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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 3

INTRODUCTION

These verses are Solomon’s second report.  He builds on the philosophy from Chapter 2.  This could be titled “Man’s position in the Universe”.  Solomon is trying to find happiness in fatalistic philosophy.

He describes the position of non-christian people or a christian who is out of fellowship.

Solomon anticipated modern Western philosophy 3000 years ago.  Modern philosophy began around 600 BC in a place called Milesia.  They relied on human intellect and experience to arrive at a philosophy that was according to there thinking, absolutely true.  This is known as rationalism where the possibility of supernatural phenomena is ignored.

Solomon found that philosophy resulted in despair.  Man has given up all hope to ever finding answers for life based on his own reason.  This is what makes Ecclesiastes such a remarkable book.  King Solomon who lived 3000 years ago discovered, tried and concluded 3000 years of Western thought into his own lifetime!  He was a brilliant man, a genius.  He was also the greatest carnal out of fellowship believer that ever lived!  

CHAPTER 3
Solomon, as the fatalistic philosopher writes:

3:1  To every thing there is a season, a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

Solomon suddenly begins to think in terms of time.  He enters philosophy by using empirical observation.  That means it is based on observation and experiment, not on theory.  However we will see that he ends up a rationalist, relying on his own reasoning and mental attitude.

KEY WORD
Purpose:  Refers to daily life activities such as eating, sleeping, working and relaxing.  For every purpose or activity there is a time.  It does not mean that there is a certain time to do something.  For example at 3 o’clock I will read the newspaper, or at 9 pm I’ll watch TV. Solomon is saying that in the design of the universe certain things appear at certain times and other things disappear at other times.  

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Today we would use the saying “what will be, will be!”  In our terms, the universe is one gigantic computer where God programs every activity.  

It also means that history repeats itself in cycles.  Solomon’s philosophy is that humanity is locked into these patterns and that our existence is determined by fate.  

NOTE: In verses 1-8 Solomon lists 28 activities that encompass all the activities of life.  Number for the world is 4 x God’s perfect number 7 = 28.  The list has 14 positives and 14 negatives, which cancel out to zero symbolizing Solomon’s philosophy of the futility and emptiness of life.  (Believer’s Bible Commentary, W. MacDonald, page 890.)

Verses 2-8 are descriptions of human activity through life.  He is looking at the whole of humanity, not what individuals should do.  The whole universe as one well arranged and designed machine.  Every piece of the machine has a purpose and a function.  

We have to understand the relationship between Solomon and the Greeks, which may sound strange considering that Solomon lived about 500 years before the well known Greek philosopher Plato.

Yet Solomon did in his lifetime what the first Greek philosophers began, and also experienced the results of humanistic Greek philosophy, the same results that we see today.

The 3 step cycle:

Step 1:  

In verses 1-8 Solomon affirms that the universe is orderly.  Solomon got this knowledge from the Word of God.  Remember, Solomon was trained by his father King David, one of the greatest believers who ever lived.  Solomon knew that God created everything; therefore everything has a purpose and a function.  This was divine revelation from God, not something that Solomon perceived from his own experience or intellect.  

History shows us that a strange thing happened around 586BC.  At this time a great group of philosophers, the Milesians, also hit on the idea that the universe was orderly.  History books can’t explain why they started, all they say is that something happened at this time to cause the idea that the universe was orderly.  

Step 2.  

These Greek philosophers began to reason that if the universe was orderly, then they could find it out and understand it using their own reason.  They assumed they could discover truth with their own mind.  This is what modern philosophers call rationalism.  Every ancient civilization up to this point explained the universe using Gods.  The Egyptians didn’t have it, nor did the Canaanites, nor the Amorites, nobody did.  

So the mysterious question is why all of a sudden the new idea?  Why the sudden about face on approximately 2500 years of superstition?  One answer that has been proposed is that the home city for the Milesians (see notes in Chapter 2:20), called Miletus, had about 45 colonies that traded extensively with other nations including Israel.  Miletus was located south of Ephesus on the west coast of modern day Turkey.  It could be that they found this idea from Solomon’s writings in the wisdom schools of Israel.  This would have been the only place, at this point of history, that affirmed the notion of an orderly universe.  

What is the point of the history of philosophy?

APPLICATION:  The whole of western thought basically originates from the revelation of God.  This is where the concept, or assumption, of an ordered universe started.  It is only in the Bible, God’s Word, where we are told that in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  (Genesis 1:1).  Therefore there is order in the creation.  This is Divine Revelation.  There is no way that man, using his own limited intellect or experience, could have discovered this concept on his own!  This is a base for the rest of man’s investigation.  

Other examples of Divine Revelation:

· Job 37:7.  Man’s fingerprints are unique.  They are sealed by God.

· Job 26:7.  The Earth is suspended in space.  How could have Job known that?

· Job 38:14.  That the earth is a revolving globe and also Isaiah 40:22 (circle of the earth).  Hebrew word translated as circle means sphere or globe.

· Job 38:31.  Speaks of star clusters by name, Pleiades, Orion and the planet Arcturus which moves at a phenomenal speed as stated in verse 32.  God asked Job if he could guide it!  Early astronomers thought this planet was stationary!

· Ecclesiastes 12:6.  Identifies major organs.  The silver cord is the spinal chord.  This is sung in the closing hymn Saved By Grace”.  The golden bowl means the skull including the internal membrane which contains the brain!  The broken pitcher and wheel refers to the lungs, the circulatory system and the heart functioning as a pump.  How could King Solomon have known these medical facts without the help of modern technology?

Ecclesiastes was written 3000 years ago.  Job 3000 years ago and maybe a bit longer.

These are all facts that could not have been identified with man’s own rationale and observations.

DOCTRINE: REVELATION

God's purpose is that man should know Him and therefore respond to God in honour and worship motivated by love. In the written word we have the living word revealed. It all centres on knowing God, which is in turn based on Revelation.

1. The source of the knowledge of God is God himself. Human experiences and even religious experiences are not reliable in the accurate presentation of God. The Bible is what is sure of God's viewpoint and information about God. Any experience must be tested against the Bible. Romans 1:18‑32 reminds us that man is fallen and that man's view of life is warped by the fallen state. However anyone who has lived on the earth has sufficient evidence from nature of the existence of God. Even with this evidence however most men will reject or distort the truth because they do not want to know Him. Fallen men will create his own god, which he can manipulate. What Paul is talking about is general revelation, which is available to all. 

2. There is however specific revelation, which is the personal confrontation of man through the prophets, teachers and pre eminently through the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who accept general revelation will receive specific revelation.

3. It is progressive, that through the history of man God has revealed more and more about Himself.

4.God does not reveal Himself that people might know Him but for them to get into a relationship with Him.

5. Four factors that are prerequisites to the knowledge of God:‑

[a] God initiated the process. Where was the creator, God came to man in the garden.

[b] God gave language in order that he might be able to communicate with fellow man and also with God. This is an area which causes a lot of trouble with the thinking evolutionist.

[c] Man was created in the image of God with free will, a mind that can think. Man is able to think in a rational way. Even though man is subject to total depravity. This means that you are unable to save yourself. However man is still fashioned in the likeness of God and is not totally depraved in that sense. We still have a mind, a will and a conscience even though it is a violated one.

[d] God gave the Holy Spirit to convict the unbeliever and convert the repentant. John 16:8‑11

6. Paul in Acts 17:22‑31 gave a message about general revelation in creation, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Bible as well as a couple of Greek poets, to show the Greeks that even their poets recognised general revelation. What Paul is relying on to effect their salvation is the work of the Holy Spirit. He is relying on specific revelation as the first Christian in Athens. You have an unknown God. Paul said. He was going to show the real God through the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of those in the audience believed and were saved. There was a mixing of general and specific revelation as there were those who believed. You have to meet the pagan where they are with general revelation.. You move from general to specific revelation, from where they are to where the Cross is. This challenges the unbeliever. General revelation does not prove anything to anyone who does not want to know. It is however the basis of just condemnation of the unbeliever. In the end all will recognise God and He will get all the glory.

7. General Revelation

[a] His Glory Psalm 19:1

[b] His power to work in creating the universe Psalm 19:1

[c] His supremacy Romans 1:20[d] His divine nature Romans 1:20

[e] His providential control of nature Acts 14:17

[f] His goodness Matthew 5:45

[g] His intelligence Acts 17:29

[h] His living existence Acts 17:28

8. Results of General revelation.

[a] God's grace is displayed

[b] To give weight to the case that God exists

[c] To justly condemn rejecters.
However, King Solomon when out of fellowship with God, and 500 years later the Greek philosophers, made the wrong assumption that they could investigate and understand order in the universe excluding God and using the order of their own rationalism.  Today we call this science, or scientific investigation.  

At this point man made the mistake of rejecting Divine Revelation.  Man put his own reason above the Word of God.  Solomon demonstrated this in Chapter 2 verse 13 and 14.  He quotes a proverb from the scriptures and look at what he did to it.

Verse 13.  Then I saw that “wisdom exceeds folly as light excels darkness.”  

Verse 14.  He quotes another proverb; “the wise man’s eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.”
Then he gives his opinion about the truth of these proverbs.  “Yet I myself perceived that the same event happens to them all”.  He says my mind and reasoning disagrees with these proverbs, so they must be wrong.  The Greeks followed Solomon’s way of thinking 500 years later.

Step 3.

Verse 11(b): “no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.”

Now he comes full circle.  

· 1st idea: There is order in the universe.  Starts optimistically thinking he can scientifically investigate and understand order.  

· 2nd idea: If there is order I can know it using my own intelligence.  The scientific experiments exclude the Word of God.

· He spends many years experimenting with all known ways to come to a philosophy to finding happiness in life.  All he found was misery and emptiness and spiritual pain.  He found out that he could not find a philosophy about life.  So he gives up in total despair and concludes that man can’t know the order.

There is a very valuable lesson here for all people.  The lesson is that you will never, never ever come to a true philosophy of life using your own mind, human research, natural reasoning or experience.  It’s mission impossible.  All you will achieve is a few opinions or views.  You will never achieve complete truth.  The only absolute truth you will ever find is in God’s Word.  

APPLICATION:  Modern idea is that Bible study has nothing to do with education.  If you could only choose one, which one would it be?  If you study the Bible you will also get an education.  You will learn how to read, how to do maths, learn about history, learn skill at living a successful life and learn truth.  A secular education may give you knowledge, but you won’t learn true knowledge and you won’t be skilled at living life.  It doesn’t work in reverse!  This is why society is disintegrating all around us.  It’s all about bad decision making.  Man thinks he knows better than God.

It’s very interesting to note that the phrase “Thus saith the LORD occurs 2000 times in the Old Testament, but not once in Ecclesiastes!  Why?  Because its theme is “Thus saith Solomon”.  He uses the personal pronoun “I” 40 times in the first 2 chapters.  (F.C Payne, “Seal of God”, page 137.)

Verse 2.  Solomon’s introduction to how he sees order in the universe.  

3:2  A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 

ANALYSIS

Solomon had a physical birth and through the Bible teaching from his father King David, had a second spiritual birth when he received Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.  From this point in time God had a purpose for his life.  He is living in time and now becomes aware of it.  However, now that he is out of fellowship he is not emphasizing the time when he was born from above.  Time is valuable because God gives us it to each of us.  

The cross is the point of salvation.  After salvation God gives each believer a certain amount of time.  God gives us assets or spiritual gifts, in order to make the most of time here on earth in order to prepare us for eternity in Heaven being with the Lord.  Eternity is our final destiny.  In other words, God gives us a purpose in life, a purpose with eternal rewards.  

A Christian who continually is out of fellowship and does not respond to God’s discipline will have their time cut short under the sin unto death, without losing their salvation.

Key Words:

Born:  means to bear young.  It’s an active verb referring to the action of giving birth and also the result of bearing children.  

Interpretation.  A type of literature having an a-b-c-d type of structure.  

A= A time to bear.  B= A time to die.  These are opposites.  Next part of verse:

C= A time to plant.  D= A time to pluck up.  These are also opposites.  But see how A and C parallel or coincide.  

There is a parallel between bearing and planting.  The same for B and D.  

A time to bear and a time to die refer to human and animal life.  As humans we all have an appointed time to die followed by judgement (Hebrews 9:27).  For Christians, we can look forward to death because it means going to Heaven, which is our true eternal home.  Some Christians may not even see death, but be raptured or caught up in the air to be with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18).

See also Matthew 16:28; Luke 2:26; 9:27 and Hebrews 11:5.

This is in stark contrast to unbelievers who have every reason to be scared of death.  The Bible teaches that unbelievers face eternal condemnation.

A time to plant and a time to pluck up refers to plant life and agricultural activities.  The seasons and agricultural success are linked as stated in Genesis 8:22.  

DOCTRINE: CHRIST- FIRSTBORN

1. He is the firstborn of all Creation - Colossians 1:15, John 1:18, 1 John 4:12

2. He is called the firstborn of Mary. As such he is the elder of the household and as He is descended from David through both of His genealogies he inherits the kingdom of David. Through Mary He has his title as Messiah - Matthew 1:25, Luke 2:7 

3. The Lord is the firstborn of the Royal Family of God - Romans 8:29 

4. He is the firstborn in resurrection, He is the first to be raised from the dead - Colossians 1:18, Hebrews 1:5,6 

5. He is the first fruits of resurrection. - 1 Corinthians 15:20-23

6. The church is called the assembly of the firstborn. - Hebrews 12:23

DOCTRINE: CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11).  He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

3:3  A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

A time to kill does not refer to murder.  It refers instead to killing as in military warfare, capital punishment and self-defense.  There is no contradiction with the 6th command “You shall not murder” in Exodus 20:13.  Capital punishment is God’s justice for dealing with crimes against Him.  Capital punishment is regarded as barbaric these days.  However, the Bible teaches that it is the only suitable and effective punishment for certain crimes, and murder is one of them.  Why such an extreme punishment?  Murder is a crime against God because man was made in God’s own image.  

Genesis 9:6 states  “Whoever shed’s man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man.”

The command “You shall not murder” means that no-one has the right to willfully and deliberately take the life of another man.  Exodus 21:12 demands that the crime of murder must be punished by death.

“He who strikes a man so that he dies, shall surely be put to death.”

Capital punishment is retributive justice, which is the exact opposite of humanistic thinking, which believes in rehabilitation of the murderer in the hope of stopping them from murdering again.

The study of crimes and punishment according to God ‘s instructions is another large and interesting area of study.  I’m sure that after properly studying this subject, one will come to the conclusion that the world would be a much safer place today if man followed God’s instructions as recorded in the Bible.  

The modern methods of dealing with crime is crazy, resulting in a more dangerous world where the victims suffer and the criminals do not get the punishment they deserve for their crimes.

So where did Solomon get this idea of a time to kill from?  He got it from Deut 32:39.  This is God speaking to Moses, and Moses is in fellowship with God.

“Now see that I, even I, am He.  And there is no God besides me.  I kill and I make alive.  I wound and I heal.  Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand.

The context for this verse is God’s discipline on nations.  Vengeance and vindication on nations and individuals belong to the Lord (Romans 12:19).

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONS -NATIONAL DISCIPLINE

1.  Discipline upon the damned. These nations have lived out their purpose in history and must be eliminated. This is shown in the story of Sodom in (Genesis 19). This also shows that God will not punish a nation if He can find a remnant in that nation.

God will never damn a people to extinction in history as long as there is a remnant left. Believers are the salt of the earth and are the insurance policy for the nation in which they reside (Matthew 5:13).  God protects the believer from judgment (Genesis 19:17-23; Romans 8:1). This was done without any external armies by means of a natural catastrophe.

2.  The principle is given in (Acts 17:26) where God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations.   God is therefore sovereign in history and geography.  This is done so that they should seek after the Lord (Acts 17:27).  No nation is that apostate that a person does not have a chance to be saved as when a nation becomes apostate it is either destroyed or changed.

3.  Another damned culture is the Amorites of (Genesis 15:16) where Abraham's seed would be in Egypt until such time that the apostasy of the Canaanites had matured.  However when the Israelites came out of Egypt they were used by God to destroy the Amorites (Deuteronomy 7:2).  As they were doing it for God they were not allowed to take booty (Joshua 6:17).  This discipline was by direct military action and not by natural means.  As the discipline continues they are warned about their attitude (Deuteronomy 9:3-6).

4.  The fall of the Chaldean empire under Belshazzer to the Medio - Persians and the Scythians is an example of the destruction of a powerful empire overnight (Daniel 5).  Daniel pointed out the God made Nebuchadnezzar king but when he became proud he was discipline until such time as he acknowledged the source of his prosperity.  No nation can attain power unless God grants them it.  Belshazzer had the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar but chose to ignore it.

5.  Part of our responsibility is to pray for our country and its rulers (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

God is teaching Moses that He is the reason for the order in the universe.  

Solomon is saying something different because he is out of fellowship with God.  He doesn’t really care if God is the reason for an orderly universe or not.  

He is saying a time to kill and a time to heal is just an uncontrollable fact of human life.  Based on his observations and experiments it seemed to him that life is a slaughterhouse or a hospital, a battlefield or a first aid tent.

A time to break down and a time to build up refers to immaterial things like buildings or construction projects.

Old buildings are eventually torn down to make way for the new.

LOT - CARNALITY

1. SCRIPTURE: Genesis 11:27, 19:36; Luke 17:28.36; 2 Peter 2:7-9.

2. BIOGRAPHY: 

Lot was the nephew of Abraham, the son of Haran (Genesis 11:27,31; 12:5). He was born in Ur of the Chaldees and migrated to the city of Haran with his grandfather Terah and his uncle and aunt, Abram and Sarai.  After the death of Terah at Haran (Genesis11 :32), Lot continued into the land of Canaan and Egypt with Abram.  In Canaan, Lot prospered, concentrating on cattle production.  With Abram also becoming wealthy in cattle, problems broke out between their employees because of a lack of grazing land.  As a result, Lot and Abram parted ways: Lot choosing to descend into the plains near the Dead Sea and Sodom (Genesis 13:11).  The cities of the plains were raided and routed by the four kings from the east under Chedorlaomer, Lot being captured with all his goods and taken towards Damascus. Abraham, hearing of his nephew's plight, pursued Chedorlaomer and defeated him; rescuing Lot, who proceeded to move into Sodom.  

Because of its wickedness, God determined to destroy Sodom and its sister town Gomorrah. Abraham, warned by messengers from God, pleaded for its preservation (Genesis18:23-32). The messengers proceeded into Sodom to arrange for Lot to be spared from the approaching judgement.  Lot showed weakness of character by offering a lusting homosexual mob his virgin daughters rather than his male guests.  Lot left Sodom with his wife and two daughters and went to the city of Zoar (Genesis19:23), the only city of the five plains cities not destroyed by God.  Lot relocated to a cave near Zoar where his daughters made him drunk and committed incest on successive nights; their union creating the Moabite and Ammonite nations.  Ruth, an ancestor of David and Jesus, was a Moabite. Despite his failings, Lot is called a righteous man (2 Peter 2:7.9).

3. EVALUATION

On their return from Egypt, Lot looks across the plains (Genesis 13:11).

He sees it is well-watered, garden-like, just like Egypt (Genesis 13:10).

He separates from Abram (Genesis 13:12).

Lot goes to dwell in the cities with unbelievers (Genesis 13:12).

Sodom was a very wicked place (Genesis 13:13).

Judgement by military defeat is inflicted on the city of Sodom and Lot is taken captive (Genesis 14:12).

Lot is rescued by his uncle Abram (Genesis 14:16).

He returns, however, to live in Sodom (Genesis 19:1).

Messengers from God arrive to warn him and have to be strongly persuaded to stay with him (Genesis 19:2,3).

Homosexuals crowd around his house (Genesis 19:4,5).

Whilst protecting his visitors from their lustful advances, he offers his unmarried daughters to the mob (Genesis 19:7,8).

Lot tries to warn his sons-in-law but they laugh at him (Genesis 19:14).

Lot is led out of Sodom and goes to Zoar (Genesis 19:15-22).

God judges Sodom (Genesis 19:24).

He dwells in the mountains with his daughters and they commit incest (Genesis19:30-38).

4. PRINCIPLES

Lot and Abram are contrasting figures. Lot is carnal while Abraham is spiritual.

The carnal person :

i) Views life's problems through physical eyes (Colossians 3:2).

ii) Chooses what seems best from a human viewpoint (Mark 10:22).

iii) Leaves believing companions to dwell with unbelievers (Luke 15:13).

iv) He ignores gross immorality and has no discernment (I Corinthians 5:9).

v) He shares by association the judgement of unbelievers (Acts 2:40).

vi) Even though rescued, he falls back into bad associations (2 Peter 2:22).

vii) He has no sense of protection, and compromises with wickedness (I Corinthians 15:33).

viii) He has no impact with unbelievers (Joshua 7:11-13).

ix) He can get involved in highly immoral acts (Galatians 5:16.18).

God, however, protects the carnal believer (Luke 15:4.7).

God still regards Lot as a righteous man because he is a believer. Lot was not lost.

3:4  A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

A time to weep and a time to laugh means all the activities of man.  However the ladies seem to be able to laugh when they are happy, which has always been confusing to me.  I don’t know how to respond.

Everyone has good and bad times in our lives.  However, to be stable we must know and apply Bible Doctrine.  

Key Words:

Mourn:  Used to describe funeral processions.  The purpose is to amplify the verse.  Weeping and laughing are the trivial things in life.  They are the things that make you feel happy and sad.  

A time to mourn and a time to dance amplifies these things.  The word dance seems a strange word to use.

Cultural Background of Dance:

2 Samuel 6:12.  Now it was told King David, saying “the LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all that belongs to him because of the Ark of God.”  So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness.  

V13:  And so it was when those bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fattened sheep.  (David is really excited that finally the presence of God is going to be in the city of Jerusalem).

V14:  Then David danced before the LORD with all his might: and David was wearing a linen ephod.

V15:  So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.  (This is a great big festive procession).

V16:  Now as the ark of the Lord came into the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw King David leaping and whirling (that is, dancing) before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart.  (Michal is obviously out of fellowship and was angry that the festive dancing was for the LORD and not her).

Verse 20 tell us her attitude towards David dancing.

Then David returned to bless his household.  And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself! 

You can hear the sarcasm dripping from her lips.  To a casual outsider these seem to be valid accusations justifying her anger and disapproval.  So how does King David get out of this one?

V21:  And David said to Michal, It was before the LORD, who chose me instead of your father, and all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel: therefore I will play music before the LORD. 

Now although David may have been a bit over enthusiastic, he was still in fellowship with God.  He replies that it’s the LORD’s business not hers, and reminds her that it was the LORD who chose him over her father, King Saul, to rule and lead Israel.  Talk about throwing fuel on the fire!  She would not be happy to hear this!  We can see that maybe their marriage was not one made in heaven.  

V22:  And I will be even more undignified (vile) than this, and will be base in mine own sight.  But as for the maidservants of whom you have spoken, by them I will be held in honor. 

V23:  Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.

So this was the cultural meaning of dance in Ancient Israel.  A group of people dancing individually to express spiritual joy.  

3:5  A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

“Casting away of stones” could refer to clearing of land for cultivation (Is 5:2) as opposed to using stones for construction works.

Stones may be regarded either as materials for building, or as impediments to the fertility of land (see 2Ki_3:19, 2Ki_3:25; Isa_5:2).

It’s interesting to note that this expression is not found anywhere else in the Bible.

A time to embrace a friend when we find him faithful, and a time to not to embrace when we find he has wronged us in some way.  At times like this the wise thing to do is to stay away from them.  

It also relates to husbands and wives:  There are times for showing affections, and there are times when you hide your affections.  There are times when love is pure and when it is illicit.  See  1Co_7:3-5 and Joel_2:16 for explanations.  

3:6  A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

These verses are talking about possessions.  Sometimes you will have many things and other times you won’t.  

We can include business activity in this verse.  Businesses make profits and losses.  Businesses come and go.

Part B is self-evident.  We all tend to gather things over the years and then we get inspired to have a spring clean and throw it all out or donate it all to charity.  Also when we die the memorabilia that was valuable to us will more than likely be thrown out or donated when we die.  This is just a fact of earthly life.  Don’t expect others to value what you value.

3:7  A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

Key Words:

Rend:  An intense display of sadness or agony or a response to some tragedy or spiritual blasphemy.  If something terrible happened you tore your clothes.  After the time of sorrow, the clothes had to be sewn up again.

Genesis 37:29.

Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and he tore his clothes.

Joseph was thrown into the pit because he was the spoilt brat of the family.  He would have been an utter pain to live with.  His brothers could not take it anymore so that’s why they decided to teach Joseph a lesson he would not forget.  

Reuben was the oldest brother and he convinced the other brothers not to kill Joseph.  But he did not know that Joseph had been sold as a slave to Ishmaelite traders.  Jacob did the same when the brothers tricked him into believing that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.  That’s what rend means and it was an automatic gesture.

Silence:  Refers to times when people are emotionally upset.  The time to be quiet is when we are criticized unfairly, or when we would like to criticize others or when we are tempted to gossip.  Job is a good example in Job 2:13 when upon seeing Job in such a terrible state that they didn’t even recognize him sat down with him for 7 days and 7 nights and did not speak one single word the whole time.

Speak:  The time to speak is when the emotional upheaval has finished or when some great principle, value or cause is at stake.  

Esther 4:13,14 when Mordecai advised Queen Esther that the time had come for her to speak to King Xerxes the first, cut throat ruler of the Persians and Medes.  She was going to expose a plot by Haman, the King’s most trusted adviser, to kill all the Jews in the Kingdom.  Esther was risking her life to approach the king of her own accord.  But it was time for her to speak and God was able to use her to save the Jews from genocide.

3:8  A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 

ANALYSIS

A time to love, and a time to hate,  

This is the principle of hate the sin, but love the sinner.  Born from above Christians should hate evil principles and love Godly principles as taught in God’s Word.

· In relationships, hate means to love less than.  

Example in Luke 14:26:

If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes and his own life also, he cannot claim to be my disciple.

This is not the hate that we think of.  It means instead to love Christ more than we love our wife, or parents, or siblings, or friends.  Of course we love all these people, but for a Christian to follow Christ, they must love Christ more than their own life, and put Him first in their life.

When a believer turns their back on God then this a time of loving worldly lusts and sinful pleasures, and the company of wicked men.  The contrast is conversion to Christ; which is a time to hate sin, and love the conversion of sinners.  

DOCTRINE:

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - HATE YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER

SCRIPTURES 

Luke 14:26 "If any man come to me and hate not his father, and mother and wife and children, and brethren and sisters yea and his own life, he cannot be my disciple."

Matthew 10:37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

2. Apparent problem in Luke  - In order to be a disciple of Jesus Christ a person has to hate others.

3. Evaluation

a) The main problem in this verse is the verb hate.

b) "hate" - MISEO - in the Greek this word has a comparative connotation and can be translated "to love less" to "abandon " , "to hold in less esteem".

c) When viewed in this light the person being a disciple of Christ has to hold his family and even his own life in less esteem than Jesus Christ, Christ has to be first.

4. Conclusion

In the Christian life for a person to be a disciple of Christ, the Lord Jesus must have pre-eminence in that person's life.  (Colossians 1:18).  With sin in one's life self becomes more important than Jesus Christ and therefore while one is out of fellowship technically the carnal believer is not a disciple.

“a time of war, and a time of peace”:  The first thing we notice here is that the A-B C-D structure is now A-B-D-C.  The pattern is broken.  We would expect it to read “a time of peace and a time of war.”  Why?  The Jewish people always wanted to end their writings on an optimistic note.  It starts optimistically and ends optimistically.

Did you know that in the last 4000 years of human history, there has been less than 500 years of peace?  The 20th century is known for two great world wars plus a multitude of other wars like Korea and Vietnam and civil wars.  The Bible predicts that there will be one final World War.  There will be World War 3, which the Bible calls the Battle of Armageddon (Rev 16:16).  

It’s interesting to note also that verses 2-8 are 7 lines.  Seven is God’s perfect number showing perfection or completion.  Solomon has given 7 lines of poetry to express total order in the universe.  

DOCTRINE: TIME

1. As God is eternal He is not constrained with time "A thousand years are a day and a day as a thousand years

2. Man requires time

3. There is a principle of planned time (James 4:13-17).

4. We are to redeem the time - not to waste time in vain pursuits (Ephesians 5:16-18).

5. The principle of utilised time (1 Corinthians 7:29-31). In order to maximise the effectiveness of your Christian life you have to utilise time and time has to be planned.

DOCTRINE: CHRIST - "RIGHT TIME" FOR THE LORD’S FIRST ADVENT

Only during the years of the first century was it the right time for the Lord to come as everything that was needful for his first ministry was in existence for these years and disappeared shortly afterwards.

1. The time of the early Caesars in the Roman Empire was a very stable time for the Empire, and this meant that military threats were minimal, although Satan tried to disrupt things later, with the Jewish rebellion 69 - 71AD. The strength and confidence of the Caesars meant that they would decree a census and this would be used by God for the Lord to be born in Bethlehem.

2. The best language for the communication the world has seen was in existence widely throughout the Empire and beyond it.  This was the Koine Greek developed by Alexander the Great 300 years before and known and used as the language of commerce from Britain through to India.

3. Under the Persian Empire and then Alexander the Great the Jews had been a privileged people who had been given roles and responsibilities throughout both empires. This meant that there were colonies of Jews and their synagogues throughout the Roman and old Persian Empires as places where the gospel could be preached.

4. With the regular return of the Jews to the Temple in Jerusalem there was an open door for the gospel to spread quickly through visitors to the Temple. An early example of this is the Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26ff.

5. The completion of the Temple at Jerusalem was an important factor, as it was only complete and used in its final form at the time of the Lord's ministry, although work continued on it in minor areas until four years before its destruction in 70 AD.    

6. Jerusalem was, with its temple a place known throughout the Roman world as a place for the worship of the one true God and many "god fearers" from amongst the Greeks and Romans travelled to the temple through the years AD 1-65 AD.    They were there at the right time to hear about the saviour who came.

7. Trade routes were open throughout the first century in a way that was not so until our own day this century. Travel was possible throughout the known world, and this opened up all countries for the gospel message,  eg, we know that both India and China had churches established before the end of the second century and possibly earlier.

8. Roman justice was established and it was the system within which the Messiah was to die, and at no other time would the death on the cross have been possible.

9. The records of the Temple to prove the Lord's parentage and his right to the throne of David were available during this period; after 70AD these records were destroyed.    

10. The Jewish nation still existed in name at least in the first century and the people were looking for their Messiah. The City of David existed and it would be there for only forty years after the Lord's execution.   

The Lord's advent was the appearance of the mighty God in the form of a man, so that all human beings might see the creator in a way they could understand. In the person, work and words of the Lord Jesus Christ God has made his plan and purpose and provision for salvation clear for all to see. It is this clear message that we have as God's servants to proclaim to all who will hear.
NOTE:  King Solomon spent many years conducting thorough and exhaustive studies of all the activities that God has given man to occupy his time.  Verses 2-8 are a catalogue of these activities.

3:9  What profit has the worker from that in which he labors? 

Solomon now goes into his conclusions.  He sees the order in the universe.  What does he conclude?  His answer is that nothing counts or matters.  He has rejected God’s revelation and is left with only a mechanical view of the order.  He is saying that humans are only gears in the machine.  Solomon has only a small part of the total picture.  We all have a purpose or role to fulfill and life just goes grinding on.  This is a commonly accepted view of human existence today.  We are all just bricks in the wall.  We are just numbers, we are a human resource.  Modern society is very impersonal.  

Key Words:

Profit:  As studied from chapter 1:3.   

“What profit has a man from all his labour in which he toils under the sun?”

Profit in Ecclesiastes always means ultimate spiritual happiness.  It’s the type of happiness when someone personally meets with God and has a personal living relationship with Him.  That is the ultimate happiness that the great King Solomon is hungering for.  

The question in Solomon’s mind was “what lasting gain has the worker for all his toil?”  The answer is none!  We have zero lasting gain from all our work on earth.  All the positives are cancelled out by all the negatives, so there is no lasting gain.  All we can expect in life is temporary gain.  That’s it, end of story.  He ends up with the same question as in chapter 1:3.

How to manage time?  A principle from Psalm 31, written by King David writing in fellowship with the LORD.

V13:  For I hear the slander of many.  Fear is on every side; while they take counsel together against me.  They scheme to take away my life.
V14:  But as for me, I trust in you, Oh LORD; I say ,”You are my God.”
V15:  My times are in Your hand, deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
There is a time for all of the situations King Solomon lists.  King David is showing that even though he was living in fear of losing his life, He was using time to rely on God and put his trust in Him.

3:10  I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.   (KJV most accurate here).

Key Words:

I have seen the travail which God hath given to the sons of men.  Man goes through a lot of pain and trouble to gain just a little bit of wisdom.  It’s no accident that wise men were generally old men! (See Ecc_1:13).  It takes a lot of time and work to acquire riches and honour.  And when they do, these things are not kept for very long, because there is a time for everything.  This the wise man had observed was how God dealt with man.

to be exercised in it, or "to afflict" or "humble them by it" .This shows them that all their toil and labour mattered little; because all depended on a divine blessing, and no lasting happiness could be had.  

· This is why Solomon considered everything to be vanity (empty, futile) and vexation of spirit. 

Ecc 1:13  And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith. 

In our previous study of this verse we saw that Solomon used the word “God” (Elohim) wrongly.  Whenever something went wrong, or something bad happened, it was God’s doing.  However Solomon forgets that it could be from Satan too.  Solomon has the idea that man does not have volition or personal responsibility.  Therefore all the suffering around him was from God.  

Solomon has grown away from Christ so now his life and his extensive search for happiness has come to zero.  He has only misery and emptiness.  This is what he means by travail.

DOCTRINE: GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

DOCTRINE: GOD:  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit  Matthew 28:19,20.  These titles emphasise the function of each member of the Trinity.

a) Father - the sovereign authority, who decreed the plan of salvation

b) Son - the obedient Son, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin according to the Father's will

c) Holy Spirit - the one who reveals the Son to mankind, thereby bringing honour and glory to Him

2. At the Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5.  The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

3:11  He has made every thing beautiful in its time.  Also He has put eternity (world in KJV) in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from the beginning to the end.  (NKJ).

Solomon is not talking about the beauty of God’s creation in this verse.  Part of Solomon’s conclusion is that there is an appropriate time for each activity.  

Key Words:

Beautiful: in the context means well arranged.  God has made everything well arranged in His time.  A modern picture is that of a Swiss watch where all the intricate gears and springs work beautifully together to keep accurate time.  

The second part of this verse is very, very profound.  

“Also He has put eternity in their hearts”;

God has put deep down in our hearts a desperate need for absolute truth, and a need for absolute right and wrong.  Furthermore we instinctively think of eternity as an absolute truth.  

God has put eternity into our hearts.  Have you ever watched a hearse go by, looked at the coffin and said to yourself I wonder where they are now?  This is eternity in our hearts.

Have you ever asked yourself the question why am I here?  What is my life all about?  This is what Solomon observed because he asked exactly the same question.  We instinctively think of living in eternity with an all loving, all-powerful and all knowing God.  God has put this instinct in our hearts, and deep down inside us we cannot deny it.  

This is why we think there has to be something more to life.  There has to be something that is purposeful to our existence and there has to be something that makes sense.  

Solomon is saying that we will never be satisfied and fulfilled until this need is dealt with.

Have you noticed that it is only humanity that has a sense of an afterlife?  This is one big difference between humans and the animal kingdom.  This is what makes us truly unique creatures.  We have a need and a yearning for the “big picture.”

“except that no one can find out the work that God does from the beginning to the end.”  .

Solomon thinks that no one can get the big picture.  He thinks that God is taunting us.  This is a source of frustration to us.  We are born with a need to know absolute truth or right and wrong.  God has made it so.  We don’t want to think something is right or wrong simply because someone says it is, or because our parents says it is or because the law says so.  We are not satisfied with human authority.  We all know that, even if we don’t want to admit it!  We have to know for certain that something is right or wrong, true or false. Where do you think our sense of justice and injustice comes from?  

We are not satisfied until we find it out, but according to Solomon, we can’t find it out.

This is why Jesus Christ said repeatedly that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.  This is why we have the Word of God.  This is why God as preserved His Word through centuries of attack and attempts to exterminate it.  The Bible is here for a reason, not by accident!

APPLICATION: God’s Word is the only place you will find all the answers.  The Bible is absolute truth.  Solomon has shown beyond a shadow of a doubt that we are completely incapable of finding the answers out for ourselves.  You have to rely on the Word of God for the answers.

Solomon does not rely on the Word of God because he has rejected it.  So therefore he has no answer.  He tried everything in the world.  He tried education, people, academic study, music, business and real estate, pleasures of all descriptions and wine and women.  He concluded that all is vanity or empty and vexation to the spirit.

Solomon is like the majority of believers today, out of fellowship most of the time.  When Solomon, like any person, had his spiritual birth, the following happened:

· When we accept Jesus Christ, God puts us in union with Him.  

· We have a legal position in Christ that will never change.  

· We are also immediately in dwelt by the Holy Spirit.  

· We now become new creations (2 Cor 5:17) in Christ and have the ability to have a personal, living relationship with Him.  

But every believer can fall away from Christ and live a life that is no different from unsaved people.  The Bible calls this carnality.  When we are in fellowship we are walking in the spirit and are in God’s will for our life.  When we are out of fellowship we are carnal and living in the old creation.  This means we are outside God’s will.

A carnal Christian does not enjoy life and is not a testimony or a witness for Christ.  Instead they are an embarrassment to Christ.  All they are showing is their sin nature.

Therefore Solomon is saying that even as a carnal Christian he cannot fill the vacuum.  

Eternity as mentioned in verse 11 is something that gives you the peace and the joy and makes you know when you are filled with the Holy Spirit.  When we are filled with the Spirit we have a deep inner peace.  We have the fruit of the Spirit which is love, joy, peace, long suffering and all the other characteristics listed in Galatians 5:22,23.  

A Christian also knows the absolute truth that they will be going to Heaven.  They have no doubt that no matter what happens, Heaven is their eventual eternal home.  They also know as an absolute truth that before they received Christ, it was impossible for them to do any good works that were acceptable to God.  Salvation is the work of God.  Salvation is a gift from God who is perfectly Holy (righteous and just) to fallen man who is suffering from the fatal disease of sin.

Why do we have all these things?  Because when the Holy Spirit is controlling your life this vacuum, this eternal dimension inside of us is filled.  And so we get satisfied.  We experience the peace of God which transcends all understanding. (Philippians 4:7).

DOCTRINE: PEACE

Three types of peace are referred to in the Bible.

1. Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2. Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9) - Reconciliation.

3. Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7) - The Spirit filled life.

DOCTRINE: CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST

1. We have a position with Christ rather than a position with the cosmos system. We are separated from the world and are different from them. We have a new position in Christ  - Ephesians 2:6

2. We have a new position of partnership with Christ, we are never alone. - Colossians 3:4, John 17. We have a communion with him. He says that he will never put us in a situation without a way of escape. The way of escape is through Christ.

3. We are workers together with God, we are in his service - 2 Corinthians 3:9, 1:9, 6:1

4. We are ministers of a new covenant, we have a new message to man. 1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

5. We are ambassadors for Christ - 2 Corinthians 5:20

6. We are living epistles, we are letters to a lost and unsaved world. Our lives should be such that Christ should be read from the book of our lives. Our life and lips should tell of Christ and Him alone.

7. We are members of the Royal family - Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 2:9

8. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:

a) We are in the Father, he is in us - Ephesians 4:6, 

b) We are in Christ - John 14:20, 

c) He is in us - Colossians 1:26, 

d) We are in the Spirit and he is in us - Romans 8:9. 

e) We are united forever to God. 

f) We are not part of a universal soul. That is new age. 

g) We have been entered into a living union with a personal God.

9. We are members of his body, branches of his vine, living stones, his building, sheep of his fold, part of his bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS  - SEE PAGE 6
Verses 12 –15 are his conclusions.  

3:12  I know that is better for them, than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives. 

KJV:  I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. 

This is a better translation.

Key Words:

Good:  means pleasure.  It’s translated in the same way as chapter 2:1.

Solomon concludes that there is no lasting pleasure for man.  He says I have a heart with a need for eternity, there is nothing good in it, I just can’t fill it.  I can’t find pleasure inside myself.  The only thing I have left is to rejoice and do good, or enjoy pleasure in this life.  It’s the same conclusion as in 2:24-26.  Today we call it living for the now, living for the moment.  This is the philosophy of if it feels good, do it!  And you thought this idea came from the 70’s!

APPLICATION:  The erosion of God’s absolute morals has been replaced by a growth in violence and danger and injustice which we see everyday.  This is the logical result of the “If it feels good do it philosophy” for this is all the pleasure you can expect.  We should not be surprised by the growth of evil we see happening today.

3:13.  and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor-it is the gift of God.

This verse parallels 2:26.  Remember that he is saying that God allows us to get a little pleasure from eating, drinking and enjoying a good time.  So take advantage of it and be content with it, because it’s a gift from God.  He is not saying that we should indulge in drunkenness, gluttony or debauchery.

See what a small view of God he has.  See how he paints God like a party pooper.  

It’s strange that Solomon as a young man spent 7 years building a magnificent temple for the Lord.  No expense was spared.  And it gave him terrific happiness.  After the consecration of the temple, Solomon held a feast for all of Israel before the LORD God for 14 days!  Read all about it in 1 Kings 8:65.  

But now, as an old man, he says that God, with all His riches, only allows us to have small, temporary pleasures.  All we can do is go out and get what we can.  Stop trying to live a long, ethical life because it won’t do you any good.  What a tragic end to such a blessed and wonderful beginning.  A long and ethical life won’t count unless you have accepted Jesus Christ.  

3:14.  I know that, whatever God does, it shall be forever.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it.  God does it, that men should fear before him. 

Key Words/Phrases.

I know that, whatever God does, it shall be forever.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it.

This means that the order of the universe goes on by itself.  You can hear the deep despair of Solomon.

Fear:  Usually the word for trust.  Fear in the Bible is a precious word describing how you respond to God when He reveals Himself to you through His Word.  It means to stand in awe and revere because you recognize the power and position of God and give Him proper respect and submit to Him.  .  It does not mean you are paralyzed with fright or terror.

Example Genesis 22:12.  

And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.

(God speaking to Abraham who was preparing to sacrifice Isaac, his only son promised by God and a picture of God sacrificing Jesus Christ about 2000 years later.)

Exodus 20:20.

And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin.

Context:  Whole of Israel has just heard God giving the 10 commandments to Moses with their own ears.  The whole population of Israel, millions of people, actually heard God’s voice and saw with their own eyes the accompanying lightning, and smoking of the mountain.  They also heard all the loud thunder and the sound of the trumpet.  

The first “fear” is just that, the population of Israel is terrified by what they have just seen and heard.  It was a powerful, supernatural event.  They were afraid they were going to die!  (v 18)  This is a wrong type of fear.  As Christians we are not to have this fear of God.  Many Christians have this fear of God so that they don’t trust Him with their life.  They are scared of God’s plan for their life.  There is no reason to feel this way.  

Jesus said if evil, human fathers know how to give gifts to their children, how much will your Heavenly Father give good things to those who ask?  (Mat 7:11; Luke 11:13).  Seeing God as an angry father ready to punish us for the smallest wrong and who wants only to take away all our fun is a Satanic lie, it’s not what the Bible says about our Heavenly Father.  

If you have this view of God, throw it out and replace it with the Biblical view.  This is why Christians do not make Jesus Christ Lord over all their activities, because they are afraid that God will make them do something unpleasant or penalize them in some way or stop them from having fun.  

Is the God who died on the cross for you that kind of a God?  Is He going to play with you like a puppet?  These ideas come from Satan, not the Bible.  

The second fear is Moses explaining to the Israelites that God does not want you to fear or be scared of Him.  He has revealed Himself to us with His word that you may respond with awe, reverence and so be convinced or motivated not to sin anymore.  God wants you will trust Him at His word.  That is Moses’ message.  This is the Biblical meaning for fear of God.

In Ecclesiastes see how Solomon has mixed up this word?  See how far he has sunk spiritually?  This is a downward spiral that Solomon never pulled out of.  What has Solomon done with this precious truth?  He has completely changed it and mixed it up.

DOCTRINE: FEAR

1. Fear is seen in two ways in scripture.  

[a] Firstly as a mental attitude sin that is incompatible with our status as children of the most high, the ruler of the universe. 

[b] Secondly it is used to describe the correct attitude towards God the Lord for all his creatures.  

There is godly fear, awe, and respect for God as God, and there is inappropriate fear, which is the cringing fear of one who believes the other is able to hurt them. This second kind is wrong for us as children of God, for none can harm us without God’s permission for we belong to Him.

2. Our occupation with the persons and majesty of God is often spoken of as “fear” in the legitimate sense for believers. 2 Samuel 23:2-3, Nehemiah 5:9, Job 28:28, Psalms 19:9, 34:11-12, 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27, 22:4, Malachi 3:16, Ephesians 5:21. 

3. Fear as a mental attitude sin is spoken of in, 1 Samuel 17:11, 24, Proverbs 29:25.

4. In God’s grace plan for us fear has no place. His plans for us are always divinely good, and any testing situation is for our good. Romans 8:28. 

5. Fear is an expression of a failure of faith in the plan. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 8:1, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Spiritual death is one way of describing Satan's kingdom and is the place of the source of fear. Hebrews 2:14,15 

7. In spiritual death, Adam was afraid. Genesis 3:10, this fear motivated Adam to produce religious activity (fig leaves) and lies. Genesis 3:7

8. Salvation removes the basis of fear, which is condemnation from the Justice of God (spiritual death).

9. Spiritual maturity provides freedom from fear. 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 13:6, 1 John 4:18, 1 Corinthians 13:5b

10. Carnality and any form of religious activity that leads us away from grace and daily obedience to the Word enslaves the believer to Satan through fear.  
Galatians 5:1; Romans 8:15

11. The mature believer is commanded to fear nothing he may suffer in life, for by means of God’s grace provision all we ever may need is provided for us. Revelation 2:10

12. The baby believer is sustained by believing God’s Word, obeying his commands hour by hour to daily life, and rest upon his promises. Hebrews 4

13. As we become mature believers we continue with this resting on the promises but in addition to this we are sustained by our understanding / application of entire categories of God’s Word -  we have then  moved beyond the promises to confidence in the very character of God itself.

14. Illustration: A woman who asks every hour, "Do you love me?" needs assurance through many promises, and many actions backing the promises up. Once she gets to truly know her husband, and her love is fully established in him through his faithfulness to her, she has absolute assurance, and doesn't need constant reminders of his love by specific words.  She is full of confidence through knowledge of her husband’s character.

15. Chapter’s 3-6  of Hebrews deal with the falling away from growth and confidence by these believers. The spiritual principle of Chapter 4 is the means of getting them back on target.

16. In Hebrews 13:6, we see the objective of the writer, freedom from fear by their daily, moment by moment living the awareness of the love of Christ for them, and the power of Christ available to them.

17. The writers of Scripture identify correctly that when the believer is fearful, he imitates the unbeliever ("cowardly" – Revelation 21:8), and that is not right given our great position. Hebrews 11:27  "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is unseen."  This is our standard!

18. Fear is a mental attitude sin that shows our mind has moved away from thinking of the Lord. 1 Samuel 17:11,24

19. Fear is a sign of falling back into domination by the “prince of this world”. 1 Samuel 18:12,29 21:12 28:20

20. Absence of fear is a big part of maintaining a dynamic mental attitude.  Hebrews 13:6 11:27

21.There is only one legitimate fear ; it is the fear of failure to enter spiritual maturity.  Hebrews 4:1

22. Love demands absence of fear. 1 John 4:18  They are two opposing mental attitudes.

23. Fear is not part of the Divine Plan for the Believer. 2 Timothy 1:7 Exodus 14:13-14 Joshua 8:1 Isaiah 41:10 2 Samuel 1:7

24. Courage and lack of fear is a sign of mature spiritual status. Psalm 3:6 Psalm, 56:3 Hebrews 11:27

25. Fear is the power by which the Evil of Satan rules among mankind.  Hebrews 2:14-15 Genesis 19:30 (Lot) 1 Kings 18:9-14 (Obadiah), both Lot and Obadiah show how the failing believer lives in constant fear.

26. Fear is the word used to mean "Occupation with Christ" when related to the attitude of the mature Believer toward Christ. 2 Samuel 23:3 Nehemiah 5:9,15 Ephesians 5:21 Job 28:28 Psalm 19:9 34:10 Proverbs 1:7 9:10 Proverbs 10:27, 1 Peter 2:17

Context of verse 14:  

I know that, whatever God does, it shall be forever.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it.  God does it, (PAST TENSE) that men should fear before him. 

“God does it.”  What has God done?  Has He revealed Himself to Solomon?  No because Solomon has rejected God’s Word, he has turned his back on God.  All God has done is to create an orderly universe in verses 2-8.  Solomon has made the universe as one big machine so that we will fear, or be scared of God.  

Why this tragically mistaken view?  Because the Holy Spirit has preserved this inspired text so that we know what it is to be a completely carnal christian.  This is what life is like when God is rejected from our lives whether we are believers or unbelievers.  

3:15.  That which is has already been, and what is to be has already been; and God requires an account of what is past. 

What is Solomon saying here?  He is saying that nothing changes in this orderly universe.  It takes us right back to chapter 1:2-6 etc.

V2.  “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”

V4.  One generation passes away, and another generation comes, but the earth abides forever.  

V5.  The sun rises and the sun goes down.

V6.  The wind whirls about continually.

It’s the same old thing, day after day, it goes on forever.  The implied message is that man is insignificant, nothing really happens and life is dull and boring.

Unlike his father, King David who was happy in his old age, Solomon is utterly miserable because he rejected God and scripture.  This is despite all the Bible teaching he received from David, and his very blessed start of his reign when he was walking with the Lord.

PROBLEM:  The life of a Christian is not intended by God to be dull and boring.  If a Christian feels life is like this then it’s a sure sign that they are well and truly out of fellowship.  If your life is like this, do not blame it on God like Solomon has.  

God has designed the Christian life to be a time of joy, not outward superficial happy, happy, joy, joy when things are good.  It’s a deep, inner joy that you have independent of circumstance.  It’s a joy that gives you stability no matter what happens.  

NEW TESTAMENT SOLUTION.

The Bible from beginning to end says one thing about you.  It says you are significant.  Every person that has ever lived, is alive now and will live in the future is precious to God.

People think that the Bible only refers to the world of humanity as sinners.  This is true, but it does not mean we are worthless rubbish in the eyes of our Heavenly Father.  

For example, if you have a loved one in hospital sick with a serious illness, do you regard them as worthless junk?  Of course not because you know that are suffering from an affliction.  When the Bible calls us sinners, it is saying that we are suffering from a fatal illness.  But you are not worthless junk.  On the contrary, we are the focus of God’s love.  

How does the Bible start?  In Genesis we are told that we are made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26).  What is the image of God?  The image is we have volition or the ability to reason and make choices.  We have a conscience which corresponds to God’s Righteousness and Holiness.  You have emotions and God has emotions.  This is what makes us in the image of God.  

The Bible also says that not only are we made in the image of God, but you were given in Adam, a chance to choose for or against Him.  Adam chose to disobey God which meant that you, me and all of humanity disobeyed God too.  

Have you ever wondered why there is good and evil?  Now you have the answer.  Evil came when Adam deliberately chose to disobey God’s only prohibition in a perfect environment.  How can this be when we weren’t there?  We don’t know exactly, but in some way we were there in Adam, the Bible says.  Adam sinned so we all sinned in Adam.  This is called imputed sin.  

Therefore the fall makes us significant.  The fall is bad, but look what it did.  Take the time to think about what happened.  

One man sinned one time in a split second and what was the result?  Death entered the world.  Death means separation from God.

Romans 5:12.   Death came by man.  

1 Cor 15:22.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.

The ultimate result of one man, committing one sin was a complete biochemical change that happened in a split second causing death, which in turn caused a domino effect of physical decay throughout the entire creation!  We are witnessing the earth in its last stages of decay with all the natural disasters, increasing frequency of earthquakes, climate change and so on all as a result of Adam’s choice to disobey.  

DOCTRINE: DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

ADAM – THE FALL

1. SCRIPTURE - Genesis 2:19 - 5:5.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Adam ("red earth"), the first man, was created about 4000 BC, in the image of God. As the first man, he was created on the sixth day out of the earth from which he received his name. He was placed in the Garden of Eden where food was provided for him without heavy toil. He named all the animals. Finding no companionship in the animal kingdom God formed woman out of a rib of Adam. They lived for an indeterminate period in innocence in the garden where there was only one test of their free will - the tree of the knowledge of 'good and evil'. Eventually the woman, beguiled by the devil utilising the serpent, ate of the fruit of the tree. Adam, having to choose between God and the woman, chose the fallen woman causing sin to enter into mankind. Adam, the woman and the serpent were all judged with penalties being applied to them all.

3. EVALUATION:  Genesis 3:1-21.

a) Satan indwells a beautiful serpent (3:1).

b) He attempts to show that God is unfair (3:1).

c) The woman is confused and misconstrues the command of God (3:2-3).

d) Satan lies to the woman (3:4).

e) Satan appeals to the woman's pride (3:5).

f) The woman sins, and having tempted Adam, he disobeys God. (3:6-7).

g) Their nakedness immediately becomes apparent and they attempt to cover it with fig leaf clothes (3:7).

h) They attempt to hide from God (3:8).

i) God makes the first approach of seeking out fallen man (3:9-10).

j) Man and woman each try to blame others for their sin (3:11-13).

k) The serpent is judged (3:14).

l) The first gospel message (3:15).

m) The woman's penalty (3:16).

n) The man's penalty (3:17-19).

o) The man is told he will eventually die (3:19).

p) God provides man with a coat of skins (3:21).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Satan can use many devices to deceive man (Genesis 3:l; Revelation 20:7-10)

b) Knowledge of the Bible is essential to combat the wiles of the devil.

c) Lies and pride are two of the greatest sins (Proverbs 6:16-19).

d) Other believers who are out of fellowship can cause us to fall into sin (1 Corinthians 5:6).

e) Human good (using our own works - fig leaves - to cover up sins) is not acceptable to God. The appearance of respectability does not necessarily reflect fellowship with God (Matthew 7:21-23).

f) God always seeks out those who are lost (Luke 19:10).

g) Sinful man will blame others or his environment for his condition rather than face his sin (1 Kings 18:17-18).

h) God always provides grace before judgment (Romans 6:14).

i) The gospel message is given. Salvation is for mankind, not for animals or Satan (Psalm 49:12; Revelation 20:10).

j) The penalties on individuals are tailored for the individual. The woman who tried to rule over the man is herself ruled over (Proverbs 24:12).

k) God provides a blood sacrifice to provide clothes of skin. Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22).

SIN:  FALL OF MAN

1. The fall of man is given in Genesis 3.

2. Man having been given free will yielded to temptation and thus transgressed the commandment of God (Genesis 2:16, 17, Genesis 3:1-8).

3. Through their disobedience they fell from the state of innocence and sinlessness.

4. The result of the fall is universal sin which is transferred to members of the human race by physical birth so that all human beings are conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51:5, John 3:6, Romans 5:12).  The sinful nature comes through the male.

5. Death: spiritual and temporal, is the consequence of sin.

6. Suffering connected with sin is given for both man and woman in Genesis 3:16-19.  It also affected the environment (Romans 8:20-22).

7. The first gospel message is given in Genesis 3:15.

8. Adam is related to humanity as the author of sin and death, whilst Christ is the author of righteousness and life (Romans 5:12-21, 1Corinthians 15:21,22, 45-49). 

All the events we see today were predicted by The Lord Jesus in Matthew 24:7

“For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  And there will be famines, pestilences (diseases) and earthquakes in various places.

The death and decay of the environment and all the wars we see today and all the fighting between nations is also the beginning of the end of human history, and also heralds the second coming of Christ.

See the huge significance of that choice or decision?  Your decisions are very, very important.  

Now if Adam was not a real person, if he is just a fairy tale or nursery rhyme, what does that make Jesus?  The Lord Jesus Christ knew the scriptures back to front and inside out.  As a 12 year old boy, he was in the synagogue in Jerusalem sitting in with the highly educated teachers listening to them and asking them questions.  And all who heard this 12 year old boy were amazed and astonished at His answers.  He had been there for 3 days!  How could He do this?  Because as God, He was the author of scripture.  

So why would He go through all that physical battering, legal injustice, betrayal by friends, public humiliation and finally die a painful, tortuous death as an innocent man for a fairy tale?  He would have to be remembered as the world’s all time greatest fool, or the world’s all time greatest madman.  

Either Jesus was completely mad or a fantastic fool or He was who He said He was-the Son of God and the Saviour of the world.  He was the Creator who had lowered Himself to join His creation and die for us.  Adam had to be a real person.  There is no other logical explanation.  If Adam is real, then it follows that the rest of the Bible is real, based and backed up by historical fact.  That’s what history is, His Story.

Example of the thief on the cross.

Luke 23:39-43.

Luk 23:39  Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us. 

Luk 23:40  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 

Luk 23:41  And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this Man has done nothing wrong. 

Luk 23:42  Then he said to Jesus, Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 

Luk 23:43  And Jesus said to him, Assuredly I say to you, Today you will be with me in Paradise. 

Luk 23:44  Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 

This criminal commenced the period of crucifixion (9am/3rd hour) by shouting criticism and derision at our Lord. But sometime during the first three hours of the Cross, he realizes he is going to die, and now he must make a choice.  He has not much time left!  He considers the person of Christ and his own position.  In reply to scathing comments from the other criminal we see that he does not have many words but does know the solution to his problem.  

[1] He knew that he was a sinner

[2] He knew that Christ was sinless

[3] He knew that Christ could save him

[4] He knew that Christ would come into His kingdom

Notice in verse 22 that he addresses Jesus as Lord!  In reply the Lord says that the repentant criminal will be in Paradise with Him that very day. Thus both Jesus and the repentant criminal will go to the place of the righteous dead.  The criminal on the cross had nothing but faith and belief to save Him.  He could not be a member of a church, he could not be baptized, he could not help an old lady across the road or do any good works to make himself acceptable to God.  He was saved by faith alone!  His eternal destiny was assured by his belief in who Jesus was.

The other criminal ends up in Hell, condemned forever.  He lost his chance and is in torture forever and ever.

The truth of these words will prove that He is the Christ, the Son of God the very point that others are mocking.

APPLICATION:  Every person who has not received Christ as Lord and Saviour is in the exact same position as that criminal on the cross 2000 years ago.  And boy did he cut it fine, he may not have had another minute to spare because physically Jesus was so close to death He could die any minute!  He had been beaten and whipped to a pulp, He was barely recognizable as a human being and would have lost a lot of blood.  People without Christ are in that same position right now.  What do you think of Christ?

DOCTRINE: CHRIST – WORK ON THE CROSS

The work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross is:

1. Punitive - It was a payment, a judgment Jesus took on Himself, the judgment of all sin Galatians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Substitutionary - Jesus Christ died in our place. Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be wounded for our iniquities and bruised for our transgressions. Isaiah 53:5,6, Leviticus 1:4, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary - Jesus knew the plan of the Father and He went willingly to the Cross [John 10:18] Isaiah says that He set His face as flint Isaiah 50:7

4. Redemptive -  “Redeem is exagorazo. Agorazo means “to buy in a slave market” Ek means “out”. When Jesus Christ entered this world we were in the slave market of sin. He walked in, paid the price for all of us, and opened the gate so all who wanted to could go free. Galatians 3:13, 4:15

5. Propitiatory - It satisfied God’s righteous demand for a perfect sacrifice for sin; Christ was the perfect sacrifice. Romans 3:25, 1 John 3:2

6. Reconciling - By it we are restored to a relationship  of peace with God. Romans 5:1

7. Efficacious - It is effective. When anyone puts faith in the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, tat work accomplishes the salvation. Romans 5:9, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 2:13, Hebrews 9:11-12

**********

Did you know that the Cross was harder for God than the creation account as in Genesis 1?  Jesus as the Son of God was with the Father and the Holy Spirit during the creation.  But at the cross, God the Son, Jesus Christ, was separated from God for 3 hours of darkness while all the sin of all humanity for all time was poured onto Him and judged by God.  God is perfectly Holy and can have nothing to do with sin.  This is why at about 3 pm in the afternoon, or the 9th hour, Jesus cried out “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?

So from 9am to midday there was light and people could see Him suffer.  From midday to 3pm it was dark so people could not see God judging sin.  

The word death means separation. When one physically dies your soul is separated from your body. When Adam sinned he died spiritually and was therefore separated from God.  Jesus died physically as a man but not spiritually because He was God.

When Jesus shouted out asking God why had He forsaken or left Him it was again sin which caused the separation, the sin of mankind. God had to judge sin. This was payment for the penalty of sin. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”

As in the case of Adam first there was the spiritual death which was followed by the physical death so it was with Christ.  In the case of our Lord however once God’s holiness had been satisfied by the work of the Lord on the Cross the Lord Jesus Christ became once again and forever in total intimate fellowship with God.

After this, Jesus said “it is finished!” (John 19:30)  What is finished?  The payment for sin is finished!  He paid our debt for sin in full.  There is no debt left.  Adam got us into debt with sin we could never repay to God.  Jesus paid the debt for us so we can be restored to God and made acceptable to Him.  

The Greek word for finished is “teleo”  It is noted that the word Teleo is in the Perfect Passive Indicative, the perfect tense indicating that it has been finished in the past with the result it is finished forever. The passive voice shows that it has received finishing and the indicative mood is the reality of it being completed. The cry says that it is finished once and for all or paid in full. 

After Jesus died physically, the veil in the temple was ripped in half signifying that the sin barrier between man and God was removed.

The veil was a very large and extremely heavy curtain which hung in the Temple separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. It was 20 metres [ 60 foot] high 6 metres [20 foot] wide and 5 centimetres [2 inches] thick and was heavily braided 

It was through this barrier that the High Priest used to go on the Day of Atonement to offer a blood sacrifice for the sins of the people and for the High Priest’s sins.

Obviously with a curtain of this size humanly it was impossible to tear but we see that the veil was torn from the top to the bottom giving access into the representation of the Throne Room of God. The Greek word translated “from” is Apo which means from the ultimate source which in this case is God.

What is the point of all of this?  

The point is if anyone does not have a personal living relationship with Jesus Christ, then they have another vitally important choice to make.  In a moment in time you can choose to personally trust in Jesus Christ.  It means you don’t have to live life as Solomon has described in these verses.  

When you look up at God you realize that He is perfectly Righteous and perfectly Just.  In other words you realize that God has absolute standards and that He does not play games.  All of a sudden you realize that you do not and cannot meet His righteous standards.  This is the true meaning of sin, missing the target, or falling short of God’s absolute standards.  You realize that you have sinned.  This is called the sin barrier between God and man.  

What is the link between God’s righteousness and His justice?  Justice always swings into action when righteousness is violated.  God’s justice says that the wages of sin is death, Romans 6:23.  Death is the penalty for sin (violating righteousness).  

Once you realized you have sinned, the problem is made worse because you can’t find one act of obedience to God, despite the fact that you want to obey and please Him.  So now we have another problem before God.  We are not righteous in His eyes.  Romans 3:10 says; “there is none righteous, no not one.”

So what is the solution to your dilemma?  You want to get right with God but can’t because of the sin barrier.  God has provided the perfect solution for you in Jesus Christ.  

But God is a gentleman and never twists your arm or beats you into submission.  He will never interfere with your right to choose which He gave you.  God did not twist Adam’s arm!  God was a gentleman and sat by although He loved Adam dearly and though He knew that the moment Adam sinned he would die, He would have to send His only Son to go to the cross about 4000 years later.  

Why would God the Father do this?  Because God does not force you to do anything against your own freewill.  He gives you the solution and lets you accept or reject it.  It’s that simple.  That is the Gospel, the Good News.  

We are behind the sin barrier and Jesus Christ died on the cross to tear down that barrier.  His death paid for all sin, past present and future, for every person in the whole history of humanity.  

This is a gift from God that we are free to accept or reject.  Accepting God’s gift is what makes you a Christian.  It is not an automatic entitlement.  What do I mean by that?  You aren’t a Christian because you may have Christian parents.  You aren’t a Christian because you are a member of a certain church.  

You become a Christian just like Adam became a sinner, through your personal choice.  Do you know what happens?  We have just seen what happened when Adam fell.  Immediately all through the entire creation a biochemical, physical reaction of decay began.  

Do you realize that in a split second of time when you put your trust in Jesus Christ things happen?  Jesus Christ died and removed your sins.  But He has to solve the two problems of spiritual death answered by spiritual regeneration.  When you choose to trust in Christ as your Saviour what happens?  In that exact moment the Holy Spirit puts you in union with Christ.  The Holy Spirit regenerates, or changes inside of you, your human spirit, so that now you know these spiritual things are true.  And now He can guide you.  This process of regeneration cannot be done by any human medical professional.  No psychologists or psychiatrists can do it.  

But this phenomenal, supernatural miracle occurs the moment you trust in Christ.  The Holy Spirit comes to indwell you.  God doesn’t care about how much self pity you may have, or how rock bottom you are, He will still indwell you.  This is what is meant by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  

This is also called the Baptism of the Holy Spirit where you are put in union with Jesus Christ 1 Cor 12 and He seals you.  This is God’s seal of approval on your life.  It lasts forever, for all eternity and can never be removed.  Now you have credited to your account the perfect righteousness of Christ.  Isn’t that fantastic?  It all happens in an instant of time when you receive Christ.  

DOCTRINE: HOLY SPIRIT - BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is mentioned in (1 Corinthians 12:13) "By means of one spirit are we all baptised into one body". The Baptism of the Spirit unites believers into the Body of Christ at the point of salvation.

2. The Baptism of the Spirit is different to His other ministries:  indwelling, filling, sealing, regeneration, distributing spiritual gifts, all of which also occur at the point of salvation.

3. The basis of unity and union of believers is achieved by Baptism of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:5) "One Lord, one faith, one baptism " - we have one faith in one Lord and receive one baptism, which unites us in the Body of Christ.

4. The implication of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is given in (Galatians 3:26-28) - all believers are united and "equal" in standing before God.

5. The Baptism of the Spirit provides identification with Christ  - as the Body of Christ, we share everything that He has (eg righteousness, heirship, priesthood, kingship, etc) (Ephesians 1:3, Colossians 2:12)

6. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was promised by Jesus Christ. (John 14:19-20, Acts 1:5)

7. The Baptism of the Spirit did not occur in Old Testament times. It is unique to the Church Age.  Only Church Age believers are "in Christ" - that is, part of the Body (and the Bride) of Christ. (Colossians 1:25-26)

8. The Baptism of the Spirit begins the Church Age. In (Acts 1:5) Jesus said "Ye shall be baptised with the Holy ,Spirit not many (10) days hence". In (Acts 2:3) no mention of the Baptism of the Spirit is made but the experiential side of these happenings are described. In (Acts 11:15-17) Peter says that they received the Baptism of the Spirit just as it was in the beginning and quotes (Acts 1:5).

9. The Baptism of the Spirit has nothing to do with water baptism, nor with speaking in tongues.  The Baptism of the Spirit is not an experience; it cannot be seen, felt, or experienced, it occurs instantaneously at salvation. (aorist tense excludes experience - "once and for all") (l Corinthians 12:13)

10. The incidence of tongues at Pentecost was because many nations were present in Jerusalem at that time. Tongues fulfilled two requirements, evangelisation and the first warning of expulsion of the Jews from the land which occurred in 70 AD (Isaiah 28:11)

**********

So you are not one of the cogs in the machine like Solomon thinks.  There is a time to do this, and a time to do that.  Always there is an opportunity to appropriate God’s grace.  Like the criminal on the cross, now is the time that God has given you to make a decision for or against Christ.

Ephesians 5:  As a Christian you have another choice.  You have already made the most important choice in your life and have trusted in Christ and are now in union with Him.  But now you have another decision to make as per verse 14.

Therefore He says awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead and Christ will give you light.  

The context of this verse is spiritual.  Spiritual sleep means that your spiritual conscience is off, lights out so to speak.  This means that you are living life just like everybody else, you are living as an unbeliever.  A Christian who is out of fellowship is virtually indistinguishable from an unbeliever.  Then God’s Word reaches you and tells you to wake up!  When you wake up spiritually and get back into fellowship, Christ promises to give you light.  

V15:  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise.  

A Christian is supposed to walk carefully, not as fools.  This again means that a Christian who is out of fellowship with the Lord is sloppy and careless.  They can miss 10 000 chances to do something for the Lord and not even know one of them.  Such is Christian is insensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

V16:  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Have you ever calculated how many hours are left in your life?  The formula is 24 x age-70 (average life) x365.

Redeem means to buy back that which is not yours.  

The apostle Paul is teaching that a when a Christian is walking in union with Christ, the time is counted to your eternal record.  As far as God is concerned this is the only time your live.  All the time you spend out of fellowship is wasted, God does not count it.  

V17:  Therefore, do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

Do you know what God’s Will for your life is?  Do you know what job He wants you to do for Him with the time He has given you?  If not you are wasting chances to earn eternal rewards in Heaven.  It’s only when you are walking in fellowship, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you and studying His Word that you learn God’s plan for your life.  You now have a definite purpose, you are not just a cog in the machine!

V18:  And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the spirit.

Paul emphatically states stop being drunk with wine, not only literally but also spiritually.  A drunk person is insensitive, they are dead to the world.  That’s why they don’t remember anything the next day!  

A spirit filled Christian is the exact opposite.  Compare the first part with verse 14 being asleep.  When the Holy Spirit controls your life all of a sudden the light is switched on.  

· You become alert and sensitive.  

· You are able to think Biblically.  

· You can see where Biblical principles fit into daily events in your life.  

· You become alive to opportunities to serve the Lord.  This is the filling of the Holy Spirit.

Unlike Solomon, you don’t have to be a part of the machine.  

There are two things facing all of us right now, in this very point in time.  

Unbeliever:  If you want out of the machine, now is your chance.  God has given you have a chance to make a decision that takes you out of the machine, and instead gives you a wonderful and fulfilling life in Jesus Christ.  

You have a decision to make about your eternal salvation.  You work hard for your wage or salary.  And if you are smart you don’t gamble your hard earned dollars away.  So why gamble with eternity?  Are you willing to gamble that you know more about eternity that God?  On earth you can lose everything.  People lose jobs, possessions, freedoms, money and health every day.  

But you don’t lose eternity.  Once in eternity, that’s where you stay.  Your decision now is where do you want to spend eternity?  This is the greatest decision you will make in your whole life.  

Ponder these verses:

· John 3:16.  For God so loved the world (of humanity) that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.

· V18:  He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

· Acts 16:31:  So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.

· Ephesians 2:8,9:  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.

· V9:  not of works, lest anyone should boast.

RELATED DOCTRINES:

BLIND MAN AS A PICTURE OF THE UNSAVED

1. The healing of the blind man in (John 9:1-13) parallels the condition of all those who are unsaved. 

It is of interest that this person was suffering from a congenital condition where the organs for sight were absent. Thus it was not the removing of cataracts that was in view, it was the creation of the ability for sight. 

2. He was outside the Temple and like the unbeliever he was a stranger to fellowship with God. (Ephesians 2:12)

3. He was blind and could not see. As unbelievers we are all blind to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 2:14 2 Corinthians 4:3,4). 

4. He was born that way. All people are born in sin. (Ephesians 2:1)

5. He was beyond human help with no earthly hope. (Ephesians 2:12) There is still no hope for a person born blind. There is no human cure for sin. Man cannot deal with it.

6. He was a beggar, and could not pay for healing. In grace, we also can't offer anything for salvation. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

7. He made no verbal appeal. He was sought out by the Lord and drawn as we were. (John 6:44)

8. The Lord found him and saved him. It is the Holy Spirit who calls us.

9. No other people were really interested in him. The Pharisees ignored him. The disciples had a theological debate over him, but the Lord touched him. (John 3:16)

10. He was changed. He became a new man. (Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:12; 1 John 1:7)

11. When we meet the Lord Jesus Christ we are changed. This is a good salvation passage.

SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4. We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

SALVATION:  SIN – MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION

1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God. (Romans 3:9-10)

4. The sin of Adam

a) Sin entered the world with Adam. (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12)

b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)

i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)

ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)

iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14)

c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12)

d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1)

5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22)

6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins

7. Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 6:16-19)

iii) Can result in the sin unto death. (Psalm 12:3)

iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue. (Matthew 5:11-12)

v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue. (Psalm 52:2)

c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.   The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God. (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5)

d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

e) Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)

g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples John 13:10

a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross. (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1 John 1:9)

10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)

b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)

c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)

d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)

e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)

f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)

12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples

a) The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

e) Ananias and Sapphire (Acts 5:1 -11)

13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are: wilful sin  Hebrews 10:26-31, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  Matthew  12:31,  resisting the Holy Spirit  Acts 7:51,  insulting the Holy Spirit  Hebrews 10:29

14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14)

15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13).

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)

SALVATION:  SIN - BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD

INTRODUCTION

1. The Character of God:

a) God is sovereign, absolute righteousness, justice, love, eternal life, all powerful, all knowing everywhere, unchangeable and truth.

b) God is one in essence but three in personality:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These three personalities have the same essence.

c) God the Father is the planner of man's salvation; God the Son is the executor of the plan of salvation, and God the Holy Spirit is the revealer of this plan.

2. God's Divine Plan:

a) A conference was held in eternity past between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Divine Planning) whereby it was made possible for man to have fellowship with God.

b) God's foreknowledge recognized a barrier would exist in time and that all people would be behind this barrier. (Romans 3:23)

c) Sin is a failure to measure up to God's perfect righteousness, a failure to possess "The perfect righteousness". Man cannot remove this barrier. God's Righteousness and Justice must be satisfied before His love can come to man.

d) God the Father is the author of a plan whereby He decided to treat the human race on the basis of Grace (all the Father does for us). Grace is receiving a gift. It is undeserved and unmerited, and contrary to all human concepts.

e) God the Son removed the barrier by His death on the cross. We receive Him as our personal Saviour, and perfect righteousness is credited to us. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

AN EXPLANATION OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

1. Problem of Sin:

a) Sin exists in three categories:  imputed sin, (all sinned when Adam sinned) inherent sin (the sinful nature) personal sin (sins committed).

b) Man is a sinner because Adam sinned and passed down the sin nature to the human race. The penalty of sin is spiritual death (Romans 5:12, 6:23) Every member of the human race is a sinner as far as God is concerned. (Romans 3:23)

c) In John 8:31-32 Jesus Christ addressed the Jews who believed on Him and told them to go on in truth and use what He provided. Truth sets us free from the Mosaic Law to serve the Lord and operate in grace.

d) The unbelieving, religious Jews (v 33) said they were Abraham's seed and not in bondage. They were actually in bondage to the Roman Empire, their religious leaders, and the Mosaic Law. He told them about the bondage of sin.

e) They are all born in the slavery of sin, for no member of the human race can free himself or other members of the human race. Jesus Christ became true humanity to liberate the human race. He was born outside the slavery of sin by the virgin birth as the God-Man. He paid the price for freedom of the human race - this is redemption.

2. Solution to the Problem of Sin:  Redemption and Atonement:

a) The "son abides in the house forever" (John 8:35), for Jesus Christ is "the son". He is eternal life and holy and when man believes on Him man is free and enters into union with Jesus Christ. Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ, not a religion.

b) The purchase price of our redemption is His blood (1 Peter 1:18,19, Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 1:5, Hebrews 9:11-14, Galatians 3:13) , representing His death. Jesus Christ bore the sins of the whole world (past, present and future) on the cross.

c) God is absolute righteousness and justice; the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23, Colossians 2:14). Jesus Christ cancelled the "IOU" the human race owed God. The human race owes God perfect righteousness.

d) God is perfect righteousness and we cannot pay perfect righteousness. Jesus Christ died on the cross, paying the penalty of our sins. This is expiation (Romans 5:8)

e) The doctrines of Redemption and Expiation are found in Psalm 22:1-6. God the Father and Holy Spirit left the Son because He was bearing our sins on the cross. (Matthew 27:46)

3. The Problem of the Penalty of Sin solved by Expiation (Colossians 2:14)(Romans 6:23) 

a) Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

b) By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

4. The Problem of Physical Birth (John 3) and its Solution:  Regeneration:(John 3:1-15)

a) Nicodemus (v 1) was a Pharisee. He was a very religious man, attending church three times a day and praying seven times a day. He was sincere and was a product of "salvation by works".

b) He was also a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night because he was too busy during the day doing "good". (v 2)

c) He called Jesus Rabbi or "Doctor". He admitted more than most Pharisees for he said they knew Jesus came from God, for no one could keep doing the miracles He did except God was with Him. (v 2)

d) Jesus interrupted, knowing his problem. "Except a man be born again". Nicodemus needed to be born again. (v 3)

e) Why is the new birth necessary? Man is born in this world with a soul (ability to understand and categorize human phenomena), a conscience (standard by which we judge right or wrong), and a sin nature (the source of all personal sins). The human spirit is inactivated. We are born physically alive and capable of having fellowship with members of the human race, but we are spiritually dead and cannot have fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:1). We need to be born again.

f) Nicodemus' response (v 4). He cannot think in terms of spiritual things for he has no human spirit. He asked if he could be born again physically.

g) The new birth is a spiritual birth (v 5), so Jesus Christ uses spiritual language, - water.

i) The context determines the meaning of "water" (1) Salvation - (Isaiah 55:1, Revelation 22:17) (2) God the Holy Spirit - (John 7:37-39) (3) God's Word - (1 Peter 1:23, Ephesians 5:26, James 1:18)

ii) Here "water" is used symbolically for God's Word. The new birth is a spiritual birth. The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of eternal relationship with God.

h) Contrast of two births (v 6). "That which is born of the flesh is flesh (physical birth). That which is born of the Spirit is spirit (spiritual birth)." Nicodemus should not be surprised (v 7). He needed to be born again.

i) The illustration (v 8) the wind. It can be heard but not seen. The new birth is not visible. Nicodemus still does not understand (v 9).

j) Jesus Christ used sarcasm (v 10,11) to shock Nicodemus. He is a doctor of divinity and does not understand. The Trinity ("we") knows what they speak (all knowing). Nicodemus does not have an open mind.

k) No member of the human race (v 13) ever ascended, but Jesus Christ who came from heaven (as the God Man). As God He is everywhere, and as God and Man, Jesus Christ is on earth at the same time.

l) How to be born again (v 14,15). Jesus Christ refers to (Numbers 21:4-9) the incident of the brazen serpent which was raised on a pole. This pictures Jesus Christ hanging on the cross bearing the sins of the world. (Colossians 2:14,15)

m) The result (v 15). Whoever believes in Jesus Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. The problem of physical birth is removed by the new birth. We are born spiritually by regeneration or the new birth.

5. Problem of Human Righteousness and Its Solution:  Justification and Imputation:

a) Man has no righteousness in himself as far as God's viewpoint is concerned although he may be more righteous than other members of the human race when he compares himself with them. (Isaiah 64:6)

b) God is absolute righteousness and He cannot have fellowship with us when we have human righteousness. Good deeds put us more in debt to God. (Romans 4:1-4)

c) Perfect or absolute righteousness is credited or imputed to us at the moment of salvation. (2 Corinthians 5:21) -imputation.

d) We are justified or made righteous on the basis of the absolute righteousness which God gives us.

6. Problem of the Character of God and Its Solution:  Propitiation and Reconciliation.

a) Propitiation is an act of God whereby He is satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus Christ satisfied the righteousness and justice of God.

b) Reconciliation looks at the cross from man's viewpoint. Man is reconciled to God. God is never said to be reconciled. Propitiation looks at the cross from God's viewpoint.

7. Problem of Position in Adam and Its Solution:  Positional in Christ

a) At the moment of salvation we enter into union with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:38,39, 2 Corinthians 5:17). This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)

b) By our first birth we are "in Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:22). By the new birth we share Christ's eternal life, His righteousness, His destiny, His sonship, His priesthood. etc. Everything He is, we are-, and all He has, we have.

c) Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ that cannot change. The barrier between God and man has been removed by Jesus Christ on the cross.

d) The issue now is the person of Jesus Christ. He has solved the problem of sin in the human race.

SUMMARY OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

BARRIER

WORK OF CHRIST

SIN

(Romans 3:23)


Redemption (1 Corinthians 1:29-30, Colossians 1:14)





Atonement (1 John 2:2, 2 Peter 2:1)

PENALTY


Expiation (Colossians 2:14)

(Romans 6:23)

BIRTH



Regeneration (John 3:3, Galatians 3:26, John 1:11-12)

(John 3:6)

CHARACTER OF GOD

Propitiation (1 John 2:2, Romans 3:25)

(Romans 3:23)

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MAN
Justification (Romans 3:24, Romans 5:1)

(Isaiah 64:6)


Imputation (Romans 3:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

LIFE



Position in Christ (1 John 5:11-12)

(1 Corinthians 15:22)

For Believers:  Are you filled with the spirit right now.  You can be filled with the spirit instantaneously by confessing your sins and claiming God’s promise in 1 John 1:9.  You acknowledge to God that you are responsible for your sins and that you want to find out and do His Will for your life.  You present yourself living sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto Him.  

RELATED DOCTRINES:

CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN

1. Hypostasis means standing together under one essence, two things united under one with no loss or transfer to the other and no change to either. In the person of Jesus Christ the two natures, divine and human, were inseparably linked with no loss or transfer of properties or attributes, and no mixture or loss of separate identity the union was personal and eternal. The Lord Jesus Christ is still perfectly human and divine  Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-14, Romans 1:2-5, Romans 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 1:4

2. The incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ included undiminished deity. Jesus Christ is God, He remained co equal and co eternal with the Father while on earth. Christ is eternal because God is eternal life. His deity was never affected by His death, resurrection and session. As God Jesus Christ could not die. However as a baby in the cradle he was holding the universe together.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was also true humanity; body, soul and spirit although due to the virgin birth he had no old sin nature 1 Peter 2:22

4. The two natures of Jesus Christ are united with no transfer of attributes. Each set of attributes corresponds to the respective natures. The divine attributes such as eternal life, all knowing, everywhere, refers to His divine nature, the human attributes correspond to His human nature. To remove any attribute from His deity would be to destroy deity.

5. No aspect of the divine nature was lacking, although certain attributes were not exercised in line with the Father's plan Matthew 4:1-10

6. The union of the two natures in the person of Christ must be considered personal, human to the human, divine to the divine. They are never mixed. The union was therefore personal and hypostatic; one essence with two natures.

7. Deity did not indwell humanity or possess it. The union was more than sympathy and harmony, it was unique combining the two natures eternally. He is the God – man

8. Christ had two natures in one person, therefore he could be supremely powerful yet weak at the same time.

a) Deity cannot be tempted, humanity can. Matthew 4:1-10

b) Deity cannot thirst, humanity can John 19:28. 

c) Deity is omniscient , humanity learns Luke 2:40,52

9. The necessity of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in the following:-

a) To be our Saviour he had to be man as God cannot die. Hebrews 2:14,15, Philippians 2:7,8

b) To be our mediator He had to be equal with both God and man  Job 9:2, 32-33,  1 Timothy 2:5-6

c) To be our High Priest He must be a man. Hebrews 7:4,5 14-28; 10:5, 10-14

d) To be a king he must be a man, a Jew in the line of David. Psalm 89:20-37, 2 Samuel 7:8-16

10. There are three categories of sayings or actions of the Lord:

a) From his deity alone John 8:58

b) From his humanity alone John 19:28

c) From his hypostatic union - John 11:25,26

11. The uniqueness of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is a key doctrine to understand for all believers, for it is on this point that the accurate preaching of the gospel rests. 1 Timothy 3:16

12. The gospel in one word is Immanuel - God with us. John's testimony on this point John 1:14. In Christ we see God's love and favour towards man. As God revealed himself in the Old Testament, so He perfectly reveals himself in the person of the unique person of the universe , the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterized by ecstatics)

HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT

1. RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Acts 7:51, John 16:8-11) This is hardening to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit.

2. BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Matthew 12:31) The purpose of the Holy Spirit was to reveal the person of Jesus Christ.  The Pharisees rejected this by claiming He was demon possessed.

3. LYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Acts 5:1-3) A sin of false motivation. - Ananias and Sapphira.

4. GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Ephesians 4:30) Any sin which the believer commits.

5. QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (1 Thessalonians 5:19) A believer who is not allowing the Holy Spirit to exert His full influence.

6. UNPARDONABLE SIN (Matthew 12:22-32)

a) Rejection of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour is the only sin which cannot be forgiven.  This unbelief is shown in Matthew 12:24, denying the person and power of Jesus.

b) It is impossible for a believer to commit the unpardonable sin. (Isaiah 1:18, Isaiah 44:22, 1 John 1:7)

GOD:  COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

1. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you as a Christian that you have not had the opportunity to develop resources to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

2. God's character is stable.

(a) if God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

(b) no matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

3. God's promises are secure for he is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

4. God's power is always the same:-

(a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

(b) God does not forget us or loose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

(c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

5. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

6. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

7. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

8. We should grow to the place of real confidence and blessing. (2 Peter 3:18)

9. We do this by feeding on His Word. (John 6:29, 33, 63)

INTRODUCTION

Solomon now moves into part two of his report.  In Chapter 3 verses 1 to 15 Solomon saw that there was order in the universe, but that at the same time God hid the purpose of the order from man.  The logical philosophy to develop from this view of life is fatalism.  We are all parts of a machine, there is nothing we can do about it, so the conclusion is; “you may as well enjoy what you can, while you can.”

In his old age, King Solomon observes the cycle of life and death, and from his human viewpoint concludes that this too is vanity or emptiness.

So against this background of fatalistic thinking, Solomon observes another characteristic of human behaviour; injustice in the world.

Part 2 of 2nd Report.


Eccelsiastes 3:16:  And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there. 

This is Solomon’s observation.  Everywhere he looked he saw injustice.  He found crookedness in the law courts that were supposed to dispense justice, and he found lying and deceit in his government that was supposed to practice righteousness.

Problem : Injustice.  Man has a sense of right and wrong, but injustice reigns supreme.

Why is there injustice? Why do people suffer at the hand of injustice?  The answer is because men are wicked, in this world, you can’t really trust anybody.  As God said, in Romans 3:23, “All have sinned”.

KEY WORDS

· Under the sun.  

This phrase is used repeatedly (29 times in this book) which refers to the natural, worldly thinking and experience of the natural man.

This is the sphere where Solomon is operating.  He is not thinking Biblically because he has decided to reject the Bible.  (See Ch 2:13,14).  He is a habitual carnal believer now, despite the near perfect start to his reign.

· Place of judgement/righteousness.  

These words refer to the judicial system, including the law courts and those who occupy them.  This is where wrong is supposed to be punished, where an innocent victim should receive proper recompense, and where a criminal is properly punished for his crime.

But what did Solomon see in the place of judgement?  He saw wickedness.  So he becomes pessimistic.  He gives up at the end of this report!  

Literary Method:  Solomon repeats the words wickedness and iniquity, which are synonyms, to emphasize pessimism.

Note that judgement and righteousness are also synonyms.  

WARNING:  Liberals use Solomon’s observation to claim that he could not have written this book, because he was the place of judgement.  But they miss the point.  Solomon saw injustice in his own government.  The Roman Emperor, Marcus Aurelius saw it in his government.  What do you see now in government all around the world?  This is a great source of frustration to law abiding citizens.  Even the men in high places get frustrated at it.  

APPLICATION
Injustice is not the fault of the system.  You can design the best, most failsafe system for anything, but it will never work as intended because it is operated by man who is inherently evil.  The success of every system in society you care to name hinges on the honesty, integrity and trust of people.  

One of the “buzz” words we hear now in the media is the word “transparent”.  Politicians describe processes as “transparent”.  They exhort that the workings of the inquiry into corruption should be “transparent” etc.  They are actually implying that the inquiry, or the system, or the process is honest.  But is “transparent” the same as honesty?  When was the last time you heard that a judicial process should be honest?  

DEFINITION.  The Oxford Dictionary defines the word “transparent” as an adjective describing something that can be seen through.   For example, the glass (noun) is transparent (adjective).  

On the other hand, the word honest is defined as fair and upright, not cheating or stealing.  Therefore, to be honest you need to be personally accountable for your actions, behaviour and words.

· Something can be transparent, but still be FALSE or WRONG or UNJUST!  Just because you can see a judicial process working, does not mean it is working to an honest ethic!

The fact is evil comes from spiritual forces.  These are spiritual problems that can only be solved spiritually.  Not being personally accountable is evil.  Lying and cheating is evil.  Greed is evil.  Selfishness is evil.  Spiritually, they are all rooted in the soil of the Old Sin Nature.

In the modern Western world, man has chosen to reject the Bible, and therefore, the solution to the problem.  Man is trying to solve the spiritual problem in a materialistic, rational way and wonders why he creates more problems!  People look around and see society crumbling and wonder why, yet mention the God of the Bible and what response do you get?  More and more, society rejects God’s absolute values of right and wrong and replaces it with relative truth instead!  Now God gets the blame because man’s solutions don’t work! Verse 16 is Solomon’s FRUSTRATING observation.

DOCTRINES

CONSCIENCE

1. Conscience is awareness of what is right and what is wrong, the ability to discern between good and evil. (Hebrews 5:14)

2. Conscience is imperfect, since it is based on human knowledge and ability.

3. Conscience is found in both saved and unsaved.

4. In the believer:

a) it testifies (2 Corinthians 1:12).

b) it bears witness in the Holy Spirit (Romans 9:1).

c) it should be good (1 Timothy 1:5);

d) it leads to submission (1 Peter 2:19).

e) it is pure (1 Timothy 3:9).

5. In the unbeliever:

a) it justified Paul's actions (Acts 23:1);

b) it convicted the scribes (John 8:9);

c) it bears witness (Romans 2:15);

d) it may be defiled (Titus 1:15);

e) it can be seared (1 Timothy 4:2).

6. A believer with a weak conscience has no right to evaluate any other believer (1 Corinthians 10:27-30).

7. The conscience in (1 Corinthians 8:1,13) causes Christians to act in a compassionate and thoughtful way in relation to weaker brothers. 

8. The conscience works in conjunction with the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. (Romans 9:1)

a) People who refuse to heed the conviction of God in the conscience "harden their hearts" and their conscience becomes less receptive (Ephesians 4:17-19, 1 Timothy 4:2).. 

b) When the conscience is completely blinded, God delivers people over to their own delusions.  (Romans 1:18-32, Revelation 17:8, 1 Timothy 4:1,2).

Eccelsiastes 3:17  I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work. 

In this verse, Solomon is attempting to explain his observation from verse 16.  

KEY WORDS

“God shall judge the righteous and the wicked.”  This is a statement.  

“for”  This means that he will now give his reason for the statement.

“there is a time”  refers back to verses Chapter 3:2-8.  

“every purpose and for every work”.  The second “there” in the Hebrew is at the end of the sentence.  This is to show extreme sarcasm.  

The King James Version and New King James translations are true statements but they miss the force of the original language.  

The New American Standard Version is better:

Ecclesiastes 3:17  I said to myself, “God will judge both the righteous man and the wicked man, for a time for every matter and for every deed is there.”

What does “there” mean?  It means with God.  God has His own time schedule and He will execute judgement eventually.

· Solomon’s attitude is ho hum, big deal.  In other words he is not very excited about God.

It is interesting to note that Solomon knew from the word of God, that there was a judgment to come, and that the judgement would be righteous and eternal.  God Himself, who is holy, righteous, just, and true, will perform this judicial process.  There will come a time when God will judge and correct every wrong.  There is a time when the righteous will at last be vindicated, and evil condemned and justly sentenced.  Only God can repay the perpetrators of injustice because of His character.  (Isaiah 63:4; Romans 12: 9 and Deuteronomy 32:35).

Isaiah 63:4  For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 

Romans 12:19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

Deuteronomy 32:35  To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste. 

APPLICATION.  
As Christians we have to constantly remind ourselves that God is in control and that everything happens for a reason.  There is not one injustice that has escaped our all-knowing God, and He keeps perfect accounts!

There is a time appointed for the judgment of men.  No one knows the day.  But God has said it will come in Act 17:31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

What a powerful verse this is!!  This is a promise from God that we would all do well to remember.

DOCTRINES

JUDGMENT:  CURSE

1. The curse of God is upon:

a) animal creation (Genesis 3:14)

b) ground (Genesis 3:17-19; Isaiah 24:5,6)

c) whole creation (Romans 8:22)

d) Israel's enemies (Genesis 12:3)

e) the Jews when they turned from God's Word (Deuteronomy 28:15)

f) those who preach a false gospel (Galatians 1:8,9).

2. Israel was cursed when they were dispersed but will be blessed when God restores them (Jeremiah 29:18; Zechariah 8:13).

3. Curses are on those who do not keep the Mosaic Law (Deuteronomy 27:26; Galatians 3:10) or love God (1Corinthians 16:22).

4. The house of the wicked is cursed (Proverbs 3:33).

5. Those cast into everlasting fire are cursed (Matthew 25:41)

6. Christ was cursed for the believer on the cross (Galatians 3:13).

7. He bore the symbol of the curse, the crown of thorns (Matthew 27:29).

8. The curse is removed (Revelation 21:1-5; 22:3; Isaiah 11:6-8).

JUSTICE

1. God’s character involves perfect justice as an attribute. All he does is just and righteous.  Refer Character of God, Righteousness.

2. We must adjust our lives and attitudes to God’s perfect Justice. We do this at salvation by recognizing our need of a perfect Saviour. We do that when we sin and confess our sins, recognizing that we need the perfect sacrifice for sin, and we do this through Christian growth to spiritual maturity, as we grown more Christ like, so that our lives are characterized by more justice in our dealings. Refer Sin, Salvation, Maturity.

3. God’s grace provides through the Cross what his Righteousness and Justice demands from sinful man. Romans 5:12, 6:23, 1 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 1:9, 2:2.

4. God’s perfect Justice is met by the Cross and he waits for us to appropriate the blessings of salvation through faith in Christ. He waits to bless us without any compromise to his perfect character. Proverbs 1:3, Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:13, Isaiah 30:18.

VERSES 18 – 21 ARE SOLOMON’S SECOND REFLECTION.
Eccelsiastes 3:18:  I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts. 

KEY WORDS

I said in my heart:  means this is what I think, not what God has revealed to me.  Solomon has taken a good, hard look at the world around him and makes his own conclusions relying on his intellect.

Manifest:  barah (baw-rah) means to make clear what is already there.  

For example: Ezekiel 20:38 “And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.” 
Purge out = barah.  Means to make manifest, to make public.  This is a prophecy concerning Israel at the Second Advent.  The Lord will not allow Israel back into the land.  He is going to separate the believers from the unbelievers and make the unbelievers known to the rest of the nation of Israel.  He will make public their identity.

This is the word that Solomon has used to describe what God is doing in verse 18.  The status quo of men is that justice is not done.  So he asks why does not God fix the problem now.  Solomon wants injustice to be corrected now.  Solomon reflects that man suffers injustice so that God MANIFESTS or shows man’s nature as it is!

And what does Solomon think of man’s nature?  He thinks that we are like animals.  

Evolution takes this one step further and says we are animals so logically it is alright to behave like one.  That is why abortion, now called pregnancy termination, is acceptable.  That is why survival of the fittest is acceptable, that is why selfishness is acceptable, that’s why greed is acceptable and so on.  And yet people wonder why there is no justice!  

Wicked men are compared to lions, foxes, ravening wolves, vipers, and the like.

Beast/animal:  Hebrew word for mammal, “b’hemah”.  This word usually means domesticated animals like sheep, cattle, horses and wild mammals.

Solomon is saying that God’s purpose for allowing injustice is to show that men are like these animals.  Humanity is involved in a vicious circle because man suffers injustice, and at the same time commits injustice.  Do you see how totally pessimistic Solomon has become?  

DOCTRINES

EZEKIEL – ISRAEL’S FUTURE

1. SCRIPTURE - Ezekiel.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Ezekiel, whose name means "God strengthens", was born  about 625 BC. He was the son of Buzi and of the family of Zadok (Ezekiel 1:3). He was therefore a priest who had the office of prophet. He was brought up in Jerusalem and deported to Babylon with Jehoiachim in 597 BC 12 Kings 24:14-17) some nine years after Daniel. Ezekiel settled in the village of Telabib by the river Chebar. It was not until the fifth year of his captivity that he received his call as a prophet (Ezekiel 1:2). He was then aged 30 (Ezekiel 1:1). He continued to prophesy for at least 21 years, his last prophecy being in 570 BC. His wife died suddenly the day Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem in 586 BC (Ezekiel 24:1,2, 15-18). There is no evidence that he had any children. With his training and his background, Ezekiel possessed detailed knowledge of the Temple with his writings being greatly influenced by priestly symbolism. Unlike Isaiah (Isaiah 6:6-10) and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10), whose lips were cleansed at the start of their ministry, 

Ezekiel was ordered to eat the scroll of words. Ezekiel reinforced the spoken word with dramatic symbolic acts, drawing a map of besieged Jerusalem on a brick (Ezekiel 4:1-3), lying prostrate on one side and then the other for several days (Ezekiel 4:4-8), and shaving himself with a sword (Ezekiel 5:1-17).

3. EVALUATION

a) Ezekiel 37 concerns the return of Christ and the nation Israel.

b) Ezekiel receives a vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezekiel 37:1,2).

c) The dry bones are completely without life (Ezekiel 37:2).

d) Ezekiel is told to prophesy to the dry bones (Ezekiel 37:4-6).

e) On prophesying, the dry bones come together and flesh appears and skin but no breath (Ezekiel 37:7,8).

f) Ezekiel then prophesies again and breath came into the army (Ezekiel 37:8,9).

g) Israel is without hope (Ezekiel 37:1 1).

h) God will cause the nation Israel to return to its land (Ezekiel 37:12-14).

i) The reunification of the twelve tribes is foretold (Ezekiel 37:15-20).

j) The Lord will bring Israel back from the four corners of the world (Ezekiel 37:21).

k) There will be one nation with one king, Jesus Christ, reigning over them all (Ezekiel 37:22).

l) There will be great spirituality in the nation in this period of time (Ezekiel 37:23).

m) Their kingdom established under Christ will last forever (Ezekiel 37:24-25).

n) God will dwell with them in a covenant relationship (Ezekiel 37:26-28).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The nation Israel has a future and is still the apple of God's eye (Amos 9:15; Zechariah 2:8).

b) Jesus Christ as a Jew is King of the Jews forever (Luke 1:33).

c) There would be a long period of time when Israel would be dead (Isaiah 1 1:1,1 1).

d) The initial restoration of the nation would be in unbelief (Ezekiel 11:17,19).

e) There would be a subsequent time when Israel would be spiritually aware (Zechariah 12:10).

f) Israel would become a powerful military force (Isaiah 19:16,17).

g) The nation would be reunited at this time (Luke 1:33).

h) It will be an eternal relationship (Luke 1:33).

i) Impossible situations are no problem to God (Luke 1:37).

j) What God has stated in His Word is right irrespective of the current wisdom of man (1 Corinthians 1:25).

k) God is always in control (Psalm 93:1).

l) A knowledge of prophecy gives us hope for the future (1 Thessalonians 4:18).

EZEKIEL 34:15-16  COMPARED TO  PSALM 23

15  I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD. 16  I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment.

The Lord repeats his promises for deliverance for his saints and judgment for the “aints”. The behaviours of the false prophets and sinful people has been such to prove their true identity; they were “make believers”, hypocrites and servants of moral confusion and therefore of the enemy. The Lord will act to deliver and to judge, but he is moving in his time, not the time of the people. Note the promises, and how they parallel the Shepherd Psalm, Psalm 23.

1.
I will feed my flock.

2.
I will cause them to lie down (in safety).

3.
I will seek for the lost ones.

4.
I will bring back together those scattered.

5.
I will bind up/heal those that are broken.

6. 
I will bring to health and strength the sick.

7.
I will destroy those who have grown fat and powerful by injustice and evil

8.
I will feed them with judgment.

Now Solomon goes on to explain himself.

Eccelsiastes 3:19  For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.

Do you see how his reasoning makes sense if you leave the Bible out?  Solomon is saying something that maybe we all have felt at some time, that our behaviour is no different to beasts.  We wear clothes, and have all sorts of gadgets but there is no real difference.

In fact if we are honest, in one way the animals have got it good.  They don’t have alarm clocks, they don’t have to work for their food, they don’t have to worry about being homeless.  They don’t have to worry about bosses and paying bills!  They can enjoy the sunshine any day they like.

Solomon says that eventually both man and beast die, so we are no different from them.  Therefore we have no advantage over the animals. How many people do you know who have this view?

APPLICATION

Unsaved people in this sense are no better than animals because they live their life based on the false assumption that when they die it is “lights out”.  Beasts have no concept of death because they have no soul.  BUT man does have a soul.  How sad it is when a man lives his life ignorant of his soul, and dies in ignorance, unaware of the horrible eternal consequences waiting for him.  Tragically when he is in Hell, he will be painfully aware of his environment, as the Lord Jesus Christ taught and warned about so often!

DOCTRINE

DEATH  - SEE PAGE 20
Eccelsiastes 3:20  All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again. 

This is a quote from Genesis 3:19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return which Solomon has taken out of context.  Why?

Adam and Eve chose to disobey God even though they were living in a perfect creation.  Therefore God cursed them.  The Bible teaches from start to finish that God does not interfere with freewill.  

But He does hold us responsible for our actions.  Sometimes the best way to discipline a child is let them have their own way and experience the pain of their actions. Genesis 3:19 shows why suffering exists!  It’s a curse of God on an act of freewill to teach us a lesson!

Solomon however prefers to blame God for the suffering.  He says that God wants to show man that he is no better than the beasts because ultimately our physical bodies all return to dust.  

KEY WORDS

“Go to”: in the Hebrew means in the process of going to, like walking towards something.  

Remember that Solomon was an old man when he wrote this book!  He was attending more and more funerals!  A lot of his friends, army generals, administrators were all growing old and dying.

We should ask ourselves the question “what part of man came from the dust of the earth?”

The answer is, only his BODY of course.  Interestingly, Solomon confirms this in chapter 12, verse 7:-

Ecclesiastes 12:7)  "then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it."  

Genesis 2:7: "Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man BECAME a LIVING SOUL."

How tragic that secular man goes to such extraordinary expense and efforts to somehow try to preserve his body after physical death!

Eccelsiastes 3:21.  Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?  

KEY WORDS:

“goes upward”:  a Hebrew participle meaning continuous action except when it has an article.  English grammar has 2 articles, definite and indefinite.  For example “the” is definite article (the Bible), “a” and “an” are indefinite articles (a Bible).

The translation should be:

Who knows the spirit of man that it is the one going upward, and the spirit of the beast that it is the one going downward to the earth? 

In other words he asks what is the difference between men and animals?  There is no difference!

NASV: Ecclesiastes 3:21.  Who knows that the breath of man ascends upward, and the breath of the beast descends downward to the earth?
Now do you see the real question that Solomon asks?  He is being very, very pessimistic because he thinks we don’t know for sure what the answer is.  Solomon has rejected God’s Word and therefore must reject His answer!  Also he again questions what is the difference between men and animals, just like he did in verse 19.  There is no difference according to Solomon’s human thinking.

· REMEMBER: this is not Biblical teaching!

Now compare this to Proverbs 15:24.  We can clearly see his carnality here.  This verse uses the same set of Hebrew words as in Ecclesiastes. Proverbs 15:24  The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath. 

KEY WORDS

“above” refers to the spiritual life of man.  

The Bible consistently teaches that man has a spiritual dimension that animals don’t.

POINT OF INTEREST:  The Hebrew word for animal and human life is “nephesh” as distinct from plant life.  

BUT God said that man is created in His image, which makes him different to and higher than animals.  Why would He do this?

The answer is because God wants man to know His Words that He would reveal in history and to worship Him.  God created man in His image so that man could choose to have a relationship with Him.  Not just any old relationship, but a very special relationship, like a loving father to children, or a genuine loving relationship between husband and wife.  That is a DEEP and MEANINGFUL relationship to be enjoyed for all eternity.  WE are not just animals!

We are still made in God’s image despite the Fall, despite our inherited sin nature, despite the beastly side of us.  

James 3:9 writes concerning the tongue: With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God.

Strictly speaking, nothing is said in the Bible about life after death for animals but we are told that man is made in the image of God, with a soul, with an ability to make choices and with a sense of eternity in our hearts. This is what separates us from the animal kingdom!

DOCTRINE

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a) The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b) The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16).

c) At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a) The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b) The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c) He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d) The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a) Deals with human understanding.

b) Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self-pity).

c) Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d) Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e) Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g) Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h) Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i) Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j) Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

APPLICATION

Now we are beginning to see why there is injustice in places where there should be justice.  We are can also see why man is not capable of administering justice.  And we are going to see why injustice is going to get worse as time goes on while man fools himself into thinking he is advancing! Solomon’s reasoning brings us to the theory of evolution.  In a way he predicted Charles Darwin.

What did Charles Darwin teach in this theory?  And it is still a theory, not a fact.

· That man is not a created being in the image of God.

· That man evolved from apes, which in turn evolved from slime, which in turn occurred by chance.

(If there was a big bang then who or what lit the fuse?)

· The implication is because we evolved from apes, we can be excused from behaving like them.

· The animal kingdom is ruled by one code, SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST.  Therefore if we are just animals then this should be our one moral code too!

· Evolution leaves out the possibility of God.  Therefore if there is no God, then there is no moral absolutes of right and wrong, good or evil.  If there are no moral absolutes, then what are you left with?  

The only logical outcome is survival of the fittest!  And we wonder why we have to put up with injustice.  And of course, we are all going to be totally surprised when we see injustice growing in the places that are supposed to administer justice!

Why do some parents want to send their children to “religious” schools because they like the morals, but at the same time reject and scoff at the thought that God exists.  And don’t even mention the name of the Lord Jesus Christ unless you happen to be swearing!

But they do like the idea of good morals!

Have you ever listened to the conversation around you?  Let me quote some of the sentiments I have heard.

· And gee aren’t kids obnoxious these days.

· They have no respect for parents, for the elderly or for authority.

· They don’t want to work or study.

· Look how violent they are getting.

· Have you noticed how many school girls are getting pregnant?

· The world is “going down the tubes”.

· You just can’t trust anyone any more.

· Oh let’s not mention creation in schools, or God, or prayer, or nativity scenes. 

· Lets not say “Merry Christmas” any more in case we offend someone.

· Who believes in God anyway?  He’s just a crutch for the sick and the fools, but see how the world is getting worse.  I wonder why?

Did you know that Christian parents have a tremendous advantage over non-Christian parents?  

If their children have a problem with morals and what is right and what is wrong, then their argument is with God Almighty, not their parents!  

Walking around half naked is wrong because God says it is wrong!  Sex before marriage is wrong because God says it is wrong!  

Why is homosexuality wrong?  Because God says it is wrong.

Taking drugs is wrong because God says it is wrong!  Why would you want to take drugs when you are made in God’s own image and He loved you enough to die for you on the cross so that you do not spend eternity in the Lake of Fire, which was originally prepared for Satan and his angels!
Murder is wrong because this is a crime against God himself.  Man was made in His image.  That is why God prescribed capital punishment.  But now people are punished more severely for stealing from the tax man than for murder.  Call that justice?

Every evil in society today is wrong by God’s standards.  So Christian parents, study your Bible!  As you are commanded to do in 2 Timothy 2:15:

Be diligent (STUDY! In KJV) to present yourself approved (or acceptable) to God (not men), a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  (God’s truth does not change, but man’s opinion based on relative truth does).

KEY WORDS
	
	
	

	Study
	Spoudazo
	(present active participle) be persistently zealous or enthusiastic.

	Present
	Paristemi
	(aorist active infinitive) to present yourself before a ruler.

	Approved
	Dokimos
	after testing for genuineness, to be approved for sale as the true article. Used of goods that were tested and found to be true to their label.

	Workman
	Ergates
	a person who works hard with their hands.

	Ashamed
	Anepaischuntos
	no cause existing whereby the person might be ashamed or embarrassed about their behaviour or appearance.

	Rightly
	Orthotomeo
	(present active participle) cutting a straight line.   A metaphor that could be applied to a builder, a mason, a farmer, a road builder, or town planner.


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
This is a well known and well quoted passage that has daily challenge and encouragement for us. As we go through these epistles we have seen that the requirement for service is that we resist sin and avoid distraction from our task, and that we do this daily! All this depends on a daily commitment to studying and applying God's precious word; a mental attitude that puts God's will for us ahead of all other considerations.   

A heavenly perspective is required where the thought of being ashamed in heaven as we stand before the Lord will daily keep us from sin and from anything that would lead us away from his path for each of us.

The command to "study to show" is a strong one as you see from the verb. It means to exert oneself, with zealous commitment, to really be industrious in our application of the word to life.  The reason for this commitment is seen in the second verb, to present oneself.  It reminds us that we are all to give an account of our lives since being saved before the judgement seat of Christ. (1Corinthians 3:11-15, 9:24, 25; 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, Revelation 22:12).

The only person whose opinion really matters over our lives is the Lord who bought us, and he will have us before Him where we will be held accountable.  (Dr J McEwan, Commentary Second Timothy, EBCWA, page 42).

Rightly divide:  The word here rendered “rightly dividing,” occurs nowhere else in the New Testament.  It means “to cut straight, to divide right;” and refers to rightfully and skilfully teaching the word of truth.  The purpose is to explain God’s Word according to the needs and the circumstances of individuals so that their soul is prepared for Heaven. 

Why this command from God?  Because 2 Timothy 3:16,17 says " All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction, in righteousness; V17.  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."

Verse 16 refers to all Scripture.  At the time of writing this properly referred to the Old Testament, but now it includes Old and New Testaments.

And is profitable. - It is useful; it is adapted to give instruction.
Dr J McEwan in his commentary on 2 Timothy pages 68 and 69 writes:

“The four roles of the scripture are spelt out in verse sixteen; these explain how the word is profitable to us as believers.

1.
Doctrine. - The primary purpose of the Word of God is to teach us God's policy on all matters that it comments upon.

2.
Reproof. - The importance of God's policy is that it provides correction to error and refutes all false teaching that Satan has been trying to preach since the beginning of the age.

3.
Correction. - Not only intended to convict the evil man who preaches error, the Word also is intended to assist setting straight those who have in foolishness or ignorance fallen away from the true way.

4.
Instruction in righteousness. - The Bible contains systematic doctrinal teaching about all subjects and when taught by the prepared pastor becomes a tool for disciplined training for the believer that they might fully know and apply the will of God to their life.

The result of these things is that the believer will be:  (in verse 17)

1.
Perfect. - This word (Greek, artois) was used to describe the fully trained Roman soldier, tough and ready for all campaigns in all weathers and strong in mind and body against all enemies. The full knowledge of the Word of God should render the believer capable of meeting all challenges that the world, the flesh or the devil can throw at them.

2.
Thoroughly furnished. - The first concept is of internal preparedness while this refers to external preparedness, that the soldier has a full and complete kit which readies him for all conditions.  Whatever he faces the believer has what he needs to deal with it if he knows and applies the doctrines of the Word of God.

KEY WORDS
	
	
	

	Scripture
	Graphe
	writing by an apostle or one authorized to write.

	Inspiration
	Theopneustos
	God breathed.

	Profitable
	Ophelimos
	will produce profit/gain in the person who takes it seriously and applies it.

	Doctrine
	Didaskalia
	teaching.

	Reproof
	Elegmos
	convicting of error, proving the truth, refuting false teaching.

	Correction
	Epanorthoris
	setting up straight after something has fallen over.

	Instruction
	Paideia

	disciplined instruction as by a drill instructor in the Army.

	Righteousness
	Dikaiosune
	God's standard of what is right and proper.

	Perfect
	Artios
	fit for the job, completely trained as a soldier, capable to meet the challenges expected.

	Furnished
	Exartizo
	(perfect passive participle) fully equipped, completely outfitted for active service as a soldier, or storms if a ship's outfitting is in view. (The two concepts together mean trained and equipped for the job ahead).


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
This is one of the most important passages in the Word of God and we must pause here and think deeply about its significance, for here we see the Holy Spirit through the Apostle speaking of the Bible itself and the importance and purpose of all divine revelation. The absence of the verb in verse sixteen brings even more power to the passage, "all scripture God breathed!"     

APPLICATION

Do you know the Word of God as a soldier knows his drill manual? Are you able to find a passage in the Bible that applies to your present situation or do you stand in a place of confusion not aware of God's policy?   These verses make two vital points for us all.

1. God's word has the doctrines within it to assist us in all situations, to help us face every test of life in a way that honours God and maintains our position as his children.  

2.
If we are not prepared for a crisis, or if we fail to meet a challenge in a triumphant way it is only because we have failed to prepare by study of the Word, or failed to apply the Word to our experience.    

Either way, we are responsible for our failure. Paul makes it clear that the Lord has done all he needs to do, we have the Word and we have the Holy Spirit to assist us learn and apply, if we fail it is because we choose to live in ignorance rather than apply God's truth.

We are meant to be prepared, like the Roman soldier, for all things that the enemy might throw at us. If we are not it is because we have been disobedient and refused to hear, believe and apply the doctrines of the Word of God.”  (Dr J McEwan, Commentary on Second Timothy, p68-69).

· EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON THE WORD OF GOD

Ecclesiastes 3:22.  Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works, for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?

This is conclusion number 1 to Solomon’s observation of injustice in verse 16. Solomon as an old man looks back over his life, from his physical birth to his death.  What does he see?  He sees injustice all the way through!  This is from the great king, famous for his wisdom, which was originally requested for the purpose to rightly judge God’s people!

1 Kings 3:5-10 In Gibeon Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream by night. And God said, Ask what I shall give you!  6 And Solomon said, You have shown to Your servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before You in truth and in righteousness and in uprightness of heart with You. And You have kept this great kindness for him, that You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is today.  7 And now, O Jehovah my God, You have made Your servant king instead of David my father. And I am a little child; I do not know to go out or come in!  8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a numerous people who cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.  9 And give to Your servant an understanding heart, to judge Your people, to discern between good and bad. For who is able to judge this, Your great people?  10 And the word was good in the eyes of Jehovah, that Solomon had asked this thing”.

In verse 17 of Ecclesiastes chapter 3, Solomon said that eventually God will get around to getting rid of injustice, in His own time, but that he wants God to do it now!  So verse 22 is an expression of his uncertainty.

Eccelsiastes 3:22.  Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works, for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?

Note the phrase “For who shall bring him (man) to see what shall be after him?”

KEY WORDS

See:  means to gaze at with the purpose of studying, to discern.

Solomon is saying that there is no way of knowing what happens after you die.

What shall be after him - i.e. what shall become of the results of his work after he is dead? (Compare Ecclesiastes 2:19; Ecclesiastes 6:12).

APPLICATION

No man can know what the result of all his work will be after he dies.  Therefore the only enjoyment one can get from his work is in the present life, in the “here and now”.  This is our portion or heritage.  

Rather than working to build treasure on Earth, which will only last for a short time, and make us feel happy for a short time, believers should be aiming to build up treasures in Heaven.  This is the only work that will reap eternal happiness and rewards.  (Matthew 6:19-21).

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER

1. Nearly every letter of Paul opens with the prayer greeting,  "Grace mercy and peace to you all from God...." i.e. Gods love in action, unmerited favour and blessing in all areas of life and peace. Eirene = prosperity, a relaxed mental attitude, rest in soul, no strife.  

2.  "Peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:7.  Peace of mind = greatest prosperity of all! This is what the wealthy crave for and the lack of it is why they often suicide !

3. Israel looked to blessing in time as the key thing.   For them, power/money/status = sign of spiritual blessing!   This is not necessarily so for our age of history. There is no direct promise to Christians that spirituality = monetary wealth. The principle of Matthew 6:31 -34 applies to us. Put God first and do not worry about future, i.e. apply doctrine and get to work. (Lord will not see you short, 1 Corinthians 10:13, you will never be pushed beyond what you are able, with doctrine, to stand). In Israel to be in poverty = judgement, but this is not so for the Christian, Philippians 4:11,  "In whatever state I find myself there I am content." 

4. Christian maturity = spiritually minded + Peace and Prosperity, c.f. carnally minded = death. Romans 8:6.   To be carnally minded = concerned for things that decay! =  living death! We are to be concerned for things of eternal consequence = liberated. 

5. Not having our eyes on earthly treasures. Matthew 6:21 - for where your thoughts are = there your soul rests and lives!    Question for you, Where does your soul  live today?  Turn to James 5:1-6 (Read). NB:    James is writing to believers with unjust business practises. Turn to Luke 12:16-21 (Read). The warning is clear, don't be the richest man in the cemetery!

6. Our treasure is hidden in earthen vessels = doctrine  in the soul! 2 Corinthians 4:6&7

7. Riches = Gods word.   Colossians 3:15&16. The result of this = others blessed and comforted. 

8. Prosperity for believer = fruit of Spirit in the Soul. Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 1:3. Love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,..... 

9. The overflow of this spiritual status may be physical and monetary prosperity. It is bona fide for mature believer to pray for money!  3 John 2 "I wish that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers." This is a good prayer = that a persons wealth keeps us with their spiritual resources to cope with it!   Such a believer will use their wealth to honour God.

If this physical prosperity is part of Gods will for us, then we can relax with it, for can only give as we prosper! 1 Corinthians 16:2 should The point in these verses is that God pours when we have the spiritual capacity to cope and use it. Read 1Timothy  6:6-12 
NEW TESTAMENT SOLUTION.

It’s not hard to see that we live in a world that wants “good” morals, but at the same time rejects the true and living God of the Bible.  How will injustice be stopped and punished? The answer is in 2 Peter 1:16-18. These verses show for certain how injustice will be corrected. 2 Peter 1:16-18 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. (The transfiguration was not a hallucination.  It was seen by three pairs of eyes!)  17 For He received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18.  And this voice which came from Heaven we heard, when we were with Him on the Holy mount.

As far as our records go Peter did not talk about this incident until long afterwards, in fact until he was about to die. 
Injustice will be corrected and paid back when The Lord Jesus Christ returns again.  It will not be corrected by man’s efforts.  

BACKGROUND.  (Dr J McEwan, Second Peter, p 37ff).

The Apostle Peter is recounting when the Lord told him that he would not die before he would see Him coming in His power and glory.  (Matthew 16:28-17:8).  Six days later, Peter, James and John were up on the mountain.  They witnessed, with their own eyes, Jesus change His body into a body of power and glory.  These three men also saw Moses and Elisha talking with the Lord.  The Lord Jesus gave them EMPERICAL evidence of the future.  They were given a preview of the Second Coming.

In verse sixteen, Peter uses the strong word “epoptes”, translated, eye witnesses. It was a Greek word signifying those who had entered into the sacred mystery religions, and fully known them, and had seen the pagan god’s theophanies. It was the word to say, “we know this, without doubt, we have seen God”. He refers back, in his walk with the Lord to the events on the Mount of Transfiguration. We saw a glimpse of his majesty, Peter says, and it was the power and majesty that drove us to our knees. A right view of the Lord will protect us under pressure, for we follow the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. We are on the right side of history, with the winner as our Lord. (Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9, 1 Timothy 6:15, Revelation 19:16).

(John would later record the words of the Lord in John 21:18-19.  Peter, like his Lord would suffer the agonising death of crucifixion, but feeling unworthy to die in the same way, requested that he be killed upside down. The Romans, always keen on a bit of variation, obliged, and so they killed Peter, after first killing his elderly wife in front of him.  The horror, to us, as we contemplate this, was well known to Peter, he had seen many crucifixions; yet his mind is clear and his heart stilled. It is recorded by the early church that he called out to his wife, as she died on her cross, to keep thinking of her Lord and so to die bravely, which she did.)

QUESTION:  Would you be prepared to die for a lie, or for a “cunningly devised” fable?

You will remember that during the Transfiguration, Peter was told by God the Father to “shut up” (stop talking! imperative grammar in the Greek) because he was talking about building tents, something that was completely ridiculous under the circumstances, and to listen to Jesus instead!

This is why Peter could say in verse 18 that they heard these things!  Peter remembers being rebuked by God Almighty! So in verse 19 Peter is able to reassure us that: 2 Peter 1:19.  And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.
KEY WORDS

Confirmed = made sure (perfect tense, not actually a verb)

Sure  - bebaioteros  - more certain than visual, experiential evidence (eye witness)
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

What can be more sure than the very word of God coming from the heavens? What can be more sure than the memory of an actual event that you were the eye witness of?  Peter says that the living Word Of God is “more sure” than even his dramatic transfiguration experience.

‘more sure’, underlining that the Word of God is much greater than personal experience. What a challenge this verse is. Is the Bible, to us, more real than our experiences? For this is the demand that Peter makes upon us. If we lack this certainty we lack apostolic faith. For the men on the mount with Jesus that day, the scriptures they held in their hands were more real than the memory of that unique event!

The Lord Jesus has done all he can to give real evidence about His return and solve the problem of injustice.  Remember that at this time The Lord is giving evidence about Old Testament prophecy. (Zechariah 14:4-9, 487 BC).

So this proves that Solomon got it wrong in Ecclesiastes 3:18.  We do know for sure that God will deal with injustice.

2 Peter 1:20-21. “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation. 21.  for the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

Private interpretation: This event was not made up.  It was not an idea.  They did not dream of the Second Advent.  They did not learn about it from philosophy.  They were told about it by God directly revealing it to them.

DOCTRINES
CHRIST:  TRANSFIGURATION

1. The transfiguration scene is given in Matthew 17:1-9 and is a representation of the Second Advent and coming kingdom of the Lord - the Millennium.

2. On the mount was the Lord in his resurrection body. (Matthew 17:2)

3. Moses in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have died.

4. Elijah in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have been translated. (1 Corinthians 15:50-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

5. Peter, James and John in their natural bodies depict the regenerate of Israel entering into the Millennial Kingdom in their natural bodies to re-populate the earth.

6. The multitude at the base of the mountain represent Gentile believers who also enter into the Millennial Kingdom. (Isaiah 11:10-12)

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

This is the hope of the church from the day it was announced at his ascension - Acts 1:10,11, and recalled at every communion service, where the believers took the cup with the words, "until he comes" - 1 Corinthians 11:26.  This was the focus and confidence (hope) of the early church, the Lord is risen and he is coming again.    

The great truth of the Lord's coming and all it will mean for mankind and the earth brings Paul to the point of praise filled worship towards the Lord, and he "sings" a doxology to the glory of God – 1Timothy 6:13-16.

The Lord is referred to as the:

1. “Blessed and only potentate”. The Lord is perfectly happy/blessed as he is in control of the universe and his plan is working out. He is the real ruler of the world and this will one day be seen by all.

2. “King of kings”, emphasises that he is ruler over all men who have ever ruled the earth as kings.

3. “Lord of lords”, indicates his victory over the angels, so that he is recognised by all as supreme ruler.   Every knee will bow to him. Isaiah 45:23,  Romans 14:11,  Philippians 2:10.

4. “Who only has immortality”. He alone has by nature and deed true immortality, in that as God he has always been in existence and as man he has defeated sin and death through the cross and resurrection, and it is in his power and because of his position that we have everlasting life (we had a beginning but we will like him, have no end).

5. “Dwelling in the light”. Light was the clothing of Adam and Eve before the fall and is the clothing of the resurrected Lord. He lives in the purity and radiance of unapproachable light. This made the elders of John's vision in Revelation sink to their knees and sing praises. Revelation 4:3-11. 

We do not have the right "vision" of the Lord today in many churches; we see him only as he was on earth, not as he is in heaven now. The phrase of Paul directs Timothy to look up and get a clear view of the Lord as he is in glory and so worship and serve him more appropriately.

6. “Who no man has seen or can see”. This is a confusing passage for the Lord has been seen in his resurrection body and visions of his glory have been given to John and Paul at least. 

What does Paul mean? He means that we see only the Lord in resurrection body since the cross, but not in his full glory as God, for that would completely and literally "blow us away". 

Even John who was granted such a great series of visions that he recorded for us in Revelation, says, "no man has seen God at any time",  1 John 4:12, John 6:46. Maybe we will see him fully as he is, in heaven when we have our resurrection bodies. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

7. “To him belong all honour and power everlasting”. The only one fully deserving honour or reverence is the Lord and he is the only one with true power that lasts forever.

Paul ends this doxology with the "amen", or "so be it". It is the way of saying, "I believe it, it is so", and we must all say amen to the above points, or we will continue worshiping an inadequate view of the Lord.

Do we serve the Lord with an accurate picture in our minds of how he is today? It is easy to be slack when we think of him only as the one who walked the lanes of Israel, but consider the visions of John and bow down before him as he sits or stands in radiant light the all powerful King of kings and Lord of lords, the true ruler of the universe in his full power.

The Lord's coming for the church, terminates the church age and opens the door to the Great Tribulation and then for his final victory over sin and death and the establishment of his kingdom. 

CHURCH:  SECOND ADVENT

1. Israel under dispersion no longer represents Christ on this earth.

2. Israel is replaced by the Church, the Body of Christ. (Acts 2:47, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Ephesians 1:22, 23, 2:16, 4:4, 5, 5:23, 24, 30-32, Colossians 1:18, 24, 2:19)

3. The Body of Christ is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 2:10)

4. When the Body is completed, the Rapture of the Church occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

5. Then the Body becomes the Bride, and is prepared for the Second Advent.

(a) The Bride receives a resurrection body like Christ's (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1, 2)

(b) The Bride's old sin nature is removed. (Philippians 3:21)

(c) The Bride is cleansed from human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-16)

6. The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13, Revelation 19:6-8)

7. Then follows the conquest-

(a) Satan imprisoned (Revelation 20:1-3)

(b) Demons removed from the earth. (Zechariah 13:2, 1 Corinthians 15:24, 25, Colossians 2:15)

8. The removal of the demons changes the environment of the earth and causes perfect conditions during the Millennium.

(a) Religion removed.

(b) False doctrine removed.

(c) Perfect environment restored.

WHAT IS THE SECOND ADVENT GOING TO BE LIKE?
Rev 19:11 cf.  The Apostle John is privileged to get an audio visual preview of the closing of human history. There will come a time when the Lord Jesus Christ will come in tremendous power and might to fight, to win and to judge. He is absolutely righteous and He will not tolerate unrighteousness forever.

Rev 19:11  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war.

Most people today regard Jesus Christ as meek, gentle and love, but in a “doormat” sort of way.  It is true that He is pure love, but this is balanced by absolute righteousness. He will not tolerate unrighteousness forever.

KEY WORDS.  (P Moses, Revelation Commentary Book 97–2, page 395 ff).

“Make war” is the present active indicative of “polemeo”. Millions of men under arms are killed at the Second Advent and it is done by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Present tense = implies action in the present time, a dramatic present focuses attention on a dramatic event in history.

Active voice = the subject (Lord Jesus Christ) produces the action (war) of the verb.

Indicative mood = mood of reality showing that an event actually occurred.

The Lord is on the offensive and is charging into war under full power!  
YOU DO NOT WANT TO BE ON THE RECEIVING END OF THIS ATTACK!

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

“Krino” translated to judge in this verse compares with “dikaioma” (righteousness) a judicial sentence in Revelation 19:8.

Opened is in the perfect tense which means that it is opened with permanent results.

White horses were used for victory parades. They were very rare with the normal horses being grey. In the ancient world, when a general came in victory, he rode a white horse, usually a stallion. Antichrist had his counterfeit of this in Revelation 6:2. 

On the other hand, if a king or general came in peace, he rode a mule or donkey. Thus Christ first came riding the ass at His so-called "Triumphal Entry." He was rejected and crucified as the Prince of Peace. 

However, He will return as the victorious Lion of Judah--this time in judgment He is always called faithful and true. Makes war is the present active indicative of “polemeo”. Millions of men under arms are killed at the Second Advent and it is done by the Lord Jesus Christ.

APPLICATION

It should be noted that only humanity can sit on a horse as deity is everywhere. The Lord Jesus Christ is coming back.

He is called here “Faithful and True” Jesus bore the sins of the world and warned that apart from Him, no man could come to the Father John. 14:6. He is faithful to His word, both for blessing and cursing, and His own integrity demands the following judgment. God is faithful to us right now even though we may be fickle.

Rev 19:12-21  His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns.  He had a name written, that no man knew, except Himself.  13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.    16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.  17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls [vultures and scavenger birds that eat dead flesh.] that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;  18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.  19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.  20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.  21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

This event is then followed after the Millennium by the Great White Throne judgement. In Revelation 20:10-15
THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT

Revelation 20:10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the Lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

The beast is the Antichrist world dictator and the false prophet is the leader of the world religion, which we can see forming right now!

Death is not annihilation!  Our souls will be fully conscious of our eternal environment.

APPLICATION.

Suicide is not a way out.  It only opens the door to your eternal destiny.  Your life is not ended.

Revelation 20:11.  Then I saw a Great White Throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.
The word for heaven refers to the universe, not the dwelling place of God and our heavenly home. Therefore this is a statement of fact that the earth and the universe will be removed to make way for a new heaven and a new earth.  (2 Peter 3:7,10-12).

Revelation 20:12.  And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.  And another book was opened, which is the book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.
Notice that sins are not mentioned or judged!  Sins were judged and paid for at the cross by the Lord Jesus Christ!  What separates man from God at this judgement is man’s rejection of God’s provision and replacing it instead with human good.  The people left here are the ones who believe that their good works are enough to get them into heaven and into favour with God.  The Book of Life contains the names of all who accepted God’s provision of absolute righteousness.

What is God’s response to these poor souls?

Revelation 20:13.  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them.  And they were judged, each one according to his works.
God gives them a fair trial.

Revelation 20:14  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.
· Death and Hades means the complete person made up of spirit, soul and body.  

· Remember that Hades is the place of conscious punishment without the physical body.

· The first death is when spirit and soul is separated from the body.  

· At the second death, spirit, soul and body are re-united and it’s the complete person that is thrown into the Lake of Fire.  (Rev 20:14).

The word “is” does not occur in the original. Literally it says “this the second death” which makes the verse far more hard hitting.

Rev 20:15  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
The Apostle Peter says that these verses are not a myth!  God’s judgement and punishment on evil is not a “cunningly devised fable”.  It is a true fact!  Does it seem credible to you that something like this could have been dreamed up by men who believe they are inherently good?  

Good works do not count in the end.  In fact, the more you rely on good works to earn salvation, the more you trample on God’s provision of His Son who is perfectly Holy and therefore perfectly righteous.  And the more you trample on God’s perfect gift of Salvation, the more you condemn yourself.

Unbelievers at the Great White Throne will see how far short they fall of God’s perfect standard of righteousness.  They will have no answer to why they rejected His provision of a free pardon!  They chose the free trial and lost!

Be warned, when God at the Great White Throne judgement pronounces the final destiny to unbelievers, their punishment will be what they fear and hate the most.  

Therefore it is true that God does not condemn men to hell; they condemn themselves. In every one of them will be the knowledge of God's fairness and of the freedom of the gift of eternal life in Christ. In this sense everyone in hell will be a believer; they just believed too late

An understanding of the lake of fire is essential in understanding judgment and salvation.

What counts is if you have received what God has provided for you in the saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

To receive Jesus Christ you have to know about God’s righteousness and evil, about God’s judgement and punishment on evil and about eternal life in heaven or in hell.  

If you are an unbeliever you need to investigate these things, weigh the evidence and make an informed decision.  These verses show that you will believe in the future, but by this time of judgement it will be too late for you.
James 2:19.  You believe that there is one God.  You do well.  Even the demons believe – and tremble.

Now you know why the demons believe and tremble!  So, where does that leave unbelievers?

DOCTRINE

CHRIST: TESTIMONIES BY CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION

1. "I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last" - Jesus Christ knows all things (1:11)

2. "I am the first and the last" - He is eternal (1:17)

3. "I am he that liveth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forever more, Amen; and have the keys of hell and death " - He became the God - man and died for us conquering death and saving us from an eternity in hell (1:18)

4. "These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks." - He has the ministers of the church in his hand and is present in the churches. (2:1)

5. "These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive." - He combines eternality with his sacrificial death. (2:8)

6. "These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges." - He is and has the Word of God. (2:12)

7. "These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass" - He is not only Saviour but is also Judge. (2:18)

8. "These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars."- He gave the church the Holy Spirit so that the church can function (3:1)

9. "These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth and no man openeth." - He is holy true and has authority. He also gives opportunities to enable us to serve. (3:7)

10. "These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God"; - He has the final authority and is the revelation of God and the source of God's creation. (3:14)

11. "Behold I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me." - He calls to man but does not coerce the freewill of man. (3:20)

ANGELS:  SATAN'S DESTINY

1. Satan is called a "prince" indicating that he had his own power and followers. (John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2, 2 Corinthians 4:4)

2. Yet he is still a creature, and is still ultimately subject to God (Job 1:12)

3. At the cross, Christ defeated Satan, as his main power was through sin and death. (John 12:27-32, Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 15:54-56, Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2:14-15

4. God purpose with the world is not yet complete - therefore the enforcement of Satan's defeat will not take place until the end of the Millennium (Hebrews 1:13, Revelation 20:10)

5. Satan's final judgment is sure:- 

a) When he fell he was condemned, this was before (Genesis 1:2).

b) In the garden the certainty of God's judgment was announced. (Genesis 3:15)

c) The Cross was his final defeat. (John 12:31, Colossians 2:14-15)

d) In the midst of the Great Tribulation his access to heaven will be stopped. He will no longer be able to slander believers. (Revelation 12 :7-12)

e) At the Second Advent he is arrested and bound. (Revelation 20:1-3)

f) After the Millennium he is briefly released to lead the last great rebellion against God, and is finally cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:10)

g) There are therefore four falls of Satan:-

i) from his place in eternity past to the earth with access to heaven.

ii) then that access is denied causing him to be restricted to the Earth.

iii) he is then contained in Hades for a thousand years.

iv) then his final fall into the Lake of Fire.

6. Satan has six abodes in his journey from the throne room of God to the Lake of Fire.

a) The Throne of God - Ezekiel 28:12

b) The Mineral Garden of Eden - Ezekiel 28:13

c) The Atmospheric Heavens - Ephesians 2:2, 6:12

d) The Earth - Revelation 12:7-12

e) The Abyss - Revelation 20:1-3

f) The Lake of Fire - Revelation 20:7-10

DEATH – SEE PAGE 20
JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages- (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgment and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) - (the Wheat and the Tares)

(Matthew 13:47-50) - (the good and bad fish)

(Matthew 25:1-13) - (the Ten Virgins)

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in (Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12)

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in (Matthew 25:31-46) (the sheep and the goats)

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in (Daniel 7:10) are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE

1. The judgment of the Great White Throne is the last judgment. (Revelation 20:11, 15)

2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgment as there is no judgment for Christians. (Romans 8:1)

3. The last judgment occurs at the end of the Millennium. (Revelation 20:7-15)

4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12)

5. The judgment is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that he is only satisfied by "The Good Work". The death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15)
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