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Matthew 713  "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”

With or without a recognizable faith or religion, everyone on this planet travels through life on a spiritual path.  Today I invite you to join with me in exploring the path to Heaven.

I work alongside people with similar interests to mine, environmentalists, botanists & others who enjoy the wonders of creation. I let them know that I see the hand of God in His creation and that I welcome God’s guidance in my life. Sometimes they ask me about my Christian beliefs.

One question I’ve been asked is: “Surely if someone is good then they should go to Heaven” After thinking about it for a day or so I explained as simply as I could:   

In his last will and testament it is usual for a father, to leave an inheritance to his own sons & daughters. Usually he wouldn’t even consider sharing his own children’s inheritance with his neighbour’s son’s and daughters, even if they were good, generous and well behaved. But if he was to adopt the neighbour’s sons and daughters as his own, then all the children would become joint heirs to the inheritance.

Heaven is the inheritance of the Christian who is an adopted son or daughter of God. Not all people share in the inheritance, not all are accepted into Heaven. In His will, Heaven is the exclusive domain of the sons & heirs of God.

Romans 8:14-17 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

Working as I have been, planting thousands of trees, often alongside foot paths & cycle paths, my thoughts have turned to the choices we have in life and the paths we can choose to follow. 

Every soul on this planet today is a potential Citizen of Heaven. But not all people will be found acceptable for entry into Heaven. Today many people taught by false teachers are under the false impression, that all paths lead to the same eternal destination and say “Surely an all loving God would welcome all through the gates to Heaven”.

Well perhaps an over simplified answer to that could be:

When entering a hospital operating theatre or some similar sterile environment, so as not to contaminate the area, one is expected to be clean. If not, then they will be denied access (Possibly by an angry surgeon or theatre nurse).

In the spiritual realm, if we are not cleansed of our sins, then we are not acceptable candidates for entry into the purity of Heaven. God therefore rejects those who refuse to obey His entry requirements.

Today many religions avoid the truth of God’s righteous anger which is an integral part of His just and holy nature. Rarely do we hear the “fire-and-brimstone" sermons commonly preached 50 years ago. Some may say this is a good thing. Sure the old sermons may have sometimes been a bit insensitive, but they served their purpose.  

Even if the listener rejected the warning, there were few who didn’t accept the fact that someday they would face the judgment of God and experience His anger. In those days most people understood that the wages of sin is ‘death’. They accepted that this death is eternal separation from God in a real place called Hell. 

Our God is a loving and just God. One of the characteristics of holiness is an angry reaction to sins. And God's just anger is an absolutely necessary part of His personality. 

Romans 1:18  tells us of God's Wrath on the unrighteous: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,”
His justice is fulfilled, when a person is given no more and no less than they deserve.

On our journey along our spiritual path, we must include knowledge of God's righteous, loving anger. Without it we are unable to comprehend the meaning of sin, repentance, blasphemy, justice, and Hell. And without a balanced view of God's anger we are unable to understand and experience fully the contrasting, awesome wonder of His love, mercy, grace and forgiveness.

We must never forget with whom we are dealing. He is the potter and we are His clay. He made us and moulds us. As we are His creation, He owns us. If the artist finds an unacceptable imperfection in His creation, He has the right to dispose of it as He sees fit. If this disposal is by eternal fire, then that is His right.

In our arrogance we forget our place. Compared to the size of God’s universe, with billions of stars and galaxies, we are tiny, insignificant and impotent. Yet we dare, like snappy little dogs, to defy and disobey The Almighty omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent (all powerful, all knowing & with us everywhere) God merely had to speak the word and all things of creation came into existence.

 It is Jesus, who holds this creation together. Colossians 117 “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”

Yet many reject Him. There is no hiding anything from He who has an intimate knowledge of every blemish on our characters, our bodies, our spirits and souls. He knows our every thought before we utter it. He knows our every sin.

In spite of this, God loves us deeply. 2 Peter 3: 9The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

Our Almighty God loves the human race more than any of us can imagine. He wants everyone to be saved from an eternity in Hell (and that includes You!) John 316 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Visiting at a hospital recently my wife & I were a bit lost. Reception was unmanned but over an intercom, we communicated with someone in authority. We were instructed to follow a blue painted line along a path from the reception area to the ward we were visiting.  A simple and clever idea we thought. 

Not that we had reason to, but I guess we could have rebelled against authority and followed the yellow, red or green line, along a different path, but only a fool would think all paths would lead us to the same destination and had we rebelled we would have remained lost. 

So obediently off we went, following the blue lined path as it twisted and turned, first through the grounds, then the corridors of the hospital, and through a wide swing door. However even before we had completed the second verse of “Follow the yellow brick road” we arrived at our desired destination. 

In the Bible we read in Matthew 7 13 Jesus said "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
It’s logical that God should provide a clear path and clear set of directions for all people of all nationalities to follow, to find Him in Heaven. 

It is therefore illogical to think that God would tell one group of people of one nationality how to find their way to truth and then tell another group a different and contradictory so called ‘truth’.  Our God is not a God of confusion. Our Father in Heaven sent His only son, Jesus Christ, to explain & to show us the way. He told us the way to truth and life after death. 

In John 14:16 Jesus said:  “I am the way, & the truth & the life; no one comes to the Father, but by Me.”

This sublime statement is without a doubt, one of the most important pieces of information given by the Grace of God to the world in general and to each of us personally.

Yet this claim, viewed through the blurred eyes of today’s political correctness, can be controversial and is seen by some as an arrogant statement. It shakes the foundation of the common myth:  “All religions are basically the same”. In other words, many believe that all spiritual paths lead to the same thing.

Our Lord, with His controversial statement, puts Christianity in a class by itself. If the path to God is through Jesus, then Christianity cannot be compared to or merge with, any other form of faith and worship. Christianity is unique, as is the uniqueness of Jesus Christ Himself. 

The Christian is sometimes accused, by the intolerant, of being intolerant. I once said to a High school chaplain (who claimed to be a Christian) “Isn’t it wonderful to know that we have the absolute truth of God?”

Her eyes flared & she snapped at me “So you think you have the truth do you? That just shows you are a narrow minded and arrogant person” 

She then went on, in her pseudo wisdom, with a Buddhist story I had heard before, told to me by a Buddhist monk.

“Once upon a time, five wise men (advisors to the ruling king) were arguing about which of them was the wisest.

The King, unhappy with this bickering, ordered that they should be blindfolded. An elephant was then brought in. None had ever seen an elephant.  One wise man was positioned at the back of the elephant, another a few feet from the front, another by the side of the elephant’s head, another next to its stomach and the other alongside the elephant’s legs.

The King ordered them to reach out and describe what an elephant looked like.

The one at the back, while feeling the animal’s tail, with confidence stated, “An elephant is like a fly whisk”

The wise man in front holding the elephant’s trunk said emphatically “No! An elephant is like a rough and leathery python”

The next wise man while stroking a tusk, said “That is ridiculous. An elephant is like a big curved and pointed piece of rock.”

The man beside the animal’s stomach said an elephant is like a wooden water barrel. Finally the wise man touching the elephant’s leg said “I disagree with you all. I know that an elephant is like the trunk of a rough barked tree.”

Now the point behind the chaplain telling me this story was to show me that, there are many points of view and all have an element of truth in them. Therefore I, with my statement that I have the absolute truth, am arrogant and intolerant of the views of others, all of whom share in the truth, none have the absolute truth.

However both the School chaplain and the Buddhist Monk, who told me this story, must have been blindfolded themselves and didn’t see the King in the story. The King had the “Big Picture” He saw the elephant and knew the complete and absolute truth of what the elephant looked like. Therefore, it is possible to be in the minority and yet have knowledge of the absolute truth.

The Christian serves a King far greater than the King in that story. Our Lord Jesus Christ is The King of Kings & the Creator (not just of the elephant but of the whole universe) & He is the truth personified. 

The truth can not be altered, added to, diluted or tampered with in anyway. The truth is black and white, not shades of grey. 

After I turned from the Buddhist path, the monk who told me the elephant story at the Serpentine Buddhist Monastery rose to the position of Abbot. A couple of years later I read that he was invited (and he accepted) to preach in a Perth Anglican Cathedral. I found this surprising as he had previously told me that he, like other Buddhists in his sect, did not believe in God. It is of interest there has since also been a Catholic and a Muslim religious leader invited to speak at the same Anglican Cathedral. 

To merge with another belief system is ludicrous. Surely logic dictates that in doing so we would pollute the purity of truth. Any religious leader wanting to mix his belief with a different religious system is admitting that his faith in what he perceives as the truth is not absolute.

 However the Christian, without compromising his faith, should encourage all people to share in the truth of God’s Word.

As true Christians we stand alone, yet not spiritually alone for we have the very essence of truth within, the indwelling Spirit of Christ Himself. Through our belief in Christ and obedience to Christ we have the Spirit of truth and we have the authority of God Himself to claim knowledge of the absolute truth. If this is seen as arrogance by some, I make no apology. Let me appear uncompromising.

On a rough and bumpy tourist road through Africa I saw, not only one, but a herd of elephants and on a rough and bumpy spiritual road through life, I first heard of, then saw the light of the one and only Christ. 

Only the Christian can be a citizen of Heaven. Jesus said in Matthew7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name? Did we not drive out demons in your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?' Then I will declare to them solemnly, 'I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.' 
A religious or cult leader, might promise that if you follow him then he will show you how to find the elusive truth, the way to eternal life, how to become enlightened, and he might say that he can show you the door that leads to God. 

But Jesus in His invitation says: “I am the truth.” “I am the way to eternal life.” “I am the light of the world.” “I am the door.” 

In John14:6 Jesus states   I am the way and the truth and the life 
Jesus not only came to show us the way. He is the Way!

He not only came to teach us the truth. He is the Truth!

He not only came to show us how to live our life. He is the only Life!

And Jesus is our bread of life, our light, our Creator and our Saviour.  This is shown in John 10:9  “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved 
It is true there are many paths we can choose to follow. Yet in the Spiritual sense there are only two paths and they result in one of two spiritual destinations, either Heaven or Hell. 

So where are you on your spiritual journey? Are you saved and on your way to Heaven? Or are you amongst the lost on their way to Hell?

As for me, I have a reputation for getting lost. I’ve been lost lots of times while showing people the Australian bush. I once was, extremely lost, eternally lost, but now, for eternity I’m saved. 

Saved from what?’ you might ask. I have been saved from continuing my spiritual journey on the Freeway to Hell. On the path that leads to destruction, I stopped and read the sign that said “Wrong Way Turn Back” and I obeyed.

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke of two ways we can travel:  Matthew 713  "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
There are two gates: The wide gate and the narrow gate.

The wide gate represents the beginning to the "way" that leads to destruction. It is the gate to a literal ‘Dead end’. It doesn’t require giving up anything. One is allowed to bring along whatever worldly "baggage" they want: materialism, prejudice, hatred and they may believe whatever they want to believe. It is the path of least resistance and is chosen by most people. 

The narrow gate represents the beginning, to the "way" that leads to life. It is a gate where it is so constrictive it can be difficult. There is no room for worldly "baggage": It means stripping yourself of many things like a consuming desire for earthly wealth, the unforgiving spirit, selfishness and especially self righteousness. Those who pass through this gate must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and accept Him as their personal Saviour. It is a gate through which entry is restricted to and found by only a few. 

God tells us of two roads or two ways, a broad way and a narrow way.

The broad way is the way that leads to destruction. It is broad because it carries many people. Most people are happy to follow this path, because it needs no changes in one's "lifestyle" and any sort of behaviour is acceptable as long as it is acceptable to the majority. They see themselves as "free", "open-minded" and "tolerant" of other people’s views. Those on the broad path may consider themselves to be “broad-minded”

The narrow way is difficult to accept for it requires us to have God’s righteousness and walking with Him, a change in our priorities. We read in Matthew520 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 

In some countries the belief of those travelling the narrow path is outlawed and therefore dangerous. The traveller can find himself persecuted or even executed for his Christian belief.

Because of its perceived difficulty, many choose not to travel this narrow path. They see it as too constricting. It ‘cramps their style’. 

It’s interesting that the ‘broad minded’ travellers on the broad path may consider the travellers on the narrow path to be "narrow minded"

There are two groups of travellers: the many (the majority) and the few (the minority)

The first group is classified as the many. On their spiritual journey through life, this is the way, by default, that most people travel. "Come as you are!   "Make your own rules!  In the 60’s we sang “Do what you want to do!. Be what you want to be”. They go with the flow, often, to where? They do not know.

The second group is called the few. There are few who find it" We need to remember in the global flood, there were only seven righteous people who with righteous Noah saved on the ark. Millions of non believing human lives were lost in the flood waters. To be in the minority does not mean you are wrong

Jesus warned on another occasion Luke13 23Then one said to Him, "Lord, are there few who are saved?" And He said to them,  "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able”.
The fact that the path to Heaven must be "found" suggests effort is necessary. 

While I was on a Geological excursion following an old prospector’s road in the goldfields, a student asked my lecturer “Where’s the Gold?” His exasperated answer was “Do you think I would still be a lecturer, if I new where the gold was?” 

 A person who wants to find gold, unless he makes a concerted effort to find it for himself, will never know the joy of shouting ‘Eureka!’

A person who wants to find his way to Heaven may never know the joy of shouting hallelujah! Unless he makes a concerted effort to find the way for himself”

As Jesus said in Luke 13:24:  "Strive to enter through the narrow gate..."Even then not all will be saved:  "...for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able."

And in Matthew 56 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.” 

Matthew 633 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

ON OUR JOURNEY THERE ARE TWO POSSIBLE FINAL DESTINATIONS.

Imagine for some reason it is imperative for you to get out of the country. At the airport there are only two available flights & destinations to choose from. One destination is simply titled “Destruction” the other destination is “Life”. Faced with the dilemma of Destruction or Life, which will you choose? 

Destination 1: DESTRUCTION. "broad is the way that leads to destruction" Paul wrote of the "everlasting destruction" that is to come  2 Thessalonians 1 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, upon those who know not God upon those who obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ Jesus warns:  "there are many who go in by it." 

Destination 2: LIFE." .difficult is the way which leads to life" .Difficult maybe, but I would push my way through the airport crowd to find it, at all costs. This "life" is the "everlasting life" received at the judgment  Matthew 2546 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." Jesus warns: ”there are few who find it."

The stress of today’s life diverts many people in different directions to seek peace and solace. Most of us accept, as natural, a life cycle of joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain, elation and depression. Perhaps we haven’t achieved the dreams and aspirations of our youth, we are not who or what we thought we may grow to be. 

On the other hand we have achieved our goals, we are basking in popularity, fame and fortune…yet we have a void in our lives. We think the void in our broken heart is the ragged scar left as a result of life’s tragic disappointments or it is a void that we try to fill with materialism. We believe that there is no hope beyond the difficulties and miseries of this world. 

A few of us may have a vague hope of there being something better after this life, somewhere just around the corner. 

Sadly most of us are like the monkey who continues to struggle with his clenched fist stuck in the food jar. Even though wisdom says let go, we won’t let go of our preconceived ideas and we go hungry for true spirituality and at the end of our journey on life’s path, we face the gate to the other side, with only a fistful of vague ideas and that persistent hungry void. Yet the truth, sweet like honey, is only a finger tip away from our lips.

Many others perhaps still in their time of youth, in an attempt to overcome the stress and to fill the void in their life, turn to alcohol and drugs, with disastrous consequences. 

Some however (and I speak from personal past experience) in their effort to escape the tragic events, sufferings, setbacks of life or just plain boredom, begin to think  “There must be more to life than this”. By chasing rainbows along a path flanked by statues of Golden calves, Weeping Madonna’s and Smiling Buddha’s through a minefield of religious myths, littered with Tarot cards, Star sign charts, Rosary beads, Ouija boards and ‘Magic’ crystals, they seek truth and enlightenment.

On this broad path they will eventually come to the realization of truth and enlightenment. But as they are swept through the wide gate along with the multitudes, it will be too late. Their life on earth is over and they are beyond hope. Their path has come to an eternal ‘Dead end’ It is too late to turn back. 

A blessed few find their way along the narrow road of truth and through the narrow gate to Heaven. On this path they have come to the realization that the void in their life is a God shaped void that can only be filled by the Spirit of God. In their case the 'knocks' of life have made them open the door in answer to the persistent knock of Jesus Christ. Here at the foot of the cross, they are able to unburden themselves and find relief from their troubles.

There are others who hear the truth and open the door to His knock. But their relationship with Jesus, as happens many times, turns out to be a short-lived escape. Not a true love of the Saviour but merely an infatuation. 

As soon as their troubles seem to be over, they slip back off the narrow path and are swept away with the multitude on the broad path. Again entangled in the worldly bonds of lust and materialism. They no longer hear the knocking on the door and they leave our Lord outside of their meaningless and hopeless lives. 

Such alternating outbursts of ‘hot and cold’ are common to many a person who attempts to lead a spiritual life, in their own strength & in their own wisdom. I believe these people, never really knew the Lord, they only knew of Him.

By the grace of God only an occasional soul, and yet anyone who surrenders their all to the will of God, becomes an adopted child of God. As such, Jesus Christ is their eternal strength and hope and they can without doubt claim their inheritance in Heaven. Such persons are indeed rare. Out of many thousands of people, occasionally one seeks to serve God rather than demanding that God serves him.

IN CONCLUSION

There is only one absolute truth. Many world religions don’t even claim to have the absolute truth. Many have a vague hope of there being something better waiting for them at the end of their brief existence on this earth. They hope that all paths lead to Heaven. They might say “You have your truth and I have mine” They believe that all faiths have an element of truth therefore all lead to Heaven. 

The fact is: There are only two paths: One path with only a few travelling on it leads to life in Heaven. The other path filled with many people with many different beliefs, leads to destruction in Hell.

God has given freedom of choice. It is up to you to choose your path.

God is not a dictator. He lovingly shows you the way, but the choice is yours.

God has warned us of the consequence of breaking His righteous law of justice.

So, if after hearing all of this you are still unsure of what God is telling you & find yourself thinking “Yes, but what does it really mean”, then I feel compelled to give you one more warning.

If on your path you find yourself on the very edge of a cliff with a safety rail and a sign that says ‘Stop proceed no further’ I strongly suggest, that you don’t think to yourself “What does the sign really mean” and climb over the rail to see if there is anything written on the other side.

God has put into place the law of gravity. It is a wonderful thing that stops us from being spun off the globe but it can also lead to destruction. If you ignore the warnings, climb over the safety rail and fall to your death, is it the sign writers fault?

The way to Heaven is not by what you know, but who you know.

Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour? Do you want to know Him?

You have heard the truth, so you are now without excuse

Where you choose to spend eternity, in Heaven or Hell is now up to you.

1 Timothy 1:17. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.
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