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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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“THE TWELVE” (NINE of whom have “End Times” Material)
The English title for these twelve prophetic voices from Israel and Judah’s past is misleading – to call these great men the “Minor Prophets” is to miss the point.  When combined their twelve books/booklets were the same scroll length as Isaiah, Jeremiah or Ezekiel, but they provide a framework within which the larger prophetic books are to be interpreted and understood.  They were in our Lord’s day – known as “The Twelve”.  In our Seminar we will also study Daniel, although not one of the Twelve, but who receives the revelation of the Lord that ties together the prophetic plan of God revealed to the others.
They are little books that are testimony to the nature of revelation – of God’s unfolding revelation of redemption and salvation for mankind.  In every age mankind is warned, and through these books given warnings that resonate down the centuries.  In their chronological order the books are to be studied in this seminar as follows below.  It is to be noted that three of the “Twelve” are not to be studied in this seminar, as their focus was not prophetic in the sense of “End Times”.  Not included is Jonah (written around 780 BC) – as it was a specific message to Assyria.  Nahum also, written around 713 BC, is also omitted as it is another message to Assyria to repent.  Haggai, written around 520 BC is also omitted from our study as it was specifically written to challenge the Jews to complete the building of the Post-Exilic Temple.
JOEL

written around 820 BC
subject – “The Day of the Lord” 

AMOS

Around 787 BC


“Prepare to meet Your God”
MICAH

Around 750 BC


“Who is Like Jehovah?”

HOSEA

Around 725 BC


“God’s Call to Backsliders In Days of Judgment”

ZEPHANIAH
Around 630 BC


“A Day of Desolation and/or Deliverance”

HABAKKUK
Around 625 BC


“The Just Shall Live By Faith in the Day of the Lord”

OBADIAH
Around 587 BC


“The Rock that will fail: The Kingdom that is Eternal”
DANIEL

From 600 – 535 BC

“God Rules History – it is ‘His Story’ revealed”

ZECHARIAH
Around 520 BC


“He is Coming to Judge and Rule”

MALACHI
Around 397 BC


“He is Coming with his Fore-runners”
INTRODUCTION – Joel – The First of the “End Time” Prophets
 Joel was one of the earliest of the prophets and a contemporary of Elijah and Elisha living in the days of Joash. This book is the key to the prophecies of the end times, and as it is the first of them, it sets up the categories for the others following. As such it is very important, as in our lifetime we are seeing many things that people have been waiting for since the time of Christ.  Joel begins what Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and John complete.
The date for the book at 820 BC, some say that it was at the time of the exile but internal evidence points to the earlier date.   Joash was initially a good king under the saintly High Priest Jehoida as shown in 2 Kings 12 and 2 Chronicles 24 but when Jehoida died Joash gave way to lust, and lust leads to greater and greater evils.  Power lust meant he got into murder and other sinful life patterns.  Proverbs 6:16-22.
One of the testing events sent by God to bring him to his knees was a plague of locusts, the effect of which is graphically described in Joel. It was this plague which so typified in Joel's mind the judgement of God.  Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit Joel looks down across the centuries to the last judgement of God on Israel – the Tribulation Period – but beyond it to the ruling of God upon the earth. 

JOEL AND THE DAY OF THE LORD

His subject is, the “Day of the Lord”. It is a time period which lasts for at least 1007 years. Joel makes it quite clear that the Day of the Lord lasts a long time, as it encompasses the Tribulation and the Millennium. It is a day that begins in great trouble and goes on to greatest glory. Here we have what W G Scroggie called “the unfolding drama of redemption”, the unfolding purpose of the Scriptures spelt out. Joel looks to the end of time on earth to provide meaning and focus within the crises of his time.

All doctrines were not given at once but many of them were unfolded progressively. Joel is the first prophet to talk about the Day of the Lord and its further revelation and explanation goes right through to the Book of the Revelation in 96 AD.

 It is important not to get all your interpretations on prophetic teaching from Joel, for Joel received some truth, but more was given to Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, Zechariah and eventually John on Patmos. If you are going to study prophecy do not just read one verse or book. We must get the whole truth from the whole Word of God. Never follow one commentator either, see how the passage inter-relates to the rest of the Scriptures. We have to look at the whole counsel of God. Remember the principle recorded by Paul under the Holy Spirit’s guidance in 1 Corinthians 14:32, that the words of the prophets are always subject to the words of other prophets of the Word.   All must be laid out together to get the complete truth.

Joel mentions the "Day of the Lord" five times in his book - 1:15, 2:1-2, 10-11, 30-31, 3:14-16

THREE REASONS FOR JOEL'S PROPHECY 

There are three main reasons for Joel prophecies.

[a] 
To foretell the forthcoming judgement upon Judah for their sins in his own day, and in future days.  Sadly the reasons for judgment will remain the same through history – rejection of God’s Word and Will for their life.
[b] 
To exhort Judah to turn their hearts to the Lord and so play their part in each age of history to come.

[c] 
To convince the whole world that this world's history will culminate in the Day of the Lord. The scales of justice will finally rest, and God will certainly be the victor.  Every knee will bow before the throne.  Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10.
Many people do not take Romans 12:19 seriously enough.  "Vengeance is mine I will repay says the Lord".  Hebrews 10:30-35, 12:25-29.  Justice in Joel’s day, and at the moment is very bad, for there is still rampant evil in the world. This however does not mean that justice will not be in the world at any future time. God is still on the throne, evil is not destroyed yet, but it will be. The Day of the Lord will be the time when God will move in history and finish history in His way in absolute justice.  Joel reminds us that the key prophetic word is “yet” – God’s victory is not here “yet” – but it will be.
There is no justice today, but that does not prove that there is no God. The last words of the Lord were, "I will come again", and only then evil will be removed. 1 Corinthians 11:23-29, Acts 1:6-11, Revelation 22:16-21. The Lord is not finished with this world; He is coming again.  Others amongst the early pophets will pick this theme up again and again.
Joel looked over a nation which should have known better, but it was involved in evil. They got judgement in the form of locusts and in the form of Arab invaders who came in and raped and pillaged. Joel said, "Lord justice, justice!!"  The word came back that there would be justice but, "not yet". If God says, "not yet", there is a reason for it. The trouble with many Christians is that they are praising God for what He is doing rather than who He is, and his plan must be kept in mind.  Remember, prayer is dialogue, not monologue or shopping list. Our question must always be, “Lord what are you doing here?”  “What do you want me to do in this situation?”
OUR AIM

We should be growing in knowledge of Him, so that when things are not good we can still praise Him for who He is, and the plan that He is working out, which we probably cannot see. 1 Corinthians 13:12. God says, "not yet", more often than He says, "yes".    Only if we know these things can be rest in the Lord.
He wants you to know Him in sickness and in health. Marriage would be fine if it were all wealth, health and happiness, but the challenge of character is to trust and communicate when things are bad. As with marriage, so with our relationship with God, as we walk through the dark days of this life, and maintain worship and work for the Lord.

Our Christian lives are to learn to love him because of who He is and His plan, even though we might die not seeing it fulfilled. Joel died without seeing any of his prophecies fulfilled. Peter said that these people longed to see these things which we have now but they died in faith not seeing it.  1 Peter 1:8-13.  Most believers are floating around in emotional and therefore unstable faith, but once you ground your life on the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ you get stability. 

Joel is one of those who bring you face to face with this issue. Joel introduces what progresses in 1 Thessalonians and 1 Peter. The phrase, “Day of the Lord”, occurs over 30 times in the Old Testament including Joel, Isaiah, Zechariah, Zephaniah and Ezekiel. If you go through those thirty passages, you will find that the phrase, "the Day of the Lord", will take you through the Tribulation, the battle of Armageddon, into the Millennium.  Be a Berean believer and study it all!

This ties in with the subject in Systematic Theology of Covenants and Dispensations. God has a plan, but it is only when you study the Word of God systematically that you see these things. In order to understand it you have to look at every verse and saturate yourself with the Word of God. As a young minister if you put all the verses of a particular topic onto a sheet and try and then group them, you will see how the subject all fits together. You then see what the whole doctrine is but you need to lock yourself away for a day to do that. This will allow you to lead your people through it in half an hour.

You are to “study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not be ashamed”. 2 Timothy 2:14-16.  You are to cut a straight furrow through the Word. Luke 9:62, Acts 17:11. The early church only had the Old Testament. Good men differ in this area of prophetic interpretation, so don't be too dogmatic in such areas as to absolute interpretations of unfulfilled prophesies. 

Where good men differ, do not get arrogant yourself. Disagree with people with decorum and humility. The Lord will correct us all in eternity. It is however always important to distinguish between Israel and the Church. The Church is restricted to the New Testament, mainly outside the Gospels. If something is in the Old Testament it is basically for Israel and understanding that will help clarify most topics.

ACTS 15:7-18
In Acts 15:7-12 the issue of the status of the Gentiles is raised and the position of the Jews in the Church is queried. In addition the position of Judaism in the Church is also discussed. It was decided that they were not to bring new Gentile Christians to be Jewish proselytes, that the Church was a new body, and different from Israel. The Church was made up of people who were neither, Jew or Gentile, neither bond nor free, neither male or female, they are all one in Christ Jesus. Read the next verses 13 - 18.  Galatians 3:28, Colossians 3:11.
This passage in Acts 15 is the start of the Holy Spirit's revelation of this great change in world history, and the beginning of a new phase in God's eternal plan. It was also seen that the Gentiles needed to be circumcised of heart not in the flesh. This concept was later alluded to by Paul in his letter to the Galatians. If you are a Gentile believer you are a Christian, if you are a Jewish believer you are also a Christian. He is calling out a people for his name, the church.    

In Acts 15:16, he says that, "after this I will return and build the tabernacle of David which has fallen down". While he was saying this James could look out and see the Temple there. It was not demolished until AD 70. So therefore after the Gentiles have been called out the Lord Jesus Christ will return to rebuild the Tabernacle of David. After this he will take up again with Israel. Israel is not finished with yet. Here and in verse 17 we have a clear indication that there will be a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem.

ROMANS 11:1-27
Turn to and read Romans 11:1,11, 12, 15, 23,  25 - 27.    Paul says that the church is going to provoke the Jews to come back to the Lord. Here again there is evidence that God is not finished with Israel.

There are many prophecies that have not been fulfilled. This does not mean that they will not be fulfilled, they will. We should not spiritualise these prophecies as Origen did in the third century, even though they are a valley of spiritually dry bones at the moment. If you preach Christ in Israel nowadays you will end up in trouble, but also the same truth applies in Athens.  They do not want the Word of God in Israel at this time, but Joel says that there will be a time when they will. Joel introduces us to the vastness of God's plan, and the certainty of revival for Israel.  Zechariah 12:10ff builds on this.
The church is not the be all and end all of God’s Plan – that viewpoint is built upon Western arrogance, not biblical truth. We are spiritually superior to the believers of the Jewish Dispensation, being royal family rather than family under Israel. We are superior in Christ to Abraham. 1 Peter 2:1-10. Whilst the church is not Israel, the plan of God is working out and Israel has a future. They will look on Him who they have pierced.

DIVISION OF THE BOOK OF JOEL

[a] 
Chapter 1 - A plague of locusts looking into the immediate future.
[b] 
Chapter 2:1-11 - Imminent judgement.
[c] 
Chapter 2:12-27  - The call to repentance.
[d] 
Chapter 2:28- 3:20 - The distant future. Here we have a good example of what is called the prophetic law of double reference. A prophecy is given and it has an immediate fulfilment and also a far fulfilment

In  Joel 2:28 - 3:2 there is an example where the chapter break is artificial and not inspired. Here we have Jehosophat's valley or the plain of Armageddon. This ties in with Zechariah, Ezekiel and the Revelation. Joel sees this in order as shown with the use of the word, "then", in verse 28. 

They look to the mount of Zion/Olives – higher than the Temple Mount. Who will come back to Mount Zion? The Lord Jesus Christ will.  As His feet touch the Mount of Olives the mount will split in half the book of Zechariah tells us. This is reflected by the statement in Acts 1:6-11, where man is told that the Lord will come back in like manner to His departure.

In verse 28 we have a passage which was quoted by Peter in his sermon on the day of Pentecost as seen in Acts 2:17-21. If you compare Joel and Acts you will find there is a difference in some words. This is because Peter is quoting from the Septuagint (Greek version of the text), and Joel, as it is in our Old Testament, is from the Masoretic or Hebrew text.   

Ask yourself of Acts 2, is this a complete fulfilment of Joel? Peter has a problem (if he intended it to be) as the moon has not turned into blood and many other facets of the passage in Joel are not present, including the fact that the Spirit of the Lord is not poured out on all flesh, only on the believers. There was a great cloud on the day of the Cross, but no blood in the sky at Pentecost.

The Greek idiom Peter uses explains the problem. The phrase translated, "this is that", does not mean what it appears to mean in the English, what it can mean in the first century is, "this is like that". The real thing is to come, but this prefigures it. This is a foretaste of what will come. What Joel spoke of is beginning….  When he comes again the prophecy of Joel will be fulfilled completely. Three thousand people were saved at Pentecost.     
Enough of Joel was fulfilled there however to show to these people that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God. Joel is a two edged sword which can be badly misquoted. The second fulfilment will come in and after the Armageddon campaign. The Lord will return and salvation will totally come to Zion, where the Jewish believers are under maximum pressure and have looked upon the one they have pierced and believed on Him.

Paul in Romans 11, says that the Lord is going to do something great with Israel.  For the first time in history since 70AD, Israel as a nation has re-established itself in our day. This is after 1900 years of dispersion. We should know this prophecy as we may live to see it fulfilled in our or our children's day!  Matthew 24:32-25:46, Luke 21:29-31.
JOEL'S PROPHECY

It is of interest that Joel, who was the first among the prophets ministering in the ninth century BC, has provided the fullest Old Testament view of the final fulfilment of prophecy as follows:-

[a] The invasion of the land of Israel by Gentile forces in preparation to Armageddon. 


2:1-10
[b] The order by the Lord to His army and preparation for the destruction of the enemy. 


2:11

[c] The repentance of the Israelites. 








2 12:-17

[d] The Lord promises deliverance for the Israelites. 






2:18-27

[e] The promise of the future provision of the Holy Spirit with attendant manifestations. 


2:28-29

[f] The signs of the Second Advent of Christ. 







2:30-32

[g] The final re-gathering of Israel and judgement of the nations at Armageddon or the Valley of Jehosophat.  3:1-16

[h] The establishment of the Millennial Kingdom on the earth with its blessing. 



3:17-21
DOCTRINES

CHURCH AND ISRAEL,  DISPENSATIONS,  CHURCH,  CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

CHAPTER 1

JOEL 1:1-4
1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel. 2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? 3 Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation. 4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpillar eaten. 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel. 
Joel is the earliest of all the prophets It was written 830 to 800 BC. Joel was a contemporary of Homer who wrote about things that had happened in the past such as the Trojan wars while Joel wrote about the future. Joel dealt with a catastrophe in his day in the form of a locust invasion which nearly destroyed the economy of the nation. He ministered in the southern kingdom of Judea around Jerusalem
Some 50 years after Joel the Assyrian invasions will begin to be a problem for Israel. There will be four great invasions where Assyria dominates Israel in the fourth of five levels of discipline as given in Leviticus 26. There will also be a message for the Tribulation Period, which will parallel what was happening in his day.

Joel means Jehovah is God and specifically relates to the Lord Jesus Christ who is the manifest person of the Trinity. We have no other background to Joel. He had a good vocabulary and is quoted from by Isaiah and Amos. Joel set the scene for later prophetic revelation, as he was the first of the recorded prophets.
The Old Testament is divided into three, the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings. The Prophets section is divided into three categories Pre Assyrian, Pre Exilic and Post Exilic. Joel is by himself as the only Pre Assyrian prophet, Pre Exilic prophets include Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and most of the group known as the minor prophets. Post Exilic prophets are Zechariah and Malachi. To be included in the Prophets section the authors had to have the gift and office of prophet.

David and Daniel whilst having the gift of prophecy did not have the office of Prophet and their contribution to the Old Testament falls into the Writings section. 
An indication of the early date of Joel is shown by the fact that Joel is quoted by both Amos and Isaiah. Amos 1:2 is a quote from Joel 3:16,  Amos 9:13 and Joel 3:18. Amos ministered in the northern kingdom from 810 to 775 BC. By quoting Joel it shows that Joel predated that. Isaiah 13:6 cf Joel 1:15.

There is no mention of a king in Judah at this time. The king was Joash but he was a minor and there was therefore a regency of the elders and high priests of Judah governing in his stead. Joel therefore ministered during the time that Joash was in his minority.

Pethuel in verse one is his father. The father’s name means the graciousness of God. His name indicates that someone in his family understood the word of God and commemorates those parents who have taught their children biblical truths.

2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? 3 Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their  children, and their children another generation. 

In verse 2 we have a kal imperative which is the equivalent of saying “now hear this”. The old men are in fact the elders of Israel. These are the people who are ruling during the infancy of Joash. He will talk about the present catastrophe with the locusts destroying the crops but will point to the future invasions by the Assyrians. He not only warns the elders but also all the inhabitants that the situation is dire. It is even worse than in their father’s day or in recorded history.

In verse 3 the country is in apostasy and in trouble. They are instructed to tell their children and their grandchildren. This is in the imperative mood which means it is a command. To recover from this type of apostasy there needs to be in depth instruction of the next generations.

Many of the prophets used the same pattern with disasters in their countries which are used as an example to a wandering nation to return to the Lord. If the southern kingdom had responded to the teaching of Joel the level of problems would have been decreased but because they continued the level of discipline was increased from the third to fourth level.

4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpillar eaten.

The great Assyrian empire reached a height in 745 BC and continued to 612 BC when it was finally crushed by a combination of the Chaldeans, Medes and Scythians. The locust plague is an economic disaster on a basically rural economy. This plague became the basis for his eschatology and warning of the invasions of the Assyrians which will come in 4 waves over the next two hundred years.

The Assyrians which were the dominant empire at this time were constrained geographically by mountain ranges. The Tigris and Euphrates valley was the greatest oasis in the ancient world only paralleled by Egypt and the Nile. Nineveh was towards the northern area of what is called the fertile crescent

The high mountains which protect it to the north go to the Yellow Sea. The mountains of Armenia were inhabited by Hittites who started the Iron Age which gave them superiority over the Bronze Age which preceded it. This combined with the mountains kept the armies from the east out of Mesopotamia. When the armies came from Mongolia they moved into Russia and Turkey. 

The remnant of these groups are seen in the Finns and Hungarians whose languages indicate their Hamitic origin. The Mongolians would head into China or India but rarely into the Middle East. The Alps also kept these groups out of Italy and Greece allowing for the flourishing of the Greek and Roman Civilisations.
With the disturbance of the Hittites by the Scythians the Assyrians took over the iron trade as a land monopoly while the Phoenicians became the sea traders in iron eventually establishing their own smelters in Spain. There were two sections of the Phoenicians, the Sidonian Phoenicians based in Palestine and the Carthaginians based in north Africa. The Phoenicians set up their smelting areas in Spain and called the area Tarshish. This is where Jonah headed rather than going to evangelise Nineveh.
During the Second Punic Wars a group of Carthaginians sailed out through the Straits of Gibraltar headed into the Atlantic and arrived in America not far from Baltimore predating other explorers by over 1500 years. The Assyrians had no pretence of a navy to counteract the Sea Peoples so they shared the monopoly on the Iron Age trade.
With the inbreeding in the royal line of Assyria some of the rulers were imbeciles. This was the case when Pulu the royal gardener at Nineveh successfully engineered a coup d’etat and set himself up as the ruler under the name Tiglath-Pileser III. There followed a series of three great leaders in Assyria Sargon II , Senacherib and Esar-Haddon. We will see all four as a species of locusts in verse 4, the Palmer worm, Locust Canker worm and caterpillar. 

In verse 4 you have interpretation based on the locusts. The palmer worm is a type of locust called the devourer which takes off the corn cob or wheat head from the crop, the locust eats the stalk, the canker worm the stubble and the caterpillar the root. So a combination of all four removes everything. We should note that in the Hebrew are four different words for these insects.
Tiglath-Pileser III  [745-727 BC] commenced his first campaign in 744 BC with a push against the Urartu who were in the process of nibbling away at the Assyrian’s northern border. He then turned west and captured portions of the northern kingdom of Israel [2 Kings 15:29] and Menahem, of Israel paid tribute. Five years later he was strengthening his north east border which encouraged Damascus in the west to try and loosen its ties with Assyria. As a result Tiglath – Pileser reorganised his northern boundary during 733-732 BC. 
In 2 Kings 16:5 Rezin of Damascus and Pekah king of Israel wages war against Ahaz of Judah apparently in an effort to force him into an alliance against Tiglath-Pileser. They besieged Jerusalem but did not take it. However it was a time of great instability as Hoshea made a conspiracy against Pekah and killed him and took over the throne of Israel. 

Ahaz sent an emissary to Tiglath –Pileser confirming that he was his subject inviting the Assyrians to come and relieve him because of the oppression of Damascus and Israel. As a result Tiglath – Pileser attacked Damascus, took many of its inhabitants away and killed Rezin. In 729 Tiglath-Pileser took Babylon and became its ruler; the first Assyrian king to be called king of Babylon since Tukulti Ninurta I in 1234 BC.
It is therefore apparent that the relationship between Pul and Judah was one where Assyria was dominant over Judah. Tiglath- Pileser died in 727 having built his palace at Nimrud. In order that he would not start a dynasty the family of Tiglath-Pileser was murdered. 
Sargon II [722-705 BC] became king of Assyria about 5 years after the death of Tiglath Pileser III succeeding Shalmaneser. His palace was at Khorsabad where the chronology of his reign is carved in stone. He, like his predecessor, was constantly on campaigns especially against the Urartu, who seem to have been in almost constant revolt against the Assyrians. The Assyrian empire was perhaps too large for its resources and those interested in its downfall were constantly making alliances against the rulership. 

He moved against one of these alliances consisting of Damascus, Samaria [or the nation Israel], and others with Samaria falling in 721 BC, resulting in the northern Kingdom going into captivity. 2 Kings 17:6. The southern kingdom still was paying tribute to the Assyrians at this time. He was killed in a battle at Tabalu north of the Taurus Mountains in the month of Ab 705 BC.
Sennacherib [705-681 BC] [2 Kings 18:13] succeeded his father Sargon II and besieged Jerusalem in the days of King Hezekiah. His first campaign was against Merodach-baladan king of Babylon on whom he inflicted a terrifying defeat. 

Scholars are divided as to how many invasions of Judah took place but it appears that two such invasions occurred one recorded by Sennacherib where the result was payment of a large tribute by Hezekiah as a vassal king while the second recorded in the Bible involved the siege of Jerusalem and the miraculous destruction of the Assyrian army and subsequent raising of the siege and retirement of Sennacherib back to Assyria [2 Kings 18:17-19:37] Sennacherib represents the third locust. He was eventually murdered by two of his three sons while campaigning in the east of his empire.  

Esarhaddon [681-669 BC] 2 Kings 19:37 succeeded his father Sennacherib. He had been named as the successor even though he was not the oldest son. His father and all before him, had conquered most of the Middle East. The only area that had not been conquered by the Assyrians was Egypt. This king is the equivalent of the caterpillar or fourth locust who eats out the roots. The roots here is Egypt which he conquered. 

He also took Manasseh king of Judah to Babylon bound with fetters of bronze 2 Chronicles 33:11. This shows how subservient the king of Judah had become to Assyria. The account in 2 Chronicles continues with Manasseh praying to the Lord and the Lord bringing him back to Jerusalem to continue his reign.

Three kings followed Esarhaddon but there was another group rising in the Middle East to challenge them; the Chaldeans and Medes. Only 57 years after his death the Assyrian empire and Nineveh ceased to exist due to its utter destruction by a combination of the Chaldeans, Medes, and Scythians. 
At long last a confederation of nations were able to remove the curse of the four locusts. However Judah did not respond and repent, and so the fifth stage of discipline, removal from the land, was just a few short years ahead in 586BC under the Babylonian ruler Nebuchadnezzar [see book of Daniel].
APPLICATION 

It is always the message not the man. The content of the message is preserved rather than the messenger. The Lord could get along without Joel but Joel could not get along without the Lord. There is no individual who is indispensable for the Lord’s work.

The Lord disciplines nations because of habitual rejection of biblical principles. An example would be Anti Semitism where powerful nations have gone into a disaster situation. Often it is only when there is a personal or national disaster that people’s minds are actively concentrated on finding answers. They consider where they can get help and recover from the situation.
When liberalism or humanism comes into a country it takes a generation to remove it. In the West we have seen the education system becoming secular humanism in its outlook. Once that has been taught a group of teachers will arise which will be convinced that such an outlook is correct and will instruct the next generation. Only one thing will ever reach this group and that is the gospel.

DOCTRINES

PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).

e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).

g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONS -NATIONAL DISCIPLINE

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

ANTI-SEMITISM

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

APOSTASY

JOEL 1:5-9
5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth. 6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. 7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white. 8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. 9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; the priests, the LORD's ministers, mourn. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth.

Verse 5 is a special warning to the escapists. In Joel’s day just before the locust invasion there was a time of great prosperity. 
Several new types of grapes and barley had been cultivated with much of it being converted to wine and beer. As a result they had a nation with a high level of alcoholism. Alcoholism is a form of escapism. Awake is in the hithpael stem and imperative mood while weep is in the kal stem. Where the kal follows the hithpael they are related. The command to wake up is logically followed by weeping and howling.

Here it is a command to wake up the drunks as this time of great blessing is rapidly coming to a close. Weeping is generally a sign of disorientation to life. The crutch of alcohol has been removed and therefore the drunk is disorientated and is ordered to weep. 

Those in Israel have two alternatives to weep and howl over their problems or to turn to God and doctrine and receive inner happiness in a time of national disaster. There is no new wine as the grapes have been destroyed by the locusts so the means of sublimation has been taken away permanently from the drunkards. 
6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. 7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white. 
We now see the Assyrian invasion. The Assyrians control the northern part of Mesopotamia becoming a great nation industrially and in a military sense as well. 
As a result of the Assyrian invasion Joel describes a series of calamities which are going to befall the Jews. The Assyrians are described as a strong populous nation with an overpowering ability to destroy as described in the phrase “whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion.” 

In verse 7 the invasion is an economic disaster with the crops being destroyed causing huge food shortage. This is a technique used by invading forces to ensure that those who survive the invasion are likely to be eliminated by the consequent famine.

8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. 9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; the priests, the LORD's ministers, mourn. 
In verse 8 we have the sad sight of a young bride who is lamenting the loss of her husband wearing sackcloth in her mourning. In an invasion situation this scene may be duplicated many times. There was a case in the First World War after one of the major battles in France where in a northern city in England streams of widows dressed in black poured out of the houses mourning the loss of their husbands on the western front. War can be very cruel. The misery is intense, the situation hopeless.
In verse 9 it affects the offerings at the Temple. The meat and drink offerings represent different parts of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. Because of economic disaster the opportunity to offer sacrifices at the Temple is cut off. The priests can therefore not teach as they taught through the offerings. The priests therefore mourn. 
APPLICATION 

There are many reasons for drinking including boredom, frustration, a miserable set of circumstances from which there is no apparent escape but sublimation is no escape. Once a person sobers up the problem is still there.

We have two alternatives to weep and howl over our problems or to turn to God and doctrine and receive inner happiness in a time of national disaster. Alcoholism on a major scale leads to national degeneracy. 
DOCTRINES

DRINKING ALCOHOL

WEEP AND HOWL

WEEPING

HAPPINESS:  HAPPINESS AND EXPERIMENTS IN ECCLESIASTES

MILITARY FORCES

OFFERINGS:  LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENT CHRIST

SALVATION:  EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

JOEL 1:10-20

10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth. 11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished. 12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men. 13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God. 14 Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD, 15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 17 The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is withered. 18 How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 19 O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. 20 The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth.11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished. 12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men. 
Here we see total devastation as far as the land is concerned. The fields are desolate, there is a dull pall over the countryside, the corn from which bread and some of the offerings and provision at the Temple are made is not available. The grapes as well as the olive trees are gone. The people are famished. This is a method used by Stalin in the Ukraine in the 1930’s where all the produce was removed and people starved to death.

The catalogue of economic disaster for a rural economy continues with the destruction of the cereal crops and the fruit trees and this causes depression and sadness to the inhabitants of the land.
13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God. 14 Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD, 
The recommended attitude of the priests and ministers in the Temple to this national crisis is now given. The country is under judgment and the spiritual leaders are to repent and indicate the national repentance by putting on sackcloth and throwing themselves on the mercy of God.
In verse 14 confession of sins is commanded and this is to be on a national scale. The fasting is to use time normally used for the normal and legitimate actions in life and spend it in Bible Study and prayer. The people are commanded to set aside time used for other things to present themselves before the Lord at the Temple.
It is noted that this is a civil rather than a religious convocation so it is the elders of the people who are told to assemble the people. The fact that it is the elders and not the king who are instructed to convene the solemn assembly is because the king is still a youth at this time and therefore it is a time of a regency. 
The crying to the Lord can be in two areas, confession for the believer and conversion for the unbeliever.
15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 17 The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is withered. 18 How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 19 O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. 20 The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

In these verses we have a distant fulfilment as we see that it is related to the “Day of the Lord” which is a technical term for the period of the Tribulation and Millennium. What we have in view here is the period of the Tribulation leading up to the Second Advent of Christ. The phrase “at hand” means that it will come in its allotted time in history.

During this time especially after the erection of the Abomination of Desolation or the statue of the Antichrist in the Temple there will be no joy and gladness. As a result of the invasion of the King of the North we see the destruction of crops in verse 17 and animals in verse 18.

In verse 19 we have an anguished prayer from the remnant. This is a nation in its death throes and represents the failure on the part of believers. The fire or enemy forces have destroyed everything causing great distress to the domesticated animals because the pasture is gone and there is a major drought. 
APPLICATION 

We as spiritual leaders of our land must make people aware of their unresponsive attitude towards God and intercede as a remnant for our nation. If the nation does not return to the Lord it will eventually come under judgment. Signs of divine judgment are seen in many places including Australia due to drought.
The Temple and previously the Tabernacle represented not only a place where God communed with Israel but also described the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our “Temple” is in fact the Bible where the whole realm of God is given to us in writing. We are therefore in fasting or presenting ourselves before God to undertake Bible study and prayer.

As the salt of the earth the remnant needs to bring intercession with God through prayer for the nation because evil policies and the acceptance by legislators of anti Biblical legislation the country is drifting away from Divine blessing.
DOCTRINES
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CHAPTER 2

JOEL 2:1-11

1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations. 3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. 4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. 6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness. 7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: 8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 
In verse 1 to 9 we have Armageddon. This is written from the viewpoint of the Jews ling in the Tribulation. There are a five passages in the Scriptures which develop Armageddon.  Daniel 11:40-45, Ezekiel Chapters 38, 39, Revelation 16:12-16, Zechariah chapters 12 and 14 and this passage, The passages develop something different and have different emphasis

“Blow ye the trumpet” literally means blow the ram’s horn. The ram’s horn (shofar) is to be blown in Zion or Jerusalem. The Jews in ancient times had a series of mountain or hill top locations which allowed for the transmission of warnings, by ram’s horn during the day and by fire at night. 

This was the type of message delivery system that Herod would have employed when tracing the journey of the Wise Men from the East as they entered into his territory.

The inhabitants of the land are those who reside in southern Judea who will tremble at the sound of the ram’s horn as it means that an invader is entering their land. Again this is at the time of the Day of the Lord which relates it to the same time of the last verses of chapter 1.

2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations. 

In verse 2 we have an analogy and relates to the day when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to the earth. It is a day of darkness. This supernatural darkness affects the strategic situation not only in Jerusalem but also in the areas of Edom, Moab and Ammon. It protects two groups of believers, those who are fighting in Jerusalem and those who have fled to the mountains three and a half years earlier.

The darkness is the same type of darkness as was experienced at the Cross between noon and three in the afternoon. Up to this time humanly speaking the situation as far as the Jews are concerned is hopeless. Ezekiel 38 and 39 is the description of clouds for the invading armies. 
Thick darkness is abnormal darkness with no light. It will be so dark that the only light that will be seen will be the light of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory to set up His Millennial reign on the earth. Isaiah 13:9,10 Zechariah 14:6,7, Ezekiel 32:7,8, Joel 2:10,11 Amos 5:18, Matthew 24:29Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12. 

The unusual darkness stops all the armies in the area manoeuvring. The Hebrew word “Shachar “ translated in the KJV as morning should be translated dawn. In mountainous areas when the day dawns the sun gradually illuminates the landscape. There are pockets of darkness. By analogy although the armies of the king of the north cannot be stopped there will be areas where the sun has been unable to penetrate, and where resistance will continue. 

In Daniel 11:40-41 the King of the North follows the main roads down into Egypt and on his return tries to mop up the areas he has previously bypassed. On his return he has Jerusalem as his objective. He is said to be great and strong, the strongest military group ever to be involved in warfare. Joel 2:22, Daniel 11:45, Ezekiel 38,39.
3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. 
In verse 3 it changes from dawn to fire which demonstrates the fierceness of the King of the North. In order to understand the situation here we need to have experienced invasion. The horrors of invasion are described in Zechariah 12 and 14 . The terrible change in circumstances is given by the picture of the landscape being as the Garden of Eden before the arrival of the enemy, and like a scorched dead plain afterwards. When the invader comes in the economy goes. It shows that prior to the invasion Israel will be green and prosperous.

The phrase “and nothing shall escape him” is literally in the Hebrew, “Escape shall not be unto him”. Him refers to the dictator of Palestine, the man from the tribe of Dan who is the false Christ. Him also relates to the king of the north. In Daniel 11:45 it says that he shall come to an end.

4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. 
In verses 4 and 5 we have the description of the invaders. The king of the north has a very mobile army as seen by the phrase horses and horsemen and they shall run. This is a type of blitzkrieg. His movements are characterised by rapid advance. Chariots are comparable to armoured forces Ezekiel 39:20, Daniel 11:40. They make a great noise. These are strong people organised for battle

6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness. 7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: 8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 

The reaction to the invasion is that they will receive pain. The word pain is used for childbirth therefore it means a lot of pain. All faces shall gather blackness is better translated “All faces shall have a flush of anxiety”.  This passage continues that they shall run like mighty men, they will climb the walls. 

These are very powerful, well trained people who are able to climb over the defences of their enemy. The discipline of the troops is portrayed in the phrase, “they shall march everyone in his path”, which is further expanded in the rest of verse 7 in the fact that they will not break ranks. The king of the north is a godless man but commands a well trained army. 
In verse 8 we read that, “neither shall one thrust another”. This means to jostle, to be standing next to someone in the ranks and injure them with your spear. They will be well disciplined marching in ranks and when they are fighting they will not be affected in modern day speech by “friendly fire”.
In verse 9 it shows that when they reach the city they will have easy passage and easily access the houses as a tactical strike force in house to house fighting. Zechariah 14:1,2. They therefore are very effective in an urban area assault.
10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 
In these verses we see God providing a solution to these problems. The earth shall quake is in the perfect tense which shows that this earthquake is a certainty and has been known by God in eternity past to occur at this time. This is when the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ touch the earth at the Second Advent at the Mount of Olives – Zechariah 14:4.
The reason for the earthquake is to split the Mount of Olives so that the believers who are bottled up in Jerusalem can escape and they will pass down the new valley into protection and freedom from military pressure.

The sun moon and stars will be darkened and a type of darkness similar to that which shrouded the Cross during the last three hours starting at noon when the sins of the world were placed on Christ will occur. 

This darkness covers the world and allows the whole world be it normally daytime or night to see the Lord returning in His glory as the light of the world. Isaiah 13:9,10, Ezekiel 32:7,8, Joel 3:15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12. This allows for the fulfilment of Revelation 1:7. 

11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?
Here we have the turning of the tide in the Armageddon campaign. With the phrase, “The Lord shall utter his voice”, is related to the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ will undertake all of the fighting in the defeat of the heathen armies which will be destroyed by the word of the Lord. 

Even though the armies which follow Christ are enormous, comprising all the Church age saints, it is the supreme strength of the Lord Jesus Christ which resolves the battle. This is a day of great slaughter. Revelation 19. The only ones who can abide it are the believing remnant, all others are despatched in the greatest battlefield slaughter the world has ever seen.

We note that this army is unusual because the leader of the army is actually leading the army rather than directing the army from a secure rearward position. 
ARMAGEDDON AND THE VICTORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

The word Armageddon is known throughout the world as a place of ultimate disaster as far as war is concerned. In a similar way to Biblical phrases such as the “writing on the wall”, the “casting of the first stone” the word Armageddon is synonymous with disaster. What is Armageddon, where is it, what is it all about? 

Like so much of great importance in today’s world it is centred on the small country of Israel, the piece of real estate which God promised to the Jews in Genesis 15:18. This promise or the Palestinian Covenant was an unconditional covenant made by God. It has never been fulfilled but will be in the future during the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ during the Millennium when He will also fulfil the Davidic Covenant to Israel.

Armageddon represents mans last attempt to thwart the plan of God and will occur in the Great Tribulation which immediately precedes His return in glory to set up His kingdom on earth.

Revelation 16:12-16 is the only passage in which the word Armageddon is mentioned. It deals with the penultimate of the bowl judgments. It states “12  And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth  his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 16  And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
In this passage we see all the armies of the world being gathered to the battle of the great day of God Almighty. The Greek word for “battle” is POLEMOS rather than MACHE indicating that this is part of a campaign

In verse 12 we see that to facilitate access for the eastern armies the Euphrates is dried up. 

In verse 13 and 14 we see that the means of enticing the armies into the Middle East is very strong demonic deception. With this level of demonic activity it is clear that Satan who knows that his time is short wants to get all the armies of the world into this arena in order to eliminate the Jews for if all the Jews can be eliminated the unconditional covenants cannot be fulfilled.

In verse 15 we see that this development will come unexpectedly and that the closest of walks with God is essential.

The final verse in this passage shows where this is going to occur – Armageddon. Armageddon is derived from the Hebrew Har Megiddo meaning the hill or city of Megiddo which was on the southern rim of the Plain of Esdraelon. Megiddo is situated about 100 kilometres north west of Jerusalem.
It was famous for two great victories , those of Barak and Deborah over the Canaanites in Judges 4:15 and Gideon over the Midianites in Judges 7. There were also two kings killed here; Saul in the battle of Gilboa in 1 Samuel 31:8, and Josiah at the hands of Pharaoh Necho in 2 Kings 23:29-30, 2 Chronicles 35:22.

In the early 19th century Napoleon Bonaparte on seeing it remarked that all the armies of the world could manoeuvre in such a place. 

WHO ARE INVOLVED?

There are four groups that are involved with the final Armageddon campaign. 

[a] The King of the North  - Daniel 11:40-44

[b] The King of the East – Revelation 16:12 [see above]

[c] The King of the South  - Daniel 11:40

[d] The Antichrist based in Rome – Daniel 11:35-44

DANIEL 11:36-44

All the events described in Daniel 11 prior to this section have dealt with past events. They have mostly dealt with the intricacies of the relationship between Ptolemy’s dynasty of Egypt and that of Seluchus the two long term lines that came out of the battle for Alexander’s Empire by his surviving generals. 

We are now introduced to the world ruler in verse 36-45 who is designated as the king.

36  And the king shall do according to his will [ The world ruler can do this as a world ruler he has to please no one but himself] ; and he shall exalt  himself, and magnify himself above every god,[He also takes on absolute power in the religious realm 2 Thessalonians 2:4] and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, [He blasphemes against God Daniel 7:25] and shall prosper [the world will be persuaded to worship him by the miracles the false prophet will perform in his name Revelation 13:11-15] till the indignation be accomplished:[His evil work was known by God and is used for His plan] for that that is determined shall be done. [The length of his successful reign is determined by God.]
37  Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. [He sets aside any religious heritage, any relationship with women in order to promote himself as god himself.  He does not seek any Messiah other than himself.] 
38  But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: [He will promote military forces] and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. [Here as Satan’s man Satan rewards him with great riches and power.]
39  Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. [With leaders around the world battling for power through Satanic intrigue the world is divided.]

40  And at the time of the end [The end of the Jewish age just before the Second Advent of Christ] shall the king of the south [Pan Arabic group] push at him: and the king of the north [Northern confederation of Russia, Iran etc ] shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. [Therefore the northern and southern confederation will fight against the Antichrist.]
41  He shall enter also into the glorious land,[The King of the North now moves his forces into Israel and he conquers and subdues much of the Middle East] and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.[These are the areas reserved by God for the fleeing remnant of the Jews to protect them in the 2nd half of the Tribulation.]
42  He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43  But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. [He attacks Egypt and the King of the South who initiated the problems and conquers them and approaches both Ethiopia and Libya in a southern and western penetration.]
44  But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make  away many. [While he is dealing with the problems in the south he hears of the Eastern Armies crossing the Euphrates and problems in the North, the World Leader getting active and returns to Israel.]

45  And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace [His army headquarters] between the seas [Mediterranean and Galilee] in the glorious holy mountain; [Mount Zion near to Jerusalem] yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.

We need to remember that the World Leader has been operating under a cloak of darkness due to the 5th bowl judgment in Revelation 16:10-11. “And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 11  And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their  sores, and repented not of their deeds.” and that the King of the North has taken advantage of that to make an attack southwards against the southern ruler.

FINAL JUDGMENT

The final judgment is the 7th bowl with great tectonic changes to the earth announcing the return of Christ as Judge and King – Revelation 16:17-21.  

17 “And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18  And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19  And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 20  And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21  And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.”
APPLICATION 

We need to warn people of the future history of the world based on Biblical prophecy. We need so to speak, as they did in ancient times when they sounded the ram’s horn (Shofar).
A successful army is always a well trained and highly disciplined army. It is normally impossible to take strategic defended locations without being well trained and disciplined.
The way that a well disciplined army superior in numbers can be destroyed is when God intervenes such as in the destruction of the Assyrian Empire army besieging Jerusalem under Sennacherib where 185,000 troops were eliminated overnight and in the defeat of the heathen attackers at the Second Advent when Christ intervenes. Revelation 19. 

Christ can deal with a humanly hopeless situation. We need to thank God daily that we as individuals and as a nation exist by His grace.

When a person or nation suffers a catastrophe it should wake them up to consider accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. Solutions to catastrophes and its sufferings is through God alone.
DOCTRINES

JERUSALEM

ZION

CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

JOEL 2:12-17

12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: 16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 
The Lord pleads with the Jews to turn to Him and accept Him for whom He is with all your heart. The word heart here means your mentality and will. In the Jewish Age repentance was accompanied by a number of overt acts, fasting, weeping and mourning.
Fasting involved the setting aside of normal legitimate activities in life and using the time for Bible study and prayer. An example of this would be Isaiah giving bible studies in Jerusalem while the Assyrian hordes under Sennacherib were approaching and besieging Jerusalem. This fasting was successful and God destroyed the Assyrian army overnight and saved Jerusalem.
Weeping is generally shown as negative in the Scripture. This weeping is paralleled in Zechariah 12:11-14 where it is a manifestation of faith. Mourning reflects the awareness of what the unbeliever has missed out on in the time before salvation. This is going to be the reaction also of those who could have been in the Rapture of the Church but as unbelievers who had heard the gospel they mourn.
Often as a sign of great anguish or frustration a person would tear their clothes. The Lord says that it is the internal attitude of the person rather than the outward display of sorrow that He is looking for. The rending of the garments could also be an emotional response, the Lord is looking for repentance rather than an emotional outburst. As the Tribulation is a time of unremitting catastrophes sublimation will be at an all time high including drugs and the search for happiness. 
Some of the characteristics of God is now given with Him being gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness. God’s plan is one of grace. In eternity past looking down the corridors of time God knew that His relationship with man would need to be on the basis of grace. Mercy is the other side of the coin which is how His plan works in time as it represents grace in action.
As a result of his gracious nature the Lord is patient with us and treats us in loving kindness. These are also characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22,23.
Because of the justice and righteousness of God He must judge evil but through grace and our acceptance of it by believing in Christ He is able to treat us in love. Repent in this verse ascribes to God a human characteristic which He does not have so that we can understand the options of His attitude between salvation and unbelief, that He has found a way. God of course knows everything in time both past, present and future.
14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God? 
In the phrase “Who knoweth if he will return ” the word if does not occur in the original. As the Jews were well aware that the Lord would return this phrase acknowledges that He will return but we do not know when. It can there be rephrased as “Who knoweth when he will return”. 

The words “and repent” deals with the next stage in the Plan of God for the Jews. Up to the Second Advent of Christ the Jews are in dispersion into which they were sent by the Lord in AD 70. On His return the Lord will whistle for his people and they will all return to the Land where He will rule over them as King of the Jews.

“And leaving a blessing behind” means to leave a gift which is not earned or deserved by the recipient. What is this blessing, it is the blessing of the Millennium. The response of the Jews who are no longer under dispersion is to offer meat and drink offerings in the newly built Millennial temple Ezekiel chapters 40-48. These offerings are similar to our Lord’s Table or Communion looking back as we do to the Cross and celebrating the One who is on the throne in Jerusalem. 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: 16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 
It should be noted that in verse 15 that the instrument being blown is not the rams horn but a metal trumpet for assembling the people although the same Hebrew word Shophar is used for both. This section of the Scriptures deal with the Millennium which commences with the Second Advent of Christ immediately after the Tribulation. In verses 15 and 16 we have the re-gathering of Israel.
The Jews went into dispersion in August of 70 AD when Titus took Jerusalem. It will not be until the Second Advent of Christ that all the Jews will be brought back into the Land. At that time the four unconditional covenants, the Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic and New Covenants, will be fulfilled. These covenants are a tremendous example of the faithfulness of God to a future group of people. 
Zion is the northern escarpment of Jerusalem. The sanctifying of a fast is to establish a special worship service. The solemn assembly is a group of believing Jews who institute an assembly after the restoration of the Jews in Israel. The great celebration is remembering who the Lord is and what he has done for them.

In verse 16 we note that everyone is to come to the celebration ranging from the elders or leaders of Israel who have to stop ruling the country for a short while, the children which means that the schools close down, the babies showing that the fact you have babies at home does not keep you from the party and the newly weds. Here we see that the Millennium will be populated by the surviving adult believers, and those who have not reached the age of accountability at the Lord’s Advent; with unbelievers cast off the earth at the Second Advent.
17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?

Weeping between the porch and the altar has to do with disaster. In Joel’s case it was the Assyrian invasion. The call here is to prayer. The prayer is to bring their country out of disaster, a prayer at the time of public calamity. The porch in Solomon’s Temple which was standing at this time was the place of prayer.
“Spare thy people” is the request to have pity or compassion. It appeals to grace. The verb chus translated spare is in the kal imperative. It is in fact demanding God to spare His people so that His heritage is not brought into disrepute and subject to the heathen who are going to then ridicule the concept of God because of His heritage’s observed weakness. They are going to say where are the promises and covenant of your God
APPLICATION 

As Christians we can regret the wasted years, those years prior to conversion or prior to becoming an active Christian which have been frittered away on the inconsequential. Often this is a spur to stimulate work for the Lord in order to “make up” for lost time.
Irrespective of what your personal problems or heartaches in life might be God has a personal interest in you in His love. If He is gracious in eternity past and He is merciful in time and He has loving kindness towards us we have never got a problem which is too great for Him.

The plan of God for our lives should be the pre-eminent focus in our life. When the Lord invites us to do specific work for Him we should do it.
DOCTRINES

EVANGELISM IN THE TRIBULATION
HEART

MERCY 

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

GOD:  COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRAYER

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

EVIL

COVENANTS

COVENANT:  ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

COVENANT:  PALESTINIAN COVENANT

COVENANT:  DAVIDIC COVENANT

COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT

JOEL 2:18-27

18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people. 19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen: 20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things. 21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things. 22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. 23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. 26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed. 27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people. 19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen: 
The Hebrew word Qana which is translated “Jealous” can also be translated “Zealous” which in this case talking about God is a better translation. In addition the Hebrew word Chamal translated pity is also the word to have compassion so verse 18 is better as  “Then will the LORD be zealous for his land, and have compassion on his people”. Compassion means that grace has found a way to bless His people
In verse 19 we see that the Lord will deliver and provide for His people. In the case of the locusts of Joel’s day he delivered and provided and even more so in the time when He sets up His Millennial kingdom. In the first case he gave them prosperity in the second the return of Christ.

The fact that He is sending corn, wine and oil indicates economic prosperity in an agricultural economy. The fact that they are no longer going to be a reproach shows that they will never go out of the Land again. This represents the tremendous prosperity that there will be in the Millennium.

Ye shall be satisfied indicates that it is one thing to be prosperous, it is another to be happy under prosperity. When God sends prosperity it is important that the believer has enough doctrine to enjoy the prosperity as prosperity without doctrine can bring misery.
20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things. 
Here is deliverance from the King of the North. The Lord promises to remove the northern army away Daniel 11:40-45, Zechariah 14:1-9. He will drive them into a land which is desolate and barren. The east sea is the Dead Sea while the utmost sea is the Mediterranean. This is where the King of the North and his army will be destroyed. Daniel 11:45. There was also a near fulfilment in the Hezekiah deliverance. There is so many rotting bodies that the land will stink as it is impossible for them to be buried. It is going to take seven months to bury the dead because there are hundreds of thousand corpses.
21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things. 22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. 23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
Here we have the prosperity of Israel. We notice to commence this section that they are told to “Fear not”. Whatsoever is not of faith is sin and often this is fear. Failure always results in fear worry and anxiety. God commands the Jews to rejoice because the Lord is going to do great things for them.
We see in the next verse that even the dumb animals are affected by this in that they are not afraid either. This is because there is a hugely rich and productive environment. It is obvious from verse 22 that there is great agricultural prosperity. The animals of the field benefit from this.
The provision and prosperity is further explained in verses 23 and 24 that the weather patterns will be provided in a perfect form and at exactly the right time to ensure bumper harvests of wheat wine and oil. The barns will be full of wheat and the vats overfull with oil and wine.
25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. 
Previously there has been described great disasters by a literal locust plague as well as four Assyrian invasions which has stripped the land economically bare. The Lord now promises the restoration of the prosperity that was formerly enjoyed. In this passage it particularly applies to the disaster that the King of the North’s army has inflicted on the land. For details of the locust, the cankerworm, the caterpillar and the palmerworm see page 7 and following above.
26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed. 27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.

The word plenty is the duplication of the Hebrew word to eat Akal. In this phrase it is Akal Akal literally eat eat. The first Akal is in the kal perfect while the second is in the kal infinitive. It means ye shall eat even eat.  
This means you are going to enjoy eating while gaining benefit from it at the same time. This means the food is beneficial without being fattening. It means you will be able to eat everything in the Millennium. Overeating is one of the easiest sublimations in the world however in the Millennium sublimations will not be required due to perfect health, longevity and a good economy. There will be no death in the Millennium apart from capital punishment. There will also be radical changes in the environment with the spitting cobra being able to be handled and the lion laying down with the lamb.
The phrase and shall be satisfied shows that there is no food in the Millennium other than that which is beneficial to the body. We will praise the name of the Lord our God. We praise Him because he has done wondrously with us in grace or mercy. As a result of the action of God my people says the Lord will never be ashamed. The Hebrew word translated ashamed is Bush and can be translated confused or confounded. 
In verse 27 we will know that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the midst of Israel and knowing this in the Millennium the people will not be confused. This conforms with the spiritual equation: -

Knowledge of doctrine + the filling of the Holy Spirit = the Production of Divine Good

APPLICATION 

While there is a perfect environment in the Millennium there will also be a large number of unbelievers who will be born and remain as unbelievers showing that a perfect environment is not the solution to man’s problems salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ is.
The child of God in the Millennium will not be confused because the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. We need not be confused if we feed regularly on the doctrines of God in the Bible.
As Christians we need to ensure that we spend the maximum period of time under the control of the Holy Spirit doing works that are compatible with the doctrines and precepts of God.

DOCTRINES

POVERTY

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM

FEAR

JOEL 2:28-32

28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the LORD come. 32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 
It has to be remembered that in the Millennium everybody will have perfect health and be living in a perfect environment. In addition Satan is not on the earth so there is no religious deception. The experience of ecstatics will not cause problems with the health. Ecstatics today cause a physical hangover. In our age we can be in pain or have many other ailments and filled with the Spirit but this will not be a problem in the Millennium.
In these verses spirituality in the Millennium is quite different to anything we have today. Peter in quoting this shows that the situation at Pentecost is a parallel situation to what will occur in the Millennium. Outlined below we examine this.
PENTECOST AND THE PROPHECY OF JOEL

1. (Joel 2:28-29) states "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit."

2. From this it is clear that:-

a) This will occur afterwards (gk - eschatos) meaning in the last days.

b) The spirit would be poured out on all flesh.

c) Sons and daughters to prophecy.

d) Old men dream dreams.

e) Young men see visions.

f) Universal pouring out of the spirit.

3. In order for the Holy Spirit to be poured out on all flesh it would be necessary for all the inhabitants of the world to be believers. This only occurs twice after the Fall, at the Flood and at the start of the Millennial reign of Christ. As Joel lived long after the Flood the Second Advent is in view here.

4. In (Acts 2:15-21) Peter quoted directly from (Joel 2:28-32). What Pentecost and the Second Advent have in common is that the Holy Spirit is given on both occasions.

5. At Pentecost what accompanied the giving of the Holy Spirit?. The ability to evangelise in a language you have not previously learnt, the gift of tongues.

a) The spirit was only given to 120 people rather than universally. (Acts 1:15)

b) They spoke in foreign languages the good news of salvation. (Acts 2:1-15)

c) There were three more "Pentecost "experiences in the book of Acts:-

i) For the Samaritans. (Acts 8:15-17)

ii) For the Gentiles. (Acts 10:44-46)

iii) For the followers of John. (Acts 19:2-7)

d) In (Acts 8:15) it said that the Holy Spirit had fallen on a few only. At the giving of the Spirit to the Samaritans no mention of miraculous speaking in other languages is given. It is also the only one of the four occasions when Jews were not stated to be present.

6. Tongues is only mentioned once in the Old Testament and it is a warning sign for Israel that they are to be severely disciplined and go into dispersion. (Isaiah 28:8-11.)

7. The Holy Spirit was therefore given at Pentecost as it will be at the start of the Millennium but was given with the sign of cursing, tongues, and not with the blessings delineated in (Joel 2).

30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the LORD come. 
The wonders in heaven is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ Revelation 1:7. On the earth there will be unusual events with blood representing the result of the end of the Armageddon campaign, pillars of fire. Fire is used to kill people in a supernatural way Revelation 18:9,18.
The sun shall be changed into darkness Isaiah 13:9,10, Ezekiel 32:7,8, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, the moon is turned to blood, it is turned red due to atmospheric pollutants before the Second Advent of Christ.
32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.

These are the qualifications to enter the Millennium. Who will survive the judgments of the Second Advent and be qualified to start this civilisation, those who call on the name of the Lord. The Hebrew word for call is Qara, which means to call out. It is similar in concept to the word Amen which is the normal word for faith. 

The question can be asked if this is a physical deliverance or a spiritual one. The two places where it is used in the New Testament is Acts 2:21 and Romans 10:13 are both spiritual salvation passages so it is concluded that it is spiritual salvation rather than physical protection.
APPLICATION 

We need to ensure that we understand where we are from a dispensations viewpoint and not try and apply items from another dispensation to our lives. By doing so we become confused.
The Lord is gracious and will accept any that call upon his name in grace for salvation.
There will always be a remnant of Jews so the Satanic attempt by nations to eliminate that race from history is doomed to failure.
Often there are parallel fulfilments of types such as the first and second advent of the Holy Spirit which has some similar but some different characteristics, the Antichrist of the Old Testament Antiochus Epiphanes and the future anti Christ, the Ark as a type of Rapture and the Rapture. We should note the similarities but also the differences. 
DOCTRINES

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH AGE

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterized by ecstatics)

DREAMS

JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages- (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgment and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) - (the Wheat and the Tares)

(Matthew 13:47-50) - (the good and bad fish)

(Matthew 25:1-13) - (the Ten Virgins)

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in (Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12)

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in (Matthew 25:31-46) (the sheep and the goats)

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in (Daniel 7:10) are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

CHAPTER 3 

JOEL 3:1-16

1 For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. 3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink. 4 Yea and what have you to do with me O Tyre and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompense? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense upon your own head; 5 Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things: 6 The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border. 7 Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompense upon your own head: 8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the LORD hath spoken it. 9 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: 10 Beat your ploughshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. 12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION
This section deals with judgments on unbelieving Jews and Gentiles at the time of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to set up His kingdom at the end of the Tribulation. There are seven judgments starting with 

[1] The Cross where the Lord Jesus Christ was judged for the sins of the world

[2] Self Judgment of the Christian in the Church Age under the principle of confession of sins. 

[3] The judgment after the removal of the Church at the Rapture, 

[4] The evaluation of the believer in heaven of his works on the earth resulting in the removal of human good
[5] The judgment of the Jews and Gentiles at the Second Advent

[6] The judgment of all fallen angels.

[7] The Great White Throne judgment of unbelievers at the end of the Millennium.
In Joel chapter 3 we have the judgments of the Jews and Gentiles at the Second Advent which is known as the Jewish and Gentile Baptism of Fire.

1 For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 
The phrase “In those days” refers to the early days of the Millennium while “In that time” is an idiom which relates to that time and no other time. This is the time when the Baptism of Fire takes place causing the separation of the wheat and the tares. As this time is one of a new civilisation it commences with believers only. Another start of a civilisation is after the Flood when believers only started the repopulation of the earth. God promises that he will bring again the captivity of Judah which means the ending of the dispersion under the fifth cycle of discipline as shown in Deuteronomy 28:49-64.
2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. 
Not only is the Lord going to bring the Jews back into the land but he is going to bring all the Gentiles into the valley of Jehoshaphat as the Hebrew word translated nations is “goy” which means gentiles. So he will bring saved and unsaved Jews and Gentiles. The word translated “bring” is in the hiphil stem which is the causal stem meaning that He will cause them to be brought down.  

The word Jehoshaphat means God’s judgment. Zechariah 14:4-6. The Hebrew word Shaphat translated plead in the KJV can also mean to judge or reason with and is in regards to the Jews particularly the believing Jews as they have scattered and persecuted them by their anti Semitism. The word translated “scattered” is in the Pual stem which is the intensive stem meaning that the persecution has been intense. The Gentiles have also parted my land which means to part of divide the land for spoil. Matthew 25:31-46.
3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink.
Nero the emperor of Rome was having a tour through Greece where he spent his time competing as a flautist at music competitions and also was a competitor at oration festivals. Needless to say Nero won all the contests. As is the case today with dictators Nero took an entourage or fawning lackeys whose main function was to praise him. One of the group however stood out from the crowd. This was Vespasian an army commander who told Nero the truth and was therefore sent to Judea as a punishment for his impertinence.
He and his son Titus are the leaders of the group featured in verse 3 which relates to the Romans in 70 AD at the fall of Jerusalem. There was massive slaughter at Jerusalem with less than 100,000 survivors who were then auctioned off as slaves. The young boys were given or sold as male homosexual prostitutes as homosexuality was rife especially among the Greeks. The young girls were sold for wine. The innocent children were commodities to be used to satisfy the conquering armies.
4 Yea and what have you to do with me O Tyre and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompense? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense upon your own head; 5 Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things: 6 The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border. 7 Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompense upon your own head: 8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the LORD hath spoken it.
This section is a parenthesis. In order to set up a historical parallelism to prophecy Joel is trying to portray the horrors of the dispersion from the Land. The catastrophe which he is going to use is one which occurred when the Arabians and the Philistines made a raid on Jerusalem and Judea. They captured a lot of people and sold them into slavery, they sold them to the Phoenicians. The Phoenicians in turn took them across the waters and sold them to the Greeks. This is a tragedy which the people remember. 

God says in verse 4 “what have you done to me?” It refers to an historical event of about 845 BC recorded in 2 Chronicles 21:16,17” 16 Moreover the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians: 17 And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and carried away all the substance that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.” This event was in the memory of the generation who were ministered to by Joel. A parallel future event would be the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

Tyre and Sidon were the main cities of the Phoenicians. The Phoenicians were the great seafaring peoples who founded a city on the North African coast called Carthage and fought three Punic wars with Rome. Under Hannibal they held Spain for quite a while. These were the only people who would pass through the Strait of Gibraltar or as they called it the Gates of Pericles. Evidence has been found that some sailed all the way to North America with relics of their visit being found near Baltimore.
The Philistines lived by raiding. They did not bother to grow crops they would raid those who did. This time they had stolen Jewish children. God warns that he will recompense them for the great evil they have done. He says that what you have inflicted I will return on your heads. 
In verses 5 and 6 we have the indictment against them. Because you have taken my silver and gold and taken other things and placed them in your temples. In addition you have taken the children of Judah and Jerusalem and sold them to the Greeks so that they have been taken far away from their homeland.
In verses 7 and 8 God says that he would raise them up and they will come and recompense you. In the 4th century BC Alexander the Great came from Greece which is where the children had been sold and brought some of the Jews back. He took Sidon and eventually took Tyre which was thought to be impregnable being on an island about 800 metres off the mainland. Alexander built a mole which was attacked on numerous occasions but eventually they were conquered. It was one of the greatest examples of siege craft in all of history. 

As a result only 30,000 of 200,000 Phoenicians survived and these were turned over to the Jewish administrators who are called the Judeans in verse 8 who in turn sold them on into the hands of an Arabic group the Sabeans who lived far away from Tyre and Sidon.
9 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: 10 Beat your ploughshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 
This section deals with the judgment of the Gentiles at the Second Advent. Before they are judged there is going to be a major campaign. In verse 9 they are called to arms . There are various stages of preparation for battle. First of all the young me have to be prepared for military action, it means to take a strong young man with good physical attributes and to convert him into a military man. They must be organised in groups and come to battle in battle order. 

In verse 10 the items of peace such as the ploughshare or pruning hook are converted into military weapons. The nation is told to change its economy from agricultural to a military format. As a result the weak feel strengthened by being trained and having men of war to protect them.
11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. 12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great. 
The nations who were so eager to get rid of the Jews at the end of the Tribulation are judged immediately after the Second Coming of Christ. Again in verse 11 the heathen are in fact Gentiles. They are commanded by God to come close including the mighty ones or trained soldiers. The Gentiles are to come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat which is where they will be judged Matthew 25:31-43 This is the separation of the sheep and the goats, the sheep are Gentile believers going into the Millennium, the goats unbelievers who will be cast off into torments. In verse 13 there is tremendous and terrible judgment of the unbelieving and Anti Semitic Gentiles with massive casualties.
14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 

In verse 14 we have the multitudes in the valley of decision. This is immediately before the return of the Lord in glory. It is called the valley of decision as this is the place where the eternal future of all is being made. Multitudes are Jews, Multitudes are Gentiles all are in the valley of decision.
In verse 15 we see that there is a supernatural darkness over the whole world. It is a similar darkness as shrouded the world when Jesus Christ was on the Cross bearing the sins of the world. The darkness is so intense that it stops every activity and allows all to do nothing but think about their position. In this intense darkness some will come to belief in Christ but most will not. Those who do will go into the Millennium the following day, those who do not will be in the fires of torments.

No one can say that they have not had enough information as there have been four major evangelistic campaigns in the Tribulation so the situation will be clear in all the minds as to the claim of Christ on their lives. This day of darkness is a time of decision for all the people in the world.
16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.
In this verse we have the cry of the soldier as he is slaying his enemies. We see the voice which slays in Revelation 19:15, “ And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” 

He has now alighted at the Mount of Olives and the heavens and earth shake. An earthquake splits the Mount of Olives. Those believers who know the book of Zechariah realise that they will be escaping from a hopeless position using the valley created by the splitting of the mount and that victory has been snatched from the mouth of inevitable defeat. The children of Israel, God’s chosen people have been protected.
APPLICATION 

The means by which all the Israelites return to the Promised Land is through the Lord calling them back to the land as the King of the Jews. 

Men and angels may wish to get all the Jews into one spot including Satan who may want them all back in the land so to make it easier for him to eliminate them but all these attempts will be fruitless.
There is a time of judgment for all but there is only condemnation for the unbeliever because there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.
When problems occur, if you are reliant on the doctrines of God you will be able to face up to problems and still have inner joy and peace.

We need to remember that there will be wars and rumours of wars until He comes as the 
Prince of Peace. We should always therefore be prepared.

The day of darkness is an act of grace by our Lord to allow the whole population of the earth to contemplate their future. This conforms with the promise laid out in 2 Peter 3:9. God gives us every chance to make the right decision. 

DOCTRINES

BAPTISM

ISRAEL

1. Israel has a future which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

HOMOSEXUALITY

GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU

JOEL 3:17-21

17 So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more. 18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth out of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim. 19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20 But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21 For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the LORD dwelleth in Zion.

The believers who know the Scriptures know what this darkness is. During the 24 hours while the unbelievers are considering their eternal future and the immature believers do not know what is going on the mature believer is aware that he has survived the terrible time of the Tribulation and can now look forward to enjoying the huge blessings of the Millennium. They know that there will be no further invasions as the Lord is in Jerusalem. 

A picture of the prosperity of the Millennial reign of Christ is now given in a graphic picture with wine flowing from the mountains, milk from the hills and cool water in the rivers of Judah with water coming from Jerusalem to irrigate the valley of Shittim. After huge desolation the peace and prosperity is amazing

In contrast the Arab countries who have opposed those from Judah will be greatly judged for their actions. Their anti-Semitism has reaped great judgment from God. There will be great desolation. See Prophecy File on EBCWA CD – Book 121 Arabs Nations in the Last Days.

In contrast Judah and Jerusalem will have a wonderful future with the King of Kings and Lord of Lords reigning from the city of Peace. The Lord will dwell in Zion. The Plan of God is now accomplished. Satan is in the bottomless pit and the knowledge of the Lord covers the earth as the waters cover the sea.
APPLICATION 

One of the greatest attributes for a believer is to know Bible doctrine. It allows the believer to be stable under all conditions and to appreciate the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ
God has a plan for history and that plan is given in the Scriptures. Because God has always known every detail in history the fulfilment of the plan of God is absolutely certain.
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