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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

We live in an extremely materialistic world. For those of us who live in the industrialised western countries we are surrounded and bombarded by the media to buy, buy, buy. We are judged by our level of material wealth. Who we are (that is, what our character is) is judged by what we have. We are treated and judged by what sort of car we drive. Our lives are devoted to being “successful”. We work in our youth so that we can provide for ourselves when eventually our time comes to leave the work force.

This thinking is also drummed into our children. By the time our children start pre-school they ask for things they see and want from the shops. They become victim to cleverly designed television ads telling them that if they get this toy or fad, they will be happy and accepted by other children. Unfortunately, these children grow into adults with a constant desire to accumulate things so that they can be happy.

At some point the question “Is it worth it?” begs to be asked. Is there more to life than chasing all the things that other people, and the world, tell us we must do, or have, so that we can be happy?

Everyone dreams of winning Lotto. “If I could be rich, I would be happy”. I’m sure everyone has this thought. If I could get a better job, more status, I would be happy. The list of desires, wants, accomplishments and things that promise to make us happy is endless.

So why do people in the developed nations end up miserable? Many people lie in their deathbed full of regret of how they spent their life. People reach their forties and have a “mid life crisis” because now about half their lifetime has gone and they are still not happy. They think that trying to play “catch up” with their youth will bring them happiness.

Why do so many people, who have so much, meet disappointment and disillusionment in their quest for happiness? What is the truth about happiness?

Thankfully, the Bible has the answer.

ABOUT ECCLESIATES

The book of Ecclesiastes is a fascinating journey of discovery towards answering the truth about happiness. Every person in the world today, whether knowingly or unknowingly, whether they like it or not, are looking for happiness. How many find it? How many leave this life with the knowledge that they succeeded in finding true happiness?

The message of this book is for every human being alive today, it is uncannily and completely relevant to our modern world, even though it originates from Old Testament times.

To properly study Ecclesiastes we need to first understand:

· Ecclesiastes is a unique portion of God’s Word.  Unique because it has a tone of pessimism and has areas that seem to contradict other areas of God’s Word. 

· Its canonicity has been questioned because people fail to understand the purpose and reasoning behind the conclusion of this book.

· The background history and setting of the book.

· The background of the author.

Once armed with this knowledge, the student will enjoy, appreciate and be able to apply the lessons learnt immediately into their life.

It is a very important book for our time as we face the same daily changes as Solomon did in his time.

First we will look at the book’s historical background and setting.

BACKGROUND

TITLE

The title comes from the opening verse, “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.” 

The Hebrew word for “Preacher” is “qoholeth” (from “qahal”) and means “to assemble”. Interestingly, this word is not found in any other Old Testament book.

A qoholeth was an official speaker to an assembly of people.

The Greek rendition of the Hebrew is ecclesiastes, ek meaning “out of”, and klesis, meaning “a calling”.

Therefore the title Ecclesiastes means one who assembles, or calls people out of a population.

The word “Preacher” occurs seven times (1:1,2,12 and 7:27 and 12:8,9,10) in this book and, as already noted, not in any other Old Testament book.

AUTHORSHIP

Although not directly referred to by name, the first verse identifies the author as being “the son of David, king of Jerusalem.” Most scholars interpret this as being King Solomon. In Chapter 1:12 there is a second reference to Solomon; “I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.” The context for this verse was that Solomon was an old man remembering back to the start of his reign.

PLACE IN THE BIBLE

The English Bible has five poetical books; Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon. Ecclesiastes is the fourth book.

STYLE

Ecclesiastes is also classed as “Wisdom Literature”, like Proverbs and Job. These books are written in the style of a philosopher who is describing in terse, brief lines personal observations, reasoning, reflections and conclusions about life. Sometimes the writings are in a poetical form, like Proverbs. King David, as a singer, wrote Psalms in the style of songs.  King Solomon, as a great philosopher, wrote Ecclesiastes in the style of a philosopher.

DATE OF WRITING.

Solomon was the third and last king of a united Israel. Under his rule, Israel enjoyed a very peaceful and prosperous time. The nation was heavily involved in international trade, more than at any other time in its history. Most of the population had a high standard of living. His nation was strategically well placed for maximum political power and control over trade routes crossing the land. This was Israel’s “Golden Age”

The language used in the book coincides with the commercial and political status existing at the time.

This and other evidence places a date of about 940BC, written by Solomon as an old man.

CANONICITY

Ecclesiastes was included in the canon of scripture because it shows:

· What happens when a believer is out of fellowship and,

· That “the grass is not greener on the other side”.  The Holy Spirit has included the spiritual wanderings of Solomon to see if the grass is greener and report back to us, from one believer to another.  No man in history is more qualified or better equipped than Solomon for this task.

BACKGROUND TO KING SOLOMON.

Knowing about the history of Solomon will be a remarkable experience, and help with understanding the message of Ecclesiastes.

FAMILY

Solomon was David’s tenth son and the second son born to Bathsheba. The name Solomon comes from the Hebrew word shalom and means “peace” or “peaceable”. The name occurs about 300 times in the Old Testament and twelve times in the New Testament. It was associated with wisdom and wealth. 

Nathan the prophet gave the young boy Solomon another private name, Jedidiah, which means “beloved of the Lord”. Nathan received this name from God (2 Samuel 12:24,25).

Solomon’s family was extensive. In 2 Samuel 3:2-5 we are told he had six half brothers born in Hebron.

King Saul and King David, Israel’s first two kings were born and grew up among the villages and common people. Solomon was the opposite. He was born in the palace at Jerusalem and grew up among powerful and wealthy people. He knew a royal lifestyle. He had the best education available and did not know poverty or hunger. However he was not completely sheltered from the bad things in life. He knew jealousy and hate. Several of his older half brothers met violent deaths and one half sister was raped.

HOW HE BECAME KING

Solomon was far from being one of David’s elder sons. Although some of his older brothers had violent deaths, there were other brothers that could qualify to be David’s successor. The right of succession by age had not yet been established in Israel. 

Several years before, the Lord showed David that Solomon would be the next king (1 Chronicles 22)

Solomon almost did not become king. Saul and David were made kings by direct acts of God. So David was expecting the same to happen with Solomon. Apparently this is why David did not personally make Solomon’s future kingship formally legitimate, and was slow to make Solomon known as the next king. But God did not act according to his expectation.

History records an intriguing struggle for the throne between Solomon and one of his older brothers, Adonijah. Adonijah tried to secure the throne by means of a coup. He had the support of some powerful men. One of these men was Joab who was the General of the Army.

Joab had always been a powerful military leader and controlled strong forces to support Adonijah. He was also backed by Abiathar, a leading priest, who had been a close adviser to King David for a long time.  Abiathar gave the impression of a religious blessing. 

Adonijah’s takeover demanded the element of surprise. Nathan the prophet heard that a religious festival was going to be used for an attempt to get the throne. He rushed to Bathsheba with the news and together were able to revive the dying king long enough to beat the coup. King David ordered that Solomon be anointed as king. Another high-ranking priest named Zadok performed the procedure under the protection of Benaiah, the commander of David’s personal bodyguard.

Adonijah and his supporters were caught entirely by surprise. The penalty for such an act was death. However King Solomon granted Adonijah his life. After a second, more underhanded, attempt by Adonijah to again get the throne, King Solomon ordered his death. (1 Kings 2:24,25).

Solomon, after suitably dealing with other coup members with death or exile, now had no opposition from any high-ranking officer that served under David. Solomon could now organise the kingdom anyway he wanted. The only checks to his rule were God’s laws given by David in 1 Kings 2:2-4, the support of his people and Solomon’s personal encounters with God. And so began his reign at the tender age of 20 (1 Kings 1:5) in 1015BC.

SOLOMON’S SPIRITUAL LIFE

As a young king, Solomon showed great spiritual understanding.  In 1 Kings 3:5-15, we read how Solomon received his wisdom. God was so pleased with his request that He also granted him much wealth and fame.  Note though, that Solomon did not ask for spiritual wisdom.  He was wise in the areas of politics and of national leadership.  He was most definitely wise in judgement of the people.  But in the area of spiritual discernment he was lacking.  Maybe this is why God required Solomon to live according to His commands.  God also told him that in the areas of wisdom, wealth and honour he would be unique among men for all time. This should be remembered when studying and interpreting Ecclesiastes.

Solomon was so happy with God that he expressed his gratitude in a public worship service in front of the Ark of the Covenant in Jerusalem.  So his reign also began with great blessing from God and a motivation to personally serve God. Spiritually, his kingship could not have started better.

As we know, Solomon built an amazing temple to honour God. No expense was spared. The building of the temple was spiritually orientated. The temple took seven years and six months to build (1 Kings 6:1, 38; 2 Chronicles 3:1).  He made a remarkable prayer at the dedication of the temple. God reappeared to Solomon again and expressed His acceptance of the Temple but also to remind him of the importance of obedience to His laws to ensure the continuity of the throne. (2 Chronicles 7).

SUMMARY OF SOLOMON’S BACKGROUND.

· Solomon started his reign at only 20 years of age. He was talented, had the best of training, very knowledgeable and abundantly blessed by God. In the areas of wisdom, wealth and fame, there has been no man like him, nor will there ever be.

· He had great spiritual understanding as shown by his prayer at the dedication of the temple.

· He became the most learned scholar of his day. Three thousand proverbs and 1005 songs are credited to him. He also was a great lecturer in the sciences of botany and biology. He answered the Queen of Sheba’s questions with ease.

· Under his rule Israel was a united kingdom and the population enjoyed a high standard of living and peace.

· The completion of the temple meant that Israel had for the first time a permanent national worship centre. The priests became more influential and the festivals more regular. Jerusalem was known as the city of God, so great was its influence.

· Solomon also excelled in literature. His literature was without peer and always had a strong monotheistic doctrine theme.  Solomon started the concern of putting the truth of God and man into the nation’s literature, which never died out.

· Unfortunately he had his failures as well. Although he led Israel to the point where the nation had both the resources and the opportunity to evangelise the ancient Near East about the one true living God, Solomon did not.

· Solomon also began to lose his love for God in his latter years. One reason put forward is due to his huge harem. He had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3) that he accumulated by political alliances.  Although customary at the time, it was against God’s law (1 Kings 11:2).  With these women came paganism.  He allowed them to worship their gods and even built temples for them.  Thus they evangelised him and he was not diligent to evangelise them about Yahweh.  God appeared to him a third time and passed judgement on him saying that the kingdom would be torn apart in his son’s day (1 Kings 11:9-13).

We now see that despite starting his rule with abundant talent and blessing, Solomon still went through times of despair, frustration and bad judgement leading to disillusionment in his latter years.  Yet he still held to monotheistic doctrine.  His life served more as a spiritual warning to following generations of Israelites, especially when compared to the spiritual strength that David enjoyed as an old man.

Ecclesiastes will now show itself to be extremely useful to modern day believers.

CHAPTER 1

Verse 1: The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.
Key Words : preacher, king in Jerusalem.
The word preacher needs defining because in English it has a negative connotation. It does not mean to lecture at like an angry parent towards a child.  The Hebrew word used here is “qoheleth”, from the verb “qahal”, which means to assemble people.  Why use this particular word to refer to Solomon?  There are two reasons and both are valid.

1. Assemble a nation together (1 Kings 8) for the consecration of the temple.  Solomon called the whole nation of Israel together for this purpose.

2. The other function of Solomon was to teach his people wisdom (Ecclesiastes 12:9).  Wisdom in the ancient world referred to skill at living life successfully, like a skilled carpenter building the temple.  A wise person had mastered spiritual principles to be successful at life.  It is not limited to esoteric philosophy or to hunting down a hermit guru somewhere in Tibet to learn how to reach spiritual enlightenment.  In Old Testament thinking a child was not educated until they knew how to live, how to deal with crisis, how to deal with marriage and how to succeed.  These are qualities that are virtually non-existent in modern day western education that emphasises technical skill.

We do not have the right to think Solomon missed something.  Take for example his personal wealth.  

· The closest man to Solomon financially today is Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft Corp.  

· His personal wealth is estimated to be $US 46 Billion (November 2003)

· Solomon, just from one source only, collected $US 20 million (thirty years ago, not adjusted for inflation) in gold, per year, tax free as a personal spending allowance.  This excludes all the taxes he received from his kingdom.  Solomon had twelve to fifteen sources of income.  Scripture tells us that when it comes to wealth Solomon would be unique in history.

Solomon was able to conduct his life experiments because of all these assets.  He did what we could only dream about and some more.  Solomon did it all for us.

What about the area of academics?

1 Kings 4:32: “He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five.”

Solomon was an absolute genius.  Who today has done this?  How many proverbs are left? How many songs?  The Holy Spirit preserved one song, The Song of Solomon.  We don’t have many proverbs left.  Why?  Because God is interested in showing us the results of Solomon’s experiments, and the emptiness in the life of this genius.

What about having many partners?

1 Kings 11: 1 “But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.”

Solomon thought he needed political marriages.  

· No love was involved.

· He loved the gain from these marriages and the alliances they sealed.

· The marriage deal allowed the wife to bring her gods into Israel.

· Solomon had a lot of alliances and more women than he knew what to do with.  They eventually got the better of him.

· A sign of his brilliance is that it took 100 women to eventually cause him to turn away from God.

1 Kings 11:6: “ Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David.”

Key Words: “not fully follow”.  Used twice in the Bible.

· Once for the generation wandering in the wilderness.

· Once for King Solomon

Modern western society emphasises promiscuity.  Lasting marriages are on “the endangered species list”.  People have been tricked into thinking they will find happiness through having many partners.  Ecclesiastes graphically proves this to be false.

Solomon had begun his journey of carnality.  He was no longer walking in the spirit, but in the flesh.

What happened to Solomon?

From this period until his death, no one knows for sure his fate.  The greatest man of all Israel and the world disappears without a trace.  God’s Word does not honour his funeral.  All we know is that he died.  There is no testimony at all from God!

· Ecclesiastes is the study, provided by God, of Solomon’s spiritual spin downwards.  It was a spin that Solomon did not pull out of.

· Ecclesiastes records the memoirs of Solomon.  We can learn what we should not do.

APPLICATION:  Believers start out for the Lord at the point of salvation, but can eventually become habitually carnal and commit the sin unto death.

DOCTRINE 

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

APPLICATION:  To fight our self induced misery as Christians we can now learn from Solomon.  If we learn from Solomon’s experiences we can spot errors in our life and the lives of our contemporaries, our national leaders.  Money and wealth does not bring happiness or fulfilment, unless it is in the will of God for our lives, and we have the Lord Jesus Christ as number one in our lives.

Key words : “king in Jerusalem”

The Liberals attack Ecclesiastes at this point.  Their interpretation is that this phrase is an unknown factor in the Old Testament.  They say that there were kings over Israel, but no kings in Jerusalem.  Therefore Solomon could not have written this expression, as it was never used for a king in Jerusalem.

This is a special expression.  Solomon, although king, was not performing as a king due to his spiritual problems.  He was therefore a king over Israel who just happened to be in Jerusalem.  Very tragic for the most powerful man who ever lived politically who began his rule with so much favour from God.

Verse 2: Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity.

Key Words: “Vanity”

Meaning: The Hebrew word is heh'-bel, hab-ale'.  Pronounced “arbel”.  It means emptiness or vanity; figuratively something transitory and unsatisfactory, often used as an adverb.

Solomon uses repetition to stress or place a huge emphasis on the emptiness and futility of life. 

Verse 2 is a conclusion about life.  This conclusion is echoed in chapter 12, verse 8.  He begins with a conclusion to help us understand what follows in the rest of the book.

This verse teaches the “Doctrine of Vanity”.  Consider the following points:

1.  Human life is like vapour.  Vapour is a substance that is visible but does not endure.

APPLICATION: Nothing in life can satisfy long term.

2.  There is a curse originating from the old creation.  There are two creations, old and new. 

· The old creation is described in Genesis. This is the old sin nature of man.

· The new creation is described in the New Testament, namely the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  As believers in the Church Age we are part of the new creation.

The Old Creation.

The old creation is under the curse of God. In Genesis 1:31 God pronounced His creation as very good.  The curse comes from Genesis 2:17:

“but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

This is the sin unto death.  Sin always leads to death.  God has not overruled this.  Believers still die physically, even though God forgives our sin. God puts our sin onto the cross.  The Lord Jesus Christ paid for our sin unto death, even though He was completely innocent.  God never breaks this link between sin and death even though our sin is forgiven.

APPLICATION:  How can we believe in God when the world is so unjust and growing in evil and suffering?  Look at all the problems we have.  The answer is when the world was first made it was very good.  Man has corrupted and polluted the world.  Man must take the responsibility for the condition of the world, not God.

Genesis 3:19 shows the immediate effect of the curse:

In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken, for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”

This is the development of  “hebel”.  Work is not the curse, it’s the frustration that you get from working, which is the curse.  When you do your work something always happens to frustrate you. When we get frustrated in our jobs, in our personal relationships with other people and in our families, we are experiencing the curse in action.

Genesis 4:1,2 show Adam and Eve experiencing the curse:

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.” 2Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

Adam knew what it was to work in order to eat. He worked hard, by the sweat of his brow. Eve knew the pain of childbirth. She knows now that living in the old creation is really very unpleasant. It’s a curse to live now.  She gives birth to Cain and is excited that she has a son from the Lord, whom she expected to be the Messiah.

In verse 2 she bore again.  So Eve really knows the pain of childbirth!  She names her second son Abel, which is the Hebrew word “hebel”!  She realises the futility and emptiness of their life!  This is what Solomon is emphasising.  “Vanity of vanity.”  This is what life really is!

Note: Abel was a keeper of sheep. The Lord Jesus Christ is the good shepherd.  Eve may have been expecting Abel to be the Messiah but was very disappointed that he wasn’t, especially after experiencing so much pain.  This demonstrates the grace of God in providing Abel with an acceptable offering, rather than Cain whose offering came from his own work and had no blood.  Blood must be shed for the covering of sin. (Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12)

VANITY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

Romans 8:20: “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;”

Futility: mataiote¯s

mat-ah-yot'-ace
figuratively transientness; morally depravity: - vanity.

The Greek word used for futility means figuratively transientness.  It’s the Greek equivalent of “hebel”.  This verse is talking about creation being made subject to the vanity principle.  The doctrine of Sin unto death leads to vanity.  This is the trouble of the world.  We see the curse of Genesis polluting and corrupting the world right now before our eyes. 

APPLICATION:  There is nothing pleasing to man or God in the old creation.  This is one of the greatest principles of the spiritual life.  Only after salvation and being a new creation in Christ can man serve God and find happiness.  Everything from the old creation God regards as vanity.

1 John 2:15-17 is the lesson in Ecclesiastes:

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

These verses are very misunderstood and not appreciated by believers.  These verses don’t say that believers should not enjoy life.  Verse 17 explains verses 15 and 16.  The world (present tense) is passing away.  In other words don’t love the world.  This is the lesson of Ecclesiastes in a nutshell.  Solomon will prove by using case histories that every detail in life from any area in life, passes away right in front of you.

How does a believer do the will of God? By walking in the Holy Spirit.  Believers will be judged by what we have done, for the Lord, with the time He has given us.  

APPLICATION:   Don’t waste opportunities to earn rewards in heaven by running after things in the world that are transient or don’t last.  Believers will only find happiness by walking in the Holy Spirit.

Summary of Doctrine of Vanity:

· There is no enduring stability in the old creation or old sin nature.

· It leads to the curse of sin unto death.

· Vanity refers to the pain of this curse. It is walking in the flesh, separated from God.

The New Creation.

Believers are new creations in Christ. Therefore:

· Stability happens when we receive Christ

· From salvation until death is still a very painful time. (Psalm 90:10, 144:4, James 4:14)

· We are filled with the Holy Spirit, walking in the Spirit, in fellowship with God.

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY

1.  God is able to keep us and bless us (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a) Stand fast in the word 1Corinthians 16:13.

b) Stand fast in our liberty Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c) Stand fast in one spirit (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d) Stand fast in the Lord (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e) Stand fast in doctrine 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. Strength and stability comes in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident. 1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33.

8. God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives. Romans 14:4, Jude 24. 

9. Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it. e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. Profile of the stable believer under pressure 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

How can a believer get so miserable like Solomon?  Ephesians 4:17-19 gives the answer.  However according to Greek syntax the verse order should be verse 18, then verse 17 and verse 19 last.  This will show a cause and effect relationship.

Ephesians 4:18:  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

Key Words: ignorance; Having the understanding darkened; blindness of their heart.

Ignorance = a wilful ignorance.  A person who does not want to know so therefore doesn’t know.  This is a function of the human spirit.  The human spirit is where our consciousness is located.  It guides us and is the location of worship.

“Blindness of their heart” =callousness, to be rubbed or used until you get a hard spot.  This is the effect on the human soul.  The human soul is our volition, personal affections, mentality and bodily affections.

“Having the understanding darkened” =confused thinking. Affects believers and unbelievers.

The Human Spirit keeps unbelievers alive (Romans 1 and 2).  Romans 1 describes epignosis or a total knowledge of God.  We are all born with epignosis.  Its much easier for a child to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ than an adult.  As the unbeliever goes through life their negative volition deadens their God consciousness.  Adults are skilled at living their life as if God does not exist.

How does walking in human spirit (walking in the flesh) affect the human soul?

· The soul’s volition becomes negative (we choose against God)

· Personal affections become important.

· Emotions become unstable; impatient, irresponsible, break promises, given over to power lusts, approbation lusts (appearing “super spiritual”) and material lusts.

· The flesh affects mentality leading to confused thinking, instability, no confidence in absolutes, no discernment and worry.

· Become overruled by human viewpoint like the media.

All of this causes blindness of their heart, callousness in their God consciousness.  God the Holy Spirit must have positive volition for Bible doctrine to enter the human spirit through the mentality of the human soul.

A person is saved when Bible doctrine enters the human spirit (John 16) and convinces them of sin, righteousness and judgment.

(Ephesians 4:17)  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not  as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,

Key Words: vanity of their mind.

This is the result of verse 18.  The mind is empty and confused.  The mind is worried, distracted and occupied with human viewpoint.  Human viewpoint can only produce human good and sin.  Its back to the old creation, which does nothing to please God.  Our efforts to please God come to zero.  Our work results in vanity, nothing enduring.  All we get is frustration.

Now this happens:

(Ephesians 4:19)  Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

Key Words: being past feeling.

This phrase means that the epignosis, or God consciousness, in the human spirit is completely ineffective.  They try to find happiness in the things of the world.  Walking in the vanity of their minds they are on a mad search for happiness.  This is the point of verse 19.  They look for happiness in things and people.  They have multiple partners, they join the right clubs, crave for more money.  They give themselves over to greed and selfish pleasures.  Yet when they finally get what they want they are still unhappy.

DOCTRINES:
HUMAN CONDITION:  NATURAL, CARNAL, SPIRITUAL 

1. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

2. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a) The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b) The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16).

c) At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a) The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b) The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c) He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d) The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a) Deals with human understanding.

b) Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self-pity).

c) Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d) Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e) Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g) Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h) Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i) Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j) Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

THIS IS THE MESSAGE OF ECCLESIASTES.

So in verse 2 Solomon says Vanity of vanities, (emptiness of emptiness).  He is a believer out of fellowship, carnal walking in the flesh.  All he is producing is human good and sin, which is not acceptable to God.

VERSE 3

What profit has a man from all his labour in which he toils under the sun?

KEY WORDS: profit, all his labour, under the sun.

· Profit: means economic profit.  A commercial term in the Hebrew.  The Bible is pro-capitalistic.  What does the profit motive in Scripture mean?  It means you can’t exist without making a profit.  Profit provides you with the means to live.  

Solomon is making an analogy.  He is saying that if you live as a carnal believer, if you live your life focussed on the old creation, there is nothing that can spiritually sustain you.  There is no profit when you live out of fellowship with God.  Life lived without the filling of the Holy Spirit is vain.  We work hard, we get involved in other activities, but there is nothing left over, there is no spiritual profit.

APPLICATION:  Be careful of getting distracted by the “religious rat race”.  You get so involved in attending meetings and getting into committees for various things.  You get so busy that there is no time for spiritual nourishment.  The only spiritual food for your soul is the Word of God.  We must take time every day to study the Word of God in order to make Spiritual Profit.  We can be involved in any activity, but there is no profit.  Man should not live by bread alone but by every word of God (Luke 4:4).  If we fail to study Bible doctrine systematically we will make no profit, and eventually burn out making ourselves useless for God’s work.

· All his labour: Includes all our activity, our jobs, professions, domestic life, hobbies and interests, private and vocational studies.  

Application:  Our objective should be to relate what we do and what we learn to God’s Word.  Our aim should be to develop ourselves intellectually and spiritually as Bible believing Christians.  If we don’t our labour becomes boring and empty, there is no profit.

· Under the sun: This is a most important phrase. It defines the area of discussion of this book.  The emphasis is on the old creation minus God’s Word.  This is life from man’s viewpoint, not God’s.  It is critical to remember this when studying Ecclesiastes.

VERSES 4-7

These verses expand the theme of the Old Creation.  They deal with the frustration to the believer from the Old Creation.

Solomon conducts experiments to find happiness and fulfilment without God.  His first experiment is in the field of science.  He studies the laws of nature.

(Verse 4)  One generation passes away, and another generation comes: but the earth abides forever.
The first half of the verse about generations passing and coming uses Hebrew participles that give the idea of simultaneous occurrences.  In other words there is no stability.  As a generation dies another is being born.  This instability is seen in the “generation gap” a term used to describe the conflict we have experienced between members of different generations.

The phrase “but the Earth abides forever” is the frustration.  Despite all that happens, the earth just keeps on turning.

Man was created to have dominion over creation, yet he now finds that he is on a treadmill.  He is moving but not going anywhere.  The Earth is stable and enduring, man is unstable and temporary.  Man is not as great as he thinks he is!

Man does not like this.  There is no real progress.  One generation goes and another comes, this is all the unbeliever has.  This is a big cause of misery in an unbeliever.  They may be happy on the outside, but on the inside they know their life will end in futility and the world will just keep on going as if they never existed.  There is no permanency.

(Verse 5)  The sun also rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it arose.

This verse shows the monotony of the world.  The sun rises and sets according to certain laws.  It’s a cycle that man cannot break.  Again there is no progress, just monotony.  Monotony is a characteristic of life lived in the flesh, or in the case of a carnal believer, living out of fellowship with God.  

(Verse 6)  The wind goes toward the south, and turns around to the north; The wind whirls about continually, and the wind comes again on its circuits.

Once again Solomon uses the elements of nature, in this example wind cycles, to show monotony.

Scientifically this verse is ahead of its time.  Solomon is describing global wind patterns, which are only visible from satellites.

(Verse 7)  All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; To the place from which the rivers come, there they return again.

First Solomon uses the sun, then wind and now water to show the same old thing.  Nothing changes.

Again Solomon is describing the scientific process, or laws, of evaporation.  There is nothing happening here by chance.  Modern science calls these laws the evaporation cycle.

APPLICATION: If you compare these verses to other writings dated 1000 years BC, you will find false conclusions and superstitions concerning what modern science now call the laws of nature.  This is in great contrast to the accuracy of God’s Word.  Solomon was using these laws of nature to show the futility and monotony of man’s existence in the Old Creation.

The laws of nature are actually God’s Laws of Creation.  Interesting that the results of Solomon’s experiments point to creation and not evolution.

DOCTRINE:

SCIENCE AND CREATION

1. The following are brief comments which support the creationist view of life and confirm the Biblical statements on science. Science supports creation rather than the theory of evolution.

2. Genesis 1 and 2 tell the correct sequence of created matter and life.

3. Atmosphere

a) Carbon 14.  Scientists say that the production of Carbon 14 should reach equilibrium with Carbon 12 when the atmosphere is 40,000 years old. Modern calculations show that Carbon 14 is being produced at 3 1 greater rate than it is decaying. This indicates the atmosphere is less than 10,000 years old. Carbon dating is based on the speed of light which has been found not to be constant but gradually reducing in speed.

b) Helium.  Produced by the action of cosmic rays on the atmosphere the amount of helium present in the atmosphere indicates an approximate age of 10,000 years. No atmosphere 10,000 years ago - no life thus fossils and men are contemporaries.

4. Oceans

Cosmic dust enters the atmosphere at 14.3 million tons per annum. If the earth was 4.5 billion years old the earth should have a dust blanket in excess of 100 feet in depth. This doesn't allow for the greater rate of dust deposit which most scientists believe occurred in ancient times. The dust is not evident. This dust has been subject to rain translating the dust from the land via the new system to the oceans.

a) Nickel.  Assuming that the oceans were initially of absolutely pure water we would expect a certain amount of nickel deposits in the ocean as though somewhat rare on earth nickel is common in cosmic dust. There should be 950 pounds of nickel per square foot of ocean floor if the earth is 4.5 billion years old. The amount of nickel present in the ocean indicates an age of 9,000 years for the ocean.

b) Uranium and Silicon.  Similar readings with uranium and silicon give ocean ages of approximately 10,000 years only.

5. The Earth's Crust

a) Magnetic Field

The magnetic field of the earth has a half life of 1,400 years. This means that 1,400 years ago the magnetic field was twice as strong,  2,800 years ago four times as strong , etc.

By continuing this process back into history by 8000 BC it has been calculated that the magnetic field would be the same as a magnetic star precluding life on the planet. A magnetic star maintains its field by thermo-nuclear reaction.

Projecting forward by 3100 AD the magnetic field decaying at its present rate will collapse causing the Van Allan belt to disintegrate allowing massive radiation of the earth which will end life on this planet. (This excludes divine intervention in the Millennium). The magnetic field is less than 10,000 years old.

b) Earth's Molten Core

The famous scientist Lord Kelvin calculated the heat loss from the molten core of the earth through the earth's crust and showed that the earth was far younger than its estimated 4500 million years. He also estimated the age of the sun as being young.

6. Biology

a) Mules.  Mules are formed by crossing horses and donkeys. Whilst male mules are always infertile, occasionally a female mule can produce offspring. By crossing a male horse with the mule a horse will always result. Similarly a male donkey will produce a donkey. Nature will revert back to its own kind.

b) Cereals.  Hybrid grains can be grown but are generally infertile. With the recrossing of wheat or oats with the hybrid wheat or oats are formed, never the hybrid.

7. Geology

a) The Geological Column according to evolutionary theory ranges from Pleistocene in the Age of Mammals to Pre Cambrian of 570 million years or more. There are 15 subdivisions in this column. Nowhere in the world does the geological column exist in its correct order in nature.

b) In the column Trilobites are in the Cambrian period of 500 to 570 million years. In recent years a fossil of a trilobite has been found with a human sandal print superimposed over it showing trilobites and man coexisted on the earth at the same time.

c) In the Paluxy River, Texas, along the river bed are lines of dinosaur foot prints, foot prints of man and children together with giant foot prints 18" long. (Genesis 6:1-6). Giants in the land.

d) In the Appaluchian Mountains from Maine to Georgia are human foot prints in granite.

e) Supposed "missing links" in humanity.

i) Neanderthal Man is now considered to be modern man. The famous French general Lafayette had a perfect Neanderthal skull.

ii) Cro-Magnon Man had a brain capacity of 1450 cc towards the upper limit of human craniums nowadays which range from 900 cc to 1500 cc. Cro-Magnon had a skull exactly like Charles Darwin.

iii) Piltdown Man, found in East Sussex was found to be an elaborate hoax which fooled the scientific community for over 40 years.

iv) Nebraska Man was created from a tooth. The tooth was eventually identified as a pig's tooth.

v) Java Man was constructed from a cranium and jaw found many metres apart in a gravel bed in Java.

8. Astronomy

a) Jupiter and Saturn both give out 21/2 times the heat received from the sun showing they are young bodies.

b) lo, one of the moons of Jupiter, not only has an atmosphere but has active volcanoes.

c) Titan, the largest moon of Saturn also has an atmosphere. This indicated that the moon is less than 10,000 years old.

d) The rings of Saturn are undulating not smooth. By the gravitational pull of Saturn it is estimated that the rings would have smoothed out completely between 10,000 and 100,000 years.

e) Astronomers agree that comets have a life of no more than 10,000 years. Assuming that comets are not being created this shows a solar system of less than 10,000 years.

f) When the first space ships landed on the moon NASA expected that there would be a 28 mile thick layer of dust of the consistency of icing sugar. NASA spent $1,000 million experimenting for a successful soft landing. When Neil Armstrong stepped on the moon he found the dust on the surface averaged 3" in thickness indicating some 8,000 years in age.

g) Space probes were sent to Mars and Venus to try to find life. Both were unsuccessful.

9. Thermodynamics

a) 1st Law - Energy is neither created nor destroyed. It changes from one state to another - this supports creation.

b) 2nd Law - When changes take place, the structure always becomes less organized, never more complex. Creation confirms this. Evolution is based on the opposite stance of simple systems becoming more organized or complex.

c) This very brief topic shows clearly how science supports the fact of creation rather than the theory of evolution with a likely date of original creation less than 10,000 years ago.

Verses 8 to 11 are man’s reaction to the Old Creation.

(Verse 8)  All things are full of labour; man cannot express it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.

KEY WORDS: full of labour, utter.

“full of labour’:  Solomon is going back to the mentality of the soul.  He has the ability to choose, he has a unique personality, as we all do, and bodily affections.  From a human viewpoint this is all we have. 

“utter”: In Hebrew this means to think through something deeply and talk about it to your self in your mind.  It means to be privately reflective about something. 

APPLICATION:  We need to make time to be quiet and think.  This means that we need to be by ourselves.  One of the signs of walking in the flesh is a constant need to watch TV or listen to the radio or read or ring someone on the phone to hide the feeling of emptiness. It’s almost as though people are afraid of what they might discover about themselves, should they become quietly introspective.  The modern world with all its materialism is a big vacuum cleaner of quiet time.  Believers need quiet time to read and think about the Word of God under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  This can be one of the best and most memorable times of our lives and we don’t miss the things of the world at all.

“the eye is not satisfied with seeing”:  This refers to our physical perception.  If we rely on the things of the world to make us happy and fulfilled we are going to be disappointed and miserable.  People buy a new car and they are happy for a week.  They bungee jump to prove something to themselves, and then look for something else to do. The adrenalin rush and the experience does not last. Everywhere we look we see nothing except monotony.

“nor the ear filled with hearing”: The ear refers to other peoples mentality. We listen to what other people have done, we listen to other people’s knowledge or opinions, but in the end we find it boring or even annoying. In other words nothing is stimulating to us. This is what Solomon discovered after all he had achieved.  Solomon is completely out of fellowship with God and this is how he describes the result; life is completely boring, empty and futile.

APPLICATION:  These verses go part of the way to explain why the modern world has drug problems and suicides.  Despite all the fantastic gadgets and so many forms of entertainment people are so bored they look to drugs to fill the emptiness in their lives. Not just young people but older ones too, even parents!  The media is full of examples of the social problems we have. 

(Verse 9)  That which has been is what will be; that which is done is what will be done; and there is nothing new under the sun. 

Key Word: new “chadash” (khaw-dawsh) means fresh, a new thing; from root word “chadash” (khaw-dash) meaning to be new; causative; to rebuild, renew or repair.

Note that this word does not refer to time, for example, as in something that is recently acquired.

It is with this definition in mind, that the following verses must be studied in order to properly understand what Solomon is saying.

Governments and people today proclaim they are working towards peace and that things will be different. This has been said and attempted before. This is not new, but people today think this is a new idea.

The Lord Jesus said:

 Matthew 24:6  “And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars. See that you are not troubled, for all these things must occur; but the end is not yet.”
There will be war until He comes again.  We as believers need to point as many people to the salvation work of the Lord Jesus Christ as we can.  He is the lifeboat for this sinking world.  All nations can do is prepare for the inevitability of war. 

There is a good commentary to these verses in James 4:1-15; Job 9:25; Ps 39:5

In the final analysis, do we who live in this age of high technology, feel any different about our lives and relationships to others in society compared to preceding generations? Probably not. 

Has modern man advanced morally? No, in fact morals are declining to a level as in Noah’s day where the world had become so evil that it grieved God so much that He was forced to intervene and destroy the whole world by flood. (Genesis 6:5-7:4)  If God did not do this, we would not be here today because man would have self-destructed.  

This is the only possible result of unchecked moral decay.  God was forced to destroy the ancient cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because they had become so polluted and diseased from homosexual behaviour. The destruction was so total that to this day no remnant remains of these cities.  We know that they did exist because of archaeological discoveries of tablets that described and named these cities.  Archaeology confirms what the Bible has told us for centuries. 

Do we live in a peaceful world? We all know that this is really a stupid question. You would have to be insane not to see how more violent the world is becoming.  Why?  Because more and more, man is turning his back on the God of the Bible.  Yet we wonder why the world is becoming more violent, and peace more elusive.  Matthew 24:6,7 records the Lord Jesus Christ as saying there will be wars and rumours of wars, that nation will rise up against nation, and kingdoms against kingdoms and even the natural world will become more violent with famines, pestilences and earthquakes.   

All these things must happen until He returns.  Then and only then, will mankind experience the peace that he has dreamed of and tried to achieve since the fall of Adam. Even unbelievers can see the growing evil.  Just take the time to quietly listen to the conversation of people around us.  People can’t believe what is happening right now.  They are not talking about the latest technological advances.

We as believers know where the world is going and we happily look forward to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. All unbelievers can do is scratch their heads and wonder why and perhaps feel nervous about their future.

This phrase is absolutely true for any time in the old creation.

(Verse 10)  Is there anything of which it may be said, See, this is new? It has already been in ancient times before us. 

The words “See, this is new?” are actually a quotation.  It’s almost as though Solomon is thinking aloud.

In this day and age we pride our civilisation on our technological achievements.  So looking at this verse our initial reaction is “rubbish!”  Solomon would not have written that if he were alive today!  However when you stop and think about it, the Bible proves it to be correct.

There is nothing new in the world, which on the surface seems very strange, especially in the technological age of the 21st century. Except if you know Bible history. How can this be? For example lets look at manned flight. The Wright Brothers succeeded where everyone else failed because they copied the shape of a bird’s wing. That’s what lead to space flight. 

What about modern computer technology? Surely this is new?  The human brain is the most fantastic computer ever devised.  Even today, modern science and medicine must admit that man still does not even understand 10% of how our own brains work. Our brain is still a mystery to us!

Our heart pumps about 10 000 times a day for 70 years without maintenance.  Has man made a pump that can even come close to equalling the heart’s performance?

What about the telephone? Is this new? No, because when one considers the basic idea of communicating over distance it all goes back to the idea of shouting. The idea for the telephone goes back to the need of having to beat drums or send smoke signals or send human messengers. Sure the telephone has revolutionised communication, but the point is we have always communicated.  How we communicate is all that has changed.

What about modern philosophy?  Most of modern philosophy comes from ideas prior to the birth of Christ.  New age ideas, or philosophy, is really old age occultism and eastern religion.

What about air-conditioning?  Surely this is new?  Bees have been using air-conditioning in their hives long before man thought of it.  The temperature inside a beehive is constant regardless of outside temperatures.  Heating and cooling is perfect, they have a perfect system.

All man has done is to notice and copy an idea which has already existed, and then call it an invention.  

APPLICATION: Everything comes from God.

(Verse 11)  There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be any remembrance of things that are to come, by those who will come after.

This verse describes what is really happening in the old creation and we can see this process.  

Our forgetfulness gives us the impression of progress in human history.  This generation has forgotten what other generations have learnt.  This verse is expanded on in Ecclesiastes 2:16

Unfortunately, many ancient transactions have been lost, because they were not recorded.  And of the historical events that were recorded, many of those records were lost or destroyed. And this will always be the case.  It’s happening in our own time.  Corruption, censorship, natural disasters and war all cause loss of records.  How many people have regarded that certain things were their own discoveries, but which may have been recorded long before they were born!

For example, the idea of world government and globalisation.  Has this been tried before? Yes. The first attempt at world government was the Tower of Babel, which was destroyed by The Lord Jesus in Genesis 11.  In fact the conditions for world government to succeed was much better then than now.  At least there were no language or cultural barriers.

Why did God cause the nations?  The nations were to act like quarantine compartments, in that ungodly nations had less chance to affect and pollute other godly nations. He did this to protect us against ourselves, despite knowing that man would reach the point in time where we are right now!  

There will be no enduring peace under a one-world government.  The only peace that can be experienced under such a government is a false and temporary peace enforced by strict and total government controls where no personal freedom will be tolerated. That is where the world is moving right now.

DOCTRINE: 

TOWER OF BABEL

1. MEANING - Babel means confusion.

The tower was build under the direction of Nimrod in Babylon as a tower to reach heaven (Genesis 9:8-10; 11:1-9) The Tower of Babel  had seven stages, each made of different coloured bricks, representing five planets, the sun and the moon. The colours from the base were black, orange, red, gold, yellow, blue and silver.

2. HISTORICAL EVIDENCE OF THE TOWER OF BABEL

Evidence of the Tower of Babel came from all the continents.

a) AFRICA - In Egypt, dating from a few hundred years BC, a Chaldean priest at the temple of Osirus wrote the following:  In the temple it is stated, "It is said that the first men puffed up out of all measure by their strength, despised the gods and reared a tower of prodigious height which is now at Babylon. It had nearly reached the heavens when a wind overthrew the building and the men, who until then had only one language, began from that time to speak different dialects.

b) ARABIA - In Arabia a writer stated that, "Mankind swept together by the winds into a plain afterwards called Babel, was scattered again by the same means." Wind, in context, is speech. They were united by speech at Babel and then divided by speech.

c) CENTRAL AMERICA - A legend tells that one of the seven giants rescued from the deluge (flood) built a great pyramid in Mexico) to storm heaven. The gods destroyed the tower by fire and confounded the builders in their languages.

d) NORTH AMERICA - The Indians had a legend which states, "There was a great flood, many people were drowned. Others took refuge in a great floating building. It eventually grounded on a rock and broke into two pieces. In one half were those who spoke the Indian language, in the other were those who spoke other tongues.

e) EUROPE - In Estonia there is a tradition of the confusion of tongues.

f) AUSTRALIA - The Aborigines have a tradition regarding the diversity of languages.

g) INDIA - The variety of languages are related to a high tower.

h) CENTRAL AFRICA - Livingstone, when exploring Central Africa, found a tradition of a high tower being connected with a diversity of tongues.

3. At the time of Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon was 25 kilometres square. Almost within the city limits was a huge tower, the mightiest ruin in the whole of Mesopotamia. It was on an unburnt brick base with burnt bricks for the tower with bitumen for mortar. The name given to the tower means "the house of the platform of the foundation of the tower between heaven and earth".

4. Hamurabbi the great lawgiver who lived at about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel. He dedicated it to Marduk or Nimrod, the original builder. This tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at his time.

5. In the 3rd century BC Alexander the Great, who was making the world capital Babylon, gave orders to rebuild the Tower of Babel. He died soon after issuing the order.

6. It would be expected that different cultures would have something about the Tower of Babel in their traditions:

a) MESOPOTAMIA - Major cities in the area have stepped towers called ziggarettes. Ziggu is Arabic for remember. These towers are buildings of remembrance. They are always associated with the temples.

b) EGYPT - The oldest pyramids were always stepped pyramids. Most of these buildings were built in seven steps and were a means by which the pharaoh would, at death, be able to ascend into heaven.

c) CENTRAL AMERICA - These are the biggest pyramids ever built, covering 20 hectares. There are 500 pyramids in Yucatan in Mexico.

d) BAHRAIN - Pyramids are attached to the graves of the dead.

e) INDIA - The vast majority of temples have a tower adjacent to the temple called a pagoda. These have seven steps. It is a sacred tower to reach up into heaven.

f) BURMA - In this country are thousands of pagodas.

g) CHINA - In most of the temples they have seven-staged pagodas.

h) TAHITI - When Captain Cook went to Tahiti to observe the transit of Venus, he found a huge coral pyramid. He was told that it was associated with the kings. The kings were mummified and it was believed they went up to heaven through this stepped pyramid.

7. There is a comparison between Babel and the Church.

a) Man commenced in unity at the tower of Babel (Gen 11:1).

The church commenced in unity (Acts 2:1 ).

b) The tower, a great structure, was built using vast resources and human energy. (Gen 11:3-4) They were still of one language (Gen 11:6) but had wrong motivation.

During the period of the early Roman Catholic Church, great structures were built, they had a common language (Latin) and a common unity.

c) There came upon the people a multitude of languages (Gen 11:7-9)

With the Reformation, a multiplicity of churches in native languages spread across the face of the earth.

8. The Tower of Babel represents internationalism. God dispersed the people into different languages and nations.

The antichrist and his system known as "Mystery Babylon" will unite the world politically, religiously and economically.  Jesus Christ will destroy this system at the Second Advent.

NATIONS AND RACES

1. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations (Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8).

2. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:19).

3. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:9).

4. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God (cf. Genesis 11:4,9).  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

5. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully  (1Timothy 2:1-2).

6. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

7. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected:

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts (Romans 13:4).  Capital punishment is an integral part of law enforcement (Genesis 9:6).

8. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing (Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13).

9. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include:

a) Amorites (Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2)

b) Chaldea (Daniel 5).

10. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices (Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14)

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil (Nehemiah 13:23-27)

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people (Genesis 28:1)

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief (Genesis 26:34,35)

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble (Numbers 12:1).

11. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation:

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in (Acts 10:1 -48)

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in (Acts 9:1-16)

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in (Acts 10:1-48)

Everything that has been studied in verses 3 – 11 is completely true “under the sun”.  They are a description of life from an unbelievers view, or a believers experience when out of fellowship and walking in the flesh.

There is only one true new thing under the sun.  The answer is in 2 Corinthians 5:17:
 Therefore if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

Key Word = new : This word “kainos” in the Greek means something that we are not accustomed to or something that is unused.

As in the Hebrew word for new in Ecclesiastes, the word does not refer to newness in time.  The Apostle Paul is saying that at salvation one is new in form and quality, being a different nature from the old.  

Once we are saved, we become a totally new creation in Christ.  Our nature is changed, our form is changed and changed in such a way as being in complete contrast to our old nature and form.  The contrast is like black and white.  

DOCTRINES:

CHRISTIAN LIFE – UNION WITH CHRIST

1. At the point of salvation, every believer in the Church Age is entered into the Body of Christ, and is therefore united with Christ.  Our position is now, "in Christ".

2. The baptism of the Spirit is how we are united with Christ. (Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5) The Holy Spirit places the believer in union with Christ.

3. Union with Christ belongs to the carnal as well as the spiritual believer, to the apostate believer as well as to the mature believer. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

4. Union with Christ protects the believer from divine judgment in eternity. (Romans 8:1)

5. Union with Christ qualifies the believer to live with God forever: Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12) Imputation of God's righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21).

6. Union with Christ is the key to both election and predestination (Ephesians 1:3-6).

7. Union with Christ creates a new creature. (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10) based on who and what Christ is, therefore what grace accomplishes - not what changes we make - at salvation or thereafter.

8. Union with Christ guarantees the eternal security of the believer (Romans 8:38,39).

9. Union with Christ has two aspects:

[a] Past - identification with Christ in His death (Romans 6; Colossians 2:12; 3:3)

[b] Present (and Future) - identification with Christ in His "new resurrection life".

10. Union with Christ implies that the believer shares certain things with Christ:

Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

Righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Election (Ephesians 1:4)

Destiny (Ephesians 1:5)

Sonship (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1,2)

Heirship (Romans 8:16,17)

Sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

Kingdom (2 Peter 1:11)

Priesthood (Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 2:5,9).

11.  Our new position in Christ means we are and must be separated from the world (Ephesians 2:6).

12.  As new creatures in Christ, we have a new ministry as ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17-21, 1Corinthians 3:6, 6:4).

13.  In Christ, we are never alone, (Colossians 3:4, John 17) we have communion with Him, and with His body (other Christians).

14. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit forever- we are in the Father, He is in us  - Ephesians 4:6, we are in Christ, He is in us - John 14:20, Colossians 1:26, we are in the Spirit, He is in us - Romans 8:9.

15. We are members of His body, branches of His vine, living stones of His building, sheep of His fold, part of his Bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

16. The characteristics of union with Christ are six-fold:

It is not an experience - neither emotional nor ecstatic.

It is not progressive - cannot be improved in time or eternity.

It is not related to human merit, ability, or human good. Here are the implications of retroactive positional truth. There is no place in the plan of God for human good.

It is eternal in nature, it cannot be changed by God, angels or mankind.

It is known only through the Word of God.

It is obtained in total at the point of salvation.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  INDWELLING OF CHRIST

1. The prophecy of the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ. (John 14:18-20)

2. There is a distinction between the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ indwells for fellowship (Galatians 2:20), and a sign of the believer's position. (Romans 8:10)

4. In contrast the Holy Spirit indwells to teach, guide, direct, empower and correct. (John 14:26, 16:8-15, Romans 8:11, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

5. The purpose of the indwelling is that the believer may grow in fellowship with the Lord, learning to know and love him more. (Colossians 1:27, Ephesians 3:17-19)

6. We fellowship with the Lord within as we allow the Holy Spirit to teach us through the Word. (John 6:63, 8:31-32, Colossians 3:16)

7. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent even though He may be quenched or grieved, but the Lord Jesus Christ can be locked out of the soul by the presence of sin or a negative attitude towards the Word. (2 Corinthians 13:5)

8. When the Lord is locked out, the Holy Spirit convicts the believer, the believer is miserable, with the Lord knocking at the door for admission. (1 John 1:9, Revelation 3:19-20)

Therefore it is impossible for a believer to find pleasure in the areas of sin in which we did once find pleasure.  This transformation to sin less frequently is not a miraculous, instant transformation.  Especially if we have a habit of sinning in an area of personal weakness for years. 

God’s intention is for us to be conformed to the image of His Son 

Romans 8:29:

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the First-born among many brothers. 

Also believers are instructed not to be conformed to the world:

Romans 12:2: (The Living Bible)

Don’t copy the behaviours and customs of this world, but be a new and different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think.  Then you will learn from your own experience how his ways (God’s) will really satisfy you.  (Happiness comes from living our life according to His Will)

How do we renew our mind?  

2 Timothy 2:15:

Study earnestly to present yourself approved to God, a workman that does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. 

Before studying God’s Word we must obey 1 John 1:9:

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

To renew our mind we need to get right with God and then pray for the teaching and guiding ministry of the Holy Spirit.  It is only by doing this that our soul can begin the journey of developing our brand new nature, received when we were spiritually born again, into the image of The Lord Jesus Christ.

The only person that has not been wiped out by time or man’s memory is the God-Man Jesus Christ.  This is despite all the attacks on the authenticity of his life.  Despite all the attacks on the validity of the Bible and despite attempts by various governments to ban or destroy the Bible over the last 2000 years, God has preserved His Word and the remembrance of His Son, what He did, and is still doing today!

Verses 12-18:

(Ecclesiastes 1:12)  I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.

(Ecclesiastes 1:13)  And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised.

(Ecclesiastes 1:14)  I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind.

(Ecclesiastes 1:15)  What is crooked cannot be made straight; and what is lacking cannot be numbered.

(Ecclesiastes 1:16)  I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained greatness and have gathered more wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem.  My heart has understood great wisdom and knowledge.

(Ecclesiastes 1:17)  And I gave my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly.  I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.

(Ecclesiastes 1:18)  For in much wisdom is much grief; and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.

Basically these verses are Solomon’s explanation of the methods he used to arrive at the results described in verses 1-11.  If we want to, we can use these rules should we feel the need to do the same experiments.  We all have the tendency to disbelieve because of our sin nature.  

Verse Study:

(Ecclesiastes 1:12)  I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.

Key Words: Preacher. Recall that this really means one who brings together or gathers together.  Solomon had unified Israel politically.  He also was a wisdom teacher and he brought people together for Bible class except he taught from his own human wisdom and not the true meaning of God’s word.

Remember also that Solomon was king of a united Israel but was not functioning as king because of his spiritual destitution.

Why repeat the fact he was in Jerusalem from verse 1?  This is repeated to reinforce his assets.  

He could take these experiments far further than any of us ever could.  

Remember that he had a personal spending allowance of around $US40 million per year (or around US$20 million in the early 1970’s) tax free, and that he had another 12 to 15 other sources of tax free income that allowed him to run very, very comprehensive experiments.

· Verse 12 was put in to remind us from verse 1 that Solomon’s experiments were very, very comprehensive.  These were not done in the short term.  He had the means to take things much further than we could ever dream about.

Problem:  note the word “was” king.  Sounds like he wasn’t king when he said it.

There are people who do not believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  Therefore they believe that the Bible was written by man about God and logically has errors.  

This is one of the verses they use to argue against the truth of the Bible.  

Here they say that Solomon could not have written this book because he could not say he was (past tense) king, while still king.  They reason that someone impersonated Solomon and wrote this book about 600/700 years after his death.  On the surface this claim seems to have merit.  However the Bible proves them wrong.

· John 17:4  I have glorified You upon the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.  (This is Jesus praying the real Lords prayer.)

This verse shows how a past tense word can be used by a living person to describe something they are still doing.

“Have finished” is past tense.  Had the Lord Jesus finished the work when he prayed this?  NO!  This work would not be finished for 7 days until He had gone to the cross and had also been resurrected.  The resurrection proves that Jesus’ death was payment in full for everyone’s sins past, present and future.  The wages of sin is death and the Lord Jesus Christ took all our punishment even though He was totally innocent.  Remember that though God forgives sins He does not break the rule that the wages of sin is death.

The judgement of our death for our sins was placed on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Why did the Lord say “have finished” when he hadn’t?  Because he was looking forward to the event.  It is a rule of grammar that the tense of a verb can be used in this way, to address a future audience from a present point in time.  This is called the “aspect” of a verb.

So in verse 12 Solomon is simply writing to address future generations, including us, 3000 years from his time.

Ecclesiastes 1:13  And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all which is done under the heavens. This burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised.

Here we have a load of information about Solomon.

Key Words:

“gave my heart”:  this means a decision, its his choice or volition. No one forced him in his decision.

“seek”:  means to study in depth about something.

“search out”:  means to do a reconnaissance in a horizontal plane.

So we have a 2 dimensional operation.  Solomon is going to study in depth a wide range of things.  He is saying these are the most comprehensive experiments ever done in history.

Solomon actually and personally constructed his own philosophy from these experiments.  It’s a total philosophy which he has recorded in this book.  There will never be another philosophy class like Solomon’s.

How did he do it?  By Wisdom: The word “wisdom” needs to be correctly understood in the light of Old Testament culture.  It is different from our modern understanding.  We generally understand wisdom to mean prudence or having knowledge to judge correctly.

“by wisdom”: chokma^h

khok-maw'  Pronounce as “kark-mar”; wisdom (in a good sense): - skilful, wisdom, wisely, wit.

The original Hebrew word meant technical skill.  What we would just refer to as skill today.  For example, Exodus 28 and 35 regarding the construction of the Tabernacle.  The men who sewed the cloth were so good that they had the “spirit of kark-mar”.  This is saying that God gave these men the knowledge and skill to not only design the Tabernacle but also to build it.  This ruled out human error in its construction. 

Later this word came to mean things which were composed skilfully, such as the psalms, which were songs of wisdom.  In other words the songs were skilfully arranged and so it was described as a wise song.  

After this, wisdom came to mean “teaching attitudes to be successful in life”.  

A person was not considered educated until they had mastered the skills and attitudes needed to be successful in life.  They did not care how much mathematics you learned or how academic you were.  The Old Testament Israelite entered adulthood when they had learned “kark-mar” which covered qualities like how to get along with authorities, how to get along with the Lord and other people by knowing and applying Bible Doctrine.  Compare this with our concept of education and what makes an adult today!

So “by wisdom” means that Solomon’s experiments are skilful and real ie pertinent to real life.  His experiments are not “pie in the sky”, laboratory controlled or tested on rats type experiments.  

· He actually rolls in the mud of worldly pleasures.  And has a good old roll at that!

· His experiments are thought through with the greatest of care.  

· He indulges in pleasures with great control.  He does not become an alcoholic for example.  Why?  How else is he going to report back with his findings?  

· He must keep control to keep notes and file the results for future generations.

“all which is done under the heavens.”: refers to the works of men.

‘This burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised.”

Solomon is describing the search as burdensome.  Solomon is going to do a reconnaissance patrol, (search out), stop somewhere and then do an in depth study (seek).  Then he will go somewhere else and do the same, and so on.  Now this may sound like fun to us, but to Solomon it was “burdensome” or a sorrowful occupation.  For him it resulted in nothing but frustration.  It was nothing but agonising frustration the whole way.

Then notice that he blames God for this: “God has given to the sons of man”

Solomon is showing his carnality here.  Whenever things go wrong God gets the blame.  

I have thrown up my hands and thought “God why me??”  What did I do to deserve this?  Why do I have these problems?  Why am I suffering like this?  It’s all your fault!

Now the Bible tells us that this is wrong thinking.  In Genesis 1:31 we are told that when God finished the creation it was very good.  It was perfect.  All the physical, biological and spiritual decay comes directly from the fall (Genesis 2:17).  We live in a fallen world but the point is it wasn’t fallen when it left God’s Hand!  When Adam and Eve chose to disobey God then the world became fouled up.  This is why we have the search in verse 13.  The search was caused by man becoming negative towards God and dropping the whole world into catastrophe, disorder and chaos.  This includes biochemistry, physics as well as spiritual principles.

What does this mean?  It means that Solomon is ignoring human responsibility.  This is one of the trademarks of this book.  Frequently you will see the phrase “and God has…..”.  Be careful when you read such phrases.  It’s easy to misinterpret.  

It’s easy to think, “oh did God do that?”  Remember the kind of book you are reading in the light of Solomon’s carnality.  This is very important.

If you are thinking, you could point out that God is ultimately in control of the world and the whole universe.  So the fall is his fault.  

God could have stopped it, but He didn’t.  Why?  Because God does not interfere with our volition.  

He puts volition before happiness.  God puts personal responsibility over and above personal happiness.  If God’s first goal was happiness, he could make everyone happy by wiping out volition.  

Our suffering and pain is caused by our God given ability to choose.  God, by giving us free will, has allowed us to make mistakes, resulting in pain and suffering so that we learn responsibility.  God wants us to be responsible creatures.

DOCTRINE:

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

The good news is that He has provided a way out of our suffering by the saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All we have to do is believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins.  In other words, we don’t have to suffer.  I have met people who are not happy unless they are having some type of personal crisis.

What are we seeing now in 2004?  Man is trying to get rid of pain and suffering by getting rid of volition.  

We are now seeing more and more government intervention and more and more laws being made to restrict personal freedom and thought.  

We now have political correctness.  

We now have more compassion and sympathy for the criminal resulting in more injustice for the innocent.  And it is becoming more and more out of step in the world to be a true, Bible believing Christian.

So it’s not true that God has given us this burdensome task.  So now we come to the next part of verse 13.

“they may be exercised.”  Exercised means occupied.  

What does it mean that man is continually occupied to search?

The answer is the Doctrine of Heathenism.  What is this Doctrine all about?

God has designed the environment so that no person can escape Him.  Because God is Sovereign He will arrange things in our life so that we must confront our God consciousness.  He will put people in our path from time to time and He will allow events to happen that will cause us to think about our spiritual heart disease.  He designs world history and personal history to annoy and irritate you into thinking about Him.  (Romans 1:18ff; Acts 17:28ff)  God’s Sovereignty = keeps after people.

Then our God consciousness will reach a point where our free will is tested by two questions: 

· At the point of God consciousness- Do I want a relationship with God?

· At the point of hearing the Gospel- Do I want to be saved?

· IT is God’s desire that everyone will be saved (2 Peter 3:9).

· HE promises that every generation will be evangelised (Isaiah 51:8b)

· IF anyone desires a relationship with God, He will reveal himself to them (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17 and others).

Christ died for ALL members of the human race.

The creation points people anywhere to God.  The creation is a constant reminder that there must be a God and this is what develops God consciousness.

In short the application of God’s character of being perfectly just, righteous, all knowing, all powerful, all love etc will make it impossible for anyone when they reach the Great White Throne Judgement to claim they were not given a chance to hear the gospel and be saved.

This is the whole point.  Salvation must satisfy God’s Justice and Righteousness.

If man is to have fellowship with God it must be on God’s terms.

John14:6: Jesus said to him, I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father but by Me. 

Acts 4:12: And there is salvation in no other One; for there is no other name under Heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 

What are God’s terms? The work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.  This is the truth pure and simple.  If anyone has an issue with that they should take it to God and not to another man to justify.  God will surely deal with it.

God is also pure Love.  Although God had no choice but to condemn the whole human race with the fall of Adam, He has also provided in total for every member of the human race.  What has He provided?

Unlimited Reconciliation 2 Corinthians 5:18-19: And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 

2Co 5:19 whereas God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and putting the word of reconciliation in us. 

Notice the words THE WORLD that includes believers and unbelievers!  In other words He has made TOTAL provision for salvation for EVERY member of humanity!

Unlimited Redemption 2 Peter 2:1  But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who secretly will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing on themselves swift destruction. 

Here UNBELIEVERS are bought by the blood of Christ.  Through His love God has provided the means of salvation for every member of the human race.

Unlimited Propitiation: What is propitiation?  Propitiation means that God’s Holy Character is satisfied.  (Mercy Seat, Ark of Covenant, Day of Atonement, High Priest, entered Holy of Holies in Tabernacle twice, bowl of blood 1for his sins and 1 for sins of the people, sprinkled blood on Mercy Seat = God’s Righteousness and Justice satisfied.

1 John 2:2  And He is the propitiation concerning our sins, and not concerning ours only, but also concerning the sins of all the world. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Propitiation not just for our sins but also for the ENTIRE world.

This is why no person will be able to claim that they were not given a chance to hear the Gospel at the Great White Throne Judgement. (Rev 20)

God will constantly pester us to make us aware of the Gospel issue.  How will everyone hear the Gospel?  What about babies and those with mental disabilities?

2 Samuel 12:23  King David’s first son to Bathsheba is automatically saved by Atonement of LJC.

How will everyone else hear the Gospel?  Jeremiah 29:13

And you shall seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

John 7:17  If anyone desires to do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it is of God, or I speak on My own authority.(LJC)

In other words if anyone wants to hear God is obligated to get information to that person.

Example: Cornelius in Acts 10 and 11.  Cornelius was a godly unbeliever.  He recognised that God existed (had God consciousness), he recognised that he had a problem and he recognised that he needed someone to save him.  But he did not know the Gospel. He had not heard so he was not saved.  Cornelius did the intelligent thing and asked God for information.  God organised Peter and other believers to go and witness to Cornelius.  As soon as they had finished giving the Gospel, Cornelius believed immediately because he was prepared.  

We should be aware that God might pick us to evangelise someone who had been prepared the same way Cornelius was.  Another example is Peter Moses’ witness to the old lady in the Ukraine.

This is heathenism and this is what is meant by “This burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised.”

DOCTRINE

HEATHENISM AND GOD CONSCIOUSNESS 

1. Three systems of human understanding:

a) Empiricism - understanding through experimentation and observation.

b) Rationalism - understanding through logic and reason

c) Faith - believes an established fact as the basis of reality.

2. Faith is the only means of understanding which does not rely on our own abilities - there is no earned merit in faith. Therefore, everybody, even a young child, is able to believe.

3. Faith is compatible with God and grace - God provides, we trust Him and accept. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

4. God Consciousness:  The existence of God:

a) Religious

i) God must exist because man universally believes in his existence.

ii) In this case the human mind establishes faith as the criteria for reality.

iii) Men do seek after God. (Psalm 42:1-2, Acts 17:27)

b) Moral

i) Man possesses a conscience with the urge to choose right over wrong.

ii) Human recognition of virtue and truth. The ultimate virtue - God.

c) Rational

i) The human mind possesses the idea of a Perfect and Absolute Being, therefore such a being must exist.

ii) In this case, the mind uses rationalism for reality.

d) Design

i) Structure of the universe demands a designer (Romans 1:19,20)

ii) In this case empiricism is the criteria for reality.

e) Cause and Effect

i) The law of cause and effect demands the existence of God.

ii) This is process of rationalism plus logic.

5. The reaction to God consciousness:

a) When man becomes conscious of God he then exercises his freewill.

b) Acceptance - desire to know God and have fellowship with God.

c) Rebellion - no interest in fellowship with God. SNOWFLAKE

d) Once a person reaches God consciousness and has no desire for fellowship with God, God has no further obligation to that individual.

e) In the case of acceptance, God is responsible to provide gospel information on which to be saved. (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, Acts 17:27, Luke 11:9)

6. Heathenism:  What about the people who have apparently never heard the Gospel?

a) Application of Divine Character

i) Since God is perfect justice it is impossible for Him to be unfair to any member of the human race.

ii) God promises that every generation will be evangelised. (Isaiah 51:8b)

b) Application of Unlimited Atonement

i) Christ died for all members of the human race. (2 Corinthians 5:14,15,19, 1 Timothy 2:6. 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

ii) Therefore obviously God desires salvation for everyone. (2 Peter 3:9)

c) Application of Divine Sovereignty

It is God's will that all members of the human race be saved. (2 Peter 3:9)

i) If people are not saved, it is because of their own rejection of Christ as Saviour, not because of God.

d) Application of the Principle of God Consciousness 

i) Human free will is tested in the two areas in which a decision must be made.

At the point of God consciousness - Do I want a relationship with God?

At the point of gospel hearing - Do I want to be saved?

ii) If anyone desires relationship with God, God will reveal Himself to them (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, John 4:9,10, Acts 17:27).

Man has the ability to arrive at God consciousness through observing creation. (Romans 1:20, 21)

When a person reaches the point of God consciousness, he becomes accountable to God. This age varies with cultures, languages and circumstances.

7. From the above it is obvious that any person can come to a saving knowledge of God.

God has so set up history and our lives that we will be continually occupied.  Often the people who appear all happy and go lucky on the outside are actually very miserable and have no peace on the inside when you get to know them.  They are like this because God is continually after them asking if they want to choose Him.

(Ecclesiastes 1:14)  I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, indeed, all is vanity and grasping (literally chasing) for the wind.

This is Solomon’s result from verse 13.  Here it begins to give the conclusion gained from verses 2 –11.

Example of Application:

All our technological advances (works done under the sun) have made our lives very comfortable. Indeed in the area of medicine I am glad to be alive today and not been ill 100 years ago.  Especially in the area of anaesthetics!

However we also see a dark side to our medical technology.  Now man is playing at being God.  

· The medical technology exists for human cloning.  

· We have artificial insemination.  The first “test tube” babies are now young adults.  How do they feel about themselves?  

· Human embryos can be frozen and be used as a “spare parts” bin in the future.  

· We have abortion and euthanasia.  

Medical technology and moral values now meet head on.  Have we increased our knowledge of wisdom or philosophy or God’s moral values since Solomon lived 3000 years ago?  Do we have the wisdom to correctly and morally use this technology.

What is the source of our wisdom and philosophy?  Surely it must be the education system.  The education methods today are different to when I went to school.  My parents were taught differently to me.  Modern education experts have declared that past methods was a waste of time.  

Some parents today think the same of current education methods.  I see a generation of school children who are more rebellious, violent and sexually immoral than in preceding generations.

One thing seems certain.  Man cannot know God by wisdom or philosophy.  

Knowledge of God comes only through revelation when we genuinely seek and search Him out.  A study of philosophy generally leads to pessimism, not to God.

Education does not solve the problem of a sinner who is alienated from God.  Education, philosophy or advances in technology cannot change or correct our old sin nature.

It does not take much to see that what Solomon says is absolutely true.  If we are honest with ourselves we have to admit that there has been no improvement in philosophy and wisdom, and moral values are actually declining!  

Most importantly, the great and wonderful advances in technology do not satisfy the heart.  Inside we are still empty.

Verse 15: What is crooked cannot be made straight; and that lacking cannot be numbered. 

What is Solomon referring to here?  When I first read this verse it made me scratch my head.  Here, he is developing and explaining the concept of what vanity means from verse 14.

In fact Solomon is speaking about the lack of justice in the world.  He is talking about man’s idea of justice, not God’s.

The word “crooked” means something that is always short of God’s absolute standards.

EXAMPLE:  Job 8:3  Does God pervert judgment? Or does the Almighty pervert justice?

Pervert  = to make crooked in the original Hebrew.  In other words to bend a standard or to compromise.  (Re-read verse with make crooked).

Other examples: Lamentations 3:9 and Amos 8:5.

“That which is crooked (something that is unjust) cannot be made straight, and that lacking (again refers to lack of justice in society, with individuals and personally) cannot be numbered. (Solomon says that injustice is so prevalent and common that he cannot count it!).

So if you think that injustice is something which has just been around in your lifetime, think again.  Injustice has always been around since the fall.  Man is incapable of being just.  People now have no faith in our legal system.  Even unbelievers are concerned about the lack of justice handed out by the courts to the murderer of one of their family members.

Cannot be made straight = Solomon is making a statement that many people today may find offensive.  He is actually saying that man is completely incapable of being just.  There are people today, usually referred to as “activists”, who want to correct some form of injustice thinking that once they win, the world will be a better place forever. It can be any social issue you care to name.  Solomon is categorically saying they are wrong in their thinking.

For example: slavery is alive and well under the name of “human trafficking”.  What happened since Christopher Columbus first discovered the New World, which is actually modern day Haiti, is still here!  The activists who saw the injustice of slavery and fought very hard to stop it, thought they succeeded.

Man will never bring in social justice by human means.  WHY? Because selfishness and greed will always motivate man.  Even if some injustice is corrected, it will only be a matter of time before some one, who is driven by selfishness and greed, will pervert it again using some form of manipulation. (Usually psychological)

Australian society is becoming less tolerant of Christianity as time passes, even though Australia is supposed to support free speech.  Unfortunately, don’t expect the situation to improve as the spiritual battle heats up.

Verses 16 –18.

These verses summarise the chief points of verses 12 –15.  Solomon does this sometimes and you need to know, and be able to identify this structure, to properly interpret the book.

He announces the whole story or report first, and then goes back and reviews the main points.  So in verses 12 –15 he gives the complete report and in verses 16 – 18 he summarises the chief points and goes through certain details.

Verse 16: I communed with my heart, (this relates to the start of verse 14) saying, “Look, I have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem.  My heart has understood great wisdom and knowledge. (Meaning that he has seen a lot of wisdom and knowledge in his day.)

Verse 17: And (this is a result statement) I set my heart (decided by his own choice as in verse 13) to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind. 

“To know” is a verb and in Ecclesiastes frequently takes two objects.  In this case wisdom is the first object.  Then you see another ‘to know”.  This in the Hebrew grammar should be translated as a noun, in this case “knowledge”, which is the second object.

Therefore we need to read the verse like this:

“I decided to know wisdom and knowledge that they are madness and folly.”

Madness and folly are synonyms for vanity again.  

Madness in the Hebrew (from Halal=car-lel, shouting, confusion, craziness).

Folly = foolishness.  Used in the Old Testament when prophets would make a prophecy and the prophecy was false.  The prophecy was ineffectual or was just a lot of hot air.

What is Solomon’s result?  After all the years he spent doing his experiments, his in depth studies in all areas of life, all he found was craziness and hot air.  It was all totally ineffective and unreal.  This is the main point of verse 17.

Verse 18: For in much wisdom is much grief; and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow. 

This is actually a quotation from a proverb that Solomon picked up.  Probably today we would compare this with the saying “ignorance is bliss.”  

Have you noticed that the more you know, the more problems you have?  

When we were children we were happy most of the time because we didn’t know anything!  As an adult we know a lot more, we have more problems and look wistfully at children playing and having a fun time blissfully ignorant of the chaos around them!

Solomon did not live with machines, or foresee the Industrial Revolution or our Modern Information age.  He did not have to talk to computers (for A press 1, for B press 2 etc) wade through emails or talk to answering machines but his statement is right on the button!

How should a spiritual Christian look at this?  Firstly, this does not apply to God’s Word.  The more we study and increase our working knowledge of God, the more happiness we will have.  The emphasis is on applying Bible Doctrine in our daily lives.

We can choose at any given moment to be spiritual or carnal.  Or as we have learnt from Romans 6 we can choose which master we will serve at any given moment, either the Lord Jesus Christ or our old sin nature.

· If we choose to be carnal we operate in the energy of the flesh.  Our choices become negative, our personal affections become drawn to the things of the world, and our mentality becomes confused.

This results in a quenching and grieving of the Holy Spirit, or in other words, the influence of God’s Holy Spirit is restricted in our lives.

Grieving the Spirit. (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

Quenching the Spirit. (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out)

· If this happens then all we can produce is human good and personal sin.  Human good has no eternal value in the eyes of God.  It doesn’t count and we lose eternal rewards.

If we choose to be Spiritual the opposite happens.  

· The Holy Spirit causes our volition to become positive.  

· When our volition is positive we become stronger Christians.  We have determination and persistence so when the bad times set in we stay positive relying on God’s guidance and strength to carry us through.  In other words we become more and more emotionally stable.  

· Our personal affections are not for things of the world, but for things of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are now living in the Word, studying and applying Bible teaching in our daily lives.  We have a relaxed mental attitude.  We become more effective for God’s service.

Now we will just quickly go through these verses and see what should be the attitude of a spirit filled believer in contrast to either a carnal believer or an unbeliever.

Verse 13: And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all which is done under the heavens. This burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised.

As spirit filled believers we should be searching out the things of God.  We should be praying daily looking for His Will for our lives.  Not searching out things on Earth.  Learning about God and what He has done for you by studying His Word, searching for and being in His Will for our lives is not burdensome or heavy work.

Just the opposite.  The happiest and most fulfilling moments of my life have been from Bible study and then attempting to apply the lessons in my daily life.  As you grow closer to Jesus Christ then you start to experience true happiness.  Do you know that we have around 7000 promises we can rely on from God’s Word?  You can change your circumstances by trusting the Lord Jesus Christ and He will change your circumstances using His power, not yours.

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 1 prayed that every Ephesian believer would have the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him and that you would comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and the height and the depth.

This is not a prayer just for the Ephesians or for Bible academics, but for ALL believers, including us in this day and age.  God will provide spiritual IQ and understanding so that we can comprehend things about Him.  Paul would not have prayed this if he didn’t think it would be answered.  He prays that EVERY saint would know the counsel of God.

However, most people are playing the “keep up with the Joneses” game and are finding exactly what Solomon said they would, its all a waste of time and empty.  People would much rather pretend to be happy than let you know what they REALLY feel on the inside.

Verse 14  (Ecclesiastes 1:14)  I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind.

Now, if you are actively seeking God’s will for your lives and you are studying His Word, what will you see?  Will you see all the works of men and get depressed like Solomon?  No.  This is where we apply the lessons from Romans 6.  

We should be getting up in the morning and choosing God as our master and asking Him what does He want us to do to serve Him.  

If you choose positively for God like this, what you will see is God the Holy Spirit working on you as a new creation.  

Remember that when you accepted the Lord Jesus Christ you crucified your old self on the cross and God made you a new creation.  

That is why Jesus said you must be born again (John 3:3-7)  You will EXPERIENCE God working in your life changing it for the better!  

You will start to develop the fruits of the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22,23.  

Notice that fruit trees don’t bear fruit straight away.  It may take 2-5 years.  The principle here is don’t expect a miraculous, immediate transformation.

(Ecclesiastes 1:15)  What is crooked cannot be made straight; and what is lacking cannot be numbered.

As a spirit filled believer you can’t say this either.  Just try to remember what your life was like before Christ.  Some of you may have accepted Christ at a young age and don’t know what life for an unbeliever is like.  Its tragic to be spiritually blind, just like it is to be physically blind.  Therefore eternal destiny becomes the question here.  Only when a person recognises that they are a sinner in need of a Saviour and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, then and only then, can the crooked be made straight.  God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ is the only answer to all of the problems in the world today.  You will see some one whose life is a mess accept Jesus and see how their life turns around and improves.

Choose Jesus and God promises righteousness and the gift of eternal life with Him in Heaven.  Reject Jesus and you can say hello to eternal separation from God your creator in the Lake of Fire with no-one to blame but yourself.  And, the master you served here on Earth, Satan, will join you.

What about the second part of this verse?  Do you think God and His Omniscience don’t know everything about you, your life and the problems of the world?  God is keeping a tally of all the injustice and evil.  Nothing escapes Him and the time is fast approaching when He will judge and punish.

All the unbeliever has is despair because they think that all the suffering and injustice in the history of the world is for nothing and is meaningless.  

That’s what you have when you don’t have Righteous Judgement.  

Think about the families who go to court to see the drunk driver who killed their son or daughter or mother or father escape with a fine and loss of licence for so many months.  Society doesn’t blink an eye, but God will add it to His list of evils to be judged.

God has a perfect record of every sin and He will not be mocked.  He arranged for the cross as payment in full for all sin.  One day every unbeliever will have to stand before God and tell him why they should have eternal fellowship with Him.

Their rejection of the cross (that paid for their sins) and the substitution of their own works will send them to the Lake of Fire.  Rejection of Jesus Christ’s work of salvation on the cross is the one unpardonable sin.

(Ecclesiastes 1:16)  I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained greatness and have gathered more wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem.  My heart has understood great wisdom and knowledge.

(Ecclesiastes 1:17)  And I gave my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly.  I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.

(Ecclesiastes 1:18)  For in much wisdom is much grief; and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.

If as a Christian you see life as per verses 12 – 18 then you need to be smart enough to realise that this is not how God designed life to be lived.  If you have trusted in Jesus as your Lord and Saviour you need to start feeding your soul with Bible study and allowing God the Holy Spirit to develop you as a new creation.

If you are an unbeliever the good news for you is that you don’t have to accept life like this either.  Jesus Christ died for you and He is the only answer to your problems.  You don’t have to join a church or stand in front of a crowd.  All you have to do is recognise that you are a sinner in need of a saviour, and in the quietness of your heart, accept Jesus as your Saviour and put your trust in Him, and not trust man’s wisdom or the ways of the world any more.  This is God’s road map to true, everlasting happiness.
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