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… Judgement or deliverance?

The Lord is not slow concerning His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:9

God is about to judge the whole world.  He will cause great disasters to come upon the earth, so that nearly every person will die.

There is only one way of escape.

Two thousand years ago, Jesus came to earth and died for our sins.  But He rose from the dead.  He now promises to give eternal life to anyone who believes in Him, and to save them from the judgement to come.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:16

He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

John 3:36

Sometime soon – at any moment - Jesus will come in the sky, and call all believers to Himself.  All believers will disappear from this earth, and go to be with Him forever.

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 4:17

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you will not be on the earth during the judgements which you will hear about today.

If you are not a believer, I urge you to believe that Jesus died for your sins, and that He will give you eternal life.  He is faithful to keep His promise.
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PROPHECY

INTRODUCTION

Prophecy means to proclaim a special revelation from God.  In the general sense, it means to proclaim or teach the Word of God (“Thus says the Lord …”).  In the technical sense, it means to foretell future events, as revealed by God.

In Old Testament times, we read often of the prophets proclaiming the Word of God.  Sometimes, this message would deal with divine guidance (eg whether a king should go into battle or not), sometimes it would foretell judgement from God (eg warnings of judgement for sin), sometimes it would tell of the promises of God (eg the coming of Messiah to deliver Israel).

In New Testament times, prophets were given revelations from God to teach the new church about its special place in the plan and purpose of God.  The church had been a “mystery”, not revealed in the Old Testament, therefore there was a need for “new” teaching.

Once these teachings had been written down in the Bible, there was no longer a need for special, prophetic revelation.  The Bible is the completed Word of God.  If we surrender our lives to God, pray and meditate upon His Word, we can know God’s purpose for our lives.

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH

When interpreting Scripture, it is important to understand that different passages of the Bible relate to different periods of human history.  Different commandments apply to different people, and different prophecies apply to different times.

For instance, the Law of Moses was written for the Jews in the Old Testament – therefore, the commandments of Moses should not be applied to the church in the New Testament.  Similarly, “end-times” passages from the books of Daniel, Matthew chapters 24-25, and Revelation relate to a future age, not to the church.

To interpret Scriptures (and prophecy) correctly, we must “divide the Word of Truth” accurately (2 Timothy 2:15).

God has divided human history into segments of history or “dispensations”.  In each dispensation, He uses a different group of people as His representatives on the earth.  And different passages of Scripture apply to different dispensations.

Outline of Dispensations

1.
Age of the Gentiles

The first dispensation is from Adam to Abraham.  God dealt with individuals and families.  It was the responsibility of each father to serve as priest and spiritual head for his own family.

2.
Age of Israel

The next dispensation is from Abraham to Pentecost (30AD).  God called the nation Israel to be His chosen people.  God established a special priesthood (the Levites) and the Law of Moses.  It was the responsibility of Israel to be a witness to the world of the truth and holiness of the Lord.  However, Israel was continuously unfaithful to God, finally rejecting and crucifying His own Son, Jesus.  Because of its disobedience, Israel has been temporarily set aside, and scattered amongst the nations.

3.
Age of Grace (Church Age)

This is the dispensation in which we live – from Pentecost until the Rapture.  In this age, God has called out “another” people for Himself, called the “church”.  In this age, every believer is joined into the body of Christ, and shares everything with Him.  It is the responsibility of the church to proclaim the gospel to all the world.

4.
Tribulation

This is actually the final portion of the Age of Israel.  It is sometimes called the “time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7) and “Daniel’s Seventieth Week” (Daniel 9:24-27) or the “Tribulation” (Matthew 24:9, 21).  It is a seven year period between the Rapture and the Second Advent.  Israel will again have the responsibility to evangelise the world (through 144000 Jewish evangelists).  But this period will be a time of great judgement, both upon Israel (to purge her) and upon the world (for its rejection of God).

5.
Millennial Kingdom

At the Second Advent, Jesus will return to the earth as the King of Kings.  He will destroy all unbelievers and cleanse the earth from the effects of sin.  He will regather Israel and establish His kingdom for 1000 years on earth.  He Himself will be ruling on earth, and all men will know that He is God.

Jesus demonstrated the principle of dispensations in Luke 4:18-19, where He quoted Isaiah 61:1-2a, stopping halfway through a sentence in verse 2.  This is because verse 2a relates to the First Advent (proclaiming the good news of salvation), whereas verse 2b relates to the Second Advent (executing the vengeance of God upon the world).  Different parts of Isaiah 61:2 relate to different dispensations of human history.

Another common mistake people make is to confuse passages which deal with the Rapture with passages which deal with the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Rapture is when the Lord will come in the air to remove His church from the earth.  The Second Advent is when He comes to Jerusalem to defeat Antichrist, and to establish the Kingdom.  The context of a passage of Scripture will show which “coming” is in view.

Finally, remember that prophecies often have immediate fulfilment as well as a long-term fulfilment.  For example, the prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 says that a virgin (literally, “a young woman”) would give birth to a son.  In the short term, this prophecy showed that Isaiah’s young wife would bear him a son, as a sign to the nation Israel (Isaiah 8:3).  However, in the long term, it foretold the coming of Jesus (Matthew 1:22-23).  Consider also Acts 2:16-21.  Peter uses this passage as an illustration of the pouring out of the Spirit at Pentecost, but its actual fulfilment is in the Millennial Kingdom.

THE SATANIC BATTLE

When considering the interpretation of Scripture (and prophecy), it is also important to remember the ultimate purpose of history.  Mankind was created to prove something to Satan, and everything in history is part of a spiritual “battle” between God and Satan.

The first prophecy in the Bible – Genesis 3:15 – is actually a reference to this battle with Satan.

To understand prophecy, it is therefore useful to understand the role of Satan.

Satan (originally called “Lucifer”) is an angel.  He was once the most important, most powerful, most beautiful angel in God’s creation.  But he became proud, exalted himself above God, and rebelled against God.  See Ezekiel 28:12-17 and Isaiah 14:12-14.  One third of the angels rebelled with Satan, and these are now called “demons”.

God then created mankind (a creature lower than angels) to show Satan than an inferior creature would obey and worship God – something which Satan refused to do.  But Satan deceived mankind into sin, disobedience and rebellion against God.  He thought he had won the battle.

But, in the foreknowledge of God, God had planned to send His own Son – Jesus – into the world as a man.  By His life of total obedience to God, the man Jesus was able to defeat Satan, and by His death and resurrection, He was able to provide salvation for anyone who choses to return to God.  Therefore – as a man – Jesus is glorified, made higher than the angels, and everything will be subjected to Him (Hebrews 2:5-18, Philippians 2:5-11).

The rest of human history is Satan’s vain attempt to stop the fulfilment of God’s plan.  Satan continues to deceive people so that they will not believe in Jesus Christ.  He tries to destroy Israel, the church, and the Bible.  Satan is a counterfeiter and deceiver, and he wants people to worship him as the true God.  In the near future, Satan will deceive the whole world through a man known as Antichrist – the false Christ – who will try to regather Israel and establish a counterfeit kingdom of peace on the whole earth.

But God is sovereign, and at the appointed time, Jesus will return to defeat Satan, establish His true kingdom, and fulfil all the prophecies and promises of God.

OVERVIEW OF END-TIMES EVENTS

There are many prophecies in the Bible which have not yet been fulfilled.  These prophecies relate to the “end times” – the end of human history when God will fulfil all of His promises.

The main prophecies which have not yet been fulfilled include the Rapture of the Church, the Tribulation, the Second Advent, the Millennial Kingdom, the Great White Throne Judgement and the Eternal State.

The Rapture of the Church (in the Air)

The next prophecy to be fulfilled is known as the “Rapture” of the church.  There are no other prophecies which must be fulfilled prior to this.  We are not told when the Rapture will occur – it could be any moment!

All believers since Pentecost (30 AD) until the Rapture are known as the “church”, also called the “body of Christ” (Ephesians 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 24, 1 Corinthians 12:12-13) and will one day become the “bride of Christ” (Revelation 19:7, Revelation 21:2, 9).

Jesus has promised to return in the clouds (Acts 1:11) and receive us to Himself (John 14:3).  Those believers who have died in the last 2000 years will be raised from the dead, and those of us who are alive at the Rapture will receive eternal, resurrection bodies as we go up to meet Jesus in the air.

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed - in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

1 Corinthians 15:50-53

Why is the Rapture important?

· Christ is the Head and the Bridegroom; we are His body and bride (Ephesians 5:22-32).  We are united with Him, and share everything with Him.

· At the cross, our souls have been redeemed by the payment for sins.  In resurrection, our physical bodies will also be redeemed and cleansed of the sin nature (Romans 8:23, 1 Corinthians 15:53)

· Resurrection is the final “phase” of our salvation – when we will be glorified (Romans 8:30, 1 John 3:2).  We will be in the image of Christ – in our souls (2 Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 3:10) and in our bodies (Philippians 3:21; Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 15:49).

· It is called the “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13).  We all should be eagerly awaiting the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, to be with Him forever!

(for more information, see appendix: Resurrections)

The Judgement Seat of Christ (for Believers) (in Heaven)

At the Rapture, our physical bodies, which have been corrupted by sin, will fall away and we will receive eternal, resurrection bodies.

We will then be “judged” according to our works.  This is a judgement of believers – it is for cleansing and reward, not for punishment and condemnation.

Our lives will be evaluated:  any “dead works” will be burned and removed, and any “good works” will be rewarded.

For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15

For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

2 Corinthians 5:10

There will be nothing of sin, self-righteousness or human effort in eternity.  The only things which will remain will be the works of God which we have allowed Him to perform through us.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:8-10

These good works will be the basis for our reward - an eternal glory to Christ.

And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

Revelation 19:8

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (in Heaven)

Having been cleansed of “dead works”, the church will then be presented to Christ as His bride.  Christ (the bridegroom), the church (His bride), and invited guests (believers from all other ages) will then celebrate the wedding feast – a time of rejoicing and blessing for 1000 years, and on into eternity.

… just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

Ephesians 5:25-27

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Almighty reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ”

Revelation 19:6-9

(for more information, see appendix: Jewish Wedding)

The Tribulation (on Earth)

The Tribulation is a period of seven years, between the Rapture of the church and the Second Advent of Jesus Christ.  It is a time of great judgement on the earth.

Please note!  During the Tribulation, the church is in heaven, being cleansed and prepared for her marriage to Christ.  The church is not on earth during the judgements of the Tribulation! (see Revelation 3:10)

The Purpose of the Tribulation

· God will purge Israel for her unbelief.  The remaining Jews (those who “endure to the end” of the Tribulation) will finally acknowledge that Jesus is their Messiah, and become believers.  At the end of the Tribulation, Jesus will return to Jerusalem, regather believing Israel and rule as her King and Messiah, thus fulfilling many promises of the Old Testament.

· God will pour out His wrath on all people who have rejected Him, by war, famine, disease and other “natural” and “supernatural” judgements.  In two specific judgements, half of the world’s population will die (Revelation 6:8, 9:15).  At the end of the Tribulation, all remaining unbelievers will be killed by Jesus at the Second Advent.

The Antichrist

The Antichrist is a man who will rule the whole world.

· He will not be revealed until after the Rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 7-8).  It is possible that the disappearance of millions of people in the Rapture – including many car and airplane crashes as drivers and pilots disappear - will cause mass panic, and the Antichrist will restore peace, and offer an explanation for the disappearances.

· He will come to power with many signs and wonders, and people will be deceived into believing that he is the Christ.

· He will make peace with Israel, and allow the Jews to rebuild the Temple and offer animal sacrifices.

· He will proclaim himself as God, the messiah of the Jews and the saviour of the world.

· It is likely that he will be killed, and come back to life (as a false resurrection), when Satan indwells him (Revelation 13:3,12).

· His kingdom is associated with the Roman Empire, possibly emerging from a European confederation of nations (Daniel 2:33, 41-43, Daniel 7:23-24 the “legs of iron” can be identified as the Roman Empire, coming after Chaldea, Medo-Persia and Greece; Daniel 9:26, the “people of the prince to come” are clearly the Roman army which destroyed the Temple in 70 AD).  There are many indications pointing to the European Union as the forerunner to this “Revived Roman Empire”.

The kingdom of the Antichrist is the last human kingdom.  It is the culmination of evil.  The Antichrist and his kingdom are described in many passages in the Bible:

· as the feet of iron and clay in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the statue (Daniel 2:33, 41-43)

· as the little horn in Daniel’s vision of the beasts (Daniel 7:8, 24-25)

· as the small horn in Daniel’s vision of the ram and the male goat (Daniel 8:9-14, 23-26)

· as the “prince who is to come” in Daniel 9:24-27

· as the “despicable king” in Daniel 11-12 (see 11:21, 31, 36)

· as the “abomination of desolation” in Matthew 24:15 (This is actually an image of Antichrist, which is set up in the Temple, Revelation 13:14-15)

· as the “man of lawlessness” in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

· as the “beast” in Revelation 13:1-10

The False Trinity

Satan is the counterfeiter and deceiver.  During the Tribulation, he will declare the false trinity:

· the false Father (Satan, the dragon, Revelation 12:9)

· the false Christ/Messiah, (Antichrist, the beast, Revelation 13:1-3, Revelation 17:8).

· the false Spirit (the false prophet, the second beast Revelation 13:11-12), who causes people to worship the Antichrist.

The Main Events of the Tribulation

The events of the Tribulation are described mainly in Revelation 5 – 19, Matthew 24 – 25, 2 Thessalonians 2 and Daniel 9 – 11.

The Tribulation is divided into two halves.  The first 3 ½ years is known as “the tribulation” (Matthew 24:9) and the second 3 ½ years is known as “the great tribulation” (Matthew 24:21).

The second 3 ½ years of the Tribulation is described in Scripture as “a time, times and half a time” (Daniel 7:25, Revelation 12:14), “middle of the week (literally ‘sevens’)” (Daniel 9:27), “1290 days” (Daniel 12:11) and “42 months” (Revelation 13:5).  All of these time periods indicate 3 ½ years.

The First Half – Tribulation

· When the church is removed at the Rapture, the Holy Spirit (who indwells all Church Age believers) will also be removed.  Without the Holy Spirit restraining, the Antichrist and his evil system will be allowed to control the world (2 Thessalonians 2:6-7).

· During the first half of the Tribulation, God will start to judge the world through the seven seal judgements and the seven trumpet judgements.

· God seals 144,000 Jewish evangelists, who will bring many from every nation to salvation in Jesus (Revelation 7:4-9).

· God also calls two witnesses – possibly Moses and Elijah - who will prophesy for 3 ½ years, then be killed, and raised from the dead (Revelation 11)

· Antichrist will come to power with great signs and wonders and deceptions (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10).  He will be accepted as a great world leader (Revelation 13:3).

· The Antichrist will rule the whole world, controlling the political, economic and religious systems.  He will establish a one-world government (Revelation 13:7), a one-world monetary system (Revelation 13:16-17), and a one-world religion (Revelation 13:12).

· The Antichrist will make a seven-year peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

· The Temple and sacrifices will be re-instituted by the Jews in Jerusalem (Daniel 11:31, Matthew 24:15).

The Middle of the Tribulation

· In the middle of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will break the peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

· The Antichrist will set up the “abomination of desolation” (the “image of the beast”) in the Temple (Matthew 24:15, Daniel 8:11, Daniel 11:31), exalt himself as God (2 Thessalonians 2:4, Daniel 11:36), and force everyone to worship him (Revelation 13:15).  Anyone who refuses to worship Antichrist will be killed (by beheading) (Revelation 20:4).

· Satan will be cast down to earth, and take out his rage on the Jews and believers (Revelation 12:9, 13, 17).

The Second Half – Great Tribulation

· During the second half of the Tribulation, God will pour out His wrath on all unbelievers through seven bowl judgements.

· The Antichrist will control the world religious system, and demand that everyone worship him as God, under penalty of death (Revelation 13:15, Revelation 20:4).  The false religious system – which has existed since the beginning of human history – is called “Babylon the Great”, and “unfaithful harlot” (Revelation 17 – 18).

· The Antichrist will control the world economic system, and force everyone who buys and sells to receive his mark on their right wrist or forehead (Revelation 13:16-18).  This symbolically is “666”.  Anyone who receives this mark cannot be saved (Revelation 14:9-11, Revelation 20:4).  It seems they will be so deceived, and their hearts so hardened against God, that they will never repent.

· The Antichrist will persecute and kill Jews and believers (Revelation 12:17).  Jewish believers are warned to flee (Matthew 24:16).

· At the end of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will assemble all the armies of the world against Jerusalem.  This is called the Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 16:14, 16, Zechariah 12:3, 11).

The Second Advent (in Jerusalem)

At the end of the Tribulation, Jesus will return to the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem with spectacular signs and a great earthquake (Matthew 24:29-30, Zechariah 14:4).

He will destroy Antichrist and the armies of the world, by the sword from His mouth (Revelation 19:13, 15, 21).  It is the Word of God which will defeat evil!

At the Second Advent

· the Church, as the Bride of Christ in our glorious resurrection bodies, will return to earth with Him (Revelation 19:14).

· Antichrist and the false prophet will be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20).

· all unbelievers will be killed (Revelation 19:21).

· Satan will be bound for 1000 years (Revelation 20:2-3).

· the Old Testament believers, and those who were martyred during the Tribulation, will be resurrected (Revelation 20:4)

· the believers who survive the Tribulation will enter the Millennial Kingdom in their physical bodies.

The Tribulation is a time when the Lord will purge Israel – separating the believers from the unbelievers (Matthew 3:12).  Note that the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32 (quoted in Acts 2:17-21) is given as a warning to Israel, that they must repent.  At the First Advent, the Jews crucified their Messiah, then rejected the offer to repent in Acts 2.  During the Tribulation, many unbelievers- including many Jews - will die.  At the Second Advent, God will call the remnant of Israel to repent, and they will.  They will see Him whom they pierced, and weep (Zechariah 12:10, Revelation 1:7).

The Millennial Kingdom (on Earth)

Jesus will establish His kingdom on earth for 1000 years.  He will be King and Messiah to Israel, and we, as His bride, will rule with Him.

Jesus will gather the remnant of Israel, and fulfil all the promises to Israel (Zechariah 12:10, Matthew 24:31).  They will live in the land, in peace, with their Messiah.

During the Millennium, Satan will be bound, so he will not be able to influence the world with evil.

The earth will be restored to the way it was in the Garden of Eden.  The effects of sin on all creation will be lifted (Romans 8:21).

· there will be worldwide peace (Isaiah 2:4)

· animals will not kill or be dangerous (Isaiah 11:6-9)

· there will be long life, due to the absence of disease (Isaiah 65:20)

During the Millennium, many children will be born – some will become believers, but there will be many unbelievers.  At the end of the 1000 years, Satan will be loosed for a short while.  He will deceive the unbelievers, and cause them to rebel against the Lord, but they will be destroyed (Revelation 20:7-9).  Finally, Satan will be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10).

The Great White Throne Judgement (for Unbelievers) (in Heaven)

At the end of the Millennium, all unbelievers will be raised from the dead (the “second resurrection”, Revelation 20:5).  These are only unbelievers – those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Revelation 20:15).  When a person believes in Jesus, he is given eternal life - his name is written in the Book of Life.  The people in this judgement are unbelievers.

Unbelievers will be judged according to their works, because they have trusted in their own (unacceptable) “good works” to be saved rather than upon the Lord Jesus Christ (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 4:4-5, Ephesians 2:8-9).  Human works are not acceptable to God.  Only God’s works, produced through us by the Holy Spirit, are acceptable to God.  The unbeliever will stand before God and say “I am good.  I have done good works.  You must let me into heaven!”  But God will say “No!  You do not have the righteousness which only Jesus can give you.  Your works are not acceptable.  You are condemned to the lake of fire because you have not believed in My Son!”  Therefore, the works of the unbeliever will condemn them, because they have trusted in their works, rather than in Jesus, to save them.

All unbelievers will be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15).

Eternity (in a New Universe)

Finally, the old universe, which has been corrupted by sin, will be destroyed (2 Peter 3:6, 10) and a new universe created (Revelation 21:1).

Only God, the elect angels, and all believers from all ages will dwell in it.

The New Jerusalem, which is “the bride of Christ in the dwelling place prepared for her” (John 14:2-3), will exist forever in all her glory (Revelation 21:9-11).

Those believers who have been faithful disciples of the Lord will receive extra rewards in eternity (Revelation 2 – 3, 1 Peter 5:4, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

WHAT SHOULD OUR RESPONSE TO PROPHECY BE?

· Prophecy shows the sovereignty and faithfulness of God – every prophecy and promise of God will be fulfilled at the appointed time. (1 Peter 1:20-21, Isaiah 55:11).

· Remember that we are in a spiritual battle.  Satan is a counterfeiter and a deceiver.  He tries to counterfeit the plan of God, so that people will be deceived and worship him instead (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10).

· Many prophecies are used by God as a warning that sin will be punished.  Prophecy should remind us to live lives which are honouring to God (Titus 2:11-15, Revelation 9:20-21, 2 Peter 3:11-14 especially v 11, 14).

· The next prophecy to be fulfilled is the Rapture of the Church – when the Lord Jesus will come to take us home.  This is our hope, the fulfilment of our glorification and future with Him (Philippians 3:20-21, Romans 8:18, 23, John 14:3).  Our hope should make us say “Come Lord Jesus!”

· Prophecy should motivate us in our outreach to tell unbelievers about the salvation offered by Jesus Christ.  We know that the wrath of God will be poured out on unbelievers during the Tribulation, and in eternity.  Let us pray that God would challenge us to tell people how they can be saved!

OUTLINE  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  REVELATION

Let us now look at a brief outline of the book of Revelation.

Revelation is a book written by the Apostle John.  It is the last book of the Bible to be written.  It is a letter written to the seven (main) churches in Asia Minor about 100AD.  It describes a vision which was given to John about the prophecies of the end times and the “revelation” of Christ in His glory as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Revelation 1  The Lord Jesus Christ in His Glory

This chapter describes the vision of the Lord Jesus Christ in His glory.

Revelation 2-3  The Letters to the Seven Churches
These are messages to each of the seven churches in Asia Minor.  Most of the messages have an exhortation and a promise to the church.  While the original messages were addressed to the churches at that time, it is interesting to note that the messages, in turn, describe the condition of the church universal at various stages during the past 2000 years.

· Ephesus – this represents the church in the first century.  It was basically a faithful church.

· Smyrna – this represents the church up to about 300AD.  It is the persecuted church, strong because of its sufferings.

· Pergamum – this represents the church up to about 600AD.  It is the birth of the Roman Catholic church, when pagan practices and idolatry begin to infiltrate the true Christian Church.

· Thyatira – this represents the church up to about 1500AD.  The Roman Catholic church gains prominence, and paganism and idolatry are widespread.  It led to what call the “Dark Ages”.

· Sardis – this represents the church up to about 1750AD.  It is the church at the time of the Reformation, when Martin Luther realised many of the theological errors of the Roman Catholic church.

· Philadelphia – this represents the church up to about 1900AD.  It is the missionary church, which went out into much of the world with revival and evangelism.

· Laodicea – this represents the church in our day.  It is the apostate church, which is indifferent to the Word of God.

Revelation 4  Praises in Heaven

John hears a voice like the sound of a trumpet say “Come up here!”  I believe this symbolizes the Rapture, when Jesus calls the Church up to heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

John is brought into the throne room of God, where angelic creatures offer praises to God on the throne in heaven.

Revelation 5  The Lamb, the Lion of Judah

The Lamb, the Lion of Judah, is the only one found worthy to break the seals to open the book of judgements upon the earth.  He is the only man who overcame sin and death.

At the First Advent, the gentle Lamb of God offered Himself as the sacrifice for sin.  At the Second Advent, the roaring Lion of Judah comes with judgement and wrath.

Revelation 6  The Seven Seal Judgements

First Seal (6:1-2):  The White Horse (Peace)

This is the Antichrist.  He has great military strength, and conquers the whole world, bringing “peace” (Revelation 13:3-4).  The Antichrist signs a seven year peace treaty with Israel, which he breaks after 3 ½ years (Daniel 9:27).

Second Seal (6:3-4):  The Red Horse (War)

Some nations will rebel against Antichrist, resulting in war.  It is likely that a confederation of southern nations (Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya) and northern nations (Russia, Germany, Turkey) will react against the peace treaty with Israel.  Antichrist will defend Israel, and destroy these nations (Daniel 7:8 and 11:40-45, Ezekiel 38 and 39).

Third Seal (6:5-6):  The Black Horse (Famine)

Probably as a result of the war, food will be scarce, causing famine.

Fourth Seal (6:7-8):  The Ashen/Grey Horse (Death)

One quarter of the earth’s population will die as a result of the war, famine and disease.

Fifth Seal (6:9-11):  Persecution and Martyrdom of Believers

During the Tribulation, there will be much persecution against believers, and many will be martyred for their faith (Revelation 13:7, Matthew 24:9).

Sixth Seal (6:12-17):  Great Earthquake

The Lord now judges the unbelieving world with great natural disasters – a great earthquake.  The earth will be shaken so severely (enough to shake unripe figs from a tree!) that every mountain and island will be moved.  This will coincide with a great meteor shower.  As a result of volcanic ash in the atmosphere, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will glow red.

Men will cry that the mountains might fall upon them (Revelation 6:15-17).

Revelation 7  144,000 Jewish Evangelists

The 144,000 Jewish believers are sealed as evangelists during the Tribulation, resulting in many converts (Revelation 7:9,14).  Notice that the church is in heaven, so the Jews again become God’s ministers on earth.  The Tribulation is the final seven years of the Age of Israel.

Revelation 8 – 9  The Seven Trumpet Judgements

Seventh Seal (8:1):  Silence for Half an Hour

There is silence in heaven for half an hour.  This is probably a sense of awe in anticipation of the judgements to come, as the angels prepare to blow the trumpet judgements.  Contrast this silence with the singing of praise in earlier chapters.

First Trumpet (8:7):  Hail, Fire, Blood

Hail and fire, mixed with blood, are cast down to the earth.  One third of the earth is burnt up, one third of trees burnt up, and all of the grass is burnt up.

Second Trumpet (8:8-9):  Burning Mountain

A great mountain burning with fire (meteorite) is cast into the sea.  One third of the sea becomes blood, one third of marine life dies, and one third of ships are destroyed.

Third Trumpet (8:10-11):  Wormwood

A great burning star (“Wormwood”, meaning “bitter”) is cast into one third of the rivers and springs, poisoning the waters.

Fourth Trumpet (8:12):  Universe Struck

One third of the sun, moon and stars are darkened.

The eagle flies in midheaven proclaiming the remaining three trumpets as “Woes!” (Revelation 8:13).  The worst judgements are yet to come!

Fifth Trumpet (9:1-12):  Demonic Locusts (the first “Woe!”)

An angel opens the bottomless pit (the abyss).  Demonic locusts (with their king, Abaddon/Apollyon, literally “Destroyer”) are given power to sting and torment unbelievers for five months.

Sixth Trumpet (9:13-21): Demonic 200 Million Army (the second “Woe!”)

The four angels who are bound at the Euphrates River are released, to kill one third of mankind, apparently by a 200 million man army.

Revelation 10

The vision of the strong angel standing on the sea and land, with a little book in his hand.  He cries with a loud voice and there are seven peals of thunder, which John is told to seal up and not write what they said.  John is then told to eat the little book, which is sweet in his mouth, but bitter in his stomach.

Revelation 11  The Two Witnesses

John is told to measure the temple, but not the court, because it is given to the nations (Gentiles) to tread under foot for 42 months (that is, 3 ½ years) (Revelation 11:1-2)

Two witnesses will prophesy for 1260 days (3 ½ years) in Jerusalem.  These are probably Elijah and Moses (compare Malachi 4:4-5, Matthew 17:1-3, Luke 9:30, the miracles of sending fire to devour their enemies, power to stop rain, and power to turn water into blood).  They will be killed by Antichrist, but raised from the dead after 3 ½ days, and taken to heaven.  Their ministry results in many Jews being saved (Revelation 11:13).

Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19):  Voices in Heaven (the third “Woe!)

Loud voices declare the beginning of the reign of the kingdom of Christ.  The temple is opened, the ark of His covenant appears, and the angels with the seven bowls of the wrath of God come out of the temple (see Revelation 15:5ff).

Revelation 12  The Great Red Dragon (Satan)

The sign of the woman (Israel) giving birth to the child (Christ), and the dragon (Satan) trying to devour the child.  The woman flees to the wilderness for 1260 days (3 ½ years), also described as a time and times and half a time.  Satan is cast down to earth, and persecutes the Jews and believers.

Revelation 13  The Beast (Antichrist)

The beast (Antichrist), in the power of Satan (“the ruler of this world” John 12:31, Matthew 4:8-9) is given authority over the whole world for 42 months (3 ½ years).  It is possible that the Antichrist is killed, and indwelt by Satan, giving the impression that he is “raised from the dead” (v3,12,14).  This will cause people to worship him as “the Christ” (v7,8).

Another beast (the false prophet) performs signs and wonders and makes the whole world worship the Antichrist (v8,12).  The false prophet creates an “image of the beast” which appears to have life, and everyone must worship it, under penalty of death (v14,15).

People in the Tribulation will have to swear allegiance to the Antichrist and worship him, otherwise they cannot buy or sell.  The “seal” of their allegiance will be the mark of the beast, 666 (v16-18).  666 is probably the numerical value of the name of the beast.  The number 6 is symbolic of man or sin, and triple 6 represents the “perfect” or “ultimate” man or sin.

Anyone who worships Antichrist and receives the mark of the beast will be condemned to hell (Revelation 14:9-11).  Their hearts will be so hardened by their unbelief and their minds so deluded by Satan that they will never accept the true Christ (Revelation 9:20-21, Revelation 16:9,11, 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

In this chapter, we have the false trinity – father (Satan), son (Antichrist) and spirit (false prophet), with a counterfeit resurrection, counterfeit miracles and a counterfeit kingdom on earth.

Revelation 14  The Wine Press of the Wrath of God

The gospel message of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists:  “Fear God and worship Him.  Do not worship Antichrist or receive the mark of the beast”.  Anyone who receives the mark of the beast can never be saved, because their hearts have become so hardened against God (v1,6-12)

Any martyrs from now on will receive special blessing, because their persecution is intensified (v13)

The angels swing their sickles of the “wine press of the wrath of God”, and blood came out up to the horses’ bridles for a distance of 200 miles (v20).  We are not told exactly who or what this is, but it is obvious that many will die in a severe judgement.

Revelation 15

The Tribulation saints stand on the sea of glass singing the song of Moses (a song of victory and praise to God).

The temple is opened, and seven angels bring out the seven bowls of the final wrath of God.  This appears to happen when the seventh trumpet is sounded (see Revelation 11:19).

Revelation 16  The Seven Bowl Judgements

Note the parallels to the judgements upon Egypt at the time of Moses.  God is demonstrating to the world that He is the only true God.

First Bowl (Revelation 16:1-2):  Severe Sores

Malignant sores on all those who had received the mark of the beast.

Second Bowl (Revelation 16:3):  Sea to Blood

The seas become blood, and every marine creature dies.

Third Bowl (Revelation 16:4-7):  Rivers to Blood

The rivers and springs become blood.

Fourth Bowl (Revelation 16:8-9):  Scorching Heat

The sun scorches men with extreme heat.

Fifth Bowl (Revelation 16:10-11):  Total Darkness & Pain

The kingdom of the Antichrist is darkened (the sun?), causing extreme pain.

Sixth Bowl (Revelation 16:12-16):  Three Demonic Frogs

The Euphrates River dries up, enabling the kings of the east to bring their armies.  Three demons come out of Satan, the Antichrist and the false prophet, to gather all of the armies of the world at the valley of Megiddo (for the battle of Armaggedon).  The armies intend to destroy Jerusalem and the Jews, but they themselves will be destroyed at the Second Advent.

Seventh Bowl (Revelation 16:17-21):  Great Earthquake & Hailstones)

A loud voice from the throne, saying “It is done!”  The judgement of God is finished!  Compare this to Jesus’ cry from the cross in John 19:30, “It is finished!”  The payment for the penalty of sins is completed!

There is a great earthquake, which splits the great city (Babylon, see next chapter) into three parts, the cities of the nations fall, and every island and mountain falls.  There are also huge hailstones which fall upon men.

It is likely that this earthquake will occur as soon as the Lord Jesus returns at the Second Advent, and places His foot on Mount Zion in Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:4).  At this point, He is King of Kings, and the plan of God is fulfilled!  It is finished!

Revelation 17  Babylon the Harlot

The great harlot, Babylon, sitting over many waters, riding on the beast.

The great harlot, Babylon, represents false religion.

· She is a great harlot (prostitute/adulteress), who has led people away from the true God to her idolatry (v1-2)

· She holds power over kings and peoples, demanding their loyalty by deception and superstition (v2,15,18, Revelation 18:3)

· She has made herself rich, with purple, scarlet, gold and precious stones (think of the Roman Catholic church!) (v4)

· She has involved herself in materialism and commercial dealings (Revelation 18:11-13)

· She has glorified herself (Revelation 18:7)

· She has persecuted and killed true believers all through history (v6, Revelation 18:24)

· She “rides” and controls the beast (Antichrist) (v3)

· The kingdoms of the world will turn against her (v16)

· She is described as “the great city” (v18).  This may refer to an actual city of Babylon.  Symbolically, it represents the religious kingdom of Babylon.

Nimrod first built Babel (Babylon).  Nimrod is described as someone who “began a kingdom” and was “a mighty one (literally) against God” (Genesis 10:8-12).  It was at Babel that men united to “build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4).  There is clearly an attitude of arrogance and rebellion against God.  It is in direct violation to God’s command to “fill the earth”, and an attempt to “be as good as God” by reaching heaven by their own efforts.  Hence, Babylon portrays a religious kingdom which is opposed to God.

The beast (Antichrist) is described as having seven heads and ten horns.

The seven heads are seven kings (or kingdoms) – five have fallen, one is, and one is yet to come.  This has two possible interpretations:  They could represent seven empires throughout history or they could refer to kings of the Roman Empire.  At the time John saw these visions (96 AD), five great empires had previously ruled the world; the Roman Empire currently ruled the world in 96 AD; and the final world kingdom (yet to come) would be the Antichrist’s kingdom.  The Antichrist is said to be an eighth king, but one of the seven.  It is said that “he was and is not and will come”.  This probably indicates that he is killed during the Tribulation, but “comes back to life” in a counterfeit resurrection. (see Revelation 13:3,12,14)

The ten horns are ten kings.  These are the ten kings who will make up the Antichrist’s one-world government.  It is these kings who will bring their armies to the valley of Megiddo for the battle of Armageddon.

Revelation 18  Babylon Destroyed

The great harlot, Babylon, is destroyed.

Revelation 19  The Second Advent

Praises in heaven over the fall of Babylon.

The marriage of the Lamb and the preparation of His Bride.

The Second Advent

· Jesus returns to earth in glory

· He comes to Jerusalem

· The armies of the world are gathered at the battle of Armageddon to wage war against Christ

· The Antichrist and the false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire

· The armies of the world are destroyed by the Word of Christ

The Tribulation will end at the Second Advent, when Jesus returns to Jerusalem, destroys the armies of the world (and all unbelievers) at the Battle of Armageddon, and binds Satan. (Revelation 19:11-21)

Revelation 20  The Millennial Kingdom and the Great White Throne Judgement

Satan is bound for a 1000 years.

Old Testament and Tribulation saints are resurrected and enter into the Millennial kingdom.

Satan is released for a short while at the end of the 1000 years, and causes a final rebellion (Gog and Magog) against the Lord.

We then have the Great White Throne judgement, where all unbelievers are resurrected, judged, and cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21 – 22  Eternity:  The New Heavens and New Earth

At the end of the Millennium, the old universe is destroyed, and a new heavens and earth are created.  The Bride of Christ, in her mansion as the New Jerusalem (v2, 9-11), comes to earth.  In it are throne of Christ, the river of the water of life, and the eternal dwelling place of all believers.

The Bible closes with an invitation to unbelievers:

17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

Jesus says:

20“Surely I am coming quickly.”

And the response of the believer should be:

20Come, Lord Jesus!

Appendix:  Resurrection

What is resurrection?

· When a believer dies, the soul separates from the body (Genesis 35:18).  The body decays and goes back to the earth (Genesis 3:19).  For believers, the soul goes to the presence of the Lord in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:8; Luke 16:22; Revelation 6:9-10).  For unbelievers, the soul goes to Hades (Luke 16:23; Revelation 20:13)

· Resurrection means that the soul is “clothed” in a new body, which is eternal (1 Corinthians 15:49-53; 2 Corinthians 5:1)

· The resurrection body is without sin, because sin cannot exist in heaven (Ephesians 5:25-27; Revelation 19:8)

· Resurrection therefore is the ultimate victory over sin, and the penalty of sin, which is death (Romans 6:23; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57)

· This is why the resurrection of Jesus is so important – at the cross, He defeated sin; at the resurrection, He defeated death.  If Jesus was not raised, we would have no salvation (1 Corinthians 15:14, 17)

· Resurrection is the beginning of removal of the curse of sin and the restoration of all creation (Genesis 3:17-19, Romans 8:19-22)

There are several “stages” of resurrections.  It is important not to confuse them.

1. Jesus, the “first fruits” was resurrected on Easter Sunday (Mark 16:6, 1 Corinthians 15:20, Colossians 1:18)

2. Resurrection of all believers (known as the “first resurrection” (Revelation 20:4-6)

i. the church will be resurrected at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:50-53)

ii. all Old Testament and Tribulation believers will be resurrected at the Second Advent (Daniel 12:13, Revelation 20:4)

iii. any believer who dies during the Millennium will be resurrected at the end of the Millennium

3. Resurrection of all unbelievers (known as the “second resurrection”) at the end of the Millennium, when they will be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:5a, 13)

Appendix:  Jewish Wedding

There is a strong parallel to the marriage of Christ to a typical Jewish wedding.  In a Jewish wedding, the sequence would be as follows:

· The Father would arrange the marriage of the groom to the bride. (John 3:16)

· The groom would meet the bride. (John 1:14)

· The groom would pay the dowry. (Ephesians 5:25)

· The groom would go away and build a house for the bride. (John 14:2)

· The friends of the bride would wait at the house of the bride. (Matthew 25:1-13)

· The groom would come and receive the bride to himself. (John 14:3)

· The friends of the groom would be waiting at the Father’s house. (Revelation 19:1-9)

· The wedding procession would arrive at the Father’s house for the wedding feast. (Matthew 22:1-14)

· The groom would take the bride to their new home. (Revelation 20:11-16)

· The marriage would be consummated, and the bride becomes the groom’s wife. (Revelation 21:1-3)

Appendix:  Signs of the End-Times

We cannot say exactly when the Lord will return, or when the events of the prophecies described in this book will take place.  However, we are told to look for the signs, and know that the time is near (Matthew 24:32-33).

What signs can we see in the world today?

· Just as in the days of Noah, people will ignore the warnings to repent.  They will live their lives as usual - selfishly and without thinking about God (Matthew 24:37-39).

· Many people will openly mock and ridicule God (2 Peter 3:3-4).

· There will be an increase in wars, natural disasters (famines, diseases, earthquakes) and persecution and false religions (Matthew 24:3-9).

· Israel will start to be regathered, and there will be talk of peace in the Middle East (Revelation 6:2, Daniel 9:27a).  The Antichrist will be a man who brings peace between Israel and the Muslim world.

· There will be a trend towards a one world government.  The United Nations is moving towards this.

· The revival of the “Roman Empire” in Europe.  Today, the European Union is becoming a powerful force in the world economy.  There are many symbols which could link the EU to Antichrist (eg it has established a political, economic and monetary system; it uses an image of a woman riding a beast; it has published posters showing the unification of Europe as the Tower of Babel/Babylon; it uses the crown of stars of the “Queen of Heaven” – from Nimrod’s mother, the founder of Babylon – as its symbol, also linking it to the religious system of the Roman Catholic church).

· There will be a trend towards a one world religion.  We often hear reports that religions should unify because “we all worship the same God”.  Eastern religions are openly accepted in the west, and often proclaim someone as being “the re-incarnated Christ”.

· Antichrist will have the ability to control who is able to buy and sell.  These people will receive the mark of his name (666) in their foreheads or right hands.  It may be that this mark is a computer microchip implanted under the skin.  It is only in the last few years, since computers, credit cards and electronic identification systems have been invented, that we can understand how this prophecy may be fulfilled.

This booklet is dedicated

to the One True God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth;

and to His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ;

and to those believers who live for Him.

Jesus Christ died so that our sins may be forgiven

and He rose from the dead so that we may have life forever with Him.

The One True God wants you

to truly believe that Jesus died for your sins,

and He will give you eternal life.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:16

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:6
These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

John 20:31

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent

John 17:3
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