CHAPTER 10

INTRODUCTION
We begin here the first selection of straight lists of Solomon’s proverbs. They are grouped but as a “flow of consciousness” rather than by set topics. The topics flow from one to the next in a Middle Eastern manner, rather than being clear theme-sorted lists as in the Western manner. Let us “go with the flow” of the collector’s thoughts as we go through this and the next sections. We have no idea as to whether Solomon himself gathered his own proverbs into books related by theme, or simply wrote them out as they flowed from his mind. The gatherer of this collection is working with a method. He is building a picture of a wise young man who is truly listening to his father’s wisdom; he is trying to show us what such a person would look like, and what the alternative looks like. 

The collector of the Proverbs is clear in his mind, as Solomon was in his own, that the distance between the wise man and the fool is very narrow. It is the distance between each decision we take that either builds wisdom or undermines it. Each small decision creates a big divergence in life paths over time and distance. What begins as a “small difference of opinion” between a saved and the lost friend may over a life time become two separate life choices that produce lives that are poles apart. A great ship that is only one degree off course will be hundreds of miles from its true destination over quite a short time.
PROVERBS 10:1-32

1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death. 3 The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked. 4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 7 The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot. 8 The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall. 9 He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known. 10 He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool shall fall. 11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. 13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding. 14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. 15 The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty. 16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin. 17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth. 18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool. 19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise. 20 The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth. 21 The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom. 22 The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it. 23 It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of understanding hath wisdom. 24 The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be granted. 25 As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation. 26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him. 27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened. 28 The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish. 29 The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity. 30 The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth. 31 The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be cut out. 32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness.
REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 3.  “1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.

2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.

3 The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked”.
The writer wants us to see clearly that these are the work of King Solomon, but that he is laying them before us with a clear purpose in mind, and he wants us to see that purpose. Allow this to emerge as we read these Proverbs. Ecclesiastes 2:19, 12:19.  Those who go on in their understanding and application of the Word of God make the heart glad of all who see and meet them. They are a cause of rejoicing in the lives of all who love the Lord. 2 Corinthians 1:12-14. 

We are meant to bring joy into the lives of others, and be a reason for positive emotion for all we meet. The word “fruit” sums this up; for the believer who walks with the Lord is to be sweet to the taste in all their fellowship with others. We are meant to be a blessing into the lives of others, and we are a blessing when the Word of God has free reign in our souls. The FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT always involves rejoicing in the Lord and His Word. If people are not able to rejoice in the Lord it is because they don’t really know Him!

A wise father will rejoice in the spiritual success of his son, and will be glad for him and others when he sees his son’s positive impact upon others. Fathers in the ancient world would disown their sons if they turned out badly, and even deny them a place at the family table. This is why the parable of the Prodigal Son was so special and unusual when the Lord told it. Luke 15:11-32. It was the normal thing for a father to simply cut off the son who went away from godliness. Such a son would never be spoken of again, but the mother would quietly and privately weep for such a boy. The deep sadness that foolishness causes in the life of the godly mother is spelled out for the young sons of Solomon to reflect upon. What do they want for their lives? What impact do they want their lives to have upon their earthly parents, let alone their heavenly father?

All that wickedness achieves is “nothing” in the long run. There is no lasting profit in evil, for all that evil produces will be swept away by the winds of time. I reflected upon this yesterday as I walked through my old home town centre. A crooked businessman who has taken advantage of many older people through the years, and by guile, cunning, and immoral practises has made his fortune was there in his office. Outside his office is his car, a Porsche 911. As I looked at the car, as I parked my old van, I reflected on his joy as he drove that car. He certainly enjoys driving it, and feels very special, but his life is in turmoil at home and there is no safe place for him to lay his head each night. 

He has all the wealth that his crooked dealings have gained him, but he has none of the peace of mind that is required to really enjoy his brief time upon the earth. He snatches brief moments of pleasure, but there is no rejoicing. I looked at the lovely car and felt a deep sorrow for the misery I know he has in his personal and family life. There is no present hope for any change in this man also, for he hates the Lord and the Christian faith with a vengeance. In his hatred of the truth he bears fruit for his soul’s choices. There is no peace (no shalom – blessing) for the wicked. Isaiah 57:20-21. 

The fear of death often dominates the thinking of these foolish and evil men. All they have is tied up in their goods upon the earth and once they die it is all lost to them, whereas, once the believer dies all their treasures are freed up to be enjoyed by them. Matthew 6:19-20. We go to our rewards, but they go from the rewards of their evils. It is righteousness that delivers us from the fears of death. It is godliness that gives us confidence as we face our maker. It is the FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT that provide the evidence in the soul of our future blessings, just as it is the fruit of the Old Sin Nature that provides the evidence of evil in the life of the fool. 

The righteous person may have needs at times, but they will be kept by the Lord they serve, for His Holy Name depends upon that. 2 Timothy 2:11-12. The evil fool however, is a person under judgement, and even while they suck dry all the pleasures they can get from their lusts, their cravings will never be satisfied. Lust has no end to its desires. Once pleasure is chosen as the end point of a life there is no hope for true happiness for that person. They will always be disappointed with what their lust delivers, for their evil imagination could always desire more evil and jaded pleasures. They are in torment while they live and torment after their death. Psalms 49:6-15, 20, Luke 12:15-21, 16:23-31. 

Verses 4 – 9.  “4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.

5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.

6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.

7 The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot.

8 The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall.

9 He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known.”
Why is it that two men of similar backgrounds may have such divergent paths in this life? How is it that one man has great prosperity and another great disasters? Solomon is clear that the reason is to be found in their repeated daily life choices. It is not their equality at birth and difference in intelligence that separates them, but their ability and determination to apply all that they know into daily life by focused work. The lazy man fails because he is not determined to succeed, and the successful man succeeds simply because he is so determined to succeed, and he works hard to achieve his goals. He lets nothing stand in his way, whereas the lazy man lets everything stand between him and his potential success. 

The “slack hand” of verse four is the lazy and tired hand of a man who doesn’t set his heart and hand to achieve great things. He is lazy and worn out by his imagination and fantasy life, not by his hard work. Have you ever noticed that there are men who are always telling you about their plans, but never actually achieving anything? They are living with “slack hands” according to Solomon, and need to strengthen their hands for the work and get them dirty working hard, for hard work is the path to blessing, and those who will not work, ought not to be given food by others. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:7-13, 2 Peter 1:5-10. 

When it is time to harvest, no matter how the farmer is feeling, or what pleasant activities he may want to do, he gets up, gets his tools, and heads out the door, and reaps his crop. The farmer who does not have this self discipline will not reap the rewards of his earlier labour and his crop will rot in the fields. To sleep through the time of harvest is to bring the shame of starvation upon the family. It is a terrible thing when the laziness or alcoholism of a husband and father destroys the life and prosperity of a family. 

That is the picture of the lazy man here; he is a drinker who has a hang over and doesn’t have the energy to head out and reap his own fields, but sleeps off his alcohol through the day when he ought to be working. Isaiah draws this picture more fully, and it is an awful one and it leads to a nation’s judgement. Isaiah 28:1-12. Read these verses and note that even here there is hope if the men hear the Word of God and repent. Isaiah 55:6-11. It is the reception of doctrine alone that will bring hope into the lives of men. 

Blessings come to the life and families of those who are just and righteous. It may take time, but there is earthly blessing for those who follow the Lord’s paths. This blessing is not necessarily material and financial, but it may be. The real blessing in view here by Solomon is spiritual and family based. It is the blessing of soul joy in the lives of all who fellowship with the righteous man, and within his own soul and family life. 

When we speak as God’s people we will speak words that bless and uplift, but when the evil man speaks, he will speak words of violence and hatred, and those terrible emotions will come back to slap him in the mouth. “From the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks”. Matthew 12:34. Jesus then notes that it is by our words that we are justified or condemned. Matthew 12:34-37. Our words ought always to be “seasoned with spiritual salt”. Romans 10:9-10, Ephesians 4:29, James 3:1-13. The witness of our lips ought always to be wisdom and righteousness, so that people are drawn to the fruit of our lips, and there they get a taste of the wisdom of our Lord. 

In life the righteous man is a blessing and a source of good words, and in death their memory is sweet to all who knew them. The body rots away for the godless and the righteous, but the memory of the righteous man brings blessing as things are recalled and savoured of their words, even many years later. I was reflecting in a time of a serious flu type illness a fortnight ago on this fact. I was unable to work and simply rested through nine days of fever and distress. Through that time I just reread Dr J Vernon McGee’s Commentary on the Bible from his “Thru the Bible Radio” broadcasts. As I read his words there on the page I heard his voice again in my mind and rejoiced and praised God for the great joy that man brought into my life in the 1970s when I would listen to him. 

As I thanked God for that godly man I fulfilled this verse before us; his very memory is a blessing and his words live on and bless a new generation over twenty years after his death. The name of the godless however is forgotten, for their deeds are not worthy of recall. I visit the grave of my godly parents in law at times and give thanks for their witness. They are surrounded by many graves of both believers and unbelievers, and the unbelievers graves are interesting, for even the grand and expensive ones are derelict now, for their families have moved on and the evil people are now forgotten. Truly the name of the wicked rots with their body! Psalms 9:5-6, 109:13-15, Ecclesiastes 8:10. 

Wise men and women are teachable; they can receive instruction without offence being received or given. Psalms 119:33-35, Ecclesiastes 10:12. The mark of wisdom is teachability, and the mark of a fool is their refusal to receive correction. No matter what age we get to in this life there will always be things to learn and receive from the Lord. A spirit of openness to learning from godly people is always a fruit of the Holy Spirit’s presence in a heart. 

A fool is shown by the fruit of his mouth. The ancient Greeks had a saying, “Speak friend, that I might know you”. In this they spoke of the guide to discover whether wisdom existed in the life of the person being examined, for as they spoke their true state of mind became clear for all to see. Total ruin is the lot of the foolish man, for by refusing good counsel they plunge from disaster to disaster. There is no hope for the person who refuses to listen to good counsel. The person who thinks they “know it all” will eventually make the final disastrous mistake and lose all their good luck has built up. 

To walk in “innocence” (verse nine) is to walk without malice and guile. To be innocent of evil as we walk through this life is to be pure of motive and honest in our dealings with others. Such a person is able to walk securely through the world of commerce and politics for they do not make enemies by their evil deeds. They can walk with confidence for they walk with God’s Character as their guide and the Lord as their mentor. Psalms 25:21. Truly integrity and righteousness preserve us in this dangerous world! 

Let us be reminded of the truth about the nature of this world; it is an unsafe place for those who do not walk with God. This world is the battlefield of the ANGELIC CONFLICT.  The honest person walks and lives in the light of day; they are open to scrutiny and pleased that others check out their lives, for they have nothing to hide. The evil man however walks in the darkness of secret places, but his paths are known by God and eventually by all men. 1 Corinthians 4:5.

Verses 10 – 13.    “10 He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool shall fall.

11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.

12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.

13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding.”
We “wink” at people in playful ways, but that is not the thought behind these verses. The “winking” here is the malicious looks of people through narrowed eyes towards their intended victims. Such behaviours produces sorrow for the hearts of all involved. There is trouble for all involved where malice creates plots and plans to abuse others. The abuser and the abused are both hurt by the process. The abuser often believes they have succeeded, but any apparent success is short lived. The “evil eye” will rot the soul of the evil man and he will unravel over time. These people speak great swelling words of pride, but their words will come back to haunt them. 2 Peter 2:18, Jude 16. 

The results of our words in our own life and the lives of others are a good test to their origin. The words of righteous people will bring health and blessing, but the words of the unrighteous will bring cursing to others and the speaker. Righteous people are a “well of life giving water” to all they meet, but evil people are poison. Psalms 37:27-34, Ephesians 4:29. Evil people cover their malice by fine words, but there is violence in their lips and words. This thin veil of pleasantness is soon knocked away by time, and the evil man is shown for what he truly is. 

Hatred will stir up more evils, but the words of the righteous will bring peace and calm into difficult situations. Psalms 107:41-42, Ecclesiastes 10:12-14. By our words we are known. We are either the slaves of sin or the servants of God. The paradox of this life is that true freedom only comes by having the right master!  There is true freedom only as a servant of God, for there we are free from the slavery to anger, hatred, and all other manner of evils. John 8:32-36. 

Hatred is the fruit of an uncontrolled Old Sin Nature. It destroys the peace of the person involved and then overflows to the lives of all who the evil person meets. This principle of “overflow” is described by Jesus in Matthew 12:34, Luke 6:45. From the abundance of evil more evil flows outwards to pollute all around the person, but from the abundance of wisdom and the fruit of the Spirit, good things flow outwards to bless others and refresh them. 1 Corinthians 16:18, 2 Corinthians 7:13, 2 Timothy 1:16. 

Love expressed into godly actions covers a multitude of sins. James 5:19-20, 1 Peter 4:8.  The wise person learns because they love the Lord and that love overflows into hunger for the truths of God’s Word and will for their life. There is no real effort to learn more of a loved one; it is a joy to learn more about the character and plans of the one you love. So it is with the wise person in relation to the character and plan of God. On their lips wisdom is found and they never need any correction, but the fool will do things that bring disgrace and a beating will be eventually dished out to all who do foolish things. The “rod” of discipline will be applied by authorities to the backs of fools eventually. They receive the punishment of a slave, because they are a slave to their emotions, rather than the servants of God. Psalms 32:8-11.

Verses 14 – 19.  “14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

15 The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty.

16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.

17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.

18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool.

19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise.”

These verses examine further “Cause and Effect” principles associated with the acceptance and application of wisdom, and also its rejection. Wise people take wisdom seriously and store up all the knowledge of God that they can gain through study and application. The wise person is always close to the Word of God, but the fool is always close to disaster! What do you delight in believer? If we delight in the wisdom of the Lord we will have fragrant lives that bring blessing to others, but if we delight in evil we will be delivered disaster!

A wise rich man builds his house into a fortress and keeps himself safe within strong walls. So many rich men show their shallow natures by buying more and more “toys” to play with, but the wise rich man builds a secure place for himself and his trading empire to operate from. The wise man sees that the most important thing is security and ensures he “keeps” his house intact from evil men. As Jesus will later say, the strong man armed keeps his palace. Luke 11:21. 

The wise man uses his wealth to create independence in his business and stability in his capitalization. Foolish men keep purchasing on credit and expanding their empires to the point where the entire house of cards falls down. Psalms 52:7-8. The wise man repays his debts quickly and builds upon capital he can control. The poor man is caught by not being able to exercise independence in this way. He is at the mercy of others who have the capital. 

The labour, or hard work, of the righteous man will always be rewarded by the Lord in time and eternity. The nature of the reward is in God’s hands, but the righteous man and woman relax in God’s hands knowing that their work will never be wasted in the Lord’s service. Righteous work is life giving work, but evil works are always judged. Sin is added to sin by those who walk the path of evil, and the result is that Satan will pay them their wages in full one terrible day.  “The wages of sin is death!”  Romans 6:23.  To follow after wisdom and feed daily upon doctrinal truth is to walk the paths of life, but to walk the paths of evil is to walk with death.  Matthew 7:24-26, John 6:27, 1 Corinthians 15:55-58, Hebrews 2:1-4.

To refuse correction guarantees that you will make errors and fail later. No matter what the venture, it can always be improved or strengthened by good counsel. Those who through narcissism refuse correction open the doors to disaster. This principle is so important that it is repeated constantly throughout Proverbs and scripture generally.  Being straight forward in your dealings with others is a sign of a God anointed life. Jesus said, “let your yes be yes, and your no be no”. Matthew 5:37, James 5:12. What we say we ought to mean and what we mean we ought to say. God’s purpose is that we might be blessed in spirit and in truth. We will be blessed if we serve the Lord in truth and walk in and stand for truth. 

To hide hatred is to rot the heart out from within, and to spread slanderous things about others is to show your self a fool indeed. To think, plan, or spread evil is to partake of evil. There is no benefit in spreading evil about others. This does not mean that we do not expose evil dealings, for we must do so to protect others at times. This rebuke is always to be public and open, never by stealth and gossip. If a person is dangerous they are to be publicly rebuked, but slander and gossip is to be beneath the child of God. Ephesians 5:11, 2 Timothy 4:2, Titus 1:13, 2:15.

My late father in law had an old Irish saying that sums up verse nineteen. He would express it this way; “The more you say the less the better”. It is one of those wonderful sayings that expresses the truth that the more a man speaks the more likely it is that he will demonstrate his foolishness at some point., and it would be best to stop right now. The person who is wise says little unless they have something powerful to communicate, and even then they are guarded with their words, and direct and honest in their meaning. The old law of communication expressed it well; “Keep it Simple Stupid!” (KISS).  

There are times to sit back and really hear what is being said rather than making any observation at all. If we hear what is being said and make sure we really understand it we will often learn more than in any other way. It is truly hearing our spouse’s that makes marriages work well. A major study of marriage proved beyond all doubts that the most important thing for marriage partners is feeling that their partner hears and understands them truly. To truly hear another is to treat them as valuable, and this shows wisdom. It is not in our speaking, but in our silences that Solomon believes we build and demonstrate our character. James 3:2ff.

Verses 20 – 26.  “20 The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth.

21 The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom.

22 The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.

23 It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of understanding hath wisdom.

24 The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be granted.

25 As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation.

26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him.”
Real value is seen in wise words, and the tongue that speaks good counsel is worth more than silver. To hear the words of a wise woman or man is a joy to the soul and it is strength to the bones and the business. The wicked person however is of little real worth, no matter what their words say. Over time the true value of men’s deeds emerge and the real content of their hearts is revealed for all to see. To have wisdom is to understand the value of giving away knowledge to others. No person ever lost out by giving away all they learned to others, for by blessing others with wisdom, it grows. Only the arrogant person holds onto their knowledge and fears its spread to others, and such arrogance is normally misplaced! 1 Timothy 4:7-12, 2 Timothy 4:1-5.  By spreading blessing through the teaching of Bible doctrine we build blessing for ourselves later, but fools perish for lack of wisdom. What we sit upon we will lose, for it is in teaching truth that truth is fully and finally applied, and only then does its blessing fully flow back to the person who has passed it on.

 When the Lord blesses us with any gift or material blessing there is never any sorrow in its tail. Often the world brings what they call “blessing”, but it is a scorpion with poison in its tail. I have seen godless people “blessed” by inheritances or lottery winnings, but within a few years they have lost their money and are in a worse state than they were before they “got lucky”. There is no such thing as “luck” without a terrible cost to pay. 

When the Lord blesses us we are truly and fully blessed, be it materially or spiritually. Paul was able to affirm this truth late in his life to the church at Philippi. Philippians 4:11-13. He could look back over many years walking with the Lord and rejoice in the Lord’s provision for him and see that he never had any need that the Lord did not meet and bless abundantly. Read through his testimony in 2 Corinthians 11:23-31, and see how much he suffered, and yet he later writes these words to the Philippians. He had learned that the Lord was able to keep him in all situations. 

Foolish people look upon sinful behaviours as sport. I have worked with men and women who considered their fornication and adultery a sport. They “kept the score” on their adultery and marked each sexual partner and boasted of their exploits. Such evil people will be undone in the end, and the man and woman of wisdom stays well away from such people and their activities. There are places we do not go and people with whom we do not fellowship if we are wise. 

Wise people walk in the Lord through FAITH and they have confidence as they walk but the evil people fall into the very things they fear. What we fear tells us a great deal about our character and our life interests and plans. The evil people fear that their own behaviours may come back to bite them and they normally do! Solomon looks out at his life and sees that this is indeed the case; the evil and foolish people reap their own crop of deceit and disaster. What they have done to others comes back and settles upon them. The righteous however receive not their fears but their desires. 

Let us be reflective over this matter. What are our deepest desires? Do we seek the Lord’s will for our life and the blessing associated with His will only? It is the desires of the heart that are the indications of our true value system. What we seek is what we value. Wise people value good things and labour hard to achieve things of value, but the fool is lazy and wastes time and materials. Those who trust their work to lazy people will have endless frustration and annoyance, for they will always make excuses as to why they cannot perform their assigned tasks. Lazy people (fools in Solomon’s language) will promise to do things but will always have reasons why they never get around to it. 

Solomon cuts through this with the proverb in verse 26. To some commentators the proverb here is “out of place”, but as we see above it fits in the “stream of consciousness” way this chapter is put together. These “fools” set your teeth on edge like vinegar, and they are like “smoke in the eyes”, an irritant, for they never do the things they promise. These are men without character, and they lack the character because they have lacked the hunger for wisdom from the beginning. The little choices to ignore Bible doctrine and the little failures to follow through and apply God’s Word leads to a person later who cannot be trusted to do what they promise.   

Verses 27 – 32.  “27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.

28 The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish.

29 The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.

30 The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.

31 The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be cut out.”

32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness.”
In stark contrast to the fool who cannot be trusted and the other evil types of people who do awful things, the wise person is one who lives well and long. That is, they live for the full time the Lord wants them upon the earth. When we speak of the Lord “prolonging days”, we see that Solomon means the person lives a full and fruitful life. The great sadness I have as I read this is that Solomon himself failed to enjoy this blessing because of his sinful life style later in his life and so he died relatively young at around sixty years of age.  His wickedness with the many women he loved shortened his days and destroyed his kingdom. 1 Kings 11:1-10.  

The length of life is different, but also the quality of life is different between the godly and the unrighteous. The expectation for the mature believer is always that the Lord will bless with more joy. Under great pressures myself through the last four years, I look back and see nothing but the expectation of joy, and also I see many times of rejoicing in the midst of the pressures. As believers who value and feed upon Bible doctrine we are always looking forward and are expectantly longing for the blessings that the Lord gives. Psalms 16:8-9. All the unbeliever, or foolish believer without doctrine in their soul can look forward to is their next fear manifesting itself.

The Lord’s way for us to walk through this life will build strength of character and strength of body. If a person is not physically, mentally, and spiritually becoming stronger, then what they are learning is not Bible doctrine! God’s Word always builds strength, which is why the writer to the Hebrews urges the readers to strengthen their weak knees and stand in the doctrines he has taught them. God’s Word empowers, it is the enemy who disempowers!  Whenever people are being controlled and disempowered what you are looking at is a satanic deception, not a genuine Christian religion. Refer to the BTB studies on SATAN’S COUNTERFEITS, RELIGION. The sign of a cult is always mind control and disempowerment of the people involved. If a religion does not set a person free, then it is not Biblical Christianity! John 8:32-36. Whatever destroys the soul of a person is not biblical Christianity, for it is the hallmark of Satan which is the destruction of the personality. God builds up; and there is no destruction of personality with the Lord, rather we become the people we were designed to be. He does not cast us down, except in order to lift us up higher. 1 Peter 5:5-9.

Even though the evil people upon the earth may succeed for a time, they will not win long term. All the evil ones who choose to follow after Satan will be cast from the earth. Their destiny is to join Satan forever; their choice to follow him will be eternal unless they reverse it before their death. Revelation 20:10-15. The wicked will not inhabit the earth in the end. Wickedness will be dealt with by God, but the judgement is simply “not yet”. The presence of evil in the world is used for an argument against God, but it is a strong argument for the grace and love of God. He has not YET judged those who deserve it, but He will, in His time and His way. 

The wise and godly person is always speaking good and useful things, and even into eternity that will be true, but the wagging tongue of the evil ones will be silenced by the end of time. The phrase from Matthew seven, “by their fruits you will know them” applies to both the good and the evil person. The very wagging evil tongue of the person who has chosen to follow after Satan will be silenced and they will be eliminated in the end. Those who have selected Satan as their company for eternity and mocked God and the godly will get their wish for eternity! Refer to the BTB study on GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT. The lies and falsehoods of the godless and the hypocrites will all be seen for what they are in the light of God’s presence, and we can wait until then to see judgement fully and finally done. 

Following the theme of honesty in life and lips the proverbs flow to examine two further indicators of evil choices; in effect these are two “fruits of evil”. The first in verse 32 is the lying lips of the godless person. When godly (or righteous) people speak, their lips speak words of comfort and doctrine. If we love the Lord we love to speak often of Him and speak often about Him. By our lips we proclaim the love of God for us and the joy we have in that love. The evil ones however must speak lies, for their lives are built upon the satanic lies he has told them. They have a choice until the day death takes them; to bow before the Lord and accept the truth, or to continue in their evil ways and follow the enemy of man to the Lake of Fire. Satan’s malice is seen best in this, for he hates mankind and he desires to have as many as he can join him in the Lake of Fire. It is sheer malice that drives him, and sadly sheer malice often will drive those who fellowship too closely with him.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Rejoice in the Lord believer, for in praise and worship you express your confident hope in the future of your life in time and eternity. Rejoicing is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Make a habit of enjoying spiritual fruit every day and sharing this life fruit with your friends. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is made to be shared.

2.
Laziness is a curse to believer and unbeliever alike; it is a time robber and a cause for disasters to come over time. There is no excuse for laziness. Each and every person is called to break through the barrier of lethargy and work hard for their daily bread. We are not to encourage lazy people with handouts, but with rebuke and challenge.

3.
Teachability is a sign of a Holy Spirit filled person. Every child of God is always ready to be corrected by their heavenly father through the ministries of the Holy Spirit. Anyone who is unteachable is not walking in the Spirit. Let us challenge ourselves about our openness to correction, and our readiness to make changes in our life and work. 

4.
Evil people will be judged by the Lord, and we can leave their cases in the Lord’s hands for righteous and just judgement. Our job is to preach the Gospel to them, not worry about their choices or the Lord’s final dealing with them. We are in the Lord’s hands and each person makes their own call on their destiny. Our task is to walk humbly before our God and leave the choices of men with them, and having given them the truth we leave them without excuse.
