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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.http://ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!

CONTENTS

	ITEM
	PAGE

	INTRODUCTION
	3

	CHAPTER 1
	8

	CHAPTER 2
	17

	CHAPTER 3
	28

	CHAPTER 4
	36

	CHAPTER 5
	44

	CHAPTER 6
	53

	CHAPTER 7


	60

	CHAPTER 8
	69

	CHAPTER 9
	75

	CHAPTER 10
	81

	
	

	
	

	
	

	DOCTRINAL TOPICS      BTB                          
	


JEREMIAH - THE “WEEPING PROPHET”

INTRODUCTION

JEREMIAH WHO WAS CALLED TO SPEAK INTO DARK DAYS OF APOSTACY AND TOTAL JUDGMENT

In the generation after Jeremiah, the prophet-leader of returned Israel, Nehemiah, spoke powerfully into the national heart of the re-gathered nation, when he said, “the Joy of the Lord is my strength”. Nehemiah 8:10. He repeated the principles of the earlier prophets Isaiah and Habakkuk.  Isaiah 12:2, and 49:13, Habakkuk 3:17-19. The same thoughts sung about by David before them all. Psalms 28:7.   The man who lived these words in spirit and truth was Jeremiah.
Jeremiah had faced the greatest test in Israel’s history regarding this principle of worship and praise when facing disaster, and had passed the test. Jeremiah faced the total destruction of all he loved, except his faith in the Lord who loved him, and reminded him of this through his presence within him. He faced the greatest challenge any believer can face; the challenge in the short term to see all destroyed except his faith in the plan of God, and the certain hope for the long term blessing of his people. He had to pray the most ancient of prayers many times. “Though you slay me, yet will I trust in and praise your name”. Job 13:15.

Jeremiah gives a timely call to meditation for our days, in order that we might learn to praise the Lord under pressure and darkening times. We may have great pressure, with extreme mourning for our days, yet Jeremiah encourages us to feel the pain of the lost, weep for the death of the foolish, but yet replace the ashes of our grief for the joy of the Lord, in the midst. The Fruit of the Holy Spirit must have victory over the Old Sin Nature based spirit of despair. 

In our days it has become fashionable in some church circles to speak of the great times of blessing and world wide renewal and salvation that many expect to occur in the last days of the church before the Tribulation period and the Lord’s Advent. The fact that those who expect this speak of the “Great Tribulation” as occurring shortly after this period of great renewal, should give them cause to pause and reflect on the possible error of their view.

Can we expect the “latter rains” or did they begin already in Peter’s day, Acts 2:14ff, and so we can expect different things again in the “last days” of the church age? What do Jesus and the apostolic writers, through the Holy Spirit, say of the last days of the church age? There is a grave danger of teaching believers to expect a great revival, and setting up that expectation, if the opposite is going to occur, for then people will be disheartened and dismayed. 

The church has known great revivals throughout it’s history, and will again, and we all ought to be in prayer for our part in them, but if the days generally darken, are our trained men and women ready for the reality that the Lord and apostles speak of? Jeremiah was tasked with the delivery of the hard message of judgment. He gave a call to “reality therapy” in an age that wanted to believe the “good news” and prosperity gospel message. Jeremiah calls us to be ready to stand in difficult places and times; to maintain the truth when people want their ears itched with pleasant words. 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

Let us look at the testimony of the New Testament regarding the last days of the Church Age, leading into the Great Tribulation period.   It is not the picture painted by the prosperity gospel preachers of today!
1.
Luke 17:26-30
Days of Lot and Noah.

2.
1 Timothy 4:1-2
Denial of Faith.

3.
1 Timothy 4:3-4
Denial of liberty.

4.
2 Timothy 3:1-8
Denial of spirituality.

5.
Jude 18

Impact on holiness, separation, respect for authority.

6.
2 Peter 3:3-4
Denial of reality of the Second Advent.

7.
1 John 2:18, 4:3
Denial of the Lord.

Let us be actively seeking the Holy Spirit’s forward plan for our lives as Jeremiah did in dark days in his own generation. Let us expect the moving of the Holy Spirit upon unsaved men and women leading to salvation and pray for it always. 

Even if in our day the churches go steadily into apostacy and compromise, let us set our face towards the Lord Jesus Christ and hold to the truths that we are called to represent as his ambassadors. Let us speak of his grace always, irrespective of the light or the darkness of the days!

Ministry involves service to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and his people where ever they are. We are here as his pastors to serve his people in love and truth. Jeremiah had the fruit of the Spirit in his life, and had joy in the Lord in the midst of great pain.  Let us be 100% real in our expectations and devotion to the Lord’s path forward.
Tears are not incompatible with ministry, but we must ensure they are as Jeremiah’s were; tears that came from love for the lost. Isaiah 53:3-12, 61:3.

There are three goals in all ministry to the saved body of Christ:

1. 
Equipping the Saints. We interact with God’s people, we teach them, we pray with and for them, and we suffer with them. Luke 6:40, 1 Corinthians 1:10, Galatians 6:1, Ephesians 4:12, 1 Thessalonians 3:10, 1 Peter 5:10.

2. 
Serving the Saint’s needs. We are always ready to give of our self, our time, and our money, for the needs of the saints, even to the “spoiling” of our own resources. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5, 7-15, Hebrews 10:34, James 1:22-25, 2:14-19.

3. 
Building up the Saints. We seek the building up in unity of all the believers for whom the Lord has given us responsibility. We seek both corporate unity, and personal growth. Ephesians 4:14-16.

The Anatomy of prophetic and pastoral ministry should be studied before we enter this book, because we see in Jeremiah a mentor and inspiration for all pastors and teachers in the Lord. 

TOPICS 

Refer to the BTB topics to the following studies in the following sub sections and read them carefully:

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION, 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IMITATE CHRIST 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – STEWARDSHIP

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING.

CHURCH - OFFICER – PASTORS/ELDERS.

CHURCH – SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP.

HOLY SPIRIT – TEACHER.

PILGRIM.

PROPHET.

Each of these provides introductory principles for a full understanding of the prophet Jeremiah, who wonderfully sets us the example of service under the maximum pressure to which we all may be called in our own generation, as he was to his.

JEREMIAH THE MAN AND JEREMIAH IN HIS HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Jeremiah faced days when his people believed they were safe and secure in their false theologies and habitual worship, but their hearts and lives were far from God and his holy demands. The people were religious but not spiritual, and so they compromised with evil on a day by day basis. Jeremiah was told to be quiet by most, and criticized as “too negative” by all but a few faithful servants of the Lord left in the land. 

The wise and good people had been deported with Daniel (605) and Ezekiel (597), leaving only the “worst” of people in the land for the final years until their fateful last rebellion against the Babylonians in 586 BC. Jeremiah 52:28-30. The day chosen by the Jewish people as the commemoration, that is closest to the actual day in our modern calendar, when the city and Temple were destroyed is this very day that I write these words; my birthday, 14 August. 

The apostle John would hear from the other side of the Jordan that the second temple and rebuilt city had been taken and destroyed the same day in 70 AD, for the same reasons. This day is a sad day for Israel’s history and is remembered even to our own days as the solemn fast of Tisha B’Av.   2 Kings 25:3-10, Jeremiah 52:1-14.

Study the topic on JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER.

Jeremiah’s name means, “The Lord be exulted”, or the Lord is exulted. Such a name was appropriately given with prayer by his father. From earliest years he sanctified himself for the task of destiny that he believed he had. As we will see as we enter this book, this man’s life ran a parallel course in early years to Josiah’s, but he was unable to recall that king from his fatal error based decision to oppose Pharaoh Necho. In 607 BC, 2 Kings 23:29. 

He may even have gone so far as John the Baptist would later go and become a life long Nazarite. Jeremiah 1:5, Lamentations 4:7. 

He was a sensitive man, who felt the pain of his people, and grieved for them because of what he knew their sin would lead them to. To pray for those we care about means we feel the pain of their judgment. It remains the truth to our day that those who do not feel the suffering caused by sin cannot powerfully pray for the sinner. Jeremiah powerfully prayed for his people and he told them the truth consistently throughout his long life, until his death in exile in Egypt.

After the death of Josiah in battle at Megiddo against Necho, the people chose Jehoahaz as their king, but his reign was only three months until Necho came and demanded his replacement with a pro-Egyptian ruler as his vassal. 

The Egyptian appointee was Jehoiakim, who ruled from 607 – 597 BC, and followed the pleasure principle, which is the common choice of men who are in office because they lack other principles! He was, what we would call, a “plastic politician”, who is bendable to the will of all. Necho was beaten by the Babylonians at the world turning battle of Carchemish but this king survives by becoming fearful and subservient to Babylon, and he vainly tries to rebuild military might, but Egypt is spent as a real force after Carchemish. 

Jeremiah was busy during this reign trying to call the court and people to holy obedience to the Lord.  Jeremiah received the Lord’s revelation that the Babylonians were his instrument to punish the wicked, and their rule was not to be plotted against, but supported.  To many this made Jeremiah a traitor to his own people.
Babylon had been the instrument to destroy the Assyrians (610 BC – Fall of Nineveh, then 607 BC the final battles around Haran, associated with Carchemish), and would discipline Egypt and create the peace under which the ancient world would be stabilized until taken over by the Persian Empire.

Jeremiah missed the first two deportations of exiles into Babylonia; the first in 605 BC involved Daniel and his three friends, and the second in 597 BC removed all the younger priests, army officers and artisans. Jeremiah was the mentor of Ezekiel and possibly of Daniel also. It is Jeremiah’s book before us that will encourage both men in the captivity.
To lose such men from daily contact made Jeremiah’s life the more lonely, and to be known as the man who spoke for Babylon rather than standing like a true patriot, against their conqueror, made him appear to be a traitor, or a Quisling to many. Even though his people misunderstood his motives, this man stood for the unpopular truth of God in a time when patriotism would be identified with his opponents.

He was opposed strongly by false prophets in his days; notable amongst them were Zedekiah, Ahab, and Shemaiah. Jeremiah 29:26. They spoke of Jeremiah as “a madman”, mocking his words, his Nazarite life, his poverty and his friendships with the poor. They were the rich and powerful men (the “prosperity patriots”) of their age and spoke to those who ruled, but after the second deportation there were few who could be respected amongst them. 

Jeremiah, as we will see, faced a power confrontation with another false prophet, Hananiah, recorded in Jeremiah 28, where the false prophet speaks as many today do, with confidence in their dreams, and assurance of their legitimacy. We are going to be reminded many times in this study, that sincerity is not truth, and is not to be confused with it. All who walk away from God’s path may have sincerity, but they are sincerely wrong, and their judgment will be the more harsh, because of the lies with which they deceive God’s people.

Jeremiah consistently chose to stand with God’s suffering people, keep speaking purely the Word of God, and turned away from clear promises of personal favour and wealth in Babylon, that were offered to him. Jeremiah 40:1-6. This man looked only to what his part was in the plan. He knew Daniel and Ezekiel’s paths were Babylon, and though he may have longed for their company there, he chose to dwell with the survivors in the land and try to be the Lord’s voice to these people. 

Dr McGee notes ten things about Jeremiah that stand as examples of service and challenge to us all.

1. 
He was born a priest, as we are born again into priesthood to the Lord. Jeremiah 1:1, 1 Peter 2:9.

2. 
He was chosen a prophet, to speak the Lord’s words only. Jeremiah 1:5, 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

3. 
He was called while still young. Jeremiah 1:6, 1 Timothy 1:11-16.

4. 
He was commissioned to be a prophet of God’s truth. Jeremiah 1:9-10, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.

5. 
He begins his ministry in mourning, when many feel the plan of God has failed them, yet the truth is God has not failed, but they have failed to follow God. 2 Chronicles 35:25, 1 Corinthians 1:22-31.

6. 
He was forbidden to marry, for the distraction of marriage and family would have pulled him away from the hard words he had to preach. Jeremiah 16:1-4, 2 Timothy 2:1-10. 

7. 
He was rejected by his people, and so did not make many converts. As most judge success today he would be deemed a failure, as he never “had the numbers”. Jeremiah 11:19-21, 12:6, 18:18, 1 Timothy 6:20, 2 Timothy 4:3-4.

8. 
He was beaten, imprisoned, tortured, and threatened with death. Jeremiah 20:1-3, 37:11-16, Matthew 5:11-12, 10:16-18, John 15:18-21, 1 Peter 4:12-19.

9. 
His work broke his heart, so that he wanted to resign from the work and retire to a comfortable place, but the Lord reminded him that his call, like ours, was “unto death”. Jeremiah 20:9, 2 Corinthians 4:8-18, Hebrews 12:11-15.

10. 
He saw the destruction of his city and the Temple of Solomon, and saw that he had become a pilgrim, without city or temple on this earth. Jeremiah 42-43, Hebrews 11:13, 13:14, 1 Peter 2:9-12.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK
(After Dr J Vernon McGee, Thru The Bible with J Vernon McGee, 1982, Thomas Nelson and Co, Nashville, TN, Volume 3, Page 353).

SECTION 1 - HISTORICAL- THE CALL OF JEREMIAH - CHAPTER 1.

Jeremiah was called to ministry during the short reign of the good but foolish king Josiah and he was told from the beginning, as Paul would be later, Acts 9:15-16, that he would suffer greatly for the message he had responsibility to deliver consistently to God’s rebellious people. He was called into a hard ministry and the Lord tells him that he will strengthen him for the task, as he strengthened Isaiah one hundred years before. He ministers under the tragic king Jeconiah and then the evil king Zedekiah, and finally dies in exile in Egypt after the murder of the Babylonian and Jewish governor Gedaliah. 

SECTION 2 - PROPHEPHIES BEFORE THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH - CHAPTERS 2-20.

Chapters 2- 3:5
The indictment against the kingdom of Judah – that they had rejected God’s truth.

Chapter 3:6 – 6
Their “back sliding” steadily away from the truth they had been taught.

Chapters 7 – 10
Warnings given at the Temple Gate by the Lord’s prophet.

Chapters 11 – 12
The Facts given – they have walked away from the Mosaic revelation.

Chapter 13
The Parable of the Line Girdle.

Chapter 14 – 15
The Cycles of Discipline unfold. Leviticus 26:18-26. 

Chapter 16 – 17:18
The prophet is forbidden to marry because his suffering will be so great.

Chapter 17:19-27
The message to the King in the Gate of the city.

Chapters 18-19
The sign at the Potter’s house.

Chapter 20
The cost of telling the truth – Jeremiah’s persecution.

SECTION 3 - PROPHECIES DURING THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH 

Chapters 21-22
Nebuchadnezzar’s part in the plan of God described to King Zedekiah.

Chapter 23
Light shining in a very dark day.

Chapter 24
The Parable of the basket of figs.

Chapter 25
The Seventy Year captivity.

Chapter 26
A sermon in the Temple court during the short reign of Jehoiakim.

Chapters 27-28
The Parable of the Yokes.

Chapter 29
The first delegation of the Captivity receives hope. 

SECTION 4 - PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL

Chapter 30
The Great Tribulation.

Chapter 31
God’s power in the midst of adversity – “I Will”.

Chapter 32
Buying Real Estate as a testimony to faith in the future.

Chapter 33
The Coming Kingdom of David.

Chapter 34
Zedekiah’s captivity foretold.

Chapter 35
The obedience of the Rechabites.

Chapter 36
Jehoiakim shows his true colours by destroying the Word of God.

Chapter 37-38
Jeremiah suffers direct persecution through imprisonment.

Chapter 39
Jeremiah is released from prison as the city is captured. 

SECTION 5
PROPHECIES TO THE REMNANT LEFT BEHIND IN THE LAND

Chapter 40 – 42
Hope and guidance given to those who feel dispossessed and bereft.

SECTION 6 - PROPHECIES DURING JEREMIAH’S LAST DAYS IN EGYPT

Chapters 43-44
To the remnant in Egypt.

Chapter 45
To Baruch – his faithful servant.

Chapter 46
To Egypt.

Chapter 47
To the Philistines.

Chapter 48
To the Moabites.

Chapter 49
To Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Kedar, Hazor, Elam.

Chapters 50-51
To Babylon itself.

SECTION 7 – HISTORICAL - THE FALL OF JERUSALEM 

Chapter 52
The Fall of Jerusalem, exactly as the prophet had foretold it would occur. 

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  IMITATE CHRIST

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STEWARDSHIP

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

CHURCH OFFICERS - PASTORS/ELDERS

CHURCH: -SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP

HOLY SPIRIT:  TEACHER

PILGRIM

PROPHET

JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER

SECTION 1 – HISTORICAL - THE CALL OF JEREMIAH - CHAPTER 1.

Jeremiah was called to ministry during the short reign of the good but finally foolish king Josiah and he was told from the beginning, as Paul would be later, Acts 9:15-16, that he would suffer greatly for the message he had responsibility to deliver consistently to God’s rebellious people. He was called into a hard ministry and the Lord tells him that he will strengthen him for the task, as he strengthened Isaiah one hundred years before. 

He ministers under the tragic and foolish young king Jeconiah and then the initially good, but ultimately evil king Zedekiah, and finally dies in exile in Egypt (possibly a martyr) after the murder of the Babylonian and Jewish governor Gedaliah. Let us begin with his call to ministry. 

Written in 629 BC, these first three chapters cover a period of time when Assyrian power reigned supreme, but men plotted to try to find ways to escape the bondage of their cruel oppressors. Babylonian intrigues came to their head, when in 626 BC the King of the Babylonians, gained control of the city again and begins to plan thoroughly, but secretly, for the alliances that will lead to the defeat of Assyria and the capture of Nineveh in 612 BC. In the midst of this time Jeremiah is reminded that God is still on the throne of history and he is to look to him for deliverance and guidance, not the plans and schemes of men. 

JEREMIAH 1:1-10

“1.  The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: 2  To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.  3  It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month. 4  Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5  Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 6  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 7  But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 8  Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 9  Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 10  See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant”.

REFLECTION
“1.  The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin:
We are introduced to Jeremiah the man here and his call to ministry from the Lord. His father is mentioned as is his Levitical town in which he grew up. Hilkiah is the High Priest who found the Law books of Moses during the clean up of the Temple after the desecration under Manasseh. 

In Josiah’s eighteenth year of reign, when he was twenty six years of age, he became concerned that the Temple was in bad repair, and sent to the High Priest and ordered him to use the monies available to repair the Temple precincts.  As a part of the repairs the books of Moses were re-discovered and read after many years of being hidden away. 2 Kings 22:1-13. The king was rebuked when he heard the words of Moses read to him. Leviticus 26:1-45, Deuteronomy 28:1ff. There was national conviction as the words were read aloud for the first time since the days Isaiah had preached in the land.

He sent for advice from the prophetess Huldah and her words were direct and biblical. 2 Kings 2214-20, 2 Chronicles 34:23-28. The words of this book of the prophet Jeremiah would set the Jewish world aflame, with Daniel, Ezekiel and the prophets of both the Exile and post exilic period drawing on his words for hope in the dark places they found themselves in. They saw in his words that the Lord was not finished with them as a people, and that the grace and mercy of God are always there after judgment, as soon as the people repent. Jeremiah would find himself the priest to his nation, ministering the words of God to them, but political realities would stop him from ever fulfilling the role his father had as High Priest. 

2  To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.  
Jeremiah is a man from a godly line, whose father led the revival in the days of the King Josiah as the High Priest, and ensured that the Temple was once again restored to a dignity of purpose and that worship began again in proper order and ceremony. The great sadness of these days, was that the people restored the Temple to it’s place, but then they trusted in the temple to save them and did not change their hearts, nor cease their evil worship of foreign gods, but rather kept them going along side the true worship in the temple itself. The Law of Moses had made it clear and plain for all to see; that if a people thought they could compromise with evil, then they would die. Exodus 20:1-20. 

Jeremiah is from a father that set the example of holiness and righteousness but he served against a back drop of great evil and compromise that had been steadily getting worse and worse for over fifty seven years, fifty five under Manasseh, and two under Amon his son. 2 Kings 21:1-26, 2 Chronicles 33:1-25. 

Even though Manasseh was finally saved (2 Chronicles 33:12-13), the evil he did polluted the nation and the blood he shed to maintain power came upon his equally evil son. He repented and followed through and cleansed the land, his household and the Temple of false gods, but his son Amon followed him in his earlier evil. He started the turn of the tide and the revolted people acted and Amon died in a palace coup and the boy Josiah, then aged only eight, was placed on the throne, with the plotters killed, and the people themselves selecting rulers who then ruled in the young boy’s name until he was over twenty. The time of all too brief revival was coming. 

The words of the Seers or Prophets, who had remained loyal to the Lord through these dark days were again heeded by the people, and the door was open for ministry to the new generation of prophets that the Lord has prepared to raise up to feed his people. The Lord is not ever “caught out” by evil, nor does he fail to respond to positive volition on the part of his people. If the people desire the truth with all their heart, then the Lord will answer their prayers and provide prophets and preachers to feed their hungry hearts and warn them of things to come if they do not persist in their revival. 

The first fellow witness for Jeremiah to draw strength from is Zephaniah. He writes as one of the older group of prophet/seers and warns of judgment upon the people because of their compromises with evil religions. Possibly another of the older group is Habakkuk. Three years after the Lord speaks to Jeremiah Babylonia gained her independence again, and the prophet Habakkuk spoke directly to the people giving them clear warning of the victory of Babylon over all nations around them. Habakkuk 1:5-11. Habakkuk writes a soldier’s manual for strength in these dark days of invasions, and warns that only through faith and sobriety will the people hold the line and survive. Manasseh had rebuilt the defences of the land, but they would only stand in righteousness, not in evil or compromise. Habakkuk 2:4, 9-20. 

The third witness is Nahum the prophet who prophecies the fall of Nineveh and the end of Assyrian power. This occurs in 612 BC and the dominance of the Neo-Babylonian state begins with the Battle of Carchamesh in 605 BC.  Jeremiah steps onto the stage of the history of Judah with these three trumpet bearers ahead and with him. The people of the land are without excuse in their rebellion, for they have the witness of the Word from Moses, and the words of the Seers and prophets, Huldah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, and Nahum, plus many others, who all recorded their words in a “Book of the Seers”, that was clearly widely circulated at the time. 2 Chronicles 33:18-19. 

Read each of these three short Minor Prophets now to get the flavour of the age that Jeremiah walked into in the Plan of God. All of us, like Jeremiah, have a prepared part to play in the plan of God, and all of us, in Christ Jesus, are able to walk into our part with the Lord’s complete preparation ahead of us, and his abiding power and protection around us. If there is repentance and restoration of the Word to it’s place of honour in our hearts and there is obedience in their daily lives, then the Lord will bless the people. Leviticus 26:40-45, Deuteronomy 28:1-14, 33:27-29.

3  It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month. 
God’s Word came to Jeremiah in the days of King Josiah, but also continued to be heard by the prophet into the days of Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah, right until the end of the nation’s life and their entry into Exile in Babylon. The full account of events is recorded in 2 Kings 22-25, 2 Chronicles 34-36. Read these chapters now and get the overview of the action through these turbulent years; the Kings account seeing things through the eyes of the Palace scribes and the Chronicles recording things from the perspective of the priests in the Temple. Ezra places his final seal upon both books as part of the restoration of the nation after the captivity, in fact Jeremiah was the first of the prophets in the Jewish order, so that the Lord refers to him as a way of referring to all. Matthew 2:17, 27:9.

 Jeremiah or Baruch writes these words as the introduction to the book of Jeremiah before it is sent to those in exile in Babylon to encourage them. This book was the encouragement for Ezekiel and Daniel, and with the words of Isaiah formed the prophetic foundation for their hope for the future, and the biblical basis for their courage, and that of Zerubbabel, Joshua, Ezra and Nehemiah later. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah also built upon the work of these books, as God’s chosen men for their own generation. 

The Lord works through his obedient servants, who are blessed by being a blessing to those who hunger and thirst after righteousness. Amos 8:11-14, Matthew 5:6. We are called to be such a blessing in our own days, and we fulfil the Lord’s expectation of us through obedience to the living Word of God. We are reminded in this verse however that the end may not, indeed will not be good, for those who reject the Word of God. The people had been told for over seven hundred years, since the days of Moses, that if they obeyed the Lord there would be blessing and if they rejected his Word there would be judgment; they made their choice and it was the wrong one. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28. Refer to the doctrinal studies of CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSINGS OF THE BELIEVER, and also CAPACITY FOR LIFE.

4  Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
The greatest joy for us as believers is that we are blessed of the Lord and each has a part to play in the wonderful plan of God. Refer to the studies in the category of CHRISTIAN LIFE – DESTINY OF BELIEVERS, and also HEIRSHIP, and then STABILITY, and also THINKING BIBLICALLY. 

Each of these studies brings together what we see with the life of Jeremiah. He was spoken to directly by the Lord as his prophet, and yet all of us can be spoken to with the same powerful message through the ministry of the Holy Spirit within as we open the Word of God and let the Spirit lose within our spirit in application of it. We are all spoken to by God, and some who read this may be called to the life of a Jeremiah. The only way to know this is to live as he did, in total dependence upon the Holy Spirit, for then the path will be made clear to you as it was to this great man. Refer to the studies on BIBLE, including BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER, and WORD OF GOD – HEBREWS 4:12.

5  Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
In the scriptures eternity meets time and infinity meets space. We live and move and have our being within the boundaries of space and time. We cannot even have a thought that isn’t limited by these two categories of our thinking structure. Yet God is the creator of space and time, and is by definition therefore beyond the limits of these categories of our present thought processes. This is why we must be hesitant in our assertions about how much we know about the nature of God; for unless he has specifically revealed something to man in human terms, we had better be careful, or else we will simply speak of God as if he is a limited man. This is the error of most theology and is called the danger of anthropropathism – to speak of God as if he is a creature, not the creator. 

This verse, like Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1, and 2 Peter 3:10-13, all teach us to be humble and careful in our words about God. He knew us before the worlds were made, before time itself was made. Our destiny is, in Christ Jesus, to be part of a new creation of a new heavens and a new earth, and to see all that is now visible folded up and put away. These things are inconceivable to us, yet they are plainly taught in these verses. We meet our limits here in this verse of Jeremiah, and it is appropriate that we do, for in dealing with God’s judgment of persistent sinners we need to remember that the Almighty one we speak of has all the facts before him, not just what we see. Jeremiah will have to cling to the truth of the perfection of the person and plan of God, and all of us who face the hard things of judgment of our nation must also cling to these truths.

Refer to the studies on GOD – DIVINE DECREES, also DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – NATIONS – NATIONAL DISCIPLINE, also PLAN OF GOD, and ETERNITY PAST, and ETERNITY FUTURE. All these doctrines, teach the vital truth for us all to understand; there are no accidents, or wasted spaces in the plan of God. All of us have a part to play, a task to complete, a reward that can be won for completion of the things that we are called to do. We are born with a destiny, and are rewarded eternally, not in relation to others but in accordance with which we meet the fullness of the part we were to play in the plan of God. 

Does God need us? In a manner of speaking, the answer is obviously, “NO!” yet the Bible makes it clear, in this verse, as in many others, that the Lord is working his plan out within the exercise of the free will of men and women who are called and devoted to their call. We have all been called, for that is why you are reading these words right now; so the only question remains, will each of us fulfil our call? 1 Corinthians 9:27. We are all, like Jeremiah, “called”, “sanctified” (set apart for the service of the living God), and “ordained” into a specific area of service in this life, which is our stewardship while we live. Refer to the category, CHRISTIAN LIFE and study the studies on, SERVANT – MODEL SERVANT, and then STEWARDSHIP and finally, SUBMISSION. 

Each of these is also foundational to our understanding of Jeremiah’s message and his and our own place in history. Our position in Christ is far more glorious than most of us realise, and so we do not live with the excitement, the assurance, the focus, or the anticipation that is appropriate to our amazing destiny. Isaiah 64:4-9, Romans 9:14-21, 1 Corinthians 2:6-14.

6  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 
God does not seek human confidence in his servants; in fact he seeks the opposite. God looks for our honest appraisal of our abilities and the humility to recognize the truth about the task before us. God’s tasks always overwhelm the capacities of humanity, for we are not meant to do them in our human strength, but in the power of the Holy Spirit alone. Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Zechariah 4:6, Matthew 22:29, 28:18, Mark 12:24, Romans 15:13-19, 1 Corinthians 1:18-21, 2:4-5, 2 Corinthians 4:7, Ephesians 3:7, 2 Timothy 1:7-8, 1 Peter 1:5.

Jeremiah has a similar response to the call of the Lord upon him that we see with Moses in Exodus 4:10. He does not mean by his words “a child”, that he is under fourteen, but that he is under twenty, and so not experienced in life, nor letters, nor completed his priestly training. He is called away from his human and family destiny as the son of the High Priest. He is called away from the status and blessing that would have been his in his day had he followed his father. Like Moses he must walk away from the path that would provide honour before men, wealth and good marriage, and he must walk as God directs him to walk, in total obedience to the hard ministry he is called to. Isaiah 6:5, Luke 5:8, Romans 7:14-25, 1 Corinthians 9:16, 1 Timothy 4:12. 

God’s servants are always overwhelmed by their unworthiness, for then they can be used in the righteousness he provides through faith. To serve God in the ministry is to face the great temptation of pride, for you will walk in amazing places and in the Holy Spirit’s power do amazing things. It is easy to fall into self righteousness and arrogant self reliance. To ensure this does not occur the Lord keeps his choicest servants in humility through suffering and service in situations that require constant Holy Spirit dependence. 2 Corinthians 12:5-10.

7  But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 
The Lord does not need our human abilities, for he provides us with Holy Spirit gifting and indwelling power to perform all we need to do to fulfil our divine commission. We are not to let anyone despise our youth or inexperience, for if the Lord has called us and prepared us, then we are to advance in Holy Spirit filling and power and the door of service will open for us. 1 Timothy 4:12-16. Our strength is to be in the Lord alone, for in our human strength we can do nothing of eternal value. 1 Corinthians 3:8-23. 

The will of God for each of us is both positional/doctrinal and geographical. We are to go where we are sent and say what the Lord has directed is to be said. God gives the area of work for each of us, and one of the biggest challenges amongst Christian workers is to ensure you get into your task area and do not trample over another’s! Refer to the study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION and the study on GOD – DIVINE GUIDANCE – the will of God. 

8  Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 
Paul expressed his faith in the principle behind this verse when he said, “if God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:31.  Read all the verses around this one. Romans 8:26-39. If we fear the Lord, then we never need to fear men, but the converse is also true; if we fear men we will not ever really serve the Lord. Fear of the wrong object disables us completely. Refer to the study on FEAR. 

The hatred, despising, and anger of man towards the servant of the Lord is to be expected, and is not to surprise, distract, or dismay the believer. The hatred of the world is “normal”, for if they hated our Lord then they will hate us! Logic can keep us safe here, or our ignorance of this principle will lead to distress. Ezekiel 2:6, John 15:18-25. They will hate us if we serve him well, but he will deliver us through all their hatred and actions expressing it. We are safe within his hands, just as Moses had reminded the children of Israel. Deuteronomy 33:27-29. 

All who serve the Lord are called to serve with total focus upon our Lord and his truth; with our concentration upon our task as his heralds only. We are to stand with courage in the task, and with a holy disinterest towards the opinions of men; they deserve the truth and our responsibility is to give it to them with love in our hearts for them. Their opinions ought neither to distract, nor interest us, for we have God’s truth and that stabilizes and settles our mind and heart. 

We are here to serve the Lord, and that is now the sole reason for our continued time upon the planet, so the attitudes of our “target audience” are irrelevant, for our job is to serve them the truth in our Lord’s name, whether they will hear or not! Jeremiah is called to this focused service; to a transformation of his attitude to his life itself, and so are we all! Ephesians 4:15

9  Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 
To have the mouth “touched by God” was to have the lips sanctified and the words that are to be spoken identified as being special words from the Lord. Isaiah 6:6, Ezekiel 3:10-17, 8:1-4. Jeremiah is sanctified by the Lord in order that all his words might glorify the Lord God and serve Him as he ought. The lips and life of Jeremiah will be his witness to the truth, so that all he does and all he says will testify to the Lord’s truth. He is to be the Lord’s last word to his people and so all he does is under scrutiny, and every word must be weighed and holy, for the lives and eternal destinies of hundred’s of thousands of people depend upon them. 

The awesomeness of Jeremiah’s tasking is now striking him; he is to be a man totally dedicated to his task, without any pleasant food and wine parties to unwind in, nor any days off. All the members of his family, his village, and his nation are about to be judged, and most will die terribly in violent ways. There will be no rest for Jeremiah except in heaven; he is called to serve from this date until his death, possibly even at his own people’s hands. 

We are the Lord’s heralds to a perishing generation in our own days, so our tasking is not that different to that of Jeremiah; we are to hold fast to sound words and let no corrupt words pass our mouths.  1 Corinthians 15:33, Ephesians 4:29, Philippians 1:14, 2:16, Colossians 3:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:1, Titus 1:9, Hebrews 4:12, James 1:18-23.


10  See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.
As the prophet of the Lord this man is set up as the Lord God’s man over all power and authority in the land and beyond it; he is the herald of the King of Kings and so has greater status in the Lord’s eyes than anyone in this land and all others he has dealings with. He has not set himself up; the Lord has set him up! 1 Peter 5:6-7. 

There is no arrogance, nor any grasping at position or place; rather the humble submission of the servant to the tasking of his master. Refer to the studies under the category, CHRISTIAN LIFE, the sub studies, CONSECRATION, and CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST, and also DEPOSITS, DOUBT, and EVANGELISM.

Jeremiah’s ministry will be characterized by six activities:

1. He is going to “root out”. The Hebrew word here means to pull out a weed by the roots, and this is Jeremiah’s role; to pull up the root of sin in his own life and the life of the nations.

2. He is going to “pull down”. He will break down and demolish the walls of rebellion that the people have put up between them and the holy demands of their God. He is a puller down of excuses.

3. He is going to “destroy”. He will cause to be destroyed all excuses and will see the destruction of all the rebels of his nation and of the others.

4. He is going to “throw down”. This is the word used when a wall is demolished by violent force.

5. He is going to “build”. Having destroyed all the false religious confidence of the peoples, he will then build spiritual truth where-ever the clear ground of repentance and holiness exists.

6. He is going to “plant”. New growth in the Spirit will occur when the land is cleared of it’s idolatry and other evils. Demolition of the buildings of evil will lead to the planting of the plants of righteousness.

Jeremiah is not to compromise with evil, nor is he to work around it; all that is wrong is to be levelled to the ground, with nothing left of the rebellion of man. Refer to the study of EVIL. There is no building of anything of spiritual value unless sin and evil is removed from the situation. Refer to the study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NO COMPROMISE with sin, or evil! The Christian is called to serve the Lord in holiness. Nothing good can come from our Old Sin Nature, for it is our “old man”, our “fallen nature”. Only the transforming power of God’s Holy Spirit can set us free from the evils and sins that surround us in this world. Satan’s policy involves getting believers away from truth into error, and holding unsaved people under the bondage of deception to evil. We are called to tear down all falseness and all excuses that men may have and be hiding behind, that none may be without excuse before their creator. 

2. NO HOLIDAYS, NO RETIREMENT. The call we have is permanent, and we are never off duty in the Lord’s service. This does not mean that we do not rest and recharge, but we do so with our hands ready to use our weapon, and with our armour on at all times. We are never off duty, and so even on “holiday” we are called to be looking for opportunities that the Lord may give to do his work.

3. THE WORD OF GOD IS MAGNIFIED. Only the Words of the living God will save mankind; there is no other hope, and we are called to proclaim this truth and no other. The rediscovery of the Law of Moses brought revival to the kingdom of Josiah, and the rediscovery of the preaching of the Word of God is the only hope for revival in our lands. Let us magnify and lift up the living Word of God and let us thereby let the Holy Spirit loose upon our land.

4. NOT EARTHLY FAMILY DESTINY, BUT SPIRITUAL DESTINY MATTERS. Jeremiah was “destined” to be High Priest after his father, yet all the expectations of men were turned on their ear. Just as Moses had to walk away from rulership of Egypt and choose to serve the Lord in leading his rebellious people, just so Jeremiah had to turn away from the status and the “obvious will of God” for his life and find the true will of God for his life. Let us ensure we judge spiritually not physically; being guided by the Holy Spirit, not the natural expectations of our families and our neighbours. What does God want? This remains the only question that is to be asked and answered in our earthly life!

5. NOT FORM OF WORSHIP BUT SPIRITUAL REALITY MATTERS. The people of Jeremiah’s day attended worship at the Temple often. There was active religion but little spirituality, for men compromised themselves and worshipped God alongside their idols and did not purify their hearts or lives from sin and evil. God seeks the transformation of our hearts and minds, and the purity of our bodies.

6. GOD’S SERVANTS ARE ENCOURAGED. Jeremiah would never really be a lone voice, for God is never left without witnesses. In his early days he had the company of great prophets, and even towards the end he could know that Ezekiel and Daniel were carrying on his great work amongst the exiles. He was never without the encouragement of his great companion Baruch. God encourages us with great Christian friends, and we are to draw strength from the spirit and from godly men and women, rejoicing in the best company, not regretting the loss of false friends and fake believers.

7. REPENTANCE RESTORES BLESSING. God calls for reality, and when people do business with him the Lord always forgives and restores. Grace and mercy abound with our God. We can always encourage ourselves and others, that if we are still alive there is hope for us! We must do real business with the Lord however, for judgment falls first upon the fake servants of the Lord well before he judges the pagan.

8. OUR GREATEST BLESSING IS BEING WHERE THE LORD WANTS US, DOING WHAT HE HAS ORDAINED FOR US TO DO. There is no joy that is like the joy of the obedient servant who hears his master say, “well done”.  The Will of God is the centre of meaning and purpose for the believer. Each of us, like Jeremiah have been called into holy service, ordained to serve in the roll we have been appointed to from before the worlds were made.

9. HUMILITY IN THEOLOGY SHOWS INTELLIGENCE. We stand before the greatest mystery and rightly cry out, “Holy is the Lord”, and fall on our faces before him. There is too much arrogance in our study and service of the Lord, when intelligence indicates we need to serve him with quietness and awesomeness. We are creatures and need to worship our creator in silence more often than with song.

10. WE ARE ALL GIFTED BY THE SPIRIT. We have all we need in Christ Jesus to serve him where we are called to serve. We lack nothing in him, for through the Spirit he has given us all things, but we must add faith and obedience into our daily lives to apply all that has been given into the place we have been called to serve. 

11. LIPS AND LIFE ARE TO BE SANCTIFIED. We are to serve the Lord in holiness and truth, with clean lips and clean daily lives. Sin and evil are to be treated as pollutants of the worst sort. We are to flee all appearance of evil and sin. We are to see ourselves as consecrated to the Lord, for we are, and we are for the duration of this lifetime and all eternity. We are to serve him forever.

12. Jeremiah’s ministry is to CONFRONT, and TO DESTROY EVIL, and TO BUILD UP GOOD. The pastoral role is a role that involves the rooting out of all evil, the exposing of all sin, and the clearing away of all the debris of wasted lives that good things may be done to the glory of God. 

JEREMIAH 1:11-19

11  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. 12  Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. 13  And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. 14  Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. 15  For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah. 16  And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands. 17  Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. 18  For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. 19  And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.”

REFLECTION
Jeremiah’s vision begins his ministry, and he hears the encouragement and challenge that will set the tone for all that is to follow. He sees a rod of an almond tree, then a seething pot, and then he hears what they means and what God’s promise is to him in the midst of the great judgment that is to unfold around him. There was no human chance of survival for Jeremiah, for he ought to have been killed many times, but he is safe in the midst of the great destruction, for he is in God’s hands, and he is doing God’s will. 

11  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. 

The almond tree was known to the ancients as “the waker”, or the “watcher”, as it was the first tree to fully blossom after the snows of winter. The bright pink blossoms against the pale green leaves was beauty after the dullness and harshness of a winter. It was beauty and also strength, for it is also the word for staff that is used, as the staff of a prophet, a traveller, or the staff that became the javelin’s shaft. It is said that the preacher of righteousness is beautiful, just as the Lord and His Word are beautiful. Psalms 96:6-9, Isaiah 4:2, 52:7-10, Romans 10:13-17. Jeremiah himself will later refer to the rod and staff being broken as the symbol of the destruction of the glory of a nation. Jeremiah 48:15-17. 

Jeremiah is the Almond Rod, and in this symbol is the strength, beauty and hope for the future of the nation after the long winter of destruction and exile. Jeremiah will not live to see it, but this book of his words will become the hope of Israel for a future in the land. The dead rod will blossom after the winter of judgment into new life, both national and spiritual for Israel. They will blossom in the land again. Aaron’s Almond rod that budded is certainly also in view here, as the symbols the Lord uses throughout Israelite history have reference backward to find their fullness of meaning. 

Aaron’s rod stood for resurrection; life from deadness through the direct power of God upon and through men, but it stood for more than that. His rod, and that of Moses, also stood for judgment upon those who refused to follow the commands of Almighty God. Exodus 7:4-14, 8:5-19, 10:12-20. Moses rod also was used to bring deliverance through the Red Sea passage, and water from the rock in the wilderness; so it speaks of deliverance and the provision of God for life. Exodus 14:13-18, 17:5-7. 

Aaron’s almond rod was the one that budded and bore fruit overnight, amongst the twelve others, Numbers 17:1-11, as a sign that he was their High Priest, and his house were priests after him. 

Jeremiah was of the high priestly line, and so it was right that he carried a priestly symbol going back to the first High Priest of Israel. The almond rod was the sign of authority of Aaron, and a potent symbol that was meant to stop the rebellion of the people against the legitimate authority of Moses and the Aaronic priesthood. Jeremiah’s message is one of repentance from their rebellion against the commands of the Mosaic Law. Jeremiah finds himself calling the people back to the authority of the words of Moses, just as Aaron had over eight hundred years before. 

Aaron had to place himself physically between the people and danger to save them in the rebellion incident recorded in Numbers 16:41-50, and so Jeremiah would place himself under a curse from his own people in order to try to stop them falling into further disaster. He would not be able to save his people, but he would stand with the strength of Aaron, and he would be the Almond Rod for his generation. This is our call as the servants of the Lord in our own day; we are to stand for truth and righteousness, whether men will hear or not. Ezekiel 3:8-11, 17, 27.  Our love for the lost constrains us. 2 Corinthians 5:11-20.  We are not judged by “results”, but in accordance with our obedience to our call.
12  Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. 
Just as the almond tree is the “watcher” for Israel, so God will be the “watcher” over Jeremiah. There is a play on words here that is an encouragement for the prophet, reminding him that he is being kept by the power and oversight of almighty God. He has seen the truth of God, and so now he must apply it into his life and be obedient in his service with confidence that the Lord will be over all his ways. He is safe in the plan, just as Moses and Aaron were safe until the day for their death. 

Jeremiah will likely die a martyr’s death, but it will be glory to the Lord who he served throughout all his life, and he will lose nothing by that, rather he will gain eternal blessing. He will have experienced the broken heart in his life, for which he is known, but he will not be broken as some have spoken concerning him. His heart is broken as the Lord’s was for Jerusalem. Luke 19:41-44. Jeremiah feels the pain of the lost and desires their blessing through salvation and sanctification.  His heart is broken, but in service and love, and such a brokenness is true richness of spiritual character.
He grieves over Jerusalem and his lost friends and family, and he is entitled to grieve for the great losses he experiences, but he does not grieve as one without hope. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. We all may grieve over losses in life, for in this world there is sadness at times, but we do not despair, for there is an eternal perspective within the believer that defeats the distress of the lost that they rightly experience when they face their griefs. In relation to the lost, all of us are to have a broken heart as the Lord had, for it is the “mind of Christ”, the heart of the Lord, just as Jeremiah also had, and we are all told that this is to be our soul (mind and heart) also. Matthew 11:28-30, Galatians 2:20, 6:1-2, Philippians 2:5-13.

13  And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. 14  Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. 
Ezekiel will be led to expand this vision further and make it more graphic and powerful. Ezekiel 24:1ff. It is a vision of terrible judgment, and it is clear where the danger to Judah is coming from, and that the boiling cauldron is getting ready to overflow towards them and it will wipe them away as boiling water washes away all things. To be burned by touching hot metal, or scalded by boiling water is a terrible thing, but this is the picture of judgment that awaits this nation and all it’s people. They have failed to see the truth and will be washed away with the violent surge of Babylonian power. 

There is none that will save them. Long foretold, the evil will pour forth over all the rebels in the land. The Lord organized the judgment of Judah perfectly, removing the people in three stages so that there was plenty of warning and the best of the people were removed to Babylon well before the final blow fell upon the remnant of rebellious people. The warnings began with Micah and Isaiah, and they were very specific. Isaiah 39:1-8, Micah 3:9-12. God’s plan is clear and always announced well in advance for his people to respond with plenty of notice of God’s intentions. Within the plan there is always the provision of grace and deliverance for his servants, even in the midst of disaster for the rebellious. 

15  For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah. 
All the families of the nations to the north under Babylonian rule will send their battalions to besiege Jerusalem. Just last month (2005) more arrowheads were found in spoil taken from the illegal Temple Mount excavations conducted by the Moslems who control the Mount. The Moslem authorities were expanding an underground mosque there. The arrowheads were from 586 BC, from the final siege of the Babylonians, and they were of Scytho-Iranian origin, indicating that Nebuchadnezzar used Scythian and Iranian archers in his army in 586, just as he had in 612 at Nineveh. Truly all the peoples of the north were there in 586 and all shared in the booty of the fallen city. 

16  And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands. 
There is only one reason for the Lord’s judgment upon his own, and that is their persistent wickedness, with no sign of repentance, nor change of life and heart. If we persist in evil we will be removed from the plan, but the plan goes on with all who repent. With God there is forgiveness to all who ask for it. Refer to the topic of SALVATION – SIN BARRIER. 

The sin that brings judgment finally upon them is their compromise religion, and their hypocritical worship in the Temple. They pretended to worship God, yet they really just played with their worship there, for they went home and burned incense to false gods and served other gods in their family shrines. They made gods of clay, wood, bronze, silver and gold, and they worshipped them, counter to the clear orders of the Mosaic Law. We stand in the same jeopardy if we ignore the demands of God for holiness of life. 1 Corinthians 3:17, 7:34, Ephesians 1:4, 5:27, Colossians 1:22, 1 Timothy 2:8, 1 Peter 1:15-16, 4:14-19, 2 Peter 3:11, Jude 20.


17  Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. 

These two verses (Verses 17-18) are very special to me, for they are two of the verses that the Lord brought together in my daily Bible Study on the 19th of February 1976, to call me to ministry. It was the Lord’s call to me to difficult ministry, and to serve in places where there would be no monetary provision for me to live by the ministry, but that the Lord would provide all I needed by way of work and gifts to ensure I could serve. The Lord has honoured his call, just as he did with Jeremiah, and my challenge remains, just as Jeremiah’s did until his death, to keep my eyes fixed on the one who called me and not be dismayed by the faces and attitudes of those who hear me. My call brought together, Isaiah 29:13, Jeremiah 1:17-18, Ezekiel 3:3-6, Amos 7:12-16, and Matthew 15:8-9. In subsequent months the Lord encouraged me with Isaiah 50:7-9, Ezekiel 2:3-6, 3:1, 33:1-7, Jeremiah 1:6-8, Romans 8:30-34.

Jeremiah receives his “marching orders” from his commanding officer here. He is not to delay any longer, but “gird up his loins” ready for active service. In our terminology we would say, “pack your bags and move out”. Paul’s call to “put our armour on”, is the same sort of order as this. It is the call to readiness and activity not passivity. Prayer on knees ends and action begins prayerfully as the prophet advances down the path that God has for him. Ephesians 6:10-18. He is to speak all the words that the Lord has, no matter what the response of the hearers. He is not to cringe, nor pull back from obedience or he will be judged himself and become ashamed and dismayed. Ephesians 6:19-20, Colossians 4:4, Titus 2:1, 15, 1 Timothy 4:12, 6:13-16, 2 Timothy 2:1-4, 4:1-5, 1 Peter 4:11. Obedience had meant death for many under King Manasseh and it was with full acceptance of this reality that Jeremiah is to advance into service. 2 Kings 21:16. The only confidence we can have is in the Lord and his plan, for in uncertainty there is only assurance in the certain victory of the Lord’s plan in the end. Refer to the study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFIDENCE.

18  For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. 
The defences that Jeremiah will need are significant, for he will be opposing all the powerful political figures of the land, but the Lord promises him total protection from all evil. The Lord uses the strongest of language to encourage the prophet. The defenced cities will fall but he will not. He is to be made the “iron pillar”, which was the term used for the central support for a temple or house in his day, for he will by his preaching literally “hold up” the house of Judah and ensure they survive in captivity to rise again as a nation.

He will be strengthened as a wall or door was with sheets of metal fastened over them. He will be as strong as it is possible to make him and God will take responsibility to keep him safe until the moment ordained for his death. He will have some great friends and encouragers, but the great majority of the people of all classes will be against him and he is to get used to the idea of opposition, because that is the reality. 

19  And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.
There will be total opposition and it will be active, not just verbal! Jeremiah will suffer for his words and in abuse, beatings, imprisonment and finally in death, he will experience the hatred the Lord spoke of as the lot of the one who stands for truth at a time when men prefer lies. We have entered similar days and are to be strong in the Lord ourselves over these matters, for we must get used to seeing the popular churches prosper in falsehood, and be wealthy in their hypocrisy, while the sound preachers are despised and called “losers” because they do not have the wealth of the prosperity gospel organizations. We face the same evil, and we are to select our company in this matter and rejoice in the fellowship of Jeremiah and Isaiah rather than that of the sort of men who opposed them. They had great wealth and power in their day, and they foolishly believed their days would be long and prosperous, but their end was terrible. 2 Kings 25:3-7, 18-21.

As the servants of the Lord we are to be focused upon our eternal life rewards before the Lord, and so see past the things of this day. Even if there is total opposition to the words we have to speak, we are to rejoice in the Lord and focus on our service in truth and love; love for both the lost who insult and abuse us, and love for our Lord who they abused and insulted before us. Refer to the study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL LIFE. Our hope is built in heaven and our certainties there, seized by faith now, are to stabilize our minds through the pressures of time that we may be called to walk through. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. OPPOSITION TO TRUTH IS THE NORM. We are directed to face the truth about the state of unsaved mankind, and see that they are lost and rebellious, and that unless they open themselves to the Holy Spirit they will remain lost and be filled with hatred towards us, who disturb their sleep with the demands of the God they prefer to ignore. 

2. SELECT YOUR COMPANY. We either stand with Jeremiah and the like or with those who prospered temporarily against him. Those who hate God and his truth may prosper greatly down here, with the status, power and wealth that we are brought up to admire and seek. We are challenged daily by the wealth of those who mock the truths of God and can easily be side tracked by the opinions of those who oppose God. Do not be tempted by their wealth in life, see rather their poverty in death, and their eternal judgment afterwards. What does it matter if we prosper here and yet lose eternally? Matthew 16:24-28.

3. WE ARE TO BE RODS OF LIFE, BEAUTY AND STRENGTH. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is to be our strength and testimony to the transforming power of the living God within us. We are to stand as examples of what the Lord can do through weak people when given over to the Holy Spirit. The rod was the potent symbol of strength, power, authority, fruitfulness, resurrection, judgment, and comfort. We are to be all these things to the people of our land. We are the Lord’s ambassadors and are responsible to stand for his truth in all the beauty of holiness. We are also to stand with the strength of Aaron.

4.  WE ARE KEPT IN OUR PLACE OF SERVICE. Security is assured in Christ Jesus as we walk in the plan. Outside the plan of God there is nothing but insecurity, but within it we will live and serve and meet our maker in the end with joy and eternal reward.

5. JUDGMENT IS ALWAYS AFTER GRACE AND MERCY. The people of Jeremiah’s day suffered and died because of persistent rebellion against the clear commands of the Mosaic Law and the rejection of all the prophetic voices. A person must work very hard to get themselves outside the mercy and love of God, and all they need to do is cast themselves on the mercy of God to be saved. God is gracious and judgment falls only on those who desire anything other than God’s love and mercy. We are not to be embarrassed about the doctrine of hell, for unsaved man must work very hard to get there; they must persistently resist the Holy Spirit, right to the moment of their death.

6. OUR MARCHING ORDERS are very clear; we are to be prepared, active, prayerful and focused upon our commander in chief. It is his responsibility to protect us and lead us, and he always will ensure we have all we need to do the job he has called us to. We are defended by the Lord, his Spirit within us and the angels around about us. We cannot be more secure in our position in Christ and within the envelop of his will for our life. The only danger we are ever in is if we stray off the path!
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SECTION 2 - PROPHECIES BEFORE THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH - CHAPTERS 2-20.

Chapters 2- 3:5

The indictment against the kingdom of Judah – that they had rejected God’s truth.

Chapter 3:6 – 6

Their “back sliding” steadily away from the truth they had been taught.

Chapters 7 – 10

Warnings given at the Temple Gate by the Lord’s prophet.

Chapters 11 – 12

The Facts given – they have walked away from the Mosaic revelation.

Chapter 13

The Parable of the Line Girdle.

Chapter 14 – 15

The Cycles of Discipline unfold. Leviticus 26:18-26. 

Chapter 16 – 17:18
The prophet is forbidden to marry because his suffering will be so great.

Chapter 17:19-27

The message to the King in the Gate of the city.

Chapters 18-19

The sign at the Potter’s house.

Chapter 20

The cost of telling the truth – Jeremiah’s persecution.

CHAPTER TWO

JEREMIAH 2:1-8

1.  Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2  Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 3  Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD. 4  Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel: 5  Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain? 6  Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt? 7  And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination. 8  The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.

REFLECTION
1.  Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2  Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 
The prophet receives his call in the thirteenth year of King Josiah’s reign, when Josiah is twenty one and Jeremiah around a similar age, possibly two years younger. We have these two young men and the Lord speaks through the younger to warn the older. Micah, Zephaniah and Habakkuk may have still been alive and preaching, but it this younger man who will carry the prophetic torch through the terrible years after the young King’s death, and so his words begin as a warning to the King and people to return to the Lord who spoke to them through Moses. 

Young men tend to look forward, but this young man looks backwards to the freshness of the love of the people then for the Lord and the Law and calls them back to their first love.  He speaks before the days when his father found the complete books of Moses in the Temple, but he had clearly read the copies of some of the books of the Law at least, for he appeals to their content to call the people back to the faith of their fathers.

In 2 Chronicles 34 we read the back ground to this chapter. In verse three we read that at age sixteen Josiah begins to really seek after the Lord, and by age twenty he began to purge the land of the idols that his father had allowed to be worshipped throughout the kingdom. He did not spare the lives of the Baal worshippers and broke their altars and scattered the remnants of their gods over their graves. It appears that it took a further six years to completely destroy all the high places in the land that his father had allowed or encouraged. 

Verses 3-8. He returns to rule and set Jerusalem in order, and during the eighteenth year of his reign orders his High Priest Hilkiah to restore the Temple of Solomon to it’s former glory after nearly sixty years of neglect. Jeremiah has already told us that he begins to speak in the thirteenth year of the King’s reign, so the messages we read in this and the next chapter are given before Jeremiah’s father Hilkiah finds the complete Temple copies of the books of Moses.

 Jeremiah is preaching in the city of Jerusalem for five years before this re-discovery of the complete Law. The revival has begun from the palace, but the people still are lukewarm to the changes their King is bringing about and subsequent history indicates most preferred the old religions of Baal to their true ancestral faith. Jeremiah preaches to the people this early message to try to get them spiritually to awaken and get behind the young king’s revolution. God honours this young prophet with the message to back up the King in his revival, but the King is not looking to Jeremiah for guidance once the Law is found, he seeks the old prophetess Huldah. 2 Chronicles 34:14-25. The King will cause all the leaders of the nation to hear the words of the Mosaic Law, and we can be sure that he especially read out Deuteronomy 26ff.

Jeremiah is told five years before this event to go and cry aloud in the city, announcing the word of the Lord to the people, to prepare them for the reading of the full Law. The King has changed but the people have not and they will suffer under discipline if they persist in their worship of their old pagan household gods. Jeremiah carries the warning of the Lord to them, but the warning is, at this time, a soft and loving appeal to return to the one who loves them. The message is the message of an old love who still sees his beloved as the young lover she once was. 

It is a lovely reminder to this rebellious people that the Lord still loves them. They have forgotten him but he has not forgotten them, nor has he forgotten their promises of ever lasting love and worship. The Lord is, like all lovers, a jealous lover; he will share the one he loves with no-one. Exodus 20:5. The central issue is that they have violated the Ten Commandments, and at the core of the Ten Commandments is this concept of the love of God for them, as a husband for his wife, and the at the core of marital love is always, loving care for the other, fidelity and responsibility.

The Lord makes clear that he holds this generation to the oath taken by their fore fathers. Exodus 19:3-8.  They are to continue their love and service in truth and turn away from the false and evil things they have been enticed into. They are a special people, formed by grace, and they will not be left to their own devices. The words of the Lord through the prophet remind them of four things, each of which is drawn from the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy. 

As these words are spoken five years before the Royal Copies of the Law are found, we can deduce that Jeremiah had access, through his father, to enough portions of these books, to be able to allude to them in his words, and so prepare the people for the full message of the Law.  This tells us that Hilkiah had his own copies of selected passages at least.
1. 
The “kindness of their youth”. The term used was “loving kindness”, or in past days, “the mother’s milk” of tender loving care. They had this tender loving towards the one who led them from Egyptian bondage, yet they walked away from him to the idols of Egypt from which he had delivered them.

2. 
The “love of their espousals”. They had made the promise to God to be “the bride” of the Lord most high. God had married this nation, and their special status meant special protection, but also special judgment when they erred from the path. Deuteronomy 32:44-47. Isaiah had drawn out this analogy in his prophecies and Jeremiah builds upon this picture, for it finds it’s origin in the days of Moses. Isaiah 49:18, 61:10, 62:5, Jeremiah 2:32, 7:34, 16:9, 25:10, 33:11. 

Go back to the EBCWA commentary on Isaiah and remind yourself of the power of this picture in Isaiah’s day and then see how Jeremiah builds upon this in his own day. It is a lovely picture, but one with clear threat within it, for the penalty of adultery was death, and they have committed adultery with pagan gods! There is grace and mercy offered, but if the bride continues to commit adultery there will be execution. Exodus 34:5-10, Deuteronomy 4:1-9, 14-24, 27-31, 5:1-11, 28-33, 6:1-9, 7:6-11, 25-26, 9:4-24.

3. 
They “went after”, or followed the servant of the Lord in the desert. As they followed Moses so they prospered, and as they rebelled against him, so they were punished. The words of the Lord through his prophet remind them that nothing has changed from his side. He blesses their obedience and judges their disobedience.  From this primal truth they must select the kind of life that they will have. Deuteronomy 32.

4. 
The desert lands they were led through had never been ploughed and did not bear any food, they had to be supernaturally provided for; and they were by the grace and mercy of God. God’s Word is clear to them, and to us now in our desert places that he who leads will provide for us in the places he leads us through. This world is not our final destination, and so he leads us “through” it by his path, to heaven. Deuteronomy 8:1-6, 33:27-29.

3  Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD.

As we have seen from the Deuteronomy passages above, the nation was to be a light to the world, a holy nation for the Lord, with a priestly function in the sight of all the pagan nations, a witness to the world of God’s righteousness, holiness, mercy and grace. Exodus 28:36, Leviticus 22:10. They have failed to let their light shine with purity, but have compromised their message with idolatry. 

When we worship any other thing, other than the Lord we commit idolatry, which is spiritual adultery. They had been a nation that enjoyed the “firstfruits” of blessing from the hand of God yet they had rebelled and gone after other gods. They had violated the clear instructions of the Lord, and treated his blessings to them as if they were nothing. Such insulting behaviours towards the one who loved them would have clearly foretold consequences. Deuteronomy 32:21, Romans 10:19-21, 11:23-27, James 1:16-25. 

The word “offend” here refers to any offence against the Law of Moses; any action that hinders the light of the ceremonial being seen in it’s intended purity. Leviticus 5:5, 19, Numbers 5:7. To hinder the light shining is to rob people of truth, and that is what these people by their evil actions have done. They have hindered their ministry and stopped the light of God’s truth being seen by other nations. Instead of witnessing to the Lord they have hidden the truth from the pagan nations there were meant to evangelize. Such a complete withdrawal from their intended purpose upon the earth places them in the judgment area, for they have proved themselves “no earthly use”. 
At that point we are in danger of the sin unto death! Refer to the two studies, CHRISTIAN LIFE – DISCIPLINE, and, SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH. They are guilty as a nation, but those who devour the nation will also be judged. God will deal justly and finally with the sinners of Israel, and with the evil powers that take delight in the nation’s destruction. Evil will always come upon the people who have dealt badly with Israel.  This is a “law of God” and operates until the end of time.
4  Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel: 

The call of the Lord is always the same towards his people; he calls them to hear his loving words of warning that they might escape the terrible things to come. They do not need to suffer as they will in the days to come. All that is required to turn things around is that they hear the Lord’s Word and they will live and prosper. God is longsuffering towards us all, not willing to punish us unless we leave him without any gracious option, and he only moves there after exhausting all possibilities of blessing us first. We are also called to practise long suffering towards our own brethren in the faith. Exodus 34:6, Numbers 14:18, Psalms 86:15, Romans 2:4, 2 Corinthians 6:6, Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 4:2, Colossians 1:11, 3:12, 2 Timothy 3:10, 4:2, 1 Peter 3:20, 2 Peter 3:9-15.

Notice that the Lord calls to all the people of Judah and Israel. As we saw in our study of Isaiah, there are no “lost ten tribes”, for the remnants of all the tribes escaped the Assyrian captivity and were together now in the South. But it is not only these people who the prophet, or the Lord has in mind; it is all the people in the far north in lands of captivity, for they also will hear this word and finally they will all have the opportunity under the Persian period to return to the land. There is also the double reference here to the same man; for Jacob is called Israel. He leaves off being the “surplanter” and becomes the “prince of God”. They have been all acting like Jacob, and the word of the Lord reminds them that are meant to be Israel, and act as princes of God, not rebels against him. Refer to the two studies, ISRAEL – JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL, and also JACOB – THE PATRIARCH. 

5  Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain? 
The Lord directly asks them what his sin is as their God. What is the wrong that they have found in God the Lord? Have their fathers passed on to them reasons for their rejection of biblical truth and their following after the pagan gods? What have the pagan gods of their oppressor nations ever done for them? There is serious question here, designed to confront them with the illogicality of their decision making, but also a certain amount of sarcasm. There is no reason to pass away truth for error. Jeremiah will underline this point in his question in verse thirteen. 

6  Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt? 
Why have these people not faced the great reality of their deliverance from the greatest slavery ever known, and the deliverance through the great Arabian Desert? What makes people ignore reality and follow after falsehood? Why do people resist the words of the Lord and distract themselves with fake views and things that do not last? This is the toughest question to get an intelligent answer to for there do not appear to be any sensible answers. Most people when cornered on this issue will tell you that they simply want to live their own lives without being told what to do! They do not want God telling them what to do! They do not consider his right to give us direction as our creator! 

The reason is pride; it is the arrogance of man that led to sin in the first place, and leads all who do not confront it to the pit of hell. The deliverance from Egypt was so dramatic that one would have thought that people would recall such things, yet pause an reflect upon your own nation’s recent history, just back to World War II, and ask if the people, even the educated ones, really understand the lessons from that recent time, let alone those of eight hundred years ago. All the risks to life are enumerated in this verse, yet all were forgotten within a generation, because the people did not keep on reminding their children of these things. Psalms 78:1ff.

7  And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination. 
There were multiple deliverances, and they were all of grace, for the people rebelled at every turn Moses took them through. Even after Moses’ death, when under Joshua they entered the land and settled there they quickly fell away from correct worship at the tabernacle and worshipped the pagan gods of the nations amongst whom they had settled. The book of Judges records one evil sin and degeneracy after another (Judges 17-21), so quickly did the people fall into practises even worse than their pagan neighbours at times. 

The fruit of their old sinful natures was what was seen to all who looked in and they failed to live up to their light bearer destiny. For this reason they are ready for judgment. Galatians 5:16-21. Jesus words come back to our mind here. Matthew 7:13-27. The foolish man is the man deceived by false religions and who builds his life upon the false and weak foundations of paganism and materialism. Such a person may build a mansion and appear to be very wealthy and powerful, but only until the “flood comes” and sweeps all his goods away. Luke 12:16-21. 

8  The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.
Jeremiah is from the family of the priests and he must have found it hard to say this, although he knew it to be true. The priesthood had failed in its solemn duty before God. They had not called to the people to look upwards and find their God, rather they had turned away while the people went after idols. Men served in the priesthood as a job and did not even know God! Matthew 7:23. 

The people who had pastoral responsibilities towards the people of God went against the standards of the Lord and the prophetic voice was lost to the enemy, and men prophesied by the evil powers of the Baal religion. They traded in things that had no spiritual value and led the people astray to practises that did not spiritually build them up, but rather tranquilized them from the truth and opened them to even greater error. 

Elijah had stood against such things in the Northern Kingdom, 1 Kings 18, but it had infected the south as well, with more serving the enemy of God than the Lord himself. The days of patience and grace were shortening now and judgment would fall soon. The justice of the Lord’s complaint against them and the logic of his words is the first phase of the warning to the people. They are being left without excuse in their rebellion, and once the Law was rediscovered they are confronted directly with the earlier historic words of warning that they need to heed. The prophet backs the written word and the written word explains the prophet; which is how things are when God speaks through a prophet. 1 Corinthians 14:32.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. AGE IS NO BARRIER TO SERVICE – DISOBEDIENCE ALONE IS. Jeremiah is a young man, but his obedience to the call of the Lord over his life lifts him up in usefulness, just as the disobedience of the rest of his nation render them useless to the Lord. He is called as the man he is, and this is the way God uses us, as the people we are, in the age and stage of life we find ourselves in. Whether old or young, if you are alive, then the Lord has a task for you still to complete. 

2. JOSIAH WAS SYSTEMATIC IN HIS DEALING WITH EVIL. The enemy is systematic in his deception of fallen men and women and we must be equally systematic in our dealing with the sins that have eliminated their usefulness. The king worked around the land over a period of six years targeting each area and eliminating all the pagan sites in each. In our life we are called to do this personally and take the years needed to defeat all the strongholds of evil in our souls. 

3. REVIVAL BEGINS WITH HONOUR TO THE WORD OF GOD. Jeremiah recalls the people to the Law of Moses five years before the full books are rediscovered in the Temple. The priests and people did know of the Law and knew enough to be obedient to the things they knew, but they chose to ignore the Word and do their own thing. Our role is to lift up the living Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit.

4. GOD IS GRACIOUS AND LOVING. The Lord’s appeal is the appeal of love, and he only moves to threat of judgment when love is rejected, abused and insulted by idolatry/adultery with the pagan gods. The Lord is never quick to judge us, he is slow to anger and gracious. Let us live in his grace and love and not tempt him to judge us for sins we ought to have confessed and forsaken many years ago.

5. TO FORGET THE CHARACTER AND ACTS OF GOD IS TO WALK INTO DANGER. The people forgot what God had done, and so they placed themselves in danger of judgment and destruction. When pastors forget the actions and character of the God of history who they are to represent to the people then great evil is allowed to grow within the nation or church. We are heralds of the King of Kings, and as such have the solemn responsibility before him, to tell the truth to all who will hear that no man might have any excuse for rebellion. 

JEREMIAH 2:9-17

9.  Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children's children will I plead. 10  For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing. 11  Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit. 12  Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD. 13  For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 14  Is Israel a servant? is he a home born slave? why is he spoiled? 15  The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant. 16  Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head. 17  Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way?”

REFLECTION
No nation at any time had ever given up it’s gods, except after being totally conquered by an enemy and then they were forced to take on the gods of their rulers. The Lord argues with the people through the prophet and asks them to consider their behaviours and ask themselves whether there is any nation that has behaved as foolishly as they have.

9.  Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children's children will I plead. 
God does not give up on his people, but will plead with them, and the word used for plead here is the court related word, associated with the presentation of strong evidence to challenge the facts of the case before the court. God will work as hard as the best lawyer to bring forward the facts required to secure the right decisions are made. The Lord will yet plead with them for three generations until they repent and are restored to spiritual power and purpose. 

It will be forty years from this year 626, until the Temple and City of Jerusalem are destroyed, 586, and until that time the Lord will plead with his people to repent and be obedient to his righteous demands upon them. This is one biblical generation during which Jeremiah will minister, from age twenty to age sixty at the end of the city’s life. However the promise of the Lord is that not only will he plead through this generation but into the next ones. The grand children of the people who hear Jeremiah will also be warned and pleaded with to repent, and they will, and they will be the people who return from Babylonian captivity. Refer to the topic of CHRISTIAN LIFE – REPENTANCE.

10  For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing. 11  Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit. 

God challenges his people to travel abroad, beyond Cyprus in the West, and even beyond the Ishmaelite lands of Kedar in the East. He challenges them to find any people anywhere who have left their own gods and have served others; and the gods of the nations are all “nothings” and never did anything for their people anyway. No pagan nation has been this stupid, even though they have worshipped gods that gave them nothing, but Israel has been stupid enough to pass away glory for emptiness. They had a glorious faith and a mighty God and they have passed all this over in exchange for gods that are fakes and nothings. They have left holiness for evil and sin. They have the one who could protect them for gods who delight in their pain and distress. Paganism delivers nothing but despair. Refer to the studies on PAGAN TRADITIONS, and also RELIGION. There is no profit in paganism, for it promises pleasure but produces despair and regret; it promises relaxation and produces addiction to what can never satisfy.

12  Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD. 
The very creation is called to record the astonishment of the creator that his people have done such things. It is beyond belief that they could have been so stupid. The offence is towards the creator of the universe; the very God who made them all, and yet they have treated him as if he has no right to tell them anything. The whole creation is warned of the consequences of the actions of the rebels; that it needs to shudder with holy terror at the evils done and the sure judgment that will fall upon those who have so insulted their creator. It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God who you have insulted. Man ignores truth when he ignores the reality of righteous judgment. To insult the creator is one day to face him and confront the reality of his wrath towards those who have insulted his provisions of grace and love. Luke 20:9-18, Hebrews 10:26-31.

13  For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 
Two evils have been committed here; firstly they have left the true fountain of living waters, and then secondly they have made themselves stagnant pools of sinful religion, and broken cisterns that cannot even hold water. At best they have exchanged pure water for stagnant, but in reality the cisterns they have made for themselves cannot even hold the water they have. They have had the best God offered to any men and they have walked away from it to polluted ponds. Psalms 36:7-12, Jeremiah 17:13-18, John 7:37-39, Revelation 21:6. Refer to the topical study of WATER – WATER OF LIFE. 

As Moses brought, under the guidance of the Lord God, water from the rock, just so God is able to bring them blessing in tough places, and refreshment in all the paces where they thirst and are hungry. Exodus 17:6-7.  God provides. Refer to the topical study, REFRESHMENT. The Lord refreshes our soul in the way he has chosen for us through the wilderness of this world, and he does this so that we might be a refreshment to others.

14  Is Israel a servant? Is he a home born slave? Why is he spoiled? 
Israel means “prince of God”, yet the nation has acted as a slave, even as the lowest of the orders of slavery. God asks them directly through the prophet; ‘are you really slaves, house hold servants, or are you the princes of God that your name implies?’ Our behaviour demonstrates whose family we truly are a member of. The prodigal son may live with the pigs for a time, but he will eventually come to his senses for he is not a pig. Beware the man who is happy in the life of a pig or a pagan, for he is one! Matthew 7:12-20, Luke 15:17-32, James 1:22-27, 2:14-26.

15  The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant. 
Verse 14 ended with the question, ‘why has he become a spoil to the conquerors?’ This is a question that needs no separate answer, for the judgment of the Lord is upon them. The young lions are the Babylonian soldiers, whose standard was the lion, and they will certainly fall upon the land of Israel, and the prophet foretells the complete destruction of the pleasant land. 

All they have lusted after has been gambled away in their paganism and there will be nothing left but burned cities and desolate land, where once were pleasant farms and children playing under the grape vines. All are gone, and the only sound is the wind through the broken houses of the people, who are either dead and unburied within them, or far away in captivity in Babylon. Jeremiah’s burden was to see in advance the great suffering that his people would know through their disobedience, and have the job to plead with them to repent, yet know they would not. Ezekiel 2:5-7, 3:11, 2 Timothy 4:1-5. His job, like ours, is to be true to the Word of God though all oppose us.

16  Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head. 
The people of Israel were trying to fight the threat from the northern countries by alliance with Egypt, and Jeremiah sets himself firmly against such things from the very beginning of his ministry, for the Lord has told them not to “go down to Egypt” for help, for all that such alliances will bring is disaster. The Egyptian armies will simply make them bald – disgrace them. As the birds of prey pick the brains out of the heads of the fallen, so the horrible picture here is of Egyptian power feasting off the heads of the fallen nation of Israel. There is no security outside the protection of the Lord their God, and they need no other protection. All they need to do is trust and obey their Lord and God. Isaiah had warned of the same things one hundred years before. Isaiah 19.

17  Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way?
They have purchased this fate by their actions. Every action has a consequence, and their rebellion against the Lord their God has the consequence of disaster for them, for they are left with the results of their evil choices. God had a path through the wilderness for them to walk, but by walking off that path with God, they have entered into a path of cursing and disaster. The further away from the will of the Lord we are the closer we are to disaster and more firmly we are in distress. Away from the creator and sustainer’s hand there is only despair and regrets; with his will there is hope, purpose and blessing.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD’S GRACIOUS OFFER HAS A “LIMITED TIME” TO RUN. We are tasked to remind all people that the Lord does not offer salvation forever; the limit is each person’s end of life point, and if they have not accepted his rulership over their life by then, they must face judgment. We have a duty to tell the full truth and this is the full and serious truth for all the unsaved people of earth to hear. Judgment is a very real possibility for all who persist in bad behaviours.

2. ARE WE ACTING AS THE ROYALTY WE HAVE BECOME IN CHRIST JESUS? In Christ we have become members of the Royal Family of God, and that means we are to behave as is right for those who serve the Lord as princes and princesses. We are not to act as slaves, but as the Lord’s freed men and women, with dignity as is befitting the royalty we have become. No Christian should ever disgrace their Lord by their behaviour.
JEREMIAH 2:18-25

18.  And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river? 19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts. 20  For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot. 21  Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me? 22  For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD. 23  How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways; 24  A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can turn her away? all they that seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her. 25  Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go.”

REFLECTION
Why will these people go into places and countries not their own? Why will they drink the waters of rivers not their own? They will go there because they did not know their God and take his words seriously. They have made all this misery for themselves, and even as Jeremiah warns them they still have forty years of grace to respond in truth.

18.  And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river? 19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts. 
Sadly they will not be corrected by the words of the prophet, but they will be by the experiences of judgment that they feel and see. There own wickedness will correct them. I see this every week in my clinic with evil, and still unsaved men, weeping for their sexual sins, for they now see that all the sexual pleasures they took from many women have simply made them more miserable and lost within. Their own wickedness has been the very means for their misery and discipline from the creator who did not make us for immorality, but for holiness to serve him alone. Their “backsliding” will correct them, because the further away they are from the standards of God the more in danger and distress they will find themselves. 

Their backsliding is apostacy and rebellion and they will suffer and die in the same time frame as the Exodus Generation. They will have forty years until the Babylonians will come and either kill them all or carry them away. Numbers 14:1-5, 8-10, 18-29, 39-45, 2 Chronicles 36:11ff. Their rebellion is both evil and bitter. This is the sad warning that they will experience great bitterness because of their rebellion against their God. To stop fearing the Lord is to know real fear of everything; for without the fear of the Lord there is no safety and there is no blessing, only the certainty of judgment and the fear of death that takes away all that sin has brought you. Job 27:12-22, Luke 12:16-20.  

20  For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot. 
The Lord had broken the yoke of slavery for the Israelites in Egypt and freed them to serve him in the wilderness and finally in the promised land. Even though their deliverance was dramatic and complete, yet they resolutely rebelled and said that they were not transgressing the laws of God; they lied about their sins to the one who sees all! They said they were innocent of evil yet upon every hill they followed the pagan deities and celebrated their sexual sins there. 

Pagan worship was held upon the high hills, where circles of stones or trees marked out a “sacred place” where sexual and other rituals were held to honour the pagan god. The groves in pleasant valleys were also places of pagan nature worship which involved sexual immorality always. Sexual pleasure made these religions very popular, and the people felt that they could “get away with” their sins and God wouldn’t notice. 

They literally and figuratively “played the harlot”, committing idolatry from the one true God and “husband” of the nation, but also they “lay down” to have sex with the priests and priestesses and other worshippers as a part of this pagan worship, and in their pleasures forgot the call to holiness that the Lord had given them. Romans 1:18-32, 1 Corinthians 3:17, Ephesians 1:4, Colossians 1:22, 1 Timothy 2:8, Jude 20, Revelation 4:8.

21  Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me? 
God had planted them as his vine, and the seed was right, but they have not borne good fruit as they were meant to, instead they have borne the fruit of unrighteousness and stand in danger of removal from the vine, or olive tree. John 15:4-6, 16, Romans  11:11-24. They have become a strange vine to the Lord, a vine that produces sour fruit. They can change this output by their attitude towards their maker changing. Isaiah 5:1-7, Matthew 13:18-30, 21:33-41.

22  For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD. 
Even if they use the best the fuller has to offer, with chemicals and with soap they will not wash themselves clean from this evil they have done, for only God can cleanse them from this evil. Job 9:30-35, Psalms 51:2-7, Isaiah 1:16, Jeremiah 4:14, Revelation 1:5. Nothing can cleanse them except the work of redemption by God, and that is provided in grace, but they have to date rejected it.

23  How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways; 
The problem is they are blinded to the reality of their own sin. 2 Corinthians 3:14, 4:4. They do not see the evil they have done and they minimize the impact of their sins on others. They deny the charges against them, yet they have been seen heading down lustfully into the valleys to worship their pagan gods there. 

They claim that they haven’t worshipped the “Baalim” but they are just playing with words, for they call their “gods” by new names to try to cover their sins. They have been like hungry camels heading into the green valleys to eat their full. Lust has driven them and blinded them from the evil they have done. See your sins for what they are, the prophet urges, and deal with them honestly before the Lord, while there is still time. Hebrews 3:7-15, 4:7.

24  A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can turn her away? all they that seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her. 
They have acted like a wild ass in heat. The sexual imagery is appropriate here, for they have all followed after their sexual lusts and have not left any stone unturned to satisfy their evil desires. They are out of control and will not be stopped from their desires, just as the ass cannot be stopped from it’s sexual desires once it smells the female in heat. The smell of the wild ass is also unmistakable and so it is with them; they stand out as sinners and cannot hide the reality of their actions. 

25  Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go.
They have been given good advice but have chosen to ignore it. They have firstly been told not to be “unshod”. The image here is of the wild horse, or the horse which has cast off it’s iron horse shoes. Shoes keep the horse from harm on rough ground, and while there may be the freedom without them horses can become quite lame if they go without horse shoes for any time period. What looks like freedom from restrictions may be alright for a short time but the consequences may be disastrous longer term. 

They have not been prepared to go without for any time, but if thirsty they have drunk what they wished. They have avoided the training that hardship provides and always slaked their thirst quickly on the drinks of the pagans. They have become addicted to the wine and beer of the pagans and cannot and will not now go without. They have become weak through this and open to further evils. Fasting was regularly practised by the Israelites and the early church. 
It was not so much a spiritual exercise, except for the hypocrites, but was more a self denial and training in self control, whereby legitimate desires were held in check for greater ends in prayer. These people will not go without anything for prayer’s sake! They are clear, there is no chance/hope that they will do what the prophet asks, for they have made their decision and it is to chase their lovers and have sex where they can and as often as they can. They have chosen pleasure as their god and they are determined to serve it.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. “HOIST BY HIS OWN PETARD”, or “GIVE HIM ENOUGH ROPE AND HE WILL HANG HIMSELF”. These are the sayings that are still used around the world to reflect the principles of verses 18-19. They reflect the truth that men have a tendency to destroy themselves when left to their own devices without the regulation of God’s perfect Law. Like the second law of thermodynamics, (all things tend towards decay), they recognize that unless we stabilize ourselves in absolute values we run down hill fast! 

Sin carries within it a principle of decay and destruction. The sinner never gets away with their sin, for it’s consequences eat away at them within and slowly but systematically destroy them. Our responsibility as the Lord’s witnesses, his ambassadors, is to speak clearly about the divine laws that govern this world and warn men and women of the natural consequences of their rebellion.

2. SIN BRINGS BITTERNESS. Preaching on sin does not mention enough the great bitterness that is the final result of being caught out in your sin and evil. The people of Jeremiah’s day were caught by the Babylonians in their sin and paid a terrible price for it. We must warn the lost of the terrible things they will suffer for their sin, so that if nothing else, we will leave them without excuse and ability to blame others.

3. HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD. Sexual sin appears to be Satan’s main tool in this day of Jeremiah’s as in our own day; then through pagan worship, today through television and other entertainment media. The self rewarding nature of sexual sin makes it very addictive, and deceives the sinner into avoiding consideration of the consequences of their actions. We can and we must warn; we must tell the truth, even though none wish to hear us. We must leave our generation without excuse before the throne of God.

4. PROFITABLE PRODUCTION IS EXPECTED. The Lord expects us to be fruitful in our lives, and like all business owners, if the investment does not return the dividend, then they remove it and place it elsewhere. I recall standing with a well known wine maker discussing a certain block of grapes. He said to me, “I will be giving that block another two years to come up to full expected production, but if they don’t, then I’ll get my chain saw out”. His words, as an unbeliever, echoed John 15:6. The church of God must be warned more frequently that we are not here to relax in a holiday camp, for he has left us here after salvation to serve him, and bear spiritual fruit.

5. SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS IS THE ISSUE WITH THE UNSAVED. Only the ministry of the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, righteousness and judgment, John 16:8-11, can break through the blindness that is upon the lost. Evangelism without prayer for the work of the Holy Spirit is powerless and futile, for it is the Holy Spirit who leads men to salvation, we simply are called to proclaim the truth to them. Refer to the study of HOLY SPIRIT – EFFECTIVE CALLING, and also, HOLY SPIRIT - MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. Application of the ministries of the Holy Spirit are essential for power in the church’ activities.

JEREMIAH 2:26-32

26.  As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets. 27  Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and save us. 28  But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah. 29  Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the LORD. 30  In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion. 31  O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee? 32  Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.”

REFLECTION
26.  As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets. 
The thief, when caught, is embarrassed, and shamed, but not necessarily repentant. Many commentators run off with their liberal enthusiasm for the underdog and forget that they are still dogs! Most thieves when caught are sorry, but they are not sorry for their crimes which they have enjoyed the fruit of, they are sorry that they are caught! Be careful in your reading here, for Jeremiah is speaking with more intelligence and perception than most of his commentators! Shame is useful only if it translates into repentance and life change; without life change all the embarrassment in the world is simply empty.  James 2:12-26.
There is some good news in verse 27, but it is too late for the saving of the nation before it’s destruction, and the Lord will not hear their prayer. When God does not hear us, there is only one reason; that we truly love sin and evil more than him. They want God to save them, but so that they can return to their pleasant activities in their eclectic religion of pleasure. Psalms 66:18, Isaiah 1:15, 59:1-2, Jeremiah 5:25, Joel 2:12-13, Habakkuk 1:13. Acts 8:20-24. God is not fooled by them and their phoney repentance. Only reality saves, pretence delivers us into more distress and judgment.

27  Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and save us. 
The stupidity of idolatry is that the worshippers had to say the “liturgies” recorded here. The modern pagan worship of “the earth mother” is simply a derivative of this ancient paganism.  It is stupidity in the extreme to look at a piece of wood you, or a friend or tradesman has carved and say, “you are my mother”. How dumb can you get? Yet even today people pray goofy prayers to the “earth mother”, or the liberals, “god – however you understand her”. 

These people, like those today who teach the same lies, all turn their heads away from the preacher of God and whisper to others about the “narrow minded” believers. This is the meaning of “turned their back”. It means to turn the back of the neck, because the focus of the person is elsewhere, even though their body may still be faced to the front. We see this even in church itself, with people speaking to their neighbours, texting friends, and reading books, and even speaking on cell phones. 

Let such people today be really scared to come under the provisions of this verse, for it makes clear, that when they in their distress call out hypocritically to God for deliverance, then they will be left with the consequences of their rejection of the holiness of the Lord, and will have to face the natural results of their sinful lives. There is no deliverance to those who are not honest with God.

The people of Jeremiah’s day and our own need to hear the warning here, that they will be asked to pay in full the price of their sinfulness and the penalty that is required for ignoring the God of heaven. We must all give account of our lives here to the Lord who paid for our minutes here with his blood. The Lord particularly reminds us that our careless words and wasted moments are held against us in the Day of Judgment; we have lost eternal rewards because of our slackness in these things. Pastoral workers must especially give account of their stewardship over the flock, and are particularly singled out for mention in scripture regarding time wasting activities. Matthew 12:33-37, Romans 14:10-13, Philippians 3:8-19, Colossians 4:5, Hebrews 13:17, 1 Peter 4:1-5.  Refer to the topical study of JUDGMENT – JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST.

28  But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah. 
They have worshipped as many gods as there are cities in the nation, and yet they are all as useless as the stone and wood they are. These fake gods, the symbols of demons, cannot do anything for them against the evil powers they face. Only God can deliver, these things cannot. God asks them, through the prophet, where are their fake gods now? They cannot save them. 

Sarcastic logic is being applied here. If you have taken the gods of Babylon and the Babylonians are attacking you, and both of you are praying to the gods of Babylon, then who is more likely to get the answer? They have been fools, and believed that in the number of their religious rituals is power, but the true power is only ever in the one place; that place is where the true God of the Heavens and the earth is. Romans 1:17-32, Ephesians 4:17-24.

29  Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the LORD. 
The Lord directly asks them by what right do they approach him and ask anything of him. This is a good question and one to remind the pagans of in our own days when they come to churches and ask money and food of the Lord’s offerings. Many in churches apply the scriptures wrongly here, for we are not told to give God’s people’s offerings, given unto the Lord, to pagans who demand them. Matthew 25:34-46. 

These verses apply to believers who suffer for his name’s sake, not criminals who suffer for their own evil. The churches that give away money to criminals and fail to provide for their fellow believers in lands where persecution still occurs, these believers will be judged by the Lord for squandering the Lord’s provision on pigs. Giving money to pagans to keep them content and well fed in their paganism rarely if ever opens the door to the Gospel message. Giving money and food to unrepentant criminals simply means they are well fed and able to commit more evils!   This is not biblical!

We are tasked with the care of the saints, not ensuring that unrepentant unbelievers are more comfortable on their way to hell. Our job is to tell them the truth that they might, under the Holy Spirit’s conviction change their direction. The poor ought to be assisted, and rightly so, but welfare is a subject area where the enemy has destroyed the witness of many churches and robbed poor saints to feed criminal “aints”. Refer to the study on WELFARE.

30  In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion. 
The Lord has “smitten” the children of Judah and it has all been wasted for the people have not repented under discipline, but have sought more and more foolish religious practises. Refer to the BTB for the study CHRISTIAN LIFE – DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS. Read the commentary in the EBCWA book on 1 Peter on the section covering 1 Peter 4:14-19. If we ignore the Lord he will not leave us alone until we repent or leave this life under discipline. Refer to the BTB for the study on SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH. 

These people have had several generations of discipline going back beyond 721 BC, but they have resisted the truth and followed after sinful behaviours and evil religious practises. The day of reckoning is drawing closer as Jeremiah speaks. The greatest evil was the murder of their own prophets, like Isaiah, and the death of many other righteous people under Manasseh, and the account for that has not been paid yet. Manasseh slew the good people in the city, 2 Kings 21:10-16, and so the unrepentant ones will fall in the same places within the city when the Babylonians sweep in.

31  O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee? 
The Lord addresses this generation directly and strongly underlines his appeal to them. This is the warning that the words of Jeremiah are the last; forty years alone remain, which was one generation. Jeremiah stands where the Lord stood in Israel at a later date, for within forty years from their start date of ministry the nation would enter it’s death throes because of rejection of the last words from God. Matthew 24:32-35. God is light, but they have treated God and his words as if they are darkness. They preferred darkness to light and so they perish in their sins. John 1:1-5, 9-11, 3:19-21, 1 John 1:5. The people of Jeremiah’s day said directly to God and his men, “we are masters of our own destiny – we will not come any longer to listen to the likes of you!” They made their choice and it was the choice of evil.

32  Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.
A wedding day to a woman who loves her faithful and loving husband is the greatest day of her life and she treasures the memory of that event and any memorial associated with it all her life. Many women even when old, even desire to be buried in their wedding dresses. They rejoice in this aspect of their lives. This is the ideal of marriage, but the ideal is not often reached in adulterous days, and the people of Israel have fared no better than adulterous brides, for they have forgotten the bridegroom of Israel who loves them. They have sinned against the greatest of love. 

Many things can be forgiven, but deliberate and repeated sins against love cannot be in the end. There comes a time when divorce becomes final, and that day draws ever closer for disobedient Israel. Isaiah had begun this analogy for Israel and Jeremiah takes it up as his theme, for it expresses the great love of the Lord for his people. Isaiah 49:18, 61:10, 62:5, Jeremiah 7:34, 16:9, 25:10, 33:11, Joel 2:16. Notice the last words of this verse; “days without number”. God has stopped counting the days of their offences. God is slow to anger, and patient beyond words, but there is a limit set to this and these people are there now. Let us beware that we do not tempt God’s patience too far with our own sins. Exodus 17:2, Deuteronomy 6:16, Matthew 4:7, 22:18, Acts 5:9, Romans 15:4-5, 1 Corinthians 10:9.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. IDENTIFY THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN REPENTANCE AND “SORRY I’M CAUGHT”. God hates hypocrisy above all things, for it deceives people into hell with Bibles under their arms. God seeks truth, honesty and genuine life change, not pious talk that has no life outcomes. We must give no chance for hypocrisy to be mistaken for genuine faith; our preaching of the words of the Lord must be thorough and powerful in the Holy Spirit.

2. PAGAN STUPIDITY MUST BE MOCKED GENTLY BUT THOROUGHLY. People are moved away from evil easier if it appears foolish or “un-cool”, and it truly is un-cool to be stupid like a pagan. Let this be heard from our pulpits clearly, so that our young people identify the pagan rituals as embarrassing foolishness and so flee from even the appearance of such stupid evil.

3. GRACE HAS LIMITS SET BY GOD. The atonement is, we believe unlimited, but death ends the opportunity for unsaved man or woman to respond and receive the benefit of the blood shed for them, and if they die without receiving God’s free offer of mercy and grace, they then permanently join the one they served in life, in the lake of fire forever. Revelation 20:11-15. God honours the right of man to choose their eternal destiny. Let us make the consequences of man’s choices clear for all to see.

4. GOD WILL NOT HEAR THE FAKE PRAYERS OF THOSE WHO VALUE INIQUITY AHEAD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. We forget the Psalms passage 66:18, at ours and other’s peril. The Lord will not be mocked by the hypocrisy of men who ask for help yet cling to their paganism in their hearts. God does not hear the prayers of the fakes, for they are wolves, not sheep and their destiny will reveal their true status. Let us not speak the soft words of liberalism, as if everyone’s prayers are heard, for they are not. God demands we repent, and if we do not, then we are not heard! Let us tell the truth to those who are being fooled and deceived by their liberal pastors.


5. FORTY YEARS IS GIVEN FOR WARNING. God speaks to these people with a limit set at forty years. In Jesus day the same time frame operated, as it had in Exodus. The days of grace are limited to forty years, then judgment falls upon all who have stayed within evil. Jesus begun his ministry in 30 AD and Jerusalem fell in 70 AD. Jeremiah began his ministry in 626 BC, and Jerusalem fell in 586 BC. Both times on the same day! God’s hand is to be seen and learned from by us! God is not mocked in our day, any more than in these past days. Let us warn our neighbours that it is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God who you have consistently insulted and abused.

JEREMIAH 2:33 – 3:5

33  Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways. 34  Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by secret search, but upon all these. 35  Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned. 36  Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria. 37  Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them. 

3:1  They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD. 2  Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness. 3  Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed. 4  Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth? 5  Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest.”

REFLECTION

33.  Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways. 

The great danger of all ages is hypocrisy; the pretended changes in life to impress others and often for the purpose of taking advantage of them financially or sexually. God hates hypocrisy and it is this that is in view here. These people have “amended” their ways, but only enough to fool people watching them, for their heart remains unchanged and they still worship and serve the pagan gods in secret places and seek ways to entice others to follow them in their paganism. 

They change their ways only to “seek love”; they wish to make friends and have influence and acceptance. These people will do anything to “fit in” in their society, even practise religion if they think it makes them more acceptable to the group whose approval and influence they seek. Even at election time in my country pagan politicians visit churches, but you will not see them at any other time! They are fakes and their faith is as phoney as their professions of belief. Such men even teach evil men more tricks! These people are devious, but very goal directed, for they seek influence and power and go for it with the precision of a surgeon.

34  Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by secret search, but upon all these. 
They think they are so clever but the blood of their victims is still on their clothes. They are so arrogant they believe no-one will spot their plans. They are so self centred that they do not think anyone will spot their hypocrisy and evil, nor will anyone remember their past deeds. The American President Lincoln said, “You cannot fool all the people all the time”, but he was being a politician at the time, for of course you can, and history is full of examples of this.  Sadly you can fool the great majority by consistent lies, and our newspapers are full of such things daily with political scandals! 

Man may be fooled but God is not fooled and we are not to be either as his people and especially as his leaders. We are to be fruit inspectors, call evil by it’s correct name, and ensure that no evil people get leadership positions within churches. Refer to the EBCWA Manual on LEADERSHIP ON the EBCWA CD. Also study the Pastoral Epistles (Timothy, Titus and Peter), for they all deal with the vital need for honesty and integrity in Christian leadership. 

35  Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned. 
To be saved you must first recognize you stand into danger. To be saved from sin you must first recognize you are a sinner. 1 John 1:5-10. Do we make God a liar? God says we have sinned, yet men often say they have not sinned. This is great evil. Sin separates us from God and taking sin seriously is the start of setting life right before God. Those who plead their innocence in this matter prove their resistance to the Holy Spirit. Acts 7:51ff, 2 Timothy 3:1-9. Refer to the BTB to the study on SIN.

36  Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria. 37  Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them. 
They have felt that they were great politicians and were adept at playing alliances. Rather than trusting God and seeking the advice of godly prophets the politicians of Judah sought alliances with evil nations who sought their own ends. They had trusted in Assyria and paid them money but had lost their cities and their people to Sennacherib just the same. 

They now trust Egypt to protect themselves against Babylon, yet God has selected the Babylonians to win and through them his will is going to be worked out. They have not sought the will of God, but their power plays will unhinge them and destroy their nation. God has rejected their opinions and they will see that Egypt will destroy them. As it was Josiah lost his life interfering in politics by opposing an Egyptian army on it’s way to the Battle of Carchamesh. The Lord had already ordained them to lose and Josiah should have got everybody into their fortified cities and sat there. 

Josiah was not called to play hero and attack or ally himself with Egypt, rather he was to ignore them and leave them to the plan of God. He was to stay within his walls and stand for God and God’s plan.  He failed one day to hear Jeremiah!
How often have believers “taken sides” in disputes and politics, in situations when we were called to simply sit out the time, witness to the truth, and see the Lord’s hand work upon men. We are called to pray for all rulers, not plot against them, nor plan to change them! Christian involvement in politics is fraught with danger, for we are ambassadors of the court of heaven and are not to be entangled in the affairs of this world. All political involvement is to be prayer saturated.  Refer to firstly, GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – GOVERNMENT, then to the topics on NATIONS – DESTINY OF NATIONS, then to the end of the book to look at WORLD, WORLDLINESS. 

CHAPTER 3

1  They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD. 
The message continues here. The prophet quotes the Mosaic Law that identified that once a divorce had occurred and either party entered into other marital sexual relationships that a remarriage was an abomination before God, because it reflected a casual attitude towards marriage that reflected a deep and pervasive immorality. Deuteronomy 24:1-4. 

Defilement was defilement and was to be recognized as such. People were not to enter into marriage nor leave it lightly, and those who did were faced with permanent consequences for their sins. Such things had been forgotten and ignored by these people, who had replaced the absolute standards of God with relativistic standards of the pagan gods they served. Even though this nation had committed adultery spiritually many times, yet the Lord will take them back, even now, if they will only repent and return to the truth! Hosea 2:18-20, 3:3-5, 4:6-9, 14-17. 13:9-1, 14:1-9. There is still hope if they will respond to the message of truth they hear this day!  Thank God, He remains gracious.  2 Timothy 2:12-13.
2  Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness. 
They must confront the evil they have done and sit with their judgment long enough to fully and complete repent of their evil. God does not want a casual or quick apology, he wants a thorough and complete repentance that is based upon solemn reflection and decision making that is sustainable. They are to think about what they have done and fully face the awfulness of it. If we see the sinfulness of sin we can be changed, but if we keep making excuses for ourselves we will be lost or useless forever!

This may seem a bit harsh on the Arabian Arab tribes, but they were the figure in this day for the predatory tribes who were without rules of warfare, who would sweep in from the desert without warning, kill and capture and then leave. They were lawless and violent at that time and the prophet refers to Israel as being as bad as these peoples who preyed on others without any conscience for the death and destruction they caused. As the wild tribes lay in wait for prey and treated all peoples as simply prey for their pleasure, so Israel had started to treat God’s people as if they were to be used for their own pleasures. Using people as things for ones own pleasure was a sign of great evil, an indication of depravity; and so it remains today.

3  Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed. 

Nature turned against them for the Lord God was ruler of heavens and earth and economic catastrophe was one of the cycles of discipline that the Lord had said would come upon them for their disobedience. Leviticus 26:18-22, Deuteronomy 28:38-48. Drought was an early sign of trouble. As their economy failed they were supposed to look upwards and ask for assistance from God. 

They were meant to ask “why?” and look into themselves as Moses had directed, but they had forgotten the Law of Moses. Not only had they forgotten the standards of God, they were like the whore, who arrogantly refused to be ashamed of her work but set her face firmly forward and boasted of her status as a whore. In my country today the prostitutes have organized themselves in political groups and brazenly argue for their rights and speak openly of their “work”. This was the low state that Judah had got to, and we are there today! This is a shocking verse and reminds us how close we are to judgment ourselves.

4  Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth? 
The fake and pretend repentance of Josiah’s reign was simply skin deep. The people had repented after a manner of speaking but there was no genuine change. They went along with their king but the appeal of the old religions was strong and they were quickly swayed back into evil. All their “Dear Father” prayers to God were as fake and superficial as a lot of the “Dear Jesus” prayers today; full of sentiment and as deep as a puddle of stagnant water. God seeks sustainable commitment to him, not emotional enthusiasm that is not sustainable through time. The parable of the sower illustrates this principle. Matthew 13:1-23. It is the fruitful seed that is reaped with reward, the other seed dies and is lost forever.

5  Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest.
The psalmist had asked this question four hundred years before. Psalms 103:9. The answer to the question is clear; the Lord will not wait until the end of time to judge; he will act in accordance with his standards and his plans. Time is running out for these people and they are warned of this reality. They have spoken and done evil things, and they are without excuse before the Lord. They have reason to be very scared. They have reason to change their behaviours and their attitudes, and if they do not they are in deep trouble. 

Nahum, a century before had foretold of the defeat of Assyria and spoken of the character of God being expressed in judgment of the evil nation that had so brutalized his people. Nahum 1:2-3. Within fourteen years of the start of his ministry Jeremiah hears of the final destruction of Nineveh. From the peak of their power to nothing was sudden and catastrophic, for they had run their course and God had judged them; just so would it be with Judah. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. HYPOCRISY IS HATED BY THE LORD. God seeks honest confrontation with sin and evil, and genuine repentance. Anything short of this brings discipline that is severe. God is not mocked. To fail to confront truth is to suffer the consequences of evil.

2. GOD IS NOT FOOLED AS MEN ARE. People act like politicians and forget that the one who made the universe is not fooled by a piece of protoplasm like us! We need to get with the facts. The fact is we are creatures of the mighty God and we need to be obedient or face the consequences of our stupidity. Sin is ultimate stupidity.

3. GOD’S WILL ALONE IS SAFE; POLITICS NEVER IS SAFE. Josiah died playing politics and the nation, and all his reforms were swept away in a moment. We must be careful where we take our stand, and what for only the Lord’s will for us has safety and purpose; all else is simply posturing. Even if we are standing for a principle, we had better ask whether it is the one the Lord wants us to stand for at this time, or whether he has a greater task. Josiah should have been at home inside his walls, holding his army intact seeking the Lord’s face, not jumping to the conclusion that he had to defend his honour and the honour of his nation. God’s will was more important than the honour of the nation. Pharaoh’s army was on the way to defeat, and Josiah simply got in the way! Let us not get in the way of the plan of God.

4. ECONOMIC OR ENVIRONMENTAL CATASTROPHE ARE SIGNS FROM GOD OF WARNING. The Lord has control of all things and so if signs happen we need to pay attention to them. The Lord still uses the cycles of discipline as warnings of displeasure at a nation’s policies. We stand under judgment today and we need to take the passages of Leviticus and Deuteronomy seriously for history is full of examples of these cycles working out in nations history.
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THE BACKSLIDING OF JUDAH CHAPTERS 3 - 6

JEREMIAH 3:6-16

6  The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot. 7  And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8  And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. 9  And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks. 10  And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD. 11  And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah. 12.”Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever. 13  Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. 14  Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 15  And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. 16  And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.”

REFLECTION
These words, (chapters 3-6) were written in the cataclysmic year of 612 BC. Great events are unfolding to the north of Israel that will have incredible impact upon the people. Most will think that they can find comfort in Egypt, but God’s choice for the nation that will deliver and preserve them is to be their new conqueror; the nation of Babylon, at this point a technically “subject” but rebellious city state fighting Assyria. 

The Babylonian king Nabopolassar, and his son and army general Nebuchadnezzar, led the revival of the power of Babylon, freeing themselves from Assyrian rule in 626 BC, and began negotiations with the Medes, Persian, and Scythians to form a coalition of forces to defeat the power of Assyria once and for all. The city of Nineveh fell in 612 BC to the combined armies of these great powers, and while a renegade army held out in Haran for a further five years they also were defeated by the Babylonians and fell. The power balance in the Middle East shifted south, from Nineveh to Babylon, and while Egypt tried to regain control in 605 BC at the battle of Carchemish they failed.

6  The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot. 
God asks the prophet whether he has seen what the Lord himself has heard of Israel, or observed of Judah, that as a nation they have been going up to every hill and into every grove of trees where the pagan deities were worshipped and have there served foreign gods through sexual immorality. They were going up to these places continually, even after the reforms where Josiah had torn down the altars. So determined was the apostate nation to keep following their paganism that they went and worshipped in the ruins within the groves rather than serve the living God in his temple in Jerusalem. It was easier than true worship, it cost them nothing, it provided immediate sexual pleasure, and everybody was doing it, so it couldn’t be that wrong! 

This is the logic of apostacy and remains the logic of it today. The biggest challenge to the legalistic and spiritually dead churches today in the West is resurgent and militantly moral Islam. It is targeting the “isles of the sea” as the place to turn the world around. Islam is advancing with missionary zeal today and the legalistic members of dead churches, like the people of Jeremiah’s day are searching for some reality. If they do not hear the truth of the Law of the Spirit in Christ Jesus they will follow the alternatives that abound in our day. Many amongst the Arabs will respond to the truth before the end and stand with Israel, but most of mankind will not. Jesus question as to whether he would find faith upon the earth is a haunting one! Luke 18:8.  We are in days like those of Jeremiah and we will see amazing and sad things yet…
7  And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 
The nation of Israel had already gone into captivity, and the nation of Judah had nearly been destroyed in the 700s because of this great evil of idolatry, yet they had still not heard the words of the Lord, nor heeded the warning to repent and change their behaviours. God wants the prophet to be amazed and to stand silent before him, but stand powerfully before his people and urge repentance more and more urgently.  The southern peoples had seen what happened to the Northern Kingdom, yet they repeated their sins! It is incredible that history teaches us again and again that we do not learn from history!  The great battle is that of our free will.  Will we freely bow our knee to the Lord Jesus or serve lust?
8  And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. 
God has also seen the reaction to the end of the Northern Kingdom. The people of the south didn’t see it for the spiritual judgment that it was. Possibly they rejoiced at the rebels from the house of David coming to grief. The people who should have known what the end of the North meant did not proclaim the truth as clearly as they needed to, or they were rejected. The priests and prophets who were called to proclaim the truth did not; they failed in their responsibility to the Lord’s people. There was “treachery” in the decision making process to reject the Lord, for the nation owed it’s existence to the Lord and had forsaken him by stealth, pretending to Josiah that they supported reforms and secretly going still to worship the pagan gods. They have acted as prostitutes and they will pay the price for their behaviours.

9  And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks. 
They treated the whole issue of idolatry as a casual thing. They didn’t consider their sin as especially bad, and down played the evil of immorality.  It is this down grading of the seriousness of sin that was most dangerous to their national life; as if it was inconsequential, or that the “good deeds” done by individuals balanced out their evil somehow. This is the politically correct view of our day. There is a viewpoint out there that if a person is basically a good person, then God will overlook their sins and their evil practises. Even mass murderers speak as if they are good men, just caught by details of no consequence. 

The evil tyrant of Germany in World War 2, Adolf Hitler, and the similarly mad ruler of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, are both thought of as “good men” and forgivable by some. God’s verdict is very different to such foolish and evil men. All evil and all sin is held as important in God’s sight, and all must be dealt with thoroughly before the Cross of Christ. Those who do not seek the Lord’s forgiveness suffer judgment, for their actions have defiled the land and the evil cannot be left to continue or more evil will eventuate.  Do not weep for Germany or Iraq, weep for your own nation as it tolerates evil and sin.
10  And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD. 
Even though all this is clear the people of Judah had not truly turned their hearts to the Lord, but had pretended to reform and change. They had practised hypocrisy towards the God who made all things, as if they could hide their falsehood. They stand condemned, for when reality was called for they gave fake promises and lying commitments they did not intend to keep. Ezekiel 16:17-18, 43-58, Hosea 4:1-16, Habakkuk 2:19.

11  And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah. 
Judah has had far more opportunities for repentance and education in righteousness than the Northern Kingdom of Israel had; they have had a functioning Temple for this period and not as many bad kings, and they have had more teaching of the Word of God. Israel went quickly into evil and so quickly fell, yet even then they had two hundred years of grace and warning before the Lord judged them finally. Hosea 4:16, 11:6-7, Ezekiel 16:44-50. Judah has had another 100 years to repent, and has proved treacherous to truth and a dangerous place for the men and women of God. In these things both kingdoms followed the Exodus generation, and God manifested his gracious character, and continues to deal with them this way, but like the Exodus period, there is a limit set to their rebellion. Psalms 78:32-41, Isaiah 10:5-6, Ezekiel 16:51-62, Hosea 7:13-16.

12.”Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever. 
Jeremiah is told to preach these words in a northerly direction. He is to speak towards the direction that the enemy will come from, and speak fully all that the Lord directs him to say. He still speaks repentance, and pleads with the rebellious nation to return to the Lord whose appeal is still grace and mercy, but only for a time now. The days grow darker and the time shorter for their response before the judgment falls upon them all. For over a hundred years the appeal has gone out, and it has gone out with hope for their future. Isaiah 44:21-22, Hosea 6:1, 11:8-9, 14:1-3. It will continue from Babylon where Ezekiel also appeals for repentance to those left in the land still. Ezekiel 33:11, 39:25-29.

The character of God is mercy, love and justice. He will mediate his justice through his mercy, but the cost is the blood of Christ shed for us. His mercy comes at a terrible price for him, and so when we spurn and abuse the sacrifice of the cross we are in certainty of judgment. It is a serious thing to abuse, insult, or take advantage of the mercy of God. Deuteronomy 4:29-40, Psalms 86:5-15, 103:8-17, 145:8, Micah 7:18-20. Refer to the study on GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD.

13  Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. 
The problem, as we have seen before, is the same then as today, people will not face the fact of their sin. They will not confront the personally insulting nature of sin to the Lord God. All sin is personal as far as God is concerned; it is a personal insult against his holiness, and a waste of the time he has given us upon the earth to serve him. The only reason for our existence is to serve the one who placed us here. We are not here for any self centred reasons, and sin is ultimate self centeredness. 

Facing these truths frees us to serve the Lord as we were called to, and ensures there will be all the fruits of the Holy Spirit to enjoy, in this life and the one to come. If we stay in self centeredness we will get the pleasures that the Old Sin Nature and the loveliness of God’s creation can give us in time, but if we deal with our sins and live for him, then we receive so much more, and it is for time and eternity. Leviticus 26:40-45, Deuteronomy 30:1-3, 1 John 1:5-10. Instead of dealing with their sins while they were simply lust filled thoughts, these people had plunged into more and more evil actions and so had defiled the land with their actions. Amos 9:9-11.

14  Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 
Hosea had lived this message one hundred years before this date, and had acted out the pain within his own life, of the love of God for his people. Hosea 1-3, also Isaiah 54:5-10. These people have betrayed the love of God for them, for they have failed to respond to the words of God calling them to live worthily before him and to honour their position as his bride before the nations. Only a remnant of the people will be saved, for only a small number will respond to the Lord and his Word. Isaiah 1:9-20, 6:13, 10:20-22, 24:13-15, Jeremiah 31:8-10, Ezekiel 34:11-16. Fewer than 5% of the people will survive the coming war that is the natural consequence of their sins, but those who do survive will be brought through to the hill of Mount Zion and will build again the city of Jerusalem and will be blessed there in a rebuilt temple. 

15  And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. 
There will be restoration and the people who come through the great suffering of the days to come will be fed the Word of God again and their pastors will feed them the truth and care for them. Ezra and Nehemiah and the restoration prophets, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, will fulfil these words fully. They will feed the flock with knowledge and understanding. These are the first two stages of spiritual growth in the Word of God; for first there must be clear understanding of what the Word is saying, and then clear understanding of how it applies. 

The third stage of growth is wisdom, but that only occurs over time as the believers apply their understanding of the Word into daily life. Isaiah 30:18-21. The greatest of all the shepherds of Israel will be the Lord who has fed all mankind ever since, through his Word and the ministry of the Holy Spirit within each believer. Micah 5:1-4, John 10:1-11, 21:15-17, Ephesians 4:11-20, 1 Peter 5:1-4.   

16  And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.
This verse tells us that the Ark would be lost, and as a centre of worship for Israel, it would have no significance. All the so called “Raiders of the Lost Ark” today need to hear this verse. The Ark may be yet discovered, but Israel was told that it would not be part of their worship after restoration of their nationhood under Zerubbabel, and Nehemiah. The new temple would have many of the articles looted by the Babylonians restored to it, but not the Ark. We read of the ark lastly in 2 Chronicles 35:1-6, with it’s restoration under Josiah. 

The myths then begin; firstly that Pharaoh Necho stole the ark when he placed Jehoiakim king and took the Ark to Egypt and hid it there. 2 Chronicles 36:3-5. The second is that Nebuchadnezzar took the Ark, either when he came firstly against Jehoiakim, or then secondly against Jehoiachin, 2 Chronicles 36:6-10, or thirdly and finally against Zedekiah, 2 Chronicles 36:11-21. When ever the Ark disappeared from Israel, it went and none knew where it was. Given this verse, it is highly unlikely that the myth is true as is recorded in 2 Maccabees 2:4-5, that Jeremiah hid the Ark in a cave in Jerusalem. A man claimed he would reveal it on 14 August 2005, but once again all there was on that day was the shofar of mourning to remember the two falls of the Temples on that day. Let us stick to the words of the Word, rather than the speculations of modern day Indiana Jones’ explorers! The Ark isn’t needed for worship again. Hebrews 9:6-14, 10:5-10.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. SEXUAL IMMORALITY IS NOT A SMALL THING. Today, just like Jeremiah’s day, the key satanic strategy is to exploit sex, alcohol, drugs and pleasure generally as the “hook” to secure men and women into immoral lives that rob them of real joy and hope, for if despair leads them to suicide or just repeat evil, he has won in the end. Let us not down play the seriousness of sexual sins, for our media plays sex up as simple recreation, and this lie has deceived many to their deaths. Proverbs 2:16-22, 4:20-27, 5:1-10, 6:23-35.

2. GOD GIVES WARNINGS AGAIN AND AGAIN. God is just and fair and slow to judge unsaved men. Those who perish in “accidents” or warfare do not perish “suddenly” in God’s time frame, but in accordance with a plan that has allowed all the time needed for grace to have effect. None will say in the last day that they didn’t have a chance to face and accept the truth.

3. IDOLATRY IS A SERIOUS MATTER. When we worship any thing other than God we fall into danger of judgment. To spend excessive time with any object or activity is to worship it, and we must be careful of our “interests” upon this earth for the Lord desires our obedience and service in his called areas, not for us to waste time on hobbies that do not advance the kingdom’s work.

4. LET US CALL ALOUD - EVIL IS “EVIL”! It is wrong to down play the truth about sin and evil, for foolish people then do not guard themselves against it. Let us not excuse acts of evil men and women, but call their actions and them for what they are. Alcoholism and drug dependency is not “sickness” and the people to be excused, it is evil and the people involved are to be rebuked, encouraged, corrected, taught and supported as is relevant, but the results of these things betray their origin and they stem from the pit of hell! 

5. VOLITION IS THE ISSUE FOR MANKIND. How we use our free will is the issue of this creation. We are all held accountable for our actions and we will be judged for them. Let us not allow any fool to fall into hell without realizing this fact! If a person is foolish they choose to be so and must face the facts of the consequences of foolishness.

6. PROPHECY AND ARCHAEOLOGY NUTS ARE STILL “NUTS”. Do not be distracted from your task by the hopes of finding lost artefacts from the Temples. Some will be found, and some items are being found now, but they have no bearing on time frames for the Lord’s return. Relax and enjoy things like this but spend no time on them unless it is the Lord specific call upon your life!

JEREMIAH 3:17 - 25  

17. “At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart. 18  In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers. 19  But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me. 20  Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD. 21.A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God. 22  Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God. 23  Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel. 24  For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. 25  We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.”

REFLECTION
JEREMIAH 3:17 - 25  

17. At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.

The future of Jerusalem is glorious, and it will be the centre of the renewed Millennial earth. Refer to the study on PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS. The Lord’s throne will be set up at that time and he will rule from the city. Psalms 87:1-3, Isaiah 2 :2-4, 49:18-23, 60:3-9, Ezekiel 1:26, 43:7, Micah 4:1-5, Zechariah 2:11, 8:20-23. The nation of Israel in that day, and all the people of the whole earth will rejoice in the Lord and serve him in holiness. 

18  In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers. 
There is unity between the two houses of the nation, with the Northern Kingdom’s descendents reunited with their southern counterparts in a unity under the Son of David. There is unity and a bond of love then under their Messiah. This is another verse that reminds us that there are no “lost” twelve tribes of Israel. Isaiah 11:10-14, Jeremiah 50:4, Ezekiel 37:16-28. There are “twelve tribes” even unto the days of the Lord and apostles. Acts 26:7, James 1:1. We don’t have to invent foolish British Israelite nonsense to explain the ten “lost tribes”, for there are no ten lost tribes! The believing remnant escaped south as the Assyrians advanced, and then when the exiles returned from the Babylonian captivity the northern remnants of the survivors of the ten tribes from Assyrians days also returned with them if they desired to. 

19  But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me. 
It is a mighty and awesome thing to be called a son of God, for all the great saints were called the servants of God. Exodus 4:22, Joshua 1:2. Through the prophet Jeremiah, as through Isaiah one hundred years before, Israel is called into a family relationship and it is a family built upon the ground of salvation and the repentance that opens the door to it. Isaiah 63:16-19, 64:8-9. 

We are all now called the children of God, and that is amazing, and it is all possible because we are saved by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:11-13, 15:12-15, Ephesians 1:3-8, 1 John 3:1-3. The only way God can bless this nation Israel in the days of Jeremiah is after they have recognized their relationship with the Lord and set it right through confession of their sins. Only if they will deal with their sins and thereby re-open the door of fellowship can they recognize God as their father again. Refer to the study on GOD – FATHERHOOD OF GOD. 

God had led them through the wilderness by means of his servant Moses, with the intention of bringing them into a pleasant land, but their rebellion hindered their walk there. Psalms 106:13-26, Ezekiel 19:4-7. The Exodus generation fell, but their children did inherit the pleasant land, and they held it only through the grace of God, and lost control again and again through their history through disobedience. Why is it that they had not tied these facts together? They are ordered strongly, not to turn away from the Lord’s way again. Isaiah 64:1-7, Jeremiah 32:39-41.

20  Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD. 
There is a bright future but a very dark present. They have behaved so badly it would mean divorce if a wife behaved this way towards her husband. Hosea 3:1-5. They have transgressed the law of the Lord since the very beginning of their history, and it is only God’s grace that ensures they have survived. Isaiah 48:7-8, Ezekiel 16:15ff, Hosea 5:7, 6:7, Malachi 2:11. Notice also that the verse refers to them as Israel, not just Judah. Though the kingdom split into two the Lord still considered them as one people.  

21.A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God. 
The “High Places” were the scenes of their sins, but they will become the place for penitent prayers for forgiveness as they recall the evils of the past. There will be repentance and restoration through their facing their sins. There is a time when weeping for sins is needed, not for it’s emotional impact, but because it reflects a reality of awareness of the great evil that has been practised. Isaiah 17:7-14, Jeremiah 30:15-16, 31:9, 18-21, Zechariah 12:10-14.  

22  Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God. 
All man must do is respond; repent and return to fellowship with the Lord who loved them. The Lord will heal, but man must come to the physician to be healed. The Lord accepts all who come to him. Matthew 9:10-13, 11:27-30. The acknowledgement that is required is that the Lord is their own God, and they have no other. Hosea 6:1-2, 13:4, 14:1-4.

23  Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel. 
There is no hope for deliverance from the hills where paganism rules, nor is there any hope from any power other than the Lord’s mighty power, for he alone can deliver. The Lord alone is salvation for Israel. When David looked up to the hills he looked up to the Lord, not the high places of paganism. Psalms 3:8, 37:39-40, 121:1-8, Isaiah 12:2, 43:11, 45:15-17, Jeremiah 10:14-16, John 4:22.  

24  For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. 
Shame has eaten up the people as they have gone into things that were shameful and disgraceful within the pagan religions they took part in. When people get involved in evil they lose everything over time; they first lose their livelihood, then their sons and daughters. So many people weep and wail to late over their sins, for their children have followed them into evil, and though the parent has repented it is too late to stop the children from destroying themselves. I have sat with many men and women who went into sexual immorality and thought that it wouldn’t effect anyone else, and that it wasn’t anyone else’s business, yet it destroyed them.  In several cases their children entered the drug world one by one, and the parent had to face the drug influenced suicide of one of their children. It is a burden too great to bear when you face the fact that your sin has destroyed the children you loved. 

25  We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.
This is the confession of the people as they see the full impact of what they have done and the impact of it upon their children and nation. They lie down in their shame. As they lie down to sleep each night they remember lying down with the prostitutes of the pagan cults. Ezra 9:6-15. 

It is not only guilt that wraps around such people, but also mental confusion, as they are baffled at why they have done things. They face the reality of their deserved judgment. Deuteronomy 31:16-21, Nehemiah 9:32-37, Psalms 106:6-15. Prayers of confession heal the soul and often the nation. Daniel 9:1-19. We are urged to pray for our pagan rulers and our nation that we might be able to change things through the power of the Gospel. Proverbs 24:21, Romans 13:1-10, Titus 3:1-2, 1 Peter 2:13-17.   God does change things in any nation, and while we live we are to pray for Revival!
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. DELIVERANCE COMES FORM THE LORD ALONE. There is no hope in any other power for the Lord alone rules over the heavens and the earth. We are to depend upon him alone.

2. SHAME IS AVOIDED ONLY BY MORALITY. To fall into immorality is to fall into foolishness and evil that destroys peace of mind and security for man. The only place of relaxation and confidence is with the Lord, and the only peace of mind is in morality.  Immorality’s first casualty is peace of mind!
3. WEEPING IS NOT REQUIRED FOR REPENTANCE, BUT IT SOMETIMES WILL OCCUR. Emotion without reality is hypocrisy, but emotion with reality is appropriate catharsis for sins that are now fully felt. It is a good thing to really grieve over sins that have caused God grief. At times we do not feel the impact of things enough.  Sit with your sins and see them fully as God does, and then, through or in appropriate emotion, deal with them thoroughly.
4. GOD IS OUR FATHER! This is one of the greatest things about the revelation of sacred scripture, for it reveals we are beloved of a father who cares. We are not creatures in an inanimate creation, but loved members of the divine family of God. Like all families we are called to respond to our father in obedience and respect and love. This is appropriate for he loves us beyond all measure.
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CHAPTER 4

Chapter 3:6 – 25.    Their “back sliding” has moved them steadily away from the truth they had been taught.  They are now called to return to the truth and be saved from the coming catastrophe that will certainly break upon the heads of those who persist in their path of lies.
4:1-8 

1  If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove. 2  And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory. 3  For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 4  Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 5  Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities. 6  Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction. 7  The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant. 8  For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the LORD is not turned back from us.” 

REFLECTION
The question of life for us is not pleasure, wealth, or fame centred, it is volition centred. The test of this life is whether we will serve the Lord in holiness or whether we will “do our own thing” through this life. The Lord seeks our obedience and our service, and he seeks it in holiness and in total rejection of our old sinful life patterns prior to receiving him. It is a call to service that is far away from what has been called “easy believism” in the USA today. It is clear from scripture that just believing the facts about the person and work of the Lord are true, is not enough to save a person. 

The evidence is seen in James words to the church. James 2:19-20. The devils know that the Lord is God and know clearly that the miracles and resurrection occurred; there are no doubts about the facts amongst the angelic hosts, but the demons still reject him. People today can be in the same position; they know that his claims are true and that his claims over their life are correct, but they may still exercise their volition and reject him, and refuse to serve him. It is the persistent exercise of this negative volition (will) that condemns man to hell. It is the exercise of this “free will” that either destroys man’s hope or opens the door to hope and purpose.

1  If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove. 
“Return to me”, is the challenge the Lord gives to the people. The little word “if” reminds us that it is dependent on the volition, the free will, of the people being expressed. If that free will is not expressed, then there is no hope for the people, for there will be no deliverance from their sins and no restoration of their blessed position with God. Isaiah 31:6, Jeremiah 3:1, 14, 15, Hosea 7:16, 14:1, Joel 2:12. 

There is promise of return to blessing, but that promise is conditional; for they must put away from them the evil that has plagued their recent lives. They must not just confess their sins, but must actively walk away from the paths that have led to sin in the past. From the beginning this has been demanded. Genesis 35:2-3, Deuteronomy 27:15, Joshua 24:14-15, Judges 10:13-16, 1 Samuel 7:1-4, Ezekiel 11:17-20, 20 :7-8, 43:9, Hosea 2:2, Ephesians 4:22-31. 

Under Josiah the people did respond to this message and the paganism that had plagued them was pushed away, but sadly, only for a time. 2 Kings 23:10-23. The last order to the people is that they “do not remove themselves again”, or “no longer wander” from the paths of righteousness. Having been saved and delivered from so much, they were not to return to the evil that had been left behind now. The high places were destroyed, the altar restored in the Temple, but there was still not whole hearted commitment to the Lord. To save them the Lord would ensure that there were three deportations, each one taking more of the saved away, until the end. The majority of the saved remnant of the nation would be preserved, but in Babylon alone.  It was there that true revival would occur under Ezekiel’s ministry.
2  And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory. 
The first act of the genuinely saved person is to rejoice publicly in the truth, and proclaim the saving power of the one who has brought them from darkness to light. Deuteronomy 10:20-22, Isaiah 45:22-25, 48:1-2, Hosea 2:19-20, Zechariah 8:8-10. God’s plan is always for our eternal blessing, so that any pressure that comes is simply to produce more focus and attention to the Word and Will of the Lord. 

All that happens to the believer is for our blessing when taken to him. Both Israel and the Church are meant to stand as beacons in dark places, as lights to the world. We are to be blessed in order that we might be a blessing to the nations of the earth. Psalms 72:17-19, Isaiah 45:22-25, 65:16, Galatians 3:6-9. 

They bless themselves in the name of the Lord, as he is now seen as the source of all blessing, and then they glory in his name for they see that he is the author and sustainer of all things. We all glory in the Lord because he has brought glory into darkness, salvation into the realm of sin, and he has lifted us up from darkness to light. 1 Corinthians 1:31, 2 Corinthians 10:17-18, Philippians 3:3, 4:4-13.

3  For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 
Jeremiah uses the same order here used many years before by Hosea. Hosea 10:12-15. The Lord’s parable, in Matthew 7:3-23, also coming from these references and drawing on their accepted meaning, identifies the key point is the volitional (free will) decision to open the heart to the Word of God, letting it’s root go deeply into the soil of the life and bringing forth good fruit for the owner of the field. They are to plough the field of their heart, open themselves to the living Word and not allow any rocks and thorns of sin to stop the Word bursting to life within them. 

Adam had been told that the ground was cursed on account of his sin. Genesis 3:17-19. The two alternative “testimonies” of life are given in Galatians 6:19-26. We either walk with the Lord as our guide, the word as seed in our hearts, the Holy Spirit as our power and inner director, or we walk in sin and death. Let us open our hearts each day to the living Word of God. 

Let us also confront our sins and not continue to “sow our days” in the thorn patch of sins that so easily trip us up. Sin is to be resisted with all our strength and the Holy Spirit will then empower, but he awaits our volitional response before he can support us, for support can only be given to an action!

4  Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 
This order goes all the way back to Moses, and so becomes a powerful national call to repentance. Deuteronomy 10:16, 30:1-6. Ezekiel says the same thing in a slightly different way. Ezekiel 18:30-32. Paul will later draw the distinction between those who are circumcised in body but not in heart. Romans 2:28-29, Colossians 2:11. If they do not deal with the sins the Lord will come upon them with the fury of judgment, and will not stay his hand until all is completed. 

For this nation it will be their death if they fail to respond; in fact the only survivors who rejoice, will be those who are taken early into captivity, although all the captives will be confronted with the truth as they walk naked to Babylon, for then they will recall that all said by Jeremiah has come to pass. Psalms 119. Warning had been given under Moses as far back as Sinai. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28, 32:20-22. It continued to be given to the people under Isaiah and right through Jeremiah’s and Ezekiel’s day, until judgment fell upon them in the midst of their disobedience. Isaiah 30:27-28, Ezekiel 5:13, 6:11-12, 8:17-18, 16:35-38, 24:6-8. 

These are incredibly harsh words, yet they are deserved, and we need to remember that the Lord had spoken to these people for so many years before they fell. They had been warned time and time again, and they had ignored or insulted the prophets time and again. Amos 5:6, Zephaniah 2:1-3.  

5  Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities. 
If they reject the Lord they must prepare for the war that will certainly come as well as they can. They must be ready for sieges and warfare like the nation had not seen since the Assyrians one hundred years before, and the result would be worse, for all the cities would now be taken, whereas the Assyrians could not take Jerusalem. Jeremiah is trying to warn the people and so is correctly the Lord’s “Watchman” over the flock; he has done his job but the people have failed to respond so their blood is upon their own heads, not upon the watchman. Ezekiel 3:16-21, 33:1-7.

6  Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction. 
When the call comes it will need to be obeyed quickly for the armies of the enemy will move quickly to cut off people from reaching the strongholds. If there is any delay those delaying will lose their lives. They have not been urgent to receive the Word of truth, but then they will be urgent and obedient, for anything less than total obedience will lead to death. The enemy will come from the north and with them there will be great destruction in their wake. 

The Babylonians used the Scythian archers in their siege armies, for their arrow heads have been found in their thousands in and around the debris of the fallen cities of Judah. Some of these men had been at the fall of Nineveh and had ridden off with the women and clothing, but they were always hungry for more renown as conquerors of cities, and more plunder. They would show no mercy to any they did not intend to keep for themselves as slaves or wives. These cruel men would conquer the land and they would spare few. Their day would also come and their cities and lands would be ravaged by the new conqueror nation of the Persians.

7  The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant. 
The Babylonians had rebuilt their strength in the salt marsh thickets of the south of what is now Iraq, and they hid from the Assyrians there and re-emerged to defeat them and regain the city and lands of Babylon. It is a pregnant metaphor that Jeremiah uses, for when a lion emerges from hiding after a few days it is ravenous and will kill and eat anything it can catch. 

Just so the nation of the Chaldeans was ravenous for prey and they would destroy everything in Judah. The end of the Babylonian invasion would be that no-one would be left in any city of the land. The Neo-Babylonian Empire was raised up to judge and establish a new phase of world history, and they also would come under the judgment of God. Daniel 5:17-31, 7:1-4.  

8  For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the LORD is not turned back from us.
The prophets had warned that exile and judgment would be the lot of the people, and that the one item of clothing they needed ready was their sackcloth clothing, for that was what would be worn for many months of slavery that they would see because of their great sins. Isaiah 5:25, 9:12-13, 17-21, 22:4-12, 32:9-14, Ezekiel 13:6-8, Joel 2:12-13. 

The mourning will involve great howling aloud as people see their great evil and repent; too late to save their nation from destruction now, but possibly they will be able to restore their own spiritual standing before God and as slaves serve the Lord in righteousness and so see their children blessed back in the land. Hope will come only through repentance, salvation, and spiritual growth in the adversity of captivity. Out of the crucible of suffering the nation will be reborn in purity they refused beforehand. Refer to the biblical study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – SEPARATION. This is an important concept for growth, for without separation from evil the polluting impact of it will pervert the true children of God and lead them astray into falsity and wrong doing. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. IF WE DO NOT SEPARATE FROM EVIL, EVIL WILL SEPARATE US FROM BLESSING. There is a time for repentance, and if it is not found and used, then we must confront the reality of judgment and loss.

2. GOD’S HAND IS UPON HISTORY. We are not to panic about the things we read of in the papers about events in the world, for the Lord’s hand is upon all the details of this world and he is working his purposes out. The only question for us is, will we be with the Lord or against him?  Will we serve with glory or lose with screams of regret.

3. VOLITION IS THE ISSUE OF TIME! We make choices in this world and they have eternal consequences, for good or ill. We are called to serve the Lord and in his service find our purpose and meaning for this life and rewards in the next. Every day we make choices to advance down the path of the Lord, or destroy our opportunities for blessing. Time wasting is to be faced and we are to be ruthless in our selection of bona fide activities and the things that need to be eliminated from our lives. 

4. RESPONSE CAN COME TOO LATE TO SAVE OUR BLESSINGS INTACT. It is never too late to be saved, nor enter into heaven, but it can be too late to save our lives or our eternal rewards, both of which may be lost forever due to persistent disobedience. Refer to the study on TIME.

5. NATIONAL DISASTER COMES AS A JUDGMENT OF THE LORD. If God’s people are slack concerning their duty to his Word they will face judgment from him with great distress in the nation. The Lord warns and warns and then he acts, and if the people do not then get the message right and obey totally and immediately, they will suffer and die quickly! It is a dangerously foolish thing to ignore the obligations we have to obey the Word of God.  To ignore truth is to neglect hope and walk away from blessing towards certain judgment.

JEREMIAH 4:9-18

9  And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the LORD, that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of the princes; and the priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder. 10  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul. 11  At that time shall it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places in the wilderness toward the daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse,12  Even a full wind from those places shall come unto me: now also will I give sentence against them.13  Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are spoiled. 14  O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee? 15  For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount Ephraim. 16  Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far country, and give out their voice against the cities of Judah. 17  As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she hath been rebellious against me, saith the LORD. 18  Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth unto thine heart.
REFLECTION
9  And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the LORD, that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of the princes; and the priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder. 
The people who have claimed to have great wisdom will see that they have been totally wrong in that day, but it will be too late to change the outcome for them all. Jeremiah is specific as to the classes of the people who will be shocked at this time. He begins at the top, for it will be King Zedekiah (at this time simply a prince) who will lead the nation in panic. 

He escaped in the last day with his men through a hole in the outer wall and they headed for the Jordan crossing. 2 Kings 25:1-7, Psalms 102:4. The King was proud and arrogant, believing that he was able to withstand the great king and he did withstand him for upwards of two years of siege, but the walls were not strong enough to survive such an army for too long. In panic he led his small mobile “army” out but they scattered from him. The next class of people are the princes, who advised and encouraged the rebellion against the King of Babylon. They too thought they were very smart but they falsely encouraged a foolish strategy. 

The priests are mentioned next, as the ones who should have set the religious example of holiness and yet they followed the pagan ways of the people and so were not fully behind the reforms of Josiah. They therefore died as they should have, under judgment. 2 Kings 23:9, Isaiah 19:3-4, 11-16, 21:3-4, 22:3-5. The prophets were plentiful in the land, but they were all just “official prophets”, (they had the form of godliness and the title, but not the power of God). They failed to tell the truth to the people, nor did they follow the Law of God. Isaiah 29:9-10, Jeremiah 5:31, 6:13-15, 37:19, Ezekiel 13:9-17, 2 Timothy 3:5. 

There was no shortage of people in positions of authority, it was just that none were servants of the living God! Neither priest nor prophet was obedient to the Lord; religion had become form without reality, structure without power. Hypocrisy often rules in religious structures as people love position and do not see the need for spiritual power because their focus is earthly and temporal. The nation had lost it’s spiritual way and it’s leaders had led them down the path of destruction, but every level of society was involved in this self deception.

10  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul. 
Josiah had been prophesied peace and prosperity for his reign and there had certainly been peace early on and prosperity. Had God deceived his people? This was the clear concern that Jeremiah had at this time. Had he been deceived, or had God changed his mind? There was disaster coming, so how could peace be preached? The truth had been clearly proclaimed throughout the lifetime of Isaiah and then the others, and all had warned of war but promised peace if there was repentance. Isaiah had prophesied deliverance from the Assyrians and it came but the deliverance was limited. Isaiah 37:35. 

Isaiah now sees the full significance of the prophetic words he has received. God has not deceived them at all, but has made the truth clear for them all to see.  It is only at this point that the prophet sees that the people will not respond as he had hoped, and that they would suffer all the worst things that he had foreseen. It is one thing to preach judgment or hope, while you believe there is hope, but it is another thing altogether to keep on preaching once you know there is no hope for most of the people you speak to. This was Jeremiah’s call for all who heard would be judged by their response to his words.  He was now to preach that none might say they had no chance to be saved.
Jeremiah was to be the witness to the truth, and he was to ensure that none had any excuse, but there would be few converts until the people were on the captive’s death march to Babylon. Jeremiah was called to witness the judgment of his nation, but he was not going to be able to change things. This is the hardest job of all, and it reminds us that we need to be careful about equating numbers of converts with success. Jeremiah was a success, for he ensured that none could ever stand before God and say, “no-one told us the truth”. Ezekiel 14:9-10, Romans 1:24-28, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12.

11  At that time shall it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places in the wilderness toward the daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse,12  Even a full wind from those places shall come unto me: now also will I give sentence against them.
What is this about winds? The wind described here was the scorching wind of the desert, the wind that came without clouds, and with dry heat like a furnace, drying all plants in it’s path and making all work outside impossible. There was no pleasantness in this wind; it neither fanned nor soothed, it scorched the earth and the people. Like the wind, which came without notice in a day, just so will the judgment fall upon the land; there will be quiet and normalcy, then suddenly all the population will be running for the fortified cities to hide therein and pray for a short siege and no disease. Ezekiel 6:11-14.

13  Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are spoiled. 
The clouds from the chariot wheels and horses and the feet of the many men will stir up dust like a great storm coming and the army will overflow the land of Judah, with no hope for standing and fighting. The enemy will be too numerous and too well armed and powerful. The people cry aloud the lament, “woe to us we are spoiled”. There is a quick assessment of the danger and it is seen correctly as overwhelming. It was to be as Moses had foreseen it all those years before this. Deuteronomy 28:49-57, Isaiah 13:5-12, Hosea 8:1, Habakkuk 1:5-11. 

14  O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee? 
The appeal is still given. Is this wrong? No it is not, for the Lord is honest in offering repentance and forgiveness, for they still apply, it is just that the people are determined to keep resisting. If they will only wash away their sins from their hearts. Isaiah 1:16-19, 55:6-7, Ezekiel 18:30-32. They have heeded the iniquity in their hearts rather than the words of the Lord that should have stayed there. Psalms 66:18, 119:25-32, 113-116, Proverbs 1:20-23. They had heard truth and rejected it, and so their suffering is more intense, for it is tinged with regret, embarrassment and deep guilt at their actions that have produced such pain. Romans 1:21-23, 1 Corinthians 3:18-23.

15  For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount Ephraim. 
The first announcement that came of the disaster unfolding to the north of the land arrived from Dan, and then the words quickly followed of another column of the enemy army on the mountains of Ephraim, as they dashed forwards towards Jerusalem. It is a great disaster that is unfolding here and it is announced with increasing anxiety and panic in the voice of the heralds. Deuteronomy 28:49ff. 

16  Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far country, and give out their voice against the cities of Judah. 17  As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she hath been rebellious against me, saith the LORD. 
All the nations are called to bear witness to the unfolding events, and the power and violence of them. Isaiah 34:1-3, 39:1-8. Exactly as Isaiah had prophesied the Babylonians would come and take away all the treasures of Jerusalem as they had the inventory of the goods from foolish Hezekiah’s opening of his treasury to them after his illness. Ezekiel 21:18-27. Ezekiel’s passage records that Nebuchadnezzar used divination to decide which city to attack first and which order to assault the others, but the Lord would upset the divination process because it was Jerusalem that was the choice of the Lord for total discipline and complete destruction. It will be destroyed and will only rise again with a King that is the Lord’s King for them. 

It would be the fact of the rebellion against him that would drive Nebuchadnezzar against the city and kingdom and would lead to the destruction of the Temple and city walls so totally. Even the, at this time, pagan king of Babylon would see that these people deserved destruction for their lies and dishonesty regarding their promises to the Babylonians and their treatment of men like Jeremiah and Ezekiel who had consistently told them the truth. Ezekiel 2:1-8. It would sadly be the same for Jerusalem again in 70 AD when it was destroyed for the second time because it had insulted and abused God’s servant; in that case the one who came to rule over them, but was rejected. Luke 19:41-44.21:20-24. 

18  Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth unto thine heart.

They have reaped what they sowed, and the bitterness they feel is the result of guilt they rightly feel, for they are guilty of all the things that they have been charged with. The words of Zophar in Job 20:1-29, did not apply to Job, but they certainly apply to the people of this day, for they have done wickedly and been then foolish as well in their dealings with the Babylonians. They had betrayed a nation and a king that had spared their city twice, with deportation of some people only, and yet he had destroyed Nineveh and the Assyrian Empire. They had the evidence of history before them of Neo-Babylonian power and the words of the prophets urging them to obedience to this king, but they ignored them all. Even after the end of the nation the guerrilla warfare bands that operated were welcomed by the new Governor Gedaliah, only for him to be murdered by Ishmael, a survivor of the royal household. 2 Kings 25:22-26. They were fools to the end of the nation’s life and so the remnant of rebels found new lives in Egypt and were not part of the blessing that would come later with the return of the exiles. Psalms 107:10-22, Proverbs 1:28-32, 5:21-23.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE DAY COMES WHEN FOOLISHNESS MEANS DEATH. While the Lord is forgiving, and salvation is always offered, there is a day when it is too late to be saved and still be delivered from death. The people of Jeremiah’s day had played with evil too long, and even though many would be saved in the last terrible days of the siege, most would die, and the few who lived were slaves for the rest of their lives. Sadly most had left repentance too late to bring the blessings they could have enjoyed.

2. MILLSTONE PEOPLE KILL THOSE THEY ARE CALLED TO SAVE. Matthew 18:6, Mark 9:42, Luke 17:2. It is a serious thing to have rulership/leadership over the people of God and fail to tell them the truth! The Lord holds his men and women accountable and will judge them to the uttermost if they fail to warn his people of danger and teach them to follow the right paths. They will be judged more harshly than those they have deceived. James 3:1-2.

3. RESPONSE IN TIME IS NOT THE CRITERIA FOR SUCCESS. Do not judge a pastor by the number of members within his church, but by the truth of his words, and his faithfulness in preaching God’s truth. The days of Jeremiah have always been the call of some and they are judged on the basis of their faithfulness to the truth, even when they know that none will listen to them. Remember, God judges his servants on the basis of obedience, not “numbers” of converts.
4. WE REAP WHAT WE SOW, UNLESS GOD GRACIOUSLY REMOVES OUR SIN. This is a natural law of the universe and none escape it, except through grace received early enough to reverse the process. Only salvation and growth through the Spirit reverses the great evil that persistent sin sets in motion.

JEREMIAH 4:19-31

19  My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 20  Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment. 21  How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet? 22  For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge. 23  I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light. 24  I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. 25  I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. 26  I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. 27  For thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end. 28  For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black; because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it. 29  The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and bowmen; they shall go into thickets, and climb up upon the rocks: every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein. 30  And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy life. 31  For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of murderers.
REFLECTION
19  My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 
The bowels were seen as the seat of the emotions in the ancient world, and this makes sense, as we all feel emotion in our stomach region. Jeremiah expresses his anguish aloud here. Over twenty years before the judgment will fall he expresses his pain at what he foresees will occur in this city because of their great sin and evil. Later the people themselves will express this aloud on their death march to Babylon. Psalms 119:53, 136. Isaiah had also foretold of the great lamentation that would be heard. Isaiah 16:11, 21:3, 22:4. After seeing the great destruction of the city, Jeremiah himself will pen his grief journal, which we call Lamentations. Lamentations 1:16, 2:11, 3:48-51. 

It is a terrible burden to have these visions of the Lord, for the warning of God means you see pain before it falls upon those you care about. The true prophet feels a great burden and sadness at his work, and certainly is not boasting of his visions, for they are sadness to him more than joy. Daniel 7:15,28, Habakkuk 3:16. This is one of the ways to spot the phoney prophets of our own days, for they rejoice in their visions and praise God for their many revelations that are all joyful. This is not the biblical picture of a true prophet, but certainly is one of the false prophets, for they cried “peace and more peace”, and they lied! The false prophets still do. Psalms 42:5-6.

20  Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment. 
Trauma by it’s very nature is characterized by suddenness and violence, with threat or reality of death. This is caught by the prophet here, as he describes the sudden violence of the end of the nation’s life. The dwelling places are torn open, there is crash after crash as things are smashed by the looting troops who are bursting into the dwelling places of the people. There are none to stop their rampage. The armies of this day lived of the land, which means they killed everyone and stole everything of value, taking all the crops that there were from the storehouses and breaking into every house to loot everything that could be used. The destruction will be terrible, yet even in the midst of all this the believers will be delivered whose trust is in their Lord. Ezekiel 7:25-27, 14:21-23. 

21  How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet? 22  For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge. 
The battles will be fierce and the end is destruction. Nebuchadnezzar is fighting on the right side of history, and even though at this time a pagan, and his men cruel, he will win over the people of Judah, for they have cast aside their God and his will for their lives. The sound of the alarm trumpet sounds every day for a time, but then falls silent as the trumpet is replaced by the sound of the Babylonian army as it advances and seals off each fortified city, ready for siege. 

Nebuchadnezzar threw his smallest army to encircle Jerusalem and launched his biggest forces to the smaller towns and overwhelmed them quickly. The siege of Jerusalem would take two long years and famine would kill as many within the walls as the Chaldeans. Why is it that this level of misery has come the prophet asks?  

The Lord’s answer in verse 22 is blunt and direct. The people’s own foolishness has led to this disaster, for they have ignored the truth that would have set them free from the hold of evil over them, and led them to safety and prosperity under this King and the next ones of Persia. Deuteronomy 32:1-10, 28, Psalms 14:1-7, Isaiah 1:3, 6:9-10, 29:10-12, 42:19-20, Hosea 4:1-6. They have been wise in their own conceit, and have the wisdom of men, but lack the knowledge of God’s words, character and plan. They claim to know God but he does not know them! Matthew 7:21-23, John 16:3, Romans 1:28-32. We all need to be wise in the things of the Lord, so that we might avoid the evil and sin filled paths that lead to destruction. Romans 16:19, 25-27.  

23  I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.
This obvious quote from Genesis 1:2 appears at first sight to be out of place here, for the land of Judah is not a formless world, yet that is exactly Jeremiah’s point; his prophetic message is that the land will become like the earth before form and order were brought to it by the Spirit of God. Such will be the destruction and death that it will appear as if the creation has bypassed this land. The land is returned to a primeval chaos, to darkness not light. Isaiah 5:30, Ezekiel 32:7-16. The great destruction will be a foretaste of the days to come in the Great Tribulation. Joel 2:30-32, 3:15-16. The Tribulation will see deliverance but this time there will be none at all. The people will suffer and not turn to the Lord soon enough; their arrogance will convince them that they are right until the day the walls fall down and the enemy pour in. Amos 8:9-14.

24  I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. 25  I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. 
The great earthquake of the days of Uzziah the King, Amos 1:1, Isaiah 24:19-20, is the image used again here to describe the total catastrophe that strikes the land. The very solid mountains are shaken and the hills uplifted by the shakes. The effect of the invasion is just like an earthquake in it’s violence and total destruction. Nothing is ever the same after a major earthquake and nothing will ever be the same after this invasion by the Babylonians either. Psalms 18:7, 77:18, 97:4-7, 114:4-8, Isaiah 5:25, Ezekiel 38:20, Micah 1:4, Nahum 1:5-6, Habakkuk 3:6-10. The sudden power unleashed in this invasion will be a clear sign to the people that the Lord’s judgment has been directed at them. There is desolation on all the highways and in all the small villages. No-one is left behind who is not already dead. The land is deserted, with all the survivors of the first cavalry attacks being now inside the fortified cities. Zephaniah 1:1-3.


26  I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. 
Jeremiah’s vision goes beyond the initial days of invasion, through to the end of it, with the total destruction of the entire land, with all it’s cities destroyed. It has happened as Moses had prophesied it all those years before, explaining why the judgment would fall upon them. Deuteronomy 29:23-29, Psalms 107:34, Jeremiah 7:32-34, 14:4-6. At the time he speaks the land is prosperous, and the villages have recovered from the invasion of Sennacherib 90 years before. All looks so good and yet all will be swept away because of their disobedience to the Law of Moses. 

27  For thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end. 
Even though the people might deserve judgment, there are some who love the Lord and he will not destroy the good with the bad in this invasion. There will be a remnant according to grace, and they will rebuild the land again, but only after they have had their time in captivity. This was a strong theme of all the prophets, and a great encouragement to the saved remnant, even as they went into captivity. These people are the ones who write Psalms 119, and they were encouraged by Ezekiel and Daniel. Isaiah 6:11-13, 24:1-12, Jeremiah 12:10-17, 18:16-23, Ezekiel 6:11-14, 7:16-19, 33:27-33.   It is as if they needed the full 70 years to get their lives back spiritually. 

28  For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black; because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it. 
The destiny and doom of the nation is now set. Their path has been chosen and it is the path of judgment, for they will not repent, but Jeremiah is still to preach and appeal for any change that they will make, so that they might be without excuse. God is just in his decision to judge and righteous in that even though it is hopeless he still urges his prophet to continue his appeals to the people. Amos 9:8-10, Romans 9:27-33.

29  The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and bowmen; they shall go into thickets, and climb up upon the rocks: every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein. 
The people who are able will flee from the cities and hide in the thickets and caves of the wilderness. The army of the enemy will search for them with their bowmen and infantry supported by cavalry hunting the fugitives like sporting animals. There will be total fear on the part of the people and fun and lust for blood will guide the hunters. The cities are deserted, and it is unsafe to seek shelter there, for the enemy are on every road hunting the survivors to add to the slave columns. 2 Kings 25:4-7, 18-21, 23-26. 

The few survivors of the army of Zedekiah murder the man they consider a “Quisling” leader, Gedaliah, but then they face certain retribution from the Babylonians and so flee to Egypt, where they and their families will be forced to remain. Many Jews would stay there until last century, as in Babylon (an exile of 2500 years).

30  And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy life. 
Many of the nobles feel that they will be treated well because of their fine clothes and jewellery, and so they will prepare to meet the Babylonians and deal with them, but the troops they meet will simply rip their jewels from their butchered bodies. They have become simple slaves, and all their previous status is worthless, for they have no status with their enemy, only slaves or bodies. Their clothing will be stripped from them and their wealth stolen. None will be spared except the men who spoke the truth; Jeremiah and Baruch will be spared, as will Gedaliah. 

The men who spoke for working with the Babylonians are rewarded although the survivors of the army consider them traitors and after the total destruction of the land and the loss of all the people we can understand the deep rage of Ishmael towards those who dealt with their conquerors. The painting of the face by the aristocratic women to try to avoid rape and murder will all be to no avail, and the prophet speaks bluntly in language which reminds us of the terrible death of the evil Jezebel. 2 Kings 9:24-37. 

31  For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of murderers.
It is a terrible thing to face murderers who have no feelings at all towards your life. This will be the portion of the entire nation of Judah, for they face the Babylonians who they have revolted against three times and murdered their governors and messengers. All the Babylonian army have been told that these Jews are the worst of all people, totally traitorous, who break their word and do evil, so the army is ready to kill them all, saving only who will sell well on the slave market block. Even their begging for mercy will bring none, for their conquerors have been accurately informed of their evil nature. They will all be killed because for forty years they had ignored the truth and now it is too late for them. These are fearful words and an horrific scene that Jeremiah sees; no wonder he was called the weeping prophet, for he saw the deaths of all the “beautiful people” who mocked him, and he wept for them and their terror. Ezekiel 16:35-59.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. EMOTIONS ARE BONA FIDE IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS. We can be made to feel embarrassed about our emotional responses to things, and we have no need to feel such things. The Lord honours our tears and values them when they are expressed in sadness towards the lost. Jeremiah cries and he has reason to weep for his people, for even though they hate him he still loves them. We need to weep more over our neighbours and then we will be more moved to share the truth with them.

2. TRUE PROPHETS ARE QUIET AND REFLECTIVE. Those who boast in their visions do not get them from the Lord, for those who see the Lord’s truths are sober, thoughtful and prayerful over their message of repentance. For this is the burden of the prophet; prophecy involves warning, calls to repentance, and sorrowful appeals to those who have rejected Bible teaching. Those who boast of their prophetic words do not have anything from the Lord.

3. ALL IS TRANSFORMED BY TRAUMA. Only those who hold to the Lord and are stabilized in his Word will be saved when true trauma occurs, for all that is familiar is swept away and all that is left is disaster and distress. When traumatic events unfold, only those who have built up their spiritual strength first will be saved from despair. Let us build our spiritual resources for the difficult days that are ahead of our world. We do this by feeding on the living Word of God and applying all things we learn into our daily lives.
TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION

TIME

CHAPTER 5

JEREMIAH 5:1-9

1  Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it. 2  And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely. 3  O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return. 4  Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God. 5  I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the LORD, and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 6  Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased. 7  How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots' houses. 8  They were as fed horses in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour's wife. 9  Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

REFLECTION
The challenge given to the prophet is similar to the one that Abraham gives the Lord concerning Sodom. Genesis 18:16-33. The principle that we draw from Abraham’s praying and God’s decision making regarding Sodom’s destruction is called the “Salt Principle”. Matthew 5:13. 

It refers to the justice and mercy of God regarding judgment, noting that a certain percentage of believers amongst a nation will preserve that nation from disaster, for that percentage means there is still hope for them. The percentage may be as low as 1-3 % of the adult population, if we take the adult population of Sodom as between 500-1000 adults in the city. Another principle of grace and mercy applies here also, and it is the judgment principle of the “Four Generation Curse”, recorded in Exodus 20:4-6, 34:5-7, Deuteronomy 24:16, Psalms 103:17, Proverbs 30:11-17, Jeremiah 31:29-30, Ezekiel 18:1-4. 

Read these verses carefully, and notice that the children are NOT punished for their father’s sins, as some have argued, even at that time. They are punished for their repetition of their father’s sins; for the fact that they have continued to “HATE” God and his instructions to them. It is three to four generations of persistent negative volition that destroys a nation, so that even a few believers will not be enough to save it. 

However, even in the midst of the judgment, or as the judgment unfolds, God will provide for the believers within the doomed city or nation to escape. We see this with the family of Lot, and he was a carnal believer, not a strong and stable one. So we know that the Lord protects his own, and does so, on the basis of grace always, not on their deserving. 1 Corinthians 10:13. 

Jeremiah is encouraged to search through the city of Jerusalem and look for honest men and women, and look for holy and obedient people, and he is challenged to confront the reality that he will not find them. In Sodom there are four righteous people and they are all delivered, except the wife of Lot, who though saved, hankers for the sinful pleasures of her life in the city and so delays to look at the city, and is overwhelmed by it’s destruction. Genesis 19:15-26.

The nation of Judah has had over 140 years (3 ½ generations of 40 years) since the destruction of Samaria and the Northern Kingdom in 720 BC before the axe finally falls in 586 BC. The Lord graciously ensures in the two early deportations that the believers and leaders of the nation are preserved in Babylonian captivity before the negative group are given their last chance under Zedekiah. Even amongst this group some are saved by the final deportation. 2 Kings 25:1-12. The earlier two deportations are recorded in 2 Kings 24:1-4, 2 Chronicles 36:5-7, 9-10, and 2 Kings 24:10-16. In these two early deportations Daniel and his friends and Ezekiel were removed, as was the ancestor in the lines of Mary and Joseph.

1  Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it. 
In the fourth century BC the Cynic Philosopher Diogenes would do this very thing in Athens, travelling around the city with a torch at night looking in every alleyway, he said, he was looking for an honest man, but gave up at dawn! Perhaps he had heard of the Jewish prophet 200 years before. He was the philosopher Alexander the Great came to in order to hear his wisdom. Alexander asked if he could do anything for him to honour him, and Diogenes answered that Alexander could get out of his sunlight as he was sunbathing! The Cynic philosopher did not care that he couldn’t find an honest man in Athens, for he considered normal men beneath him and worthy of death. He had a low view of men and when he was dying at age 94 in 324 BC, ordered his disciples to throw his body into a ditch outside town and leave him to the dogs, so that at least they would be able to enjoy his decrepit corpse. 

The difference in the two views of man’s destiny and dignity is well illustrated by these two men, Jeremiah (circa 640-550 BC) and Diogenes (418-324 BC). Jeremiah cares deeply for the people to whom he speaks. He loves them with God’s love and feels the pain of the Lord in the discipline that must be accomplished upon them, whereas Diogenes has the cynic’s attitude that nothing really matters in this pointless world of suffering, and so why worry, just get on with sucking the pleasure fountain dry with casual disregard for the stupidity of others. 

Diogenes philosophy was blunt. Correct those who will be corrected and let the others go to hell as the fools they are, but recognize that we will all end up in Hades and there we will know the truth, whatever it is! Diogenes still has many disciples, does he not? Most today would share the cynic’s lack of faith. Even in judgment and disaster Jeremiah never lost hope and confidence in the justice, mercy and victory of the plan of God. The cynics reject the concept of a plan at all, and so are cast loose in this world of uncertainties. Isaiah 59:1-8.

Notice who it is that Jeremiah seeks. He seeks any man who “executes justice”, and any man who “seeks the truth”. God seeks righteousness in man. A man that does not do good, is not good in God’s sight. It is not academic commitment to right and good that matters, it is the living of righteousness and goodness that proves a man is more than a hypocrite. Psalms 12:1-5, 14:1-4, 53:1-4, Micah 7:1-2, James 2:14-20. 

If people will seek the truth they will find it, for the Lord makes his truth known freely through his Word and his people, but the problem is with the volition of the people, who have rejected the truth consistently for four generations now. Proverbs 2:1-12, 23:23, Isaiah 59:14-15.

2  And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely. 
These people had all the right religious phrases to say, and they said them at appropriate times, yet they did not let the truth of their statements change their attitudes. They said true words but they did not truly believe them, for true belief, rather than false assertion of truth, is shown by a life that is transformed by the truth. If the life isn’t transformed the truth is not fully believed, and the words said have no eternal value to the person. Note Jesus words in Matthew 7:20-23, and 23:13-33. 

It is not “godly words and claims” that save a person, nor assertions of Christ as Lord even, for the devils know he is God and say so loudly! James 2:19. Our faith must be more real and transforming than the devils beliefs, or the Pharisee and Sadducees religious expressions. The people of Jeremiah’s day had the right words but the wrong reality in their lives. Isaiah 48:1-6, Hosea 4:1-2, 15, 10:1-2, Zechariah 5:3-4. 

They had been well warned of this principle by the prophets, and we are directly challenged also in the New Testament, yet still some argue for easy believism, that simple confession of the Lord as Saviour is enough! The Word makes clear that unless such verbal confession is backed up by life change, then that confession is as phoney as can be! Look at the following verses. 1 Timothy 1:8-14, 2 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:13-16. True Confession of Saving Faith leads to righteousness, but simple profession alone may lead anywhere if it lacks reality! 

3  O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return. 
God sees real truth, not the fake claims of the hypocrites. God is not fooled by fools, yet these people kept on being foolish! God looks to bless the righteous, but he will surely judge the stupid sinner who ignores reality. Psalms 11:4-7, 51:6, Proverbs 21:29-31. 

The great tragedy of the nation is that they have been disciplined but they have not repented of their evil, rather they have continued in their sins and become wore and worse. Proverbs 23:34-35, Isaiah 48:4-11, Ezekiel 3:7-9, Zechariah 7:8-12, Romans 2:2-11, Hebrews 12:5-11. The rebellion and rejection has been total; there has been no hesitation in their attitudes and no softening of their position. They have stayed with evil rather than turn to the good. 

4  Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God. 
They think they are the wealthy and powerful, yet actually they are the poor and needy. They have rejected the truth, and so have stayed with error and falsehood, and such things will always make a person poor in spirit. They face the ultimate choice; with God or against him, and they have the evidence to decide correctly. Isaiah 28:7-13, Hosea 4:6, Matthew 11:2-6, John 7:45-52. Their poverty in the knowledge area will unhinge them as they face the great tests that will come as the invasion occurs. James 2:5-7. True wealth is a soul that is filled with the knowledge of the Lord. Philippians 4:10-13.

5  I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the LORD, and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 
The prophet speaks now as we would all do in a crisis; having found the mass of people stupid, we would turn to the leaders and nobles, expecting more from them. When men and women are leaders and respected, even by a few, we hope that the respect indicates some level of intelligence and wisdom. The prophet is let down again by these people, for they prove no more wise than their stupid subjects. Psalms 2:2-5, Ezekiel 22:6-8, 25-31, Micah 3:1-5, 11, 7:3-4, Zephaniah 3:1-7. 

Wisdom finds the natural laws of the universe and operates within them, for to fight against nature is to waste energy and time on a pointless activity. These men however delight in breaking the bonds and smashing the standards that hold society together; they believe they are above natural and spiritual laws, which they consider are beneath them, and only for lowly people. Arrogance undoes them and makes them fools who are rushing to judgment on the wrong side of nature and history. It is foolish to go against how we are made and insult the maker! Jeremiah 18:1-10. 

6  Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased. 
The cities and land generally will be so depopulated after the invasion that the wild animals will return to hunt close by the ruins of the villages and cities of the land. The three animals mentioned were regularly hunted by kings as sport, but once the population has been reduced to a fraction of what it was there will be no hunting of them, rather they will become the hunters, crouching in wait at the ruins of cities as previously by desert water holes, for men have become easily hunted as other animals. Any person who leaves the city unprepared will be caught and eaten by one of the three hunters. It is a picture of just how run down the land has become. Civilization has fallen back and the wild returns to the previously farmed fields. Leviticus 26:21-22.

7  How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots' houses.
How can God forgive them the extent of their sins? How can people be forgiven by the one they have actively insulted? They and their children have taken oaths by foreign gods and not acknowledged the God who has given them everything. Deuteronomy 32:21, Ezekiel 16:48-52, James 5:1-6. 

They owe everything to the Lord’s provision and they have insulted it. There is grace being still offered, but they cannot expect it to last; in fact they ought to be amazed that God is still even speaking to them through his prophet. They had even started to frequent the prostitutes houses in large numbers, perhaps thinking that if the majority did a thing then it was alright! This is the logic of our own day.  The majority of young believers, we are told, are having pre-marital sex, and so we are encouraged to say now that, obviously the times have changed and the Biblical standard isn’t to be argued any more! This is satanic logic, the sort that destroyed Judah, and will destroy us if we allow it to continue! 

The biblical standard of sexual purity is to be argued strongly, for it is God’s policy and anything that deviates from it is evil and will be destructive, leading to the picture we have in this verse. The lines of people waiting to get into the brothels does not indicate it is now right, it just indicates a nation that is coasting towards destruction. Numbers 25:1-15. Twenty four thousand men committed immorality with the Midianite women in this time, and it must have seemed to many that so many were doing it that God would have to go along with it, but God proved this logic to be from the pit of hell. It still is evil logic; God does not change his standards for man because the majority become foolish! Refer to the study on MORALITY. Sexual morals are for all people, for we are all made by the Lord for one partner, not many, and all sexual immorality destroys the person involved in it.

8  They were as fed horses in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour's wife. 
The behaviours of these people are compared to the wild horses once watered in the morning; they turn their attention to sex. They have behaved as animals and gone after each other’s wives. Morality and trust have gone, replaced by animal lusts. It is the sign of corruption in a people that they ignore marriage and the obligations of it regarding trust and integrity. Once the sexual mores of a society are broken then all criminal activity will be undertaken, including lies, false imprisonment and murder. Genesis 39:7-20, Exodus 20:14, 17, 2 Samuel 11:1-27, Matthew 5:27-28. 

9  Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?
Will such things as this be ignored by God? The question is answered by the people, “yes”, for they all think that sexual sins are just little aberrations, they don’t take them seriously at all, and they must start doing something about this or they will be “visited” by the Lord. So will we in our day, for our sins are as bad as the people of this day! To take casually the standards of the living God and our creator is the most foolish error! Ezekiel 5:12-17.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE SALT PRINCIPLE STILL APPLIES. Without being aware of it, every believer who lives as God intends in the midst of an evil nation is acting to preserve their nation and preserve the opportunity for their neighbours. They may not appreciate this, but they owe a great debt to their Christian friends and neighbours. Morality preserves a people and immorality destroys it. Atheism and careless agnosticism leads to all evils over time, for those who ignore God quickly begin to ignore morality in the next generation. I have seen many atheists who were solid citizens and very moral, often more so than their carnal Christian neighbours, but their children tended not to have their parents morals, and the slide was devastatingly fast in their families. We need to honour the one who made us. If enough in a nation honour their Lord and Saviour that nation is preserved.

2. CHRISTIANS ARE NOT TO BE CYNICS. We have hope, because we see the end from the problems we face now. We see that the Lord will win in the end. We may still groan and weep at times, suffer often, and pray always, but we have hope that the Lord’s plan is supreme, for it is! We neither reject hope, nor reject people who hate us and the Lord, for we see that we are here to represent the Lord in the enemy’s camp and the task is a battlefield one. If you get hurt at home you are often surprised, but if you are hurt on a battlefield, you are not surprised. All things are to be taken to the Lord in prayer.

3. ARE WE HUNGRY FOR TRUTH, AND ACTIVE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS? God seeks faith that works out in daily life, not phoney faith that only talks a great fight. Men who speak great words but panic on the field of battle are despised and called cowards, and men who claim to believe in something yet by their actions indicate they do not are called hypocrites. We must not be in either category.

4. CIVILIZATION QUICKLY BECOMES ANIMAL KINGDOM. It is easy for the veneer of culture and civilization to be stripped away by natural disaster, and for men and women to behave like animals. This is our natural tendency since the fall brought sin into the realm of man. Only the Gospel message and the power of the Holy Spirit keep the world from falling into chaos. Let us be thankful to the Lord for his grace and mercy towards our city and nation. God will not ignore such evil when it breaks out, for to fulfil the plan mankind must reach the end of allotted time, and mankind will, but it will be minus all those who go too far. God judges and he eliminates from history those who are stupid enough to think they can get by with their evil and sin.

JEREMIAH 5:10-22

10  Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her battlements; for they are not the LORD's. 11  For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith the LORD. 12  They have belied the LORD, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine: 13  And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done unto them. 14  Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 15  Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say. 16  Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men. 17  And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword. 18  Nevertheless in those days, saith the LORD, I will not make a full end with you. 19  And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the LORD our God all these things unto us? then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land that is not your's. 20  Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying, 21  Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not: 22  Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?”

REFLECTION
10  Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her battlements; for they are not the LORD's. 
There was a great rebuilding of fortifications at this time. The modern archaeologists have discovered a strengthening of Hezekiah’s defences, including a wall that was twenty eight feet wide! All would be to no avail, for they were on the wrong side of history, and the walls were “not the Lord’s”. Jeremiah 7:1-12. They claimed the protection of children of God, yet their behaviour showed that they were not children of God in truth. Ecclesiastes 9:11-18.

11  For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith the LORD. 12  They have belied the LORD, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine: 
There has been treachery by both halves of the kingdom of the nation of the twelve tribes, and their evil will be dealt with now. Isaiah 48:8, 14-15, Jeremiah 23:13-17, 28:9-17, 43:1-7, Hosea 5:7. It is the arrogance of the people that will lead to their death. They would not be corrected, nor would they be changed in their opinions by the prophet of God. Psalm 10:3-7. They would not hear any warnings, because the prophet’s words were too awful. They were concerned that the harsh words of the prophet would upset the children, and they were careful that their own adulteries were hidden from them, so they believed they didn’t matter. 

We have had the same foolishness in our own day, where evil men and women have argued that because their children do not see them watch pornography then it doesn’t matter! They argue that because it is an “adult thing” that it is alright, and their children won’t be affected! We have all seen these families later, torn apart by sexual abuse, teenage suicide, and promiscuity! Evil is evil, and the warnings of the prophet are mild given the awful reality that will unfold upon them and their children. The Exodus generation had argued this before and the Lord’s words to them were harsh. Exodus 14:1-3, 27-35.

13  And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done unto them. 
The number of false prophets was significant, outnumbering the true prophets by tens to one! They spoke confidently and falsely, as they do still, filled with swelling words of arrogance and self centeredness. God had neither sent them nor given them words, but they enjoyed their status and power, and they will all be sought out by the enemy and killed in the end. The prophets are filled with hot air and they will become wind in the air; nothing at all! They are saying that Jeremiah will be “blown away” but it is they who will be blown away. Hosea 9:7. 

14  Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 
It is a serious thing to speak in the Lord’s name and not to be his man or woman! To speak as if you are a prophet and not be one is a great blasphemy, and places the arrogant fool who does this in the most dangerous of places. The full title of the Lord is given here, “the Lord of Hosts”, to remind the hearers that the Lord is ruler over all the hosts of heaven and is Lord over all the earth, and has jurisdiction over all men and women and will judge them all, as he will all the angelic host. Because they have spoken wrongful things, not authorized by the Lord, they will be judged by the Lord and will be dealt with by destruction. They have ignored the truth, insulted the true prophets of the Lord, and heeded and worshipped the false, so they will all die with their heroes and idols. 1 Kings 18:21-40, 2 Kings 1:10-14, Jeremiah 28:10-17, Hosea 6:5-6. Refer to the biblical topical study of PROPHET and PROPHECY.

15  Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say. 
Notice again the nation of Judah is called Israel, for the remnant of the twelve tribes fled south in 721 BC and settled in the south and so all the tribes were represented at this time in the south and they would be represented all through to the Lord’s day. There are no “lost ten tribes”. The words of Moses echo here and remind us that these people had received warnings upon warnings, repetitions upon repetition, as the Lord tried to get them to repent and return to him. Deuteronomy 28:45-51. John the Baptist will warn like Jeremiah again and in blunter language than here. Matthew 3:7-10.  The Babylonians had the Lion as their symbol and they would move like lions upon the land and destroy everything.

16  Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men. 
Some armies through history have looked good from afar, but crumpled close up, but the army of Nebuchadnezzar was a mighty army, made up of great men, well trained and big and strong. His archers were the Scythians who could ride and shoot multiple arrows from any place on their horse and hit any target at twenty five metres. They were ruthless and tough. They had defeated the Assyrians in 612, and again crushed their remnant army in Haran a few years later, then the Egyptians had been defeated at the great battle of Carchamesh. This was a winning army, filled with veterans of many wars, in all of which they were victorious. The Israelites had no hope against them without the Lord, and they had abandoned the Lord’s directions through his prophets, to fight the Babylonians! 

17  And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword. 
The invasion was well timed, just before the harvest was due to be brought in, so that the besieged armies didn’t have their last harvest to eat, but the invading army did. It meant that the besiegers had to put up with a winter in the field, but they were well fed on their enemy’s food through it, and could live in their abandoned villages. The attack came before the barley and wheat harvests, and well before the grapes were due to be harvested. The field work was done, and so all the enemy had to do was lock away the Jews in their fortified cities and hold them there and send their forces out to harvest the fields when ready and carry all the produce of the land into their own supply centres. They could also kill and eat the herds for their food, and milk the goats and sheep until they were ready to kill them. 

All the food of the land except last year’s harvest was in the hands of the enemy within days of the invasion. Famine would kill far more in the cities than the armies in the field, and the weakened people would either die or go into captivity in the end. They trusted in the power of their swords, yet they had not planned for the long siege that would come and so ran out of food within the first two years in Jerusalem, by which time all the other cities had fallen. 2 Kings 25:1-4.   

18  Nevertheless in those days, saith the LORD, I will not make a full end with you. 
Even though the nation of Judah would suffer and would pay dearly for their evils, the Lord would not completely eliminate them at this time. There would be a saved remnant, and a remnant that would be saved over time and become believers in captivity. The nation would emerge from Babylon purged from idolatry forever, and they would return to the land and establish a righteous nation under Zerubbabel and later Ezra. Habakkuk 3:16-19, Romans 11:1-5.

19  And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the LORD our God all these things unto us? then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land that is not your's. 
The Lord tells Jeremiah and the people through him that even after the great disaster of the invasion and captivity, that it will be a period of time before the people realise the full implications of their fate and understand the full significance of their actions and their consequences. They will do this by looking backwards, to the words of Jeremiah, Isaiah, Hosea, and right back to the words of Moses that Ezra would finally place into the format we have now in the Pentateuch.  They will then say, “It is for these reasons that the Lord our God has done all these things to us”. Deuteronomy 29:24-28, 1 Kings 9:1-9, 2 Chronicles 7:19-22. 

They will see that in exactly the same way as they served foreign gods in their land, just so the Lord will remove them to a foreign land where they will learn to serve him alone, through their service of the foreigners, whose gods they had served. Deuteronomy 4:23-40, 28:47-51, Lamentations 5:7-22. There is hope, but only after there has been a full confrontation with the truth of their rebellion and the guilt of their rejection of God’s paths. Ezekiel 12:1-2.

20  Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying, 21  Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not: 
Jeremiah is told to proclaim these truths aloud in the rebellious house of Jacob, in the land of Judah. By the use of the two names we have both judgment and hope; Jacob the man who fought God, and Judah the Prince, the ancestor of Messiah, who will alone bring deliverance. They have been foolish, and without understanding of the truth that was so easily heard and obeyed. Deuteronomy 29:2-6, 32:1-6, Psalms 94:8-11, Isaiah 6:9-13, 27:11, 44:18-22. Repentance alone will transform things for them.  

22  Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?
There are boundaries to everything in this creation; boundaries that the creator has set and which are not overflowed except by catastrophic judgment. To the villagers of the inland areas the mystery of the sea would have been great, for although they could see the Mediterranean sea in the distance, most would visit it and see it rarely if ever. The power of the sea surging towards the shore has been a common image of power for mankind through the ages, and here the prophet sues it to identify that the “line of sand on the beach” is the boundary of the sea. Great as the power of the sea is, it is held by tidal forces and does not overflow its boundary, for there is a hand greater than it that controls all things. 
It is a healthy fear to be in awe of the one who controls such forces, and actually made them and set their boundaries; a smart person does not mess with such a force! Deuteronomy 28:58, Psalms 99:1, 119:120, Isaiah 50:2-3, 66:1-5. This argument from nature for order and plan is also found in Job and the Psalms. It is the reminder to man that the one who set these things in place had better be obeyed. Job 26:1-14, 38:1-21, Psalms 33:6-9, 93:1-4, 104:4-9, Proverbs 8:22-31.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE CREATOR GOD IS TO BE WORSHIPPED IN AWE. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of true wisdom; those who do not stand in fear of the Lord’s power show they have not used their minds!

2. WITH GOD IS CONFIDENCE, AGAINST HIM IS TO BE ON THE WRONG SIDE OF HISTORY, WHERE NO DEFENCES WILL HOLD. God’s will is the only place of safety for man. All our strength and focus ought to be on finding the will of the Lord for our life and being obedient to the Lord’s will for our life. Nothing else matters on this side of eternity, for all else is swept away by the dust of history except the things done for the Lord in his will and his Holy Spirit’s power. 1 Corinthians 3:8-17.

3. TRUTH IS RARELY WITH THE MAJORITY. Jeremiah, Isaiah and all the others, right back through Elijah to Moses; all were men who stood against the majority viewpoint. The Lord’s truth is not known by democratic vote, or majority decision. The Lord’s men have also never been known by their financial prosperity, nor their fame and power wielded, but by their tenacity in their hold upon biblical truth and their faithfulness under pressure from the majority to lie and pretend, that God’s standards shifted with man’s weaknesses. 

The Word of the Lord stands firm and settled and we are called to hold it against the odds we will face in our corrupt day. Let us not get precious about this, for every day has been a corrupt day since Adam fell in the Garden of Eden. Expect false prophets and false brethren; do not be distracted, distressed nor dejected by them, but continue to hold to the Lord’s truth and proclaim it to any who will hear you, no matter how small the group.

4.  IT IS NOT THE POWER OF THINGS, BUT THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT WILL TRULY PROSPER A PEOPLE. Many believers are working out “get rich schemes”, passive income schemes, and retirement funds, and while these things are not wrong, the Lord warns against all wealth creation schemes that do not involve his will for the person’s life. All the great wealth of the Jewish people will be lost to Babylon, and then they will lose it to the Persians, who will lose it to the Greeks, who will lose it to the Romans, who will lose it to the barbarians, who will just lose it! History teaches us to never trust to temporal riches but to trust to the Lord, his will for our life, and eternal rewards, for these alone last. Luke 12:16-21.

5. GOD HAS ALREADY ESTABLISHED THE BOUNDARIES FOR MORALITY AND ALL OTHER THINGS. Our task on this earth is to find out God’s policy as the creator and Saviour and follow his policy in all things. Absolute standards are the reality we must confront, and all man’s desire for the relativism of modernity is simply immorality under another guise. Let us stop fooling ourselves and allowing evil men to fool us about moral issues, and let us hold to the truth as revealed by God’s holy Word.

JEREMIAH 5:23-31

23  But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. 24  Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. 25  Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you. 26  For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men. 27  As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich.28  They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. 29  Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 30  A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; 31  The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?

REFLECTION
23  But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. 

The harsh words of Deuteronomy 21:18-23 are echoed here. The people of Israel are called both stubborn and rebellious; they have revolted from the standard and teaching of the Lord and gone after tings that were opposed to the Lord. God has mercy and grace lasts a long time, but there is a limit. That limit has been reached with this people. Psalms 95:10-11, Isaiah 1:4-5, 31:6-7, Hosea 4:6-8, 11:7, Hebrews 3:12-13. They have rebelled against reality and truth and have rejected the things that logic demands are confronted and lived by. It is this lack of logic that is baffling. They have gone from the source of life to the reality of living death in sin and evil.

24  Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. 
The Lord’s blessing was upon the land because of his grace and love towards them, but the rains would not come if they transgressed his law too long. Deuteronomy 11:10-21. The command, “let us fear the Lord our God”, does not mean let us be in fear and trembling, but let us be respectful and have proper awe in the presence of the one who gives all things to us. The harvest occurs only because the seasons are in order and there is no catastrophic storm or disastrous invasion of locusts of men. All the balance of nature and the productivity of the land depend upon the gracious mercy of their God, and yet they ignored this reality! Psalms 147:8-11, Isaiah 64:8-9, Hosea 3:4-5, 6:1-2, Joel 2:23, Amos 4:6-8, Zechariah 10:1-2, James 5:17-18.

25  Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you. 
Their deceitful behaviours and sins have stopped the enjoyment of all the good things God otherwise had for them. They simply had to be honest with their Lord but they failed to be. They simply had to be holy before him, but they preferred their immorality and false religious activities. They just didn’t “get it”, and so they failed to enjoy all that God had for them. Psalms 107:17, 34, Isaiah 59:1-2. Sin stops us enjoying “good things” from the Lord. We rob ourselves of joy and pleasures for evermore. 

26  For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men. 
The terrible thing about misery and evil is that it loves company, and if people do not join evil men voluntarily they will “catch” them. The men of Judah were just as bad as today’s evil men are; they laid traps and enticed foolish young men to join them in their evil plans. The evil grew as a result and more were ensnared by the plans and tricks of these men to get others to join them in their “innocent fun”. Many have been led astray by cunning and lying words that have minimized the sins of these old men and got young men into behaviours that they later regretted. Let us never minimize the evils of our nation; let us warn the young men of our day of the plans of evil men so that they may have no excuse for any foolishness they enter into. Psalms 10:9-11, Proverbs 1:7-19, Ezekiel 22:2-12, Habakkuk 1:13-16.

27  As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich.
The cage of birds is used as the symbol of their evil here, and of the rewards of their evil. To us it is a normal thing to keep caged birds and both rich and poor do this, but it was not so in Jeremiah’s day. The two categories of people who kept birds were the trapper and the wealthy. They trapped wild birds for sale, either for caging in wealthy homes or for food, using wicker cages with birds inside, well fed, to lure birds and then nets to capture the wild ones. Even sparrows were sold for food in Jesus’ Day. Matthew 10:29-30, Luke 12:6-7. They have been deceitful, and they have been successful, as man measures success, through their deceit, for they are very wealthy. Proverbs 1:11-3, Hosea 12:7-8, Amos 8:4-6, Micah 6:10-16, Habakkuk 2:9-13.

The image here covers at least two things about these people. They practise deceit and cunning, like the bird trappers, using decoy “pigeons” to trap the free ones and so enslave more. Firstly, they keep some wild pigeons alive as well fed pets to lure wild ones to their death, and they have treated men the same way. They have set traps for people, pretending that dealing with them leads to great prosperity for all involved, but once their new prospect is securely in their net, they simply take all their goods and impoverish them. It is persistent crooked and dishonest business practise that is in view here. 

Secondly it is the result of their dishonesty that is in view, for they are wealthy and successful on the basis of the misery they cause others. Just as today, many dishonest business people do well, prosper and have more money than the honest person who works only with integrity. It is a reminder that the “prosperity gospel” is not a gospel at all, and that wealth alone proves nothing except the person has money; it tells you nothing about how they got it, nor their spiritual status! These people have great wealth, and their houses are filled with the pleasant sounds of the songs of many caged birds, but this symbol will have a yet third significance for them, for they will themselves one day be caged, and they will be sold in the market place of Babylon as slaves, just as they sold their captured birds, and even possibly their bankrupted business “partners”. 

28  They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. 
They have become fat, their skins shining through both the oils they use as cosmetics, but also the perspiring gloss of the obese person who is always slightly “glowing” as a result of being so over weight. They have really prospered in wealth but they have not spiritually prospered, nor grown in understanding of the things that God values. They do not care for the poor, nor protect the rights of the widow and orphan. They prosper, but it is only for a moment, then the Lord will move upon them. The Psalmist kicks himself for envying them and not seeing them truly as they are. Psalms 73:6-22, 119:67-71. 

These people do prosper, and prosperity was one sign of blessing given to Moses. The “prosperity gospel” proponents forget that the Mosaic Law had two lists of either blessing or cursing, and they were determined by attitudes to the Word of God, and there was always the truth taught, that the wicked prosper for a time. Deuteronomy 28:1ff, 29:9, 30:9-10, 15-20. They had become as Sodom was, as Samaria was, and both were judged. Ezekiel 16:48-52. 

29  Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 
The refrain of verse nine is repeated here. Can they expect anything other than judgment because of these things? Psalms 82:1-7, Jeremiah 9:9, Malachi 3:5-7. The Lord is not mocked by the evil of men, especially by men who claim great things done in God’s name, yet whose lives do not back up their verbal profession. God hates hypocrisy and will judge this evil, as he judges all evil; and these principles have not changed. We need to remember that physical prosperity and wealth tell us nothing of real value about the person; the fruit of the Holy Spirit alone tells us whether a person is spiritual. Galatians 5:18-26, James 2:12-26, 5:1-6. 

30  A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; 31  The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?
Great and terrible things will happen, bringing a sense of awe and terror into the land. These dramatic things should not have been necessary, for the people ought to have turned to their Lord and Saviour earlier than this. They have been misled by their false prophets and their priests, instead of discerning the truth and falsity of the prophets and using the Mosaic Law to judge them, had applauded their “positive” words, preferring the falsehoods of evil to the truth that was harder to handle. They all preferred lies to truth, joy to the sadness that was appropriate to their evil actions. They would not confront reality and deal with their sins, for they enjoyed their pleasant lives. 

Like the American and other peoples today, who enjoy watching immoral Television programs in their homes, and then go to church and are upset if the preacher is too preachy! They enjoy the sinful lives of the rich and famous and like watching their immoral lives unfold in the women’s magazines they wait to buy each week. They envy the wealth and influence of the Hollywood crowd and want to be like them. Is it any wonder that America is judged in our day? 

Read again and remind yourself of the seven cycles of divine discipline upon nations for their evil and make your own assessment of Europe and the United States of America. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28. We will fare no better if we do not stand against the immorality that is preached in every commercial TV program that comes from there! Israel, Judah, and then Babylon, Persia, and Rome were all judged by history for less than we see on our nightly television screens. Let us be in fear for our own nations and in prayer for them every worship service. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD JUDGES STILL, AND THE REASONS REMAIN THE SAME AS THEY ALWAYS HAVE BEEN. We stand in danger with our laxness towards morality. Let us be in prayer for our nations and work through our local churches, through evangelism and biblical word by word, verse by verse, preaching, that they might be delivered from judgment.

2. EVIL LOVES COMPANY. Do not forget that evil people enjoy corrupting others, and they seek the innocent to pervert. Let us protect our children from evil men and women. Let us teach PROVERBS and other biblical precepts so that our children are protected from the corruption of this evil day. 

3. DO NOT ENVY THE “FAT CATS” OF YOUR SOCIETY. Wealth alone means nothing spiritually; it is neutral. Money is a good thing when used by those who love the Lord and many wealthy people utilize their money for great works world wide for the joy of the Lord and their blessing and others. Let us neither lust after, nor worship money and those who have it, rather let us seek the Lord’s will for us and utilize all money he enables us to earn for his glory.
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CHAPTER 6

JEREMIAH 6:1 – 8

1  O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: for evil appeareth out of the north, and great destruction. 2  I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman. 3  The shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents against her round about; they shall feed every one in his place. 4  Prepare ye war against her; arise, and let us go up at noon. Woe unto us! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening are stretched out. 5  Arise, and let us go by night, and let us destroy her palaces. 6  For thus hath the LORD of hosts said, Hew ye down trees, and cast a mount against Jerusalem: this is the city to be visited; she is wholly oppression in the midst of her. 7  As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth out her wickedness: violence and spoil is heard in her; before me continually is grief and wounds. 8  Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate, a land not inhabited.

REFLECTION
1  O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: for evil appeareth out of the north, and great destruction. 
The tribe of Benjamin needs to separate themselves from Jerusalem. Safety will not come within it’s walls but upon the hills and in the hidden ravines of the desert fringes of their land. Joshua 18:21-28, 1 Chronicles 9:2ff. They must not go to the city of Jerusalem, on their northern border, when the trumpet calls them there, but blow their own trumpet in Tekoa, their southern border. They are to light the warning signal fire in Beth Haccerem, (Betharcharma, or Jebel Fureidis, “Hill of the Franks” – it became a crusader signal outpost in the 11th century of our era) which was atop a hill half way between Jerusalem and Tekoa. At night it would stand like a beacon for the fleeing peoples of the hill country of Benjamin. Their safety will not be in the forts of either settlement, but in the deep ravines around them where they could hide and fight a guerrilla warfare against the numerically superior enemy forces. 

Tekoa was the birth place of Amos the prophet, and Jeremiah himself grew up in this countryside. He cares for these people as his own from child hood. Amos 1:1. Some of the men of these places will heed the warnings of Jeremiah and their grandchildren will serve under Nehemiah when he rebuilds the city one hundred years later. Nehemiah 3:14. The prophet’s words will not be wasted. Isaiah 55:11.  It will be hard for Jeremiah to explain what will happen to his countryside, and to see it unfold in this prophetic vision and proclaim it, but he rests in faith, knowing that the Lord will deliver some from each place as they heed the warnings of the Word to them. All they must do it hear and obey, but they must do the opposite of what those without doctrine in their hearts are doing! Salvation is so often dependent on the person swimming against the tide of his nation and doing the opposite of the crowd.

2  I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman. 3  The shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents against her round about; they shall feed every one in his place. 
Jerusalem is pictured as a lush but fragile pasture that is easily eaten up and destroyed. It looks good but does not recover from heavy grazing. Early translators added in the “woman” but it is unnecessary, for verse 3 makes it clear that grass being eaten is in view, not women being taken and abused.  

The city looks great, with many people and great financial prosperity, but it’s wealth is fragile and it will not last the assaults of the enemy for long. The siege will be a two year one, and it will show that the king had not prepared for the rigors of this form of warfare, and was not ready to withstand the assaults of the well prepared and armed and trained men of Babylon. The army of Judah will be fit and healthy, but only because they eat and the women and children are left to die of starvation. This city looks strong, but to enter in is to die; it promises safety but delivers death. 

We are reminded by these first three verses, not to judge things as men judge them, for wealth offers no security unless it is grounded in God’s Word. We must see as God sees, and identify that the Lord provides safety in his will, and that may be in the place that looks least strong of all, but with Christ is the place of refuge in the storm. Review the doctrinal study – GOD – DIVINE GUIDANCE– THE WILL OF GOD. Also refer to the study under the sub heading of CHRISTIAN LIFE – THINKING BIBLICALLY. These points will refer you to study of three chapters in the New Testament that explain this vital concept. 1 Corinthians 1:1ff, Colossians 1:1ff, and James 1:1ff. 

The enemy army will come like shepherds to graze upon the pastures of Judah and they will be ordered and systematic in their taking of everything that is there. They will prevail and all will be lost. The best men and women of the city have already gone under Jehoiachin, who surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar in order to save the city. 2 Kings 24:8-17.  

4  Prepare ye war against her; arise, and let us go up at noon. Woe unto us! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening are stretched out. 5  Arise, and let us go by night, and let us destroy her palaces.
This is the instruction here within the camp of the Babylonians, where the men of the army are impatient for battle, even ready to fight in the noon day sun, or the night against the city, so keen are they to destroy this place. There is a strong sense of moral outrage at Judah on the part of the Babylonians, for their king had spared this city twice before and would not a third time. This verse gives us the clue that the initial invasion had been a blitzkrieg and caught the people of Judah completely off their guard. The soldiers of Nebuchadnezzar were so confident that they could take the city on this first day that they clamour for an immediate attack while the Jews are still streaming into the city and the defences look unprepared to withstand an immediate onslaught. 

The soldiers call for sacrifices to be made to sanctify their attack and then call for the trumpet to blow the charge straight away. They have ultimate confidence, and they will be victorious, but Nebuchadnezzar is cautious and will wait out the siege; he will not hazard an attack with troops that though keen are tired and unfed after a fast and strenuous march for many days. He will not make the mistake of King Harold at the battle of Hastings in 1066 of our era, and lose the battle because of the tiredness and over enthusiasm of his men in launching an attack at a perceived weakness of the enemy’s defences.  King Harold lost England to the Normans as a result of one battle where he didn’t feed his men and rest his men, but rushed to complete the Norman defeat, and so was himself defeated.
6  For thus hath the LORD of hosts said, Hew ye down trees, and cast a mount against Jerusalem: this is the city to be visited; she is wholly oppression in the midst of her. 
The shock of this verse is that the Lord himself is fighting for Nebuchadnezzar against the city of Jerusalem! The careful planning of the king, his caution and thorough preparation of the siege indicates a quite confidence and surety in all things. He is taking the Lord’s direction and doing things in accordance with a plan that is not of his making. Judah is facing the unthinkable; that their God is assisting their enemy to destroy them! 

The Lord’s instruction is for a thorough preparation of the siege to be started, with siege mounds and ramps built with timber framing and consolidated earth and stones, ready to launch siege engines against the walls. The reason for the Lord’s planning to destroy them is then given again. There is nothing but oppression within the walls of this city. God’s judgment is being “visited” upon them because of the evil within these walls. It is this reason that is behind the warning to flee from the city not to it! 

There is no safety amongst the strongest fortifications if the people defending them are evil. God does not fight for evil. The Babylonians are not good people, but they will be used to discipline Judah’s evil, and then they win turn will receive judgment, for they go to far themselves into evil. Around this time Nebuchadnezzar himself has become a believer and so is under the protection and guidance of the Lord and will be used to protect Jeremiah, whose own life path calls for him to be within the city through the siege and suffer with the people to whom he preaches. Daniel 4:23-37. 

7  As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth out her wickedness: violence and spoil is heard in her; before me continually is grief and wounds. 
When a fountain or cistern is dirty the way to cleanse it, is simply to keep the water flowing out of it so that the dirty and polluted water is taken away and only the new clean water is left within it. Isaiah 57:20. This is what will occur. The walls of the city will be breached and the people will flow out to captivity where they will be cleansed of all their evil practises. James 3:10-18. 

Only the believing remnant will return and the nation will be rebuilt in righteousness.  They have refused the purifying of the Word of God. They will not hear Jeremiah as their grand fathers heard Isaiah, and so there will be no deliverance for them as there was for their ancestors. They are all depending on history repeating itself, but the recent two successful captures of Jerusalem by the Babylonians will be what repeats on them. Psalms 55:9-11, Ezekiel 22:1-12, Micah 2:1-10. They have grieved the Lord by their sins and so they will have their full of grief to ensure all sin is dealt with as it needs to be. Ephesians 4:25-32.

8  Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate, a land not inhabited.
The order is direct and clear. They must now be instructed in truth or they will lose more. God may yet tear himself away from them and leave them to the dustbin of history. They must repent as they face these great evils or all will be lost. They need to face reality now, for they have hidden from it now for over 140 years and grace has reached it’s limit. There will be a few left behind in the land to tend the grapes and other fruit trees, but there will be few left and the land will be like a wilderness, but it will not be totally desolate and depopulated, and the people will return because they will repent and so they will recover as a nation. There will be hope in their salvation. Leviticus 26:23-26, Psalms 2:10-12.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. SAFETY IS OFTEN IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION THAT CARNAL MAN BELIEVES IT TO BE. The only safe place is where God wants us, and the only safe path is the one the Lord calls us to walk. The trumpet of alarm will sound and the people will gather in Jerusalem, but it will lead to their death or captivity. The walls are high and strong, but not enough to withstand this siege, for the Lord is against them.

2. WEALTH IS AS FRAGILE AS THE GRASS.  Jesus has compared our beauty to the grass and flowers of the fields, here today and tomorrow gone. All beauty, strength and power is like the fragile flora and we need to refocus our attention on the things that last rather than the things that decay away through time. All things are good when used for the Lord and done to serve him, but they are worthless if used only for ourselves.

3. ENTHUSIASM IS SECONDARY TO WISDOM. We are to be guided by wisdom, never by our feelings, for the best feelings may open us to the greatest defeats. Nebuchadnezzar could have lost his entire army under the walls of this city had they attacked too soon. He wanted a thorough victory, not a quick one. We need to keep our eye on the goal and not seek the “easy” victories for they tend to be costly and/or dangerous.  

4. DIRT IS CLEANSED BY WASHING AWAY. Our lives need to be cleansed by the washing of the water of the Word of the Lord. Let us ensure we are washed clean by the Word, or we will be wiped away by disaster.

JEREMIAH 6:9 – 20

9  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel as a vine: turn back thine hand as a grape gatherer into the baskets. 10   To whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it. 11  Therefore I am full of the fury of the LORD; I am weary with holding in: I will pour it out upon the children abroad, and upon the assembly of young men together: for even the husband with the wife shall be taken, the aged with him that is full of days. 12  And their houses shall be turned unto others, with their fields and wives together: for I will stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD. 13  For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 14  They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 15  Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. 16  Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. 17  Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 18  Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them. 19  Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. 20  To what purpose cometh there to me incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country? your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me.
REFLECTION
9  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel as a vine: turn back thine hand as a grape gatherer into the baskets. 

The remnant will be saved but they will be put through a thorough purifying process by the enemy. There will be few survivors and they will be like the “gleanings of the fields”, with far fewer than ten percent left alive in the end. Even the furtherest branches will be stripped clean of their grapes; nothing will be left behind that is of any value at all. Everything of value will be placed in the baskets of the Babylonians and will be taken away to Babylon. 2 Kings 24:14, Jeremiah 52:28-30. When we consider the large numbers of people in the land the pitiful number of captives tells us just how many died in the sieges of the cities of the land. There was a terrible slaughter for so few to go into captivity, even if Jeremiah is only counting the leadership rather than the ordinary people of the land, there are few survivors.

10   To whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it. 
Using the words Moses used of himself, the prophet notes that he has a sense of being unprepared and unable to get people to listen to him. Exodus 6:29-30. It is crucial that the message goes out, that the people may be without excuse, but how can I make them hear, asks the prophet? Isaiah 28:7-15, Ezekiel 3:18-21, 33:3-11. The prophet must seek the best ways of getting his message across, but he is called to speak and challenge the people that they must hear. Leviticus 26:40-45. When they hear the words of the prophet and hear him claim them as “words of the Lord” they pour scorn on the prophet and the words; they despise, scorn and reproach the Word of the living God. 

11  Therefore I am full of the fury of the LORD; I am weary with holding in: I will pour it out upon the children abroad, and upon the assembly of young men together: for even the husband with the wife shall be taken, the aged with him that is full of days. 12  And their houses shall be turned unto others, with their fields and wives together: for I will stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD. 
The prophet now feels the rage of the Lord towards these people; he feels how hurt, angry and affronted God is at the attitudes of these people. They have insulted the one who has given them everything and who demands correct respect and obedience in matters that are foundational. There will be total judgment, from old to young, for all have sinned and rejected the Lord. No mercy will be shown for the people have sinned greatly before their God.  

All have sinned here, for those who could have been saved and delivered have been beforehand, or are saved by hiding through the invasion itself. They will all be judged, from the oldest to the youngest, the great to the insignificant, male and female. The houses they spent so much time in building up and beautifying will be turned over to others, and their fields will be reaped by the enemy, and their wives will be handed over to others for their sexual pleasures. It is a terrible picture, but it is the reality of invasion and the break down of law and order after disasters. Rape, murder and theft become the norm as a society falls apart. 

13  For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 
The reason for the judgment is that the people have been disobedient and corrupt, with their lives ruled by their lusts for things of others; they have coveted other people goods, positions, status, wives and money. Their lust has enflamed them and they have been evil in their dealings with each other. The city has fallen apart long before the enemy troops break in and kill the survivors. The prophets and priests ought to have been honest and told the truth, but they have told lies and deceived the people they were supposed to serve in truth. Isaiah 56:9-12, Ezekiel 22:25-31, Micah 3:1-8, 9-12, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 4-16.  

14  They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 
They pretended to heal the wounds of the people, but their lies ensured that the healing was false and inadequate for real solution. To pretend to heal a wound is worse than to do nothing, for by pretence you may hinder the person receiving real assistance and the delay may prove fatal to the patient. These people are evil in their work and result. They lied, saying there would be peace when there was none, and so they deceived the people into false security when they needed to take dramatic actions to save themselves. To pretend there is nothing wrong when there is disaster unfolding is a great evil. This is the evil that continues and is Satan’s main technique to deceive and mislead the foolish. Jeremiah 4:10, 5:12, 14:13, 23:16-17, 28:1-4, 15-17. 

Hananiah was killed by the Lord quickly, but many of these false prophets lived on in prosperity until the collapse of the city. False prophets do prosper for a time, for their message is good and pleasant, and people want good news not bad. We are called to preach the truth not a lie, for the truth may depress for a time, but there is recovery with the truth, there is only discouragement with lies. Ezekiel 13:22-23.    

15  Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. 
Lies always bring shame and embarrassment when you are caught out, but you may feel no shame while it appears you are getting away with your sins. These people are proud and haughty about their sins and feel no shame at their immorality. They mock those “prudes” who call their acts sin, yet the day will come when they will fall dead in the street, cut to pieces by the enemy, killed because of the very sins they ignored. Proverbs 29:1, Isaiah 10:4, Ezekiel 7:6-9, 14:9-11, Matthew 15:11-14.  

16  Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. 
The message of repentance has been very clearly taught but they would not listen, nor would they change their lives as thoroughly as was needed to change the course of their history. They have been travellers on the highways of life and they have chosen the wrong paths, and they need to admit their error and change their direction and return to the path they have forsaken. Deuteronomy 32:7, Isaiah 8:18-20, Malachi 4:4, Luke 16:29-31, Romans 4:1-6, 1 Corinthians 14:32. 

If a person speaks for the Lord they will always back up the revealed scriptures, never will they go against them. There is rest for the soul of mankind only in the truth of the Lord and in relationship with the Saviour. Isaiah 28:12, Matthew 11:28-29, 21:28-44. The message has been direct, just as it is to us, and they have said, “NO!” There is no hope for those who reject hope. 

17  Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 
The Lord had set watchmen over the nation, men like Jeremiah who would tell them the truth about the dangers they are in. Ezekiel 3:17, Habakkuk 2:1. The Lord always has some in every generation who are called to be watchmen for their nation; men and women called to tell the truth to their nation and stand against the odds and proclaim the truth irrespective of the consequences for them. There was no lack of instruction for the people, or lack of clarity with Jeremiah especially. Listen to the sound of the trumpet, he had told them, this was the sound of warning, but the people had said, they would not listen for the sound of warning! They didn’t want to know. Amos 3:1-8, Zechariah 7:11-12. 

18  Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them. 
This is the formal announcement that the Lord’s words are coming through the prophet and that they have now no excuse for refusal. Deuteronomy 29:24-28, Psalms 50:4-6, Micah 6:5. The nation of Israel is reminded that it was placed amongst the nations, not as the largest, nor the most powerful, but as the light bearers of the Lord amongst the peoples of the earth. They have failed to be the people “amongst the nations that they were intended to be and so their light will be trimmed back in order that it might be made bright again through exile. Matthew 5:11-16, Romans 11:1-27. The nation Israel pictures God’s grace writ large; for they have been brought back from Egypt, back from Babylon and Assyria, and they will be brought back from all the nations of the earth finally. Refer to the topical study of ISRAEL.

19  Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. 
All the earth is asked to bear witness to the decision of the Lord God to discipline Israel and to testify to the righteousness of it. The reasons for the judgment are given here. Evil will come upon them for they have chosen the path of evil and it is simply the consequence of their choices over many years. Keep on remembering that the Lord has waited for over one hundred years to deal with these people. There is no unrighteousness with God; he loves these people and only moves against them when there is no hope for anything else. The great evil that will unfold in the invasion will indeed be terrible, but it is the natural consequence of their choices through time. When you choose evil the results will be evil: when you choose the path of evil men, they will choose your fate, and it will be as evil as they are. 

These people had rejected the truth of God’s Word and turned aside to the pagan religions that surrounded them. These vile faiths practised all forms of sexual perversity as part of their nature religion, fertility rites and worship of the “mother goddess”, and these involved child sacrifices! What would unfold in the invasion by the still pagan armies of Babylon would be rape, murder and all that would come from men who worshipped the fertility goddess that the Israelites had chosen above God. The Israelites would get to see what paganism does to a people first hand! Deuteronomy 4:26, 30:19-20, 32:1, Proverbs 1:24-31, 28:9, 1 Peter 3:12.

20  To what purpose cometh there to me incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country? your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me.
The people kept up formal Temple worship through this time, yet they rejected the Word of the God of the Temple. They kept burning incenses, and spent more and more money on fancy and expensive incenses so that the smoke that rose in the Temple smelled better and better. God’s assessment on religion without life reality is harsh! If a person believes they can be casual or flippant in their worship let them read the scriptures and be in fear of judgment! Our God is a holy God; he is a consuming fire! Deuteronomy 4:24, Hebrews 12:29. Saul was told that he had lost the kingship because of his unholiness and evil in consulting the medium at Endor, and the generation of Jeremiah has done so much more than this. 1 Samuel 15:23-26. God hates religion without life changing moral reality. Isaiah 66:3, Ezekiel 20:39, Amos 5:21-22, Micah 6:6-8.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WE ARE THE LORD’S WATCHERS. As preachers of the Lord’s Word we have the solemn responsibility to watch out for our nation and proclaim the evil things as such and warn of God’s judgment. 

2. ISRAEL IS NOT CAST OFF PERMANENTLY. Israel has a future, and it is a glorious one. The prophet’s Isaiah and Jeremiah give warning, announce judgment and also bring hope. Israel will yet suffer great tribulation, but she will come through with glory to God and all the nations who despise them now will praise God because of them.

3. RITUAL WITHOUT REALITY IS EMPTY. It is not our fancy worship services, nor expensive clothes and vestments that matter to God, but the Lord’s will for our lives, and holiness before the Lord in all aspects of our daily life. God seeks from us, holiness, truth, and Holy Spirit transformed lives. 

JEREMIAH 6:21 – 30

21  Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will lay stumbling blocks before this people, and the fathers and the sons together shall fall upon them; the neighbour and his friend shall perish. 22  Thus saith the LORD, Behold, a people cometh from the north country, and a great nation shall be raised from the sides of the earth. 23  They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice roareth like the sea; and they ride upon horses, set in array as men for war against thee, O daughter of Zion. 24  We have heard the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as of a woman in travail. 25  Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side. 26  O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us. 27  I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest know and try their way. 28  They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all corrupters. 29  The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked are not plucked away. 30  Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the LORD hath rejected them.

REFLECTION
As verse nineteen made clear, the life-fruit of their thoughts has been evil, because their thoughts were evil. They have treasured the evil thoughts of rejection of truth deeply within for many years and these thoughts have bourn fruit of evil fully blown. There is no surprise on the part of the prophet, but others are amazed at what has happened. They need not be, for this is a natural law of consequences working out here. These people have tried to mask their rejection of the truth by their religious excesses in emotional religion. They have made the smoke of their offerings as sweet and expensive as they can be but there is no hiding their heart and daily life reality from God. No matter how much money they spend on their religious expressions, without genuine holiness in life, their offerings are unacceptable to God. Psalms 66:18.

21  Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will lay stumbling blocks before this people, and the fathers and the sons together shall fall upon them; the neighbour and his friend shall perish. 
If you leave the cleared path of righteousness you will walk on uneven ground and so will stumble. They have dug up God’s righteous road, and so they will stumble over the rocks that they have unearthed. The stumble blocks here are the results of their own evil. The Lord will use the results of their attacks upon the true path to trip them up. Their own contempt for God’s truth will unhinge them. There will be the break down of the very bonds that hold a society together. 

The father – son and mother-daughter bonds are crucial for continuity in society, but the fathers have led their sons astray into evil practises and so both will fall together. The neighbours have led their friends astray and so all fall together, dead in the streets. The enemy will spare none in the initial attack on the city. Only in the end will they rape and then take slaves. It is a terrible fate awaiting these people but one they have chosen, for their murderers worship the same gods as they do. Nebuchadnezzar may be saved by this time, and he sets out a commando unit into the falling city to save Jeremiah, Baruch, and the saved remnant around them, but his army certainly is not saved and they initially kill all they find. Psalms 69:22-23, Isaiah 8:13-19, Ezekiel 3:18-21, 1 Peter 2:6-8.

22  Thus saith the LORD, Behold, a people cometh from the north country, and a great nation shall be raised from the sides of the earth. 23  They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice roareth like the sea; and they ride upon horses, set in array as men for war against thee, O daughter of Zion. 
How many times has Jeremiah said that the enemy will come from the North? He has clearly explained the identity of the one who will comes, just as Isaiah had foretold the doom of Israel under Babylon over one hundred years before to Hezekiah. Isaiah 39, Jeremiah 1:13-16, 5:15, 10:22, 25:9, 50:41-43. The Scythians, who will form the archers of the Babylonian army, will sweep from the “ends of the known earth” towards Jerusalem and they will be there for booty. Ezekiel 23:22-31, Habakkuk 1:6-10. 

24  We have heard the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as of a woman in travail. 
Fear will grip the armies of Judah, for they will know they have no hope to win in open warfare against this army that destroyed the Assyrian Empire at it’s height. They will try to outlast the siege, but even there they are unprepared for the short length of time that the siege will take. Luke 14:25-35. They have not calculated the cost of their rebellion against the Lord of Hosts, let alone the cost of their rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar, who had forgiven their previous two rebellions, but would not forgive their third! 

Fear is the sign of being out of the will of the Lord, or being ignorant of the will of the Lord. There is no fear in fellowship with God, for he is working his purposes out at all times in the spiritual believers life. Refer to the topic of FEAR on page 34, also CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE below. Proverbs 1:27-33, Micah 4:9-12, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4. Faith and obedience to the full knowledge of the truth keeps the believers safe in the midst of pressure situations and provides stability for the mind under the worst of troubles.

25  Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side. 
The warning is dire, for no path or any field is a safe place, for the enemy cavalry roam at will and kill all they find in the open fields. The attack of the Babylonians has been well planned, with every army group sent to the specific spots to control the countryside. They know that the people will be frightened into the fortified towns and so they have cavalry patrols everywhere combing the land for the stragglers. They are denied the use of their own land, and fear is on every side, in every field and on every road. 

Food is being cooked outside the walls in a way that entices the population inside the city and yet they are starving. The food that the enemy are eating for the first year is food grown in the land, and probably even the second year’s food for the army is food that has been taken from captured store houses in the other cities that have already fallen. 

26  O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us. 
The signs of mourning were dress and behaviours that signified abject sorrow and humiliation. They will mourn but it will be too late, for they will not accept the prophet of God’s rebuke, nor will they surrender to the Babylonians. They call themselves patriots and Jeremiah they call a traitor, yet he is telling them the truth and their prophets lie. The lie will lead to the greatest mourning possible for they have sinned beyond measure. 

It is not a bad thing to weep for your sins, in fact it may be very useful to fully feel the pain you have caused God by your evil actions, but weeping alone has no value unless it is matched by life change and genuine repentance. Tears are helpful only to clarify the heart and prepare the soul for repentance and genuine life change. These people weep and mourn but their actions have no value for they still will not face their sin and repent, nor will they believe the prophet of the Lord. 

27  I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest know and try their way. 
The role of the prophet is as a strong tower amongst his people. They can run to him and be safe if they wish to be saved. He is there as their refuge of truth in a difficult time, but he will only be able to save them if they come to him. Jeremiah, like Ezekiel, has God’s call on his life but he will only be able to fulfil his call if volition is expressed towards him and his message. Ezekiel 3:8-17. He is there to try them and find out what is truly within each of them. All pastoral ministry is a ministry of trial; for the pastor tries the heart of the people every time he stands and speaks the truth aloud to God’s people. Volition is the testing ground. When people hear the truth they are judged by their response. Acts 17:29-31. 

28  They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all corrupters. 
The people will not seek the comfort and safety that the prophet offers, because the pressure he places them under through his message will uncover their true desires, and they are not after God. They have been spiritually sick for over one hundred years. Isaiah 1:5, 31:6. They have walked after a path of slander and lies. Their pattern of life has been slander towards God’s character and lies towards their fellows. 

Walking is a picture of a pattern of life, and the pattern of their life has been evil to date., but they can still walk differently if they choose. Refer to the study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING. The problem is they are as “bold as brass”, and as set in their ways as moulded metal.  The two metals referred to are the base metals used for weapons but not fine instruments. The image has been used by the other prophets also. Isaiah 1:22-25, Ezekiel 22:18-22, Malachi 3:3. They are corrupters; that is they are people who work out the principle of corruption and decay in their lives. They destroy themselves.

29  The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked are not plucked away. 
They have been placed in the founder’s fire and burned until the pure metals (like silver) should have come off but there was only lead that emerged from the fire; the basest of all metals. They are corrupt and have pretended to be made of finer stuff but it was all pretence; for when they were tried in the fire they melted and their baseness emerged as all that there ever was. They have claimed all along that they were the “silver and gold” and Jeremiah was the base metal, but the fires prove who is true and who is false after all. 1 Corinthians 3:12-20.

30  Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the LORD hath rejected them.
They are simply “refuse silver”, waste product, and all the world will now see that this has been their nature from the beginning. Their baseness is exposed for the world to see; their hypocrisy for all men to mock them, for they claimed such great things, yet they could produce nothing. Psalms 119:113-120, Proverbs 25:2-5, Isaiah 1:22-25, Ezekiel 22:18-19, Matthew 5:13.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. STUMBLING BLOCKS OCCUR ON UNCLEARED PATHS. If we stray from God’s cleared path of righteousness we will trip ourselves up into sin. If we are tripping up often it is because we have left the right path for healthy life!

2. FEAR IS A SIGN THAT YOU HAVE MADE AN ERROR. Fear is the sign that you have walked from the path of righteousness, or are away from your destiny. If you walk with destiny you walk without fear, for the Lord guides your path and you can relax with his will for your life.

3. SAFETY IS IN THE LORD’S WILL AND PATH ALONE. There is no other place for man to be safe than in the will of God for that man’s life.

4. ADVERSITY PROVES THE REALITY OF FAITH. Let us be fearful lest the Lord prove we are false, and let us ensure by prayer, study and application of truth into daily life that we are genuine not false.

TOPICS

ISRAEL

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

CHAPTER 7

WARNINGS DELIVERED AT THE TEMPLE GATE – THE BUILDING WILL NOT SAVE THEM.

CHAPTERS 7 – 10.

The Temple of Solomon was the centre piece of the city of Jerusalem and the focus of the worship of the people. The priests had a settled accepted ritual and there were all the Psalms to sing, and at least 1000 other songs from Solomon alone. There was music, ritual, the smoke of sacrifices. There had been great evil in the Temple under Manasseh, but under Josiah the Temple had been cleaned and purified and it’s ritual restored. There was hope in this restoration, but the priesthood who ministered was the same one that had ignored the correct rituals for many decades under evil kings and so had not been true to their ancestors, or the standards of Leviticus. Revival was sadly skin deep, and the priesthood not reformed and educated about doctrine, and they made no attempt to learn.  They trusted in 400 years of history, and most of it was corrupt, and their present corruption and lack of passion for the truth will doom them.
Ezra puts the final form to the books of Moses, but they exist at this time in their original form, with accounts of the history of the people in the Temple and Palace of the king. There was plenty of evidence as to the nature of true worship, and there were all the stories of faithful men and women to draw lessons from. The people and the priests had no excuse for their ignoring of the truth for so long. Instead of drawing close to the Word of God they depended on the restored rituals like a superstitious person clings to a “lucky rabbit’s foot”. As one wag put it, the rabbit’s foot didn’t help the rabbit! As “lucky charms” are not lucky, just so, no building, or any ritual will ever preserve a people or a country from divine judgment; only the spiritual reality of genuine spiritual revival will preserve a people.

JEREMIAH 7:1- 11

1  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Stand in the gate of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD. 3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these. 5 For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour. 6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: 7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not; 10  And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations? 11 Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the LORD.

REFLECTION
1  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Stand in the gate of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD.
The Lord directly orders Jeremiah to go to the exact place he desires for the prophet to speak to the people, so that the position he stands in will illustrate his message. He is to stand at the Inner gate of the Temple where he could address all the people in the Outer Court below him. The people are going in and out through this great gate to the place of sacrifice, and are keen on their ritual, but the only “gate” to the presence of the Lord and his blessing is obedience to his Word and acceptance of his messenger. Jeremiah 23:16-21, John 10:1-18. 

The people will push past the Lord’s prophet to get on with their religious observance, yet they are missing the one thing that will save them. The date of these prophecies in chapters 7-10 is not precisely known, although they likely occur during the reign of Jehoiakim, the puppet ruler placed on the throne by Pharaoh Necho, and then confirmed by Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah will nearly be killed by the priests and the people because of thee messages, and only royal interference will save him. Jeremiah 26. This man was a weasel politician, who must have promised to serve the Egyptians and then the Babylonians and would tax his people mercilessly to keep his position. 2 Kings 23:34-37, 24:1-6. 

The writer of Kings records that the prophecies relating to the Babylonians invasion had already been given and they are likely the one we have read in previous chapters and are also the ones in the next three chapters. The people are urged to hear the words of the Lord as they enter to worship the Lord. Jeremiah will echo the words of Solomon outside the Temple he built. Proverbs 1:20-21, 8:1-3. Like Isaiah, Micah and Jeremiah’s own younger contemporary Ezekiel he is to speak whether the people will hear him or not. Isaiah 1:10, Ezekiel 2:3-8, Micah 3:1-9.

3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 
The message is the same as we have read before, and it will stay the same for the full forty years of his ministry. He must repeat and repeat the truth, again and again, saying the same thing to the people even if they ignore him every day. It was a tenacious ministry to which he was called, to ignore the feedback of the people and concentrate solely upon fulfilling the Lord’s command to him. The word is simple and concise; “amend!” Jeremiah calls the people to take the only action that will save them. From these same steps leading to the Inner Court, Jeremiah’s faithful servant Baruch will read aloud his words once the prophet himself is in jail. The message will continue to be the same; they must change their ways.  The message remains simple and concise today – we must revive our spirit in the Word through the Holy Spirit.  There is no other way for our own deliverance.
The word means to heal, restore to health, recover health, change to improve life. Proverbs 28:13-14. It is a most positive word, not at all with the negative associations that “repentance” may have. The people entering the Temple have hopefully dealt with their sins and are at least expressing positive volition in their entry into the Temple, so the prophet is positive and encouraging them to go all the way for their spiritual health. The actions they need to take are both general and specific; “ways and goings”. The concept behind “ways”, as in Zechariah 1:6, refers to general manner of life, and the word for doings, refers to specific actions that need changing to bring them fully into line with the will and Word of God. Isaiah 1:16-19, Jeremiah 18:11, 26:12-16, 35:15, Ezekiel 18:30-32, 33:1-11. 


4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these.
Jeremiah cuts straight to the point here. The false prophets have been amplifying the significance of the Temple’s worship system still operating, saying things like, “while the Temple of the Lord still has the sacrifices being offered there will be safety for Jerusalem and Judah”. They have been encouraging the people to practise “lucky rabbit’s foot faith”; that if they just keep sacrificing then they will be all right. If the people will just change their ways then they will be safe, but no amount of sacrifices will save them if they do not change their lives. The words of the prophets are “lying words”. They keep saying that the Temple and all it’s surrounding buildings are so magnificent and blessed by Solomon’s prayer that the Lord cannot leave this city to the enemy, so that as they were saved from the Assyrians, so they will be saved from all other invaders.

Note that the men who say these lies are still called “prophets”, for they have the office and are men who are members of the congregation, but they are fakes. Today is no different to these days, for we have many in our day who have the office of pastor but do not believe the Word, or if they do, they do not obey it. These false brethren are most dangerous, for they are the high profile “faces” of organized religion, and so have credibility and influence. There were always more false prophets than true in Israel, just as there are more false pastors/prophets today than true ones. Ezekiel 13:1-23.  It is their falsehoods and immoral lives that give them away. Matthew 7:15-23, also refer to Deuteronomy 13:1-5, Jeremiah 23:16, Acts 20:28-31, 2 Peter 2:1ff, 1 John 4:1. There have always been many false prophets, and we need to be alert and discerning at all times. We keep ourselves safe by being good “fruit inspectors” in obedience to the Lord’s words. Galatians 5:19-24, Ephesians 5:1-7.

5 For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour. 
The words of the prophets may yet be true! They have simply left out the condition upon which God will act to deliver them all, and that is the condition of obedience to the words of the Mosaic Law. The Mosaic was a conditional covenant, and as such depended on the people doing more than just offering sacrifices, it required obedience in life as well. Moses had made this clear. The prophets are proven false because they did not stick with the words of Moses, and any prophet who goes against the clear words of scripture is known to be false. Jeremiah 23:33-36, 1 Corinthians 14:32, 2 Peter 2:1-3. The true prophet will never call people away from the worship of the Lord, Deuteronomy 13:1-5, and what they say will always be testable and specific. Deuteronomy 18:20-22, Jeremiah 28:9. The fruit of a genuine prophet’s work will always be holiness on the part of their hearers. So Jeremiah spells out to them the results that God expects from the preachers work; he expects them to heal their actions and deal honestly and righteously with their neighbours. 

6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: 
The sin “problems” they have are at the serious end of the scale! In days where there were no police forces to keep order, each person took actions and the judges at the town gate decided on the legitimacy of the action taken. The judges are part of the corrupt business practices of the land and work with their wealthy neighbours to get money from the innocent and them condemn them for technical reasons. Justice cannot be expected from their courts, for the men involved act to get money for themselves. God hates financial, judicial and political corruption. 

Those involved in it need to be careful of judgment, for the Lord will judge them and their land. Notice the great evils that are occurring here. They oppress the foreign visitors coming to the land, possibly to worship at the Temple. They extort money from them and even kill them to get more of their money. The orphans and widows were to be especially protected by the people, and were to be the judge’s special care, but they are seen as “easy money” and stolen from. They pass judgments on innocent men and have them killed to silence the word of truth. Then they top it all off by going off and worshipping foreign gods. Psalms 82:3-7.

7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 
If they do these simple things, and turn away from their evil ways, then the Lord will bless them. It is very straight forward and simple. They must do what has been required since Moses day and stop their evil ways. As we say in our day, “this isn’t rocket science!” The land was given permanently to Israel, but they will be temporarily relieved of it for seventy years this time, for two thousand lunar years the next time. Deuteronomy 4:39-40, Jeremiah 17:19-27.

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit.
Their trust has been in “lying words”. Unless they are obedient to the truth they will be destroyed, just as the prophet says to them.  There is no gain from a lie, for it produces only deceit, and all that is built on deceit is built on an insecure foundation. Ezekiel 13:1-12.

9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not; 
The question is direct and to the point. What does the nation expect if they continue to do things that are evil? Is there anything they have not done? They have gone down a path that has only one result. Note the evils being done in this city and land, lest any feel sorrow for these people when the axe falls upon them. Theft, murder, adultery, false witnessing against the innocent, and false worship practises towards other gods. They have broken the entire Ten Commandments! Exodus 20:1-17. Refer again also to 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Galatians 5:19-25, Ephesians 5:3-12. God’s standards have not changed, and we need to be obedient or we will fall under the same judgment as these people did.

10  And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations? 
Were we saved by grace to mock God’s holiness? Were we saved by mercy and grace to abuse the love of God? Do we insult the sacrifice of the Cross? All these questions apply to us directly, but they applied to these people also, for they stood before the Temple with the sacrifices speaking of grace, mercy and love, but also of holiness before the Lord. 

All this was ignored by the people, just as careless people today ignore the holy demands of a righteous God. We need to stand before the Lord our God and bow before him as sinners, recognize our sins and do real business with our Lord. Isaiah 1:10-20, Hosea 4:1-6, John 13:26-30. 

The last words regarding Judas as a part of the band are haunting; he walks out into the night. This is the lot of all who walk away from the Lord and his Word. These people believed they were able to stand before God and the priests and declare that they were innocent of these things and they would be believed. Some may have believed them, but they were false and their words covered great evil, but not from God. 

11 Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the LORD.
The Lord himself would quote this verse, and it’s prophetic significance would be seen clearly by all, for it was less that forty years before the Temple was destroyed from the date of Jeremiah saying these words, and the same would apply to the Lord’s quoting of this verse. As we saw above, the first warnings were given by Jeremiah in 626 BC and the Temple was destroyed in 586 BC. Jesus would speak the words recorded here in 30 AD and in 70 AD the Temple would be destroyed. These people had acted as violent robbers of their own people, yet they gathered in the Temple courts to praise the God whose words they ignored or broke. It was all hypocrisy and God serves notice through his prophet that eh sees it all and is not impressed by their acting. Matthew 21:13, Mark 11:17, Luke 19:45-46, John 2:16, Hebrews 4:12-13. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD HATES HYPOCRISY. God seeks honesty before him in worship and in daily life.

2. GOD IS HOLY AND DEMANDS HOLINESS FROM HIS SERVANTS. We cannot serve the Lord other than in holiness and truth. If we think and savour the thoughts of evil in our hearts the Lord will not even hear our prayers. We need holy lives before him if we are to serve him upon the earth.

3. WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE THE LORD WITHOUT FEAR OR SEEKING FAVOUR OF THE POLITICIANS OF THIS WORLD. We are to speak truth and make a public show of the truth. All that is to be said is to be publicly said, with no secret deals or special arrangements with power hungry men and women.

4. DO NOT BE AFRAID OF REPETITION. The truth remains the truth and godly people never mind hearing the Lord’s word repeated, for they love his counsel.

5. THE FALSE PROPHETS HAVE ALWAYS OUTNUMBERED THE TRUE. It is not numbers that prove the truth of what is said. God’s men have tended to be in the minority yet they were always true, even when the majority went against them. Let us hold truth though all else withdraw from it.

6. BLESSING IN TIME IS CONDITIONAL ON OBEDIENCE IN TIME. If we do not obey the Word of the Lord then we will not be blessed through the Word of God.

JEREMIAH 7:12 - 20 

12  But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. 13 And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not; 14  Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. 15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim. 16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee. 17 Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. 19 Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces? 20 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched.

REFLECTION
12  But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. 
We always have evidence of how God will act in our life and nation. All we need to do is look back and see what he has done in and through history and we will see what he will do in our day. God’s holy character is stable and dependable and all we need to do in times of doubt is refer to the doctrine of the holy character of God and read through about his attributes and then ask ourselves, “what would such a holy God do?” Refer to page 68 the doctrinal study of GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD. 

Shiloh had been the resting place of the Ark of the Lord when the people entered the land. It had been a thriving community but had become a wasteland by this day, where even the Arabs moved through rather than staying. It was the first place that the Ark stayed, and the place that Samuel came and served from, yet the priesthood declined and became corrupt and the land was punished and Shiloh was bereft. Joshua 18:1-9, Judges 18:30-31, 1 Samuel 1:1-28, I Samuel 4:1 – 7:3. 

Note Samuel’s words to the people once the Ark was returned, and note that the overjoyed people of Beth Shemesh were still judged for their light and disrespectful treatment of the Ark. God is a holy God and the words of Samuel from seven hundred years before are being repeated by Jeremiah. Even Samuel’s sons betrayed their father’s trust and became corrupt in their work, as Levi’s sons had been beforehand. 1 Samuel 2:12-17, 22-36, 8:1-3. The Lord’s standards remain true and dependable, and if men ignore them they die under judgment, for God is not mocked. Psalms 78:56-64.  The standard operating procedure of the Lord remains the same – obey and be blessed, or be judged.
13 And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not; 
Judgment is coming because of their persistence in “doing all these works” of evil. Repentance would have turned this judgment away at any point, for God is merciful, and would have forgiven them at any point, all they had to do was change their minds and lives. There have been plenty of prophets, who rose early and spoke late; in mornings and evening, at all points in every day there was witness to the truth for Israel, and at all times in their history there were the words of the prophets written out for them to read and understand the dealings of God with the people through the years. Ezra finally puts the history books of the Old Testament together, and uses documents from this time, for Samuel recorded his dealings with Israel as a standing warning to later generations. 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, Nehemiah 9:25-37, Hosea 11:2-7, Zechariah 7:11-14, Matthew 23:37-38.


14  Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. 
The warnings given by Jeremiah here simply repeat the earlier ones that we have seen, but also the very words of the King who built this Temple, Solomon himself. Read through his second dedication prayer in 1 Kings 9:1-9. Solomon himself ignored this direct revelation of the Lord and through sexual lust went astray into evil. 1 Kings 11:1-13. All these things are recorded for our own warning, for we, just like these men, may grow cold or foolish if we walk away from obedience to the Word of the Lord. 2 Chronicles 7:12-22.


15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim. 
From the Psalms of Asaph, who wrote about the destruction of the Temple we hear the story of the fall of the nation. Psalms 74: 1-23, 78:1ff. The people will be scattered, just as Moses and all after him had said they would be because of their disobedience. Deuteronomy 28:64-68. As it was said, just so it was done. God is dependable as to his character and will do all that he has promised, for good or ill, depending on what we allow him, by our disobedience or obedience. Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 29:24-29, 30:1-20. 

The “deal” is clear, and applies forever; if man will obey the Lord his God, then there will be spiritual blessing for him upon the earth, and eternal rewards thereafter. The people of Judah could look back one hundred and twenty years before to see the entire nation of Israel taken into captivity because of their sin, and yet even seeing this reality they persisted in their evil. Let us examine ourselves in this matter, for do we ignore the clear direction of the Lord regarding some private sin that we cherish more than holiness before our God?


16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee. 
Jeremiah is told to stop praying for these people, for they will not be delivered. Jeremiah will continue to pray for the deliverance of those who do respond, but from this point on, circa 609 - 605, he knows that there is no hope for Jerusalem and the Temple. Jeremiah now faces the toughest test for any teacher, for he knows that all he teaches will fall on fallow ground, and few will be saved in the land. What he starts to see as he goes on is that his words will bear fruit amongst the exiles under Ezekiel, and that prophet will draw strength from his words. The audience he could see rejected him and finally it would appear, kill him, yet he has many readers down the centuries who have been blessed by his words.  It is a warning to us all, that we are to hold to truth and not look at immediate results of our work, but to the long term results, even through to years after our death! Do we have this perspective? Are we engaged in work that will have a lasting legacy? This is our role, like Jeremiahs.
 Jeremiah 11:11-14, 14:11-12, 15:1-2, 18:19-23, Ezekiel 8:6-18. 

17 Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. 
The people are told to open their eyes towards the streets of their city and see what is happening there. The people are worshipping the “Queen of Heaven” and taking food offerings to the pagan temples that exist in the city and outside it. Paganism has been restored alongside the true worship in the Temple. These people’s religion has certainly brought their family all together, with the children, their mothers and fathers all involved in the pagan rituals. The “family oriented” nature worship was the bloodless system opted for by many, rather than the blood soaked altar in the Temple. The Temple worship was awful, and it was meant to be, but all the children were to be taken there and told of its significance. 

The reality of the destructiveness of sin and the need for sacrifice was not to be hidden from the children when they were old enough to understand it. These people have rejected the blood and opted for the religion of Cain. Genesis 4:3-7. These people wanted pleasant and “nice” rituals, but like Cain, who started this trend, they quickly would desire the prophet’s blood when he corrected or challenged them. It is an amusing fact that those who cry for peace most often, tend to be the most likely to try to kill you if you oppose them. They will see that their pleasant religion brings great evil. Deuteronomy 32:31-40.  Satan’s alternative to the truth always does bring greater and greater evil as its result.
19 Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces? 
Why do they not shame themselves? How is it that they are not ashamed of themselves over these matters? Their arrogance is staggering, yet today’s liberal church attendees express the same thoughts as these compromise believers who mix truth with paganism. They also celebrate other gods and are baffled as to why the “fundamentalists” are upset with them. They will punish themselves by all this evil. There is no hope for them, for they have gone after what was right in their own eyes, rather than what the Lord had told them was right to do. Daniel 9:3-19.

20 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched.
The warnings of Moses and all the prophets have been ignored and so they will face the total destruction that idolatry produces. They have felt that they could get by with their actions but the Lord has over ruled them and said, “no” they will not. The destruction will be upon everything within the land; all the animals will be eaten by the enemy army, the trees used for fire fuel, or siege ramps, and the fruit trees and grape vines will be harvested by the enemy. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD’S WARNING WORDS ARE TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. If the Lord says “no”, we had better respond fully to those words and be attentive to his direction.

2. IT IS PERSISTENCE IN SIN THAT LEADS TO JUDGMENT. At any point these people could have been delivered; all they had to do was repent and change their behaviours.

3. PLEASANT RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY MAY BE WRONG! These people opted for pleasant rituals, that were not immoral as such, and that worshipped the “queen of heaven”, the earth mother. It was all very pleasant and family oriented, but it was all so pagan and wrong. God does not call us to pleasantness but to truth. 

JEREMIAH 7:21 - 28  

21  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh. 22  For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: 23  But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you. 24  But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward. 25  Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them: 26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck: they did worse than their fathers. 27 Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them; but they will not hearken to thee: thou shalt also call unto them; but they will not answer thee. 28  But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of the LORD their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth.

REFLECTION
21  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh. 
All the religious observances in the world will not help these people unless they return in heart and actions to righteousness and holiness before their Lord. The sacrifices were commanded to Moses, and so the words here need to be reflected upon. God is not saying don’t offer burnt offerings, for they were commanded. But they are told not to offer them without life change and holiness of actions towards their brethren. 

Remember as you read these words also, that they have added new offerings and are doing them to pagan gods. None of this was commanded, rather it was forbidden. The true sacrifices spelled out in Leviticus were to be offered only by the priesthood and they alone ate of them. No matter how many unauthorized sacrifices are offered they will have no meaning, and even the authorized ones will be useless unless there is heart and life change by the people. Isaiah and Amos had said all this over 120 years before. Isaiah 1:10-20, Amos 5:21-27.

22  For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: 
The sacrificial system was useless without conversion from sin to righteousness. Sacrifice without repentance was simple hypocrisy, nothing more, and that is what it had become. God hated all that they were doing, for it was evil hypocrisy, play acting to appear religious and righteous, yet in fact honouring pagan gods and goddesses. 1 Samuel 15:22-23, Psalms 40:6, 50:8-23, 51:16-19, Hosea 6:6. 

23  But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you. 
The promise to bless, was, as we have seen many times, conditional. If they would walk with their Lord they would be blessed, but if they would not obey they would not be blessed, but rather judged. To be their God the Lord had to be obeyed, not just spoken of as such. Confession of faith was not enough to save, only life changing profession measured up. There was no “easy believism” in Israel. If faith did not work out in life that “faith” was considered hypocrisy and the person a phoney. Exodus 19:5, Leviticus 26:12, Deuteronomy 26:16-19, 27:9-10, 28:1-2. 

Saul disobeyed the direct command of the Lord and the kingdom was taken from him and his phoney apology, (sorry he had been caught out) and hypocritical reasons for disobedience, were swept away by the prophet Samuel’s words. 1 Samuel 15:12-29. God hates hypocrisy and all play acting religion is despised by the Lord.  It is genuine life change that the Lord seeks of us. The conditional covenant was clearly spelled out for all Israelites to understand; it still applied in Jeremiah’s day. The choice was the nations and the individuals within it. 

Remember that they were under a grace covenant also, and the Lord has been gracious, with judgment delayed for over forty years since 624. We too are under a grace covenant, and while we have unconditional salvation, we do not have unconditional peace of mind (fruit of the Spirit), nor unconditional blessing. We have the fruit of the Holy Spirit by walking with the Spirit only, and we have blessing through obedience to the Lord only. Remember the clearly taught principle of the Lord, to hear and obey the Lord is always better than sacrifices, even the most self denying sacrifices. Psalms 40:7, 50:8ff, 51:18, Isaiah 1:11ff, Jeremiah 6:20, Amos 5:22.

24  But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward. 
They have not regarded as important, nor taken the attentive care to hear the Word of God. They thought that their Bible studies were optional things, and that even if they heard, that they could ignore the truth. Notice the decline identified here in this verse. Firstly they didn’t hear and apply the words of God, then they no longer took God’s words seriously at all; they were no longer hungry for them. They replaced the principles of the Word of God with evil imaginations, and then in their behaviours went backwards spiritually rather than forwards. 

There is no standing still in spiritual matters, for you either advance in spirituality through obedience daily to the Word of God, or you go backwards into carnality by disobedience. Refer to the doctrinal study CHRISTIAN LIFE – BACKSLIDING AND RECOVERY below, and also CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY. Psalms 81:8-16, 106:6-48. The Psalmist, like Jeremiah looks for the people’s “Amen”, as a sign that they agree and are ready to make the changes needed to be delivered.

25  Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them: 26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck: they did worse than their fathers. 
Keil and Delitzsch, in their great commentary on the Old Testament say, “But they have not regarded that which was foremost and most cardinal in the law. They hearkened not.” (Volume 8, Page 165). As Psalms 81 and 106 had made clear, they have had a constant stream of prophets who have recalled them to Moses’ words, for they are God’s words, yet they have not heard them. Each generation has resisted the preaching of the prophets more and more, “hardening their necks”. Exodus 32:9, 33:3-5, 34:9, Deuteronomy 9:6-13, 10:16, 2 Chronicles 30:8, Nehemiah 9:16-31, Isaiah 6:9-11, Acts 7:51-60. The phrase “stiff necked” is still used to describe a person who is so determined to resist the truth that they will do anything to avoid confronting it’s claims on their lives, even to the murder of the preacher. Jesus parable highlights their attitude. Matthew 21:33-46.

27 Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them; but they will not hearken to thee: thou shalt also call unto them; but they will not answer thee. 
Jeremiah is told bluntly that he will not be heard, nor obeyed by the people, but he is still to preach faithfully to them. He is called to speak bluntly and to ignore the response or “feedback” of his hearers. Today’s preachers are often taught to run questionnaires with their people to find out what they want to hear. This is non-biblical and counter to all the commands of scripture, for as the Lord’s servants we are called and commanded to speak all that THE LORD GOD COMMANDS us to speak and not to be swayed by any appeals to soften the words, nor go off into more pleasant topics. 

Jeremiah knew this from the first day of his call but the Lord repeats this so that he is not overwhelmed by sadness at the task. His assurance that this is the Lord’s will, must overwhelm the sadness he feels for the people who reject him. We are all called to value the Lord’s opinion only; the opinions of mankind are irrelevant to Biblical ministry! Jeremiah 1:7-10, 26:1-9, 12-15, 16-24. Ezekiel had the same calling, as did the early apostles, and so do we! Ezekiel 2:3-8, 3:4-18, Acts 4:8-31. We are to speak the Word of the Lord with boldness; if we cannot or will not, then we are to question whether we are his at all, but we are to know that we are not his preachers, for his preachers pay attention to HIM alone.  Zechariah 7:5-14. 

28  But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of the LORD their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth.
Jeremiah was to tell them the truth about their nature and therefore their chosen destiny. As we select our path in life we select our destiny. These people rejected truth, and so the protection that truth gives will depart from them and they will be bereft of hope, for that is the natural result of rejection of truth. Psalms 50:17-23. All we see in the day of judgment that this is a nation that hates their God and these are people who have rejected correction, and so they will be people without truth to guide them, until they repent and turn back to the Lord, acknowledging their sins and turning to the truth. Proverbs 1:7, Micah 7:2-10.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. REPENTANCE FROM SIN AND TURNING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS BRINGS BLESSING AGAIN. These people can be saved still, but their clock of judgment is ticking, and unless there is real change they will all perish. The early two deportations are gracious deliverance for the believers of the nation, although they do not see that the loss of everything material has actually saved them from worse. The survivors left behind will have another twenty years to repent, but they will fail to do so and so they and the children born to them through this time will die or be enslaved.

2. RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE IS IRRELEVENT UNLESS THE HEART AND LIFE ARE RIGHT BEFORE GOD. God seeks honesty and truth, not words of hypocrisy and lives that speak of self centeredness only.

3. BLESSING IS CONDITIONAL UPON OBEDIENCE. This is a principle that flows all throughout the history of mankind, from the Garden of Eden until the Great White Throne Judgment and the End of time itself. Genesis 2:15-17, Revelation 20:11 – 21:1.

JEREMIAH 7:29 - 34 

29  Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high places; for the LORD hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath. 30  For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their abominations in the house which is called by my name, to pollute it. 31  And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart. 32  Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no place. 33  And the carcases of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; and none shall fray them away. 34 Then will I cause to cease from the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the land shall be desolate.”

REFLECTION
29  Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high places; for the LORD hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath. 
There is finally a generation that goes too far; that refuses to heed the warnings of the past and actually goes beyond their ancestors in hatred and despising of the true way. The passage in scripture that comes to mind here is the so called “four generation curse” passages in Exodus 20:4-6, Deuteronomy 5:8-10. Re-read these verses and reflect upon the nature of the curse, for it rests solely in the area of deliberate and persistent idolatry. Not just a casual worship of things other than God, but a real commitment of energy to them and a rejection of God, even to a hatred of the real God. It is this that we see operating in Judah in Jeremiah’s day and in our own godless days. 

Reflect pastor, reflect upon the “godless” nature of our day, and you will see it is not god-less, for men and women today spend their time and energy going after and worshipping all manner of “gods”. Just so was it in Jeremiah’s day, and the people were not characterized by ignorance of God, but hatred of all that God and his Word stood for. Speak to a liberal or agnostic today and most will express irritation and anger finally towards any who make the claims of God upon them clear. 

This final generation of the kingdom of Judah had reached the ultimate level of hatred towards God and his Word; they resented the presence of the prophet and despised his words, and they did not want to move from their chosen path, nor would they return to the days of Josiah, for they had found a better “accommodation” between their religious preferences and the Temple worship. 

They wanted synchronistic religion, and would not have a bar of any fundamentalism, nor would they tolerate any exclusive demands upon them by a wild fanatic prophet. They covered their evil under the banner of nationalism, calling themselves patriots, and internationalists, and accusing Jeremiah of being as traitor in his relationship with Babylon, and a separatist in his exclusive attitude towards religion. 

We chose our company still over these matters; for God calls us to stand against synchronicity in religion, and he calls for the separation that is appropriate for ambassadors of the court of heaven in the midst of a foreign land. We may love our country but we are ambassadors of another place and are not meant to be distracted by the politics or nationalism of our particular country, for we have a higher call, which is to pluck brands from the burning; to save our fellow citizens from Hell through the proclamation of the Gospel message to all. Refer to the studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP, then look at, NATIONS AND RACES, and also NATIONS – DESTINY OF NATIONS.

The people are told to “cut their hair”. To shave the head was an ultimate sign of mourning, or a sign of being made a slave through capture in war. Job 1:20, Isaiah 15:1-4, Micah 1:16. They are bluntly told that unless they go into mourning for their sins they will go into captivity and another will shave their heads. They are to lament their evil choices and repent of them, or they will lament their fate, by then to late to change it. Jeremiah 9:17-24, Ezekiel 19:1. This generation has forsaken the path of the Lord and so the Lord has finally forsaken them to his wrath, for there is no other alternative for them, they having exhausted all other options.  

30  For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their abominations in the house which is called by my name, to pollute it. 
The judgment has come through the evil choices of these people. They had taken the purified Temple and filled it with other gods and brought evil religions into contact with the Lord. 2 Kings 21:1-9, 10-16. Even though the restoration under Josiah looked thorough, it was only skin deep, for the people preferred the worship of the evil gods to that of the mighty God; they enjoyed the pleasure centred rituals of paganism rather than the austere rituals of truth. Satan is a marketing expert and packages his rituals and religious experiences in the best packages to appeal to the vanity and lusts of men. There was revival, but it did not last because the people preferred their old practises to God’s. Matthew 13:3-7, 19-22. The seed of the truth under Josiah was good seed, but the people’s response was faulty; they preferred the alternative, so the Lord was leaving them to their choices. Ezekiel 8:5-18.


31  And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart. 
They had gone further and further into evil practises in their playing with paganism. Evil is not static, for once you have left the path of truth the ground slopes steadily away downhill from that point. They began, as we have seen before, with the mild paganism of family libations to the fertility goddess of the earth, but very quickly they moved to Baal worship, and it is the word for the high places of Baal that is used in this verse. Numbers 22:41, 23:3, Joshua 12:17.

This worship involved committing perverse sexual acts in the grove or temple booths of the “god” and finally it involved the ritual sacrifice of children during sex to heighten the ecstasy of the “worshipper”. The idol was made of brass or bronze and a fire was lit under it and the entire idol would glow or shine, red hot. Onto it’s outstretched arms the children of the worshippers were placed and they had sex with each other, same sex, or with animals while their children were burned alive before them. This is the extent of the evil here. Let none accuse God of any evil in his judgment of these people, for they had sunk this low in child abuse. During recent disasters in the USA displaced people have been found to be committing sexual acts upon children in the very shelters opened up to help them, such is their evil. God will judge this and the nation that permits it.

32  Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no place. 
The very place where the worst of these rituals was conducted was to become the place of burial after the siege of Jerusalem, for the entire valley would be filled with burials, and the number of dead will be so great that their bodies will lie on top of the ground, for there is no room to bury them any more. The carnage of the siege is described here, and the result of the final assault on the city when the walls fall down must have been terrible to behold.  


33  And the carcases of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; and none shall fray them away. 
The dead will lie unburied and be eaten by the vultures and the crows, the jackals and the wild dogs. It is the ultimate disgrace in Judaism to be denied burial, but these people’s actions have denied them this, for they made this valley the scene of their evil, and so it is the place of their own desecration. 


34 Then will I cause to cease from the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the land shall be desolate.
There will be a literal fulfilment of the curses of Deuteronomy 27, because that is what they have chosen as a nation rather than the blessings of Deuteronomy 28:1-14. The issue is choice, and they have made their choice. Deuteronomy 28:15. Deuteronomy 28:26 is quoted by Jeremiah in Verse 33, so we are certain that it is this passage that is referred to by him. There is an end of joy and prosperity in the land for all, because these things are fruit of the God and come only through obedience to the laws of God. The choices of the people have moved them away from these joys to the curses that come from their chosen evil. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WE SELECT OUR OWN FATE AND CHOSE OUR OWN BLESSING OR CURSING BY OUR MORAL CHOICES. God’s Word is clear; there is no escape from the consequences of our freely made choices, and there can be no complaint on the part of those wicked men and women who have selected evil as their pleasant path, when it turns to judgment.

2. GOOD AND EVIL DO NOT COMBINE. There is a choice to be made between them, and if it is not made there is judgment on all who try to combine them. 

3. EVIL ALWAYS MORALLY RUNS DOWN HILL. The great evil of child abuse and child sacrifice are simply the next steps down hill morally in the worship of sex. We are surprised at the extent of abuse of children in our western societies, yet it has always been so in every society that worships the creature rather than the creator. Romans 1:22-32. Let us not be surprised at the nature of evil men and women, and let us calmly keep on giving the Gospel message to them, whether they will hear or whether they will not hear.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE - BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY

CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP

NATIONS AND RACES

CHAPTER 8

WARNINGS DELIVERED AT THE TEMPLE GATE – THE BUILDING WILL NOT SAVE THEM 

ONLY REAL FAITH AND OBEDIENCE TO THE GOD OF THE TEMPLE WILL.

JEREMIAH  8:1 - 9  

At that time, saith the LORD, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves: 2  And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the face of the earth. 3  And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil family, which remain in all the places whither I have driven them, saith the LORD of hosts. 4  Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn away, and not return?5  Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return. 6  I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. 7  Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD. 8  How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain. 9  The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them?”

REFLECTION

1  At that time, saith the LORD, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves: 2  And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the face of the earth. 

What terrible things are spoken of here? The enemy were familiar with burial rituals, and grave robbing was common in the ancient world. The tombs of the pharaohs were guarded and even then professional thieves broke into the hidden tombs to look for loot buried there. The entire city will be turned upside down by the enemy troops looking for things of wealth; every house will be systematically ransacked, and every tomb of the wealthy taken apart, the bodies linen coverings torn to shreds so that the gold, silver and jewelled items buried with them can be reclaimed. 

They will do this systematically and the area around the tombs will have the bones of the dead great kings and their courtiers and princes, all scattered about in the sunlight. It will be like a “production line, with bodies brought out of tombs, torn apart and the bones scattered around the enemy soldiers as they work through the contents of each grave and discard the bones of the dead casually about them. The will remain unburied and be the toys of the wild dogs, finally they will be burned our buried by dust and dirt over the next fifty years of desolation in the city of Jerusalem before the return of the exiles.  

These people worshipped the sun, the moon and the stars and so their bodies are spread out before them and their bones scattered. It appears that the great Kings, like David may have been spared this indignity, for Nebuchadnezzar was open to influence by Jeremiah, who he respected, but the kings like Manasseh and others were looted and their bones scattered. Even foolish Hezekiah, Isaiah 39:1-8, may have suffered this indignity. 

Notice the prophet’s description of how these people have been led astray by their paganism. Firstly they loved the worship of the celestial bodies rather than the worship of the Lord God of Israel, secondly they served these gods by acts of worship, and thirdly they walked in their ways rather than God’s. Deuteronomy 4:14-24, 17:2-7. 

Such was the seriousness of paganism that it carried capital punishment as its penalty. The nation failed to apply this consistently and so they suffered capital punishment. Their hearts were enticed by the beauty and pleasure of the paganism that surrounded them, then they entered into the pagan rituals and did them, and thirdly they lived as pagans in their daily lives. Fools think they can contain their pagan ideas but Satan’s ideas always overflow into every part of life. 

3  And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil family, which remain in all the places whither I have driven them, saith the LORD of hosts. 4  Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn away, and not return?
Suicide is condemned by scripture as ultimate lack of faith, for it expresses despair and lack of hope, whereas if the believer is alive there is hope still in God’s deliverance. Suicide is always wrong, for even in the greatest suffering there is learning for the believer, if they will pay attention to it. Suicide is forbidden, yet understood by the prophet, and many will seek death rather than life after the defeat of the nation, for so much is lost, so much trauma experienced, so many people seen murdered in the streets, so much rape and destruction.  Those who suicide today because they are “besides themselves” with depression, trauma and grief, ought not to be judged harshly by spiritual believers.  Those who are not in their right minds due to depression are to be pitied and helped, and if they die, they are to be buried with grief for their shattered families left behind.
The collapse of this nation is horrific, and more so for the survivors for they then know that it could all have been avoided; all they had to do was turn from their evil, reject the gods of other nations and worship the Lord alone.  Many take the route of suicide to escape the evils they suffer. They had the words of Moses to refer to and knew the hardships of slavery that awaited them. Leviticus 26:36-39, Deuteronomy 28:65-67. 

They will learn through slavery in exile because they would not learn in plenty, and they will learn in another land the lessons they refused to learn in their own. Deuteronomy 30:1-4, Daniel  9:3-10. The good news for them is that they will return and they will find restoration as a nation. God has not finished with them, and he is not finished with them yet. Proverbs 24:16-27, Hosea 6:1, 14:1-9, Amos 5:1-8, Micah 7:7-9, Romans 11:11-32.

5  Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return. 
Why has all this terror come upon them? It has come because of their evil; their refusal to accept the Lord’s correction. They have loved evil, and they have clung solidly to their deceit and the lies of the lives they have lived. Their tenacity in evil has led them to destruction and they have not let go their grasp on their sins. All they have had to do to be saved is let go of evil and cling instead to good. From the very beginning it has all been about their choices, and they have consistently made the wrong ones. Proverbs 4:10-23, John 5:39-47, 1 Thessalonians 5:19-24, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12, Hebrews 12:25-29. 

6  I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. 
God has spoken up till this point, and here Jeremiah breaks into the stream and notes that he has heard and responded to the words of the Lord. He has believed the Lord throughout and been honest and straight in all his dealings with these people. No-one repented of their wickedness, but each looked at the prophet and asked, “what have I done?” How commonly we hear this today! People refuse to believe that God is that serious about what they see as minor sins. They keep on living as they wish and will not be corrected. They deliberately turned to their own chosen courses with each determined to follow through on their desires and ignore the prophet of God. Psalms 14:1-2, Isaiah 30:18, Malachi 3:16-18, Luke 15:17-24, 2 Peter 3:9. 

7  Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD. 
The birds of the ancient world were looked to by more than the shamans; they were seen as tellers of the weather and if the birds behaved in a certain way the people would know of storm coming, or disaster arriving. Even today the birds are listened to by wise people when disaster comes for the birds know hours beforehand of disaster’s arrival. When the birds go quiet, a wise man takes cover! This is behind the verse here. These people can read the signs of the birds, and take the signs of nature regarding storms and disasters seriously, yet they have refused to believe the words of the prophets of the living God who made the birds and all of nature’s marvellous order. Proverbs 6:6-9, Isaiah 1:3, 5:11-24.

8  How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain. 
These people argued that they were wise, and that the words of the scribes were with them in their interpretations of the scriptures. This was true, for the lying theologians of the day of Jeremiah were liberal in their teachings, allowing all sorts of things, indicating that “the god of all nations” was with them, and that the god of Israel required no more than all the other gods, who were all the same god. They argued for synchronicity of religion; for unity of faith and acceptance and tolerance of all views. They had forgotten the demand for separation, for holiness and for truth. They claimed wisdom, but it was satanic deception, just as it remained until the days of Jesus. 

False theology has always been Satan’s main tool, for he is the deceiver first of all. Matthew 5:20-48, 23:1-33, John 9:40-41, Romans 1:22, 1 Corinthians 3:18-20. The lying pen of the scribes had turned the truth of God into a lie. They could read the words of Moses and were tasked with teaching the passages of scripture to the people, but they changed their meanings and taught falsehood, deceiving the people, who were happy in their deception, for it meant they could all continue in their worship of the hosts of heaven. 

9  The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them?
When the enemy burst in upon them they will be dismayed and baffled, yet they have had plenty of evidence that their path was wrong. These people saw the two earlier deportations from Jerusalem and yet they believed that they could hold out against the Babylonian army, the army that had taken Nineveh! It is baffling to us looking back as to how they could have been so stupid, yet they were! So are all who walk away from the revelation of God and follow the smooth talking false teachers and change the Word of God into a lie so that they can continue to enjoy their favourite sins. Deuteronomy 4:1-9, Psalms 19:7-14, 119:98-100, Isaiah 8:19-22. When the Word of God is rejected the fool who has walked away from truth has walked away from hope in disaster. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. Those who worshipped the sun, moon and stars, and have died in prosperity with lavish burial appear to have got by with their sins, but history teaches us that no-one gets by with evil. Even their burial places are not safe from the enemy, yet the poor, who served the Lord and had quiet burial according to the simple rituals of Israel rested in peace. Jeremiah is clear, BE SURE YOUR SINS WILL FIND YOU OUT. There is no rest for the wicked. 

2. ONLY FOLLOWING THE TRUTH AVOIDS REGRETS. The people of the land who had served foreign gods have great regrets when the axe falls upon them, for they know that they have no excuse before a righteous God. The only way to avoid regret is to follow after truth!

3. LYING THEOLOGY IS FROM SATAN. The enemy of truth is not the drunk on the street corner, but from the formally dressed “reverend doctor” who ministers evil in the name of good. Beware those of whom the Lord spoke, warning us that they would pervert the truth into ungodliness. Those who twist and wrest the scriptures to say things that the Lord Jesus opposed are to be avoided at the cost of your life, for to follow such people is to walk the path of death.

JEREMIAH 8:10 - 22 

10  Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every one from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 11  For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 12  Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. 13  I will surely consume them, saith the LORD: there shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away from them. 14  Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced cities, and let us be silent there: for the LORD our God hath put us to silence, and given us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD. 15  We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble! 16  The snorting of his horses was heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones; for they are come, and have devoured the land, and all that is in it; the city, and those that dwell therein. 17  For, behold, I will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed, and they shall bite you, saith the LORD. 18  When I would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me. 19  Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her king in her? Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities? 20  The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved. 21  For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. 22  Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?”

REFLECTION

10  Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every one from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 

The words here are echoes of Deuteronomy 28:30-32. They remind us that defeat in war by evil forces in the ancient world meant rape, theft of goods, and murder of all who opposed them and slavery for the survivors. These people coveted their neighbours fields and goods and wives, and it is understood by this, they took them having killed the rightful owner and husband. They have grown rich by theft and murder, and so they lose their lives to murder and their fields to theft. They reap exactly what they have sown. Isaiah 56:9-12, Ezekiel 22:23-31, 33:31, Hosea 8:7-8, 10:12-15, Galatians 6:7-9. 

11  For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 
They have put a band aid of liberal theology over the cancer of evil and so the patient has got sicker even unto death. They have pretended to have the solutions but they have lacked everything that they needed for true healing. It is a wicked thing to claim peace when there is no peace! Ezekiel 13:10-16. They have been false prophets claiming things that were not true. The penalty for a false prophet was death by stoning, and so the false prophets will die. Refer to the study on PROPHET.

12  Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. 
Were they ashamed and embarrassed about the evil abominations (idol worship rituals) that they were partaking in? The prophet answers strong, “NO, they were not!” They felt no shame at their evil in the past and so they will be ashamed and fall now amongst the rubble that the invasion has created. They will be thrown down to the earth by the enemy who will kill them all. They will all pay for their evil fully and finally, because they would not repent of their evil in time. Psalms 52:1-7, Isaiah 9:13-21, Hosea 4:1-6, Philippians 3:18-19.

13  I will surely consume them, saith the LORD: there shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away from them. 
All the blessings of productivity in the land depended upon the blessing of the Lord God, and all will be removed from them because of their disobedience. The grapes, the figs, even to the leaves of the trees will be stripped away with nothing left. Deuteronomy 28:39-46, Isaiah 5:4-7, Ezekiel 22:19-21, 24:3-14, Joel 1:9-15. There were two ways for the nation, and they took the wrong road and stayed on it unto their own destruction. These two ways both remain open today and each person selects their own path. Psalms 1:1-6, Matthew 7:13-14, 26-27. 

14  Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced cities, and let us be silent there: for the LORD our God hath put us to silence, and given us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD. 
The people respond at this point and their response is the speech of despair and hopelessness; now they realise there is no hope. The Babylonians could have felt the fear as they entered the land; they would have known there was no hope for the Judeans, for they lacked the leadership and the mental attitude that was needed to really resist and win. They had no hope as they recognized that their paralysis had to be overcome to enter the fortified cities, but they did not enter with hope, but with death. Still they did not repent. Notice their words here, for they are not words of repentance, they are words that reflect they are sorry they have been caught! 

There is a world of difference between biblical repentance and being sorry that you are caught. They blame the Lord for their state, and they feel guilt, acknowledge they have sinned, express their misery, but do not change their lives. Like the persistent sinners of the next fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD, and of the Great Tribulation period, they persist in their evil way; they seek escape through suicide, oblivion by drugs, but not deliverance through repentance. Gall is a poison and was used as a drug to tranquilize with wine in low dose, and to suicide in higher dose. Deuteronomy 29:16-21, 32:28-40, Luke 23:27-31, Revelation 6:12-17. 

15  We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble! 
Now they recognize that they were looking for peace and prosperity but they have not found it. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-5. There was no need for them to suffer as they have. They made choices that were bad and so they now confront the consequences of their own actions. They look for health, but received trouble. They wanted all to be well, for there to be a pleasant life without upset, and with their freedom to sin intact, and with a tolerant God who would have winked at their sins and let them enjoy a pleasant life. 

This is the desire of most today, and it is “normal” but wrong, for the Lord seeks honest and serious confrontation with truth, and holiness before him. People want to believe that they can cruise through life, and that they are here for enjoyment, and that they don’t need to be too serious, and that God wants them to have fun. Now there is truth here, for the Lord wants us to have JOY, but within holiness and within our tasking as servants of his. 

We are to find joy IN THE WORK assigned to us, not fun in activities that he has not called us to. We are here to work, to serve, and to live according to his standards; retirement and full relaxation awaits our entry into heaven, for it is not our purpose or destiny here! Relaxation activities here are recharges on the road of service, designed to get us up and moving faster, with more energy for the next task! You are here to work Christian, not earn enough money to retire and find a nice place to relax in! Luke 13:14, 1 Corinthians 3:13-15, Galatians 6:4, Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 1:3, 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12, 2 Timothy 4:5, Hebrews 3:13, 13:21, James 1:25, 1 Peter 1:17. 

16  The snorting of his horses was heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones; for they are come, and have devoured the land, and all that is in it; the city, and those that dwell therein. 
The enemy’s army comes first with their speedy “blitzkrieg” forces, the cavalry and chariot forces. The sounds of these forces was terrifying to all who heard it, and the actions of the archers in the chariots and the swordsmen and archers upon the great horses was ruthless. “The purpose of terror is to terrorize”, said Lenin in the early 1900s, and that has been true throughout history. The fast troops simply spread out through the land and killed everyone they met to increase terror amongst the population. The sound of the horses was the sound of terror; the sound of death for any who heard it close by. As the ground shook under them the Judeans were reminded that they didn’t have any cavalry to defend themselves, nor any way of dealing with the expert archers that accompanied the enemy forces.

17  For, behold, I will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed, and they shall bite you, saith the LORD. 
The image of destruction and ruthless, mindless death dealing activity is that of the serpent and the scorpion. No-one can speak to a scorpion and stop it biting, nor can all snakes be “charmed” by music or movement. The mindless and guiltless desire to kill is what is in view here. There will be no pity amongst the Babylonian troops for the Judeans, for they all know that these people have rebelled twice before against their king and so deserve no mercy. The army of Babylon has come to kill and capture; they come like snakes and scorpions. Numbers 21:5-9, Deuteronomy 32:24, Psalms 58:3-5, Proverbs 23:30-32.

18  When I would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me. 
The terrible despair of a suicidal person is caught here, as they face the utter hopelessness of their position. There is nothing they can do to increase their chances of survival; it is only a matter of time before their destruction and death. They still look to feel better, rather than live better, but there is no hope of success in their search. The believing prophets will also weep greatly over the pain of their fallen neighbours, but they have hope; how much worse is the sorrow of those without hope? Isaiah 1:5, 22:4, Jeremiah 10:19-20, Lamentations 1:16-17, Daniel 10:16-17, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14.

19  Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her king in her? Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities? 
There are two voices in this verse; firstly the voice of the young woman crying out in her distress as a result of the enemy’s actions, and secondly the voice of God expressing his sorrow that they left him with no alternative to this judgment. The scream of a woman pierces the night, and the screams of the women of this nation will pierce the nightmares of all survivors for the rest of their lives. No matter how long they live these screams will be burned into their minds. They scream and ask two questions, firstly, isn’t God here? Then, why is not the king in the city leading the battle? 

The last king escaped through a hole in the wall and was caught near Jericho by the Babylonian Cavalry. The cowardice of the last king and the absence of God’s protection from them are signs of their judgment, and evidence of their long distance from the righteous standards of God. God asks, why have they not turned back to righteousness before this? Like sinners everywhere, they wait just that much longer to enjoy their pleasures before changing, and they wait just too long. Deuteronomy 32:16-21.  They suffer ultimate discipline because their actions have been persistently evil.
20  The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved. 
This is one of the great sad verses of the Bible, for it expresses the truth of procrastination; that if you wait too long you are not saved. The time of fruit gathering is over and they have bourn no fruit of value and so they are judged. God gave them time to be fruitful but they were not, and so they are put in the fire. They have had opportunity and wasted it. We are reminded again, that we are here to be fruitful for the Lord in his work, and if we fail to perform we will be judged. I repeat, we are here to perform our tasking, and failure will be met by correction, by gracious time given to change, but if change does not occur we are removed from this life permanently and lose eternal reward. Refer again to the topical studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT below, and also, SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH. Matthew 25:1-13, Luke 13:22-30, 19:41-44, John 15:1-8, Hebrews 3:7-19. 

21  For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. 
The prophet Jeremiah is hurt by what he now fully knows will happen. He is crushed by grief. These people hate him and have tried to kill him many times because of his work amongst them, but he still loves them and weeps for their sinful lives that will lead to such catastrophe. His mood is blackness, and his spirit overwhelmed.  The true servant of the Lord does not hate those who hate them, rather they sadly pray for them. Matthew 5:10-12, 1 Peter 3:14-17, 4:12-16. 

22  Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?
The prophet asks
whether there is any healer, or any healing ointment in the nation left? The answer is “NO”, for the prophets and priests are meant to be the healers, and they are false, and the ointment is the reception of the Word of God, and it has been rejected. When healing is rejected there is sickness and death, and that is exactly what is unfolding before them all. The prophet’s heart is still for them however, and he would do anything to heal with sinful lives, but they will not accept the medicine for their souls. Luke 5:31-32, 8:48. They will not express faith and so they will die without hope. Jeremiah weeps and weeps over these things, for he sees their suffering and can do no more; he wishes his eyes and whole head would turn to water and become tears!

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. COVETOUSNESS KILLS THE SOUL AND OFTEN THE BODY. To desire goods, sex, money or power is to open yourself to all the evils Satan has on offer. There is no end of lusting, only death.

2.  THE BAND AID OF LIBERAL THEOLOGY ENSURES THE CANCER OF SIN WILL BE FATAL. There is no hope, no guidance, no righteousness in the theology of liberalism. 

3. DO NOT EXPECT SINNERS TO BE EMBARRASSED OF THEIR SINS. The sinner has chosen a path and our role is to preach the truth to them but recognize that they may resist the Holy Spirit and so carry on. Our character is then under scrutiny, for we must not feel hatred, anger, or bitter joy at their fate, rather the true servant of the Lord weeps for their rebellion as Jesus wept over Jerusalem. Healing comes from reception of the living Word, and if it is rejected there is no healing for sin, only judgment!

4. LIFE IS NOT FOR RETIREMENT. We are here to work for the Lord and are rewarded for our performance in eternity. Let us look to heaven for our rewards and work here with all our hearts and minds and bodies. Here in this world we relax only to refresh ourselves for the next battle; we serve as soldiers and are called to have our amour on and be ready for the next encounter for the Lord. Let us not be planning for retirement, and seeking pleasant and comfortable lives, but rather walking prayerfully through each day seeking service, and when we can no longer walk, then we seek service in prayer for those who are still walking.

5. PROCRASTINATION IS A KILLER. We are to beware of talk that makes us lazy, and inaction that makes us fat. We are called to serve not talk about service; work for the Lord, not hold “glad handing” meetings to celebrate our planning, or work last week. Celebration of our work comes in heaven; here we need to celebrate fellowship as we plan, pray and prepare for more action, but not just hold the “feel good” meetings that many consider service. Worship and celebration services can be procrastination and sin rather than spiritual and powerful if they do not lead to greater service and power in the Spirit.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Notes

CHAPTER 9

JEREMIAH  9:1 - 11 

1  Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people! 2  Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. 3  And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD. 4  Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders. 5  And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 6  Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD. 7  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of my people? 8  Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait. 9  Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 10  For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone. 11  And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.”

REFLECTION

1  Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!”

This is a dramatic start to a message in a public place, and we are taught is good technique for a speaker, for he would stop the crowd passing by with such an outburst. Jeremiah is certainly making his point strongly here; they are all in grave danger and he weeps for them for what he sees coming upon them all. To give a message with tears streaming down one’s face is not the way most would do things, yet it is absolutely right here, for this man is called to portray the heart of God towards his people and the Lord weeps for them. The message gets across eventually for the survivors. Psalms 42:1-5, 11, 119:136-139, Lamentations 2:11-19, 3:48-49, Ezekiel 21:6-7.  

2  Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.
Who has not just wanted to run away from critics or evil men and women? Jeremiah just desired to be away from the hassle and evil of his day, but the shock of this verse is, that it isn’t Jeremiah who is speaking, it is God! The Lord seeks better company than his own people! He sought the pleasant company of the inn, where travellers, and other interesting people would gather. This is often the heart cry of the pastoral worker who just wants to be away from hypocrites and play actors, and be amongst “real people” for a time. Psalms 55:6-8, 120:5-7, Micah 7:1-7. The reason behind this desire is clear to the prophet, for he sees that the nation he cares about is saturated in sin and evil; they have betrayed the Lord he loves and serves, and acted like adulterers with other gods. Ezekiel 22:6ff, Hosea 4:2, 7:4, James 4:1-5.

3  And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD. 
These people are attached only to what works for the moment; they do not care for truth or integrity, or loyalty. They “bend their tongues”. If something seems alright they will do it, so that their words reflect what they are after, not what is true. Psalms 52:1-4, 64:2-5, Isaiah 59:1-8, 13-15. There is a price to be paid here, for those who deny the Lord before men will be denied before the Lord! Matthew 10:31-33, Romans 1:16-17, Jude 3. There is no static line with evil; you get worse and worse, or you cast yourself upon the Lord. 2 Timothy 3:1-5,13-15,  2 Peter 3:3-4, Jude 17-19. 

Things will not get better as we draw near the end of time, they will get worse and our toughness in the truth must increase or we will be swept away by despair. So called “Prosperity Gospel” nonsense disables men and women in the church today, for it sets them up to be destroyed by hard things and has them blame themselves for reverses! Pressure situations are to become the norm; let us relax in the Lord, trust the Word and advance in the Spirit, for only then will we be still standing. Our order is clear; we are to stand in the truth and not waver from truth. Romans 14:4, 1 Corinthians 16:13, Galatians 5:1, Ephesians 6:11-15, Colossians 4:12, 2 Thessalonians 2:15.

4  Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders. 
The worst thing about criminal activity is, that it is hard to get honest assistance in your criminal activity, because you are dealing with criminals! Once you have become dishonest you know one thing, and that is that you cannot trust any friend who has joined you in dishonesty, for they too are dishonest. Jeremiah gives them some reality therapy here. Jacob had been known as the surplanter in Genesis 25:26, 27:36. He established a bench mark for deception and his descendents have certainly followed his evil in this day of trouble that Jeremiah faces. Proverbs 6:16-19, 10:18, 25:18-19, 26:23-28, Matthew 10:16-22, 34-36. Truth acts as a divisive sword amongst those who hate the truth, but amongst dishonest people the sword swings in all directions – for they have no core integrity.  There is no integrity in evil, for evil is totally self centred; it begins with the rejection of all standards of integrity.
5  And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 
Neighbours in the ancient world had to trust each other, as there was no police force to depend upon. To betray your own neighbour was to betray the very person upon whom you depended for your life in a crisis.  There is no end to deceit once it has begun. Psalms 7:14, Isaiah 5:18-23, 59:13-15. They get bored with their sins, and tired out in their iniquities, and exhausted with their deceitful actions. 

6  Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD. 7  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of my people? 
They live in the midst of deceit. They have become habituated to deceit, and they prefer to be there rather than in truth. The ultimate issue though is that they refuse to deal with the Lord of all. They refuse to know the Lord! John 3:18-21, Romans 1:28. The only response is to try them in fire, to test them to see what they are made of and to burn away all the nonsense of paganism. What less could the Lord do for his daughter; he must act decisively to demand of them that they deal with their sin or else all will be lost. 

8  Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait. 
Communication can be deceitful, and with these people it was. Community bonds had broken down under the evil of self centeredness; with each person out for what they could get from their neighbours, steal from them, or extort from them. People chased wealth and power and did not consider how fragile such things are when the society starts to unravel within. 

These people were beaten well before the Babylonian cavalry appeared, for you cannot fight alongside a man you have stolen from, nor can you depend in battle upon a person who has financially ruined you months before. The only thing they can be sure of is that others in their own army hate them, and will take vengeance upon them before killing the enemy.  Their tongues are like arrows that fly to kill each other, and finally the arrows of the enemy will kill them all; the deceivers and the deceived.  There is no fellowship or unity with self centred people.
9  Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 
Jeremiah re-iterates these words as a part of the Temple discourses. Jeremiah 5:9, 29. This is the refrain he wants the people to remember. The essence of evil is self centeredness, and it is for this that they will experience judgment. They have worshipped and been preoccupied with themselves rather than the service of their community and their God. The worship of self creates all the evils that we have seen them accused of here and earlier, and unless they turn to their God they will be lost in both time and eternity. Matthew 26:47-50, 27:3-8, Hebrews 9:27.

10  For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone. 11  And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.
It is the total nature of the disaster that is about to fall that overwhelms the prophet here, as it did Isaiah before him and Ezekiel in Babylon at the same time. The enemy will comb the mountains for flocks of sheep and goats, leaving nothing. They will burn all houses, even destroying the basic shelters in the wilderness that hunters or shepherds would have used infrequently. It is literally a scorched earth policy that Nebuchadnezzar follows and no living thing is left alive, for it is either taken as food for the army or taken for sale back to Babylon. There is no animal’s cry left to be heard. The birds are gone, because their seed supplies are destroyed with the burning of the fields after harvest. It is desolation from Dan to Beer Sheba. Jerusalem itself is left as a mound of ruins. Even over a hundred years later when Nehemiah returns to rebuild the walls, he finds so much rubble that he cannot even ride a donkey around the old walls. Nehemiah 2:11-18.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. UNLESS WARNING CAN BE GIVEN WITH TEARS IT IS NOT GIVEN WITH GOD’S LOVE. We are called to give the Gospel in love, to tell the truth in love, and to demonstrate caring concern for the lost. No genuine pastor and ambassador of the Lord can ever gloat over the lost, nor celebrate their eventual fate.

2. DO WE SEEK THE LORD’S COMPANY OFTEN? We are known by our friends, and we know who we really love by the time we spend with them. Time spent with the Lord is a barometer of our spiritual life. Let us ensure we express our love and relationship in every hour of the day.

3. AS DISASTERS GROW IN MAGNITUDE OUR FAITH NEEDS TO STABILIZE IN THE SURETY OF GOD’S PERSON, PLAN AND PROMISES. Mental Stability will be in short supply as we approach the end of this age of history. Only those who know God, through his Word and by means of their daily walk in the Spirit, will be ready to stay sane and focused in the times we see dawning today.

4. DISHONESTY IN LIFE MEANS THE LORD IS NOT BEING FELLOWSHIPPED WITH. By the fruits of a person’s life they are known. Hypocrisy (the difference between life and lips) is a sign of carnality or paganism. Hypocrisy and evil in religion bring great disaster upon a people.

JEREMIAH 9:12 – 26

12  Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth through? 13  And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; 14  But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 15  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. 16  I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after them, till I have consumed them. 17  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and send for cunning women, that they may come: 18  And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters. 19  For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out. 20  Yet hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation. 21  For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men from the streets. 22  Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them. 23  Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24  But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD. 25  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish all them which are circumcised with the uncircumcised; 26  Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.”

REFLECTION

12  Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth through? 

Foolish people consider their immediate goals and the pleasures of the moment, but wise people consider the longer term issues and the real outcomes of present actions. Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge and experience to decision making and weigh options on the basis of ones own and other’s experiences. If these people had wisdom they would stop their present paganism and turn back to the Lord their God. They will not and their volition is what damns them, for it goes against wisdom and if you act against wisdom you lose! Deuteronomy 32:29, Psalms 107:43, Hosea 14:9. 

The Lord has power to bring cursing out of apparent blessing and blessing out of apparent cursing and does so. The nation feels “blessed” at this point, but this is all imagination and deceit, and it will be turned to disaster because of their evils. Psalms 107:34, Ezekiel 14:22-23, 22:19-22, 30-31. God had looked seriously for any persons in the nation that would have led him to with hold judgment but there were none who were worthy of the standards of holiness of God. 

13  And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; 14  But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 
People love asking the question “why” to events, so God leaves them in no doubt as to why these things have unfolded. Ezra 9:10, Psalms 98:30-37, 119:49-56, Zephaniah 3:1-7. 

They have:

a.
forsaken the Mosaic Law as the guide to their life and worship.

b.
not obeyed the voice of the Lord through the prophets or in the Bible as they had it.

c.
not lived according to standards of holiness that were well understood.

d.
lived according to the standards of their own imagined righteousness and stubbornness.

e.
quickly gone from imagination to evil and lived following the cult of the god Baal. 

f.
they heeded the advice of their evil fathers rather than their godly fore fathers.


These people have had all the warnings they have needed but ignored them all. They are without excuse, but even though they are without hope of national deliverance, in the midst of the terror, there will be some individual deliverance for those who turn to the Lord and seek all that they previously rejected. As Psalms 119, the Psalms of the death march to Babylon, tells us, many came to a saving knowledge of their God on this march and through godly repentance found faith again, and through their slavery were delivered from the idols they had served. Ephesians 2:1-10, 4:17-24.

15  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. 16  I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after them, till I have consumed them. 
To feed with “wormwood” was to eat the bread of affliction; to suffer in body through sin and evil. Deuteronomy 16:3, 29:18. Gall, as we have seen also before, was mixed with liquid as a tranquilizer for pain, or for suicide in higher doses. It too tasted very bitter. They would be forced to drink the waters of bitterness and death before they fully knew the extent of their evil and repented thoroughly in word and deed. Isaiah 2:12-22, Lamentations 3:15-19. 

They will be sent into pagan nations as slaves, and even there the sword will follow them so that they will be consumed up like chaff for the fires of God’s wrath. Leviticus 26:33, Deuteronomy 4:27-31, 28:25ff, 32:26. As we have previously seen, the life of Babylon was no safer than the life in pagan Jerusalem and several invasions, rebellions and captures of the city over the next 150 years would lead to many of the disobedient Jews there, who stayed rather than return to Judah under Zerubbabel or Nehemiah, being killed.

17  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and send for cunning women, that they may come: 18  And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters. 
All funerals had professional mourners hired to come and wail aloud for the death of the person. They may have known the person who died or not, they were “cunning” in their make up and training for this task and would be hired for their skill in their weeping, wailing and the power and significance of their cries for the dead. Judah is told to hire many professional mourners and let them really earn their keep, by weeping aloud for the nation. 

It is a time for national mourning and should be done well, with all who hear it registering the seriousness of the process. Hired mourners to us are simply “play actors”, but to the ancient world they were a testimony of the loved one’s relatives devotion and were paid to express aloud the true feelings that they, in their grief, were not necessarily able to articulate. Amos 5:16-20, Matthew 9:23. They are urged however, to not just hire the professionals, but also to weep themselves; to really let the tears flow for their past and present sins.  

We know now that tears carry out of the body many harmful stress hormones, and that giving way to tears actually supports the body’s immune system. The people are urged to be honest with the Lord about their grief and express it fully. We need to be honest before the Lord and express our faith and our feelings towards the one who loves us and in mercy meets our needs. 


19  For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out. 20  Yet hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation. 
The people will see this and will truly weep, as they see that the land itself has spewed them out; that the homes they lavishly built for themselves have rejected them as occupants. They have forsaken the God who gave them this land, and so they are abandoned by this land and must serve out their days in another. Leviticus 18:24-30, 20:22-26, Ezekiel 7:16-19, Micah 1:8-9. 

They are all to teach their daughters and neighbours to lament, and all the survivors are to lament for the great evil that has occurred and the results in their destruction. Sin is to be repented of, and be mourned over. We do not hear this message enough today. We are forgiven in Christ, through his blood shed, just as they were, but we need to fully identify the hurt we have done God through our sins and truly mourn for them. Not seeing the seriousness of sin leads people to casually re-enter into those sins at a later time. 

We have in some Christian circles, at the point of salvation, the inadequate “easy believism” approach, and then in the area of sanctification the same error, with a quick use of 1 John 1:9, without any appreciation for the seriousness of the sin, nor any genuine mourning for the impact of the sin upon spiritual life. We could call this “lucky rabbit’s foot Christianity”, for the people who follow this form of religion believe in doing things that are “lucky” and quick, not real and thorough. Those who do not fully repent of their sins will repeat them often! 

God wants real faith, life transforming faith, not fake affirmation of facts that have not changed the life of the fact announcer. Remember the terrible words of James 2:19. The demons believe the facts about Jesus; they know they are true, but they remain unsaved. It is not assent to facts that saves us, it is the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, demonstrated by life changing actions, one of which is dealing with our persistent patterns of sin.  It was for this persistent pattern of disobedience that the nation of Judah suffered so much. It may be that our flippancy towards sin may be a reason for our present powerlessness and judgments upon our own nations! Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESSS.

21  For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men from the streets. 22  Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them.
The judgment will be severe and most will die, but then that is because most have been guilty of gross and persistent sin. The Lord is very selective in judging, and only those who are guilty are slain. If there is any chance for change and spirituality, that person has the opportunity to be revived, although it will be through their captivity. Ezekiel 9:3-10, Matthew 12:15-21. 

If the people had even a little positive volition (a smoking flax) they would be encouraged not be destroyed. Many speak of the violent and ruthless God of the Old Testament, but throughout this judgment we see that God is just, merciful and gracious, and only those who persistently refuse to repent suffer his wrath. As we have identified before, a person has to work hard in iniquity to come under God’s judgment! The well protected palaces, the well built houses will all be torn apart and the people slain or robbed because they valued their wealth ahead of their righteousness, they trusted in their strong walls rather than strong faith. 


23  Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
They have fallen into three errors; they have trusted in things rather than God and so they will discover, too late, that no thing can save them when they have placed themselves on the wrong side of history. The errors of this generation were the same as people today:

a.
they trusted in their human wisdom rather than Bible Doctrine.

b. 
they trusted in their human strength , without remembering there is always a stronger man than you, and a stronger nation than yours eventually. Psalms 33:16-22.

c.
they trusted in their human wealth, rather than the one who gives life and health and has allowed them to make their money. Luke 12:16-26.

We can all gain great knowledge and through experience have great wisdom, but if it is without acknowledgment of God then it has no surety in it. We can be powerful, as men value power, wealthy as men assess wealth, yet the smallest things, a virus, can kill us and all the strength and power, and fame, and money cannot save us! The Lord alone is our stability and surety in this life for all else depends on his grace provision to exist. Psalms 49:6-20, 52:1-9, Daniel 4:34-37, Amos 2:14-16, 1 Corinthians 1:19-25, 27-31, 3:18-20.

24  But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD. 
If we are to glory in anything, let us glory in the reality of the character and works of the Lord God, the maker of the heavens and the earth, and the one who has given us salvation and hope. If we raise our voices to praise, let us do so in praise of the one who has given us everything. The most important knowledge we can have upon this earth is the knowledge of the person and work of the Lord God. To know and understand God is the most vital thing for us all. Psalms 91:11-16, 2 Corinthians 4:5-7, 1 John 5:18-20. 

The thing the Lord wants them to know most of all is the facts about his character. That he is the one who keeps on exercising, expressing “loving kindness”, “judgment”, “righteousness” upon the earth. To meet man’s trust in what he knows in his own mental power God brings his loving kindness before us. In the love of Christ Jesus we see more of wisdom that any man could ever know or live. Psalms 36:5-9, 145:1-10, 146:3-7, Romans 3:21-26. The Lord delights in blessing his children through the exercise of his loving kindness. Psalms 1:1-3, 18:17-19, 22:6-22, 37:3-7, 23-28, Micah 7:18-20.


25  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish all them which are circumcised with the uncircumcised; 26  Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.
The Jewish people circumcised their young male children on the eighth day. There was no faith required on the part of the child, for the operation was done to them by their parents, but when they grew older they were expected to be “circumcised in their hearts”, set apart for the service of their Lord and God alone. Romans 2:28-29, Philippians 3:1-7, Colossians 2:8-14.

 What had happened is that these people had set themselves apart, but not towards God, but had set themselves apart to serve the paganism that surrounded them. They devoted themselves to evil rather than good; to the fake gods of the pagans rather than the true God of Israel. They had been made a free people under God’s grace and they turned to the slavery of paganism rather than stand form in the separate faith of holiness before the true God of all. Galatians 5:1-6. They have become just like all their pagan neighbours, and they were meant to be different to them, and a witness to them.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. WE ARE MEANT TO BE DIFFERENT. Many feel that they must “fit in” to their society, yet the believer is called to stand out as a witness and ambassador of another place.

2. PLEASURE FOR A SEASON IS AN OPTION, BUT A DUMB ONE! It is possible to have pleasure in sin and really enjoy yourself for quite a long time before the full consequences of an action become clear. God calls us to be truly wise and look at the eternal consequences of our actions.

3. FLIPPANCY TOWARDS SIN LEADS TO JUDGMENT. While confession of sin is straight forward it is meant to be a reflective process, not a reflex process! It is reflecting upon the nature of the sin and the need for change in the life, as well as cleansing from the sin. It is grace all the way, and our forgiveness is not dependent upon the number of tears we shed, but our tears may be valuable if they are the reflection of our understanding of the seriousness of our sins before a holy God.

4. JUDGMENT IS SELECTIVE AND SPECIFIC. The Lord did not just “zap” all the people in a place. These passages, with all others in the Old Testament that cover this topic, make it clear that the Lord judged people individually, and only the guilty died this way. Positive volition is always rewarded with further opportunity to grow, but negative volition towards the truth has as it’s eventual consequence the certainty of judgment.

5. THE LORD CAN BE TRUSTED. The character of God is the basis for our faith, for faith is not an abstract thing; it is a personal commitment to a loving God, whose character is known through his revelations and actions.  We cannot trust in strength, position or power, or in our wisdom, for all these things are simply reflections of ourselves or other creatures. The only ground for faith and trust is the creator God and his plan for us, for it alone is certain. Let us “circumcise” our hearts and minds; devoting ourselves to the one who gave his all for us and let us serve him with all our body, mind and spirit.
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CHAPTER 10

JEREMIAH 10:1 – 16

1  Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: 2  Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. 3  For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. 4  They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not. 5  They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good. 6  Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy name is great in might. 7  Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee. 8  But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities. 9  Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the work of cunning men. 10  But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. 11  Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens. 12  He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion. 13  When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. 16 Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 15  They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish. 16  The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: The LORD of hosts is his name”
REFLECTION

There is nothing so stupid as making your own god, for if you make it you are superior to it! To worship the work of your own hands is so foolish, and yet man keeps doing this, worshipping economic success and the positions of power that he or she obtains in society. 

Since the beginning evil has worked in fallen mankind the desire to honour and celebrate success rather than the Creator Lord God of the heavens and earth, from whom we have our life and prosperity. From the sin of Cain right unto today’s business person who worships their power and wealth, history has been the record of self worship, for when we carve a statue and worship it we are really worshipping ourselves as the maker. Genesis 4:3-8, Romans 1:18-23. Our modern Western Culture wants to celebrate self because it is the heart of it’s cult of self-centred paganism. 

Let us see in the words of Jeremiah the challenge to our own days, for from the beginning of time Satan and his servants have consistently desired mankind to worship anything other than the true God who made space and time and all that is beyond them! Refer to the topical studies in the sub-category ANGELS – firstly examine SATAN – ADVERSARY, then SATAN’S DESTINY, then SATAN’S STRATEGY, and then SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS. 

In the last days of this phase of human history Satan’s work will find it’s most willing and effective servant in the ANTICHRIST (refer to the topical study) who will serve him with focus and efficiency through the latter years of the Great Tribulation. He will be a master of deception in this area of false images and false gods, and will set up an idol on the very Temple Mount, in the rebuilt Temple there. 

How will he get modern men to worship an idol? Idolatry is all but dead and buried, at least as far as most modern people are concerned, and yet is it? What if the “idol” is simply a focus for worship (adoration, respect, honour, giving, praise, devotion of time and energy) and sums up all that is great about the self centeredness and narcissism of modern man; what if it sums up the cult of self? Would not such a “god” receive people’s respect, for it sums up the “spirit of the post-modern age”? What if it is a “god” that is acceptable to pagan Jews, unbelieving Catholic and Protestant, and carnal Muslim? Would it not, make Jerusalem, like Rome and Mecca, the focus for worship? This is what the Bible prophecies indicate will occur and every day that goes draws us closer to this reality. 

Refer to the EBCWA CD or website www.ebcwa.com.au and download and print the helpful book on this subject, “FROM HERE TO ETERNITY”. Let us all heed the words of scripture; both those who read these words before the Lord’s calling away of his church and for those who read these words in the midst of the Great Tribulation period. Be relaxed in the power of God to keep you through all things he has saved you from the midst of, and put the armour of the Spirit on every day. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11.

1  Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: 2  Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.”
We are called to “hear the words of the Lord”, just as Israel was called to hear and give heed to the words of the prophet. God is not without witness in any age and every person upon the earth is responsible for what they have done with the witness that they have received. None will ever stand before almighty God and say, “we never had any idea about this”. They must hear and recognize the Lord their God, as must we all in our days. Psalms 50:7-15, Isaiah 1:10-20, Jeremiah 13:15-17. They are directly ordered not to learn, or seek any religious knowledge from the pagan nations around them, nor take their worship as a guide for anything except what is to be rejected, ignored, or actively opposed. Deuteronomy 12:29-32, Ezekiel 20:32. 

They are further directed to not allow their spirit to be affected by the power and apparent prophetic significance of any of the “signs and wonders” of the pagan religions. They are to expect them to be able to produce “lying wonders” and not be distracted or disabled by them. Isaiah 47:10-15, Luke 21:25-26, 2 Thessalonians 2: 8-17. The word for “dismayed” here is a strong one, indicating mentally being broken, so that they are disabled, unable to act. This is what fear does to those who have no defences against it. We must have our spiritual armour on at all times, in these last two ages of man before the Second Advent! Ephesians 6:10-18, 1 Thessalonians 5:8, 1 Peter 1:13, 1 John 3:1-3.

3  For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. 4  They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not. 
This passage parallels ones in Isaiah and others, each indicating the foolishness of those who make their own gods and then worship them. Isaiah 40:18ff, 44:9-20, 45:20-25, Hosea 8:4-6, Habakkuk 2:18-20. No matter how beautiful they make the statue of the god, it is still the work of man’s hands, and no matter how much gold they cover it with, it is still just gold leaf, not real. Even if they made it of solid gold it would still be powerless to save the maker of it, as Nebuchadnezzar found. Daniel 3:1ff. Finally Nebuchadnezzar faces his own arrogance and is saved, although he proved, like many of us, to be a slow learner. Daniel 3:28-29, 4:24-37. The idols were often so top heavy that they needed to be nailed or held in their place by ropes and chains. The picture is amusing for it reminds us that anything made by the hands of man is not God and has no power, only that which Satan, for his own purposes may give it by “lying wonders” to deceive those already hooked into the idol’s worship and the sinful life style it’s religion promotes.

5  They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.
The idols stand for demons, and are often “backed up” by demons who make it appear that they have power, but they are simply lumps of matter formed by the hands of the men who made them. Leviticus 17:7, Deuteronomy 32:17, Psalms 96:5, 1 Corinthians 8:4, 10:20. They do not speak, men speak through them by tricks, and actions are done by them by art and design, or direct evil of a demon. Even then, though power may be associated with them, no believer is to be fearful of the idols of man. They cannot do evil or good. 

A person may counter, but the demons behind them may do evil or good (heal their followers to hook them further into their evil). This may be the case, but it is not to be any source of fear for the believer who is stabilized in the Word of God, filled with the Spirit, and walking according to God’s purpose in their life. The reason is simple; we serve the creator of the heavens and the earth. He is superior to every creature, and we have his power within and around us! We are to have no fellowship with the worship of any gods or honour the demons that may or may not be behind them. 1 Corinthians 10:19-23, 1 John 4:4.

6  Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy name is great in might. 
There is none like God! There are no powers that even get close to the Lord’s power, nor can any challenge HIM for majesty and rulership. Satan has tried, tries in each age, and will try with all his might in the Great Tribulation period, but he remains what he always has been, a creature, and creatures do not seriously threaten their creator! The Lord alone is GREAT. Psalms 86:8-10, 89:5-10. Let us remember who Satan is, and how limited his power is, and let us remember that we are IN CHRIST, and so are beyond his threat. Nothing can afflict us that is not either permitted by the Lord for our good, or caused by our disobedience in not having our armour secured as we have been directed. There is to be no fear of any created thing in the believer’s life. Refer to the study of FEAR.

7  Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee. 
There is a fear that is legitimate, and that is the fear of the Lord. Fear rightly may be applied to the King of all nations, the creator and ruler of the whole creation. There is none like the Lord! What is the nature of this fear? It is holy respect, awe, and a fear of falling short of his standards in our lives, and a deep fear that we might not fulfil our role and purpose here before our Lord and God. Hebrews 4:1-11. 

We have been too light and flippant in our faith over recent years in the West. The Charismatic revivals of the sixties and seventies brought into the churches an attitude that, while it broke down the barriers of Victorian hypocrisy went too far in it’s lightness and casual attitude towards worship. We have lost the holiness and reverence that is also required in worship with our love and joy. Let us be fearful of falling short of the standards of the Lord God.  

8  But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities. 
The people who worship idols, or themselves, prove they are foolish and worse in logic and reason than even the brute animals who at least know their own masters! Their belief system is a self centred system of emptiness. They have a system of belief, but it is based on “vanity”; it is based upon their own Narcissism and worship of themselves. If you examine the religions of the pagans you will find that the worship appeals to the senses of man, and strokes the vanity of the worshipper, and makes them feel good about themselves. Satan knows how to please and he tailors his belief systems to fit the carnal nature of mankind. Refer to the study of the doctrine of RELIGION and then study the topic of SPIRITS – DISCERNING THE SPIRITS. 

9  Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the work of cunning men. 
No matter how well made it is, a statue is still a statue; it is not God! No matter how beautiful and well crafted it has no power except what power attaches itself to it. Idols are a testimony to the “cunning” and craft of men; they celebrate the human spirit and the abilities of skilled craftsmen. 

It is this that will be at the heart of the final idol that will focus the minds of all unbelieving people in the Great Tribulation. When the Anti-Christ sets up his image in the Tribulational temple mankind, as a whole, will bow, for they will see in this statue the epitome of what they all worship – their own power, ability, skill and values. People who reject the maker delight in celebrating their own abilities. 

When Roman Caesars set up their own statues for worship they required their people to burn a pinch of incense to the “genius (of life force – genii) of Caesar”, and most did, in gratitude for the peace he had brought to the world and in recognition of his “genius” and their own. Just so it will be in the Tribulation period, for the Anti-Christ will bring peace between Arab and Jew and settle disputes that have brought the world to the brink of disaster, and set in motion ecological actions that will promise to restore the world to Eden. All will fail over time but he will secure the initial support of most. Refer to the EBCWA CD or website for the study by Dr Peter Moses of the books of DANIEL and REVELATION. 

10  But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. 

Jeremiah notes several aspects of the character and integrity of the true God. 

He is: 

a.
the true God. John 17:1-5, 1 John 5:18-20.

b. 
the living God. Psalms 42:2, 84:2, Daniel 6:25-26, Acts 14:15-17.

c. 
the everlasting King of all. Psalms 10:16, 93:1-2, 145:10-13, Daniel 4:1-3, 7:13-14. 

d. 
the God whose wrath will cause the earth to shake to it’s foundations. Psalms 18:7, 68:11, 77:18, 97:4, 104:32, 114:7, Micah 1:2-4, Nahum 1:2-9, Habakkuk 3:6-11, Matthew 27:51-55, 2 Peter 3:10.

e.
the God who none will stand before with any arrogance left within them. Psalms 76:7, 90:10-12, Joel 2:11-13, Malachi 3:2-3, Revelation 2010-15.

It is a powerful picture of the reality of the power and majesty of the true God of all. There will be no argument at the last judgment, only condemnation for those who rejected the one who gave his all for them. Unsaved men have no answer when they face the reality of the Cross, for who has ever done more for man than Jesus did! John 3:14-21, 36.

11  Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens. 
These “gods” are no gods, they are simply the invention of men and demons and they will perish with the judgment of all fallen men and their demon masters. Revelation 20, as we have seen above, indicates all perish who do not walk with the Lord. These demons and their fake “gods” and the fools who follow them all perish; they have no future.  They will all perish from the earth and from under the heavens. 

The interesting thing about this verse is that it is not in Hebrew at all, it is in the language of Babylon, Aramaic. This language, allied to Hebrew became the language of the Jewish people through the captivity, and the book of Daniel is partly written in it. This verse stands out in Jeremiah as the language of the enemy. 

Think for a moment and you will see why Jeremiah gives the people this verse for them to memorize before they arrive in Babylon. They will be invited by the locals of Babylon, after their arrival as slaves, to join them in worship of their gods. They will have in the language of Babylon the very words to use to refuse the worship of the fake gods who have not saved them and will not save them. Isaiah 2:12-21, Zephaniah 2:11, Zechariah 13:2.  Ezekiel will lead the revival that stops this sort of evil from taking real hold of the people in Exile.
12  He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion. 
This three fold assertion of God’s creative work underlines that the Lord he is God and there is no other, for he alone has the creative power to make all things. Satan can destroy and manipulate, but he is no creator of anything except chaos. 

God has acted in history and he has done so to make the worlds that exist, as he will make the new heavens and the new earth, yet to exist. He made the worlds and he has formed Israel for his purpose as a part of this creation. All creation has it’s place in HIS plan.

a. 
He made this world by the word of his power; he spoke and it was made. Genesis 1:1-9, Job 38:4ff, Psalms 33:6-9, 136:4-9, 148:4-6, Jeremiah 51:15-19, John 1:3, Colossians 1:16-17.

b.
He has established and is ongoingly establishing all creation with an order that ensures there is stability and not chaos. Psalms 24:1-2, 78:69-72, 93:1, 119:90, Isaiah 45:18-19.

c.
He “stretched out the heavens”, creating space itself and deciding it’s bounds. The universe is not infinite, God is; he is the one creating space and time. Psalms 104:1-5, Isaiah 40:21-31.

13  When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. 
This is not saying that God is “Thor the Thunderer”, nor is it making comparisons between the pagan weather gods and the Lord of all, rather it is correcting them all. Even today people are frightened at times by great storms, with thunder and bolts of lightning hitting the earth. Jeremiah reminds us that these things are but a reflection of one aspect of his creation, demonstrating a fraction of one percent of his power. The awesomeness of a great storm is a pale reflection of his glory, but provides an opportunity to remind ourselves of our awesome God who is the power behind all nature. Job 37:2-5, 38:34-35, Psalms 18:11-15, 29:3-10, 68:33-35. 

14 Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 
If men were intelligent with their knowledge and used it with logic and proper scientific principles of deduction they would be led to “intelligent design” and be led to worship the mind behind such a universe as we see. Carnal Men prove that they are worse than the brutish animals when they fail to follow through on logic and worships things rather than the living God. 

Every person who makes (founder) a god to worship is made a fool of (confounded) by their own creation, for the molten image made stands for and epitomizes falsehood, for it has no life and cannot stand for the creator of all life! Psalms 115:4-9, 135:15-21, Habakkuk 2:18-20. The right response to the life denying stupidity of idolatry is to stand silent before the true God and Lord of all and bow before him. 

15  They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish. 
All idolatry is the work of error filled thinking. They are empty of meaning, power and significance, yet the cause of disaster, for those who follow them follow a cause without hope. Matthew 15:13-14. If a blind man follows a blind man they both fall into the ditch of despair. When judgment falls there will be no hope for them for they have selected useless things to depend upon. Isaiah 10:3, Luke 19:41-44, 1 Peter 2:11-12. Only faith in the true God can help us in the day when trouble or judgment visits us. Those who follow idols will perish; the word describes the final doom of those who think they can get by with their stupidity. This is the greatest delusion of Satan; that all men will get a second chance. Life teaches us that there are no second chances, and the Bible is even more clear on the matter. 

16  The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: The LORD of hosts is his name
For the believer it is different and it is meant to be totally different. The “portion” of Jacob, is the treasure, or the inheritance through grace, of the nation. The treasure of a person is their spiritual life and status, given by God to them. Deuteronomy 4:19-20, Psalms 16:5, 119:57. He is not a powerless idol but the creator God. He is the former of all things, and the architect of all, and it is his plan that is unfolding. He rules all things and no details escape his hand. We are in his hand! John 10:27-30. Israel is the “rod of his inheritance”. What does this mean? Two meanings are possible, both of which are true of Israel. The first is that Israel is the ruling nation, the rod of authority, and they will rule over all peoples. Genesis 49:10, Micah 7:14. It can also mean a stem or branch. John 15, Romans 10-11.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. LET US NOT MAKE AND WORSHIP OUR OWN GODS. It is a foolish thing to pay attention to things as if they matter, for all “things” decay and are left behind on this earth, only the Lord’s will carries blessings into eternity with us.

2. DEMONS ARE BEHIND IDOLATRY, BUT THEY LIKE US ARE LIMITED. We give the enemy too much credit for power he doesn’t have, and we fear him when we need not, if we walk in the Spirit. Let us be sure we have our armour on and walk in the Spirit each day. Do an armour check for yourself now! Do you have the assurance of your salvation, the truth in your head and heart, the gospel message carrying you through, confidence in the Lord’s protection, and the sword of the Word in your hand? If not, sort this out straight away, for you are vulnerable to attack and destruction.

3. LET US LIVE IN HOLY FEAR OF THE LORD. This, as we have seen does not mean we are frightened of the one who went to the Cross for us, but it means we are careful, respectful, never flippant with our faith, and focused on service not relaxation.

4. LET US WORSHIP GOD FOR WHO HE IS. Spend prayer time just thanking God for who he is rather than just for what he has done for you. Reflect on the majesty of the character of God and stand in awe before him.

5. WE SERVE THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE – IT IS HIS PLAN THAT IS WORKING OUT, AND IT IS CERTAIN. Have you felt the stability of the fellowship of the true God today? We often treat the Lord as if it is a doubtful thing that he will win! There is no doubt that God will win, only doubts about whether we will enjoy the journey to glory or be anxious about what he has in hand! You are in his hands believer, trust and obey and rest secure in your place in Christ Jesus and praise his holy name.

JEREMIAH 10:17 - 25 

17  Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the fortress. 18  For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will distress them, that they may find it so. 19  Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous; but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I must bear it. 20  My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. 21  For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered. 22  Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commotion out of the north country, to make the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of dragons. 23  O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. 24  O LORD, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. 25  Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation desolate.”

REFLECTION

Jeremiah now reflects upon the impact of the captivity on the survivors from the people and their prayers that the burden they face might be lessened upon them. They now plead with the Lord for mercy, and acknowledge their need for their sins to be dealt with and see that their situation is the result of their persistent sin and evil. They do not blame God, but seek his mitigation of their pain.

17  Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the fortress. 
The people are told to gather their worldly goods into a bundle and be ready to march out as slaves. This is a blunt reminder to the people that they are under God’s judgment and will have to follow right through on their punishment, for there will be no quick recovery. 

We are always looking for short cuts back to blessing, but there are none when there have been many years of disobedience. If we are under condemnation due to rejection of the truth, we need the time to relearn truth and live it before the blessing will be restored to us. The logic of recovery says, recover first, or you are not in a place to receive!

18  For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will distress them, that they may find it so. 
“It won’t happen to me”. How many times have you heard a person say this? This verse is Jeremiah’s answer to those who said it in his day. Many felt that they would escape and all would be “OK” in the end. Jeremiah is telling them bluntly that none will escape, for the Lord will make sure all who rebelled are hunted down and confronted directly with their evil. They will all be violently thrown out of the city, and treated like the traitors they are. 

These are cultured people and have the expectation that they will be treated well by the Babylonians, who are also cultured, but they are wrong, and for many of them, they will be dead wrong! God tells them that they will have violence worse than they could have imagined and they will be distressed by it and they will find it real and terrible! It is deliberate, for their sin has been persistently deliberate. Deuteronomy 28:63-64, Ezekiel 6:10-11.

19  Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous; but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I must bear it. 
They now confront their punishment and accept it as appropriately their suffering. They realise that they have deserved this and truly lament their state, feeling the pain and hurt of it, but no longer blaming God, nor complaining, for they see that they must bear this, for their sins have earned it. Psalms 39:9, 77:5-13, Isaiah 8:17, Lamentations 3:18-24, 39-50, Micah 7:7-9.

20  My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. 
The nation of cities and towns is compared to it’s origins here, and the prophet puts into the mouths of the survivors the words that indicate they now see just how fragile their life and wealth was. They felt secure within their mighty walls, but all have been breached and their houses are all ransacked by the enemy. The devastation is expressed in nomadic terms, to remember that we are all tent dwellers upon the earth, with our body no more solid than a tent. 2 Corinthians 5:1-4, 2 Peter 1:13-14. They have lost their children and their partners; there are none left that they could rejoice in and none to help them to the basic things of life. Isaiah 49:18-21. 

21  For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered. 
They now also see that the “pastors of the flock of God” have been in error all these years, and instead of leading them into safe pastures, had led them into disaster. Isaiah 56:10-12, Ezekiel 22:25-26, 34:2-10, John 10:7-15. These men and women had not sought the Lord, rather they went after wealth and power and comfort, and so they are judged by God, losing the very prosperity they sought so much, and their flocks are scattered to the winds. Zechariah 10:2-3.

22  Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commotion out of the north country, to make the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of dragons. 
The great noise that comes upon them is the terrible sounds associated with a vast army in the ancient world, with the stomp of feet, the clatter of weapons and the sounds of the great horses. They come to destroy. This is no surgical battle, but a campaign to leave very little alive and no city unbroken. They have come to destroy and capture and kill. It is total violence and malice that is unleashed upon the land. The only things living in the cities of Judah after the invasion is over will be the jackals. Habakkuk 1:5-11.

23  O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. 
This is the confession that the Lord has awaited from Judah. They have been caught in the narcissistic self centeredness of evil. They have been claiming to control their own destiny and to chase their own star! They have argued that they can get away with ignoring God, but now they see that no-one can. 

Now they bow before the Lord and acknowledge that man has no power at all and that without the will, power and direction of the Lord, man is nothing but breath, soon to be swept away. Only in fellowship with our Lord and Saviour do we have substance, hope and power to live with any confidence at all. Psalms 17:5, 37:23-24, 119:116-117, Proverbs 16:1, 20:24.

24  O LORD, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. 
Now they are seeing the truths of life with clarity and precision! Now they see that the only hope they have is for God to tell them truth and for them to get the message before he judges! They plead that they might learn the easiest way possible, although it is already too late for that. Now they plead for the Lord’s correction, not his destruction. Sadly the nation is brought to the end of it’s national life before they repent fully and seek the Lord as they ought to have before. Through their suffering they face the truth finally. They join with the Psalmist in seeking the Lord’s grace and mercy. Psalms 6:1-4, 38:1-10, Habakkuk 3:2. 

It is the full realization of the reality of the power of God over us all; that the Lord may reduce us to nothing at any time, and it is only his grace that ensures we live. The smallest cell in nature, a virus, may destroy us in hours. The smallest insect may sting us and we can die. We are neither strong nor robust, no matter how powerful we appear to be. We live and move and have our being in the Lord’s grace alone. Isaiah 40:21-23, 41:11-15, Acts 17:24-28. If man will but do real business with God then they will be blessed. Isaiah 64:1-4. 

25  Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation desolate.
Calling down for vengeance upon the enemies of Israel may sound strange to some today but it is understandable given the great evil that the invaders commit. They go way beyond their mandate for discipline and are cruel and evil beyond words. Their nations pay a terrible price for this evil and these men themselves become the hunted in the years to come by the Persian armies. Babylon herself fell within a few years of the destruction of Jerusalem. The survivors rightly call on the Lord to judge those who went too far in their gleeful murder of the Israelites, and God hears their cry. These nations will be judged, not for their not knowing God, but for the same sin as the Israelites. They knew God and ignored his standards, believing they could get by with murder of God’s people. Psalms 14:1-4, 27:1-3, 79:5-9, Ezekiel 25:6-7, 35:5-13.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. NO MATTER HOW LATE THE HOUR, IF YOU LIVE, TURN TO THE LORD! If we foolishly sin and move away from God there is still hope for us until the moment of death. If we are still alive there is hope for us and we may be restored to usefulness, but we start the journey back by full and frank confession of our sins before the one we have wronged, the Lord Jesus who died for us. 

2. SELF DELUSION IS POWERFUL. These people have deluded themselves into believing they will “get by” with their sin, but we do not “get by” with sin. The reality hits them when they have to gather their pathetic few belongings and march for Babylon. The great march produces the great Psalm 119, which they sang as they walked, again and again. By the time they arrived the repentance was real and the nation was transformed in and through their great suffering. Self delusion, sadly, is only washed away with pain. 

3. THOSE WHO SELECT AS VALUABLE THINGS THAT DECAY WILL LOSE ALL THEY VALUE. The only satisfaction we can have is that produced by the things that last forever, and they are the things of God. Let us set our values rightly upon the things that last forever and seek to serve the Lord with all our hearts, minds, body and wallets!

4. WE WALK UPON A FRAGILE CRUST OF EARTH. We can delude ourselves into believing we have health, wealth and secure stocks, shares and properties, yet the forces of nature are out of our control. A weather system may devastate a nation, a virus destroy a civilization, and a mosquito kill the strongest and greatest of men! We live by the grace of God, and so let us walk warily before him in praise for every day we enjoy before him here. Let us serve him with holy fear, and holy lives, and smile through our fear, for he loves us in Christ Jesus and we are under his wonderful care! The late Pope, John Paul II died this year and his last words, spoken softly in his native language, were instructive. He was considered great and powerful by many, yet he saw himself humbly. His last words were, “let me go to my father’s house”. Let this be our last prayer after a life of service.
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