CHAPTER 2

INTRODUCTION
This is the second introductory discussion to the book. In it the writer urges the reader, or listener, to really dedicate themselves to the words of biblical wisdom because the seductive words of evil will be very powerful. The nature of the battle for the mind of mankind is spelt out; it is personal and the enemy is very active. The forces of the enemy will be constant attackers of the man or woman of God. The good person needs to be “driven” in their desire for wisdom, because the enemy will be very persistent and persuasive. 

The consequences of making the wrong choices about this matter are potentially fatal in this life, and have eternal results both ways.  There are only the two alternatives in this life. We are either moving forward in biblical wisdom, or sliding backwards into evil and sin. Those who stay on the path of wisdom may have great pressure there, but they will be blessed by the Lord, but those who go off the paths of wisdom and follow after the paths of evil will be destroyed utterly from the face of the earth. Refer back to the BTB studies on the ANGELIC CONFLICT, JUDGEMENT – GREAT WHITE THRONE, BACKSLIDING AND RECOVERY, MENTAL ATTITUDE, and MATURITY. 2 Peter 3:18.
PROVERBS 2:1-22

“1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: 12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things; 13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness; 14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked; 15 Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths: 16 To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words; 17 Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God. 18 For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. 19 None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life. 20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous. 21 For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it. 22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.”

REFLECTIONS

Verses 1 – 8.  “1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.

8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.”
The word “if” is an important one in the scriptures. It is a small word with big implications that remind us of our FREE WILL. If we will do what is right we will be safe and blessed, but if we do what is wrong we will be destroyed from the face of the earth. Our daily choices set up our eternal destiny. The writer wants his sons to see the facts about the choices we make in this life. 

The author here may be Solomon himself, or it may be a revision by the scribal leaders after the Exile. The first chapters of the book are clearly traceable back to Solomon, but later chapters and sections are just as clearly additions. The final form of the book is probably given by Ezra or one of the prophets associated with the return of the Exiles from Babylon. They could look back at all of Israel’s history and see the disastrous results of disobedience and lack of fervour for the Word of the Lord. They understood the power of that little word “IF”.

To survive the testing situations that come on the journey through life, and face and defeat the serious temptations that can come along the way, we need to be “hot” for the truth. Being lukewarm for the truth will not keep us safe on our journey, because the battle is just too strong for anything other than real fervent commitment to the truth. The Apostle Paul understood this only to well and urges Timothy to “Be Strong”, and to “Stir up the flame of fire within” him. 2 Timothy 1:6-7, 2:1ff. To win in the Angelic Conflict we have to throw ourselves into spiritual warfare in the filling of the Holy Spirit. Every day we need our spiritual armour on and we need to walk powerfully before our God. This is WALKING in the FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ARMOUR OF THE BELIEVER.

To walk powerfully we need to feed our spiritual life with regular spiritual food from God’s Holy Word. That involves “inclining the ear”; in other words, putting ourselves in the place where learning can occur because the Word is being taught there. Just hearing the Word of God isn’t enough; we need to open our heart to believe it and allow the Holy Spirit to change our heart and mind. We must be ready to allow every thought to be “captured” by the Holy Spirit and “conformed” to the Lord’s way of thinking. Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 10:3-7. 

It is literally a battle as to which power will control and re-educate our mind. We must daily throw ourselves into the battle by feeding on the Word of God and hungrily applying it into the very fabric of our behaviours each opportunity that comes along. The person described in verses 3-4 is one that is absolutely determined to learn everything from the Lord that can be learned and applied. It is total commitment that is described here; a fire of passion that burns to learn and apply more of the Lord’s Word every day. It is this level of passion for spiritual growth that keeps a person safe; anything less than this will make you a casualty. 

If we seek the Living Word of God with passionate commitment to the Lord’s truth we will be strengthened in it. We will discover His wisdom and be strengthened by its truth. We will understand the “fear of the Lord” and walk in humility, and that begins the process of protection against the arrogance of mind that destroys most people. Remember the main satanic sin was pride; he believed he was God’s equal. We need the fear of the Lord to eliminate any vestiges of arrogance before we are truly safe in this world. With the “fear of the Lord” to stabilise us through a correct assessment of our limitations, we are ready to learn more each day. His words will then be the shield to the believer and the encourager to justice, righteousness and truth in all our dealings. 

The armour of the Holy Spirit is here mentioned, and the “shield of faith” is identified as the first thing to get hold of. Ephesians 6:10-18. The shield of faith is the doctrinal principles of the Word of God; the PROMISES of God that we can get down behind and hide behind under pressures. The first things every young believer needs to get hold of are as many of the promises of God as is possible to learn and remember, as they will stabilise them under attack early in their walk with the Lord.

Verses 9 – 11.  “9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;

11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:”
On this journey through life we need to understand how to live safely and how to live well. If we lack basic knowledge about how this world works we are vulnerable to the assault of the enemy, and even the ups and downs of daily life. Refer to the BTB studies below on WORLD, and WORLDLINESS. The three basic concepts the writer identifies as foundational are, righteousness, justice and equity (uprightness). 

The first characteristic is the righteousness of God. We need to know the CHARACTER OF GOD as the most basic of all stabilising doctrines. Once we understand the stability and trustworthiness of the Character of God we can relax in situations that will otherwise cause distressing and disabling fears and worries. When these truths capture our soul we will be stable in the truth, and will rejoice in the truth in our heart, and further, we will be discerning regarding others and will be kept safe by means of that discernment.

The second doctrinal principle is the principle of Justice. We need to understand that the Lord is absolutely just and fair, and that justice will be done, but its execution may be delayed in time. Some evil people will appear to get away with great injustice upon this earth, but their “victory” over good people is temporary. The understanding of God’s Justice will keep the believer stable and faithful, trusting that the Lord’s timing is as perfect as His character. 

The third characteristic is “moral uprightness”. God is absolute morality and He expects this high standard of us also. Each of these divine characteristics finds their equivalent in the believer who is determined to follow God and learn His Wisdom. We also are to stand for righteousness before God, justice for others, and moral uprightness towards our fellow man. 

Verses 12 – 15.  “12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things;

13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;

14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked;

15 Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths:”
The evil man is described here so that the young believer may know his enemy by their fruits. Remember the literary structure of the book; it is a writing of a father to his son, and as we will note again below, we need to include both sexes in each warning. In the next section the evil woman is described so that she may also be known and identified before they can cause mischief. The evil man is referred to as the man who speaks “froward” things. This old English word refers to sheer devious malice, covered by lies and cheating. It is a word that sums up the true satanic strategy towards the destruction of the believer. 

Satan hates us, and every believer needs to understand that fact. John 15:18-26. The hatred of the enemy is countered only by the inner presence of the Holy Spirit as the “Comforter” of the soul. Any believer who is walking through this world in their own strength does not have the power to face the sheer malice of the enemy against them. We must walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit to deal with the hatred we will meet. The malice of the enemy is strong, but they are also predictable and to know them is to be able to avoid or beat their temptations.

Satan has many angelic and human servants who delight in doing his will for his wages. Satan pays well for a time and his servants are often healthy, wealthy, and proud with it. These are people who have deliberately left the path of righteousness and walked into the paths of evil. They love darkness, not light. Their deeds are evil and they don’t want you to see exactly how bad they truly are. They hide their true nature behind a mask of hypocrisy and try to deceive you into trusting them. They rejoice in their corruption, and delight in their acts of evil against others. They enjoy the power that evil gives them over what they consider to be weaker people. 

These are people exactly like Satan, who delight in their own power, but they do not see that they are being used by Satan and will be abused by him as badly as they abuse others. Reflect upon the nature of dishonesty for a second and see the logic of the warning here.  If you join with dishonest people you cannot expect them to be honest with you about their plans! The only thing you can be sure of is that there is no honour amongst thieves and scoundrels. To trust a dishonest man is to be a fool indeed! They must be dishonest towards you in the end, for that is at the core of their nature.

Verses 16 – 19.  “16 To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words;

17 Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God.

18 For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead.

19 None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life.”
Now the term “strange woman” is a specific biblical one. It means a woman who is not your “right woman”; she is not your correct sexual partner for life. She ought to be a stranger to you, and must certainly never be your casual or regular sexual partner. The biblical doctrine of MARRIAGE may be summed up as “Right Man – Right Woman”. Refer below to the BTB study of this. The seducer of other’s partners is a cunning play actor. She will act as if she thinks and feels that the target male is the loveliest person she has ever met, but her plans are hidden behind this falsehood. She has a “game plan” and seeks to use and then discard the foolish man who slips into her clutches. There are both men and women who are seducers, but it is Solomon who is apparently speaking here, and his sons are being warned, so it is the female seducer who is mentioned here, as the male is for the business and social abuser. Just remember that there are both males and females in all categories of satanic servants. 

The female seducer is an expert with her “scripts”. She has planned her words carefully for maximum impact upon her target. She has learned what men love to hear and she is an expert in her delivery of the words that seduce the vulnerable or foolish soul of her target. This is a person who has turned away from her parent’s good words and has rejected the plan of God for her life. She has actively turned from the path of spiritual life and is enjoying the power and pleasures of the path of sin for a season. Hebrews 11:25. 

These people have short sighted aims. They “live for the day”, but not in the way the Lord encourages us to live “one day at a time”. They live for the pleasures of the day without thought of the consequences of their sinful lives tomorrow. Their viewpoint is the satanic perversion of the Lord’s teaching in Matthew 6. These people are baffled when their faces get hardened, and their bodies get wracked by sexually transmitted diseases. They believe that they can get away with all manner of sins. They have a sense of entitlement to pleasure without any limits. They will not accept any limitations from God on their freedom to use and abuse others. The believer needs to understand in advance the extent of their malice and be fore-warned against them.

They have a set path and it heads steadily down hill into the darkness of death itself. The Lord makes this stark alternative clear in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 7:13-14. There are only two paths through life; God’s path, and Satan’s path. God’s path is a “constricted path”; it is hard at times and tough going, because it is heading up hill in morality and self control. Satan’s path is easy going, with easy money, easy sex, easy walking, but that is only because it “inclines” downhill. It heads steadily downwards towards death. 

To start on the path downhill and walk it for any distance is to make it harder and harder to return with every step you take down. Many people complain about how hard it is to recover from bad habits, but that is because it is always hard to walk uphill! It is easy to coast downhill to death and most do so. Jesus reminds us that few find the harder and uphill path to righteousness. The Holy Spirit will walk within you and give you strength as you obey the Word of God, but it is still hard work at times. Stop complaining believer, and get a firm grip on the truth and keep walking one day at a time uphill. Hebrews 12:12-15. Pastors, encourage your people by your words and your solid and tenacious example of holiness under pressure. 

Verses 20 – 22.  “20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous.

21 For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.

22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.”
The “way of good men” and the “path of the righteous” are quite different to the way of the wicked. The fruit of the life is startlingly different between the two life styles. God’s plan is clear, and that plan calls for the righteous to inherit the earth in the end, and then move into eternity with the Lord forever. The evil ones will have temporary successes at times, but God’s Plan is settled, and certain. The righteous will inherit the earth and eternity belongs to the just and true to the Lord. There is ultimate and eternal judgement for those who think they can abuse the Lord and His people. Every last rebel against the will of the Lord will be rooted out of this creation and eliminated from it permanently. Revelation 20:11ff.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Anything less than total passion for the Lord is not good enough in this present evil world. It isn’t good enough because it will not generate enough spiritual energy to defeat the enemies that will be ranged against you at times. Total passion for the Lord is required in the Angelic Conflict, and a real hunger for the Word of God, because only that level of spiritual power will keep you safe in the battlefield of this world. Let us be passionate about our Bible Teaching ministries pastors! As pastors of the Lord, let us mentor the example of Holy Spirit filled teaching and passionate service. This is our responsibility before the Lord.

2.
Stability comes from knowing the Lord’s promises to us as His children, so that we can take cover behind the promises of the Lord. Let us ensure that all the young believers we train are quickly taught the basic doctrines of the Word that will keep them safe and feeling secure in the arms of the Lord. Doctrine in the soul alone protects us from the plots and plans of evil men. Only by spotting evil people a long way away are we able to defeat them with ease. If we have no discernment the enemy can get very close to us and do us severe injury.

3.
Satan cannot be honest to save himself, and neither can his followers. They fight each other as often as they fight God’s servants. Once you spot their real nature you can take action against them. The Lord’s command to examine the fruit of other’s lives is the only safe guard against being taken for a fool and made merchandise of by an evil person. Evil people hate you as a believer, and they will take advantage of you and use and abuse you. Be guarded or be taken as a fool!

4.
Walking with the Lord is walking uphill. It is hard and tiring at times, but that is the only safe direction away from the pit of hell. Let us encourage God’s people to keep walking uphill. Let us set the example of toughness in our daily walking. 

