CHAPTER 7

INTRODUCTION
Solomon continues here with warnings about the promiscuous women who will target his sons. They predominate in his thoughts because they were the main threat and so we have some more very straight talking on the importance of fidelity and resisting sexual temptations. Keep in mind all through these words that Solomon failed at this point, and be very scared yourself! All Solomon’s fine words were forgotten by himself later at the vital times of serious temptation and he fell into gross and irredeemable sins in this very area. 

My point is a strong and an urgent one; we are never safe from sexual temptation and we are to keep our guard up all the time, all our life. Protocols are designed to keep us safe and keep on keeping us safe, but they only work when they are applied. Just reading the words of Proverbs won’t keep us or our young people safe from sexual foolishness, but holding firmly to the doctrinal points made here will, but it must be every day of our life!
PROVERBS 7:1-27

1 My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. 2 Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye. 3 Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart. 4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman: 5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words. 6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, 8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house, 9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: 10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. 11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house: 12 Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.) 13 So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him, 14 I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows. 15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee. 16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. 17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves. 19 For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey: 20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed. 21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. 24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. 25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. 26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. 27 Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.

REFLECTIONS
Verses 1 – 5.  1 “My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee.

2 Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.

3 Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.

4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman:

5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words”.

God’s Word is to be treasured like the most precious thing we have ever found. If we value the Word like we value gold we are on the right track to safety in this life. God’s Word will keep us safe, but only as it is applied into the fabric of daily life, not while it sits on a shelf in the lounge. 

There is nothing magical about the Bible as a book, it is only as it gets applied into life that it becomes a powerful tool to transform a life. I remember seeing a witless celebrity showing people his house on television. He grandly pointed out all his Bibles, Korans, Kabalas, and even his Buddhist scriptures.  He felt these books would keep him safe, and just owning them all made him wise. His life was and remains an immoral mess, because he owned books, but never let wisdom own him! 

Solomon passionately wants his sons to really let their fingers, feet, and heart be ruled by the Word of God. He wants them to feel a kinship to the doctrines of God’s Word that strengthens them and stabilises them, so that they do not feel any of the foolish thoughts and desires that he felt and followed. He wants them protected from flattery, and the only way we are protected from flattery is to have pride eliminated from our life by Bible doctrine which has replaced every false notion with the truth.

Verses 6 – 9.  6 “For at the window of my house I looked through my casement,

7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding,

8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house,

9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night”:

Solomon can see that being brought up in the palace harem will mean that his boys will be used to flattery and may start to believe their own marketing organization. This is the danger for us all; we start to believe the good things said of us. Pride easily creeps in and perverts the soul, and once we start looking for compliments we are vulnerable to the sort of woman that lurks in every corridor of Solomon’s palace. 

Solomon could look out through his windows into the streets of the city below his palace rooms. He has sat many nights now and looked out the palace window at the behaviours of some of the young men who are “hangers on” in his court. These young men think they are pretty “hot”, and they are young fit and handsome “bucks” who feel very special working for the king. 

They are open to seduction because their opinion of themselves is way above the humble place of safety. They are not keeping themselves safe and soon they succumb to the words and behaviours of these older courtesans who are looking for “young blood” to liven up their boring nights. These “boys” start to form a habit of adultery and visit with these women for sex on a regular basis. They think that they cannot be seen, but the king is watching them, and so is the Lord their God! They are walking to death.
Verses 10 – 15.  10 “And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.

11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:

12 Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)

13 So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him,

14 I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.

15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee”.

He watches these boys get “picked off” like ripe cherries by the clever and cunning older courtesans who are dressed for their seductive role and have walked this path many times before. These are women who are totally confident in their adulterous behaviours. They are experienced seducers of men. They are really confident (loud) and absolutely focused on their target (stubborn). They are persistent and position themselves on the right streets to fish out the best young prospect to seduce. 

They want either money or power from the sexual deal they will make, and they are careful to target the best young men so that they will have the thrill of the victory and the fruits of it as well. These are not women who are “shrinking violets”; they are super confident seducers and they move in for the kill quickly. They boldly follow up any interest shown in them and kiss the man passionately in a way no-one has ever done before. They show total devotion to him and real passion for him. He feels very “special” in their arms and that is their aim. 

People who want to feel ‘special’ are sitting ducks for evil, for this is a form of pride and Satan loves it as it gives him a toe hold to enable him to walk all over that person over time.  This seducer is a super-spiritual type woman also. She starts by affirming that she has “paid her vows” and delivered her peace offering. She is without sin at this point, and has received God’s forgiveness, and is feeling like celebrating her spirituality with adulterous sex!  

Now stop just a second and see the total contradiction here. This is a sinful woman, for just to require the Peace Offering meant a serious sin had been committed, and the fact that she wants to spend her first night with another man tells us that she has done this before, and is probably full of sexually transmitted diseases! Logic tells the doctrine filled man that this is one dangerous and destructive adulterer who will turn him into a germ factory!  She also tries the oldest line in the creation; “I have waited all my life for you!” But sadly the young man who hasn’t got discernment falls for her apparent spirituality and this dodgy old line, and filled with lust, he follows her into her house.
Verses 16 – 20.  16 “I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.

17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.

19 For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey:

20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed”.

This lady loves the finest things in life, possibly provided by her travelling merchant or diplomat husband. She has many finely embroidered cushions (tapestries), and many coloured covers (carved works) of fine Egyptian linen. The sheets are the finest and softest Egyptian linen. She has perfumed the bed with the nicest spices available in their day. Song of Solomon 4:14. Her invitation to sexual delight is then direct and enticing. She wants to “make love” to this man all night and bring the morning in with total exhaustion. 

She is saying to this boy; “Lets make love until you can’t move any longer!” Don’t be offended at the straight forward translation of this pastor, because this is the “gold standard” offer of the genuine temptress, and this approach is still used today by those who are saturated in their own evil. Now for the arrogant and foolish boy of the palace this sort of approach appears to be all his dreams come true, but the reality is that he is entering into a candy flavoured nightmare. This woman will kill him, and this woman still does kill unwary and foolish men. 

There are enough clues in her words to warn the boy that this woman is not what she seems, but he doesn’t pick them up because he is looking at her body, not weighing her words. Lust has ensnared him and logic cannot save him because of two important factors. Firstly he is not listening and weighing her words for their real meaning, but secondly he has nothing to weigh them against, because he doesn’t have the required doctrine in his soul. 

It is only biblical discernment that will save him, but it is now too late, because he doesn’t have it, and the temptation is at the highest level. There is a time for Bible study, but if it passes and you don’t take advantage of that, then you will be caught in your ignorance later and destroyed. 

This woman has it all planned, for her husband is away on a business or diplomatic trip for at least this present month, and she knows, from how much money he has taken, that he wont be back at least until the new moon. The coast is clear for her adultery to have free reign. The young man hears the various words she uses, and should be able to see, that she is a regular sinner in the sexual area, that she is probably infected with STDs, that the whole process is deceptive of her husband, and that he is entering another man’s house to do this evil. On each count he is entering into a fatal series of free choices and will probably die as a result, but he follows his lust, not his logic.  
Verses 21 – 27.  21 “With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him.

22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;

23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.

24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth.

25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths.

26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her”.

Do not feel that Solomon is placing all the blame upon the seductress here, for his blame is squarely on the weakness of the young man who should have learned to apply the truth and kept himself safe in the first place. The seductress is just doing what the satanic troops do to believers; she is setting out to destroy him. This woman is an expert at seduction, for she has won this battle many times before, but she can be beaten by one who knows and applies the Word of God and uses the discernment that the Word provides. 

The weakness of his moral collapse is his own weakness. The promise of 1 Corinthians 10:13 is relevant here. We will never be placed in any situation that we cannot handle with what the Lord has already provided for us, but if we haven’t taken advantage of the Lord’s provision we are without excuse and are “Oxen to the slaughter”. The destruction of this young fool will be both personal, within his body, and also public humiliation (like a fool in the public stocks).

He will feel the deep and stabbing pain in his liver that will tell him one day he has incurable sexually transmitted disease. I have seen a foolish man in my clinic this last week with this very stabbing pain; in his case related to alcohol abuse. The young fool here enters the house like a bird enters a snare and does not think that this is the path that leads to his death. He is wilfully ignorant of the stakes that are being played for here. He is responsible for his foolishness, for he has had opportunity to learn the truth, but has felt he didn’t need it. For this he will die, and for this same reason many still die today. 

Solomon ends this section on adultery with a strong warning again. He pleads with his boys to listen to his words, and reject this sort of person outright and avoid the streets that lead to the houses of women like this.  To go astray from the path of God into adultery is to go into the path of death or serious wounding. Solomon’s words are clear; it is fatal, or will be nearly fatal to follow after lust. Lust is always destructive when the Mental Attitude Sin is followed by sinful action. Let us guard our minds and guard our bodies.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Straight talking saves devious walking! Solomon sees the truth and tells it. He is desperate because he is sliding deeper into this sin and he sees its power over him. He cannot save himself, but he tries to save others. Let us save both ourselves and others by doing what he says here, and resisting his destructive life style. Lack of Bible doctrine means lack of discernment. Lack of discernment means there is no hope of spotting the enemy before the enemy spots you. It means you are dead! Let us preach these truths, for they alone will keep the foolish safe if they are heeded. Let us, as the Lord’s pastors, be without excuse before the Lord in this matter. We cannot stop the foolish person who is determined to be foolish, but we are without excuse before God ourselves unless we have formally and thoroughly warned them.

2.
Pride comes before all falls into gross sin. Let us guard against pride, for it is the heart of Satan’s being and strategy against the successful believer. Humility is the Lord’s pattern for service, and any time we find ourselves seeking after compliments we are to deal with that danger speedily. We are to ruthlessly, with thorough confession and humble prayer to the Lord, get back to the right position and recover the correct assessment of ourselves. This doesn’t mean we put ourselves down and grovel in the dirt all the time; it means we acknowledge aloud to ourselves every day that we are sinners saved and kept alone by God’s grace. It means acknowledging every day that the power of God alone keeps us in the place of safety and service. The spirit of gratitude and thankfulness will keep us from arrogance and the pride based lusts that are so destructive. We will not believe the flattery of the seductress if we are daily acknowledging the truth about ourselves to the Lord and our self.

3.
There is a day to take in doctrine and a day to apply what you have learned. If you fail at either place you will not be able to survive on the battlefield of the Angelic Conflict. When the Word of God is being preached and taught we need to be there and take it in hungrily. When the challenge comes in our life we need to apply what we have learned quickly and thoroughly. 

Pastor, teach the Word every time you can! As you teach, encourage people to apply all they learn, for this way you keep yourself from the judgement of God, for HE holds us responsible to do this daily.  1 Timothy 4:1-11, 2 Timothy 4:1-5. There is a day when it is too late to learn doctrine, for the challenge is before you, and unless you are practised and able in your wielding of the sword of the Spirit you will be killed. Warn the foolish young believers of this fact, for they need to understand the urgency of these things before the battle goes against them. When we fall in battle to a sneaky attack it is because we were foolish, not because God failed us.
