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THE VISION OF OBADIAH

INTRODUCTION

While nothing is known of this man, for he leaves us no details to his place in history. ‘The vision of Obadiah’ or, ‘The vision of God’s servant’, is all he has to say on the matter. 

God is gracious and has always preceded his judgments with a word of warning.  Noah, in his preaching and building of the Ark, was one hundred and twenty years of warning to a degenerate world.  A very integral part of the Old Testament prophet’s message was a warning of impending judgment for continued idolatry, and as this particular prophecy is aimed at Edom we can believe God meant for her to hear it.

In Deuteronomy 28:15 – 68, Moses had warned the people of the consequences of turning away from the LORD.  As that warning was recorded in the Jewish scriptures, the responsibility for their ignorance and/or rejection of it lay squarely upon their own heads.  All subsequent warnings, such as Obadiah’s prophecy, are acts of grace on God’s part. All people are warned that to ignore the justice and righteousness of God is to ignore a truth that will be destructive of national life.
The Theme: Edom’s doom

All agree that the topic, the theme of Obadiah is the “Doom of Edom”. The prophecy is not about the destruction of Jerusalem, it only mentions the fact of that destruction.  These people, distant relative of Israel rejoiced in the destruction of Jerusalem, and so they would suffer the same fate that they rejoiced in over others.
An Outline on the Book:

1. It’s Title, source and focus, and its implementation.  vs.1

2. A Summary of Edom’s fall.  vs.2

3. Pride and conceit assessed.  vs.3-4 

4. The extent of Edom’s judgment.  vs.5-6

5. The agents of Edom’s execution.  vs.7

6. National annihilation.  vs.8-9

7. God’s indictment of Edom.  vss.10-14

8. The Realisation of God’s Judgment.  vss.15-16

9. Israel; God’s Instrument.  vs.17-18

10. Edom: Israel’s Possession.  vs. 19-20

11. The LORD to possess all.  vs.21     

Verse 1. “The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.”

ANALYSIS

Obadiah did not just hear the words in his mind; he was given a pictorial preview of a future event.  This is born out by Ezekiel who saw sights which he later describes in words, Ezek. 8:1-11:25.  Daniel’s visions were also in the same manner, Dan. 7:2-14, 8:1-26.

The Book of Revelation is one great “Blockbuster” shown to the Apostle John, which he recorded for our instruction regarding future times.  There is a special blessing to be had for those who read the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:3).  Can it not be supposed that a similar blessing would have accrued to the Edomites if they had read, and believed Obadiah?

This vision was not from a man’s vengeful fancy.  If this had been the case, surely Obadiah would have ‘seen’ the destruction of the Chaldeans, for after all they were the future destroyers of Jerusalem the Holy city.  That particular ‘vision’ however, was left to Isaiah chap. 13, and Jeremiah chap 51.  

Obadiah saw and recorded a vision centred on the destruction of Edom and he was careful to give only that vision and told to ascribe it to the Lord GOD.

Lord or the Hebrew adonay is an emphatic form of, aw-done' meaning to rule; i.e. sovereign, that is, controller (human or divine): lord, master, owner.  Therefore being emphatic, it means ‘The Lord’ a proper name for God. 

GOD, (in capitals) is from yehovih, a variation of yehovah, (the) self-Existent or eternal; Jehovah, Jewish national name of God: Jehovah, the Lord.

The Jews, because of their reverence for it, would not use the sacred Tetragrammaton YHWH - Yahweh or Jehovah and substituted other names for God instead.  The English text always capitalizes YHWH with either LORD or GOD, in accommodation to the Jewish custom.

Obadiah is telling us that this vision of doom is from The LORD, (the) self-Existent or eternal God of creation and that it is intended for the people of Edom.  A nation descended from Esau the ‘brother’ of Jacob and therefore the ‘brothers’ of Israel.

An abridgment of the vision:  We have heard a rumour from the LORD.

A Rumour, shemuah; something heard, that is, an announcement: news, report, rumor, tidings.  It is taken from shamem, a primitive root; to stun (grow numb), that is, devastate or stupefy, make amazed, be astonished etc., showing that this rumour had an element of shock and horror attached to it. 

Implementation: and an ambassador is sent among the heathen.

This ambassador (a herald, or messenger) is sent among the nations.  Questions that come immediately to mind are: who sent this messenger? And is this messenger human or angelic?

In 1 Kings 22:19-23 we see a congress of angelic beings assembled before the throne of God; “standing by him on his right hand and on his left”, to discuss strategy in accomplishing God’s will.  That there are fallen angels amongst them is seen in vs. 22, where a lying spirit steps forward to propose a course of action.  (The free will of men is the issue here, and it is evident that these lying, seducing spirits, have ready and willing hearers among men; men who would rather believe a lie than the truth.) 

If we go to Job 1:6 and 2:1 onward, we see Satan having access to the throne room of God and gaining permission to test Job; and in Psalm 103:20-21 we are told that angels are ministers “that do his commandments” and  “that do his pleasure”.  In Zechariah 1:10 angels “are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth” or to keep an eye on the affairs of men.  Compare this with Satan’s answer to the LORD’s question; “Whence comest thou?” Job 1:7, “From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it”. 
In the passage from 1 Kings 22, the position the angels hold in relation to God’s right or left hand is indicative of their status before him. On the right are the elect angels; on the left are the fallen angels.  To demonstrate that this is so, see the position our resurrected Lord consistently holds in the New Testament (Matt. 22:44, 26:64; Mark 16:19; Acts 2:33, 7:55; Heb. 1:13), and compare the position of the sheep (believers) and the goats (unbelievers) in Matthew 25:33-41.  

Regardless of whether this messenger is human or angelic, it is a messenger from God, because God is the ultimate authority.  The message is one of “anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble” and if God, in his judgments upon Egypt, sent “evil angels among them” Psa. 78:49, so it will be upon Edom. 

Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.
The message was one of provocation, “Arise ye”.  The response “Let us arise” is, as Alfred Barnes so graphically puts it, “the eager response of man’s avarice or pride or ambition, fulfilling impetuously the secret will of God; as a tiger, let loose upon man by man, fulfils the will of its owner, while sating its own thirst for blood.” 

Verse 2  “Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised.”

The fact that this is in the past tense, would make smallness their God given portion in life (I have made thee), with dissatisfaction in that portion bringing about a bitter spirit and a rebellious and arrogant pride.  

If we look at the history of Esau’s relationship to Jacob (Israel); the loss of the birthright, though brought about by Esau’s indifference to the things of God (Gen. 25:29-34), was still a great loss of prestige and a subsequent loss of material blessings (Compare Edom’s historical setting to that of Israel under David and Solomon).  Esau may have been indifferent to the things of God, but the memory of what he had lost would have been very clear in his own mind and in the minds of his sons (Gen. 27:37-41). It is very likely that this memory is the underlying reason for the national ‘mind set’ of jealousy and bitterness toward Jacob’s children. 

Rebellion against a low estate in life is a rebellion against God’s will and is the very reverse of humility.  Humility accepts life as it comes; not the false concept of fatalism where one does nothing, but knowing that when things seem to go wrong it is from God’s hand and is accepted with thanksgiving. Pride is an unjustifiable ‘good opinion’ of oneself; an arrogant belief in a personal worth greater than deserved, which leads to self-satisfaction and inevitably, to self-righteousness.     

Heathen is the Hebrew goy, the word for nations and is translated; gentile, heathen, nation, or people.  Because the surrounding nations were pagan idolaters, over time and generated by self-righteousness, the Jews came to use goy as a derogatory term for all who were not of the “chosen people”, not of Israel.  Nations is the better translation as it represents all racial and linguistic cultures, not just those who are backward and uncivilized. 
Edom is despised not because she is small and lowly, but because she has vaunted herself above her station.  It is the pride for which she is so roundly condemned in Obadiah vs.3. 

Verse 3 “The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? 4  Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.”

The advantage of position:

Edom’s pride; zadon, her presumptuous arrogance was “of thine heart”; showing the extent to which her presumption had permeated her society, for the heart; leb, is a word used figuratively and very widely for the feelings, the will and even the intellect, in fact for the whole being.   Pride was at the very centre, “the heart” of her existence.  

Such pride brings about self-deception; nasha means to lead astray, to delude or in its moral sense to seduce, and this happened to Edom; She became deluded regarding her capabilities.

She was proud of her impregnable stronghold, such a position would have been reason for her strong defenses, but in the pride of her heart, she mistook those fortifications for military competence.  The high ground has always been an asset prized by military men and God’s word acknowledges that she held such a position. “…thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high”.

“The whole southern country of the Edomites,” says Jerome, “from Eleutheropolis to Petra and Selah (which are the possessions of Esau), hath minute dwellings in caves; and on account of the oppressive heat of the sun, as being a southern province, hath under ground cottages.”  Barnes tells us that the original inhabitants of the land, those whom the children of Esau drove from the area, were called Horites, i.e., dwellers in caves. 

Selah is traditionally identified with the ruins high above the known city of Petra.  The two names have the same meaning; “Rock” is Selah in the Hebrew and Petra in the Greek.  The Holman Bible Dictionary says that a “lack of archaeological evidence of Edomite settlement in the basin (or valley floor) suggests that Sela is better identified with Um el Bayyarah on the mountain plateau overlooking Petra.” 

Petra itself is believed to have been the capital of, and to a very great extent built by, the Nabateans who first appear in history in b.c. 312.  Though their ancestry is uncertain it is believed to be of Arab origin.  Petra, though unknown biblically is today well known for its buildings, carved into the rock faces within a valley among the mountains of western Edom, some 60 miles north of the Gulf of Aqaba. The only access to the valley is through a narrow gorge called the Siq. 

Barnes writes that, “The whole space, rocks and valleys, imbedded in the mountains which girt it in, lay invisible even from the summit of Mount Hor. So nestled was it in its rocks, that an enemy could only know of its existence, an army could only approach it through treachery.  Two known approaches only, from the east and west, enter into it.”  The compilers of his notes, quote; “Petra itself is entirely shut out by the intervening rocks. The great feature of the mountains of Edom is the mass of red bald-headed sandstone rocks, intersected, not by valleys but by deep seams. In the heart of these rocks, itself invisible lies Petra” 

Barnes notes include a description of the entrance and valley itself; “Its width is described as from 10 to 30 feet, “a rent in a mountain-wall, a magnificent gorge, a mile and a half long, winding like the most flexible of rivers, between rocks almost precipitous, but that they overlap and crumble and crack, as if they would crash over you. the blue sky only just visible above. The valley opens, but contracts again.  Then it is honeycombed with cavities of all shapes and sizes.  Closing once more, it opens in the area of Petra itself, the torrent-bed (valley floor) passing now through absolute desolation and silence, though strewn with the fragments which shew that you once entered on a splendid and busy city, gathered along in the rocky banks, as along the quays of some great northern river.”

The question put forward by Edom is a form of arrogant denial of any possibility that she could be brought low.  Who can force me to yarad; a primitive root meaning to descend, literally to go downward; causatively to bring down?  The word for ground is erets and refers to the earth; who can bring me “down to earth”?  

Verse 4 Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.”
Selah, high above the valley floor would have been more difficult to assault than an eagle’s nest, for any intruders would have had her defenders retaliating from above.  The following quotations, (author unknown) speak of a once elevated habitation above the valley of Petra; “short and odd staircases, twisting hither and thither among the rocks,”  “little flights of steps scattered over the slopes.”  “Wherever your eyes turn along the excavated sides of the rocks, you see steps often leading to nothing, or to something which has crumbled away; often with their first steps worn away, so that they are now inaccessible,”    

Though their fortress was elevated and impregnable, the language used here by the LORD is illustrative of their thinking and the thinking of all those who exalt themselves.  Exalt is gabahh and means to soar, to be lofty and in its figurative sense, to be haughty, proud. 

It is a failing of both angelic and human beings as is seen in Isaiah 14:13-15. “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” 

Also in Job 20:6-7 “Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds; Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: they which have seen him shall say, Where is he?” 

To set thy nest is from the Hebrew sum and is the action of placing or setting thy nest, thy dwelling, in an inaccessible position.  In Habakkuk 2: 9 the same descriptive use of a “nest on high” is against those who “feather their nest” at the expense of others.  “Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house that he may set his nest on high that he may be delivered from the power of evil!”  

History leaves us with nothing definite as to Edom’s demise, or how such a fortress was taken, but human nature has not changed and as in all recorded history, pride comes before a fall.  Obadiah has recorded Edom’s pride and predicts her fall.  The LORD ‘will bring thee (the Edomites) down’.  The word yarad means to descend (literally to go downwards); in the causative sense it means to bring down. 

Verse 5 “If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night (how art thou cut off!), would they not have stolen till they had enough?  If the grape gatherers came to thee, would they not leave some grapes?  6  “How are the things of Esau searched out!  How are his hidden things sought up!”
The word thieves is from gannab; to thieve (literally or figuratively); and by implication it means to deceive, to get by stealth, whereas robbers, shaw-dad' means to be burly, powerful, and by implication to ravage to destroy, to rob.  

If thieves and robbers break into your home they will steal till they had enough, only take what they can carry… Obadiah suddenly cries out in mid sentence “how art thou cut off!” How total and devastating is your destruction O Edom… for he has seen, down through the centuries, the annihilation of the nation.  It is almost a cry of anguish.

Cut off is from damah, which means to be dumb or silent; and consequently to fail or perish.  Devastation at the hands of thieves and robbers is bad enough, yet survival is still possible, but the LORD has centuries to fulfill his purposes and is able to send evil to utterly destroy evil.  

The principle enunciated by our Lord in Matthew 26:52 “for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword” will apply and Ezekiel’s words against mount Seir will be fulfilled.  

“Because thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had an end:  Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall pursue thee: since thou hast not hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee.”  Ezek. 35:5-6 
Here we see Edom’s part in the destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar and God’s subsequent judgment.

Grapegatherers is from batsar; to clip off; to gather, to harvest grapes; leave shaar means to remain, be left over, redundant, and grapes olelah (from alal) is gleanings.  

In Leviticus 19:9-10, God commanded his people to leave the corners of their fields when gleaning alal; they were to leave the ‘pickings’ on the ground… “… neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard…” they were to be left for the poor and the stranger.  

Even the harvesting of grapes allows for something to be left for the poor and the destitute, but there will be nothing of Edom remaining.  Edom’s fate is in stark contrast to Israel’s.  In Isaiah 17:6 and 24:13 we see Israel surviving her judgments, and from such ‘pickings’ turning once again to her God in worship and praise.

Verse 6  “How are the things of Esau searched out!  How are his hidden things sought up!”

Search out is chaphas; and means simply to seek; it takes another passage from scripture to reveal the intensity of this search.  

In Zephaniah 1:12 the LORD says he will search Jerusalem with candles to punish the disobedient and complacent, and to give their goods as booty to their destroyers; his instruments of judgment.  This gives an idea of unremitting, untiring diligence and is the description here in Obadiah.  The booty of a captured city was generally wages for the enemy soldiers; they would therefore be all the more diligent in their search. 

Edom, with all her rock clefts and caves in which she dwelt, would be systematically and thoroughly ransacked over a period of time so that nothing, not even her hidden things, mitspun, a secret thing; not even her treasures would be left to her.   Every possible hiding place would be searched out and pillaged.  

Verse 7  “All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him.” 

In this verse we see the means by which the LORD will bring Edom down.  A confederacy to which she belonged will help destroy her. 

There are three words in this passage that highlight treachery: -

All the men of thy Confederacy, beriyth means covenant, league or confederacy and is an alliance, a coalition based on agreement and mutual aid and is based on trust.  The Edomites had obviously never read or believed Psalm 118:8 or Jeremiah 17:5, “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.”  

Edom’s confederates brought, shalach; is to send away, expelled her, even to the (her) border. 

All the men of thy Peace, the Hebrew shalom, and means safe, or in the figurative sense: well, happy or friendly.  If Edom’s confederates were at peace with her it must have been a hypocritical façade for they deceived nasha; led astray, deluded her and prevailed or overcame her. 

All the men of thy Bread lechem; food, especially bread, but here speaks of guests at a dinner table, and is an expression of close affiliation.  It is used in Psalm 41:9 “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me,” and in that instance is the very epitome of treachery, for this verse in Psalms is prophetic of Judas Iscariot and his betrayal of the Lord Jesus.  

Laid is from sum, meaning the deliberate action of putting, placing, setting or fixing.  Wound is the Heb. mazor; which is a turning aside from truth; treachery, a plot.   Laid a wound under thee then has the meaning of undermining.  Those who have sat at your table have undermined you. 

There is no definite historical cause for Edom’s downfall though many believe it to have been at the hands of Arabs, yet this verse from Obadiah is an indication that Moab and Ammon had a part to play in that destruction, for in 2 Chronicles 20:1, Edom is seen to be part of a confederacy to conquer Judah in the days of Jehoshaphat (911-887).  Moab and Ammon were her confederates then and if Obadiah was written during this period this confederacy would certainly be in his mind.  

Jeremiah mentions Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Zidon as well as Edom in a call to voluntarily serve Nebuchadnezzar and his sons, Jer. 27:3-7.  If they will not voluntarily serve him, they will suffer the punishment by means of the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I (the LORD) have consumed them by his (Nebuchadnezzar’s) hand.  In Jeremiah chapters 48-49 we see this destruction envisioned, for they will not submit to Nebuchadnezzar and their defeat will come to pass.  Sometime after the destruction of Jerusalem in BC 586, the conquest of these peoples occurred and God’s judgments took effect.

The phrase ‘there is none understanding in him’, portrays firstly; a lack of wisdom and discernment regarding people and their motivation, hence their vulnerability to treacherous deception; and secondly, dismay and unbelief in the event of their betrayal.  Barnes describes the situation very well “Had Edom not been without understanding, he had not been thus betrayed; and when betrayed in his security, be was as one stupefied. Pride and self-confidence betray man to his fall; when he is fallen, self-confidence betrayed passes readily into despair. In the sudden shock, the mind collapses.”

The Nabateans were an Arabic people who influenced Palestine during the inter-testamental and New Testament times and it would appear that they penetrated ancient Edom and Moab from a homeland southeast of Petra.  Petra is believed to have been their capital and it is they who were responsible for the beautiful buildings of that city.  Eighty-five years before Christ, the people of Damascus requested, and received a ruler of the Nabateans. 

This would indicate a fairly long and influential residency in the area prior to BC 85.  Somewhere between BC 586 and BC 85, the Edomites disappeared from the historical record, almost certainly at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar and possibly by the Nabateans.

Verse 8  Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau?”  
Destroy is from aw-bad', which is to wander away, to lose oneself and perish.  In the causative sense it means to be destroyed.  The LORD is going to cause the wise men of Edom to wander away, and in the context of their worldly wisdom, it is almost certainly away from the truth.  

In Isaiah 66:4, we see the LORD doing the same thing to the ‘wise’ of Israel  “I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not.”
The wise; chakam, are those who are skillful and practical (realistic), yet the LORD is not only going to destroy them, he is going to destroy their ‘understanding’.  This is from tabun; and means outworking intelligence; intelligence displayed by discretion and reason.    

Understanding therefore is the skillful and practical use of truth, but these wise men of Edom would lose that ability when they are confronted by the treachery and deceit of their “friends”.  Their wisdom was subject to pride and conceit, and would fail them in the moment of their crisis.  When people cease to think they emote, and under pressure become panic stricken and disorganized; an easy prey to any invading army.     

Verse 9  “And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter.”
In Job 4:1 Eliphaz the son of Teman an Edomite, was one of Job’s friends who counseled him after the manner of human wisdom.

An extra Biblical source in Baruch 3:23 of the Apocrypha mentions the merchants of Teman as being seekers of truth and understanding, yet for all that, unable to find wisdom.  

Here in Obadiah we see that though the LORD calls them “the wise men of Edom”, in their rejection of God’s people they prove that in reality, true wisdom was never theirs.   

The proof of true wisdom is a reverential fear of the LORD, and a good understanding is the results of obedience to his commands (Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 9:10).  If the “wise” and “mighty men” of Edom had had this fear of the LORD they would not have been “dismayed”, let alone destroyed.  

The mighty men; gibbor, are the warriors of Edom, and in this attack, become dismayed, or as the Hebrew has it, chathath, which means to prostrate; to break down, either (literally) by violence, or (figuratively) by confusion and fear: abolish, affright, be afraid, amaze, beat down, discourage, (cause to) dismay, go down, scare, terrify. 

Any army that becomes so “dismayed” is no protection to the general populace and such a collapse would open the door to whatever barbarous activity the invaders wished to employ.  In this case the LORD says that the mount of Esau, Edom, will be cut off by slaughter.  

The word “cut” is the Hebrew karath, and means, to cut (off, down or asunder); by implication to destroy or consume.  This is immediately followed by “slaughter” qetel, which if you look at its root qatal has the meaning; a violent death:-slaughter, by being cut off, that is, (figuratively) put to death:-kill, slay. 

They are to be slaughtered by slaughter.  The picture this combination of words gives is not so much of carnage but of total devastation.

Verse 10  For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever.”  11  “In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them.”  

God had commanded Israel to recognize Edom as brothers and to have respect for them on the basis of their physical relationship through Esau, even to the point of giving them right of entry into the Temple worship after proof of faith had been established.  “Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he is thy brother… The children that are begotten of them shall enter into the congregation of the LORD in their third generation.” Deut. 23:7-8

The Edomite believer could not himself become part of temple worship, but if his children and his children’s children continued faithful the family would then be accepted into the congregation.  This gives some idea of how the LORD thinks of the Edomite relationship to Israel.  

Yet it would seem from this passage that Edom repudiated that relationship in violence chamas.  The word connotes wrong, maliciousness; “the disruption of Divine order” and is used here in the sense of “violent wrongdoing” the guilt of which lies on an entire nation. Vine’s  

It was a hateful reaction that was most unnatural, therefore shame; bushah, worthless, dishonour, humiliation would be theirs in abundance because of their hatred for peoples to whom they should have had an affinity.   

In this passage God tells Edom that she is to be cut off; karath, destroyed or consumed, yet untold years were allowed for repentance.  God’s grace has always given every opportunity for a change of attitude, but will not allow unbridled sin to continue.  We see this in the longsuffering or forbearance of God while the ark was being prepared in the days of Noah.  In Genesis 15:13-16 we see four hundred years allowed to the Amorites before Abraham’s posterity would be allowed to conquer the Promised Land, because at that stage the iniquity of the Amorites had not reached saturation point.  

And in our own day we see unrestrained criminality and tyranny being permitted to continue, yet God remains true to his character; man must be given every opportunity to repent.  We must also remember that God has given to us the ministry of reconciliation that these same criminals and tyrants might know the truth and repent and be reconciled to God.

Prophecy assures us that even in this age of the Church, God’s longsuffering will come to an end and he will judge the world.  Edom was to be cut off because she stood on the other side i.e. Hebrew neged meaning apart or aloof from.  Edom alienated herself from Israel in the day Israel’s “forces” were taken captive.  

The word ‘forces’ does not refer just to Israel’s army, but to her resources generally.  It is the Hebrew chayil from the primitive root chul which indicates motion driven from within, motivation, an inner drive; giving to this word its probable meaning of force.  Strong’s has chayil as: probably a force, whether of men, means or other resources; an army, wealth, virtue, valor, strength and translated, depending on context: band of men (soldiers), company, (great) forces, goods, host, might, power, riches, strength, strong, substance.  

It is used in Isaiah 60:5, 11 denoting the “wealth of the nations” being poured into Israel as the centre of worship during the Kingdom age. 

The casting of lots was to divide up Jerusalem for plunder and destruction, and Edom was as one of them.  Barnes says, “They were not one of them.  Edom was no stranger, no alien, no part of the invading army.  He whose strength they carried away was… his “brother Jacob”.  Edom burst the bonds of nature to become what he was not, “as one of them”.” 

12   “But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress.”

The KJV has these actions of Edom in the past tense; thou stoodest; shouldest not have looked; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced; neither shouldest thou have spoken, etc.  But Barnes in his introduction to the book has quite a bit to say regarding this.

“The English margin gives the other, as a probable rendering, “do not behold, etc.” But it is absolutely certain that the Hebrew with the future forbids or deprecates a future thing. We might as well say that “do not steal” means “thou shouldest not have stolen,” as say that “do not look,” means “thou shouldest not have looked.” 

He continues to show that though in a vivid form of question belonging to strong feeling there are times where a past action is seen in a future light; and where the future is contemplated from a past position, such usage must not be interposed upon the uniform idiom.  “We must not, on any principle of interpretation, in a single instance, ascribe to a common idiom a meaning which it has not, just because the meaning which it has, does not suit us.  There “is” an idiom to express this.  It is the future with lo, not with al.” 
“and look not” “do not rejoice” “do not speak” is the form these expressions should take, which places them in a future setting.  In verses 12-14 Obadiah uses the future tense only.

The fact that the nation of Edom disappeared from history is proof that they did not heed God’s warning and shows that the things they are exhorted not to do are the things they did.  The phrase became a stranger is from nokriy and means something strange, astonishing, unexpected: a calamity.   

From their combined actions it can be seen that their looking on had a malicious, hateful quality, a spiteful joy in seeing the downfall and destruction of the Kingdom of Judah. They rejoiced; samach, they were intensely happy, and had a sense of exaltation, when they saw devastation come upon Judah and expressed their exaltation by speaking proudly.  Gadal means to make large - their mind, estate or honor and can be translated here as boasting.

Edom’s attitude can be seen in Psalm 137.  The writer of this psalm is unknown, but it is obvious that it was a Jew, a Hebrew of Hebrews and one who had gone through the destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation of its populace to Babylon.  In verse 7 we see the writers first hand knowledge of Edom’s attitude in her cry regarding Jerusalem, “Raze it, raze it, even to the foundation thereof.”  

13  “Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity;”  
Edom kept out of the initial attack on Jerusalem, she stood apart and aloof from Judah and the battle, yet here we see her coming into the gate, the very heart of Judaism, to look on their affliction; raw-aw'; to see, to approve, behold, consider, discern, enjoy; to gloat over Judah’s misery.  Affliction, the Heb. raw-aw'; means bad or evil and can be translated as affliction, calamity, distress or misery.  

Edom not only gloated over Judah’s distress she laid hands on their goods; shalach; to send away; to scavenge what Babylon had left of Judah’s substance, chayil.  In this instance, chayil, translated forces in vs. 11, is better rendered wealth, goods, riches, or as here in the KJV, substance.  

The word calamity is the Hebrew eyd, and has the sense of bending down, oppression; a word descriptive of lines of captives being taken to Babylon with bowed heads and hopelessness in their hearts.
14  “Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of distress.”
This is probably the ugliest aspect of Edom’s hatred for his brother Jacob.  Whilst “Jacob” was able to defend himself, the Edomites would have had to take their chances in battle, but in this instance, when the warriors of Jacob were defeated and in total disarray and the civilian fugitives were in flight for their lives, Edom not only attacked and killed them but also captured and handed them over to the Babylonians.

Stood is amad, which means to take ones stand, to set oneself in position for a particular purpose.  Crossway is pereq; rapine and also a fork in the road; a parting or rending of the road.  Pereq comes from paraq; to break off or crunch and in the figurative sense, to deliver: - rend or tear in pieces.  

The Edomites took a stand at the rending of the road, to rend and to rape and to cut off - karath; to destroy those of Jacob’s children that escaped the destruction of Jerusalem, and delivered up; sagar; to shut up with the purpose of handing those who survived the carnage over to the Babylonians.

The LORD says in Ezekiel 35:5-7 “Because thou (Edom) hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had an end: Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall pursue thee: since thou hast not hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee. Thus will I make mount Seir most desolate, and cut off from it him that passeth out and him that returneth.”
The almost inexplicable hatred Edom had for Israel, their kinsmen in the flesh, was of such an evil nature as to be satanically inspired.  If this was so (and from the attacks that have been perpetrated against the Jewish people since time immemorial, it almost certainly was so), then the Edomites must have allowed themselves to be so influenced.  

This opposition to God’s people would come from Edom’s opposition to God himself and this truth is borne out by our Lord when he was here on earth.  “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” John 15:18-19 

Edom’s forebear Esau showed his disregard for the things of God by his flippant indifference to his birthright and by his unconcern for family purity in his marriages to Hittite women.  In his third wife he attempted to make amends by marrying an Ishmaelite woman, but by that time he had lost both birthright and blessing.  His sin was perpetuated in and through his progeny and became a national trait.     

Though the Jews were being punished for their ungodliness, they were (and still are) God’s chosen people and this is the reason for the persecution.  Nations (or regimes) are used by God to chastise and discipline Israel, but if those nations go beyond punishment for wrongdoing and destroy in malicious delight, then God’s judgment will fall on those nations in turn.  In Zechariah 2:8-9, God speaks of Israel as the apple (pupil) of his eye and those who spoil her will in turn be spoiled.

Verse 15.  “For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head. 16  For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.”
Here we have the guarantee of judgment and retribution upon all the heathen; goy or nations including Edom.  This is an all-inclusive expression and includes this and all future generations of humanity.  This retribution will be on the day of the LORD.  It is at this point that the narrative of Obadiah turns to an end-time fulfilment.  
“The day of the Lord rests on the Hebrew term, yom, “day”, … and one used with a variety of meanings: time of daylight from sunrise to sunset (Gen. 1:14; 3:8; 8:22; Amos 5:8); 24-hour period (Gen. 1:5; Num. 7:12, 18; Hag. 1:15); a general expression for “time” without specific limits (Gen. 2:4; Ps. 102:3; Isa. 7:17); the period of a specific event (Isa. 9:3; Jer. 32:31; Ezek. 1:28)”.  Taken from the Holman Bible Dictionary

The term ‘day of the Lord’ is used extensively in the Old Testament and the New, and is associated with judgment of the ungodly world.

“For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low.”   
             




Isaiah 2:12 

“Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.” 




Isaiah13:9

See also Isa.13: 6, 9; Joel 1:15; 2:1-11, 31; 3:14-15; Amos 5:20; Zeph. 1:7-8, 14-18; Mal. 4:5.

As Edom had done; asah; to do or to make, so it would be done to her, for her reward; gemul, a word meaning treatment, or an act (of good or ill), will shub; turn back upon them. 

“For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain,” 

It is probable that the Edomites revelled at the destruction of Jerusalem with wine and celebration.  The fact that God points out that these revellings were held on his holy mountain, mount Zion, makes it appear as though they were an act of desecration.  The heathen would conclude that their gods had vanquished the God of the Jews, for the holy city Jerusalem and its Temple, were destroyed.  They would rejoice because in their thinking, Jehovah God no longer had the right to demand allegiance, worship and obedience, and they were free; free from the “restrictions” of holiness, free to indulge their “pleasures”, their desires, their passions.

There is nothing new under the sun.   

“so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.”

What is it that the heathen will be made to drink?  All the heathen will drink and swallow down continually; tamiyd, constant and unendingly of the wrath of God.  The nation Edom drank of that cup by unknown hands, Babylon drank at the hands of the Medes and Persians, they in turn at the hands of Greece, then the Romans from the Barbarians until and in the great day of the Lord Almighty, the nations will drink of it at the hands of Christ himself.  Barnes puts it succinctly “To swallow up, and be swallowed up in turn, is the world’s history”.

“For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it.  And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them.” Jer. 25:15-16  

Then in the tribulation of the final days of man’s rule over the earth, at the coming of Christ and the judgment and destruction of the world system called “Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth,” Rev. 17:5, we see this same cup of indignation, filled with God’s wrath. 

“The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb”.   Rev. 14:10

The nations shall drink, and they shall swallow; lua, to gulp down, giving the sense of ‘forced feeding’.  The end result of being forced to drink of God’s wrath is that they shall be as though they had not been; haw-yaw' means to exist; here it is in the negative, therefore the nations shall exist eternally as though they had never existed.  There is in this a terrible, endless hopelessness.  

The nation Edom eventually faced its Day of the LORD, the Chaldean, the Assyrian, the Hittite empires all faced God’s judgment and no longer exist.  Regimes of our own era have been judged and destroyed, but there is a day of the LORD still to come when Jesus Christ our Almighty God returns in person, to cleanse this world of sin and lawlessness and establish his personal reign upon the earth. 

2 Peter 3:10 has the destruction of the heavens and the earth as the final judgment where the old sinful order is once and for all destroyed.  This too is the day of the Lord which will come “as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.”                                              

Verse 17  “But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.  18  “And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.””

Again we see the end-times future in these verses.  Deliverance shall come to Mount Zion and there shall be holiness.  This holiness is to be related to the everlasting righteousness of Daniel 9:24, which is to be established at the conclusion of the seventieth week.  You will also notice that Obadiah mentions Edom no more.  At this point of his prophecy he no longer sees the nation but sees ‘the house of Esau’.  The nation is no more but its people, the children of Esau, will face their final judgement in the end times.   
The future for the house of Jacob is in direct contrast to the destruction of Jacob’s enemies, as seen in the preceding verse.  The nations shall drink from the cup of God’s wrath to its fullest and be as though they had not been.  Those that continue as nations will be subservient to God’s people, and their influence, if any, will be of little account.

But Jacob will be delivered; from the root paw-lat meaning to slip out, escape; The LORD will bring about their escape; he will deliver them; they will be delivered, and that deliverance will be established on God’s holy mount, Mount Zion.  Zion is a transliteration from the Hebrew tsiyon; Greek see-own, and originally referred to the fortified hill of pre-Israelite Jerusalem, a hill between the Kidron and Tyropean valleys.  2 Samuel 5:6-7 is the first mention of Zion in the Biblical account and it shows Zion to be Jerusalem, a city of the Jebusites and what would come to be known as “The city of David”.

1 Chronicles 11:5b shows this city to be a matsud, a castle or fortress.  From B.C. 1045 onward this fortress city was to become the centre of Jewish religious aspirations and culture.  It was within these walls that the Temple would be built and to which every devout Jew turned.  Zion became a term for every thing dear to the Jewish mind, the Temple and a secure homeland.  See Psalms 48:2; 84:7; 132:13; Isaiah 1:27; 28:16; 33:5.
Holiness; qodesh means a sacred place or thing, something consecrated to the LORD, and in the context of the passage it refers to the establishment of true worship centered on mount Zion.  Israel’s deliverance will include the possessing - the occupation (driving out of previous tenants, and possessing in their place) their original possessions.  This is specific to the land of Palestine.  Israel will be restored as God’s witnesses and will posses all of God’s promises; the land promised to Abraham, the kingdom promised to David, and the promised Messiah to rule that Kingdom. 

As in most prophetic books there is a near and partial fulfillment and a distant and Messianic fulfillment, which because of it being Messianic is perfect and complete.  Many, but by no means all Jews returned to the land when the Temple and Jerusalem were rebuilt in BC 516 - BC 445.  However, in 70 AD, because holiness was the missing ingredient to the Jewish way of life (they crucified their Messiah), there was a total destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple and a deportation of the populace.  

This fact shows the deliverance, holiness and repossession of the land in the BC 500’s to have been only partial and therefore not the deliverance etc of this verse.  

This is still future even today.  Deliverance and holiness and possession of all the land have not been accomplished in Israel. Instead, domination by the gentile nations, rejection of their God and world wide dispersion has been their lot for the two and a half millennium since (read Deut. 28:49-68).  It was this destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar that marked the beginning of the “Times of the Gentiles” (Dan. 2:38; Jer. 27:6-7) and it would continue through to the time Rome destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD - and on (Luke 21:24).  

Deliverance will come to Jacob when Messiah/Christ, the God whom Israel rejected, returns in resurrection glory, stepping upon Mount Zion at his return to this earth in all the power of his divinity, as King of kings and Lord of lords (Zechariah 14 & Acts 1:11-12) to establish holiness in the setting up of his kingdom with judgment and with justice.  Isaiah 9:7  

“And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.” 

In Isaiah 48:1 and Micah 3:9, we see that the house of Jacob is a reference to the nation Israel.  

Joshua 17:17 tells us that the house of Joseph is Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph’s children and progenitors of two of the largest and most influential tribes of what was to become the Northern kingdom.  In 1 Kings 11:28 Solomon made Jeroboam, the son of one of his servants, ruler over the house of Joseph and at the dividing of the Kingdom after Solomon’s death, he became king of the ten northern tribes.  The prophets knew the northern kingdom as Israel or Ephraim, or the house of Joseph, and in this passage we see Obadiah envisioning these two houses, or the two Kingdoms united and securing their borders from the common enemy. 

Fire, flame and stubble (straw), are words used for their highly graphic connotations, and are descriptive of conflagration and destruction.  Though the nation of Edom does not now exist; in the vision, Obadiah sees the residue of the house of Esau being destroyed once and for all, and by a united Jewish Kingdom.   We are seeing the beginning of this conflict in the present day troubles in Palestine.  Psalm 83 is another prophecy of these times.
“19  And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 20  “And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel shall possess that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south.”

The thrust of these two verses (and also verse 21) is that all the land, given to Abraham and his seed “for an everlasting possession”​ Gen. 17:8; Deut. 1:8, will one day be possessed and inhabited by a regenerate and holy Israel.  

These verses must be read and understood in the context of vs. 17, especially the last section of that verse. “and the house of Jacob (Israel) shall possess their possessions.”  This will then give the answer to the question, who are they of the south and of the plain?  

The mount of Esau will include the land Edom once held west of the Arabah.  “The Arabah “desert; plain” is the Great Rift Valley running over 200 miles (320 km) north to South through Palestine from Mt. Hermon to the Gulf of Aqaba. Containing the Sea of Galilee, Jordan River, and the Dead Sea, the Arabah is actually part of a fault line extending from n Syria to the se coast of Africa.   In modern usage, the Arabah is limited to the region between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba. The “Sea of Arabah” is an alternate name for the Dead Sea.”  Parson’s  

There is differences of opinion as to the final borders Israel will occupy, but it is a probability that Edom territory east of the Arabah will also be included.    

At the time of the prophecy the fields of Ephraim and Samaria and Gilead, were all controlled by the idolatrous Northern Kingdom, which idolatry was in stark contrast to the true worship of Jehovah intermittently observed in Judea.  If we look at Paul’s doctrine of the true and the false Israelite, found in Romans 9:6-8, “For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel”, we will see that principle displayed here in the difference between the Northern and Southern Kingdoms.  

They cannot be taken as true to type for both kingdoms would have had both believers and unbelievers, but there is sufficient difference between them to establish the doctrine.

The idolatrous Israelites of the north had become as pagans, not people of God, and would by Paul’s, and therefore God’s doctrine be classed as ungodly and not of Israel.   Obadiah’s vision is seeing the people of the south and the plain including Benjamin, as representative of true Israel repossessing land once held, not by Israelites, but by pagans.  

(Others would have this as the expansion of Judah’s and Benjamin’s tribal borders with verse 20 showing the dispersed and captive tribes of the Northern Kingdom being accepted into their enlarged borders at the regathering.  If this is the case, what are we to do with the verses that tell of Ephraim’s borders that were given to him as an inheritance? Are they to be his no longer?)    

Many render vs.20a as “And the captives of this host of the children of Israel, that are among the Canaanites, shall possess even unto Zarephath”  

There are two reasons why this is unacceptable: 

If the words shall possess are removed (they are in italics in the KJV and have been added to give a supposed “better understanding” in the English), when read in context to the previous verse, the idea of repossession remains.  It is an interesting exercise to read vss 19-20 from the KJV leaving out all words in italics.  It becomes staccato but the meaning of repossession continues.  

The second reason is that the Canaanites no longer exist; therefore this future view of Israel’s regathering must be referring to the land of Canaan, not its ancient inhabitants.  

The land that was promised to Abraham and his seed included all the land of the Canaanites, and since Zarephath is at the northern extremity of that land, it shows a complete and united restoration of a captive and deported nation; which is the main thrust of this part of Obadiah’s vision. 

The location of Sepharad is disputed, but is probably the capital city of the Persian satrapy of Sepharad or Sardis in Lydia near the Aegean Sea.

21  And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD’S.”
The word saviour is from the Hebrew yah-shah, which in its causative sense means to free or succor.  In this context of judgment, shaw-fat', to pronounce sentence, by extension to govern, yah-shah means ‘dispensers of justice’ judicial officers, judges; they who through righteous and holy judgment will free the oppressed.   

Obadiah’s overall vision is upon Edom and its judgment, but in the days following the day of the LORD of verse 15, the judgment of the mount of Esau is a representation of the judgment of all nations as well.   1Corinthians 6:2-3 tells us that church age believers are to judge the world and will rule angels.  Revelation 20:6 says they will reign with Christ, and this being the case, believers of past ages are to be the saviours mentioned in this verse.   

The last phrase “and the kingdom shall be the LORD’S.” is the ultimate fulfillment of Israel’s literal, earthly kingdom, promised to David and under the personal reign of David’s greater son, Messiah himself. 

“For the kingdom shall be the LORD’S: and he the governor among the nations.” Psalm 22:28
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