CHAPTER 11

INTRODUCTION
This chapter continues the proverbial sayings of the last, moving into the business and social worlds. Solomon has reflected long about the different destinies of the righteous and the unjust or evil man. He sees that over time they end up totally different in their lives and in their reputations. Some of these proverbial sayings may date from later in his life and may even be from the time when he writes Ecclesiastes. There were echoes of that book’s conclusions in some sayings of the last chapter also. 

The similarities may also have another explanation. Because the final form of the book of Proverbs comes from a much later date (probably the days of Ezra) it may be that the original order of writing may be lost. The editor of this book may have mixed proverbs together from all the days of Solomon, and this may be a clue that Solomon was writing two types of proverbial sayings as he went through his life. The first type, the more positive and teaching sayings, dominate the early years of his life and form the basis for this book before us. Even in these early days some more cynical sayings pop up, but what I call the “positive wisdom” sayings dominate in the first twenty years of his reign.

The second type is the more jaded, even cynical proverbial sayings, and they begin to dominate later in his life, and they form the basis for the book of Ecclesiastes. That book has a different feel altogether to the book of Proverbs. Positive proverbial sayings probably still flow from Solomon’s lips into his last years, but they are blighted by the frustrations associated with his own poor life choices. While Proverbs has the Editor’s stamp upon it, the book of Ecclesiastes reads as if it comes directly from the jaded and sad heart of the older Solomon, and I believe that is exactly what we have there. 

In Solomon’s own day it may be that his court simply “published” annual manuscripts of his wisdom as the proverbs poured out from his lips, and were quickly recorded by his scribes. Books of proverbial sayings were common in the ancient world. It is from these, sadly now lost books, that Ezra or one of the prophets of his day, edit the book before us into its final form. All this is supposition however, and I am happy to stand corrected in heaven by the author and/or the editor(s).
PROVERBS 11:1-31

1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight. 2 When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is wisdom. 3 The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them. 4 Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death. 5 The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. 6 The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness. 7 When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth. 8 The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead. 9 An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered. 10 When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting. 11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 12 He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth his peace. 13 A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter. 14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 15 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure. 16 A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain riches. 17 The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh. 18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward. 19 As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death. 20 They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight. 21 Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered. 22 As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion. 23 The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath. 24 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 25 The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. 26 He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it. 27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him. 28 He that trusteth in his riches shall fall; but the righteous shall flourish as a branch. 29 He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart. 30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise. 31 Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 5.  “1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.

2 When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is wisdom.

3 The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.

4 Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.

5 The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness.”
God cares about honesty in the business world. Deuteronomy 25:13-16. Honesty and integrity are the foundation of business ethics, and national prosperity. Corruption amongst government or business will destroy the prosperity of the economy of any nation. The more corrupt business is, the less prosperous the economy of that nation will be. 

Examine history and see this principle working out through time. It is arrogance/pride that is at the heart of all dishonesty. When men or women start to believe all the great things that others say about them they are in danger of this fatal error. When men start to believe their own publicity machines they are a hairs breadth from disaster. 

An old friend of mine has sadly just fallen badly in this very area in recent days. He always had a fatal flaw of narcissism, and believed he was special and entitled to special treatment and special perks in each job area he moved into. He was however honoured in many areas for his hard work, and he did work very hard, but he grew in pride in proportion to growing in reputation. His fall has been catastrophic and shameful to himself and his family. It is a simple working out of the principle of verse two here before us. Many politicians and business people have fallen in this way through recent years in many nations.

Verse three covers a principle of behaviour that has only been fully understood in recent years through study of the “Fight-Flight” area of the brain. When we are under pressure we need to draw upon our instinctive values and foundational behaviours. In such times we will respond instinctively and sub-consciously and do what is the most “natural thing” for us to do. 

When we face pressure our minds are designed to go to their oldest and most foundational programs to guide us through sub-consciously. What we have laid up over years will then guide us in all things. If we have made a strong habit of integrity and honesty, then we will respond in those terms to the crisis we face, but if we have laid down for years a habit of lies and deceit, then a lie will slip from the tongue faster than lighting, even if it is counter-productive. 

I have seen both men and women lie in situations when the truth would have served them better, but their base line habit was deceit, and so they lied without thinking. Their habit of deceit and perverseness destroyed them in the end. It is often when the crisis comes that these things emerge. The clever liar has hidden their deceit for years, and often people are baffled by their apparently bizarre behaviour in the crisis, but it was simply their base habits emerging from underneath the cover of their hypocrisy. Crises strip away hypocrisy frighteningly fast! Psalms 25:20-22, 26:1-4.

Wealth may buy us weapons, but it cannot buy us the ability to use them, nor the strategic mind to fight well the battles we may face. Verse four identifies the limitations of wealth in the military and business crisis area. The stream of thought in this chapter is “facing crises”. It is a crisis that opens up the character of every person and through each crisis we can see deep into their value system and behavioural repertoire. What is in the heart then truly emerges quickly. 

When a sudden calamity strikes, the man who is righteous can draw upon his relationship with God and walk in safety through the battle or crisis, but the man with wealth alone is now simply a moving target. Wealth does not gain any man anything in a crisis, for wealth is simply “booty” to the attacker, be they a business rival, robber, or enemy soldier. Isaiah 10:1-4, Ezekiel 7:16-19, Zephaniah 1:14-18.

Verse five covers a situation I see almost weekly in my work. There is a sense of psychological security in a crisis that a righteous person may feel within, for they know that the crisis they face is in no way judgement upon them. They are able to face the crisis squarely and intelligently for they are not disabled by any false or true guilt. Guilt compounds a crisis for an unjust person. Even if their guilt is “false” in this situation they are still disabled by it. 

Many people I work with clinically in my practise face crises, and those who carry great burdens of guilt from their past evils do not face the crises well at all. They feel that the crisis is their fault, and in some way a judgement for their sins. It may be at times (true guilt), but mostly it is not (false guilt), but their fears and guilt mix to disable them. Their past evils make them unable to intelligently respond to the crisis in a way that would help them to survive, and often they compound their situation by further self defeating behaviours.  

Just yesterday a man kept saying, after unloading each disastrous thing he had done to create his crisis, “but wait, there is more!” He had compounded a disaster by his poor decision making. Guilt disables thinking! By a person’s own wickedness they fall.

Verses 6 – 10.   “6 The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness.

7 When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth.

8 The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.

9 An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.

10 When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting.”

Honesty saves people in business, marriages and politics, but dishonesty and evil behaviours unhinge them eventually if they practise them habitually. We are delivered by our integrity in most situations, because others can depend upon our judgement and behaviour. When the only thing you can depend upon is that you cannot depend upon a person, then that person is going to be unhinged by their own character in a crisis situation. Evil has a habit of biting its servants firmly in the behind! When we do not have to remember the lies we have told we can relax and advance into all situations with openness and transparency, but if we lie and cheat, the consequences of those evils will eventually roll over us and destroy what the evil plots and plans have built.

Wicked people make their plots and plans, but they all end with their deaths. Their good hopes are finished with their deaths. Their evil plans only advance as their determination drives them forward, but when they slacken for a second, other evil people will always overwhelm them. Satan’s “team” does not have any team work at all! Evil people turn on each other even more often than they turn on good people. All their strength in time is nothing when they face death. They go to the grave having lost everything they have plotted and schemed for; it is total loss for the unbeliever. Luke 16:19-31. 

All their plans will come to nothing in the grave, and that for them is the end, whereas the believer has hope that goes well beyond the grave; in fact it does not even go into the grave, for we leave this life and enter the arms of Jesus. Like Stephen of old, we go directly into the arms of the Lord. “Absent from the body and face to face with the Lord”. This is our destiny as believers in the Lord. Acts 7:55-60, 1 Corinthians 13:12, 2 Corinthians 5:6-9. Refer to the BTB study on DEATH, DYING GRACE, and DESTINY OF BELIEVERS.

Verse eight sums up an interesting fact that I have seen operate, just as Solomon had clearly seen it operate. Evil unbelievers will often become the “lightning conductors” for believers in situations where they try to destroy them. There are two principles that operate in situations where believers are closely associated with an unbeliever. The first is a principle of “blessing by association” for the unbeliever, who will be blessed through their association with the mature or growing believer. When an unbeliever is associated with a believer in business and behaves with integrity they will be blessed by the Lord for assisting His Child. 

The opposite principle is mentioned here by Solomon. When an unbeliever actively tries to deceive, distract, or destroy a mature believer who is determined to advance spiritually forward, then the judgement will fall upon the unbeliever. In old English this was referred to as, “being hoist by ones own petard”. It means that the person who tries to create disaster for the innocent has that very disaster fall upon them. They fly flags indicating that another person is evil, but they speak of themselves and get hung by their own flag hoist.

 I have seen this in my own ministry through the years. I was seriously attacked many years ago by two men in separate occasions; both of whom started evil and false sexual rumours about me. My wife and I discussed and prayed about these things, and decided in each case to trust the Lord for vindication and leave our case with Him. We bluntly denied the false rumours when anyone raised them directly, and gave evidence to the person who asked that the accusations were false, but we decided not to react to the “rumour mill” these men had started.  

The Lord dealt with each man. Both men had in fact accused me of the very sins they were guilty of (and this is the most common form of false accusation – it normally tells you what the gossip’s sin is), and so by leaving my case in the Lord’s hands, rather than the public courts, the Lord did a total demolition job on both men. The first was exposed in multiple adultery within five years of attacking me and died of cancer shortly afterwards. 

The second man had seven years grace before the axe of the Lord fell on him. Two women he had sexually abused approached me at that seven year point and asked for help to stop him from abusing other vulnerable young women. The Lord enabled me to close this man’s “ministry” down and so protect others from his evils. Both men were “hoist by their own petard”; both became the lightning conductors for the judgement they tried to falsely bring upon me. Always depend on the Lord to vindicate you pastor, for he does such a better job than any court of man can do!

Verse nine addresses the hardest opponent every pastor faces; and that is the hypocrite, who may deceive you into thinking they are your best friend and staunchest ally, until they are exposed. False accusations secretly made can bring down the greatest leaders, and has done so through history. Gossip is Satan’s main tool, and he doesn’t let the truth get in the way of his stories! 

As noted above, a faithful pastor needs to always expect attacks from evil gossip merchants. Wicked people dream up lies to spread about good people, and will lie in court to achieve the destruction of their neighbours. They may do it for sheer malice, revenge, or for financial gain, but in court cases you can expect people to lie under oath! A godless person will lie holding the Bible in their hand! Do not be surprised at this, for if an evil person hates God, why should they take holding the Bible seriously? I have to warn good men and women often in court case to be ready for the lies they will hear delivered under oath. It is by knowledge that we are protected from such people. 

If we really know the evil of man, and know the plans and plots of the enemy, we are ready for them, and are ready to develop strategies that will keep us safe. Let us be as wise as serpents, and as harmless as doves! Matthew 10:16. Through the understanding gained by Bible doctrine believers ought to be “street smart”, not stupid regarding the evils of the fallen men who surround us. Believers with doctrine in their spirit are not naïve.  In this fallen world we cannot afford to be naïve! Refer to the BTB studies on WORLD, WORLDLINESS. 

Even though the evil people think they are popular, they are not really. People secretly despise crooked business people, and they fear and loath dishonest dealings. People tend to rejoice when they see genuinely good people do well and they cheer when evil men fall. We are deeply wired by God at the core of our created being for a sense of justice and honesty, and even the honest unbeliever will tend to want to see justice done. Man is fallen, but the desire for justice remains a spark of the divine image that is left within all men and women. 

We can get the wrong impression of morality by some things that get reported in our newspaper gossip columns. The gossip columnists always delight in evil tidings, which they will often write up as “great news”, but the public do delight in justice and righteousness at the base line, and even those who delight in Hollywood’s evils, would not want their marriage partner to treat them in the way the celebrities have treated theirs. People want to be treated well by those they care about, and they desire honesty in their own dealings with others, even if they themselves are not honest! As evil men fall into trouble many rejoice in their fall, because they see that justice is done, and at a deep level all want that. Refer to the BTB study of REVELATION.

Verses 11 – 16.   “11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

12 He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth his peace.

13 A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.

14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.

15 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.

16 A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain riches.”

A maximum number of good and moral business people will build up an economy, but a significant number of evil and corrupt business people will destroy an economy. Each city was an economy in the ancient world, and what applied in the cities of the ancient world applies in the national economies of today’s world. Good economic progress will always be slowed in a nation by official corruption and dishonest business habits. In many countries business is only done by corrupt means. It is no accident that those countries are the ones needing food and other aid from the rest of the world. Corruption in business creates the collapse of any economy. 

The Biblical answer to these economies is to expose their corruption, and let them collapse totally. Sadly this means letting their people starve to a level where real change will be able to occur. Anything less than this will not produce change, except of the corrupt officials. There must be the imprisonment or execution of the thieves and the repatriation of the stolen aid money, or it will continue to be stolen.  Only the strongest measures will work against corruption in high places; and by that I mean the loss of all their money, and the loss of the lives of the guilty. All other measures is simply playing with the problem and enriching corrupt officials. 

Evil people despise wise ones and show their evil by their hatred of good people. Expect to be hated by evil people if you stand for righteousness. John 15:18-27. The Lord himself warns us of this hatred and those amongst us who are not prepared to face hatred have not studied the words of the Lord. This is indeed foolishness! When we face such expected hatred, as doctrine rich believers we “hold our peace”, for we know what is going on and we are not drawn into useless discussions or counter attacks. 

Our challenge is to pray for the Lord’s blessing upon our enemies. Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:28.  By this we mean to pray for the Holy Spirit to minister to them in power in accordance with John 16:8-11. By praying for blessing upon our enemies we pray that they might be saved and sanctified, or taken out of this world, and we leave the outcome with the Lord. We have peace of mind in such a prayer and we move on without distraction from, or debate with evil people.  James 3:1-6. 

Tale-bearers, or gossips, are a curse in any organisation or culture. Gossiping is totally condemned throughout scripture. Leviticus 19:16, Proverbs 18:8, 20:19, 26:20-22. If we have any concerns they are to be faced openly, or prayed through secretly, but never shared covertly!  Verse thirteen goes beyond gossiping, and covers the importance of being able to keep a confidence shared by another. 

At times we hear things that are meant to be, and are best to be kept secret. At times secrets must be kept or great harm will come to others. In the counselling room, as well at business meetings, we can hear secrets, and it is wrong to share them with anyone without their permission. We all have secrets at times and that is quite right and proper, for not all we know can be safely shared with all we meet. A person who has no secrets is either stupid or lives a very unimportant or dull life! 

People who do nothing of note have no secrets, but all who do great things have secrets that are essential to be kept so that their work may be done without their enemies discovering their plans. In our ministry we have many secrets, and they will be kept by those who “need to know” them. They relate to our work in places where publicity would enable Satan’s people to destroy our work or harm our friends. Mature, godly, and doctrinally wise people keep secrets; they have control over their tongue. James 4:1ff.

Verse fourteen sums up two vital principles for all organisations and individuals. Without a clear plan forward both people and organisations will fail. We are purpose driven people, and without a clear set of objectives and a clear plan to achieve that purpose, we will always get frustrated and lose momentum. People without purpose are easily destroyed by the slightest opposition, but people with a clear sense of purpose and direction, and with a plan to reach their objectives, are very hard to stop. 

If we are going to do something for the Lord that He has called us to, let us ensure we have a clear purpose, plan and focus, and then let us go for it. To achieve this we need good and godly counsel from God’s called man or woman. This is the second principle here. The second half of the verse is equally powerful and significant for all groups today. We need good counsel to keep safe in our decision making and we need open and frank discussion, with heat at times, if necessary. The early church had heated discussions, but they came to consensus by means of debate. Acts 15:1ff. 

The plural here may be what the Hebrews called the “plural of magnitude”. It may not refer to the number of counsellors, but to their quality. It is the best advice we need, not many voices stating nonsense or inferior advice. The multitude of stupid advisors protects and guides no-one, except towards disaster. But in the greatness of the counsellor there is safety. We need to search for the best advice, and that will not normally be the majority voice! 

Through history most scientists have been wrong at any set time! Remember, God’s genuine prophets were always outnumbered by the multitude of false prophets. I will differ with most of the commentators here then in this verse and argue that the plural here is the “plural of magnitude”, and the last half of verse 14 should be translated, “In the greatness of the counsellor there is safety”.

Having dealt with many evil people who set out to hurt others Solomon turns to those who seek to bless others and makes comments upon them and their legacy amongst their fellows. The legacy of evil people is emptiness and painful memory, but the memory of those who have done good upon the earth is sweet and lovely.  There are dangers however in trying to do good for others, and the first danger is financial and psychological. 

Verse fifteen begins by warning against being surety for any loan taken by another person. Securing a loan for another person is always a way to obtain an ulcer and lose a good friend or relative. There is nothing but worry in such a transaction, because a person who needs another to go surety for them is clearly either a lazy or unstable person. Why do I say this? If a person is energetic and stable in their work habits they will always make money and they will keep it. If they neither make it nor keep it they have a character/behavioural problem that receiving more money will not fix. 

To run or establish a business requires incredible self control and self discipline. I will be getting up at 5am tomorrow to ensure that I have enough time to achieve my goals, and one of those is to do my financial accounts for the Tax man. I see many people who have failed to do this and the tax man doesn’t have much patience or forgiveness! Many people believe sincerely that they just “need a good break” to get ahead, but they are sincerely wrong! What they need is hard work, and severe self discipline. They will learn these things best by slaving away, working for others to prove their character and build the self discipline needed to work for them selves. 

To loan money to a person who cannot prove to a bank that they are worthy business people is always fraught with pain and distress for the foolish person who loans the money or guarantees that loan. In the last week I have seen a father lose a quarter of a million dollars to his stupid son, who he bankrolled into a business that he was not fit to run. Solomon’s advice is not to help people financially unless you are a bank or make it a gift!  Even then you will tend to lose their friendship, for people who have had to depend upon others for financial support cannot normally look them in the eye again. If you want a quiet, pleasant, and safe life, don’t be surety for other people’s loans!

Verse sixteen reminds us that the most important thing about our lives is our character. If we retain our good character then even under attacks from evil gossips we will retain our honour and reputation. A strong and stable woman guards her honour and moral reputation. She sees that in all she does none can have cause to raise any questions about her moral character.  A wise woman is careful of her reputation. Let us be even in our comments here, and note that a wise man is also careful of his reputation and does nothing to start gossip, or open himself to false accusations of immorality. 

I have learned to take extra-ordinary care in this area when I travel to speak in other places. I do not go to have dinner alone in any public place where I might be approached by any woman. I do not have any meetings with any woman alone. Many people think I go too far, and some business women have been offended at me, but I have kept myself safe by this protocol. In earlier days I was not as careful and nearly came into great trouble as a result, and so I seriously developed these protocols with my wife to ensure we were both safe from any temptations or gossip. 

Let us learn from Solomon and be safe from temptation or allegations. An old friend has just been caught by what is called in business and espionage, the “honey trap”. He was seduced into a relationship with a woman who sought to bring him down, and she succeeded because he was not careful of his reputation and had no protocols in place to keep his honour intact. He had mocked my protocols as “too tight and prudish”, but has been publicly disgraced by recent events.

Verses 17 – 21.   “17 The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh.

18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward.

19 As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death.

20 They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight.

21 Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered.”

The “merciful man” may be translated a little wider in its meaning and encompass all activities that are good to others. We would say today, “the man who thinks of others first” does good to his own soul. The dying word of the founder-leader of the Salvation Army, General William Booth, was, “others”. To think of the good we can do to others rather than being solely self centred shows a biblical wisdom that is according to the character of Jesus. Psalms 41:1-4, 112:4-9, Matthew 5:7, 6:14-15, 25:34-40. A mental attitude of giving is a biblical mental attitude. 2 Corinthians 9:6-14. 

The contrast is then drawn. Those who are cruel and violent towards others will trouble and harm their own bodies. It is interesting that the field of health psychology has identified that anger expressed in violence, unless for successful and necessary self defence, always leads to bodily disease and physical and/or mental disorder. We hurt our own body by misplaced rage and violent anger. If we sow righteousness in our life and work however, we build health and will receive certain eternal reward. Refer to the BTB studies, CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL LIFE, ETERNAL SECURITY, REWARDS AND CROWNS.

Godless and evil people acquire gain, but the gains they make are deceptive. The rewards of the Devil are nearly always with a hook in them, and the fool who takes his pay is led by the nose or the throat to their death later. The Devil is not straight in his dealings, for he is a liar and a murderer from the beginning. John 8:44. He certainly pays his people and they get great wealth and power at times, but there is always a twist in their fate in the end. 

Satan’s most recent fore-runner for the Anti-Christ was probably Adolf Hitler, and he was given extra-ordinary power, and he could have conquered the western world, but the satanic twist he received from his master was megalomania, and the result was he made the wrong decisions in strategic thinking again and again, and so Germany lost. The allies in World War Two never tried to kill Hitler, for Churchill especially realised early that he was their best asset. 

Satan has had a number of “dry runs” at the Anti-Christ, to ready himself for the final one, and he has used and abused each of them to their death and the associated death of millions. We must remember, Satan hates mankind, and so all he gives to his servants he gives deceptively. Refer to the BTB studies on SATAN, and his final leading servant the ANTI-CHRIST.

Verse nineteen teaches what the Calvinists would later call the “Perseverance of the True Saint”. The Bible certainly teaches us clearly that those whom the Father gives to the Son are safe indeed. Deuteronomy 33:27-29, John 6: 34-47, 8:30-36. We are secure in our POSITION IN CHRIST, but that ETERNAL SECURITY produces fruit in our life, and that fruit is a determined walk to keep on living in righteousness. The godly person keeps on walking with the Lord until their death and seeks to do righteousness until their death. Solomon himself will fall short on this count and die under divine discipline. Refer to the BTB studies on SPIRITUALITY-CARNALITY, and DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS. 

I expect to see Solomon in heaven, but with few eternal rewards, for he had his rewards on earth and abused the great wisdom he received in the end. He was still a believer, and while in early life a mentor for wisdom, became in later life a mentor for what to avoid. We are called to excel more than Solomon excelled by walking in the Spirit until the last day of our life. All of us can fall at any time like Solomon fell; all we need to do is fail to walk daily in the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit of God.

Verse twenty refers to the “Seven Deadly Sins”, most of which are mental attitude sins. God looks into the heart and seeks our obedient holiness there. God seeks a transparent honesty and holiness from the heart to the hands, and he hates all dishonesty, whether it is presently hidden from man’s sight or open for all to see. God sees the heart. 1 Chronicles 28:9, 2 Chronicles 11:16, Psalms 18:25-34, Luke 16:15, Acts 1:24, Hebrews 4:12. 

The biggest battle on this earth is the battle for people’s minds. Satan seeks to pervert the mind of all mankind, and the Lord seeks to challenge us to bring every thought into captivity to righteousness. Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 10:5. God delights in believers when they win the battle for the mind. Let us teach this principle to all of the Lord’s people, for to live in the place of God’s delight is a wonderful thing. In such a place we have peace within and blessing without.

Verse twenty one reminds us that the wicked will be punished for their sins, but we may wait for many years to see that occur, and their final fate may only occur at the Great White Throne judgement. We must relax in our mind about the justice of the Lord’s dealings with the unrighteous. They may enjoy far more joy and wealth than us in this life, but they will face the Lord’s justice. God’s character is at stake in this matter and His character will always be seen to be righteous and His justice will always be done. 

Solomon moves from concern about the righteous to concern about their children in the last half of this verse. Often the godly person is not concerned for their own survival, but they do seek assurance that their godly children will be alright after they have gone. As we get older in the Lord we are less concerned about our own ending and more concerned about our children and young students. Solomon encourages us all to remember that the same biblical, doctrinal principles that applied to us will apply to them.  As long as they walk the paths of righteousness they are under the protection and blessing of the Lord their God. 

Verses 22 – 31.   “22 As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion.

23 The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.

24 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.

25 The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.

26 He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it.

27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him.

28 He that trusteth in his riches shall fall; but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.

29 He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart.

30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

31 Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner.”
Solomon has a very funny picture to begin this section. A pig is an unclean animal to the Jewish and Moslem people and so to refer to a pig is to refer to a disgusting image. Solomon’s point is a strong one. A woman who makes herself beautiful by art and make up may feel she is wonderful but if she lacks biblical character she is just a decorated pig. Any person without wisdom and moral character is a disgusting creature. Men and women can also become “pigs” in their behaviours. 

The Lord told the parable of the prodigal son as another way of using this powerful picture of how low people can sink when they follow pleasure without morality. Luke 15:11-32. The good news of the story of the prodigal son is that the day comes when the man wakes up morally and realises that he is not a pig and does not want to keep living like one, and he returns to his father’s house. The parable is a story of hope; even people who resemble pigs may be saved and delivered, if they repent and return to their heavenly father. The Lord also identified that when people become like pigs, where everything is simply food for their lust based appetite, it is unwise to share anything precious with them. Jesus words are well known; “Do not cast your pearls before swine”. Matthew 7:6. 

We are morally known by what we habitually desire. The flow of consciousness from verse twenty-two is easy to see in this verse, as it flows from the image of the appetite of the pig and contrasts that to the desire of the righteous person. The pig and the pig-like person seek only lust based pleasures, but the desires of the righteous person are always for good things. Jesus would later say, “By their fruits you shall know them”. Matthew 7:20.  Our thoughts betray the conflict between the Old Sin Nature and the Holy Spirit within us. At times we feel very dark and stupid desires. Paul himself fought this daily battle for the mind and records it in Romans 7:13 – 8:2. 

Feeling occasional temptations (even very strong ones) from our OLD SIN NATURE to sin is not evidence that we are children of the Devil, it is evidence that we are engaged in the ANGELIC CONFLICT. We may fall into temptations at times, but we are not cast down, for the Spirit within us urges us back to God and doctrinal paths. Psalms 37:17-24, 145:14. Solomon’s point, and later the Lord’s in Matthew Seven, is that the repeated, and then habitual choices to follow after lusts will warp the soul and be evidence over time that you have indeed become a child of the enemy of man. 

The pig thinks like a pig and expects the rewards of their piggy lusts, but they are bound for bacon! Solomon makes the point, at the end of verse twenty-three, that the end of the pig is to become food for unclean people. In the human realm, the pig-like person becomes the canon fodder for the fallen angels; they become the play things of the very demons they follow after. A believer may sadly at times resemble a pig, but they will prove their real nature by turning from such things.

In verse twenty four Solomon speaks of a principle that unfolds from the contrasts between the righteous and the unrighteous above, but goes well beyond the points made to date. He reflects that over time the attitudes of the unrighteous person towards the things they possess eats away at them and actually inhibits their growth of wealth, whereas the righteous person’s attitude to things/wealth means they grow in wealth. A righteous person gives freely from what they have. They see all they own as simply “on loan” from the Lord, and as such to be used to bless others. They give freely of their time, their wealth, and their goods to help others. 

This attitude towards wealth means that they hold their wealth loosely and the Lord blesses them with more wealth. I heard an American Christian millionaire speak about this a number of years ago. He gives millions to missions annually and he expressed it this way. “I have learned over time that my job is to shovel out all that the Lord gives me to do good to others, and I have seen over time that the Lord always shovels wealth right back to me. Over time I have also seen that the Lord’s shovel is far bigger than mine”.  

What we are given by the Lord is never for self centred narcissistic enjoyment; it is always given to be used for the glory of God and the blessing of others. Satan’s people are, in contrast, known for their self centeredness. Like their master the Devil, they are narcissistic and the result is they actually reduce their wealth over time, for what is held tightly onto will decay or rot away. Verse twenty-five reinforces this principle.

Verse twenty six refers to the worst sort of “pig” in the ancient and modern world; this is the person who makes money by extortion upon the poor. There were two aspects of this wickedness. The first sort of evil in this area was what we call today the “loan shark”. These were (and sadly are) the criminals who prey upon the poor farmers and seize their crops for payment of loans that were given at inflated interest rates. Amos 8:4-8. 

The second wickedness is the commodities speculator who artificially pushes up the price of the grain by squeezing or manipulating the supply. When times were tough through drought the wicked person withheld the grain supplies from the market to increase the price and maximize their profit, even if people starved to death. The good person would sell to ensure there was no starvation amongst their fellow citizens. The wicked man acts from purely self-centred motivation, and by his motives shows his satanic origin. The good man acts from concern for his fellow man, and thereby also shows his motivation and godly nature. By the fruits of their actions the heart and eternal destiny of each is known.

Verse twenty seven reminds us that the desire to do good alone is not enough. We must “hunger and thirst after righteousness”. Matthew 5:6. Simply wanting to do good things is not ever enough, for each person must say “Amen” to their desires with focused and determined energetic action. We must exercise ourselves in godliness, and that means we must be prepared to work hard and really put energy into doing good things. It is “striving after” good things that bring rewards. If we really strive after goodness however, we will receive things that are pleasing to the soul and spirit.  

Many people feel that godliness is “boring”, but that is because they are addicted to the drama of immorality.  The earthly rewards of godliness are certainly peacefulness and contentment in the soul, often great friendships and fellowship, and at times great physical wealth. If wealth comes it comes to bless others, not to be narcissistically revelled in.  The evil person however expends their energies in searching after evil things, and Solomon is sure of their end. He has seen, as I have in my own life experiences, that evil finds the evil person and destroys them far more often than they find the fruit of the evil activities and enjoy them.

Verse twenty eight builds upon the previous verses. Solomon has indicated that wealth may come to the godly person, but if it does it is to be used for others blessing and the glory of God. Having mentioned that wealth may come, he addresses this subject of financial blessing directly, as many seek it as a sign of God’s blessing. Remember the so called “prosperity gospel” was as popular a topic in Solomon’s day as it is in our own.  Wealth, when received as blessing from the Lord, is a stabilising thing, and easy to handle by the mature and doctrine led believer. A mature, wise, and doctrine centred believer sees all things that they receive in this life as simply things to be used by them to serve the Lord. 

Great wealth can be received by a mature believer without it going to their head. We are to trust in the Lord, never in the things we receive in this life, for they can all be lost. To trust in riches is to fall badly into disaster, for riches are fleeting. Refer to the BTB study on MONEY, WEALTH, WORLDLINESS.  Riches fail but a righteous life never fades or becomes dry and lifeless. The righteous person is pictured as a green leaf. This is an image loved by David and the later prophets. Psalms 1:1-6, Jeremiah 17:7-8, Ezekiel 47:12.

It is a foolish thing to destroy your own home base, and yet every fornicator and adulterer I have ever met does that very thing. Men and women who commit adultery play with the possibility of destroying their marriages, their families, and their own sanity over time. To bring trouble into the midst of their family is to bring trouble into the midst of their happiness and destroy it totally. They will inherit the wind, and all that they previously valued will be blown away. Such a fool will end up working for another man, and he had better hope that it will be for a wise man which has the settled intelligence to ensure they all survive. 

I have seen so many great businesses destroyed by the narcissistic actions of the owners. They have had a sexual affair and destroyed their financial base, or bought large numbers of expensive “toys” like boats and holiday homes, and destroyed their cash flow. They have entered into relationships with equally unstable people and have lost their focus upon good decision making. In every case they inherit the wind! All they value is lost because of their stupidity.

Verse thirty reminds us that the spiritual aspects of life are always more important than the physical and social. Man lost his access to the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden due to sin. Genesis 3:22-24. The good news is contained in this verse. We have access to the spiritual “Tree of Life” again today as we walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit and fulfil the will of the Lord in our daily life. We have eternal life now in Jesus. Refer again to the BTB studies on ETERNAL LIFE and GIFTS RECEIVED AT SALVATION. 

The fruit of walking righteously is eternal life, and it is life that we can share with others, that they might be saved also. The righteous person wants to lead souls to fellowship with God. Matthew 4:18-20. Being a “soul winner” is a normal fruit of walking with God, and any person who does not seek to lead people to Jesus has not truly met and loved Jesus. Refer to the BTB study EVANGELISM.

There is some reward upon the earth for righteous behaviours, just as there are consequences for evil actions. The real and complete reward for the righteous person may be only fully received in heaven, but upon the earth we receive the “earnest” (down payment at least) of our rewards. The ministries of the Holy Spirit within us are the “down payment” on eternal glory, and in our daily fellowship with the Holy Spirit upon the Word we get a daily glimpse of heaven. Refer to the BTB study on MINISTRIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. The ungodly reap the “rewards” of their evil ways and feel the pain of the consequences of an existence without God, without hope and without eternal life.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Let us always open our hearts and minds to the examination and correction of the Holy Spirit. Let us open up our motivations and desires to the Holy Spirit’s scrutiny and correction. As we open ourselves to the Lord and the Spirit through honest prayer and quiet meditation we will be secured from the disasters that proud and arrogant people fall into. Let us purify our hearts and then we will never have to face public disgrace.

2.
The challenge to walk uprightly through life is a living and a safe challenge to give all young people. By their good habits of youth they build good reflexes for later crises. If we build the habit of integrity and honesty we will automatically be honest and straight forward when the crisis comes and an instinctive response is called for. Our habit of righteousness will keep us safe. Let us be straight talking in our dealing with all men and women in the business, political and social worlds; for integrity protects a person, whereas lies always undermine their future safety. Let us warn all young people of these vital principles for their future “health and safety”.

3.
Let us not be distracted for a minute by envy towards the apparent prosperity of the evil people we may meet, for their prosperity is fleeting and their rewards temporary. All the plans of the evil people come to their end in the grave, whereas our eternal life is only just beginning to fully unfold then. Death for us is the end of the limits of space and time and the start of life with the Lord without any limitations of time and space. Let us not envy those who have selected the Lake of Fire for their eternal state. Let us pity them their temporary pleasure, and urge them, if they will hear us, to throw away their fleeting pleasures and embrace eternal hope and joy in Jesus. 

4.
Expect to be falsely accused of great evils if you are seriously standing for the Lord. Just be sure you are innocent of all such evils. When accused, discuss the matter with your marriage partner and your eldership, and be absolutely open with them, so no facts are missing from the equation. When all are satisfied of the truth, then formally commit things to the Lord, and take any action to protect ministries from destruction by evil, but trust the Lord for personal vindication, not any potentially corrupt court process. The Lord does a much better job of vindicating His people than any court process will ever achieve. Wait upon the Lord Pastor, and even if it is a seven years wait, do not be distressed; remain focused upon your walk with Him. He will lift you up; remain innocent of all charges brought against you and relax in His mighty arms.

5.
Let us be clear on our God called purpose in our ministries and let us make good plans under the teaching and guiding of the Holy Spirit. Once we are clear about what the Lord has called us to do, then let us do it with all our might, and let us commit to allowing no opposition from Satan to stop our energy flowing down the godly path the Lord has called us to stand upon. 

6.
All of us can become like pigs in our life style; all we need to do is fail to take account of morality and Bible doctrine. Let us warn the Lord’s people of the dangers of the small steps downhill into immoral thoughts and actions, for the result will be the pig pen of this life. We are being transformed each day in either one direction or another. We are either being transformed into the children of God or into the children of the Devil. 

