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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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THE LANGUAGE AND AUTHORSHIP OF SECOND PETER

“No New Testament document had a longer or tougher struggle to win acceptance than second Peter.”   (Kelly, 1969, p 224.)  “It is the most problematic of all the New testament Epistles because of the doubts regarding it’s authenticity  and because internal evidence is considered by many to substantiate these doubts.”  (Guthrie, 1962, p 137.)    

These two quote are indicative of many comments about the second letter. How can we be sure about this letter? Is it genuine or is it a second century fake that should have never got into the Bible? For this latter question is raised by the liberal critics!    We believe it is by Peter and that it is Holy Scripture, but do we have a good case?

The style of the letter is that of Peter. It is vivid and powerful, full of spiritual insights and practical throughout.   Farrar notes, “it is so marked by unity and coherence, this remarkable little letter which the church could ill afford to lose, and which is full of impassioned warning and eloquent exhortation.”  (Farrar, 1882, p 183). 

There was a clear difference between the two letters that was recognised by the early fathers of the church.  Jerome placed it in the Vulgate translation but noted the difference in style, character and content. Differences were noted but they were not considered to be “fatal differences” (Green, 1968, p 22).  Some early fathers found it hard to accept but “none felt it to be spurious, in spite of the hesitancy which existed over it’s reception.”  (Guthrie, 1962, p 142, also refer, Green, 1968, p 15.)   

The style was certainly different. Note the following comments by Greek scholars. “The Greek of second Peter is grandiose, it is rather like baroque art, almost vulgar in it’s pretentionism and effusiveness. Pedantic words such as rhoizedon, and cumbersome phrases, such as hyperonka mataiotes phthengomenoi, abound.”  (Green, 1968, p 16.)   

“It is highly coloured, effusive, and pompous. It slips readily into iambic rhythms, it’s choice of words is bookish and artificial and it’s constructions laboured.”   (Kelly, 1969, p 236.)   

“There is a rugged tautology in the Greek of the second epistle very different from the smoothness of the first.”  (Farrar, 1882, p 186.)  Even though Farrar was unsure as to who it’s author was he noted that “no-one can read it without recognition of it’s power. (IBID, p 218, 219).  Like Farrar, Michael Green believes in the power of the letter and sees that the verbose style may be a form of Asiatic Greek that preferred that style.   (Green, 1969, p 18.)    

This may be correct but it makes more sense to see Peter reaching for his mental lexicon or asking advice from others about words; when you are drawing on memory to find the right word in another language you remember the most grand and poetic words, rather than the right ones, and that is the feel of this short letter. This is, I believe, a letter that he wrote without the help of the professional scribe like Silvanus!    

It is attacked by the liberal critics, as one would expect, given the content!  Remember this issue when you see a passage of Scripture attacked.   What is it speaking of?   Liberals do not like being nailed in their sins and they will attack the most powerful texts! This letter is so different from the spurious letters of the second century that it is clearly a work of the first century and from Peter, probably by this point in jail!    

Note the words of the attackers of Peter’s authorship of this letter, for their words betray them.

“Here we find the words of a second century author who writes under the name of Peter, modestly employing the apostles name in order to discredit views which he felt certain were unapostolic,   .   .   . The discrepancies of language and thought are too well marked to allow of both homilies coming from the same author”. (Moffatt, 1963, p 173-174.)
“Undeniably the Epistle presents the apostle Peter as it’s author yet it is reasonable to suppose that a follower of Peter composed the writing in the name of this great man”. (Reike, 1964, p 143.)
“The author certainly represents himself as the apostle,   .   .   .   recalling his presence at the transfiguration and his receipt of a  private communication from the Lord about his immanent death 1 : 14.”  (Kelly , 1969, p 235.)
Bigg, 1956, p 79, calls him a “forger”. At least he is honest with his views!!! He goes on, Peter “ was a married, uneducated labourer. Such a man always bears the stamp of his class. The gospels paint him as a man of slow understanding but strong convictions.” (IBID, p 54.)
“Finally when the strongly Hellenistic language and imagery of second Peter are considered it becomes extremely difficult to ascribe this epistle to Peter, the Galilean fisherman”. ( Reike, 1964, p 143, 144.)    

What arrogance these men have! They have pigeon-holed Peter as a fisherman, and in their limited experience all fishermen are stupid therefore Peter is unable to be bilingual or learn Greek over the thirty years that have passed since the Gospel days!

What was the churches view of a work written by another man claiming it was by someone else? Even though there was some acceptance of a work written, as if it came from a great person, such works were always considered second class.    

As Guthrie notes, “no advocate of a pseudonymous origin for 2 Peter has been able to give a wholly satisfactory account of the motive behind it.” (Guthrie, 1962, p 169.) 

Also Green, 1968, p 30).  “The early church was not unconcerned whether the letters were genuine or not, as is proved by the controversy over admittance into the canon. Nevertheless, the fact remains that our conventions about copyright were not those of the first century.” (Sidebottom, 1982, p 100). Pseudapigraphy (pretending to write in another's name) was frowned upon, even though “different standards of literary proprietorship prevailed in those days.”  ( Green, 1968, p 32.) 

The so called “Acts of Paul and Thekla” was dismissed as spurious by the church, and, “it was into a church exercising this sort of discrimination that we are asked to believe 2 Peter was surreptitiously inserted. I find it very hard to believe!” (Green, 1968, p 33.)
The Old Testament quotations in 2 Peter are all from Isaiah, Psalms, and Proverbs, all of which are quoted in 1 Peter.    This is a letter that appears very different from the second century fakes, it has power and purpose, and any differences can be explained by the difference of purpose to the first letter, and the situation from which it came.   

This is the last words of the apostle as he awaited death; it’s power is the Holy Spirit’s as he moved upon Peter. As a Jewish writer he draws upon Jude’s work, who as his fellow Jewish apostle was both well known to him and who thought the same way.   There is nothing sinister about the use of Jude.  (Refer to Sidebottom, 1982, pp67-69, and Guthrie, 1962, pp147ff.)
Peter was bilingual, as all Galileans had to be to work.   He had a Jewish name Cephas, but was known by his Greek one, as was his brother Andrew, a telling fact that indicates he could converse freely in Greek. For a discussion of this refer to the following.   (Bulloch, 1981, p 7, p105,  also, Stibbs, 1959, p 24, 25, 67,   and,  Kelly, 1969, p 31.)    

A fragment of a scroll from cave seven at Qumran appears to quote 2 Peter 1:15. If this is proved it indicates that this letter was known in Jewish circles well before 135AD.  White sums up the case for the letter to be Peters.  “The early church showed more care and suspicion in regard to the authorship of 2 Peter than almost any other epistle. Although most of the doubts had ceased by the end of the fourth century,  .   .   .   the evidence supports the Petrine authorship.” 

(ZPEB, Vol 4, p 727.)
With this certainty let us open this last letter of the great apostle to the Jewish people and let the Holy Spirit bring the words to life for us and strengthen us are they have strengthened all previous generations.  If Peter introduces me to a different author in heaven I will be surprised – for I see the older fisherman here on every line.   I see him here facing his own death and I draw courage and inspiration from my dear older brother in the faith – please join me in the text.
CHAPTER 1

VERSES 1 - 4

“ Simon Peter, a servant, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us, through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 2  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and goodness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4  whereby  are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Skim read the first chapter and you will be struck by the number of times Peter refers to knowledge and to remembrance.   We could write over this letter three phrases; “know these things”, and, “remember these things”, and “apply these things to your life”. Peter’s theme is, “the saving knowledge of God”. (Lumby, 1983, p 233.)
Peter introduces himself using his Jewish and Greek names, reminding us of his ministry area, and that he worked with both Greeks and Jews; indeed that he had been the one to open the door first for the Gospel to go out to the non-Jews.  Acts 10 - 11. Peter also uses two words to describe himself. The two opposites of race were, Jew and Gentile, and the two opposites of social status in the Empire were, General / Admiral and bond slave. It is these two words he brings together.    

He is an Apostle, the highest order of gifting in the church age, and yet he is also a bond slave, never to be free, belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ. In these four words we are confronted with the impact of Christianity on the world; racial division is broken down, and social class distinction is eliminated, with the great disciple of the Lord using both high and low terms and lifting both up to the heavens in service of the Lord. 
The paradox of Christian service is just this; that we are “lifted up” to serve in heavenly places, yet as slaves, but slaves to the one who “bought” us with his blood.    We are determined to serve him forever, without any hope of personal freedom, but rather we rejoice in his will for our lives instead of our own. We are never more free than when we are his slaves! We rejoice in our slavery to his will because we know what it brings with it. We are the recipients of blessings beyond words.

Peter begins this letter reminding us, by these words he selects, of who we are, and what our salvation blood bought status means. We are free of the power of sin, evil and death; we are free to serve our deliverer forever. We have received special favour from the Lord through our salvation. The word he uses which is translated, “obtained” in our text, indicates that this is something gained by the “play” of another.  

We do not earn nor deserve anything that comes with our salvation, but it is a wonderful gift. It is “precious”. Note the meaning of that particular word; it is a gift that carries with it a privilege and obligation with it. If a stranger gave you ten million dollars, you would never have to work again, but wouldn’t you ask the stranger, “what can I do for you to express my thanks?” How much more should we respond to our Saviour God who has given us all things of value?

Peter’s closing phrase, ‘our Saviour God’, in verse one would have hit his readers like a bolt of lightning. “Peter is in fact boldly taking the Old Testament name for YHWH and applying it to Jesus, just as he did in his sermon on the day of Pentecost.  Acts 2:21.” (Green, 1968, p 61.)  Peter is absolutely clear, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Saviour and our God; the doctrines of the deity of Christ, Trinity, Hypostatic union, Kenosis, are all here behind this verse, and the next. The more we know of the nature of the Lord, the more secure we will be in our faith.     

Verse two introduces another pair of words that sum up the Christian faith; grace and peace. Peter not only mentions these concepts, with which we are familiar, but he notes how they are to be found and how they become a part of the soul itself. They are to be found as we get to know the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father. As we do this these two characteristics of the genuine Christian life will be multiplied within us. 
The word for knowledge is, as we saw above, the word for “full knowledge”, that is the sort of knowledge that is found after something has been understood, believed, and applied into the life. Epignosis (full knowledge) is what we really  “know” after the final application has been made.     Wisdom comes as we apply things again and again in many different situations. Peter’s point is that every application of God’s word to life brings with it a multiplying of grace and peace within. Blessing comes by application of the living Word of the Living Saviour God.

In verse three, he tells us that we have the power we need to deal with whatever is thrown at us by the world, the flesh or the devil. God’s mighty divine power has given (perfect tense, = results go on forever) us enough spiritual resources to deal with all testing situations, and Peter writes this as he faces his own death by crucifixion. All we need for living a godly life, in this world is provided in Christ Jesus.   [Refer to Bible Topic Book for the study, “Gifts Given at Salvation”.]

We have resources that we often times do not even know about, and Peter makes it clear that we are to be blamed for not knowing! These things are given, to be known and used this side of eternity. Once again he uses the word “epignosis” (full knowledge – applied into the fabric of daily life) to underline the importance of hearing, believing and applying the Word of God. The results are glory and virtue; glory to God for what he is then going to be able to do through us as we are led by the Spirit and empowered to serve.     

Virtue is the ancient Roman/Greek concept of what is was to be truly noble, truly god-like in behaviour and mental processes. To live a virtuous life was to live a life that was characterised by moral excellence, and strength of character, so that you lived in a god like manner, above temptation, and petty squabbling about things that do not matter.

Verse four takes this point the next step forwards. Peter is trying to get these people, and ourselves, to see that the Holy Spirit empowered life is the only answer to the problem of temptation, and weaknesses of all kinds. The “normal” way people live is anything but the way Peter commands and exhorts.   Sadly most live as Lumby indicates. “Men first walk after their own lusts, then they are led by them, then obey them, and at last become their slaves.”  ( Lumby, 1893, 241.) Peter is clearly grieved, as all good men are, by the evil and sinful lives of the believers around him. They were clearly not ready to handle the testing times that were to come, for they were not living God’s way to start with, let alone living in God’s power.

Many of the words used in this verse are words from the common language of the secular and philosophical world.    Peter appears to have chosen many of these words from a dictionary, and so we must take each of their meanings as specifically as they are meant to be, in their ancient context. Many good pagan people of Peter’s day sought escape from the corruption of their world, which had become so jaded and saturated with evil as the first century progressed. Even the pagan writers complained of the corruption of morality of their day, and identified that their gods had no answers.    

Peter is saying, ‘we have the answer, but it must be lived!’ God has perfectly given his many precious promises within his Word, but they are of no value while they stay in the book, they must be applied into the lives of the believers; they must become epignosis/full/applied-knowledge!   If they are applied what will happen is amazing; we will be made partakers of God’s very nature, we will start to become like him. The result of that is that we will then escape, in the only way it is possible, from the corruption of this evil world, with all it’s powerful lusts. All the pagan writers spoke of the subject of escaping from lusts, but none could give an answer.   Peter has here. He says, “BECOME LIKE HIM!”    

How do we do that? By feeding on his Holy Word, by applying it’s principles into our lives, and so really knowing God, as we see his policies applied into our lives, and enjoying the changes this makes.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Our security and stability in life’s tests, depends upon our knowledge of, and security in, the Lord’s nature and plan. He is our Saviour and our God, the one who made us, and provided for our salvation; he is our “Saviour God”. The more we know him, the more stable and strong we become. The more we serve him in his available power the more we grow in knowledge, and the more we can apply, and then grow through. The point Peter is making is that the whole process is cumulative, and will take us upwards. Doubts and laziness in the study and application of the promises of God’s Word, will lead us downwards.

Are we prepared to take the place of the bond slave of God? Do we have this level of gratitude to our Lord for all he has done and will do for us? The place of the slave is paradoxically, the place of the friend of the Lord. John 12:26, 15:15, 13:13-17, Acts 27:23, 1 Thessalonians 1:7, Luke 16:13, Revelation 7:15, 22:3.

One commentator, reading this epistle says, “not faith, but knowledge is the theme of the epistle”.  (Sidebottom, 1982, p 105.) Is this correct? The answer is clearly “NO”, from the first verse onwards. Knowledge is Peter’s theme, but it is knowledge that works out in life; and that is practical faith, for faith without knowledge is foolishness. Peter is facing his death, and wants us all to grasp what really matters under pressure. 
What matters is to know him, who died for us. If we have a burning passion to do this we will grow in the knowledge of God and our Lord. If we fail to grow this way, we are sitting ducks for the hunters that will come to destroy the church. It remains the challenge for us all! Will we grow in epignosis, or will be lazy? Will we use the spiritual assets that God has provided or will we sit around waiting for things to happen?    

Peter is blunt; grow or be a loser! He said this in a day when to be a loser was to die without the peace of God, and to be a winner was to die with the peace and joy of Christ within as you went. It was a tough time, but we face a similar age today, and the issues remain the same. Grow believer, please be obedient and grow spiritually and be useful!

B.
PASTORAL

Are our people clear about the importance of the things that Peter emphasises in the introduction of his letter by the three pairs of key words:

Sh’mon
 Petros
=   all racial/cultural barriers are down in Christ Jesus

Apostle
Bond-slave  =  all social status barriers are down, and the highest in status takes the lowest place without embarrassment, or shame.

Grace +Peace   =   the results of spiritual growth, and service for our Lord.

Peter’s emphasis in these verses is clear pastors, is it not? He is telling us to systematically teach the Word of God so that all might know the truth, and that they might be urged to apply it into their lives. Are we doing this in our church? It is this, that Peter makes clear, for which we must give account to the Lord of Glory. The Lord’s people must hear his words so that they have the opportunity to believe and apply them! If they don’t hear the word we are held responsible, once we have preached they are responsible.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST: DEITY

TRINITY

HYPOSTATIC UNION

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD

GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

KENOSIS OF CHRIST

APOSTLE

PARAPHRASE

“Simon Peter, a bond slave, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to all those who have received as God’s special gift, the same precious, privileged faith that we have. We have received this great responsibility through the righteousness of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. May grace and peace be multiplied within you all, as you grow in the full knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. As he has given us, in his mighty divine power, all things needed to live a life of moral goodness, so that we apply the knowledge of him, to produce glory and virtue in our lives. (In order for this to occur) he has given  us magnificently amazing promises (in his Word), that by application of these into daily life, you might all become like God is in your character. (Only this way) will you escape the lusts and rottenness of this present world.”

VERSES 5 - 11

“  And besides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; 6  and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7  and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye will do these things, ye shall never fall: 11  for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Note how many similar words there are in this section to the first four verses. Peter is very repetitive in this letter, underlining his theme - REMEMBER!!!   The other word we could add, is DILIGENCE, or more correctly, BE DILIGENT!      There is an urgency to Peter’s words.  Remember the context; he is awaiting his own execution and persecution has broken out in and around Rome at Nero’s behest.   Believers are dying around Rome and will soon be facing this threat in the outer provinces and in Judea especially after the revolt against Rome breaks out less than a year after the letter arrives.
Because you are all meant to share in the divine nature: because you are meant to be like Christ, there are things that should happen in your lives. The process of Christian growth, that indicates a person is growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ is expressed by the development of the following “virtues” in the life of the believer.

a. Diligence 
throwing yourself into the study and application of scripture into life.

b Faith

the commitment of your destiny into the Lord’s hands, to his plan for you.

c. Virtues
heroic moral energy in action, resembling the behaviour and attitudes of the Lord Jesus Christ, in standing for moral excellence.

d. Knowledge
learning about all the things that scripture records so they are known.

e. Temperance
under pressure you hold yourself together in the mighty power of God.

f. Patience
standing up under pressures, so that you demonstrate hope filled confidence in the keeping power of God.

g. Godliness
obedience to God’s revealed holy standards of living.

h. Brotherly kindness
demonstrating family loving commitment to the needs of others in the world wide Christian family.

i. Charity
the agape love that practically cares for the ultimate requirements of others that they might reach their spiritual potential also.

Compare Paul’s similar lists in, Philippians 4:4-13, 1 Thessalonians 5:11-24. This passage is also to be directly related to the “Fruits (that demonstrate the presence) of the Holy Spirit”. Refer to the following passages and then re-read this section of 2 Peter. Matthew  7:15-23, 12:33, 13:23, John 15:2-16, Romans 6:21-23, 7:4-6, 9:16-23, Galatians 5:16-26, Philippians 1:9-11, James 3:17-18.

We are called, not just to have these characteristics in our lives, but to “abound” in them. We are too satisfied with mediocrity; Peter, and Paul call us to abundance. We are to be filled up and overflowing to bless others. Remember the context again here; Peter is awaiting his execution, and he is talking about “abounding”. That gives you the emphasis of these men.    Abound believer, abound! This is SO important as far as Peter is concerned, that if you are unconvinced of this principle of Scripture, stop right here, and do a word study of this concept in the following verses. Romans 5:15-21, 1 Corinthians  15:58,  2 Corinthians 1:3-7,  8:1-7,  9 :5 -11, Ephesians 1:5-8, Philippians 1:9-11, 4:10-19, 1Thessalonians 3:12-13,  4:1-2,  2 Thessalonians 1:3-5. 

We are enriched by all the Lord has given us, and he always gives, so that we might in turn give more. “Pass it on”, is the standard instruction within Christianity regarding all we have received.

In verses eight through ten Peter gives us his further incentives for spiritual growth. Verse eight identifies the effects of abundant growth - we will be effective servants, and fruitful. We are to “abound”; our cup is to run over with joy in Him and pleasure in His service.  Nehemiah 8:10.
Verse nine shows the blight that comes into a life from failure to grow spiritually - we will be living like those who are short sighted, and operating without glasses.   We are to be focused on His goals

Verse ten concludes with an exhortation to spiritual growth. If we are not fruitful, we are called two things by Peter, each referring to parables told by the Lord, which indicate the reason we are left on planet earth by him. 
First he uses the word “barren” (argos), that is, lazy and idle, rather than working as a good servant of the Lord. This refers back to his parable of the talents/lazy servant. Luke 19:11-26.   

Secondly he tells us that we are to be fruitful, referring to another teaching of the Lord that John would later record in John 15:1-17. Not to “abound” is to be disciplined by the Lord, for the Lord is overflowing in love, grace and power towards us, and loving grace and mercy towards the lost. As his servants if we are not overflowing (abounding in the Fruits of The Holy Spirit), we are not living as we MUST to really serve him as we are called to. We are left here to be fruitful and so give the gospel out; that is the only reason he has left us alive after salvation.   

If we do not do our job he will remove us from this life early and we will lose rewards! Matthew 10:38-42, 16:24-27, 1 Corinthians 3:8-15, 9:15-27, Colossians 3:1-25, Hebrews 10:35-39, 11:24-29. We have a task to perform and we are assessed on this standard in time, with opportunities for further service in time, and we can win rewards in eternity.

God wants action from us friends, he wants performance, and he wants us to live for him, not sit around waiting for him to return. 2 Thessalonians 3:5-13. What some are calling piety, Peter labels correctly, as laziness and unfruitfulness. The fruit is meant to be the work of the Holy Spirit, and it will lead to evangelistic fruit also. We are left here to lead the lost to the Saviour.     

Verse eight concludes, by reminding us that the full knowledge of the Lord will always be fruitful, for applied knowledge (epignosis) will always work out in the life and witness. That is the sign of true epignosis; it works out in the life!  This is of course James point in James 2:12-26.
If these fruits of the Holy Spirit (or evidences of the working presence of the Holy Spirit), are not present in the believer’s life it indicates that the particular believer involved is “short sighted” (muopazo). In days before glasses, to be short sighted meant that you would never be able to see what was coming from afar, and that is Peter’s point here. To be short sighted is to be able to see clearly only what is right in front of you. You lack focus in the distance. It is the perfect picture of the believer who lacks application of God’s Word into their life. They do not see the things that the Lord has for them, they do not see their role, all they can see is what in directly in front of their face. In short they lack discernment and an appreciation of their part in the Plan Of God.   They lack clarity of mind regarding the prophetic future.
Short sightedness is a dangerous thing in the midst of a great battle, for the person cannot see the masses of enemy from afar; they do not see their friends or their enemy, they cannot distinguish between things and make right choices to keep themselves safe. This is the lot of the believer who does not apply the Word of God to life. They are a danger to themselves, and if they are leaders, they are a danger to others for they lack the discernment to keep themselves, or those they lead safe in the Angelic Conflict.

Another result of spiritual blindness (short sightedness) is also the associated amnesia about crucial doctrines. What you do not use you lose. This principle applies in both the physical realm and the spiritual; study done for degree is soon forgotten, and after a time of lack of use of knowledge we can recall less than ten percent of what we once knew in order to pass an exam. A muscle that is not used will shrink and be unable to be used with strength if not exercised regularly. Just so with the doctrines of the Lord’s Word for us.

What is it that Peter says these slack believers forget? The passive tense of the verb reminds us that these believers receive forgetfulness, because they do not receive and apply doctrine regularly. Once again, apply the principle in the physical realm so you see Peter’s point. You receive a big roll of fat around your middle if you do not work on training your abdominal muscles. You don’t have to do anything to receive fat into the body except just live and eat food. Fat just comes with sloth and laziness, and lack of exercise, so forgetfulness just comes, with spiritual slackness and laziness, and lack of application of God’s Word to your life.

What the believer receives when they lack spiritual sight through lack of application is a forgetfulness regarding the forgiveness of their own sins. They start to doubt their deliverance, they doubt their salvation, they doubt their being kept saved, they doubt their position in Christ. There are two alternatives for the believer; to live in the sphere of life of applied doctrine, or live in the sphere of life with grave doubts. We will either be robust in our faith, or paralysed by doubts.    

When facing testing times, and places of great pressure, “Doubting Castle” is a bad place to be imprisoned by your own laziness and slackness. John Bunyan’s great classic, “Pilgrim’s Progress” sums this principle up well. Break out of the prison of doubts believer! Break out of the jail of your own slackness, and start to feed upon the Word of God again, and apply it to your life. “A Believers robust spiritual growth confirms that God has called and chosen them. The blighted condition pictured in verse nine destroys such assurance.”  (Hiebert, 1984, p 51.)    

Under pressures we need to have full assurance of our spiritual life and feel it’s power within, or else we will crumble.    Peter calls us to robust faith, not the weak and the sickly “easy believism” of his, or our own day. Remember the analogies that the early apostles used to refer to the Christian life; they referred to the life of the farmer, the athlete and the soldier. All three professions work in all weathers, rise early to start their day, train hard at all times, and do their job no matter what the opposition, be they the natural elements or the attacks of other men. If your faith walk does not feel like the life of the farmer, an athlete or a soldier, then you are probably not living as the Lord intends you to!

Rather than continuing in slackness, Peter calls us, in verse ten, again to diligence (that military word again - spoudazo).    In effect Peter is saying again; ‘throw yourself into your Christian life, no half measures’. Throw yourself into the Christian life with the zeal of a man fighting his last battle on earth and wanting to do his best in the eyes of his commanding officer. What does he mean, ‘to make our calling and election sure’? From God’s perspective our eternal security cannot be more secure, for our lives are hid with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3, John 6:34-40. Also refer to the doctrine of Eternal Security in the Bible Topic Book.   

What then does Peter say here? Look closely, and see that what he is saying is for the believer to take action, so that they will know that their faith, and position in Christ (election/choosing) is secure. By walking with the Lord in daily life you are constantly being reminded of his word and presence, and so your faith has reality. It is like a human friendship; you may love a person, but if you never are having any more than a series of short conversations with them, that love will grow cold and you will start to doubt it. It is the closeness and intimacy of conversation that strengthens all relationships, and makes you sure and stable in your assurance of an individual’s love for you. Just so with our relationship with the Lord; his love for us is stable and sure, but we build our assurance of his great love in and through our daily walk with him.  

If we do these things, Peter says, we will not stumble and fall off the path. He uses what we would call a “hikers” word here, referring to the stumble that occurs on a steep or rough path when we wander away from the centre of it, and fall off into the scrub and thorns. Too many believers end up in the scrub and thorns today, because they will not walk the walk! They will not take the Word of God daily and apply it into their daily life.

Many ask, ‘how can we enter into the blessing of the Lord?’ Peter says, ‘this is the way!’ The life that is daily focused on how the Word of God can be applied into every detail of life is the life that will see the door open to the blessings of God upon that life! Peter says in verse eleven, the door of heaven’s blessings opens when we do these things. By living this way you truly enter into the blessings, opportunities and privileges of his eternal kingdom. Kingdom living is defined here. It is to live each day in the living reality of the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in your life, by feeding on and applying his Word into the daily details of our lives.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

“Peter is calling for an attitude of eagerness and zeal, the opposite of sluggishness and self indulgence.” Like James, James 2:20, Peter is calling for faith to work out in life.  “Peter is anxious that they do not frustrate the grace of God by resting content with faith without works.” (Hiebert, 1984, p44.)    

If a believer has no “diligence”; if they are not zealously eager to feed on the Word of God, then there is serious doubt as to their salvation. It is a contradiction in terms for a believer to be thankful for their salvation, and also lazy regarding hearing the words of the Lord who gave his all for them! Let us all test ourselves on this matter. If we do not have zeal for His Word, we are out of fellowship with him, and that must be addressed by confession of whatever sins have separated our heart from His!

David Stern notes of this passage. “Try your hardest, and try even harder to add these qualities to your faith. Faith saves, but not if so called ‘believers, are merely passive spectators of their salvation, for then they are barren and unfruitful (John 2:14-26), and fail to make their being called and chosen a certainty. Instead they deceive themselves into thinking they are saved when they are not (see Hebrews 6:4-6). The only way to be certain one will enter the eternal kingdom of our Lord and deliverer Yeshua the Messiah, is by letting God act through you as you develop the qualities named in vv5 - 7.   For similar chains of qualities see, Romans 5:2-4, 8:29,30, and in the Apocrapha, Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20.)” (Stern, 1992, p 756.) 
We are all called to be “fruit inspectors” of our own lives, 2 Corinthians 13:5, and the list of fruits in this section of 2 Peter, is one that we can use for these daily “audits” of our spiritual status. Are we abounding in these things? We are called to abound, to overflow with the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and so, be the witness to the unsaved that we are meant to be.  Remember Jesus words in Matthew 7:13-23, as “fruit inspecting” is not an optional extra.
Many have asked, ‘why don’t we hear from God?’, but they are out of spiritual range due to sin or laziness. “We learn Him, as we live with Him and for Him.” (Moffatt, 1963, p 182.) “A flourishing spiritual life is a safeguard against failure.” (Hiebert, 1984, p 52.)  Many today appear to be keen to know the Lord, they are keen to learn about him, but their knowledge is only ever, in Peter’s terms, gnosis. He calls us to application, to take what we know about the Lord and apply it, producing epignosis; the full knowledge that is applied into daily life so that we are changed by it.

Verse eight reminds us that, “ethical living produces a spiritual harvest. Christians often desire fruit in their lives but fail to understand that it comes from a prior commitment to godly living.” (Mounce, 1982, p110.)  Let us be obedient to our Lord’s words, for only then can we truly fellowship with him. We cannot be living in disobedience to him, and expect our faith to be real for us. Reality comes as a fruit of obedience, and application. Stop being play actors with faith on Sundays, start to live and walk with Christ every moment of every day.

The challenge of Peter is to live with the focus of the farmer, the athlete, or the soldier. All life that falls short of the robust standard of service that is in these three areas, falls short of God's standard, and we must be corrected and “toughen up”. Are we making our calling and election “sure” by each day’s walk with the Lord, or are we walking in such a way through daily life that we are undermining our own faith and stability? Let us draw near him daily and serve him with praise, and obey his word, applying it into life, in order that we might have a growing assurance of our salvation and eternal destiny.

Open the door to kingdom living, by obedience to the Lord who gave himself for you. Give yourself, every second of your day to him, and so he will bless and lift you up, and then you will daily know what it is to live as a member of the kingdom. We are in His Kingdom already through faith in him, we are all members of his royal family. Peter says, “live like it brethren!” Catch the excitement of kingdom living and JUST DO IT!

B.
PASTORAL

How zealous are our people for the living Word of God? If they are not at the level that Peter indicates should characterise the “normal” Christian life, then we must ask ourselves as pastors, are we preaching as we should?

We are to take seriously the Lord’s demand that we check out the fruit of those who would serve him in the church. If a person does not demonstrate the fruits of the Holy Spirit in their daily lives, then they are either not indwelt by the Holy Spirit, or not walking in the Spirit’s filling. Whatever the reason, they must not be given roles in the church; instead, they must be commanded in the Lord’s name to repent, and set their lives (back) on the right course. 
If we do not resemble him it is because we have not met him and walked with Him properly. All who meet the Lord are transformed by their meeting. No transformation of life = no genuine meeting with him = no salvation, or possibly no sanctification. This must be preached solidly, so that people have a holy fear of falling short of God’s standards, rather than the slackness, and casualness, that all too often is the situation within the churches. 

The battle we are engaged in is a real one, and the results for a believer of getting it wrong are serious; eternal loss of rewards, and in time misery and doubt filled days. The Lord’s intention is that we live now in the power and glory of his eternal kingdom, and banish all doubts and anxieties by our living fellowship with Him every day. We either have the reality of the presence of the Lord or the reality of anxiety! Do our people understand the root of anxiety? Do they see its remedy? This is Peter’s message, and if we stand on the realities of the apostolic faith it must be ours also!

Eternal Security is a doctrine that if taught as Peter teaches it here, will produce the deep desire to work in the service of the Lord. It produces service that is rooted and grounded in the stability of the soul that knows they are saved and have an eternal destiny secure in Christ Jesus. Service becomes a daily hymn of praise to the one who has delivered them from death. Are we seeing that in our church? If not, it can only be that they have not heard the truth from us as pastors!    
Catch the glory of kingdom living in your own life pastor, and then urge all who the Lord has given you to follow your example, as you follow the Lord. Catch the fire, catch the glory, and catch the spirit of kingdom living! LIVE for him each day, and enjoy the stability, the peace that passes understanding, and in the excitement of that speak to all you meet, about your great and glorious hope.
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PARAPHRASE

“For this very reason, throw yourself into (your daily walk with the Lord), like a soldier who is facing potentially his last battle, and so supply even more to your soul, (for further service). Add to your faith in Christ, moral excellence of character in all details of life, to moral excellence, add the information you need about the Lord, and to it add moral fibre;  under pressure hold yourself together,(and apply what you now know to the situations you face). Add to this inner strength, continuing hope filled endurance under pressures. To endurance, add godliness, (by holy obedience to his revealed standards for daily life). To godliness a real brotherly kindness (that practically shows loving care to all your fellow believers in needs of any kind). To brotherly kindness add the love (that thinks first of the eternal benefits that can be given to others, rather than doing things for selfish reasons.) For if these things are in your life, and keep on increasing, they will ensure that you are neither inactive in your spiritual duties, nor unfruitful in your spiritual work. (With these things active in you, you will see the result of your knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ as it works out in your life and witness). The person lacking these things is spiritually short sighted, (they cannot see what is coming, or anything that isn’t in front of their face). They end up even forgetting the nature of the Lord’s deliverance of them from their old sins! Rather (than have this instability plague your lives), therefore at every point in your life, thrown your self into living spiritually, in close daily fellowship with your Lord, walk close to him daily, and so be sure of your calling and election.      Do this and you will not fall off the path (that the Lord wants you to walk down here). This is the way to live so that you truly enter through the door our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ has opened  into kingdom living now, with all it’s privileges and blessings  right now,  and also eternal blessings later.”

VERSES 12 - 18

“ Wherefore, I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 13  Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up, by putting you in remembrance; 14  knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle; even as  our Lord Jesus Christ hath shown me. 15  Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance. 16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty. 17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, ‘This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased’. 18  And this voice, which came from heaven, we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Go back and re-read the first letter of Peter, Chapter one verses 10-12, and you will see where these first three verses refer back to. The mockers had come into the church even back then. There were many who denied the basic elements of the apostolic faith. They no longer believed in the reality of the Lord’s return, (as these false brethren still do today), and they mocked those who clung to the apostolic faith in the parousia.

As we face death we confront the acid test of what we truly believe, and we see fully what we believe about what our destiny truly is. Peter’s desire for the people he led was that they might be grounded and firmly established in the truth that he was prepared to die in.

“Whenever I see you I will teach you these things”, he says, because they are so vital. Why?  Because at any time the believers may be called to account before the authorities and be faced with the choice to stand for their Lord and die, or deny him and live.  He wants to thoroughly wake them up to this reality, and the reality of the previous verses, of loss of rewards if we fail to live as the Lord intends. Peter wants them to have an apostolic view of the nature of death, for only that we keep them stable and secure in the midst of persecution.

Death to Peter is simply like changing clothes, or swapping one tent for a better one. He uses words in these verses that illustrate the mature Christian attitude to death. It is changing clothes, or swapping a tabernacle for a temple. Both words used by Peter illustrate an improvement that is expected. The Tabernacle of the Exodus was a beautiful thing but it was simply a tent, whereas the Temple was a great and fine building; just so the leaving of this body is swapping a fine tent, that hopefully we have looked after and enjoyed, for a far better form of living with the Lord in heaven.    

The other analogy is equally suggestive of advancement. You only changed clothes in the ancient world because you had an important meeting to go to. Peter is saying, I have an appointment with my Saviour, and I am ready to change these clothes (this body) for another set of clothes, and go to the meeting that the Lord told me I had to keep all those years ago. He refers back to the words of the Lord, still at the point of his writing not recorded in a Gospel. 

John would later record the words of the Lord in John 21:18-19.  He, like his Lord would suffer the agonising death of crucifixion, but Peter, feeling unworthy to die in the same way requested that he be killed upside down. The Romans, always keen on a bit of variation, obliged, and so they killed Peter, after first killing his elderly wife in front of him.

The horror to us, as we contemplate this, was well known to Peter, for he had seen many crucifixions; yet his mind is clear and his heart stilled. It is recorded by the early church that he called out to his wife, as she died on her cross, to keep thinking of her Lord and so to die bravely, which she did. Peter goes on in this passage before us to refer to his death as an “exodus”. What does he mean, and why use this word?

He writes to Jewish believers who would have immediately turned back in their Old Testament scriptures to the story of the Exodus; his reference to tabernacle would have already given them this clue. Life on earth is a learning time, a time for service and a time for spiritual growth under trial, but we are not meant to feel “at home” here! For our true home is heaven, and it is there we are meant to live forever, just as the Israelites “Promised Land” was Israel, the wilderness was to be wandered through, but the goal was Israel. Just so with us; our goal is heaven, and heavenly rewards, not prosperity, or an easy life down here!

In verse fifteen he uses his favourite word, spoudazo, again. He is going to thrown himself into the teaching process right up to the end of his life. I want you to have this information, he says,  “in your power”. An interesting phrase, which underlines the importance of Bible doctrine; it is powerful! I want you to have this information and be able to use it.    Peter is saying here, “ I want you without excuse before God, if you don’t do these things!” This is the pastoral role, to warn and exhort, and encourage, so that the flock has the information that it needs to apply and keep themselves safe.    Then if they don’t apply the word they cannot blame anyone but themselves. The message given is trustworthy, Peter says in the next verse, and must be followed or else you may end with deep sadness and disaster.

In verse sixteen, Peter uses the strong word, translated, “eye witnesses”. It was a Greek word signifying those who had entered into the sacred mystery religions, and fully known them, and had seen the pagan god’s theophanies. It was the word to say, “we know this, and without doubt, we have seen God”. He refers back, in his walk with the Lord to the events on the Mount of Transfiguration. We saw a glimpse of his majesty, Peter says, and it was the power and majesty that drove us to our knees. A right view of the Lord will protect us under pressure, for we follow the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. We are on the right side of history, with the winner as our Lord. Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9, 1 Timothy 6:15,  Revelation 19:16.

Verse sixteen also underlines what Christianity is emphatically not. It is not a set of pleasant fables or myths! Our faith is not cleverly put together stories for a moral purpose. Christianity is not fables told to enable people to live better lives down here! Living pleasant and moral lives on earth is a by-product of Christian teachings, it is not the purpose of them!    The purpose of the teachings of the Lord is that we might be readied for heaven; the focus is always heavenly! As the Exodus generation’s focus was on the land of promise, not the desert they were wandering through, so our focus is to be upon heaven, which is our destination.

The word for ‘followed’ used by Peter underlines this point. He uses the very specific word, exakolutheo, which means to follow out(ex) of something, and to go to another place altogether. We have a destiny, and that is our goal, and it is heaven. Living here is about witnessing, serving, and living according to God’s purposes, which are focused on readying us for heaven. Prosperity on earth is not the purpose, nor should it be a goal of life, yet so many believers live like pagans, trying to become the wealthiest person in the cemetery. What a foolish thing!     

Peter says, don’t follow after myths, follow after the truth that is in Christ Jesus. That truth is about our ownership, role, and our destiny; we are owned by the Lord (he paid the price for us with his precious blood,) he has a role for us here, and we have an eternal destiny in heaven with him.

The father’s testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ is the testimony that Peter intimates we should also be hearing on entry into heaven. The father “delights” in the Son, and his desire for us, his will for us, involves our fulfilling our mission here as our Lord did, and so receive the “delight” of the father in us also. Catch the fire of this believer!

 We heard the voice from heaven, Peter states bluntly, and we stand, in our faith, ready to die because we are this sure of it’s divine foundation. These last two verses in this section are simple, straight forward testimony from the great apostle. Do we believe this or don’t we? The liberal arm of Christendom does not believe this, they assign the words of the apostles to the realm of “myth”. 
Choose your company this day believer. Do you stand with Peter, or with the liberals who doubt him! If you choose to stand with Peter, and Paul and all the others, then live like them! He has given us the tools to do that in this section.  I am with Peter, in life and death.
APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

The believer’s death is not a tragedy.   It is the start of a new thing. “To believe in him at all, is to believe everything he has promised. Our Exodus is a glorious beginning, not a tragic ending.” (Mounce, 1982, p 116). Let us all examine ourselves in light of the things that Peter identifies are the hall marks of true focus. Do we see the things of earth as temporary? 
Do we see the years of our life here as “wanderings in a desert place”, or do we live here as if it is our promised land? Do we love this world? (John 17:14-25, 18:36 - 37). Remember, Satan is the “prince of this world”, and those who love it are lovers of what he can give, rather than what God provides!  John 12:31, 14:30, 2 Corinthians 4:4, 2 Timothy 4:10.

How clear are we today on the purpose of our life, and our life’s goal? Do we see this life as a wilderness wandering with the goal of reaching the promised land of heaven, or are we getting too comfortable here? Is our focus on our place in heaven?  Peter is calling us to “heavenly mindedness”; the very thing that some today say is ‘of no earthly use’, yet Peter argues is the key to our role being fulfilled on earth. If we are “heavenly minded”, we will be of earthly use to the Lord, for we will be focused on fulfilling our heavenly warrant. 
Like all officers of every Army, and all ambassadors of every foreign country we have received a “warrant” with our new position and role. We will fulfil our “warrant of appointment” by trying to please the one who called us, commissioned us as his ambassadors. The true officer, or ambassador, will be thinking only of bringing glory to his Lord’s name, and finally, through a life of devoted service, they will dream of having him delight in them. 
My brethren, let that be us! Catch Peter’s vision, for it is the one the Lord gave him, and it must be ours, if we would be a “delight” to the one who shed his precious blood for us!

B.
PASTORAL

“Age had not lessened the zeal of Peter’s concern for others. Even though his martyrdom was just around the corner, he continues to give himself without reserve for the benefit of those entrusted to his care.” (Mounce, 1982, p 115.) Do we neglect to stir people up, and so return them to their roots in apostolic faith?   Peter was always reminding the Lord’s flock of the Lord’s teaching, that they might walk the Lord’s way, and so receive the Lord’s protection and the Lord’s rewards!  This is our task still!

Heavenly mindedness is mocked by many today, yet it the heart of Peter’s message to us all. He urges us to see things God’s way rather than our own. Is this the message our people hear from us as pastors? Do they see the importance of distinguishing between the “rewards” of time that the world can give, and the blessings of eternity that God gives to those who love and serve him? Do our people see the temporary nature of what the world gives, or they too easily seduced by the pleasures of sins of the moment?   Hebrews 11:25.

Can we say the things Peter says here in this section? Have we informed the flock of the things that Peter urges here be taught? Have our people heard the doctrines of life and death that Peter lays out before his people? It is on this ground that we will be judged; can any member of our church look us in the eye as they die and say, ‘pastor you never told me about this! If they can, and we cannot answer, ‘I taught it, but either you failed to attend, or failed to apply’, then we have failed in our duty before God.

 A person’s focus and goals determines what they will reach in the race they run. If we do not teach in such a manner as to clarify the issue of the people’s focus of their mind, and ensure it is on heaven, then all they do will be “off the mark”. Remember that sin is defined as, “missing the mark”, “falling short” of the standard. Can you see why that concept is the definition of sin now? 
We “miss the mark” because we have the wrong perspective on things; we are distracted and “fall short” because we do not aim where we should, we do not set our goals in terms of heavenly reality.    By our teaching we must raise our people’s sights. We must get them to see the heavenly reality and identify the temptations of time for what they are; the side track of the “prince of this world”, and the deviation that leads away from the path of the “Lord’s delight”.

DOCTRINES

WORLD

WORLDLINESS

HEAVENLIES IN CHRIST JESUS

ETERNAL LIFE

REWARDS AND CROWNS  

PARAPHRASE

“For these reasons, I will never, ever in the future, neglect to fulfil this duty to you. I will, at all times we are together, keep on reminding you of these things, even though you know them, and are permanently established or grounded in this ever present truth. Yes, indeed, I believe it is the right and proper thing to do, that as long as I live in this bodily tent, to waken all out of sleep, and remind them of this truth. (I am especially stirred up about these things because) I must shortly change these earthly “clothes” for a heavenly body, even as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me (all those years ago). Moreover, I will keep on throwing myself into this task, to ensure at even after my death (exodus) everyone keeps on being reminded of these truths. For we have not followed after cunningly invented and developed fables or myths; when we told you of the majestic power and glorious coming of the Lord, we were giving you an eye witness account, for we saw his majestic glory (that day on the Mount of Transfiguration). For he received from the father divine honour and majestic glory, and  (we heard there) there came from the glorious heavens such a voice to him saying, ‘this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’.    And this voice, which came from the heavens, we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount of Transfiguration.”

VERSES 19 - 21

“ We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts. 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

What can be more sure than the very word of God coming from the heavens? What can be more sure than the memory of an actual event that you were the eye witness of?  Peter says that the living Word Of God is more sure than even his dramatic transfiguration experience.

Memory of great events may be wonderful, even as here, at the highest level of glory, yet memory fades, but the more sure testimony of God's glory is in his Word which goes on and on, ever with us to encourage and strengthen. Peter uses a very strong word for, ‘more sure’, underlining that the Word of God is far above personal experience. What a challenge this verse is. Is the Bible to us, more real than our experiences? For this is the demand that Peter makes upon us. If we lack this certainty we lack apostolic faith. For the men on the mount with Jesus that day, the scriptures they held in their hands were more real than the memory of that unique event!

If Peter took heed (listened, learned from and applied) of the events of the mount of transfiguration, then so much more ought we to pay attention to the things that we see, hear, or read within the Scriptures. This is Peter’s message to future generations. Trust the word above your experiences, even if they are at the level of the ones we had! This becomes vital when we confront the signs and wonders of the false prophets that Peter will warn of in chapter two.

Verse 19.  You will do well was the normal way in the papyri of saying please. (J H Moulton)  It is a similar usage to James 2:3. Peter is polite but very powerfully urgent in his words here. This will become a matter of life and death after John’s death. With the death of John the last eye witness to the events of the Lord’s ministry would be gone, and the surety of the words of scripture needed to be given the same status in the church as the verbal memories of the apostles who still lived at the time Peter wrote this letter. Peter is saying, you do not need us, you only need our testimony, and we, like all the others, have recorded these things for your benefit, in the scriptures.     

“The transfiguration bears witness to the permanent validity of the Old Testament. . . . . . .  We are on a pilgrimage throughout our lives in this dark world.   God has graciously provided us with a lamp, the Scriptures. If we pay attention to them for reproof, warning, guidance and encouragement we should walk safely. If we neglect them, we shall be engulfed by darkness. The whole course of our lives ought to be governed by the word of God.” (Green, 1968, p 87.)
Peter appears to then become quite poetic in the last part of verse nineteen. What is he saying? Let us look at each of the elements he refers to.

1. 
Light shining in a dark place. - This is a clear reference, first to the Word of God, which from the Psalms was referred to as “light”. Psalm 43:3, 119:105, 130, Proverbs 6:23. It is also, and primarily a reference to the presence of the Lord amongst his people.   

First in the Exodus, the Lord was the pillar of fire that gave light to the people, Exodus 13:21, 14:20. Light was also the symbol of the presence of the Holy Spirit, through the lamps that burned with the pure olive oil in the Temple. Exodus 25:37, 27 : 20.    

David could say, “the Lord is my light and my salvation”, Psalm 27:1, 36:9, 89:15. 

The prophets spoke of the Lord’s coming as light Isaiah 9:2, 60:1 -20, and finally the Lord refers to himself as the “light of the world”. John 8:12, Matthew  4:16, 5:14, John 1:4-9, 3:19-21.

2. 
Day dawn. - The day dawning, in the context of the use of light in the Scriptures, then can refer to only one thing; the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the “day star”, the morning star which heralds the coming of the dawn, the end of the dark night of history. This image gives us the correct viewpoint of history. This present age is like the hours of darkness, where the believers have only the light of the Lord’s presence in their hearts (or in Israel's case in 
the Exodus, his presence in the cloud and fire), and the light of his Word. Even with this light for our lives, we are still living in darkness. The real light only shines, the real purposes of God in the creation are only seen once the dawn breaks on the Messianic Age, with the king here and ruling on the earth.

3. 
Day star. - This is the Lord Jesus Christ. First referred to as such by Moses, Numbers 24:17, and in several of the apocryphal books written between the Old Testament and the start of the New. Testament of Levi 17:3, Testament of Judah 24:1- 5, both of which make it clear that the Jewish people considered the Messiah to be the “Morning Star”.   Both these date from before the Lord’s birth.

4. 
Arise in your hearts. Until he returns to rule on earth, we need to have his living presence within our hearts. That is Peter’s prayer for these people; that they may awaken to the reality of the rulership of Messiah in their hearts each day.    This is the desire of the Lord for each of us, that he might rule in our hearts each new day, in this spiritually dark world.   Colossians 3:15.

“However high it’s civilisation may rise, this world, in it’s wilful alienation from God, who is light (1 John 1:5), lies in the darkness of sin, ignorance, despair, death.” (Hiebert, 1984, p 162.) This is the divine view of history, and we are recalled to this viewpoint by Peter, who urges us to let the light of God shine in our hearts. He then moves on to the subject of interpretation of the Scriptures. The light is meant to shine into our hearts, but due to the sinfulness of men it may be “refracted” by false methods of interpretation, and so be twisted to mean things it does not.   Peter will go on to warn of this in his last chapter, verse 16. Psalm 56:5, 

“A text out of it’s context, is a pretext”. So said Dr David L Cooper, the great Hebrew scholar, and, Peter underlines this principle in verses 20 -21. He also identifies that the writers of Scripture were not just like ships being blown along by the wind (this analogy is a good one only if taken fully, as we will see below); inspiration is a process that involves the Holy Spirit working with the dedicated and open life of the writer. In just the same manner as the writers were empowered by God, just so we are to be led along in our interpretation; by the power and teaching ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

The first thing to know about interpretation is, says Peter, that it is not to be a “personal” thing. To us, who have been brought up in a post reformation age this warning is a shock, for we have been brought up with the concept that each believer is to sit with the Scriptures and interpret them for them self. We are so brain washed about this, and the reason was a good one; in the corrupt mediaeval church the priests alone were allowed to read scripture, and tell the people what it meant. They lied, and the reformers reacted to this and we have inherited a false view that each person may interpret the scriptures for themselves; for my brethren, it IS false! The truth is neither the view of the corrupt mediaeval church, nor that of the reformers; it is the apostolic viewpoint. So let us carefully see what that is.  Jude 3.
The words used by Peter are specific. We are forbidden to interpret Scripture with reference to ourselves alone. We are not to make private interpretations. The Scriptures come within a biblical tradition, and they are to be read and interpreted within that biblical tradition. Scripture is to be interpreted by scripture, each text being taken within its context, and compared to others. If one passage of Scripture directly interprets a previous passage, then that is to be taken as the correct interpretation. We are always to be corrected by the words of Scripture, we are not to come to the Scriptures and tell them what to say, or interpret things to suit ourselves.

So the first principle of hermeneutics (Biblical Interpretation) is that there is to be no private, self centred interpretations of Scripture, each passage is to be taken in the context of the entire revelation of God. The second principle is now given in verse 21. As the writers were moved along by the Holy Spirit, so are we to be as we read their words. The words of scripture are Holy Spirit breathed, and they are to be heard in the Spirit’s power, and applied by Him to our lives. 2 Timothy 3:14-17, John 16:13. There is no interpretation without the commentary of the tradition of the prophets and writers of scripture, and there is no interpretation without the Holy Spirit’s power, either then or now.

It is not our will that is revealed in the Scriptures, it is God’s Will for us. It is to be known only God’s way, and through his means, and in his Holy Spirit’s power. The word for being “moved” is the word that sums up the two way process of the writing, and interpretation, and application of Scripture. It involves being moved along by the power of something greater, but also it involves the concept of volition (will), with the one being moved positioning themselves so that the greater power can move upon them with effect. 
The sailing ship will only be moved along by the wind if it positions itself into the wind, and the crew sets its sails. It is to be just so with us. We are only moved along by the Holy Spirit, if we are correctly positioned; we are, “in Christ Jesus”, and “in fellowship” through confessions of any sins. Even then we will not be moved along, unless we open ourselves to God’s Word, by positioning ourselves where it is being taught, and we pay attention and apply it to our lives. Those who are serious with God, and take his word seriously, are “carried along”, by the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives; only then do they become useful to God, and are blessed by God. John 3:6, 6:63.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

In days when people seek signs and wonders to establish their faith Peter challenges us to see that the “sign of the scriptures” is more powerful that the greatest of all experiences known to man. Peter saw the Lord glorified, yet he says of it that the Scriptures are a “more sure word”. Do we have the love and passion for the Scriptures that Peter clearly had? Do we value them as he did?

Once again Peter has challenged us about our attitudes towards this world and the things in it. He has, throughout this chapter, reminded us that we have in this world no lasting assets. He has reminded us that this world is a dark place, and nothing here is worth giving our energy for and obtaining. Our destiny is not earth bound, it is heavenly, and we are here to serve our Lord alone, to win eternal reward not obtain earthly glory. Hebrews 13:14. Is this our mental attitude or are we side tracked by the desire for earthly success?

Has the Lord risen and does he rule in our hearts as the king of our soul? He is King of Kings and Lord of lords, but does he rule within us? This is Peter’s challenge to us. He will return to rule, but until then let us ensure he rules within our hearts every day we are in this dark world. Let us take his word seriously and let us interpret it correctly. We are to do things God’s way not our own.

There is no correct interpretation of the Scriptures without the rest of the Scriptures being taken into account, and there is no correct interpretation without the Holy Spirit’s empowerment within the believer’s life. Let each of us ask two questions regarding the two clear principles of biblical interpretation contained in this section. 


1.
Do we know enough of the scriptures to be able to compare Scripture with Scripture?

2.
Do we walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, so that we do not hinder his work of interpreting the Scriptures to us?

If we cannot answer “yes” to both these questions we are not living as the Lord has directed us to!

Green may go too far in the following quote, in eliminating the clear teaching of Peter regarding interpretation, but he hits the mark regarding the Lord’s requirement for our working with Him. “Peter is not talking about interpretation but authentication.   .   .    .   he is talking about the divine origin of Scripture not about it’s proper interpretation.   .    .    .The author is not concerned with what they felt like or how much they  understood, but simply with the fact that they were the bearers of God’s message.   .   .     For revelation was not a matter of passive reception; it meant active co-operation.   The fact of God’s inspiration did not mean a supercession of the normal mental functioning of the human author. The Holy Spirit did not use instruments, he used men.” (Green, 1968, pp 90 – 92.) Let us, “step up to the plate”, and be ready for the Lord’s use.

B.
PASTORAL

As pastors, are we sounding like Peter in our teaching? Is the emphasis that we have seen in this section, the emphasis that our people hear daily from us? If not, then we are completely out of order! This is the apostolic faith, and it is in this that we must stand or else we become “reprobate”. 2 Timothy 3:8, Titus 1:16.

Have we been influenced more by our theological training than we have by apostolic teaching? All too many vigorously maintain the teaching of the reformers without letting the scriptures correct them. We must guard against reading our preferences into the scriptures, but rather let the scriptures correct our education!

The two principles of inspiration/interpretation are to be a part of our own daily study and work, and certainly are to under pin all our teaching. Without scripture being compared with scripture, and without the power and teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit we are empty vessels and clanging cymbals! The Bereans set the pace for us all, Acts 17:11, for they took the study of scripture seriously and compared the scriptures with Scriptures, and within the biblical context, under the Holy Spirit’s conviction, came to their conclusions. This is the way we must study personally and then teach our people. 

DOCTRINES
IN CHRIST

SPIRITUALITY  

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION

LIGHT

PARAPHRASE

“But even more sure (than this great experience we had), is the words of the prophets, to which words you do well if you pay close attention, as to a source of light that keeps on shining in the dark and murky place, (that is our fallen world).     (Keep on doing this) until the day light (of the Lord’s coming) comes, and the “star” (of the living ruling presence of the Lord), arise in your hearts. Keep on knowing and applying (these two principles of biblical inspiration and interpretation), that firstly, no prophecy of the scriptures is of any private or personal interpretation. [Secondly remember) that all prophecy came, in older days, not by the will of man(and so we are not to impose our will upon it), but by the will of God, as godly men spoke prophetic words as they were moved within by the Holy Spirit.”  

CHAPTER TWO

VERSES 1 - 9

“ But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you:   whose judgement now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 4   For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgement; 5   and spared not the old world but saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6   and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 7  and delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 8   (for that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and  hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)  9  the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgement to be punished.”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Before studying this passage refer to the earlier work of Jude verses 4-16 [EBCWA CD or website], and you will see that Peter is drawing attention to this passage, and providing a second commentary to put alongside his brother in Christ, Jude. Peter adds significantly to the picture Jude gives. “They resemble one another in the illustrations,   .    .    but St Peter makes a two fold use of them; the ungodly will be punished,   .    .    and the Lord knows how to deliver his servants out of trials. Of this latter side of the prophetic picture Jude shows us nothing.” (Lumby, 1893, p 284.)    

Peter is focused on the Spirit’s application of the pictures from the Old Testament. They are not “fables”, but truthful pictures of the character and plan of God in action, and are prescriptive for us, showing us how we ought to act, and giving us the theological basis for our actions.

Verse 1. Nothing is new under the sun! “The lamp of Old Testament prophecy shows that yours is a lot which has befallen others.” (Lumby, 1893, p 284.) 

The false teachers of Peter’s day are still with us, even down to their use of terms and strategies. They are cunning. “False teachers often hide their doctrinal peculiarities by using orthodox terms to which however, they attach an altogether different meaning to that which is ordinarily accepted”.  ( Ironside, 1984, p 80.)   

To survive the troubles of the days ahead Peter urges the believers of his day to be discerning. In our own days such a warning is very relevant. The cunning of the false teachers remains at a high level, but they can be spotted if the believer is alert, and we must be alert, and vigilant, for these false teachers are dangerous to our spiritual life, if believed, and dangerous to the reputation of the Christian faith, if they are not opposed and their influence eliminated. 

The arrogance of the false teachers is the indication of their Satanic origin. They have such pride that they reject God’s words, but also his standards; for they know better. This is the sign of their Satanic origin, they know better than the apostles, than all other godly Bible commentators, and especially more than you and I. They act as if God is an “old fellow” up in the sky, and that he can be fooled by them, and they can slide by his judgement. Peter corrects that notion of evil here. The Lord has not changed, and his standards remain holy. 

“They did not recognise the obligation of holy living imposed by the crucified. By their lives they denied the Lord who brought them.    .    .    The man who attempts to serve God and self is on the high road to swift destruction, for either death of the parousia will cut him off in mid course.”  ( Green, 1968, p 95.) There is no variation in the holy standard of God, nor is there any escape from his righteous judgement.

Verse 2.
In verse two we have one of the early terms used to describe Christianity; “the way of truth”. This is a good phrase to describe what we are truly about. We are called to stand for, and walk in the Lord’s truth in all things. Many will be fooled by these people, for their message appeals to the Old Sin Nature of mankind, as does all satanic religion. 

Satan is “into” marketing and packaging, but he is light on content. What he specialises in is a religion that is attractive to the eye, pleasant to the ears, and easy on the behavioural changes demanded. He demands little effort, and appeals to the lust and pride of man. He is not “big” on sacrifice, and is definitely not interested in the “Blood of Christ”, rather he amplifies the goodness of man, and the unreasonableness of traditional atonement based religion.    Genesis 3 - 4.

Peter uses the word, “destructive”, (Greek, apoleia), three times in these verses, thereby underlining the nature and result of the heresy of the false teachers. The source of their false teaching is the heart of Satan, ‘the liar from the beginning’.  John 8 : 44.   Its very nature is destruction, for it is built upon Satanic lies which can only lead to total loss for all who follow them.  Satan is the counterfeiter and deceiver, and so the “broad way” he appears to open up for man, seems to be safe and pleasant, but it leads to destruction. Peter recalls the words of the Lord in Matthew 7:13-20, where the Lord himself warns against the false teachers, making this very point. 

The source of the way of Satan is evil, and the final result is total loss for those who follow it. The unbeliever who is fooled by Satan is wilfully fooled; they follow him because they would rather believe a lie than the truth, for the truth makes more demands upon them! This is the tragedy of the lost; they go down to destruction by their own choice, due to their refusal to accept the truth about their sin, their need of a Saviour, and the holy demands of a righteous God.

The first result of the false teachers is the leading astray of the foolish, but the second result is equally devastating to the lost. It is the loss of reputation of the Christian gospel message, because of the actions and words of the false teachers who will claim to be Christians. Satan’s main strategy is to counterfeit, and pretend, and by getting his people into the heart of the church he can undermine the reputation of the church for truth and sanity. False teachers always bring disgrace upon all they are involved with. 
Their lives bear evil “fruit”, as Jesus identified, Matthew 7, and so the real truth of the Gospel is tainted by their reputation. Foolish unbelievers are sadly led astray by the false teachers, but the “smart” unbelievers are put off the truth of the Gospel by seeing and rejecting the lies of the false teachers.  Satan’s great plan is to encourage false preaching, as if it were the real gospel, for by it he achieves the two goals; misleading the foolish believer and driving away the unbeliever from the real truth.   

How many times have you been speaking to a smart unbeliever and he or she has told you about their experiences with a “gospel preacher”, and you have found yourself thinking, ‘this is not the gospel!’ This is the very thing that Peter speaks of here; the “way of the truth” is evil spoken of because Satan has had one of his “false teachers” appear to be a Christian preacher, and so disgraced the message, so that when the truth is truly heard it is not accepted, because it has been tainted by the person’s previous experience with the Satanic false teacher.

Verse 3. - Peter identifies three different manifestations of the evil false teachers and prophets.

1.
There is the aspect of the active pride and rebelliousness of the angels who fell with Satan.

2.
There is the passive disobedience, and apathy of Noah’s day. They couldn’t be bothered to be moral and follow God, it was easier to be immoral.

3.
There was the active commitment to sexual immorality of Sodom; they gave themselves over to living a totally ungodly life.

Peter here gets to the “heart” of Satan’s alternative “religions”; he identifies the self centeredness that is at the root of all of satanic philosophy. The self becomes the god to be followed in satanic systems. People do not, in their blindness, see that they are following Satan, for they see themselves simply following their own desires. That is the Satanic deception at it’s best; to fool the lost into thinking they are actually in control of their lives, whereas they are simply his puppets, dancing to the tune of selfishness and moral uncleanness.      

Lust is the personal motive of most of Satan's tricks that deceive those who are basically self centred anyway, but Satan’s false teachers are normally also motivated by personal greed for sex, money, power, or all three. “Back of every system of error is the sin of covetousness. Men seek to draw away disciples after themselves in order that they may make gain of them.”  (Ironside, 1984, p 81.)  

Satan knows the central  “truth” of the advertising industry; that all people are drawn to things that make them feel good, feel special, and become powerful. Once we start to follow these powerful lusts (epithumia), the reality of where it all leads is lost to us, for we are so focused on the self centred enjoyment of the “path” we are on, we forget to look up to see where it is going. 

Satan’s mottoes for the lost are all catchy and “modern”; “no consequences”, “no tomorrow”, “being there”, “no worries”, “just do it”, “live for today”, etc. The reality however is that there are consequences for all that is done, and God holds us to account for the live he has given us. Hebrews 9:27, 1 Corinthians 15:32.

Peter reminds us all of the reality of God’s judgement. God is not like the pagan god, Baal, asleep. 1 Kings 18:27-39, Psalm 121:3, 4.  “God does not let evil go unpunished. Let the false prophets beware. Divine retribution is based upon the consistent action of a righteous God. Their evil has not escaped his attention.” (Mounce, 1982, p 125.) The judgement may appear slow in coming but it is “on time”, and will fall in accordance with God’s timetable. Peter is clear in his mind, as so must we be, of the fact of divine judgement. The judgement on the wickedness of Satan and those who follow after his lying ways, has already been pronounced, and the sentence readied. It is simply a matter of the time when the Lord executes the judgement.

Dr Billy Graham once said of God’s judgement on America.  “God will not tolerate wickedness. What happened to Sodom and Gomorrah has become an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly. Unless God brings judgement on America he will have to apologise to Sodom and Gomorrah”.  (Quoted in, Mounce, 1982, p 127.)   

There is certainty that judgement will fall upon the evil ones. Let us see the illustrations of evil that Peter lays out before us, through the three illustrations he uses. Note that in each there is a comparison between the fallen and the saved; the fallen angels of Noah’s day, compared to those who stayed with the Lord, Noah contrasted to the people of his day, the

Evil inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot.

The angels and men who fell into gross Satanic deception and the associated immoral sins in the days of Noah were judged and executed at the time. There was a period of grace, while Noah preached the truth, but after the period of grace was over the judgement came in God's perfect time, so that none could say it was “unfair”; just so it will be for our own generation. None will be able to say God is unfair, for he gives grace to all men, time for them to reflect and turn away from their sins. The haunting words of the Lord to his generation must have rung in Peter’s ears, “Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered they children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not”. Matthew 23:27.    

Those last words, “ye would not”, sum up the judgement of all mankind who reject Christ; they wilfully reject him, and upon that basis they are judged as Satan and the fallen angels are. The story of the angels who fell in the days of Noah is told in Genesis 6:1-8, and brings out two points that Peter wants us to get clearly in our minds. Firstly that God warns mankind and gives them a period of grace to respond to the truth, and secondly that they are judged for their wilful rejection of the truth, and when that judgement falls it is irrevocable.

Noah himself is the next figure used by Peter to bring out important points for ourselves today about judgement. Noah’s life and witness tells us many things about the way the Lord works and how he preserves his own in the midst of almost total rejection of the truth.  Genesis 6:8ff. There are three concepts that emerge as we think about Noah, also note, that in each illustration Peter uses, these three points are present.

1.
God’s preservation of the saved in the midst of times of judgement; the “ark” concept.

2.
The fact that the majority of mankind will not respond to the truth, but will follow Satan in their self centeredness and rebellion; the “remnant” concept.

3.
The fact that there is a limit to God’s patience with mankind, and that when time runs out, he judges swiftly, and it is too late for the lost then; the “ final judgement” concept, which may also be expressed as the “certainty of his return”.  There are two certainties then; return/reward (Rapture) and return/judgement (Second Advent).

In the teachings of the Lord he referred specifically to Noah’s days as an illustration of each of the above points, and Peter recalls this in this section of his letter. The Lord, as recorded in Matthew 24:35-42, Mark 13:30-37, Luke 17:26, 27, taught these very things. The carelessness of Noah’s neighbours is the main point; they are simply too busy with the details of life to listen to the demands of God on their life. 

When the judgement came they wanted to be delivered but it was too late, judgement had fallen. They were then genuinely sorry, and genuinely repentant, but it was too late! Over Noah’s generation could be written, “too late”, and this is a sobering message for the lost. For the Lord’s people the message that Peter is urging in his letter is the Lord’s message;  “be alert”, serve the Lord each day, for you do not know when he returns for you. 

Read through these parables of the Lord’s coming, and have any false viewpoint eliminated from your thinking! Read carefully and sequentially through Matthew 24:32 - 25:46, also read, Luke 17:20 -18:14. The great “sorting” of mankind will occur, and once it is started there are no second chances for mankind. The Lord will move and when he does he will keep moving until all are judged fully and finally. This is one of Peter’s points, as he faces his own death and the reality of persecution for the church. Under the pressures of persecution, or troubles of other kinds we are to recall these three doctrines and be both comforted and strengthened.    

The Lord is coming again, and he is coming to judge and reward; to judge the lost, and reward those who are faithful to him. We are to remain alert every day, as if it is our last, seeking each day only what he would have us do for him, that we might every day, be ready to give account of our stewardship. Matthew 12:33-37, Luke 16:1-13, Romans 14:10-13, Hebrews 9:27. In the Luke 17 passage the parable about Lot follows straight after the reference to Noah, and so Peter’s next illustration is Lot.

Lot is a problematic figure for many. He certainly is not to be admired for his life, and witness, for he failed in most things, and had to be saved by the urgency and direction of the angels. He did however stand for righteousness, and that alone kept him in the place where God could deliver him. “Lot was a righteous man living in the wrong place, and as a result he was in a constant state of vexation. It could never have been said that ‘by faith’ Lot dwelt in Sodom, it was rather lack of faith that took him there. He hoped thereby to better his worldly circumstances.”   (Ironside, 1984, p 84.)    

“There remained hope for him because he had not abandoned in principle the righteousness required of a Holy God.    He was still distressed by the open sinfulness of the people with whom he had so unwisely chosen to live.”  (Mounce, 1982, p 128.)
Lot was reluctantly delivered (Genesis 19:15,16); he hesitated to leave Sodom, and he had to be dragged out of the city by the angels, but even as a carnal believer he was delivered by the Lord. This is a great encouragement to us all! It is not our “perfection” that delivers us; it is our “position” in Christ, and the Lord’s provision that leads to our being delivered through the midst of the times of judgement. Our stupidity, (for that was what it was for Lot to stay in Sodom, after he knew they had rejected his message), does not stop the Lord delivering us, but there will be loss for us. In Lot’s case he was delivered but had to leave some sons and daughters behind with the evil people amongst whom they preferred to live and die. There is certain judgement for the rejectors of God’s purpose and plan, and there is the deliverance of the “remnant according to faith”, through their obedience to the words of God.

Peter has two contrasting believers here, with “faithful Noah”, the “preacher of righteousness”, and “reluctant Lot”, who through faith in God, was also, “righteous Lot”. They are both the spiritual and the carnal at the time of their deliverance, (and even Noah falls into sin later and in his drunken carnality brings evil upon his family). One of Peter’s points may be, that he is urging us to be like “alert Noah” before the flood, rather than “sleepy Lot” in Sodom. A major application point certainly appears to be that deliverance does not depend on our power but upon God’s (just as salvation is his work not ours; although we must respond by faith).    

The Lord is the one who delivers his people, carnal and spiritual, and that our position “in him”, is what saves us, not any strength of our own. We have but to obey his word and we are delivered. The lost are judged for rejection of his word of warning, and Peter’s clear message here is, as God has judged in the past, just so will he judge in the future; fully and finally.    

Verse nine sums these key points up.   God knows how to deliver his people out of the midst of the worst judgements to date upon the earth, so he is not short of ideas or power, as to how to deliver his people out of the midst of the Roman Empire’s persecution upon them in Peter’s day. If God does not deliver us from death now, Peter is saying, then it is because he is doing a greater thing in our martyrdom than he could do through our physical deliverance. God has the plan and he has the power to ensure the plan is successful.    

The remnant will be preserved, his angels will be working to preserve his people, and there will be an “ark” for some of God’s people in the midst of great persecution. The church will survive the dark days. Peter has already spoken of his coming death (his “exodus”), and he has really emphasised these points in this section to underline his belief in the holy character of God, and the certainty that the principle of deliverance WILL operate in this case, as it has at all times before in human history, it is just that his part in the plan is to die now!

Note Peter’s points in this last verse of this section. The context of this verse is the earlier part of the chapter, where he has already said that his part is to die. How can the people who read this be assured of deliverance? Peter reminds them of the principles of deliverance here.     

Firstly God has the power to deliver. He knows how to deliver, and he is not caught out by events, they are all part of his plan from the beginning. He keeps on having the power and will to deliver the remnant out of the troubles to come.     The word for temptations is the word to try metals in the furnace to test their metal content, and purify them; it is a word used in a good sense, as the result of such action purifies the metal and makes it more valuable. This is how God sees the testing situations he allows to come upon us. All too often we see them in terms of the physical losses they may involve, as painful, as worry filled, but from God’s perspective they have purpose that is eternal, and any losses we incur in them will be well and truly made up for in heaven.

The Lord delivers the godly; those who are God’s, and those who stand for his holiness. This is the life that Peter is calling all who will read these words, to live!  Be holy, be obedient, and then, and only then, be confident in Him, and his deliverance of you. There is warning here; not just for the lost who are to be judged definitely in the end, but to those who, as believers, live in an ungodly manner. Ungodliness of life places you outside the, “deliverance of the remnant”, principle; your sins will lead you into places where the Lord’s hand will not go to deliver you. You will die in your sins (the so called, “Sin Unto Death”). 

Lot had other children, brought up in his godly house, but they stayed in their sin filled city, they did not heed their father’s warning to leave with him. Live godly lives, Peter is saying, “be relaxed with the God who can deliver you from anything he allows to come upon the earth”. As for those who persecute you, give them no thought, for their doom is as certain as Sodom’s, and as the people of the days of Noah. 
They may mock now, but they will see this truth too late!     Hebrews 9:27, Revelation 20:10-15, then for believers sins read, Isaiah 59:1 -15, Psalm 66:18-20, Jeremiah 5:25.      Note that there is deliverance for the sin-filled believers if and when they repent and turn back to their God and their deliverer.  Isaiah 1:15 -20, Acts 8:22.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Do we learn from the Old Testament saints, or do we fail to apply their lessons and live carelessly? “Noah was saved because he indefatigably preached righteousness in the midst of an ungodly world. Lot was deeply distressed by the godlessness and violence and licentiousness of his times, and was rescued because of his righteousness. Christians ought likewise to stand up against the tendencies of the seducers towards ungodly, violent, and lawless living.”  (Reicke, 1964, p165).  It is not a matter of waiting for specific or dramatic guidance in most moral situations, for the guidance has been given in the Word of God. It is a matter of doing what is directed by the Word and the Spirit: it is a matter of obedience. As the Nike adds say it, “JUST DO IT!”     

Cardinal Henry Newman once said, “our great security against sin lies in our being shocked at it.”  (Quoted in Mounce, 1982, p 128.)    “It is customary for Christians today, living in a secularised society, no longer to be shocked by sinful things which they see and hear.” (Green,1968, p 101.)
Note the three illustrations of God’s grace and God’s finality and completeness in his judgement:

1.
Fallen angels, and the elect angels. The fallen angels are sent to Tartarus, the elect angels continue to serve the Lord, and saved mankind, right to the present day.

2.
Noah’s neighbours wilfully rejected his words of warning, too “busy” for God’s holy demands on their lives.    They are wiped from off the earth, Noah and his family are saved within the Lord’s grace provision, the ark. Judgement falls by water. It is a total destruction of the wicked ones

3.
The remnant of Lot’s family are saved by the elect angels, who lead them out of the doomed cities, before judgement falls by fire. It is a total destruction of the wicked ones.

There is no escape from a holy God, and his judgement is final and complete. This is the “flip side” of the gospel message, but the lost must hear it from us, lest they say, ‘we never knew how final this was’. Do we apply this truth to our daily lives, in our dealings with the lost, and our interactions with the “slack” believers we meet?

These three illustrations of judgement, and preservation, also underline other points for personal application.

1.
God’s preservation of the saved in the midst of times of judgement; the “ark” concept. Do we “rest” (Hebrews 4:1- 2), in God’s perfect provisions each day? Do we have faith or worry when we see trials and troubles coming? The Lord provides an “ark” of safety in all times of trouble; it is the place where his will is done. 

2.
The fact that the majority of mankind will not respond to the truth, but will follow Satan in their self centeredness and rebellion; the “remnant” concept. Do we “need” to have the majority with us, or do we see that, “one with God is a majority”? Are we prepared to be a small group, despised, like our Lord, Mark 13:13, Luke 19:14ff, 21:17, John 15:18.  We keep preaching the truth, witnessing as we are told to, but we are not to be disappointed when few respond, Matthew 28: 18-20, Mark 16:15, 16, Luke 24:47, because HE is with us, and we are with him. 

3.
The fact that there is a limit to God’s patience with mankind, and that when time runs out, he judges swiftly, and it is too late for the lost then; the “ final judgement” concept. This is the flip side of the gospel and is often ignored, and it must not be; the unbeliever must know they have no hope if they reject so great a salvation. Acts 4:12, Hebrews 2:3.

If God could deliver Noah, and he did, then he will deliver us from physical destruction also, if it is his plan that is being followed. Peter will die, he knows that, but he also remembers as he tells this illustration, that God delivered him from prison twice, against all odds. Acts 5:12- 32, 12:1-19. Whether we are to die or to live, it mattered not to Peter, for he calls us, like himself, to focus upon the Lord, who is with us, and we with him, in all things. God has the power to deliver, and he does, and he has the power to punish the rejectors of the truth, and he will! 
Deliverance is certain for the believer who walks with the Lord, either in life or through death to glory, but it is as certain as the Lord’s presence. Judgement is also certain; the rejectors of the Lord (who gave his life for them), will have their days, “cut short”. The ungodly may feel they have won, but the truth is they are doomed. Be sure of both truths and let all your words and deeds be powered by these two facts.

B.
PASTORAL

Peter’s point throughout this section is that God’s standards have not changed, because they are based upon his holy   character. His plan covers both the fate of the ungodly (those who reject his plan and character), and the deliverance of those who stand for him. “It would be unrighteous of God to refuse to save anyone who desired to avail himself of the result of the work of the cross. The very righteousness of God demands that faith be extended to all men. Romans 10:17. 

Where men are ready to hear, God can be depended upon to see that they obtain this precious gift of faith. It would be unrighteousness in Him to do otherwise.” (Ironside, 1984, p 68.)    

Do our people receive this message each week? Do they hear the message of the righteousness of God’s provisions?    Do they hear about the dependability and fairness of almighty God? This is our Saviour God and this is one of the many reasons we lift our voice in worship of Him; for he is righteous, just, and his character is loving and gracious. He is slow to judge, and it is his “strange work”, Isaiah 28:21. 
God takes no pleasure in judgement, but his character demands absolute elimination of evil, and he has already moved against it, with the final judgement of the cross, their doom is sure. The cross and empty tomb are the “evidence” that the judge has spoken, and that all who follow evil rather than good will suffer the penalty that the ones who placed the Lord Jesus there will suffer. It has not been executed yet but it will be. It is as certain as there is an empty cross and empty tomb. Preacher please let the world know this truth!

False teachers have been around since the earliest days of the church. Heresy is Satan’s main religious weapon; he is a counterfeiter of the truth, so that by trickery he might lead astray those who are not careful, or remain in ignorance, when they should be growing up in God’s grace and strength. We are called to teach discernment, as God’s preachers and teachers.  We do this by faithfully proclaiming the full counsel of God’s Word so that all will know the truth, and by it’s application in their soul spot the lies of Satan. Are we preaching this way?

Only as God’s people put on their spiritual armour will they be protected against falsehood. To put it on, means to be first taught about it by their senior officer in the Lord’s army upon the earth, and that is our selves as the Lord’s pastors (under-shepherds). Are we teaching enough? Is the systematic preaching of the Word of God going out enough?

How certain are the believers of the Lord’s power to deliver them? Do they know of the power of God? Do they know the doctrines of the plan of God, and how to find and maintain a walk in his will for their lives? If the Lord can deliver a weak, yet righteous, Lot, then the Lord can deliver us all! Let the people rejoice in the power and plan of God, and by our teaching let them be encouraged to position themselves in the place of power and deliverance.

CONCLUSION

The Lord’s power is not short, nor is his plan faulty at any point. He has a plan, he has a purpose for each of us, and we have the solemn duty to stand where he calls us to stand, and serve him with a secure and stable mind, sure of his power, and the salvation that the Lord won for us. We stand in and through his mercy, grace and power. Let us all praise his name for these things, and be firm in our stand against evil men, knowing their doom is as sure as our salvation.
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PARAPHRASE

“Just as there were false prophets who rose up amongst the people of Israel, just so there will be false teachers who will arise from amongst you. They will smuggle themselves in bringing teachings that are totally destructive of spiritual life, even denying the Lord who paid the redemption price for them, but they will bring upon themselves sudden destruction. (Sadly) many will follow their self destructive ways, and by reason of (their actions and words) the way of the truth will be evil spoken of. (Beware, for) through their uncontrolled greed and plastic (lying) words they will cheat and defraud many. Regarding these people, (don’t think they escape) they will be judged, there is no delay (in God’s plan), nor is God asleep regarding this evil group. Their judgement is sure! For if God did not spare from judgement the fallen angels who sinned, but cast them into Hell to await in chains of darkness their final fate, (then he will judge them). If he did not spare from judgement the world in Noah’s day, who was the eighth from Adam, the preacher of righteousness, but completely destroyed the world overthrowing everything by the great flood, (then he will judge them). If God turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemning them in total destruction, making thereby an example for all to see what would happen if you lived following ungodliness, but delivered just Lot, (then he will judge them). (Consider Lot,  and compare yourself with him), for that righteous man dwelt amongst  the evil ones, and saw and heard their evil daily, being torn apart by their evil behaviours. (Remember these events), for the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and he knows how to guard those who deserve judgement unto the day when that judgement will be fulfilled.”

VERSES 10 - 16

“ But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, self willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 11  Whereas angels that are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 12  But these as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 13  and shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are, and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceiving while they feast with you; 14   having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin;   beguiling unstable souls: a heart they have exercised with covetous practises; cursed children: 15  which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16  but was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice, forbade the madness of the prophet. ”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

“Man, whose gaze was meant ever to be upward, is bowed down to earth, like the beasts of the field which are meant only for capture and destruction. On such perversion God will surely visit judgement.” (Lumby, 1893, p 303.) In the last section Peter reminded us of the Lord’s judgement in the past, and the certainty of it in the future. In this section we see, what C S Lewis called, the “broken image”, of fallen man, which is never more broken and perverted than when man follows satanic lying deception.

Those who fall into error have the “fruit of evil” in their lives, and in this section, Peter encourages the believers to learn to spot the evil ones quickly so that they might be safe from them.   This passage runs a parallel course to the words of Paul in Galatians 5:19-21, where Paul contrasts the fruits of the Old Sin Nature, with the fruits of the Holy Spirit, verses 22 - 26. There are only two ways to walk; we are either on the devil’s path or we are on God’s path. The Lord’s words in Matthew 7:13, 14, come to mind here. “Enter ye in at the straight (narrow) gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be that go in thereat: because straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”

While we live upon this earth there are two possibilities for us as to how we live. There are two paths, two sets of prophets, two results in the lives of the people who follow the paths, and finally two eternal destinies. Fruit is a powerful image used by the Lord to illustrate HIS demand that we be fruitful unto righteousness while we remain on the earth. If we are not producing fruits for him in the power of the Holy Spirit then there is only one conclusion; we are on the wrong path and the power that drives us is satanic. Refer to Matthew 7:15-23, 12:33, 13:23, John 15:2 -16, Romans  6:21 -23, 7:4 -6, 9:16 -23, Philippians 1:9-11, James 3:17, 18.

Given the eternal consequences of following a false teacher into a path of destruction, it is vital we know how to “spot” the false from the true. As Jesus had said, we will know them by their fruits! Peter’s list of the signs, or fruits in the lives of the false teachers include the following.

1.
They live their lives “after the flesh (sarkos)”; that is, purely motivated by human concerns and drives. They live, much like animals. God’s will, purpose and plan do not get even considered.

2.
Their motive power is, “lusts of uncleanness”. Literally they follow after strong emotional desires that pollute the souls and bodies of those who follow after them.

3.
They “despise lordships”. They believe they are the equals of the angels, and have no respect, or fear for superior being’s powers. This may refer also to government authority but the context would indicate it refers to spiritual powers.

4.
They are presumptuous. They are brazen, and reckless in their attitudes towards the rules of God and man; totally self centred, they ignore anything that does not suit them.

5.
They are self willed; independent of any power of authority other than their own. Rather than seeking the will of their creator they act as if they made themselves!

6.
They speak evil of higher spiritual powers (dignities). In this, they go way beyond even the actions of the fallen angels, who even though doomed by God’s judgement upon them, wouldn’t dare to do such things!   

7.
They are, to all intents and purposes, “brute beasts”, and sadly for them, that is a reflection of their fate. They live in “corruption” and they will perish in it. If we live without morality we live like an animal and the fate of animals is death and decay, without eternal life.  So it is with them!

8.
They speak evil of things they do not understand. When you do not know of a thing, you say so, and are humble. Not so these people; they pretend they know all things.

9.
They “riot in the day time”. They “sport and deceive”. Even the pagan Romans despised those who partied through the day. These people care not for social custom, for they believe that the rules are made by them. They are interested only in luxury living, with no accountability.

10.
Their eyes are “full of adultery”. Fidelity is not part of their belief system. They hate morality and spend their time seeking to seduce more and more partners, as if more sex will satisfy them!

11.
They “cannot cease from sinning”. They are addictive personalities, who do not stop for a break, but go from sin to sin.

12. 
They cannot stay alone in sin, but recruit unstable believers, “beguiling” them to follow their evil 
example. Evil loves company!

13.
They “exercise” or train (as in the Gym) themselves in covetousness. They have the same on-going commitment to evil that an athlete has to training for sporting excellence and success.

14.
They have forsaken the right way. They keep on rejecting the right/straight way to live, and take pleasure in the wrong way.

15.
They have “gone astray”, following the way of Balaam. They went away from the right path. They are like Balaam, covetous of other’s goods.

16.
They have become “mad”, “crazy people”, through their evil, and like Balaam they will be rebuked, but like him, they will not repent, and their insight into the truth will come too late. Number 31:8.

Peter then moves to describe their fate.    

1.
They will be “taken and destroyed”. There are consequences for sin, and they will be met!

2.
They shall “utterly perish”. The results of a sin filled life are permanent; there is no escape 
from a holy and righteous God.   

3.
They shall “receive the reward of their unrighteousness”. The wages of sin is death!

4.
They are cursed children; they are born as God’s children, but become children of the curse due to their rejection of godliness. They choose the way of evil / the curse rather than take the Lord’s cure for sin. 

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Kelly observes of the false teachers, “they have so lost moral self control that they cannot look at a woman without imagining or wishing themselves in bed with her.”  (Kelly, 1969, p 342.)  Also another commentator makes the same sobering point, “they lust after every girl they see, they view every female as a potential adulteress.”  (Green, 1968, p 111.)   Let us all be fearful of lust, and resist all forms of it, lest we, in any way, resemble these evil men.   

Peter uses the fishing metaphor to describe their attitude towards others. They seek always to “catch with bait” (Greek = deleazo, verses 14, and 18), any they can to satisfy their lust with that person, be it, money, power of sexual lust that drives them at that point. The problem with lust is that it is never satisfied! There is no end of their sinning, except death, and Peter tells us, that is what will happen to them!  Let us be very scared of following such people in anything they do!

These men spoke things that angels dared not say. The old English saying, “fools go where angels fear to tread”, is well said. How careful are we of our speech? How conscious of the Lord’s presence with us at all times? “Angles so revere the Lord!   .   .    Peter is asserting that these men were more free with their language than the angels themselves, and it would be no bad thing if Christians remembered that any condemnations of others are necessarily uttered ‘before the Lord’. Consciousness of his presence tames the tongue.” (Green, 1968, p 106.) Green’s words are true only of the believer.    

Examine yourself believer, right now before the Lord! Are you still “in the faith”, or are you living like a pagan? 2 Corinthians 13:5. If your behaviour disturbs you, give thanks for such conviction proves you are still a child, although a carnal one. Repent and get back on the track that the Lord has ordained for you.

Lust has it’s rewards, just like spirituality, and they differ markedly! One commentator has observed, “lust is subject to the law of diminishing returns, you are never satisfied.”  (Green, 1968, p 110.) They cannot stop sinning, where-as the child of God does sin, but is smitten by the indwelling Holy Spirit and is brought to resentence and changes their life pattern over time. The false prophets / teachers do not change over time for the good, rather they slip further and further into evil.    

Even the love feasts of the early church were being turned into drunken parties and places where immoral actions were occurring. This had happened in the Corinthian church at an earlier time, (1 Corinthians 11:17-34), and remains a danger to the church today. Sadly many adulterous sexual affairs begin in the church, where foolish believers fail to keep themselves safe from such temptations, and do not actively resist them when they come. 
Ask yourself believer, how safe are my protocols (my personal rules of conduct)?  From my clinical practice as a psychologist to successful people, who have had affairs, the following protocols are the minimum ones to keep your self safe. These are the three protocols that smart pagans follow! How much more careful ought we to be!  The pagan protocols are:-
1.
Put time and effort into your marriage to keep it warm, loving, and supportive in accordance with the clear instructions of God’s Word. Ephesians 5:21 - 33, Colossians 3:14 -19.

2.
Do not allow yourself to enter into any intimate (one on one) situations with any member of the opposite sex. No lunches, dinners, coffees, quiet chats, walks, drives  .    .    .   etc.

3.
Do not touch another person’s partner in any way except with a warm handshake, or other traditional (within your society) public greeting.  Do not tempt yourself with unnecessary touching.
The Lord’s precious name and reputation is defamed when believers commit adultery. This is a great shame on the church of today.  All of us can be tempted, no-one is exempt from danger! These protocols are the result of long experience, and failure to apply these has landed many of us in close proximity to disaster, or right in disaster! Be full of care, be fearful of the power of lust, it is overwhelming once let loose. Don’t be loose in your protocols or you will be undone!

The example of being “undone” by money lust is Balaam in the Old Testament. Let us be careful that we have the “Eternal Life Perspective” regarding wealth and it’s use while we are here. All things that cannot come with us to heaven ought to be seen as temporary and simply things to be used for the Lord’s glory. Check out your attitude towards your money, and towards the things that it has brought. Are they simply things to be used for the Lord’s glory, or do you cling to them as if they really matter to you?  What matters to you believer? Where is your heart? Matthew 6:24, Luke 12:16-31, 16:9-13.

B.
PASTORAL

“The false teachers do not hesitate to bring vituperative accusations against their superiors, whereas the angels do not even dare to impugn their inferiors in such terms in the Lord’s presence.”  (Green, 1968, p 105.) We are always, in Christ, in the Lord’s very presence; how careful are we, as pastors, and as the men and women of God?

All too many pastors today insult, or down play, the angels in their messages, attacking Satan and his followers, the fallen angels, in harsh words, and even running down the power of the elect angels, who are our “ministering spirits”   Hebrews 1:14  

This passage makes it clear, that even though Satan and his team are our enemies, we are not to be disrespectful, even to them, for they are superiors in power, and God’s order, to us. We stand superior to them only “in Christ Jesus”, and such positional superiority should make us humble in our battles with the enemy, never arrogant.    Arrogance is the domain of Satan; a believer who enters that area is in danger!

The false teachers error is to, “ confuse the thrill of animal instinct with the presence of the Holy Spirit.” (Green, 1968, p 107.) In today’s world, like Peter’s, there is a desire to have excitement within worship. There is nothing wrong with this as such, but there is a danger if we emphasise emotion without discernment, for we can start to call things spiritual, which are really just natural enthusiasm, and pleasure. 

A good sing along feels good to both pagan and Christian! We must ask ourselves as pastors of the Lord’s flock some serious questions about our worship services. We must ever ensure we do not call natural pleasure spirituality. Remember the old adage;  “whatever the pagan can do is not the Christian way of life”.

To live in sin is “crazy”. You have to be a “crazy person” to live in disobedience to God. The logic of the sin filled life is “para-logic”, it appears to be true but it runs in a parallel universe, not the real one! Such false logic will eventually lead to disaster for those who follow it. Peter’s message is, “beware”, for those who follow after the false teachers are as doomed as they are. We must be sure in all our preaching that we ensure the Lord’s flock under our care is always fully warned of the dangers of the false teachers, and that they know how to spot them before they are “beguiled”.

CONCLUSION

The Holy Spirit produces “HOLY” lives. The tree is known by its fruits. Matthew 7:13-23.  God’s work is only ever a good and holy thing:  and the devil’s work is always immoral. “The Holy Spirit manifests his presence, not by ecstatic thrills and insubordinate action, but by moral renewal.” (Green, 1968, p 108.)
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“Especially note (these things), these people habitually live lives that follow the polluting  lusts of the flesh, and they keep on thinking they are superior to the angels! Brazen and reckless they are, totally self centred, caring for none but themselves, they even speak evil of the angels. Even the elect angels, superior in might and power to them, would not dare to bring any angry accusations against the fallen angels before God. But these (mere) men, just like stupid animals, that are created to be used for food, they keep on speaking evil of things they do not understand. Their fate is sure; they will utterly perish in their own corruption. They think it fine to party all day (and night), well, they will get their reward  for their unrighteousness. They are like ugly blemishes on the skin, and disfiguring marks on the body, yet they sit with you and feast with you, yet they care only for lives of luxury. They keep looking for opportunities to commit adultery; so addicted to sin they  are, that they seek converts to evil, and lead astray any unstable souls who will follow them. They exercise themselves for the purpose of doing more evil, and seeking more goods than they can possibly use. They are cursed children, who have left the true way of living and gone after evil, following Balaam son of Beor, who, like them, loved the riches of unrighteousness.    He was rebuked by God, through the words of a dumb ass speaking with a man’s voice, who stopped him in his tracks, and made him see that he was mad!”

VERSES 17 - 22

“ These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever. 18  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 19  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22  But it has happened unto them according to the true proverb, ‘the dog is turned to his own vomit again’, and ‘the sow that is washed to her wallowing in the mire’. ”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

“Go and talk to a pig, that he may wallow no more in mud!”  (Epictetus, IV, XI, 29.) This was said by the pagan philosopher of Peter’s day, to underline the stupidity of continuing to speak to a man who lives in uncleanness, and will not clean up their life. They are living like a pig, and so recognize their volition and leave them there! You cannot speak to a pig and have it understand, just so you cannot speak to a man who is determined to live in sin. Such activities are in the area of “time wasting”. The false teachers are in that area! They waste your time, and that of any who listen to them.

Peter begins this section with a reference back to the prophet Jeremiah 2:13. “For my people have committed two evils;  they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water”. God’s words underline the stupidity of leaving his truth for the enemy’s lies. You are in effect leaving pure, flowing waters from a good spring, in exchange for the stagnant water of a cistern, and as Jeremiah notes, the cistern is flawed in it’s very foundation, and whatever water is keep in it, will drain away through the cracks in it. Just so are the false prophets of Peter’s day. They promise to be springs of living water but they are broken down cisterns full of stagnant water or, due to the foundational flaws in their system simple damp, dark holes in the ground!

Note the series of descriptive pictures of the false teachers here:

1.
They are springs without water. Water is life in a hot climate, and they promise life but cannot provide it for the thirsty.

2.
Clouds without rain. The whole economy of the land depended on the rain coming. These men act as if they are the source of the refreshing rains, but they soon blow away like the empty vapour clouds they are.

3.
They have great inflated words full of their own theological arrogance. With their long words and apparently “deep” concepts they fool some into thinking they have great minds, but they are simply fools out of touch with reality.

4.
Like immoral fishermen, they bait their hooks with lust, and so catch the foolish.

5.
Like cunning enemy troops, they attack those recently joined the army, just out of their old life of paganism, and so try to bring them into behaviours that are worse than the ones they escaped from.

6.
They speak of liberty, but they are bond-slaves, never to be free themselves.

7.
They are like pigs in the mud, content to remain there, for that is who they are.

Each one of these pictures is a warning to us all. No one is so smart that they cannot be fooled by evil, and they will be if they become arrogant, and do not set their guard against the power of lust. The false teachers target the two areas of vulnerability for many people; they appeal to their pride, and also to their lust. They also target the newly converted, who are not sure of the truth yet, and so are able to be led astray into even worse evil than they had escaped from in their old paganism.     

The false teachers who are most dangerous are within the church, not outside it. This is why Peter is so direct and “hot” in his words. The enemy is within; they have arrived in the church meetings and are quietly targeting the weak through the services.

They are driven by external power and forces, like the clouds, but unlike the clouds, it is not God who made their evil, but Satan. They have eloquence, they have power, they have money, but they are controlled by evil, and this is seen in their lust filled lives. 

The whole process is deliberate. These are motivated, or driven, men and women, and they seek the rewards that evil provides. This is war, and the language Peter uses alludes to that fact; it is a deadly serious game being played for the souls of people. 

Note in Verse 22. “The false teachers had been bathed, they had joined the Christian flock, but now they are back wallowing in the moral squalor of paganism.  All of which proves that they are still pigs at heart.”  (Mounce, 1982, p 136.)    Once again we are referred, by Peter’s words, back to the words of the Lord in Matthew 7. Only by checking the fruit of the life can we ever know the nature of the person we are confronting. Peter draws attention to the need to do this, or else we are led astray by evil and made fools.  Satan delights in making merchandise of us all.

These are all people who have heard the truth, but they have chosen to stay with their lust filled lives.  The prodigal son proved he was indeed a son by leaving the pigpen. None of the pigs joined him on the walk home to his father, for they were not related to him, as he by his sin had been temporarily related to them!

The saddest thing about those who leave the evil of the world and join the church, only to leave it again later, is that they end up in a worse state than they were in before. Having heard the truth, understood the “full knowledge” of the doctrines of God, and then become entangled again in evil, they have further to fall, and so they end up in more disaster than they were in as pagans. The believer who is “overcome” by the evil of the false teachers is truly defeated and enslaved, just like the prisoner of war in the ancient world; they lose everything! This is the disaster that Peter wants to avoid. 

The false teachers may be just “make believers”, not genuine Christians at all, but those they destroy are often real believers, but with weaknesses. This section introduces his last words in the letter, “grow up in the grace and knowledge of Christ”. 

If a young believer does not “grow up” and become strong, they will be made merchandise of by the evil ones who seek their destruction. Not to grow and become strong in Christ is to become the prey of the devil’s workers! In this world we are either growing through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, or we are being defeated by Satan’s dogs and pigs. Peter isn't very polite about these false teachers, is he!  Neither was Jesus polite!  Matthew 12:43-45.

Dogs do the disgusting things that dogs will do! We may love our loves dearly, but they will still do disgusting things at times, for no matter how we croon to them, they are still dogs by nature.  Pigs, like dogs, can be clean and house trained, but they are still pigs.    Peter asks all believers to choose their company; the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, or the fellowship of the pigs and dogs of satanic deception.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Beware those who promise great things. There is an old saying that is very true. If something is too good to be true, that is because it is! Beware the false marketing of the false teachers. They look good, they sound wise, they appeal to the weaknesses of mankind, and they will often be in the majority, but they are still false and they can deliver only destruction! Beware so called “great teachers” who are too good to be true! Beware those who use big words and grand speeches but whose lives are not open, honest and holy.

We are called to be “fruit inspectors” of all who would stand up and teach the Word Of God.  Young believers are to be taught discernment and are to be encouraged to be vigorous in their checking out of both the doctrines they hear and the people who teach them. How are they to check Bible teachers out?  By reference to the Bible itself, Acts 17:11, and by examining the person’s life in obedience to the Lord’s warning.   Matthew 7:15 -20.

Peter is not polite in his language about the false teachers, for their impact is destructive and terrible for the lives of those they lead astray. They are like pigs and dogs; their nature remains the same even though they live in the house of God.   Let us be vigilant and careful so that those we teach are kept safe from evil men. Let us daily choose our company, fellowshipping only with those who love and serve the Lord in truth.

B.
PASTORAL

“To call darkness light, to call bondage liberty, is unforgivable sin; unforgivable not because God is unwilling to forgive, but because the man who persists in such self delusion refused to accept the forgiveness which God so patiently proffers to rebels.”  (Green, 1968, p 119.) Beware the sheep stealers, for they mean destruction of individuals and churches.    Our role is to keep the sheep safe, by sound teaching and clear warnings that all understand.

“Why has Peter expended so much powder and shot on the false teachers in this chapter? Because he is primarily a pastor, He is concerned to feed his masters sheep, and he is furious to find them being poisoned by lust masquerading as religion.”  (Green, 1968, p 122.) Satan’s main weapon has always been religion! Anything that makes people feel good without holiness, and keeps them away from God is his policy. 

Satan has always been in the entertainment business. He specialises in providing everything to meet the needs of carnal men. Ask yourself pastor, the following questions. Given what I have taught over the last year, would young believers have heard enough solid Bible Doctrine to keep them safe from these evil men? If you cannot say “yes” to this question, review everything you are doing in the church, and then ensure the Lord’s people are safe!

CONCLUSION

Let us call a dog a dog, no matter how “cute” it may be, and spot the pig before it fouls the carpet!

DOCTRINES

RELIGION]

FUNDAMENTALISM

PARAPHRASE

“These (false teachers) are like springs, without water, clouds without rain; they are driven along in their lives by the strong winds of emotionalism and passions. The darkness of Hell itself is reserved by God for them, forever! (They work this way), when they speak using big words, with inflated but empty meaningless phrases, and they entice the foolish by the well baited hook of immorality, and lust. They target those who have escaped from paganism but lead them back into even more immoral lusts than the ones they fled! They promise to set men free, yet they themselves are the total slaves of their lusts! For by the power that a man is defeated totally he is enslaved!  For, (it is a terrible thing), if a person has escaped from the pollution of the evil world, and then gets tangled up again in evil, for they end up in far worse a place than they were before! It would almost be better if they had never known the truth, then to have known it and then turned away from God’s holy commandments that have been delivered to them. (Before they were just foolish, now they are directly rejecting the holy words of God; they are now without excuse). It has happened to them just like the old proverbs say. ‘The dog is returned to it’s vomit (to eat it again), and the clean sow has returned to the mud wallow to get dirty again.”
NOTES
CHAPTER 3

VERSES 1 - 7

“ This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: 2  that ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandments of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour. 3   Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,  4  and saying, where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were since the beginning of the creation. 5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens  were of old, and the earth standing out of the water, and in the water. 6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished, 7  but the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgement and perdition of ungodly men. ”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Peter is clear of the pressing need of the days in which he lived. He had to remind the believers then, as now, of the teachings of the apostles and prophets relating to end time events, and the dangers of the false teachers; the danger of being side tracked from useful things into inconsequential or evil things. As in chapter one verse 13, he uses the Greek word, “diegeiro”, to express this thought from his perspective.    

He wants them to be “stirred up”; to have all the teaching they have ever received to be stirred up from their mental depths, and be brought back to the surface of their mind and applied. He especially wants them to recall the warnings about the false teachers that were starting to make real inroads into the church, so that they spot them quickly and take avoiding action. The demand of the Lord upon our lives is for moral purity, mental clarity, and a focus that is eternal rather then temporal. We are to be “unmixed” with evil thought or deed, but pure and single minded for God’s will to rule over our life.     

Verse two is revolutionary because of it’s linking of three categories of teaching as of equal importance to the believers.    The words of the apostles, the Old Testament prophets and the Lord himself, are all brought together as of equal worth for the believer’s instruction. This is a reminder to us all, not to have a favourite set of books that we look at only, but rather to keep all the counsel of God’s Word before us at all times, so that we might be prepared for everything the enemy throws at us, and be equipped to stand against all pressures.

Verse three brings the believers back to their own day, and us to ours, for application. The reality of the Church Age is the reality of attack and mockery of the truth. Towards the close of the Church Age, Peter warns us, the attacks by mockery will increase, and the heart of them will be what we have called in our day the philosophy of “Uniformitarianism”; namely the belief system which says that everything keeps on being the same, there are no miracles, no major changes, but that all continues on in linear fashion.     

This belief system is a basic part of Darwinian and modern Evolutionary Theory, even though it speaks of change, what it does not speak of is an end point! This is the heart of Satanic theory, and it denies the reality of an end, and a judgement, and so seeks to lull mankind into a false sense of security. It teaches that they have endless time to make their decisions regarding the creator’s demands on them. They go further, replacing God the creator with chance and “selection” as their deities, neither of which make any moral demands!  
The unbeliever is in unbelief because it does not suit them to change their way of life; they enjoy their lusts, and don’t want Christians to disturb them. Peter has already pointed out that this sort of thinking led the generation of Noah’s day to their deaths, and he warns the hearers of this letter that casualness to the demands of a holy God will lead to judgement for them also!

The mockers ask, “Where is the evidence that He is coming to earth?” They do not want to have a God that steps into history, they want the stage clear for their dance! This is the centre of all satanic lying religion; it is self centred, and wants no other authority than the mind itself. These people argue that, “the stability of the created order precludes the notion of a catastrophic end” (Sidebottom, 1982, p 119.)     

Such a philosophy is a comfort, but it is a false comfort. They may be sincere, but they are sincerely wrong, Peter states! Modern theorists talk of the “Big Bang” that started the universe, Peter speaks here of the “big bang” that will end it!     Science clouds reality by focusing on the past, as they theorise it. In contrast to this, Peter has drawn our attention from the past, as God recorded it, to the future as God has planned it. Science offers theories that side-track, the Bible proclaims truth that is to be taken seriously by each person, or all will be lost for that person!

The contrast in attitudes towards the truth of judgement, is seen best in the attitude of the two viewpoints towards death itself. This is underlined by Peter’s words for the believer’s death in verse four. “Notice the lovely word for death, so characteristic of the post resurrection perspective, and so remarkable in a world that as a whole was hag-ridden [obsessed] with the fear of death.”   (Green, 1968, p 129.)      

The unsaved world still is fearful of death; it is the last taboo subject, and everything will be done to avoid discussion of it. This is Peter’s strong point here; you cannot avoid death by refusing to face it. The truth about death is that it is either the final act in a process towards a meeting with your Saviour, Creator,  God, or a farewell to all that you know and love!     It is either as casual as a, “falling asleep”, at night, or it is the end of everything! Note Green’s words, “post-resurrection”.    For the believer all is transformed by the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. His defeat of death changes everything, and from the time you see that, till you walk through death into eternity with him, you walk in fellowship with Him. 

Death is as casual for the believer as falling asleep! That is the reason for the use of this phrase to describe death.    Don’t get side-tracked into debates about “soul sleep”, for that is not the issue, for Stephen’s words prove that he saw Jesus as he died, but to the onlookers it was as calm as if he fell asleep!  John 8:John 8:51-52, Acts 7:55-60.  The words of Peter here and Luke in Acts indicate a casual and accepting view of death as a simple transition, in contrast to the fear and loathing of the pagans without hope, for whom death is the end of all they know and love.

Verse five makes it clear that it is “wilful ignorance” that is the issue for the lost. They don’t want to know the truth, for if they admit it they must change their lives! As Lumby pointed out so many years ago, “the root of all evil is wilfully forgetting. They forget because they wish to forget.”  (Lumby, 1893, p 335.)    

Equally powerful is the affirmation that, the negative will of man against God does not in any way stop the course of history, for “the course of history is governed by God, who is both creator and judge of his world.” (Green, 1968, p 130.) A great drama is unfolding before our eyes; and it is the drama of redemption. God is working amongst his creatures, saving those who will come to him in faith, and reserving for judgement all who reject his saving work and person.     John 3:16-36.  Those who do not want to believe have that right of rejection, and as the Creator-Saviour, the Lord has the right of judgement and he will exercise that right.    

Verse six is Peter’s reminder to mankind that the Lord has judged the world with water once in the past, and that he will judge the world with fire in the future. The water covered the earth at that time of Noah, and from this judgement the earth later re-emerged and prospered. As Peter has made clear by his use of the words to describe the final end of the world, this earth will not survive the second judgement; which involves the very unravelling of the elements of it, in “fervent heat”. Peter describes a thermonuclear meltdown of the elements of the universe, thereby contrasting the destruction of the days of Noah, with the last days of the earth, which are truly “last days” of the earth, for it’s very elements are dissolved and reformatted totally into the new creation which will then be made. Revelation  21:1.

The end of this world, like the end of the civilisation of the days of Noah, will come about because of man’s rejection of God’s will. It is rejection of God, the Creator and Saviour, that leads to the destruction of all things that the rejecters hold dear, but the loss of nothing that matters to the believer. This is the challenge behind these verses, and all the others that Peter uses to describe the judgement of the lost and the destruction of the present universe. Are we attached to the things around us, as if they will last? Do we love the world and all that is in it that we enjoy, or do we love the Creator who will make a new one? Are we attached to the present, or do we have our minds fixed on the future realities of eternity?     

Peter challenges us to fix our gaze into eternity and see the things God has for us, but even then not be attached to “things” which are simply the works of our Creator God, rather we are to be loving and attached to HIM. It is the joy of our relationship with God which is to secure and stabilise us, not the things God does for us! “Get your eyes off things!”, Peter commands, and onto the person of the your Creator-Saviour-God. Only the being of God transcends the heavens and the earth, and our security rests “IN HIM”. Live and move and have your very being in Him!

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

Remember! This word is a key one of Peter’s throughout the little letter. How vital a truth it is for us in daily life also!  Let us ensure we remember the things that we have heard from the Holy Scriptures. “This verse shows that the apostolic traditions of the New Testament were already placed on a par with the prophets of the Old Testament as norm giving ideals for Christian living”.  (Reicke, 1964, p 173.)  
Are we keeping the “Lord’s commandments”? This is a question which must come to us out of this second verse, for the word Peter uses is meant to bring Moses and the Lord together and remind the believers that the Law of Life in Christ Jesus is now our standard and is to be followed daily, in the same spirit of seriousness as the Law Of Moses was by them in ages past. Do we meditate on the words of Jesus daily?

The rejection of the notion of a creator goes hand in hand with the rejection that there is a judge. The two go together.   This is why belief in the theory of evolution with out any reference to a creator, tends to be the handmaiden of the liberalism that rejects any notion of a judge of mankind also. We need to check out our hearts on this matter. 
Have we moved away from the clearly biblical concepts of creator and judge, and if so what has it done to our lives, to the sense of accountability for each moment that the Lord wants us to have always before us?

B.
PASTORAL

Are we doing the job of, “good stirrers”, as the Lord’s pastors? Do we stir things up enough? Do people hear enough of the doctrines of the word of God to be kept safe?

“The general Jewish Christian expectation (2:1), was that the approach of the end will be marked by moral breakdown and the emergence of saboteurs of sound religion.”  (Kelly, 1969, p 355.)  Our role as pastors of the Lord’s flock is to warn them of the dangers, and prepare them for discernment, that they might know the truth and that the truth might set them free from deception. Are we doing it?

There are “last days” and there are many signs of them that through biblical study we can discern. Do our people hear this from us and do they have enough information from us to take action? Do those who hear our messages have a daily sense that there is an end point to history and that they are approaching it very fast?

Death and dying are the last taboo subjects and very few churches teach about the subject in anywhere near the detail that is required. It is the one reality that should be as central in our teaching as defeating sin is, for with sin, it is the thing defeated by Christ on the cross, and triumphed over through his empty tomb. Let the people hear the biblical perspective on death and rejoice. There is no room for fear on this matter.

DOCTRINES
DISPENSATIONS:  DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH

SPIRITUALITY  

RELIGION  

DEATH

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIMES

LAWS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

PARAPHRASE

“This is the second letter, my much loved ones, that I have now written to you. In both of them my purpose has been to stir up your minds, (awakening you to the realities of God’s truth), so that you remember the things that will keep you safe. You need to remember all the scriptures, the Old Testament, the words of the Lord, and the commands of us, the Lord our Saviour’s apostles. Know this first of all!  There will come in the last days (of this church age), mockers (people

making serious things appear foolish), people who live according to their own standards(not God’s), following their own lusts(not God's spirit). They will keep on saying, ‘where is he?’ ‘You told us he was coming again, well where is he?’    ‘For since our ancestors died the world has continued on, (and it will continue on, there is no end in sight!’) This is the subject they wilfully remain ignorant of; (they don’t want to know! There is an end point.)  (Remember), that by the word of God the creator, the world was made, and by the word of God it was totally overwhelmed by the waters of the great flood. The world civilisation of that time was destroyed totally, and the world today is also set aside for a later judgement, when the ungodly men will be destroyed (with the world they think is going on forever).”

VERSES 8 - 12

 “But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is long suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10  But the Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which, the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation  and godliness, 12  looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

“Time is God’s gift, and he has bidden us to watch, pray and work!” (Green, 1968, p 134.)  “Active not Passive”, is to be our motto! We are called to pay attention, and then, once we understand the commands of the Lord we are to put them into action.

The worst thing for a soldier is to be ignorant of his commanding officer’s orders, for he will soon find himself before his CO for failure to follow his orders! How slack so many of us are on this matter. Paul and Peter are both keen for us not to be ignorant! Ignorance is dangerous, given our active and malevolent enemy. Nothing that is needed for our time on earth is hidden; all we need has been revealed in the Holy Scriptures, but we must take advantage of the information, put ourselves in the places where we hear it, and then exercise our will and obey. 
There is no slowness with the plan of God, it is advancing, and we are a part of it. If we sense there is delay, then we are wrong, it is just that the Lord is waiting for us to catch up with Him. He waits for man to respond, he is patient in order that all may have the opportunity to respond to the gospel.    

God’s will is that all come to repentance regarding their sin and turn to the only one who can save them from the midst of it, the Lord Jesus Christ. The free will of man and the sovereignty of God are here brought together, and we face a mystery, for how can these two things be reconciled this side of eternity? The answer is, they cannot, for we cannot even have a thought that isn’t limited by space and time, and we certainly cannot understand this mystery. But Peter has even more mysteries in store for us here when he speaks of “hastening the coming” of the Lord in verse twelve. Peter is confronting us again and again with our limits as human beings and the need, even though we cannot understand all things, to obey what we are told, and apply it in faith. Peter’s call is to humble obedience.

How far do we take Peter’s words in verse eight about the thousand years? The starting point is to read all of Psalm 90.      This Psalm of Moses, records the correct attitude to time for the believer, and it forms a commentary on this section of Peter’s letter, and was very likely open before Peter as he wrote these words. Some Jewish traditions appear to record that the world’s history is drawn in three periods of two thousand years; two thousand years before Abraham, then two thousand years to Messiah, then two thousand years until his return to rule.     

It is not clear that Peter had any intention of referring to this, but the period of time that was the largest round number used regularly in daily usage was a thousand, and it is Peter’s way of saying, God sees things as different from us as a day is to a thousand years. Having brought us to the place of humility, Peter moves us to the place of the awesome contemplation of the destruction of the universe itself.

In verse ten we confront the awesome thought that the world we see and touch will be one day dissolved in a thermonuclear (or greater!) explosion (or rather here an implosion). On that day the universe will be seen for what it is, a temporary creation of our mighty creator God. The choice that man has now is to worship the creation or to worship the creator.   The Bible is clear, for God will make a new universe that is eternal and infinite to replace this old tired space-time universe!  The Bible notes here and in Revelation 21-22, that the best is yet to come!
Those who worshipped pagan gods in the days of old saw them all fall, and those who today, in their scientific minds, worship the creation, shall see it fall apart also. All we see will pass away, only those who do the will of God will live forever.  In that day the nature of the universe will be discovered by all, but it is there for us to see now. Peter says to us, look up and see that all this is but creation and temporary, and do not let yourself become attached to any of it.

The picture of a thief in the night in verse ten is one that modern readers often misinterpret. Thieves in the night in our day come quietly; they are ‘cat burglars’, who come unseen steal and leave unseen, but that is not the picture from the days of Peter. The thief came suddenly, never alone, but with large numbers and great noise, intent on the total destruction of the house and the theft or all goods within and the death or capture and slavery of all within it. The picture is of shock, surprise, loss, and devastation. Matthew 24:35-44, Luke 12:35-49, 1 Thessalonians 5:1- 8, Revelation 3:3, Revelation 16:15.

“It is a picture which in an astonishing degree corresponds to what might actually happen according to modern theories of the physical universe.” (Green, 1968, p 139.)   It is a cataclysmic picture that Peter paints here and parallels are found in the Old Testament. “The heavens will disappear (Isaiah 13:10, 34:4, Ezekiel 32:7, 8, Joel 2:31, 3:15,), with a roar, (Isaiah 29:5b,6), the elements will melt and disintegrate, and the earth and everything in it will be burned up (Isaiah 30:30,  66:15, 16,  Micah 1:4,  Nahum 1:5,6,  Zephaniah 1:18, 3:8, Psalm 97:3, 5).   Compare also similar pictures in such Jewish writings, dating from before Yeshua, as Sibylline Oracles 3:83 - 92,  4:171 - 182, 1 Enoch 1: 6, 52:6-9,  4 Ezra 13:10,11.”  (Stern, 1992, p 764.)   

Verse eleven reminds us that the early believers had a daily expectation of the Lord’s return. They lived in the reality of his presence.  Reicke may go too far, but he is moving in the right direction with the following comments. “Holy living in godly fear. It is important therefore to live with the final events of history and the day of reckoning before ones eyes, as a permanently threatening possibility.”  (Reicke, 1964, p 181, 182.)    

We need to modify his words, as we are not called to live in fear, but in AWESOMENESS, for we are saved and delivered from the “wrath to come”. Each time we look up to the heavens however, it is good to say, ‘all this too will pass away’, and so be overcome again by the awesome power and plan of God, rather than stand in awe of the creation.

Verse twelve appears to indicate that the conduct of the church may actually “hasten” the coming of these events.       This is a “novel” belief to most today, but pause and reflect upon Peter’s words, for they come out of Jewish tradition and have biblical sanction. “The idea of working to hasten the coming of Messiah is deeply rooted in Jewish tradition, but it often surprises both Jew and Christian to find it in the New Testament as well. Many Christians would love to sit back passively and wait for the Day of the Lord; it is hard to motivate them to work to hasten his coming; and learning that they are supposed to surprises them. On the other hand Jews, who think the New Testament is fatalistic and “other worldly” are equally amazed to discover Kefa’s orientation towards action and ethical behaviour. Moreover there is reciprocity; not only are we to hasten the end, but as we learn from Hebrews 10:25, (“and let us do this all the more as you see the day approaching”), the end hastens us!”  (Stern, 1992, p 765.)
How can this “hastening” concept of Peters be applied to daily life? God’s plan is unchangeable, so how can we by our behaviour change it? This preacher stands before this verse with an unanswered question, but believes that even though the full answer to this will be seen in eternity, there is enough in scripture to make application now. There are more than ‘hints’ in Scripture that our actions change things, for is that not what prayer does? 

How do our actions change things in the plan of God? We don’t know, but we must not let our lack of knowledge stop us doing the things commanded, for that is the faith test the Lord God sets us in these matters; without understanding how we can change things we are to confidently apply God’s word and see things changed! Let us be prepared to leave full understanding until later, but get obedience right, now!!! To hasten the coming of the Lord, we can be obedient, by preaching the gospel to every creature, by loving each other, by serving each other, by showing Christ to all we meet! 

By living in the light of his coming, we in a way, yet not fully known, hasten his coming!

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

God has a plan and we are a part of it. We often judge things on the basis of our assessments of great and small, but Peter reminds us, there are far different criteria to be applied.   “He would have us know that of great and little God’s work makes no account. With Him there is no short or long in time.”  (Lumby, 1893, p 346.)  Are we living in a way that reflects the reality of God’s assessments of what is valuable and what is not? Do we see the time of our life as we are encouraged to here, as opportunity for service?

On March 5, 1979 a gamma radiation explosion was observed to occur in galaxy N-49. In one tenth of a second more radiation was released than by our own sun in 3000 years. If it had occurred in our galaxy it would have vaporised the earth. Since that time astronomers have witnessed other such stellar events. This is what is being referred to here. The whole universe is the temporary creation of our God for his purposes to be worked out. Let us be “on board” with his purposes and rest content “in Him”, rather than trust the god of science, which is in effect simply the deification of the universe and it’s processes, all of which have an end point.

Are we living in the light of his presence, and in the reality of the end of the universe and his return to judge this world?     “Disbelief in the Lord’s return, all too often produces indifference in behaviour. (This is to be contrasted to the mind of those who hold this reality in their consciousness). The quality of the lives we lead in the light of this coming dissolution is of supreme importance.” (Green, 1968, p 139, 140.)
Application of prophecy to produce a holy life, this is the author’s point; prophecy is not intended to simply produce excitement at what it says! “Many believers preoccupy themselves with future events, seemingly enjoying the proclamation of apocalyptic doom as an escape from the command to concern themselves with living holy lives in the  holam hazeh (this world), rather than ‘pie in the sky’ in the holam haba (the world to come).”  (Stern, 1992, p 764.)       
This world, indeed this entire present universe will END Peter says, and with the realisation of that must come change in our daily lives, or else we clearly have not got the message! The concept of an “end” produces, “an urgent moral and spiritual challenge”. (Kelly, 1969, p 366.)
B.
PASTORAL

Much ink is still spilt on the subject of human will, salvation, and the sovereignty of God. As preachers it is easy to become theological but lack basic logic! We can start to discuss theological terms and issues in such a way that is internally consistent given our starting point, but fail to examine that starting point. No matter what the position, the starting point of all theological discussion is the ignorance of man and his limits, not our knowledge and powerful ability!      We are creatures of space and time, discussing, when we enter this subject area, the things that are only finally seen from eternity, when space and time are no more. Let us be humble and silent on things we cannot understand.    

Green sums up this issue well when he says of verse nine. “The plain meaning is that although God wants all men to be saved, and although he has made provision for all to be accepted, some will exercise their God given free will and exclude God. Some will indeed ‘perish’ (verse 7), but this is not because God wills it.”  (Green, 1968, p 136.)   

How well do we preach this aspect of the will of God? If we fail to be clear in our preaching on this subject we open the door for the hyper-Calvinists to enter and lead astray our sheep into an internally consistent but wrong theology. Equally dangerous is the false universalism of the liberal wing of the church. Let us be clear and concise, so that none fall into the error of believing they understand the will of God where it meets the free will of man. Let us not be arrogant and foolish in our over estimation of our abilities to think beyond space and time!
On this side of eternity we do not, because we cannot, because we do not have the mind equipped to understand eternal things. We are all creatures/creations in the universe of space and time, and all of this present universe has a use by date.  Let us leave such debates as Calvin and Arminius entered into with murderous force, until we see the Lord, “face to face’, for then, and only then, will we understand and there will be no argument.   Until then let us ensure that we will not let our arrogance, lead us into angry denunciations of our brethren.

DOCTRINES

SALVATION

PROPHECY: SEQUENCE OF END TIMES  

PLAN OF GOD

PARAPHRASE

“(Given the surety of the end of all things), I do not want you to be ignorant of this next fact. (God’s view of time is not the same as ours), for a day with God is as a thousand years with us, and a thousand years is as one day to him. The Lord is not slow to fulfil his promises, (he is working according to his planning and timetable), he is not slow as men think of slowness, rather he is waiting for mankind, not willing that any should perish in their sins, but that they all might come to repentance, (changing their mind about Christ). For the end, the “day of the Lord” will come, (in his time), and it will be like the sudden and shocking arrival of thieves in the night, (it will occur when the unbelievers least expect it, and it will overwhelm them). At that time the heavens will pass away totally with a frightening sound  and the very elements of the universe will melt away, their very structure dissolving and disintegrating. Everything we see now will be wiped away, like a city after an enemy army has burned it to the ground, there will be nothing left! Seeing this clearly then, what sort of people ought we to be?  Surely we ought to be people who live in a godly manner, with purity of behaviour, looking for the Lord’s coming, and by our behaviours actually hastening his return. On that day the heavens will be on fire, and will dissolve, and the very elements of the universe will disintegrate  being burned up  so that nothing remains.”

VERSES 13 - 18

“ Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14  Wherefore beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace and without spot, and blameless. 15  And account that the long suffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given to him has written unto you; 16  as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable, wrest as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17  Ye therefore beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked , fall from your own steadfastness. 18  But grow in the grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory, both now and forever, AMEN. ”

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The first verse of this section contrasts the mental attitude of the believer with that of the unbeliever, and the carnal believer. As believers who are obedient to the Word of God we are focused on the future with confidence, seeing the new heavens and new earth, rather than either being fearful or in denial about the end of this world. Peter is underlining that there should be a visible difference between us and those around us. 
Our mental attitude should be stable and focused into the future; eternal realities should be more real to us than the things of time. Sin is at home in this world, righteousness is at home in the world to come. Where are we at home? The unbeliever and the carnal believer is at home with sin, but the believer who is advancing in maturity with the Lord is at home with righteousness, and is looking forward to living in a place where this is the norm rather than the exception.

If we are in the place the Lord wants us, we are “eagerly expecting” the future within His plan. If we are in carnality we are fearful of the future. This is what is behind John’s words, “perfect love casts out fear”. 1 John 4:18. If we are occupied with the Lord in daily life, and are focused on his future for us, then we have no fear for the future, for we are part of his plan and we are relaxed with where he takes us. This mental attitude does work out in action however, in a diligence, or alertness to be living every day without sin spoiling our witness. There are three marks of the mature believer given in verse fourteen. We will be at peace, with rest in the soul, without the spot of sin in our lives, and be living so that none can blame us justly for anything wrong.

Verse fifteen reminds us of the character of our mighty Saviour God. He is long suffering towards us, and it is just as well, isn’t it!  The Lord has a “slow burning fuse” towards our sinful lives. He is patient with us; he remembers we are but dust.  Genesis 2:7, Psalm 103:14, Ecclesiastes 3:20.  

Peter’s comments on the writings of the apostle Paul in verses 14 through sixteen, are truly important indicators of the canonicity of Paul’s writings, showing us that they were accepted at the time of Peter’s writing as the words of scripture on a par to the words of the prophets of old. The way that the writer speaks here is also fresh and straight, not stylised and stiff, as later pseudapigraphist (letters written as if written by an apostle but dating to the second century) writing are. 
“Rather than pointing to a later origin this self candour of Peters is a factor in favour of authenticity. It is surely not very surprising that Peter, or any of the other original apostles for that matter, found Paul difficult. Has anyone ever found him easy?”  (Guthrie, 1962, p 157.) It is refreshing that even Peter found Paul hard to understand at times. Let us draw courage from this and press on in our studies as Peter did with his.

In Verse 16, Paul's letters are referred to as, “hard to be understood”. One commentator notes, “men’s difficulties arise in part because they look on these subjects as studies for the intellect (nous) alone.” (Lumby, 1893, p 371.) Let us ensure we are open to the Holy Spirit in our study, and even if the going is tough, persevere, for the words of Scripture are the words of life for us. John 6:68.

Of Verse 17, Mounce observes, “Once the decision has been made to disobey, human nature searches out some basis to support it’s wilful acts. At this point truth is twisted and pressed into service for a deviant lifestyle. They need to rationalise a prior decision to disobey.”  (Mounce, 1982, p 148.) A sign of a false teacher is their ability to twist a scripture to make it mean something other than it’s plain sense. Remember the old saying of Dr David L Cooper, “If the plain sense of scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense lest you find nonsense.” Beware of the twisters of the Word of God. Satan loves to twist, and so do his men and women.

Beware of the dangers of being led astray by those who will rob you of reward and the peace that the Lord promises.     Peter uses two military words here to underline the seriousness of the situation of a believer who starts to listen to the false teachers. They are in danger of falling from their secure position, being dislodged from their mental security.    Stability is the result of hearing and applying the Word of God, and nothing must move us away from that place of security that we have in obedience to God’s Holy Word. 
The challenge Peter ends the letter with is appropriate; grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. Keep on feeding on his Word, Peter urges. These may have been the last words he wrote before being taken out to be killed, and note them; grow believer, grow! How do you grow? By feeding on and applying the Word of God to daily life.

APPLICATION

A.
PERSONAL

What is most real to you believer? Do you consider the things of this world, or are you fixed upon the things of heaven?     Do you see this world in terms of eternity or are you “short sighted”? Peter challenges us to have the “eternal life perspective”.

“Verse fourteen faces us directly with the question, “how will he find me?” It is a question we must ask each day to ensure we test each action by it’s force and power. Are we at peace, without spot of sin, and without things in our lives that others could justly blame us for?  If not, we are not where the Lord wants us to be.  Have we praised him for his long suffering nature? It is only his mercy, love and “big souled” heart that keeps us alive upon the earth.  Let us praise him for who he is and what he does for us.

Of Verse 18 Green observes, “The Christian lifestyle is like riding a bicycle, unless you keep moving, you fall off.”  (Green, 1968, p 150.) We keep moving by daily feeding on the living Word of God, and by daily applying that living word to our experience. We are stabilised under pressure by our belief in the Lord’s words, and those of the prophets and apostles, and we become strong as we believe and apply them, so that they are more real than our experiences. Only then do we have the reality of the living faith that the Lord wants us to have.

B.
PASTORAL

The Lord’s words, “Feed my sheep Peter”, ring loudly in this last section do they not!. Peter reminds all pastors of the need to apply the word of God to life, and teach it often and well so that all hear the truths that will set them free from sin, and give them the peace of God that passes understanding.   Philippians 4:7.

Where is our preaching centred; on the things of this world or do we give our people the glimpse of heaven through the Lord’s Word, that they need in this weary place?

Protecting the flock of the Lord against the “twisters” is a big part of our teaching methodology. By teaching soundly, with clear hermeneutics we protect the flock from the perverters, for they will spot the difference quickly. Our sound teaching acts as an inoculation against evil. It is vital we teach our people how to learn and how not to learn the things of God.    
We are to be clear and simple in all we cover, so that the youngest present at any teaching session can draw the encouragement and spiritual growth which the Lord wants them to gain. Let us ensure that the Lord’s people are able to grow under our ministry.   To Him be the glory forever and ever!

DOCTRINES

SPIRITUALITY  

ATTITUDE

MATURITY  

PARAPHRASE

“In contrast to those who are fearful of the future, we actually eagerly look forward to the new heavens and new earth in which righteousness will be at home(just as sin is now in this present earth). For these reasons then my beloved brethren, be alert in all you do, so that you may live lives characterised by the peace that only God can give, with lives unspotted by sin, and unable to be blamed justly for any evil. Keep on being thankful for the Lord’s patience with you, for it led to your salvation, even as our beloved brother Paul has written to you before. He has often spoken of these things, in places very hard to understand, and so the unstable, twist his words, as they do the other scriptures, to their own destruction.   You therefore, knowing this beforehand, be alert, lest you also fall from your secure place, into the error of the wicked ones and so lose your firmness and stability. Rather keep on growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory, both now and  unto the time when time is no more. AMEN (so be it!)”
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