CHAPTER 5

INTRODUCTION
Sexual sin is the most publicly recognised of Satan’s tactics to destroy foolish men and women. Sexual desire is the most powerful of all human desires and if it is not controlled and channelled into sexually healthy marital life it will bring destruction and carnage in its wake. 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, 7:1-16. The deceptive power of sexual lust makes evil appear good and a destructive path appear a good choice. I pick up the carnage of extra-marital affairs daily in my counselling practise as people confront their lust driven foolishness and the great hurt that it has caused, even to the suicide of their children and ex-partners. Sexual sins are the easiest of the battlefield areas where Satan is able to destroy lives, and as pastors we must confront this openly, honestly and thoroughly in our preaching.
Solomon understands seduction because he has been seduced so many times, so can we take this man seriously knowing this was his area of weakness, and knowing how destructive to his family and nation was his sexual appetite? This man really understood this subject and he gives an insight into the dynamics and mechanics of seduction that is more accurate than any text book I have ever studied. Solomon was proved a fool by failing to guard himself here, but at least he has left us a “fools guide” to keep us safe. Let us see his words and weigh them carefully remembering that he made a complete ass of himself in this area, and let us be determined to follow his words but not his actions. 

PROVERBS 5:1-23

1 My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding: 2 That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge. 3 For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil: 4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 5 Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell. 6 Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them. 7 Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth. 8 Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house: 9 Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel: 10 Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger; 11 And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are consumed, 12 And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; 13 And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me! 14 I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly. 15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well. 16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets. 17 Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with thee. 18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love. 20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger? 21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings. 22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. 23 He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 -  6.  “1 My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding:

2 That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge.

3 For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil:

4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.

5 Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell.

6 Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them”.

Solomon is urgent in his appeal to his sons, for he knows they must build discernment about the sexual temptations that will come to them as princes. They need to know what they are seeing and hearing, and not be fooled by others. They must also “keep their lips” and not give themselves away within two seconds of meeting someone also. The Greeks had a saying, “Speak friend, that I might know you”. It sums up a very important principle that every leader must know. 

What we say and what we don’t say at a meeting are equally important. We must know when to speak in a meeting, and when to be silent about a matter that another person raises. There are subjects raised in discussion that require quiet reflection, not a “shooting from the hip” answer. We must “keep our lips” until we are sure of our facts and then speak fearlessly the truth. The strength of our truth telling must always be matched by the strength of our self control. We must say no hasty words that cannot be taken back.

Solomon now moves to his target subject. It is the subject of the seductress who is out to become a princess in name, but who will remain a controlling personality disorder in character. Solomon is helping us spot this sort of woman, and the sad truth is, he was the expert in “personality disorders” and he married large numbers of them. Now at this point I must call you to pay careful attention to what I am about to say. Solomon was a “fool” in this area, but in his foolishness he has good insight and is honest about his failures. In the “Song of Solomon” he is even more blunt about his failure in the area of Marriage. 

Now, let us pause and reflect upon human weakness and the way it develops into a personality disorder. All of us have Old Sin Nature (OSN) areas of strength and weakness. We inherit these from our parents, but we build upon them, or control them by our daily life choices. If we feed a weakness it becomes a disorder, and literally disorders our future life. There is remedy for all these things, but only through the power of God working “one day at a time” to allow the Holy Spirit to wrest control back from the OSN.

Misery loves company, and with personality disordered people they love the company of their opposite disorder. If you are counselling people who are complaining about the “disordered” nature of their partner’s behaviours you must remember this. If a person marries or even dates for any time, a personality disordered partner, then there is one thing you can be sure of; that person has a mirror disorder of some sort to the person they are attracted to. The unstable, so called “borderline” disorders are always drawn to Obsessive Compulsives (who they think can pay their exorbitant bills), or to Narcissists, who believe they can “tame them”. 

Personality disorders never present alone, and the person complaining about their partner’s behaviours is just trying to hide their own disorder from you. Relax and let them talk and they will disclose it to you over time. The only solution for these people is long and painful re-education at the hands of the Holy Spirit. They believe they are special and so forget them consistently listening to you or any other mere human being! Solomon is a thorough Narcissist and this weakness destroys him and his nation over time, but at the time of writing Proverbs and Song of Solomon he has not fallen totally into that weakness, and so has enough insight to give us a good warning about the dynamics of these people.

These are deep disorders. If these people are changed it is by the Lord alone, and it is rare for them to totally change, and most problems in churches are caused by them. Even when dramatically saved these people are difficult, because their patterns of sin are so deep. Only a thorough daily walk with the Holy Spirit transforms them over a number of years, and few persevere to be really safe and trustworthy. 

The danger from these people in the church is severe but Solomon’s concern is the direct assault by some of these women on his sons to sexually seduce them, and then spit them out like chewed meat in the end. His description of the seducer is well drawn. These are people who are not what they seem to be.  They are nearly always initially “too good to be true”, and that is just because they are, too good to be true! They are people who know how to make themselves to be exactly what they believe their target will be vulnerable to. 

The lipstick of the ancient world was honey and other oils, and the seductress is using both lip stick and a mouth wash that makes her breath sweet and her mouth smooth to the touch and pleasant to the taste. Solomon warns his son, that she is not what she appears to be, for she is far from smooth; she is as sharp as a sword and it will run the careless man through. She is sweet to taste initially, but she is “wormwood” and will set her target’s teeth on edge after a short time. She opens a door of pleasure, but it leads directly to hell itself, and the only end to following her is a horrible death from sexually transmitted diseases.
Verses 7 – 11.  “7 Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth.

8 Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house:

9 Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel:

10 Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger;

11 And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are consumed,”

I remember an amusing talk with a man who was having difficulty dealing with a sexual temptation. He said that he found it particularly hard dealing with the temptation in certain places. As we analysed each of these places they were places where he didn’t have to put himself! He had not made ‘straight paths for his feet”. Hebrews 12:13.  There are places we need to avoid if we want to keep ourselves safe from temptations. 

Being in a bar is a bad place to fight the temptation to alcoholism. Sexual temptations are best not fought in a place with scantily dressed members of the opposite sex are dancing around you. There are some public places in our modern world that all believers need to avoid because they are overtly pagan and if we are there, we will have open invitations to evil behaviours surrounding us. This has always been the case in all societies through history, and each generation of believers needs to sit down, reflect, and think before going to some places and engaging in some activities. 

Solomon urges his sons to be discerning about where they go, and the situations they place themselves in the midst of. Sexual sins with a seductress could also lead to greater problems than just more sin. They could lead to a fine by the husband, who may be in on a scam that his wife runs to entice foolish and wealthy men and then blackmail them into paying a ransom for their reputation to be kept. They could also lead to murder in the ancient world, as the stupid adulterer was entering another man’s house and he could be killed there by another relative of the owner. They could also lead to sexually transmitted diseases that would kill the man slowly over time in great agony and shame.
Verses 12 – 14.  “12 And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof;

13 And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!

14 I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly.”

The worst thing about being found out in a sin is the humiliation of knowing that you had been warned and the foolishness of your actions were well known in advance. There is a double discipline to every stupid act; the punishment itself and the regret and humiliation of being caught out in your own stupidity. 

The deep regrets are wasted by this point, for the man has publicly humiliated himself by his being shown a fornicator, and the family of the woman will demand public satisfaction. In front of his whole community he is proved a fool and he has no social standing now at all. The humiliation is life long, for all people know him to be a fool from this time on in his life. He is permanently humiliated. The only way out of this is public confession, repentance, penitence, and then restoration by some civic “good works” action over time. 

This was seen in the United Kingdom in the 1960s, with the then Minister of War, John Profumo, being found with prostitutes, and was dismissed from his post. He lost everything, but publicly confessed and accepted his guilt and set about to make amends. He devoted himself to social work with troubled youth and finally was rehabilitated to the government in the 1990s by an award of the MBE for his services. His thirty years of penitence reaped its civil reward. Solomon is trying to save his son that time frame of social work to win back a reputation that is lost in such a short time frame for such temporary and dangerous pleasure.
Verses 15 - 17.  “15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well.

16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets.

17 Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with thee”.

Rather than chasing other men’s wives and mistresses the prince of Israel is urged to find his sexual pleasure with his own “right woman” and to enjoy her love and sexuality. He is encouraged in very poetic language to keep sexuality within the sacred bonds of marriage, and let the blessing of that union be seen in the streets by the relaxed and moral good works that flow from that marriage relationship. He is encouraged to restrict his sexual activity to his wife alone and not share her with any stranger, nor take any strange woman to his bed. Marital fidelity is being strongly urged here as the biblical standard for safety and joy in life. 
Verses 18 – 20.   “18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.

19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love.

20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger?”

The fountain here speaks of sexual joy in the marriage, and the sole source of sexual joy is to be within marriage. The Bible is absolutely clear about this; there is no sexually safe joy in any other relationship than between a right man and his right woman. All other relationships are doomed to physical, sexual, and emotional destruction. The joy of sexual love is a wonderful thing and the scripture here and in other places rejoices in sexual play between a husband and wife. 

Sexual activity between a husband and wife is to be regular and mutually satisfying. 1 Corinthians 7:2-5. If it is not positive, then both are to take any action, and seek the help they need to fully satisfy the other. Sex is to be “other focused”. Satanic sexual temptations are focused on self satisfaction, whereas God made our true sexual natures to please and bring joy to the other person. Marriage is meant to be a focused loving of the other person in such a way as to bring joy to them and therefore bring joy back to yourself. All self centred pleasure, taking from others for your own ends, has Satan as its source. 
Verses 21 – 23.   “21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.

22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.

23 He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray”.

God sees man’s foolishness in this sexual area. Nothing is hidden from the Lord and all stupid sexual actions will have reactions in the soul of the foolish people who deceive themselves into thinking they can disobey God and get away with it. In the sexual arena a punishment for wrongful actions will flow from the actions themselves with sexually transmitted diseases being the natural result of promiscuity. 

STDs were fatal in Solomon’s day, and once again, after a brief time of ability to cure them in the 1970s-1980s, they are once again cure-resistant and are nearly all either permanently debilitating or fatal again. Incurable disease is like a strong chain that binds the foolish person to their sins, and such people die miserably, regretting their fatal choices, but unable to reverse them by that point. It is great folly to fornicate, for the sin is against your own body, and in your own diseased body you die regretting your stupidity.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
There are many people who are not what they appear to be and are dangerous to us in our work, church, and family life. We must spot such deceptive people quickly. Those who are “too good to be true” need to be inspected closely. Be a “fruit inspector” of those who claim great gifts and abilities. What is the result of their previous works? What sort of state are their previous partners? Be discerning, and be suspicious of those who make claims that are too good, and appear too good outwardly. John 2:24-25. Jesus didn’t trust people and we must not either! Let us be careful and prayerful. Mathew 7:13ff.
2.
Marital fidelity is the target of most satanic attack upon ministries and the people in them. More ministries are destroyed by infidelity than by any other source. It is the easiest target for Satan as sex is the most powerful driver of mankind. We must set our guard up around our marriages far stronger than we often do. With your marriage partner discuss the protocols that will make you feel really safe in your marriage. Hear their concerns, and note all of them. Identify the behaviours which make you both feel unsafe or insecure and work through these. Come to a set of protocols that work for each of you and stick to them. Protect your marriages and you will stabilise your ministry and your physical and mental health. 
3.
Let us teach strongly the doctrines associated with Sexuality and Marriage. In our day we are seeing the greatest push by Satan to get people accepting free and easy sex as the normal way to live, when it is an aberration and abomination and leads always to destruction. Sexual activity outside marriage is always wrongful and destructive. Pastors, let us warn the Lord’s people loudly of the dangers of sexual promiscuity before it rots out the soul of our marriages, our families, our communities, and our nations.
