	PROMISES FROM THE BIBLE FOR GOD’S FAMILY

When you have sinned – If we confess our sins He is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness 

1 John 1:9. 

Become spiritually mature – But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18.

Overcoming Fear  - For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7
Confidence in the Future - For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38, 39
Resisting Temptation - Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7

Help in Trouble - God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1
All things Work together for Good - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose Romans 8:28.
Learning the Bible - Study to show yourself approved by God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15
The Return of Jesus Christ  - I will come again, and receive you to myself; that where I am, there you may be also. John 14:3


	___
	WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY

Now, that you have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for your eternal future, you are a permanent member of God’s family. 

The Bible says that there is no other name under heaven in which we can be saved.

Jesus in the Gospel of John 14:6 said of Himself “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no one comes to God the Father except through me”.
In order to know God we need to know what He is like. 

When you meet someone for the first time you know very little about that person. 

If you want to be a friend of the person you are keen to learn more and more about him or her so that you can become a close and loving friend.

It is the same with God. As Christians we need to get to know God so that we can walk closely with Him and enjoy His friendship.

The main difference between God and us is that God is totally perfect and pure in all His ways and we are not. How can we, being so different to God, have an eternal friendship and relationship with Him? 

It is certainly nothing that we can do for we have all sinned and not measured up to the perfection required by Him.

God knows this and provided the way that allows Him to love and care for us as His children. God’s relationship with us is one of grace which means that we do not earn or deserve the love and care of God. 

Let us now look at God’s character so we may get to know Him better.
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THE CHARACTER OF GOD
	GOD IS KING OF KINGS – God is in charge of history. He is greater than any angel or man. Everything from Creation until the end of the world is under the ultimate control of God. He can therefore look after us so we know that we are safe in the King’s hands.


	
	GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING – God knows absolutely everything. This is because God is outside time. He knew exactly when you would trust in Christ, He knew the sins we would commit and was able to judge them all at the Cross two thousand years ago. 

	GOD IS TOTALLY GOOD – God is absolutely perfect in all His ways. The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ was tempted in every way like us but was without sin. He who knew no sin was made sin for us so that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.


	
	GOD IS SUPREMELY POWERFUL – the Gospel of John tells us that we are in the hands of God and that no one is able to take us out of those hands. Jesus Christ not only created the universe but by His power he holds it all together. What a mighty God we serve.

	GOD IS PERFECTLY JUST – God is fair to all. He is not willing that any should perish. However He has to judge sin. He provided a perfect plan in which His Son, a perfect person, was sacrificed to satisfy His justice and allow us to have fellowship with Him

	
	GOD IS EVERYWHERE – God is ever present wherever you go in the universe. Whether you are in the deepest mine or on the Moon, God is there. There is no place where you can find that God is not with you. Even as one goes through the valley of the shadow of death He is there. 

	GOD IS PERFECT LOVE – God loves us with a perfect love. He loves us with the same love that He loves His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. Love casts out all fear. Recognising the perfect love of God will give us great confidence in our future. 


	
	GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE - God is unlike human beings. He does not change. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. This means that the 7000 or so promises which He has given us in the Bible remain as true now as when the promise was first given. 

	GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE – God has always existed. Before creation He was there and He will be there forever more. God loves us so much that He sacrificed His only Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life


	
	GOD IS TOTAL TRUTH – God has given us the Word of Truth for our use while we are on this earth. We can take His Bible as totally true and reliable. Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life. His ways are not our ways so we must learn the Truth from Him and not rely on people.


God exists in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit which allows for relationships to be seen in the Godhead.
Even though they are called the Father, Son and Spirit they all have equal qualities. For instance God the Father is just as unchangeable as God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. All three have the same Holiness, Love and Eternal Life as well as the other areas of character.
The main difference is in their responsibilities in the Plan of God. The Father is the Planner, the Son undertakes and fulfils the Plan and the Holy Spirit reveals the plan. 

