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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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JEREMIAH - THE “WEEPING PROPHET”

INTRODUCTION

JEREMIAH WHO WAS CALLED TO SPEAK INTO DARK DAYS OF APOSTACY AND TOTAL JUDGMENT

In the generation after Jeremiah, the prophet-leader of returned Israel, Nehemiah, spoke powerfully into the national heart of the re-gathered nation, when he said, “the Joy of the Lord is my strength”. Nehemiah 8:10. He repeated the principles of the earlier prophets Isaiah and Habakkuk.  Isaiah 12:2, and 49:13, Habakkuk 3:17-19. The same thoughts sung about by David before them all. Psalms 28:7. 

Jeremiah had faced the greatest test in Israel’s history regarding this principle of worship and praise when facing disaster, and had passed the test. Jeremiah faced the total destruction of all he loved, except his faith in the Lord who loved him, and reminded him of this through his presence within him. He faced the greatest challenge any believer can face; the challenge in the short term to see all destroyed except his faith in the plan of God, and the certain hope for the long term blessing of his people. He had to pray an ancient prayer many times. “Though you slay me, yet will I trust in and praise your name”. Job 13:15.

Jeremiah gives a timely call to meditation for our days, in order that we might learn to praise the Lord under pressure and darkening times. We may have great pressure, with extreme mourning for our days, yet Jeremiah encourages us to feel the pain of the lost, weep for the death of the foolish, but yet replace the ashes of our grief for the joy of the Lord, in the midst. The Fruit of the Spirit must have victory over the spirit of despair. 

In our days it has become fashionable in church circles to speak of the great times of blessing and world wide renewal and salvation that many expect to occur in the last days of the church before the Tribulation period and the Lord’s Advent. The fact that those who expect this speak of the “Great Tribulation” as occurring shortly after this period of great renewal, should give them cause to pause and reflect on the possible error of their view.

Can we expect the “latter rains” or did they begin already in Peter’s day, Acts 2:14ff, and we can expect different things again in the “last days” of the church age? What do Jesus and the apostolic writers, through the Spirit, say of the last days of the church age? There is a grave danger of teaching believers to expect a great revival, and setting up that expectation, if the opposite is going to occur, for then people will be disheartened and dismayed. 

The church has known great revivals throughout it’s history, and will again, and we all ought to be in prayer for our part in them, but if the days darken, are our trained men and women ready for the reality that the Lord and apostles speak of? Jeremiah was tasked with the delivery of the hard message of judgment; a call to “reality therapy” in an age that wanted to believe the “good news” and prosperity gospel message. Jeremiah calls us to be ready to stand in difficult places and times; to maintain the truth when people want their ears itched with pleasant words. 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

Let us look at the testimony of the New Testament regarding the last days of the Church Age, leading into the Great Tribulation period:

1.
Luke 17:26-30
Days of Lot and Noah.

2.
1 Timothy 4:1-2
Denial of Faith.

3.
1 Timothy 4:3-4
Denial of liberty.

4.
2 Timothy 3:1-8
Denial of spirituality.

5.
Jude 18

Impact on holiness, separation, respect for authority.

6.
2 Peter 3:3-4
Denial of reality of the Second Advent.

7.
1 John 2:18, 4:3
Denial of the Lord.

Let us be actively seeking the Holy Spirit’s forward plan for our lives as Jeremiah did in dark days in his own generation. Let us expect the moving of the Holy Spirit upon unsaved men and women leading to salvation and pray for it always. 

Even if in our day the churches go steadily into apostacy and compromise, let us set our face towards the Lord Jesus Christ and hold to the truths that we are called to represent as his ambassadors. Let us speak of his grace always, irrespective of the light or the darkness of the days!

Ministry involves service to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and his people where ever they are. We are here as his pastors to serve his people in love and truth. Jeremiah had the fruit of the Spirit in his life, and had joy in the Lord in the midst of great pain. 

Tears are not incompatible with ministry, but we must ensure they are as Jeremiah’s were; tears that came from love for the lost. Isaiah 53:3-12, 61:3.

There are three goals in all ministry to the saved body of Christ:

1. 
Equipping the Saints. We interact with God’s people, we teach them, we pray with and for them, and we suffer with them. Luke 6:40, 1 Corinthians 1:10, Galatians 6:1, Ephesians 4:12, 1 Thessalonians 3:10, 1 Peter 5:10.

2. 
Serving the Saint’s needs. We are always ready to give of our self, our time, and our money, for the needs of the saints, even to the “spoiling” of our own resources. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5, 7-15, Hebrews 10:34, James 1:22-25, 2:14-19.

3. 
Building up the body of believers. We seek the building up in unity of all the believers for whom the Lord has given us responsibility. We seek both corporate unity, and personal growth. Ephesians 4:14-16.

The Anatomy of prophetic and pastoral ministry should be studied before we enter this book, because we see in Jeremiah a mentor and inspiration for all pastors and teachers in the Lord. 

TOPICS 

Refer to the BTB topics for the following studies in the following sub sections and read them carefully:

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION, 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IMITATE CHRIST 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – STEWARDSHIP

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING.

CHURCH - OFFICER – PASTORS/ELDERS.

CHURCH – SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP.

HOLY SPIRIT – TEACHER.

PILGRIM.

PROPHET.

Each of these provides introductory principles for a full understanding of the prophet Jeremiah, who wonderfully sets us the example of service under the maximum pressure to which we all may be called in our own generation, as he was to his.

JEREMIAH THE MAN AND JEREMIAH IN HIS HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Jeremiah faced days when his people believed they were safe and secure in their false theologies and habitual worship, but their hearts and lives were far from God and his holy demands. The people were religious but not spiritual, and so they compromised with evil on a day by day basis. Jeremiah was told to be quiet by most, and criticized as “too negative” by all but a few faithful servants of the Lord left in the land. 

The good people had been deported with Daniel and his friends and afterwards leaving only the “worst” of people in the land for the final years until their fateful last rebellion against the Babylonians in 586 BC. Jeremiah 52:28-30. The day chosen by the Jewish people as the commemoration, that is closest to the actual day in our modern calendar, when the city and Temple were destroyed is this very day that I write these words; my birthday, 14 August. 

The apostle John would hear from the other side of the Jordan that the second temple and rebuilt city had been taken and destroyed the same day in 70 AD, for the same reasons. This day is a sad day for Israel’s history and is remembered even to our own days as a solemn fast. 2 Kings 25:3-10, Jeremiah 52:1-14.

Study the topic on JEREMIAH – GOD’S MESSENGER.

Jeremiah’s name means, “The Lord be exulted”, or the Lord is exulted. Such a name was appropriately given with prayer by his father. From earliest years he sanctified himself for the task of destiny that he believed he had. As we will see as we enter this book, this man’s life ran a parallel course in early years to Josiah’s, but he was unable to recall that king from his fatal error based decision to oppose Pharaoh Necho. In 607 BC, 2 Kings 23:29. 

He may have gone so far as John the Baptist would later go and become a life long Nazarite. Jeremiah 1:5, Lamentations 4:7. 

He was a sensitive man, who felt the pain of his people, and grieved for them because of what he knew their sin would lead them to. To pray for those we care about means we feel the pain of their judgment. It remains the truth to our day, that those who do not feel the suffering caused by sin cannot powerfully pray for the sinner. Jeremiah powerfully prayed for his people and he told them the truth consistently throughout his long life, until his death in exile in Egypt.

After the death of Josiah in battle at Megiddo against Necho, the people chose Jehoahaz as their king, but his reign was only three months until Necho came and demanded his replacement with a pro-Egyptian ruler as his vassal. 

The Egyptian appointee was Jehoiakim, who ruled from 607 – 597 BC, and followed the pleasure principle, which is the common choice of men who are in office because they lack other principles! He was, what we would call, a “plastic politician”, who is bendable to the will of all. Necho was beaten by the Babylonians at the world turning battle of Carchamesh. 

Jeremiah was busy during this reign trying to call the court and people to holy obedience to the Lord.  Jeremiah received the Lord’s revelation that the Babylonians were his instrument to punish the wicked, and their rule was not to be plotted against, but supported. 

They had been the instrument to destroy the Assyrians (610 BC – Fall of Nineveh, then 607 BC the final battles around Haran, associated with Carchamesh), and would discipline Egypt and create the peace under which the ancient world would be stabilized until taken over by the Persian Empire.

Jeremiah missed the first two deportations of exiles into Babylonia; the first in 605 BC involved Ezekiel and others like Daniel and his three friends, and the second in 597 BC. Jeremiah was the mentor of Ezekiel and possibly of Daniel also. 

To lose such men from daily contact made Jeremiah’s life the more lonely, and to be known as the man who spoke for Babylon rather than standing like a true patriot, against their conqueror made him appear to be a traitor, or a Quisling to many. Even though his people misunderstood his motives, this man stood for the unpopular truth of God in a time when patriotism would be identified with his opponents.

He was opposed strongly by false prophets in his days; notable amongst them were Zedekiah, Ahab, and Shemaiah. Jeremiah 29:26. They spoke of him as “a madman”, mocking his words, his Nazarite life, his poverty and his friendships. They were the rich and powerful men of their age and spoke to those who ruled, but after the second deportation there were few who could be respected amongst them. 

Jeremiah, as we will see, faced a power confrontation with another false prophet, Hananiah, recorded in Jeremiah 28, where the false prophet speaks as many today do, with confidence in their dreams, and assurance of their legitimacy. We are going to be reminded many times in this study, that sincerity is not truth, and is not to be confused with it. All who walk away from God’s path may have sincerity, but they are sincerely wrong, and their judgment will be the more harsh, because of the lies with which they deceive God’s people.

Jeremiah consistently chose to stand with God’s suffering people, keep speaking purely the Word of God, and turned away from clear promises of personal favour and wealth in Babylon, that were offered to him. Jeremiah 40:1-6. This man looked only to what his part was in the plan. He knew Daniel and Ezekiel’s paths were Babylon, and though he may have longed for their company there, he chose to dwell with the survivors in the land and try to be the Lord’s voice to these people. 

Dr McGee notes ten things about Jeremiah that stand as examples or service and challenges to us all.

1. He was born a priest, as we are born again into priesthood to the Lord. Jeremiah 1:1, 1 Peter 2:9.

2. He was chosen a prophet, to speak the Lord’s words only. Jeremiah 1:5, 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

3. He was called while still young. Jeremiah 1:6, 1 Timothy 1:11-16.

4. He was commissioned to be a prophet of God’s truth. Jeremiah 1:9-10, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.

5. He begins his ministry in mourning, when many feel the plan of God has failed them, yet the truth is God has not failed, they have failed to follow God. 2 Chronicles 35:25, 1 Corinthians 1:22-31.

6. He was forbidden to marry, for the distraction of marriage and family would have pulled him away from the hard words he had to preach. Jeremiah 16:1-4, 2 Timothy 2:1-10. 

7. He was rejected by his people, not making numbers of converts. As most judge success today he would be deemed a failure, as he never “had the numbers”. Jeremiah 11:19-21, 12:6, 18:18, 1 Timothy 6:20, 2 Timothy 4:3-4.

8. He was beaten, imprisoned, tortured, and threatened with death. Jeremiah 20:1-3, 37:11-16, Matthew 5:11-12, 10:16-18, John 15:18-21, 1 Peter 4:12-19.

9. His work broke his heart, so that he wanted to resign from the work and retire to a comfortable place, but the Lord reminded him that his call, like ours, was “unto death”. Jeremiah 20:9, 2 Corinthians 4:8-18, Hebrews 12:11-15.

10. He saw the destruction of his city and the Temple of Solomon, and saw that he had become a pilgrim, without city or temple on this earth. Jeremiah 42-43, Hebrews 11:13, 13:14, 1 Peter 2:9-12.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK
(After Dr J Vernon McGee, Thru The Bible with J Vernon McGee, 1982, Thomas Nelson and Co, Nashville, TN, Volume 3, Page 353).

SECTION 1 - HISTORICAL- THE CALL OF JEREMIAH - CHAPTER 1.

Jeremiah was called to ministry during the short reign of the good but foolish king Josiah and he was told from the beginning, as Paul would be later, Acts 9:15-16, that he would suffer greatly for the message he had responsibility to deliver consistently to God’s rebellious people. He was called into a hard ministry and the Lord tells him that he will strengthen him for the task, as he strengthened Isaiah one hundred years before. He ministers under the tragic king Jeconiah and then the evil king Zedekiah, and finally dies in exile in Egypt after the murder of the Babylonian and Jewish governor Gedaliah. 

SECTION 2 - PROPHEPHIES BEFORE THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH - CHAPTERS 2-20.

Chapters 2- 3:5
The indictment against the kingdom of Judah – that they had rejected God’s truth.

Chapter 3:6 – 6
Their “back sliding” steadily away from the truth they had been taught.

Chapters 7 – 10
Warnings given at the Temple Gate by the Lord’s prophet.

Chapters 11 – 12
The Facts given – they have walked away from the Mosaic revelation.

Chapter 13
The Parable of the Line Girdle.

Chapter 14 – 15
The Cycles of Discipline unfold. Leviticus 26:18-26. 

Chapter 16 – 17:18
The prophet is forbidden to marry because his suffering will be so great.

Chapter 17:19-27
The message to the King in the Gate of the city.

Chapters 18-19
The sign at the Potter’s house.

Chapter 20
The cost of telling the truth – Jeremiah’s persecution.

SECTION 3 - PROPHECIES DURING THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH 

Chapters 21-22
Nebuchadnezzar’s part in the plan of God described to King Zedekiah.

Chapter 23
Light shining in a very dark day.

Chapter 24
The Parable of the basket of figs.

Chapter 25
The Seventy Year captivity.

Chapter 26
A sermon in the Temple court during the short reign of Jehoiakim.

Chapters 27-28
The Parable of the Yokes.

Chapter 29
The first delegation of the Captivity receives hope. 

SECTION 4 - PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL

Chapter 30
The Great Tribulation.

Chapter 31
God’s power in the midst of adversity – “I Will”.

Chapter 32
Buying Real Estate as a testimony to faith in the future.

Chapter 33
The Coming Kingdom of David.

Chapter 34
Zedekiah’s captivity foretold.

Chapter 35
The obedience of the Rechabites.

Chapter 36
Jehoiakim shows his true colours by destroying the Word of God.

Chapter 37-38
Jeremiah suffers direct persecution through imprisonment.

Chapter 39
Jeremiah is released from prison as the city is captured. 

SECTION 5
PROPHECIES TO THE REMNANT LEFT BEHIND IN THE LAND

Chapter 40 – 42
Hope and guidance given to those who feel dispossessed and bereft.

SECTION 6 - PROPHECIES DURING JEREMIAH’S LAST DAYS IN EGYPT

Chapters 43-44
To the remnant in Egypt.

Chapter 45
To Baruch – his faithful servant.

Chapter 46
To Egypt.

Chapter 47
To the Philistines.

Chapter 48
To the Moabites.

Chapter 49
To Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Kedar, Hazor, Elam.

Chapters 50-51
To Babylon itself.

SECTION 7 – HISTORICAL - THE FALL OF JERUSALEM 

Chapter 52
The Fall of Jerusalem, exactly as the prophet had foretold it would occur. 

JEREMIAH SECTION 4
PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL

Chapter 30
The Great Tribulation.

Chapter 31
God’s power in the midst of adversity – “I Will”.

Chapter 32
Buying Real Estate as a testimony to faith in the future.

Chapter 33
The Coming Kingdom of David.

Chapter 34
Zedekiah’s captivity foretold.

Chapter 35
The obedience of the Rechabites.

Chapter
36
Jehoiakim shows his true colours by destroying the Word of God.

Chapter 37-38
Jeremiah suffers direct persecution through imprisonment.

Chapter 39
Jeremiah is released from prison as the city is captured. 

CHAPTER 30 

JEREMIAH 30 : 1-11

1  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book. 3  For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it. 4  And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. 5  For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. 6  Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? 7  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. 8  For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: 9  But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them. 10  Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid. 11  For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet I will not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.

REFLECTION
1  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book.

We have two areas of ministry; the first is as we speak and live out the words, and the second, which may be even more significant, is after we have stopped speaking but the memory of the words is alive and keeps working through one or other media. Jeremiah is to have three areas of service, both geographical and temporal. He is to continue ministering to the disobedient people of the land; they are his first group to whom he has been specifically called. 

The second group to which he ministers is the people already in Babylonian exile. He was one of their prophets for twenty years before they were taken, and his words continue to challenge them, and lay the foundation upon which Daniel and Ezekiel build. 

The third group incorporates all of mankind in all places the books of scripture are read since the days of Jeremiah. His words continue to burn into the souls of all people who read them, as we understand the security of the promises of the Lord, the stability of the Plan of the Lord, and the certainty of the final victory of the Lord.

Several times Jeremiah records specific prophecies and has Baruch read them aloud in the Temple, so the instruction here was given a number of times and various messages were recorded, through until the time when what we have now as the whole book was written in it’s final form. Jeremiah 36:1-10, 51:60-64. Writing things down was the norm, rather than the exception in the ancient world.  The liberal critics delight in arguing that the people were “oral tradition” people and so their writing was only of myths and is not to be trusted. 

Primitive peoples were “oral”, but these people were not in any sense primitive. They had advanced education in sciences, philosophy, religion, medicine and engineering, and the hundreds of thousands of tablets and thousands of manuscripts that have survived from the Middle East testify to their obsession with writing all sorts of things down and storing them.  

Egyptian education has taught Moses literacy and science over seven hundred years before this time of Jeremiah and he had written down things for the people of his own and later generations. Literacy was the norm, rather than the exception for Jews throughout their history. Exodus 17:14, Deuteronomy 31:19-21, 22-27, Job 19:23-24, Isaiah 8:1, 30:8, Daniel 12:4, Habakkuk 2:2-3. 

The books were written on clay tablets, with an iron stylus, or with ink upon Egyptian Papyrus, or if particularly valuable upon the skins of animals(velum).  Common letters were written upon papyrus or broken shards of pottery. Thousands of these have survived from earliest days, especially the clay tablets and pottery. The libraries of Nineveh and Ugarit have come down to us through the fires that destroyed their palaces and baked the clay hard for millennia. 

3  For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.

Jeremiah quotes the revelation he has already received, Jeremiah 29:7-14, reminding the people that the Lord has scattered them and they are to trust in the Lord for deliverance, for he will lead them back to the land. From the days of Israel’s destruction in 720 BC there were Jewish exiles from Syria through to Persia, all awaiting deliverance and restoration. 2 Kings 17:5-17. All will be able to return under the Medes and the Persians, and it is interesting to note from the 2 Kings passage that the Lord ensured they were sent by the evil Assyrians to the land of the very people who would decree for their ability to return. The people of Israel who returned had waited 184 years, with four generations separated from the land, before they were able to return. Psalms 53:6, Ezekiel 37:15-28, 39:25-29, 47:13-23, Joel 3:1-2, Amos 9:14-15, Obadiah 17-21, Zephaniah 3:20. 

Many returned from all the tribes (not just Judah) but more stayed behind and were, over the years lost to their true destiny. Faith and obedience were the two keys to restoration for them all; those who did not believe the promise and were not obedient to it lost the blessing of the promise that came only as they did what was required to receive it. This reminds us of God’s way of working with us all through the ages. The greatest re-gathering is yet to be seen and will occur, just as the others have, in God’s perfect timing through the direct agency of the Lord Jesus Christ. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study below that covers the historical sequence of events after the exile - PERSIAN KINGS IN DANIEL.

4  And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. 5  For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace.

Notice that the Lord, through his prophet, makes it clear that both Israel and Judah are involved in all these promises, and that all will be restored. When Jeremiah speaks these words the northern kingdom of Israel has been in captivity for one hundred and thirty years. This is another reminder that there are no such thing as “ten lost tribes”, for all are known to the Lord and were involved in both the return and the resettling of the land, so that by the days of the Lord and the apostles they spoke of the “twelve tribes” again. Acts 26:7, James 1:1. 

Even in Heaven there is no confusion of this fact. There are twenty four elders in Revelation 4:4, twelve for Israel’s tribes and twelve for the church, and they are all Jewish! This is just in case any Gentiles get arrogant and think that they are blessed without Israel! All British Israelism and all forms of “replacement theology” errs in not taking into account the full counsel of God’s Word, and so does not take into account Israel’s final role in the plan of God. At this point the people need to see that there is a significant time period of tribulation before they enter the place of blessing, and the tribulation must be accepted. 

Like all the prophets of old and all the preachers through the centuries, Jeremiah is to be “a voice”. We are all called to be the “voice of God” and give his message, not our own. Isaiah 40:3-4, 52:10. We are called to announce his policy as his heralds and neither to add nor subtract from it.  We are the voices of the Lord, called to draw attention to him and his word not ourselves. The message was a sad but necessary one, and it was given faithfully by the prophet with tears to those who had rejected the truth of God for salvation and so needed to hear the truth about judgment. Isaiah 5:18-30, 59:9-11, Amos 5:16-20, Luke 3:2-29, 19:41-48.   

6  Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness?

The vision that Jeremiah had was a glimpse of the despair of the men as they gripped their bowels with total and irresolvable fear gripping their body, and their faces ashen with fear and pain. Hunger and diseases associated with the final siege may also be a factor for them. Gastro-intestinal distress is an advanced sign of stress that has been internalized in the body over a long period of time. It involves a condition called “Irritable Bowel Syndrome” and often leads to “Ulcerative Colitis” and then to Bowel Cancer. These men are seriously in pain and grip their stomach/bowel in their distress, and the cause of al these things is the stress of the overwhelming fear associated with the final Babylonian invasion, from which they know, that none will escape. Finally these people will face the full reality of the cost of their rebellion and will die in despair and pain.

The analogy to childbirth is used by Jeremiah before and after this time, for in the days before pain relief the fear associated with childbirth was real for many as they faced the possibility of death, and many hours of pain that would only be over with birth of the baby, or death for one or both. Jeremiah 4:29-31, 6:24-26, 13:21-22. It was a picture used before and after Jeremiah’s days also, because it sums up two aspects of the day of the Lord’s judgment; sudden onset even though expected, and fear as to final outcome. Psalms 48:6, Isaiah 13:6-9, 21:2-9, Daniel 5:6, Hosea 13:9-14, Amos 5:16-20, Micah 4:9-10, Zephaniah 1:14-18.

7  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. 8  For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him:

This is one of the references that reminds us that there are to be several “times of Jacob’s trouble” before the final one that ends with the Lord’s coming. The first is here in the days of Babylonian captivity and is seventy years, the second occurs after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD and has lasted 1935 solar/standard years to the date I write this, (or 2102 lunar or prophetic years) for they still have troubles today. If we count the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD to 1967 when they Israeli Army retakes the city it was 1897 solar/standard years, or 2060 lunar or prophetic years (of 336 days, being 12 lunar months of 28 days – note that there are different ways of working this out, and 360 can also be used – so don’t fall out with those who differ with you). The third time of Jacob’s trouble will run for three and one half years of intense pressure during the Great Tribulation period. Ezekiel 7:1-12, Hosea 12:2-4, Joel 2:10-32, Amos 5:18-20, Zephaniah 1:14-18, Zechariah 14:1-2. 

Refer to the BTB doctrines below, DISPENSATION – THE TRIBULATION, TRIBULATION IN MATTHEW 24, TRIBULATION – SIGNS. Also refer to the doctrine on JACOB – THE PATRIARCH, for he is mentioned because of his personal characteristics, and because there is hope even for the worst of men when they turn to the Lord for their strength. Refer below to the doctrine of DELIVERANCE. 

9  But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them.

It is the Lord who ends the times of Jacob’s trouble by supernatural assistance. Each time to date the Jewish people have been miraculously delivered. In 1967, and again in 1973 the Israeli Army should not have won the battles when the balance of power was considered, for they were severely outnumbered, yet they were victorious and now live within the old City and have rebuilt a new one that is the greatest Jerusalem so far in history. Twice the Lord has delivered them and the third time the odds will be worse, from a human perspective, but they will still be delivered and the Lord will reign on David’s Throne from Jerusalem, over the entire earth. 

Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies below, DAVID – NOBILITY, and also DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM. The Lord will rule and David will be his co-regent upon and over the earth. There is glory coming to the earth and to Jerusalem that we can only marvel at now. Isaiah 55:1-5, Ezekiel 34:23-24, 37:20-28, Hosea 3:4-5. 

10  Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid.

This verse awaits final fulfilment, for each time so far that the Jewish people have been returned, they have faced a series of enemies at every step. Only the final return of the Lord to deliver into the Millennial kingdom will produce this deliverance. When he rules, for the first time upon this earth, there will be no fear at all, and none will feel dismayed at events, for there will be the assurance that will come from the sure knowledge that the Creator Saviour rules as king over all the earth. Hallelujah, Praise the Lord! Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Isaiah 41:9-15, Zephaniah 3:16-17. Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies of PERSECUTION, and also PEACE. 

11  For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet I will not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.

Even though the punishment of the Jewish people will be severe, it will be over one day, and they will be restored, but that will not be true for the nations that abuse them in their distress. The people of God will be saved and delivered and returned to their land, but the nations amongst whom they were scattered will be severely judged and destroyed for the evil they have done. Many, many verses in Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel that we have seen cover this truth. Judgment is predicted upon all the peoples who have abused the people of God. The Lord protects, delivers, and judges; it is in his hand that the destiny of nations rests.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. HISTORY IS IN THE LORD’S HANDS. The Lord our God rules even now, and his plan will work out in our life and in the history of the world itself. Let us express our faith in the plan by daily obedience to the revealed part that we are to play.

2. WE HAVE TWO TIME PERIODS OF MINISTRY. Remember that your witness is both now and after you leave this earth. We have to recall this fact and ensure that we leave a legacy of spiritual work that keeps on working well after our departure; be it by death or the rapture.

3. WE ARE TO BE A VOICE FOR THE LORD. We are not called to represent ourselves or our opinions, but those of the Lord. We are his “heralds” and that means we have one message only; his gospel message to the world.

4. JACOB’S TROUBLE HAS BOTH BEEN AND IS YET TO COME. As the Lord delivered in the past, just so will he deliver in the future. The Lord’s plan is secure and the outcome certain.

JEREMIAH 30 : 12-17

12  For thus saith the LORD, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous. 13  There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines. 14  All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for I have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy sins were increased. 15  Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto thee. 16  Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey. 17  For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.

REFLECTION
12  For thus saith the LORD, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous. 13  There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines.

The pressure that is to fall upon the city and nation of Judah is fatal and overwhelming, and there is no nation that will stand with them, nor any medicine to take that will heal them other than repentance. Their self inflicted wounds are incurable now. 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, Isaiah 1:4-6, 53:5, Ezekiel 37:11. We have the Lord to plead our case before the Throne of Grace, but these people have rejected the grace offer of deliverance and so there is no-one left to plead for they have rejected their Saviour. Romans 8:24-8, 33-34, 1 Timothy 2:5-6, Hebrews 7:23-27, 1 Peter 2:21-24, 1 John 2:1-6. 

14  All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for I have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy sins were increased.

The nation had played with immorality and deception. They had deceived God through their secret practises of paganism, they had deceived Nebuchadnezzar through their secret meetings with foreign plotters against the great king, and they had felt very “special” in all this. These people had become self centred and narcissistic, and so got carried away with their “James Bond” lives, with their secret meetings, their pleasurable sexual immorality and their murdering of anyone who opposed them. They had lived lives of palace intrigue and political power game playing. 

All God, and his servant the great king of Babylon, had called them to was straight living and honest dealings, but they felt so good in their plotting, that they valued their lovers ahead of their wives, their paganism ahead of their true faith, and the rewards of sin and crime ahead of honest toil under a hot sun. The man of the world would answer to such an observation, “well of course they would!” Unjust and immoral people are baffled at why we would work honestly under a hot sun when we can lie, cheat, fornicate, con and steal our way to financial ease. God’s call is to honesty when all around us are lying and cheating their way to riches. God’s call is to see that these people will court us like lovers but leave us just as quickly when we have served their purpose or changed our priorities.  They are con artists.
Foolish people are so shocked when their partners in crime and immorality turn on them, yet their dishonesty from the start should have been the clue that they could not be trusted. One counselling client of mine was directly approached by a multiply married woman who sought to begin a “lasting sexual relationship” with him. She told him that he was, “the most wonderful man” she had ever met, and that she would get rid of her partner for him. She told the man that she wanted him because her partner hadn’t been working professionally for some time, and that she had lost all respect for him. She promised this new man that he was, “the most special man of my whole life”. This woman was rich, professionally successful and attractive. It was, as he said to me with a smile, “a good temptation, even the best Satan had ever sent me”. 

His answer to her was strong, quiet and achieved it’s result. He simply said to her, “if I left my wife and children for you, it would simply prove I had no real character, and that one day I would leave you for another; that in effect, I was not worth having in the first place”. He then spoke of his integrity and faith. She drove away in her expensive car and said as she drove past him, “Boring!” He gave thanks to God that he was so labelled! He sought integrity and the joy of walking with God’s plan for his life, rather than short term pleasure and long term pain. 

The people of Jeremiah’s day selected the short term pleasure and the sexual and power game playing of the “rich and famous”. Our so called “celebrities” live just as these people did, and many today read in glossy magazines the stories of their many sexual partners and “conquests” and financial dealings and foolishly envy them, and then start to try to live like them in their own lives. It is the path of death! Proverbs 2-7.

15  Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto thee.

The people will cry aloud for the pain they are in, yet there is not point in their prayers for mercy at that point, for the Lord tells them, they will not be heard. The Lord asks them, “why are you crying out regarding the affliction you are suffering, as if you are surprised at the extent of your suffering?” They have been warned so many times of the cost of their persistent evil that they should not be baffled when the axe falls upon them. 

Ezekiel also had a terrible vision of the final judgment of the people in the Temple of the city of Jerusalem. Ezekiel 9:1-11. those who are killed have “a mark set on their foreheads” as a sign of their guilt and the death penalty assigned to them. We are reminded that, in God’s justice, only the guilty will pay the ultimate price. Even in the last days of terror some will be saved and go into captivity and so be delivered through repentance. Isaiah 30:12-18, Hosea 5:12-15, Micah 1:9, Malachi 4:1-2. Iniquity and sin that was persisted in beyond measure has brought them to judgment, and so only repentance will bring them to blessing again. Ezra 9:6-15, Nehemiah 9:24-37, Isaiah 59:1-4. There is hope in the Lord alone!

16  Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey.

There will be justice towards all who destroy Judah. There will be judgment upon all the nations who delight in the destruction of the Jewish people. They have been assigned to judge, but in their hatred they will delight in the murder of the people, and so they also will become the subjects of judgment, and in perfect justice, what they have meted out to Israel and Judah will be weighed out and meted out to them. Psalm 137 sums up the feelings of the Jewish people as they contemplate the fate of those who abused them. Isaiah 41:11-15, 47:5-11. There will be justice, but it will come in God’s timetable not theirs. The Lord’s plan alone is being followed here, not the plans or desires of men. The people desire vengeance now, but God’s plan calls for the same time to be given the pagans to repent as the Jewish people have had.

17  For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.

There is a strong promise of restoration and recovery of physical and spiritual health. The prophet who announces this will not see it. He is challenged to faith throughout his life; to speak the words of the Lord into a nation that rejects his words and tells him he lies. He is then called to preach restoration, and express his confidence in this, even though he will not see it. Jeremiah sets the example of true faith, speaking of things that are not yet as though they are now present, so sure is he of the truth of God’s holy Word. Romans 8:24-28, 2 Corinthians 4:18, Hebrews 11:1, 7-10, 24-27, 1 Peter 1:8, 2 Peter 1:1. Even though the nation of the Jews and their city are despised by all, remember that they are chosen by God and will be blessed by Him. Even though no-one seeks after the good of Zion it will be “found” by God and they will receive his blessing. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. PEOPLE CAN GO TOO FAR. We are called to pray for and reach to all who will hear us, but the day comes when they reject for the last time the truth we speak and they will enter into judgment and there will be no escape.

2. THE LORD JUDGES INIQUITY AND ONCE HE BEGINS HE DOES NOT STOP UNTIL HE IS DONE. There is no hope for those who reject their only hope. The logic of this must be preached to all we have opportunity to speak to. 


3. GOD IS NOT FINISHED WITH JUDAH AT THIS TIME, NOR WITH THE JEWS EVEN TODAY. There is hope for them as they repent and turn to the truth. Israel remains the time piece where we see the plan moving to its final end.

JEREMIAH 30 : 18-24

18  Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places; and the city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof. 19  And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small. 20  Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be established before me, and I will punish all that oppress them. 21  And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD. 22  And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 23  Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked. 24  The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, until he hath done it, and until he have performed the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.

REFLECTION
18  Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwellingplaces; and the city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof.

The restoration under Zerubbabel and later Nehemiah is foretold. All this happened exactly as it was foretold here, with the new palaces being built upon the ruins of the old ones. Today the archaeologists dig under Jerusalem and it is possible to go through the destruction levels right down to the Jebusite city.  They will be restored and not just their land, but they will build better houses upon the foundations of the old and broken ones. Ezra 3:6-15, Psalms 78:67-72, 85:1, 102:12-13, Isaiah 44:24-28, Haggai 2:4-9, Zechariah 1:17. The latter city will see more glory that the former city of David and Solomon. Solomon’s Temple had the Shekinah Glory within it, but the temple of Zerubbabel will have the living Shekinah enter it in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

19  And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small. 20  Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be established before me, and I will punish all that oppress them.

The great outpouring of thanksgiving occurred at the time of the restoration, as the people remembered the promises of God and saw them fulfilled in their sight. They rejoiced in the promises of the Word of God and saw that the Word was their hope and in faith they discovered their strength again as a people. Ezra 3:10-13, Nehemiah 8:8-18, 12:40-47, Psalms 53:1-6, 126:1-6. 

They will be blessed and prospered in numbers and wealth amongst the nations again. Under Solomon this nation had been the envy of the Middle East, but it had sunk to nothing over the subsequent four hundred years of idolatry and compromise. Isaiah 62:1-3, Zephaniah 3:19-20, Zechariah 9:9-17, 12:8-9. While these promises of prosperity were fulfilled in the days of the Persian Empire and afterwards, they were only partially fulfilled, and await their final completion in the reign of King Jesus over the whole earth after his triumphant return at the end of the Great Tribulation period. The children’s play was destroyed by the trauma of invasion and the murder of the people around them. There was a generation of exiles who were all suffering from what we would call Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), with such awful images in their minds that they would not have played, and many never smiled again. 

All of that awfulness will be wiped away with the next generation, who will grow up in Babylon, but will grow up as Bible believers and worshippers of the true God alone through heir acceptance of the work of Ezekiel. Psalms 90:12-17, 102:16-28. They will reject fully and finally the paganism that led their grandparents to death and their parents, as children, into captivity. The children of the exiles will play as children again and they will both sing and rejoice in the Lord their God, and so they will be established before the Lord their God. All those nations that oppressed the children of Israel in their distress will then be punished and the land will be restored to Israelites. Isaiah 49:26, 51:20-23.

21  And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD. 22  And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

The rulers over them in their captivity were Babylonian, but the day would come when their own people would be their “nobles”, or ruling class, again. Even in the captivity Daniel, through his spiritual status and faith in God, would rise to ruler over the entire city of Babylon before the Persian capture of it, and he would then be a leading ruler amongst the Persians also. When the days come to return the Persians appoint a descendent of the house of David, Zerubbabel, as their leader, with the descendents of the old nobility as their leaders. 

When the walls are to be rebuilt the next century the Persian king appoints his Jewish cupbearer Nehemiah to be Governor. Each of the great men who lead the rebuilding of the Temple (Joshua and Zerubbabel) and the later revival of worship and rebuilding of the city walls (Ezra and Nehemiah), is a man fulfilling these verses through their bible believing and applying lives. They heard the Word and believed it, applying it into every aspect of their daily lives. Hebrews 4:1-12.

23  Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked. 24  The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, until he hath done it, and until he have performed the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.

The judgment upon those who abused the people of God will be sudden and furious, like the mighty “whirlwind” that came out of desert in this country. It will not just come and go, but it will come, and stay until all is destroyed that is to be destroyed. Once again the selectiveness of the Lord’s judgment is seen, for only the people deserving of death die. It is the people who persist in their “wicked” behaviours that die. Even amongst the pagan nations there is forgiveness and deliverance for all who turn to the living God and devote themselves to holiness. 

God is described as “fierce” and so he is towards the very presence of sin or evil, and then to all who select that path as their way of life. God will judge at the Second Advent of the Lord and he will not stop judging until all sin and evil is eliminated from the earth. Isaiah 14:24-27, 46:11-13, Ezekiel 20:45-49, 21:1-7. The Lord will reveal to his prophet Daniel the secrets of the future and the interpretation of the visions and time frames given to Jeremiah. Daniel 2:27-30, 7:1ff, 8:1ff, 9:1-2.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WHAT GOD PROMISES, GOD PERFORMS. Once we have the clear understanding of the Word of God we have the certainty of what will occur and we need no other human help to understand. Our job as Pastor-teachers of the Word, as heralds of the King, is to make his policy clear to all the Lord’s people so that they might rejoice in adversity for they see the certainties of his final victory.

2. ISRAEL WAS RESTORED AND IS AGAIN IN THE LAND. This has prophetic significance and is an indication that the days are short for us all. We have a solemn responsibility to preach the truth of the Word of God so that all Jewish, Moslem and pagan peoples know the truth about the soon coming King. Our role today is to get the truth of the Word out to al places so that even after we are gone the material works in the hearts of those left behind and leads then to prepare for the coming King.

3. TRAUMA IS AWFUL, BUT IT CAN LEAD TO BLESSING. Romans 8:28 only applies to those who “are called according to his purpose” for their lives. Let us ensure we dedicate ourselves daily to the purpose and calling of God upon our lives. His plan alone will keep us going through the troubles that this world may bring to us. Let us pray each day for the deliverance that the Lord alone can bring to us.

TOPICS

PERSIAN KINGS IN DANIEL

1. Scripture:  Daniel 11:2 "And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than all, and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia. "

2. The first king is CAMBYSES the son of Cyrus. He reigned from 532-522 BC He is known in (Ezra 4:6) as Ahasuerus, which is a title not a name. CAMBYSES had a brother, SMERDUS, who accepted Zoarastrism, the worship of fire based in Persia. CAMBYSES set off to conquer Egypt, having killed his brother because he feared a palace plot. The Median magi, the priests of Zoastrism, put their own man on the throne and arranged for the poisoning of Cambyses on his way back from Egypt. Cambyses was pro-Semitic and probably a believer.

3. The second king was the protégé of the Median magi called Pseudo Smerdus or Gantmata. He was the evil king who stopped the work on the temple. He took the title of ARTAXERXES (Ezra 4:7). He ruled for only eight months and was killed by Cambyses' general, Darius. Artaxerxes was anti-Semitic.

4. DARIUS (521-486 BC) was a believer. He is known as Darius the Great. It was during his reign that the temple was completed and the Jews had great protection. It took him six years to quell all rebellion. In 515 BC he divided the Persian Empire into 20 states containing 75 million people. The system installed by Darius was based on concepts started by Daniel. The Jews were given self-rule and allowed to exist as a separate country. Darius was pro-Semitic.

5. XERXES 1 (486-465 BC) the son of Darius. Darius was about to return to Greece to destroy the Greek civilisation as he considered them as decadent, but he died and Xerxes went in his stead. Xerxes was a believer who did not progress in his walk as a believer.

6. Xerxes took five years to equip and organise an army to attack Greece. It amounted to 21/2 million men with a fleet of 100 warships. Xerxes was far richer than his forebears, fulfilling the prophecy in (Daniel 11:2). This is the Persian king of (Esther). Xerxes was pro-Semitic. This is shown by the fact that after the Haman plot he made Mordecai the Jew Prime Minister of Persia.

7. ARTAXERXES 11 (465-425 BC) is not mentioned in (Daniel 11:2) but was the king whose edict in 445 BC commenced Daniel's 70 weeks.

8. Edicts By Persian Kings Involving The Jews

There were three edicts issued by Persian princes dating after the time of Daniel and relating to the Jews returning to their homeland. They were:-

a) The edict of Cyrus in 538 BC to rebuild the House of the Lord (Temple) (Ezra 1).

b) The edict of Darius in 520 BC to rebuild the temple which is found in (Ezra 6). Darius' edict was to confirm Cyrus' previous order, the temple works having been stopped after the death of Cyrus.

c) The edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC (Nehemiah 2).

DISPENSATIONS: THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

TRIBULATION IN MATTHEW 24

TRIBULATION:  SIGNS

1. One World

a) One Worldism (Revelation 13:7, 16-18)

b) One World Church (1 Timothy 4:1, Revelation 17)

c) One World Economy (1 Timothy 6:10, Revelation 13:16, 17)

2. Political Signs

a) Israel (Luke 21:29-32)

b) King of the North (Ezekiel 38:1, 12)

c) King of the East (Revelation 16:12, 9:16)

d) King of the West (Daniel 11:40-45)

e) King of the South (Daniel 11:40-45)

3. Natural Signs

a) Earthquakes (Luke 21:11)

b) Famines (Matthew 24:7)

c) Weather (Luke 21:25)

d) Diseases (Luke 21:11a)

4. Man made Signs

a) Wars Hot and Cold (Matthew 24:6, 7)

b) Preparation for War (Joel 3:9, 10)

c) Knowledge and Technology (Daniel 12:4)

d) Travel (Daniel 12:4)

e) Pollution (Revelation 8:10-11)

f) Moral Decline (Luke 17:26, 2 Tim 3:3)

g) Homosexuality (Luke 17:28-30)

h) Apostasy and False Prophets (Matthew 24:5, 24)

i) Witchcraft and Occultism (1 Timothy 4:1, 2)

j) Drugs (Revelation 9:21)

JACOB – THE PATRIARCH

1. SCRIPTURE - Genesis 25:21 - 50:13; Hebrews 11:21.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Jacob received his name at birth when he was born second, clutching the heel of his elder brother Esau. Jacob means "he clutches" or "the supplanter". The eldest son received rulership of the family. He was the priest and had the double portion as a birthright. Esau sold Jacob his birthright for a meal. This custom of selling the birthright is confirmed on the Nuzi tablets which were found south east of Nineveh. Isaac blessed Jacob irrevocably (Genesis 27:35f.) thus Jacob became the inheritor of Canaan (Romans 9:10-13). Esau received Edom. After the blessing Jacob fled to Bethel where his grandfather had built an altar (Genesis 12:8). Here he received the vision of Jacob's ladder. Continuing to the north east he travelled to Haran where he met Rachel at the well as Eleazer had met Rebekah (Genesis 24:11) (see Isaac). Jacob served Laban 20 years, seven for Leah, seven for Rachel and six for flocks. Whilst there he was blessed with eleven sons and a daughter. He became very prosperous and left Haran while his father-in-law Laban was out shearing (Genesis 31:22f.). Laban pursued Jacob to Gilead where a pact was drawn up between them. Travelling to Mahanaim, Jacob sent out scouts to discover Esau's attitude (Genesis 32:1f.). Just as he was about to ford the river Jabbok, he wrestled with a "man", receiving a permanent hip injury. His name was changed here from Jacob to Israel, and is probably the place of Jacob's conversion (Genesis 32:24-30, cf. Genesis 28:20,21; Hosea 12:4). Jacob now purchased land at Shechem. After Isaac's death he settled in Hebron (Genesis 35:28,29). Jacob the patriarch gave one of the three great prophecies in Genesis - the prophecy of the twelve tribes (Genesis 49) prior to his death at the age of 130. He was buried at Machpelah near Hebron (Genesis 50:13).

3. EVALUATION

a) Jacob is considered the child of favour (Malachi 1:2; Romans 9:10-13).

b) He is described as the heir of the divine promise (Hebrews 11:9).

c) Jacob is a man of blessing (Hebrews 11:20,21).

d) He is linked with Abraham and Isaac (2 Kings 13:23; Mark 12:26,27).

e) Israel is called the house of Jacob (Isaiah 8:17; Micah 2:7).

f) Israel is called the sons of Jacob (1 Kings 18:31; Malachi 3:6).

g) Israel is called the seed of Jacob (Isaiah 45:19; Jeremiah 33:26).

h) Israel is called the community of Jacob (Deuteronomy 33:4).

i) Israel is called Jacob (Hosea 10:11).

j) God had a plan for Jacob's life, to form a major role in His nation Israel.

k) Jacob went from Bethel, "the house of God", to Haran, "a dried up place".

l) He spent a night at Bethel and twenty years at Haran.

m) He eventually entered fully into God's plan after a long and arduous struggle.

n) The supplanter Jacob became the prince Israel.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God in His foreknowledge loves the believer even prior to his birth (Romans 9:10-13).

b) Yet He does not coerce the free will of the believer (Revelation 3:20).

c) We become new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

d) Preferential treatment in a family causes jealousy (1 Samuel 1:5,6).

e) God can convert our weakness of character and stubbornness to His glory (2 Corinthians 12:10).

f) The plan of God is always superior to the plan of man (Job 42:2-6).

DELIVERANCE

1. We are delivered from spiritual darkness Colossians 1:13

2. We are delivered from sin 2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 6:7

3. We are delivered from death Hebrews 2:14

4. We are delivered from judgment Romans 8:1
DAVID - NOBILITY

1. SCRIPTURE - 1 Chronicles 11-29; 1 Samuel 16 - 1 Kings 2:12

2. BIOGRAPHY

David was born in the 10th Century BC into the tribe of Judah. He was the youngest of eight brothers (1 Samuel 17:12). His father was Jesse. Unlike his brothers, David was a shepherd, in which capacity he learnt courage which he later used in battle (1 Samuel 17:34,35). He also learnt tenderness and care for his flocks, a side of David which was reflected in his writings of God (eg Psalm 23). Like Joseph before him, his many talents were a cause of jealousy for his brothers (1 Samuel 17:28). When Saul was rejected, Samuel, guided by God, anointed David at Bethlehem (1 Samuel 16:1-13). God selected David to minister to Saul (1 Samuel 16:17-21), which he did, utilising his musical skills. David in his famous contest with Goliath showed himself as a courageous believer. Saul's attitude continued to decline. He became jealous of David, which resulted in David's flight from the King (1 Samuel 22:6-19). Eventually Saul was killed in the battle of Gilboa in 1056 BC. David mourned his passing (2 Samuel 1:17-27). At 30 years of age (2 Samuel 5:4) David began his reign of 40 years in Hebron as King of Judah. Seven years later he became King of the whole of Israel, reigning from Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:5), which he captured from the Jebusites. David's life, however, was not without sin and anguish. His scheming in conjunction with his taking of Bathsheba and consequent loss of his children is well known. He is nevertheless held up as the prime example of a man after God's heart and the great King from whom the King of Kings was to descend. David died aged 70 and was buried at Jerusalem (1 Kings 2:10,11).

3. EVALUATION

a) David was not highly regarded by his father (1 Samuel 16:11).

b) Samuel however was able to discern that the youngest son of Jesse was the chosen one of Israel (1 Samuel 16:12,13).

c) He was able to assist Saul in times of stress with his skilful playing of the harp (1 Samuel 16:23).

d) While acting as a shepherd he had killed both a lion and a bear (1 Samuel 17:34-37).

e) He uses this experience when he faces Goliath of Gath, the Philistine champion (1 Samuel 17:39-51).

f) He selects five smooth stones as there were five giants in the Philistine army, comprising Goliath, Goliath's brother (2 Samuel 21:19), Ishbi-benob (2 Samuel 21:16), Saph (2 Samuel 21:18), and six fingers and six toes (2 Samuel 21:20).

g) In his flight from Saul, David has opportunities to ascend the throne by killing Saul, but does not (1 Samuel 24:4-7; 26:7-12).

h) David showed compassion to Mephibosheth, the crippled descendant of Saul (2 Samuel 9).

i) David's desire for Bathsheba causes him to cause the murder of one of his greatest warriors Uriah (2 Samuel 11).

j) David confessed his sin asking that the Holy Spirit be not taken from him (Psalm 51:11).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God uses people who may not be of great importance in the world's view (1 Corinthians 1:26-28).

b) Spiritual values are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14).

c) Music has therapeutic values for some types of disorders.

d) Previous experience and skills can be utilised by God in His service (Acts 22:3).

e) With God nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37).

f) The Christian soldier must be adequately prepared for all eventualities (the five stones).

g) Violent revolution and coup d'etats never achieve anything as the new regime is almost always worse than that overthrown (Judges 9).

h) The timing for change is in the hand of the Lord. Whether one is promoted or not is dependent on God's plan for your life (Psalm 113:7,8).

i) True nobility is showing generosity and compassion to your enemies (Matthew 5:44).

DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM

1. General Scripture:  Many Old Testament passages, Revelation 20

2. Limits:  Second Advent to Great White Throne Judgment

3. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 1,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - the person of Christ.

d) Evangelists - the person of Christ.

e) Major Judgments

i) Baptism of Fire (Matthew 3:12, 24:36-41)

ii) Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15)

iii) Destruction of Universe (2 Peter 3:7-13)

f) Death extremely rare in the Millennium. Extended life span. (Isaiah 65:20)

g) At death, unbelievers - Torments.

h) Priesthood - Christ.

i) The Law - no Law, Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law. (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - universal indwelling of the believer. (Joel 2:28-29)

k) Environment - perfect (Isaiah 11:1-9)

l) Satan - chained in the abyss until the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:2-3)

m) Rebellion - unbelievers at the end of the Age. (Revelation 20:7-9)

n) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28,29)

o) No human religion - Satan bound - no influence on the earth. (Isaiah 2:3, John 8:44 cf Rev 20:1-3)

p) Israel -restored (Isaiah 35:3-10)

q) Universal peace (Psalm 46:9, Hosea 2:18, Micah 4:3)

r) Perfect government with Christ as King (Isaiah 11:1-5, Zechariah 14:9)

s) Universal prosperity (Psalm 72:7)

t) Universal knowledge of God. (Isaiah 11:9)

u) Radical changes in nature - restored to perfection as in the Garden of Eden

i) Mankind loosened from the bondage of sin. (Romans 8:19-22)

ii) Sin has no adverse effect on nature (Genesis 3:17-18 cf Isaiah 35:1-2,7)

iii) Animals will lose their ferocity (Isaiah 11:6-8, 65:25)

v) Millennium - begins with believers only.

PERSECUTION

1. From the beginning of time the good have been persecuted by the evil, the believer by the unbeliever, the spiritual by the carnal. (Genesis 4:5-8, 37:23, Exodus 1:10ff, Matthew 5:12, Luke 11:47-51, Acts 7: 52)

2. Hatred of godly people comes from their silent conviction of sin in the lives of those who are disobedient. (John 3:16-36, 15:22-25, Hebrews 11:38, 1 John 3:12)

3. Jesus warned his followers that they would face persecution. (Matthew 5:11, 12, 44,  10:23, Luke  11:49, 21:12, Mark 4:17, John 15:20 , 21)

4. The Lord was persecuted unto death.

5. The early church faced persecution very soon after the resurrection. (John 20:19, Acts 3, 4, 6, 7,9,12)

6. The apostles were persecuted. Of all the apostles, only John died a "natural" death - all of the others were martyred. (Acts  9:1-3, 12 1-5, 1 Corinthians 20:19, 2 Corinthians 11:23 ff.)

7. Persecution refines and strengthens faith. (James 1:2-4)

8. All who have suffered persecution for the Lord's sake will receive a crown of reward and eternal blessing. (John 16:33, Revelation 6:9-11, 8:9-17, 20:4, 5)

PEACE

Three types of peace are referred to in the Bible.

1. Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2. Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9) - Reconciliation.

3. Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7) - The Spirit filled life.

CHAPTER 31

JEREMIAH 31:1-6 - THE TEN TRIBES RESTORED TO BLESSING ALSO

1  At the same time, saith the LORD, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 2  Thus saith the LORD, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest. 3  The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 4  Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. 5  Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things. 6  For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.

REFLECTION
1  At the same time, saith the LORD, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.

As we have seen a number of times before; there are no “lost ten tribes”, for their location have always been known to both God and man. They had gone into Assyrian captivity in 720 BC, and it would be 536 BC when they would be released, with the others, and be able to return to their ancestor’s land. They had been more thorough in their decline into evil and more systematic in their rejection of the true worship and the acceptance of synchronistic worship involving foreign gods and rituals.  Few would return, but apparently some from each tribe did do so.
They were scattered amongst the Assyrian and Persian peoples, but under the first of the Median Kings, and under the leadership of the believers from the Southern Kingdom’s remnant, they would also be released back to the land. They lost their tenure to the land through sin and evil, and those who return will re-enter the land through obedience and the same spiritual revival that has delivered in captivity those from the south. There will be a reuniting of the land again through this revival, and the rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem will be the focal point for the entire land, and those in the north will go there, not to Samaria.

The covenant of God was with Abraham and his seed, and this included his descendents, both genetically and through adoption by faith. Genesis 17:5-8, 49:1-33, Exodus 3:13-16, Leviticus 26:12, Psalms 48:14, 144:15, Isaiah 41:8-15, Ezekiel 11:17-21, 34:23-31, Galatians 3:6-7. The remnants of the ten tribes and the remnants of the two southern tribes and Levi will return around 536 BC, with others drifting back over the next century.  Sadly many stayed in the Eastern states and in the early centuries of our era the population in Egypt and Babylon was far bigger than that in the land of Israel, just as today there are more Jews in New York than Jerusalem, and America than in Israel! The final restoration of all the tribes awaits the return of the Lord and this is prophesied clearly in a number of places; especially in Isaiah 11:11-16, and in Ezekiel 37:1-28, where we have the vision of the Valley of Dry Bones. Also refer, Hosea 1:10-11, Zechariah 10:10-12, Romans 11:25-32. Refer to doctrinal study of EZEKIEL 

2  Thus saith the LORD, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.

Both the northern and southern kingdoms were “put to the sword” due to their sin and evil. They had ignored the legitimate demands of their Lord and God and so paid a terrible price for their sins, but would be restored, through a “wilderness experience”. Moses had his “backside of the desert” time, as did Paul, and the two parts of the nation of Israel were taken by the Lord for discipline, and they finally learned the truth about blessing. Exodus 3:1-2, Nehemiah 9:15-18, Psalms 78:14-16, 39-40, 105:37-45, 136:16-26, Isaiah 63:7-9, Ezekiel 20:14-20, Galatians 1:15-17. 

3  The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee.

Rather than the reference here being to time alone, it is in the Hebrew idiom for distance, both temporal and spatial. The message of the Lord is from far away, beyond time and space. The Lord has appeared to the prophet (not to those who oppose him) and he has a message for the people, and that is from the very mind of God. The message is one of grace and loving kindness, but also of judgment, if the grace is rejected. 

The prophet urges them to see the heart and mind of God towards them, and it is a mind and heart of grace and loving kindness; the Lord’s desire is to bless them and restore them to their place amongst the nations. This was the message from “far away” in the deserts of Sinai when the Lord spoke through Moses. Deuteronomy 7:6-11. God’s love is an everlasting love. We are the beloved of the Lord, both now and forever. Psalms 103:17, Isaiah 45:17-23, 54:6-10, Hosea 11:1-4, John 6:44-45, Ephesians 1:3-8, 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14, 2 Timothy 1:8-13. 

4  Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry.

When the Lord builds, that which is built remains and prospers until he moves against it, for his own reasons. It is his plan that is working out upon the earth and no other! He is Lord of all. Ephesians 2:20-22. The Lord operates by grace and loving kindness and so what he builds is built, and it is only removed when those involved reject all of his character, plan and purpose for their lives. David recognizes this after his great sin with Bathsheba and prays that the Lord his God will build the city in strength, for he sees that whatever he builds is built with sin at it’s heart. Psalms 51:17-19, 69:29-36. 

Unless the Lord builds the house it will surely fall, for all the strength of man is as the grass; here today and tomorrow blown away in the wind. Psalms 37:2, 90:5, 102:4, 103:15, Isaiah 40:6-8, Luke 12:16-21, James 1:10-11, 1 Peter 1:24. There is a merry making that indicates careless ease, when fear would be more appropriate, but there is also rejoicing and singing to reflect the truth of God’s deliverance, and that is the joy that is in view here. The days will come when the people can truly and lastingly rejoice in the Lord their God, and then their dancing will be both abandoned and spiritual. Psalms 149:1-5, 150:1-6. 

5  Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things.

The lands around Samaria were desolate, and had been for one hundred and twenty plus years, since the terrible Assyrian destruction of 720 BC. They were a standing reminder of the terrible cost of failed rebellion against a great power, but the lesson was ignored by the government leaders of Judah. This very place of idolatry and its judgment will become a pleasant vineyard and the grapes shall be so plentiful that everyone will enjoy them. There is blessing in the place where before there was only cursing. Isaiah 62:6-12, 65:21-25, Micah 4:4, Zechariah 3:10. 

6  For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.

The watchman upon the walls of the cities of the Northern Kingdom of Israel were mainly there to warn about attacks from Judah and the people were forbidden to travel south to celebrate in the Temple of Solomon, their wicked kings building a false altar to paganism in the midst of Samaria as their religious heart. 1 Kings 12:26-33. Rather than the evil of Samaria being continued, in this final day, the blessing of the Lord will come upon them all, and they will call their people to go down to Jerusalem to worship the true God of all there. Isaiah 2:2-5, 11:11-14, Hosea 1:11, Micah 4:1-3, Zechariah 8:20-23.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD WILL BUILD UP HIS NATION ISRAEL AGAIN. They have returned in unbelief in our day, but will be restored fully in belief and blessing in a latter time. They will be restored; there is no doubt about their final victory, for we have God’s holy Word upon it.

2. THOSE WHO ESCAPED JUDGMENT THROUGH CONFESSION FOUND GRACE IN THE WILDERNESS. Often we need to be brought to a wilderness place before we find blessing through our confession and renewed obedience to the revealed truth of the Word of God.

3. GOD’S LOVE FOR US IS AN EVERLASTING LOVE. We are recipients of his lasting love and concern and are never away from his loving care as his blood bought sinners. We are his and his we remain forever. Refer to the BTB study below – CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL SECURITY.

JEREMIAH 31:7-14

7  “For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. 8  Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither. 9  They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 10  Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. 11  For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. 12  Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all. 13  Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. 14  And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.”

REFLECTION
7  For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel.

The Lord orders rejoicing as the most appropriate response to his actions in deliverance of the people. They are to be the Lord’s heralds and announce his acts amongst the nations. The people will all praise the Lord their God for his deliverance and it will be without bitterness or resentment. Psalm 96:1-3, 98:1-4, 117, 138:2-8, Isaiah 12:4-6, 24:14-19, 42:10-12, Zephaniah 3:14-20. The use of the term Jacob reminds us of the failings of that great man, and of the nation named after him. He was the supplanter who became the prince of God (Israel), just like ourselves; sinners saved by grace and lifted up to become the sons and daughters of God.  Refer to the BTB study below on ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD and also JACOB on page 23. 

 8  Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither.

The re-gathering of Israel is yet to occur as described here, for the Lord does this gathering, not the governments of men. They will be brought from all lands to the south in Africa, and from all the coastal lands of the entire earth. Those who are disabled in any way will be involved in this re-gathering, and their disability or stage in pregnancy will not hinder them. Psalms 98:1-9, 107:1-7, Isaiah 40:11, 42:16, 43:5-12, 45:17-25, 52:10, Ezekiel 20:34, 34:11-16. Notice in these passages and their contexts that the re-gathering of Israel occurs when the Lord comes to judge the earth. In time sequence it occurs after the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. Refer to the BTB doctrine, PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS. 

9  They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 10  Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.

There will be rejoicing, but also weeping and prayers for the lost and for the wasted days and years before their salvation. These people have been saved in the midst of the Great Tribulation period, and so have been saved for not more than seven years. Those who are mature adults have spent most of their lives in paganism before their salvation through this terrible time period, and so their relief and joy at deliverance and at seeing the promises of God fulfilled is tainted by sadness at the wasted time before, and the great regrets regarding their own early lives and the lives and deaths of their unsaved neighbours and relatives through this period. 

Saved Mankind faces the full consequences of their and their unsaved neighbour’s choices at this time, and they are re-gathered in a world that looks all but destroyed. The Lord alone can restore the damage done through this time by extensive pollution and warfare. See the doctrinal studies of CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DESTINY OF BELIEVERS, and also UNBELIEVER

Ezra records that at the rebuilding and re-dedication of the Temple of Jerusalem there was the same mixed rejoicing and weeping. Ezra 3:10-13. The people returned at that time to devastation and felt a little of what the people of the final re-gathering will feel. Psalms 126:5-6. It will take years to bury the dead and clean up the land after the Great Tribulation! 

Their sorrow is godly sorrow, and works out for their benefit. Tears are meant to purify the soul and stabilize the person, after their grief is acknowledged, in a new place of obedient service to their Lord in purity of thought and deed. 2 Corinthians 7:8-12. These Jewish believers can come to their new and lasting home upon the earth with prayerful preparation for their task of purifying the land and in their own prayerful preparation they ready themselves for that task. Isaiah 35:3-10, 41:8-20. 

They will walk back into the land by roads prepared for them. This is covered more fully in the EBCWA commentary on the Isaiah passages, so refer to each of these in the Isaiah study commentaries. These roads are cut straight and run smoothly through the desert places back to the land and it’s capital. It is of note that straight roads are already being cut through various Arab lands that all lead directly towards Jerusalem. These roads are being made with malice, but will be walked with prayer and praise, and many within the Arab nations, as their saved remnant, will rejoice as the Jews walk through their lands back to their home. Isaiah 40:1-5, 57:13-15, 63:16. God is their father, and they will re-enter into family blessing at that time, possibly with the Lord’s prayer and the Sh’ma Y’srael on their lips, Number 6:4-5, Matthew 6:9-13. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study, CHRIST – SHEPHERD. 

11  For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. 12  Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.

The enemy of Israel was always stronger and more numerous than they were, and this has continued to the present day, and will continue to be true until the Lord’s return. The nation is redeemed and ransomed from their sins and their enemies. Refer to the BTB doctrine – SALVATION – REDEMPTION. Psalms 142:6, Isaiah 44:21-23, 48:20-22, 49:24-26, Hosea 13:14, Matthew 20:28, Titus 2:14, Hebrews 2:14-18. 

The only deliverance is by the hand of the Lord for us all. We are delivered from danger, only through the agency of the Lord, and in accordance with the plan of God. In the plan we have safety, and that is true whatever the odds against us, but outside the plan we have no security at all. There is joy that is lasting at that time. They must walk through the grief of the consequences of man’s sin in the post-tribulational destroyed world, but they under the Lord’s guidance restore the world and rejoice in it. Refer to BTB study KINGDOM:  MILLENNNIAL KINGDOM. 

Redemption bears fruit in the heart of the redeemed. That fruit will be Redeemer/Christ-centredness, rather than self centredness, and will be joy and praise for the Lord rather than pre-occupation with self centred pleasures in this life. Redemption means that you are delivered from slavery to freedom because of the agency of another, and anyone fully appreciating how they were so delivered, will spend the rest of their lives praising and glorifying the one who set them free. This is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and the true evidence of genuine salvation. 

If people do not show this evidence of deliverance, then it is logical to conclude they have not been genuinely delivered! Galatians 5:15-25. 

Refer to all the following passages again (for we repeat this study often, and as a pastor you need to repeat this annually, if not more) and reinforce in your own mind the vital nature of the fruit as evidence of the genuine nature and certification of origin of the tree! Matthew 7:15-23, 12:33, 13:23, John 15:2-16, Romans 6:21-23, 7:4-6, 9:16-23, Philippians 1:9-11, James 3:17-18.  If there is not the fruit of the Holy Spirit in a life then the Holy Spirit is not there!
When the Holy Spirit moves upon people he leads them to their Saviour, and brings them from death to life, and from paganism to purity of life and faith. Genuine transformation is the sign of the Holy Spirit’s presence, hypocrisy of life and lips is the sign of the Satanic counterfeit of false religion. Psalms 130:1-8, Hosea 2:19-23, 3:5, Zechariah 9:12-17.

Jeremiah’s world was surrounded by the fake and yet the true was present in the midst of it. Refer to the BTB studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT, and in the same section, THANKFULNESS, and then under the sub section ANGELS – SATANIC REVIVAL and, SATANIC STRATEGY AND TACTICS. In then in the sub-section CHURCH study PRAISE AND WORSHIP. 

When we join together in worship of the Lord we have three immediate by-products that we are meant to enjoy well before the Millennial Kingdom. They are unity amongst the brethren, and peace and prosperity of soul, which overflows in the abolition of fear and worry from the heart and mind. The Lord’s plan produces peace of mind in the midst of pressure situations. The Holy Spirit produces this stability and unity of spirit in the believer, who feels and acts within the principles of grace, mercy and peace, celebrating the new family bonds they have in and through the Spirit and the Son’s work and the father’s plan. If there is not unity and joy, then there is sin. Ephesians 4:3-16. 

13  Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.

The dance of the virgins was a sacred dance of joy in the Lord and his plan for their lives it was not a dance of sexuality. All the people would dance in sacred joy at times of real celebration of the fulfilment of the plan and purpose of God. Nehemiah 12:27, 43-47, Psalms 30:11, 149:1-4, Zechariah 8:4-13. 

They have many reasons to mourn, as we have seen, after the great troubles and death of the Great Tribulation period, but they rejoice in the Lord here. Millennial blessings bring joy, and the blessings of the new heavens and new earth afterwards bring even greater joy eternally. Isaiah 35:10, 51:3-12,  60:20-22, 61:1-3, 65:17-25, John 16:22, Revelation 5:9-10, 7:17, 20:4-6, 21:1ff.  

14  And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.

There is a joy that fills the soul for a time but then sadness returns after a while, but that is not the situation here, for the Millennial and eternal reigns of the Lord are without any sorrow or regrets. This fills the soul up with satisfaction (shalom), and with a spirit of relaxed joy. There is no frustration, nor any sense that something is missing. On this present earth many feel that sense that there is something missing from their lives. 

Often it is a relationship with the Saviour and Lord, but even believers at times feel vaguely “robbed” or denied something. At this time in history and beyond it, there will be no sense of anything missing for the Lord will have provided everything man needs. If the people of the Lord are not satisfied with his goodness then they do not have the right perspective. This statement sums up the problem of the generation of Jeremiah’s day, as it does our own. We are all too often not satisfied with the Lord’s provision, and seek more of someone else’s, or our own lust’s fulfilment. The challenge to these people and to ourselves is that we be satisfied with the Lord and relax with appreciation and joy in his provision for our lives. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. TODAY WE GLIMPSE MILLENNIAL BLESSING THROUGH THE INDWELLING HOLY SPIRIT.  We have a glimpse of blessing now, but we can then be overwhelmed by the cares of this world again. That is the norm in a world that is still the scene of the Angelic Conflict. These glimpses of joy are given to us to encourage us to keep our focus forward to the coming of the Lord and the final redemption of all things at the time of his taking reign over the earth.

2. GOOD GRIEF IS NOT WRONG. We ought to weep for the consequences of sin and evil upon ourselves or others, for as we feel their fate we purify our own hearts toward the holy God. 

3. THE CHRIST-CENTERED LIFE IS THE OBEDIENT LIFE. The fruit of the Holy Spirit MUST be present or the Holy Spirit is not present! Beware of the impact of any person who lacks spiritual fruit in the Lord’s service, for they are not serving the Lord, they are serving themselves! No fruit = no root! If a person is not firmly rooted and grounded” in the rock of Christ they will produce the fruit of the Old Sin Nature and that fruit must be spotted or such play actors (hypocrites) will spoil the Lord’s work.

4. UNITY OF PURPOSE CHARACTERIZES THE BELIEVER’S RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS. Irrespective of personal differences the filling of the Holy Spirit will bind us together in unity of purpose without any personal agendas. 

Those who take things personally and are always getting personally affronted or insulted in the Lord’s work are still too self centred, and need to allow the Holy Spirit to remove their self centeredness. We unite with people in the Lord’s service who we may not ever sit around the table with at home. We do not have to like our brethren in the Lord, nor fellowship with them all, for they will differ from us in many respects, but we are called to love them in the Lord, and we are called to unite with them in the work.

5. LET US PRACTICE SATISFACTION IN THE LORD HERE AND NOW. Let us relax in the Lord’s provisions for us and rejoice in his plan and obediently serve him in unity of purpose with the body of Christ. 

JEREMIAH 31:15-22

15  Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. 16  Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy. 17  And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall come again to their own border. 18  I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God. 19  Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth. 20  Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD. 21  Set thee up way marks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities. 22  How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man.

REFLECTION
15  Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. 16  Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.

While these sad and terrible words were fulfilled by the massacre of the innocents under Herod, they yet await a more terrible fulfilment in the Great Tribulation, for the slaughter of those days will make the murders of Herod as he hunted the Christ child pale into insignificance. The killings will be extensive.

The enemy will throw all his malice at the Jewish people in that day and most in the land may perish. As in the days of Isaiah, it would appear that only a remnant (1/3 according to Zechariah 13:8ff) of the Jewish Army holds out in and around Jerusalem, and then they only survive the final onslaught because of the Lord’s intervention and the final deliverance of his personal coming to reign from the blasted city, and then to rebuild it in glory

Herod in satanic power, tried to kill the Lord to stop his coming, and Satan through the Anti-Christ will try to destroy all Jews world wide to stop there being anyone for the Lord to return to deliver. The joy of the Lord’s deliverance will be in direct proportion to the terror that the survivors are delivered from. The murders of the Jewish children, and their parent’s cry comes from around Ramah and is heard in the city of Jerusalem. The descendents of Rachel, living in this vicinity are crying aloud for the many children murdered by the enemy. It was within the boundaries of Benjamin, the home place of Jeremiah. The Babylonians and Herod later would wreck havoc around this place and many would die violently there. 

Even though the disaster will be overwhelming, both in Jeremiah’s day and the final days of the tribulation period, there will be joy and deliverance in the end. No man can stop the women from weeping and wailing for their loss, but the Lord directly orders them to stop and see the full impact of what they have done. There will be times of sorrow in this life, for sin still rules the earth and the enemy is active, but the Lord delights in bringing joy from sorrow and pleasure from the midst of pain. Psalms 30:4-5, Mark 5:38-43, John 20:11-21, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:16-19.

 These people have lost many in death, yet the hope of the scriptures is that all who have died in the Lord will be raised to newness of life and be there with us to serve him forever. There is no separation for the believer. There is also great reward for all work done, no matter how small it may have appeared at the time. Hebrews 6:10-12, 11:6. 

There will be deliverance through resurrection from the dead for all believers, and we will all rejoice together then, but for this generation of Jeremiah’s there is the added hope and confidence that they would see their loved ones return from the land of the enemy and rebuild their nation.  

17  And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall come again to their own border. 18  I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God.

There is hope. What wonderful words these are, and they are ours as well. There is always hope in the end with the Lord’s will being our own! We are part of a plan that is working out for his glory. There is always complete hope with the Lord, for we are looking to his plan working out not our own. Refer to the BTB study below on GOD – THE PLAN OF GOD.  Our job is to relax and walk in the Spirit in the power and purpose of the Lord. Psalms 102:12-15, Isaiah 6:13, 11:11. 

The people returned to the land in joy, and there is joy for us today as we re-enter the place of the Lord for our lives. It was not only the southern peoples that were restored at this time. The ten northern tribes, under the name Ephraim are mentioned now, reminding us that there are no ten lost tribes, for this passage, like many others, tells us that God “found” them and they were restored also. They had been in slavery for over one hundred and eighty years by the time they were returned to the northern areas of the land. (720 – 536 BC). 

The godly survivors of the peoples of the northern tribes bemoaned their fate, but some confessed their sins and faced the reality of their punishment, seeing that it was from the Lord and was deserved. They realize that they are to be obedient bullocks pulling the yoke of the Lord and ploughing his field. Luke 9:62, James 1:12-18.  

19  Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth. 20  Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD.

It took a long time, but the foolish men and women of Ephraim were repentant and turned their lives around to face their Saviour and their Lord again. Confession of sin is not simply words, it is a changing of the life, a turning around to face the light in Christ Jesus. Refer to the BTB study below on CHRISTIAN LIFE – REPENTANCE, also the topic study on SALVATION - SANCTIFICATION. 

As believers we need to face the reality of sin and the need for genuine repentance and life change as the evidence that our confession is real. God wants lips and life in accord with his plan. The Lord hates hypocrisy. Deuteronomy 30:1-8, Ezekiel 36:26- 31. 

Like the prodigal son, Ephraim came to himself and returned to the Lord’s path and practised holiness and avoided pagan idolatry like the plague it always was. Luke 15:17-19, John 6:44-45. It is the grace and mercy of the Lord our God that draws us back to truth when we have wasted time in error. The conviction of the Holy Spirit is all that saves us and delivers us from foolishness. John 16:8-11. 

In spite of all that the northern peoples had done, they were still, in God’s sight, children of delight. The Lord delighted in them and they were beloved still. He remembered that they were but dust, just as we all are! He judges, but he also looks seriously for change and repentance. Deuteronomy 32:36, Psalms 103:13-14, Proverbs 3:12, Isaiah 57:16-21, Micah 7:18-20, Hebrews 12:5-6. 

21  Set thee up way marks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way which thou went: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities.

The great sin of the people of both kingdoms had been removing the marking pegs for land, so that theft of other’s land could occur, and also the removal of all the moral boundary markers for behaviours so that people’s morality had slipped steadily into the paganism of their neighbours. The people who were intended by God to be different were in fact worse than their neighbours. Deuteronomy 19:14, 27:17, Proverbs 22:28, 23:10-11. 

The Lord is the redeemer of those who were oppressed by the evil days and he has brought judgment upon them all for their evil, but now they are to be restored, but with the warning that they must set right all that had become wrong down the years. There is no such thing as, ‘simply confess your sins and carry on as you were before’! Such things are said today by some in churches, as they were in Jeremiah’s day, and they are condemned by such evil words, just as the false prophets were in Jeremiah’s day. 

It is an evil viewpoint regarding sin, that you can, “Confess it, forget it, and move on without life change”. If there is no fruit of righteousness in the life, then the root of their faith is in their Old Sin Nature, or some place worse; it is not of God unless the fruit of righteousness is present! These people are being restored for greater faith and holiness, not to repeat past sins! They are to set their hearts for God and away from all the evil that led their ancestors to ruin. Deuteronomy 32:46-47, Psalms 62:5-12, Isaiah 48:22, 52:11-12, Zechariah 2:6-7, 10:6-9. 

22  How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man.

How long? What a question this is! How long will people stay away from the will of the Lord for their lives and walk as pagans when they can be blessed as saints? The reference to the Jewish people as a “backsliding daughter” brings through two vital points for us regarding our status before the Lord. We are always his children in faith and through our position in Christ Jesus our Saviour. Refer to the BTB study below on CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL SECURITY. Sin and stupidity does not change our status as children, it just affects our heavenly father’s ability to bless us. 

The concept of “backsliding” covers the impact of sin on our life, our work, our stability and our witness. We are referred to as the oxen for the Lord’s plough, called to plough his field, and the concept of backsliding refers to the habit of a disobedient ox which refuses to plough the field correctly and pulls the plough off the intended line. Jeremiah 3:6-22, 8:5, 49:4, Hosea 4:16, 8:5, 10:11, 11:7, 14:4, Luke 9:62, 1 Corinthians 9:10. Refer to BTB study of CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BACKSLIDING AND RECOVERY.  We are called to recover from sin and live according to God’s holy demands.
The turning point for the nation will be the realization that “the natural order” has been over-turned and that all is created new and God demands far more from them than they had thought. Zechariah 7:8-14. The great prophecy of the Lord, recorded by Moses in Genesis 3:15, and repeated with more precision in Isaiah 7:14, is repeated here. The hope for mankind will come through the virgin birth of the Messiah. Matthew 1:21, Luke 1:34-35. Refer to the BTB study CHRIST – VIRGIN BIRTH.

NOTES
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. BACKSLIDING DENIES THE PERSON BLESSING BUT NEVER THEIR ETERNAL POSITION. The doctrine of eternal security stabilizes us and reminds us of the grace and mercy of the Lord and the certainties that we enjoy in the Lord.

2. THERE IS JOY IN THE END, SO LET US REJOICE NOW, AS WE TAKE THE PROMISES OF GOD’S WORD AS MORE REAL THAN PRESENT TROUBLES. Faith is the challenge to see the present in terms of the future, and rejoice in the final victory of the Lord rather than despair at the temporary victories of the enemy now. Let us rejoice in the Lord, his plan and his purpose for our life and focus ourselves forward to bring that to reality today as we do the will of the Lord here and now. See BTB doctrine below of CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PROMISES

3. WE ARE CALLED TO PULL THE LORD’S PLOUGH IN THE PART OF THE MISSION FIELD ASSIGNED TO US. We are all called to service; that is the only reason we remain alive after salvation. We are here to do the Lord’s work, not our own. We are to be obedient oxen and take the Lord’s yoke of service upon us and pull his plough, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Let us embrace this command and obey today, doing right now what he intends us to do. If we are bed ridden and unable to go out to serve we are still attached to the plough, and it means we are either to pray for others, speak to our visitors, or write to encourage the Lord’s people wherever they are.

4. CONFESSION LEADS TO REAL CHANGE WHEN IT IS REAL CONFESSION. Many “smite upon their thighs” and confess their stupidity and shame, and then head straight back and sin again. It is not being “sorry we are caught”, or “ashamed we have been found out” that is required by the Lord, it is “godly sorrow” that works out in transformed lives before the Lord. 2 Corinthians 7:9-11.

JEREMIAH 31:23-30

23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness. 24  And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they that go forth with flocks. 25  For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul. 26  Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me. 27  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast. 28  And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LORD. 29  In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge. 30  But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.

REFLECTION
23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness.

The “speech” that the returning exiles will say as they re-enter the land is the blessing of the second half of this verse. They will bless the land and the mountain of the Lord upon which Jerusalem is built. They will see that the land is indeed a place of justice and holiness. They will recognize the justice and holiness of the Lord in regard to their own punishment and his grace and mercy in their restoration to the land. Isaiah 1:26-27, 60:21-22, Jeremiah 33:15-26, Zechariah 8:1-3. The city and the temple is blessed because of the presence of the Lord in that place, for it is God’s presence alone that brings blessing and stability to a people. Mount Zion is a rubble covered hill at this time, yet it is still the place from where blessing will flow in the Lord’s plan. Let us rejoice as did the people with David, for his greater son will yet sit upon the throne there. Psalms 28:8-9, 48:1-2, 87:1-3, 122:1-9, 128:4-6, 134:1-3.

24  And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they that go forth with flocks. 25  For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul.

The places that Jeremiah spoke of where at the time covered with crops or flocks, and many people left the cities and towns each day and went out into the fields to do the work of the farmer and shepherd. All that would dramatically change through the rebellion of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah and the land would be ruined and depopulated for seventy years. Even though it would look hopeless to those who would return to this blasted land there would be hope and there would be a future here, but only in the plan of God, for those obedient to the plan. Ezekiel 36:8-15, Zechariah 2:4, 8:1-8.

The Lord alone is the one who satisfies the soul of mankind, and who replenishes the burned out spirit of the person who has truly “spent themselves” through work. We are meant to work and to feel exhausted in the work at times, but the Lord restores our soul as we rest in fellowship with Him and look to his provisions for each day of our life. Psalms 107:1-9, Isaiah 32:2, 50:4-11, Matthew 5:6, 11:28-30, John 4:14, 7:37-39, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Philippians 4:4-13, Colossians 4:2. 

We are meant to feel exhausted after most days of labour, but we are meant to replenish our supplies of grace from Him through the Holy Spirit’s ministries within us through the Word. Refer to the BTB study below, HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, also, MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

26  Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me. 27  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast.

We now suddenly discover that the above words from the Lord were by way of a dream, and that at this point the prophet awoke and clearly recorded all he had seen and heard, and then went to sleep and that sleep was truly refreshing. We are called to rest in the Lord, and that means to trust the Lord for sleep and pray into the night only when the need of others is dire. For our own needs we are to make short, direct and faith filled, plan focused prayers, then rest in the Lord’s provision. Psalms 127:1-2, Acts 12:1-8. Note the example of this in Acts 5. Peter was sleeping while the church was up praying. The angel has to hit Peter really hard on the side to wake him up, although he is to be executed the following day!  This is faith!  Refer to the EBCWA Commentary on this passage of Acts.

The land will be re-sown with men and animals and there will be prosperity again, where there is only despair and disaster. Ezekiel 36:8-9, Hosea 2:18-23, Zechariah 10:9. When we look out at our property this day we need to reflect upon this verse, for we hold land and buildings under the grace provision of the Lord alone. He alone gives us grace and mercy and his plan calls for us to own or rent land and places to live in, but whether we own or rent other’s land, finally the whole land is the Lord’s alone, and we leave it all behind in death. Let us not be too attached to any “Real Estate” we may own here, for only the mansions of heaven last. Luke 12:16-34, John 14:1-4. 

28  And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LORD.

The Lord takes personal responsibility for every stage of their discipline. They had been totally and persistently disobedient and the Lord had staged his discipline and brought them to their knees finally, and he reminds them that he has done this. Looking out at the terrible destruction people would blame God for their fate, and the Lord says to them bluntly, “blame me, for I did this!” Having confronted this issue the Lord confronts them in the midst of the truth of discipline with it’s cause. They sinned and they have paid the price for their sins, but in grace and mercy that is not where it ends. They will be restored and recovered in the Lord. Daniel reminds himself of the reasons for the destruction of the nation and the hope of it’s restoration. Daniel 9:1-19. 

Notice the sequence of verbs in this verse, for each tells us of the work of God on his children’s behalf. He watches over us and cares for us. He will, if required, “pluck us up” from where we are and take us to the next place of service. If we build defences against his conviction and challenge, he will break such evil down in our lives and around about us. He wants no barriers between our desires and his will for us. If we persist in disobedience, then he will throw down all we have built in the power of our Old Sin Nature, and leave our pride a wasteland. 1 Corinthians 3:1-21. If we need deep discipline then he will afflict us sorely and we will know the loss of all the things we cling to instead of God. Hebrews 12:5-17. Once we have restored our souls in the truth, we can be restored to prosperity, blessing and service. 

29  In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge. 30  But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.

There was a saying, wrongly derived from Exodus 20:4-6, that the children would be punished for their father’s sins. This is not a biblical position and a careful reading of the verses in Exodus shows this. The children only follow their fathers into judgment if they have first followed their fathers into sin and evil. Ezekiel 18:1-4. 

This common “proverb” that had been wrongly derived from Exodus, is formally corrected by both prophets. The Lord judges the sinner, never the next generation if they repent of their father’s evil. Moses had made this very clear in Deuteronomy 24:16. Look also at the following passages, for this false proverbial teaching about children suffering for the sins of their fathers persists to our own day. Isaiah 3:10-11., Ezekiel 3:18-19, Galatians 6:16-26, James 1:12-16. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. BLESS THE LORD, OH MY SOUL. We are called to bless the Lord and praise his name and honour him for his blessings to us and our land. This is the challenge for Judah and it is ours also; we are to remember that the Lord’s blessing alone transforms our city, our nation and finally will transform our world.

2. THE ONLY SATISFACTION MAN KNOWS IS FROM GOD. There is neither satisfaction nor relaxation in any area other than the Lord’s will for mankind. We are made by God and only as we serve our maker can we ever know the satisfaction he made us for. Man without God is a person without purpose, plan, hope or future. We are free only in the will of our maker; there is no other path for man to find satisfaction.

3. REST IN THE LORD. We are called to trust the Lord for safety, while being careful and prayerful. Believers are not foolish, we walk prayerfully only where the Lord leads, if we are wise, but walking there we are safe from harm. The Lord’s will is a safe place for us. 

4. DISCIPLINE IS FROM THE LORD AND NEEDS TO BE TAKEN DIRECTLY TO HIM. If we are under discipline because of sin or evil we need to deal with it directly, and immediately with the Lord lest we suffer further. God does not listen to our excuses, for there are none that impress him. We need to simply face the facts and deal with our stupidity; for it is a dumb thing to fight your maker! If we are under his rod, let us bow before him and do business with our God.

JEREMIAH 31:31-40

31  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 35  Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: 36  If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever. 37  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD. 38  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. 39  And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath. 40  And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.

REFLECTION
31  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:

The people had let themselves down under the old covenant given to Moses, but even though they had failed to keep the Law they would still be offered, in grace, a new covenant, for it was part of the plan of God to lead them back to salvation and also to bring all mankind through to a saving knowledge of himself. The new covenant is often thought to be introduced here, but it was mentioned by Moses as he gave the first one. Deuteronomy 18:15-19. Both covenants were centred in the love of God for the people and his righteous demand that they return loving obedience to him. Deuteronomy 4:1-10, 10:12, Micah 6:2, Matthew 22:34-40.

The Lord does not mince his words with his people here, reminding them that even though they were treated as an honoured wife, they were unfaithful to him and yet he still loves them and provides for them with the new covenant. They received the old covenant in dramatic circumstances and all promised that they would be faithful, but they broke the promise they made, just as Moses warned them they would. Leviticus 26:15-17.  

It was not to be brought in because they had failed, it was brought in as the completion of the first, as part of the plan of God from the beginning of the creation. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study below on COVENANTS, and also under the same section, MOSAIC COVENANT, and NEW COVENANT. 

The Lord would use this phrase from Jeremiah and institute the fellowship sign of the New Covenant in the Communion Table. Matthew 26:28, 1 Corinthians 11:20-26, Galatians 3:15-18, 22-29, Hebrews 8-10. 

The old covenant had curses and blessings associated with it, (Deuteronomy 27:15-26, 28:1-14), and Matthew 5:1ff may be seen as the completion of the blessings of Deuteronomy, showing the blessing that will come from following the one who gave the Law in the first place to Moses. The curses are eliminated in the New Covenant, for the Lord became a curse for us on the Cross, taking all the punishments upon himself that we all might be free, through faith in him, to live in blessedness.

33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Moses had promised this, if they would only take the Law and apply it in love for their Saviour, but they kept the Law, (when they did keep it) with legalism not love, and so there were few who knew the fellowship with the Lord that he wished from them at that heart level. Deuteronomy 30:6, Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:26, Hebrews 10:19-22. 

This heart relationship is only possible because the Lord let us see his heart on the Cross. It is seeing the heart love of God that opens up the New Covenant relationship. Some under the old covenant glimpsed this. Abraham and David were called the friends of God for this reason, and Jeremiah gets to know the heart love of the Lord for his people through the pain he feels. Psalms 37:28-31, 40:7-11, James 2:21-25, 1 Peter 1:8-12.  Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies on ABRAHAM below and also DAVID on page 24. They stand as men who drew close to the heart of God in their generation, and we are called to follow these fathers in faith. 

34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

The plan for us all, even now, is that all of us take responsibility to teach doctrine to our neighbours, relatives, and friends. God’s plan is that everything we learn we ought to pass it on to others. The glory days are yet to come, in the Millennial kingdom, but we glimpse them now through the filling of the Holy Spirit as the Word is enlivened to our spirits and encourages our soul. Isaiah 11:9-10. 

All this hope spoken of here, and all this glory and cause for rejoicing, centres in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the Lord who opens this door of blessing and it is he who rules over this new earth and brings the glory in that was intended from the beginning of the creation. Everything centres on his work of forgiveness. It is grace and mercy that open the door for all blessings. We have a great God with a great plan that will work out in time. Isaiah 33:24, 43:25, 44:22, Micah 7:18-19, Ephesians 1:7-8, 2:4-10. We are forgiven, and notice closely the words of the Lord through his prophet, “he remembers our sins no more!!!” Have you praised the Lord for this today my brother or sister? This is glory!

35  Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:

It is useful to pause and reflect upon the nature of the Lord our God, for he is the creator and sustainer of the entire universe. All that hangs together does so because he has made it that way. Everything is provided for the universe and it is there to be enjoyed by us and all he asks is that we acknowledge him and his will for us. Refer to the BTB topical study below on CREATION. 

Every time we look upwards to the heavens we need to praise the Lord aloud for what he has done, and is doing. The great miracle is that the world is hanging together still, with it’s molten core and thin crust of soil sustaining life! We are on a fragile crust of life giving earth yet most people act as if they have a right to be here! We are here, and we continue to live and breathe here, by God’s grace and mercy alone. Refer to the BTB study below on GRACE. 

36  If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.

There is absolute security for the people of Israel, just as there is for ourselves, for the ordinances by which the Lord controls the earth and the heavens are forever. While the heavens stand so Israel will stand before the Lord, and while the heavens stand the Word of God stands secure for us, and even when the heavens are wrapped up like a blanket and put away, the Word will stand forever! Psalms 19:1-8, 72:17-19, 136:4-9, Isaiah 54:9-17, 2 Peter 3:10-13. How secure are we? We are as secure as the Word of God, for it lasts beyond this world into the next and so do we!

37  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

Job was asked this question, and he finally realized that his grasp of the things of God was slight indeed. Job 11:7-12, 38:4ff, Psalms 89:1-14, Proverbs 30:4-6, Isaiah 40:6-17. The Lord has not permanently cast off Israel even unto our own day. The lie of so called “Replacement Theology” is silenced by this passage and the commentary of Paul upon it in Romans 11:1-5, 25-29. 

The greatest days of Israel are yet to come. They had barely 400 years of rulership under their kings and most were corrupt, then they had barely 500 years under the synagogues and elders before they were swept away for a second time. The first exile was seventy years, the second was nearly 2000 years, but they will be restored again and will have 1000 years of perfect peace under their king Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

38  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. 39  And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath.

The new city will cover a vastly expanded area to that of the days of Jeremiah. We do not know for sure the location of the two hills mentioned and so any calculations over this area is speculation. It is enough to note that the Lord will restore the glory of the land and the glory will be greater in it’s restoration than it ever was in the glory days of David and Solomon. With the Lord the best is always yet to come! We only ever, this side of eternity, glimpse the glory that is yet to be revealed. We worship the mighty God. 

40  And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.

The area looked over was the spoil valley of the city, where the dead were thrown out during sieges and where the fires of rubbish burned daily. The valleys here were unholy in this day, but in that day they will be filled over and built upon with walls that will not ever be torn down by any enemy. All that the people had ever built was pulled down by someone at some time, but that will all be over in that day, for the Lord’s plan is to bless this city and all who dwell within it. God delights in bringing blessing from cursing and the land will have no places within it that are cursed or defiled any more. Ezekiel 39:29, 48:35, Joel 3:17, Zechariah 14:20. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. NOTHING STOPS THE PLAN OF GOD WORKING OUT. Sin does not stop anything except blessing for the person who does not deal with their sin at the Cross. We have a Saviour and a Lord who is working his purposes out on this earth. 

2. WE WORSHIP THE MAKER OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. We are as secure in the hands of our God as the creation is stable in his hands! We have security that is far more wonderful than we ever acknowledge enough, and we need to lift our voices in praise more often to the one who holds us, as he holds the stars, in the palm of his hand. The heaven’s creation was just “finger work” for the Lord, and so we are kept by more superior power than that required to form this entire universe!

3. HE REMEMBERS OUR SINS NO MORE! We are forgiven and we have had all that disgraces us wiped away forever. We need to reflect upon this more often and lift our voice in praise more often!

4. THE BEST IS YET TO COME! We stand in a God ordained position in a plan that is going to work out through time and into eternity; our position is secure in him and we have love and stability through him.

5. ISRAEL REMAINS AT THE CENTRE OF HIS PLAN FOR THIS WORLD. We are to pray for the Jewish people as their destiny draws close for spiritual revival, after the departure of the Church. Let us pray for the “peace of Jerusalem” and look forward to the days when the king will rule from the city of David.

TOPICS

EZEKIEL – ISRAEL’S FUTURE

1. SCRIPTURE - Ezekiel.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Ezekiel, whose name means "God strengthens", was born  about 625 BC. He was the son of Buzi and of the family of Zadok (Ezekiel 1:3). He was therefore a priest who had the office of prophet. He was brought up in Jerusalem and deported to Babylon with Jehoiachim in 597 BC 12 Kings 24:14-17) some nine years after Daniel. Ezekiel settled in the village of Telabib by the river Chebar. It was not until the fifth year of his captivity that he received his call as a prophet (Ezekiel 1:2). He was then aged 30 (Ezekiel 1:1). He continued to prophesy for at least 21 years, his last prophecy being in 570 BC. His wife died suddenly the day Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem in 586 BC (Ezekiel 24:1,2, 15-18). There is no evidence that he had any children. With his training and his background, Ezekiel possessed detailed knowledge of the Temple with his writings being greatly influenced by priestly symbolism. Unlike Isaiah (Isaiah 6:6-10) and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10), whose lips were cleansed at the start of their ministry, 

Ezekiel was ordered to eat the scroll of words. Ezekiel reinforced the spoken word with dramatic symbolic acts, drawing a map of besieged Jerusalem on a brick (Ezekiel 4:1-3), lying prostrate on one side and then the other for several days (Ezekiel 4:4-8), and shaving himself with a sword (Ezekiel 5:1-17).

3. EVALUATION

a) Ezekiel 37 concerns the return of Christ and the nation Israel.

b) Ezekiel receives a vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezekiel 37:1,2).

c) The dry bones are completely without life (Ezekiel 37:2).

d) Ezekiel is told to prophesy to the dry bones (Ezekiel 37:4-6).

e) On prophesying, the dry bones come together and flesh appears and skin but no breath (Ezekiel 37:7,8).

f) Ezekiel then prophesies again and breath came into the army (Ezekiel 37:8,9).

g) Israel is without hope (Ezekiel 37:1 1).

h) God will cause the nation Israel to return to its land (Ezekiel 37:12-14).

i) The reunification of the twelve tribes is foretold (Ezekiel 37:15-20).

j) The Lord will bring Israel back from the four corners of the world (Ezekiel 37:21).

k) There will be one nation with one king, Jesus Christ, reigning over them all (Ezekiel 37:22).

l) There will be great spirituality in the nation in this period of time (Ezekiel 37:23).

m) Their kingdom established under Christ will last forever (Ezekiel 37:24-25).

n) God will dwell with them in a covenant relationship (Ezekiel 37:26-28).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The nation Israel has a future and is still the apple of God's eye (Amos 9:15; Zechariah 2:8).

b) Jesus Christ as a Jew is King of the Jews forever (Luke 1:33).

c) There would be a long period of time when Israel would be dead (Isaiah 1 1:1,1 1).

d) The initial restoration of the nation would be in unbelief (Ezekiel 11:17,19).

e) There would be a subsequent time when Israel would be spiritually aware (Zechariah 12:10).

f) Israel would become a powerful military force (Isaiah 19:16,17).

g) The nation would be reunited at this time (Luke 1:33).

h) It will be an eternal relationship (Luke 1:33).

i) Impossible situations are no problem to God (Luke 1:37).

j) What God has stated in His Word is right irrespective of the current wisdom of man (1 Corinthians 1:25).

k) God is always in control (Psalm 93:1).

l) A knowledge of prophecy gives us hope for the future (1 Thessalonians 4:18).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

1. Definition.

All believers of the Church Age belong to a unique system of royalty.  Revelation 1:6. This royalty is based on spiritual principles of Bible doctrine. While regeneration has occurred in every generation since the beginning of time, it is only the believers of the Church Age who form this eternal nobility.

2. Basis of royalty in the Church Age.

a. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis of royalty.  Acts 1:5; Romans 6:3,4 

b. No believer before or after the Church Age receives at salvation the baptism of the Holy Spirit; it is peculiar 
to this Age of history. Colossians 1:25,26

c. In every dispensation, the believer is regenerated by the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age the Holy Spirit  also baptises the believer into the Body of Christ. I Corinthians 12:13

3. Precedent for Royalty.

a. The order or battalion of Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent. Hebrews  5:6,10

b. However, Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem, while Jesus Christ was born Royalty in the line of David. Matthew 1

c. Through the baptism of the Spirit, every believer is entered into union with Christ; hence, believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Colossians 1:18

d. As a member of the Body of Christ, every believer of the Church Age is eternally and personally related to the King of Kings. Galatians 3:26-29

d. When the Body of Christ is completed, the Church Age terminates with the resurrection or the Rapture, at which time the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.  Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 4:16-18

e. During the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared for, "Operation Footstool", the second phase of Christ's strategic victory, when all enemies are put under His feet.  Heb 1:13

4. Sign of Royalty.

a. The sign of royalty is the unprecedented universal indwelling, of the Holy Spirit. I Corinthians 6:19-20

b. The purpose of this indwelling is to glorify Jesus Christ. John 7:37-39

5. Security of Royalty.

a. The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees the eternal security of the believer. Ephesians 1:13,14

b. Positional sanctification places every believer in the "palace" (heaven) forever.  Ephesians  1:3,4,11

6. Function of Royalty

a. The believer must advance toward the objective of spiritual maturity, at which time he receives the  accoutrements of royalty as well as the tactical victory of the angelic conflict. 

b. The believer fulfils the status of royalty in the modus operandi of the new priesthood. Hebrews 7-13

7. Future of Royalty.

As members of the Body of Christ and the Royal Priesthood (I Peter 2:9) all  Church Age believers will return with Christ at the Second Advent to participate in the strategic victory of the overthrow of Satan and the  Millennial reign of Christ. I Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 5:10

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

1. Note:  Some of the events in the Tribulation may occur in a slightly different sequence.

2. CHURCH AGE

a) Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b) Judgment Seat of Christ (believers only - purpose is rewards) (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

3. TRIBULATION (first 3 1/2 years)

a) Revival of Roman Empire, Ten Nation Confederacy (Daniel 7:7, 24, Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 12, 13).

b) Rise of Middle East Dictator (Daniel 7:8, Revelation 13:1-8).

c) Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem

d) Seven seals judgments (Revelation 6:1ff) and seven trumpets judgments (Revelation 8:7ff).

e) Two witnesses preach from Jerusalem until killed. 

f) Peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

g) World church established (Revelation 17:1-15).

h) Russia attacks Israel about four years before the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 38, 39).

4. GREAT TRIBULATION (second 3 1/2 years)

a) Peace treaty with Israel broken

b) Antichrist sets up Abomination of Desolation and demands worship (Matthew 24:15,21).

c) World government, world economic system, world religion begins (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 13:5-8, 17:16, 17).

d) Seven bowl judgments (Revelation 16:2ff).

e) Martyrdom of many Tribulation Saints and Jews (Revelation 7:9-17, 13:15).

f) Catastrophic divine judgments poured out on the earth (Revelation 6:17).

g) World war breaks out in Middle East; battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:40-45, Revelation 9:13-21, 16:12-16).

5. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

a) Second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:27-31, Revelation 19:11).

b) Tribulation surviving believers proceed into the Millennium (Matthew 3:12).

c) Unbelievers cast off the earth (Ezekiel 20:33-38, Matthew 3,12, 25:31-46, Jude 14, 15, Revelation 19:15-21, 20:1-4).

d) Satan bound (Revelation 20:1-3).

e) Resurrection of Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs (Revelation 20:4).

6. MILLENNIUM

a) Millennial kingdom begins (Revelation 20:5, 6).

b) Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years in perfect environment and peace (Revelation 20:4-6).

c) Satan released at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

d) Rebellion of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10).

e) Resurrection of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:5a).

f) Great White Throne Judgment (unbelievers only - purpose is judgment) (Revelation 20:11-15).

7. ETERNITY

a) New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (Revelation 21, 22).

b) Believers blessed forever with Christ (Revelation 21 - 22:5).

c) Unbelievers punished forever with Satan (Matthew 25:41).

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

UNBELIEVER

1. God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)

2. Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)

3. The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4. Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5. We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)

6. It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)

7. The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)

8. God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)

9. The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol . This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)

10. Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)

CHRIST – THE SHEPHERD

1. In the Bible, sheep represent believers. Matthew 25:33,34 - they are contrasted with goats (unbelievers)

2. Sheep are helpless, they need to be led, fed and protected. They cannot defend themselves. 

3. In the Old Testament Israel was called the sheep of his fold Psalm 74:1, 79:13, 95:7, 100:3 Jeremiah 23:1

4. The Lord Jesus Christ, the true shepherd came to the fold of Israel and while some responded most rejected him and the Lord called out a flock to establish a new group ‑ John 10:10-16

5. He is the only door to fellowship Acts 4:12 John 3:36, John 10:28,29

6.Judaism is the fold out of which the Lord led his sheep to form a new flock on the hills in freedom , the contrast between the fold and the flock. The fold no longer exits it was Jewish and legal and is gone, there is neither Jew or Gentile but we are all in Christ Jesus. This is the theme of the book of Galatians, Romans and Hebrews, the just will live by faith. Our church should be a place where we learn to walk with the Lord under the control of the Holy Spirit.

7. In the fold the sheep are within four walls under the protection of the man in charge of the fold whereas the flock is moving, feeding and are under the control of the shepherd. This is where the walk in the spirit occurs. Christianity is a relationship and is active.  Galatians 1:6‑9 ‑ here Paul says we must walk in the spirit not a lot of rules such as in Judaism. We are to fight the enemy  on the hills and be in the world but not of it.

8. There is only one flock and all sheep should know it. Believers show their character as sheep by how they respond to the shepherd.

9. The Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the shepherd in five different ways in (1 Peter 2:21-25).

a) The suffering shepherd. (v 21)

b) The sinless shepherd. (v 22)

c) The submissive shepherd. (v 23)

d) The substitutionary shepherd. (v 24)

e) The seeking shepherd. (v 25)

10. The Shepherd as Christ appears in three successive Psalms.

a) Psalm 22 - the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the Door (John 10:9).

b) Psalm 23 - the Lord is my shepherd - the great shepherd of the sheep. (Heb 13:20).

c) Psalm 24 - the chief shepherd appears as the Man of Glory. (1 Pet 5:4).

d) These show the shepherd dying for His sheep, the resurrected shepherd tending and caring for His sheep and the future shepherd ruling over His sheep.

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7,25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.

8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Gal 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Rom 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Lev 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the second advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke ) Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the second advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from  Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity.(Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

2. In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

6. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

7. One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

8. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

9. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THANKFULNESS

1. In everything we are told to give thanks.  In (1 Corinthians 1) Paul gives thanks for a number of items concerning God's provision.

2. Thanksgiving for grace (v 4).

3. Thanksgiving for spiritual wealth (v 5).

4. Thanksgiving for witnessing (v 6).

5. Thanksgiving for spiritual gifts (v 7).

6. Thanksgiving for ultimate sanctification (v 8)

7. Thanksgiving for divine faithfulness (v 9):

a) Faithful to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Faithful in not allowing too great a temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13)

c) Faithful is He who calls you (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

d) Faithful in keeping us from evil (2 Thessalonians 3:3)

e) Faithful even when we are unfaithful (2 Timothy 2:13).

ANGELS:  SATANIC REVIVAL

1. Satan has evangelists. (2 Corinthians 11:13-16)

2. These evangelists preach another gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4, Galatians 1:6-9)

3. Behind every Satanic revival is Satanic doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:1)

4. Satan has a communion table. (1 Corinthians 10:19-22)

5. Satan has counterfeit righteousness in his religious system. (Matthew 23:1-36)

6. In the satanic revival he has a smokescreen. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4)

7. Satan has an angelic organisation. (Ephesians 6:12)

ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS

STRATEGY

Whilst God is trying to call out personnel for the angelic council Satan is trying to confuse and blind minds as to what God’s plan is. He does this by deceit. He tries to keep the gospel from the unbeliever and to keep doctrine from the believer so that they will not grow.

His other strategy is to try and eliminate Israel by pogroms and anti-Semitism. It is said that Christ will gather the Jews not Zionism as is happening at the moment. If he could destroy all the Jews which he cannot he will destroy the Plan of God.

TACTICS

These are the techniques used by Satan to try and achieve his strategy. His main tactic is implied in John 8:44 where he is seen as the father of lies. There is no truth in Satan. He is a liar and has been from the beginning. The only truth is Christ the Word. Any one who deliberately distorts the truth is working for Satan. Rejection of Christianity is a rejection of the truth. By application all religions are therefore false.

Christians as a whole have failed to move out into all the areas of life and therefore have not claimed leadership in these areas and they have been forfeited to the unbeliever. Such areas as literature, history, philosophy, music, science and the like. 

The Christian should be a conqueror ideologically and not militarily. During this time Satan tries to cause conflicts such as creation versus evolution, relativism versus absolute values, internationalism versus nationalism. In the international area he causes war and strife.

Satan tries to confuse the believer. In Romans 6:6-11 the Bible says that the sin nature shall not have dominion over you. We are told to resist the devil and he will flee from you. Sometimes when we resist it does not work because the temptation is from your sin nature. You need to apply relevant Scriptures to your situation.

Satan will try and mislead you in the area of divine guidance. Satan can set up situations that will lead you out of the geographical will of God which can even extend to martyrdom. You need to do things in the Lord’s timing. Satan also perverts Scripture as seen in Luke 4:11 with the temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ where he misquotes Psalm 91:10,11

When people wrote the Scriptures they did not sit around with a blank mind. They used their minds and were led by the Holy Spirit as to what to write. When they had visions or dreams their minds were not turned off. When confronted by the Lord Jesus Christ Paul spoke to Him, He used his mentality.

In 2 Corinthians 11 ministers can act as messengers from Satan. Part of the Satanic attack is to get people to look inwardly rather than at their position at the right hand of the Father. With the case of suffering and sickness its source is sometimes difficult to determine as it can be the purpose of God or it can be an attack of Satan. This is hard to discern. 

Often the more spectacular manifestations is the method used to distract one from more important things such as studying and applying the Word.

With regards to the Word we have the teaching of false doctrine such as saying that Christ did not actually die on the Cross, that He was not truly human nor divine.

In relation to the gospel we have the picture in the parable of the Sower and the Seed of the bird coming down and taking away the seed that is sown. In regard to worship he will mock God through senseless words. Matthew 16 tells of Christ commanding Peter to get behind him as Peter is enthusiastic but has wrong concepts which Jesus saw as Satanic in origin as they did not conform to the Word of God. In Acts 5 Satan filled the heart of Ananias and Sapphira. He works in the children of disobedience.

Later on we will look at the strategies and tactics of the church. Spiritism and Occultism is something that the Christian should not dabble in. In Deuteronomy 18:9 the Jews were told not to seek guidance from spiritism or occultism. The main attacks on the church nowadays is not through cults but through spiritism and eastern religions and drugs. This is an attempt to break down the mentality of the soul. By these means you are opening the person up to demonic forces.

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE

1. The Hebrew word used in worship is "Shoko" - to bow down.

2. The Greek words are as follows:-

a) proskueo - prostrate yourself. (1 Corinthians 14:5)

b) sebomai - lack of arrogance. (Matthew 15:9)

c) sebazomai - stand in awe. (Romans 1:25)

d) eusebeo - act with devotion. (Acts 17:23)

3. Worship is the attitude of the believer when he approaches God in awe, fear and respect. (1 Chronicles 29:20, Matthew 22:21, Romans 13:17)

4. We should never be casual or flippant with God. (John 13:13, Hebrew 10:19-21)

5. Worship is an expression of bible doctrine that a believer has in him and is applying. All expression of doctrine is worship. (Nehemiah 8:6-10, 9:3)

6. We must worship the Lord in spirit, controlled by the Spirit, and in truth, reflecting doctrine accurately. (John 4:23-24)

7. It is therefore of critical importance that we worship in accordance with biblical doctrines. This is especially important in singing as because of pleasant music it is easy to forget or ignore the meaning of the words being sung.

8. People worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:11, 9:38)

9. People who do not worship God will worship demons. (Deuteronomy 8:19-20, 11:16, 30:17-20, Romans 1:25)

10. All will eventually bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord, either for blessing or before they are judged eternally. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10)

11. In eternity there will be perfect worship as there will be perfect knowledge of doctrine. (Revelation 4:8-11)

12. Worship begins at salvation. (Mark 5:1-10, 18-20)

13. Worship expresses a believers concentration on his Lord. (Psalms 29, 66, 96 , John 12:1-11)

14. The song of worship. (1 Chronicles 16:7-36)

15. We worship through:-

a) Reading God's Word. (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, 1 Timothy 4:13)

b) Studying God's Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15)

c) Teaching God's Word. (Acts 2:42, 6:7, 12:24, 18:28, 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2)

d) Preaching God's Word. (2 Timothy 4:2)

e) The sacrifice of our praise. (Hebrews 13:15)

f) The sacrifice of our good works. (Hebrews 13:16)

g) The sacrifice of our bodies. (Romans 12:1)

h) The sacrifice of our substance. (Philippians 4:18)

i) The receiving of His Son. (John 1:11-12)

j) The keeping of the Ordinances. (1 Corinthians 11:2)

k) Through the singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, James 5:13)

l) Prayers, Intercessions, Supplications and Thanksgiving. (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 8)

16. Praise

a) Praise and thanksgiving are linked in worship. (1 Chronicles 23:30)

b) When they praised the Lord at the dedication of Solomon's Temple the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13,14)

c) Praise always glorifies God. (Psalm 50:231

d) When Paul and Silas praised God by singing hymns in prison God acted for them. (Acts 16:25)

e) The Jews were delivered when they sang praises to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:21,22)

f) Praise is important in missionary work. (Psalm 96)

g) Praise is a feature of the Godly home. (Psalm 118:15)

h) Jesus Christ praises God in the midst of the Church (Hebrews 2:12)

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres around the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. Under his plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but he does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict his own character he plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, his plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE

1. Two words are translated repentance in the New Testament:-

a) Metanoia - META - to change , NOIA - the mind, which means to change one's opinion or mind about something or someone.

b) Meta Melamai - to feel sorry for - an emotional reaction because of acts undertaken.

2. Repentance in salvation is to change one's attitude toward the person and work of Christ. (Luke 13:3,5, 15:7, 10, 16:30, 3 1, Acts 17:30, 31, 20:2 1, Romans 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

3. Repentance is used in salvation mainly for the Jews. The Jews had seen Christ as a great teacher, a wise man, a prophet. They repented and now recognised him as the Son of God. In the case of the Gentiles, the word believe is used. (Acts 16:3 1 ) as they had no previous ideas about the person of Christ.

4. The Fruit of Meta Melamai, such as penance and sorrow does not save. e.g. Judas repented of his actions and went to eternal damnation.

5. However, Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11)

6. The Holy Spirit is responsible for repentance in salvation. (1 Corinthians 2:14, John 16:8-11) It convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment.

7. The Believer is told to repent from dead works or human good.

8. When God repents it is symbolic (Genesis 6:6, Exodus 32:14, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:35, Jeremiah 15:6, Amos 7:3, 6, Hebrews 7:21)

SALVATION:  SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus (1Corinthians 1:2).

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1:  At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification (1Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7).

b) Stage 2:  Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality (Romans 16:2; 1Corinthians 1-2).

c) Stage 3:  Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification (1John 3:2).

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore:

a) protects us from divine judgment (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever

c) makes us a new creature in Christ (2Corinthians 5:17)

d) guarantees eternal security for every believer (Romans 8:38, 39).

5.  However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21).  When controlled by his carnal nature however, the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6.  When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1Thessalonians 5:23).

CHRISTIAN LIFE - BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY

1. Definition - falling from the standard of living that the Lord calls us to and living at a lower level of belief, behaviour, and emotion. Living in a state of embarrassment at the gospel, thinking as an unbeliever would.

2. The Lord knows who are his, we don't. 2 Timothy 2:19. A backslider is out of fellowship, and may resemble an unbeliever in every way yet still be saved. They are like the prodigal son. Luke 15:3ff. These people are different (although they appear to be the same) to religious unbelievers. 2 Peter 2:1 -22,  Jude 4 -13, 18, 19, 22.

3. The Lord desires these people to be restored. Matthew 18:12 -14, Luke 15:3 -32. In the Old Testament this message is also clear. Hosea 4:14-19, 11:7, 8, 14:1-4, Jeremiah 2:19, 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22,  5:6, 8:5, 14:7,Jeremiah 31:22, 49:4.

4.Believers who are "offended' at the Word have failed to grow spiritually John 6:61 -63, Matthew 11:6, 1 Corinthians 10: 13, Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17, John 16:1, Matthew 24:9, 10.

5. The disciples all were offended at the Lord at his death. Matthew 26:31, 33-35, cf. 67-75.

6. Falling from grace is another way of expressing backsliding. Colossians 1:23, Galatians 5:4, 2 Peter 3:17. It means to fall from a place where you stand for grace and adopt an inferior way of living the Christian way of life, like legalism.

7. God disciplines the backslider, but their eternal security is secure. Hebrews 12:5 -13, 16, 17, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 1 Peter 1:4, 5, 2 Timothy 2:11- 13, John 1:12, Ephesians 1:13.

8. The Lord is able to keep us from falling, although we can walk away from his provision by following our pride rather than his truth. Jude 24. 1 Corinthians 10:11 -14, 1 Timothy 3:6, 7.

9. At the end of the church age the Lord prophesied that there would be a time of almost total backsliding on the part of the organised church.2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1 Timothy 4:1- 6, 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

10. The Lord warns all backsliders very directly in Revelation 2 : 5. No fruit for too long = sin unto death! John 15:1-5.

11. Backsliding and Recovery

Seven Steps Downwards

a Trifling with Sin Romans 13:14

b. Yielding to Sin Romans 6:13

c. Habitually Serving Sin 2 Peter 2:8

d. Abandoning Ourselves to Sin Ephesians 4:19

e. Being Abandoned by God to Sin Romans 1:24,26,28

f. Encouraging Others to Sin Romans 1:32

g. Experiencing Hell on Earth James 3:6, 1 Timothy 5:6

Seven Steps Upwards

a. Resisting Sin in our Attitudes James 4:7

b. Overcoming Sin by Faith in Christ Galatians 5:16

c.  Habitually being Victorious over Sin Romans 6:14, 1 John 5:4-5

d. Entering into the Secret of a Victorious Life Hid with Christ in God Romans 8:37, 2 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 3:1-3

e. Being Taken by God into Deeper Fellowship 1 Timothy 1:12, 1 Corinthians 4:2

f. Delivering Others from Sin. Jude 22-23

g. Experiencing Heaven on Earth Jude 24-25, Philippians 4:6-7

CHRIST - VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

1. Jesus Christ had to be born of a virgin to fulfil prophecy. (Isaiah 7:1 4)

2. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to confirm the curse of Coniah. (Jeremiah 22:28-30)

a) Coniah was a believer but an evil king at the time of the Babylonian captivity.

b) Coniah is also in the direct line of Christ in Joseph's lineage from David (Matthew 1:6, 1:11, 1:16) through Solomon. This is the Kingly line.

c) Mary was also in the direct line of Christ from David (Luke 3:23, Luke 3:31) through Nathan. In Luke 3:23 Joseph is the son-in-law of Heli, Mary's father.

d) Both lines, Solomon's and Nathan's meet in the person of Jesus Christ but by the virgin birth Coniah's line is cut off as Joseph is the legal but not natural father of Jesus Christ.

3. Jesus had to be born of a virgin to not have the sin nature of Adam. The sin nature of man comes down through the male. (1 Timothy 2:14)

a) Adam, as the head, was responsible for his wife.

b) Eve was deceived and sinned.

c) Adam made deliberate choice.

4. In order to be the God-Man Jesus had to be conceived of the Holy Spirit to Mary.

5. The virgin birth is therefore critical especially in the doctrine of Redemption, Imputation and Propitiation. NO virgin birth - NO salvation.

PROMISES

1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable - A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 20th Century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. THERE ARE ABOUT 7,000 PROMISES THAT DEAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem and us not to fall into the same traps as the Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely (Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger (Psalm 23:4)

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterized by ecstatics)

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

COVENANTS

1. A covenant is a contract or agreement between God and man.

2. Some covenants are unconditional - God will fulfil them, irrespective of man's obedience.  Other covenants are conditional upon man's obedience.

3. Christ is central to all of the covenants in Scripture:

a) EDENIC - Christ is the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47).

b) ADAMIC - Christ is the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).

c) NOAHIC - Christ is the greatest son of Shem (Luke 3:36; Genesis 9:23-27).

d) ABRAHAMIC - The seed to whom the promises were made (Genesis 22:18).

e) MOSAIC - He fulfilled this covenant (Matthew 5:17).

f) PALESTINIAN - He lived as a Jew in the land and will inherit the land

g) DAVIDIC - Christ is the King of the Jews and will rule forever (Luke 1:31-33; John 19:19-22).

h) NEW - Christ's sacrifice is its foundation and focus in the Millennium (1 Corinthians 11:25).

COVENANT:  MOSAIC COVENANT

1. The covenant between God and Israel, given through the Law of Moses (Exodus - Deuteronomy)

2. It was a conditional covenant - it depended on man's obedience (Deuteronomy 28:1,15)

3. It had three main parts:

a) Section 1 - The Commandments - proves that no man can keep the Law.  All men are proven sinners, and therefore need a Saviour.

b) Section 2 - The Tabernacle and Sacrifices - Pictures Christ as the Saviour, the only sacrifice which can pay the eternal penalty of sin.

c) Section 3 - Social Code - Laws to preserve the nation Israel - law, hygiene, morals, taxation, etc.

COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT

1. The New Covenant guarantees eternal blessing under the Abrahamic Covenant   (Jeremiah 31:31-37, Hebrews 8:7-9). 

2. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.  "I will" (Hebrews 8:10,12) rather than "If ye will" (Exodus 19:5).

3. The New Covenant is said to be better than the Mosaic Covenant.  (Hebrews 7:19; Romans 8:3,4).

4. Obedience is from a willing heart (Hebrews 8:10) whilst that for the Mosaic Law was fear (Hebrews 2:2; 12:25-27).

5. In the New Covenant all shall know God, from the least to the greatest (Hebrews 8:11).

6. The sins are forgotten under the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:12).

7. The New Covenant relies on the completed sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:11-12).

ABRAHAM - FAITH

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 11:26 - 25:10; Acts 7:2-8.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

3. EVALUATION

Abraham's faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8,9,18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).

g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3,4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham's faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one's future and the future of one's family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

CREATION

1. The first verse in the Bible is one of the most attacked portions of scripture as many forms of false doctrine are refuted by this verse. There are 8 factors which disprove humanistic philosophy.

Scripture Genesis 1:1 "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”

"In the beginning God" - shows the existence of God - this opposes atheism, the concept that no God exists.

"God created" - shows the eternal creator. The creator we know from other passages is Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:16) – this opposes polytheism, the concept of many gods.

"created the heavens and the earth " – describes the creation of matter which opposes evolution.

"God created" – describes the omnipotence or all-powerful nature of God which opposes pantheism, the worship of many gods.

"God created" - describes the freedom of God and God's will, which opposes fatalism.

This verse requires supernatural revelation which opposes naturalism which states that natural or physical laws are sufficient to explain the universe without divine revelation.

This verse appeals to faith which has no human merit and opposes rationalism and empiricism.

This verse shows the utter helplessness of man which opposes human works or legalism.

2. How long did Creation take?

The original creation of the earth did not occur over a long period of time. Creation occurred at an instant in time (Psalm 33:6, Hebrews 11:3, 2 Peter 3:5).

3. Time of Creation

From the genealogies in the Bible, Adam was created about 4000 BC.  The earth may have been originally created prior to Adam.

4. Words for creation in the Hebrew:-

a) Bara means to create something out of nothing.

v.1 God created the universe out of nothing.

v.21 God created the souls of animals out of nothing,

v.27 God created the soul and spirit of man out of nothing.

b) Asah means to create something out of existing material.

v.7 God created the firmament out of existing material.

v.16 The two great lights were made out of material already in existence. 

v.26 The body of man was constructed out of the dust of the ground.

c) Yatsar means to mould, as a potter moulds clay.

(Genesis 2:7) The body of man is shaped, head at one end, feet at the other.

d) Examples:

i) All three words for create are used in Isaiah 43:7, a verse on the creation of man.  I have Baraed him (soul and spirit), I have Yatsared him (the shape of the body) I have Asahed him (out of earth).

ii) Isaiah 45:18 talks about the creation of the earth using all three words. Thus saith the Lord which Baraed the heavens; God Himself which Yatsared the earth (mountains, valleys, ridges, canyons etc.) and Asahed it out of material already in existence, He has created it not a waste (Tohu).

5.  What happened after Creation?

Genesis 1:2 It was created originally perfect because God is perfect.  It was changed after it was in existence (Hebrew) Tohu - without form - a waste or a dump.  It became (Hebrew) Bohu, void or barren.  How did the world become void or barren, a rubbish dump?

Isaiah 14:17 talks of Satan who made the world as a wilderness, a rubbish dump.  One concludes that the formation of the world as a waste was a result of Satan's rebellion.

6.  Genesis 1:2b - Re-creation or Restoration

In order to have a perfect test for man's free will, man has to be created in innocence, he has to have perfect environment so that only his free will is tested.  The author of restoration - The Holy Spirit.  "and the Spirit of God moved upon the waters." Man is created and placed on the earth on day 6, therefore there must be 6 days of restoration.  Restoration in 6 days must be distinguished from initial creation in Genesis 1:1.

Ministry of the Holy Spirit is to restore life. (Psalm 104:30)

Regeneration - restoration of spiritual life.

Resurrection - restoration of spiritual - physical life.

Restoration - restoration of fellowship.

Convicting ministry - can attempt to restore fellowship.

Psalm 104:30 "Thou (God the Father) sendest forth thy Spirit (Holy Spirit) they are created because thou (Holy Spirit) restoreth the face of the earth.

Principle of Reconstruction (Exodus 20:11):  For in six (literal) days the Lord (Holy Spirit) Asah(ed) (made out of existing material) heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them and rested, the seventh day.

The Holy Spirit restored it out of the waste, the barrenness, the waters.

7.  In Summary therefore the Bible indicates that:-

the earth was created, not originally a ruin.

the earth was created to be inhabited (Isaiah 45:18)

the ruin of the earth was the result of Satan's fall and the angelic conflict (Isaiah 14:17)

the earth was then in ruin (Genesis 1:2)

the Holy Spirit moves upon the face of the waters to restore the earth (Genesis 1:2).

8. Were the days of restoration literal 24-hour days?

The word day is used 3 ways in Scripture:

a) For less than 24 hours (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

The day of Christ (2 Thessalonians 2:2, 1 Corinthians 15)

The day of Christ is an instant of time and is related to the rapture of the Church.

b) For more than 24 hours

The day of the Lord - 1007 years or part thereof.  In the Hebrew if you have the word day with a modifying phrase "of Christ", "of the Lord", it is the only time when the word is used for other than a 24 hour day. Where an ordinal or cardinal number is used it is invariably a solar 24-hour day.

c) For 24 hours (Genesis 1)

Each day is divided into night and day with night coming first and morning after a typical Jewish format. Solar days are always so divided. Vegetation was restored on the 3rd day and it could not have survived in total darkness - the chlorophyll cycle - the light bearers being bought into order on day 4. Clearly the days of restoration are literal 24-hour days.

9. Genesis 1:3-5 - 1st day of Restoration

Day and night are appointed, light is taken out of darkness.  v.3 "And God (the Father) said 'Let there be light and there was light. " v.4 "And God (the Holy Spirit) divided the light from the darkness".

Two words are used in two passages relating to LIGHT:

a) OR (Hebrew) essence or substance or fundamental light. The light which is restored on the first day is fundamental light.

b) NEOR (Hebrew) light in a container or light bearer (day 4). The purpose of the light is to solve the problem of darkness. The light does not absorb the darkness but is separated from the darkness. Light is good because it came from God. Light in the scripture has the connotation of good (1 John 1:5).  Darkness in the scripture has the connotation of evil (John 3:19).  Having formed the light God now names light day and darkness night.

God also distinguishes between Good and Evil and Divine Good and Human Good.

Darkness - unbeliever (2 Corinthians 4:3,4) Light - believer (John 8:12). 

It should be noted that if concentrated light of day was not dispersed we would all be dead.

By application - concentration of power is bad for men. Nationalism cannot allow itself to be taken over by Internationalism because no ruler can cope with that amount of power except for Jesus Christ.

10. Genesis 1:6-8 2nd Day of Restoration

Covering the earth is a tremendous amount of water of unknown depth. This great mass of water is going to be divided into two sections by gas (firmament), Nitrogen, Oxygen, Hydrogen, etc. The whole earth is covered by water which is covered by an area of atmosphere with a further canopy of water above it. This will eventually be used in the judgment of the flood.

v.6 God (the Father) said let there be atmosphere (firmament). Firmament is described in four passages.

Psalm 104:2 - a carpet spread out over the earth.

Isaiah 40:22 - a curtain made of gauze - it has weight but is light and you cannot see it.

Exodus 24:10 - a transparent work of sapphire - the blue sky.

Job 37:18 - as a molten looking glass

Genesis 1:6b - and let the atmosphere, divide waters (below) from waters (above)

Genesis 1:7 - and God (Holy Spirit) ASAHED the atmosphere.

Genesis 1:8 - and God called the atmosphere HEAVEN (singular) - this is the 1st heaven, God is in the third heaven. - evening and morning - day 2.

By application just as the atmosphere divides the waters so the cross divides the human race canopy - believers - cross - unbelievers (John 3:36)

11. Genesis 1:9-13 3rd Day of Restoration

The earth is covered with water - much of the water is withdrawn under the earth with the exception of seas and oceans which are a small portion of the water only.  The water from Noah's flood came from below and from above.  Prior to the flood the ground was watered from below (Genesis 2:5,6).  On the 3rd day the land appeared, the vegetation was restored.

Genesis 1:9 "And God (the Father) said ... Let dry land appear" (Psalm 104:5-10).  Dryness - earth, waters - seas. "And He saw that it was good" - means the plan of God was working towards perfect environment for man.

Genesis 1:11,12 - Vegetation appears in grass, herbs yielding seed - vegetables, and trees and shrubs.

"whose seed is inside itself" - No transmutation of species.  Progression or retrogression but no transmutation.  Dogs never produce cats, roses never produce tulips.

12. Genesis 1:14-19 4th Day of Restoration

v.14 And God (the Father) said let there be light (NEORIM) light containers in the firmament (atmosphere - first heaven) - to divide the day from the night. Decentralising light it becomes beneficial to man. The NEORIM are divided into containers - (stars),  reflectors - (planets and the moon).

The five fold reason for light containers:-

a) Divide day from night - in the fallen state the darkness of the earth had no light in it at all - at night there is light, whilst a lot of the light containers are brighter than the sun they are many light years away. God the Holy Spirit therefore arranged things so that there would be a difference between day and night.  By application, believers are (NEORIM) they bear the gospel light.

b) Signs - a miraculous activity which designates something as coming from God.

Signs had a two fold purpose:-

i) To announce unusual events - e.g. birth of Christ (Matthew 2:2)

ii) To show changes in weather (Matthew 16:1-4)

c) Seasons - the establishment of seasons for agriculture - dependent on weather (Matthew 13:37-39).  Agriculture is based upon seasons - a planting season, growing season, harvesting season.

d) Days and Years - calculation of calendars.  We not only orient ourselves to day and night and summer and winter, but also to years.

e) Light in the Atmosphere (v.15) - these are absolutely essential for life, health and growth in the human race. The sun is light in the atmosphere, so are the stars.

v.16 - Threefold classification of these light containers:  the greater light (sun), the lesser light (moon), and the stars.

v.17,18 - The Restoration of the Light Bearers.  God placed them in the firmament to give light upon the earth, God saw that it was good, end day 4.

13. Genesis 1:20-23 5th Day of Restoration

The creation of aquatic and aerial life v.20 (Erroneous translation in King James Version).  Correction: "and God (the Father) said let the waters swarm with "swarms" (mammals, reptiles, and fish), let the birds fly above the earth in the atmosphere."  (v 21). God created whales - long stretched creatures (Hebrew), which the water brought forth abundantly after its kind.

Principle:  Science did not make laws - they discovered them. Scientific laws are the portrayal of God's unchangeability.  There is variation and change through all species but no change from one species to another.

God blessed them and said - be fruitful and multiply - the birds to multiply on the earth.

14. Genesis 1:24-31: 6th Day of Restoration

a) Creation of animal life (v. 24,25).  Let the earth bring forth living creatures after its kind, cattle, creeping things (reptiles) and God saw that it was good.

b) Now we come to Homo Sapiens (v 26,27);  "And God said Let us make (bara, asah) man out of the chemicals of the soil, make man in Our image".

c) The Seed of the Woman

v.27 So God (Jesus Christ) created (bara) man in his own image - the real you lives inside of you and is immaterial - soul and spirit - the image of God cannot be seen.  "Male and female created He them".  God divided male and female.  Before God divided male and female they were originally one.  When they were divided they had certain characteristics the male being characterised by the SUN - an initiator - JACOB; the female by the MOON - reflector or responder - RACHEL, and complemented one another (Genesis 37:9-10).

d) v.28 Man's domination over the animals.  

When man came from the hand of God he was given dominion over the earth. Now when man sinned Satan was given that dominion. When Jesus Christ comes at the Second Advent, He will rule the earth as man - the God man Christ Jesus.  Man is told to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.

15. Food 

God said that the herbs of the earth and fruit of the trees had been provided for man for food. (Man originally was a vegetarian).  After the flood man was commanded to eat flesh (Genesis 9:3) (Man became omnivorous).  At the Second Advent the lion and the ox will eat straw together and it would appear that Man will become a vegetarian again (Romans 8:19-22; Isaiah 65:25; 11:6-9).

16. Genesis 2 The 7th Day

This chapter begins with rest, the Sabbath, and ends with marriage.

Genesis 2:1-3  The Sabbath  "Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all the host of them and on the seventh day God ended his work which He had made and rested on the seventh day from all the work He had made.  And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it because that in it He had rested from all His work which God created and made. "

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

NOTES
CHAPTER 32

BUYING REAL ESTATE AS A TESTIMONY TO FAITH IN THE FUTURE

JEREMIAH 32:1-5

1 “The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2  For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah's house. 3  For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; 4  And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes; 5  And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the LORD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper.”

REFLECTION
1  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2  For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah's house.

The timing of this prophetic action is given. The scene is set for us and is another reminder that Jeremiah was considered a traitor to his own people and land and had been locked in a prison in the King’s Palace. The days are now ticking before the city falls. It fell in the eleventh year of Zedekiah and this is the tenth. The prophet has been maintaining the truth about the rebellion against the great king and the king of Judah has been resisting the truth consistently. Jeremiah has not been killed only because there was a fear of God’s judgment if they did. The historical detail is to be given later in the book of Jeremiah, but is also recorded in 2 Kings 24:18 - 25:7, and 2 Chronicles 36:11-16. The siege lasted nearly nineteen months and this incident here occurs somewhere around the mid point. There is no hope for the defenders, for even with the best of their men in the days of Jehoiakim they could not hold out against Nebuchadnezzar’s army any more that the Assyrians could. 

They feared to kill the old prophet, for fear of the Lord, yet they did not fear the Lord enough to obey his words through Jeremiah! Sin and evil pervert the logic of fallen carnal people, and they are almost blinded by their own pride and so stumble towards disaster. Pride was Satan’s sin and so it remains his main tool to lead people to their destruction, and will remain so until the end of time. Isaiah 56:10, 2 Corinthians 4:4, 1 John 2:11.  Let us guard our hearts from foolish pride, whereby we lift ourselves up and down grade the place that God demands in our lives. When we forget we are creatures, and when we forget we must leave all physical things behind, and when we forget we must give account to our maker, then we have truly accepted Satanic blindness, and will stumble from that point on until our death. 

Jeremiah is in jail, but he is in a city that has become a jail and a tomb to it’s inhabitants. As you read the account of the city’s fate you realise that most in this city will die of disease well before the enemy break in and kill the survivors. It is a miracle that Jeremiah survive at all, and he is supported by faithful men who feed him and keep him from the ravages of the diseases that kill many. The rebels are doomed because of their rebellion against the God who has appealed to them so long to get them to return to truth and righteousness. Jeremiah can praise God from his jail, just as Paul and Silas would later, for they knew they were in God’s hands not in the hands of men. Matthew 5:12, Acts 16:25-31, Hebrews 11:24.

3  For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;

Zedekiah had opposed the words of Jeremiah, for he hated truth and wanted all people to believe the lie he followed. To spread a defeatist message to a besieged city was to spread panic or at least to lower the morale of the troops and people. Zedekiah had only two options regarding Jeremiah; he had either to believe him and open the gates and surrender to the Babylonians, or he had to kill the prophet and fight to try to win. He would do neither, and his indecision demonstrated his fear that Jeremiah was right after all.

4  And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes;

Not only the city would fall, but Jeremiah spoke directly of the fate of the evil king himself and his family. Jeremiah was in the Palace and very likely, as was common in this day, an object of ridicule for the royal family, who would have seen him daily, either chained in the courtyard, or in his grate covered hole in the courtyard. Jeremiah’s final prison, like many recovered by archaeologists, was simply a drain hole in a courtyard, covered by an iron grate, into which the waste water flowed and seeped into the ground. It was a simple sewer and soak hole into which condemned men were cast to die. It may be at this time that he was not in the hole, but simple bound and free to walk about the inner courtyard of the prison, still the object of hatred and ridicule. He is clearly still able to walk about when he buys the field. Jeremiah had told the evil king that he would see Nebuchadnezzar face to face, and he would look into the eyes of the one he had rebelled against and face the full penalty for his sins, and sadly his own children, who had mocked the prophet’s captivity would themselves die in front of their father before his eyes were put out.

5  And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the LORD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper.

God is working with this evil king just as he did with Manasseh so many years before this time. He will be in Babylon until the Lord visits him in death, but there is a hint that he may yet be saved, although we have no sure word on this other than these words here. If you stand on the wrong side of history you will not prosper. There is no blessing to those who stand against the plan of God; all they can hope for is a merciful and quick death. 

Zedekiah will not have this, for he is to live in darkness until the Lord brings light to him. It may be he died a believer, like the thief on the cross besides the Lord, finally facing the truth when every other option is exhausted. Numbers 14:41, Proverbs 21:29-31, Ezekiel 17:9-21.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THERE IS NO ESCAPE FROM THE LORD IF YOU FIGHT AGAINST HIM. It is a foolish thing to fight the one who made you, for any such contest is bound to end only one way. Pride makes people do incredibly dumb things! Let us embrace the plan of God for our lives and serve him with joy and focus.

2. THE STRONGEST JAIL IS THE PLACE WHERE DECEPTION HOLDS CAPTIVE THE HEART OF THE PERSON. Jeremiah is in jail, but it is the king and the deluded people who are trapped and will die in their sins. Let us ensure that the Word of God sets us free from deception of any sort, in order that we might rise up daily to serve him as we should with a focus that is both logical and correctly aligned to eternal realities.  

JEREMIAH 32:6-15
6  “And Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 7  Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it. 8  So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD. 9  And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver. 10  And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances. 11  So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open: 12  And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. 13  And I charged Baruch before them, saying, 14  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days. 15  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.”

REFLECTION
6  And Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 7  Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it.

No matter where we are the words from the Lord can still reach us; whether it is the quiet voice within the heart, the word of a Christian friend, or the words heard directly from scripture. The Lord speaks directly to the prophet in his chained place, telling him of a visit from a relative who will ask him to do a ridiculous thing; to buy a piece of family land that is under the control of the enemy and will not be returned to the family’s usage for at least another fifty years. 

A nephew will approach Jeremiah in the court of the royal prison and will ask him to redeem land that they cannot use now, and that by it’s purchase price might provide money for food for the extended family. Such land could only be redeemed for seventy years and then it had to be returned to the family that sold it. In effect the redeemer was purchasing a lease over the land only and then it was to be returned. To spend money for this land was not a good business decision, no matter what the price, for the enemy had possession of it. Leviticus 25:23-27, 32-38.  

8  So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD.

Having been told that Hanameel was coming, Jeremiah is ready and has been prayerful as to what he is to do when he arrives. He had been doubtful that this word was from the Lord and had clearly been reflecting upon the significance of this. It had possibly come by way of a dream and so the prophet waits to be sure of the words before acting. This great prophet has been serving the Lord since 629BC, it is now 587 BC, so he has been serving for forty two years, yet still he awaits confirmation before acting on the Lord’s words. This caution is instructive in days when believers act upon feelings as if they have certainty from the Lord. Note the caution of the true prophet of God and wait upon the Lord in prayer, for he confirms his words through his servants over time.

9  And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver. 10  And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances.

Money was weighed out rather than counted, for it was weight of silver that had value at this time, not anything stamped upon coins by way of denomination. It was King Croesus of Lydia who developed coinage as we know it today and that would be in the 550s BC. His kingdom fell to Cyrus the Great in 546 BC, ten years before the edict to return was given to the exiles of Judah. 

The price paid by Jeremiah was very small, which indicates either the time until the year of Jubilee is short, or there was a recognition of the worthlessness of the transaction on the part of both men and this was a nominal amount, or it was all the silver Jeremiah had available. The former reason was the Levitical one, and would be expected to be the calculation used by the prophet of God. If he was to redeem his kinsman from debt and death of famine he would do it in accordance with the Law of Moses, for anything less than that would create resentment. 

All is done legally and the documents are drawn up, the contract sealed and the silver weighed out in balances so that the correct amount of value was assigned to Hanameel for the land. The evidence is now public that Jeremiah expects the land to be inherited again, and for ownership to be passed on to the next generation once more. It is a statement of faith, that though the rebellion will fail and they will leave the entire land desolate, that the people will return once more and dwell therein. Ezra records the return of the people of Anathoth. Ezra 2:23. 

11  So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open: 12  And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison.

It is also of note that Jeremiah had the money for this purchase. He was a man who took care to keep his money safe and to save for his own and his servant’s later usage. Too many believers think that obedience means they end each week broke, every cent spent for the Lord’s work. At times that may be correct, but the Lord may give excess at times, and it is not necessarily to be spent on missions. All excess funds are to be prayed over, and at times they are to be saved for later use. It is a reminder to be prayerful over the use of money rather than simply following any man’s formula for spiritual success! Baruch conducts the process here, as he remains free, and there is the saved money to be spent. 

This is a careful man and a saver; a lesson in here for us. There were two records of the sale, one closed and sealed, and one public proclamation for all the population to read and know what had occurred. It was a public testimony by Jeremiah that he expected the land to be re-occupied, and would have had incredible impact upon those caught in the besieged city. This was a powerful testimony to the future hope and to the love of the prophet for his family who had hated him. His witnesses are all who sat in the courtyard of the prison. Were they fellow prisoners or judges? We are not told. Jeremiah is still above ground apparently at this point, but will end up in the sewer death cell in the middle of the courtyard before the end.

13  And I charged Baruch before them, saying, 14  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days. 15  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.

The documents were to be sealed within a pottery vessel and made water tight. They were to be carefully stored, or even buried as a testimony that even though the land would be empty and barren of animals and people, that the Lord would restore them to their inheritance. These pottery vessels were used throughout Jewish history at times of crisis to hide away documents for later use. It was a collection of these that were found at Qumran in the 1940s and provide the oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament some dating back two hundred years before the days of the Lord. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. DO NOT ACT ON FEELINGS, ONLY FAITH. Jeremiah waits for confirmation before acting on the information he receives in a dream from the Lord. Once the facts are confirmed he acts immediately and spends money to testify to truth. When we feel that the Lord is speaking in a certain matter, it is appropriate to pray for confirmation before definitive action. The Lord wants us to be sure and strong in our actions, not weak or diffident. 

2. JEREMIAH SAVES HIS NEPHEW’S FAMILY AND TESTIFIES TO HIS HOPE FOR HIS NATION. The money spent will not gain Jeremiah anything, for the land is desolate and even after the siege is over will be undefended from marauding Arabs. It is completely useless to him, and as he has no son, cannot be passed on for his use. It will simply revert to the family of his nephew after the exile is over. None of this matters to Jeremiah, for the purchase will publicly testify to his faith in the restoration, and the money received will keep his relatives alive in the siege and mean that some will get to Babylon alive and their descendents return to reclaim the land.

3. JEREMIAH THINKS OF THE IMPACT OF HIS WITNESS YEARS AFTER HIS OWN DEATH. He is focused on having spiritual impact on his generation and the next. He sees all things in terms of God’s timetable and will, not his own needs and will.

JEREMIAH 32:16-25
16  “Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the LORD, saying, 17  Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee: 18  Thou shewest loving kindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is his name, 19  Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings: 20  Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made thee a name, as at this day; 21  And hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror; 22  And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; 23  And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them: 24  Behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thou seest it. 25  And thou hast said unto me, O Lord GOD, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.”

REFLECTION
16  Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the LORD, saying, 17  Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:

Prayerfulness is the mark of this man of God, as it is to be the mark of us all. There is no time so dangerous to the man or woman of God than just after an act or victory of faith. Just after we have done the Lord’s will we can relax, and at such a time we are vulnerable to attack. 

All the work of the Lord is to be prefixed by prayer, accomplished in prayer and ended with prayerful thanks and commitment forward into the next task. Jeremiah is still in prison, and still faces death as a traitor to his nation, according to the king of Judah. He recognizes as he spends money that may be needed later in the siege to buy his and Baruch’s own food, that he must depend upon the Lord alone for his provision. He rests in the provision of the Creator God. 

Prayer marks the great men of God like Jacob, Genesis 32:9-12, and David, 2 Samuel 7:18-29. They are reminded as they reflect, in difficult times, that they rest their lives and security upon the one who made all things, and if he has promised to do something, then it will be done, just as the heavens were made. Ezekiel 36:36, Philippians 4:4-7. We are to cast all our cares upon the Lord, for he cares and provides for us. 1 Peter 5:7. 

Service for the Lord that is confident and strong rests upon this foundation of prayerful trust. The great men and women of faith were great because of their prayer; they rested upon the Lord in humility, with total dependence upon his will and plan, not their own. This is the place of power for us all. Psalms 55:22, 75:6-7, 138:6-8, Isaiah 57:13-15, Jeremiah 45:5, James 4:7-10. Refer to BTB topic of PRAYER

This is the mental attitude that gives power and purpose in this life; this is the true spirit of “humble power” which rests in the Lord’s mighty arms. Is there anything too hard for the Lord? Isaiah 46:9-10, Daniel 2:20-23, Acts 15:18, Ephesians 3:8-13. Our prayer is all too often like that of beggars, when it should have the confidence of a member of the royal family asking the king for a favour in line with the king’s policy! We forget who we are in Christ Jesus, and we forget too often who God is! 1 Peter 2:9-10.  Refer to BTB topic of CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MENTAL ATTITUDE

18  Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is his name, 19  Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings:

Jeremiah draws strength under pressure from his own reflection upon the character and plan of God. This remains the surest way for any believer at any time in history to stabilize their minds and hearts. If we meditate upon the character of God and the person and work of Christ, we find the depths of God’s love for mankind and the wonder of his plan. It is this reality that will cause all problems we have to drop away into insignificance in light of his purpose for our life. What he plans will be fulfilled, and it will be fulfilled in his power. Our task is to wait for that power, and pray for this anointing that we might fulfil the plan for our lives. Refer to the BTB study on GOD – THE CHARACTER OF GOD.

God’s purpose throughout the Old Testament was to demonstrate his loving kindness towards his people. Those who do not know the scriptures speak of the Old Testament being of wrath and the New Testament being of love, but that is false, for love always guided the hand of God and wrath has always been his “strange work”, never implemented unless there is no hope for change. Isaiah 28:21, 2 Chronicles 36:15-16. The loving kindness of the Lord is the theme of scripture from beginning to end, with judgment reserved only for those who deliberately and persistently reject the gracious love of the Lord. Exodus 20:5-6, 34:5-9, Numbers 14:18-20, Deuteronomy 5:9-10, 7:6-11. 

We have seen in an earlier chapter that the “Four Generation Curse” applied only where each succeeding generation repeated the sins of their fathers. Jeremiah recalls that there have been generations of negativity towards the words and will of the Lord and the present generation will be the one paying the full price for the evil of their ancestors, just as the children of the people who killed the Lord would, in their own disobedience to him pay the price for the sins of their nation in 70AD when Jerusalem fell for the second time and the people went into captivity again. Matthew 23:29-39, 27:25. The Lord is the Great God, and those who forget this will face eternal judgment, for to walk away from such love is to be choosing hell forever! When you reject life, you have only death left as your option! Psalms 145:1-15, Revelation 20:10-15.    Refer to BTB studies on JUDGMENT:  FOUR GENERATION CURSE, HELL AND HADES  

The Lord is great in counsel and mighty in deed. Isaiah 9:6-7, 28:29, 40:12-17, 46:8-13. He speaks his policy for all to hear and understand it, and he backs his words by actions. He sees all the deeds of mankind; none are hidden from the one who made the universe. Psalms 33:13-19, 34:15, Proverbs 5:21-23. How foolish men are to say that God cannot see everything, for they make their judgments on the basis of their limits rather than the power and reality of the Lord’s majesty. Each person receives in time or eternity the fruit of their work; all receive exactly what they deserve! None can complain that they did not get exactly what they wanted. 1 Kings 8:31-32, Psalms 62:12, Romans 2:5-11. 

20  Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made thee a name, as at this day;

The past is the basis of our certainty into the future, for as God has acted in the past sets us our foundation of evidence for how he will act into the future. The Lord our God operates upon the basis of his own character and plan and so his acts are totally consistent. It is for this reason alone that we are able to rest secure in him. The Lord used signs and wonders to deliver the people from Egypt, but even seeing these great things the people still rebelled and turned away from their deliverer. Jeremiah remembers and reflects that in his day signs and wonders will not deliver them but obedience to the Word of God may still. 

21  And hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror;

The story of the Israelite’s rebellion in the desert was told by the Psalmist in Psalms 78:17-57, 105:26-45, and 135:8-21. Deliverance will come only when the people acknowledge their Lord and God as whom he truly is. It is the Lord who has power and it is the Lord who directs all things.  As we remind ourselves of whom the Lord is, and walk in his Holy Spirit’s guidance, we can be stabilized in him. Psalms 89:8-10, 136:11-26.   We rest in the certainty and dependability of the character of God alone.
22  And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; 23  And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them:

Jeremiah recalls that the Lord gave the Exodus generation’s children the land, but that this was simply a “coming into inheritance” of land that had been promised to Abraham far earlier. Genesis 13:14-17, 15:18-21, 17:7-10, 28:13-17. Once again it is the plan of God that is in view here, the Lord fulfilling his plan through time, as men and women open themselves obediently to do what is required. 

The Exodus generation died in the wilderness because of their lack of faith, but their children entered into blessing and conquered the land. The generation of Jeremiah’s day will go the same way as the Exodus generation did and die under discipline, but their children will re-enter the land in blessing. The Exodus story is an important one for the people of Jeremiah’s day, for the people who hear these words from him are like those who heard Moses; they will reject the truth and die in the wilderness, but their children will be blessed in their obedience to God rather than following their parents in stupidity. Deuteronomy 26:5-11. 

Having entered the land under Joshua and Caleb the people still disobeyed the Lord and did not completely take the land. Their partial obedience created compromise with paganism and debilitated the nation, leading to the chaos of the days of Jeremiah. It was the refusal of the people to follow through and destroy the paganism of the nations that dwelt in the land that allowed the satanic counter-offensive through the ages and kept the people spiritually weak. 

As the children of Israel re-entered the land and re-established Temple worship under Ezra they were formally warned by him not to repeat the problems of the past, and he seriously prayed for deliverance from any repeat stupidity. Ezra 9:6-15. When Nehemiah recalls the history of the people he specifically mentions this time of sin, recalling the disasters that flowed from the people’s refusal to follow through on all the Lord had told them.  Nehemiah 9:24-38.

24  Behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thou seest it. 25  And thou hast said unto me, O Lord GOD, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.

The siege mountains had been built by this time and the prophet was able to say to the people, “look outside the walls and see the siege mounds”, and the battering rams and catapults upon them that rained rocks day and night upon the helpless city. The city will fall he repeats; the Babylonians will certainly break in and take them all. He does not stop from telling them the truth, even though giving hope for the future. The city of Jerusalem was built on hills but they were slightly lower than the surrounding ones so any enemy could always look down into the city; not the best position to be in when defending the place! Only the Lord could defend Jerusalem for this reason! 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD. No matter what problems we face, we are to face them in confident prayer for the Lord’s Will to be done, for it will be! We are called to place ourselves firmly under his care, concern and victory. The Lord wants us to live as his children, and that means to live as royalty, not as beggars. Let us confidently approach the throne of grace and ask for our needs in accordance with his will for our lives.

2. GOD IS LOVING KINDNESS. From the beginning, God’s nature has been to love his creation and his created beings. Only disobedience and rejection of his will for our lives stops that love being expressed freely in blessings in time and eternity.

3. PARTIAL OBEDIENCE IS STUPIDITY AND LEADS TO JUDGMENT AND TOTAL LOSS OF ALL THAT HAS BEEN GAINED TO DATE. To fail to follow through is to miss out on everything God has for you. Why do we have a problem with this truth? This is the truth of athletics, of war, and of farming. These are the analogies for Christian service and form the picture that illustrates the receiving of eternal rewards. 

If an athlete runs well and leads a race, but falters, slows, or stops before the tape is crossed, then they lose; they get nothing but ridicule from their peers. If a soldier fights well and then gives up at a crucial time in the battle, it does not matter how many medals he won beforehand, he is still disgraced and killed by the enemy. If the farmer does not keep working right until the last moment the crop is totally lost. There is no victory at all without 100% follow through, and anything short of total devotion to the task does not mean you lose 10%, it tends to mean you lose everything you have worked for! There is not accident in Paul’s choice of these metaphors for the Christian life; they are meant to make us thoughtful and fearful of stopping and losing all! 1 Corinthians 3:6-17, 9:24-27, 2 Timothy 2:1-10, 4:1-8.

4. COMPROMISE WITH EVIL PRODUCES MORAL AND SPIRITUAL DISASTER. There is no meeting place between paganism and Christianity. This means that all the forms of satanic religion are to be rejected, including the “polite” liberalism that robs spiritual life of it’s power, but keeps the form of faith around it like a deceptive cloak! 

JEREMIAH 32:26-35
26  “Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 27  Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 28  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it: 29  And the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger. 30  For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith the LORD. 31  For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face, 32  Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33  And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction. 34  But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it. 35  And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.”

REFLECTION
26  Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 27  Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?

The Lord reminds Jeremiah of his character again. This is significant and to be noted by us at times of trouble. As we have seen above, stability is enhanced by reflection and meditation upon the nature of the Lord our God, for when we doubt or are disturbed we need to rest upon foundational truths, and the character of God is a foundation truth. The Lord reinforces this by reminding Jeremiah again that he is the Lord God of all flesh and that there is no person, power or thing outside his control and authority. Psalms 65:2, Isaiah 64:8. 

When we reflect upon the Angelic Conflict we need to remember this, for Satan has power only by permission, and can exercise authority only where the plan allows, and the end is certain for him. He is as deluded as his servants are in thinking his rebellion will have any impact at all, for he is allowed to harvest only the souls of those who chose to be as deluded as he is. Numbers 16:20-33. Refer to BTB study of ANGELS:  ANGELIC CONFLICT

28  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it: 29  And the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger.

Once again the prophet states the bare and terrible truth; the very thing the king and all his foolish subject reject. They expect supernatural deliverance, as in the days of Isaiah and Hezekiah. They have convinced themselves, falsely, that the Lord is with them, and they have no shortage of false prophets to back up their false beliefs. They have deceived themselves into believing what suits them. 

Their faith is in what they prefer rather than the reality they face. They attend the Temple services every day, yet they refuse to practise the morality of the Law of Moses and reject the teaching of Moses. They are baffled by the Lord’s delay in delivering them, but they have no reason to be, for the very words of Moses, whose sacrificial system they follow, had told them all these things over seven hundred years before.

The reason for the destruction is their idolatry. It does not matter what they do on the Sabbath day when they enter the Temple, for that is pious fraud; it is hypocrisy, for it does not change their lives. They have continued to “cover their bets”, serving both the evil Baal religion and the Lord also, even though God had made it clear to Moses that there was to be no compromise. Exodus 20:1-7.

The message of the Lord was clear, but the people had felt that they could “get by” with their compromise; that God would some how overlook their sins. They felt so “special” in the eyes of the Lord that they believed they would be alright with their immorality. It is this same evil belief system that is from the pit of hell itself that leads today’s church members to think they can get away with sins that the Bible condemns. The truth of forgiveness is perverted to teach that you can do anything, confess yours sins, and that God will simply wipe the late clean and all will be well. There are certain things that create disaster and remove the candle from it’s place in the church of God. Matthew 22:1-7, Romans 6:1-17, Revelation 2:5-6, 3:1-6, 11. If we deliberately disobey the Lord’s clear commands, we may be forgiven on genuine repentance, but we will be removed from service and even possibly from this life. Refer to the BTB topic below, SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH. 

30  For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith the LORD.

Personal responsibility is the principle made clear here. We all stand firmly in the place where we need to accept the full consequences of our own actions and then, having grieved over them, repented of them, put them aside, at that point we can come for forgiveness and restoration. If change is not genuine it is worse that none at all, for it is playing with the holiness of God; it is mocking his truth, and insulting his standards for life. There is no recovery from any spiritual problem until there is a complete and honest confrontation with the truth and these people have refused to accept truth, preferring to live their pleasant lies. They will continue their false religion and their immoral practises right up until the day the enemy break into the city and take it. Deuteronomy 9:4-12, Acts 7:51-60.  

31  For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face, 32  Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

They felt the city and the Temple were their “lucky charms”; that God would not judge the city, nor the Temple because they were his. The evidence was before their eyes, in two successful sieges by Nebuchadnezzar before this time. He had already beaten them twice, so why would he have any problems the third time? He will take the city and he will kill most of them for their evil. The words of Jeremiah indicate that the few survivors will be those who repent. Jeremiah lists all the categories of the people, from the top to the bottom, and all have failed to follow the Lord, and none who were meant to lead have led the rest into righteousness, rather they have pushed each other further and further into evil. All will finally pay, for the sword will cut down noble and pauper equally. Nehemiah 9:32-37, Daniel 9:1-14. 

33  And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction. 34  But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it.

The rejection of the Lord, his Word and his will for their lives is illustrated by their attitude and their posture. To turn the back on a person is to reject them totally, and sadly that is what they did to their God. They have had plenty of warning and also had lots of instruction over the years, but they have treated all the prophets of God as fools and refused to receive any instruction from them or from Moses’ words in the scriptures. They went to the extent of even bringing in to the very Temple the idols of paganism. 

They had very “religious” reasons to do this, and said it was about “tolerance”, “inclusivism”, and made all sorts of excuses for bringing other powers along side the Lord when he made it clear that he would deliver alone or they would not be delivered. Even though the Temple had apparently been cleansed by Manasseh after his salvation, it required cleansing again by Josiah, and clearly the people had brought evil in again in the days of Zedekiah. As part of their war preparations they had started to serve all the gods of the nations in a hope of having at least one of them save them, when their only hope was with the Lord alone. Ezekiel 8:1-16.

35  And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.

They had done this in Manasseh’s day and Josiah had destroyed them, but the job was never completed and the people returned to this great evil. They had even re-started the child sacrifices that were such an abomination before the Lord. God makes it clear to them that these were things that had not even entered the mind of holiness, such was the evil of the things done. They had plunged into such evil that there was no hope any more now, for they have rejected hope and life. Ephesians 2:1-10. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD FOR GOD EXCEPT TO VIOLATE OUR OWN DETERMINED VOLITION. If we choose to worship evil then the Lord will let us pursue our own path for he has made us for choice and we must accept full responsibility for our choices. If we turn to him then there is nothing he cannot do to help us but we must repent and turn to him.

2. GOD WILL NOT SHARE US WITH EVIL. There is no compromise with evil, and more than there is any compromise with cancer, or rottenness in fruit. If there is any mixing of evil with good the good is destroyed over time.

3. GOD WILL JUDGE EVIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS TIMETABLE, BASED UPON HIS CHARACTER AND PLAN. We are not judged and destroyed because of evil or sin in our lives because of grace and mercy and love. God waits for us, he delays judgment until we have had warning and opportunity for change, but he will act in judgment in the end. Evil will be judged and eliminated from the creation. That is the culmination of this phase of the plan that opens the door to perfect environment upon the earth for the first time since Eden.

JEREMIAH 32:36-44
36  “And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence; 37  Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: 38  And they shall be my people, and I will be their God: 39  And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them: 40  And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 41  Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul. 42  For thus saith the LORD; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them. 43  And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. 44  Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity to return, saith the LORD”.

REFLECTION
36  And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence; 37  Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely:

Jeremiah repeats the judgment of the Lord, which is now a settled thing, but he also mentions immediately that they will be restored after judgment and there will be blessing again. Three destroyers will be busy in the besieged city, and there will be few survivors from them. God’s hand is upon them, in great anger and fury at their persistent disobedience. They will suffer and they will pay I full for their great evil, but they will be restored to the land and they will live safely in the land again. 

Over one hundred years before this time the Lord had told them of the Babylonian captivity and promised a return, and so Jeremiah stands in the tradition of Isaiah and repeats the promises made to him, for the Plan of God stands secure. Isaiah 43:14-28, 57:17-21. Repentance will turn their fortunes around and thorough change of heart will lift them up in captivity, and they will worship the Lord their God in Babylon and be returned to the land to worship him there. Ezekiel 34:11-16, 36:31-38.

The promise of re-gathering was even given, as we have seen before, to Moses, who made it clear that repentance was the path back to God’s purpose for their lives, as it is for ours. Deuteronomy 30:1-10. One of their prayers of repentance in exile is given in Psalms 106:40-48. The only way any people “dwell safely” is through the blessing and protection of the Lord. We are safe only in his hands, securely resting in his will for our lives. There alone upon this uncertain earth are we safe. Zechariah 2:4-10, 3:10. The final peace of Jerusalem comes with Messiah’s rule there after the deliverance of the Great Tribulation period. This is why we pray for “the peace of Jerusalem”, for that prayer is asking the Lord to return to rule over the entire earth. Zechariah 14:9-21.

38  And they shall be my people, and I will be their God: 39  And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them:

The Jewish people have always been the chosen of the Lord, and remain so, but the majority of them have never actively been God’s people in practise. They had promised under Moses, but never followed through fully. Deuteronomy 26:16-19. They have rebelled and fought against his will for them all the way through their history, but in this final day the entire nation of survivors will serve him. The restoration of Israel after the exile was a brief foretaste of this, with the majority of the returnees being devoted to the service of the Lord and committing themselves to being his people. Psalms 144:15, Ezekiel 11:19-25. 

A pure heart is the Lord’s gift to them; a heart that loves the Lord alone, and that does not have any room within for any other power or love, other than the Lord their God. The gifts of the Holy Spirit at salvation provide this “one heart” for us now, but in this present phase of world history, we still have the Old Sin Nature to fight against God within each of us. The Lord’s promise to them is a promise of victory through their occupation with Christ, for the focus of the heart on the Lord purifies the mind and the body and settles the soul of all who lean upon him. Psalms 112:1-9, 115:9-18, Proverbs 14:26-27, 23:15-19. 

40  And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 41  Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul.

They will be blessed and once they have entered this time of blessing there will be no judgment ever again. The new covenant that they enter as a result of their national repentance is an eternal one. They will be planted in their land and they will hold it securely in that day. Review the BTB doctrinal study on COVENANTS on page 50. 

The promise here in these verses was first made to Abraham, and it’s fulfilment has been glimpsed at times through the centuries from that day, but it will be finally received in full with Messiah’s rule upon the earth in the Millennial Kingdom. This is the time in history where for one thousand years mankind sees clearly the way the world could have been from the beginning had man obeyed his Creator and Saviour God. They are secure in the fulfilment of the promises at the heart of God’s Plan for mankind.

42  For thus saith the LORD; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them. 43  And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.

The Lord takes responsibility for both the judgment and the blessing. Deuteronomy 28:1-20, Joshua 23:6-16, Zechariah 8:13-15. Even right unto our own day this remains the choice for mankind everywhere in the creation. We stand each day with two roads before us; the narrow way of God’s will or the broad way that leads to destruction. Matthew 7:7-14. The fate of the nation is repeated again; the entire land will be given into the hands of the Chaldeans and they will rule over it until the Lord’s assigned day for the return of the people. Ezekiel 37:1-14. 

Only when the Lord breathes his Holy Spirit upon the people, through their repentance and resultant salvation, will they come to life again. The next time this occurs will be at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, when he comes to reign as Messiah King of Israel and ruler of the entire earth.

44  Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity to return, saith the LORD”

Jeremiah returns to the action he took that began this prophetic section. He had purchased land, and from this passage, we can take it that this was the last such purchase for the entire period until after the exile’s return. No one would buy or sell land again until the people returned to their land in faith. Through a spiritual revival of faith in Babylon they will come to the place where they can be blessed again. Then and only then will they recover their land, their wealth, their animals, and their crops will be blessed. The land will have it’s sabbatical years and they will be restored to the Lord their God and will never turn to idols again.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. SAFETY BELONGS TO THE LORD ALONE. No matter how dangerous a situation is, the only question a believer need ask is, am I where the Lord wants me? If the answer is “yes”, then that person can rest secure in the Lord’s hands, for they are protected, and will not die one second before the plan calls for their entry into heaven in blessedness. 

2. THERE ARE TWO PATHS BEFORE US EVERY DAY; THE PATH OF MAN OR THE PATH OF GOD. We make choices every day that either bless or curse our steps, and we must take responsibility for all our decision making in every thing we do. We are challenged to walk “in the fear of the Lord”. We are called to live in obedience to the Lord our God.

TOPICS

PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

1. Definition: Attitude or Mental attitude is the state of mind where the mind is set on a course of action on the basis of the whole function and thinking of the soul.

2. Every believer faces the inner conflict of divine versus human viewpoint. These two attitudes are at war in humanity in human history from the time of the fall. (Isaiah 55:7-9)

3. We are commanded to have divine viewpoint in our souls not the viewpoint of Satan (worldliness). 2 Corinthians 1:7, 10:5.  (via Doctrine in the Soul). 

3. Attitude determines both the life and character of a person - what you think is what you are (Proverbs 23:7)

4. As Christians we are commanded to have our thinking in tune with the mind of Christ. Gods plan for our lives calls for a new attitude in our souls, a new viewpoint, without any human viewpoint or mental attitude sin (1Corinthians 2:16, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 Romans 12:2, Philippians 2:5, 2 Timothy 1:7)

5. Fellowship within a church is based on believers all being in tune with what the Bible teaches. Philippians 2:2.

6. Knowledge of the Bible (the mind of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16) and control by the Holy Spirit renews the mind of the believer, giving divine viewpoint. (Romans 12:2)

7. The right mental attitude produces joy (Philippians 2:2), confidence (2 Corinthians 5:1,6,8), stability (Isaiah 26:3-4, Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2), true giving (2 Corinthians 9:7), love (1 Corinthians 13:5)

8. Human viewpoint is called worldliness. (Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2)

9. Evil is what you think as you are following Satan’s policy. Matthew 9:4, Galatians 6:3. Mental attitude sins produce self induced misery. (Proverbs 15:13)

10. Without clear thinking there is conflict in the mind of the believer. Isaiah 55:6-9, James 1:7-8.

11. True stability of Character comes only this way. Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2.

12. Giving is a mental attitude. 2 Corinthians 9:7. Love is a mental attitude. 1 Corinthians 13: Deuteronomy 6:5,10:12.

13. Worldliness is a mental attitude: It is all non-grace thinking i.e. Anti Gods Plan, Colossians 3:2.

14. Confidence in service and living generally flows from having "Divine Viewpoint" which has other advantages such as 

[a] Stability in life - James 1:8

[b]  Prosperity of soul  - Philippians 4:7

[c] Giving to the Lord - 2 Corinthians 9:7

[d] Spiritual rather than  worldly - Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2

[e] Purity rather than evil - Matthew 9:4

[f] No arrogance - Galatians 6:1-5.

[g] Inner beauty - 1 Timothy 2:9,10,15.

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

JUDGMENT:  FOUR GENERATION CURSE 

1. General Scripture (Exodus 20:4-6)

2. A believer without God's Word is in the position of hating the Lord as no believer can love God without the Word of God.

3. There are two kinds of people who hate God.

a) Unbelievers - those who have rejected the word at salvation.

b) Believers who reject the Word of God even though they are loved by God.

4. In this scripture the discipline goes to the 3rd or 4th generation but only if each generation rebels against God. The purpose of discipline is to focus the unbeliever's attention on Christ.

a) Generation I - God disciplines where there is rebellion against Him.

b) Generation II - God disciplines again but there must be rebellion in that generation.

c) Generation III - If there is rebellion he punishes again.

d) Generation IV - Where there is rebellion he punishes again but after the fourth generation a change occurs because if not there would be no perpetuation of the human race.

5. Should any of the generations believe in Christ, God's cursing is turned to blessing.

6. "And showing mercy unto thousands" -- Exodus 20:6

In each generation God does not visit the sins of the fathers on the children without their involvement in rebellion. Each generation stands on its own and is responsible for its own sins.

7. EXAMPLE - THE HERODIAN LINE

a) 1st GENERATION - Herod the Great (Matthew 2)  He was an unbeliever who had every chance to receive Christ as Saviour, he killed 3 of his own sons, attempted to kill the Lord Jesus Christ at Bethlehem and died miserably. As a young man he was a great athlete, very handsome and a great ruler. He degenerated and died in misery.

b) 2nd GENERATION - Herod the Fox (Matthew 14)  Herod who married his niece Herodias. Both had every chance to be saved. They came face to face with John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ. Both rejected the gospel which was presented to them. Both died miserably in exile in Spain.

c) 3rd GENERATION - Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12)  Agrippa heard the gospel and rejected it. He was responsible for the martyrdom of James and had ordered the death of Peter, though Peter escaped. Agrippa died in a very miserable manner as an unbeliever.

d) 4th GENERATION - Herod Agrippa II (Acts 24,25)  Agrippa and his two sisters who represent the 4th generation heard and rejected the gospel from Paul. They died in a very dramatic and unusual way. The Herodian line eventually disappeared as the last members of the family were killed in Pompeii when Vesuvius erupted in AD 78

HELL AND HADES

1. HELL is from the Greek GEHENNA. This was a place where children were burned as offerings to Molech. (2 Chronicles 33:6, Jeremiah 7:31). Molech was a huge idol with outstretched paws on which the children were tied prior to being burnt to death.

2. HELL is the same as the Lake of Fire where the lost spend eternity. (Revelation 19:20, 20:10)

3. Hades (Gk) in the New Testament is often translated HELL. SHEOL (Heb) is the Old Testament equivalent. Hades and Sheol are in the centre of the earth, cf. Saul, Samuel (from Paradise or Abraham's Bosom) and the Witch of Endor. (1 Samuel 28:7-19) Hades or Sheol is the place of the souls and spirits of people who died while awaiting the resurrection. Hades is also the place of imprisonment of a certain group of angels - TARTARUS.

4. HADES is divided into three sections, one section being divided from the other two by a "Great Gulf' Fixed". (Luke 16:19-31)

It should be noted that the story of Lazarus is a true story, and not a parable, because it mentions proper names (Lazarus) and a geographical location - Hades.)

a) Abraham's Bosom or Paradise - The abode of the saved until the ascension of Jesus Christ. The Lord said to the repentant thief - "This day shall thou be with me in Paradise. (Luke 23:43)

b) Torments - The abode of the unsaved, reserved until the last judgment at the end of the millennium. This is a place of great sorrow and suffering. (Revelation 20:13)

c) Tartarus - The prison of fallen angels who kept not their first estate. These are fallen angels from Genesis 6. This is a place of imprisonment (2 Peter 2:4)

5. Since the ascension of Christ - Paradise has been empty, with the saved being transferred to the Third Heaven. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4, Ephesians 4:7-10)

6. Those who die now as believers go directly to the Third Heaven ("at home with the Lord"), with soul and spirit but no resurrection body. (2 Corinthians 5:8)

7. Those in Hades (Torments) will be brought before the Great White Throne after which they will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:13-15). This is the Last Judgment.

8. Hades is in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40; 1 Samuel 28:7-15)

9. There are no degrees of punishment in the Lake of Fire.

a) Degrees of punishment tend to deny the literal lake of fire. Nothing to indicate the temperature of the lake of fire is not constant.

b) Degrees of punishment is contrary to the doctrine of unlimited atonement. Christ died for every sin that has ever been committed. Man is not judged on the basis of his sins but human good. (Revelation 20:11-15)

c) Degrees of punishment destroys the principle of salvation. Its concept is that one rejecter of grace gets less fire than another rejecter of grace. The unsaved are unsaved because they reject grace.

d) Degrees of punishment is based on the theory that for a thesis there is an antithesis and when they come together you have synthesis (the Hegelian fallacy).

e) False concept:- One person commits a bad sin, one person performs a marvellous good work. Obviously there must be different degrees of punishment in eternity.

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

1. There is an angelic conflict and it is intimately related to our presence in this world.

2. ETERNITY PAST

[a] Initially God created angels. At creation we are told that there was unity as all the angels sang in unison.

[b] Satan as Lucifer with the title Son of the Morning was the head of the angels. Isaiah 14. Ezekiel 28:12-15

[c] It is noted that the Lord Jesus Christ is now called Son of the Morning in 2 Peter 1 showing that the Lord replaced Satan as a result of His victory at the Cross.

3. FALL OF SATAN

[a] Satan became proud and attempted a coup d’etat against God in Isaiah 14:12-17 

[b] When Satan fell he took one third of the angels with him. Revelation 12:9. 

[c] The angels who exist forever therefore fall into two permanent groups

(i) Elect Angels  who remained faithful to God (1 Timothy 5:21)

(ii)
Fallen angels who chose to follow Satan who fall into two categories:-


(1)
Imprisoned ones who were made inoperative at the time of the Flood (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4)


(2)
Demons who are currently operative (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

[d] There is therefore a spiritual warfare between elect and fallen angels, which affects the human race. (Ephesians, 6:12, Revelation 12)

4. SENTENCE ON THE FALLEN ANGELS

[a] In eternity past Satan and the fallen angels were judged and sentenced to the Lake of Fire - Matthew 24;51

[b] It would appear that Satan appealed against his sentence and said "how can a God of Love sentence any of his creatures to the lake of fire?"

[c] The answer is in the character of God who is HOLY as well as LOVE. His holiness can only judge sin and rebellion.

[d] The lake of fire therefore was not created for man. Man ends up in the lake of fire due to his own negative attitude towards God.

5. MAN’S ROLE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

[a] This sentence which was given before man existed has not yet executed and will not be so until the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:10. 

[b] There must be a long lapse of time before the sentence is executed with this period being taken up with the whole of human history. Therefore the purpose of the existence of the human race and its relation to God can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

[c] Through the creation of man God provides a clear legal witness to Satan and his angels of their sin. The whole of human history is to prove certain points to the angels. Things can happen in your life as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and these can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

6. FALL OF MAN AND VICTORY OF THE GOD MAN

[a] Man starts off lower than the angels. Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Jesus Christ made Himself a little lower than the angels.

[b] Although Adam failed to be victorious the Lord Jesus Christ replaces Adam in history and won the battle in His humanity. 1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die, in Christ shall all be made alive.

[c] A new form of creature judges come into existence and will judge the angels 1 Corinthians 6:1-3

7. SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ANGELS AND MAN

[a] Angels and mankind have a number of parallels with human free will being tested in exactly the same way as angelic free will.

[b] Angels began in innocence and full obedience to God (Job 38:7 Ezekiel 28:14-15)

Man began in innocence (Genesis 2:25)

Angels sinned - rebellion of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Man sinned - rebellion of Adam (Genesis 3:1-7)

Angels are divided into two categories - elect or fallen.

Man is divided into two categories - believers and unbelievers. (John 3:36)

8. ADAM AND FREEWILL

[a] God created Adam and Eve, to show Satan that mankind, created lower than angels (Hebrews 2:6-7), would choose to obey God. Mankind therefore, by a choice of freewill, would decide whether to obey God and be blessed, or to disobey God and be judged (the same choice that Satan had).

[b] A test was instituted for man's freewill - obedience to God or disobedience. (Genesis 2:16-17).  Adam - and therefore all mankind - sinned and thereby rebelled against God.  All of mankind, therefore, is in the same condition of sinful rebellion as Satan.

[c] However, God instituted another test of freewill for mankind - will they choose to return to God through Jesus Christ, or will they choose to continue in sin and rebellion (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9).

[d] Anyone who chooses to return to God will be saved; anyone who chooses to remain in rebellion to God will be judged in the lake of fire, the same fate as Satan (Matthew 25:41)

[e] Therefore, by the work of Christ on the cross, and man's freewill faith in Christ, God has vindicated His love to save and His justice to judge.

9. RESOLUTION OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

Stage 1 - Salvation - by faith, man is saved and made positionally superior to angels (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - by faith, the believer overcomes Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17)

Stage 3 - Eternity -in Christ, the believer will judge Satan and his fallen angels (Hebrews 2:8, 1 Corinthians 6:3)

10. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Angels watch the human race. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12).  Elect angels rejoice 

every time someone is saved (Luke 15:10)

11. THREE BASIC QUESTIONS

The angelic conflict answers three basic questions:-

[a] Why man? Inside man is a soul with mentality and freewill which when linked together resolves the angelic conflict, (Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2). The cross is the real victory in the angelic conflict.

[b] Why sin? Sin resolves stage 1 of the plan of God (see paragraph 9). At the cross sin was judged and the barrier between man and God was removed so that man's relationship with God depends on his free will. Every time a person accepts Christ, elect angels rejoice. In the garden man was innocent and all he had to do was stay away from one tree. Now man is guilty he has to come to a tree (the cross). (Genesis 2:17, 1 Peter 2:24).

[c] Why suffering? Suffering resolves the issue in Stage 2. Suffering involves the promise principle. (1 Peter 1:7-8, Romans 5:2-4). Suffering is designed for blessing and is a further blow to Satan. It is to demonstrate the love of God in a way that cannot be done in eternity as in eternity there is no more sorrow, pain or death. (Revelation 21:4)

12. STAGES IN THE CONFLICT [SEE SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD]

[a] From the fall of man to the ascension of Christ the line of Christ and Jesus Christ himself were the target of attack. Once the ascension was a fact in history Satan was unable to attack the line of the Saviour.

[b] The resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ caused intensification in the angelic conflict.

[c] Once Christ is glorified at the right hand of the Father the angelic conflict becomes intensified in the Church age. 

[d] Every Church Age believer is now a target and because of this every believer has had special provisions made for him:

(i) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)

(ii) Indwelling of Jesus Christ (John 14:23)

(iii) Completed canon of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:10)

13. PROGRESSION TO THE LAKE OF FIRE

This explains the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ from the time he sat down at the right hand of the Father until the Last Judgment. Psalm 110:1 says “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [God the Son], Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

[a] The first stage – Insurgency warfare – Pentecost - Rapture

During this time He calls out the personnel who will replace the angelic council members who have been condemned 1 Corinthians 4:8, 6:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21

The angelic council comprises God and all the angels as seen in 1 Kings 22:19-23 and 2 Chronicles 18:18-23

[b] The second Stage – Rapture to Second Advent - Confrontation

During this time the new members of the angelic council are evaluated in relation to their divine and human good, rewarded [1 Corinthians 3:11-15], they lose their old sin nature and have a resurrection body. The rebellious members, Satan and his followers are cast out of heaven Revelation 12:4

[c] The third stage – Second Advent – Victory Stage

Christ casts Satan and the fallen angels into hell for a thousand years and rightfully asserts His authority.

[d] The fourth stage – The Last Judgment. The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41 

Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire with the demons and the unbelievers. Unbelievers join them in the Lake of Fire because they have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The old creation is destroyed and a new heavens and a new earth provided by God. At that point all knees shall bow and the promise of making His enemies His footstool will have been fulfilled.

14. THE BELIEVERS AND RESULT OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

The result of the angelic conflict:

Stage 1 - Salvation - saved mankind is positionally superior to angels;

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - through suffering the believer develops his faith towards Christ to such an extent that he thereby shows the fallen angels the certainty of their doom;

Stage 3 - Heaven - In eternity the believer in his resurrection body will be physically superior to angels.

15. CONCLUSION

Through the fall of man Satan obtained control of the world though not necessarily control of mankind. 

What makes it possible for man to live in the Devil's world and not be under his control? - free will. 

By using The Word of God you can make decisions that are completely against Satan and his concepts. 

Satan is the ruler of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2) 

However we have the Bible - the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) We should know it and use it.

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

CHAPTER 33

JEREMIAH 33:1-9

1  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, saying, :2  Thus saith the LORD the maker thereof, the LORD that formed it, to establish it; the LORD is his name; 3  Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not. 4  For thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword; 5  They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city. 6  Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. 7  And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. 8  And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me. 9  And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.”

REFLECTION
33:1  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD the maker thereof, the LORD that formed it, to establish it; the LORD is his name;

Like Paul at the end of his own life, 2 Timothy 2:9-10, the prophet is still confined, but the Word of God is not confined, nor restricted in it’s truth or power. Jeremiah must endure the suffering he faces in order that the Lord’s message might continue to flow through him to the people, rather than any personal “sorry for myself” message. 

Jeremiah is focused on his task before the Lord only, he does not consider his personal state as relevant, nor worthy of complaint, but seeks to give the people the Word of God, for he knows their days are limited upon the earth, for the enemy will soon break through the walls and kill most of those who have survived the famine and plagues. It is intriguing that the Lord delivers the prophet from the plague and famine in the prison; the most likely place to die first in a besieged city! Once again we are confronted with the deliverance of the Lord, and the reason behind Paul’s instruction to see all situations as the Lord’s provisions for us. Philippians 4:4, 11. Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING on page 9.

God introduces himself as “the maker (the doer)” of all things, once again reminding Jeremiah that he is not just in prison, but he is in the hands of the maker of all things, and the one who moves the universe, and so is secure and safe. He is in jail yes, but he is challenged to see that he is firstly in the will of the Lord for his life, and so the chains are irrelevant. In all situations we find ourselves, the best starting place to work out what they mean is to reflect upon the character of God. Refer again to the study in the BTB GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD on page 67.

We are built upon the rock and anything other than that will not stabilize us under real pressures. If we remember who God is and who we are, we are starting at the right place to work out the significance and meaning of any situation we find ourselves in, within the will of God. Exodus 3:14-15, 6:1-6, 15:1-2, Psalms 103:10-17. 

God formed the universe, and it is his laws that keep it working, and it is his plan that is being followed in it’s operation, and so it is wise to look to him in all times of trouble and seek his steps forward, not ever trust your own wisdom. Proverbs 3:1-10, Amos 5:4-8, 9:5-10. 

3  Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.

The command is that the people call out to the Lord and the Lord alone. These people were persisting in their idolatry; calling to Baal upon their roof tops and to the Lord in the Temple! Even at this late stage if they do the things commanded they can still be delivered, and some will be, by captivity. A few thousand will survive the catastrophe that is unfolding, and they will be the ones who repent and are delivered into captivity and a serious confrontation with spiritual truth through slavery. The offer of the Lord is far more than what eventuates for the people trapped in the city. Some will live, a pitiful few, but the promise there is that if they repent they will be totally delivered and by power that is amazing! They will see things that they cannot conceive of, if only they will turn to the Lord alone! 

The deliverance the false prophets speak of is now promised, but only if they turn to the Lord alone. How is it that Jeremiah prophesied doom before his arrest, in fact his messages have led to his arrest, and yet now, from the Lord he promises deliverance if they repent? How can this be true? It underlines a truth about the Lord that we can easily forget. It reminds us that the Lord is long suffering, and even when our fate is settled because of our persistent sin, that there is still hope for our deliverance freely and legitimately offered by the Lord. Right until the last moment God is gracious, even while judging through the Sin Unto Death (see above in earlier chapter) there is hope for deliverance. We see this even with Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5:8-11, when Peter gives the wife a chance to tell the truth and repent, but she persists in her lies. God’s grace is offered right until the end, even as the judgment unfolds. 2 Peter 3:9. 

Even though he is in the court of the jail, Jeremiah is able to have influence and speak to the elders and others who come there. Jeremiah practises the truth that many older Christians forget today; we are to serve until we die. If we are alive, then we are to look for what it is the Lord wishes us to do, and do it with all our might. We see this spirit also in Paul and Peter in their last imprisonment before their execution. 2 Timothy 4:2-8, 2 Peter 3:1-2, 11-18.    

4  For thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword; 5  They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city.

How preoccupied we are about our houses! Do we still not spend a great deal of time on doing up our houses, extending them, re-decorating them, buying and selling them, and yet they are left behind in the end when we leave this earth. It is not wrong to own houses, nor to do them up and repair them when they have problems or require it, but to lavish time, money and effort on our “stuff” and ignore what the Lord wants from us is great stupidity, and a great evil. 

The Lord gives us property to use for his work and when we forget that, we forget the “lease arrangement” that he has with us relating to all our “stuff” in this life. We hold all things loosely, at his discretion, and all things can be lost if they are not used in accordance with his will. Our life and our goods are his to give, and are his to take back. Read the parable of the talents again and stand before your God in the fear of the Lord! Matthew 25:13-33. If we are called to be sheep and we act like goats then we will be separated out like the goats are!

These people came into the city and built great houses, which they planned to enjoy for generations and yet they would lose them all to the fires that would burn the city to the ground, and their houses, that were filled with the happy sounds of family life would stink with the rotten carcasses of slaughtered people after the enemy break in. The Babylonians were angry at this city, for it had rebelled three times and most cities were destroyed after their second rebellion. This time there would be little mercy shown to the inhabitants. They had come to fight the enemy, and clearly they arrogantly spoke of their ability to fight and win against the greatest power on the earth, and so in their arrogance they will be cut down in the streets and in the houses. 

From the prophetic words here it would appear the fighting was house to house and the rooms were filled with the dead at the end. Ezekiel 39:23-24. The Lord takes personal responsibility for the slaughter in the city, and gives again the reason, expressed so many times by Jeremiah, they have been wicked in thought, word, and deed. Let us be fearful of wickedness ourselves and flee from sin! 1 Corinthians 6:18, 10:14, 1 Timothy 6:11, 2 Timothy 2:22, James 4:7.

6  Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. 7  And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first.

When the Lord says he will bring health and cure he makes it clear that they are presently unhealthy and in need of strong medicine. Jeremiah 30:12-17. The medicine is obedience to the Word of God, and the healing is the work of the Holy Spirit within their lives. This medicine will be applied, and they have the promise of God for this, but for the survivors who express repentance, their hospital will be Babylon. Numbers 6:22-27, Deuteronomy 32:39-43, Psalms 67:1-7, Isaiah 30:26, 58:8-11. 

When there is salvation and sanctification through confession and restoration of their spiritual walk, then and only then, will they know the peace of the Lord that passes all comprehension. Psalms 37:3-11, 85:4-13. Peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit and always present when the Spirit moves upon and within God’s people. Peace is “shalom” and as such means far more than the absence of warfare and threat; it means all that makes for prosperity and relaxation of inner spirit. Galatians 5:22-26, Titus 3:3-7, Hebrews 6:11-20. Verse seven underlines again that there are no “lost ten tribes”, for all would be found and restored in grace and mercy and with the mighty hand of God guiding and leading them back to the blessings of the land.

8  And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.

There is forgiveness in the plan of God, for he is grace, mercy and love towards us all. When we come to him we are forgiven and our sins are remembered no more. We are cleansed! Psalms 51:1-4, 65:1-3, Isaiah 44:22-23, 56:7-8, Micah 7:18-20, Hebrews 9:11-14. We are all under these promises still; for we all stand under the same blood shed to cover all our sins, for the blood of Jesus has covered all sins, both before and after the Cross. We are part of a plan that has come down from eternity past, and the provision of God for sin, salvation and our daily sanctification is perfect. Our only challenge is to take advantage of it and apply the truth into our lives. 1 John 1:7-10. Refer to the BTB doctrines CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS, and also CLEANSING.     

9  And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.

The glory of the Lord’s name is the objective of all aspects of the Plan of God. The Lord seeks man to honour and praise him and his plan. Psalms 126:1-6, Isaiah 62. This is not egotism on God’s part, it is right and proper to expect the glory to come to the one who made all things, and who brings all things to their right end. God requires from us what is right, and this is what puts the pressure on man. 

Will each man and woman face the truth and acknowledge their maker and Saviour, or will they treat themselves as if they are God? We will worship something during our sojourn upon this earth; the only question is what will the power be that we worship? Will we worship the true God or will we worship a “lesser god”; ourselves, or some other force, or power, or thing? Notice the reaction of the people who hear of the works of the Lord on behalf of his people. Some praise the Lord and some are in “fear and trembling”. Why do some fear when they hear of others being blessed? Exodus 15:12-19, Nehemiah 6:16, Psalms 40:3, Isaiah 60:5. The fear of the Lord can mean two things; it can be the beginning of wisdom, or it can be the recognition of the power of the Lord by those still determined to fight against him. Proverbs 1:7, 3:1-8. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. THE LORD WANTS OUR WORSHIP. It is legitimate for the Lord to request our worship and to expect our honour and respect, for he made all things and has saved us. To reject the Lord is to reject reason!

2. STABILITY COMES FROM RESTING UPON CERTAINTIES. The most certain thing we have to rest upon is the character and plan of God. He is the maker and the sustainer of all things, and he is the Saviour and Lord of all, so let us worship him and rest within his provisions for us. Let us express our confidence in deliverance from the tight spaces in which we can find ourselves, at times in our walk through this world.

3. GOD IS ONLY A PRAYER AWAY. At all times we can pray for deliverance and confidently expect it in accordance with his wonderful plan. There is no point in our life when we are away from the Lord’s deliverance, the only question is how he will deliver us as his children, and whether we will expect this or ignore him. Let us draw near to our Lord and our God, for he is our deliverer. 

4. WE ARE FORGIVEN. As we confess our sins, we receive forgiveness and restoration to fellowship in order that we might walk with him through this world. We may lose blessings, but we do not ever lose our relationship with the Lord as our father; he is either a loving but grieved father, or a loving and blessing father. Let us draw near and praise his holy name with holy lives and lips. 

JEREMIAH 33:10-16
10  Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabitant, and without beast, 11  The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD. 12  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. 13  In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD. 14  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 15  In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land. 16  In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness.”

REFLECTION
10  Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabitant, and without beast,

When all things are good and the land appears “normal” it is hard to even comprehend that an army can sweep through in hours and leave no building intact and nothing alive. The status quo of the land appeared to be so settled and prosperous. People wandered off into the fields each day, they harvested their crops, milked and sheered their sheep and goats, made their wine and Olive Oil, and did not remember the recent Babylonian invasions and their marginal deliverance both those times. 

They were wilfully ignorant of their fragile state, and ignoring the truth is a dangerously stupid thing when the enemy has spared you twice, and will not a third time. This is a repeat prophecy, and it reminds us that the Lord left the people without excuse, for he warned them again and again of their need to confront the truth.  How easy it is to be distracted by the normal things of life and miss the truth that is essential for our spiritual and even physical survival.

11  The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD. 12  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. 13  In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD.

The land that is presently used for general and intensive agriculture will become pasture for shepherds only for a time, and that meant even into the suburbs of the very cities themselves. The places that were cultivated for crops will lie fallow for over fifty years and the sheep and goats will graze them. Only the shepherds and vine dressers were left in the land by the Babylonians and that is only because they required through their governor, a tax in wine, oil and wool from the land through its time of desolation. That is the significance of the phrase, “him that telleth them”, which means, the person who has to give account for the flock to another. The very flocks were owned by the Babylonians and those left in the land were left there as caretakers for the enemy and were accountable to them for their reports. 2 Kings 25:22. 

14  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah.

The promise given in Jeremiah 23:5-6 is repeated here. Repetition is vital in the Lord’s work, because the Lord wants all people to hear the truth again and again. Isaiah 28:9-12. Modern communication theory lays emphasis upon presentation and delivery for impact. With busy people, it is argued, you have only one opportunity to get the message in through the clutter and information bombardment of daily life. The advertising industry, that drives communications study, has ensured that the clutter has increased through recent years, and today it is a battle to be heard. Even though we have more clutter with our information overload today, the biblical principle principles are to be applied. They are:

1. ECONOMY OF WORDS. The prophets did not use long words, nor long speeches.

2. CLARITY AND SIMPLICITY OF THE MESSAGE. They communicated simply and directly into their context, with shocking power at times. People may have hated them, but no-one misunderstood their message.

3. REPITITION OF THE THEME AND WARNINGS. The same message was given again and again in different places, and in slightly different ways, in order that no-one would be without excuse before God.

Once again we are reminded, there are no “lost ten tribes”, for all the people will be “found” and brought back to the land under Joshua and Zerubbabel, and later groups will come under Ezra and Nehemiah. The unified nation will be rebuilt by the descendent of David, Zerubbabel, but he will not take the kingship, for the “Times of The Gentiles” has dawned and the plan of God has moved on. 

The next king to sit on David’s throne will be the Messiah. Read the following passage in sequence and see how clearly this was set out both before and after the days of Jeremiah.  2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalms 2:6-9, Isaiah 7:14-16, 9:6-7, 32:1-2, 61:1-3, 66:1-2, Ezekiel 34:23-28, Daniel 2:44-45, 7:13-14, 9:22-27, Amos 9:11, Micah 5:2, Zephaniah 3:14-17, Haggai 2:6-9, Zechariah 9:9-10, Malachi3:1-3, 4:2-3. 

Do you not marvel when you read these verses as you see the plan of God written clearly hundreds of years before the coming of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. Luke 1:67-80, 2:8-14, 10:21-24, Acts 13:26-41, Hebrews 11:1-6, 1 Peter 1:8-12. There are so many verses here that it will have slowed your reading down, but that is my purpose. We must slow down and reflect upon the perfect fulfilment of the promises of God relating to the Lord’s first advent, for only then will we see that the promises of God relating to the Second Advent will be fulfilled in exactly the same manner as the first; literally and completely. For those awaiting his coming through the dark days of the Great Tribulation period these verses are to be your comfort and your strength.

15  In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land. 16  In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness.

The one who is the “Branch” will grow up to righteousness in the land and bring the promised blessings to all who will take shelter around him. Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies below on CHRIST – BRANCH, and also in the same section, CHRIST – ROCK, and also CHRIST – “RIGHT TIME” FOR THE LORD’S FIRST ADVENT. As we read these things and realise the perfection of the plan of God relating to our salvation and the payment for our sins, we can be grounded in the truth of God’s provision in al things. We can rest in his plan and his purposes, knowing that the Lord’s plan will work out in full. Our task as believers through the ages remains the same; we are to faithfully fulfil the role the Lord has for us. 

When will there be “righteousness and judgment” upon the earth? When the Lord reigns as king in Jerusalem these things will come to pass. Do not look for it at any earlier time. John 5:22-29. Until that time we are to proclaim the policy of the King in his absence, that all the peoples of the earth might know the truth and respond to him before he comes in judgment. We are not to be surprised when we are hated, but to speak the truth anyway. John 15:18-27. 

There will be salvation for the Jewish people in that day. Paul picks this theme up strongly in Romans 11:25-29, and proclaims this truth with hope and anticipation. He rejoiced in advance for the revival that is yet still to occur, but most surely will. Deuteronomy 33:26-29, Isaiah 45:17-25, Ezekiel 34:25-28. 

We all need a daily reminder of the glory of the Lord’s plan and the certainties of the fulfilment of the plan. We all need to glory in the Lord in the midst of our troubles, so that we may appreciate the reality of faith in our personal situation. 1 Corinthians 1:30-31, 2 Corinthians 5:18-21, Philippians 3:8-12. We need, like Paul, to be “captured” by the grace, mercy and love of God for us that is in his plan for this world. When we are truly “captured” by the glory of the plan of God we will not be captured by our fears as we face testing times. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. LET US NOT SEE BY PHYSICAL SIGHT ALONE, BUT BY FAITH. The plan of God calls for many things to occur, all for God’s glory, but often baffling to us, caught in their midst. Let us orient ourselves to the plan as the scriptures reveal it and as the Holy Spirit guides us through each day. Let us be Spirit led in difficult times and then we can rejoice on the road well before the plan is fulfilled.

2. DISTRACTION REMAINS THE ENEMY’S MAIN TOOL TO DECEIVE MANKIND. Today the details of daily life and information overload distracts mankind daily from the realities of spiritual life. We are called to remember and reflect upon the realities of spiritual warfare in this intensified stage of the Angelic Conflict and go through each day fully armed and protected by the Armour of the Spirit and the inner power f the Spirit.

3. COMMUNICATORS MUST COMMUNICATE SIMPLY AND CLEARLY. The prophets were straight and clear in their speech; so must we be. No-one walking away from us should be in any doubt about the truth they have heard.

4. THE KING IS COMING. The Lord Jesus Christ will rule over this earth in glory. We have his holy Word upon it, and from history we know that in exactly the same way as he came the first time, literally, he will come the second time, as he himself and angels promised.

JEREMIAH 33:17-26
17. For thus saith the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel; 18  Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice continually. 19  And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying, 20  Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season; 21  Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers. 22  As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me. 23  Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 24  Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen, he hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before them. 25  Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; 26  Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them.”

REFLECTION
17  For thus saith the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel; 18  Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice continually.

Messiah will be “cut off” as Daniel identifies in Daniel 9:26, but the kingship shall not be cut off from the house of David. He will not rule as king over Jerusalem in the days of his first advent because the people reject his rule, but he still rules, it is just from heaven until his return to take the throne of Jerusalem. 2 Samuel 7:12-16, 1 Chronicles 17:7-15. Refer below to the BTB doctrine FOOTSTOOL, which studies the victory of the Lord as king, making his enemies, “the footstool of his feet”. Psalms 89:26-45. 

The promise of survival is also given to the Levites and other priestly families. They had been a centre of rebellion against the Lord’s prophet and rejection of the Lord’s words through him, but even though many of them will be judged and die the Sin Unto Death as Jerusalem falls, they will as a family survive and their descendents will serve in the rebuilt Temple. They will also serve through the Millennial Kingdom and glorify the Lord their God who delivered them from death and destruction. 

It is a miracle of preservation that the priestly families have survived with all of Satan’s energy focused on their elimination. The most recent attempt to wipe out the Jews, and the priestly line especially was under Hitler in the 1940s when he killed 6,000,000 but still all the families of the priest survive and we meet the surname Cohen and Levy in all cities where Jews dwell. There will be a Millennial Temple and these families will serve there, as their ancestors served under Aaron. Isaiah 56:7, 61:6-7, Ezekiel 43:18ff, 44:9-12, 45:4-6. See BTB study of ANTISEMITISM

19  And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying, 20  Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season;

If man can change the order of the Sun and the Moon and alter the natural rhythms of the planets then he can alter the promises of God. If man cannot alter the planets, then we ought all to bow before the maker of them and recognize that what he promises to perform will be performed. The seasons and the planets all obey the deep laws of this universe as they were placed within it by the Lord at the very beginning. The plan is settled and the outcome sure.

We have this announced in scripture, all we do not know is the timetable with actual dates of the fulfilment events. We know the events and can deduce their order, but we do not know at this point when the next phase will begin, but we do know it will.  For those living in the next age, the Great Tribulation period, there are very specific time frames given and they will be able to date the Lord’s return to the day and so express their faith dynamically in the darkest times in the history of mankind. We can look at the planets and the Sun and know that, as they stand in their place, so do we, and that as they fulfil the purposes of God, so will all creation. We can know as we look up to the heavens that the Lord is God of all, and that we are part of something that has been unfolding here since the very beginning, the creation of space and time itself.

21  Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers. 22  As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me.

If the creation stops obeying the laws of God, only then can you be sure the promises to David will also be broken. This is the strongest possible way of saying that the Davidic Covenant will be upheld, and all mankind can be sure that David’s descendent, the Messiah will rule with David as his co-regent. The promise also applies to the Levitical priesthood. Even though they had become corrupt and failed to uphold their traditions and their allegiance to the Lord their God, they were still part of the promise to David and they would serve him and his God in the Lord’s new Temple. Refer to the BTB for the topical study below on COVENANTS – DAVIDIC COVENANT. There will be the certainty of the rulership of David and also the service of the Levites, but there will be also great numerical blessing with millions of descendents of David and the Levites to serve the Lord in his Temple throughout the Millennial Kingdom. Isaiah 66:15ff, Ezekiel 44:15ff. 

23  Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 24  Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen, he hath even cast them off? Thus they have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before them.

Many of the nations around about Israel had learned their holy book and knew the promises of God towards them, and they mocked them as they saw the people judged by God. They mocked the people, but they also mocked the Lord God, as if he was incapable of fulfilling his promises to his people. We are warned that this is Satan’s strategy towards believers throughout history and that as the days draw closer to the end, then they will increase in their abuse of the name of the Lord God. 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 2 Peter 3:1-12, Jude 17-25. There were serious mockers in the days of the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and the Lord silenced them all, in response to the prayers of his people, just as he did later in the days of Esther when Haman tried to kill all the Jews. Nehemiah 4:1-9, Esther 3:5-9, 7:9-10, 8:15-17.

There will always be those who hate the truth and mock those who speak it and the one from whom it comes. We are neither to be disturbed, nor distressed by such evil, for we cannot do anything about these evil men, except to pray for protection from their malice. The Angelic Conflict is intense at our stage of history and these things will increase in our days. Let us ensure that we put our armour on each day and walk in the Holy Spirit’s power and guidance and then we are safe in all the places the Lord calls us to minister within. We have the Lord’s words upon his plan; he does not cast away his people. Psalms 94:14, 71:12-16, 83:1-4, 17-19, 123:1-4. See BTB study of CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SOLDIER

25  Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; 26  Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them

As far as God is concerned their destiny is absolutely settled and secure. The saved members of the family of Abraham will be rulers and leaders in his kingdom until time ends and eternity begins. Just as their eternal destiny is secure, just so their present and near future destiny is sure with the Lord, for they will be restored to their land and they will be blessed again there. The Lord their God, who has judged them, will have mercy upon them. Refer to the BTB doctrines below, HOPE, MERCY and REFRESHMENT.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. GOD SHOWS MERCY TO ALL WHO ASK FOR IT. God’s holy character stands secure and it is upon his stability that we can be stable in our daily lives.

2. WE ARE AS SECURE IN OUR PLACE IN THE PLAN OF GOD AS THE SUN, MOON AND STARS ARE IN THE HEAVENS. Eternal and temporal security is ours in Christ Jesus.

3. THE JEWISH PEOPLE WILL SURVIVE ALL ATTEMPTS TO KILL THEM. Anti-Semitism is a great and persistent evil from Satan’s planning table and it is to be expected and resisted by all thinking people. All attempts to destroy the Jews will be destroyed by God himself. Nations that attack Israel will be judged directly by God in all ways that the Five Cycles of Discipline outline Israel will be disciplined.

4. DAVID WILL RULE AS THE LORD’S CO-REGENT UPON THE EARTH. Let us praise the Lord our God for his amazing plan that will see David on his throne again as the Lord’s co-regent over all the earth. Praise him!

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

CLEANSING

1. There are two concepts of cleansing in the scriptures.

a) Of a sinner from the guilt of sin by the blood or hyssop viewpoint - this is salvation cleansing.

b) Of a believer from the defilement of sin by the water viewpoint.

2. Under grace, the sinner is cleansed by blood when he believes (Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 1:3; 9:12; 10:14).

3. Both types of blood cleansing and water cleansing are given in (John 13:10) and (Ephesians 5:25,26).

4. Once you have been cleansed by the blood you need repeated washing of the water for daily fellowship with God using (1 John 1:9). The concept is also given by the use of the brazen laver in the Tabernacle by the Levitical priests.

CHRIST - BRANCH: A PICTURE OF CHRIST

1. Christ is known as the branch in four ways, which corresponds to the four gospels.

a) MATTHEW is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the King of Israel. Jesus is called the BRANCH OF DAVID (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah. 23;5; Jeremiah. 33:15) and as such is shown as the coming King of Israel which will be fulfilled in the Millennium

b) MARK is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant. Jesus is called MY SERVANT THE BRANCH (Zechariah. 3:8) which he fulfilled during the incarnation at the first advent. (Isaiah 53)

c) LUKE is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man. Jesus is called THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH (Zechariah 6:12) specifically referring to His reign on the earth during the Millennium.

d) JOHN is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as God. Jesus is called THE BRANCH OF THE LORD (Isaiah 4:2) and refers to Jesus as God with us-Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

2. THE FALSE BRANCH -At Christmas it is common practice in Europe to kiss under the mistletoe as a form of reconciliation. The mistletoe is a parasite which is called a branch and is a false parody on the reconciliation provided by the true BRANCH.

CHRIST – ROCK –CHRIST AS THE ROCK

1. Christ is the rock of salvation. (Exodus 17:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:4)

2. Christ is the rock of judgment. (Isaiah 8:1 4, 1 Peter 2:8)

3. Christ is the rock of provision. (Isaiah 26:3, 4) Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee because be trusteth thee. Trust ye in the Lord forever for in the Lord is the rock of ages.

4. Christ is the foundation rock. (Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22)

5. Christ is the foundation rock of the Church. (Matthew 16:16, 18, 1 Corinthians 3:11, Ephesians 2:20-22)

6. Christ is the destroying rock of the second advent. (Daniel 2:35)

CHRIST - "RIGHT TIME" FOR THE LORDS FIRST ADVENT

Only during the years of the first century was it the right time for the Lord to come as everything that was needful for his first ministry was in existence for these years and disappeared shortly afterwards.

1. The time of the early Caesars in the Roman Empire was a very stable time for the Empire, and this meant that military threats were minimal, although Satan tried to disrupt things later, with the Jewish rebellion 69 - 71AD. The strength and confidence of the Caesars meant that they would decree a census and this would be used by God for the Lord to be born in Bethlehem.

2. The best language for the communication the world has seen was in existence widely throughout the Empire and beyond it. this was the Koine Greek developed by Alexander the Great 300 years before and known and used as the language of commerce from Britain through to India.

3. Under the Persian Empire and then Alexander the Great the Jews had been a privileged people who had been given roles and responsibilities throughout both empires. This meant that there were colonies of Jews and their synagogues throughout the Roman and old Persian Empires as places where the gospel could be preached.

4. With the regular return of the Jews to the Temple in Jerusalem there was an open door for the gospel to spread quickly through visitors to the Temple. An early example of this is the Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26ff.

5. The completion of the Temple at Jerusalem was an important factor, as it was only complete and used in its final form at the time of the Lord's ministry, although work continued on it in minor areas until four years before its destruction in 70 AD.    

6. Jerusalem was, with its temple a place known throughout the Roman world as a place for the worship of the one true God and many "god fearers" from amongst the Greeks and Romans travelled to the temple through the years AD 1-65 AD.    They were there at the right time to hear about the saviour who came.

7. Trade routes were open throughout the first century in a way that was not so until our own day this century. Travel was possible throughout the known world, and this opened up all countries for the gospel message,  eg, we know that both India and China had churches established before the end of the second century and possibly earlier.

8. Roman justice was established and it was the system within which the Messiah was to die, and at no other time would the death on the cross have been possible.

9. The records of the Temple to prove the Lord's parentage and his right to the throne of David were available during this period; after 70AD these records were destroyed.    

10. The Jewish nation still existed in name at least in the first century and the people were looking for their Messiah. The City of David existed and it would be there for only forty years after the Lord's execution.   

The Lord's advent was the appearance of the mighty God in the form of a man, so that all human beings might see the creator in a way they could understand. In the person, work and words of the Lord Jesus Christ God has made his plan and purpose and provision for salvation clear for all to see. It is this clear message that we have as God's servants to proclaim to all who will hear.
FOOTSTOOL

1. General scripture: (Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 1)

2. The footstool was set up so that the enemy of the conquering Roman general passed under it in complete submission.

3. Israel under the dispersion no longer represents Christ on this earth.

4. Israel is replaced by the Church, the Body of Christ (Acts 2:47;  1Corinthians 12:12-14;  Ephesians 1:22,23; 2:16; 4:4,5; 5:23,24, 30-32;  Colossians 1:18,24; 2:19).

5. The Body of Christ is being completed by entering every believer of the Church into union with Christ (Hebrews 2:10; Romans 11:25).

6. When the Body is completed, the Rapture of the Church occurs (1Thessalonians 4:13-18).

7. Then the Body becomes the Bride and is prepared for accompanying Christ to the judgment at the Second Advent by:-

a) the Bride receiving a resurrection body like Christ's (1Corinthians 15:51-57; Philippians 3:21; 1John 3:1,2).

b) The Bride's sinful nature being removed (Philippians 3:21).

c) The Bride cleansed from human good (1Corinthians 3:12-15).

8. The bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent (1Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 19:6-8).

9. Then follows the Footstool:

a) Satan imprisoned (Revelation 20:1-3)

b) Demons removed from the earth (Zechariah 13:2; 1Corinthians 15:24,25; Colossians 2:15).

10. The removal of the demons changes the environment of the earth and causes perfect conditions during the Millennium.

a) Religion removed (1Corinthians 10:20,21).

b) False doctrine removed (1Timothy 4:1).

c) Perfect environment restored.

11. The final footstool is at the Last Judgement when all the unbelievers are judged and cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

ANTI-SEMITISM

1. God's promise to Abraham - whoever blesses the Jews, God will bless; whoever curses the Jews, God will curse (Genesis 12:1-3).

2. History shows a correlation between the rise and fall of Empires and their treatment of the Jews.

a) Anti-Semitic - Spanish Empire 16th century, Russian Empire 19th - 20th century, Nazi Germany 20th Century.

b) Pro-Semitic - Britain in 19th century, United States of America in 20th.

3. The concept of Israel

a) Racial Jew - one who is descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

b) Religious Jew - one who practices Judaism.

c) Regenerate Jew - born again, now part of the body of Christ (Romans 9:6-8)

COVENANT:  DAVIDIC COVENANT

1. Israel will have a king forever  2 Samuel 7:8-17.

a) A descendant of  David in the Davidic line (v 12)

b) He will have a kingdom to rule over. (v 12)

c) God will provide a throne. (v 13)

d) The throne will be forever. (vs 13,16)

e) The Davidic Covenant is restated in (v 16)

2. The covenant has one condition - disobedience will be rewarded with discipline but will not cause the cancellation of the covenant. (2 Samuel 7:15; Psalm 89:20-37)

3. Discipline came with the division of the kingdom under Rehoboam. (1 Kings 12:16-20)

4. Discipline continued with the captivity of Samaria in 721 BC and Judah in 586 BC.

5. Since then the only King of David crowned in Jerusalem has been crowned with a crown of thorns. (Matthew 27:29).

6. The Davidic Covenant was confirmed to Mary. (Luke 1:31-33; Acts 2:29-31).

7. The Davidic Covenant will be fulfilled at the Second Advent of Christ when He will commence His everlasting rule with the 1,000 year reign of the Millennium. ((Luke 1:32, Acts 2:29-30, Revelation 20:4-6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SOLDIER:  CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS 6

1.  General Scripture Ephesians 6:11-17. 

This passage relates to the armour which the Roman soldier wore and analogises its use into the spiritual realm.

2.  USE OF THE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:11 

"Put on the whole armour of God. "  Ephesians 6:11a.  We are instructed to "put on" (ENDUO Gk) - this means "to clothe" - it is a command by God to the Christian soldier.  We are to "clothe ourselves" or to "dress ourselves".  "Whole armour" (PANOPLIA Gk) - the complete armour "of God" (THEOS Gk) true source of the armour is God.

The whole armour of God is given in Ephesians 6:14-17. It comprises:-

a) The Belt of Truth Ephesians 6:14a

b) Breastplate of Righteousness Ephesians 6:14b

c) Boots Ephesians 6:15

d) Shield Ephesians 6:16

e) Helmet of Salvation Ephesians 6:17a

f) Sword of the Spirit Ephesians 6:17b

PRINCIPLES:

i) The Roman soldier wore all his armour for his own safety and protection.

ii) When the Roman soldier was highly disciplined he ruled the world.

iii) When the Roman soldier became degenerate the Empire declined and fell.

iv) The Roman soldier was in the army 7 days a week.

3.  SPIRITUAL ANALOGY

a) As Christian soldiers we wear our armour for our own safety and protection.

b) When we are highly disciplined in the Christian life we are very effective in our warfare.

c) If we become degenerate or apostate our Christian witness and effectiveness declines and we become casualties in the spiritual warfare.

d) The Christian soldier is in the battle 7 days a week. A part time soldier never amounts to an effective soldier.

“That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."  Ephesians 6:11 b. 

"to stand" (histemi (Gk) - to hold your ground.  We are in a spiritual warfare and the purpose of the armour is to hold our ground against the foe.  "the wiles (methodeia dia Gk) - tactics, cunning or fraud"  "of the devil” (diabolos Gk).

We therefore have the whole armour of God to enable us to stand firm against the devil's tactics.

PRINCIPLE: By learning the tactics likely to be employed by your opponent the Christian soldier is able to go on the offensive using the sword of the Spirit - the Word of God. (verse l7).

4.  THE ENEMY (Ephesians 6:12)

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 

of this world against spiritual wickedness in high places. "

"Wrestle" - "the wrestling" (he pale estin Gk) hand to hand combat not wrestling as a sport.  "not against flesh and blood" 

– not against other members of the human race, but against:-

a) PRINCIPALITIES (arche Gk) Ruling demons.

b) POWERS (exousia Gk) - Demons with authority, officers in the demon army.

c) RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD (kosmokrator Gk) - world rulers, demons close to the seats of government such as the demons of (Daniel 10:13, 20).

d) SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES (pneu matikos poneria Gk) - the demon army.

Quite clearly our fight is against a spiritual foe.  From Hebrews 2:7 we know that as human beings we are inferior to angels.  Therefore in order to have success against superior forces we must have God's armour.

5.  BE PREPARED (Ephesians 6:13)

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, 

to stand. "

Since the resurrection ascension and session of Jesus Christ the attack of Satan has moved from the line of Christ to the 

individual believer. Our dependence on the whole armour is imperative yet many believers reject part or all of the armour. 

There are many casualties as a consequence.

We are again exhorted to put on the whole armour of God.

6.  THE BELT OF TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14a, Isaiah 11:5)

"Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth.”

The Roman belt was a wide girdle of leather worn around the waist from which hung the scabbard for the sword and loops for rations and equipment. The leather belt was supported by a cross shoulder strap studded with metal plates with thick leather strips hanging down to protect the lower body. The belt therefore was the basic armour on which the defence of the soldier was based.

PRINCIPLE: Our basic defence is the truth contained within the Word of God. The sword of the Spirit hangs securely to the believer by means of the promises contained within it. The greater our trust in the truth of God the greater our protection against the enemy.

7.  THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14b, Isaiah 59:17)

"and having on the breastplate of righteousness."

The breastplate (thorax Gk) was usually made of leather overlaid with metal strips. Shaped like a sleeveless coat it was in the higher ranks often covered with gold or silver. The belt held the breastplate firmly in place its primary function being to protect every vital area of the soldiers body.

PRINCIPLE: The righteousness of Christ protects us. We stand in his righteousness alone. He gave us his righteousness at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Our continued protection through his righteousness is through the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) (See topic Holy Spirit: Filling of the Spirit).

8.  THE BOOTS (Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 52:7)

"And your feet shod, with the preparation of the gospel of peace".

The boots (caligae Gk) were made of hobnail studded leather soles 15mm (1/2") thick secured with a leather tie over the instep and round the ankles. Good footwear is essential for the soldier with infantry still being essential even in these days of sophisticated armaments.

PRINCIPLE: In spiritual terms the feet are often analogised to service. The feet take one towards the enemy. The gospel of peace is a direct attack on the enemy. Peace in this context talks of reconciliation between God and man. (Romans 1:1 4-16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

9.  THE SHIELD OF FAITH (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4)

"Above all taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of' the wicked."

The Roman shield (thureos Gk) was shaped like a door being made of glued planks wrapped in canvas or calf skin, the top and bottom edges being protected by iron. The shield was the most active of the defensive armour carried by the Roman soldier. Loss of shield often meant death to the soldier.

PRINCIPLE: The Christian soldier's shield is walking actively in the promises and principles set out in the Word of God. If we do not use our faith we can become spiritual casualties. Using the shield of faith we can claim -the 7,000 promises for the Christian walk including Isaiah 41:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4.

10.  THE HELMET OF SALVATION (Ephesians 6:17a; Isaiah 59:17)

"And take the Helmet of salvation.”

With the exception of the standard bearer who wore a wolf's head, every Roman soldier wore a metal helmet (perik Gk) 

usually of bronze over an iron skull cap. This protected the most important part of the soldier - his head.

PRINCIPLE: Before a person can be a soldier for Christ, he has to be born again. He has to wear the helmet of salvation. One of the wiles of the devil is to make the believer feel that he has lost his salvation.  If a believer loses his assurance of salvation he takes his helmet of salvation off and is totally vulnerable to the attack of the foe.

11.  THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (Ephesians 6:17b)

"and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.

The sword referred to is the machaira or Roman short sword. The sword represents the basic offensive weapon for close 

combat. It was only effective when out of its sheath.

PRINCIPLE: The sword in its sheath is potentially devastating but it is only effective when it is used to combat and defeat the enemy. We must therefore conquer using principles, promises and doctrines from the Word of God.

HOPE

1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13 )

MERCY 

1. The Hebrew and Greek words for mercy carry the meanings of, gentleness, tenderness, and compassion towards others. 

2. It is not a passive concern but an active one that works out to help the one in need of love and concern.  

3. God is merciful towards us all. Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:15, Isaiah 13:18, Jeremiah 6:23, 21:7, cf 1 Kings 8:50, Jeremiah 3:13, 42:12

4. God is rich in mercy towards us. Ephesians 2:4, James 5:11, 1 Timothy 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:2, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3.

5. People appealed to the Lord on the basis of his mercy towards the weak and needy. Matthew 9:27, 15:22, 17:15, 20:30, Mark 10:47, 48, Luke 17:13, 18:38, 39.

6. The good Samaritan's acts were praised by the Lord as acts of mercy. Luke 10:37

7. When the rich man appealed to Abraham in the story of Dives, he appealed on the basis of mercy Luke 16:24.

8. As we are recipients of mercy so we must be merciful to others. Zechariah 7:9, 10, Luke 1:50.

9. Grace gives us that (blessing) which we don't deserve; mercy withholds that (judgment) which we do deserve.

REFRESHMENT

1. We are called to be a refreshment to others; a source of blessing and rejoicing in the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 1:12-14, Philippians 1:26, 1 Thessalonians 2:19.

2. David was a  source of refreshment with his ministry of music to King Saul. 1 Samuel 16:23.

3. The Word of God is a source of refreshment, and the teacher of the Word is to see their work as that of a refresher of the souls of the Lord’s people. Proverbs 25:13.

4. When people reject God’s refreshment through his Word they become depressed and open the door to discipline and distress. Isaiah 28:8-14.

5. When we respond to God’s Word we receive refreshment from the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:32, 2 Corinthians 7:13.

6. We have a ministry of refreshment to others as mature believers. 1 Corinthians 16:17-18, Philemon 7, 20, 2 Timothy 1:16-18.

CHAPTER 34

JEREMIAH 34:1-8

1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his dominion, and all the people, fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire: 3  And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon. 4  Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of thee, Thou shalt not die by the sword: 5  But thou shalt die in peace: and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were before thee, so shall they burn odours for thee; and they will lament thee, saying, Ah lord! for I have pronounced the word, saith the LORD. 6  Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, 7  When the king of Babylon's army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, and against Azekah: for these defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah.”

REFLECTION
1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his dominion, and all the people, fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire:

It is the first period of the last siege of Jerusalem before it’s destruction. The foolish and arrogant king Zedekiah and his princes are convinced that they will once again escape from the consequences of their actions. They are obviously depending upon other nations to assist them, but the great king Nebuchadnezzar has arrived in their land with all his army and the armies of all his other vassal states and they have besieged every fortified city, and they have depopulated the countryside, and stolen all the animals, and available food for themselves. 

The siege is one year old and the city is still holding, with supplies of food starting to show signs of running out, but there is enough confidence in the city for there to be no talk openly of any surrender this time. The Lord directs Jeremiah to repeat the warning of total destruction to the king and demand his response to God by such a direct message. This man will not heed the warnings, but the Lord still urges the prophet to continue speaking. It must be before the imprisonment of Jeremiah in the last chapters, as he is free at this point to go and see the king. 

3  And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon.

There is no hope for this king or for any of his family. The king is told directly that he will see the king and speak with him face to face. At this point he is not told that all his children will be killed in front of his face, and that this is the last sight he will see, for he will have his eyes put out! He is told that the thing he has done is fruitless and that he will suffer and die in captivity, a warning to all other “kings” that the Babylonians will treat them with no mercy if they rebel. 

Before we get sorry for this man or his children, we need to remember that they have all mocked the Lord, his prophet, and their rightful oath to the King of Babylon. To break an oath, sworn in the name of the Lord was to break your word to God and as such was punishable by death. He has in arrogance chosen a path and that is the path he now must walk. Only thorough repentance will save his children, although all would be in captivity, but he will not secure his family and so they cease to exist in the nation of Israel for their great evil. 2 Kings 25:1ff, 2 Chronicles 36:12ff, Ezekiel 12:8-16, 17:15-18, 21:25-27.

4  Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of thee, Thou shalt not die by the sword: 5  But thou shalt die in peace: and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were before thee, so shall they burn odours for thee; and they will lament thee, saying, Ah lord! for I have pronounced the word, saith the LORD.

It is amazing that this king would be allowed to live, given his treachery and rebellious behaviours. He will live in abject suffering, knowing the horror of the death of all his family, and that he is totally alone, yet he will learn from this terror and apparently be saved. He will die in peace, not in torment. Ezekiel 17:15-21. He will come to terms with the truth that he rebelled, not just against Nebuchadnezzar, but against God, to whom he made his oath.  

We are not told anywhere else in scripture of the death and rituals surrounding the burial of this king, but what is here is enough. He will be treated as a king in his burial and there will be those who come and make proper funeral arrangements for him and burn incense and say prayers. He will be mourned as their last king. He is judged but he is dealt with in mercy and it would appear from the prophet’s words he finds salvation. Ezekiel 18:19-24.

6  Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, 7  When the king of Babylon's army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, and against Azekah: for these defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah.

Jeremiah speaks faithfully the truth to this foolish king, not holding anything back. Jeremiah is called to speak the truth without any reference to what the people involved want to hear, and he is faithful to the Lord in this. Jeremiah 1:8, 17-19, Ezekiel 2:3-8. All of us who are called to be prophets, preachers and teachers of the Word of God are tasked with this demand. We are to be obedient unto death. The enemy have besieged the cities of Judah and only two, besides Jerusalem, still stand out against them; Lachish and Azekah. Both have been excavated and the fierceness of their sieges is seen in the ruins of both. Their defenders probably all died. There were few survivors from the land from this invasion.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. WHEN YOU VIOLATE YOUR OATH TO THE LORD YOU WILL BE JUDGED. We must beware of our promises to the Lord. Marriage vows in this area count before God and a believer who walks away from their spouse for any other reason than adultery is judged by the Lord. 

2. GOD’S PLAN WILL BE FUFILLED. Get on the right side of history believer, or be prepared to be judged and disciplined. The Lord is moving and calls us all to stand for truth at this time. 

JEREMIAH 34 : 8-12
8  This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them; 9  That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free; that none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother. 10  Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard that every one should let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none should serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go. 11  But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids. 12  Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,”

REFLECTION
8  This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them; 9  That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free; that none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother.

As part of ensuring all people will fight for their city it was a prudent move to set the slaves free, and thus give them something to fight for. It was wise to do this, but the resistance that the king and nobles had to their own policy is interesting. They clearly found it hard to do without their servants and slaves. Even though the city’s situation was severe, they still wanted to be served and dealt with as princes and kings. Such stupidity indicates the baseness of their natures, and their lack of moral fighting fibre. If they couldn’t do without a slave and all work together for the defence of the city, what hope did they have of holding it? 

The Lord had provided slavery as a means of indebted people paying off their debts by service, and they and their families being kept through that process. Slavery was not meant to be harsh or brutal, indeed penalties were provided to ensure that slaves were treated fairly.  Under the Mosaic Law slavery of Hebrews was in effect to be social welfare.
Many people then, as now are hopeless with money and need to be looked after by others who take oversight over their affairs. In the ancient world of Israel, this was by means of indentured service as a slave. This ensured that the slave and their family were kept alive, housed, fed and clothed, and that the person to whom they owed money was repaid what they were owed in and through the service of the slave and their family. Slavery was not permanent, but continued until the debt was paid, or for a maximum of seven years, whatever came first, or when the year of Jubilee came when all Hebrew slaves were to be freed. Exodus 21:2-11, Leviticus 25:39-44, Deuteronomy 15:12-18.

10  Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard that every one should let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none should serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go. 11  But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids. 12  Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

The king made this covenant to God that all would be freed, and so when he proclaimed this solemn promise to the nation in the city, all those who had slaves immediately obeyed the order and freed them. Now the normal thing at such a time would be for the slaves to negotiate their own service then as paid servants, for there was little opportunity to earn a living in a city under siege. Able bodied men would immediately offer themselves for military service. This was the expected outcome, but because of the arrogance and harshness of the masters and mistresses within the city few slaves were ready to serve as servants and when the opportunity came the nobles reneged on their promise to follow their oath and re-enslaved their old slaves. It was a terrible thing to break your word to God and break the Mosaic Law of God and enslave a brother when you have no right to.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE PROMISES OF GOD ARE AS SURE AND CERTAIN AS THE COMMANDS OF GOD. We are to be obedient to the words of the Lord and take his commands seriously. The serious nature of the breaking of the Mosaic Law for Israel is underlined here, for they are under judgment if they fail to keep it, and the enemy are at the gates as they do these things. They show they have no fear of God, yet they face certain judgment for this evil.

2. THE POOR ARE TO BE PROTECTED.  God’s hand is over the weak and we are to care for them, even if they have been foolish. People lose money for all sorts of reasons and they are to be protected by the Lord’s people, not abused by them. Refer below to the BTB doctrinal study on POVERTY.

JEREMIAH 34:13-22
13  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying, 14  At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew which hath been sold unto thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined their ear. 15  And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is called by my name: 16  But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, whom he had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids. 17  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. 18  And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof, 19  The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf; 20  I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth. 21  And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which are gone up from you. 22  Behold, I will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this city; and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an inhabitant.”

REFLECTION
13  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying, 14  At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew which hath been sold unto thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined their ear.

The Lord reminds them that the Mosaic Law has the rules regarding voluntary slavery, and that these rules apply to them all and must be followed. This is not a new problem of refusal to set slaves free, but had been going on for years and they would all be judged for this evil. Putting money ahead of obedience is a dangerous thing, especially with the enemy at their gates because of their disobedience already! These people have no brains at all!

15  And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is called by my name: 16  But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, whom he had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids.

The Lord’s sense of justice is absolute and his manner of punishing is direct and appropriate to those who refuse to set their fellow Israelites free and do their own work during this siege. They will all pay fully for their evil. Their evil is three fold; they have broken the law, they have failed to keep their oath taken before God in the Temple, and then they have permanently enslaved their brethren. Zechariah 7:8-12. To promise the Lord to perform their oath and then go against it was to “pollute” the Lord’s name in the eyes of all the people, for it meant that the name of God was of no account and oaths to God could be broken. The entire rebellion was built upon this, as they had gone against the Lord in their rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar, to whom they had sworn loyalty in God’s name. 

17  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.

They had not given liberty to their Hebrews slaves, but turned back from their promise, and so as they had meted out to their brethren, so it would be meted out to them. There would be liberty alright, there would be liberty for disease and death from all sources. They had mocked the Lord by their false words in the Temple and they would pay for the rest of their lives and end them in discipline. They would be removed from the place of blessing that they had and would be taken into all the kingdoms controlled by the Babylonians. They had not been prepared to be servants themselves, so they would all become slaves to the Babylonians and their allies.

18  And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof, 19  The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf;

We see here exactly the form of the sacrifice that was offered and the action of the people, just as it had been done as part of the Abrahamic Covenant a thousand years before this time. Genesis 15:7-16. The sign of the Abrahamic Covenant was the sign they used to commit to setting their slaves free. This was a promise of the land from God and it’s significance is clear when they see the enemy outside their gates, and the purpose was clear; to try to re-claim the Abrahamic Covenant and claim that the Lord cannot give the land to the enemy, for he had promised it to them. They were right, but their disobedience has separated them from blessing and they will leave this land and it will not be theirs for many years. They have not shared Abraham’s faith and so they will not share his blessing or protection. 

There are people today, as at all times who practise what I have called “Lucky Rabbit’s Foot Religion”. This is the religious activity that practises rituals that the people believe are “good luck”. That is what these people have done here; they have done what Abraham did, hoping for the blessing of Abraham, but they lack the faith or Holy Spirit filled character of Abraham. Whatever we do, it must be actions that come from our spirit within, not slavish copying of others, for all “copy cat” religion simply shows hypocrisy, and this God hates above all things, for it leads to all evils.

Notice in verse eighteen that there are two sins mentioned; of commission and omission. There are two sides of both obedience and disobedience; these are, required actions and forbidden actions. It is equal disobedience to fail to perform an action that you have promised, to doing an action that you know is wrong. These people have failed both ways, and their reason is the same one that caused Satan to fall. They are filled with self centeredness and pride. They believe they are “entitled” to slaves and the ease that goes with having people whose lives involve caring for them. 

They are not prepared for any hardships at all, nor are they ready to treat others as they would want to be treated, rather they want life to be easy and they expect that to be the norm for their life; they believe they “deserve” it. It is this self centredness that defines evil, and we must be on our guard against this, most common, Satanic attitude, that can creep into our lives easily as we grow older and more content. Let us not be content, lazy or arrogant, but remain the soldiers of Christ that we are called to be, ready for hardships. 2 Timothy 2:3-15, James 1:9-18, 4:6-10.

20  I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth. 21  And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which are gone up from you. 22  Behold, I will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this city; and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an inhabitant

The brutal truth is going to be faced by them all. They must confront their evil and their sin and as they have rejected all logic with words, the enemy’s actions will speaks far louder to them. They will be destroyed and everything they value will be burned or looted. They will have no precious thing left to them because they did not value the Word of the Living God as the most precious thing. This is the challenge of these dark verses. They have chosen to walk in darkness and so they will have all that is involved with such a walk. It didn’t have to be this way but they have chosen it.

The last verses indicate that for a short time the bulk of the army left the siege of Jerusalem and went else where, possibly to destroy Lachish, for the archaeological debris left there indicates overwhelming force was used in the final assault there. It may also have been to counter a possible Egyptian foray into the land from the south. Zedekiah had been plotting and may have expected Egyptian help. 

The temporary relief is just that, temporary, and there will be no hope for them all. The judgment will be severe, and few will survive the battles. There will nothing left but desolation. When people value things ahead of the Word and will of the Lord, they will create a desert from their pleasure seeking. This principle is for all time! We call self centredness today Narcissism, but the Bible calls it evil. This is Satan’s sign and all who rally to the banner of self centredness will end up with a desert in their lives. Satan’s rally call is “Me first”, God’s is “Others”. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. LOVE OTHERS AS YOURSELF. The great battle for the mind is the battle for the truth of caring against the lie that self centredness will satisfy your needs. We are challenged by the Lord to see that the ways of the Lord are perfect, for they lead to happiness, whereas the ways of the enemy are always self destructive, for self centredness robs you of genuine fellowship, leaving you only with other self absorbed people as your “friends”. Such company will eat away the soul!

2. ENDURE HARDSHIP, FOCUS ON GOD’S WILL. Are you ready to do without things in the Lord’s service? Are you ready to work hard and do the “dirty work” at times, or have you got to the place in life where you believe you are “past all that” and deserve ease? God’s Word is clear; Christian life is service and it is service until death leads us into his presence. Until the end we are to be ready to deny self if you called to, and serve others in Christ’s name. We are not called to be ”fat cats” asleep by the fire, but willing oxen pulling the plough of the Lord in the field of service to which he has called us.

3. SERVANT LEADERSHIP IS GODLY LEADERSHIP. Refer to the EBCWA book 112 on “CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP” for a full study of this.

TOPICS

POVERTY

1. God can raise the poor out of the poverty of their circumstances. (1 Samuel 2:8, Psalm 113:7)

2. There is a special happiness for those who help the poor. (Psalm 41:1, 2, Proverbs 19:17, Proverbs 29:14)

3. The poor are not only delivered by God from poverty but in the reality of their poverty they often see their need of salvation and respond to the gospel. (Psalm 72:12-14, Matthew 11:5)

4. Whilst charity is good and honourable, it can be abused (Proverbs 14:30-31, 19:17) Charity is for the poor, but excessive dependence upon welfare makes the poor lazy (2 Thessalonians 3:10-11)

5. There is a special curse for those who ignore helping the poor. (Proverbs 21:13, 22:16, 28:3). There is also a special curse for those who take advantage of the poor. (Proverbs 22:22-23)

6. Until the Millennium there will always be poverty in the human race. (Mark 14:7)

7. The poor are a target for hypocrisy and its victim. (John 12:5). They are also the victims of backsliders. (James 2:2-4)

8. Poor believers have the same spiritual privileges as rich believers.(James 2:5). A person can be poor in material things but rich in doctrine.

CHAPTER 35

JEREMIAH 35:1-11

1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, 2  Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. 3  Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites; 4  And I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door: 5  And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye wine. 6  But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: 7  Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers. 8  Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters; 9  Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed: 10  But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 11  But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jerusalem.”

REFLECTION
1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, 2  Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink.

The next two chapters occur during the days of Jehoiakim, who foolishly rebelled against Babylon and died during the siege, and his son Jehoiachin (Coniah) going into captivity. This man Jehoiakim was totally disobedient to the Lord until the end of his life, and dies in unbelief, whereas his foolish son Coniah, and Zedekiah who followed him both appear to have finally faced their sins and humbled themselves before the Lord, and so were probably saved through their imprisonment, just like evil Manasseh had been. 

This first chapter involves an incident with a group of believers who have taken refuge during the second siege within the city’s confines and who were faithful in unfaithful days. It occurs almost seventeen years before the events of previous chapters, so why does the prophet or Baruch group it here? We will see as we go through that the theme of this chapter is at the heart of the problem of the rebellion of the nation. It follows from the previous chapter’s theme; that rebellion against their oath to God and to Babylon has rotted the soul of the people, for they have turned from the truth of the Word to whatever suits their lusts. They have repeated the days of the Judges, and will pay the same price. Judges 2:16-19, 8:32-35, 10:15, 21:25.

Who were the Rechabites? We must turn back to 2 Kings 10:15-31. This family had stood against the worship of Baal and eliminated the evil from the land under Jehu, and their descendents had lived in tents ever since, as a sign that they supported the life style of the Patriarchs, and looked for the Abrahamic Covenant, and avoided the lusts that settled city life would bring to them. Their ancestors had stood against Baal worship, and remember, they had lived through the days when Manasseh worshipped Baal through the land, and while the Temple itself had been defiled. 

These were people who will also prove in this generation that they have lived up to their ancestor’s great faith and determination to serve the true God, and under direct test they will show themselves to be faithful to their family oath. They may have by this time become more akin to a religious order, than a simple biological family, with all who supported the central founding ancestor’s zeal joining them. Jeremiah meets them in the city and takes them into a private apartment he had access to in the Temple, on the floor above that of one of the “Keepers of the Door”. He tests their mettle, to see what they are made of; to ensure they will stand for the Lord in these troubled times. 

Refer to the BTB doctrinal studies below that are central to the themes of this chapter. CHRISTIAN LIFE – OBEDIENCE, also, OVERCOMER, and OVERCOMER BY FAITH, and TEMPTATION. 

3  Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites; 4  And I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door:

Wherever the Rechabites were staying it was not in the Temple courts, as some have argued. Jeremiah finds them and brings them into the courts of the Temple. The men are named, a fact that doesn’t help us, as we do not know them, but the people of the day of writing did. These were men who the Lord names, men who served the Lord and who stood for righteousness in a time of great evil. We are known by name by the Lord when we stand for him. Luke 10:20, Philippians 4:3, Revelation 13:8. These men were men of God in the midst of a fallen and corrupt nation. They were believers but the people amongst whom they had their meeting, both princes and priests would all pay for their evil later with their lives when Nebuchadnezzar took the city for the third time in Zedekiah’s rebellion. 2 Kings 25:18-21.

5  And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye wine. 6  But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: 7  Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers. 8  Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters;

Jeremiah tests them, to see if they are true to their oath. This test is administered in a secret meeting place; the most private apartment of the Temple. It is private, secure and this underlines the importance of the test, for they can relax here and drink if they wish. He does not accept them at face value, any more than we ought to accept a so called “servant of the Lord” at face value. Let them always be examined to ensure they are who they say they are. 

Jeremiah could quote Ecclesiastes 9:7-9 to them, and say, “relax now, the siege is on, you have served well, but relax in the Lord now and await his deliverance!” All this would sound very spiritual but it would be wrong, for they have a family/sect oath that is to be kept forever. They are called to obey at all times, and to be faithful forever to their ancestor’s oath. They are a moral challenge to the nation. The nation has taken oaths and then broken them, but this group will not break their oath. At this point we see why Jeremiah or Baruch placed this event here, to contrast the Rechabite’s obedience to the Prince’s and noble’s disobedience later in the matter of the freeing of their slaves. 

These people have been faithful to their ancestor’s oath for years and so ought Judah to be faithful to all the promises they had made to God through their history. Jeremiah’s point, or rather God’s point, is that the nation has the responsibility to be faithful to the oaths made in Sinai and all since to serve the Lord. They were to take the promises seriously, and so are we. 

Even if the very prophet of the living God said, “drink” they would not drink, for their oath to God was of higher value to them than any words of prophets and even angels giving them the right to break their oath. They would not do what they had sworn not to do! God had their word on it and that settled it for them. We stand under the same conditions of faith that the Apostles did and are expected to do the same things they did. The Rechabites are our example in fidelity to our promises to the Lord our God.  

Refer to the EBCWA book 112 on CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP again, and there see the standards for selection of leaders in the churches; every pastoral leader is to be tested against fruit of the Spirit and virtues that they must have or they are to be put aside from consideration, disqualified or stood down from a role they hold. When we fail to test our leaders in accordance with scripture we are badly led! 1 Timothy 3:2-13, Titus 1:7-10. A proper test is always private, so the person believes that they can “get away with” anything, for then they give you the real answers that come from their soul. In effect Jeremiah is asking the local pastor to meet him in the local pub for a drink and seeing how he will handle the situation, knowing neither will let their Lord down if they are true to their oath. 

The promises the Rechabites ancestors made were extensive. They were to live as Abraham lived, by faith, and they were not to have physical goods that would slow them down or make them lust after properties, or any “stuff”. They were to live as nomads and maintain a pure worship of the Lord and oppose all Baal type worship compromises of their pagan neighbours. They lived in pastoral simplicity and traded in towns but would not live in them. When the enemy forces swept over the land they entered into Jerusalem as their city of refuge. They would not drink alcoholic drinks in any shape or form and this prohibition applied to all their family members. 

Wine is legitimate, and not forbidden by scripture as such, but once an oath was taken to not drink, then that oath was binding on all who have taken it. The Nazarite vow was one such temporary oath not to drink, and some took it for life, like John the Baptist. Numbers 6:2-21, Matthew 3:1-17. These people took their oaths and their spiritual life generally seriously, and even in a secret, private meeting they would not break their oath, even when invited to do so, and tested so, by the prophet of God. Galatians 1:6-9.  There is always fruit in a life, as it is simply identifying the nature of it. If the fruit is the Holy Spirit’s fruit the life is genuine, if it is not they are fake. Matthew 7:15-20, Galatians 5:18-26.

9  Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed: 10  But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 11  But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jerusalem

They did not enjoy the ownership of land, even though they were, as Israelites entitled to it. They did not practise agrarian agriculture, only pastoral agriculture. In a day when comfort was possible and safety in cities, they stayed in tents. They followed Jonadab their fore father in all he had passed on to them, and all who joined with them followed these rules. The only thing that had changed things for them was the invasion, and the Babylonian Army and their allies made it impossible to stay outside the fortified cities. The Syrian Army to the North and the Babylonian Army in the south made any person living in the open a target for death. They entered a city only because of the grave distress of the land. They make it clear that they will not stay in the city, and are there only because of the troubles of the land. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOOD LEADERSHIP IS TESTED LEADERSHIP. If people are not tested to see what they are made of before they are given power they will probably abuse that power when they get it. All Christian leaders are to be tested for fruit in their lives; if they lack the fruit of the Holy Spirit they are unfit to lead.

2. SPIRIT CONTROL IS ESSENTIAL FOR ALL LEADERSHIP IN A CRISIS. Any short coming is to be met by the Lord’s provided power within through the Holy Spirit. If we fight in the Angelic Conflict we must fight with the Lord’s provided protection, Ephesians 6:10-18, and with the Lord’s power, Ephesians 5:18.

3. AN OATH IS AN OATH. We are to take the words of the Lord seriously and our promises to serve seriously. If we have committed to serve, then let us serve with all our heart. 

4. DO NOT BE ATTACHED TO THINGS. The Rechabites lost nothing, whereas all who had land and buildings lost everything. Their values protected them from the loss of the “stuff” of this life that finally doesn’t matter. They were true to their values and the Lord honoured them and blessed them forever. Let us be true to our values and then we will see that the Lord will bless and honour us.

JEREMIAH 35:12-19

“12  Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 13  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD. 14  The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me. 15  I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me. 16  Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them; but this people hath not hearkened unto me: 17  Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered. 18  And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you: 19  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever.”

REFLECTION
12  Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 13  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD.

The Rechabites now become a warning symbol to the people of the city and nation. They have hearkened to the words of their fore father and they have kept the words of the Lord, but the people have not heard the words of Moses nor any of the prophets, even though they have been well warned of the catastrophe that has come upon them.  The meeting with the Rechabites was a secret meeting, but as they have passed the test, it now becomes the basis for a prophetic message and the Rechabites once more challenge the people to obedience to their God. The question remains, will they hear the words of their Lord and God? Psalms 32:8-9, Proverbs 8:10-17, 19:20, Isaiah 28:7-15, 42:23-25, Hebrews 12:24-29.

14  The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me.

The Lord announces, by means of the prophet, that his servants the Rechabites have served faithfully in all their days and right through the siege, and have not weakened their resolve to not drink wine. They have kept their faith and their promises and stand before the Lord as faithful and guiltless. 

They stand without guilt and with the Lord’s seal of approval upon them, but the rest of the nation stand as guilty of ignoring truth and abusing the Lord’s Word. They have failed to hear and obey and they have been faithless in their lives and witnesses, and have done evil rather than good. Nehemiah 9:26, 31, Proverbs 1:20-33, Isaiah 30:9, 50:1-11. The faithfulness of the Rechabites demonstrates to all the people that they all could stand with them in righteousness, for if one group can be obedient then all can be!

15  I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me.

The message of all the prophets since Moses spoke in the desert has been repetitively and consistently made clear to the people; they are to obey the words of the Mosaic Law and they will live, and if they ignore it they will die! It was a very simple equation and there was no reason not to get the message clear! They had ignored prophet after prophet and chosen rather to follow after the religions of their pagan neighbours. 

They had treated the covenant as if they could avoid its provisions; that they could get blessing for another other than God. They had failed to think consistently about the nature of crime and punishment, of unrighteousness and judgment. They had failed to heed their creator and Saviour, and so he became their judge, exactly as he had told them he would if forced to be so. Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 32-34.

16  Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them; but this people hath not hearkened unto me: 17  Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered.

Because the nation has sinned they will receive all that the Law prescribed for disobedience. That was what they had ignored and so that was what they will receive as a penalty for their arrogance in ignoring the Holy Word of God. Their penalty will be just and right. All they had to do was take the Lord’s yoke and plough his field of service, but they refused, so rather than well suited toil in the power of the Holy Spirit they have selected slavery to the enemy. Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 15:11-22. Sadly the same thing will occur again in 70 AD, just as the Lord prophesied. Luke 13:34-35.

18  And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you: 19  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever.

The people who ignored the Word will be judged, but those who received the Word, kept the Word, guarded truth and lived it will be blessed, even if in captivity.  To the obedient there will be blessing, and their descendents are with us even today amongst the Jewish people, for they were faithful and the Lord preserved them in the midst of the greatest catastrophe their nation had ever known. They lived in tents, yet they will be saved, for they trusted in the Lord their God, not in the walls of towns that fell easily to the armies of their enemies. Isaiah 40:21-31, Jude 24-25.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS BLESSING IN OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF THE LORD. The Lord will always bless us in spiritual as well as other ways as we obey his Word. We can rejoice in the midst of pressures in his service, for he calls us to bring glory to his name and always provides that this may be achieved.

2. THE GREATEST PROTECTION IS THE TENT OF THE LORD AROUND US. The Lord’s protection is our best defence against all that the enemy can throw at us, for underneath us are the everlasting arms, and around us are the angels of God, and within us is the Holy Spirit of God. How much more secure can you be believer?

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OVERCOMER

1. Definition of an overcomer - "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:4,5). It is seen that an overcomer is a believer and we become overcomers at the point of salvation.

2. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." - believers will live with God in heaven forever. (Revelation 2:7)

3. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" - believers will not be subject to the lake of fire. (Revelation 2:11)

4. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." - believers are accepted by God on the basis of His provision. (Revelation 2:17)

5. "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star." - believers will rule over the nations and will be honoured. (Revelation 2:26-28)

6. "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels." - believers are justified and sanctified by the death of our Lord and their names are permanently in the book of the living. (Revelation 3:5)

7. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name." - believers will have access to the Holy Places of God and will eternally be identified with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:12)

8. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." - believers will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 3:21)

CHRISTIAN LIFE - OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith  approach the throne of grace boldly in every  case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15,16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

TEMPTATION

1. The best case example of temptation is the temptation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for in this case we see the best techniques and tools to deal with this Satanic attack. Matthew 4:3ff.

2. We are constantly being tempted to walk away from the plan of God for our lives; into sin, evil, or distractions that are neither bad nor good, just things that will keep us from the path the Lord wants us to walk. 

3. As unbelievers Satan’s temptations focus on keeping us away from the Gospel message, so we never hear the truth, because we are too busy with other things. Once we are believers, Satan knows he cannot stop us reaching heaven, but he can rob us of rewards and ministry. Refer CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS.

4. Jesus faced his first temptation was physical; the desire to meet a physical need outside of the plan of God for him. Matthew 4:3-4. The test is to trust the Father for provision of the basics of life within his plan for his life, rather than inappropriately use power. Believers are often tempted to use the wrong means to do the right thing. We are to use the right means to achieve godly ends, and walk only in obedience to the Word of God in all things.

5. The second temptation centred in the distortion of the scriptures. Matthew 4:5-7. Satan quotes Psalms 91:11-12, but does so out of context. It is never right to deliberately put yourself in danger just to claim a promise of scripture, for such promises only operate within the Lord’s will, not I areas you have placed yourself at a whim! Refer GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD. Jesus responds to the temptation with the appropriate use of scripture quoting Deuteronomy 6:16, 17:4.

6. The third temptation was to short cut the Father’s plan by gaining power and authority another way than God ordained. Matthew 4:8-10. Once again, we see that all temptation centres in the plan of God and the Satanic strategy to get you away from the plan any way he can. Satan has always asked, “Why wait? – have it now!” Impatience is always a major distraction from truth. The plan calls for patience, and an attitude of faith and trust. Satan works with instant satisfaction, which is, of course, no satisfaction at all. Refer BTB – GOD:  PLAN OF GOD on page 44.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10)

4. Rewards as Crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

1. Three categories of will in history

a) Divine will (sovereignty)

b) Angelic will.

c) Human will.

2. Main areas of the will of God (1 John 3:23)

a) For the unbeliever - salvation (2 Peter 3:9)

b) For the believer - spirituality (Ephesians 5:18)

3. Christ has free will (Matthew 26:42, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

a) No free will in mankind would imply no free will in Christ.

b) The basic principles of divine guidance however is based on the fact that man possesses free will to choose for or against God.

4. Type of will of God as related to the human race (e.g. Balaam)

a) Directive (Numbers 22:12) -what God directs.

b) Permissive (Numbers 22:20) - What God allows

c) Overruling (Numbers 23) - When God overrules

5. Principles of Guidance

a) Knowledge of biblical principles in the believer (Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:1-6, Isaiah 58:11, Romans 12:2)

b) Surrender and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 John 1:9)

c) Growth - to eat meat and not rely on milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)

6. Categories of the will of God

a) Viewpoint will of God - What does He want me to think?

b) Operational will of God - What does He want me to do?

c) Geographical will of God - Where does He want me to be?

7. An example of the will of God (Acts 11) - the Guidance of Peter

a) Guidance through prayer (vs 5)

b) Guidance through the mind (vs 6)

c) Guidance through the word (vs 7-10)

d) Guidance through providential circumstances (vs 11)

e) Guidance through the filling of the Spirit (vs 12)

f) Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data (vs 13-15)

g) Guidance through remembering Scripture (vs 16)

NOTES
CHAPTER 36

JEREMIAH CHAPTER 36:1-8

1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 3  It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 4  Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 5  And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD: 6  Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD's house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. 7  It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people. 8  And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD's house.

REFLECTION
36:1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day.

The purpose of a book is that it might be read and have the impact it’s author intended. Deuteronomy 31:19-31. The purpose of a book is to testify of the truth in the author’s personal absence. Jeremiah is “shut up” in the house of the Lord and unable to speak publicly to the crowds that come to the Temple. It would appear that at this stage in his life, well before the second siege, that he was under Temple Police arrest and confined in a cell in the Temple area, (Keepers of the Door – in charge of this). He was possibly on a charge of blasphemy, whereas later, as we have already seen, he will be in the King’s Courtyard, on a civil charge of treason. Psalms 66:12-13. 
Jesus warned us that we may experience the same level of hatred as his true prophets did in ancient days. Matthew 5:11-12, 10:16-36, John 15:18-25, 1 Peter 4:12-19.  These are days of false prosperity and political intrigue, with the foolish client king Jehoiakim, living for pleasure in his palace and plotting alliances with other nations to try to throw off Babylonian power, against all the prophet has spoken in the Lord’s name.  This king hates the truth and the truth teller.
3  It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.

God’s purpose is always to redeem, to deliver and to sanctify. He seeks our good, not our ill; he seeks to bless not to judge. It is only the negative volition of man that creates judgment and destruction, for the Lord’s desire always is to bless his creation, for we are his and in blessing us he glorifies his holy name as our maker. The purpose of reading a book is that its holy contents might be written within the heart. Psalms 40:7-8, Isaiah 30:8-17. The words of the prophets were to fire up the faith of the people, convict them of sin and give guidance back to the Lord their God. Isaiah’s words are written and are freely quoted from by Jeremiah, as are the words of David, Solomon and Moses. Jeremiah is ordered to write, that his words may be broadcast widely and that the enemy of truth, the King, may know, that the Word of the Lord is not bound as he has bound the prophet. God’s purpose for all his creation is that they might be saved; that they might return to the paths of righteousness and be forgiven. Refer again to the BTB doctrinal study of FORGIVENESS on page 78. 

4  Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 5  And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD:

Faithful servants of the preacher are a crucial part of the work of ministry. We are apt to see only the preacher, but the secretaries, the administrators, the financial controllers, the greeters, the car park attendants, the Communion servers, the visitors of the sick, and so many others, are all equally vital for the work, and without them the pastor can do nothing. All the church membership is Holy Spirit gifted in Christ Jesus, and they are gifted in order to work, not just to praise God. 1 Corinthians 12:7-30.

Baruch stands in a godly line of assistants to the prophets and apostles of God. He stands with Timothy, Titus, Tychicus, Epaphroditus, Onesimus, Trophimus, and Luke, and many, many others. Ephesians 6:21-22, Philippians 4:18, Colossians 4:7-14. Whether we are called to speak or support the speaker, the rewards of faith are there for us to receive for faithful service to our Lord. Like Paul, Jeremiah is a servant in bonds, but he is active in his preaching and rejoices in the situation he finds himself in and seeks to use it for God’s glory. Acts 16:22-34, Philippians 1:12-18, 2 Timothy 2:3-13, Hebrews 11:36-40.  

6  Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD's house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities.

Baruch receives his “marching orders”. He is to go, to speak to all the people, showing the same courage that led the prophet into jail, and to give the full words of the Lord as Jeremiah has received them. He is to go on a holy time of fasting, the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, and with the crowds the greatest, when everyone comes from the surrounding cities into the Temple, he is to speak the words of Jeremiah from the Lord. Leviticus 16:29-31, Numbers 29:7ff. 

This takes courage, to speak to your nation on the holiest day of the year, and this man has it, and so his reward in heaven is that of the prophet, for he speaks the words of the prophet. Ezekiel 2:3-10. Let us remember this, for when we speak the words of the Lord, and exhort from the great prophets and apostles, we speak as they did and can win their rewards and crowns for our faithfulness. The Lord seeks faithfulness in all things from us. 

7  It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people. 8  And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD's house.

There is always the chance that the people will repent and the Lord seeks that chance. There is hope, for they are on the day of the year, where they have fasted about their sins, and they are seeing worked through by the priesthood the drama of redemption before them on the high altar. The seriousness of sin is underlined by the Levitical offerings, and the seriousness of the judgment of God is graphically portrayed on this day, and so if the people have ears to hear and eyes to see they may see that they need to repent in these piping days of peace, before the judgment falls. Deuteronomy 29:18-27. Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on FEASTS OF ISRAEL. 

The Day of Atonement is the reminder that only believers enter the Millennial Kingdom, and that blessing upon the earth depends upon obedience to the King of Kings and Lord of all Lords. Blessing comes from reception of the preacher and the words they bring. 1 Corinthians 16:10-11, Philippians 2:19-24. Refer to MILLENNIAL KINGDOM on page 41

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. COURAGE IS A CHRISTIAN VIRTUE. We are called to speak the words of the Lord into every situation the Holy Spirit urges us into. We are responsible for this preaching to the Lord, and when we speak we speak as the prophets did, who we quote. 

2. THE PURPOSE OF READING A BOOK IS TO APPLY IT’S WORDS INTO DAILY LIFE. We read this book and every other to utilize the truths in daily life. Let us apply the living Word into our lives for the blessing of all who hear us.

3. ALL WHO STAND WITH THE PREACHER RECEIVE THE BLESSING AND REWARDS OF THE PREACHER. All who serve receive the Lord’s rewards for faithful service. Refer to the study on REWARDS AND CROWNS on page 95.

JEREMIAH 36:9-19

9  And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 10  Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD's house, in the ears of all the people. 11  When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD, 12  Then he went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes. 13  Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people. 14  Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 15  And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. 16  Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words. 17  And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth? 18  Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book. 19  Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.”

REFLECTION
9  And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem.

It is now a year later than the first part of this chapter, and the invading armies of the allies of the Babylonians have started to sweep at times into the land, but the full invasion of Nebuchadnezzar has not occurred yet. It would appear that Nebuchadnezzar waited and negotiated with this man and used his allies to punish him and try to get him to see reason. 2 Kings 24:1-4. 

It is important to read this section of the account of Kings for in it we read of the many murders this king committed to maintain power and the great evil he did in Jerusalem and the land generally. He served Nebuchadnezzar for only three years, and it is likely that each of these three years he plotted with his original master Pharaoh Necho of Egypt. 2 Kings 23:34-37. This evil and very vain/proud man, commits sin and crime and then calls a fast to have people pray for the nation! There is no prayer without confession and putting away of evil! This fast was hypocrisy! 

Fasting is however a bone fide thing to do spiritually, but is very open to hypocrisy. To fast before the Lord has always been an act of devotion to prayer and the will of God from the beginning through into the Church Age also. The early church fasted on two days a week, for specific prayer focus, and to ensure they were kept hardened, their bodies under control in case hardship came. They knew they had to be ready for famine, for jail and for missionary journeys that required long hours of toil without food. To serve the Lord they had to practise hardship so that they would be ready to serve in any place. Fasting was for prayer and for training purposes. Examine the following verses related to New Testament fasting. Matthew 6:16-18, Acts 10:30, 13:2-3, 14:23, 27:33, 1 Corinthians 7:5. 

10  Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD's house, in the ears of all the people.

Taking advantage of the fast that the king has called (not the Day of Atonement fasting as in the earlier year in verses 1-8), Baruch goes into the Temple and speaks aloud the warnings of Jeremiah to all who will hear. Quite quickly the authorities hear his words and he is formally reported on. The description of the exact place he stood to speak does not help us, as the entire Temple was thoroughly destroyed, but the place was possibly a second floor apartment that opened onto the courtyard by the main gate and thereby provided a perfect balcony from which to project the voice across the courtyard to be heard by everyone there. 

Gemariah was a son of Shaphan the scribe, the man who had been a part of Josiah’s revival twenty years before this time. 2 Kings 22:8-17. He appears initially to be a person who has supported Jeremiah, although we will see that the picture is not clear, for Gemariah and his sons may have worked together to ensure Jeremiah could “borrow” his room, and later he could deny any knowledge of this. It may be deliberate on Gemariah’s part to portray a mixed reception to Jeremiah, for then he can assist him, but without the King feeling there is conspiracy. 2 Kings 25:22. 

Once again we are reminded that Jeremiah is of the high priestly family, and had access through his family connections to various apartments of the vast Temple complex and used these contacts to ensure the maximum impact for the Word, even if he had to “borrow” the use of an apartment balcony for the proclamation of the Word. By working as he does this day, while the princes of Israel are holding a War Cabinet meeting everyone is protected, and everyone can deny knowledge of events. Let us use our position and contacts, for the Lord has called us to serve him where we are, and we are obliged to look around and see all that can be used for maximum impact in our ministry. Let us also do things so as to protect our contacts from harm later by evil men.

11  When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD, 12  Then he went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes.

The young scribe hears the words that Baruch reads and takes them all in, so as to give a full report to the authorities, including his own family members. These men are the “princes” of the nation; it’s aristocracy and governing class, and have been in a closed “cabinet meeting” in the palace as these events unfold. This may be a reason why the chamber was used at this time, as Jeremiah and the others he worked with knew that Baruch could use it because Gemariah and his closest family members, also in government, would be at this meeting, and they could depend on it being a long one. This is a “War Cabinet”, comprising the king’s main spiritual advisers.  This is high intrigue here, worthy of the best spy novel, but this is true! Most of these men will go into captivity after this second siege. 2 Kings 24:14-16. 

They will hear the words of the Lord from their younger relative once their meeting concludes. In God’s perfect plan the people hear the Word of God before the authorities have any chance to hide or destroy it. The full truth is out! They now sit and hear the words of the Lord and they face the full truth about their rebellion and their support for their evil king, and their own failure to speak strongly for righteousness, for fear of their own lives. Their response to Jeremiah’s words through Baruch indicate to us just how dangerous it was to tell this king the truth.

13  Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people. 14  Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 15  And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears.

A Temple Court or Palace official is sent to formally request Baruch join them. They treat Baruch with dignity and invite him to sit and speak, indicating they recognize him as a scribe, who sat to speak. Baruch sits and begins to read the words of the scroll of Jeremiah. We do not know how much of the book that we have was in this particular roll, but it may have been a considerable portion of the book. It was either a roll of papyrus or thin leather parchment. 

Such rolls could be over thirty feet long and examples from before the days of Christ have been recovered with the entire book of Isaiah upon them, so all that Jeremiah had written until this point would be there likely. Scribes were used to sitting still and listening for several hours and so such a reading would be “normal” to them, as would be remembering vast tracts of what they heard. The impact upon these men is dramatic and indicates that they have been systematically and overwhelmingly convicted of sin and doom for their nation because of the sins of their king and people. Acts 7:54-60, 24:24-26.

16  Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words. 17  And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth? 18  Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book. 19  Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.

The response of these men indicates they are believers, and at least partly serious about trying to obey the Lord, although they are true politicians, who are always trying to find some “middle ground”, whereby they may warn the king. They seek to challenge him without offending him and paying the death penalty as so many others have done, and yet maintain their position of influence. These men like being “princes”, but they recognize truth when they hear it. We can’t be too harsh on these men, for while some will die with the more evil king Zedekiah, most of those attending this council will urge surrender and will leave the city with Jeconiah and surrender to Nebuchadnezzar. 2 Kings 24:8-16. 

The Lord will preserve them all and their families through the second deportation of 597 BC, and they will be ministered to in Babylonian Captivity by Ezekiel. They will not live like princes for long, but they will live like slaves for the rest of their lives, but they will survive! Jeremiah is under house arrest in the Temple and so technically unable to go anywhere. These men are able to release him and they do, telling Baruch that both of them need to be well hidden over the next days or they will be killed like all others who have opposed the king. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. FASTING IS BONA FIDE. Do not oppose fasting as some legalistic activity, for it has nothing to do with legalism, it has everything to do with self control for focused prayer and service, for tough training in the Lord’s service. Those who cannot fast will not serve well. Every Bible College should have two fast days per week, just as the early church did, for then the students are being trained in self control and are learning to put up with suffering and adversity. Anyone who cannot control their appetite ought to be expelled from a Bible College, for they will achieve nothing for the Lord if they cannot even let the Holy Spirit control even their desire for food!

2. THERE IS A TIME TO SPEAK AND A TIME TO HIDE. Jeremiah and Baruch are wise in the Lord as Paul was, and know that they are to take the good advice they have been given and hide. They do not hide for fear of the king, as the princes fear him, but they hide to ensure they protect the princes and the message until the day comes to speak again.

JEREMIAH 36:20-26

20  And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. 21  So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. 22  Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. 23  And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 24  Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words. 25  Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. 26  But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them.”

REFLECTION
20  And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. 21  So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king.

These men are politicians, but they are cunning or thoughtful ones. They value the Word of God, and they clearly believe the words of Jeremiah are in that category, so they are reverently laid aside in the chamber of the king’s scribe, and they simply report from memory all of the words they have heard, to the king. This reminds us that these men made it a matter of pride to be able to remember speeches verbatim and practised memory feats for just such a time. They give an accurate account of Jeremiah’s words to the King, giving him enough of the sermons of the prophet in full to make the King require them to deliver the roll to him.

Now the King’s servant reads the entire manuscript to the King and he hears the full Word of God for the second time this day. This man is without excuse for his evil. There are two groups of people listening in the court that day; the believers who now speak up, and the courtiers who rejoice in their king’s evil behaviour.

22  Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. 23  And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.

It is winter and so the King sits by a fire of charcoal coals that keeps the apartment warm without there being too much smoke. As the scribe reads each section of the manuscript the king asks for it and cuts it into long pieces and feeds it systematically into the fire so that all is burned up completely. It is a quiet rage that burns in this man and he systematically expresses his hatred of the words of the Lord. 

He is only in his fifth year of rulership, and has six more to go. He is now thirty years of age and will be dead by thirty six because of the evil that he does here. God is still gracious to this callous man, and he gets another six years to repent, but persists in his rebellion against all that is true. The words of Solomon, whose Temple he looked out upon, and of David, whose throne he sat upon, were all ignored, with those of Jeremiah. Psalms 50:16-17 Proverbs 1:28-31, 5:11-14, 13:13-14, 19:20-21, 21:29-31, 29:1.   

24  Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words. 25  Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them.

The court of this man enjoy his blasphemy, and we should not be surprised at such a thing for an angry and brutal man like this will have gathered around him “survivors” who do what they are bidden and kill with impunity. To cut up a book of a prophet who the king hates is nothing to them. The names of three men are recorded however who speak up and urge the King to stop, for they recognize that the words are those of God through Jeremiah, and if the nation does not respond, then they are lost. Isaiah 36:12-22.

26  But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them.

Three assassins from the Royal Guard, or from the courtiers, we are not told which, are now sent to kill the prophet and Baruch. The Lord protects his servants as he always does. Psalms 2:10-12, 3:3, 8, 5:8, 7:1, 32:7-10, 57:1, 64:2, 68:20, 91:1, 121:7-8.   We will not die one minute before the Lord’s time, and we relax and serve in all such times and places. 
PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD PROTECTS HIS OWN FOR HIS OWN PURPOSES. Jeremiah and Baruch trust in the Lord and follow the advice of the princes and so are saved by the Lord over ruling the wisdom and malice of the assassins. 

2. SPEAKING UP FOR GOOD IS RIGHT. The three men who speak up for good are also protected from the wrath of the king. Evil men must still be warned of the consequences of their evil. The worst of men deserves truth still. While they live there is hope that they might be saved. 

JEREMIAH 36:27-32

27  Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 28  Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 29  And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast? 30  Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 31  And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not. 32  Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.”

REFLECTION
27  Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 28  Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 29  And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?

The destruction of the word of God did not matter at all, for the prophet simply wrote the same manuscript again and added even more to it as well. The Word became stronger and more pointed; the king’s pen knife did not remove any power or substance from the Word of the Lord. This man was annoyed at being told the Babylonians would come and take him and his nation away, for he believed he would get away with his rebellion and that the Egyptians or another power would save him in the end. He was deluded and like all people living in fantasy, he hated those who disturbed him with truth.

30  Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 31  And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not. 32  Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.

The solemn judgment is given again on this man. He will die and even in death there will be no peace for him. As a rebel his body was dug up by the Babylonians, and as we have seen before, was chained and dragged towards Babylon with the captives, including his own son. The captives would be forced to march behind the bound up body of their king, and step over the pieces of it as it disintegrated on the road.  As the body fell apart it was trodden by the captives and then left to rot in the ditches by the roadside. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THERE IS NO PEACE FOR THE WICKED. Neither in time nor eternity does sin pay any other wages than despair and death.

TOPICS

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

1. In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

2. In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

3. THE PASSOVER (Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Leviticus 23:5) 

Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before, great care being taken that not a bone in its body was broken. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels, any such house being spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28) All plagues were against the gods of Egypt.

e) The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. (Exodus 12:41)

Fulfilment

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33)

d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgment, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ i.e. eating and drinking at the communion table.)

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgment of God. (Romans 8:1)

Currently

a) Each time we celebrate the Lord's supper we are looking back to the cross and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b) This could also represent salvation to the believer.

4. UNLEAVENED BREAD (Leviticus 23:6-8)

a) This feast lasted for seven days starting on the 15th Nisan and portrays the provision and fellowship with God.

b) The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven or alcohol - the wine being boiled during this feast. This has been found in Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

c) As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

d) There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint. (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians -wantonness(l Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9)

e) Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ. (Leviticus 2:11)

f) This could represent the Christian walk for the believer.

g) The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5) They will look upon him whom they have pierced.(Zechariah 12:10)

5. FIRST FRUITS (Leviticus 23:9-14)

a) This feast always occurred on a Sunday and was celebrated on the 17th Nisan.

b) This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread.

c) Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

d) Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover.

e) The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.

f) The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)

g) This could represent the resurrection body for the believer.

6. PENTECOST (Leviticus 23:15-21)

a) Pente - fifty - this occurred always on a Sunday 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

b) It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

c) Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

d) At Pentecost, 3,000 were born again; at the giving of the law, 3,000 were killed.

7. TRUMPETS (Leviticus 23:23, 24)

a) This occurred in September, the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the king. It is the Jewish New Year Day.

b) This represents the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church at the Rapture. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a relationship with the Jews.

8. ATONEMENT (Leviticus 23:26-32)

a) This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believing Jews only enter into the Millennium.

b) From evaluation of (Daniel 12:11 & 12) and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgment at the second advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

c) This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

d) Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar. After the blood was spilt the lot turned white until the time of the cross. Afterwards it stayed red. This sign showed Christ's once and for all sacrifice.

9. TABERNACLES (Leviticus 23:33-36)

This occurred five days after the feast of Atonement and lasted a week. It represents the Millennial reign of Christ and the perfect provision and environment provided. (Deuteronomy 16:13-15, Romans 8:19-22)

10. It is of interest that the two feasts that speak of God's perfect provision - Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles - were a week duration whilst the others were for a day, speaking of a point in time occurrence such as the crucifixion, resurrection or rapture of the Church.

11. SUMMARY

a) PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

b) UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

c) FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

d) PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32

e) TRUMPETS to be fulfilled at Rapture of Church

f) ATONEMENT to be fulfilled at Second Advent of Christ

g) TABERNACLES to be fulfilled at Millennial reign of Christ

12. As Paul had seen the literal fulfilment of the first four feasts in some 8 weeks in AD 32 it is hardly surprising that he would expect to be in the "rapture generation" (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:1)

CHAPTER 37

JEREMIAH 37 :1-10

“1  And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah. 2  But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah. 3  And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us. 4  Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison. 5  Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem. 6  Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah saying, 7  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to enquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. 8  And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire. 9  Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart. 10  For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire.”

REFLECTION
1 And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah. 2  But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah. 3  And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us. 4  Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison. 5  Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem.

The events are dated here towards the end of the reign of Zedekiah, with the siege by the Babylonians under way but with the Egyptian Army emerging from their borders and moving northwards to entice the Babylonians to battle. Jeremiah has not yet been arrested and is free to move about, although is being watched. There is a seriously powerful delegation sent to Jeremiah to try to get him to pray for the kingdom. In effect the two senior ministers of State attend him and seek for his public prayers of support for the Egyptian invasion of the land to deliver them from the Babylonians. Jehucal and Zephaniah lead the Government, and will lead the executions later. 2 Kings 25:18-21.

The author of Jeremiah has made it clear to us as we read this, that the general spiritual life of the nation is still corrupt and carnal. The people who are left in the land, the priests, the princes, and the king all ignore the Word of God, as if having been saved twice from death, they are now safe and can get away with anything. Proverbs 29:12, Ezekiel 21:25-27. 

They have systematically ignored the words of Jeremiah until this point, but as the siege is raised and the Babylonians head away to fight the Egyptians they call upon the prophet for a show of national unity. It is all politics and spiritual hypocrisy, and Jeremiah quietly goes to prayer and awaits the answer of the Lord. He doesn’t jump to the conclusion that he is straight away to condemn them all again, as he has done so many times before. It would be easy for the prophet to simply repeat a message, for that would be logical at such a time of clearly obvious hypocrisy, but Jeremiah follows the Lord, not his “hunches”, nor even good sanctified logic. He waits and the Lord speaks.

6  Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah saying, 7  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to enquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. 8  And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire.

The Lord makes it clear that he knows of the plan to get the Egyptians to assist them, and also the Lord knows the outcome well before any battle is fought, in fact it appears no battle is fought; the Egyptians simply melt back into their land with a negotiated surrender. Ezekiel 17:11-21. They were thoroughly beaten by the Babylonian Army at Carchemish in 606 BC and this is under twenty years later with the younger Pharaoh Hophra and the same mighty Nebuchadnezzar. The outcome is sure and rather than risk the loss of his army and possibly his nation the Pharaoh quietly withdraws back behind the river and desert boundary of Egypt, probably with a negotiated “non-aggression” pact to leave the Babylonians free to deal with Judah and Egypt free of an invasion that doesn’t suit Nebuchadnezzar at this time anyway.  

The prophetic word given to Ezekiel, recorded in chapter 29 of his book, indicates that the Egyptians may have plundered their own country to pay Nebuchadnezzar’s Army to go away and leave them in peace. The stupid king of Judah trusts in Egypt and in their promises to defeat the Babylonians, but their boasts will come to nothing when they see the size and power of the Babylonian Army and it’s Syrian, Median and Scythian allies, all who would for plunder, delight in an invasion of Egypt. In effect the Egyptian Army’s attempt at a show of force simply ensures that the Babylonians are paid for their invasion of Judah until they can take the full plunder from that land. The same relief of the siege at the mid-point occurred again in 68-70 AD, with the Roman siege temporarily lifted for a number of weeks, during which time all the members of the Jewish church at Jerusalem left the city and fled across the Jordan to safety.

The real issue is one of spiritual power, not of military might. The people of Judah will not be delivered because they have not been obedient to their God. All the alliances in the world will not save them, for they have left the path of righteousness and walked after evil and sin. There is no hope for them, for they have walked away from hope. Isaiah, over one hundred years before had warned of the futility of carnal alliances when the people are spiritually bankrupt. They must face their spiritual state, or they will all perish. The few who do are going to be saved, but it is through fire. Isaiah 30:1-9, 15-18, 31:1-3, 8, Ezekiel 29:1-20, 1 Corinthians 3:12-17. The fate of the city is repeated again by the prophet and the people are told clearly that the city will be this time burned with fire and none within it’s walls will escape the enemy.

9  Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart. 10  For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire.

The King clings to the hope of Egypt and the prophet makes it clear he deceives himself in this. The false prophets eagerly tell the king what he wants to hear and they see the Chaldeans depart and say it is permanent and that the Lord has delivered them. The prophet Jeremiah then really pours scorn upon the king and his men, for they are self deceived in thinking they can even fight this army. 

The best men of Judah, all their war leadership, was taken with Jehoiachin into captivity ten years before. There are no real warriors left in the city, but there are a lot of arrogant men who think they are! Even if a few Chaldeans survived fighting Hophra, so that they were all wounded and ill with disease, even then they would defeat the Army of Judah. Refer to BTB studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – SOLDIER on page 81 , and also WAR.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. SPIRITUAL STRENGTH ALONE PRODUCES SURVIVAL IN A CRISIS. This nation will be destroyed because of it’s spiritual disobedience; no alliances will save them from themselves.

2. CONFIDENCE IN DECEPTION LOOKS STRONG AT THE TIME. The people trust the lying words of false prophets, and they feel pretty secure in their “revelations” at this point for the army of the Chaldeans and their allies has left the city, but their celebrations are short lived. To be on God’s side often means to be in a minority, but it means to be on the right side of history. There is no hope for those who trust lies, but they will have physical prosperity for a time.

JEREMIAH 37:11-21

“11  And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army, 12  Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of the people. 13  And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans. 14  Then said Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. 15  Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison. 16  When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many days; 17  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. 18  Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison? 19  Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land? 20  Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there. 21  Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers' street, until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.”

REFLECTION
“11  And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army, 12  Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of the people. 13  And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans.

Many people would have considered Jeremiah to be a traitor for this action and so it is important to explain himself in this chapter, for this book will go into Babylon to the Exiles there and they need to know that he was not joining the people who would destroy their nation. His plan is to go home to Anathoth in the land of Benjamin and there to hold up in a remote area and pray and study away from the doomed city. He has to leave by the Gate of Benjamin, and of course is spotted there by the captain of the Gate, one Irijah, who is of the same princely family that has produced a number of servants of the King. There will be times when our good is evil spoken of, and when we will be accused of all manner of falsehood. 2 Corinthians 6:3-10. 

14  Then said Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. 15  Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison.

Even though the accusation was false, it would have appeared likely to all the people, and had the prophet been found by the Chaldeans he would have been taken to King Nebuchadnezzar and found favour with him, as Josephus did in the later rebellion, when he left the rebels and joined the Romans. To have the prophet of God with his army in the field would have been a major coup for Nebuchadnezzar but it would have limited the ministry of the prophet to his people in Babylon and the land itself. 

In this situation we see the prophet doing what he wanted rather than what the Lord wanted and Irijah becomes the hand of the will of the Lord and stops him being in the wrong place for ministry. Refer to the BTB study GOD – DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD on page 95. This is a rare time when the prophet steps outside the will of God, but as a son of the most high, he is restored to his place, although by means of a dungeon.

16  When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many days; 17  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.

He is placed in the closest confinement. The word “cabins” here means smallest and darkest of cells underground where men were placed, without good food, to die or at least break their spirit. He may have been in this evil place for several months. After many weeks he is brought secretly to the King by his guards, for the king to ask what “word” he has from the Lord. 

This evil king believes he is on the side of righteousness and so can expect deliverance, and for the Lord to change his mind. It may be that the king has been praying vigorously in his palace or the Temple of Solomon daily, and he expects the Lord to answer. He has not seen that treating the prophet of God as he has will “hinder” his prayers somewhat! 

Many pray with vigour and piously refer to themselves as Christians, or “believers in the one true God”, yet their life’s “fruit” betrays their true allegiance. Matthew 7:15-23. The evil king may expect a change of heart on Jeremiah’s part as a result of the prison, but the prophet is tough and spiritually secure in the Lord’s truth; he simply repeats the truth to this scared man. God has strengthened his man in the place of danger and distress. Proverbs 17:13, 26, Daniel 6:19-23, Mark 6:20. 

18  Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison? 19  Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land?

Having made the truth once again clear to the king, the prophet then accuses the king of evil without cause against him. By now the Babylonians Army has returned and the city is besieged again and the entire land, except for this city has fallen to him. By now the people have had broadcast to them from the besieger’s camp the truth about the weakness of the Egyptian Army, in which they trusted. This man will cling to the hope of escape, right up until the time he is captured by the enemy’s cavalry on the plains around Jericho. 2 Kings 25:3-7. Jeremiah also challenges him to produce his false prophets now and urge them to repeat their message, now that the enemy army has returned. It is bone fide to mock the liar and thereby underline the truth, and we should not step away from severe denunciation of lying prophets for they make merchandise of the Lord’s people. Refer to the BTB study on PROPHET on page 12.

20  Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there. 21  Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers' street, until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

Jeremiah now specifically asks for the king’s mercy to not be sent back to the jail where he knows he will die. It is interesting that a scribe of the Mosaic Law was in charge of this prison and had clearly treated the man of God badly there. He asks for the king’s mercy there, but does not plead, simply states his case for being treated better and indicates that if he is not he will die, and that his death will be upon the king’s head. 

Jeremiah is sent back to the court yard of the prison, where he may be visited, and from where he can get sunlight (for vitamin D, and also to allow his brain Serotonin levels to recover with the sunlight exposure) and good food. The king arranges for him to receive good nutritious whole grain bread from the bakers, whereas previously he would have only had any scraps that the guards allowed. He will remain in jail until the siege is lifted by the Babylonian Army and Nebuchadnezzar’s crack commando unit is sent to rescue him. 2 Timothy 1:8-13, 2:8-10.

PASTORAL APPLICATION

1. HARDSHIP MAY BE THE LOT OF THE SERVANT OF THE LORD. Suffering may come at times but the only question to be asked remains the same; what is it that the Lord wants me to do here? Where ever we are the Lord has a purpose and that is to be followed through on. Jeremiah must relax in the Lord’s plan for him; there is no escape from the city for him or anyone else. There is a purpose for him, in that his being in jail in the city will open the door wider for ministry amongst the exiles because of this, whereas had he joined the Babylonians the exiles would have rejected his message.

2. GOD PRESERVES US IN THE WORST OF PLACES. Romans 8:26-28, and 1 Corinthians 10:13 apply to us all as we stand in the Lord’s geographical will for our lives. We are to serve where ever we are called, and seek only what he wants for us in the place we find ourselves.  Jeremiah still has his worst experience to come, but he knows he is with the Lord and so do we as we seek to serve our Saviour and Lord.
TOPICS

WAR

1. Wars and rumours of war will occur until the Second Advent.  Matthew 24:6. 

2. Christ is the Prince of Peace - peace will only exist in the Millennium Isaiah 2:2,4

3. The role of a government is to judge evil (Genesis 9, Romans 13).  This includes war. (Numbers 35:33, Jeremiah 34:7)

4. All wars are not in the will of God.  Eg the Crusaders attempted to restore Jerusalem before God's appointed time.

5. Eight basic principles of war:-

a) The concept of fighting for your country is Biblical. 

b) In Israel, those 20 years old and above were to train for war.  Numbers 1:3.

c) You need trained people and good weapons. Numbers 31:3-5, Luke 14:31-32, 11:21

d) Only those with a courageous, positive attitude should fight.   (Deuteronomy 20:1-8)

e) If war is to eliminate evil, then eliminate it fully.  Joshua 11:23. 

f) War is to be based on selective destruction - those responsible for evil.  (Deuteronomy 20:10-15).  It is not wholesale destruction (Deuteronomy 20:19-20)

g) Peace is a viable option if there is repentance/change.

h) You need good military leadership (Proverbs 24:6)

i) If the Christian finds a particular war unjust in relation to the Word/will of God, he has two alternatives. 

i) he leaves the country if he can. 

ii) he may have grounds to disobey the authorities  (Acts 5:29) 

6. A walk of faith is not contradictory to warfare.  Nehemiah 2:9, 4:9-20.

7. God's face is set against the war monger and against the pacifist  Psalms 68:30,  55:20, 21,  120:6, 7, Jeremiah 6:14,  8:11, 15, 14:19, Ezekiel 13:10, 16, Micah 3:5 -7.

8. Mankind will never totally destroy himself, either by war or pollution.  God has a purpose for Christ to reign  (Revelation 20:1-6).  God’s purposes will work out.
CHAPTER 38

JEREMIAH CHAPTER 38 : 1-13

1  Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. 3  Thus saith the LORD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which shall take it. 4  Therefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt. 5  Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing against you. 6  Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire. 7  Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin; 8  Ebedmelech went forth out of the king's house, and spake to the king saying, 9  My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for there is no more bread in the city. 10  Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. 11  So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 12  And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 13  So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.”

REFLECTION
1  Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying, 2  Thus saith the LORD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. 3  Thus saith the LORD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which shall take it.

Even though Jeremiah is now in the courtyard of the main prison of the city he keeps speaking the truth to all who will hear. Daily someone would have asked him, “what is going to happen prophet?” It is a traitorous act to urge a defending army to go out to the enemy, and such a statement cannot but lead to death, for it is to actively urge surrender rather than resistance. This is the word of the Lord and the prophet has said it before, but the city is now locked up securely and to suggest this will bring the full weight of the officials upon him. 

They now must act strongly against him. This is the strongest statement to date by the prophet that all resistance is doomed to failure and that the enemy will defeat them totally. It is true, but it indicates that the previous suspicions of Irijah were correct; Jeremiah was going to join the Chaldeans, and he is on their side. Jeremiah was indeed caught between two options here, for he knows their enemy is in fact the righteous one here, and he cannot be loyal to his nation, for they have been disloyal to God and so the enemy is now the servant of the Lord, not them! 

4  Therefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt.

The princes who are trying to organize the defence of the city, determined to fight to the end are appalled at Jeremiah, as his words undermine the people’s resistance and preparedness to fight. They approach the king and seek the prophet’s life. They seek permission of the king to execute the prophet publicly as a lesson to others. They cannot act without the king’s blessing and personal approval for their action. They accuse Jeremiah of seeking to injure the people by destroying their will to fight, yet Jeremiah seeks to save the people from the disaster that the princes are intent on causing by their fruitless resistance against the will of God.  Politics and Faith are in 100% conflict here.
5  Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing against you. 6  Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.

These men are filled with hatred and are intent on the prophet’s death, but they do not want a clean death for him, but a slow and painful one, and also one that will deny him any “last words” before execution. They want his voice snuffed out in a sewer hole. Notice the words of the king also here. Do they not remind you of Pilate? Matthew 27:1-2, 19-26. The king’s cowardice leads to Jeremiah nearly dying in the sewer where the princes cast him. They would have cast him in with the jibes of soldiers, “you tell us we will be lying dead like excrement on the streets, then you can have excrement!” The courtyard drain point was nothing but a sewer and was filled with soft excrement, the toilets of the entire palace draining into this place and so the prophet sank into the soft sewerage. 

7  Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin; 8  Ebedmelech went forth out of the king's house, and spake to the king saying, 9  My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for there is no more bread in the city.

One of the slaves of the king is an Ethiopian Eunuch. This man indicates the cosmopolitan nature of the courts of the day, with slaves swapped between monarchs. Egyptian and Ethiopian slaves and diplomats were common throughout this region, and had been known in Israel since the days of Solomon. This man is clearly a believer from his concern for the prophet and his words when brought before the king. He is a trusted servant of the king and he is listened to. It is clear to this man that haste is called for, and that Jeremiah will die within hours or days if he is not rescued. 

All punishment was done “in the kings’ name” and so the king cannot escape the guilt of the prophet’s death if it occurs. We also hear just how serious things have gotten by this stage. The prophet’s words of famine, and disease are now coming to pass. No-one in the city now has bread, and only the king and his soldiers are receiving the food that is left.  The harsh reality of a besieged city is seen here, for the first to be allowed to die were the wounded and sick, then the children and the old men and women, then the younger women, and finally the young fighting men.

10  Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. 11  So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah.

The king knows that there will be men there protecting the dungeon to watch the prophet die slowly, and these men will oppose any attempt to release him, as they want to see him die in sewerage. The Ethiopian is given thirty armed men to secure Jeremiah’s release. This tells us that discipline has broken down in the city and the word of the king no longer holds any weight alone, unless backed by arms. 

There are ropes(cords) to use, but first they have to use woven clothing and rotten pieces of rope to make a strop to secure under Jeremiah’s arms and lift him out. Several things emerge from this. He is stuck fast in a quick sand like mire of sewerage and considerable force is needed to dislodge him, and the prophet must wiggle himself onto a raft of rotten clothing cast in to get enough of his body out of the sticky mire to even allow the men to pull him out. The men who cast him in this hole do not intend him to emerge and have tried to ensure he cannot ever be pulled out again. The rope they used to lower him in may be used, or the soldiers may have to provide their own. The rescue of the prophet looks as if Jeremiah was close to going under the sewerage for the last time.  It was a close run thing.  

12  And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 13  So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

Ebed Melech gives instruction regarding wrapping the clothing around under his shoulders as considerable weight will be exerted on them to extract him and he is in danger of breaking his shoulder blades in such an operation. The prophet by this stage of his life is over 60 years of age, given that he was around twenty when called to ministry in 629, and it is now 586. This man is concerned not to hurt the old prophet and cares for both his rescue and his survival from the rescue. Many keen rescuers have killed the people they tried to save by careless acts intended to help.  

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. GOD PROVIDES HELP AND HELPERS WHEN THEY ARE NEEDED. This Ethiopian is a convert and is positioned to assist the prophet and does so in courage. He is a man for the moment and the Lord has such men and women ready to help his servants in their time of need.  They may only have one task to do in the plan, but they do it!  In the next chapter we will see the old prophet pray for this man and the Lord gives assurance that he will be kept safe in the fall of the city.
2. SHEER MALICE CAN BE EXPECTED AT TIMES FROM THOSE WHO HATE THE TRUTH. These men who do this evil to the prophet would be men who attended the Temple services and possibly prayed with vigour, but they hated truth. Many people love religion and practise what suits them, but they do not want to hear the truth.

3. JEREMIAH MUST HOPE IN A HOPELESS SITUATION. The Lord has provided for his rescue but as he sinks further into the sticky quick sand like sewerage he must practise faith and prayer until the rescue arrives. At times we are left literally, we may feel, “up to our arm pits in smelly stuff”, but even in such places we are to practise faith and trust the Lord for deliverance, praying always, looking to the glory of the Lord through this situation. Romans 8:28, Philippians 4:4-7, 10-13.

JEREMIAH 38 : 14-28

14  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the house of the LORD: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me. 15  Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto me? 16  So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the LORD liveth, that made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy life. 17  Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house: 18  But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand. 19  And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. 20  But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the LORD, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall live. 21  But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the LORD hath shewed me: 22  And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah's house shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and have prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away back. 23  So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire. 24  Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou shalt not die. 25  But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death; also what the king said unto thee: 26  Then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan's house, to die there. 27  Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they left off speaking with him; for the matter was not perceived. 28  So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was taken.”

REFLECTION
14  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the house of the LORD: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me. 15  Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto me?

The king would not normally enter by the “third entry” to the Temple. This was a clandestine meeting, hidden from view of the population and designed to be secret. There is no record of this gate, but it was likely one leading directly from the Palace to the Temple and so was covered and easily guarded and hidden from public view. It demonstrates just how frightened this king was, but also how much power he had lost to the princes in that he fears to openly call the prophet.

He makes it clear that he wants to ask a serious question, with no-one around, and seeks the prophet’s word that the truth will be given to him; as if the prophet has given him anything else! Jeremiah makes him swear that he will not execute the prophet for telling the truth. This is a wise precaution given this King’s track record of judicial murder and Jeremiah’s own present situation in the court of the prison. Jeremiah also observes that nothing he has said has made any difference to the king to this point, so will he obey the voice of the Lord now? 

It is a frank and interesting interchange between the two men and one which betrays the weakness of the king and the strength of the prophet. Jeremiah is still thinking and operating on the basis of logic and reason, whereas the king is thinking emotionally and operates on fear and panic. 

Fear can be a good thing if you are fearful of the right things or powers. It is good to be fearful of danger, but it pays to work out logically what is the most dangerous before you simply follow the most powerful fear, as emotion may be wrong. I have worked with people who had irrational fears of cats, or crickets, or dogs, and would have thrown themselves into the arms of murderers to save themselves from harmless animals or insects. We call such fears neurotic, for they bear no resemblance to reality but are spun from the person’s own mind. 

This is where this king is. He fears his nobles, who may kill him, but he does not fear the king of Babylon who certainly will kill him and all he loves. He does not distinguish between the large and the small and so he loses everything he values. 

It is discernment that doctrinal study gives, and spiritual growth is the only dependable way to build this survival skill. Refer below to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN CHARACTER, and also, CHRISTIAN LIFE – MATURITY, PRIORITIES, and also in the same section, THINKING BIBLICALLY.

16  So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the LORD liveth, that made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy life. 17  Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house:

The king formally and solemnly swears an oath that he will not allow anyone to kill the prophet, nor will he himself put the prophet to death.  So then the prophet tells Zedekiah exactly as he has before, but with the promise to him that if he goes out to the Babylonian princes who are conducting the siege, even now, he and his household will be spared death and the city spared burning. If this king can discover the “fear of the Lord” he may yet save his people.
Jeremiah speaks in the name of the “lord of Hosts”, a title of the Lord that reminds the king that God is the ruler of the universe and that if he places himself firmly in God’s hands he may yet see life and health and safety. The Lord alone can deliver, but the king must step out in obedience. He must express faith in action and trust God to save him from the Babylonians, the Jews who have fled his injustice, and the prince’s malice. Hebrews 11:31-34, 12:9. Refer to the BTB study below GOD – NAMES AND TITLE OF GOD, and also, GOD – NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

18  But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand. 19  And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me.

Pride is a terribly dangerous thing, for it stops men doing what is right and has them making bigger fools of themselves as they try to avoid being mocked. This man fears the earned malice of those who have fled to the Babylonian banner because of the murders committed by this king against their families. Zedekiah knows he has done evil and is now, as they used to say, “hoist with his own petard”, for his day of reckoning has come and he fears the retribution of those who have reason to hate him. The day of judgment always comes, and when men forget this fact they make fools of themselves well before any others can mock them. Neurotic fear has this king fearing the Jews who have joined the Babylonians but logic should have him being in fear only of the wrath of the one man who holds his life in his hands, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Proverbs 29:25-26, Isaiah 45:6-10, 51:12-13, 57:11.  

20  But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the LORD, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall live. 21 But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the LORD hath shewed me:

Jeremiah gives him a firm promise to cling to and urges action to save himself and the entire nation and city and temple from destruction, but this man is paralyzed and will not take the action that is needed. The right path seems so hard and procrastination seemed so easy, for it always is easy to do nothing. 

The result is that he will fall and so will all his people. He must obey; there is nothing else that will save and deliver him other than obedience. Nebuchadnezzar himself has been challenged to deal with his own pride by Daniel, in almost the same way. Daniel 4:27-37. He must hear, believe, overcome his fears, and act decisively in order to live. James 1:22, 2:14-26.   The great sadness of patterns of sin and evil is that they debilitate the person over time, to their death.
 He may believe the words of Jeremiah, but such belief will not save him or his house from death, only action that expresses faith will save them all. This man fails to act and so fails to save his household. There are two ways set before him as there are for all men and women, and each of us must choose what path we will take. Matthew 7:12-20. Without the fruit of repentance this man’s confession of faith is deemed phoney and he pays the penalty of judgment upon his house. John 15:6-10. He lacks the faith of Rahab when she hid the spies and so he is not delivered as she was when catastrophe strikes.

22  And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah's house shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and have prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away back. 23  So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.

Nebuchadnezzar himself was at Riblah fifty miles north of Damascus, conducting all military operations from there, and so his princes were in charge of the blocking siege at Jerusalem. No attempt was being made at this point to take the city fully, just undermine the walls and conduct enough active military operations to keep the defenders tied up within the walls. Even though Jerusalem had some serious fortifications, time was on the attacker’s side, and so the old king has left his “young guns” there conducting operations steadily closing the nose around the people within the city and letting famine and disease thin their ranks and lower their will to resist the final attack. 

Jeremiah then tells him the truth about the events that will follow the fall of the city. All his women of the court, including all Zedekiah’s wives and concubines will be brought out for the pleasure of the young princes. They will all be taken for death, or as slaves, but before they go they will be interrogated about the rebellion and they will all report that the king was overpowered by his advisors and he was weak and succumbed to their pressures. He sank into the swamp his lies and murders had made, and he fell victim to the “princes”; the “swamp people” amongst whom he lived! 

The terrible truth of the fate of all his children is not told this man, for he has enough knowledge of the fate of kings who rebel and do not surrender quickly to know that the enemy will take all his wives and turn them into sex slaves, and will before that likely kill all his children, so that there are none left who carry his name forever. To rebel and fail was to have your name removed from the pages of history and eternity. This man knew what it meant to be “brought out to the Chaldeans” and yet he sits on his hands and does nothing.   As we will see Nebuchadnezzar is better than expected, and saves the young princesses of the royal house and they are delivered safe to Gedaliah.
Jeremiah gives this man no way of escaping from the responsibility for the fate of the people and the city, for as king he has the final responsibility. He has enjoyed the pleasures of the court, and he has ruled with tyrannical power and murdered many to maintain his place, but now he cowers in front of his own henchmen and will not act to save them all. He bears the final responsibility for the fate of everyone and Jeremiah makes this very clear to him. If we do not fear God we will end up being scared of everything and achieving nothing but disaster.

24  Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou shalt not die. 25  But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death; also what the king said unto thee: 26  Then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan's house, to die there.

The king ends the conversation with another threat to Jeremiah; if he is quiet about this meeting then he will live, but if not the king will kill him. The king them tells him what to say when the princes approach Jeremiah to ask about the meeting, for the king knows that their spies will have found out within minutes of the meeting being over. The “suggestion” is that he pleaded not to be sent back to the pit in the house of Jonathan the scribe; that he pleaded for his life.

27  Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they left off speaking with him; for the matter was not perceived. 28  So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was taken.

Jeremiah does exactly what he has been ordered by the king and so the princes leave him alone and ask no more questions. This brings up an interesting philosophical question about lying, for Jeremiah lies here directly and forcefully. If is wrong to lie? In short the answer appears obvious, it is “yes”, yet this passage makes it clear that there are evil men and women who are not entitled to the truth from the man or woman of God who is protecting another person. 

It is bona fide to lie directly and strongly to those who intend to use the truth you tell for evil purposes. The prophet lies to evil men to protect the foolish king, for by doing that he buys time for this man to come to the place where he might make the decision that will save the city and the people. He does not act, but Jeremiah was right in lying, for the princes were not entitled to receive anything other than judgment, and so they will, to the last man. 2 Kings 25:18-21. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. JEREMIAH TELLS THE TRUTH TO ZEDEKIAH THAT HE MIGHT ACT. The prophet devotes himself to truth for salvation and deliverance of the people, but is prepared to lie to more evil men to protect the truth elsewhere. Jeremiah shows discernment, and discernment only comes from thorough knowledge and application of God’s Word into every corner of daily life over many years.  Jeremiah lies to the evil princes that they might not do more evil.  He is right to do so.
2. FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS USELESS. Zedekiah believes Jeremiah, but he is paralyzed by years of evil and sin, and so does not act at the only time he could have to save himself and his household. He will lose everything in this siege, and it is because he gave no time to what mattered earlier.

3. IF YOU DO NOT FEAR GOD YOU WILL BE SCARED OF EVERYTHING. Zedekiah was running scared by this time of the siege. His earlier corruption and violence had borne it’s fruit of hatred in the survivors of his murders, and his support for his henchmen had made them strong enough so that he feared his own thugs. By failing to fear the Lord he had become a slave to every fear imaginable and his inaction at a crucial time led to the loss of everything. The paradox of faith is that correct fear banishes all fears! If we have proper respect and awe towards the Lord God of Hosts then we can relax in all other situations we find ourselves in for we see him who guides our hand. Let us live in the fear of the Lord and so free ourselves from the neurotic fears of mankind.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

1. True Christian character is Christ like ness.  Ephesians 4:13.

2. True Christian character is produced by dealing with sin regularly. 1 John 1:5-10.

3. True Christian character is produced by feeding on God’s Word and applying it in life in the power and filling of the Holy Spirit.  Hebrews 4:1-2.

4. It is in tune with the will of God for the life, by being responsive to the Holy Spirit in all the daily details of life.  Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19.

5. Character is formed by the power of God working on an obedient, yielded life. Romans 12:1-2.

6. Character radiates God’s power and presence through the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23, Colossians 1:11.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY

Categories of Believers

1. Standpoint of Spirituality:

a) Spiritual believer - the Holy Spirit controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6b).

b) Carnal believer - the sinful nature controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6a).

2. Standpoint of Growth:

a) Baby - one who has just received Christ as Saviour.

b) Adolescent - one who has learned some doctrine but is not yet in the application state.

c) Mature - one who knows and applies doctrine and spends a maximum amount of time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3. Relationship of Maturity and Spirituality:

a) Spirituality is an absolute. The Holy Spirit either controls or He does not. One cannot be a little bit carnal. If he is carnal he is NOT spiritual.

b) Maturity is speeded up by spirituality, but a baby believer can be either carnal or spiritual, and a mature believer can be carnal or spiritual.

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

1. The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

2. The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

3. The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

4. The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

5. The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

6. The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

7. The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

1. We must think with Holy Spirit filled discernment.  Refer SPIRITUALITY.

2. Our discernment is determined by the amount of God’s Word we have read, understood and applied into our lives. Colossians 1:9-11.  Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study Colossians 1.

3. Our human IQ is of no significance in thinking biblically, for the Holy Spirit will teach us as we seek to learn and are obedient to what we learn. 1 Corinthians 1:19- 2:16. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of 1 Corinthians 1.

4. To think biblically we must apply what we know. James 1:21-25. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of James 1. There is no such thing as knowledge that remains unapplied, for such “knowledge” is simply self deception.

GOD:  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit  Matthew 28:19,20.  These titles emphasise the function of each member of the Trinity.

a) Father - the sovereign authority, who decreed the plan of salvation

b) Son - the obedient Son, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin according to the Father's will

c) Holy Spirit - the one who reveals the Son to mankind, thereby bringing honour and glory to Him

2. At the Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5.  The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

NOTES
CHAPTER 39

JEREMIAH 39 :1-10

1  In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. 2  And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up. 3  And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even Nergalsharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king of Babylon. 4  And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: and he went out the way of the plain. 5  But the Chaldeans' army pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon him. 6  Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. 7  Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry him to Babylon. 8  And the Chaldeans burned the king's house, and the houses of the people, with fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem. 9  Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to him, with the rest of the people that remained. 10  But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left of the poor of the people, which had nothing, in the land of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.”

REFLECTION
1  In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. 2  And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up. 3  And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even Nergalsharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king of Babylon.

This chapter runs parallel to 2 Kings 25, and 2 Chronicles 36, but there are personal details here that are not else-where that show God’s care for the poor and those who stood for biblical truth in times of pressure, when such loyalty to the Lord may have cost them their lives. This section is included in Jeremiah’s account to show that the words of the Lord through the prophet were fulfilled exactly and that those who stood for truth and protected the prophet were themselves protected, while those who stood against him were all killed. 

The siege had gone on for nearly two years, with undermining of the walls and occasional attacks to and fro, but on one day the defensive walls fell down as a result of the miners work. The day the walls fell is given here and 2 Kings 25, as the ninth day of the fourth month - Tammuz. With a Lunar calendar it is impossible to give an exact equivalent date to our Solar year, but the city falls around about mid July. There will be a delay while the prisoners are “sorted” and the king consulted at his headquarters in Riblah. There is a month while the captives are camped outside the city under guard, being fed up ready for their march to Babylon, and the Babylonian Army systematically loots the entire city and awaits final orders. 

The chief of staff, Nebuzaradan, of the Babylonian army, will arrive from Riblah with orders from Nebuchadnezzar on the seventh day of the fifth month – Av. In our time frame this is early August. That day the fires will be lit throughout the city and the Temple and every dwelling in the city will be burned to the ground. The walls of the city will then be systematically demolished as a defensive structure, to such an extent that over one hundred and forty years later, when Nehemiah arrives he will find so much rubble that he is unable to ride on a donkey around the city even then, such is the height of the great stone/boulders that have been cast down into the valleys. Nehemiah 2:11-18. 

The day of the burning of the Temple was the same in the collapse of the second great rebellion in 70 AD and is commemorated by the Jews today on 14 August. Notice that the princes of Babylon simply walk into the city and set up their thrones in the middle gate ready to have the survivors of the siege brought to them for sorting. There is a total collapse of resistance and the city falls quickly. 

The Babylonian troops would have poured in killing all they met who resisted and heading for the important places to seize the princes, princesses and important people. One commando unit is apparently specially assigned to rescue Jeremiah from the court of the prison. This tells us just how sophisticated the people of this day were. They had maps of the city and were able to give specific instructions to each unit to seize their objective. The intelligence section of their army was efficient and had tortured all the needed details of the city from captives, and got any other details they needed from those who came over to them.

4  And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: and he went out the way of the plain. 5  But the Chaldeans' army pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon him.

The fall of the walls occurs at the end of a day’s battle and the king from his palace sees the princes of Babylon enter the city and sees the troops pouring in and fanning out through the city. He and his closest bodyguard of men know that their game is up and they will soon all be captives. They chose, rather than die fighting with the army in the streets of the city, to flee by night through another hole in the wall down the Ophel Hill from the King’s garden area, below where today you can see the newly discovered and excavated Siloam Pool. 

The king’s men and his retinue of soldiers make a good run for it on horses and get as far as the plains around Jericho. Measure the distance in a Bible atlas and you will see that this is a fair way. The fact that the king and his sons and men were ready to escape is a significant thing in itself. People have starved to death in this city over recent months and the king has kept at least one hundred horses alive, well fed and ready to run this far! That he is ready to flee and leave his people to their fate also speaks volumes as to his self centred character.  
He would let people die so that his horses live and so he can escape! He was never prepared to fight to the end at all. Others were fighting on the walls, in the streets, and around the other gates, but he is safely in his palace and ready to flee with full provisions ready for it. He leaves his wives behind, but does take his boys, for they are all captured with him. 2 Kings 25. The flight takes at least a night and a day, and the journey up to Riblah several days. It can only be imagined what this man and his retinue think as they are marched, or ridden there. They expect death and for all but Zedekiah there will be death before the king they have insulted and rebelled against.

6  Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. 7  Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry him to Babylon. 8  And the Chaldeans burned the king's house, and the houses of the people, with fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem.

All who have been a part of counselling rebellion are then killed before the king’s eyes, and all his sons, who would have ruled after him are then slain before him so that no males member of his family remain alive. His wives and daughters are now dead or in the prisoner pen of the princes of Babylon by this stage. When he has seen everyone he trusted and spoke with for counsel, and all whom he feared killed, and his own sons slain in front of his eyes, at that point he has his eyes put out, so that the last thing he remembers for the rest of his miserable life is the death of all his sons. This man remember, will become a believer through all this at some later point, and he is mourned by the exiles in Babylon for his suffering, even though he brought it all upon himself. All this could have been avoided, but procrastination, cowardice and evil stopped him acting with integrity and truth. The entire city is ruined, with every wall having holes made in it.
9  Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to him, with the rest of the people that remained. 10  But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left of the poor of the people, which had nothing, in the land of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.

All the survivors, both those within the city and those who joined his army before the city fell, are all carried away into Babylon. None are left behind except the poorest of people, and they are given the vineyards and cultivated fields of the rich to live off and they will have to deliver their tribute to Babylonian governors annually for the right to live there. The people carried into captivity are taken after the city and temple are destroyed so that they can deliver the message of its destruction to the exiles there and all can weep together.  In grace and readiness for the Exile’s return the destruction isn’t total, as the people, under Joshua and Zorobabel, are able to rebuild the city using surviving walls to re-roof quickly.
None has been spared the disaster that Zedekiah and the princes have brought upon them, but then none deserve to be spared this great evil, for all have rejected the words of the prophet until too late to save their city and nation, but the survivors have been saved finally and they in their great distress see that the one prophet who told the truth was Jeremiah! They see that they were deceived and that all have died for no purpose whatsoever, except the pride and arrogance of their evil leadership. 

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. If you select evil you will reap evil, and there will be no escape for goodness has been rejected when you enter this road.

2. ALL MANKIND WILL ONE DAY SEE THEIR CHOICES FOR WHAT THEY REALLY WERE. The great evil of the Jewish people here is the evil shared by many today, who think that they can escape the justice of God by their arrogance. There is no escape from the consequences of sin and evil except through the Cross of Christ, and no amount of wealth will save those who reject the truth that is found only in Christ Jesus.

3. BE SURE YOUR SINS WILL FIND YOU OUT. This verse, found in Numbers 32:23, applies to those who refused to fight for their land. Zedekiah was all evil things; he was a thug, a murderer, an insulter of God’s Word and God’s man, but worst of all he was a coward, who fed his escape horses while his people died, and who fled by night through his garden gate, while his soldiers fell fighting in the streets. 

Be sure your sins will find you out! These words of Moses must have haunted this man until he died, for he lacked courage and so saw all that mattered to him die and died slow and hard in the misery he deserved. Though saved in the end like the terrorist on the cross beside the Lord, he paid terribly for his sins. Let no-one envy the lost as they apparently enjoy their days of sin, for all sins find man out!

JEREMIAH 39 : 11 – 18

11  Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying, 12  Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee. 13  So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rabsaris, and Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon's princes; 14  Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: so he dwelt among the people. 15  Now the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying, 16  Go and speak to Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished in that day before thee. 17  But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the LORD: and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid. 18  For I will surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee: because thou hast put thy trust in me, saith the LORD.”

REFLECTION
11  Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying, 12  Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee.

The prophet of God is looked after by the King of Babylon, and very specific instructions are given to the Chief of Staff concerning him. He is to be rescued, he is to be treated well, fed and clothed, and no harm of any sort is to be done to him, and he is to be obeyed in anything he requests from the Babylonians. Jeremiah receives the protection of the Lord. Psalms 23:4-5, 105:14-15, Proverbs 16:7. 

Jeremiah is blessed by the enemy, but we know his heart is full of sorrow for the evil people who would not hear his words. He proves that he has the love of the Lord for the people who would have killed him. The survivors in their camps under guard would have cried as they saw the prophet they had despised walk past them in honour and under protection.  Jeremiah’s heart at this time is seen in his short book that we call “Lamentations”.
13  So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rabsaris, and Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon's princes; 14  Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: so he dwelt among the people.

The names of these princes of the Babylonian Army are interesting, for some were names of the Assyrians 120 years before, which tells us that these “names” are more likely titles than proper names. 2 Kings 18:17. It also reminds us that the titles of one empire were borrowed by the next, and possibly even some of the surviving Assyrians were assimilated into the Babylonian army as soldiers of fortune, given their nation had been destroyed utterly by the Babylonians. 

The pro-Babylonian party in the land is headed by Gedaliah and he is made governor by Nebuchadnezzar to control the remnant that is left and deliver tribute and reports to the great king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar has turned Judah into an all but deserted “no-man’s land” between Egypt and himself. Gedaliah is rewarded for his loyalty to the Babylonian cause, and this will cost him his life later when a small group of Jewish guerrilla fighters arrive at his headquarters and he does not treat them as the real threat they are. 2 Kings 25:23-26. This event will cause Jeremiah himself to be taken down into Egypt where he will die.

15  Now the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying, 16  Go and speak to Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished in that day before thee. 17  But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the LORD: and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid. 18  For I will surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee: because thou hast put thy trust in me, saith the LORD.

We now step back in time to the days before the city falls and Jeremiah wonders what his fate will be as he is chained in the court of the prison, very likely being daily insulted by those passing through, for they saw him as a traitor to their nation. Jeremiah is concerned for his own survival, but his thoughts and prayers turn to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian who had saved his life from the dungeon sewer. This man is in fear of the Babylonians but he will be kept safe from death.
His prayers are answered regarding this man by a word from the Lord. The princes who hated Jeremiah would utter threats to end his life every day and he had very human reasons to be afraid of them. The Lord encourages him regarding his safety from them, and the safety of his rescuer Ebed Melech. The Lord knows how to deliver his own out of danger; no believer in the Lord’s service will die one second earlier that the plan calls for.  We are safe in the Lord’s hands. All the following promises were there for these men to claim and they did! Psalms 2:12, 33:18, 34:22, 37:3-7, 37-40, 41:1-3, 84:11-12, 91:14-16, 146:3-7, 147:11.  Refer to the doctrinal studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH, and also DEATH.

PASTORAL APPLICATION
1. THE LORD PROVIDES FOR AND PROTECTS HIS OWN IN TIMES OF TROUBLE. In the midst of the worst possible situations the Lord provides for his people. The issue for us in the worst places we can think of is to trust the Lord who went to the absolute worst place for us – the Cross. The one who died for us there knows how to meet our needs here and now.  Be encouraged when you fear evil, for this brave Ethiopian feared the Babylonians, but he would be delivered by the Lord and he is encouraged by the prophetic word from Jeremiah.  Our fears do not stop the Lord’s deliverance.  Faith is the challenge to see past our fears and hold to the prophetic words of encouragement.
2. THOSE WHO RISKED THEIR LIVES FOR TRUTH ARE REWARDED WITH THEIR LIFE AND LIBERTY. Baruch, Jeremiah and Ebed Melech are saved. Even though evil finds the prophet during his stay with Gedaliah with Ishmael’s murderous actions, the bad turns out for blessing with the exiles in Egypt having the opportunity to hear the word of the Lord through Jeremiah and have Baruch read them all the words of this book we are studying. Even in this there is blessing for the people, in that they hear God’s word and have the opportunity to respond to it as those win the doomed city did not. We will see the words of the prophet to those in Egypt later in the fifth section of the book.

TOPICS

DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)
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