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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.http://ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!
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BTB
JOB
INTRODUCTION
The book of Job is about much more than suffering. It is a book that brings us face to face with the character of God, and the unfathomable nature of many of the things that happen to us as we walk through this world. It is a book that reminds us that none of our theologies are any more than systems of thought of limited men and women. It reminds us that we are truly dust, and all our theological theories need to be held with open hands, in prayer for correction. Psalms 103:14. It is the most ancient book in the world that is still regularly read by men. 
It is the oldest book in the Bible, predating Moses writings in the Pentateuch by at least a hundred years. Moses clearly had a copy of this book, for it was ancient in his day, and valued as a great poem about the mystery of God’s nature, the tragedy of man’s life, and the foolishness of trite theology. It is a book that seriously challenges the easy answers of foolish men to difficult questions. The book must be judged and interpreted from the end to the beginning, not from the beginning to the end! It is a book that ends by telling us that everything the main characters have said in it is WRONG! Job 42:7-10.  

We are not left wondering how to interpret the book, for the Lord gives His verdict on all that is said in it in these verses. The Lord makes it absolutely clear that Job has been right in all he said, and that the self righteous and pious so called “friends” have all been wind bags and completely wrong. The Lord makes it clear that unless Job prays for them, that HE will execute them all for the things they have said, for they are WRONG!  This needs to be fully understood before we begin the book. 
This is a book about the humbug of the pious and wrongful theological systems of man. God makes it clear that the theologians are wrong, and they are judged for their evils, for they have falsely spoken of the Lord God, and have misled people by their pious and wise sounding falsehoods.  This is a book that you need to be very careful quoting from for most of it’s words are certified by God as being false! 
It is a book that corrects the arrogance of man’s viewpoints, especially where those men and women believe they have the key to the cupboard where God keeps His secrets; for none of them have! But the message of this book is even harder for many to grasp; it tells us that WE DON’T HAVE THE KEY EITHER!  This is a book that is designed to keep men humble as they look up to the stars, and when they look into the thoughts and intents of their own hearts. Psalms 8:3-6, 1 Corinthians 15:23-28, Hebrews 2:6-10.

It is the most ancient record of the significance of the ANGELIC CONFLICT in the affairs of man, and certifies fully the false and true viewpoints regarding the CHARACTER OF GOD. This is a book that blows away the hypocrisy and pious nonsense of many of man’s theologies, and draws us close to the heart of God and the men and women who love Him. It introduces the Angelic Conflict, for it begins its account of Job’s suffering with the “beyond space and time” reasons for it. 
The story begins by reminding us that we are in the universe of space and time, but that the universe exists temporarily only, and beyond it is eternity where God dwells, and where we are destined to join Him. It reminds us that there is a great drama being played out on the earth as a result of the fall of Satan and the angels who followed him. It gives us a close up view of Satan’s malice, and his limitations in attacking a believer, but it reminds us that he may be given this permission at times, and that walking through this life in any other way than the FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT is dangerous. 
It reminds us that theological theory is not strong enough to keep us mentally safe under intense satanic attack, nor any other form of suffering, and that only the personal presence of God the Holy Spirit will bring us through the testing times of this earth. It reminds us that all things that happen to the believer are under the care and concern of God. 1 Corinthians 10:13.
The structure of the book and the ancient stylistic elements will not be my concern in this study before us. The structure of the book is a study in itself, and the style elements that date it and give it life in its original language are extremely interesting to scholars but do not add to our objective. 
Let me remind you of our objective as a Bible College training pastors for action in the midst of the toughest places in this present world. Our objective is training for the daily battles of the Angelic Conflict, so that as pastors and leaders you might be ready for the pressures of this life that may come to you. The Lord will allow different things to be part of the experience of different people, and this book will help you be prepared for all that might come your way. 
This book will also assist you to eliminate the worst test in this life; the test delivered by foolish, often arrogant, and short sighted theologian-friends. These are people who think they have a theological system that gives them perfect understanding of all situations by use of their basic formulas. This book gives God’s verdict on all such trite and simplistic thinking; the Lord calls it falsehood and dangerous.

In October of 1986 I was gassed by an idiot fellow Naval Officer during a training exercise here in New Zealand. He let off two smoke bombs in a confined area underground, and these bombs were only designed for outside use where a slight “whiff” of the toxic smoke produced by the bombs was enough to debilitate. I was the officer in charge and had to be the last man out of the area to ensure all my sailors were safe. Two were sent off to hospital and recovered quickly. I staggered out of the underground bunker complex and tried to keep moving forward in my life, pretending that I would “bounce back”, but my lungs had been burned by the sulphur and phosphorous smoke. 
Serious and life threatening asthma developed and my Immune System collapsed by the September of 1987. I was put off work and remained seriously ill on work related compensation for three years. The Lord lifted me up after nearly three years were up when I called in the elders of the church to pray. James 5:14-15. Why didn’t I call earlier? I had called out to the Lord all along, but the message came back loud and clear until the three years was nearly up, to wait, be patient and learn all I could in the path of suffering. This book teaches us to not despise the hard paths that the Lord may ask us to walk. Read the four passages below carefully as they form the framework to understand much of this book of Job.

2 Corinthians 1:3-12,   “3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;

4 Who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds by Christ.

6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.

7 And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.

8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:

9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead:

10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;

11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf.

12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.”
Philippians 3:7-14,   “7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
1 Peter 1:3-9,   “3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fades not away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.”
1 Peter 4:12-16.  “12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.”
The Lord wasn’t being mean to me, nor did I lack faith in healing, but I was obedient under suffering and I learned more in that terrible three years than I had ever learned in any degree I had done to that point! I look back and refer to that time as my “post-graduate degree in suffering”. I finally understood Paul’s phrase, “the fellowship of his sufferings” in Philippians 3:10. I could see that through that terrible time I had been given a glimpse of what my Saviour had carried for me. It wasn’t that the Lord didn’t want to heal me, but it was His timing that was the issue, and when I felt within my spirit that “now” was the time, I called the elders, and the healing process began. 
It was only a year after my healing that the Lord showed me why I had been left in such suffering and daily expectation of death for so long. I was asked by a surgeon to work with his cancer patients, and his words struck me like a sledge hammer. He said, “John, I want you to work with my breast cancer patients and their husbands because you know what it is like to be given a bad diagnosis and to come through it under maximum pressure”. I have now worked with several thousand people facing difficult cancer treatment processes, and the only reason I have been so successful with them (by their account, not mine) is that the Lord had given me post-graduate training in His school of suffering!

Now that you know my journey, I want to share a part of it where I met my own “friend” who came to be my theological comforter. One winter’s day as I lay in bed, unable to move even to the toilet unaided, I was visited by a man I grew up with. He was an enthusiastic Pentecostal pastor and stood at the foot of my bed, and pronounced all the nonsense that we will hear in Job from his “friends”. This man told me that I must have sinned greatly to be in such a place and that I needed to confess my sins, and I would then be healed, but that while I stuck to my line of this being “in the Lord’s hands”, then I would remain sick and possibly die. 
He was concerned for my life, and sincere in his beliefs, but he was IN ERROR. He was sincerely wrong, although I must confess I was greatly tempted to the sin of murder, but I couldn’t reach him to follow out the sinful desire!  I joke with you on this pastor!  I saw his sincerity, but I also saw his error and saw for the first time how truly dangerous such false theology is for the sick and the dying. 

Look again at James 5:13-16. The little word “IF” in verse fifteen had been ignored by my friend. Sin may be an issue in suffering, but it may not be! His theology was the “Instant coffee” theology that is still current today in many Pentecostal circles; that the Lord always wants to heal, and he wants to heal today! On both counts this may be wrong! Let me explain this from four other examples of the Lord’s work through suffering in believer’s lives that I have been involved in personally. Follow the logic of the following points before we look at the examples I want to share. 

1. The Lord’s desire is always to bless us. Psalms 67:1-7, Hebrews 6:14.

2. The Lord desires our good, never our bad, as his children, for he loves us and gave his Son for us, and that was while we were unbelievers, so as his children he will not treat us worse than we were as his enemies. Ephesians 2:1-10. As his enemies he sent his Son to the Cross for us. He has consistent “Amazing Love, Mercy, and Grace” towards us. Romans 5:1-11.

3. If we suffer there is a purpose within it in the Plan of the Lord.

4. We are now under the “much more” care and love of God. Romans 5:9-20, 2 Corinthians 9:8.

5. There is one sickness for us all that is “unto death”, for that is the means by which he is bringing us into heaven.  Until that time the Lord’s plan is for our healing, but when it is time to die, we are to leave this life in rejoicing. Refer to the BTB studies at the end of this chapter. DEATH, DYING GRACE.

6. If a person is sick and prays for healing, and calls us as the pastoral team to them to pray and anoint them with oil, we are certainly to go and in faith pray for healing. We are then to follow up that prayer session in case the Lord is doing another thing with them, for if this sickness is their final one, we need to hear the Lord and recognise their journey is to heaven, not back to work on earth!

7. If the Lord is not healing, we need to ask why, and the reasons are not simple ones necessarily. We are to listen to the Lord through our prayers then, just as Paul did. He prayed three times to seek the removal of a serious medical condition, but the Lord told him that he would be stuck with it! 2 Corinthians 12:5-10. There was to be glory for Paul, not in the healing of his condition, but in the grace he would learn to bear his infirmity.

So if there is not healing, there are two possible reasons for that, for the believer in fellowship with the Lord. The first is for more grace to be experienced in their life, and the second is that they are to die for it is there time to leave space and time and enter eternity with the Lord and Saviour.  Acts 7:51ff.
Now study the doctrinal studies on Death and Dying Grace in the Bible Topic Book (BTB) right now if you haven’t already. Death is not a disaster for the believer; it is the end of the race of this temporary life and the entry into the ETERNAL LIFE that is our goal, and it is to receive the REWARDS AND CROWNS that a life time of service has set aside for us in Christ Jesus. It is vital for the believer to be aware of their coming end if it is by a sickness process, as their witness through that time will have a great impact upon all their loved ones around them. I have been used in three recent situations to help believers face the fact that their sickness was “unto death”, and that they would not be healed, as many of their enthusiastic friends claimed they would be. 

In one situation I entered a dear friend’s room and every wall was covered with promises from God’s Word for his healing, and several well known “prophets” of the local churches had told him he was to be healed. I was moved by the Lord to visit with him this particular day and it was clear I was to visit, for a full clinic day cleared in ten minutes with cancellations.  The prophetic word I had for him was not comfortable for me, but I knew it was God’s Word to that old friend.  I had to tell him that this sickness was “unto death” and that this was not a bad thing, but the Lord’s timing. It was certainly not our timing as a people, for this man was previously a young and fit 50 year old. He accepted my word from the Lord, and was able to relax into the reality that he would see the Lord face to face, and not many days hence. He was able to share his journey with his family and eliminate the effect of the many false prophets that had shed false hope and lies to him. 
I had not been able to stop a previous situation where a woman had died believing she was to be healed at the last moment because of the same group of false prophets! This woman’s children all went away from the church and her husband became a fornicator and cursed God as a result of the false prophet’s lying words! It is a serious thing when men tell God what to do and do not listen to what God is doing. 

The two other cases involved friends who believed in their own healing and were backed by “prophetic words” by many enthusiastic believers in their churches. Once again I was led by the Lord to the bed side of one, a lovely pastor in his forties. My clinic that day was full, but as before two cancellations opened a gap in the day and the Lord moved me to visit the hospital where this man lay. I arrived just before he was sent home with his pain pump for the fatal cancer he had. I was able to encourage him and his wife, for the truth of the journey to heaven that was before him, and the evils of the false prophets was again eliminated, and his death was a testimony of grace and an occasion for evangelism. 
The most recent case was the death of a woman whose husband was a dear friend. She didn’t want to have me offer any prayers over her, as she firmly believed in her own healing. She had massive faith and she knew I listened to the Lord and she told her husband, “Don’t you listen to John McEwan, because he will tell you I am dying”. Her husband did come to me and we prayed, and I encouraged him to be there for his wife through her journey through until her death. That was over a year before her death. As she drew near that time, she accepted that this sickness was her way into heaven, and she laid aside the false “positive thinking” theology, and heard the Lord’s encouragement. Her death was a testimony to the grace, mercy and love of the Lord and her family were drawn close to their God through it. 

The error of the theologians that have falsely prophesied to these people is dominant in today’s Pentecostal movement, and I hasten to add, I minister within a Pentecostal Church, just in case you think I am in any way negative to the movement.  We are besieged by the theology of Norman Vincent Peale, rather than hearing the Theology of Paul, Peter, James and John! These men suffered and died, and they were never “negative”, but were always realistic and open to what the Lord was doing.  Now many things that Mr Peale says are good and helpful, but the philosophy they have “morphed into” in the modern church is as wrong as Job’s friends were.
Not one of the apostles died a truly natural death; all were martyred in great pain, and many suffered terribly before their deaths. John alone dies of old age, and even then he is suffering from the after effects of his torture and imprisonment on the Island of Patmos, which was the Roman equivalent of “Devil’s Island”. These men suffered and all died in great strength of faith, and they rejoiced in the Lord their God, even through their suffering. 

The apostolic faith is a robust and powerful faith that can handle great wealth at times and great suffering at other times. Philippians 4:10-13. The positivity philosophy that infects today’s church is not Christian! We are followers of the Lord, and our foundation is the holy Apostles; we are not to be built upon the false “positivity-prosperity gospel” of modern televangelists and their “name it and claim it” thinking! 
We are to be REAL, not fake; we are to be listeners to the Lord, not giving the Lord orders. The arrogance of the positivity thinkers is dangerous, for it gives wrongful messages that can destroy faith and remove the confidence people have in the Lord.  True Christian faith can rejoice in wealth and rejoice in suffering, and anything less than this level of robustness is not mature Christian faith!

The central message of the book of Job is clear. We need to listen to the Lord and hear what HE is doing, not jump to our own theological conclusions in matters we do not have all the facts for. This is what the “friends” of Job need to learn. They are all sincere, but they are all sincerely wrong. Let us enter this book in humility, as creatures who know very little, standing before our creator, who knows all things, and let us remain humble throughout this time of study and learn of things that we need to know about suffering. 
Let us also see clearly the falsehoods of the theologies that plague today’s churches as their forerunners plagued Job with false counsel.  Let us learn from the Lord in silent contemplation of the true and the false that we will read here in the book of Job.

JOB 1:1-22

1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. 3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 4 And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. 7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: 15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.  

The first chapter has four distinct “scenes”; the first upon the earth, then in heaven, then back upon the earth, and finally in the heart of Job. In this first scene we are introduced to the man at the centre of the book, and at the centre of the storms that will rage around him throughout the time frame of the book. We are introduced to this man and the certification of God regarding him is of a righteous man, and this remains the Lord’s verdict upon him even at the end. 
He is corrected and rebuked for some of the things he will say, but he is not condemned by the Lord. Job 38:1 – 41:34. The very last word of chapter 41 gives us the clue to the theme of the whole book; the little word “pride”. Job does not have this issue, but other’s self centeredness and carelessness towards the things of God and the Plan of God is something we will note as we go through the book.

Hear God’s assessment of this man Job, for his friends will try to argue that this is wrong, and for it the Lord will condemn them. He is “perfect and upright”.  Now the concept behind the word “perfect” means “complete in all things needed for spiritual life”. This man lacked nothing in his character. He was a mature believer, who had learned all that the Lord had taught him, and did all that the Lord required of him. He was not without sin, but he was also not without a Saviour! His sins did not alter the Lord’s view of him, because he offered the sacrifices for his own and others sins, and so his sins were cleansed from him. 
This is the biblical conception of perfection; it is not sinlessness, but the mature believer’s state, where they lack nothing in their life to serve the Lord, and where they bring glory to His Holy Name. Look at the following verses and get the biblical perspective on “perfection”. 2 Corinthians 12:9, 13:11, Galatians 3:3, Philippians 3:12-15, Colossians 1:28, 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews 13:21, 1 Peter 5:10, 1 John 4:4-18. 

This man Job fears the Lord in the godly sense of fear. He stands in awe of the Lord his God, and he remembers that he is but a mere man, and so in humility he serves his God. Psalms 19:9, 23:4, 25:14, 27:1-3, Proverbs 1:7, 3:7, 8:13, 9:10, 14:26-27, 15:16-33. We do not here have a servile fear, for the love of God for us casts out such fear, but we have an awesomeness towards the holiness of the Lord and we fear falling short of His standards. Job feared disappointing the Lord in his life, and he feared that his children would not live lives that brought honour to the Lord. 
This man Job is one of the wealthiest men in the Middle East of his day. His children are all grown up and spend their time partying in each other’s homes. They feast and they celebrate a great family, great family prosperity, and each others good company. This is a close family where the brothers and sisters have good fellowship, love each other, and enjoy each others company. They are however careless in their life styles; living for pleasure, not for God. They are not mentioned as “perfect” like their father. 
Their father however covers them with his prayers and his sacrifices offered on their behalf, and for many years they are covered by their father’s prayers for them. Job is concerned that his sons may have done evil in their hearts, and so he sacrifices on their behalf. This is bone fide for a father to do for his sons, but the day comes when the sons and daughters must face their own spiritual needs and deal with their own spiritual state. 
Job’s fear for his sons may betray the one cloud on his horizon; he doubts his children’s spiritual integrity, passion, and commitment to going on for the Lord. They are certainly believers, but he fears that they lack the passion for God that characterises his life, and he prays for that for them. Job sees, like all spiritually mature and wealthy believers, that his great wealth will be a snare to them if they do not have a passion for the Lord that is greater than their passion for the good life!  Refer to the BTB studies MONEY, WEALTH, and WORLDLINESS.

Verses 6 – 12.  

The scene now switches to heaven and we see a scene from eternity, beyond the created world of space and time. The angels are gathered with God, and amongst them is Satan and all give their reports about the affairs of men. Satan is invited by the Lord to comment upon Job, who is a man who walks with God. Satan hates such men and women, for they assure his condemnation for his great sin of rebellion. In this interaction we are introduced to the essential heart of the Angelic Conflict. 
In eternity past Satan fell and led in rebellion against God many of the angels, who became then the demons. The creation of mankind, a “little lower than the angels” was the Lord’s way of proving to Satan that he is absolutely just in condemning him to the Lake of Fire. Satan’s argument appears to have been that he was made by God, and so God has to take responsibility for Satan’s choices, and the choice to rebel cannot then be judged by God, as He had made Satan this way. 
Man’s creation is the test case, for as a lower creature, with the same free will as Satan, if man chooses freely to follow God, then the superior creatures are clearly responsible for their choice to rebel. Both angels and men are created beings, but because men are lower, if they accept God’s lordship, then the fallen angels could have also! The entire history of man is the test for the angels, and every time a “mere man” accepts the Lord as their Saviour and God another piece of evidence for Satan’s prosecution is entered in heaven. Refer to the BTB study ANGELIC CONFLICT.

Satan hates men and women who are saved, for they are evidence that guarantees his eternal damnation. His hatred of Job is intense and it shows in his bitter and sarcastic attack upon him.  He mocks Job’s faith saying that Job only believes and serves the Lord because there is a great defensive hedge around him and nothing bad has ever happened to him.  Satan indicates by his verbal attack that if the Lord takes down the hedge of protection around Job, then he will curse God just as Satan himself did! Remember, the satanic attack on believers is personal; Satan hates us, and he desires for us to behave just as he did and insult, curse, and abuse God. John 15:18-27. Refer to the BTB studies on FEAR, SATAN’S DESTINY, and SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS. 
The Lord will prove Satan’s lie wrong by allowing him to attack Job, but there are limits set. This is the principle that is expressed also in 1 Corinthians 10:13. Any specific attack upon an important and mature believer that is permitted by the Lord has very clear and controlled limits set to it. The purpose of allowing the satanic attack is not to cause pain for the mature believer, but to enable them to bring more glory to God, and win more eternal rewards and crowns. 

Verses 13 – 19.  

Things continue to go well for some time for Job and his family, but Satan has prepared a total assault upon him. Satan’s malice is seen in the timing of his attacks upon Job’s centres of wealth and joy. Satan launches his attacks at different times and on different days in Job’s far flung empire of commerce, so that the time the news is brought to Job in his home is concentrated into a period of less than an hour. He has four messengers arrive within minutes of each other with news that reports the total devastation of his wealth and family. 
The news builds in its catastrophic power, with the loss of his food herds and their keepers to the murderous Sabeans, then the loss of the sheep to a natural catastrophe that may be volcanic, then finally the camel herds to the Chaldeans, and this ended his transportation business.  All his financially profitable enterprises are destroyed and all he has is the house he lives in and the farmlet that surrounds it. He has his life and the ability to feed himself and his family, but his great wealth is gone.

It is important to remember that Satan cannot attack Job’s personal livelihood (at this point), and so Job still has his personal farm, his home and his health at this point. Now note also his children’s behaviours in verse 13, for our writer records their behaviours before he tells of the other disasters. Now they are not blamed for feasting together, and as I noted above the fact that they love each other’s company is a testimony to a very good family, but pause and reflect on what is not said. 
None of them are out working on any of their father’s enterprises, and that is unusual in the ancient world. None of them are working in their father’s business, nor are any apparently engaged in any spiritual or other enterprise. They are just living the “good life” without any cares in the world, even the care to discover God’s will for their lives! They are not sinful in this; just care-less.  Their wine drinking is not sinful, for it was considered normal in the ancient world, so do not read into that any evil as such. They are not drunks, but they are living to party, rather than partying for any specific reason to celebrate a great success that they have worked for.  They ought to be working to help their father. Refer to the BTB study DRINKING ALCOHOL. 
These “children” are all in their twenties or older, and something is not right in their life style, given the righteousness of their father. We are not told the specifics, but there is a problem in their care-less behaviour. Their death is allowed by the Lord, and it is at this point that we need to refer again to the doctrine of THE CHARACTER OF GOD, for none die out of their time, and if the Lord has allowed them to be all killed in a moment, then there is a reason that goes beyond the power of Satan, for he is able to act here only by permission. 

We need to be sure of these things before we move on, especially if we are parents of adult children and are worried about our own families. God is not unjust or unfair in any of the things that have happened here, but the people looking on to these events don’t have all the facts, and this side of eternity, they cannot know all the reasons why these things have happened. We are limited men and women, and we cannot see the things that happen to ourselves, let alone to others, from Gods side. It is this article of faith that the Lord will refer to at the end of the book. 
We must rest in the reality of God’s Character and trust him in things we cannot understand, and not try to fit them arbitrarily into a theology we invent for the purpose. God alone has all the facts before him regarding all events we confront in this world. As believers we are challenged, as Job is here, to trust in the character of God and know that, even if not in time, that in heaven, we will see all the facts and understand the presently incomprehensible events. 

Verses 20 – 22.  

Job accepts what has been done as the Lord’s plan, but he is grieved to the core of his being. He has no answers, but he rests in God’s character and still worships Him. He does not at this point give way to any temptation to think that God does not know what He is doing; he rests in the perfection of the character of God and trusts that there will be an answer over time. He does the traditional grieving thing in the ancient world; he rent his garments and shaved his head and prostrated himself on the ground in recognition that he rested alone in the power and holy character of God. He takes his pain to the Lord and he worships. Isaiah 61:3, 1 Peter 5:5-9. 
This is the first challenge for all mature believers under maximum pressure; we are to take our burdens to the Lord and cast them at the foot of the cross. We are to take the spirit of heaviness and transform it by putting on the garments of praise!  Worship transforms pressure situations. Worship centres in and around whom God is, not what our problems are, and so Job stabilises himself in the truth of the stability of the love of God for him.  
He can accept the deaths of his servants and even his adult children, for they are left with the Lord, and he can know he will see all who knew the Lord again when he also goes through the portals of death. 2 Samuel 12:13-23. He has no answer or explanation, but he still trusts God in this tragedy, even while it remains a tragedy. 
Job answers Satan’s initial attack with a firm rebuttal to Satan’s allegations. He worships the Lord, even though he is not being blessed in any way. He recognises that he stands in the Lord’s will and bows before his God. He entered the world without anything and if he leaves that way, then it is still alright with him; he seeks the Lord’s path only through life.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
There is a lot more going on around us than we see with human eyes. The Angelic Conflict affects every aspect of our lives, and we need to take seriously the need to be fully armoured as we walk through this world. Let us also always remember that we do not ever have all the facts regarding the events that we are often quick to make judgements over. Let us be humble before our God and trust His character rather than our own eyes when we try to work some difficult things out this side of eternity. Only when we have entered eternity will we truly see the facts about many things that baffle us now.

2.
Fear is a purifying emotion. Fear that is helpful can sort out some issues for us in life. We do not have servile fear, for the Lord’s perfect love for us casts such things away, but there is a healthy fear of falling short of the glory that the Lord wants us to enjoy, and that is a good fear to hold close to our hearts and minds. Let us fear falling short of the Lord’s standards of behaviour and performance and so work at the right level in Holy Spirit power to achieve all we are called to achieve in this temporary world. 

3.
Care-less living is dangerous living. We are not here upon the earth to party and enjoy “life-style”; we are here to discover the Lord’s purpose for our life and do what is required of us. The children of Job are a warning to us all. If we are wasting time, we will one day run out of time. They were not obviously or wickedly sinful, just careless, and of course that is sinful when the Lord has placed us here to do things for His glory. They lost their lives, not because they were caught in a contest between Satan and God, but they were allowed to be entered into eternity because they were really no earthly use! Let us be sure we teach this clearly to all; for when believers are of no earthly use they run the danger of the SIN UNTO DEATH. 

4.
Do we seek the Lord’s path through this life? Do we seek His will above all else? It is this that challenges us as we leave this chapter, for we see a man who has no obvious reason for the events that have occurred, but he knows they are not random, nor unfair. He knows that the Lord has an answer somewhere for all that has happened and he waits upon the Lord. Let us wait upon the Lord in worship until our questions are answered. 

DOCTRINES

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT


GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD
HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
DEATH

DYING GRACE



CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL LIFE
CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL SECURITY
CHRISTIAN LIFE – REWARDS AND CROWNS
MONEY

WEALTH

WORLDLINESS
FEAR


CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING
ANGELS – SATAN’S DESTINY


  SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS
DRINKING ALCOHOL



SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH
CHAPTER 2

INTRODUCTION
As we look at this chapter we may wonder why the Lord actually challenges Satan to do his worst now on Job. Hasn’t Job suffered enough; can’t he be left to work through his present pain and loss? Why is Job “set up” for the suffering to get to a level that few would contemplate putting such a basically good man through? Satan is being challenged, and he will do his worst, except to the point of death for Job. What is going on here? 
I raise these questions because I want you to feel the conflicting questions that Job’s wife, and later his friends feel, for their theology was not robust enough to face and deal with these things, and many of us face the same test. Modern positivity theologies are neither true enough, nor robust enough, to deal with what happens to Job. We need to challenge ourselves as we go through these pages and strengthen our hold on the arms of the Lord, for we need closeness to HIM to keep us in dark places; philosophies of man will not keep us, but His arms will. Deuteronomy 33:27-29.

Remember from our introduction, the Lord is allowing these things to occur, and He is doing it to bring Job to a place where he defeats Satan in a way that brings great eternal rewards and lasting glory. The temporary pain and suffering that Job goes through are for a moment, the great blessings the Lord has for him as a result of his victory over them will go on forever. Romans 8:18-38. God’s actions are taking into account all of the events of time and eternity, and Job is being blessed in the midst of all this with an opportunity to worship in the darkest hours and express faith in the most difficult places. 
At this point however no man looking on can see these things. This is the challenge of faith; to see things that happen to us from God’s perspective rather than our own and rest upon the character of God. In his victory here, Job will defeat Satan in the most dramatic manner, placing himself ahead of any other man, except the later Apostles. Keep recalling the end of the book, for Job will achieve great victory here, and even though his faith will buckle, it will not break. 1 Corinthians 10:13.

JOB 2:1-13

1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. 2 And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes. 9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. 10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him. 12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their  heads toward heaven. 13 So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

We often forget that Satan and the fallen angels are still under God’s authority, and can do nothing without permission by God. This is why when facing demonic forces we may remind them that they are answerable to the “King of all kings and the Lord of all lords” for they remain accountable to the Lord and may do nothing without his permission regarding believers.  They have to report to the Lord, and it will not be until well into the midst of the Great Tribulation period that Satan will be finally cast out of heaven and have no more access there to report his actions. 
That is related to his soon coming judgement at that time, and to the permission given to make the Tribulation period indeed “hell on earth”. Refer back to the BTB study at the end of the last chapter, SATAN’S DESTINY. Even then, with all his efforts straining in his malice, he cannot destroy the earth, although he will try his best to. He is desperate to stop the Lord’s return, and he will try during that terrible time to destroy the earth so that there is no place for the Lord to return to, and he will try to kill all believers so that there are no people for the Lord to come back to rescue. He will fail on both fronts, for the Lord’s power to preserve His saints and His creation is far stronger than Satan’s ability to destroy. 1 John 4:4. Refer to the BTB study, PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS.

The Lord, in verse 2, directs His question to Satan asking him to report his activities. Satan’s answer is surly and devious. God knows what he has done, but Satan skirts around the issue of the suffering he has caused and seeks to cause more. Satan will not accept he is defeated by this man, and seeks permission to “get under his skin”. He wants to create death like fears in Job’s soul, giving him a leprosy like skin condition, but without the immediate nerve damage, so that Job is in agony every minute of the day and night. 
Satan is directly challenged by the Lord that truly he has seen that this man Job is righteous, fears the Lord, hates evil, and holds fast to his integrity. The Lord directly rubs Satan’s nose in the faith and strength of Job, and remember why he does this, for man’s acceptance and worship of the Lord proves Satan was wrongful in his rebellion against God. Job’s fortitude is evidence that condemns Satan to the Lake of Fire! 

Satan’s hatred of Job knows no bounds for this very reason, and he will seek to do worse than he has already done to Job.  God reminds Satan that he has moved against Job, “without cause”, and this is a key phrase, for Satan had rebelled against God, “without cause”. Psalms 35:19, 69:4, John 15:18-25. The Lord is reminding Satan that he is condemning himself in his attacks upon Job, but Satan’s hatred will increase with this observation. Let us pause here and reflect upon the reality of the GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT. Many believers are uneasy with the Lord’s judgement of those who reject the Gospel, but the teaching of Scripture is clear; they join Satan in the Lake of Fire. Isaiah 28:21, Revelation 20:10-15. How can a loving God condemn His creatures to eternal damnation? 

This is Satan’s argument, and he works this angle all the way, but his treatment of Job (and believers down the centuries) is the evidence that backs up God’s condemnation of him and all who stand with him in time. The sheer arrogant malice of those who reject their Creator and Saviour is the evidence against them. The hatred of believers on the part of Satan, his demons, and his human followers, is the final evidence against them all. 
Hatred is demonic and the fruit of the evil that they have given themselves over to. The Bible is clear; all such evil, and everyone who has opened their heart to it, will be eliminated in the Lake of Fire, once and for all, and then the entire worn out present creation, including the Lake of Fire, will be folded up and put away eternally. 2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21:1ff. Refer to the BTB studies on SIN.

Verses 4 – 8.  

Satan’s objective in attacking believers is to sever their soul and spirit from their body by attacking their centre of faith, and so destroying their sanity and stability of mind. It is the unity of the person through the fellowship of the Holy Spirit that Satan attacks most vigorously.  Satan desires to unhinge the mind of believers, and have them “beside themselves”, so that they curse God or accuse the Lord of injustice. This is Satan’s argument remember; he is still trying to argue that God is unfair in condemning him! His behaviours however prove the Lord to be just and fair in His condemnation of Satan. 
Satan argues that Job has in effect made a deal with God in his prayers; that if his skin is kept safe he will pass over all else. This accusation is nasty, but it may reflect something that Job has prayed aloud through these last days that we are not told of. We don’t need to speculate further on this, for men under great pressure pour their hearts out to the Lord and will say all manner of things that can easily be taken out of their godly context. Satan is the accuser of believers, and also the distorter of the facts at all times. John 8:44-47, Revelation 12:10. His accusation against Job is built upon distortion, and taking things Job has possibly said out of context, but it will be used by the Lord to win renown for Job, and glory through the defeat of Satan’s evil schemes.

Satan’s words indicate that the Lord alone can give permission to allow for sickness to ravage Job’s skin. This is important to note, for Satan, it would appear from this passage, cannot cause disease himself. Remember, he is not a creator, but a destroyer, and so he is unable to develop anything new, but must use what God allows only. The Lord now lifts the hedge of protection from around Job’s body, and skin disease, ever present in the Middle East heat, and in the dirt of the streets, infects his skin. Satan quickly ensures that the skin disease is of the worst and most painful sort, with itching that drives Job to scrape at his sores with a piece of broken pottery. 
A man is close to madness when he gets to this place. He sits in the ashes and mourns and scraps his itching sores, possibly in the ashes of one of his own burnt buildings. Some commentators speculate from this passage and later ones that describe his symptoms, that he is suffering from “Elephantiasis”, or Lepra Nodosa. This sort of disease was felt by most of the ancient cultures of the Middle East to be a punishment of God upon the worst of men. It was, to the medicine of the time, incurable, although ash was rubbed into the open sores to try to soothe them through the effect of the charcoal. There was no human hope for any man with this sort of disease.

Verses 9 – 10.  

There was a reason why Satan didn’t eliminate Job’s wife when the children were killed. This woman is one of his best tools to undermine the sanity of Job. Some people are preserved in sugar and some are preserved in vinegar, and this woman is pure vinegar, although we can sympathise with her on reflection. She is quick to see that the suffering of Job is “unfair” in terms of her theology. She has had the “prosperity gospel” viewpoint through her life to this point, and has rejoiced in her husband’s piety, as she could see the Lord repaying every prayer and sacrifice Job offered with more blessing.  
Everything is changed by Job’s suffering however, and by the loss of their children and their wealth. Her life has unravelled and she has nothing left that she values, for she does not value her husband except in association with the blessings he previously brought her. The events of the last weeks have however blown away her theology, for she can see no point in worshiping the Lord when he allows such suffering to descend upon his faithful servants! Her angry words reflect the betrayal of her weak faith, and I have personally heard these words from wives who have reflected this very way upon their godly husband’s suffering. 

Job rebukes her strongly, calling her a “foolish woman”, and this indicates that previously he held her intelligence in high regard. This is not a “stupid woman”, but a thoughtful and previously good woman. She has brought up her family to love each other, and no dysfunctional woman can ever achieve that. This woman has been pushed too far, and her theology, like that of Job’s friends has unhinged under the great pressure she faces. She simply can’t trust God any longer and she rejects her faith and walks away from Job and her past life and faith. It is the last we hear of her, and given the ages of her children here, she cannot be the mother of Job’s next family. Job 42:12ff. 
Does her failure here make a mockery of the promises in Romans 8:28 and 1 Corinthians 10:13? No, it does not, but it reminds us that victory through this promise is for those who walk with the Lord through their trials only. If we walk away from the Lord’s path we will fall and suffer destruction. Matthew 7:13-14. The “way of escape” through all trials is the “Lord’s way” and unless you are clinging to Him He cannot lead you through to victory. 

We have His promise that He will never leave us, so that is not the danger, but the danger is that we leave His path and fellowship. Refer to the BTB study GOD CARES FOR YOU. Job’s wife has done that very thing; she has left the path of God through ignorance of mature doctrines. She has not grown up spiritually through the years she has had opportunity to do so, and because her faith was not robust enough to handle the events, she has turned from God. She is to be blamed for this in exactly the same way that Job’s friends are going to be blamed. 
She has had plenty of time to join Job in his prayers and sacrifices through the years; for through her spiritual fellowship there with the Lord and her husband she could have learned enough to join her husband now and wait upon the Lord. She has failed to use her time and spiritually grow, and the day has come where her baby-theology is blown away! If we fail to grow, we are dooming ourselves to some later disaster. 1 Peter 5:8-11, 2 Peter 3:18.  Refer to the BTB study EPIGNOSIS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD, MATURITY.

Verses 11 – 13.  

Job’s friends hear of the great calamities that have befallen him, and they travel from their places, many miles away and visit him to be with him in his sorrow. Given the distances travelled and the time it would have taken to hear of the disasters, they are probably not aware of his physical suffering when they arrive, and are shocked into total silence when they see his boil covered body and his dishevelled state sitting on the rubbish heap outside his mansion or tent complex. They do the right thing at this point; they also express the greatest sorrow at the state of their friend. They truly love this man, for they grieve for him, and sit with him as in the ancient world people sat with their own relatives after the loss of a close family member. 
Formal grieving lasted seven days, and you sat with the bereaved for seven days before speaking words of any comfort or encouragement to return to life. This remains the tradition within Jewish society even through until today. Traditionally it was after seven days that the eldest family member would stand, say formal prayers and then call the bereaved to arise from their grief and return to daily life. This didn’t mean that their grief was over, but that from the eighth day it was to enter a new phase, and normal living duties were expected to be performed again, even if through tears at times. 

Mourning rituals would go on for a year, with monthly prayers and libations at every New Moon, but the grief associated with the death was formally ended after seven days. On the first year anniversary of the death there would be the next major grieving-mourning ritual, normally with a reburial of the bones of the dead, associated with more prayers and other ceremonies that honoured their memory and their place in the community. 
What we have here is a formal grieving with Job for the death of his children and the loss of his goods, and now his health also. These men are behaving within the traditions of all the Middle Eastern peoples of the time, and they are doing the right thing, but they are also growing in bafflement as they sit in silent contemplation of Job’s suffering. The losses Job has faced are so great that his friends cannot work them out; he is suffering way above the level that they expect God to allow any righteous and good man to suffer. Their theology does not allow for such things, and they will try to work this out in terms of their theology, rather than placing their theology before the Lord, in case they were wrong. 
This is the challenge that rings down the centuries to us today. Do we have a theology that is robust enough to deal with all that happens to us? When we face great trials, do we take our theology and our problems before the Lord so that the Lord can educate us on both fronts?
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Satan and his demons do not have the power that Satan likes to claim. He is a limited creature, and for the believer walking close to the Lord there is nothing to fear from him. Let us warn our people to walk close to the Lord, and so position themselves to be victors in the Angelic Conflict.  They tremble at the person and power and plan of the Lord Jesus Christ. James 2:19.
2.
Suffering that the Lord allows is always for our blessing, never for our cursing. If the Lord allows great pain and discomfort into our life there is a purpose that will bring Him glory through our Holy Spirit empowered dealing with that suffering. Let us preach the biblical doctrine of suffering and apply it into our own lives each and every day. Let us encourage people to develop robust theology, so that they are not caught as Job’s wife and his friends were, by inadequate views of the nature of this temporary world.
3.
The day comes when it is too late to grow up, for the test has come and you fail it. Job’s wife fails the final test of life and she disappears from history in great bitterness. She had time to learn and grow and failed to do so. Let us warn our people of the need to “buy up the time”, for the days are truly evil. It is only those who grow spiritually that will be victors, all others will be casualties in the Angelic Conflict. Let us passionately urge spiritual growth every time we speak to the Lord’s people. 
DOCTRINES

ANGELS – SATAN’S DESTINY 
PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS
JUDGEMENT – GREAT WHITE THRONE
SIN – OLD SIN NATURE

SIN – OLD SIN NATURE, FRUIT OF
SIN – UNPARDONABLE SIN
GOD – GOD CARES FOR YOU

CHRISTIAN LIFE – EPIGNOSIS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD
CHRISTIAN LIFE – MATURITY
CHAPTER 3

INTRODUCTION
Despair is a raw emotion, but a real one. The great psychiatrist Dr Viktor Frankl, who went through Auschwitz Concentration camp once said, “There are certain things, when they happen to you, and you don’t lose your mind, it is only because you didn’t have a mind to lose”. Job pours out his deep grief, and sounds the depths of his pain and anguish. He gets seriously depressed about what has happened, and given the things that he has suffered, that is understandable. He expresses his deeply felt questions to the Lord.  This is 100% right and proper. 1 Peter 5:7.
For all of us who have plumbed the depths of suffering in some way in our own lives, his words are words we have heard our own lips utter, but for academic theologians they are baffling. Most commentators of the book of Job are academics, and none I have read to date have suffered enough in their own lives to really understand Job’s deep depression. 

I will warn you again and again in the study of this book to just “sit with” what you hear, and let the Lord bring its power and truth into your heart, for this is not a book that can be simply “analysed”, it must be sat with so that you feel Job’s pain. The very structure of the book appears to be repetitive to many commentators, and that is only because they have not suffered as this man has and they themselves are rushing to the theology that they believe is the answer to his problems. 

Do not make the error of Job’s friends as you read this pastor! As you read of his pain, just sit with it, and hear this poor man in his distress. Try to contain your normal tendency to give quick comfort. Sit and feel the depth of his pain, and be silent before his depression, and then you will hear the Lord’s words; but even more importantly, you will meet with the Lord’s heart here.

Job is expressing what must be considered “normal” for a man who has undergone such extreme suffering, but such expressions will create problems for those who have not experienced such things. He has been traumatized by what has occurred and is suffering from a mix of what we would call today, Acute Stress Disorder with depressive features. Such people are overwhelmed and to help them you must allow them to tumble out their confusion of emotion and thought, and give them the space and time to hear the word of the Lord again in the midst of their troubled soul. As you allow them to tumble out their pain, they will gain insights on the journey, but also you will hear little facts that give you insight into their previous mental and spiritual state. 

Job gives us in the last words of this chapter an insight into his own soul, and his own previous fears. This man had been fearful, even as he offered his prayers and sacrifices; fearful that catastrophe would ruin his life and destroy his prosperity. The very thing he had feared had come to pass. Satan had observed him closely over many years and he knew Job’s weak point, and it was there that the attack was targeted. 
JOB 3:1-26
1 After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. 2 And Job spake, and said, 3 Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child conceived. 4 Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it. 5 Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it. 6 As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined unto the days of the year, let it not come into the number of the months. 7 Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice come therein. 8 Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready to raise up their mourning. 9 Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark; let it look for light, but have none; neither let it see the dawning of the day: 10 Because it shut not up the doors of my mother's womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 11 Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly? 13 For now should I have lain still and been 12 Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck? quiet, I should have slept: then had I been at rest, 14 With kings and counsellors of the earth, which build desolate places for themselves; 15 Or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with silver: 16 Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been; as infants which never saw light. 17 There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest. 18 There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor. 19 The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his master. 20 Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in soul; 21 Which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than for hid treasures; 22 Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the grave? 23 Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in? 24 For my sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. 25 For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. 26 I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.  

Job curses his day of birth, and expresses his now pointless life, as he sees it. He recognises the truth, for if his whole life has come to this place, and it is to end here, then it has been truly empty of meaning and significance. The Greeks had a saying, “Call no man happy until he is dead”. By this they meant that it was only in the end of a man’s life that his choices and value system could be evaluated. It was only once his life had ended that its real value could be assessed. 
Job looks at his life ending in his present state and sees no reason of value in anything he has done, for all physical things and his children have been swept away. The value system of his world measured wealth in terms of children who followed a man, and the things his wealth had built up. All these traditional value systems are gone for Job. He has no children left alive, no business, no herds, and now no health. All he sees ahead is despair and painful death.

Don’t get pious and abuse Job of sin in his behaviours in this chapter; just hear his words and try to understand his feelings. His words are well within the traditional way of grieving in his day. His cursing of the day he was born was a traditional way of expressing great grief. To our ears it sounds exaggerated and extreme, but this was the stylized and poetic way of expressing great grief. 
He contrasts the hope and joy of the day of a child’s birth with the despair of the present day. He contrasts the light and brightness of the days of a child’s entry into the world, and the dark bleakness he feels as he faces what he believes is his certain departure from this life in pain, anguish and suffering. He cannot see any hope whatsoever as he contemplates his present life. He calls on the darkness to testify that the light was wrong about his birth, for all his hope and joy has been turned to darkness and despair! 

This traditional poetic lament is the most dramatic way that a man in his culture can express his hopelessness, and in the depths of his own soul he wishes to hide all this from God Himself. It is as if he believes his unworthiness before God is such, that he wants his despair hidden from God Himself. The very One he needs to lay his despair naked before he seeks to hide from. 1 Peter 5:5-9. Having been such a strong believer, and such a righteous and pious example to his people, he is now ashamed of the depression he feels is in control of his very being. Refer to the BTB studies at the end of this chapter.

Verses 6 – 12.  

He seeks that even the very day of his birth be removed from the calendar, as he sees it as an unlucky day. He wants no-one else to share his birthday lest they share his fate. He wants people to be quiet; even those who might want to mourn, he wants them silenced, for there is nothing to mourn about, there is only silent and baffling despair. This is the testimony to the greatness of his grief; he feels such deep emotions that he dares not express them fully, nor does he want anyone else to share them, or speak of them. He is literally beside himself with grief. 
He wants all the stars and even the sun to be darkened and extinguished, because these “signs of the heavens” did not predict the calamities that would follow after his birth, and so the stars have outlived their value and must go! He sees that all the prophets and seers who claimed to be able to “read the stars” have all failed to predict such great suffering to come, and so their whole system is flawed. He then simply cries aloud that he wishes he had died as a stillbirth and been spared the pain and anguish that he has seen in these last weeks.

Verses 13 – 16.  

These words immediately made me feel the pain of another writer many centuries later; they bring me to the thoughts behind the words of Ecclesiastes. This is a man who is jaded with life, and sees no point at all now in all he did before. Everything he had done to work for his prosperity, and build the wealth that his family enjoyed, has now no value at all. All he has built is destroyed, and his hope is gone. 
I recalled as I read these words of Job the powerful emotions of a man I worked with in my clinic many years ago. He had lost fellowship with his only children, who were then adults. These sons had gone into the darkness of the drug world, and drunk deeply from that polluted well of evil. They had finally emerged from prison hating him and all that his life represented. He had worked hard to build a business empire and all his wealth was now a burden to him, for those he had built it for had ruined their own lives and wanted nothing to do with him. All his purpose and meaning in life was gone. His depression and despair paralleled Job’s.

Job muses on the long hours and hard work he had done to build his wealth through the years, and he had done it for his children’s prosperity after him. He reflects that he may as well have slept through the days, for all the good that his hard work did for him and them. Had he simply slept his way through the years he would be better off than he is now! He sees also the pointlessness of the building of all great empires, to simply have them lost by an enemy assault, natural disaster, or the death of loved ones. 
He sees that all the great pharaohs have to face exactly what he faces this day; the loss of all they built. They simply build ruins for themselves; for all buildings become ruins over time, and every great palace is a match stick away from a pile of ashes.  All their silver and gold do not protect them from sickness, death, or disaster; they have simply made themselves the richest men in the cemetery. In the end that is where all the wealth of nations goes. Ecclesiastes 3:9-14, 18-21, 6:3-9.

Verses 17 – 19.  

The grave is the destination of all men; rich and poor they all rest there in the end. The troubler and the troubled all end up in the same state; they are all dead and all their frantic energy to “get ahead” and be rich and powerful ends in the “rest of death”. All distinctions are also ended with death, and all bodies are in the end the same; just dead bodies. No matter how rich or powerful men were, their bodies are all the same. There are no distinctions between slave and free man, ruler or servant. The equality of death levels all man’s temporary earthly distinctions. 
Job is close here to the break-through that the Lord will later give him, for all he says is truth here. All the wealth he had before does not indeed matter at all; all that finally mattered was what the Lord wished him to do with his life before it ended. All men do end up dead, but what matters is how they lived and what they did for their Maker!  2 Timothy 4:1-8. 
Our end is equal to all others; it is only our life work that really sets us apart, and wealth alone is not a worthy goal. Job is starting to truly and philosophically open up to the reality that life has to be worth more than the material prosperity he had gained, and in this he is absolutely correct. He is questioning the very prosperity gospel philosophy that is at the heart of his friend’s confusion as they look on at him.
Verses 20 – 22. 

Job’s despair deepens. Why is light given to show such misery as he feels? Why is life given that people might suffer longer? These remain powerful and relevant questions, and many ask them as they care for dying relatives and friends who long for death to release them from pain and distress. 
My own elderly parents, at 89, and 88, ask why the Lord has kept them alive long enough to suffer the dementia they experience. I write these words having just returned from my nightly visit to pray with them as they go to sleep in their Old Folks Home hospital beds just along the road from my own house. They need twenty four hour nursing care now and are dying slowly by inches. Their once strong and able bodies are frail, and their minds are slowly unravelling. They ask why they can't go now to heaven, and that question is one we all as a family need to sit with, but in the Lord’s company.  As I revise these words in 2011 I can reflect back on the Lord’s answer to all our prayers, as both my parents were taken home, within 8 days of each other in August of 2009.  They are now part of that great cloud of witnesses cheering those of us who remain in the fight onwards to victory. Hebrews 12:1
There are big questions here in Job and we will still feel them at times in our own life cycle today, and Job gets to the heart of these “big” issues. Sit with these things, but sit with them in the Lord’s company. Remember His Holy Word. “To the Lord alone belong the issues of death”. Psalms 68:20. “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” Psalms 116:15. Many long for death to release them from their suffering, and yet they awake each morning to fresh pain and distress for all around them. These are major challenges to faith and to our understanding of the character of God. We are called by Job to face these squarely and sit with the pain of them, as he sits with his pain.

We face in today’s world the so called “miracles of modern medicine” which often prolong dying, but they do not enhance life. A generation ago the doctors used to call pneumonia “the old man’s friend”, as it allowed the elderly to slip away peacefully, yet today some doctors will fight to keep people in a state that is neither living nor dead. 
Now hear me very clearly here, no biblical argument can ever be made for euthanasia, but Job touches a nerve here for all who have cared for the dying in their distress and confusion. What is the answer to these things? Now the Lord will give the answer in the end, but this book lets us sit with the question long enough to really feel its power. We are urged by Job to sit with the difficult things here, and not reach too quickly for a trite and simple answer, that is in fact proved wrong by the Lord in the end. 

Let us remember again that everything the friends of Job will later say is certified as wrong by the Lord in the end. Our own trite answers to Job’s questions may also receive the Lord’s condemnation. Let us wait upon the Lord, and sit with the distress of Job, and not rush to give false comfort, or false doctrine. Let us sit with these things that Job raises, and let us ponder them, and place them alongside the reality of the character of God, and wait for the Lord to break through with His answer. The challenge for Job’s friends is not to reach for trite and false answers to these deep questions, but they have studied theology too long, and they will give false counsel that the Lord will later condemn them for. Let us not make their mistake, but sit with these overwhelming things, and wait for the Lord’s answer.

Verses 23 – 26.  

At times our way is “hidden” from us, and we have no way to understand what is happening. It doesn’t mean there isn’t a path to walk, nor a meaning in the journey, but at the time we cannot see or feel it. Job feels hedged in by the Lord; he feels trapped in a place that is not of his making and he has no understanding of what it means. He has no appetite for food, and he pours out his distress aloud with sighs and screams that arise from deep within. His distress is so deep he cannot find the words to explain his confusion and sadness. 
Job then tells us that what he most greatly feared has happened to him; what was his worst dread has come upon him. He had not previously lived as if he was safe and secure. He had not been careless in his living, and yet trouble found him and overwhelmed him. Job gives us an insight into his prayers and sacrifices here, for he hints that deep within his spirit, he had feared all along that he could lose everything, and it appears that he had been praying about this for years, and his dread of it consumed him at times. 

He had no real peace in his wealth, for he feared its loss, and now his worst fears have come to pass. He did not have the peace of mind of Paul as he expresses it in Philippians 4:11-13. What was it that caused this inner disturbance for Job? Job only hints at this, and we are left to just “sit with” his revelation now and wait for things to unfold later. He himself is confused about things at this point, for his emotions and the depression that crushes him has affected his own mental function. He cannot process thoughts, nor work out why anything has happened, but he remembers his fear of loss from years beforehand, and he wonders at its significance now. Satan had certainly heard his prayers in the past, for he knew that this was the point to attack Job. 

It is the reminder to us, to take all things from the Lord in thanks, and keep a light grip on all physical things, for we leave them at death anyway. Truly, “the Lord gives, and the Lord takes away, and blessed be the name of the Lord”. What He does not take away is His presence, but in great pain and depression we feel at times that He has gone. What is the truth at such times? It is to be found in the doctrines of the Word of God, for He will never leave us nor forsake us! Let us draw near to this great truth as we leave this chapter. Hear the words of the Lord’s servants, and make their prayers your own. Psalms 27:7-14, 38:9-22. Hear the Lord’s direct promises to His people and claim them; rest upon them like a strong rock. Isaiah 41:9-17, 43:1-12, 55:6-12, Hebrews 13:5-6. 
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
It is always the right thing to just sit and hear the distressed without trying to answer their cries too quickly with polite and well meaning words. When people are overwrought the main thing they need is to be heard. Let us be good listeners first, and only then will we be good counsellors when the time comes to speak. The time comes to speak when the distressed person has been fully heard and tells you as much. Do not be in too great a hurry to answer the distress of people with words; mankind always needs understanding and love well before they need the words of mere men, who are as limited in their understanding as them.

2.
Raw pain and distress is uncomfortable to sit with, but compassion demands we do so. Let us teach our young pastors to sit with the pain of others and minister to them with kindness, not trite self righteous theology. By the end of this book we will be as heartedly sick of trite theology as the Lord is! Depression is not sinful; it is normal when great pressure is applied to an individual’s life. Do not abuse the sick by blaming them for their illness, and do not abuse the depressed for their depression. Our concentration needs to be upon assisting the depressed person to steadily and powerfully move out of the depression. Refer to the BTB study below, DEPRESSION – PRINCIPLES FOR DEALING WITH IT, CBT ACCORDING TO ST PAUL.  

3.
Life is more than clothing and feasting. Matthew 6:24-34. Life is more than money, power and reputation. The value of our life is in our service to the Lord, and hearing His “well done good and faithful servant”. There is no other thing that is of value, for all else remains on the earth, and all of it will be wrapped up, and put away for eternity. 2 Peter 3:10-13. Let us focus upon the REWARDS AND CROWNS of eternity, for our destiny is there in eternity; it is not based upon this temporary planet in this time-space universe. Our destiny is in the new heavens and the new earth. Let us rest upon the promises of God at all times. Refer to the BTB studies below, HEAVEN AND HELL, ETERNITY FUTURE.
DEPRESSION – PRINCIPLES FOR DEALING WITH IT

Proven Biblical techniques which you can use to successfully deal with depression in your life, REGARDLESS OF THE CAUSE:  

1.  CONFESSION OF PERSONAL SIN

Make it a spiritual habit to confess sins the moment that you become aware of them. This step toward recovery from depression is absolutely critical!!   1 John 1:9

2.  THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit fills you and controls your life when you have no unconfessed sin in your life. You can trust the Holy Spirit to reveal sin to you when you commit it, or even before.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit is given in Galatians 5:22-23 it is: Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control.  These 9 virtues replace depression

3.  LIVING IN THE WORD OF GOD:

Make it a daily practice to read and study the Bible each and every day. By living in the Word of God you are constantly reminded of GOD'S viewpoint, of His Plan, of His provision, of His awareness of our spirit of heaviness; and we are reminded of what He wants to accomplish in us with the tests or trials that we are going through.  

A Christian’s response to the Word of God should be:

[a] 
READ IT - Deuteronomy. 31:11; Isaiah. 34:16; Luke. 4:16; Ephesians. 3:4; Colossians. 3:16; 4:1; 1 Thessalonians. 5:27; 2 Timothy . 4:13; Revelation 1:3.

[b] 
HEED IT  - Psalm 119:9; 1 Timothy. 4:16.

[c] 
SEED IT - Matthew. 28:19, 20.

[d] 
DESIRE IT - 1 Peter. 2:2.

[e] 
PREACH IT - 2 Timothy 4:2

[f] 
RIGHTLY DIVIDE IT - 2 Timothy. 2:15.

[g]
LIVE BY IT - Matthew. 4:4

[h]
USE IT - Ephesians. 6:17.

[i]
SUFFER FOR IT, AND IF NEED BE, DIE FOR IT  - Revelation 1:9; 6:9; 20:4.

THE CHILD OF GOD IS TO:-

KNOW IT in his HEAD 

STOW IT in his HEART 

SHOW IT in his LIFE

SOW IT in the WORLD:  

Deuteronomy 4:1-10; 12:32; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 33:6; Proverbs 30:5, 6; Mark 4:24; Luke 8:12; John 12:48-50; Romans 8:7; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 2:1-4; Revelation 1:1-3; 20:12; 22:18; 19.

4.  APPLY THE PRINCIPLES OF GRACE:

Depression is often caused by PEOPLE, and most of the time by people we cannot escape, or people we love, or people we cannot confront, or people we trust.  

By applying the principles of grace we will develop the ability to look at people and see them as GOD sees them.  

This includes the ability to let them live their lives as unto the Lord, and trusting God to make His way clear to them.  This technique lets people make mistakes without your judging them.  Matthew 7:1-5

5.  FOCUS ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST:

When we focus on Jesus Christ it helps to cure depression because it gets our eyes off our spouse, our children, our neighbours, our friends, ourselves and our problems.  Hebrews 12:2

Instead, as we move through the day, we are thinking about the Lord Jesus Christ, His plan for our life, the Father's provision for each incident in our life, and His provision of wisdom for each decision we must make.  

6.  TRUSTING AND APPLYING THE PROMISES OF GOD

When we trust and use the promises of God we then enter into the "REST" phase of Christian living.  

We need to have a good grasp of just who God is so that we will not hesitate to believe that He can do what He has promised to do.  Hebrews 4:1-11 [see topic PROMISES]

We need to know Him as He reveals Himself in the Bible. We need to believe Him when He tells us what He will do for us.  Cast your burden on the Lord because He really does care for you!!  1 Peter 5:7

7.  RELAX – TAKE IT EASY – BACK OFF AND LET GOD DO HIS WORK.

A relaxed attitude is based on knowing God personally and intimately as His special child that you are. A relaxed attitude is one of the results of living in the Word of God, walking in fellowship with Him, trusting in and using His promises to you, and being focused on Jesus Christ.  

If you are a Christian, YOU are His personal gift to His Son, who categorically stated that no one can ever snatch you out of His Father’s hand, nor out of His  John 10:27-29

You are personally being trained and groomed by God Himself to rule this entire universe with Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords. God already sees you seated in heavenly places perfectly sanctified and glorified. See topic on ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

To have the glory, you must also have some suffering for a little while on this earth. This is part of your training.   See topic on CHRISTIAN LIFE - SUFFERING

8.  STRIVE FOR INNER HAPPINESS IN YOUR LIFE:

Inner happiness is not possible for the Christian who is occupied solely with himself and his own needs.  It is also not possible for the person who occupies himself solely with his own problems, his own circumstances and his own efforts.

Inner happiness is a state of happiness and joy based on knowing that God is everything He claims to be and that He can do ALL that He has promised.  See topic on BEATITUDES

Inner happiness is the joy of living where every provision for physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being is being made by God in the life of a Christian who is walking in daily fellowship with Him.  

COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL THERAPY ACCORDING TO ST PAUL

1. ROMANS 7:14-25
THE “WRETCHED MAN” – FACING OUR SINFUL REALITY

Unless we face the facts about our need of a Saviour and our daily need to deal with our sins (1 John 1:9) we live a lie and are open to deception from all sources; human and angelic.

2. ROMANS 8:1-18
THE GLORY OF KNOWING THE POWER OF THE INDWELLING CHRIST.

There is hope for all who face the facts of their Old Sin Nature and the greater power of the indwelling Lord and Holy Spirit, 1 John 4:4-6, for then we are “plugged into” the power for spiritual victory)

3.  EPHESIANS 4:20-32

PUTTING OFF THE OLD AND PUTTING ON THE NEW

4.  COLOSSIANS 3:8-16

PUTTING OFF AND PUTTING ON

Our old behaviour patterns are the result of our early childhood and adolescent “programming” and the choices we have made later. All of this has been laid over our genetic strengths and weaknesses (our Old Sin Nature), but in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit’s power we can re-program our inner computer and think as the Lord intends. God’s challenge is to replace our old patterns of thinking with his way of thinking.

5.  EPHESIANS 5:17-29

THE RELATIONSHIP OVERFLOW OF THIS CBT TOOL

6.  COLOSSIANS 3:17—19
RELATIONSHIP OVERLFOW OF CBT

If the Holy Spirit is active in our life there will be evidence of it in our daily walk through life, and especially in our relationships with loved ones and others we meet. No change = no Spirit! Love will be the overflow of the Holy Spirit’s presence, and we build up the power of love in our life, as we have seen in 1 John 4, by praise and prayer to the Lord reflecting on his love for us.

7.  PHILIPPIANS 3:10-17
-
FORGETTING THE PAST AND FOCUSING FORWARD


It is not a “one shot decision” to make changes in our life patterns, for the old patterns are tenacious. They must be identified, understood, targeted and replaced. Then we must rebuild new patterns through the Holy Spirit’s work upon the Word of God applied into our life, to firmly establish and live and celebrate daily in the new life we now have.

8.  PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9

FILLING THE MIND WITH POSITIVE THOUGHT PROCESSES SQUEEZING OUT THE NEGATIVES FROM LIFE 

The mind acts like a vacuum; it will suck in all evil around if there is not positive pressure from good working out from the centre of our being. We squeeze evil out by leaving no room within for it to grow. As we fill our waking moments in praise of God’s goodness we squeeze evil thoughts out.

9.  COLOSSIANS 2:20-22
-
SAYING NO TO THE “EASY FIX” OF LEGALISM

The great “cons” of  Satan are initially focused on down playing sin and evil so that believers are neutralized by them uncontrolled within their lives, but if that fails he has an even better plan to neutralize the grace of God within us. This plan is the “super-spiritual” plan of legalism, whereby foolish men get to feel really superior because their sins are more refined than their neighbours! Legalism is false spirituality that feeds of the great sin of pride and arrogance, the very opposite of God’s grace and mercy, and the complete opposite of the servant heart of the Lord Jesus. Matthew 7:15-20. God’s grace, mercy and love are the antidote to all of Satan’s lies. Reflect upon them and praise Him.

COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL TOOL FOR THOUGHT STOPPING
When an annoying person says something, or an unwanted thought occurs, we can allow them or it to “rent space in our head” and not be paying for it, except in misery to ourselves!!! All unwanted mental “clutter” weighs us down and can create great frustration within. It is a result of the Fall of Adam and Eve, and an ever present reminder that we are all fallen creatures, with an easy tendency, from our Old Sin Nature, to sin.

This simple Cognitive Behavioural technique below may assist you to plan to deal with the specific problems that really irritate you and trip you up. Whatever the challenge, from your dysfunctional thought patterns that you have within yourself coming from early experience, to the annoying people you meet, there is a way to stop these thoughts from controlling you.  
The good news is, this tool can be used to deal with our own annoying behaviours also, and is a powerful way to stop yourself doing something that childhood software errors, and poor adult choices on top of the old tendencies, may have programmed you to do!  This helps you label such thoughts as something akin to “software errors” (sins), as “not new me” (that is, not my real born again nature, but a reflection of my Old Sin Nature), and enables you to get control over them and re-program your responses into godly pathways. Hebrews 12:12-13. There are three steps to do this.

Before we apply the three steps identify the situations where you find yourself responding in an unacceptable or sinful manner. Write these situations out, identifying the precipitating events, the thoughts you have, the feelings associated, and the things you then say or do that make you ashamed or annoyed. Programmed bad reactions waste time and energy – and bluntly, life is just too short to waste on such things. Bad responses also hurt the people we love and need to be eliminated before they eliminate our relationships!!! The Lord wants us to walk closely with him, and bring every thought into captivity to Christ. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6.

Once you have your “hit list” of problem situations, ask the following questions of each.

1. WHAT LABEL CAN I USE TO PUT THE PERSON/SITUATION INTO A FUNNY or PROFESSIONAL BOX?

Find a funny label (or at least a neutral one) for the annoying precipitating event, thought or person. Remember, we want to look down upon our old bad habits, not take them seriously (fear them) as if they are more powerful than our new nature in Christ. There is nothing funny about sin, but if we mock it we will find that we have more power over it, for in Christ, we have superior power to call upon than our Old Sin Nature can muster. This label can then be used when the event/thought occurs and it will take the heat of your reaction out of it. You label it as a “stupid thing” rather than accepting it as an integral and permanent part of the new person you are in Christ, for in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit’s power, it is not any part of the new you!

2. TELL YOURSELF THE TRUTH.

“The truth is….”  Think of a statement that powerfully expresses the reason why you will not let a “twit” or “idiot thought” rent space in your head, but rather you will walk your genuine life path in Christ! This truth statement may be a verse of scripture like some we have seen from 1 John.

3. TAKE ANY IMMEDIATE ACTION TO REINFORCE THE TRUTH.

Identify any action to immediately take to reinforce your true path in life rather than your old reaction which reflected your bad programming from childhood. This is an action that reflects a Holy Spirit filled path, rather than an Old Sin Nature dominated one. It may be a praise or prayer activity that reinforces the doctrinal truth you have used as step 2.

EXPERIMENT with these steps and test yourself in all problematic situations. End with celebration and worship in which you acknowledge the truth to the glory of God.

Review your progress regularly with your counsellor, mentor or pastor. Build strength in this by daily feeding upon the doctrines of the Word of God to build your hold on the truth that will always set you free from satanic deception, false priorities, and blindness to consequences of wrongful actions. 

DOCTRINES

HEAVEN AND HELL

ETERNITY FUTURE

CHAPTER 4

INTRODUCTION
This chapter begins the first cycle of speeches of Job’s friends. This first cycle goes from chapter 4 through until chapter 26. The friends speak in turn and it is Eliphaz the Temanite who speaks first, and his initial opening speech is here before us. It is the speech of one who is seriously scared by what he has seen and heard from Job. Job has kept these men mentally stable through the years by his wise counsel and his godly life. They looked to Job as “Exhibit One” for their theology. They looked at Job and said, “This is how God prospers and protects a man who lives righteously, and this is how the Lord blesses him." 

They had all followed the example of Job in their own lives, for they wanted the blessing that they saw he enjoyed in their families and businesses. Job was their key speaker at all men’s conferences and full gospel businessmen’s lunches and breakfasts! He was the poster boy for the prosperity gospel message, and now they look with fear at the total destruction of their whole theology in Job’s suffering.   There is nothing abstract about suffering, for your beliefs are challenged.
They are faced with a choice now, and although they each see it slightly differently, their central conclusion is going to be the same. They can either admit that their theology has been wrong at its very core from the beginning, and that God’s dealings with man are more complex than their simplistic viewpoint allowed, or they can conclude that Job has done something wrong to lose his prosperity and health. They can see that they either need to change their viewpoint, or they can seek in Job’s life a reason for the catastrophe that leaves their theology intact. 
They will opt for this latter view; they will not cast aside their prosperity gospel, so they must abuse Job for doing some secret sin or evil that has led to the catastrophe that has unfolded around him. They cannot see that the Lord would allow a righteous man to suffer, for their philosophy-theology has as its central tenant, that no righteous person will get sick, suffer or lose prosperity. They believe that righteousness in the soul is demonstrated by wealth, health and prosperity in the body.

Let us pause here and reflect for a minute or two upon the dominant theology of the second decade of the twenty first century. Is it not the same “prosperity gospel” that the four friends preach? Do not the majority of popular preachers and theologians today believe that if a person walks rightly before the Lord that all will go well for them? Do not the people of God enjoy singing choruses that reinforce this? I just sang at church recently a line in a song that said, “Everything with God is “Yes” and “Amen”.” Now this is clearly false, for the Lord will answer prayer three possible ways; with “No”, “Yes”, or “Yes, but not yet”. 
Everyone in the congregation was enjoying singing this song, for it has a catchy tune, and yet it was clearly false, and that particular church doesn’t teach the prosperity gospel. This is common today. Is there not a universal human desire to enjoy blessing rather than pressure? It is normal, and to be expected, that the majority of mankind seeks a pleasant religious experience, and instant rewards for their spiritual life. 

Hardship is not a popular message, and suffering is not a desired option for most. We don’t like hearing the Lord’s words, “In this world you will have tribulation/trouble!” John 16:33a. Now we don’t have to panic at this point, all we need to do is keep reading Jesus words. “But be of good cheer, I have overcome the world”. Job and his friends are working well before the full revelation of the Lord, so we must walk with them patiently as they grapple with these things, but we must realise many people still grapple with these things. 
As we enter this section of the book, and as you hear the words of the theologians we will meet here, you will be listening to men from nearly 5000 years ago, and yet they will be saying what prosperity gospel preachers are saying on their slick television programs this very morning. Don’t jump up to answer them, any more than you jump up to answer Job. Just sit with all you read and hear in these speeches, and remember that God says these men are wrong, and He pronounces the death penalty upon them! Job 42:7-10.
JOB 4:1-21
1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 2 If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking? 3 Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 4 Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. 5 But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways? 7 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? 8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same. 9 By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed. 10 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions, are broken. 11 The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the stout lion's whelps are scattered abroad. 12 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof. 13 In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men, 14 Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake. 15 Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: 16 It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, 17 Shall mortal man be more just than God? Shall a man be more pure than his maker? 18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly: 19 How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth? 20 They are destroyed from morning to evening: they perish for ever without any regarding it. 21 Doth not their excellency which is in them go away? They die, even without wisdom.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.  

This man fears for his own sanity now, for Job’s life example has been his example and hope. He has believed to this point in his life that if he lived like Job that he would enjoy peace, prosperity and have great earthly happiness. He uses a term from metal smelting when he speaks to Job. He asks if he will be permitted to test/assay what has happened to Job, to see if there is an answer to what this great suffering means. He seeks to identify the nature of the “metal” that has beaten Job, for he is in fear about what it means for him. 
So far, so good; for if he continues on this investigative path, he will allow the Lord to show him the truth, and he will be corrected himself. He asks Job respectfully if he will be offended if he asks questions of him to work out what this great calamity is. 

He then betrays his own confusion and the great possibility that his “investigation” will be what we would call a “cover up”. He indicates that he cannot restrain himself any longer, for he is bursting inside to ask questions about the calamity. He has a personal stake in this investigation, and he doesn’t want what has happened to Job to apply in any way to him at any later time! He feels the power of Job’s mental collapse and he fears for his own sanity if there is anything wrong with their shared theology. He will hope, like his friends after him, that they can find a reason that is specific to Job alone that explains this great calamity, for then they can continue to feel safe and secure in their belief system.

Job has been the doctrinal source of encouragement in their own lives. He has been the counsellor who strengthened them in tough times by his words and example, and those words and life example were always pointing to prosperity and peace coming from Job’s form of obedience to the Lord. Eliphaz has based his life on Job’s example, and he has been encouraged by Job’s teaching to serve the Lord in a way that will secure prosperity and peace in this life. 
He is very concerned that he may be forced to alter this viewpoint, because it has been the centre of his belief system for all the years he has known Job. When he has lost faith in the past, or doubted in any way, Job has strengthened his feeble knees. But now, “IT” has come upon Job. Notice this phrase that Eliphaz uses in verse 5. This calamity (“it”) has “come in” (literal meaning of the Hebrew) to Job’s life. Eliphaz uses this phraseology to echo the words of Job in chapter 3 verse 25. 

The fear that Job feared has come into his life and Job has now buckled at the knees. There has been as it were a fatal flaw at the very centre of his theology; a thing he always feared would happen to disturb his life, and now it has happened. It has come into his life and his soul has fainted within him; it has struck him and he has fallen in his spirit. His mind is now clearly disturbed. This last observation refers to the symptoms of his depression, and the specific post-trauma symptoms. Eliphaz sees that from sanity Job has moved into mental illness because of this calamity. He fears that there is something wrong with the belief system, for then he is also vulnerable to madness and calamity. 
It is a much better option for Eliphaz, that there is something that Job hasn’t told him, that may give an explanation for this calamity; something that is wrong in Job’s life, so that he can then avoid that thing, but keep his belief system intact. Eliphaz wants to know what the causes are of all this pain and despair. He seeks Job’s counsel and advice so that he can avoid Job’s errors, for Job must have done something, for that alone can be the reason for these things. What has Job done?

Verses 6 – 11.  

Job’s pious way of life was his power. He “feared the Lord” and walked in the confidence of God’s blessing as a result. His source of hope was the righteousness of his ways. He rested in his righteous behaviours, for he knew that his life pleased the Lord. In all this Eliphaz is correct, for the Lord has already told us that He was pleased with Job’s life, for he was a righteous man. Job 1:8, 2:3. Eliphaz then raises the contradiction that neither he nor Job at this point, can find their way around. How can suffering come to an innocent/righteous man? 
He then states as fact the two observations of verse seven; that the innocent have never perished under the hand of God, nor have the righteous ever been cut off without prosperity and posterity in the land. He is absolutely sure of this; that God does not hammer His people into the earth in despair and total loss! He looks at Job and sees despair and total loss, and it makes no sense within the logic of their, until now, shared philosophy. 

Can you see Eliphaz’s concern pastor? Either he must change his theology in a direction he doesn’t want to go, or Job has committed some secret sin that has led to this. Job cannot be fully righteous for this to happen under the principles of their theology. He doesn’t consider at this point that there might be a bigger thing going on here, for this man doesn’t think in terms of exceptions, only in terms of basic principles that give him security in the prosperity gospel he seeks to maintain as his own. 
All that Eliphaz has seen in his own life to date has reinforced their theology; that the guilty reap the consequences of their evil, and that God destroys those who break His moral laws. He has seen many examples of God’s direct judgement against evil men; he has seen the Lord breathe upon them, and they have been blown away. It hasn’t mattered how powerful these evil men were; even lions of men have had their teeth broken by God. The Lord has eliminated their hunting grounds, and scattered their prides of evil children. Their families have been dispersed and destroyed, and their evil plans have been brought to nothing. God has judged the evil ones, and Eliphaz has seen it again and again through his long life. 

What Eliphaz cannot fathom, is that what has happened to Job resembles these judgements against evil men! What he cannot work out is that Job now resembles one of these destroyed evil men! Deep within his heart he wonders what Job has done to bring this sort of judgement upon him? The Bible is absolutely clear that the righteous person is under the special protective hand of God. Nothing can hurt the righteous servant of the Lord unless it comes from the Lord, or by His specific permission. All that occurs to the righteous occurs for their blessing. Romans 8:28-39. 
All this is biblically true, but it is what has happened in Job’s case that baffles Eliphaz, for he could not see this happening to Job, even though Job himself may have feared it. Read through the following verses of the Psalms and Proverbs. Look firstly at Psalms 1:1-6. Notice that this Psalm simply expands upon Eliphaz’s observations, so it is clearly not wrong, but it does not reach far enough. Read now Psalms 5:12, 7:8-11, 11:4-7, 34:15-22. Now notice the subtle additions to the words of Eliphaz in the spiritual insights of the psalmist, especially in Psalm 34. 

It is in this direction that the book of Job will go. Job and his friends need to expand their theology to include suffering within it, for the Lord does not promise a trouble free life, but a life where troubles and tests come to produce more spiritual fruit in the life for both time and eternity. John 16:33. Now we don’t want to run too far ahead, for this is where the Lord will bring both Job and his friends by the end of the book. I raise these passages from the Psalms now to encourage you as you wade through these turbulent waters. 
The challenges that Eliphaz gives here are powerful ones, and all of us who have seen deep suffering have thought of many of these things at times.  Read on in Psalms and Proverbs and secure yourself in the biblical doctrine of suffering, and the stable security of the spiritual blessing of the righteous person. Psalms 37:16-40, 55:22-23, 58:10-11, 92:12-15. Notice this last verse, for all the men of the book of Job need to see that there is no unrighteousness in God, but that they just don’t see all the facts as yet. Proverbs 10:3, 11, 16, 22-32, 11:7-8, 11-12, 12:1-3, 5-7, 10-12, 28. There is suffering for us all on this journey through life, but righteousness in life ensures that everything works out for blessing in time and eternity. Romans 8:28-32. 

Verses 12 – 16.  

Eliphaz has had what appears to be a spiritual experience. He is like many within our Pentecostal churches today, who believe they have had a “word from the Lord”, and that they have fully understood it, and need to pass it on to all who will hear it. It may have occurred here at Job’s house, or earlier; he is silent about when this “vision” was seen and experienced. The word of the Lord here does appear to have a real basis to it, but his own belief system stops him hearing it fully and accurately, and truly understanding it. Refer to the BTB study PROPHECY. He is apparently humble in his words of explanation of this vision he had on his bed, and he indicates that it may be the key to understanding what has happened here with Job. 
We are left with the question; was this experience a real vision, or is he a great pretender? Let us give this man the benefit of the doubt at this point, for what he sees does appear to be real and true, but his comprehension of it will prove to be inadequate to explain Job’s situation, and doubts about its authenticity remain. This vision is a reminder to us that even a dramatic event is no guarantee that the person receiving it will be fully benefited by it. Our own belief system acts as a sieve to all we hear and see, and we interpret all things through our belief system. If we have a flaw in our own way of seeing the world and interpreting it, then we will not necessarily be corrected by either what we see or by what we hear!
Eliphaz experienced great fear and there was a very deep impact of the vision upon his body; he physically shook, his bones vibrating with the fear he felt. This is the reason I believe he did see and hear something. I do not think he is lying here that he saw and heard something. This is indeed a dramatic event, but will it shed light on what Job has suffered? It was as if a spirit passed over his face, and the hairs on his skin stood on their ends. He felt all his skin crawl and tighten as this occurred. 
This is indeed a really frightening experience, but we are still wondering, what does the spirit say, and will it help him understand what has happened to Job? Having experienced the fear and the bodily sensations, then there was quiet, and the spirit spoke. By this point we are all on the edge of our seats, and we expect a great spiritual breakthrough! Will the vision deliver what its introduction promises?

Verses 17 – 21.  

The spirit breathes the following points to Eliphaz. No mortal, and therefore limited man, can ever be absolutely “just” before the Lord. No created man may ever be truly “pure” before his maker. These statements are transparently, and we could say, obviously true, but only in part, so keep on being cautious of these men’s words. All men are limited to space and time, and so we do not see the things of eternity, for we cannot with our limited minds. Now this very point should alert Eliphaz to the limitations of his own theology, but he will not pick this up. He applies it to the righteousness of Job, and he makes this say that no man can be truly “just and righteous”, because all men are limited, and their morality must therefore be limited also. 
He is off on the wrong track! It is absolutely true that none can be better than their maker, nor know more than their eternal and infinite God. As Eliphaz interprets these words however, he gets off track. He believes this means that Job must be unrighteous and unjust, but he doesn’t see that if this is the correct interpretation, it also means, so must Eliphaz be, for he also is a limited man! Now pause here and remember the words of the Lord, for the Lord has certified Job, as a limited man, but as a righteous and a just man! 

Eliphaz has possibly heard the Holy Spirit speak the truth to him, but has interpreted and applied it wrongly. Wrong interpretations begin when we fail to apply toe truth to ourselves first!  He has failed to see that what is said of Job, is also said of him and every other man. No man is more righteous or knowledgeable than God, yet the Lord does call us righteous when we accept His path through this life, and we are certified as pure and clean through the blood of His Saviour, and the words of life He gives us. John 13:10-11, 15:1-8. 
Through our relationship with God in Christ Jesus we are declared righteous. Refer to the BTB studies on IMPUTATION, POSITION IN CHRIST.  Man can be righteous and pure, but only by walking God’s way through this world, and that way may involve things occurring to us that are hard to fully understand this side of eternity. Eliphaz cannot see these things at all because he is not thinking in the framework of grace, but of legalism.

The next words of the angelic voice are baffling, and throw real doubt upon the truth of this vision, or at least upon Eliphaz' interpretation and memory of it, and they certainly show that his application of its details are flawed. The words of verse 18 are biblically wrong! God does trust His true servants, for He has told us that regarding Job, and God does not charge His elect angels with folly. God does charge the fallen angels with folly, for they have followed after folly. 
Has Eliphaz truly heard the spirit speak, or has his fear and bodily arousal affected his perception and memory? Is this whole vision just a super-spiritual invention to make his theological point? What is flawed here? It is not the character of God that is flawed, nor the truth of scriptural revelation! The elect angels can be trusted absolutely, but the fallen angels cannot be trusted absolutely! Eliphaz has missed the distinction. Did he not hear correctly, or is this whole “word” a fabrication? 
He then goes on and indicates that the next words of verses 19 and following are also the words of the spirit. The implication that if God can’t trust the angels then He certainly cannot trust men, (who are simply made of clay – lower than the angels) is logical, but the basic premise of the argument is false. 

We must beware of apparently logical arguments in philosophy and theology, for if the first premise is false, then the logic of all that flows from that first premise, while being logical, will also be wrong! This is the heart of the problem that the book of Job is getting to grips with; if men have a false starting point in any viewpoint, then they will have a false final conclusion. 
Now it is absolutely true that all that we have physically is finally eaten by rust and moths, and ends in the dust of time. Jesus Himself makes this point, as do many other scriptures. Psalms 39:11, Isaiah 50:7-10, 51:7-8, Matthew 6:19-21, Luke 12:27-34.  All physical things will be worn away over time, but that does not mean they were pointless aspects of our life. It is not correct to say that nothing matters, and “none regard it”, for God sees all we do, and even though what we physically build will be destroyed over time, if it fulfilled its purpose before the Lord, then it was of eternal value. 

All men die, and all they have built up is lost to the mists of time, but that does not remove its eternal value if it was done in the power of the Holy Spirit and achieved what God wanted done at that time. Job himself has accurately explained this truth; we don’t need any special revelation to Eliphaz to reinforce this. Job 3:14ff. The details of life are all passing details!  It is the fulfilment of the PLAN OF GOD in each person’s life that makes meaningful the passing details of their life. 1 Corinthians 3:10-23. 
Regarding this vision we must ask; “Has Eliphaz really seen anything here, or invented everything?” With his speech finished we can assess it, and “inspect the fruit” of his words, Matthew 7:13-23.  I place his vision in the category of many I have heard in churches through the years; the result of over emotional enthusiasm and mental confusion due to the desire of the person to maintain their own position, not the result of the Holy Spirit. Refer back to the BTB study FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.  By the fruit we know the origin of the vision!
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Great spiritual experiences are no guarantee of anything except the assurance that God still speaks to man. The spiritual maturity and understanding of the person is tested by their “experience”, and many head down a wrong path after such experiences. If we have even the smallest of flawed starting points, even if it is just a small thing, unless we correct it, it will lead us very far from the truth over time. Let us always be ready to be corrected in our thinking, for then we are safe with great spiritual experiences. 
In today’s world believers seek great spiritual power-experiences, yet they lack the understanding of correct bible doctrines that would enable them to rejoice in the experience and build positively upon it. Experiences without understanding will simply lead the foolish person further into foolishness. Let us teach the truth to the Lord’s people that they might be ready for anything that happens and be able to build it into a positive witness and ministry.

2.
Beware of those who see visions and dream dreams and yet the content of their revelations are at odds with the revelation of God’s Word. The doctrine of PROPHECY is absolutely clear; those who cast any doubts upon the clear revelation of scripture are not prophets and their words are not divine prophecy. Eliphaz is either a pious fraudster, or his deeply held prosperity gospel theology has hidden the truth of the spirits revelation from him. Either way, the falseness of his revelation is transparent to us when compared to other scriptures. Let us test all spirits and all so called new revelations, as we are ordered to. 1 John 4:1. Let us reject anything that violates the teaching of the Word of God and casts any shadows of doubt over the Character or Plan of God.

3.
The details of our life are irrelevant, except for their fulfilment of the Plan of God in our life. No detail of our life has significance apart from the part it plays in the fulfilment of the Plan of God in our life. No item of property or wealth, no position of power, nor any reputation or fame has any value apart from its role in fulfilling what God wants for us. When we fulfil the plan of God everything has value, but when we are off the path of God, nothing has any value at all, and will be swept into the dust bin of history. Let us not be distracted or side tracked by the details of life, but be looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.
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CHAPTER 5

INTRODUCTION
Eliphaz continues here and says some memorable lines that many people on the earth, even to today, know by heart, but don’t know where they are from. He earnestly believes that Job must do something to break out of the place of judgement he finds himself in. He is scratching around, searching for an action that Job can do to change his situation! He believes that something is inadequate on Job’s behalf. There has to be a reason for this great suffering, Eliphaz believes, and it cannot be God, so it must be a sin on Job’s part. It is this error that will be maintained by each of the “friends” until the Lord silences them all. 
As you read these verses you will find yourself feeling a growing irritation; control that feeling and sit with Eliphaz’s comments, and see his passion to try to help Job at this point. See and feel his passion to defend the holiness of God, and also see that it is also the passion to defend his interpretation of the “prosperity gospel”. 
Finally we will see that the desperation to prove Job wrong rests in the self interest of these men; they don’t want God responsible for this suffering, for that complexity in the character of God they don’t want. Their reason is clear; it may prove their theology wrong. This man, and his other friends are very sincere; it is just that they are so terribly and arrogantly wrong. This brings us to a principle that is not well understood at all through history. Sincerity is not a virtue; only truth is!
JOB 5:1-27
1 Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; and to which of the saints wilt thou turn? 2 For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one. 3 I have seen the foolish taking root: but suddenly I cursed his habitation. 4 His children are far from safety, and they are crushed in the gate, neither is there any to deliver them. 5 Whose harvest the hungry eateth up, and taketh it even out of the thorns, and the robber swalloweth up their substance. 6 Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground; 7 Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 8 I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause: 9 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number: 10 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields: 11 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety. 12 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their enterprise. 13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. 14 They meet with darkness in the day time, and grope in the noonday as in the night. 15 But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty. 16 So the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth. 17 Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: 18 For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole. 19 He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 20 In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword. 21 Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. 22 At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 23 For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee. 24 And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin. 25 Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, and thine offspring as the grass of the earth. 26 Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season. 27 Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; hear it, and know thou it for thy good.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.  

Eliphaz really does not believe Job has a prayer to help him. He sincerely believes Job cannot complain about anything, for he must have committed some great and terrible, and secret sin, that just needs recognition, for then he can deal with it and be free of this awful place. The viewpoint expressed here by the actions of Job’s friends finds its ultimate expression in evil in the Inquisition* of the Middle Ages. The Dominican Monks who ran this great system of evil actually believed they were helping those they tortured to death. They believed that unless these people confessed their sins they would go to hell, and that by punishing the body they could free their souls for eternity. 
Most of the victims of the Inquisition were innocent of any crime, but were tortured until their breaking minds invented anything to confess, just to end their torment with a speedy death. Job will be pushed almost this hard verbally by his friends, for they too passionately believe if he will only “break through” and see his sin, then the healing or his body, mind and business empire can begin. They feel they must be “cruel to be kind”. They don’t listen to Job, and they don’t at this point listen to God! They will, in the end.

Eliphaz questions Job; “Will any answer you Job?” “To what holy one will you turn for assistance?” He challenges Job to speak to any angelic being or saintly man and see if they will support his viewpoint, for he believes that all living beings will support their theology, not Job. In this he is right regarding the theologians of man, and the satanic theologians amongst the fallen angels/demons. Religion has always been Satan’s main tool to deceive, distract, distort the thinking, and disable the spiritual power of saved and unsaved mankind. False religious systems remain Satan’s main tool to oppose truth even today. 
At church this very day I heard of two men who had approached a terminally ill woman, delivered a false “prophetic word” for her recovery, and then left the woman to her anguish. They have not spoken to her since, for their spiritual attitude is, “If she has faith she will recover according to our word, and if she doesn’t, then she has a sin or other problem that hinders her, and we won't waste our time with her any more”. The evil done to this frail and dying woman is awful, and as an elder I must act on this. 

Within seconds of hearing of this terrible thing, an elderly man entered the back of the church auditorium where our discussion was being held. I had prayed for healing for this man’s sore back last week in the church altar call. I approached him today and asked how he was, and heard his report, and prayed with him again, following the principle of 2 Corinthians 12:5-10. He was feeling much better, but I will pray with this man at least three times for his complete healing, and if he is not totally healed, then we will accept the Lord’s will, and pray for “more grace” to handle the on-going pain. I will not leave this man in doubt that God hears prayers, for our Lord always hears prayers and always answers them. 
If we pray for someone we are obliged to follow them up, in the same way that a physician follows up their cases. We are called to be caring and thorough in our showing of God’s love. This is the biblical approach, and Eliphaz mentors the opposite satanic approach!  Refer to the BTB study PRAYER, and also to the study on RELIGION, and COUNTERFEITS OF SATAN. 
Fools are destroyed by complaining, Eliphaz argues, so don’t complain to God, lest you be slain by Him! How far from biblical truth is this? We are told to cast all our burdens before the Lord, and bring our complaints to Him, for He hears and answers our deepest anguish. Psalms 55:22-23, Philippians 4:6-7, 1 Peter 5:7. Having stated a clear falsehood he continues as we are beginning to expect. 
Eliphaz then gets incredibly cruel regarding the deaths of Job’s children. He indicates in verse 3 that it is the “foolish” who have ignored something about God and their own sins that come to the place of judgement, and that their prayers then no longer work in that place of “foolishness”. The result of foolish prayers that do not reach God is that your children end up being crushed by falling buildings! (Verse 4). What he says here bluntly, is that Job’s children were killed by their house collapsing upon them because Job’s prayers were not heard, and that they were not heard because Job had become “foolish” in his soul and was separated in some way from God. 

Notice clearly what is being claimed here, for it is awful beyond words, and yet I have heard such things said today. Job is directly blamed for the death of his children. This is not comfort, no matter how you try to explain it!  Worse than that, it is not true! Whatever the spiritual state of Job’s children, and I commented on their questionable behaviours in chapter 1, their death was not due to any short comings on Job’s part. Job's prayers have been heard, and God’s love and respect for Job is unaltered. His children have died as a result of a lot bigger things than the prayers of Job. It is not as simple as Eliphaz’s theology indicates. 
Eliphaz then goes further, claiming that the loss of the crops, herds and businesses are clearly also the indication that Job’s prayers have stopped working for him, and the Lord has removed the hedge of protection from all his enterprises. Now we know that the Lord has removed the hedge from Job, but we know also that the reasons are not related at all to Job’s sins, nor do they relate to anything wrongful in Job’s life, prayers, or witness. False theology will assign false reasons and causes to events because it doesn’t see the big picture, and has a blind spot to anything not simplistic enough to fit into their limited viewpoint.

Verses 6 – 11.  

Just in case Job doesn’t take the previous words personally Eliphaz makes them absolutely and devastatingly clear to him. Eliphaz is not arguing that suffering is normal and an inevitable part of man’s life, as some commentators argue. He is making the opposite point that suffering doesn’t just “pop out of the ground”; suffering is only the “normal human lot” for those who do not get their spiritual life right! Man’s life will have trouble, unless he gets his theology right, and if he does, then he will be blessed. Only “fools” get trouble, and they get it because they break the rules in some way, and the sooner they admit that and get wise again, the sooner the trouble goes. This man will tenaciously hold to his viewpoint and will not let any facts shift him, even the facts he himself goes on to mention!
“Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward”, but by absolute obedience and submission to God the individual man, who follows Eliphaz and the others, reverses that natural trend. This man believes in Original Sin, and the need for man to admit his sin, and the need for absolute obedience to God. All this is correct and good, but it is irrelevant to what is going on with Job, for he is a believer and a righteous one. Eliphaz is right in urging committing our cause to the Lord God, but he is totally wrong in his assessment of the reasons why Job should do this. 
Job does need to rest in the Lord, and he will do so in this debate for a long time. We all need to do this, but the reasons behind individual events are not as simple as Eliphaz wants to believe. Notice also that Eliphaz gives correct information regarding the greatness and majesty of God and the unsearchable nature of God’s Plan, and yet he hasn’t applied these facts to the difficulties of Job’s situation in an open minded manner. 

Had he looked at the total situation openly he would have seen, that the “unsearchable” nature of God, and the wonder of His creation, indicates something significant and yet strange is going on here in Job’s case, and it needed to be “sat with” to be understood. He speaks the truth about the wonders of the Lord’s provisions for man, and His grace in lifting men up, but he doesn’t take these facts to their next logical step. If the Lord lifts up and blesses His people, then blessing needs to be sought here in the midst of the pain, without blaming Job for sin that he hasn’t committed. 
Eliphaz’s theology cannot reach there. Even as he speaks the truth about God’s lifting up of those who seek His face Eliphaz cannot help himself; he must get in a comment about Job needing to mourn before he will be lifted up into the place of safety. Eliphaz believes that Job has grieved God in some way. He has been “unsafe” in his living, and his prayers have failed to keep his children “safe” because of some secret sin. 

He is absolutely right about the need of all men to cast themselves every day before the Throne of Grace, and all men can do that, and they can be assured of being lifted up. He is totally wrong however about Job’s specific spiritual needs at this point. He keeps trying to squeeze Job into the mould of “all men”, when what is happening here is as unique as what occurred in the life of Paul. 2 Corinthians 12:1ff. Job is a special man, and he is being dealt with in a special manner, and these men will find it impossible to accommodate this fact within their theology. Refer to the following passages about the Throne of Grace, for we all need to daily draw near the Lord with assurance and loving worship. Ephesians 3:11-21, Hebrews 4:15-16, 10:18-22. Refer to the BTB studies OBEDIENCE, SUBMISSION. 

Verses 12 – 16.  

Just in case Job believes he is too smart for the argument of Eliphaz, he takes a side swipe at the “crafty” person also. By “crafty” Eliphaz means anyone who doubts his theology and tries to argue his way around it. Those who have absolute confidence in their own viewpoint will often speak of all others as being “negative”, or too arrogant to see the truth. 
Such insulting references always tell us more about the accuser than the people they accuse. Most who cannot see others perspectives will insult and attack all other viewpoints, and make it clear by their behaviours that they have the very problem they accuse others of having. In light of the words of God later in the book Eliphaz’s comments in verse 13 are humorous, for he himself will be proven to be one of the ones who have been “caught in his own craftiness”.  

His observations about the foolishness of man’s philosophies and theologies are absolutely true. Those who persist foolishly (the froward) in false viewpoints will go headlong into disaster eventually (verse 13); it is only a matter of time. Due to their false theology, they will lack the spiritual insight to walk safely through life. Without the “light of life” to guide them they will stumble in the safest places. (Verse 14). Refer to the BTB study LIGHT, WALKING. 
Eliphaz then correctly recounts the protection of the Lord over the humble and the weak. He reports that God will always protect the weak from the “mighty” men who would otherwise do them violence. The poor can relax in the protection of the Lord, and the foolish have their mouths stopped by God’s justice, mercy and love towards the poor. Now pause a second and reflect what has just happened to Job over the last weeks. He has been devastated by the attacks of the “mighty”; the Chaldeans and the Sabeans have devastated his servants and his herds. What is the only conclusion that can be drawn from Eliphaz’s words? 

He intends Job to conclude that clearly Job is “foolish”; for if the Lord protects the righteous and he hasn’t been protected, then he cannot be righteous, he must be “foolish” and “froward”. The foolishness of Eliphaz’s argument is seen in the example he has used. He has argued that the Lord protects the “poor” (the “needy”) and the “weak”. Now let’s be logical in our assessment of his argument. Job was wealthy and powerful when he lost everything, so does that mean that now that he is “needy and weak” that the Lord will protect him, and will He only protect him until he gets wealthy and powerful again? Such logic is flawed at its very base! 
Eliphaz, like all theologians who are desperate to maintain their viewpoint, even against all evidence that something else is happening before their eyes, has fallen into contradiction himself. God does not protect people because they are poor or weak, but because they have sought His protection and are walking in the paths of righteousness. God’s wall of protection is around all His people, and it remains there while they walk His path for their life. God’s protection is not related in any way to people’s money or lack of money; such details of life have nothing to do with it. 
When the Lord removes the hedge of protection and allows testing circumstances to come into a person’s life, there may be a variety of reasons for it, but all are for the eventual blessing of the child of God and it is always controlled by the Lord. Eliphaz speaks as if he knows the truth, but he is far away from it.

Verses 17 – 21.  

Once again he tells us the truth here, and the words of verse 17 are repeated else-where in different contexts, for they are true words. The only problem with them here is that they are not relevant to Job at this point. Psalms 94:8-15, Proverbs 3:11-18, Hebrews 12:5-13. There is an old saying by Dr David L Cooper, “A text out of its context is a pretext”. It is true of all misquotes from the scriptures, and also true here when a true doctrine is quoted in order to demand a false application of it into a life in which it is presently not relevant. The Lord is not correcting Job in any way here; something else is happening. 
The simplicity of Eliphaz’s theology defeats him every time. He cannot think outside the square of his own theology. He believes God is either blessing or judging; he cannot see that there are other things being done that relate to the Angelic Conflict. He is absolutely correct in verse 18 when he speaks of the Lord’s ability to wound and then to heal, and the Lord will do that 200% in Job’s case. Job 42:10ff. This is a true doctrine and it speaks of divine discipline of the believer, but once again we are challenged by the facts here; Job isn’t under divine discipline at this time. The reasons for his suffering are not related to discipline.  The picture is more complex than Eliphaz can see or think through.
Eliphaz records the power of God to deliver man from all the calamities that can come upon us in this world. Now pause again and reflect upon what has just happened to Job; he has been hammered by nearly every one of these calamities. Why would Eliphaz say such things to a man who has clearly not been protected by the Lord from the seven calamities? Remember Eliphaz’s logical processes; he believes Job must be argued into seeing that it is him that is at fault and that he himself is the author of his own catastrophes. 
If God has not protected him, and yet the character of God is based upon the certainty of His protection over His saints, then the reason for His lack of protection over Job can only be sought in Job himself. God cannot have had a power failure, or a character change, so the only reason Job is suffering is because he is wrong in some detail of his life that he hasn’t either seen or admitted yet.  The logic is impeccable and yet it is wrong, because it has left out one vital fact – there is more going on than man can see at this point.
Verses 22 – 27.  

Now Job has been unable to “laugh at” famine or destruction, for it has come and taken away all his goods and all his loved ones. His “alliance” with the stones of the fields and the beasts of the hills has broken down; he stands naked and bereft. His tabernacle is shattered; it is not “at peace”. He is unable to visit any habitation that he once owned, for he has a leprosy type condition and is an outcast from men. He is presently camped upon the rubbish tip outside his old mansion. 
His “seed” is all dead, buried under the collapsed building in which they were partying. He has no offspring to carry on his name after him, let alone numbers like the grass of the fields. He is anything but a healthy “shock of corn”; he is a shrivelled and diseased “dead man walking”! Eliphaz is really insulting his old friend, for every blessing of God that he enumerates, Job has been stripped of, and Eliphaz is rubbing salt into his wounds. Why does he hurt his friend so badly, by underlining his belief that he is judged by God? The answer is in the last verse. He and his friends are convinced by their long theological study, that their viewpoint is the correct one, and that there is no escape from their conclusions. He urges Job to accept this view, deal with his sin, and if he does, “it will be for thy good”.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
The arrogance of the theological viewpoint of Eliphaz is still very much alive and well within our present Pentecostal circles. Many preachers and self proclaimed prophets circulate spreading the identical teaching to Eliphaz in our own churches. Let us hear the correction of the Lord and heed the warning of this book, for those that preach such evils are under God’s judgement.

2.
True doctrine can have false application and therefore work to undermine faith rather than build it up. Let us be careful in our preaching and thoughtful in our application of what we have preached. The Lord holds us responsible for the false conclusions that are jumped to by foolish saints because we have not been careful enough in our explanations and applications.  We are called to feed the flock, not confuse the flock!

3.
Let us preach real fear of judging others regarding their sins. Let us remember the warning of the Lord through Paul in Romans 14:1-13. Refer to the EBCWA Study on Romans 14 and go through this section carefully, for we will be dealt with by God in exactly the same way that we have dealt with others. Let us be careful, accurate and truthful.
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NOTES
CHAPTER 6

INTRODUCTION
Eliphaz suspects hypocrisy or spiritual fraud in Job’s heart. He has argued as if Job is not telling them something, yet Job has confessed his confusion, and that is his true state. He is baffled as to why the Lord has allowed these things to occur and he seeks an answer from the Lord.  He has hoped in vain that his friends will deliver to him the oracles of God, as he has previously tried to reveal the truth of God to them. He feels bereft of their support and the Lord’s answer, for the Lord remains silent at this point. 

The next two chapters comprise Job’s first answer to the cruel and heartless accusations that Eliphaz has raised with him. By the time all the friends have spoken, we will wonder at Job’s patience with their theological and very personal assaults upon his character and his spirit. He remains patient under the maximum pressures that they will bring to bear upon him. The devastation of his great loss is one thing, but when you trust men to comfort you and they let you down, the terrible pain of those shattered hopes is even worse. Job’s worst suffering is yet to come as we open this chapter to hear his first reply to Eliphaz.
JOB 6:1-30

1 But Job answered and said, 2 Oh that my grief were thoroughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the balances together! 3 For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. 4 For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array against me. 5 Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? or loweth the ox over his fodder? 6 Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg? 7 The things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful meat. 8 Oh that I might have my request; and that God would grant me the thing that I long for! 9 Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off! 10 Then should I yet have comfort; yea, I would harden myself in sorrow: let him not spare; for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One. 11 What is my strength, that I should hope? and what is mine end, that I should prolong my life? 12 Is my strength the strength of stones? or is my flesh of brass? 13 Is not my help in me? and is wisdom driven quite from me? 14 To him that is afflicted pity should be shewed from his friend; but he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty. 15 My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the stream of brooks they pass away; 16 Which are blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein the snow is hid: 17 What time they wax warm, they vanish: when it is hot, they are consumed out of their place. 18 The paths of their way are turned aside; they go to nothing, and perish. 19 The troops of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited for them. 20 They were confounded because they had hoped; they came thither, and were ashamed. 21 For now ye are nothing; ye see my casting down, and are afraid. 22 Did I say, Bring unto me? or, Give a reward for me of your substance? 23 Or, Deliver me from the enemy's hand? or, Redeem me from the hand of the mighty? 24 Teach me, and I will hold my tongue: and cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 25 How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove? 26 Do ye imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind? 27 Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for your friend. 28 Now therefore be content, look upon me; for it is evident unto you if I lie. 29 Return, I pray you, let it not be iniquity; yea, return again, my righteousness is in it. 30 Is there iniquity in my tongue? cannot my taste discern perverse things?

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4.  

Eliphaz has accused Job is being a secret sinner, or a “foolish person” who has misunderstood the commands of God and disobeyed them, but Job rebuts that accusation, and pleads for someone to tell him why this has happened to him. If he is indeed a fool, then let someone tell him the truth about what has happened and correct his ignorance and foolishness. He recognises that the Lord indeed has allowed this great pain and distress to come into his life and it has crushed his spirit. 

He wishes that his friends would “weigh out” his pain and properly measure it. He knows that they have no idea what he has suffered. They see his pain in terms of their theology; they have not grappled with the personal nature of his pain or they would not have said such hurtful things. They have not truly felt the pain of their friend and previous mentor, or they would have sought for a different answer than one that will flow from their very traditional theology.

Will they ‘weigh’ his pain, or will they continue to speculate through their theology? He recognises that he has experienced what few men have ever known. The weight of his pain is heavier than the sand of the sea. This is hyperbole, but sadly this exaggeration is also quite true for Job! He has experienced more pain than any other man to his day. None have experienced the losses he has in such a concentrated time frame. The greatness and uniqueness of this suffering needs to be factored into the equation in their discussion. 

The friends are working from their standard theology, as if this is an ordinary case, but it is clearly not any ordinary case. This is not just the “worst case”; it is a unique case. That alone should have got them sitting back and looking for something unique and unusual as the explanation of the events.  Job does truly fear the Lord, and as a result of the great pain he has experienced he feels as if the Lord has riddled him with poisoned arrows and the poison is leaking out into his flesh as he speaks. He fears that the Lord has become his enemy, and he is at a loss to understand why, for he is aware of no action on his part that could cause the Lord to hate him. 

Verses 5 – 7.  

Job then asks these men to reflect upon why he would ask the questions he has if there was not a real reason for his confusion. He wants them to see that he is not just blowing hot air; he is genuinely confused and feels totally bereft of God’s comfort. He contrasts himself to the animals. None will make noise unless they are starved of food or in great distress. He is only making a distressed noise because he is distressed beyond measure. Why will they not hear and see the truth here? 

He has been reduced to living a life that he would never have even contemplated living, and eating foods that would never have passed his lips before. His life at this point should underline the fact that he is not the man he was, and that he has been brought lower than any would think possible, and he could ever have feared. The losses that have happened, he had feared in the past, Job 3:25, but he has been reduced to a lower point than he had ever contemplated was possible. Every “meal” is eaten in sorrow and deep depression. He is distressed and confused, and Eliphaz has done nothing to remove his confusion. Refer to the BTB studies, HUMILITY, HOPE.

Verses 8 – 10.  

Job is quite happy to be in God’s hands and for the Lord to kill him, for he sees not much point in carrying on. He is not suicidal, but resigned to death, and would rather die and be with the Lord, for at least then he knows there will be an answer for him for what has occurred. He would not complain if the Lord slew him, for at least he would be meeting the Lord and would know the truth. He has hidden nothing from the Lord or from his friends; he just seeks the Lord’s answer, but he knows that Eliphaz has spoken nothing of value at all. 
He would happily experience the worst pain imaginable before his death, for he knows that he has not done anything wrong before the Lord. Even under the worst pain of the most extreme torture he would not confess anything new, for there is nothing he can confess that he is aware of is a sin. He does not claim perfection, but he does believe he has been righteous. As we have seen, the Lord has already certified him as righteous. Job 1:8, 20-22, 2:3.

Verses 11 – 13.  

He has no human hope at all, for he has no physical strength left in his body. He doesn’t seek to prolong his life, for there is neither hope, nor any quality of life left for him to hope for. He sees only painful death looming ahead and the sooner it arrives the sooner his ordeal will be over. Many cancer patients that I have dealt with face this place of pain, and they do not seek further chemotherapy treatments, for all that those treatments do is prolong dying, they do not give life. Much of modern medicine is in this area, and Job’s questions and observations are as fresh and powerful today as they always were for those who suffer in their final months. 
He has no stone-like strength left, nor any bronze strength like a weapon. This is the clue to this book being in the early Bronze Age. He is unable to stand, let alone fight, or build. He sits and awaits his death on the rubbish heap. He has no physical strength, and he has no mental stamina or clarity of thought left either. These are the words of a depressed and dying man. Refer back again to the BTB study on DEPRESSION, so that you might really understand this condition and be able to be a better counsellor than Eliphaz has been.

Verses 14 – 17.  

He rightly accuses his friends of lacking compassion, and he correctly identifies that they lack the fruit of the Holy Spirit in their dealings with him, and as such the spiritual status of their theology is suspect! Refer to the BTB study FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. This is a very important point for us to reflect upon again and again, and as pastors teach the Lord’s people often. The Lord’s words in Matthew 7:13-23 are haunting and arresting. If a person does not show the fruits of the Holy Spirit to others then the Lord’s verdict over them is clear; they are not His! 
Many theologians through the centuries have blasphemed the name and character of the Lord through their claims and statements, and they have led the ignorant and weak people of God into distress and death. They have truly been the servants of Satan through their theology. James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8. As pastors we have a solemn obligation to teach this truth in power to God’s people, and so protect them from the anxieties and depression that will disable them if false doctrines get hold of their hearts. Let us encourage the people of the Lord in spirit and in truth, and protect them from false theology that will otherwise make merchandise of them. John 4:24, 10:10, Romans 12:15, 1 Corinthians 12:26, 2 Corinthians 11:29, Galatians 6:1-6, Hebrews 13:1-3.

Job gives good counsel to all who would be counsellors of the depressed and anxiety ridden. Gentle words need to be spoken to people who are crushed by life. Harshness is not a fruit of the Holy Spirit; gentleness is the fruit of God’s presence in a life. Of Jesus it was said, “The bruised reed he does not crush, the smoking flax he does not extinguish”. Isaiah 42:3, Matthew 12:20. The wounded person is healed, not crushed and discarded. The slightest positive volition (slight smoke from the flax) within a person who is stretching painfully towards the truth the Lord will encourage. The Lord’s desire is that we might “catch fire” for Him and serve Him again. God’s purpose is always that depression be lifted. 
Paul and Peter use the phrase “stir up”, which means to fan the flame of positive volition towards God’s will being done in the life once again. They urge the believers to fan the flame of God’s fire within them. 2 Timothy 1:6, 2 Peter 1:13, 3:1. Their desire is that the believers who are cooling in their passion towards the Lord might re-ignite their lives in the power and filling of the Holy Spirit again. Biblical counselling involves fanning the flame of the Holy Spirit’s presence in the life, not crushing the human spirit of the depressed person. Pity should be shown, love should be shown, and spiritual power and hope should be mentored, lest the person leave the reality of their relationship with God.

Instead of being encouragers of the spirit, these men have pretended to be suppliers of spiritual water, but their spring of water is poisoned! They have promised to answer his need with the pure water of the Word, but they have fed Job poison. Job knows that it is the washing of the water of the Word that he needs; he wants to hear from God. Ephesians 5:26. These men have been like some of the snow fed brooks of the land, which sound delightful in the winter and through the spring thaw. In the days of plenty they glisten, sparkle and bubble contentedly and they have in their appearance and sound then the promise of refreshment on the coming summer’s days, but by the heat of the summer they have gone. 
These men have been bubbling away with their theological enthusiasm in the temperate days of the spring time of their lives, but now it is high summer for Job, and the heat is on him, they deliver nothing except an empty stream bed. In the Armed Forces we refer to some men as “Chocolate Soldiers”. By this we mean they look good on the parade ground and in the safe exercises, but when the heat really comes on they melt! Eliphaz have proved himself a deceptive brook, a theological chocolate soldier! All he has promised to deliver has evaporated or melted away. He has nothing to offer Job in the heat of his affliction. All false teachers are like this; they are clouds without water, making promises they cannot fulfil. Jude 12-13. They sound great in the pleasant lecture halls, but in the heat of battle they melt away.

Verses 18 – 20.  

They claim to have discovered the right paths through the wilderness of this present world, and yet their paths lead nowhere, and those that follow them fall to their own destruction. There is no hope on the paths that these men walk. They lead men into ambushes that they have not seen. The enemy lies in wait along the paths that these men walk and they don’t see it. They lead themselves and their own friends to destruction. 
He uses the analogy of a caravan in the desert lands being misled by a false guide to find a water hole that does not exist, and so all perish there of thirst, or by their enemies. To follow these men and their counsel is death, and yet Job faces death on his path also, and he still has no answer to his questions. Job does not have the clear hope of Jeremiah, but he still clings to the truth that God will reveal Himself and the path forward. Jeremiah 17:7-18.

Verses 21 – 23.  

Does Job suspect that the enemy of mankind is at work here? Does he come close to the truth here that Satan is involved in his suffering in some direct way? In verse 21 he clearly sees the reasons that drive his friends to be so harsh; he understands that they are frightened men. He understands that they are seeing their whole theology shredded by Job’s distress, and they are fighting him and what has happened to him, in order to try to protect their own sanity. He wishes they could be more intelligent about this, and stop trying to defend the indefensible, and simply admit they are baffled also, and all pray together to the Lord. 
He also wishes they would do something quite practical like giving him something quite small to enable him to rebuild his wealth and through hope as he faces forward possibly rebuild his health. Why do they not just give him a practical gift to help his health and give him hope? This will eventually happen, but not by means of these impractical theological wind bags. Finally Job’s extended family will arrive and rebuild his empire, by simple and humble gifts that he will use to rebuild his financial strength. Job 42:10-11.

Verses 24 – 27.  

He gives them the direct challenge. He will stop saying things that upset them, if they will give him the answers to his deeply felt questions.  He is teachable, and he awaits their instruction if they know the answers, but he will not tolerate their irrelevant nonsense. He admits that “correct words are forceful”, but the words to date have either not been true, or if they have been true, they are irrelevant to his situation. He will accept strong rebuke, and direct speech, even if it is hurtful, as long as it is true and relevant to him! Instead of truth however, Eliphaz has delivered wind! They have acted worse than slave dealers with orphans to sell, and they have dug a man trap for a man they considered was their friend. 
Their behaviour so far has been despicable, but he can see where they are coming from; he knows their theological weakness, for he also had shared their viewpoint until the catastrophes struck him. He is asking the hard questions, but he understands why they won’t. They still have their goods and families intact, and they aim to keep it that way, and the way they see that they can do that is to maintain their theology, even if they have to crush Job in the process. Remember the behaviour and words of the Scribes and Pharisees after the raising of Lazarus. Read John 11:43-53. The enemies of the Lord seek to kill him and Lazarus to silence the evidence that something unique and powerful has happened. If men cannot face the truth, they will try to silence it by any means they can. 

Verses 28 – 30.  

Job urges them to look closely at him and ask themselves, would such a person, in such a state lie to them? He is in such distress, there is no point or purpose to his being a liar at this point. What can he possibly gain by pretending at this point? He believes he may die at any time, and they only need to look at him to be assured that this is indeed the truth. He has nothing to gain by pretending. He seeks the truth and he still hopes they will join him in the search for the truth. 
He wants them to “return to him” in their hearts, and see truly his state, and so assist him to discover what God is doing. He assures them that his own righteousness is intact, and they can be assured that there is no iniquity in his tongue. He cannot stomach or even stand the taste of evil things. His morality and spiritual standards remain pure and true to the Lord’s revelation of truth; he just has a question for the Lord that he wants help with.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
The Lord hates sin, but the Lord never hates us as His children. While we were yet sinners Christ died for us, so now, as His children, can He love us less than He has? This is the logic of grace that answers the fears and doubts of Job, and we need to cling to these truths at dark times. Romans 5:5-11, 1 John 4:9-10. The darkest days are when those we trusted turn against us. Physical suffering is hard, but the suffering of the soul as it faces the betrayal of friendship is far worse. We must recognise the hardest things to face are the hatreds of those who refuse to face the truth. The saddest thing in life is watching a loved friend hate the truth so much that they reject our love for them, and walk away from God’s love for them also. 

2.
When we face the “big questions” of life we need to have some “big silences” while we wait upon the Lord. Let us not be too hasty in jumping to quick and superficial conclusions about the deep things of God and man. Things are often a lot more complex than they may appear to be, and our minds are a lot more limited than most of us want to admit. Let us be ready to admit we have been “ignorant fools” in the past, and let us always be teachable, so that we might be lifted up and understand the Lord, His Plan, and His path forward for us. This is all we need in this life to find blessing.

3.
How practical are we in our visiting of the sick and needy? Do we bring gifts that will encourage and strengthen them in addition to counsel and prayer? Job longed for something that was a testament of hope, but all he got from his friends were empty words. Let us make sure that we bring more than empty words when we come to encourage the down cast. Let us fan the flame of the Holy Spirit into fire in the lives of all we meet and touch.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – HUMILITY

HOPE

DEPRESSION – PRINCIPLES FOR DEALING WITH IT  
CHRISTIAN LIFE – FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT  
NOTES
CHAPTER 7

INTRODUCTION
Job continues his plea to his friends and his pleas are desperate. He desires them to hear him truly and sit with him compassionately. He wants them to see the truth, not just try to maintain their theology at his expense. His deeply felt prayer ends this section, and it is still addressed to the Lord, who at this point remains silent. Job feels deserted by the Lord. This is the toughest thing about a serious faith test in this life; the Lord will often wait silently alongside us. The Lord never leaves us, and His arms are always underneath us, but His comforting words are silent at times for many months. We are challenged at such times to soldier onwards, lean on our faith in His Holy Word, and trust the Lord, in the midst of the heaven’s apparent silence. Refer again to the BTB study FAITH.

JOB 7:1-21

1 Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an hireling? 2 As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the reward of his work: 3 So am I made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me. 4 When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day. 5 My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome. 6 My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. 7 O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good. 8 The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes are upon me, and I am not. 9 As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. 10 He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more. 11 Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 12 Am I a sea, or a whale, that thou settest a watch over me? 13 When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaints; 14 Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions: 15 So that my soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than my life. 16 I loathe it; I would not live alway: let me alone; for my days are vanity. 17 What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him? 18 And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, and try him every moment? 19 How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle? 20 I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver of men? why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to myself? 21 And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away my iniquity? for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

What are the days of man upon the earth? Are they times of refreshing or times of struggle? Is this very question unfair? Actually, this very question is flawed, for the days of man are many and varied; we have days of great struggle, days of sadness, days of joy, days of refreshment and days of despair. The days of our lives are many hued. We need on our journey to repeat often the word of the Psalmist. “Lord help me to number my days, that I might remember how frail I am”. “So teach us to number our days, that we might apply our hearts to wisdom.” Psalms 39:4, 90:12. 

How clearly do we see this in our own lives today? Do we “buy up the minutes of our day” and use them to the glory of God, or do we fritter them away with television, partying, reading novels, and all other pointless activities? Ephesians 5;16, Colossians 4:5.  Now there is nothing wrong with light reading to get off to sleep at night, or even watching some interesting television, but all time wasting ought to be hated by believers. 

We should be gripped by the temporary nature of our time here and be obsessed with using all our time properly. There is something about the attitude of Job’s children that is hinted at in this area, but nothing further is said. Job 1:18-19. His children may not have been gripped by this reality but Job was. He saw himself correctly as a servant in the house of God.

We are all like servants (hirelings) in a great house that is not our own, yet many live carelessly as if they own the world and all that is in it! The temporary nature of our time here ought to grip us, and we ought to walk in the fear of the Lord who gave us life, and serve Him as is expected from one who received such great opportunities. Job challenges us about our attitude to the service we owe the Lord, and His right to set our task, our path and assign our rewards. The Lord tells two parables about this to challenge His own disciples and ourselves. Matthew 21:31-36, 25:14-30, Mark 12:1ff, Luke 19:12-27, 20:9-18. 
We are placed here for a purpose and we are assigned a path to walk; our task is to walk the path we are called to walk with the specific gifts and the associated roles that the Lord has given, and leave ourselves in His hands for vindication and explanation. We are challenged by the Lord not to complain about any of the details of our life, but transform them all in the Holy Spirit’s power. Isaiah reminds us that we are the clay and He is the potter, and the clay had better be careful of complaining about how it was formed into a pot, for the potter forms all his pots into pots of honour to bring glory to his name. Isaiah 45:9-13, 1 Corinthians 12:7-27. We are here to bring glory to the Lord’s name, and Job knows that, it is just that he doesn’t see how these terrible things can bring glory to God.
Verses 4 – 6.  

Job suffers wearisome nights and pointless days, for all he built is gone, and the people he built his empire for are all dead also. He wonders what will be the end of it all, yet he knows that the Lord is God, and so there is a plan here; he just cannot see it at present, and his friends do not appear to be able to assist him. He tosses and turns through the night, and while it is dark he longs for the morning, and when the sun rises he cannot wait until the day of pain and distress is over and a new night covers him again. 
I have sat with my elderly parents just this week (just before Easter 2009) and heard my 88 year old mother utter these very words. She cannot see the point of the days, nor stand the darkness of the nights. She has broken her hip and her back in falls over recent months, and dementia causes her to forget basic details of life. She is trapped in an old and frail body and seeks the Lord’s release. She is ready to go home to heaven and wonders why she is still here each morning, and in confusion and distress she comes to each night fall. (As I noted above she went home to her Lord in August 2009). Job captures reality here, and many sit within this reality each and every day. We are to sit with these issues with our Lord and prayer our way through them.

Job’s suffering is great because of the terrible nature of the skin condition that he has. It appears to be a form of Elephantiasis. It causes the skin to thicken and ulcerate. His skin oozes puss and the dust of the ground upon which he sits forms crusty clods of bloody earth over his broken sores. His clothing is filthy from the open ulcers and flies have laid eggs in some of the sores, and maggots crawl upon his skin and through his clothes. He is loathsome to himself and to others; he looks and smells really bad! 
Some say at times that they are suffering like Job, but pause and reflect upon this picture, and you will see that this man suffered beyond us all. Only our Lord Himself suffered more than Job. 1 Peter 2:18-25. This man’s suffering is above and beyond the norm, and his friends ought to have seen this. Job sits with days racing by towards his certain death, without hope and without any explanations for his pain and great distress so far.
Verses 7 – 11.  

He asks that his friends (and the Lord) remember that he is but wind/breath himself. The frailty of his life is what dominates his thoughts. I was just reminded yesterday of the words of Dr Billy Graham. When asked about the most significant thing about his life he answered in two words; “its brevity”. He achieved so much because he saw that he was here for such a brief time and he didn’t want to waste any time he had been given by the Lord. 
All old saints I have ever known are focused upon this fact, and as they die they repeat to all who will listen the urging to “buy up the time” they have. As great believers have died I have been hit by their warnings to the young people around them; they always speak of their sinfulness and God’s grace, and they all speak of how much more they could have done had they really run the race as they believe they should have!
Job feels his finitude. He sees that he is but a vapour, and that like the clouds he will be blown away by the winds of time. He speaks to his friends as a dying man, that they are looking at him now and yet they will not see him soon. He will be gone in death and in the grave they will see his body no longer. He feels and expresses that total separation from the things of earth that death involves. Some commentators use this passage to show that Job doesn’t believe in resurrection, but that is to take his words way out of their context. He is not speaking of resurrection to eternal life here, but the absolute end of this phase of his physical and earthly existence in death. He is speaking of the strangeness and the finality of physical death; he is here now and he will be gone soon.  
All men die and are gone from the world of men. No matter how bright, alive, powerful, funny, impressive and influential, they are after death just bodies rotting away into the ground. Because he believes that he now heads down the path of death, having made this powerful observation, he is overwhelmed by it all, and so sits silent before the Lord and his friends. He is feeling too overwhelmed, bitter, and anguish ridden, to speak coherently any longer for a time. He lapses into sad and deeply suffering silence. All sit in silence for several minutes or more.
Verses 12 – 16.  

The pause lasts some time, but then he bursts out again in his lament. He notices them all staring at him in silence with many unspoken questions on their lips. He asks them whether they are looking at him like hunters watch the sea for a whale to surface. Are they just waiting to throw another harpoon into him? Do they still seek to catch and kill him and so end his challenge to their system? He is tormented by them while he is awake and then by terrible dreams when he tries to sleep. 
He has no mental rest from the anguish that surrounds him. He would suffocate himself in his own pillow if he could, just to receive rest of soul. He would select death if it were an option in the night. At this point some may interject and say “no, surely not”, for he spins on at least one of them and condemns them for raising any objection to his desire for death. He does not seek suicide, but just an end to his pain. He does not want to live on upon the earth in this state; he does not seek immortality on the earth, for such a long life is indeed a dying daily. His days are empty of meaning; they are “vanity”. 
Read the chapters of Ecclesiastes and feel the pain of Solomon over these same things, and he had much less reason to express these things than Job. Solomon comes for the opposite end of the scale of suffering; he has pleasure coming out his ears, but sees that without the joy of the Lord, and His “well done” it is pointless. Pleasure and pain are equally pointless without knowing the purpose of God in one’s life.
Verses 17 – 19.  

These words are powerful words and through the pain and mental anguish and confusion they burn like fire. Those who are dying and suffering great distress will often say things at random that are incredibly powerful and perceptive, and then they may lapse back into incoherence. These words of Job ring true to me, for I have sat with the dying and the suffering many times and heard similar things said. One lady said to me, “listen to me, I sound like Aristotle”, and she did! When we draw near the end we may find that from the confusion of the mind all sorts of things emerge; some things complete nonsense, and some things gold. Job is pouring out great truths here, and he is giving us insights into the very Cross of Christ itself, for he plumbs the depths of man’s suffering here. 

What right does man have to expect to be lifted up and made great? What right does any man have to expect great things? The answer is clear; none whatsoever, apart from the plan and purposes of God for that life. The state of man is as a minor being beneath the angels in a vast universe that is beyond comprehension. We are indeed “very small”, and yet we are the recipients of God’s amazing grace, forgiveness that reaches all places, and His love that went to the Cross for us. The Psalmist many centuries after Job takes up this thought of Job’s and with a clear and thoughtful mind pushes it to its logical conclusion. Psalms 8:3-9, 144:3-4, 145:1-21. 
Job’s tortured mind, after weeks of suffering overwhelming pain is broken, but he still gets these clear glimpses of the eternal reality of God’s creation, but he cannot sit long enough with them to reach the peace he desperately wants to find. He feels bereft of the Lord’s presence, but feels that the Lord is there in the suffering, behind every thing that has happened, but as yet he cannot grasp any of it. How many of us have cried out at times, “How long Lord?” We are in good company when we get to this place, for David and Job both knew these thoughts. Psalms 6:1-4, 13:1-6, 94:3-14. Notice in these Psalms that David works these thoughts right through to their conclusion and rests upon the Lord in the end. Job will also learn this, but the journey has only just begun at this point. 
Verses 20 – 21.  

Job’s confession bursts out; “I have sinned”. The awareness of our status as sinners before a holy God will always overwhelm us in painful and distressing places. Just recently when I was seriously ill with bowel pain for three long weeks, I found myself crying out to the Lord in exactly these words. I was not recalling any specific sin, but just crying out to the Lord my recognition that as a sinner I deserve all the pain that I experience in this life. 
The Lord’s answer was clear, and he referred me to the cross, reminding me that the Lord took all the pain I deserved, and any I get now is to be seen as simply the “fellowship of His suffering” and to be rejoiced in. How can we rejoice in suffering? By giving thanks that we are experiencing just some of what the Lord experienced on the cross for us, and that it is a privilege to share in what He took for us. 

This subject of the “fellowship of the Lord’s suffering” is not a “normal” way of thinking today, but extreme pain moves us in that direction as mature believers. 1 Corinthians 1:5-7, Philippians 3:10, 1 Peter 4:13. Read these New Testament passages, for they silence the foolishness of prosperity gospel preachers who want to abolish all suffering from Christian experience! The Lord alone is the “preserver of men”, and there is no power that can kill us or keep us alive other than the Lord alone. Satan operates by the Lord’s permission only, so we can be assured that the time of our death is in the Lord’s hands, not Satan’s, or anyone else. Psalms 68:20, 116:15. 

Job pours out his pain to the Lord, for he believes that he has become a “marked man”, and under the great punitive hand of God. His friends have accused him of some great sin that has caused this calamity, and Job is happy to confess that he is a sinner, but he is baffled, for he cannot recall any sin that he has ever committed that is worthy of what he has received. He asks why the Lord has not pardoned his sins and lifted this great punishment from him. Why has his iniquity not been taken away by his sacrifices and his prayers? 
This is not a man who is standing for his own sinless perfection. He knows he is a sinner, but he also knows the power of the blood of the sacrifice and he has offered up his sacrifices and his prayers, and he is baffled as to why the Lord has not forgiven him and lifted him up. It is a reminder again of the importance of perspective in prayer.

We see things from our earthly and limited perspective. Job wonders why his prayers haven’t been answered, and yet they have all been answered. He wonders why he has not been forgiven, but he has been forgiven a long time ago, and all his sins are covered by the blood of the sacrifices. Refer to the BTB study BLOOD SACRIFICE. He seeks assurance of his salvation and all he feels is his pain. He is in such a bad physical state that he expects to die over the next night and seeks the Lord’s comfort before his death. The heavens remain silent, but his friends are preparing another harpoon to thrust into his tortured body. Bildad the Shuhite will throw the next spear at Job. As we will see again and again, these “friends” do not listen to this man and hear his questions clearly. Their theology clouds their perception and their logic. 
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Have we grasped the message of Dr Billy Graham about “life’s brevity”? Do we “number our days” (Psalm 90:12), and use all the time we have to win renown for the Lord by our Holy Spirit filled activities? This is where the greatest joy and the greatest tests are, for this is to live in the midst of the Angelic Conflict and fight in the front ranks against Satan and all his demons. God calls us to make a difference in our assigned place in the world. We have not chosen who we were born to, where and when we were born, and what the world was like when we entered it. All these vital variables were in the Lord’s hands. Our challenge is to walk before the Lord in humility and His provision of spiritual assets and spiritual power.
2.
Sorrow may hide the reality of the presence of God from us for a time, as our emotional power overwhelms perception of everything other than our despair and distress. This is why great sadnesses that we meet in life need to be “sat with” and experienced before they will be able to be let go and the journey resumed through the world. Grief will come to us at various times, and it may be great grief, but for that we do not need to look for any other cause than Adam and Eve’s fall. We live in a fallen world and we will have trouble in this world, but we have the Lord’s promise of His eternal presence. He will never fail us nor forsake us. John 16:33.
3.
We are but the servants of the great house of this universe. We do not own the real estate we often strive for, nor will we hold it for long. All we hold in this world needs to be held with a light grip, for it is given to us on the way to be used, and to be given away if that is required. Let us practise this “light grip” on our goods and wealth as we pass through this world. Let us be always ready to give our substance away to the service of the Lord and His people. Let us apply that today and look around for unused items that can be useful to others, and let us give them away before they rot or rust. It is a shameful thing for Christians to throw away a rotted, rusted and long unused item, when years before it could have been given to another saint and used by them to the glory of God. Refer to the BTB study of GIVING.
4.
Have you taken your hard questions to the Lord today? There are always things that will crop up in this life that are too hard for man to answer, but if they are “sat with” for long enough, the Lord shows His answer to them. Some time that answer will only be seen in heaven itself, and the challenge for us is always to rest in the truth of the doctrine of the CHARACTER OF GOD rather then give way to the distress and despair we may see with our limited eyes. 

5.
Baby believers are not expected by the Lord to go through what Job experiences, but mature believers may be asked to go through the fellowship of his suffering. This is the path that leads to glory for some saints, and to great eternal reward for those who embrace the teaching of the Lord in the midst of their pain. Refer to the BTB study REWARDS AND CROWNS. Ephesians 5:15-18.
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH

BLOOD SACRIFICE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIVING

CHRISTIAN LIFE – REWARDS AND CROWNS  
NOTES
CHAPTER 8
INTRODUCTION
As we hear these men speak we stand amazed that they have not heard Job and understood his deep anguish, nor felt his pain as he grapples with these hard things from the Lord. These men are desperate to defend God’s reputation against what they feel are Job’s attacks, and yet Job is simply asking the deep questions, and waiting for an answer. These men rail at him for asking the questions.  They cannot stand any questioning of the theology that holds them together, and they will not wait for God’s answer; they will not think beyond their framework. Let us hear this man Bildad and think about what drives him, and ask ourselves what would our answer be to him.
JOB 8:1-22
1 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, 2 How long wilt thou speak these things? and how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind? 3 Doth God pervert judgement? or doth the Almighty pervert justice? 4 If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast them away for their transgression; 5 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy supplication to the Almighty; 6 If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous. 7 Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly increase. 8 For enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers: 9 (For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow:) 10 Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out of their heart? 11 Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow without water? 12 Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it withereth before any other herb. 13 So are the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrite's hope shall perish: 14 Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider's web. 15 He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure. 16 He is green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in his garden. 17 His roots are wrapped about the heap, and seeth the place of stones. 18 If he destroy him from his place, then it shall deny him, saying, I have not seen thee. 19 Behold, this is the joy of his way, and out of the earth shall others grow. 20 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers: 21 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips with rejoicing. 22 They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling place of the wicked shall come to nought.
REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4.  

How can a man hear Job’s words and refer to him as a “wind bag”? Notice the next question this false friend asks; “Does God pervert judgement?” Can you see where this man has gone wrong? Job hasn’t been accusing God of getting judgement wrong, he is just baffled at what is happening here. He knows it cannot be judgement, for he hasn’t done anything deserving this, but as far as Bildad is concerned the only reason for all this pain is judgement, and so Job must have done something, and so all his words that deny he has done anything are clearly “wind”. This is important to see, as it explains the danger of the false starting point for all arguments. If you start from the wrong place, then you will arrive at an even more wrongful conclusion. 

Bildad is absolutely sure that the adult children of Job have died because of their transgressions. Now when we looked at the children’s life styles, I observed that they were careless in their living and there were clearly things about them that didn’t make sense in light of their father’s piety, but they are not wicked in any way! They have not died for any wickedness or gross sinfulness; they were just careless of spiritual things. Normally such people would live on and grow up, and later on discover truth, and their lives would then change, but their lives have been cut short. 
This is a tragedy, and a mystery at this point. The adult children of Job did not deserve to die according to any sure facts we have before us relating to their lives. We have speculated but seen the need to sit quietly and let the truth emerge, but Bildad isn’t ready to do this. The facts don’t stop Bildad’s attack, for he has the motto; “don’t let the facts get in the way of a good argument!” Don’t confuse this man with the facts because his mind is made up! 

Verses 5 – 7.  

Bildad has missed Job’s heart felt prayer. He has not seen that Job has been casting himself at the throne of God seeking the answer. He tells him to speak to the Lord, and yet that is what Job has been doing, with tears and in anguish of his soul. But Bildad has the reason why he hasn’t been answered. These theologians really believe they know the secrets of God. It is very clear to Bildad what the problem is; clearly Job is neither just nor righteous enough for God to answer. 
Bildad states that Job is neither pure nor upright, for had he been just and true, then the Lord would have answered him already. If Job were doing things by Bildad’s book, then he could depend on God blessing him.  The fact that his prosperity has gone is a sign to Bildad that he has been outside God’s purpose and will and operating unrighteously all along. 

While Eliphaz looked for some great sin or evil that Job may have missed, Bildad has gone far further; he has argued that Job has been an unrighteous man all alone.  Job has fooled them all to this point, but clearly he has not fooled God and the Lord has moved against him finally and fully. As far as his theology is concerned there is no other reason possible! If he now changes his life and plays by the theological rules, then even though he is “small” now, he will be lifted up again and be great once more; even greater than he was before. Healing and restoration is however conditional on playing by the theological rules of Bildad and company.

Verses 8 – 10.  

He now calls upon the men of the past to stand witness that he is correct in his observations. Does the past have the answers every time? A single minutes reflection tells you that there are things that can be answered from the past, but only some people in the past will be worth hearing! Age is no guarantee of anything except age! It has always been true in science for example, that whenever a man said, “most scientists in the past agree”, that whatever was said after those words was wrong. For example, most scientists believed the world was flat and that the sun rotated around the earth up until the days after 1600! 
The majority vote has never been a reliable means of ascertaining truth through history! Some men and women have always heard the voice of God, but they have not tended to be the majority! So come back now to the words of Bildad. Is he right that the current generation know nothing, but that the previous one knew everything? We value wise men and women, but not all older people are wise. Youth may discover the truth faster than older people are ready to recognise it. Once again we have theology speaking half truths.

Moses had called upon the people of Israel to listen to the words of their godly ancestors, but who was he referring to? He wanted them to be discerning about who they heeded. They were not to heed the example of Lot, except to avoid his example. He did not want them to follow Ishmael or Esau, or the younger Jacob. Moses call in Deuteronomy 32:1-12, is to walk after the faith of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the paths of godliness and total dependence upon the Lord. 
Moses call is not following Bildad’s theology, but Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. We build ourselves upon our godly forefathers, not upon any old “grey heads”. It is not age that gives wisdom but the obedience of the specific individual to the Holy Spirit through the years. Experience over many years in doing the wrong thing does not make a person wise except in their own conceit. 

There is another thing that emerges from Bildad’s words. Many claim to have wisdom today, as their forefathers have claimed to be the wise prophets of earlier days. Remember a basic principle here. People who keep telling you how honest they are will normally turn out to be con men or criminals. Honest men do not need to speak about their honesty, because their deeds prove their dependability. Just so, really wise people do not need to speak of their wisdom, for all see it within a few minutes of meeting them. Deuteronomy 4:32-40, Psalms 44:1-3, 78:1-4. 
As we hear Job’s story and his words, we know he is both older and wiser than his friends, and the humour of Bildad’s words are that Job is the only real “wise grey head” amongst them, and yet now they won’t hear him, nor now accept his wisdom. Why should Job accept their choice of “wise men” when he is the real article himself?

Verses 11 – 15.  

Behind the poetic language is a terrible accusation against Job. It is an accusation that protects Bildad’s theology, but it is devastating to Job. Bildad is arguing that Job’s previous prosperity must have been based on unrighteousness and evil, and that at the right time under God’s justice, when He had given Job enough time to repent, God moved against him. Bildad argues that Job’s entire prosperity must be compared to the papyrus that grows in swampy ground. It looks healthy, green, lush, and wonderful, but around its roots there is muddy water and filth. While it is lush and green it prospers, but when the water dries up it dies quickly and is cut down by men. 
He draws this picture of Job and labels him a hypocrite; one who appeared righteous, but one whom God has moved against in judgement, and so one that must not have been what he appeared to be. Can you see the same tired old argument here? This remains the argument technique of the false theologies of our day. They start from a wrongful assumption and deduce from that a wrongful conclusion. 

Bildad has interpreted Job’s suffering as “judgement”, and from that premise there is only one conclusion; he must be guilty, or God would not have judged him. These men cannot allow that God may be doing something quite different here. Bildad also pictures Job as a man caught in his own spider’s web of deceit. He is arguing that Job has fooled them for so long that he was righteous, but he wasn’t, he was just fooling them and himself. 
He pictures him as a self satisfied man, who has depended upon his own self-righteousness, and trusted in his wealth, but at the moment he leaned upon his wealth, it collapsed under him, for it was not of God. He has clung to his wealth tightly, and depended upon it, but it has not lasted because it was not from God. Bildad’s belief system is that if the wealth does not last until death, then that wealth was not of God, and that the judgment on that life is divine. 
Now pause and reflect upon these words, for they mean that all evil men will have the Lord judge them before they die. Is such a thing true?  It is clearly not true, for many evil men die wealthy, and many good men die poor. All of the Apostles of the Lord died poor and all but John died violent deaths, and he left this life in great suffering. Judgement may not be for mankind in this life; they may come to the end of their evil lives in great power and wealth. It may only be in the life to come that they are judged, but they are judged there thoroughly and eternally. Revelation 20:11-15.

Verses 16 – 19.  

Bildad continues his poetic analogies to evil and unrighteous men, and he maintains that Job has been like this all along. Job has been a hypocrite pretending to be righteous. They have all been fooled by him, but God has judged him now and stripped away all the devices that Job had used to deceive them in the past. Job is a sinful and evil hypocritical man in need of salvation, not a spiritually great man with a baffling series of awful events to unravel. He compares Job to a tree that has grown up on a rubbish heap of a fallen dwelling place. 
In our country we have a tree called the Pohutukawa, that has great sinuous roots that will wrap themselves around rocks and cling to mountains and cliffs with its trunk like roots covering all available ground. It is a great and powerful tree, but is destroyed by earth movement within its root system. Because of it’s deep root system it often brings down cliffs by opening up cracks in them that the rains then enter and open up. 
Job is like the great tree that grows upon the ruins and rubbish of those who have gone before him. He looks great for a time, but then the ground moves and he is swept away and others replace him. Now this is a great picture of the destruction of even the greatest over time. It is true for all men however, not just Job. All we build is swept away by time but that does not mean we are judged for sin or evil, it just means that nothing on this earth lasts!

Verses 20 – 22.  

Bildad does believe that Job can be saved, and here he paints the picture of the result of Job’s acceptance of their theology and his blessing by the Lord again. All Job has to do is accept the truth that all that has happened to him is a judgement, and he will begin to recover his wealth and status. The first statement of Bildad is partly true, but not helpful without the second part of the statement. God will not cast away the saint; that is true. The second part of this statement is however the reminder that God may allow things to come into their life that test them sorely. They are not cast away, but they may feel like it at times. 
Bildad’s next conclusion is however as wrong as all his previous ones. God does not help evil doers, (that is true), but Job is not an evil doer! Bildad argues that unless Job ceases being an evil doer he will not be helped out of the terrible place he has found himself in. This is unhelpful and irrelevant, because it is based upon the wrong foundation; Job is not an evil doer, any more than his children were. 

Bildad’s promise is that God will “fill Job’s mouth with laughing”, and bring “rejoicing to his lips again”, but only when he ceases being unrighteous. Can you see how pathetic and awful this argument is? Job doesn’t even think of laughter at this point, for laughter is for joy at superficial events, and Job needs understanding of deep events before he will ever laugh again. He has lost nearly all his wealth, all his family, and most of his health. He is barely alive at this point, and expects to die this very night of his diseases, and yet this man speaks of “happy clappy religion”. 
This is the travesty of truth that the prosperity gospel still gets to, even in our own day. These people judge religious truth on the basis of the open and superficial joy that people express aloud, rather than seeing the deep heart issues of faith and life. Bildad speaks of Job being once more a happy man, laughing, rejoicing, and possibly dancing by the graves of his children! Now of course he doesn’t picture this, but I mention it to remind you of what Job has suffered and how inappropriate Bildad’s words are, and how far they are from the truth. Let us be fearful as pastors of ever sounding like a Bildad!
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
How open are we to hearing the truth about another person’s pain? Bildad was incapable of hearing Job’s observations without jumping up to defend the justice of God. God didn’t need defending, and the men involved needed to rest upon God’s character and await His revelation as to what has occurred. Let us be teachable in hard things that are not immediately understandable. Let us rest upon the certainties of the Lord’s character and wait for the revelation of difficult things through the Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry within us.

2.
While we are always to be respectful of older people, we are not necessarily to follow after them. Old age does not make for wisdom unless that person has walked in the power of the Holy Spirit through their years. A few years of walking in the power and under the direction of the Holy Spirit will lead people into the University of Wisdom. Let us teach with passion the things of God, and let us encourage the walk of believers in the Spirit, that they might glorify the Lord in all their ways.

3.
All we build is swept away by time. Visit an ancient archaeological site, or watch a television program about an ancient civilization and remember how little of it remains. Let us not be attached to things, for none of them last. All the details of this life are a vapour, as is our own life. The smallest cell in our body can go into a spasm and become a cancer cell that eventually kills us. The smallest mosquito can bite us and we can slowly go down to the disease it has brought into our body. We are very frail and the strongest man is easily destroyed by the smallest cell and insect. Let us put our effort into the things that last throughout all eternity; those things are the works done in the power of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 55:2-13, Matthew 6:25-34, John 6:25-29. 

4.
To face the deep things of this life we need deep Holy Spirit led and taught understanding of God’s Word, and from that we will develop over time a deep knowledge of God’s Character and Plan. It is this stability that is needed to rest upon the Lord in the hard places and sad, grief stricken situations. Even after great grief we may laugh again, but this will be a long time coming after some events. After a time of great pain we may laugh and even dance again, but firstly we will need to rest upon the Lord, and feel secure again within His plan. Let us not place a burden to recover quickly upon people that is neither natural nor right. Recovery takes time and fellowship with the Lord to restore the heart and soul of a crushed saint. 
Paul speaks of himself being crushed like the sea slug from which the purple dye was obtained for the dying of king’s clothing. This is the wonderful picture that he has of the believer’s suffering. He sees that he has been squeezed by the situations that the Lord has put him through, but that these things have produced the most beautiful results for others, and eternal rewards and glory for him. Let this be our attitude as we walk through this life. 2 Corinthians 11:23 – 12:10, 2 Timothy 4:1-14. 
Let us teach and encourage the saints to recover from their distress, but let us do so in reality and in compassion, understanding just how long it may take to over come some great griefs. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is compassion. Let us ensure that people see this fruit in our lives as pastors. 
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CHAPTER 9

INTRODUCTION
Job is determined to try to answer these men and correct them but it is a hopeless task, for they will not hear him. He is far more adept at logic and the cut and thrust of philosophical argument than his friends, but he is also a tired and very sick man, and he has no answers for them that can break through their arrogant self assurance. He pleads with them for real answers, not more theological cant and nonsense, but sadly that is all they can give him. He acknowledges himself before the Lord as a limited and sinful man who has nothing to say before the creator God, but he still seeks his answer from the Lord. He feels that the Lord has let him down, but he still seeks the Lord’s answer to the reasons behind his great pain.
JOB 9:1-35

1 Then Job answered and said, 2 I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God? 3 If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand. 4 He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered? 5 Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger. 6 Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble. 7 Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars. 8 Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea. 9 Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south. 10 Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number. 11 Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not. 12 Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What doest thou? 13 If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him. 14 How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him? 15 Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my judge. 16 If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice. 17 For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds without cause. 18 He will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness. 19 If I speak of strength, lo, he is strong: and if of judgement, who shall set me a time to plead? 20 If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse. 21 Though I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul: I would despise my life. 22 This is one thing, therefore I said it, He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. 23 If the scourge slay suddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the innocent. 24 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked: he covereth the faces of the judges thereof; if not, where, and who is he? 25 Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good. 26 They are passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the prey. 27 If I say, I will forget my complaint, I will leave off my heaviness, and comfort myself: 28 I am afraid of all my sorrows, I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent. 29 If I be wicked, why then labour I in vain? 30 If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean; 31 Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me. 32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should come together in judgement. 33 Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both. 34 Let him take his rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me: 35 Then would I speak, and not fear him; but it is not so with me.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 4.  

Job understands the truth of Bildad’s statements, but he sees their limitations and exaggerations also. He sees that there is truth in the observations about God never doing anything unrighteous, but that doesn’t help a man trying to work out a specific issue of confusion about how the righteousness of God applies in a baffling situation. God will not do anything that is unrighteous, and this is not an issue for Job. He knows that there is only one question in a thousand that a man can truly ask of God, and even that one has an answer in the wisdom of God. He wants to ask that one question. It is the Lord alone who is wise, powerful, and has the answers to all his confusion and dilemmas.  

Job knows that no man has survived by standing against God. Only a fool hardens his heart against the Lord of glory and opposes him. Read Nebuchadnezzar’s confession of his own arrogance in Daniel 4:34-37. All proud men know this truth in the end, but Job knows it from the beginning in his humility and righteousness. He didn’t need to suffer as Nebuchadnezzar did to learn these things. 

Verses 5 – 7.  

Job is in no doubt about the power and majesty of the mighty creator God. He knows that the Lord is the master of the universe as its creator. It is the Lord who can move the mountains and cast down great peaks. The serious earthquakes of the ancient world were as great as those of today, just not as often as our world is experiencing them. Refer to data on earthquakes today, and over the last century and see how their number and seriousness has increased in our generation. Read the EBCWA commentary on Luke 21:10-11. 

Job must have experienced a great earthquake and seen the powerful destructive forces of nature at work. He does not consider any great solid thing as solid at all. He knows all things have their being and solidity in the Lord alone.  He has seen what a little shaking of the earth will do to great monuments to man’s power and arrogance. He has possibly seen, or at least heard of an eclipse, and he has seen “shooting stars” that flash and disappear. He does not know, as we do, that these are meteorites, but he is absolutely right about stars, for every second a new star is born and one dies in our universe, and the Lord has made them all and decides when they are born and when they disappear. 

Get hold of the DVDs by Louie Giglio, called “How Great is Our God”, and “Indescribable”.  These cover this subject in an amazing way and are excellent to show in a church setting, either to encourage the saints, or for evangelism. Job does not need to be argued into acceptance of the creative power of the Lord his God, but he has sought in vain from them any insights into his suffering, which still remains a mystery to him.

Verses 8 – 10.  

Job has no doubts about the wonders of the universe and the created world we inhabit. The stars are amazing, but the oceans are awe inspiring, and a storm at sea will humble any man, let alone the contemplating of the billions of stars. Psalms 8:1-6, 104:1-5, Proverbs 3:19-20, Isaiah 40:18-24, 44:23-28. Centuries after Job, the Psalmists and the prophet Isaiah move from contemplating the universe to recognising the Lord’s hands upon all the details of their own personal and Israel’s national life and destiny. 
Our destiny is in His hands in exactly the same way as the destiny of the oceans and the heavens are in His hands. God’s power towards us, and our mission upon the earth, is exactly the same as His power towards the heavens and the oceans. Job sees that his problems are to be seen in the eternal context of the Creator-God who made all things and has the universe, and all the details within them, in His hands. Psalms 136:1-9, Daniel 4:1ff.

Job then notes the key constellations that the ancients used to navigate by, and the ones that many of the ancients worshipped as the visible representations of the gods. He notes “Arcturus”, which is the northern constellation called “The Bear”. He then notes the southern constellation called “Orion”, and then the eastern constellation The Pleiades”. He then refers to the “chambers of the south”, which most commentators believe to be a reference to the vast number of constellations that are in the southern skies, and are only glimpsed at on the horizon of the northern skies at certain times in the year. It is as if God gave them a glimpse of the southern hemisphere’s skies and was saying to them, “there is even more glory of the stars in the south that you cannot see from where you are”. 
This is the first indication in this book, (and there are others), that the world is a sphere, and that we are rotating in space around the sun as part of a galaxy, that is itself just one of many. Job certainly understands more about the heavens than any man through to the days of Galileo and Kepler. He sees that the heavens have within them wonders without number, and things far too hard for limited man to understand. 

Verses 11 – 15.  

Job now brings the revelation of the power and majesty of God down to his own life experience, but it does not yet bring him any comfort. He notes that the Lord is clearly busy in His creation all the time. God’s omnipresence is a reality he readily acknowledges, and yet Job feels the Lord is passing him by, and he hears nothing from the Lord. The heavens proclaim the majesty of the Lord and yet they are like brass to him and he hears nothing from the Lord about his suffering. Job is absolutely assured of the creative power of the Lord, and knows the Lord holds the heavens in His hands, but he seeks a personal word from the Lord and he hears nothing. Psalms 19:1-14, 50:4-6, 57:1-11, 89:1-11, 97:6. 
Read these Psalms in this order and reflect upon the mental state of the Psalmist, and then contrast this with the mental state of Job here in this chapter before us. Job sees the same truth, but he cannot break through his pain to worship the Lord. His pain and distress, and his questions for the Lord, all stop him from moving from his statements of the truth about the Lord’s power, to applying them into his situation, and then resting fully in the Lord. We do not blame him for this, for he has suffered above and beyond our worst imagination, but the contrast of this passage to the psalms shows us where he is stuck. 

He recognises that when the Lord moves to remove a star or a person from the universe none can hinder His actions. He recognises the Sovereignty of God and the power behind that sovereignty, but he is left with the bitter and overwhelming questions about his loved ones deaths and the loss of all his servants and his goods. No-one can challenge God and say, “What are you doing?” if the Lord is angry at a proud man then there is nothing that will stop that man from being crushed under God’s power. The one who moves the universe can move any man to tears and cause him to bow his knee and his back. 
He recognises that he cannot even choose his words to argue with the Lord or challenge the Lord. His illness has affected his thinking, but even as a sane and well man, he recognised that he would be unable to argue with the Lord about anything.  He seeks to make a supplication to the Lord however; a humble prayer requesting an answer to the pain he has endured. He comes before the Lord as his judge and is content to be under the justice of the Lord as a righteous man who has sought to serve the Lord in spirit and in truth through his life to this point.

Verses 16 – 20.  

Even if the Lord had answered Job, he is in such a state that he would not have believed it. He cannot now even comprehend being answered by God. Don’t be too hard on Job here, for his mind is unhinged by his inner confusion and he is overwhelmed by all he has suffered. He then pours out his complaint to the Lord, as his heart breaks within him. He feels that the Lord would rather crush him with a tempest of suffering than speak with him. He feels that God has wounded him without any cause. 
As he sees it the Lord has caused all this for some unknown cause, and all Job feels is the bitterness of confusion in his pain and anguish. He has no strength, nor has he any power to plead with God. He is exhausted and depressed. He knows he cannot justify himself, for his very words would fly back to him rebuked by the power of God. He has no ability to stand before the Lord, and he knows he cannot claim perfection of any sort; he can only plead for an answer. 

Verses 21 – 24.  

Job feels like he cannot win with God. Even if he were righteous, he feels God would condemn him. He is now in a place where he doesn’t even know his own spiritual state. He felt he was righteous, but now he doesn’t even know that, and he certainly has no hope that he can plead his case with God. He feels totally outplayed by the universe and its Creator, and he despises himself. 
His distress overflows into a denunciation of the actions of the Lord. He sees no justice in what has happened and he is baffled at the destruction of the innocent with the guilty. All that he had believed about the justice of God has been overturned by these recent events. It is as if God is laughing at the destruction of the innocent and the giving over of areas of the Middle East to evil men like the Chaldeans and Sabeans who murdered his servants and stole his herds and flocks. 

He himself finds this overwhelming to believe, but he must face it squarely because it has happened to people he knew; they are murdered and he wants to know what has happened to God’s justice.  He sees all other men veiled in their understanding of these things.  None can explain them to him, and who else could be responsible for the great evils that have been done to Job’s innocent servants and children other than the Lord? There is no other explanation that he can see, and he doesn’t like at all what he sees, and he likes less what it might mean. He doesn’t want to believe that God is unjust; such a thing is too awful to contemplate, but he seeks spiritual assurance. 
He himself faces death, and then his judge, and he stands baffled before the Lord, and yet he expects to meet him through death within a day or so. Job is deeply distressed and his confusion and concern pours out of him now. This is one of the greatest pieces of ancient or modern poetry that captures the tortured mind of a dying person with existential questions unanswered. 

Verses 25 – 28.  

He sees that every day now is accelerating towards his death. He sees that he has experienced all things but he has not known lasting prosperity. All he had owned has been stripped away, and it is as if he has had nothing all along. He sits forlorn and empty except for suffering and anguish. If he tries to say something positive it sticks in his throat. He cannot comfort himself, nor deal with his sorrows, and he knows that he will always be condemned as a sinner by the Lord God Almighty.  He feels that he has no-where to go. He feels rejected by God, but he still clings to the belief that God will answer him in the end. He does not deny the power of God, and in that great power and majesty he knows there must be an answer to his pain and confusion.

Verses 29 – 33.  

Job here sums up the total hopelessness of man when he stands before the Creator and Judge without a mediator between him and God. We now have the Lord Jesus as our mediator and He stands before us when we pray, but Job feels the vastness of the gap between his sinfulness and God’s holiness. Refer to the BTB studies, CHRIST – MEDIATORSHIP, MINISTRY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, SACRIFICE OF CHRIST, and THE WORK OF CHRIST COMPARED TO THE WORKS OF MEN. 
No man can heal or save himself. None of us can cleanse ourselves from sin. God is not a man, and no man can take God on and win any argument with the Lord God. Job sees that the character of God is not as the character of any man and God’s motives are not those of men, and God must not be spoken of as if He is a fallen man.   

Verses 34 -35.  

Job pleads that the punishment of the Lord’s “rod” might be lifted from him, for he still feels as if he is being beaten. He still feels the terror of the presence of the Holy God, and he lacks the comfort he once knew in God’s fellowship with him. If he feels the lifting of his fears he would be able to speak to the Lord again, and possibly hear the words of comfort and even correction that he seeks, but fear has tight hold of his heart. The holy fear of the Lord purifies the heart, but the fear that has gotten hold of Job has crushed his spirit and he needs the answer of the Lord’s grace.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
We worship and serve the Creator-God. When next you stand under the stars read aloud the passages from Psalms about their majesty and their temporal nature. Remind yourself as you look up to the Milky Way that our own galaxy has over a million suns in it, and that there are millions of galaxies bigger than the Milky Way, and the entire universe is a creation of God. If ever you think that the Lord doesn’t know what’s going on in your life, just look up! 
This entire universe is for the glory of God; it is certainly not there for us to explore in time, given that it is 30 million light years distance to the Whirl-pool Galaxy alone, and 200 million light years to the edge of the known universe! All of this vast universe will one day be wrapped up like an old tired blanket by the Lord our God. 2 Peter 3:10-18, Revelation 21ff. The Lord has something better for eternity. Pause and reflect a minute on that fact and stand in awe of our God.

2.
We can get to a similar place to Job at times, for we will also face things we cannot explain and we must then cast ourselves upon the Lord. There are some questions that we will not have the answers to until we cross over into eternity ourselves. Are we content to rest upon the truths of the CHARACTER OF GOD? The Lord alone knows all the facts about this universe and what goes on within it. Let us trust and obey, and keep moving forward in our worship and our service.

3.
Fear can overwhelm us at times, but the Lord’s presence is with us. Job has been overwhelmed by fear, as many have experienced when they have had traumatic events unfold around them. Let us be compassionate to those who are overwhelmed by fear, and let us lead them to the God who loves them; let us lead them to the Cross, and the empty tomb. Let us say aloud at Communion, “until He comes”. Let us remember that we live upon the visited planet, and the Lord is coming again to deliver this world and bring in the next phase of time
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CHAPTER 10

INTRODUCTION
Job’s painful outburst continues. It is a prayer of deep pain and anguish. He pours out the deepest thoughts of a man who feels that what is happening to him has violated all his previously held beliefs about how life should be for a good man who has tried to do all things correctly before God. This man is not self righteous, nor wrong in his assessment, for as we have already seen in chapters 1 and 2, the Lord God Himself has declared Job Righteous. 

This man takes his complaint to the Lord, and it is a complaint, but it is a complaint of passion and love; he feels that the Love of God has become hate, and he still wants to love the Lord. He feels the turn around in his life and belief system as total devastation, for he seeks the Lord’s answer. As was mentioned in the last chapter, this is the greatest expression in literary history of the traumatized mind of a man of faith grappling with deep issues that challenge the very foundation of his faith.
JOB 10:1-22

1 My soul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon myself; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 2 I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou contendest with me. 3 Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked? 4 Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man seeth? 5 Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years as man's days, 6 That thou enquirest after mine iniquity, and searchest after my sin? 7 Thou knowest that I am not wicked; and there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. 8 Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me. 9 Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me into dust again? 10 Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese? 11 Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews. 12 Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit. 13 And these things hast thou hid in thine heart: I know that this is with thee. 14 If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity. 15 If I be wicked, woe unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my head. I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine affliction; 16 For it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a fierce lion: and again thou shewest thyself marvellous upon me. 17 Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, and increasest thine indignation upon me; changes and war are against me. 18 Wherefore then hast thou brought me forth out of the womb? Oh that I had given up the ghost, and no eye had seen me! 19 I should have been as though I had not been; I should have been carried from the womb to the grave. 20 Are not my days few? cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, 21 Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death; 22 A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 2.  

Those who criticize the mind and actions of a suicidally depressed person have never faced true despair themselves. We can find it easy to be critical of the mental function of a person we consider “mad” and yet when men have faced what Job faces still upon his rubbish heap it is no wonder their minds unravel. In my clinical work I have sat with many through the years whose suffering and grief have brought them to the pace of confusion and despair. Their only desire is to go to sleep and never wake up. They do not think of active suicide, for they are far too tired of life’s battles to be even able to end it by any dramatic action. They simply seek an end to their pain and anguish. 

It is easy to implode and collapse inwards upon our own soul when hope is lost. The way God has made us we need to be able to focus forward, and when we lose that ability, we collapse upon ourselves. This is where Job has arrived. He seeks the end of suffering, and the end of pain, and the personal presence of God where he hopes to see what none can show him now. He is deeply bitter. This mental attitude is a sinful state, but an understandable one.  

Bitterness occurs when we can see no point, purpose, or future, and all looking back looks pointless in the light of events. It is like a poisonous root that unless torn out of the soul will go deep and kill the spirit. Refer to the BTB studies, BITTERNESS, SIN- ABOMINATION SINS BEFORE THE LORD, OLD SIN NATURE-FRUIT OF. Job does enter into a subtle and yet dangerous sinful thinking pattern here, but we do not judge/condemn him for this, nor do we lack compassion for the pain and anguish that are behind his bitterness.

Job has in fact been as locked into his own “prosperity gospel theology” as his friends have been. At this point he cannot see that the reason for his suffering is not related to any contention that the Lord has with him. He cannot yet see that this suffering is related to the Angelic Conflict and will end in the glory of God and his own glory and reward. He cannot see that this is something that will produce glory eternally, and the death of the saints amongst his servants and children has in no way affected their eternal rewards and eternal status. All he can see is time, and the things he had, and has lost here and now. 
Job’s thinking has imploded inwards. He thinks in terms of justice and prosperity here and now, and has lost the ability to think of the realities and significance of the Angelic Conflict to mankind, and the reality of the Eternal State of man with God.  He feels like he has lost everything, and in time he has, at this point, but at no point has he lost eternal reward, and at no point has the Lord left him. The work of God in the last chapters will bring Job back outwards to see the eternal context of the things that have happened.

Verses 3 – 7.  

He feels that the Lord has despised him and hated him. He asks why the Lord would destroy a man made in His own image and who loves him. Why would the Lord let these things happen? It is a mystery and he expects God to answer, for he knows that God is just and righteous. To a pagan who believed in the pantheon of the pagan demon-gods, there was no issue with the sufferings of Job, for the pagan gods are capricious and have passions like men.  The gods of ancient Greece and Rome fought with each other, committed sins and evils on each other, and played with men for their sport. 
The suffering of Job for a pagan was no mystery at all; he had simply fallen out with one god and the others were busy elsewhere. They had no security at all in their religion and were desperate to maintain the favour of their chosen deity from amongst the devilish brood of Satan’s servants. Paganism offers no hope or confidence, for it is rooted in satanic insecurity. Remember RELIGION is Satan’s main weapon in the Angelic Conflict and the gods of the nations are demons! Leviticus 17:7, Deuteronomy 32:17, 1 Corinthians 10:20. 

Job is baffled at why the evil men have prospered in their seizures of Job’s flocks and herds. The evil Sabeans and Chaldeans have gained from their murders, and Job has lost. This is a mystery, and one that occurs for believers at every stage in history. The Viking hordes murderous rampage through Europe from 800-1000 AD caused many believers to doubt the Lord, just as Job does here. Many godly people were killed as these demonically inspired pagans murdered everyone who stood against them. Over time however they were led to Christ and the pagan gods were defeated. The Vikings, who had murdered the Christians before, became the evangelists for others. 
Satan is the enemy of man and God, and for a time he and his troops may appear to win, but it is only appearance; the reality of the power and majesty of the Plan of God will always overwhelm his pathetic attempts at control of this world by evil. Job knows he has not been wicked, as men judge wickedness, and he knows that none can deliver anyone out of the hands of God. He still looks to the Lord for vindication and judgement. 

The very evil of Satan and his servants is their strength, and their weakness. Satan cannot coordinate his own servants, for their very narcissism and self centeredness causes them to fight each other as often as they fight God’s people.  Satan’s power is the power of rebellion against the authority of God, and people who draw together in mutual hatred are easily distracted by other hatreds. We see this in the Nazi regime in Germany from 1932 to 1945. For a time they looked unstoppable and yet they fell apart, and the Lord ensured that Germany did not have the opportunity to kill their fuehrer even though many tried to assassinate Hitler. 
In the end Hitler’s own satanic madness was the Allies best asset in his military headquarters; he could be depended upon to do self defeating things. Satan was unable to control the madness of his own man! The German people embraced the old paganism of Nazism and so the Lord made them drink the cup of its consequences to the last drop. Hitler was a true pagan, with all the “New Age” nonsense that was in fact just a part of the old and ancient forms of German paganism. He aimed to replace Christianity, and he aimed to eliminate the Jews. Anti-Semitism and persecution of the church go hand in hand with paganism for Satan hates the Jews and the Christians.  Those who combine such hatreds betray their satanic origins.  All in history who have done this have been judged.
Verses 8 – 12.  

Job acknowledges that he is a creature of the great Creator, and yet he feels that the Lord has destroyed him. He has been made as a clay pot on the potter’s wheel, and yet he wonders whether the Lord will smash him back to the dust of dried out clay again. Now all of us are dust and to dust we return. Psalms 103:14. The Lord knows this and yet in Job’s case he feels that he has been smashed in a manner that is without reason and clearly he feels malice behind it. It is in fact the malice of Satan, but Job only thinks of God. 
He recognises the creative wonder of the Lord in putting him together and in prospering him in his family and his business, but he wonders why it has all been smashed into pieces. His spirit has been preserved but it is preserved at this point in vinegar, and he feels deeply the bitterness of the losses he has experienced over the recent weeks. It is the traumatic suddenness of the losses that have also been a part of the overwhelming of Job’s inner resources to cope with the losses. Too much has happened over too short a time frame for him to accept or understand anything; he is simply left with baffling confusion.

Verse 13 – 17.  

Job has deep certainties about the character of God that he believes still he can depend upon. These things are “hidden in his heart” and he believes them totally. He knows that sin is serious, and that any form of evil will always be punished by the Lord. He knows that none escape with iniquity, and that applies to him as well as the Sabeans and the Chaldeans who have done the evils against God and him. 
He knows that if he is wicked in any way then he will be judged. Even if he is righteous he knows that arrogance is not permissible before the Lord, and he will not arrogantly lift up his head and express any pride in his goodness. He will keep his head bowed, for he has no arrogance before his Lord. 
At this point he is simply filled up with confusion and despair. He calls on the Lord to look into his confused and tortured soul and hear his prayers. He feels as if the pain of his mental anguish is increasing as the time drips by, and that his suffering is now even worse that at the beginning. He feels as if he faces the entire universe and it is all at war with him. He stands in confusion about all this before his God; his theology has let him down, but he knows deep within his spirit that God will answer him and correct his theology.

Verses 18 - 22.  

Why has he come to this place in his life, to die so horribly and apparently for nothing? He seeks the answer that he knows that the Lord must have within His holy character. He wonders why he has lived, rather than dying as a still birth before anyone even knew he was alive. In effect he says, that the result would have been the same. He now has nothing, just as the baby had nothing, but the baby did not have the pain he has known. He prays for the Lord to stop the pain and let him have rest before his death. He sees that the darkness of death is as light as the days he now lives, and he wishes for death to end the anguish he feels. Refer back to the BTB study on DEPRESSION.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
In our counselling of depressed believers we need to remember the words of Job, for they give us a glimpse into the tortured mind of one who has been crushed by his overwhelming pain. Remember the words of Dr Viktor Frankl, who went through Auschwitz. “There are certain things, that if they happen to you, and you don’t lose your mind, it is only because you didn’t have a mind to lose”. Let us be comforting to those who have suffered, and not add to their suffering by theological abuse! Let us be healers of the broken, not self righteous accusers of the brethren.

2.
Suicidal thoughts are in two areas; the direct desire to end life, and the subtle desire to simply sleep and not waken. Both are to be taken seriously in counselling work, and the people involved assisted to the place where hope glows within again. Expect the process to be a long one. There are no quick and easy remedies to deep depression, but if comfort, encouragement and hope are given, the person will recover slowly in the power of the Holy Spirit. Do not place a burden on people to recover over-night, as few do, but all can recover in the walk with the Lord out of their tortured inner dark place.
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CHAPTER 11

INTRODUCTION
The third of Job’s “friends” now speaks. This man is Zophar the Naamathite. He also speaks to defend the justice of God and the rightness of their theological position. He does not hear Job’s heart, and he even will mishear Job’s words. He is determined to defend the viewpoint the men hold, and silence Job’s challenges that they cannot answer. In the Middle Ages the great teacher St Thomas Aquinas wrote the following words in the margin of one of his sermons; “Point weak – Shout!” This is all too true of fallen men; we all like to cover our ignorance with the loud certainty of our own false confidence. 
JOB 11:1-20

1 Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said, 2 Should not the multitude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be justified? 3 Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed? 4 For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine eyes. 5 But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against thee; 6 And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that they are double to that which is! Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth. 7 Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 8 It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know? 9 The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea. 10 If he cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder him? 11 For he knoweth vain men: he seeth wickedness also; will he not then consider it? 12 For vain men would be wise, though man be born like a wild ass's colt. 13 If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him; 14 If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. 15 For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: 16 Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it as waters that pass away: 17 And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday: thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning. 18 And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety. 19 Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid; yea, many shall make suit unto thee. 20 But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 6.  

This man is not arrogant, but he is hot headed. He quickly labels Job a liar and a fraud and wants his mouth stopped by any means possible. He refers to Job’s heart felt cries as simply a “torrent of words”. Job is just a “prater”; a man whose words tumble out in foolish talk to no purpose. He sees Job mocking all that he and the majority of people hold dear to them. 

Most people want the comfortable theology of the prosperity gospel that Job himself has preached for so long also. They want things to be simple and understandable and yet they face a major problem with the events that have happened to Job. Nothing that has happened to Job fits neatly into their theology, except to label Job a great sinner under the justice and vengeance of God. The first two chapters have made it very clear that this is not the truth at all.

Nothing that Zophar believes is true at all, but he is absolutely convinced that he stands for the simple truth and the terrible lies of Job must be silenced. He notes that Job has argued that he is innocent of gross sin. Job has not claimed sinless perfection, but feels he is not guilty of the terrible things that have happened to him if they are indeed punishments. 

Zophar is concerned that the Lord is defended, and prays that the Lord might answer such insolence on Job’s part. He prays that the Lord really educates Job and shows him the truth, and sorts out his ignorance. What this means is that Job gets “zapped” for his great sins, for that must be the reason for his suffering according to Zophar’s theology. He does pray that the Lord deliver to him less than he deserves, but Job does deserve great punishment according to Zophar.  

Verses 7 – 9.  

Zophar mocks Job’s attempts to discover God and understand his reasoning. He mocks Job’s quest, for according to his viewpoint man cannot know God at all. Faith means absolute silence before the Almighty to Zophar. He is happy to accept anything the Lord says and expects to understand very little, and is very suspicious of those who claim they understand things.  Zophar stands for “simple faith”, but it is not true faith. He has a system that seems very spiritual, but it is actually as arrogant as his other friends. He claims simplicity, and yet he abuses Job for his honest but complicated questions, but Job is simply trying to be honest before the Lord. 
God want us to be real, not fake and falsely pious. God seeks honesty, not fake obedience that ignores issues that perplex man. There are things that we, as mere created beings, limited by space and time, will never understand this side of eternity, but they are still concerns for us and need to be laid before the Lord. It is the expectation that the Lord will answer that arrests Job’s mind, whereas Zophar is content with ignorance, and threatened by big questions. 

Zophar is arguing that ignorance is bliss, but it is nothing of the sort for anyone who has lived and suffered!  The Bible is clear about this fact. God wants us to understand all we can, and bow before Him in all things, and lay out all our questions, expecting the Lord to answer what we can understand. Zophar emphasizes that men can understand very little, and that is true. We cannot know the size of the universe itself, but we must ask the questions that excite us, and take them to the Lord and expect that the Lord who made us will answer all that we can understand this side of eternity.  
Zophar expects silence from God over most issues, and magnifies the smallness of man, but the Lord has revealed a great deal to us, and all that is revealed invites us to ask further questions. The Lord is not threatened by the questions of those He has made, as long as they are asked to Him. 

Verses 10 – 12. 

This man talks down to all men, and makes God like Zeus the thunderer. God is not the hater of mankind, nor are His judgements arbitrary and beyond man’s understanding. Zophar considers all God’s actions as demonstrating judgement. This man is a true “Hell fire and damnation” preacher, and he paints a picture of God that some will still draw, but it lacks foundation in the scriptures. God is not a violent judge and arbitrary punisher of evil men.  Judgement is God’s strange work, Isaiah 28:21, and when the Lord moves to contend with men, it is more often to save them than destroy them. Jonah 4:1-11, 2 Peter 3:9. 
We must be very careful about the way we portray God, for unsaved man needs to see the truth, for that alone sets man free from the hold of Satan over them. The truth is that God’s love towards man is seen in the Easter message, and that his judgement is reluctant and delayed until the last minute. None will enter the Lake of Fire not knowing that the Lord did everything possible to save them. Zophar’s view of God is far different to the view of the scriptures.  

Verses 13 – 15.  

Zophar ended verse twelve by comparing all men to asses, and while we can all behave as asses at times, this is a travesty of the truth that we are all made in the image of God. Through sin our image is indeed a fallen one, but we still have that spark of the divine image within, that the Holy Spirit can catch fire the soul of a hardened man or woman. John 16:8-11. Let us not run down the Creator’s work, nor lift up the power of Satan’s destructive forces, for the Lord brings life back to man through the Holy Spirit’s power. We are not asses, but men and women, created a little lower than the angels to teach them the truth of God’s grace. 
Having treated man as an ass, Zophar then indicates that man can be righteous and sinless, and that if we get to that place then we can be confident before the Lord. The same small mindedness that makes these people think at one point that all men are asses will also accept perfectionism! 
Over the years I have seen a number of men argue for perfectionism; the possibility that you can be sinless this side of heaven.  Each of them believed they had got there, and had a recipe to sell to the poor fools who hadn’t got there yet! They were Zophars, and the Lord’s verdict upon them is as harsh as it was on the original member of their theological club!
Verses 16 – 20. 

If Job will only follow Zophar’s recipe for spiritual bliss then he will move out of the misery he is in and it will be just a distant memory. The past will be like the night, and he will then be living in a new day. Then he will have hope, and he will be able to defend himself (dig around him) and rebuild his prosperity. He will be safe in Zophar’s Promised Land, and many will come to him as their counsellor again. He will have social success to go with his financial and political success. But if Job stays in the tents of the wicked, then he will continue to be in misery and under discipline. There is no hope unless he rejoins the prosperity gospel team, and leaves his questions about his dead children and servants aside. 
This man believes if Job will just forget all the dead and the disasters then all will be well with him in the “happy clappy land” of his theology! Now I am a tiny bit mean in my observation here aren’t I? I make no apology to Zophar, for the Lord condemns him totally, and we must see the extent of this evil nonsense, for it destroys the hearts and souls of the Lord’s people even down to today.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Ignorance is not bliss! We are not called to holy empty headedness, but to honest questioning of all that matter to us. We are told to boldly approach the throne of grace and there expect to find the answers to the questions that we can understand. Let us encourage questions, and discourage ignorance and pious sounding foolishness. The Lord has the answers to all the questions of man, and some will come now and some in eternity. Let us teach the truth in power. Let us encourage the Lord’s people to be thinkers, and questioners, for the Lord seeks honesty and openness, not foolishness and ignorance. Do a concordance study of the word “know”, and “Knowledge”, and see how strongly the Lord states that He wants us to know Him now and know Him better as we grow through time and into eternity.

2.
Let us be very careful in our preaching that the view of God that men receive from us is the biblical view. Jonathan Edward’s sermon, “Sinners in the hands of an Angry God”, was a great sermon, but more Zophar than St Paul! Edwards sermon began a great revival in America in the 1730s, but it didn’t have lasting fruit in the church it was preached in, and possibly that was because it was not based in a fully biblical view of God. Let us be very careful to be teaching the CHARACTER OF GOD clearly, so that all understand the One who loved them and gave Himself for them. 
CHAPTER 12

INTRODUCTION
Zophar has demanded that Job humble himself and admit he is a sinner in need of total repentance and restoration, but he has assured him, that if he returns to their theology, then he will be restored to prosperity. He is the most “simple” minded in his theological arrogance, and his pride covers itself with humility and acceptance of God’s greatness. He has magnified man’s weakness and inability to understand the mind of God to the extent that man can know nothing. His theology is a travesty of religion demanding mindless and unquestioning faith in the face of the greatest obstacles. He believes he has heroic faith, and that God honours all such people, but he simply expresses a mindless religion that is as far from biblical teaching as his other two friends have been. 
God wants man to lay his burdens out before the Lord. We are urged to boldly approach the Throne of Grace, and know that we will there receive grace, mercy and love, not the violence of an angry God. Zophar’s god is as bad as the pagan gods of Greece and Rome. Job answers Zophar and the others here, with carefully thought out words of acceptance of the greatness and sovereignty of God.
JOB 12:1-25
1 And Job answered and said, 2 No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you. 3 But I have understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you: yea, who knoweth not such things as these? 4 I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who calleth upon God, and he answereth him: the just upright man is laughed to scorn. 5 He that is ready to slip with his feet is as a lamp despised in the thought of him that is at ease. 6 The tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into whose hand God bringeth abundantly. 7 But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee: 8 Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee. 9 Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath wrought this? 10 In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind. 11 Doth not the ear try words? and the mouth taste his meat? 12 With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding. 13 With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding. 14 Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up a man, and there can be no opening. 15 Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth. 16 With him is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are his. 17 He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools. 18 He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle. 19 He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty. 20 He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh away the understanding of the aged. 21 He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty. 22 He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death. 23 He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again. 24 He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way. 25 They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

Job is an ill, even a dying man, but his sense of humour and sarcasm is still intact, and his answer to these men in verse two is devastatingly accurate. They have genuinely believed that they have wisdom and they alone. Job’s point to them is clear. They have claimed wisdom and abused all who differed with them but they have no genuine wisdom at all; they are deceiving themselves. Proverbs 28:11-13, Isaiah 5:18-25, 1 Corinthians 4:8-14.  Job affirms strongly that he has every piece of wisdom that they have, and he understands anything true that they have observed, for their truths are as self evident as their falsehoods. Proverbs 26:4.

Verses 4 – 6.  

Job’s relationship with the Lord has been strong and stable through until the most recent weeks. He called upon the Lord and the Lord has answered him in the past. He has been blessed in goods and in fellowship with God. Yet these men have come and they have mocked him, and abused his faith, and they have done this in the face of such serious questioning about the suffering he has experienced. Job again notes that he is a just and upright man; none can accuse him of any sin and be found truthful. 
Job is ready to “slip” into the grave. He is dying, and he is trying to shed light on an issue that affects him, but also affects them all, and yet he is despised and abused by those whose lives are full of comfort and the obvious signs of their prosperity. They are at ease and he is in pain, and they abuse him. The robbers prosper, and that issue is of concern to all, for what does it mean? Job sees that unless the Lord can answer these issues, then the apparently strong, but actually quite fragile faith of his friends is in jeopardy also. 

Job sees the vulnerability of the prosperity gospel teaching, and understands that each of them needs far more stability as they face their own deaths than this half baked theology can provide. They too can lose their goods in a second, and their blind faith that this will not happen to them is no protection.  Their “faith” can be summed up in the phrase, “It won’t happen to me”.  
Their faith is built upon wishful thinking, and Job can see that in light of the things that have happened to him, they all need the certainty of knowledge, so that they can rest again upon the perfection of the whole Character of God. Job does not insult God; on the contrary he seeks to understand God more, and so find the rest in God’s holy character again. God alone can answer him and bless them, but the blessing Job seeks is the blessing of truth, not false theology. Psalms 37:1-7.

Verses 7 – 10.  

There is no doubt about the creative power of God. Job has no doubts about the Lord God as the creator of all things. He has studied nature and knows from every realm of nature that the Lord’s creative power is supreme and obvious. There is no doubt that all living things have their origin and their present life in the creative breath of God alone. The words Paul quotes in Athens are already real to Job. “In Him we live and move and have our being”. Acts 17:27-28. Even the pagan poets that Paul quotes on the hill at Athens recognise this truth. Job knows fully that his breath depends upon the One who made him and all other life. He knows God has power and majesty, and that all things are in His hands, and yet he still seeks the answer to his question from the Lord. 
It is this speech of Job’s that the Lord will return to at the end of the book when He does speak His answer. Job should have continued to rest in the gracious and almighty creative power of God, and known that the answer would come in the right time, and it would be the right answer. His friends do not have the answer; all he can receive from them is hot air. The Lord alone has the answer to his deep and real questions. He didn’t need to receive any truth from his friends, he needed to be simply silent before the Lord and wait. Psalms 25:3, 27:14, 37:7-9, 62:5, 130:5, Proverbs 20:22. This remains our challenge as it was David’s before us also.

Verses 11 – 13.  

Job now quotes Bildad’s words back to him. Bildad had argued that the ancients had wisdom and they all supported his position and judged Job as false. Job will answer that by identifying that the wise amongst the ancients condemn them and their false talking. Wisdom belongs to some of the ancients, and their words are true, but they are true only because they have listened to God. Wisdom is from the Lord alone, and men are wise as they listen to God. Job has listened to these men, and he has tasted their words, and he is sure they are not speaking the wisdom of God, any more than the ancient sages they quote from.
Verses 14 – 16.  

Job reminds them of their own words, that God alone has the power to act decisively in His creation. He then will apply this to all men; the deceived and the deceiver. He feels they have become deceivers, but they are in fact the deceived. God alone breaks down things and men. For Job this means that the Lord is indeed behind his losses, and the reasons are as yet unclear. 
God alone “shuts up” a man. The Lord is the One who entraps man in places and situations, and does so for His own reasons, and until those reasons are revealed there is no explanation that any mere man can give that will answer the questions that arise. Drought and floods are all in the Lord’s hands finally and the Lord alone is in charge of His own plan. Man must observe and listen, for the mouth of God alone has the answers to the mysteries we face in this world.

Verses 17 – 21.  

Job has been the counsellor to his friends for years, and now he is feeling like a prisoner of war being led away captive, trapped in his own distressed circumstances. Those who have judged him are also led away as fools, for their words of judgement have all proved false. God is the One who undoes the power of kings, and binds them with cords of iron. Princes who ruled over man are led away captive after their defeat, but then those that defeated them (the mighty) are also defeated by others, and are also led away. 
The fine sounding words of the eloquent are turned to dust, and the wisdom of the ancient sage is destroyed. Those who appeared to be the most powerful are reduced to become the most despised of all. The Lord lifts up and the Lord casts down, and none can stand without His permission. What does all this mean for Job? He is sounding here a little like his friends, and so we must ask, how will he apply all this?

Verses 22 – 25.  

God is the discoverer of the deep sins of the darkness in which men seek to hide them. Job is in no doubt that the Lord is capable of uncovering anything in his life that is wrong and exposing it. He is the One who brings to light everything that He seeks to bring out before men. Men can hide things from each other but not from God. Nations as well as individuals are raised up and brought down according to the Plan of God and their obedience to His Will. 
Mental collapse on the part of leadership is in the Lord’s hands, for He raises men up and casts them down also. When men wander away from God, or actively oppose His will they will unravel in their minds, for without God there is only madness. We see this vividly in the life of Hitler and his henchmen. They may look very powerful initially but in the end they will all stagger as drunken men do.  Does Job see himself as one of these drunken men, or does he believe that his friends are in danger of this fate? We are left hanging on this question without any answer as yet.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
In the midst of difficult places, with finances running low, and pressure mounting, the command rings through the centuries, “Wait believer, wait upon the Lord, He will deliver you.” Let us preach these truths with the power and passion that people under great pressures need to hear clearly. 

2.
It is the Lord’s Plan that is being worked out, not our own. It is to the Lord that we need to turn for answers, not to men who lack wisdom and will not pause and reflect upon difficult things. Patience in the presence of pressure situations is the call upon us, and it is a hard one, but that is the Lord’s call to us. The Lord has the answers to our deepest questions, but we must wait upon the Lord.  Let me encourage you brethren, as I have faced impossible pressures through the years 2006 – 2014 and the Lord’s message has been to “wait upon the Lord” and see his purposes working out and his deliverance in the end.
3.
There is no power apart from the power of God, and the power He gives to His people through the Holy Spirit. The physical power of men is a mirage, and is easily extinguished by God. None exercise power without permission upon this earth and all things are under the hands of God. Every detail of our life is in his hands, and we are to take our daily path before Him and seek no other things than His will for our life. In light of this knowledge, we are to live. 1 Peter 5:5-9. Let us rest in this truth and find our place of calm in His total character. The only place of calm we can have on this earth is the place of His will for us. All other calm is delusion and will be swept away.
CHAPTER 13

INTRODUCTION
Job now speaks in the tone of Eliphaz. Job 5:13ff. This is the second section of his reply, and it will take us to the end of chapter fourteen. He uses their very arguments about the majesty and sovereignty of God to make them terrified that things that have happened to Job might happen to them. They have judged him and they need to stand in terror that they also might be judged as he has been. By adopting their tone with him he reflects their observations back upon them with devastating power. Romans 14:4-13.
JOB 13:1-28
1 Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, mine ear hath heard and understood it. 2 What ye know, the same do I know also: I am not inferior unto you. 3 Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God. 4 But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value. 5 O that ye would altogether hold your peace! and it should be your wisdom. 6 Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to the pleadings of my lips. 7 Will ye speak wickedly for God? and talk deceitfully for him? 8 Will ye accept his person? will ye contend for God? 9 Is it good that he should search you out? or as one man mocketh another, do ye so mock him? 10 He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept persons. 11 Shall not his excellency make you afraid? and his dread fall upon you? 12 Your remembrances are like unto ashes, your bodies to bodies of clay. 13 Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me what will. 14 Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand? 15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him. 16 He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him. 17 Hear diligently my speech, and my declaration with your ears. 18 Behold now, I have ordered my cause; I know that I shall be justified. 19 Who is he that will plead with me? for now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost. 20 Only do not two things unto me: then will I not hide myself from thee. 21 Withdraw thine hand far from me: and let not thy dread make me afraid. 22 Then call thou, and I will answer: or let me speak, and answer thou me. 23 How many are mine iniquities and sins? make me to know my transgression and my sin. 24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and holdest me for thine enemy? 25 Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro? and wilt thou pursue the dry stubble? 26 For thou writest bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth. 27 Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks, and lookest narrowly unto all my paths; thou settest a print upon the heels of my feet. 28 And he, as a rotten thing, consumeth, as a garment that is moth eaten.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 6.  

All that these men have said truthfully has already been affirmed by Job as true all his life. He is not one percentage point behind them in his understanding of the truths of God. They have not added to his knowledge or corrected any previously held viewpoint that he held. He is in no way admitting they are superior in any way in the theological realm. He still however longs to speak with God, for he believes God is the One to whom he must take his questions, and he still has faith that God will answer him. 
He refers to them as “forgers of lies”, and physicians who hurt rather than heal. In both points he is correct. These men have told lies about Job and about God, and their counsel has hurt rather than healed Job’s deep sense of woundedness.  He then asks for the one thing that will correct their errors; that they might truly hear his words and understand them. 

Verses 7 – 11.  

Job believes that his friends have spoken evil in God’s name, and that in their desperate desire to protect the reputation of the Lord they have blasphemed God. He challenges them to really advocate for God, and that means work from the basis of God’s real character, not the caricature they have made God out to be. By emphasizing God’s power and sovereignty without reference to God’s righteousness, mercy, love, and justice, they have produced a perverted viewpoint of God.  
Job then makes the divine threat to them in verse 9. Wouldn’t it be pleasant, he asks, if the Lord sought them out and dealt with them as He has dealt with Job!  Do they think they could joke their way out of that situation as they have mocked Job? He reminds them that God is without any partiality or favouritism and so they can expect exactly what they have given out to Job. He holds the Lord’s judgement of them starkly before their eyes.  He then asks whether they will praise His excellent majesty, or will they just be sitting cowed and frightened then? They have been speaking arrogantly of the Lord, but what will happen when His majesty is truly seen? They do not know the fear of the Lord or they would not have handled God’s servant Job as they have. Matthew 7:13-25, 1 John 3:11-24.
Verses 12 -16.  

Their memorable words are dust in Job’s mouth. Nothing they have said is spiritually alive, and nothing they have said has brought life or hope to Job. They have proved themselves men of clay with words that do not bring any comfort or future confidence. After Job’s words in verse 12 they clearly try to butt in and speak and he tells them to be quiet and listen to him still. 
He is ready to receive anything that comes upon him from the Lord. He is in a place of acceptance, and having received such awfulness over these last weeks he is resigned to his fate at the hands of God. Job’s error at this point is to think that God is an “angry God”, for that was his and his friend’s theology regarding catastrophes that happened to men. He still has this remnant of his old theology and cannot think of anything other than God’s anger as an explanation for the events that have happened to him. 

He is ready, even if the Lord is angry, to take his body in hand, and swallow his pain, and face his Maker and accept whatever else comes his way. He expects death, but he still believes in God and knows that the Lord will redeem him in the end. He just wishes that he knew the answers to the big questions now.  He knows that play actors (hypocrites) will not come before him and stand alive. He stands before the Lord as his Lord and God and trusts that the Lord will deliver him. 
“Though he slays me, yet will I trust in him.” This is the ultimate victory for Job to this point. He is wrong about the Lord’s anger, but his faith remains strong, and he trusts the Lord even though he is slain in the process. He knows that he will be vindicated either in time or eternity for he rests in the certainty of the perfect character of God, and even though he cannot see the reasons for things, he knows that they must be there. He absolutely rests upon the truth that God is GOOD and so if he cannot see it at this point, it is a perspective problem from man’s viewpoint, not a problem with God’s Plan or Holy Character.
Verses 17 – 19.  

Job’s confidence in his righteousness is absolute, and his dependence upon the Lord’s grace, mercy and love is also absolute. He has thought this whole issue through, and the more his friends say the more he believes them to be in error and his position to be right. God will answer him, and of that he is absolutely sure. Who can convince him he is wrong? None of these men has even come close to silencing his words, or answering the real issue. They have skirted around the tragedies and focused upon Job’s character and they have not been correct in anything they have said of him either. Job cannot be silent or he would explode and die! He feels his pain so greatly that he will not be silenced for he wants the Lord to answer, for him and for all who suffer without obvious reason.

Verses 20 – 22.  

Job now makes two conditions for an on-going dialogue. Now are these conditions meant to apply to his friends or to God? I believe that they can apply both ways, but it is most likely to apply between the men. The first is that they “withdraw their hand”. This was a reference to personal assault and battery. Job calls them to stop abusing him and saying things that are hurtful and false about him. The second condition is that they stop trying to terrify him by reference to the awful power of God, for God is not awful in any way.  All God’s purposes are holy and good, but we need to sit with them long enough to allow the truth to emerge from the background noise of a fallen world. 
If I am wrong in this, then what Job is asking of God is, that the Lord withdraw punishment/abuse from him, and that the terror that he has been exposed to end. Does Job seek an end of God’s terror or the terror of man? The Lord’s permission to Satan to attack Job has run out of time, and so there have been no direct or indirect acts of God towards Job since we began the dialogue. The Lord doesn’t need to withdraw His hand from Job, for He is not doing anything to Job at present except watching and waiting.  The only terrorizing that has been going on is from Job’s friends!

Verses 23 – 25. 

Job calls on his friends to hear him and genuinely answer him, not deliver the nonsense they have to date spoken. How many sins has he committed? If he is guilty of many sins, then clearly they will be known by this point, and so let them be exposed and his hypocrisy delivered to the world. Job speaks now to the Lord, and it may be that he has been speaking to his friends and then looking up to God as stressed people do, speaking to both God and man, and God again in the same sentence. He is now like a piece of dry stubble and has all the strength and life of a broken fallen leaf. This is indeed a man who is worn out and ready to die. He has little energy and life left in him, but with what he has, he still looks to the Lord for an answer, and hopes his friends will finally speak the words of the Lord to him.

Verses 26 – 28.  

He feels like a man who has been punished for things in the distant past. He has had to go back to his youth and think of some acts of foolishness, but these sins can’t be the cause of present misery. He doesn’t want to believe that these acts of a foolish boy were the reason why he is suffering now, for what would that say about God’s character? He feels that his whole life has been scrutinized and found wanting of holiness, and yet he knows this isn’t the whole picture of his life. He feels he is like a rotten piece of meat consumed by vermin, and like a moth eaten garment he has been shredded in the eyes of the world. 
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
If we wish to speak words of comfort to those who are broken we must first hear what they say and understand their deepest thoughts and fears. Only when we have fully heard them can we fully help them. Let us teach our counsellors to listen well and then they will be able to help properly. 

2.
When we face difficult things, we are challenged to go in our minds right to the end of our lives and ask what matters in the context of eternity. All that matters is our doing of the Lord’s Will; there is nothing other than the Lord’s will that has any significance for any man or woman. Let us praise His name, right to the day He slays us and brings us into His presence. The Lord’s death for us is precious in His sight, and we can relax in Him. Study again the BTB doctrinal study on DYING GRACE.

DOCTRINE  

DYING GRACE  
CHAPTER 14

INTRODUCTION
In Job 5:7, Eliphaz had said that, “Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards”. Job now reflects upon this half-truth, for half truth it is. Trouble, tribulation and despair are not the things we are “born to”; they are the things that come to us because of the Fall of Man. We were made for glory, but sin entered in this world through Satan’s temptation, and with sin, suffering and death became the lot of man. 

The author of sin was the author of suffering and death. It is this fact that is central to the book of Job. The one who brought suffering into the world through his hatred of man is the one causing Job’s pain, and Satan is desperately trying to drive a wedge of anger between Job and his Redeemer and Saviour. For just as Satan brought sin, disease, suffering, and death, so the Lord Jesus Christ brought healing for man, through forgiveness of sin, and the defeat of death. The Cross and the Empty Tomb wipe away the stain of the Fall of Man. 

Before reading this chapter, refer to the BTB studies below. ADAM - THE FALL, SALVATION – MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION, ATONEMENT, EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION, RECONCILIATION, REDEMPTION, REGENERATION, CHRIST - INDWELLING. All that Satan has ever done, presently does, and ever will do, is defeated by the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are more than conquerors in and through Him, over all that the enemy can throw at us in time. Romans 8:37, 1 John 4:4. 
JOB 14:1-22
1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. 2 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not. 3 And doth thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into judgement with thee? 4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one. 5 Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass; 6 Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day. 7 For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. 8 Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; 9 Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant. 10 But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he? 11 As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up: 12 So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. 13 O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me! 14 If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come. 15 Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands. 16 For now thou numberest my steps: dost thou not watch over my sin? 17 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine iniquity. 18 And surely the mountains falling cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his place. 19 The waters wear the stones: thou washest away the things which grow out of the dust of the earth; and thou destroyest the hope of man. 20 Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth: thou changest his countenance, and sendest him away. 21 His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them. 22 But his flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourn.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  

Job’s observations are initially true and balanced, unlike the exaggeration of Eliphaz and his friends. Man’s days are brief, and our days in this world are full of troubling things. It is the Lord with us alone that gives true comfort. Matthew 28:18-20, John 15:18-27, 16:33, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, 3:16. We live in a fallen world, and we desperately need a Saviour to find our way through this world with encouragement, sanity, and purpose. 
Outside of the presence of the Lord our God within us we have only trouble to look forward to in many of the days of our life. With the Lord’s presence and the Holy Spirit’s power operating within us, we have the strength and focus to walk through the troubles of this life with clear mindedness and rejoicing. There is glory in the midst of trouble in the presence of the Lord; without the Lord with us, there is only confusion and despair. 

Job reflects upon the temporary glory of man. We come into the world and grow like flowers, and we can have beauty and attractiveness in our nature and appearance. The Calvinistic doctrine of the total depravity of man is true (for we cannot save ourselves), but often is over-done and makes man appear anything but the image of God that he was made to be. We do have great beauty at times, and man is capable of great and wonderful things that are a glory and source of rejoicing, but they are all temporary. 
The glory of man is a fleeting thing. Job does not forget the glory and beauty of the things he owned. He delighted in beauty and wonder, like all men, but he saw the shadow over all the creation. He could still see the image of God’s hand in the beauty of the creation, but he saw the reality of what the Fall of Man did. Job saw the long shadow of sin and death, and he wept over it.

Like the Psalmist, Job knew the temporary nature of all of man’s glory. He has already said that great kings build ruins, and that time races by to death! Without God’s glory and purpose all that every man builds is simply ruins for others to marvel at after the builder is dead and gone. Job 3:14, 7:7ff.  The words of the psalmist are so true! “So teach us all Lord to number our days”, and buy them up like gold, and use them for the Lord’s glory. Psalms 90:12, Ecclesiastes 9:10, Ephesians 5:15-18. Job can see that from fallen man nothing good can come unless it is of God. His deep depression stops him pushing his spiritual logic further at this point, but the Lord will take him further when HE speaks finally. 
Our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount takes this principle of the temporary glory of man and turns it into the positive message it is, rather than the depressing statement that Job’s friends, and even Job at this point, have made it. Matthew 6:24-34. Jesus challenges us, because of the temporary nature of all earthly glory and wealth, to reject serving the master of earthly things, and rather serve Him. He notes that all that exists upon this earth has glory for a time only, but those who serve the Lord have His presence, power, and a position with Him forever. Psalms 39:4-7.

Verses 4 – 6.  

Who can bring clean things out of unclean containers? No man can, but if the Lord cleans out the container, then it is transformed. As we see in the doctrines associated with SALVATION below, Biblical Regeneration does, through the power of God, what no man can do in his own power. All the works of man’s hands, powerful though they are, are nothing alongside the smallest actions of God on our behalf. The heavens are the “finger work” of God!  Psalms 102:25. 
Our God is amazing! His provision for us is amazing. Truly we receive Amazing Grace! While all these statements are true, Job at this point cannot see them. He is trapped in his deep trauma caused depression, and he feels little hope and confidence regarding the future. 
Remember my previous words; do not be too hard on Job. Do not do what his friends do as you read his words, and do not be harsh today with your own friends who are trapped in a deep depression. Refer back to the BTB study DEPRESSION.  When depression strikes it affects our perceptual and cognitive areas in the brain and closes down areas there, so our ability to think our way through the problems we face is restricted until the chemicals of depression are settled back into normal patterns.
Job recognises that the details and length of every man’s life is “hidden with God”.  We are free to make choices, but the choices we are set up with in this life are already established by the Lord from eternity past. We do not set the length of our days upon the earth, nor what strength and intelligence we have to achieve the things placed before us. It is not in man to set his own path; we are set up by our genetics, our birth, and flow on life circumstances, to walk a certain path, and no other. Refer to the BTB study ETERNITY PAST, ETERNITY FUTURE, FREE WILL. 
Job sees this truth in great bitterness because of the depression that has gripped his soul. He feels like a slave to his circumstances, and yet he sees that the Lord has set them up from eternity past. There are bounds set that each man may not pass, and he prays that the Lord will give him rest on his path now and let him see the truth before he dies. He still believes there is an answer to his pain filled path in the wisdom and plan of God, but he clings to this faith by the barest of margins. He is in God’s hands, but at this point he has deep and powerful questions regarding all these things. These are honest questions and his Lord will answer them.

Verses 7 – 9.  

Job reflects upon nature and the propagation of plants and even quite large trees. He sees that the plant kingdom illustrates that even quite large trees can be cut right back to their root systems and yet they can sprout forth to new life again. He sees regeneration from destruction in the plant kingdom, even to the point of a sort of immortality, but he sees no hope for himself as a man. Death for him is the end of his present hope. 
To the south of my home on the East Coast of the North Island of New Zealand there is a great Puriri Tree that covers a vast area. It is tree that has grown on that site for literally thousands of years. You can see the size of the tree when Jesus walked the earth, and when David was king of Judah! It is a tree that illustrates this truth, for as one part rotted and died away a new shoot emerged and the tree kept growing outwards. A tree like this is a picture of regeneration and resurrection. It is a reminder to us that the Lord made this earth to last, and all that is in it to last. Sin has destroyed that possibility, and this earth will be wrapped up and put away one day, but in little things like the plant kingdom’s ability to regenerate we glimpse the Creator’s plan. 2 Peter 3:18ff, Revelation 21.

Verses 10 – 12.  

Many have observed that the word “but” is the most negative of all words. Job speaks of regeneration in the plant kingdom, but he sees nothing other than death and decay in the realm of man. He sees death as the permanent lot of man until the universe passes away. He has no obvious hope of resurrection at this point. Now at this point, do not do what the pagan commentators do and deduce that Job had no eternal hope! Remember the many clues that he has given that he expects redemption, in this life and in heaven itself, and keep alert, for there will be many more. 
The simplistic commentators want to speak of the “evolution of the belief in eternal life”, because they don’t want to accept the concept as “God given”. If these modern pagans can make it appear that belief in the after life “developed” over time in an evolutionary way, then all such beliefs can be dismissed as inventions of desperate men.  Satan wants man to believe in no after life, for then there is no judgement and no consequences for this life; that is the heart of satanic strategy. Job simply states the obvious here about the finality of death, and he works from the negative mental place that his depression has brought him to.

Verses 13 – 16.  

Death is the end of man’s time upon this earth, and that is all unsaved, and depressed man sees at this point, but it is not the end. Job now raises the possibility of redemption and resurrection. He raises the thought to consciousness within him that death may not be the end. It may simply be rest from the labours and pressures of this life, and the doorway to something greater that God has for His creation.  Sadly he still feels that the “Lord’s wrath” remains upon him. This is not true, but we can see why Job feels it, for he still suffers and expects to die the next day in great pain and distress. 
He longs for the Lord to set the time of the end of his life and come to that place and take him to rest. Notice the emotions behind these words and see that Job does hope for resurrection and eternal life. He expects to receive an eternal call from the Lord his God. He expects to be in eternity, but he remains trapped in his depression over what has happened to him. He still feels the Lord is punishing him presently for his sinful state as a fallen man. Refer to the BTB study RESURRECTION. 

Verses 17 – 19.  

From the place where Job maintained his own righteousness, he is now at the place of total recognition of his own sinfulness as a fallen man. God’s verdict upon him still however stands; he is a righteous man, even though a fallen one. This is the status of all saved individuals. When I have sat with dying saints, it is this that I am struck by. They speak of their sinfulness, not their many great achievements for the Lord. The dying saint is like Job; he or she is overwhelmed by what they might have done had they been more focused, and they weep over the sins they committed on the way. We live and we die as sinners, but Praise God, in Christ Jesus, we die as saved and redeemed sinners.  Our transgressions are removed far from us. Psalms 103:12. Refer to the BTB study POSITION IN CHRIST. 
Job feels in the depth of his depression that the Lord has all his sins locked away in a bag and that they are remembered forever more. This is not true, for he has been forgiven, and when his depression is swept away by the Lord he will see that. He then thinks of the way the very mountains fall, and the rocks wear away under the flow of rivers. He sees this mighty grinding power of God’s natural world working to grind down the pride and hope of man. He feels in his depression that the Lord will keep pressuring him until he is ground away to dust. 

Verses 20 – 22. 

The Lord’s power will always prevail over every man, but the Lord is gracious, not destructive and malicious. It is Satan’s malice, not God’s that is in view here. All the power of man to raise himself up is nothing to the smallest power of God to bring man low. Many rise up and are then cast down. Many never live to see their sons prosper, nor then see them fall. All is vanity amongst mankind! But as we read these words we ask, is this the end? Has Job accurately seen the truth here, or is his depression still ruling his mind? 
He sees the lot of man as suffering and mourning, and this is truly the dark night of the soul in depression, and I would hear every day from a depressed patient this assessment of their life and the challenge of every counsellor is to bring some light into that dark place. It is, as we have seen in this chapter, only Salvation, and the Eternal Life perspective that brings light into these dark places. Job’s deep depression overwhelms him at the end of this chapter and he falls into sad and complete silence again.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
We are temporary inhabitants of this world, and our time here is fleeting. We have beauty and joy at times, and we can build great things, but they do not last. All that lasts the ravages of time are the things we have stored in heaven!  Only the works done in the filling of the Holy Spirit last the days of time. Matthew 6:19-21, 1 Corinthians 3:1ff. Let us preach these things with power, and draw the Lord’s people constantly to the place where they see the fleeting nature of the beauties of this age.

2.
We are made in the Image of God, but it is now a fallen image through Adam’s sin. Let us enjoy the great beauty of this created world, and the wonders of the works of men, but let us remember that all of lasting value is in the spiritual realm, not the physical. Let us magnify the work of the Holy Spirit and lift up the work of God through man, so that all might walk in the power of the Spirit and so achieve what they are capable of, and what wins eternal rewards.

3.
Do not abuse the depressed. Hear their pain and sit with them in their anguish and lead them with sensitive love to the place where they can receive the blessing of God again into their lives. Remember, depression destroys the ability of the mind to think clearly. Do not abuse those who fall into this state, but rather be part of the solution. 
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