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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

We live in an extremely materialistic world. For those of us who live in the industrialised western countries we are surrounded and bombarded by the media to buy, buy, buy. We are judged by our level of material wealth. Who we are (that is, what our character is) is judged by what we have. We are treated and judged by what sort of car we drive. Our lives are devoted to being “successful”. We work in our youth so that we can provide for ourselves when eventually our time comes to leave the work force.

This thinking is also drummed into our children. By the time our children start pre-school they ask for things they see and want from the shops. They become victim to cleverly designed television ads telling them that if they get this toy or fad, they will be happy and accepted by other children. Unfortunately, these children grow into adults with a constant desire to accumulate things so that they can be happy.

At some point the question “Is it worth it?” begs to be asked. Is there more to life than chasing all the things that other people, and the world, tell us we must do, or have, so that we can be happy?

Everyone dreams of winning Lotto. “If I could be rich, I would be happy”. I’m sure everyone has this thought. If I could get a better job, more status, I would be happy. The list of desires, wants, accomplishments and things that promise to make us happy is endless.

So why do people in the developed nations end up miserable? Many people lie in their deathbed full of regret of how they spent their life. People reach their forties and have a “mid life crisis” because now about half their lifetime has gone and they are still not happy. They think that trying to play “catch up” with their youth will bring them happiness.

Why do so many people, who have so much, meet disappointment and disillusionment in their quest for happiness? What is the truth about happiness?

Thankfully, the Bible has the answer.

ABOUT ECCLESIATES

The book of Ecclesiastes is a fascinating journey of discovery towards answering the truth about happiness. Every person in the world today, whether knowingly or unknowingly, whether they like it or not, are looking for happiness. How many find it? How many leave this life with the knowledge that they succeeded in finding true happiness?

The message of this book is for every human being alive today, it is uncannily and completely relevant to our modern world, even though it originates from Old Testament times.

To properly study Ecclesiastes we need to first understand:

· Ecclesiastes is a unique portion of God’s Word.  Unique because it has a tone of pessimism and has areas that seem to contradict other areas of God’s Word. 

· Its canonicity has been questioned because people fail to understand the purpose and reasoning behind the conclusion of this book.

· The background history and setting of the book.

· The background of the author.

Once armed with this knowledge, the student will enjoy, appreciate and be able to apply the lessons learnt immediately into their life.

It is a very important book for our time as we face the same daily changes as Solomon did in his time.

First we will look at the book’s historical background and setting.

BACKGROUND

TITLE

The title comes from the opening verse, “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.” 

The Hebrew word for “Preacher” is “qoholeth” (from “qahal”) and means “to assemble”. Interestingly, this word is not found in any other Old Testament book.

A qoholeth was an official speaker to an assembly of people.

The Greek rendition of the Hebrew is ecclesiastes, ek meaning “out of”, and klesis, meaning “a calling”.

Therefore the title Ecclesiastes means one who assembles, or calls people out of a population.

The word “Preacher” occurs seven times (1:1,2,12 and 7:27 and 12:8,9,10) in this book and, as already noted, not in any other Old Testament book.

AUTHORSHIP

Although not directly referred to by name, the first verse identifies the author as being “the son of David, king of Jerusalem.” Most scholars interpret this as being King Solomon. In Chapter 1:12 there is a second reference to Solomon; “I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.” The context for this verse was that Solomon was an old man remembering back to the start of his reign.

PLACE IN THE BIBLE

The English Bible has five poetical books; Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon. Ecclesiastes is the fourth book.

STYLE

Ecclesiastes is also classed as “Wisdom Literature”, like Proverbs and Job. These books are written in the style of a philosopher who is describing in terse, brief lines personal observations, reasoning, reflections and conclusions about life. Sometimes the writings are in a poetical form, like Proverbs. King David, as a singer, wrote Psalms in the style of songs.  King Solomon, as a great philosopher, wrote Ecclesiastes in the style of a philosopher.

DATE OF WRITING.

Solomon was the third and last king of a united Israel. Under his rule, Israel enjoyed a very peaceful and prosperous time. The nation was heavily involved in international trade, more than at any other time in its history. Most of the population had a high standard of living. His nation was strategically well placed for maximum political power and control over trade routes crossing the land. This was Israel’s “Golden Age”

The language used in the book coincides with the commercial and political status existing at the time.

This and other evidence places a date of about 940BC, written by Solomon as an old man.

CANONICITY

Ecclesiastes was included in the canon of scripture because it shows:

· What happens when a believer is out of fellowship and,

· That “the grass is not greener on the other side”.  The Holy Spirit has included the spiritual wanderings of Solomon to see if the grass is greener and report back to us, from one believer to another.  No man in history is more qualified or better equipped than Solomon for this task.

BACKGROUND TO KING SOLOMON.

Knowing about the history of Solomon will be a remarkable experience, and help with understanding the message of Ecclesiastes.

FAMILY

Solomon was David’s tenth son and the second son born to Bathsheba. The name Solomon comes from the Hebrew word shalom and means “peace” or “peaceable”. The name occurs about 300 times in the Old Testament and twelve times in the New Testament. It was associated with wisdom and wealth. 

Nathan the prophet gave the young boy Solomon another private name, Jedidiah, which means “beloved of the Lord”. Nathan received this name from God (2 Samuel 12:24,25).

Solomon’s family was extensive. In 2 Samuel 3:2-5 we are told he had six half brothers born in Hebron.

King Saul and King David, Israel’s first two kings were born and grew up among the villages and common people. Solomon was the opposite. He was born in the palace at Jerusalem and grew up among powerful and wealthy people. He knew a royal lifestyle. He had the best education available and did not know poverty or hunger. However he was not completely sheltered from the bad things in life. He knew jealousy and hate. Several of his older half brothers met violent deaths and one half sister was raped.

HOW HE BECAME KING

Solomon was far from being one of David’s elder sons. Although some of his older brothers had violent deaths, there were other brothers that could qualify to be David’s successor. The right of succession by age had not yet been established in Israel. 

Several years before, the Lord showed David that Solomon would be the next king (1 Chronicles 22)

Solomon almost did not become king. Saul and David were made kings by direct acts of God. So David was expecting the same to happen with Solomon. Apparently this is why David did not personally make Solomon’s future kingship formally legitimate, and was slow to make Solomon known as the next king. But God did not act according to his expectation.

History records an intriguing struggle for the throne between Solomon and one of his older brothers, Adonijah. Adonijah tried to secure the throne by means of a coup. He had the support of some powerful men. One of these men was Joab who was the General of the Army.

Joab had always been a powerful military leader and controlled strong forces to support Adonijah. He was also backed by Abiathar, a leading priest, who had been a close adviser to King David for a long time.  Abiathar gave the impression of a religious blessing. 

Adonijah’s takeover demanded the element of surprise. Nathan the prophet heard that a religious festival was going to be used for an attempt to get the throne. He rushed to Bathsheba with the news and together were able to revive the dying king long enough to beat the coup. King David ordered that Solomon be anointed as king. Another high-ranking priest named Zadok performed the procedure under the protection of Benaiah, the commander of David’s personal bodyguard.

Adonijah and his supporters were caught entirely by surprise. The penalty for such an act was death. However King Solomon granted Adonijah his life. After a second, more underhanded, attempt by Adonijah to again get the throne, King Solomon ordered his death. (1 Kings 2:24,25).

Solomon, after suitably dealing with other coup members with death or exile, now had no opposition from any high-ranking officer that served under David. Solomon could now organise the kingdom anyway he wanted. The only checks to his rule were God’s laws given by David in 1 Kings 2:2-4, the support of his people and Solomon’s personal encounters with God. And so began his reign at the tender age of 20 (1 Kings 1:5) in 1015BC.

SOLOMON’S SPIRITUAL LIFE

As a young king, Solomon showed great spiritual understanding.  In 1 Kings 3:5-15, we read how Solomon received his wisdom. God was so pleased with his request that He also granted him much wealth and fame.  Note though, that Solomon did not ask for spiritual wisdom.  He was wise in the areas of politics and of national leadership.  He was most definitely wise in judgement of the people.  But in the area of spiritual discernment he was lacking.  Maybe this is why God required Solomon to live according to His commands.  God also told him that in the areas of wisdom, wealth and honour he would be unique among men for all time. This should be remembered when studying and interpreting Ecclesiastes.

Solomon was so happy with God that he expressed his gratitude in a public worship service in front of the Ark of the Covenant in Jerusalem.  So his reign also began with great blessing from God and a motivation to personally serve God. Spiritually, his kingship could not have started better.

As we know, Solomon built an amazing temple to honour God. No expense was spared. The building of the temple was spiritually orientated. The temple took seven years and six months to build (1 Kings 6:1, 38; 2 Chronicles 3:1).  He made a remarkable prayer at the dedication of the temple. God reappeared to Solomon again and expressed His acceptance of the Temple but also to remind him of the importance of obedience to His laws to ensure the continuity of the throne. (2 Chronicles 7).

SUMMARY OF SOLOMON’S BACKGROUND.

· Solomon started his reign at only 20 years of age. He was talented, had the best of training, very knowledgeable and abundantly blessed by God. In the areas of wisdom, wealth and fame, there has been no man like him, nor will there ever be.

· He had great spiritual understanding as shown by his prayer at the dedication of the temple.

· He became the most learned scholar of his day. Three thousand proverbs and 1005 songs are credited to him. He also was a great lecturer in the sciences of botany and biology. He answered the Queen of Sheba’s questions with ease.

· Under his rule Israel was a united kingdom and the population enjoyed a high standard of living and peace.

· The completion of the temple meant that Israel had for the first time a permanent national worship centre. The priests became more influential and the festivals more regular. Jerusalem was known as the city of God, so great was its influence.

· Solomon also excelled in literature. His literature was without peer and always had a strong monotheistic doctrine theme.  Solomon started the concern of putting the truth of God and man into the nation’s literature, which never died out.

· Unfortunately he had his failures as well. Although he led Israel to the point where the nation had both the resources and the opportunity to evangelise the ancient Near East about the one true living God, Solomon did not.

· Solomon also began to lose his love for God in his latter years. One reason put forward is due to his huge harem. He had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3) that he accumulated by political alliances.  Although customary at the time, it was against God’s law (1 Kings 11:2).  With these women came paganism.  He allowed them to worship their gods and even built temples for them.  Thus they evangelised him and he was not diligent to evangelise them about Yahweh.  God appeared to him a third time and passed judgement on him saying that the kingdom would be torn apart in his son’s day (1 Kings 11:9-13).

We now see that despite starting his rule with abundant talent and blessing, Solomon still went through times of despair, frustration and bad judgement leading to disillusionment in his latter years.  Yet he still held to monotheistic doctrine.  His life served more as a spiritual warning to following generations of Israelites, especially when compared to the spiritual strength that David enjoyed as an old man.

Ecclesiastes will now show itself to be extremely useful to modern day believers.

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 2 

INTRODUCTION
We saw in Chapter 1 how Solomon conducted very thorough experiments in the area of education and wisdom. Solomon was a genius and a fantastic academic. He studied all the natural and social sciences.  He studied wisdom and philosophy.

From Solomon’s experiment we are able to measure our modern society and see if any gains have been made in the character and morals of humanity since Solomon’s time. 

True to his conclusions, education is empty and does not bring lasting happiness or satisfaction. We saw how education standards were higher in Solomon’s society than our own (Verse 13).  Remember that a person was not considered as educated until they learnt and applied biblical life skills.  They knew how to manage successful relationships and how to cope with crisis.  Sadly, education does not teach these qualities today. 

Also in verse 13 we looked at the Doctrine of Heathenism and how God ensures that no unbeliever will have an excuse that they did not have a chance to hear the Gospel, and be saved. 

We also looked at social injustice in verse 15 and discovered that Solomon saw so many examples of corruption and injustice that he could not count them. Nothing has changed to this day-. Man will never bring justice into the world because he is motivated by selfishness and greed.  Also suffering and injustice to an unbeliever is empty and meaningless because they have no idea about the righteous Judgment of God.

At the end of chapter 1 we looked at how a spirit filled believer can have happiness when they become educated in Gods Word, and that God did not design life to be as Solomon describes it. 

BACKGROUND

Ecc 2:1  I said in my heart, Come now, I will test you with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure; but surely this also was vanity. 

Ecc 2:2  I said of laughter. It is madness; and of mirth, What does it do? 

Ecc 2:3  I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine, yet leading my heart with wisdom; and how to lay hold on folly, until I might see what was good for the sons of men- to- do under heaven all the- days of their lives. 

These verses are an introduction to Solomon’s experiments to fill the vacuum in our lives when God is left out. 

Remember that he writes much like a newspaper journalist.  At first he gives just enough information to get your curiosity and attention and then more in depth details later.  This is how the ancient Hebrews wrote. 

Division of Ch2: To get the text right, chapter 2 should be divided as follows.

· Verses 1-11 are his experiments with pleasure.

· Verses 12-17 are his experiments with self-development. 

· Verses 18-23 he examines the question of inheritance.  Where are all his accomplishments going to end up when he dies?  He is thinking about his will here. 

· Verses 24-26 Solomon gives his conclusions about these experiments. 

In Ch2 Verse I, Solomon begins looking for happiness without God by experimenting with having lots of pleasure. To the mind of an unbeliever, or a Christian out of fellowship, this must work! Lets see what Solomon finds remembering that with his wealth he can go into pleasure more that we could ever dream about when watching the Lotto results. 

VERSE STUDY:

Ecc 2:1  I said in my heart, Come now, I will test you with mirth therefore enjoy pleasure; but surely this also was vanity. 

Key Words: 

“I said in my heart” means to choose against God.  He is behaving as an unbeliever.

“come now” means Lets do it!, lets get to it! 

“test”   The Hebrew word for test means to apply pressure on somebody to see how they handle it.  Much like in military training.  How is a soldier going to handle a violent, life threatening situation with little time  Is he going to crack and panic, or will he be cool and stable? 

So Solomon is now going to test himself intensely, to a very high degree, with pleasure to see if he gets any happiness. 

“mirth”  means exceeding gladness or joyfulness. It is an outward expression of pleasure like laughing, jumping up and down and clapping your hands. 

“pleasure”  The Hebrew word “tobe’ (said like globe) which simply means good. This emphasizes the inner aspect of pleasure. These are the feelings you get on the inside when you experience pleasure. 

“therefore”  This is a command.  Solomon is going all out to obey this command to enjoy.  No ifs, buts or maybes.  He will test himself with mirth and enjoy pleasure! 

At this point we can jump to the conclusion that Solomon is going down the path of death and destruction, that he is going to wipe himself out with drugs and alcohol. But this isn’t true.  How do we know? 

Psalm 106:5 

“that I may see the good (pleasure) of Your chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness (mirth) of Your nation, to glory with Your inheritance.” 

This shows that these two words, mirth and pleasure, do not indicate something bad. 

“Your Chosen” means Israel.  The Psalmist wants to see the good thing of Israel.  The context of the rest of the verse shows that the word is used with good connotations, not bad. 

So in Ecclesiastes Solomon is not necessarily getting involved with bad things. Remember that he has a sin nature just like us and every other human being who has ever lived since the fall of Adam. 

Remember from Chapter 1 that the sin nature produces personal sin or human good. Most of the time we only think of all our personal sins.  Yet we forget about the times when we are out of fellowship and living a religious life.  We might be helping others, helping our church or donating our money and time, (and we feel good about ourselves) but ultimately its all human good and worthless in terms of salvation in God’s eyes.  

Remember that God rejects human good.  That’s why the Lord Jesus Christ had to die on the cross for you and me. Only His death could pay for our sins in total and be acceptable in the eyes of God. He has done all the good work already. There is no “self-salvation” work left for man to do.

If anyone thinks they can work their way to Heaven and into the favour of God, they will have a rude awakening when they find themselves in Hell.  Rejecting the saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross is the one unpardonable sin that will condemn people to Hell, religious people included. 

Religion is the most misunderstood word in the English language and is Satan’s most powerful weapon, fooling people into thinking they will go to Heaven. 

RELIGION

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thess 2:9-10)

4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY AND TACTICS

STRATEGY

Whilst God is trying to call out personnel for the angelic council Satan is trying to confuse and blind minds as to what God’s plan is. He does this by deceit. He tries to keep the gospel from the unbeliever and to keep doctrine from the believer so that they will not grow.

His other strategy is to try and eliminate Israel by pogroms and anti-Semitism. It is said that Christ will gather the Jews not Zionism as is happening at the moment. If he could destroy all the Jews which he cannot he will destroy the Plan of God.

TACTICS

These are the techniques used by Satan to try and achieve his strategy. His main tactic is implied in John 8:44 where he is seen as the father of lies. There is no truth in Satan. He is a liar and has been from the beginning. The only truth is Christ the Word. Any one who deliberately distorts the truth is working for Satan. Rejection of Christianity is a rejection of the truth. By application all religions are therefore false.

Christians as a whole have failed to move out into all the areas of life and therefore have not claimed leadership in these areas and they have been forfeited to the unbeliever. Such areas as literature, history, philosophy, music, science and the like. 

The Christian should be a conqueror ideologically and not militarily. During this time Satan tries to cause conflicts such as creation versus evolution, relativism versus absolute values, internationalism versus nationalism. In the international area he causes war and strife.

Satan tries to confuse the believer. In Romans 6:6-11 the Bible says that the sin nature shall not have dominion over you. We are told to resist the devil and he will flee from you. Sometimes when we resist it does not work because the temptation is from your sin nature. You need to apply relevant Scriptures to your situation.

Satan will try and mislead you in the area of divine guidance. Satan can set up situations that will lead you out of the geographical will of God which can even extend to martyrdom. You need to do things in the Lord’s timing. Satan also perverts Scripture as seen in Luke 4:11 with the temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ where he misquotes Psalm 91:10,11

When people wrote the Scriptures they did not sit around with a blank mind. They used their minds and were led by the Holy Spirit as to what to write. When they had visions or dreams their minds were not turned off. When confronted by the Lord Jesus Christ Paul spoke to Him, He used his mentality.

In 2 Corinthians 11 ministers can act as messengers from Satan. Part of the Satanic attack is to get people to look inwardly rather than at their position at the right hand of the Father. With the case of suffering and sickness its source is sometimes difficult to determine as it can be the purpose of God or it can be an attack of Satan. This is hard to discern. 

Often the more spectacular manifestations is the method used to distract one from more important things such as studying and applying the Word.

With regards to the Word we have the teaching of false doctrine such as saying that Christ did not actually die on the Cross, that He was not truly human nor divine.

In relation to the gospel we have the picture in the parable of the Sower and the Seed of the bird coming down and taking away the seed that is sown. In regard to worship he will mock God through senseless words. Matthew 16 tells of Christ commanding Peter to get behind him as Peter is enthusiastic but has wrong concepts which Jesus saw as Satanic in origin as they did not conform to the Word of God. In Acts 5 Satan filled the heart of Ananias and Sapphira. He works in the children of disobedience.

Later on we will look at the strategies and tactics of the church. Spiritism and Occultism is something that the Christian should not dabble in. In Deuteronomy 18:9 the Jews were told not to seek guidance from spiritism or occultism. The main attacks on the church nowadays is not through cults but through spiritism and eastern religions and drugs. This is an attempt to break down the mentality of the soul. By these means you are opening the person up to demonic forces.

ANGELS:  SATAN - ADVERSARY

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 3; Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Matthew 4; Revelation.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Satan is the most beautiful creature ever to be created by God. He is an angel who rebelled against God before the creation of man (Isaiah 14:12-15). Originally he was the covering angel, the personal attendant of Jesus Christ in the very throne room of God. Unlike God, Satan is a created being and as such can only be in one place at any one time. He is attended by a vast number of angels (called demons) who have given him unswerving allegiance. After the creation of man, he tempted Adam and Eve to be as gods and to know good and evil by disobeying God. Satan then became the ruler of this world (Genesis 3:1-7). He attacked the human race in many ways prior to the birth of Jesus Christ. Throughout Jesus Christ's life, Satan attacked the Lord. Since Christ's victory at the cross he attacks believers. Satan still has access into heaven where he accuses the brethren. Halfway through the tribulation period Satan is thrown out of heaven (Revelation 12:7-9). This causes him to intensify his attack on the human race. During the millennium he is confined to the bottomless pit, allowing a perfect environment on the earth (Revelation 20:1-3). After a brief rebellion at the end of the millennium (Revelation 20:7-10), Satan is condemned to the eternal lake of fire which was created for the devil and his angels.

3. EVALUATION

Satan is called:

a) The destroyer (Revelation 9:11).

b) The accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10).

c) The adversary (1 Peter 5:8).

d) Beelzebub, prince of devils (Matthew 12:24).

e) The deceiver of the whole world (Revelation 12:9).

f) The great dragon (Revelation 12:9).

g) An enemy (Matthew 13:28,29).

h) The wicked one (Matthew 13:19,38).

i) The father of lies (John 8:44).

j) The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).

k) A murderer (John 8:44).

l) The prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2).

m) The ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30).

n) The ancient serpent (Revelation 12:9).

o) The tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5).

p) A blinder of minds (2 Corinthians 4:4).

q) A roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Believers are in Christ and therefore in a position of supremacy over Satan (Romans 8:37).

b) Satan was defeated at the cross once and for all (Colossians 2:14,15).

c) He can therefore only use devices and schemes, trying to convince the believer that he can still win the battle against God.

d) Satan, through religion, tries to get man to work independently from God.

e) A Christian out of fellowship can promote principles proposed by Satan (Matthew 4:8-10; Mark 8:33).

f) Satan will use Scripture slightly changed, or added to, to try and confuse believers and lead them astray (Matthew 4:3-10; cf. Psalm 91:11,12).

g) If Satan the adversary is resisted he will flee from you (James 4:7).

h) Knowledge and application of the Scriptures is essential in understanding the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11 ).

So here in verse I we see Solomon trying many things under the description of pleasure to try and find happiness and fulfillment.  He is going to live it up as any person would, so he will be doing things that may cause some people to shake their heads in disapproval.  Remember that God’s Word is written in the way that people live. There are no fairy tales in the Bible. 

“but surely this also was vanity” (End of verse 1) 

Solomon here summarizes the end of the experiment for us before going into the details.  He is saying that even this is vanity.  Remember that “vanity” in the Hebrew has two connotations; having no or very little substance, and the second derived meaning of something transitory.  In other words because there is not much substance it passes away quickly, it doesn’t endure.  Vanity, like steam, disappears. 

APPLICATION: 

In other words, Solomon is saying that experiencing pleasure in itself is not bad, we need to have pleasure in our lives. Can you imagine how terrible life would be if you had no pleasure?  But the enjoyment and satisfaction received from pleasure not last. 

For example, you go to a party, and while at the party you have a great time and maybe overindulge.  The enjoyment you got from the party may even last a day or two after as you talk about the party to friends.  But after that Solomon promises that you will feel empty.  The enjoyment vaporizes and becomes a fading memory.

The point is no matter how many parties you attend, no matter how much pleasure and fun you have, it will not strengthen you to endure hard times or times of personal crisis.  This is when you need strength of character to cope with the harsh realities of life.  How does a believer get this strength of character? (Remember from Chapter 1 the ancient Hebrew education that developed the spirit of wisdom?)  

The answer is by learning Bible doctrine causing a believer to grow closer to the Lord Jesus Christ, to become more familiar with His ways and to trust and rely on Him. The Bible is God’s way of communicating with us.

Trusting and relying on man’s ways and the ways of the world is relying on fourth or fifth best, and is guaranteed to let you down. Some of us may have already experienced this fact. 

Only God is perfectly stable in all circumstances.  This is why we can trust and rely on Him.

Ecc 2:2  I said of Laughter, It is madness; and of mirth, What does it do?  

Solomon is going into the details of his experiment with pleasure. He begins by laughing a lot to find happiness and fulfillment. 

Key Words: 

“laughter”  That is in merriment or defiance: - derision, laughter In this context it means to make merry, or lets party every day!  Remember that Solomon had all the money in the world to party with.  He was the government and the Tax Office, what better way to make lots of money!  So if anyone should have got lasting pleasure from parties and laughter it should have been Solomon. 

However, he concludes its all madness, the same word as used in Chapter 1:17.

Ecc 1:17 And I set my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind. 

“madness” means craziness.  It comes from the Hebrew word “halal”.  The word has two meanings.  One is to hold up your hands in praise.  The second is for drunken idiots at a party.  I’m sure we have seen what he is talking about at some time in our lives. 

Solomon is not saying that laughter is crazy.  He is saying that there is no substance to it.  It does not satisfy in the long term. Laughter only feels good while you laugh, and when you stop, the good feeling soon disappears.  And isn’t this true?  

It’s no accident that some of the funniest comedians I’ve seen in reality lived very miserable lives.  Peter Sellers and Benny Hill come to my mind. 

“and of mirth, What does it do?” 

Solomon is challenging the reader to show him one thing that laughter gives you that is sustaining.  Just one thing.  The literal Hebrew text says, “What is this that it does?” 

You may be totally bored with your life. It could be your job, your hobby, your relationships.  It can be anything.  So you decide to fight the boredom with parties and laughter and on the outside acting all happy-go-lucky.  Solomon asks you, “What did you get out of it’?”  You may feel better for a short while.  But that’s all.  There is nothing you can take out of this to sustain you, to make you feel fulfilled.  Absolutely nothing.

APPLICATION 

Solomon here is focusing on the spiritual death of man. He is trying to fill the empty void left in the heart of man when he is spiritually dead.  This goes back to the Biblical teachings on the difference between spirit and soul of man.  

Sometimes we get confused about their meanings and some people with no biblical knowledge may think they are the same.  In the Hebrew and the Greek languages these two words are completely different.  The Bible uses these words differently from each other.  The word soul is derived from the spirit. 

Genesis 2:7

And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils (the physical body) the breath of life (human spirit); and man became a living soul. 

That is: physical body PLUS spirit EQUALS soul. 

We see a cause and effect happening. The spirit actually causes the soul to exist. What does all of this mean?  It means that the soul cannot do anything to give you life. There is no life in the soul. The cause and effect does not work in reverse. It’s plain to see that the soul is living on the energy produced by the spirit.  When the spirit dies, the soul dies. 

Remember from Chapter 1

· The soul is made up your ability to choose, (freewill) personal affections,(who we like, our emotions) the mentality (how we think), and the bodily affections (what we like). 

· The soul uses these characteristics to perform various functions. For example we can take the mentality and do what the New Age likes to call meditation, and focus on a burning candle for one hour, and to empty your mind and thus find self. When you become “self-realized” you will find happiness. 

· Solomon proves this will not satisfy you!  Believers should meditate on the Word of God.  

· You can take your personal affections and flit from friend to friend and you will not be satisfied. 

· Satisfaction can only come from the human spirit.

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a) The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b) The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16).

c) At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a) The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b) The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c) He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d) The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a) Deals with human understanding.

b) Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self-pity).

c) Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d) Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e) Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g) Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h) Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i) Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j) Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

Does an unbeliever have human spirit? The answer is yes, but no satisfaction is being produced.  In a sense they are existing physically, but the human spirit is not giving any spiritual life. 

Spiritual life is only received when someone recognizes they are a sinner in need of a Saviour and accept Jesus Christ on that basis.  The Bible teaches that at this instant in time the person is regenerated.  Regeneration is the actual term used in Scripture.  At the point of regeneration, God the Holy Spirit instantly indwells the person.  The Holy Spirit does something to the human spirit that now gives you satisfaction. 

Now the Holy Spirit is able to work and fill the soul.  Now the functions of the soul change. 

· Instead of going against God, the soul wants to choose for God, 

· Personal affections switch to the Lord Jesus Christ.

· Emotions become more controlled and stable.

· The mentality now has a desire to learn Bible doctrine and begin applying it in life. 

· God teaches us in the Bible that this is supposed to happen. 

Solomon, although a believer, is living as an unbeliever. The working of the Holy Spirit is being very much restricted in his human spirit and therefore the functions of his soul are the opposite of what they should be. Therefore it’s no wonder that his experiment failed. 

Doctrine:  Regeneration

1. General Scripture - (John 3:5-8) 'Ye must be born again' (v7). You are born of the Spirit. (v8) We then become new creatures in Christ.

2. Natural man cannot understand spiritual phenomenon (1 Corinthians 2:14). He lacks the ability to enter the Kingdom of God. (John 3:5). They are unable to please God. (Romans 8:7, 8)

3. New birth is a creation of the Holy Spirit. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24). Through the Holy Spirit we become aware that we are joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:16, 17)

4. The requirement for the new birth is belief on Christ, that He is crucified and risen. (John 1:12, 3:16-18,36). New birth occurs at the instant of belief.

5. Through new birth (Regeneration) the believer lives in Christ, and Christ in the believer. (Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24, 1 Peter 1:23-25, 1 John 5:10-12).

6. Once you are born you cannot be unborn.

Ecc 2:3  I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine, yet leading my heart with wisdom; and how to lay hold on folly, until I might see what was good for the sons of men to do under heaven all the days of their lives. 

Solomon is now telling us the mode, or the way, he is going to work the experiment. 

Key Words: 

“I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine,”  Literally this says to lead along my flesh by means of wine.  Lead along” in the Hebrew is used of an animal pulling or drawing a cart.  Then Solomon qualifies what he means.  We all jump to the conclusion that he is going to become an alcoholic.  The next phrase says that’s the wrong conclusion. 

“yet leading my heart with wisdom;” 

In other words he is saying but, my heart (his mentality or intellect) Was always in control.  Solomon used alcohol, but he did not let it use him. Remember that wisdom means skill.  When you are skilled at something, you are always in control.  

The technique of the experiment was to lower the bodily affections of the soul to lower pain and heighten pleasure.  Isn’t this what some people do?  They make mistakes in their life, they make bad choices, and they feel emotional pain, mental anguish and misery.  So they turn to drugs and alcohol in an attempt to replace the pain with pleasure.  However, unlike Solomon they lose control and end up in the nut house, rehabilitation clinic or the morgue.

“to lay hold on folly” 

This is Solomon’s reason for the experiment.  The word folly is used in a retrospective way. it wasn’t folly or silliness when he was doing the experiment.  He is reporting back what he found after the experiment.  He did not intend to lay hold on folly, but that was the result he got.  

“Until” : shows persistence. Solomon was not going to stop the experiment until he arrives at a conclusion. 

“I might see what was good for the sons of men to do under heaven all the days of their lives.” 

This phrase means that he was going to use alcohol and keep on using it until he found pleasure and satisfaction that would sustain him. He didn’t care how long it took him. 

“all the days”  The original Hebrew says in the number of the days of their lives.  We all live for a finite number of days, until we die or we receive Christ or are raptured. This would be an interesting calculation to do for ourselves.  Assuming I live to 80 years of age, I have about 9672 days of life left.  If I were an unbeliever this is the time I have left to make a decision for or against Christ.  It does not seem like a lot of time does it? 

So during this time Solomon is going to excel himself at finding the best way to live without God.  

How should a Christian respond to this incorrect or flawed thinking? 

The New Testament gives the answer to Solomon’s problem. 

Ephesians 5:18  And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit. 

“And do not be drunk with wine” In the Greek this is a present imperative negative command.  It means that you are drinking and getting drunk in excess (dissipation) with wine (alcohol) stop it!

The Ephesian church had an obvious drinking problem, and the Apostle Paul commands them to stop the heavy drinking immediately.  He then tells them what they should do instead. 

DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7, 8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11, Ephesians 5:18)

2. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.


(a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4, 5)


(b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)


(c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

3. Drinking of alcoholic beverages proved disastrous for certain persons


(a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)


(b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36,37)


(c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)


(d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-6)

4. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is condoned in certain areas. For example:- for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, moderate amounts of alcoholic beverages are permissible (Proverbs 31:6-7, 1 Timothy 5:23) Normal cough mixture for instance contains a significant amount of alcohol.

5. It is possible that the water which Jesus Christ turned into wine was an alcoholic beverage (John 2:1 -11 ). This passage neither condemns nor condones drinking of alcoholic beverages but was the use of a miracle to focus attention on the person of Jesus Christ as the God-Man-Saviour. Wine produces joy in the heart. (judges 9:13, Psalm 104:15)

6. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28). It leads to economic depression and encourages military invasion. Jeremiah 13:12-17

7. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcoholic beverages:-

(a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour, vehicle accidents.


(b) Causes paralysis of the eyes (Wernicke's disease), tunnel vision.


(c) Destroys brain tissue.


(d) Produces cirrhosis of the liver,

(e) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions. Alcoholism is drug addiction which involves destruction of the soul. (Galatians 5:20-2 1

8. Importance of abstinence from alcoholic beverages in youth cannot be over emphasised.

9. Conditions under which indulgence in alcoholic beverage should be avoided from a believer's viewpoint.


(a) Application of the law of love - towards believers.

(b) Law of expediency - towards unbelievers: used when drinking becomes a false issue in presenting the gospel.


(c) Law of supreme sacrifice - towards God: applicable when drinking hinders a specific ministry.

Application - In Australia probably alcohol should be avoided because of major problems, vehicle accidents, social problems. In Greece however, a glass of wine with a meal would be expected and rejection by a Christian could cause a false issue.

10. Drinking is related to degeneracy. Wine and drunkenness are used in the Scripture to represent the entire principle of sublimation involved in rejecting God's way. (Jeremiah 13:12-17)

“but be filled with the Spirit”  Notice that the words “be filled” is in the passive voice.  Paul does not say fill yourself with the Spirit.”  Many people wrongly take this to mean that they have to go out and get “more of- the Spirit” by various means. The Bible clearly teaches that the Holy Spirit indwells a person at the time of salvation.  How can you go out and get some more? 

The passive voice of “be filled” means that the action is done to you, or that you receive the action.  You can’t do yourself. It must be done to you. 

It’s also in the imperative mood, meaning that all believers must do this.  It is not a choice like maybe you will or maybe you won’t.  The imperative mood is an order. 

Further, be filled is in the present tense, meaning that it’s a continuous action, in other words, the Apostle Paul is saying that all Christians must be filled with the Holy Spirit all the time. 

Unfortunately some Christians interpret this to mean going to church and getting slain by the spirit and falling over backwards or walking around laughing uncontrollably.  They think that being filled with the Spirit is to lose emotional control and reach an ecstatic high. 

For example, I once got invited to a men’s dinner by well meaning Christian who was very concerned that I did not speak in tongues.  In his opinion I could not possibly be saved and that I had to have this gift.  What did I see at this dinner? I saw a speaker who was stomping his feet and proclaiming the prosperity gospel.  I saw men walking around with “gobble-de gook” sprouting from their mouths, punctuated by praise the Lord and Alleluia’s.  I saw people having hands laid on them to solve this problem or that problem.  To top it all off, I saw people asking God for gifts!  

Fancy assuming that you know better than God does what spiritual gift you should have? Where in the Bible does it say to ask God for specific gifts?  I saw people so hungry for signs and wonders that they worshipped the gifts more than the Giver. 

And yet they considered themselves as super spiritual Christians, higher in God’s favour than all others.  Also to speak in tongues was THE GIFT! This was their version of being filled with the Spirit.  Pity they didn’t read Matthew 12:38-39 where Jesus Chris rebuked the Pharisee’s and scribes for asking for signs.  In verse 39 Jesus answered: 

Matthew 12:39  “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” 

Jonah is a picture of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Also in Revelation 13:3 we are given a warning about signs and wonders: 

Rev 13:3  “And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the Beast.” 

In other words, Satan can perform miracles and he will perform a counterfeit resurrection on the Antichrist.  People in the tribulation who don’t know Bible Doctrine will be tricked into worshipping Antichrist as God. 

This is a very interesting area to do some private study on. You will learn how to discern between true Bible doctrine and false teaching.” 

COUNTERFEITS

1. Doctrine of Demons (1 Timothy 4:1)

2. Communion Table (1 Corinthians 10:20-21)

3. Ministers (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)

4. Gospel (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

5. Spirituality (Galatians 3:2-3)

6. Righteousness (Matthew 19:16-28)

7. Power (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

8. Gods (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

9. Religions (Matthew 23)

Sadly I have had casual conversations with people who have attended church for many years and are really happy that they can speak in tongues, but don’t know if they are going to Heaven!  How mixed up is that?  When I tell them that I am most definitely going to Heaven they look at me like I’m talking a different language. 

The Bible teaches that asking far signs is not a sign of spirituality.  God the Father has given us the Bible to replace signs.  A sign of spirituality is to ask God for guidance in your life.  When you are spiritual you will produce signs in your lifestyle that will point unbelievers to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Those sign are called the Fruit of the Spirit. (BTB Signs p238) 

SIGNS

1. A sign is something which stands for, or looks forward to something else.

a) Things such as- The Temple, Regalia, Stars and Uniforms.

b) Festivals such as the Jewish Feasts which spoke of the Plan of God.

c) Sacrifices such as Levitical Offerings which spoke of the work of Jesus Christ.

d) Customs such as Circumcision.

e) Names including the names of People and Places.

f) Supernatural Acts such as Miracles.

2. Signs were given by God to individuals as a proof of their authority. (Deuteronomy 13:1-4, Judges 6:17, Ezekiel 12:6,11, Hebrews 2:4)

3. Signs were for unbelieving Israel as a warning of coming judgement. (Isaiah 20:3, 28:11, Jeremiah 6:1, Ezekiel 4:3)

4. Signs for believers were for reminders of God's Grace (Exodus 13:9) such as the Covenant, (Exodus 31:13,17) and His Holiness. (Ezekiel 14:8)

5. The life of the Lord was a sign. (Matthew 12:38-42, Luke 2:34-35, John 6:30-35)

6. His death and resurrection were also signs. (Matthew 12:39, 24:30, John 2:18-22, 3:14-15)

7. The Apostles had temporary sign gifts to prove their authority from God.(Act 14:8-28, 1 Corinthians 1:22, Acts 19:11-12 cf 1 Timothy 5:23, Philippians 2:25)

8. Asking for signs is not a sign of spirituality. (Matthew 12:38-39, John 6:30-35, 12:32-34)

9.  Signs of the First Advent in Luke.

a) The virgin birth itself, in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy; the visitation of the angels both to Mary and Elizabeth, were all miraculous events. (Luke 1:26-38)

b) The attendant birth of John the Baptist is also described with its associated signs, and the recognition by the baby in the womb of Elizabeth was a sign of things to come. (Luke 1:5-25, 43-45 cf Psalm 110:1)

c) Mary's prophecy of her son's role as Saviour and Sacrifice. (Luke 1:54-56)

d) The signs associated with John's birth. (Luke 1:65-66)

e) The prophetic song of Zachariah. (Luke 1:67-80)

f) The angelic visit to the shepherds. (Luke 2:10-11)

g) The song of Simeon. (Luke 2:25-35)

h) The song of Anna. (Luke 2:36-38)

i) The sign of the prophet Isaiah in the preaching of John the Baptist. (Luke 3:3-18)

10. Seven signs in John.

a) Wedding at Cana  at Galilee.  2:1-11

b) Healing of the Nobleman's son.  4:46-54

c) The Cripple by the Pool of Siloam.  5:1-16

d) The feeding of the Five Thousand.  6:1-14

e) The healing of the Blind Man.  9:1-38

f) The raising of Lazarus.  11:1-46

g) The resurrection of the Lord.  20,21

APPLICATION: The Word of God is the ultimate authority, if you have so called spiritual experience and it does not match with what the Bible teaches, then the experience is wrong. NO ARGUMENTS! 

Now look at the word “fill.”  The word Paul uses here is plēroō pronounced “play-ra-oh”, which in its simplest form means to fill up, but it does have other connotations.  If you go back to the papyri used to write the New Testament you’ll find an amazing use for this word. It means to accomplish or completely finish a work. 

For example this word was used when someone paid off a debt.  The debt was completely finalized for all time.  Or when a worker had finished a job, that job had been done completely, nothing more to do.  The work was totally finished. 

So this verb “be filled” is actually saying that God the Holy Spirit is to totally complete His work in you moment by moment by moment for as long as you live. 

Do you see how accurate the Koine Greek language is?  

Likewise people compare Ephesians 5:18 with the effects of alcohol.  They say alcohol controls you and so the Holy Spirit should control you in the same way.

However Paul is not saying this at all. To prove it look at the contrasts in verses 14 and following. 

Eph 5:14 ; Therefore he says, “Awake, you who sleep! Arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light”

The contrast is awake/sleep, then you have darkness/light 

Eph 5:15  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, (wisdom/foolishness) 

Eph 5:16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. (Be careful how you live your life, not careless) 

Eph 5:17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. (stupidity/understanding) 

Now we come to verse 18 and the contrast is made between drinking and the filling.

Eph 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is excess, but be filled with the Spirit, ,

The point is that when someone drunk with wine they have lost control of their faculties. When a believer is filled with the Spirit, they have: 

· Proper control of their faculties. 

· The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the soul of the believer is to free it for God’s use, 

· In turn this allows us to fulfil His will for our lives which; 

· Allows Him to bless us with His riches when we do His will in His power.  This is how a believer achieves satisfaction and fulfillment. 

The believer’s faculties are empowered to resist temptation. You become a free person.  This is what is meant by Redemption.  Moment by moment the Holy Spirit works in you to give you the power to choose for God.  Your mind becomes free to think from a Divine viewpoint.  This is the true filling of the Spirit. 

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7,25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.

8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Gal 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Rom 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Lev 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

How to get the filling of the Holy Spirit?  What must you do?  The Bible gives us two commands: 

As you already know, at the exact moment when you receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, God the Holy Spirit puts you in union with Jesus Christ. 

This is your legal position, which will never change.  Where is the Lord Jesus Christ right now?  He is at the right hand of the Father, in Glory!  Amazingly enough so are we, even though we are down here on Earth.  God promises that you can never lose your position in Christ.  We have this position right now, and we will never lose it.  It bears thinking about.  This knowledge should humble you and give you a desire to do God’s will.  If you want to impress your friends you can tell them that this is called Positional Sanctification and they can read about it in 1 Corinthians 12:l3 and Romans 1:1-7. 

SALVATION:  SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus (1Corinthians 1:2).

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1: At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification (1Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7).

b) Stage 2: Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality (Romans 16:2; 1Corinthians 1-2).

c) Stage 3: Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification (1John 3:2).

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore:

a) Protects us from divine judgement (Romans 8:1)

b) Qualifies us to live with God forever

c) Makes us a new creature in Christ (2Corinthians 5:17)

d) Guarantees eternal security for every believer (Romans 8:38, 39).

5.  However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21).  When controlled by his carnal nature however, the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6.  When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1Thessalonians 5:23).

The area of God’s will in a new believer is small because He hasn’t worked in their life for long, and they are not aware of His leading yet.  A mature Christian has a much bigger area for God’s will in their life.  The area increases as you grow and mature in Christ through learning and applying Bible doctrine. 

Unfortunately, although we have this tremendous Legal position in Christ, things on Earth are not perfect and sometimes we may just get out of the area of God’s will for our life. What do we have to do to get back in? 

Command 1: 

1Jo 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

We all know the answer.  We use 1 John 1:9 to confess our sins and God promises to forgive us all our sins, including the ones we don’t know about.  To confess means that we see our sins in the same way God does, that we are in complete agreement with His abhorrence of the sins, and that we take responsibility for our sins.  Taking responsibility means that we do not put the blame on anyone else.  We acknowledge that it’s all our fault. 

It does not mean we merely tell Him that we have sinned, or that we are sorry for our sins.  Confession goes much deeper. 

We are not to abuse I John 1:9 and use it to keep on repeating whatever sin plagues us, just because God promises that He is faithful and just to forgive our sins.

God wants us to use His fantastic provision of Grace as given in 1 John 1:9 to fight and conquer sin so that with time we sin less.  He does not want us to use His Grace as a cop out.

To combat the lies and deceits of the world, we need to be able to resist temptation.  How do we do this?

Command 2-.  Romans 6:11
Likewise reckon yourselves also to be truly dead to sin, but alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in His death.  All our sins, past, present and future were put on to Jesus and crucified on the cross with Him.  In other words, the temptation that is present in our mentality does not have power over us unless we choose to give in to it.  If we obey the filling of the Spirit and identify with Jesus' death on the cross, we will feel the elation of success over our sin nature and feet very much alive to Jesus Christ our Lord.  We will be strengthened spiritually and over time it becomes easier to say no to temptation and do God’s Will instead.

However if you choose not to identify with Jesus' death on the cross and allow temptation to win, then the Holy Spirit will convict you of the resulting sin and you will feel remorse, guilt, failure and sadness.

Why?  Because you have let down the One who loved you so much that He willingly died a horrible death for you.  And then you realize that you have also let yourself down, because you deliberately chose not to use the God given resources that free you from sin.

Romans 6:11-13 teaches that we can claim this position to be dead to sin, moment by moment. 

Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Rom 6:12  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

Rom 6:13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

CONCLUSION

Solomon wants happiness.  However he has already chosen not to get happiness God's way.  He has chosen to live life outside of God's will.

One of the ways he tries to find even a little bit of happiness is to partially drug himself and have lots of big parties and make life one big blast.  And with his wealth he does it big time.  But eventually he says, "You know something?  There is something strange thing about this.  After awhile there are no more kicks.  The kicks, and the fun, and the pleasure only last as long as the situation.  Eventually the lifestyle gets boring and empty.”

A believer has something much more wonderful than Solomon.  At any, time we can pray to God the Father that we want His will for our life, and we want it right now.  We can rely on His Grace to cleanse us from all sin so that we can have a personal union and relationship with Him.  Legally we are in union with Him, and this will never change under any circumstance.  But also we can experience the inner peace, and the happiness and the fulfillment that comes with the filling of the Spirit.  This is a personal decision before God.

The choice is yours.

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 2:4-11

Introduction:

Ecc 2:4 I made my works great; I built houses for myself; I planted vineyards for 
myself. 

Ecc 2:5 I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 

Ecc 2:6 I made myself water pools, from which to water the growing trees of the grove. 

Ecc 2:7 I acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my house. Yes I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me. 

Ecc 2:8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces. I acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of men, and musical instruments of all kinds. 

Ecc 2:9 So I became great and excelled more than all who were before me in Jerusalem; also my wisdom remained with me. 

Ecc 2:10 Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them; I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure. For my heart rejoiced in all my labor, and this was my reward from all my labor. 

Ecc 2:11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done, and on the labor in which I had toiled. And, indeed, all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun. 

You will notice in these verses a big emphasis on the words”I” and “myself”.  Solomon is desperately trying to fill the emptiness in his soul by resorting to the things and activities of the world.  

Verse Study

Ecc 2:4 I made my works great; I built myself houses, and I planted myself vineyards. 

Solomon begins to list his great works. If education, pleasure, wine or folly didn’t give him lasting happiness, maybe real estate would. 

Key Words: 

“houses”:  Indicates that Solomon spent most of his time in the city.  We like to dream how nice it would be to have a weekend holiday home in the country, or to have a summer holiday house somewhere.  Solomon built himself luxurious houses to satisfy his desires to live in the country when he wanted, or to live in the city when he wanted, or to go away for a weekend when he wanted.  Solomon bought farms and businesses too.  He indulged in property development to the maximum, as we will soon see. 

“I built myself houses” includes: 

· His own palace which took 13 years to build. 

· The House of the Forest in Lebanon, which was an extremely elaborate hall like building. 

· Houses and offices for his servants, his horsemen and administrators. 

· Warehouses for his stores. 

· Garages for all his chariots. 

Psalm 49:11,12 gives a commentary on this verse: 

Psa 49:11  Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue forever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names. 

Psa 49:12  Nevertheless man being in honor abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish. 

See also 1 Kings 7:1-8; 9:19; 10:18 for other descriptions of Solomon’s construction activities.  If you go to 1 Kings 7:1-12 you can read more about the House of the Forest of Lebanon.  It’s worth quickly looking at these verses to appreciate the time and resources that Solomon put into his buildings.  He was an absolute perfectionist. 

1 Kings 7:2  He also built the house of the forest of Lebanon. Its length was one hundred cubits, (say 46mts) and its width fifty cubits, (say 23 mts) and its height thirty cubits, (say 14 mt or 4 stories) with four rows of cedar pillars, and cedar beams on the pillars. (This is probably the first part of the building, not the total palace) 

Cubit: used to measure length.  The length of the forearm to tip of middle finger, about 43- 46cm. 

Note of Interest: 100 cubits (46mt) x 50 cubits (23mt) was the size of the court of the Tabernacle of Moses. 

1 Kings 7:3  And it was paneled with cedar above the beams that were on forty-five pillars, fifteen to a row. 

Cedar trees are valued for their beauty and fragrance. The wood does not attract insect pests, is free from knots and is very durable.  Solomon probably sourced his Cedar from the Lebanon Range where the forests were extremely large and magnificent. 

1 Kings 7:4  There were windows with bevelled frames in three rows, and window was opposite window in three tiers. 

1 Kings 7:5  And all the doorways and doorposts had rectangular frames; and window was opposite window in three tiers. 

1 Kings 7:  6 He also made the Hall of Pillars. Its length was fifty cubits, (about 23 mt) and its width thirty cubits (about l4mt).  And in front of them was a portico with pillars, and a canopy was in front of them. 

1 Kings 7:7  Then he made a hall for the throne, the Hall of Judgement, where he might judge. And it was paneled with cedar from floor to ceiling. 

1 Kings 7:8  And the house where he lived had another court inside the hall, of like workmanship.  Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh’s daughter, whom he had taken as wife. 

1 Kings 7:9  All these were of costly stones, cut to size, trimmed with saws, inside and out, from the foundation to the eaves, and also on the outside to the great court. 

1 Kings 7:10  The foundation was of costly stones, huge stones, some often cubits, (about 4.5mt) and some eight cubits (about 3.6mt). 

1 Kings 7:11  And above were costly stones, hewn to size and cedarwood. 

1 Kings 7:12  The great court was enclosed with three rows of hewn stone, and a row of cedar beams, so were the inner court of the house of the Lord, and the vestibule of the temple. 

Now, you also have to have furnishings for these magnificent houses. Turn to 1 Kings 10:12,18-21: 

1 Kings 10:12  And the king made steps of the almug wood for the house of the Lord, and for the king’s house, also lyres and stringed instruments for singers. There never again came such almug wood, nor has the like been seen to this day. 

1 Kings 10:18  And the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the pure gold. 

1 Kings 10:19   The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round in the back. There were armrests on either side on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the armrests; 

1 Kings 10:20  Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing like this had been made for any other kingdom. 

1 Kings 10:21  All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold.  None were of silver; it was counted nothing in the days of Solomon. 

Josephus gives a very detailed description of Solomon’s house, its uses and furnishings in The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 8, Chapter 5.  He states that the whole building was made of white stone, cedarwood, gold and silver.  It’s a very interesting read. 

End of verse 4; “planted vineyards”:  

He also went to extraordinary lengths to landscape all his properties with gardens and vineyards.  He cultivated vast areas that were probably income producing too.  We see in verse 4 that Solomon tried real estate in a huge, super indulgent way, to fill the emptiness in his soul with happiness.  

As we saw in Ecclesiastes 2:2, the soul cannot give life. Life comes only from the human spirit.  Much like a computer.  It has all the applications to use and games to play, but is dead or totally useless without electricity to power it.  The computer is the soul; the electricity is the human spirit. 

Ecc 2:5  I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 

Key Words 

“orchards”;  The Hebrew word also means a park or forest.  These gardens and orchards were not small.  These were full scale parks and botanical gardens.  His gardens were paradises. 

“trees”:  What were these trees? 

1 Kings 10:11,12;  This is an actual description of some of the trees.  These were some of the most fantastic trees ever seen. 

1 Kings 10:11  Also the ships of Hiram which brought gold from Ophir, brought great quantities of almug wood and precious stones from Ophir. 

1 Kings 10:12  And the king made steps of the almug wood for the house of the Lord, and for the king’s house, also harps and stringed instruments for singers. There never again came such almug wood nor has the like been seen to this day. 

Almug Tree: Thought to be Sandalwood, an Indian wood that accepts a high polish.  It is a red coloured wood, very smooth and expensive to use. 

We also know that the Queen of Sheba was astounded by Solomon’s collection of trees.  She was queen of Ethiopia and Egypt.  Sheba was the area of land that is now named Yemen in the south west of Saudi Arabia. 

Archaeological discoveries show that when the Queen of Sheba departed from “God’s Land”, she took with her 31 “Anty” trees.  We don’t know what those trees were.  They were trees she had never seen before.  The Queen of Sheba was completely stunned and overcome by what she saw of Solomon’s garden paradise. 

King Solomon was the envy of the monarch’s of the ancient world.  He made them look like paupers.  The Queen of Sheba was so overcome by what Solomon had that there was “no more spirit in her.” (1 Kings 10:5) 

We now see very clearly the extent of Solomon’s efforts to find happiness and satisfaction by indulging in real estate and property development.  He developed a property portfolio that we could never imagine.  He is hoping that a super large, successful property and business portfolio will give him a high return in satisfaction. 

You can almost imagine Solomon taking people on tours through his private national parks and letting his ego fly free! 

Unfortunately he forgot one very important fact that doomed him to failure. He forgot that he, like us today, was living in the old creation.  Remember that the old creation is under God’s curse that He warned Adam about in Genesis 2:17. 

Genesis 2:17:  but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die. 

What sort of death did God mean?  Was it a maybe you will, maybe you won’t die?  Was it some abstract concept of spiritual death?  Was it a sudden non-conscious oblivion thing? 

The death that God meant referred to physical and spiritual death that would occur at the precise moment Adam disobeyed.  When Adam sinned, he began to die physically.  This death happened little by little, (wages of sin is death Rom 6:23) which over time accumulated and eventually resulted in his body ceasing to function. (Physical death)

Physical death is separation of the soul from the body. 
DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

PROOF: Gen 35:18  And so it was, as her soul was departing (for she died) that she called his name Ben-Oni.  But his father called him Benjamin. 

Adam also died spiritually.  He became separated from God and therefore could have no relationship with God. (Gen 3:8 ; Ephesians 2:1,12) 

Revelation 20:14 describes the Lake of Fire as the second death, where souls are tortured day and night forever and ever.  These souls will want to die to escape the torture, but they can’t.  They are completely aware of the pain and torment.  They are completely separated from the Love and Grace of God, their creator, forever and ever. 

Rev 20:11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

Rev 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 

Rev 20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

Rev 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

The death that God means is a total physical and spiritual separation from Him, for all eternity. 

However, this does not apply if you have chosen to accept God’s gift of salvation in the sacrifice of His only Son the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you are one of His own, you have eternal life already.  You can look forward to being with God in Heaven where there is no sickness, no pain and no suffering.  Heaven is being present in His pure Love forever and ever. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

APPLICATION: (Tsunami 25/12/05) 

1.  I saw a television news program asking the usual questions, “How can a loving God allow this to happen?  Of course they are meaning the God of the Bible.  The newsreader glumly reports how 1/3 of the total deaths were children.  Guess what? Those children are now in Heaven, with the loving God of the Bible!  All the dead believers are now in Heaven with their loving creator.  They are all in an infinitely better place! 

Naturally, man won’t take responsibility for these events.  When things go wrong it’s never man’s fault. 

However, the Bible teaches that it is man’s sin and rebellion against God that is killing the earth.  God allows these events as “wake up calls” to turn humanity back to Him!  But instead, humanity chooses to rebel even more. 

What was man’s spiritual response?  Churches held Inter-faith prayers for the dead.  Brace yourself for even more catastrophic events, as the Bible predicts. 

2.  People, who believe that death is just a “lights out” thing, or that death is an end to consciousness, are gambling against God’s Word.  This concept of death causes people to live as though there is no God and once they die, it’s all over.  They don’t have to account for their actions, and there is no heaven or hell, there is no eternity after life on Earth so nothing matters.  Therefore why should they care about anything in the here and now? 

God has told us this belief is wrong.  God has revealed that physical death and spiritual death go together as a unit, they can never be separated, and result in total separation from Him. 

RESULTS OF THE CURSE: (Or why Solomon’s ventures would not satisfy) 

After Adam and Eve chose to disobey God and believe Satan’s lie, God explained to the them how they were to be cursed:  

To women: 

Genesis 3:16  To the woman He said, I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception. In pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you. 

God intended childbirth to be something to look forward to in anticipation of the Messiah coming. God did not intend childbirth to be painful and sorrowful. 

Secondly, the sin nature would now cause the woman to have a desire for the man, and that he would now rule over her. How incredibly frustrating for the woman to have such conflict!  The woman’s own desire vexes and frustrates her!  Why would she feel this way?  The answer is because she doesn’t like to be led by a man.  Isn’t this what we see today? 

To men: (We get it worse!  ☺) 

Gen 3:17 And to Adam He said, Because you have heeded the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree, of which I commanded you, saying, You shall not eat of it! Cursed is the ground for your sake. In toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. 

Gen 3:18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field. 

Gen 3:19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread til you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you are, and to dust you shall return. 

Can you imagine how Adam must have felt after being in loving fellowship with the Lord God right up to this point?  He had been living in a perfect environment!

Adam worked before the Fall.  The curse of working now is that whatever man builds, anything that he makes, will not last.  It is destined to eventually crumble into dust.  This is man’s frustration!  No matter what a man plans, no matter what a man does, it will eventually end in ruin.  It will all eventually amount to a big, fat zero.

This is what Solomon has forgotten!

What is left of all the great and wonderful ancient civilizations? They have become ruins.  What is left over from King Solomon’s achievements?  About the only things you can see today is Solomon’s pools, some horse stable ruins in Jerusalem and if you travel to Megiddo about 90km north of Jerusalem, you will see ruins of the troughs where the horses ate.  Amazing, considering all that Solomon built.  This is all that is left over, for now.  Ultimately these will disappear too. 

APPLICATION: 

If we are truthful to ourselves, this is what we see today.  People everywhere see that the world is falling apart, and are fearful that something has to give!  People know that life and the world can’t go on like this forever! 

This is what will happen to us if we put all our efforts into worldly things.  We must always remember that we are working in the old creation.  Whatever we do, we must do as unto the Lord, as part of our Christian witness.  Just don’t fall into the trap of getting distracted by building up treasure on Earth because it will all come to nothing. 

This is why Solomon’s pursuit of a huge real estate portfolio will not make him happy. 

Ecc 2:6 I made myself water pools, from which to water the growing trees of the grove. 

All of these parks and garden paradises needed water.  Israel as we know is a dry place.  Jerusalem is not situated along a river.  Solomon realized that without a reliable water supply, the city could not develop.  These pools are the only remaining examples of Solomon’s construction and engineering achievements.  Even today Solomon’s Pools are an important part of Jerusalem’s water supply.  These pools are a marvel of engineering. 

There are three pools in the valley of Etham, just south of Bethlehem and about 16km from Jerusalem.  The water supply comes from springs and surface water.  The water flows through an aqueduct system completely by gravity.  In Solomon’s day there were no pumping facilities!  The pools were hewn out of rock and some parts were artificially constructed with masonry, all by hand.  The pools are arranged at stepped levels with conduit connections between them.  The eastern wall of the lowest pool also doubled as a dam wall across the valley.  The lowest pool is the largest, measuring about 190 metres long, 69 metres wide and 17 metres deep!  This was all done without the aid of heavy construction machinery, so the planning and engineering skills of Solomon’s work force were exceptional to say the least. 

These pools not only irrigated his garden paradises but also provided water to Jerusalem and Bethlehem! 

Another way of looking at Solomon’s engineering skill is to remember that the pools were in use right up until the Romans arrived around 7OBC.  Solomon became king at 20 years of age in 1O15BC.  So this water supply system was in use for nearly 1000 yrs!  The Romans then modified it, Pontius Pilate being one of them. 

In 1902 the Turks took over the area and built it up even more.  They used larger diameter pipe to run the water from the pools to Jerusalem. 

Modern day Israel has done the same thing modifying and expanding the original system to cater for Jerusalem’s growth. Can you imagine any modern engineering project lasting 1000 ‘t years? 

Ecc 2:7  I acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my house. Yes I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me.

Key Words and Phrases: 

“male and female servants”  refers to Gentiles.  Under law the Jews could not have other Jews as slaves.  The only exception was if a fellow Jew had a debt to work off.  However Jewish slaves under this form of slavery had to be released. 

Solomon must have bought a huge number of slaves into Jerusalem to maintain all his assets.  Also, to have slaves born in your house was an exceptionally important status symbol.  Slaves born in your house were regarded as being more trustworthy than bought slaves. 

and had servants born in my house; and these were all employed by him; 

• Prestigious attendants and transporters, 

• bodyguards; and 

• attendants to take care of his household, his gardens, and pools; or for his horses and chariots, and 

• servants for various offices; see 1 Ki 4:26, Ezr 2:58. 

1Ki 4:28  Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries brought they unto the place where the officers were, every man according to his charge. 

Ezr 2:58  All the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon's servants, were three hundred ninety and two. 

• It has been estimated that Solomon had about 48 000 servants.  If there were pleasure and happiness in such a numerous attendance, Solomon had it. 

Servants born in any house - Besides those hired from without, he had married couples in the precincts of his grounds, palaces, etc., who, when their children grew up, got them employment under Solomon too. 

APPLICATION: 

We like to dream how great it would be to have servants wait on us hand and foot.  We would invite our friends over just to show off to them.  We think being served is the key to happiness.  However Jesus Christ came into the world as the Slave of slaves.  He taught just the opposite, that true greatness in His Kingdom lies in servant hood. Read Mark 10:43-45; Luke 9:24-27. 

Mar 10:43  But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: 

Mar 10:44  And whosoever of you will be the chiefest shall be servant of all. 

Mar 10:45  For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Luk 9:24  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 

Luk 9:25  For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? 

Luk 9:26  For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels. 

Luk 9:27  But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

1. Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. Willingness is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. Service in the big things requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude  (Matthew 6:33)

5. Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord" (Colossians 3:17)

6. Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men (Romans 14:18)

7. Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. Qualities of our service:-

a) It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b) It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c) It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d) It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e) It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f) Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g) In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h) Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i) Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is :-

a) Following Christ (John 12:26)

b) For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c) Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. It requires:-

a) Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b) Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c) Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. Benefits of Service:-

a) It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b) It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c) It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d) It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e) It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f) It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g) It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h) It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i) It is Christ like. (John 13:12-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT

1. The unnamed servant in (Genesis 24) is the picture of the model servant as well as a type of the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. The model servant does not pre-empt his master (v2-9).  We should wait upon the Lord and not run ahead of time.

3. The model servant goes where he is sent (v4,10).  We should be in the geographical will of God.

4. The model servant does nothing else. God has specific tasks for every believer to perform. We should concentrate on our own area and not get sidetracked.

5. The model servant is prayerful and thankful. We should always realise where our power comes from and not get proud when we have spiritual blessings and prosperity.

6. The model servant is keen to succeed (v 17-18, 21). We should be keen to evangelise (Romans 1:14-16).

7. The model servant speaks not of himself but of his master. Who and what we are is not important, who and what Christ is of the greatest importance (v 22, 34-36).

8. The model servant presents the true issue and requires a clear decision. [v49]  We should present the gospel and other doctrine clearly and expect results.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9,  1 Peter 5:6,  Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6,  1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves  respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1 , 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20,  5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1

“herds and flocks”.  Herds refer to large animals such as ox, bulls and cows.  The word “flocks” describes smaller animals like sheep and goats.  The more animals you owned, the wealthier you were, or the more investments you owned.  Stocks and shares, real estate investment portfolios, trust investments and investment funds, are the modern day equivalents.  Solomon was a very astute and systematic investor.  He had ultimate prestige.  Not even other monarchs from other nations had the ultimate prestige of Solomon.  They were all in awe of him. 

How much did he have?  Once again 1 Kings 8:63 has the answer. 

1 Kings 8:63  And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered to the Lord, twenty-two thousand bulls, and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord.

These numbers were a small part of his investments.  This effect of this offering on his stocks would not have been noticeable! 

Point of Interest.  This was done when Solomon was setting up his temple for the Lord.  No expense had been spared.  It took seven years to build using the best craftsmen and best quality materials available. 

WEALTH

1. Wealth may be in the form of money, gold or silver, goods or land. Wealth is always relative to the values within a society. What is wealthy within a poor culture is poor within a more wealthy culture. What individuals feel is wealthy will differ from person to person; some will never feel they are wealthy enough. The believer is urged to be content with what he has received, in his position, from the Lord. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Philippians 4:11-13, Hebrews 13:5-6.

2. Money has a legitimate function, and wealth generally is, like money, a neutral thing; something to be used to facilitate daily life. Money and goods are used to pay taxes, buy goods needed for the family, and give towards the Lord's work in the church. Money is not evil. Genesis 29:3, Jeremiah 32:44,  .

Money and goods are used for taxation, Matthew 22:17-22, Luke 20:20-26.

3. It is no evil to have wealth or lots of money, it is the lust for money and goods that corrupts a man, as it did Baalam,   Jude 11.

Money, and wealth generally, are great slaves but terrible masters. Wealth is deceitful if a person believes it will buy him happiness, provide him with security, or give him immortality. Matthew 6:24-33, Luke 12:16-21 Proverbs 18:10-12, Proverbs 13:7.

5.  Money and wealth will not buy respectability with God, nor will it purchase salvation. Mark 8:36,37, Acts 8:18-24, Mark 10:23-27.

6. Wealth may get in the way of the simple message of salvation, as the Rich Young Ruler found. Matthew 19:16, Luke 18:19,20, Mark 10:17-27.

7. Money may get in the way of spiritual growth, when we pay more attention to our wealth than we do to applying doctrine in our lives. Solomon in Ecclesiastes 5:10 6:2, Baalam in Jude 11, Ananias' and Saphira in Acts 5:1-10, All of us in James 5:1-6.

8. God is not impressed with money and pride filled shows of wealth. Luke 16:10-31,   Proverbs 11:4,28.

9. Wealth can be a great blessing received by believers in maturity, and if it is it is to be used for the Lord's work, as well as for life style. Proverbs 13:8ff, Hebrews 13, Refer Doctrine Of Giving.

Unfortunately we don’t know what it looks like today, but no doubt it would have been indescribably fantastic, one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world. 

It was so fantastic that the temple glowed with the Shekinah Glory, which in the Old Testament was the visible manifestation of God’s presence.  And just as fantastically, this building has returned to dust.  No one knows what it looks like today.

GOD - SHEKINAH GLORY

1. The Shekinah glory is the visible manifestation of the presence of God. The usual title used is the glory of God 

2. It is from the Hebrew word "shachan" meaning dwelling.

3. It took the form of light, fire, cloud or a combination of these.

4. At times it is associated with the following, the Angel of Jehovah, the Holy Spirit, The Cherubim and the motif of thick darkness.

5. Appearances of the Shekinah Glory in the Old Testament

a) The Garden of Eden [Genesis 3:8]

b) The time of the Abrahamic Covenant  [Genesis 15:12-18]

c) The burning bush [Exodus 3:1-5]

d) At the Exodus [Exodus 13:21,22]

e) At Mount Sinai [Exodus 19:16-20]

f) The special manifestation to Moses [Exodus 33:17-23]

g) The Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant [Exodus 29:42-46]

h) The book of Leviticus [Leviticus 9:6-7, 22-24]

i) The Book of Numbers [Numbers 13:30-14:45, 16:1-50, 20:6-13]

j) The period of Joshua and the Judges [ 1 Samuel 4:21-22]

k) Solomon's Temple [1 Kings 8:1-13, 2 Chronicles 5:2-7:3]

l) The departure of the Shekinah Glory [Ezekiel 1:28, 3:12,23, 8:3-4, 9:3a, 10:4, 18-19, 11:22-23]

m) The Shekinah glory was not in the second Temple Haggai 2:3,9

6. Appearance of the Shekinah Glory in the New Testament.

a) To the Shepherds Luke 2:8-9

b) The Christmas star Matthew 2:1-12

c) It comes in a new form John 1:1-14

d) The transfiguration Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, Luke 9:288-36, 2 Peter 1:16-18

e) The reflection of that glory. 2 Corinthians 3:12-18

f) The Book of the Acts Acts 2:1-3, 9:3-8, 22:6-11, 26:13-18

g) The Revelation Revelation 1:12-16, 

h) In the Tribulation Revelation 15:8

i) The Second Coming of Christ Matthew 16:27, 24:30, Mark 13:26, Luke 21:27

j) The Millennium Ezekiel 43:1-7a, 44:1-2, Zechariah 2:4-5, Isaiah 36:1-2, 58:8-9a, 60:1-3

k) The Eternal State Revelation 21:1-3, 21:23-24

The sacrifices described in this verse were part of the dedication service. How long did it take to sacrifice all these animals? 

1 Kings 8:65  And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him, a great assembly, from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days and seven days, fourteen days. 
Now, do the math’s.  The sacrifices ran 24 hours a day.  The oxen and bulls were killed at the rate of 65 per hour and the sheep at 357 per hour.  To Solomon this was only a small peace offering to dedicate the temple! 

In other words, 7 animals were being sacrificed every minute for 2 weeks!  This was a major, major project and must have stunned the minds of the people of the day.  It would have been beyond their comprehension. 

Moreover, the sacrifice of all these animals did not dent Solomon’s stocks, such was the wealth of the man! 

These figures also give us an idea of the size of the temple.  It must have been huge to be able to process one ox being killed every minute every 24 hour day for 14 days, and 6 sheep every minute for the same period. 

Ecc 2:8  I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces. I acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of men, and musical instruments of all kinds. 

Solomon goes on to record other things he got to try to satisfy his soul. 

Again we get to see yet another side to his financial wealth and also how much he liked beautiful things.  He owned a whole heap of beautiful houses and buildings, he organized beautiful ceremonies, he had beautiful women, beautiful everything.  As you study Ecclesiastes you will see this side of Solomon over and over again. 

Key Words and Phrases 

“silver and gold”.  As we know, he had 10 to 15 sources of income.  Apart from taxes, he would have received lots of silver and gold as booty from conquered territories and as gifts from other kings and queens.

Example: 1 Kings 10:14;  The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred threescore and six talents; or 666 talents.  One talent was about 30 kg.  We are told that Solomon received from Hiram 666 talents, or 19 980 kg of gold!  Note, too, that this was yearly.  Solomon ruled for forty years!  This is not paper money!  It’s solid, pure gold. 

“special treasure of kings and of the provinces.” 

The word “special”, sometimes translated as “peculiar”, has a significant meaning.  This word relates to us as believers. Did you know that you are “peculiar” or “special”. 

Exo 19:5  Now therefore if you will indeed obey My voice, and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special (peculiar) treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.

Key Word: “special” 

This word is used here of Israel.  God is saying that He has the whole earth as a possession, but that Israelis His special possession. 

The original meaning of the word is “collections”.  The kings and queens of the ancient world collected various things of whatever they fancied.  Today the rich have collections of cars, aircraft, art, ancient pottery or whatever else.  So it was in Solomon’s day. 

Solomon liked to collect boats.  He kept his boats in what is now the Gulf of Aqabah, at the southern most tip of the border with Jordan.  He had a whole port there.  He would wander down there when he felt like it and he would choose a boat to go fishing in, or choose another to entertain visitors or dignitaries, or another one to relax and do nothing on.  He had a boat for every occasion and lots of servants to clean and maintain them as well. 

So Israel is a special collection of people to God.

The New Testament shows how this applies to church age believers. 

1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you might proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

God has a special interest in each, individual believer.  He values you very much.  God loves you more than you can comprehend, and He has a plan for your life.  He does everything He can to give you assets to do His work. 

APPLICATION: 

It is the duty of every believer to find out what His assets or gifts are and to study the Word of God to discover what assets he or she has been given and how to use them.

If you don’t do this, don’t blame God for not blessing you.  But you are still special to Him. 

“I acquired male and female singers”: 

The original Hebrew word for “acquired” means “to do or make”.  In other words, Solomon made or trained male and female singers.  What did he do with all these professionally trained people? 

Solomon had live music and singing wherever and whenever he wanted.  He trained his singers to perform any piece of music that he desired to hear.  He would tell them what sort of music he was in the mood to listen to, and they would sing and play his selection.  Sort of like a human jukebox.  Solomon had his own choir to sing whenever he sat down for a meal. 

MUSIC

1. Music has been with creation since the start (Job 38:7).

2. The Jews sang their thanks to God for their delivery from Egypt (Exodus 15:1).

3. Sacred music provides:-

a) Refreshment and drives away evil spirits (1 Samuel 16:23).

b) Assists with the ministry of the Word (2 Kings 3:15,16).

c) Helps to bring man to God (Psalm 40:1-3).

d) Helps defeat the enemy (2 Chronicles 20:21-22).

e) Fills the House of God with glory (2 Chronicles 5:13,14).

4. The Jews lost their song in captivity (Psalm 137:1-6) but recovered it when they returned (Ezra 3:2,11).

5. We have the lyrics of many songs in the Bible such as the Psalms, Miriam's song but no musical notes. The lyrics which accompany the music are important as music by its effect on the emotional pattern can cause the believer to sing words which are inaccurate or heretical, yet feel good.

6. There is a song for the redeemed (Colossians 3:16) which is one of the results of the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18,19).

7. There will be a new song in heaven (Revelation 5:9).
1 Kings 4:32  And he spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were a thousand and five. 

Solomon was an accomplished and talented songwriter! He wrote 1005 songs, a mind-boggling number! 

After composing his own songs, he trained his personal choir to sing his songs! 

He also had servants who were employed as “talent scouts” to find singers and musicians who would have been good enough to be in his musical entourage.  They would audition in front of Solomon himself, and he would hand pick his performers. 

“the delights of the sons of men, and musical instruments of all kinds.” 

The King James and New King James Bible translations have diluted the original Hebrew meanings for the sake of modesty. 

This phrase is actually talking about women, concubines/mistresses to be exact.  Solomon tried sex to the limit.  He tried wine in verse 3, song in this verse, and now also sex. (Thus the saying, wine, women and song).

These very beautiful women were Solomon’s playgirls.  He collected them according to his fancy, and they would do whatever he wanted them to do. 

Key Word: “delight”.  What does this word actually mean in original Hebrew usage? 

The answer lies in the next book that Solomon wrote, The Song of Solomon. 

Son 7:6 how fair and how pleasant you are, 0 love, with your delights! 

This is a passage that goes into the area of sexual love. So in this context, its obvious what Solomon is referring to as he talks to his lover. 

The word “delights” means sexual pleasures.  So this is his harem. He was famous for his harem. 

“musical instruments”. 

The meaning of the word translated as “musical instruments” is unknown.  The translation was derived by a study of the context. 

1 Kings 11:1-3 records Solomon’s collection of beautiful women.  It’s plain to see that the Book of Kings is an historical book about Solomon.  All the historical information you need to understand some books of the Bible is recorded in the Book of Kings. 

1 Kings 11:1  But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites; 

Solomon had a collection of the most beautiful and exotic women from various races.  He moved from one woman to another whenever he pleased. 

1 Kings 11:2  from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you; surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods; Solomon clung to these in love. 

Solomon disobeys God’s command despite God’s reason why he should not intermarry.  This is going to have a disastrous effect.  (Deuteronomy 17:17).

The next verse tells us the size and composition of his collection: 

1Kings 11:3  And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 

Remember that the word heart refers generally to feelings, your will and intellect.  One man having 1000 women is unimaginable.  How he spread himself around emotionally, psychologically and physically would have to be one of the mysteries of all time! 

Also note that the Bible records numbers as fact without actually approving of the practice.  In fact, verse 2 is a warning from God not to do it because it results in following other gods.  This was the ultimate result for Solomon.  He ended up turning his back on the living, personal God of the Bible in favour of the pagan gods of his harem. 

How he managed to spend time with all his women considering the time he spent in conducting all his experiments with life since chapter 1, and building the temple and his own house is amazing.  If he did not do any of these pursuits, allowing for 8 hours sleep, he could only manage about 6 hours per day, per girl, per year!  This is not allowing for eating, attending to business and performing the duties of a king! 

Did all these women give Solomon happiness?  He tells us his results later on.

Ecc 2:9  So I became great and excelled more than all who were before me in Jerusalem; also my wisdom remained with me. 

Note the words “my wisdom remained with me.”  This refers us back to verse 3.  Solomon was still mentally in control, despite all the women!  He kept his mind according to the plan of his experiments.  This was a planned and controlled experiment to satisfy his soul. 

IMPORTANT POINT: Solomon deliberately dropped out of fellowship with the Lord, and he deliberately tried pleasure after pleasure after pleasure to fill the vacuum that was created in his life.

As believers, our souls are created to be in fellowship with our creator.  When our souls are cut off from God the human spirit can’t give life to the soul.  The emptiness created causes us to chase after all sorts of pleasures in an attempt to replace the only source of true happiness which is found in being in fellowship with the Lord. 

This verse shows that Solomon deliberately did all of this to see if there was happiness outside of fellowship with God. 

Ecc 2:10  Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them; I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my heart rejoiced in all my labor, and this was my reward from all my labor. 

This verse is actually an explanation of his mental state during these pursuits.  Solomon states that he got whatever he wanted.  If he liked something, he got it.  There was no limit.  His desires covered things, people and any woman that took his fancy. 

Key Words: 

“rejoiced”:  The Hebrew word comes from a root word meaning a spontaneous external or outward expression of inner joy or extreme happiness.  The grammar in this verse means that his heart continually rejoiced while he was getting whatever he desired.  But what was the end result? 

“This was my reward for all my labour”. 

In other words, Solomon only experienced happiness provided he was getting things.  It was a fleeting reward.  Once he got a thing, the happiness and excitement ended, so he had to get something else.  This was a vicious cycle, as he became a slave to things.  He was being entertained, not enriched.  You cannot live indefinitely on entertainment. Solomon knew that once he lost his things, he could no longer rejoice.  He realized that the joy that he got from all these things could not sustain him in a time of crisis.  If he did not have things he would be a nobody.  He would be an empty shell of a man. 

APPLICATION 

Is not this the sickness of values we see right now?  Materialism and consumerism encourages exactly this type of activity and result.  People today only get excited and feel happy when they get things because they are pleasing selfish desires.  Then the novelty wears off, the rejoicing goes away, and so they look for something else to get.  The god of this society is materialism (promises happiness through things) and consumers are the worshippers (pursuers of selfish pleasures from things).  Watch children unwrapping presents to see evidence of this sickness!  As soon as they finish with one, they put it down and go to open another.

Ecc 2:11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done, and on the labor in which I toiled; and, indeed, all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun. 

Now Solomon gives a more detailed summary of verse 10.  He took the time to step back and look at all he had done and acquired.  Being an intelligent man he analyzed the situation and examined his feelings.  What did he conclude? That it was all worthless.  There was no profit or nothing left over on Monday morning.  Ever tried grasping for the wind? It only pleases the fanciful imagination.  We all know how futile that is!  After all that he had done, after all that he had built, after all the beautiful women, after all the wealth he had acquired, there was nothing left over.  No profit. (Except record profits of big retail chains gained from offerings of consumer worshippers during December). 

NEW TESTAMENT SOLUTION (Divine viewpoint)

Matthew 6: Solution given by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This could be titled “How to be happy although I’m a Christian.” 

Verse 19: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.” 

Verse 21: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

KEY WORD: 

“treasure”: specifically a deposit of wealth (money or things), or a place of safekeeping. “Thesauros” (thay-sow-ros) in the Greek. 

APPLICATION: 

This is a simple principle.  The Lord Jesus is not saying it is bad to have possessions.  Jesus is showing the proper perspective to have towards possessions.  He is teaching that if you are collecting or storing up things during your life on earth with the aim of getting happiness and security, you are on the wrong road. 

Instead, Jesus advises in verse 20: 

Verse 20: “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 

KEY WORDS: 

“treasures in heaven” means doing the will of God with or without possessions.  What is your mental attitude towards possessions?  The Lord Jesus in verse 19 gives the reason why it’s a waste of time to store up earthly possessions:

Verse 19: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.” 

• There is no security in material things.  You can lose them at any time.  Things can be destroyed by nature (moth and rust), or stolen by thieves.  Of course, His advice goes against the advice of the world. 

• His advice also implies that you will worry about losing the things you have stored on earth. 

Verse 20: “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 

However, verse 20 teaches that the treasures you store in Heaven cannot be lost.  There are no destructive natural elements or destructive people in Heaven!  You don’t have to worry about losing them!  What God gives, no man can ever take away.  This is why the Christian life should be relaxing.

Verse 21: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Verse 21 teaches that you will concentrate your interest where your treasure is.  In other words, you live for your treasure.  If you want a big bank account, you direct you life activities and energies towards that goal.  The goal of a big bank account captures your heart. 

Jesus now illustrates what he means in verse 24: 

Verse 24: No one can serve two masters. For either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

The Lord’s point is obvious.  You can’t serve both God and money.  Why? 

No man can serve two masters - Christ proceeds to illustrate the necessity of laying up treasures in heaven from a well-known fact, that a servant cannot serve two masters at the same time. 

• His affections and obedience would be divided, and he would fail altogether in his duty to one or the other. 

• One he would love, the other he would hate. 

• To the interests of the one he would adhere, the interests of the other he would neglect. 

• This is a law of human nature. 

• The supreme affections can be fixed on only one object. 

• So, says Jesus, the servant of God cannot at the same time obey him, and be avaricious, or seek treasures supremely on earth. 

• One interferes with the other, and one or the other will be, and must be, surrendered. 

Luk 16:9  And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 

Luk 16:10  He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 

Luk 16:11  If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 

What is mammon?  It is a Syriac word, a name given to an idol worshipped as the god of riches.  We don’t know if the Jews ever worshipped this idol, but they used the word to denote or indicate wealth.

POINT: This is another war that rages inside us.  Satan is constantly tempting us with the things of this world to stop us from serving God. 

ANGELS:  SATAN'S STRATEGY

1. Believers are warned against him and his tactics. (Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8)

2. We must be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan is a deceiver and a counterfeiter.  He uses deception -  not obviously wrong or sinful - but very subtle changes to the truth (Genesis 3:1).  Remember, a counterfeit looks like the original.

4. Satan is described as an "angel of light" - often seeming attractive and "good".  (2 Corinthians 11:14)

5. His tactics

a) Towards unbelievers.

i) to blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 1 0)

b) Towards believers.

i) Satan seeks to hinder our growth and witness. (1 Peter 5:8)

ii) Satan will mislead into false doctrine and legalism. (1 Timothy 5:14-15)

iii) He persuades believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis  2:17, James 4:7-8)

iv) Satan often attacks our assurance of salvation so that we doubt God.

v) Worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9)

vi) Fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15)

vii) He accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer (using guilt). (Revelation 12:9-10, Job 1:6-11

viii) He takes our focus off Christ by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10-11), on people (1 Corinthians 1:12), on things (Hebrews 13:5-6)

ix) When we don't allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, we open ourselves up to Satanic attack. (1 Corinthians 7:5, 2 Corinthians 2:11, 1 Timothy 5:14-15)

x) The Lord will allow Satan to attack a believer as discipline for unconfessed sin. (1 Timothy 1:20 cf 2 Corinthians 12:7)

xi) Satan cannot indwell or possess a believer, only beguile them. (Galatians 3:1)

c) Towards the world in general.

i) The World - Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:71 0)

The meaning is, you cannot serve the true God, and at the same time be supremely engaged in obtaining the riches of this world.  One must interfere with the other.

Now go to verse 33 to get Jesus’ application of His advice: 

Verse 33: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you. 

This is the great summing up.  Strictly speaking, it has to do only with the subject of the present section, the right state of the heart with reference to heavenly verses earthly things. 

Key Words: 

“kingdom”: meaning “rule” or “realm”. 

DOCTRINE:KINGDOM

1. The Kingdom of Heaven is distinguished from the Kingdom of God.

a) Kingdom of Heaven

i) The Kingdom of Heaven will be the visible future Kingdom of the Lord on the earth. (Luke 1:31-33)

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, includes those physically alive going into the Millennium. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50)

b) Kingdom of God

i) The Kingdom of God is spiritual (John 3:3, Romans 14:17, Luke 17:20) 

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of God is through regeneration. (John 3:3-7)

iii) The Kingdom of God covers the divine authority over all creation for all time. (Luke 13:28, 29, Hebrews 12:22, 23)

2. The King was born as prophesied of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14 cf Matthew 1:18-25) and in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 cf Matthew 2:1)

3. The Kingdom was announced as at hand (Matthew 4:17) but was rejected by the Jews both from a moral (Matthew 11:20) and official viewpoint (Matthew 21:42-43). As a result the King was crowned with thorns.

4. Afterwards He announced His purpose to build His church. (Matthew 16:18) 

5. The mysteries of the Church and the Kingdom of Heaven were seen as concurrent - they both refer to the spiritual kingdom. (Ephesians 3:9-11)

6. When He returns at the second advent, the Lord Jesus Christ will establish the Kingdom for 1000 years before eternity resumes. (Matthew 24:27-30, Luke 1:31-33, Acts 15:14-17, Revelation 20:1-10)

“righteousness”: meaning character. 

“things”: The Lord Jesus Christ goes back to the human soul.  The soul contains your ability to choose (volition), your likes and dislikes, your mentality and your emotions.  If you choose God first, He promises to supply all your needs.  If you choose to serve earthly treasures, the soul becomes empty, because your spiritual life has been turned off.  This results in a never ending need to want things to fill the emptiness.  The more things you want and get, the more frustrated you become, because the soul is still empty and lifeless. 

However the Lord Jesus says that when you choose God’s Will for your life, you activate the Holy Spirit and you begin to experience eternal life.  You become occupied with Jesus Christ and all the aspects of your Soul come under control. You start to live in the Word meaning that you apply Biblical teaching to all aspects of your life. 

The Apostle Paul gives his personal testimony to the validity of Christ’s teaching. 

Philippians 4:6  “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, (a petition or request) with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”    

V7: “and the peace (quietness or rest) of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard (watch in advance or protect as with a garrison) your hearts (thoughts/feelings) and minds (perceptions or purpose) through Christ Jesus.” 

You can examine your thinking by examining verse 6.  Ask yourself questions like: 

• Do I trust and rely on God enough to do this? 

• Is this how I respond to problems and trials? 

The answers will show where you stand as a believer.  Notice the word “everything”  There is nothing too great or too small for God’s perfect love and grace to handle. 

Verse 7:  A result of verse 6 and contains a promise from God.  Have you ever experienced the peace of God in good times or in bad?  If you have, did it have an element of mystery to it?  Have you ever thought “I should be feeling stressed out by this, but I’m not?”  This is what is meant by the phrase “surpasses all understanding.”  If you as a believer have experienced God’s peace and could not explain it, what chance has an unbeliever got to understand God’s peace? 

The alternative to God’s promise of His peace is nervous breakdowns, a whole range of neuroses, tranquilizers, anti-depressant drugs and mental disorders.  Isn’t this what we see around us in our so-called advanced society?  We share the earth with people devoid of God’s peace and instead filled with this disorder and that disorder. 

Paul’s Application of Doctrine 

V11: “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content.” 

The Apostle Paul is saying that he is not rattled or shook up by events in his life.  He is saying that life has and will deal him some hard blows.  He knows that life is not bed of roses and that he can’t have his way all the time.  He does not expect the world to owe him anything.  Paul is saying that he has spiritual stability that allows him to roll with the punches, because he always took his problems to the Lord and trusted in Him. 

Paul was not a crybaby!  He was not a “namby-pamby” who fell to his knees bleating “oh why me?”  “What have I done to deserve this?” every time something went wrong or didn’t happen the way he expected it to.  

Did Paul deal with problems his way or the world’s way?  No, he laid out his problems before the Lord knowing that all things work together for good to those who love God.  He was spiritually relaxed.  He asked God to show him what He wanted him to do and what lesson He wanted him to learn from a particular situation or event. 

Now, compare Paul to Solomon.  King Solomon, the man who had and did everything turned to wine to deal with life and the Apostle Paul was filled with the Spirit.  What’s the difference?  The souls of these two men had volition, personal affections, bodily affections, and mentality.  Solomon was negative, Paul was positive. 

All Solomon got was human viewpoint from his mentality and pleasure and wine through his affections.  All Solomon got was emptiness and frustration. 

Paul had positive volition for God first.  Through the human spirit, the Holy Spirit gave him the love, joy, peace, longsuffering and all the other characteristics listed in Galatians 5:22,23.  Yet he was a human being just like Solomon and had emotions and needs just like Solomon (and us).  Paul’s contentment and satisfaction came from the human spirit allowing the Holy Spirit access to his soul, not through circumstances.  That’s the big difference between the Apostle Paul and King Solomon. 

Paul could sing in prison while Solomon was a slave to things, people and circumstances.  Paul could sing in prison because he had perfect freedom inside him.  Circumstances did not bother him at all.  Paul had fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, which gave him perfect peace. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER

1. Nearly every letter of Paul opens with the prayer greeting,  "Grace mercy and peace to you all from God...." i.e. Gods love in action, unmerited favour and blessing in all areas of life and peace. Eirene = prosperity, a relaxed mental attitude, rest in soul, no strife.  

2.  "Peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:7.  Peace of mind = greatest prosperity of all! This is what the wealthy crave for and the lack of it is why they often suicide !

3. Israel looked to blessing in time as the key thing.   For them, power/money/status = sign of spiritual blessing!   This is not necessarily so for our age of history. There is no direct promise to Christians that spirituality = monetary wealth. The principle of Matthew 6:31 -34 applies to us. Put God first and do not worry about future, i.e. apply doctrine and get to work. (Lord will not see you short, 1 Corinthians 10:13, you will never be pushed beyond what you are able, with doctrine, to stand). In Israel to be in poverty = judgement, but this is not so for the Christian, Philippians 4:11,  "In whatever state I find myself there I am content." 

4. Christian maturity = spiritually minded + Peace and Prosperity, c.f. carnally minded = death. Romans 8:6.   To be carnally minded = concerned for things that decay! =  living death! We are to be concerned for things of eternal consequence = liberated. 

5. Not having our eyes on earthly treasures. Matthew 6:21 - for where your thoughts are = there your soul rests and lives!    Question for you, Where does your soul  live today?  Turn to James 5:1-6 (Read). NB:    James is writing to believers with unjust business practises. Turn to Luke 12:16-21 (Read). The warning is clear, don't be the richest man in the cemetery!

6. Our treasure is hidden in earthen vessels = doctrine  in the soul! 2 Corinthians 4:6&7

7. Riches = Gods word.   Colossians 3:15&16. The result of this = others blessed and comforted. 

8. Prosperity for believer = fruit of Spirit in the Soul. Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 1:3. Love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,..... 

9. The overflow of this spiritual status may be physical and monetary prosperity. It is bona fide for mature believer to pray for money!  3 John 2 "I wish that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers." This is a good prayer = that a persons wealth keeps us with their spiritual resources to cope with it!   Such a believer will use their wealth to honour God.

If this physical prosperity is part of Gods will for us, then we can relax with it, for can only give as we prosper! 1 Corinthians 16:2 should The point in these verses is that God pours when we have the spiritual capacity to cope and use it. Read 1Timothy  6:6-12 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10)

4. Rewards as Crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

Ecclesiastes Chapter 2:12-17

Review

We have just studied chapter 2, verses 4-11. 

In these Solomon decided that he was tired with study and was going to play instead.  We would probably say that this is a natural thing to do.  He tried the following pleasures:

1. Laughter. (Verse 1,2). 

2. Alcohol.  (Verse 3)

3. Real estate, parks and gardens, property development and construction projects. (Verses4-6).

4. He had a whole city of servants, administrators, and office workers.  Number of servants estimated to be around 48 000 people.  (Verse 7)

5. Materialism.  He bought anything he liked.  He had great collections of all types of things.  Nothing was with held from his eyes. (Verses 7,8).

6. Musical pursuits.  He composed his own songs and had his own choir and musicians to play them.  He had top quality live music wherever he went and whenever he wanted.  And we think ipod is new!  (Verse 8)

7. Lots of women.  Beautiful women from different races and creeds.  He was famous for his harem.  (Verse 8)

I have since found another of Solomon’s achievements.

In 1937 an American archaeological expedition discovered some ruins at a place called Tell el-Kheleifeh  This is the area referred to in 1 Kings 9:26 as Ezion-Geber on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.  This is the modern day southern tip of Israel and Jordan.  Solomon kept his navy of ships here.  

What did they find?  They found an extensive settlement, workers houses, casting moulds and a huge amount of copper slag.  They found a large building that turned out to be a blast furnace.  Not some primitive design, but an up to date furnace built in accordance with a principle invented only about 100 years ago known as the Bessamer system.

This was the biggest and greatest furnace ever to be found.  

Solomon was a successful industrialist!  He had his own mining town, smelter facilities, port and ships.  He was among the greatest copper exporters in the ancient world.  Ezion-Geber was the centre of the copper industry. 

It was a phenomenal industrial site in its day.

No wonder Solomon was unlimited by money. He was a mining magnate as well as the tax office!  Talk about having it made! 

Vs 10-11:- Solomon concludes something that shatters our Lotto dreams.  His conclusion was that there was no lasting happiness from any of these things.  Absolutely none.  Sooner or later the happiness and fulfilment faded to nothing and he had to find something else to get happy again.  

He very strongly points out that there is no profit (no happiness left over) under the sun (in the world).  Therefore he ended up empty and miserable. 

Vs 12-17.  Can be titled “What now”?

Ecc 2:12  And I turned myself to consider wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do who succeeds  after the king? Only what he has already done. 

Ecc 2:13  Then I saw that wisdom excels folly, as far as light excels darkness. 

Ecc 2:14  The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walks in darkness: yet I myself perceived that same event happens to them all. 

Ecc 2:15  So I said in my heart, As it happens to the fool, it also happens to me; and why was I then more wise? Then I said in my heart, this also is vanity. 

Ecc 2:16  For there is no more remembrance of the wise than of the fool forever; since all that now is will be forgotten in the days to come. And how does a wise man die?  As the fool! 

Ecc 2:17  Therefore I hated life; because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me: for all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

VERSE STUDY

Ecc 2:12  And I turned myself to consider wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do who succeeds after the king? Only what he has already done. 

So what is he doing here?  He examines very closely the reasons for his rather depressing conclusions.  We get to see the depth of his thinking.  He asks himself the question “Why did his wisdom fail to find ultimate happiness and fulfillment?”  So he stops the experiment to analyze his own wisdom.  

He considers both wisdom and folly.  He had considered these before in Ecc_1:17.  So why do it again?  Solomon reconsiders just in case he was too quick to pass judgment, and perhaps made a mistake.  Solomon is double-checking himself in an effort to find more satisfaction in his search.  

(1:17  And I set my heart to know madness and folly.  I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.)

How many people do this?  Solomon is throwing everything he has at finding the answer to happiness and fulfillment.  He will not leave anything to chance!

Key Words:-

Wisdom:  Remember this means skill at living. 

In the Bible there are 2 types of wisdom, Divine and human.  

· Divine Wisdom:-  Spiritual skill.  It means skill at studying and understanding God’s Word.  Skill at applying God’s Word in your life.  The skill to know God’s Will for your life and move in the direction He wants you to move, when He wants you to move.  It’s skill in knowing how to pray effectively.  The Book of James is an excellent starting point for these skills.  

The Bible always connects skill to understanding.  Skill + Understanding = Wisdom.  In the Hebrew, the words wisdom and understanding always appear together, except in Ecclesiastes.  

The fact that these two words do not occur together proves that the wisdom Solomon is talking about is the human type.

So what is human wisdom?

· Human Wisdom:-  See James Chapter 3.  Characterized by things of the flesh, strife and mere human insight.

JAMES 3:13-15:-
13.  Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 

14.  But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 

15.  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.” 

James informs us that when we choose humanistic wisdom over heavenly wisdom we are living carnally and follow the course of this world plotted by our enemy, Satan.  That kind of wisdom is born in hell, satisfies the devil, and accomplishes his purpose for the church.  Those who live in bitter envy and self-centeredness act like demons, fallen angels. 

Therefore, Biblical wisdom is not the accumulation of knowledge but the correct use of knowledge.  Many have the knowledge but never share it nor apply it in their own lives.

WISDOM

 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” Psalm 111:10

1. Wisdom is identified as understanding  (Proverbs 8:1, 5).

2. Wisdom will speak of things that are right, i.e. just and unbiased  (Proverbs 8:6).

3. Wisdom will speak truth and will abstain from wicked or malicious words (Proverbs 8:7).

4. Wisdom results in righteous (just, honest) words and will refrain from perverse or slanderous speech (Proverbs 8:8).  

5. Words of wisdom will be heard and understood by those who have understanding and knowledge (Proverbs 8:9).  

6. Wisdom will seek after instruction rather than wealth (Proverbs 8:10).   

7. Wisdom is better than material gain (Proverbs 8:11).

8. Wisdom is identified with prudence (discretion), it is discerning regarding ‘witty inventions’ (evil plots) (Proverbs 8:12).

9. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10); therefore, to hate evil, pride and arrogance is a sign of wisdom (Proverbs 8:13).

10. There is strength (mastery) in wisdom (Proverbs 8:14).

11. Wisdom is necessary to leadership (Proverbs 8:15-16).

12. Wisdom will come to those who seek her early in life (Proverbs 8:17).

13. Those things that God considers true riches, i.e. a good name, humility and fear of the LORD are the rewards of wisdom (Proverbs 8:18-19 cf. Proverbs 22:1, 4).  

14. Wisdom is eternal (Proverbs 8:22-23).

15. Wisdom was before the creation; was instrumental in creation and for creations benefit (Proverbs 8:24-35).   

16. He that falls short of wisdom does wrong (does violence) to his eternal soul (Proverbs 8:36).

The next significant part of the verse we need to look at more closely is:

“what can the man do”:-

The context of question is “What can any man, in this study of wisdom and folly, do more than I have already done?  No one has had, nor will ever have, the means I have to do such a study.  Therefore no one can go close to the extremes I have.”  (Compare Ecc_1:16, and Ecc_2:25). 

Ecc 1:16  I communed with mine own heart, saying, Look, I have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has great experience of wisdom and knowledge. 

Ecc 2:25  For who can eat, or who can have enjoyment, more than I? 

It’s becoming clear that Solomon was sick of his pleasures.  He thought that at least one of the pleasures he indulged in would give him happiness.  But he only found disappointment and misery.  So he is reassessing himself.  

If he comes to the same conclusion or verdict this second time, then his judgment will be absolutely final.  This means that any person past, present or future cannot doubt the results of his experiments.  This is why he asks the question for what can the man do that comes after the king?

Some scholars speculate that the “man” is a reference to Solomon’s successor, his son Rehoboam.  We will also find out what Solomon thinks about finding happiness in children later on in the chapter!

Solomon now answers his own question.

Only what he has already done:  In other words its only doing the same thing all over again!

The man is not likely to add to the result of his researches, nor even equal them. Especially such a king, who had all the resources in the world to make the experiment, and so much wisdom to make it with. 

Solomon is not only saying “it’s not only a futile thing for another man to come after me in the search of wisdom and pleasure, just to try to find more than I have.”  

He says that it is just as futile for him to repeat the experiment!  After all that I have done, he says, what more can I do?

Nobody can out perform Solomon.

APPLICATION:

So, if we think we know more than Solomon does or we can do more than him, he says to us “forget it! You are wasting your time! I have done it all.”

And so he goes on in verses 13 and 14 to further analyze his findings.

Verses 13 and 14 are proverbs:

Ecc 2:13  Then I saw that wisdom excels folly, as far as light excels darkness. (Proverb 1)

Ecc 2:14  The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walks in darkness (proverb 2) : yet I myself perceived that same event happens to them all. (His commentary)

These proverbs are similar to Proverbs 14:8 and 17:24.

Proverbs 14:8.  The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way.  But the folly of fools is deceit.

Proverbs 17:24.  Wisdom is in the sight of him who has understanding, but the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth.

Solomon had known for a long time that wisdom was far more beneficial than foolishness.  He wrote these proverbs in his middle age, when he was at his intellectual peak and in fellowship with God.  In the opening verses of chapter 1 he states his purpose for writing the Book of Proverbs.

1. The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, King of Israel.

2. To know wisdom and instruction.  To perceive the words of understanding.

3. To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, judgement and equity. (or principle.)

4. To give prudence to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.

Solomon wrote under inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  He was walking with the Lord.  This is the wisdom of the Lord Jesus Christ recorded for our benefit.  

Now, in Ecclesiastes, Solomon seems to have forgotten these words of wisdom.  We can see how far Solomon has sunk as a result of habitual carnality.

There are some words in verses 13 and 14 that need to be reviewed.

Key Words:

Verse 13:

“folly”  Or “of the senses” (that is lusting after worldly things) clouds the mind.  Folly plunges the mind into darkness.  It blinds our eyes, causing us to fall into every trap as if walking around in darkness.

Verse 14:

the wise man's eyes are in his head 

A wise man’s eyes are ready to discover both the dangers that are to be avoided, and opportunities that he can take advantage of. 

Some understand it as a reference to Christ, who is:

· The head of the body the church, and of every true believer; of everyone that is wise to salvation, whose eyes are on Christ alone for righteousness, salvation, and eternal life (NT= John 1:5; John 3:19; John 8:12)
These verses speak of Jesus Christ as being the light of the world, and darkness represents evil.

In contrast, 

“the fool walks in darkness”

The verb “walks” refers to behaviour.  Meaning that the fool easily loses his way and is confused.  He doe not know which way to go.  He is easily led. (gullible)

Matthew Henry puts it this way “But he that is rash, and ignorant, and sottish (habitually drunk), is continually making blunders.  His projects, his bargains, are all foolish, and ruin his affairs.”   

“yet I myself perceived that same event happens to them all”. 

 What “event” is Solomon referring to?  We will soon find out. 

Although a wise man is better than a fool; one thing is true, which Solomon's experience proved, and every man's does, that the same things happen to both of them.  

They are both liable to get sick, both experience disasters of life; they both can be poor and suffer stress and they can both lose property, family, and friends.
In these two verses Solomon is repudiating or denying the Word of God.  He is saying that he knows God’s wisdom, but that he has discovered in his life that it doesn’t work.  Unfortunately: 

· He misinterpreted the Word of God

· He has used his own mind to judge truth.  He has reverted to his own rationale.  He became a rationalist.

People who reject God’s Word actually choose to limit their own intellect and worldview.

People who choose rationalism as their way of deciding right from wrong can only end up in a state of self induced misery and confusion.  Rationalism has brought the world to where it is now.  Just watch the news on television and see if you can make any sense of what you see and hear. 

If you study world history with all of its great ancient civilizations, you will see an interesting pattern.  The great civilizations, and the great leaders, that slipped into immorality and confusion by replacing God’s absolute values of right and wrong with their own value system, ended in self destruction.

Example:  The British Empire.

· Started in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 1st and Sir Francis Drake around the 1570’s.

· At this time, England was emerging from the influence of the Reformation and the Puritans.  Culturally and politically it was on the road leading to the making of the King James Bible.

· Sir Francis Drake’s resound defeat of the Spanish Armada, was seen by the English as a divine sign for a Protestant England.

· In other words, England was a Godly nation.  As we know the British Empire spread into North America, India, South East Asia, Australia and New Zealand.

· Even as recently as World War 2, Sir Winston Churchill, in one of his famous radio speeches, said something interesting.  Hitler was preparing to invade first by air, and then by sea.  Churchill described the looming Battle of Britain as a fight to defend Christian civilization, not just civilization.  He saw that there was a spiritual battle, and that the stakes were high.  In other words, he gave Britain no choice but to win.  

· I believe that history shows that God was on Britain’s side.

But where is the British Empire now?  It is barely a shadow of its former self.  Sadly Britain, like Australia, cannot be classed as a truly Bible believing nation.  The British Empire was snuffed out with the handing over of Hong Kong in 1997.  It barely lasted 400 years.

Britain grew and prospered when she was obedient to God’s Word.  The empire gradually shrank under God’s discipline for disobedience.  Like the fool in proverbs, it walks in darkness.  I believe the same is happening to Australia.  Australia is fast becoming a shadow of its former self and is walking further into darkness.

When man relies on rationalism, he presumes that he knows better than the all knowing, all powerful God of the Bible.  

He becomes like the fool who walks in darkness, confused and easily led.  In fact, God has said that he will make the man to appear wise, but they are actually fools.  And they don’t know they are fools.  Today’s worldly experts are fools in God’s eyes.  (Prov 14:12, Rom 1:22, 1 Cor 3:19-27).

As we see everyday on tv, man’s wisdom is taking the world closer and closer to self destruction.  Yet people still think that man can, and will, save himself.  Craziness!

LAST DAYS:  CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAST DAYS

Just as world conditions just before the flood indicated judgment was overdue so conditions now show that we are at the end of the last days.

1. Preoccupation with physical appetites - Luke 17:27

2. Rapid advances in technology - Genesis 4:22

3. Grossly materialistic attitudes and interests - Luke 17:28

4. Uniformitarian attitudes and interests - Hebrews 11:7

5. Inordinate devotion to pleasure and comfort - Genesis 4:21

6. No concern for God in either belief or conduct - 2 Peter 2:5, Jude 15

7. Disregard for the sacredness of the marriage relation. - Matthew 24:38

8. Rejection of the inspired Word of God - 1 Peter 3:19

9. Population explosion - Genesis 6:1,11

10. Widespread violence - Genesis 6:11, 13

11. Corruption throughout society - Genesis 6:12

12. Preoccupation with illicit sexual activity - Genesis 4:19; 6:2

13. Widespread words and thoughts of blasphemy - Jude 15

14. Organised Satanic activity - Genesis 6:1-4

15. Promotion of systems and movements of abnormal depravity - Genesis 6:5, 12

LAST DAYS - DENIALS THAT CHARACTERIZE THE END TIME CHURCH

1. Denial of God. (Luke 17:26; 2 Timothy. 3:4-5)

2. Denial of Christ. (1 John. 2:18, 4:3; 2 Peter. 2:1)

3. Denial of Christ's return. (2 Peter 3:3-4)

4. Denial of the Faith. (1 Timothy. 4:1-2; Jude 3)

5. Denial of Sound Doctrine. (2 Timothy. 4:3-4)

6. Denial of Separated Life (Practical Sanctification. 2 Timothy 3:1-7)

7. Denial of Christian Liberty. (1 Timothy 4:3-4)

8. Denial of Spirituality. (2 Timothy 3:1-8; Jude 18)

9. Denial of Authority. (2 Timothy 3:4)

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONS -NATIONAL DISCIPLINE

1.  Discipline upon the damned. These nations have lived out their purpose in history and must be eliminated. This is shown in the story of Sodom in (Genesis 19). This also shows that God will not punish a nation if He can find a remnant in that nation.

God will never damn a people to extinction in history as long as there is a remnant left. Believers are the salt of the earth and are the insurance policy for the nation in which they reside (Matthew 5:13).  God protects the believer from judgment (Genesis 19:17-23; Romans 8:1). This was done without any external armies by means of a natural catastrophe.

2.  The principle is given in (Acts 17:26) where God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations.   God is therefore sovereign in history and geography.  This is done so that they should seek after the Lord (Acts 17:27).  No nation is that apostate that a person does not have a chance to be saved as when a nation becomes apostate it is either destroyed or changed.

3.  Another damned culture is the Amorites of (Genesis 15:16) where Abraham's seed would be in Egypt until such time that the apostasy of the Canaanites had matured.  However when the Israelites came out of Egypt they were used by God to destroy the Amorites (Deuteronomy 7:2).  As they were doing it for God they were not allowed to take booty (Joshua 6:17).  This discipline was by direct military action and not by natural means.  As the discipline continues they are warned about their attitude (Deuteronomy 9:3-6).

4.  The fall of the Chaldean empire under Belshazzer to the Medio - Persians and the Scythians is an example of the destruction of a powerful empire overnight (Daniel 5).  Daniel pointed out the God made Nebuchadnezzar king but when he became proud he was discipline until such time as he acknowledged the source of his prosperity.  No nation can attain power unless God grants them it.  Belshazzer had the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar but chose to ignore it.

5.  Part of our responsibility is to pray for our country and its rulers (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

So Solomon as a severely carnal, utterly miserable believer continues reasoning according to human wisdom in verse 15.

Ecc 2:15  

So I said  in my heart, As it happens to the fool, it also happens to me.  And why was I then more wise? Then I said in my heart, this also is vanity. 

Key Words:

“heart”: Remember this refers to human intellect.  Solomon is referring to deep reasoning using his brain.  These are not emotional feelings.  By repeating this phrase twice in the verse he is going to great pains to emphasize that he is not making this up.  He sat down and thought about it very long and very hard. He looked at what he had done from every possible angle.

Solomon came to the awful realization that he and the fool were going to suffer the same fate.  His wisdom and his wealth could not save him from this fate.  Therefore they were of no real value.  They were ultimately useless.  He had wasted his time and his effort.  His wisdom was futile and empty.

Now he really starts to lament: 

Ecc 2:16  

For there is no more remembrance of the wise than of the fool forever; since all that now is will be forgotten in the days to come. And how does a wise man die?  As the fool! 

The crunch line!  This is the “same event” that Solomon was talking about in verse 14.  The one sure thing in life is death.  All the wisdom in the world, all the academic qualifications, all the riches in the world will not stop your appointed time to die.  How do we know death is appointed?

Hebrews 9:27:  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.  Relate to Gospel!

DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages- (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgment and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) - (the Wheat and the Tares)

(Matthew 13:47-50) - (the good and bad fish)

(Matthew 25:1-13) - (the Ten Virgins)

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in (Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12)

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in (Matthew 25:31-46) (the sheep and the goats)

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in (Daniel 7:10) are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE

1. The judgment of the Great White Throne is the last judgment. (Revelation 20:11, 15)

2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgment as there is no judgment for Christians. (Romans 8:1)

3. The last judgment occurs at the end of the Millennium. (Revelation 20:7-15)

4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12)

5. The judgment is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that he is only satisfied by "The Good Work". The death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15)

JUDGMENT: - JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

1. There are three types of judgment for believers in the Church Age.

a) Judgment of Sins:- The Lord Jesus Christ on the cross substituted the payment of all man's sins. The penalty of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) There is therefore no judgment for those in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1). The substitutionary death is given in 2 Corinthians 5:19-2 1, Galatians 3:13.

b) Judgment of Self:- We are told that if we judge ourselves we shall not be judged. Failure to do so brings discipline. (1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 11:31, 32, 2 Corinthians 2:5-7, Hebrews 12:7, 1 John 1:9)

c) Judgment Seat of Christ:- This is the evaluation of the production of believers for the purpose of reward (2 Corinthians 5:10)

2. The Judgment Seat of Christ is a time of reward.  Our human works (wood, hay, stubble) will be burned, our works in the power of the Spirit (gold, silver, precious stones) will be rewarded. (1 Corinthians 3:11-16).

3. At the Judgment Seat of Christ the believer can be denied reward but can never lose his salvation. (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

4. Backslidden believers have no reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (Hebrews 6:7-12)

5. The Judgment Seat of Christ is illustrated by the famous athletic games in the ancient world. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

6. Rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ is based on grace. (James 2:12, 13)

7. Since we will be judged by Christ, we are not to judge each other (Matthew 7:1-2)

When was this time appointed?  Remember the curse in Genesis 3:19:

Genesis 3:19:  In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread.  Till you return to the ground.  For out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.
God has not discriminated between the wise or foolish, rich or poor, young or old, or on the basis of race, or whether male or female. 

We live in a “high tech” society.  But where has it really got us?  Can we stop death?  No, we can only prolong life by a few years.  Despite medical advances, despite the fad of cosmetic surgery to make us look and feel younger, the fact remains that we will still die.  We just look younger lying in the coffin!

After all his wonderful achievements, Solomon now realizes that once he dies, he will be forgotten in a short space of time.  It will be as if he never existed.  His fame will fade away to nothing.  In the end, he is no better off than the fool!  What a horrible thing to accept!

In other words, Solomon was totally unprepared for death.  Unfortunately, this is true for most people who, on their death bed, don’t know Jesus.  So how to prepare for death?

We spend our life preparing for everything else.  Eg school, career, family, training for sports, my first job and life insurance salesmen, funeral costs (that’s being prepared for death).  But after death?  People will gamble they know more than God and bet there is no God, no heaven and no hell.  

The wise thing to do is to accept the fact that we are sinners.  Then we need to repent of our sins and accept God’s free gift of salvation by accepting the Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts.  That is why he willingly died on the cross; to take our punishment and pay for our sins.  The next step is to allow Jesus Christ to live His life through us.  We need to live for Him wholeheartedly with complete devotion.  This is the wisest thing anyone can do.  This is preparation for death.

Holding his head in his hands, Solomon expresses his conclusion in verse 17.

Ecc 2:17  Therefore I hated life; because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me: for all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

Key Words:

“hated”:- saw-nay' (verb)
A primitive root; to hate (personally): - enemy, foe, (be) hate (-ful, -r), odious, X utterly.

This is a very strong, intense word in the Hebrew.  

This should strike us right between the eyes.  Here we have the man who had everything.  He did anything he wanted.  He even had good looks.  The only limitation was that he did not lose self-control.  Yet here he is, at about 60 years of age, saying that he absolutely, with all the intensity he could muster, hated life with every fibre in his body.  This should immediately grab our attention.  Why would he hate life so much?  In the eyes of the world he has no reason to hate life.

With some people, this feeling is a powerful motive to conversion Luk_14:26.

“distressing”:-This Hebrew word, when used as a noun, is translated everywhere else in the OT, as “evil”.  Here the word is used as an adjective.  Again, the impact is meant to be strong.  We would say that Solomon was very badly afflicted by all the work he had done.  

However, taking this word to mean evil would still be apt.  What does evil really mean?  Evil is anything that goes against the plan of God, or distracts us from God. 

EVIL

1. DEFINITION: Evil is Satan's policy in opposition to God's doctrine. Evil is therefore a collection of beliefs and practises that back up Satan's viewpoint rather than God’s.

2. Evil is not necessarily bad, it is simply a policy that will take you away from the path that God prepared for you. 

3. False religion may be very moral and even ascetic (and therefore look "holy"), but if it is leading people away from God's revealed will it is evil.

4. Often evil can masquerade as "good". People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil doctrine. Romans 7:19,20,    

5. Only God’s Word, Bible Doctrine can help the believer distinguish between true good and evil, Hebrews 3:13,14.

6. Only a soul saturated in God’s Word is truly protected from the subtlety of Satan's policy of evil. Proverbs 2:10-14, 3:7, 19:23.

7. Only applied knowledge of God's Word negates and neutralises evil. Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21,   Isaiah 45.

8. The issue for the believer is the daily choice to accept God's Word and therefore protect oneself against evil.  God watches for our choices. Proverbs 11:18,19, 22:3, 24:1-4, Ephesians 5:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3.

9. The company of evil people will distort the thinking of the believer and confuse his/her witness. Isaiah 5:20,  1 Corinthians 15:23.

10. There is no evil in God at all. Psalm 5:4, 1 John 1:5, 4:4.

11. God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire for ever at the final judgement.  Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff

12. In spite of evil still existing in the world due to Satan's on-going presence throughout the Church Age, the Lord is still on the throne, and his hand is on all things. 

13. Satan only does things by "permission" and we are in the Lord's hands and so are, in Christ, safe. Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45 : 6, 7.

Important note:-The things that Solomon pursued were not bad things in themselves.  But they had the effect of taking him away from God.  All his work resulted in him being removed from God’s plan for his life.  That is why Solomon regarded his work and accomplishments as evil.  Remember that he started his reign with God’s rich blessings.  God had appeared to him twice in dreams:-

1. 1 Kings 3:5-15.  How Solomon received his wisdom.

2. 2 Chronicles 7.  After the completion and dedication of the temple.

When you read these passages you will find that in both appearances God promised blessings to Solomon provided he remained obedient.  Solomon did not obey God.  He insisted on living his way.  Now he is drowning in misery, missing out on God’s promise of blessings, and as a believer, eternal rewards in heaven.  Tragically, he became the fool in the proverbs.

for all is vanity and grasping for the wind.

Why does he use this phrase to the point of monotony?  It’s for emphasis.  From 3000 years ago he is gripping our shoulders, staring us in the eye and shaking us, pleading with us, not to make the same mistake he did!  Solomon knows a lot about futility!

We owe Thomas A Edison a great deal.  We have light at the flick of a switch.  All our modern recording equipment can be traced back to his work.  But where is he now?  What good did all his work do for him?  Sure we benefit, and I’m sure his surviving family members are pretty comfortable.  Like Solomon, he was a genius.  But what did he go through?  We know he worked day and night in his lab.  We know he suffered from insomnia.  He napped in a little bed in his lab.  He spent day and night trying out so many things that all failed.  Eventually he succeeded.  He was probably elated beyond words when he did succeed.  Maybe his family was too.  But we benefit.  Not him...  A couple of years before he died, he told his friend, Henry Ford, that he was tired of all the glory.  He was going to work on developing an alternative to rubber. But he died at age 84 in1931, at home in poor health.  He died a rich man.  He died a famous man.  But did any of that help him at his appointed time?  

New Testament Solution.

So, where does Solomon’s testimony leave us?  How should you and I respond to Solomon’s conclusions?  Specifically, how should we live in Australian society that is so dominated by materialism, and becoming more and more alienated from its Christian roots?

We can see from Solomon’s findings that materialistic thinking is evil.  Why?  Because it distracts us from God.  Materialism, with all its glitter and promises of happiness, succeeds in wiping us out from the plan of God for our lives.  Furthermore, materialism actually makes God redundant in man’s mind.  Most people have become so materially wealthy and comfortable that they have no need of God.  This is why it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. (Matthew 19:24, Mark 10:25, Luke 18:25).

It makes Satan happy, he only cares about how many souls he can take to hell with him.  But it makes us miserable.  Materialism is one of Satan’s effective weapons to turn people away from Jesus Christ.  

Materialism makes promises it can’t keep.  How can one find lasting happiness and fulfillment in things that are designed to be thrown away?  Does it make sense to spend our lives accumulating throw away things, expecting to get lasting happiness in return?  

As Bible believing Christians, what is the wise way of living in a world infected with materialism and death?  The Lord Jesus Christ has something to say about this.  

Luke 12:13-21

Luk 12:13  Then one from the crowd said to him, Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me. 

Luk 12:14  But He said to him, Man, who made me a judge or an arbitrator over you? 

Luk 12:15  And He said to them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for ones life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses. 

Luk 12:16  Then He spoke a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully: 

Luk 12:17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops? 

Luk 12:18  So he said, I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 

Luk 12:19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

Luk 12:20  But God said to him, fool!, this night your soul will be required of you: then whose will those things be, which you have provided? 

Luk 12:21  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 

These verses compare human wisdom and divine wisdom.  Like the rich farmer, we are laying up goods so that we can, at some point, lay back and enjoy the fruits of our labour.  This is the whole idea of retirement nest eggs and superannuation. 

We should be responsible for ourselves as part of our Christian witness, however we must be careful not to worship our investment portfolio and pin all our hopes of future happiness on our superannuation policy. 

(Matthew 6:25-30)

Luk 12:13  Then one from the crowd said to him, Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me. 

Why would this man ask Jesus to judge?  Because he saw that The Lord Jesus had power over people.  Human wisdom said that he could use Jesus’ influence to get what he wanted. There is a saying that where there is a will, there are a lot of relatives.

Tell my brother – In other words, Command my brother.  He must obey you

Divide the inheritance - Among the Jews the older brother had two shares, or twice as much as any other child, Deu_21:17. The remainder was then equally divided among the remaining children.

Luke 12:14.  But He said to him, Man, who made me a judge or an arbitrator over you? 

The Lord Jesus quickly reminds the man that settling family disputes was not the purpose for His being in the world.  He was here for the purpose of saving humanity from sin.  Jesus knew His purpose and would not be distracted from it.  In other words Divine wisdom.

Luk 12:15  And He said to them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for ones life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses. 

The Lord Jesus uses this man to warn the disciples and the crowd against the most insidious sin in man.  Jesus warns them about covetousness (the 10th commandment).  Covetousness is a lust to possess something or someone that does not belong to us.  

We see covetousness today as the insatiable lust for things.  All the forms of advertising use covetousness or greed, to get consumers to part with their hard earned cash.

Our society actually regards coveting as a good thing.  If someone murders or steals they are rightly treated as a criminal.  But if you break the tenth commandment’ “You shall not covet”, you are regarded as enterprising, or ambitious, a real go getter!  

The Lord Jesus categorically states that this way of thinking completely misses the purpose of human existence.  There is more to life than things.

Luke 12:16.  Then He spoke a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully: 

Luke 12:17.  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops? 

Luke 12:18.  So he said, I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 

Jesus uses the rich man to illustrate that “ones life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” (Verse 15).  This wealthy farmer had a problem.  He had a huge bumper crop and did not know what to do with the surplus.  All his barns were full up.  Human wisdom came up with an answer.  He would pull down his barns and build bigger ones.  Then he could store all his grain.  He forgot about feeding the poor, underprivileged, homeless or needy.  His possessions could have been used to satisfy both physical and spiritual hunger.

Luke 12:19.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

Human wisdom says that he can retire in comfort.  Notice the selfishness and the removal of God from his reasoning.  He says my soul, my goods saved in my barns, I will take my life easy.  He had his time all planned!

Luke 12:20.  But God said to him, fool!  This night your soul will be required of you: then whose will those things be, which you have provided? 

Luke 12:21.  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 

The rich fool treats time as though he has control over it.  He assumes he will live until a “ripe old age”.  But this attitude brings him crashing into God.  God tells him that he will die that very night.  The material wealth of the man cannot stop his appointment with death.  He is not prepared for this special meeting.

Next God asks him who is going to get all his things?  In other words, he is leaving this world to enter another.  He is going to meet God to give account of himself.  He can’t take anything material with him.  

1 Timothy 6:7.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  (A good memory verse).

This is the misery, the hopelessness, the sheer futility that King Solomon is experiencing and warning us about in verses 15-17 of chapter 2.  

The rich man was a fool.  What he did was senseless because he was totally unprepared for his meeting with God.  He had no treasure stored in Heaven.  He was not rich toward God.

Application:

We can use our possessions for God today, or we can let them fall into Satan’s hands tomorrow.  We can either work to lay up treasure in Heaven, or we waste our work on satisfying our lusts for the things of the world that don’t last and are not portable to our heavenly home.  People who chase material things and do not prepare for God, who live as though God doesn’t exist, will reap eternal suffering and pain in Hell.  God calls them fools because they have traded the eternal for the temporary.

People who have accepted God’s gift of salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ have the chance and the responsibility to earn eternal rewards in Heaven.  This can only happen while they are in fellowship with God living under the control of the Holy Spirit.  They know that their real home is in heaven, not the earth, which is dying.  So they live their lives preparing for death and entry into eternal life in Heaven.  

Have you ever wondered if it is possible for a man to live by Divine Wisdom alone and be rich toward God in Heaven?

There was such a man.  God allowed him to be born on 27/9/1805.  He returned to the Lord on 14/3/1898, aged 93.  His name is George Müller.  He is known for the establishment of five large orphanages located on Ashley Downs in Bristol.  These orphanages are home to thousands of children to this day  

He confounded people by the unconventional means he used to build the orphanages.  George Müller’s world was not much different to ours.  His was a society of agnosticism, materialism and rationalism (human wisdom).  He was disturbed by the faithlessness of people, and longed to do something that would prove that our God and Father is the same faithful God as He ever was.

How did he do it?  Every penny received was in response to prayer.  He also committed himself to completely trust God’s promise to provide his needs.  George Müller wrote the following.  “Honour, pleasure, money, my physical powers, my mental powers, all was laid down at the feet of Jesus.”

How much did he receive from God?  About 93 000 pounds for his personal expenses.  He gave away over 81 000 pounds.  At his death his sole estate was valued at around 160 pounds.

Was it easy?  No, his faith was most definitely tried.  The need was supplied by the day, or even by the hour!

What advice did Müller offer to believers who wanted to strengthen their faith?  

1. Read the Bible carefully and thoughtfully.  Then you will learn more and more about God’s Character-how kind, loving, merciful, wise and faithful He is.  Then when difficulties come, you will be able to rest on God’s ability and willingness to help you.  (Skill at living).

2. Keep your conscience clear.  Don’t make a habit of doing things that are displeasing to God.  Otherwise, when your faith is tested, you will have no confidence in God because of your guilty conscience.  (1 John 1:9).

3. Don’t try to avoid situations where your faith may be tested.  We find it hard to trust in God, but when we do, our faith is strengthened.

4. Remember that God won’t test you more than you are able to bear.  Be patient, and He will prove to you how willing He is to help and deliver, the moment it is good for you.

Did Müller succeed in his desire to show God’s Wisdom (skill at living) against man’s agnosticism, materialism and rationalism?

To answer this I will quote from a couple of newspaper articles printed at the time of his death.

The Bristol Evening News wrote; “In an age of agnosticism and materialism , he put to practical test theories about which many men regarded as profitless controversy.”

The Liverpool Mercury, noting that thousands of children “have been fed, clothed and educated out of funds which have poured in without any influential committee or organization, without appeal or advertisement of any sort,” asked:  “how was this wonder accomplished?”  Mr Müller has told the world that it was the result of “Prayer.”  The rationalism of the day will sneer at this declaration; but the facts remain, and remain to be explained.  It would be unscientific to belittle historical occurrences when they are difficult to explain, and much juggling would be needed to make the Orphanages on Ashley Down vanish from view.”

I will close with a quote from George Muller.

He declared; “The living God is with us, whose power never fails, whose arm never grows weary, whose wisdom is infinite and whose power is unchanging.  Therefore today, tomorrow and next month, as long as life is continued, He will be our helper and friend.  Still more, even as He is through all time, so will He be through all eternity.

May we learn from George Muller’s example of how to apply divine wisdom in our world, lay up treasure in Heaven, and be rich to God.

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER 2:18-26

Ecc 2:18  Yea, I hated all my labor which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me. 

Ecc 2:19  And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labor wherein I have labored, and wherein I have showed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity. 

Ecc 2:20  Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labor which I took under the sun. 

Ecc 2:21  For there is a man whose labor is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not labored therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil. 

Ecc 2:22  For what hath man of all his labor, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath labored under the sun? 

Ecc 2:23  For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity. 

Ecc 2:24  There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul good in his labor. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God. 

Ecc 2:25  For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I? 

Ecc 2:26  For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

BACKGROUND

In chapter 2 verses 12 to 17 Solomon concentrated on wisdom and studied it very deeply.  He concluded that the attainment of human wisdom was ultimately useless because even the wise must die.  

In verses 18 to 23 he starts thinking about what will happen to all of his achievements and all of his wealth when he dies.  He is thinking about inheritance.  How will his successors treat all that he has built up and accumulated?  This is experiment 4 dealing with children and materialism.

Verses 24-26 outlines being content with what God gives.  

Remember that the great King Solomon is miserable.  He failed to get pleasure out of life even though he had, and did, everything.  He never, at any stage of his life, experienced poverty or hunger or going without anything.  So he reasons as follows:

· He got no pleasure from scientific study. (Experiment 1 Ch1: 4-11).

· He got no pleasure from Education and Philosophy.  (Experiment 2 Ch 1:12-18).

· He got no lasting pleasure from pleasure.  (Experiment 3 Ch 2:1-11).

· Although being a wise man, he knows he is going to die just like everybody else.  (The vanity of human wisdom Ch2:15-16).

Perhaps he can get pleasure by passing on to his children the things that he never enjoyed.  I’m sure there are parents who are in this situation.  They have worked hard all their lives.  They have accumulated wealth.  Maybe they, unlike Solomon, appreciate their earthly possessions.  But now at the end of their lives, their children will get it all.  Will their children be worthy of their inheritance?  Will they, the parents, get pleasure and satisfaction from passing the fruits of their labour to their children?

Lets see what Solomon finds.

VERSE STUDY

Ecc 2:18  Yea, I hated all my labor which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me. 

KEY WORDS.

“hated”:  to hate intensely, like to hate an enemy.

“labor”:  Means his wealth.  It means all the things he made.  His production.  Refer back to verses 4-9.  

“under the sun”:  So far this phrase has occurred 9 times.  (1:3, 9, 14; 2:11, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22.)  This phrase occurs a total of 29 times in this book.  It refers to the things of the world and experience of the natural man.

“Under the sun” means that Solomon is separated from God.  Solomon is a believer.  We will meet him in heaven because once saved always saved. (Ephesians 2:8,9).  When we are saved we are also justified.  He is doing things independent of God the Father and of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is operating “under his own steam”, so to speak.  

ANALYSIS

Solomon was bothered tremendously by the fact that he would not be allowed to enjoy all his wealth that he worked to accumulate.

Why is he not allowed to enjoy it completely?  The answer is that the prospect of a sure death has a way of reducing enjoyment.  Have you ever had this feeling?  Have you ever taken the time to think about this fact?  

Also, he has to leave it all to somebody else!  

The founder of Harvard University in the USA, Mr. John Harvard, was a fundamental Christian.  Motivated by love for the Lord, he left all his money to this highly prestigious university to spread and preserve fundamental christian faith and teaching.  Was the money used for its intended purpose?  Another well-known and respected Bible scholar, Dr. J Vernon McGee wrote in 1982 that “you wouldn’t find fundamental faith within ten yards of Harvard.  They have departed from the faith.  The money that Mr. Harvard left has been used for the exact opposite of what he intended.”  (Thru the Bible Volume 3, Dr. J Vernon McGee, page115.)

This is the challenge to every saved soul.  Do we hate our lives, or are we enjoying our Christian life?  Are you living under the sun or above the sun?  To live above the sun, we must be in fellowship with Jesus Christ.  If a christian is out of fellowship, they are living under the sun.  There is no lasting enjoyment or pleasure under the sun.

There is also no “half way house.”  Solomon is walking in spiritual darkness, not in the light of the spirit.  He is a believer living with unconfessed sin in his life.  He has been living this way for a long time, maybe as long as 20 years.  Yet he is expecting to be happy.  

If Solomon was walking in fellowship, he would say, “I live above the sun,” because he is in fellowship with the Almighty God who is far above the sun in heaven.

APPLICATION.

This brings us face to face with God’s Sovereignty.  God has a plan for every believer’s life.  He has purposely designed our lives so that we will only be happy while living in fellowship with Him.  As a believer, I may live as carnally as I like.  Through stubbornness I may backslide and reject God’s plan for my life.  And God, in His Sovereignty, will not override my freewill.  

However, I cannot expect to be happy, but I can expect to experience God’s love for me through His divine discipline.  God is like a human parent who loves their child and disciplines them to save them from themselves.  There are parents who don’t love or care for their children and so will not discipline them.  They will let them run wild because they don’t care what happens to them.

SALVATION:  JUSTIFICATION

1. Justification means "vindication", therefore it is the judicial act of God whereby he imputes His righteousness to the new believer at the point of salvation, thereby justifying him. (2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Salvation justification occurs at the moment of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:28, 5:1, Galatians 3:24)

3. Salvation justification is based on the principle of grace. (Romans 3:24, Titus 3:7)

4. Therefore salvation justification does not occur through the Mosaic Law. (Romans 3:20, 28, Galatians 2:16)

5. Salvation justification is the imputation of divine righteousness to the one believing in Christ. (Genesis 15:6, Romans 3:22, 4:4, 5, 16, 8:30-32)

6. The work of justification was accomplished by Christ on the cross. (Romans 5:8, 9)

7. Because the work for our justification was accomplished on the cross, Christ was resurrected to relate justification to victory. (Romans 4:25)

8. Post salvation or Christian life justification is the production of maturity. (James 2:21-25)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

1. Divine discipline is the result of a believer disobeying the will of God.

2. God disciplines all true children. Those who are not true children do not know discipline. (Hebrews 12:8; 1 Peter 5:9-10).

3. God's discipline of believers is shown in

a) Old Testament (Proverbs 3:11,12);

b) New Testament (Hebrews 12:3-13; Revelation 3:19).

4. Attitudes towards God's discipline (Hebrews 12:3-15).

a) Think lightly of it (v 5).

b) Faint or become disheartened (v 5).

c) Endure discipline (v 7).

d) Learn and benefit from discipline. (v 11).

5. The effect of God's discipline

a) Discipline blesses the believer (Psalm 94:12)

b) Lives are changed (Hebrews 12:11)

c) It is for a limited time. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

d) It is for the believer's benefit (Hebrews 12:10)

6. The believer who refuses to repent may be disciplined to the extent of death (1 Corinthians 11:30-31, 1 John 5:16)

7. Divine discipline never implies a loss of salvation. Galatians 3:26, 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CAPACITY FOR LIFE

1. Jesus prayer for all believers is that we might have “joy fulfilled in us”. John 10:10, 17:13. His prayer expresses the desire for us all, that we might have his joy within us; a fountain of joy welling up within our souls, so that we can rejoice in him in every situation of life. Refer Fruit of The Holy Spirit.

2. Paul repeats this prayer to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 9:6. Only as we sow do we reap. Only as we grow spiritually, rejoicing in all the Lord sends our way, do we enter the reality of the life of joy.  This is not a life of false smiles and cheery grins that have nothing behind them, but the biblical joy of the soul of a believer who rests and rejoices in all God is doing with them, and is walking close to their loved Lord. Refer Christian Life - Walking and Holy Spirit Filling.

3. Christian maturity is another way of expressing this joy. One expression of this is the giving of the mature believer, with real capacity for enjoyment of everything life throws at them, and real enjoyment of passing blessing on through giving. 1 Corinthians 9:7. Refer Christian Life -Giving.

4. God’s desire is to super-abundantly give us things that we can turn into more blessing for others. These super-abundant blessings may be opportunities, monies, assets, gifts, friendships, ministries, sufferings, or positions to be filled from which influences can be had. God’s desire is to give us more and more, so we use more and more, and so our ministry grows, and so the Lord is glorified through our life more and more. 1 Corinthians 9:8-11.

5. In this concept of “capacity for life” we see the truth of the real prosperity gospel. God’s desire is to enrich us, but this does not refer to money alone or at all, in most cases. None of the apostolic band died wealthy, all however died rich beyond all the men of their day. All were given abundance of blessings, but often within sufferings, yet they turned their sadness into joy, their pain and discomfort into occasions for rejoicing. Romans 8:24-39, 2 Corinthians 11:18-12:10. In this last passage we see Paul demonstrating the spirit of joy, the reality of true capacity for life in all situations that life can dish up for him. He is rejoicing in the power of God to bring him through all things with joy and strength, and bring him to the end of his life, though without earthly riches, with heavenly rewards beyond man’s imagining. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 18. Refer Crowns and Rewards.

Ecc 2:19  And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labor wherein I have labored, and wherein I have showed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity. 

In order to properly understand what Solomon is saying, it is necessary to recall the Hebrew style of writing.  They wrote in the style similar to newspapers.  First came a headline that summarizes the news to grab the readers attention and to ignite their interest to read the details in the following sentences.  

Verses 18 and 19 are the headlines containing general information.  The details follow in verses 20 to 23.  

(Compare with Chapter 1:12-18.  Verses 12-14 is the headline, Verses 15-18 are summary of details.  Also Genesis 1 and 2.  Genesis 1:1 is the summary headline, and verse 2 gives the details of the first phase of the creation.)

KEY WORDS.

“And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool?”  

This is very interesting because there are a lot of implications for us.  As we know, Solomon had absolutely no problem accumulating wealth.  He enjoyed unlimited income.  It was impossible for him to spend all his money.  This is hard for us to believe, but it’s true.  Solomon’s problem was what to do with it all.  This is a problem that we would all like to have!  

He wonders what he is going to do with all his wealth and realizes that he is going to have to will it to his children.  Notice his lack of emotion.  He hates all the things he has worked so hard to get.  No pleasure did he get from all his fame and fortune.  Although he got no pleasure he is going to give all these things to his children so that they will be happy.

Solomon does the wise thing and examines the topic of inheritance in the light of cold, hard fact.  There is no emotionally driven reasoning here.

The fact is he has no idea if his successor, the heir to everything that is King Solomon’s is going to be a wise man or an idiot.  He recognizes that he has absolutely no control over how his children will turn out.

Also remember that Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines.  We can safely conclude that he had many children.  But did having so many children give him lasting happiness, despite being an expert on children too?  Its worth noting that by having so many wives and women, Solomon disobeyed God’s commandment given in Deuteronomy 17:17.  God warned that not only was polygamy prohibited, but that many women would lead him away from Him.  This is exactly what happened.

How many parents thought that having children would be the greatest thing in the world, then find that they don’t turn out the way they want them too?  How many parents really love their children and then get kicked in the teeth as they grow up?  Have you ever spent a lot of money giving your children a special experience only to discover they don’t understand or appreciate it?  That can be a really miserable feeling for a parent.  

Children’s love changes with the wind.  They can love you one minute and then hate you the next for apparently no reason.  Sometimes, how much they love you is proportionate to how much you bribe them.  Children are very easy to bribe.  

Some parents make the mistake of becoming so emotionally involved with their children that they breakdown when their beloved child talks back to them or goes against their wishes or does something behind their back.  These parents make their own misery when the child turns on them.

Let’s see what happens to Solomon’s wealth when his son gets his hands on it.

1 Kings chapter 12 tell us that Solomon’s heir turns out to be an idiot, a complete fool.  

1 Kings 12:6.  And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do ye advise that I may answer this people? 

1Ki 12:7  And they spoke unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants forever. 

1Ki 12:8  But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and consulted with the young men that were grown up with him, and which stood before him: 

1Ki 12:9  And he said unto them, What counsel give ye that we may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter? 

1Ki 12:10  And the young men that were grown up with him spoke unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spoke unto thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger shall be thicker than my father's loins. 

1Ki 12:11  And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 

History also tells us that when the Egyptians invaded Judah, he paid them off by giving them the temple treasures.  The gold shields went to swell the coffers of Egypt, and Rehoboam had to substitute brass shields for the gold ones.  (2 Chronicles 12:9-10).

We see parents who devote their lives working hard to provide materially for their children.  The parents grew up in poverty.  They grew up not having anything.  And now living in an affluent society they give their children a better life than they had.  Materially the children are so much richer than their parents were.  

But do the children appreciate their situation?  Does this fact make the children happy about life?

HISTORICAL POINTS.

· King Rehoboam is Solomon’s son.  

· Rehoboam was 41 years old when he took over.

· He has just taken the throne and has to deal with the prospect of a revolt.

· The people in North Israel don’t like him.  They didn’t like his father because Solomon controlled all their business.  He was like the modern multinational companies forcing out the small businessman with their chain stores.  Solomon had also imposed very heavy tax burdens on the population.  (Deuteronomy 16 and 20 give commands to limit a king’s wealth?)
V 6: Rehoboam consults with the old men who were Solomon’s advisers.  He asks them how he should handle the people of the northern kingdom.

V 7: The older, wiser and more experienced men advise Rehoboam to make concessions and win them over.

V 8: Rehoboam shows his stupidity by ignoring the advice of wise, experienced men and turns to his friends from his teenage years.

V 10,11: His peers give their ill-informed opinion.  In effect they tell Rehoboam to take a “might is right” attitude to his people.  They are saying to Rehoboam that he should be tougher than his father and beat them into submission.  The word “scorpions” means a whip with sharp points or metal scourges.

What was the result of Rehoboam following the opinion of his stupid friends?  He lost the kingdom in 931BC when the ten tribes of the northern kingdom revolted led by Jeroboam.  Rehoboam was left with two tribes of Benjamin and Judah.  The northern and southern kingdoms will remain divided until the Lord Jesus Christ personally returns.  

We need to consider this event more deeply.  Remember that Rehoboam was 41 years old; he was not a little kid.  He also had the privilege of having direct training from King Solomon for 41 years too.  He should have known better than to follow the advice of his peer group pals.  So why did Rehoboam follow such stupid policies?  

The root cause of the problem was that Solomon was badly out of fellowship with the Lord most of the time.  

Rehoboam grew up seeing his father, a genius, a man of fame and high repute and one of the wealthiest men who ever lived, miserable and depressed.  Rehoboam saw his father work hard to get so much wealth and wisdom, but he didn’t see his father happy.  So he thought why should he follow in his father’s footsteps?  Why copy his father when it was only going to end in misery?

As far as Rehoboam was concerned, Solomon was one of the unhappiest, miserable men that he ever met and under no circumstance was he going to live his life the same way.  So he went in the opposite direction and chose the path of foolishness.  He rebelled against his father’s example.  

Solomon wrote the Book of Proverbs to teach and counsel his son what he should do for a happy and successful life.  But Rehoboam rejected the book as worthless because of Solomon’s carnal lifestyle and resulting self-induced misery.  It’s sad but true that after 41 years Solomon did not know a lot about his son.

This is the background history to Solomon’s problem in Ecclesiastes.  

In verse 19 Solomon looks at all his wealth, he looks at the kingdom that he has spent so much time and effort building up.  Then he looks at his son and realizes that it’s all going to end up in the hands of an idiot!  He realizes that in the end he has accomplished nothing!  It was all vanity!  It was all empty and fruitless.  

How would you feel if you were in his shoes?  The lesson to learn here is that just because the parents may be great people, it does not mean the children will be as well.

APPLICATION.

In general, most parents want the best for their children.  Parents work very hard to provide the best for their children’s shelter, clothing, and education and play the “keep up with the Jones’” material game.  Some parents pin all their hopes for happiness in their children.  Some parents even derive their sense of self worth from raising their children.  The more the children depend on them, the more important they feel.  

Solomon is teaching that when you leave all the fruits of your labour to your children you have wasted your time.  Don’t expect your children to value your possessions.  Don’t expect them to appreciate what you have given them.  Above all, don’t expect it to make them happy.  Solomon guarantees you it won’t.

Also wise parents will not pin all their hopes for personal happiness on their children.  Parents who do will find out what self-induced misery really means.  This does not mean you can’t enjoy them, you can; just don’t rely on them for your source of happiness.  Parents will know how to enjoy children once they equip themselves through Bible study and learn Divine viewpoint.

So what is the best thing a parent can do for their child?  The only thing parents can do is to teach the Word of God to their children.  By teaching God’s word they will learn very useful things like how to mind their own business, how to be responsible, how to respect the property and rights of others, how to choose friends and partners wisely.  

Above all, they will learn that they are precious to God, that God loves them and that God wants the best for them.  This is how they learn how valuable they are.  If they know this, they are more likely to stay away from drugs, crime and getting mixed up with the wrong crowd.

To achieve this, the parents need to learn Bible Doctrine themselves, and apply it in their own lives, so that the children see and learn by example.  That’s all parents can do.  

What the child does with this knowledge and wisdom is between them and God.  If they choose to reject God’s Word there is nothing you can do about it except pray to God that your foolish son or daughter will wake up!  

If the child grows up knowing and applying God’s Word you pray and give thanks to the Lord, for now they will be happy and enjoy eternal life, and build their relationship with Jesus Christ and build up riches in heaven that can never be lost.  Not only that, but with God’s Word in their brain, they will be better able to earn their own keep, and enjoy the things they have here on Earth.  This will be the greatest blessing they will ever know!

The test of successful parenthood is if your children grow into adults with successful careers and successful marriages and they are looking after you in your old age and still love you madly.  

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAMILY - RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXAMPLE

1. In Titus 1:5-6, we read of the importance of a holy and spiritually active family behind all who wish to lead in Christian work. The principle here is important; for the first area of witness for a man is his family, and if they are not right he can have no greater ministry. If a man cannot run his family properly then he cannot run the church. 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

2. The father must take the responsibility for setting the standard of godliness and love in the home. To fail at this point is to fall short of God’s standards that we see in Christ’s love for the church. Ephesians 5:21-29. 

3. The man must be worthy of the loving, respectful, and responsive love of his wife. When children see this sort of love they will learn about love, about God and about respect themselves. Ephesians 5:31, 1 Peter 3:1-12.

BIBLE:  WORD OF GOD – HEBREWS 4:12

4:12  “For the Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the soul and the spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”   

How powerfully this verse points out the marvellous work of the Word of God in our lives. The word truly cuts us about if we let it loose within our hearts and minds. This is God’s purpose.  Note the characteristics of the Word of God here:

1. It is always living.  Religion and its way of life is dead, but God’s Word is alive, and makes the hearer alive and able to enjoy life.  John 10:10.

2. It is powerful.  It is energetic in the soul, always achieving it’s desired results once it is let loose in the soul of the believer.  Power is only effective when the switch is turned one, and we must ensure that the filling of the Holy Spirit is operational (no unconfessed sin in our life and the Bible open before us) so that God’s power is able to channel through us.

3. God’s Word then will do its work and it is “sharp” as a sword.  The Word cuts through to the truth and shows us how we must sort out our life.

4. It is compared to the short fighting sword of the Roman Army, the machaira. This was a weapon that revolutionised warfare, for the soldier was never off balance when using it, and was able to defeat an enemy with a far larger weapon.  It was designed to thrust straight through an enemy to their heart or head, and that is what God’s Word does;   it penetrates our very life.

5. God’s Word pierces us and gets to the real issues straight away, right to joints and marrow.  This was the way in the ancient world that you said, it gets to,  “the heart of the matter”.

6. It separates us from misconceptions, and from the errors of thinking that so easily lead us astray from the path of truth, be they emotional attachments(heart), or false categories of thinking(mind).

7. The word is a discerner.  God’s Word alone lets us see our motivation and it’s implications, and lets us see, as an astute critic does, exactly what we have forgotten or fallen short in.  It corrects us in both the thinking and the emotions, correcting facts and will; showing us if our love has grown cold, or our thinking slack! 

Ecc 2:20  Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labor which I took under the sun. 

This is a very significant result.  It’s at this point that Solomon introduces the concept of philosophy.  This is the background to human thinking for the last 3000 years.  Solomon is pointing to something that secular philosophy has discovered in the last 200 years.

What has secular philosophy discovered?  It is that man cannot know anything for certain, and that he cannot find complete satisfaction in anything, so therefore all things are in despair.

This is the modern existential movement that was anticipated by Solomon.

KEY WORDS.

“despair” : The Hebrew word (verb) meaning to make a decision to give up hoping for something.  It means that there is absolutely no hope left.  It is the decision that all hope has gone down the drain.  For example look at 1 Samuel 27:1.

1Sa 27:1  And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand. 

David is being hunted and chased by King Saul.  He knows that David has been ordained by God to replace him as king and he does not like it.  David was on the run hiding in caves.  It was during this time that David wrote many of the psalms.  Psalm 142 is a good example.  

David decides to escape as quickly as he can to the land of the Philistines, enemies of Israel.  Saul would have discovered this from his bounty hunters.  Now Saul by this time was completely carnal and receiving God’s judgement and discipline.  He was terrified of the Philistines and therefore decided to give up all hope of finding David.  In other words, he despaired of finding David.

“I went about to cause my heart” :

After verses 12-19 Solomon realizes he now has to do something.  He has tried every area in life to try and find happiness.  He’s tried academics, wealth, people and things.  He has looked to his children.  Everywhere he has gone, everything he has tried, led him to a dead end.  He can find no way out from his maze of misery.  

This phrase means that he began a process, or went from one course of action to another, where he gave up all hope of ever finding answers.  

This is what modern philosophy has done too.  To see this more clearly we need to briefly review the history of thought starting from the Greeks in 586BC.  It will also help us to appreciate what a fantastic book Ecclesiastes is.  

Thalies one of the first Greek philosophers predicted an eclipse.  Traditionally this is taken as the starting point for western thought.  It was from this point that man turned to his own rationalism to set up his own value systems and his own ways of thinking.  This is like swapping one computer program for another.  

Just south of Ephesus, on the western coast of modern day Turkey, was a city called Miletus.  It was an economically powerful and rich city.  Also, Ephesus was known for its great scientific and literary accomplishments.  Miletus was home to the Milesian school of philosophy, whose aim was to explain the things of the world leaving out God or any supernatural activity.  The two cities complemented each other.

The date of 586BC should remind believers of something.  This is a very important date in Bible prophecy.  This is exactly, to the year , when the times of the Gentiles began.  The Lord Jesus Christ said that the times of the Gentiles would continue until He came again (Luke 21:20-28).  Therefore, we are still in the Times of the Gentiles.  

How does this relate to Solomon?  

Solomon’s kingdom split under Rehoboam and the northern kingdom went into Assyrian captivity in 722BC.  The southern kingdom, Judah, went into Babylonian captivity under Nebuchadnezzar in 586BC.  This is when power was given to the Gentiles as described in the four visions of Daniel in chapter 7.

· First vision: Babylonian Empire.

· Second vision: Persian Empire.

· Third vision: Greek Empire.

· Fourth vision: Roman Empire.

PROPHECY:  EMPIRES IN DANIEL

1. General Scripture(Daniel 7:1-8) portrays empires which would affect Israel as well as world history. In this passage the empires are represented by four great beasts which came from the sea. The sea represents the Gentiles so these empires are Gentile empires.

2. Whilst there are four beasts, five empires are in fact represented, with the fourth beast representing not only the Roman Empire (SPQR) but also the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation period. Two other empires mentioned in scripture, the Egyptian and Assyrian, are not mentioned here because by Daniel's time these empires were historical. This vision occurred in 556 BC-

3. The Empires are Chaldea (Daniel 7:4), Persian (Daniel 7:5), Greek (Daniel 7:6), Roman (Daniel 7:7) Revived Roman (Daniel 7:8).

4. At the end of the Revived Roman Empire Jesus Christ returns (Dan 7:9-14) and destroys the last of man's empires and sets his everlasting empire in position (Daniel 7:14). This parallels (Daniel 2). (See Nebuchadnezzar's Dream).

5. The Chaldean Empire - the Lion with Eagles wings.

a) The Chaldeans came from the mountains of southern Iran and migrated towards the Arabic Gulf concentrating themselves in the swamps. From time to time they would emerge from the swamps to conquer and as a result ruled from Babylon periodically. King Merodachbaladan (Isaiah 39:1) was one such King.

b) Nabopolassar the father of Nebuchadnezzar was asked to rouse an army to assist Assyria against its enemies. He marched into Babylon and revolted against Assyria and with the help of the Medes and Scythians destroyed the Assyrian empire in 612 BC.

c) The Chaldean Empire became great as portrayed by the Lion and spread quickly over the known civilised world as shown by the wings of the Eagle. Its power reached its zenith under Nebuchadnezzar being the richest empire ever seen on the earth.

d) As often happens a great king was followed by a poor ruler. The Chaldean empire soon declined under Evil-Morodach his son who was killed in a revolution by Nergalsharezer who is mentioned in Jeremiah 39:3 as a prince of Babylon.

e) Nergalsharezer became the king. He succeeded to the throne but only reigned for four years. In 556 BC Nabonidus was elected ruler. Being quite old, Belshazzar was made co-regent and ruled from Babylon. He had no interest in God. The lion with wings had declined to an arrogant man. The empire continued to decline and in 538 BC during a drinking party with 1,000 of his nobles the Persians took Babylon by force. The Chaldean empire was over. (Daniel 5).

f) The Lion with Eagles wings parallels the Head of Gold of the vision of Nebuchadnezzar in (Daniel 2:32,38).

6. The Medio-Persian Empire - The bear with the raised paw.

a) During the relatively short Chaldean Empire, two groups were constantly struggling to gain control over each other, the Medes and the Persians. Whilst they fought with each other, they always united against outside enemies. Eventually the Persians gained ascendancy over the Medes. This is shown in the raised paw of the bear. They became a very powerful force.

b) In 546 BC Cyrus the Great conquered the fabulously rich city of Sardis, the capital of King Croesus of Lydia. Darius the Mede, eight years later, conquered Babylon with the Persian army under Gobryas, entering the city by the only opening in the wall where the river entered the city. (Dan 5:28). Daniel was made chief administrator of the empire (Dan 6:1,2).

c) It is apparent that Cyrus was a believer. He was certainly used by God and is mentioned often in scripture (2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:1,2,7,8; 3:7; 4:3,5; 5:13,14,17; (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1; Daniel 1:21; 6:28; 10:1). Cyrus made it possible for the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1).

d) There were a number of Persian kings who followed Cyrus who had influence on the Jews and are mentioned in the Bible. Cyrus' son Cambyses ruled Persia for ten years and is the Ahasuerus of (Ezra 4:6). The next king was anti-Semitic and stopped the building of the temple but he was soon assassinated and Darius 1 The Great confirmed Cyrus' edict with his own in (Ezra 6). It was during his reign (521-486 BC) that the Jews returned to the land in 516 BC after their 70 years of captivity. Darius is also mentioned in the books of Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai and Zechariah.

e) Darius was succeeded by Xerxes 1 (486-465 BC), the Ahasuerus of the book of (Esther ) who, in turn, was succeeded by Artaxerxes Longimanus who, by his edict in 445 BC, ordered the rebuilding of Jerusalem thus starting Daniel's 70 weeks. He is mentioned in (Ezra 7:1-8 and Nehemiah 2:1).

f) After Artaxerxes the Persian Empire declined. The Greek Empire in the west started to rise. With the invasion of Alexander, the Persian Empire, the silver shoulders of (Daniel 2:32,39), had ceased to exist.

7. The Greek Empire - the leopard with four heads

a) During the height of the Persian Empire, the Greeks and Macedonians had been fighting each other in a series of interstate wars. The Spartans, Thebians, Athenians and Macedonians were but a few of the combatants.

b) Philip of Macedon, having been released as a hostage by the King of Thebes, utilised many of the military tactics he had observed during his captivity in organising his own army in the mountains to the north of mainland Greece. He married a redhead, Olympias of Epirus, and to them was born a son, Alexander.

c) Alexander was tutored by Aristotle and succeeded to the throne when Philip was assassinated. Alexander was 20 years of age. At his death Philip had conquered Greece but a language barrier caused significant weakness in the large Greek army which Alexander was intending using against Persia. With his brilliant mind, Alexander conceived a common or Koine Greek language, a highly accurate and specific language which became the precise language of the New Testament.

d) In 334 BC Alexander started his conquest of the Persians. He successfully campaigned in Asia Minor, Palestine, Egypt and North Africa before overwhelming Persia. He passed through into Northern India. The bear had been replaced by the leopard. His army finally stopped in central India where a group decided to sail home. They cut down a forest and sailed along the Persian Gulf, producing an encyclopaedia of natural science en route.

e) Alexander returned to Persia and settled down in Babylon where he died due, mainly, to excessive drinking at an early age. Like Nimrod, he tried to form a super race and a brotherhood of man in Babylon. His early death can be seen as judgment by God on an international system.

f) His empires did not long survive him. Eleven of his serving generals fought each other for some twenty years until four succeeded in wresting kingdoms to rule SELEUCHUS, PTOLEMY, CASSANDER and LYSIMACHUS. These are the four heads of the leopard, the leopard representing Alexander's empire because of the rapidity of conquest. (See also NORTH AND SOUTH and WINDS OF HEAVEN.) The belly of bronze also represents this empire. (Dan 2:32,39).

8. The Roman Empire - The Iron Monster

a) To the west, whilst the Greek city states were warring, peasant shepherds living on the banks of the Tiber moved up into the safety of the seven hills that were to become Rome. Having consolidated the power of Rome expanded to conquer parts of Italy. Rome therefore took its place with Macedonia, Persia and Carthage as powers in the civilised world.

b) Rome's real expansion commenced with the three Punic wars against Carthage, which resulted in the complete destruction of the Carthaginian empire and its leader, Hannibal. Rome now turned eastwards, pushing against the Seluchids, the King of the North in (Daniel 11). Rome expanded into Syria, Egypt, Gaul, North Africa, with the Mediterranean becoming a Roman lake.

c) The Romans made good use of iron in their conquests with the famous Roman short sword, the Machaira of iron being the main offensive weapon. With very few delays the might of Rome trod and crushed all their enemies.

d) The prosperity under the Roman republic caused decadence to set in and Rome might well have collapsed, had it not been for one of the greatest geniuses of all time, Gaius Julius Caesar who, by the concepts he adopted, was able to extend the life of Roman power by some 500 years.

e) There followed a period of great stability during which Jesus Christ came into the world (Luke 2:l; Gal 4:4). With this stability came the opportunity for Christianity to spread. The Jews, however, after the death and resurrection of Christ, forgot God and the Romans crushed them in the terrible siege and destruction of Jerusalem by Titus and his three legions in 70 AD

f) During the middle of the first century decadence again set in but due to the spread of Christian principles, Rome enjoyed a golden age for almost a hundred years under the Antonine Caesars from AD 96. Again there were peace and maximum evangelism.

g) In the fourth century religion and state were combined under Constantine and slowly the Roman Empire declined until Rome was eventually sacked by Odovacar, the German in 466 AD The legs of iron represent this empire in (Daniel 2:33,40).

9. The Revived Roman Empire - The seven-horned head and the little horn.

a) We now move from history, as far as we are concerned, to prophecy. To Daniel, of course, all of these empires, with the exception of the Chaldean Empire, was prophecy. After the age of the Church which has been inserted into history by God, the Roman empire is revived.

b) The picture we see here is that of ten national groups. Three have to be conquered by the emerging dictator of that empire known as the Beast. The dictator is seen as a horn with eyes and a mouth speaking blasphemies. The little horn plucks out three horns.

c) The revived Roman Empire lasts only for the seven years of the tribulation before being destroyed as the last empire by the return of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.

d) The toes of clay and iron represent this kingdom in (Daniel 2:33, 41-43).

e) In (Revelation 17:10) it mentions seven kings or empires, five of which had fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come. Remembering these words were written by John in AD 96, 'that which is' is the Roman Empire. The Empires are as follows:

i) Those that have fallen:- Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece

ii) That which is:- Roman

iii) That which is to come:- Revived Roman Empire

10. In both Nebuchadnezzar's dream in (Daniel 2) and this passage in (Daniel 7), man-made empires are destroyed by God. Worldwide empires tend to elevate man to a place of self-glorification, whilst an glory should go to God. God promotes nations. (Genesis 10) and judges internationalism. (Daniel 2, 7).

We are still in the Roman Empire stage.  In accordance with Daniel’s vision, the Roman Empire was not totally destroyed.  The Romans phased out gradually but we are now witnessing the revival of this empire in the form of the European Union, which will have a great part to play in the Tribulation period.

So this is what we see today.  We live in the era of Gentile power that pervades all areas of life, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual.

And this is precisely how we see Solomon thinking in this book.  Solomon is showing the great characteristic of western, rational thinking.  That is, “I am my own authority” and this can be plainly seen in Ecclesiastes 2:13,14.

Ecc 2:13  Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness. 

Ecc 2:14  The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one event happeneth to them all. 

First Solomon quotes part of the word of God, then he refutes the quote by saying he puts his mind and his experience over the Word of God.  This is despite all the Bible teaching he got from his father King David.  This is despite starting his reign with such great blessing from God and being visited 

So Solomon was thinking philosophically 500 years in advance of what the Greeks thought they had discovered in their philosophy!  However Solomon also anticipated another principle of philosophy.  

If we trace philosophy we find it develops from the Greeks, then to the Romans and then flows into the Middle Ages.  Then something very interesting happens.  Philosophy branches out in two opposite directions.  We see the births of the Renaissance and the Reformation.  

Briefly, what were these two movements?

· Renaissance:  

In Medieval times, God was the measure of all things.  The Renaissance replaced God with humanistic values where man became the measure of all things.  The things of man replaced the glory of God.  The classical culture of the Greeks and Romans became more important than theology.  Man’s religious life became divorced from his daily life.

· The Reformation:

Credited with being started by Martin Luther and later John Calvin.  This is where Biblical theology became important.  The Roman Catholic Church was all-powerful.  Luther increasingly saw the need for the Bible to be made available to the common man.  The more he studied the New Testament, the more he saw how far the church had fallen from the Bible.  The Reformation pushed for Word of God to take priority in society, not man’s thinking.

Of the two movements we see the results of Renaissance type philosophy rampant today.  The Renaissance thinking developed over the last 500 years into the modern existential movement.  The subject of Philosophy has many members.  Plato thought about life one-way, Socrates another and so it goes on through to modern times.  But where as it all ended?  

Modern philosophers have despaired of finding true knowledge.  They have given up all hope!  Man cannot know everything and he cannot be fulfilled.  This is what Liberal churches believe, this is what secular science believes and this is why the lawmakers have accepted moral relative truth.  What is ok in one situation is not ok for another.  

This is why we see such confused thinking in our society.  If you become bored with your marriage partner, secular marriage guidance counsellors tell you its ok to trade them in for another.  You do it with cars, why not relationships?

This second principle of despair of ever finding truth and fulfilment is what Solomon discovered 3000 years (verse 20) ahead of the birth and development of modern, western philosophy.  The first principle Solomon discovered was Rationalism.

This is why Ecclesiastes is such a tremendously important book!  Solomon in 30 years of his life, compressed 3000 years of man’s intellectual struggle into his own life!  He predicted what we see happening around us today.  He predicted the result of modern philosophy.  

There truly is nothing new under the sun!

PHILOSOPHY

1. Philosophy does not lead to wisdom. (Job 28:12-13,20-21).

2. It is a futile exercise. (Ecclesiastes 8:17; 1 Corinthians 3:19,20)

3. It does not produce happiness. (Ecclesiastes 1:13-18)

4. It leads to death. (Proverbs 14:12; 1 Corinthians 1:18-22)

5. We cannot find God through it. (Matthew 11:25; 16:17; 1 Corinthians 1:20,21; 2:13)

6. Philosophy is useless in preaching (1 Corinthians 1:20,21; 2:1) as it will rob the gospel of its power. (1 Corinthians 1:17). Basic doctrines are then doubted or even denied, as is done in liberal theology.

7. Philosophy is a hindrance in coming to faith. (Acts 17:32; 1 Corinthians 1:23; 1 Timothy 6:20-21)

8. It has to be avoided. (Proverbs 3:5,7; 1 Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 2:8; 1 Timothy 6:20,21).

9. Real wisdom is to know and worship God. (Job 28:28; Psalm 11 1:10; Proverbs 1-7; 9:10; 14:16)

10. Philosophy creates "mental blocks" in the mind. This makes it hard for someone who has been trained in it to understand and accept Biblical truths.

11. A few examples as illustration-

a) Evolution: Leaves no room for a Creator, that is, for God.

b) Humanism: Denies the existence of God, human soul, life after death, heaven, hell, of absolute values in morals or otherwise.

c) Psychiatry: Does not keep man responsible for his deeds. It denies the root of all man's problems:  sin.

d) Anthropology: Teaches evolution in human society. What is called "primitive man" or "stone age man" is, in reality, the end product of degeneration through sin.

Now, in verses 21 to 23 he describes in more detail where this leads him.

Ecc 2:21  For there is a man whose labor (production, wealth) is in (the result of) wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not labored (work severely) therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity (emptiness) and a great evil. 

Solomon gives an example.

KEY WORDS:

“equity”:  For a long time the meaning of this word was obscure.  However it has since been discovered to be an Ugaritic name for a god of craftsmanship.  In other words it is skill and stability.  A good craftsman is stable while he performs his craft.

“portion”:  An allotment or an inheritance.

“great evil”:  This is evil in the sense of deception causing distress, not sinfulness.

The idea that a man can build up wealth through wise investments and skillful business decisions, only to leave it to someone else who never worked for it or doesn’t deserve it, is a huge calamity.  It means that the great achievement is really empty.  How can you get lasting satisfaction and enjoyment from your labour knowing this?

APPLICATION:

Phi 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, (Bible Doctrine) in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

Key Words

“to be content”:  self complacent, happiness.  This verb is in the infinitive tense meaning to keep on being content.  The active voice means any believer can be content.

(“be” Greek word is “einai” in the present active infinitive tenses :to be).

Phi 4:12  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed (Bible Doctrine) both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 

Paul is saying that knowing God’s Word allows him to be happy no matter what the circumstances are.  He can have great inner happiness in good times and in bad, distressing times.  This happiness is available to any born again believer.  But it’s conditional in studying the Bible.  You have to know God’s instructions for your life.  This is the basis for the a successful Christian life.

WORK

1. Since the Fall, man has had to work for a living by the sweat of his. Genesis 3:17-19.

2. Our attitude to work as believers should, however, be an offering of praise to God. Romans 8:19-32, 1 Corinthians 10:31

3. Our attitude to work is witness to all.  Workers are told to follow some simple guidelines to open the door for witness in the work place - Titus 2:9,10.

a) "Be Obedient"  - The Greek verb hupotasso is the same one used for wives of their husbands, and involves responsiveness to the will of the other. The believer is to be the best worker in the situation and is to be known as the one who can be trusted to perform what is required.

b) "Not answering again" - Talking back, or "back chat" has always been a problem where authority is resented. Such resentment is to have no place in the Christian's life as they are to see every situation they find themselves in as one where they are called to show themselves servants of their master in heaven and live up to his standards and their high calling as ambassadors of Christ.

c) "Not purloining" - It was always a temptation for slaves to steal, as they had been "stolen" and the only way to get freedom was to buy it with money they saved. Paul's point here and elsewhere, was that freedom was not to be the goal, rather service for the Lord. Freedom was not to come at any price! The believer was to pay taxes and to recognize others wealth as the other person's property and not steal it, even if that other person was not "entitled to it".   Ephesians 4:28.

d) "Showing good fidelity" - The Christian worker was to shew by all he or she did that they were trustworthy in all things.

e) "Adorn the doctrine of God" - Become a credit to the doctrine of God.  The English word for cosmetics comes from the word adorn.  It means to decorate or present in a good light.  As men will take a second look at a woman who is well made up with cosmetics so Paul wanted the masters to take a second look at slaves who served well and so hear what made them different from the rest, namely the gospel.   2 Corinthians 5:20.

These principles apply to all workers and managers in industry today.

4. Christian employers must be a just and fair. Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3: 22-4:1, 1 Timothy 6:1-8.

5. All Christians who can should be working for their living.  If they are unable to work they will be able to do something for the Lord, and such service should be supported by the church.  1 Thessalonians 3:10-12

6. Even Paul who ministered nearly full time, was a tent maker by day and a preacher and Bible teacher by night.  1 Corinthians 9:18, 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  4:11-12

7. Paying the pastor is legitimate, following the principle of the oxen treading out the grain; it ate whatever it needed to keep doing the job.  1 Corinthians 9:6-14, Galatians 6:6, Romans 15:27, Deuteronomy  25:4,  1  Timothy 5:17, 18.

8. Everything we do is to be looked upon as service to the Lord.  Colossians 3:23.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

1. We must think with Holy Spirit filled discernment.  Refer SPIRITUALITY.

2. Our discernment is determined by the amount of God’s Word we have read, understood and applied into our lives. Colossians 1:9-11.  Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study Colossians 1.

3. Our human IQ is of no significance in thinking biblically, for the Holy Spirit will teach us as we seek to learn and are obedient to what we learn. 1 Corinthians 1:19- 2:16. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of 1 Corinthians 1.

4. To think biblically we must apply what we know. James 1:21-25. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of James 1. There is no such thing as knowledge that remains unapplied, for such “knowledge” is simply self deception.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THANKFULNESS

1. In everything we are told to give thanks.  In (1 Corinthians 1) Paul gives thanks for a number of items concerning God's provision.

2. Thanksgiving for grace (v 4).

3. Thanksgiving for spiritual wealth (v 5).

4. Thanksgiving for witnessing (v 6).

5. Thanksgiving for spiritual gifts (v 7).

6. Thanksgiving for ultimate sanctification (v 8)

7. Thanksgiving for divine faithfulness (v 9):

a) Faithful to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Faithful in not allowing too great a temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13)

c) Faithful is He who calls you (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

d) Faithful in keeping us from evil (2 Thessalonians 3:3)

e) Faithful even when we are unfaithful (2 Timothy 2:13).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY

1.  God is able to keep us and bless us (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a) Stand fast in the word 1Corinthians 16:13.

b) Stand fast in our liberty Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c) Stand fast in one spirit (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d) Stand fast in the Lord (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e) Stand fast in doctrine 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. Strength and stability comes in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident. 1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33.

8. God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives. Romans 14:4, Jude 24. 

9. Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it. e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. Profile of the stable believer under pressure 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

Ecc 2:22  For what hath man of all his labor, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath labored under the sun? 

Solomon says, “I have done all things but what did I get out of it?”  If we are really honest with ourselves we can ask the same question.  Solomon is saying that all of his effort has gotten him nowhere.  There is absolutely no lasting benefit to him.

This does not apply to believers though.  Our labour is not in vain.

1Co 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

HOPE

1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13 )

Ecc 2:23  For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity. 

KEY WORDS:

“sorrows”:  anguish or affliction.

“travail”:  refers especially to business affairs.

“grief”:  or anger.

There is a forgotten truth in this verse.  It is a truth we “normal” people forget.  We envy rich, successful, popular and famous people.  Most of us would trade our mediocre life for fame and fortune, especially the fortune, as quick as lightning.  And we would be jumping up clicking our heels about it!

But Solomon, forever the realist, reminds us that rich people don’t sleep well.  They are too scared of losing what they have worked so hard to get.  They become sick with worry.  They worry and get frustrated about business deals and affairs.  I have heard it said, in a joking manner, that money only buys you a better class of misery.  You can be miserable in a tent and you can be miserable in a palace.  You are just more comfortable being miserable in a palace!  Under the flippant mood is Solomon’s truth.  The fact is you are still miserable and it doesn’t matter if you are in a tent or a palace.  

He is levelling with us, saying, “I am one of the greatest kings who ever lived, one of the most skilful men who ever lived and l am miserable.  So miserable that I can’t flop into my best quality bed and get a decent nights sleep.”

This is the hopelessness for the unbeliever.  

We, as believers, would do well to remember Solomon’s case when next we feel tempted to envy the rich man driving his BMW or pulling into the driveway of his mansion.

UNBELIEVER

1. God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)

2. Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)

3. The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4. Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5. We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)

6. It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)

7. The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)

8. God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)

9. The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol . This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)

10. Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)

WORRY

1. General scripture for the cure to worry (Genesis 15).

2. Scriptures where the believer is told not to worry: (Philippians 4:6; Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7; 1 Samuel 17:47; Exodus 14:13,14).

3. We are instructed to be imitators of God - God never worries (Ephesians 5:1)  When we worry we do not imitate God.

4. Three categories of worry:

a) Worry about problems of this life.

b) Worry about death and dying.

c) Worry about sin (guilt).

5. The example given is of Abram in Genesis 15.

6. First cure for worry - The Promises of God (v 1-7).

a) God tells Abram not to worry (v I ) -

b) "I am thy shield and thy exceeding reward.

c) The promise of a natural child is given (v 4).

d) The promises of God are backed by the perfect character of God

e) God provides an object lesson - the stars (v 5).

f) God reminds him of his salvation - a grace gift (v 6).

g) God reminds Abram of God's faithfulness in the past (v 7).

h) The challenge to Abram:  trust in God or worry.

7. Second cure for worry - The Doctrine of the Word (v 8-12).

a) God instructs Abram to sacrifice five animals (v 9)

b) Animals sacrificed are:

i) HEIFER - representing CONFESSION OF SINS

ii) SHE GOAT representing SALVATION RECONCILIATION

iii) RAM representing SALVATION PROPITIATION

iv) TURTLE DOVE representing CHRIST'S DEITY

v) PIGEON representing CHRIST'S RESURRECTED HUMANITY.

c) Application to the cure of worry:

i) HEIFER - by confessing your sins they are blotted out. Do not worry about past failures. Confession of sins is essential before you can apply the doctrines of the Bible to cure your worry.

ii) SHE GOAT - God provided reconciliation through Christ by removing the barrier between God and man - we are reconciled therefore do not worry.

iii) RAM - God was satisfied by Christ's sacrifice. Jesus Christ can handle our problems in time do not worry.

iv) TURTLE DOVE - Jesus Christ as God is always faithful, He is always with us - do not worry.

v) PIGEON - The resurrected Jesus Christ is seated in the place of commendation at the right hand of God in a most powerful location - do not worry.

d) Satan counter-attacks in the form of birds swooping down on the carcasses, doubts form and there is a temptation to worry (v 11).

e) Abram drives them away - he refuses to worry (v 11)

f) Under pressure, Abram begins to doubt and worry about his descendants (v 12).

8. Third cure for worry - Knowledge of prophecy

a) In our future as believers we will have:

i) A resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:51-54; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

ii) A mansion in heaven (John 14:1-3)

iii) An inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-8)

iv) Blessedness and no pressure (Revelation 21:4)

b) God gave Abram five prophecies in (Genesis 15):

i) The Jews would serve the Egyptians 400 years (v 13).

ii) God would judge Egypt with ten plagues (v 14).

iii) The Jews would leave with great wealth (v 14).

iv) Abram would die at a ripe old age (v 15).

v) The Jews would return to the Promised Land (v 16).

c) Abram therefore was assured that his descendants would have a great future and to seal this, God, that same day gave Abram the Palestinian Covenant (v 18 -21).

9. It is of interest that the number of promises inferred were five, the animals killed were five and the prophecies given were five, the number five being that of GRACE, God's unmerited favour to man.

Verses 24 to 26 describe Solomon’s philosophy.  These verses are also a summary of what modern philosophy teaches.

Ecc 2:24  There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul good in his labor. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God. 

KEY WORDS:

“labor”:  meaning toil, weary effort therefore worry of mind or body.

“God”:  Word is “Elohim”, the name that reveals Him as the mighty Creator.  It is not “Jehovah” (LORD or YAHWEH), the God who has a covenant relationship with man.  There is an important difference.  

Rom 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

Man under the sun can know there is obviously a God from the creation.  People who deny this, God says, are fools.

Psalm 14:1  To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 

Psalm 53:1  To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good. 

However, only God as Jehovah can be known by special revelation.  

SO, the references to God (Elohim) in Ecclesiastes should not be confused with saving faith.  (Believer’s Bible Commentary, William MacDonald, page 878).

“nothing better”:  Or in other words no pleasure.  “There is no pleasure for a man….”  

There is no pleasure left except to eat, drink and be merry.  

Note here that Solomon is not recommending gluttony or drunkenness.  He is talking about finding pleasure in the daily things of life.

Solomon started his life with high aspirations.  He started out life with very high aspirations.  These aspirations, or goals, created a void in his heart, in his soul.  He thought that by reaching these goals he would find ultimate happiness and fulfilment.  

But he discovered that he could not fill this void.  He tried everything under the sun to find fulfilment.  He tried things, people, business, study and everything else you care to name.  Frustratingly, he discovered he could not get fulfilment, even after years and years of trying very hard.

So, in the end he just gives up totally.  He admits ultimate defeat.  He admits he will never, ever find an answer.  This is an example of spiritual suicide.  Because he has failed to find an answer to life, he concludes that there is no answer.  He has been looking for something that does not exist.  He goes from believing in answers to believing that there is no meaning to life, that there are no answers.  Isn’t this amazing?

What else is there to do except to settle for what he can get out of the moment?  If it’s eating, then let him eat.  This is all the enjoyment and pleasure he expects to get.  He will enjoy the best food and the best drink and that’s where the enjoyment ends.  He ends up adopting the “live for now” slogan, and expect no more.  

Does this remind you of anything?  Isn’t this the credo of today?  This is how people live today right before us.  I’m sure every one of us has had this thought at sometime, or lived this creed.  I know I have.  Another slogan born from this philosophy is the “if it feels good, do it!”  Don’t worry about the consequences because it doesn’t matter anyway.  So enjoy the moment for tomorrow you die.  Do you see the danger of this philosophy?

The fact that Solomon saw the results of living life without God 3000 years before modern man discovers the same thing proves the brilliance of the man.

“This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.”  In other words, man does not have the power of enjoyment, unless God gives it to him.  What a strange thing to say.  What does he mean?  It goes back to chapter one verse 13.

Ecc 1:13  And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith. 

In our previous study of this verse we saw that Solomon used the word “God” (Elohim) wrongly.  Whenever something went wrong, or something bad happened, it was God’s doing.  However Solomon forgets that it could be from Satan too.  Solomon has the idea that man does not have volition or personal responsibility.  Therefore all the suffering around him was from God.  

We saw the doctrine of the Soul of Man.  When people ask the question “How can a God of love allow all the suffering in the world to happen?” they show that they have the same idea as Solomon.  They think that man has no free will or personal responsibility for anything.

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a) The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b) The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16).

c) At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a) The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b) The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c) He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d) The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a) Deals with human understanding.

b) Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self-pity).

c) Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d) Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e) Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g) Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h) Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i) Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j) Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

But what does the Bible say?  What is the correct thinking about suffering and problems?  The simple answer is in Genesis 1:31:

Gen 1:31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

When God first made the world it was perfect.  There was no suffering or death or sickness or problem of any kind.  

So what does this tell us?  It tells us that all the suffering and problems in the world today are man made!  The sorrowful and pathetic state of the world is due to man deliberately choosing to disobey God.  

The fact of the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer is man made.  The problem of social injustice where the innocent suffer and the guilty escape is man made.  The problem of the world’s population starving while the minority can eat as much as they like, and even blatantly waste food, is man made.  

If any one finds that offensive then they should take it up with God!  

Man ruined the perfect condition of the world when Adam deliberately chose to disobey the one and only condition that God gave them.  Everything around them was absolutely perfect.  Their environment was so perfect that it goes beyond our fallen comprehension.  Yet, Adam chose to eat the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, against God’s one and only command.  This is the sole explanation for the horrible, pathetic and crazy state of the world today.  There is no other explanation.  

So why did God let Adam eat?  Why didn’t God do something about it?  

God allowed Adam to eat because He will never interfere with our freewill.  God is a gentleman.  However, that does not mean we are free from responsibility and consequences.  No, there is always a price to pay for sin.  We are totally responsible for our actions and we totally deserve the pain of the consequences of our actions.  

The sooner the average person accepts this, and the sooner the law makers accept this, the better.  

However, the Bible teaches us that this will not happen.  God in His perfect foreknowledge of world history has revealed to us in the pages of His Book that man instead is becoming more rebellious, doing whatever he likes and not accepting any responsibility or consequences for his behaviour.

God allows us to suffer and experience pain because sometimes this is the only way we learn things!  I know this to be true in my life!  The best lessons I have learnt have been the most painful, without a doubt!  

I’m also sure that parents have used this tactic with their children.  You try to talk reasonably with them, then you warn them until you are ready to explode and then you just run out of energy and let them go ahead and learn the hard way.  The child insists on doing something thinking he knows better than you!  Then when they come crying to you in pain all you can do is put your arms around them and comfort them and hope that maybe they have, at last, learned their lesson.

This is how God treats us.  This is how He teaches us.  The easier way for us to learn is to pay attention to His Word so we don’t have to hurt ourselves.  The choice is ours.

So why didn’t God do something about it?  He did do something.  The instant Adam sunk his teeth into the fruit God knew that His only begotten Son, whom He loved more than we could ever know, was going to wilfully die an unimaginably horrible death on the cross.  That one death of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, paid for all the wrongs that every person has done against God, is now doing against God and will do against God.  Jesus’ death has paid for the simplest wrongdoing right up to the most grotesque act you can imagine.  But it is all sin and Jesus Christ has paid for all sins!  Jesus Christ is the only solution to every problem in the world today.

Now we can see how verse 24 is not a testimony of Solomon’s faith.  What Solomon is testifying is that the despair he experiences from failing to achieve his goal of happiness and fulfilment from all the things of the world, is from God.  All that Solomon is testifying here is that he is totally mixed up!

This is a perfect example of Solomon not believing in the God Jehovah.  We must remember this when we see Solomon referring to God.

GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

ADAM – THE FALL

1. SCRIPTURE - Genesis 2:19 - 5:5.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Adam ("red earth"), the first man, was created about 4000 BC, in the image of God. As the first man, he was created on the sixth day out of the earth from which he received his name. He was placed in the Garden of Eden where food was provided for him without heavy toil. He named all the animals. Finding no companionship in the animal kingdom God formed woman out of a rib of Adam. They lived for an indeterminate period in innocence in the garden where there was only one test of their free will - the tree of the knowledge of 'good and evil'. Eventually the woman, beguiled by the devil utilising the serpent, ate of the fruit of the tree. Adam, having to choose between God and the woman, chose the fallen woman causing sin to enter into mankind. Adam, the woman and the serpent were all judged with penalties being applied to them all.

3. EVALUATION:  Genesis 3:1-21.

a) Satan indwells a beautiful serpent (3:1).

b) He attempts to show that God is unfair (3:1).

c) The woman is confused and misconstrues the command of God (3:2-3).

d) Satan lies to the woman (3:4).

e) Satan appeals to the woman's pride (3:5).

f) The woman sins, and having tempted Adam, he disobeys God. (3:6-7).

g) Their nakedness immediately becomes apparent and they attempt to cover it with fig leaf clothes (3:7).

h) They attempt to hide from God (3:8).

i) God makes the first approach of seeking out fallen man (3:9-10).

j) Man and woman each try to blame others for their sin (3:11-13).

k) The serpent is judged (3:14).

l) The first gospel message (3:15).

m) The woman's penalty (3:16).

n) The man's penalty (3:17-19).

o) The man is told he will eventually die (3:19).

p) God provides man with a coat of skins (3:21).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Satan can use many devices to deceive man (Genesis 3:l; Revelation 20:7-10)

b) Knowledge of the Bible is essential to combat the wiles of the devil.

c) Lies and pride are two of the greatest sins (Proverbs 6:16-19).

d) Other believers who are out of fellowship can cause us to fall into sin (1 Corinthians 5:6).

e) Human good (using our own works - fig leaves - to cover up sins) is not acceptable to God. The appearance of respectability does not necessarily reflect fellowship with God (Matthew 7:21-23).

f) God always seeks out those who are lost (Luke 19:10).

g) Sinful man will blame others or his environment for his condition rather than face his sin (1 Kings 18:17-18).

h) God always provides grace before judgment (Romans 6:14).

i) The gospel message is given. Salvation is for mankind, not for animals or Satan (Psalm 49:12; Revelation 20:10).

j) The penalties on individuals are tailored for the individual. The woman who tried to rule over the man is herself ruled over (Proverbs 24:12).

k) God provides a blood sacrifice to provide clothes of skin. Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22).

CHRIST TYPES:  ADAM AND CHRIST CONTRASTED

1. ADAM produced sin and death (1 Corinthians 15:22);

CHRIST produced righteousness and life (1 Corinthians 15:22).

2. ADAM caused creation over which he was lord and head to become degenerate (Romans 8:19-22);

CHRIST brings unity with God and eternal life in the new creation of which he is Lord and Head. (Ephesians 1:22,23).

3. ADAM caused the animal and material creation to be cursed (Genesis 3:17);

CHRIST will deliver the creation at the second advent (Isaiah 11:6-9; Romans 8:19-22).

4. ADAM was made by God a living soul (Genesis 2:7; 1 Corinthians 15:45).

CHRIST is the source of life, a life-giving Spirit. (John 1:4; 5:21; 10:10; 1 John 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:45).

5. ADAM was of the earth (1 Corinthians 15:47; Genesis 2:7)

CHRIST is the Lord of Heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:47; John 1:1; Philippians 2:10,11)

6. Adam’s creation was flesh. (John 3:6).

Christ’s creation is spiritual. (John 3:6).

7. ADAM’S sin and its consequences are experienced by all, not on the basis of their individually ‘doing sins like he did’, but on the basis of their ‘being in him’ and ‘his sin being imputed to them’.  (Romans 5:12)

CHRIST’S righteousness and its imputation is experienced by all who have believed in Him, NOT on the basis of their ‘doing righteous deeds like He did’, but on the basis of their ‘being in Him’ and ‘His righteousness being imputed to them’. 

(Romans 5: 17)

CHRIST: PROPHECIES ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION

1. The Crucifixion, (Genesis 3:15), (John 19:18)

2. No bones broken, (Exodus 12:46, Psalm 34:20), (John 19:32-36) 

3. Leaders of Israel take counsel against Jesus, (Psalm 2:2), (Matthew 26:3-4)

4. Christ's cry on the cross, (Psalm 22:1), (Matthew 27:46) 

5. The crowd despised him, (Psalm 22:7-8), (Matthew 27:39-44)

6. The mob ridicules him, (Psalm 22:7-8), (Matthew 27:39-44)

7. The staring soldiers, (Psalm 22:17), (Matthew 27:36) 

8. Parting of garments, lots for the coat, (Psalm 22:18), (Matthew 27:35) 

9. The rejection of the Jews, (Isaiah 53:3), (John 1:11) 

10. The substitutionary death, (Isaiah 53:5,6,10),(Romans 5:6,8)

11. Christ's silence in Pilate's presence, (Isaiah 53:7), (Matthew 27:13-14)

12. Christ's unfair sufferings, (Isaiah 53:8,9), (Mark 15:1-25)

13. The tomb of the rich, (Isaiah 53:9), (Matthew 27:57-60)

14. Numbered with the thieves, (Isaiah 53:12), (Mark 15:27-28)

15. Messiah cut off - betrayed, (Daniel 9:26), (Matthew 26:24) 

16. Darkness at noon, (Amos 8:9), (Matthew 27:45) 

17. Thirty pieces of silver, (Zechariah 11:12), (Matthew 26:15) 

18. The potter's field, (Zechariah 11:13), (Matthew 27:3-7)

19. The piercing of his side, (Zechariah 12:10), (John 19:34)

20. The disciples scattered, (Zechariah 13:7), (Mark 14:27,50) 

CHRIST – WORK ON THE CROSS

The work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross is:

1. Punitive - It was a payment, a judgment Jesus took on Himself, the judgment of all sin Galatians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Substitutionary - Jesus Christ died in our place. Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be wounded for our iniquities and bruised for our transgressions. Isaiah 53:5,6, Leviticus 1:4, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary - Jesus knew the plan of the Father and He went willingly to the Cross [John 10:18] Isaiah says that He set His face as flint Isaiah 50:7

4. Redemptive -  “Redeem is exagorazo. Agorazo means “to buy in a slave market” Ek means “out”. When Jesus Christ entered this world we were in the slave market of sin. He walked in, paid the price for all of us, and opened the gate so all who wanted to could go free. Galatians 3:13, 4:15

5. Propitiatory - It satisfied God’s righteous demand for a perfect sacrifice for sin; Christ was the perfect sacrifice. Romans 3:25, 1 John 3:2

6. Reconciling - By it we are restored to a relationship  of peace with God. Romans 5:1

7. Efficacious - It is effective. When anyone puts faith in the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, tat work accomplishes the salvation. Romans 5:9, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 2:13, Hebrews 9:11-12

CHRIST:  WORK OF CHRIST COMPARED WITH WORK OF MAN

1. Christ was cursed having been innocent (Galatians 3:13). - The ground was cursed having been innocent.

2. Christ wore a crown of thorns (John 18:8). - The ground brought forth thorns.

3. On the cross Christ sweated drops of blood (Luke 22:44). - Man earns bread from the sweat of his face.

4. Christ is brought out of the dust (Psalm 22:15). - Man returns to dust.

5. Christ, by bearing our sins, died spiritually. - Man by sin died spiritually.

6. Christ died twice on the cross : spiritually Psalm. 22:1, 2 Corinthians. 5:21 - physically John 19:30 - Man died twice, spiritually immediately - physically eventually (Genesis 3:6, Genesis 5:5).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

1. Definition :- Volition or free will is the responsibility before God to choose different ends and means in life.

2. The above definition does not say that one has the power to do what you choose but it does give the opportunity to choose.

3. God gave Adam a choice in the garden in (Genesis 2:16,17) where God told the man "thou shalt not eat" in the imperative mood which is a command.

4. Free will gives you the opportunity to want to accomplish things in conformity with God's will without having the natural ability to do so. (1 Kings 3:5-10) Solomon in this case wanted to judge but could not because of his own limitations.

5. In (Psalm 13) David's free will continued to be positive even though he had not been successful.

6. One of the reasons for the delay in the answering of prayer requests is to allow the strengthening of free will to desire to do God's will. 

7. Free will in both believer and unbeliever. (John 7:17)

8. Free will in giving. (2 Corinthians 8:12)

9. Free will cannot be coerced or compromised thus Christianity is a matter of obedience. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

10 As God is to judge all men it means that man is responsible for his actions and that all normal members of the human race have free will. (Revelation 20:11-15)

11.Relationship of free will is vertical, between man and God not man and man. (Ephesians 6:5-9)

12.Because man is subject to judgment there is an age of accountability as portrayed by the "rich young ruler". 

13.Animals and plants are not judged.

14.Free will also puts the responsibility on both ends and means. An example of the right end but wrong means is the sin unto death of Moses. (Numbers 20)

15.By application just because God is blessing a ministry, in the case of Moses by providing water it does not mean that the person is necessarily in God's will. God blesses through his grace and not necessarily because they are doing things by God's way.

16.Human viewpoint attack on free will - Determinism. 

(a)
The concept is that if one starts out with any physical item and I know everything there is regarding it and the laws that control it then I can dogmatically predict the future state of that item. 

(b)
This concept is incorrect as shown by the power of prayer (James 5:17).

(c)
It is possible for God to manipulate His universe. (Acts 16:26).

17.
Types of miracles in the bible 

(a)
natural - a variation of a natural law 


(i)
Elijah and the drought 


(ii)
Paul and the earthquake 

(iii)
Moses at the Red Sea with the east wind 


(b)
supernatural - a direct violation of a natural law 


(i)
The resurrection of Christ 


(ii)
Being born again

18.In physics this concept is called "Heisenburg's Uncertainty Principle" after the German Nobel prize winner who postulated it. Modern science now views a lot of the formulae of physics as occurring the vast majority of times but on odd occasions not complying with observed laws. Such non compliance would include miracles or manipulation by God.

19.Evolution is an attack on free will as it states that man is evolved from animals and is a higher form of animal. This is often reinforced in text books which state "men and the other animals" indicating that man differs in degree only and not in "kind". 

(a)
"Difference in degree" - hot and cold is a matter of relative heat; ice, water and steam are all water and of the same kind.

(b)
"Difference in kind - a square and a triangle.

(c)
Solomon in (Ecclesiastes 3:21), a believer out of fellowship assesses man as different only in degree from animals.

(d)
Based on evolutionary principles abortion can be justified and atrocities condoned against other races such as the Nazi reaction to Jews, gipsies and the Slavs. From this comes the concept that if we knew everything about animal behaviour we could then describe man. 

(e)
The Biblical view however is that we do vary in kind, not in degree (Genesis 2:16) with the thing that sets man apart from the animals being volition.

(f)
By implication man is never totally determined by his environment.

(g)
Hell is a monument to the fact of free will because if you do not have a choice you cannot be judged.

20.
Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will - 

(a)
What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide ?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.

David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

This is the principle of "unlimited atonement". (1 John 2:2)

(b)
What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will ?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

(c)
What about spiritual damage to free will ?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him. God who is all knowing asked the question "Where are you ?"

The principle of the "total depravity of man" is seen here in the fact that man will not of his own free will seek God.

In (Deuteronomy 5) Moses and all the Israelites heard a public address by God which the Israelites shrank back from.


God speaks to man in three areas:- 


(a)
He speaks to all men. (Matthew 5:45, Acts 14:17)


(b)
He has a more intense form of calling. (Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:1)


(c)
He calls through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (John 16:8-11)

It is however possible to so damage the free will regarding spiritual matters that it becomes impossible to believe or repent. 


Examples 


(a)
the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day. (Genesis 15:16)


(b)
the Pharaoh of the Exodus. (Exodus 7- 11)


(c)
those who accept the mark of the beast. (Revelation 13:8)


(d)
the reaction of unbelievers at the second advent. (Revelation 6:16)

21.However there are many areas over which even those who have had limited free will have control and the person who searches will find. (John 7:17)

22.If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? God has absolute sovereignty as shown by a study of His character. It is also clear that man has free will.

God uses his free will as creator whilst man uses his as a part of creation.

23.One way of looking at this is fatalism which is the basis of most eastern religions which state that man's destiny is set and certain.

24.Another way is autonomy which says that all things are uncertain and therefore history goes on chaotically.

25.True biblical sovereignty is based on the creator/creation concept with the creator outside the universe and the created beings within. 

Three non salvation examples:- 

(a)
Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck. The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute. Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved. They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man. (Acts 27)

(b)
The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification. We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven. We need to be actively involved in the chain of events. (Romans 8:28)

(c)
Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time. He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven. (Daniel 9:2)

God promises certain things but they are contingent on our prayer Using the principle of the sovereignty of God we can be confident in prayer if we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. (James 4:2)

26.Can free will be neutral? The answer is no, one is either positive or negative towards God. For instance if a young man is keen on a girl and is asked if he is going to marry her and he answers he does not know. As long as he debates the question he will not marry her and is therefore negative to marriage.

27.Every attack in the Christian life has one common feature, the denial of the Word of God as shown in the temptation of our Lord. Each of them therefore is an attack on the character of God.

28.The act of negative free will to the plan of God is given in (Romans 1:18-32.)

In this passage:- 

(a)
the unbeliever hold the truth in unrighteousness. (v18)

(b)
the power of God is clearly seen by all men. (v19-20)

(c)
they became vain in their imaginations and worshipped part of the creation rather than the creator. (v21-23)

(d)
the result is sexual and other perversions. (v24-31)

(e)
they end up encouraging others to defy God. (v32)

29.Are the majority always right ? A scriptural example of this was Elijah and the prophets of Baal in (1 Kings 18) where on a public opinion basis Elijah would have been considered wrong. 

The concept that public opinion is always correct comes from the French philosopher Rousseau who stated "the most general will is always the most just also, the voice of the people is in fact the voice of God".

Another good example of this would be the public opinion that happened at the crucifixion of Christ.

30.There are therefore two classes in the Christian life, positive or negative to God's will.

31.In Old Testament times physical idols were common. The idols nowadays are commonly abstract in the form of ideas and concepts. It is up to the Christian to challenge these concepts where they occur.

Ecc 2:25  For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I? 

KEY WORDS:

“hasten”: This Hebrew word needs some explaining.  It’s meaning was obscure for a long time.  Scholars agreed that the word was like the word for hasten, but that it doesn’t really fit in this context, and it’s not used this way anywhere else in scripture.  Then it was worked out that this word sometimes could be changed in the way that it’s written.  It has to do with the fact that Hebrew is read from right to left and with the position of vowels and consonants.

This word should actually be translated as “abstain”.  

“more than I”:  more accurately translated as “apart from him” for the same reasons as above.

Therefore more correct translation is:

“For who can eat, or who else can abstain, apart from him?”

This fits the context much better.  Solomon has just said that his deep despair is from God, and if he can at least salvage a little enjoyment from eating and drinking then this partial enjoyment is from God too.  He reasons that if this didn’t come from God, then you wouldn’t be allowed to do it.

Solomon’s reasoning goes like this:

1. What ever I can do means that I have the freedom to do it.

2. If I have the freedom to do it, then it must be in God’s will to do it.

You can see how this line of thinking can be dangerous.  The thought of “anything I have the freedom to do must be in God’s will” completely excuses man of personal responsibility and makes God responsible for things when they go wrong.

This is precisely what we see around us everyday, whether we read the newspaper, watch television or in observing other’s behaviour in our daily living.

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

1. Three categories of will in history

a) Divine will (sovereignty)

b) Angelic will.

c) Human will.

2. Main areas of the will of God (1 John 3:23)

a) For the unbeliever - salvation (2 Peter 3:9)

b) For the believer - spirituality (Ephesians 5:18)

3. Christ has free will (Matthew 26:42, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

a) No free will in mankind would imply no free will in Christ.

b) The basic principles of divine guidance however is based on the fact that man possesses free will to choose for or against God.

4. Type of will of God as related to the human race (e.g. Balaam)

a) Directive (Numbers 22:12) -what God directs.

b) Permissive (Numbers 22:20) - What God allows

c) Overruling (Numbers 23) - When God overrules

5. Principles of Guidance

a) Knowledge of biblical principles in the believer (Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:1-6, Isaiah 58:11, Romans 12:2)

b) Surrender and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 John 1:9)

c) Growth - to eat meat and not rely on milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)

6. Categories of the will of God

a) Viewpoint will of God - What does He want me to think?

b) Operational will of God - What does He want me to do?

c) Geographical will of God - Where does He want me to be?

7. An example of the will of God (Acts 11) - the Guidance of Peter

a) Guidance through prayer (vs 5)

b) Guidance through the mind (vs 6)

c) Guidance through the word (vs 7-10)

d) Guidance through providential circumstances (vs 11)

e) Guidance through the filling of the Spirit (vs 12)

f) Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data (vs 13-15)

g) Guidance through remembering Scripture (vs 16)

Ecc 2:26  For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

Notice the phrase in verse 26:-

"Good in His sight" 

The word SIGHT in the Hebrew is PAN-IM and can be simply translated FACE, but it means so much more.!!

It is the identity of a person, their attitudes, their true being, their real self. 

It was much more than physiological, it revealed the emotions, moods, character of a person.

To be "GOOD IN GOD'S SIGHT" is to know Him, to have a relationship with Him, to be intimate with the Lord, to walk with Him as a friend.

This is not some STANDARD, it is not some MECHANIC, it is a wonderful personal, living RELATIONSHIP with the Living God that is all important in life.

This verse must be compared to chapter 3 verses 12 and 13.  These are parallel verses.  Verse 26 must fit the overall argument of Solomon.  Remember too that Solomon has given up completely on God’s word.  He has concluded that Bible doctrine does not work.

Ecc 3:12  I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life

Ecc 3:13  And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labor, it is the gift of God. 

So what is Solomon saying here?  

KEY WORDS:

“sinner”:  Hebrew meaning is “one who misses the mark.”  It was used when someone shot an arrow and missed the target.

The problem is that Solomon does not have a target because he does not believe in God’s word anymore.  If there are no absolute values of God to be met, then how do you define sin?  Sin now has to be re-defined.  

We will see later on that Solomon defines sin as neglecting the opportunities that God has given you.  In other words, God gives you the freedom to at least partially enjoy yourself.  He has given you a chance to at least salvage a small amount of happiness by eating and drinking and enjoying yourself for the moment.

In Ecclesiastes, the word sinner is a synonym for a fool.  An example of this is in chapter 7 verse 26.  

Ecc 7:26  And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God (same word as in 2:26) shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her. 

If this verse is compared with the Proverbs, you will find that the word “fool” is used, in proverbs, instead of the word “sinner”.  Solomon has made an equation between the word “sinner” and the word “fool.”  It simply means that the person is an idiot.  

So 2:26 should read:

Ecc 2:26  For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight (i.e. takes advantage of his opportunities)  wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the idiot he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he (the idiot) may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

Notice what the travail is?  “to gather and heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God.”  This is Solomon’s version of what life is all about.  

The genius, or smart one, is the person that takes advantage of an opportunity.  The smart person gets all the things from God because he sees his chance to enjoy himself.  The idiot lives in misery because he despises the things that he has worked to get.  The idiot has a spiteful attitude to things, and ends up giving all his joy and happiness to some one else.  This is Solomon’s point.  This is despair.  

As we come to the end of the chapter we should see what this book is telling us as Christians.  

To conclude let’s see what the New Testament says about this.

Go to 1 Corinthians 15:16-19.

1Co 15:16  For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 

1Co 15:17  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

1Co 15:18  Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 

1Co 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

These verses may even be a quote from this section of Ecclesiastes.  

Faith in the resurrection of Christ, and its implications for believers, is what the Apostle Paul is discussing here.

From this study we should see that the men who wrote the Bible, under inspiration from the Holy Spirit, were not pious, or religious, pretenders.  These men did not deny their own faith, unlike what we see happening today in most of Christendom.  So-called Christians and their leaders do not want to see the true result of denying or diluting their faith.

If the dead do not rise, then we of all people should be the most miserable on the face of the planet.  IF you are thinking, this should make you want to scream out the question “Why?”  Some people may even feel like telling Paul that he is completely wrong!  

How would you react if someone could prove historically, without doubt, that Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead?  Paul says that if this were to happen, you would have no right to continue believing in Jesus or the God of the Bible.  

Paul is teaching that if the Bible is not true then you may as well forget the whole thing.  Take your Bible and throw it in the bin.  Would you be able to do that?  Would you be able to turn your back?  If you can’t do this then you have the wrong kind of faith.

The Christian faith is not a blind faith.  It is a faith based on historical fact.  We can be completely sure that our faith stands on solid historical ground.  

How would you respond if an unsaved person asked whether you would still believe if the Theory of Evolution were proven as fact?  What would be the wise answer?  The wise answer is No!  If the Theory of Evolution were true, I would have to deny Christ.  Why?  The reason I would have to deny Christ is because the whole Bible is grounded on historical fact.  If a Biblical fact were proven false, the whole Bible collapses.  It’s that simple.

Furthermore, if the Bible collapses, then all the answers to prayer, all your spiritual experiences that you have had, all your hopes for the future go right down the drain.  

1Co 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

KEY WORDS:

“in this life”:  What is Paul referring to here?  He is referring to that period of life between the point of salvation and the point of death or rapture.  In other words this is the period of your life as a believer.  

“hope in Christ”:  What is the believers ultimate hope?  It’s that we will receive resurrection bodies and have eternal life with God in Heaven.  

So why would we be “most miserable?”  The answer is if we die and we don’t go to be with the Lord, or if Christ does not come and resurrect us from the grave or if there is no life after the grave, then Paul says our Christian life is a waste of time.  Here we are living our life for the Lord.  We are abstaining from pleasures that we could have right now in order to please God.  We are betting that we are sacrificing immediate pleasure for future treasure in Heaven.  

Now if there is no future treasure or reward, what have you done with your life?  Suppose you lose the bet and the whole Christian faith comes to zero.  All the things you could have done, all the pleasure you could have had, but didn’t because you wanted to obey the Lord was all for nothing.  It was all vanity and that’s why you would be the most miserable among all men!

Paul’s conclusion is in verse 31and 32.  If the Christian faith is nothing, this is what he says:

1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 

Paul could have been wealthy.  He could have had status.  He could have had a teaching position in any university in the ancient world.  He could have had a wife and family.  But instead he chose to go on mission trips to Asia Minor (modern Turkey) and get rocks thrown at him, he spent time in jails, he became a humble tent maker, he got shipwrecked he experienced a whole lot of suffering and pain daily.  

As he puts it “I die daily.” 

1Co 15:32  If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die. 

If the dead don’t rise, all the suffering and pain he endured in the name of Christ was of no advantage to him.  It’s a complete waste.  Therefore he concludes lets just eat and drink for tomorrow we die.  If the Bible is not true, the great Apostle Paul himself would give up on Jesus Christ and just eat and drink and enjoy the moment.  

See the link with Ecclesiastes?  This is precisely what Solomon has showed us in Chapter 2.

APPLICATION:

When we become Christians we are betting that the Bible is true and is grounded on historical fact.  As ambassadors for Christ we must be careful that we do not give unsaved people the impression that our faith is a “tip toe through the tulips”, lets believe no matter what, type of faith.  Our belief is not the belief of fools!  Sadly, though, this is how most of the unsaved see Christians.  We, as the body of Christ, only have ourselves to blame for this perception.

In the meantime, since "God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in His sight", have you seriously taken the time to consider what is essential to please Him?

One begins with faith... 

"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him."  (Hebrews 11:6)

Then, we can add obedience, prayer and the consistent study and practice of God's Word in our everyday lives.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world. (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture.(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15-16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

RESURRECTION

1. The resurrection of Christ is central to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

a) Had there been no resurrection then we would all still be in our sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17).

b) Resurrection indicates completion of justification. (Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:2 1)

c) Resurrection is a guarantee of ultimate sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

d) The resurrection is the Father's seal on Christ's completed work, and the public declaration of its acceptance. 

e) Without the resurrection it is impossible for Christ to be glorified. The humanity of Christ is glorified higher than the angels. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

2. Historical proof of the resurrection:

a) The empty tomb. (Matthew 28)

b) Many of witnesses died rather than change their testimony.

c) Subsequent changes and confidence of the disciples after the resurrection.

d) The day of Pentecost. The reality of the resurrection was so well known that when Peter preached the first two sermons in Jerusalem over 8000 people were saved.  (Acts 2:41, Acts 4:3-4)

e) The observance of the first day of the week as the worship day. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Revelation 1:10)

f) The historic existence of the church. The church worships a literal risen Saviour, and not merely the memory of a dead martyr . (Romans 5:12,14,17, 6:3-9, 8:2, 1 Corinthians 15:26,54-55, Hebrews 2:14)

3. Baptism is a sign of the new resurrection life. (Romans 6:3-11, Colossians 2:12).

4. The Lord's Supper is a reminder of the expected return of the risen Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

5. Order of the resurrections:-

a) The first for believers only including Jesus Christ which is divided into four parts.

i) The resurrection of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:23, Romans 1:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Peter 1:3)

ii) The Rapture of the church (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

iii) The Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs at the end of the Tribulation. (Daniel 12:13, Isaiah 26-19-20, Revelation 20:4)

iv) The Millennial saints and those who survive the Tribulation to enter the Millennium in their physical bodies.

b) The second resurrection occurs at the end of the Millennium and is for unbelievers only. They are judged and cast into the lake of fire forever. (1 John 5:28, 29, Revelation 20:12-15, 2 Peter 3:7, Matthew 25:41)

c) Jesus, who must be the first eternally resurrected human., was not raised until three days after the crucifixion.

d) People in the Old Testament who were "raised from the dead" were merely resuscitated, and later died.

e) Matthew 27:52-53 is a transfer scene not a resurrection scene. The transfer is one of saints from paradise to the third heaven (Ephesians 4:8). Some were given resuscitated bodies to witness to the Jews.

6. The sequence of events at the Lord's resurrection is as follows:-

a) Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James and Joses head towards the tomb followed by other women carrying embalming spices.

b) The three find the stone rolled away. Mary Magdalene goes back to tell the disciples. (Luke 23:55-24:9, John 20:1-2)

c) Mary the mother of James and Joses draws near to the tomb and sees the angel. (Matthew 28:2)

d) She goes back to the women carrying the spices.

e) Peter and John who have been advised by Mary Magdalene arrive, look inside the empty tomb and go away.(John 20:3-10)

f) Mary Magdalene returns weeping, sees two angels and then Jesus.(John 20:11-18)

g) As instructed by the Lord she goes to tell the disciples.

h) Mary the mother of James and Joses meets the women with the spices and returning with them they see the two angels. (Luke 24:4-5, Mark 16:5)

i) They also receive advice from the angels and, going to seek the disciples, are met by Jesus. (Matthew 28:8-10)

CHRIST:  POST MORTEM AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST

One of the many unique features regarding the Lord Jesus Christ is His death and His subsequent bodily resurrection from the dead. Many do not look at the evidence for both the proof of the physical death and subsequent resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. In this topic we examine some of the evidence.

The sceptic will say “If he is risen He was not dead, or if He died He is not risen” 

POST MORTEM ON THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

1. An examination of the piercing of the side of our Lord and its implications was made by a great physiologist Samuel Houghton with the following results as to the cause of the physical death of Jesus Christ.

2. When the soldier pierced with his spear the side of Christ he was already dead; and the flow of blood and water that followed was either a natural phenomenon explicable by natural causes, or it was a miracle.  

That John thought it, if not to be miraculous, at least to be unusual, appears plainly from the comment he makes upon it, and from the emphatic manner in which he solemnly declares his accuracy in narrating it in John 19:33-35.

John 19:33-35:  “  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 34  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 35  And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.
3. Repeated observations and experiments made upon men and animals have shown the following results: 

When the left side is freely pierced after death by a large knife, comparable in size with a Roman spear, three distinct cases are observed:


1st - No flow of any kind follows the wound except a slight trickling of blood.


2nd - A flow of water only, succeeded by a few drops of blood, follows the wound.


3rd - A copious flow of blood only follows the wound.

Of the three cases, the first is that which usually occurs; the second in cases of death by drowning and can be proved to be the normal case of a crucified person; whilst the third case would be found in death by pleurisy and rupture of the heart

4. Whilst the above three types are well known, two other cases, although not recorded in the text books, could occur.  


4th type - A copious flow of water followed by a copious flow of blood follows the wound. 


5th type - A copious flow of blood followed by a copious flow of water follows the wound.

The fifth type is what is recorded in John 19.

5. Death by crucifixion causes a condition of blood in the lungs similar to that produced by drowning.  The fourth case would have occurred if the victim had been suffering from pleurisy, whilst the fifth type would occur if the person on the cross had died from a rupture of the heart.  

The history of the days preceding our Lord's death as described in the Gospels precludes the idea of pleurisy, as does the type of flow observed by John. 

6. CONCLUSIONS

lt is therefore concluded that the type of flow recorded in John l9:34 must have resulted from the combination of crucifixion and rupture of the heart. 

The fact that it is a mixture of blood clots and a watery serum is evidence of massive clotting of the blood in the main arteries and is exceptionally strong medical proof of death. 

Laying aside the inspection by the Roman soldiers who were expert in this area because of their attendance at many crucifixions what John reported as an eyewitness of the blood and water is proof positive that Jesus was physically already dead.

RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

Having demonstrated that He was dead what evidence have we of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. One very strong evidence is the reports of the change in the disciples after the resurrection and their future attitudes to preaching the gospel despite continual antagonism.

2. Another is the recorded appearances of Christ to believers after His death as shown in the New Testament

[a] Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18)

[b] Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10)

[c] Emmaus couple (Luke 24:13-31)

[d] Peter (Luke 24:34)

[e] Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43)

[f] Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29)

[g] Lake Tiberias appearance (John 21:1-23)

[h] To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6)

[i] James (1 Corinthians 15:7)

[j] Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)

[k] Stephen (Acts 7:55)

[l] Paul on Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6)

[m] Paul in the Temple (Acts 2 2:17-2 1

[n] Paul at night (Acts 23:11)

[o] John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19)

3 In the case of the appearance, where 500 at one time saw the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ, Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:6 challenges the people to go and ask the eyewitnesses the majority of whom are still alive in 59 AD nearly thirty years after the event.

4. Extra Biblical evidences are provided by eminent Romans of the day

Flavius Josephus who was a Pharisee born in AD 37 living in Jerusalem who sided with and fought with the Romans says in his history Antiquities of the Jews book 18 chapter 3 section 3 which says “ Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man , if it be lawful to call him a man for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men that receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was Christ and when Pilate at the suggestion of the principal men among us [Pharisees] had condemned him to the cross those that loved him at the first did not forsake him for he appeared to them alive again the third day as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand wonderful things concerning him and the tribe of Christians, so named from him are not extinct to this day.” 

Cornelius Tacitus a Roman historian and Governor of Asia [Turkey] in AD 112 in his Annals 15:44 refers to the persecution of the Christians under Nero’s regime saying “Christus [Christ] the founder of the name was put to death by Pontius Pilate Procurator of Judea in the reign of Tiberius but the pernicious superstition, repressed for a time broke out again not only through Judea where the mischief started but throughout the city of Rome also.”

Suetonius a Roman historian was the official historian in Rome in 125 AD and in his Life of Claudius 25.4 identifies the sect of Christians as being derived from the instigation of Chrestus which was his spelling of the name Christ.

Pliny the Younger , the governor of Bithynia in 112 AD in his Epistles X 96 states the Christians would not worship the Emperor Trajan and would not curse their leader Jesus Christ even under extreme torture.

Lucian of Samosata in his book “The Passing Peregrinus” declared that Jesus was worshipped by his followers and “was the man who was crucified in Palestine because he introduced a new cult into the world”

12. From the witnesses both believers and unbelievers as well as the effect it had on people it is concluded that the evidence is overwhelming that the Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead as prophecied in the Scriptures.

G B Hardy in his publication summarises it this way:  Here is the complete record

Confucius’ tomb

Occupied

Buddha’s tomb

Occupied

Mohammed’s tomb
Occupied

Jesus’ tomb

EMPTY

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION

1. The principle of inspiration is found in (2 Timothy 3:16) "All Scripture is God breathed". Gk. THEO PNEUSTOS. 

The Holy Spirit communicated to the human authors God's complete plan (2 Samuel 23:2, 3, Isaiah 59:21, Jeremiah 1:9, Matthew 22:42, 43, Mark 12:36, Acts 4:24, 25, 28:25) 

The human authors of Scripture so wrote that in spite of their personalities, they were able to communicate God's plan with perfect accuracy in the language they wrote.

2. The origin of Scripture is beyond human viewpoint. (2 Peter 1:20, 21)

3. The Bible is the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:16) Therefore it is the absolute standard for believers. (Psalm 138:2) 

4. Precanon revelation from God occurred through the Holy Spirit. There was no written scripture until the time of Moses. (2 Samuel 23:2, Ezekiel 2:2, 8:3, 11:1, 24, Micah 3:8, Hebrews 3:7)

5. Four categories of Old Testament revelation:

a) The spoken word - thus saith the Lord. (Isaiah 6:9, 10, Acts 28:25)

b) Dreams. (Numbers 12:6, Genesis 15:12, 31:10-13, 31:24, Daniel 10:9) -whilst asleep.

c) Visions. (Isaiah 1:1, 6:1, 1 Kings 22:19) - whilst awake.

d) Angelic teaching. (Deuteronomy 33:2, Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19, Psalm 68:17)

6. The extent of revelation:

a) The unknown past - the Bible portrays past historical details unknown to man apart from revelation. (Genesis 1-11). The accuracy of these historical facts is guaranteed by inspiration. e.g. Creation, Noah's Flood.

b) Ancient history - whilst the Bible is not a text book of history, all historical citations are accurate.

c) Objective law - the Old Testament contains many laws for both individuals and national life. These laws express perfectly the mind of God to those people to whom they are addressed.

d) Some portions of the Bible contain direct quotations from God. The doctrine of inspiration guarantees that such quotations are properly recorded exactly as God desired.

e) God uses the emotions, trials and triumphs of certain believers to declare His grace in devotional literature like the Psalms, Song of Solomon

f) Inspiration extends to the recording of falsehoods just as they were uttered. Satan Genesis 3:4

g) Inspiration guarantees the accuracy of all recorded prophecies.

BIBLE :  INSPIRATION  FULFILLED PROPHECY PROOF OF INSPIRATION

All scripture is inspired by God (2 Peter 1:19-21) Therefore all Biblical prophecies must come true.

This is demonstrated in prophecies already fulfilled.

1. Reuben would be unstable and lose his rights as firstborn. Prophecy (Genesis 49:3-4) - Fulfilment (Numbers 26:5-11)

2. Simeon would not have land allotted in the Promised Land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:5-7) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:1-9)

3. Levi would not have land allotted in the Promised Land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:5-7) - Fulfilment (Joshua 21:4-7)

4. Judah would become the ruler over the nation of Israel. Prophecy (Genesis 49:8-12) - Fulfilment (Numbers 10:14, Joshua 15:1 Revelation 5:5)

5. Zebulun would receive an allotment of land on the coast and it would reach down to Sidon. Prophecy (Genesis 49:13) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:10-16) as well as history when they took the land to the south of their area previously allocated to Asher and their influence reached right down to Sidon.

6. Issachar would be given a fertile area between two mountains and would be a servant. Prophecy (Genesis 49:14-15) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:17-22)

7. Dan would be a full member of Israel but would lead the nation away in idolatry. Prophecy (Genesis 49:16-18) - Fulfilment (Joshua 19:40-48) and the fact that idolatry in the nation was led by this tribe. It is also of interest that his tribe is not mentioned as having any part in the 144,000 witnesses in (Revelation 7).

8. Gad would be a warrior tribe. Prophecy (Genesis 49:19) - Fulfilment (1 Chronicles 5:18-20, 12:8)

9. Asher would have a rich and fertile land. Prophecy (Genesis 49:20, Deuteronomy 33:24-25) - Fulfilment - History - Asher enjoyed a rich and fertile area together in more recent times successful oil exploration.

10. Naphtali would be quick to spread good news Prophecy (Genesis 49:21) - Fulfilment (Matthew 4:13-15) as Jesus began his ministry in Naphtali and most of the disciples who gave the good news came from that region.

11. Joseph would receive great blessing. Prophecy (Genesis 49:22-26) - Fulfilment (Deut 33:13-17)

12. Benjamin would be a ferocious group Prophecy. (Genesis 49:27) - Fulfilment (Judges 19, 20:21-47)

13. Joshua and Caleb to enter into the Promised Land after 40 years wandering. Prophecy (Numbers 14:24, 30) - Fulfilment (Joshua 3:7,17 14:6-12)

14. Sisera would be defeated by a woman. Prophecy (Judges 4:9) - Fulfilment (Judges 4:21)

15. Hophni and Phineas would die on the same day. Prophecy (1 Samuel 2:34) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 4:11)

16. The priesthood would be removed from the family of Eli. Prophecy (1 Samuel 2:27-36, 3:11-14) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 2:26-27)

17. Saul was to be the first king of Israel and would save the nation from the Philistines. Prophecy (1 Samuel 9:15-16) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 11;14)

18. Saul's kingdom would not continue. Prophecy (1 Samuel 13:14, 15:28, 24:20) - Fulfilment (2 Samuel 3:1, 5:1-3)

19. Saul to die in battle on a certain day. Prophecy (1 Samuel 28:19) - Fulfilment (1 Samuel 31:1-6)

20. Solomon to build the Temple not David. Prophecy (1 Chronicles 17:1-12) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 7:51)

21. The sword not to depart from David's house because of sin. Prophecy (2 Samuel 12:10-12) - Fulfilment (2 Samuel 13:28-29, 16:21-22)

22. The bones of Jeroboam's pagan priests to be burnt upon the false altar that Jeroboam had constructed. Prophecy (1 Kings 13:1-3) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 23:4-6)

23. Jeroboam's dynasty to be destroyed. Prophecy (1 Kings 14:10-11) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 15:27-28)

24. Ahab to be victorious over the Syrians. Prophecy (1 Kings 20:28) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 20:29-30)

25. Ahab to die in battle for killing Naboth. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:19, 22:17) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 22:37)

26. The dogs would then lick his blood from his chariot. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:19) - Fulfilment (1 Kings 22:38)

27. Jezebel to be eaten by wild dogs. Prophecy (1 Kings 21:23, 2 Kings 9:10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 9:30-37)

28. Elisha to receive a double portion of Elijah's spirit. Prophecy (2 Kings 2:9) - Fulfilment demonstrated by the fact that the Bible records that Elisha performed twice as many miracles as Elijah.

29. Naaman to recover from his leprosy. Prophecy (2 Kings 5:3,8,10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 5:14)

30. The starving inhabitants of Samaria to receive an abundance of food in twenty four hours. Prophecy (2 Kings 7:1) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 7:16-17)

31. An arrogant aide to the king to see the miracle but not to eat of the food. Prophecy (2 Kings 7:2,19) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 7:17,20)

32. Beb-Hadad, a Syrian king to recover from his sickness, but die anyway.. Prophecy (2 Kings 8:10) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 8:15)

33. Jehu to have four generations on the throne of northern kingdom. Prophecy (2 Kings 10:30) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 15:12)

34. Jehu's dynasty to then be destroyed. Prophecy (Hosea 1:4) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 15:8-12)

35. Joash to defeat the Syrians on three occasions. Prophecy (2 Kings 13:18-19) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 13:25)

36. Jehoram to suffer with a disease because of sin. Prophecy (2 Chronicles 21:15) - Fulfilment (2 Chronicles 21:18-19)

37. Amaziah to die because of his idolatry. Prophecy (2 Chronicles 25:16) - Fulfilment (2 Chronicles 25:20-27)

38. Sennacherib to be assassinated in his own land. Prophecy (Isaiah 37:7) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 37:37-38)

39. Sennacherib's attempt to invade Jerusalem not to be successful. Prophecy (Isaiah 37::33-35) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 37:36-37)

40. Hezekiah to be healed of a terminal disease. Prophecy (Isaiah 38:5) - Fulfilment (Isaiah 38:9)

41. Cyrus to allow the Jews to go back to Jerusalem. Prophecy (Isaiah 44:28) - Fulfilment (Ezra 1:1-2)

42. Zedekiah to be captured by Nebuchadnezzar. Prophecy (Jeremiah 21:7) - Fulfilment (Jeremiah 52:8-11)

43. Jehoahaz to die in Egyptian captivity and not return to Judah. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:10-12) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 23:33-34)

44. Jehoiachin to be captured by Nebuchadnezzar. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:25) - Fulfilment (2 Kings 24:15)

45. Coniah was told that no seed of his would sit on the throne of David. Prophecy (Jeremiah 22:28-30) - Fulfilment - historical. This prophecy is in apparent contradiction to the Davidic Covenant of (2 Samuel 7:8-16) where David was promised a "son" who would reign forever on his throne. This apparent contradiction is solved by the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ as Mary was descended from David via Nathan. (Luke 3:23-31)

46. Hananiah, a false prophet to die within a year. Prophecy (Jeremiah 28:15-16) - Fulfilment (Jeremiah 28:17)

47. Nebuchadnezzar to invade Egypt. Prophecy (Jeremiah 43:9-13) - Fulfilment - history

48. Nebuchadnezzar to defeat the Egyptians at Carchemish. Prophecy (Jeremiah 46) - Fulfilment - history.

49. Nebuchadnezzar to be given the mind of an animal because of pride. Prophecy (Daniel 4:19-27) - Fulfilment (Daniel 4:28-37)

50. Belshazzer to have his kingdom removed from him. Prophecy (Daniel 5:5, 25-28) - Fulfilment (Daniel 5:30)

51. Alexander the Great to establish a world empire in a very short time. Prophecy (Daniel 2:32-39, 7:6, 8:5-8, 21, 11:3) - Fulfilment - history.

52. Alexander to defeat the Persians - Prophecy (Daniel 8:5-8) - Fulfilment - history

53. Alexander to die at the height of his power and his kingdom to be divided into four parts. Prophecy (Daniel 8:8, 22, 11:4) - Fulfilment - history tells us that at the height of his power Alexander died of a fever in Babylon at the age of 33. 

After a period of some twenty years of internal struggle and fighting the eleven generals of the Greek army who had survived Alexander were reduced to four called in Scripture the four winds of heaven, Ptolemy, Seluchus, Cassander and Lysimachus.

54. Antiochus Epiphanes to persecute the Jews and desecrate their Temple. Prophecy (Daniel 8:11-25) - Fulfilment - history. The whole of (Daniel 11) represents historical prophecies of the Greek dynasties based on Ptolemy and Seluchus which lasted until the time of Julius Caesar with Cleopatra being the last Greek ruler of Egypt. [SEE Prophecy:  Prophecy and History Fulfilled]

55. Zacharias would be mute until the birth of John the Baptist. Prophecy (Luke 1:20) - Fulfilment (Luke 1:57-64)

56. John the Baptist to be the herald for the Lord Jesus Christ. Prophecy (Luke 1:76-77) - Fulfilment (Matthew 3:1-11, Luke 3:2-6)

57. Simeon to live until he had seen the Messiah. Prophecy (Luke 2:25-26) - Fulfilment (Luke 2:28-30)

58. Peter would deny Jesus Christ. Prophecy (John 13:38) - Fulfilment (John 18:24-27)

59. Peter to die as a martyr. Prophecy (John 21:18-19, 2 Peter 1 :12-14) - Fulfilment - history

60. Judas to give himself over to Satan. Prophecy (John 6:70) - Fulfilment (John 13:27)

61. Judas to betray Jesus. Prophecy (John 13:21) - Fulfilment (John 18:2-5)

62. Paul would suffer a lot for the Lord Jesus Christ. Prophecy (Acts 9:16) - Fulfilment (2 Corinthians 11:23-28, 12:7-10, Philippians 1:29-30)

63. Paul would be a minister to the Gentiles. Prophecy (Acts 9:15) - Fulfilment (Romans 11:13, Ephesians 3:1)

64. Paul would preach before kings. Prophecy (Acts 9:15) - Fulfilment (Acts 24-26)

65. Paul would go to Rome. Prophecy (Acts 23:11) - Fulfilment (Acts 28:16)

CONCLUSION FOR THE UNSAVED

What does the philosophy of Solomon say to people who are not saved?  Solomon guarantees that if a person thinks through very carefully about what he has shown about worldly life and values, they will come to the same conclusion.  It may take them some time, but the conclusion will be the same.  Eating and drinking to enjoy the moment is all they can expect out of life.  

This conclusion applies to people who bet that the Bible is a collection of fairy tales, or is a fraud, or is just another book written by men and therefore has errors so cannot be taken seriously.  The only option left to them is to get pleasure for the moment.

Guess what?  Is not this the conclusion that many people have come to today?  This is the advice people have given me.  They say there is no life after death.  There is no God.  There is no Heaven or Hell.  So just live for the moment and enjoy it.  This is how we see people living right now.  They are living a lifestyle consistent with their belief system.  To them God’s moral standards mean nothing because they have decided there is no life after the grave.  

At least the unsaved are consistent.  The reason they have rejected Bible believing Christianity is because they have met too many Christians who profess to believe in God, who profess to know the Bible but whose lives are indistinguishable from unbelievers, and when asked to defend their faith, they can’t.  They appear as naïve fools.

Either the Bible is true and we live in accordance with it, or it’s not true and we live according to that other belief which is to enjoy the moment.  These are the only two conclusions.

If you are an unbeliever carefully consider the findings of Solomon.  Are you willing to gamble with eternity?  Are you assuming that you have more knowledge and facts than God?  You would have to if you deny His existence. 

What does the Bible teach about the eternal fate of people who choose to reject God and the provision of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to pay for their sins?  The answer is they are condemned forever in Hell.  Are you willing to gamble with God about where you will spend eternity?

HELL AND HADES

1. HELL is from the Greek GEHENNA. This was a place where children were burned as offerings to Molech. (2 Chronicles 33:6, Jeremiah 7:31). Molech was a huge idol with outstretched paws on which the children were tied prior to being burnt to death.

2. HELL is the same as the Lake of Fire where the lost spend eternity. (Revelation 19:20, 20:10)

3. Hades (Gk) in the New Testament is often translated HELL. SHEOL (Heb) is the Old Testament equivalent. Hades and Sheol are in the centre of the earth, cf. Saul, Samuel (from Paradise or Abraham's Bosom) and the Witch of Endor. (1 Samuel 28:7-19) Hades or Sheol is the place of the souls and spirits of people who died while awaiting the resurrection. Hades is also the place of imprisonment of a certain group of angels - TARTARUS.

4. HADES is divided into three sections, one section being divided from the other two by a "Great Gulf' Fixed". (Luke 16:19-31)

It should be noted that the story of Lazarus is a true story, and not a parable, because it mentions proper names (Lazarus) and a geographical location - Hades.)

a) Abraham's Bosom or Paradise - The abode of the saved until the ascension of Jesus Christ. The Lord said to the repentant thief - "This day shall thou be with me in Paradise. (Luke 23:43)

b) Torments - The abode of the unsaved, reserved until the last judgment at the end of the millennium. This is a place of great sorrow and suffering. (Revelation 20:13)

c) Tartarus - The prison of fallen angels who kept not their first estate. These are fallen angels from Genesis 6. This is a place of imprisonment (2 Peter 2:4)

5. Since the ascension of Christ - Paradise has been empty, with the saved being transferred to the Third Heaven. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4, Ephesians 4:7-10)

6. Those who die now as believers go directly to the Third Heaven ("at home with the Lord"), with soul and spirit but no resurrection body. (2 Corinthians 5:8)

7. Those in Hades (Torments) will be brought before the Great White Throne after which they will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:13-15). This is the Last Judgment.

8. Hades is in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40; 1 Samuel 28:7-15)

9. There are no degrees of punishment in the Lake of Fire.

a) Degrees of punishment tend to deny the literal lake of fire. Nothing to indicate the temperature of the lake of fire is not constant.

b) Degrees of punishment is contrary to the doctrine of unlimited atonement. Christ died for every sin that has ever been committed. Man is not judged on the basis of his sins but human good. (Revelation 20:11-15)

c) Degrees of punishment destroys the principle of salvation. Its concept is that one rejecter of grace gets less fire than another rejecter of grace. The unsaved are unsaved because they reject grace.

d) Degrees of punishment is based on the theory that for a thesis there is an antithesis and when they come together you have synthesis (the Hegelian fallacy).

e) False concept:- One person commits a bad sin, one person performs a marvellous good work. Obviously there must be different degrees of punishment in eternity.

Compare this to the future that God promises to believers.  Now is the time to choose.  Tomorrow is not guaranteed to come.

If you are a believer start living like one.  Learn Bible doctrine and start applying it.  Gain wisdom, that is, spiritual skill at living.  Be ready to defend your faith according to the commands of scripture:

(Hosea 4:6; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16,17; 4:2-5.)

Hos 4:6  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 

2Ti 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

2Ti 3:16  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

2Ti 3:17  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

2Ti 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

2Ti 4:4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

2Ti 4:5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

GOSPEL OF SALVATION

1. Gospel means "good news" - there are four gospels are found in the New Testament.

2. Gospel of the Kingdom.

a) Preached by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1, 2) the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:23) and his disciples (Matthew l0:7) Thy Kingdom come (Matthew 6:10).

b) It consists of the setting up on earth of Christ's 1,000 year Kingdom thus fulfilling the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:16)

c) There will be another preaching of the gospel by the Jewish remnant in the days of the Great Tribulation before the 2nd Advent. (Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7) After the 2nd Advent the 1,000 year reign commences. (Revelation 20:1-6)

3. Gospel of Grace - the gospel of personal salvation by grace through faith. This gospel appears under many names and is the means of salvation throughout the history of mankind.

a) Gospel of God (Romans 1:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:2)

b) Gospel of Christ - (Mark 1:1, Romans 1:16)

c) Gospel of the Grace of God - (Acts 20:24)

d) Gospel of Peace - (Ephesians 6:15)

e) Gospel of your salvation - (Ephesians 1:13)

f) Glorious Gospel - (2 Corinthians 4:4)

4. The Everlasting Gospel - (Revelation 14:6) -the good news is everlasting. This gospel will be preached on earth just before Christ's return in glory. (Matthew 25:31, 32). This gospel is the means of salvation to countless thousands both Jews and Gentiles. (Revelation 7:9-14)

5. Paul's "My Gospel" - (Romans 2:16)  This is the same gospel of salvation by grace through faith but includes the mystery doctrines of the church age not previously revealed. The gospel in the Old Testament was revealed by the Tabernacle, Feasts, Levitical Offerings etc.

6. "Another Gospel" which is not another (Galatians 1:6, 7, 2 Corinthians 11:4) This is a perversion of the Gospel of Christ (Galatians 1:8, 9) The curse is proclaimed on any who preach it.  There have been many perversions - legalism in Galatia, angel worship in Colossae (Colossians 2:18) among others.

SALVATION:  SIN – MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION

1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God. (Romans 3:9-10)

4. The sin of Adam

a) Sin entered the world with Adam. (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12)

b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)

i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)

ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)

iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14)

c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12)

d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1)

5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22)

6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins

7. Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 6:16-19)

iii) Can result in the sin unto death. (Psalm 12:3)

iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue. (Matthew 5:11-12)

v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue. (Psalm 52:2)

c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.   The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God. (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5)

d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

e) Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)

g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples John 13:10

a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross. (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1 John 1:9)

10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)

b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)

c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)

d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)

e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)

f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)

12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples

a) The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

e) Ananias and Sapphire (Acts 5:1 -11)

13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are: wilful sin  Hebrews 10:26-31, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  Matthew  12:31,  resisting the Holy Spirit  Acts 7:51,  insulting the Holy Spirit  Hebrews 10:29

14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14)

15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13).

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL LIFE

1. DEFINITION: Life belonging to the ages (Greek word aionios). This is the life of the believer who had a beginning in time but whose life will continue through the other side of death into the infinite future.

2. Mankind were created for eternity. God's purpose was to create a being to enjoy fellowship with forever. 2 Peter 3: 9.

3. The issue for entry into eternal life is faith in Christ. The choice for man is clearly stated in John 3:36, 5:24, Acts 13:46,  Galatians 6:8,  Matthew 25:6.

4. Those who are serious about life and concerned about death ask about it. Matthew 13:40-43, 19:16, Mark 10:17, Luke 10:25, 18:18.

5.  The Lord's words provide the answer to the questions about eternal life. John 6:68, Romans 5:20, 21, Romans 6:22, 23.

It is the Lord who gives eternal life, John 5:39, 40, 12:50.

6. The Lord gives eternal life to those who believe on him, John 10:28, 17:2,

The door to fellowship and all that goes with it is opened by faith in him as Saviour. John 3:15,16, Acts 13:48, John 6:40, 47.

“To Eat His Flesh and Drink His Blood” is graphic language to picture his work and our need to appropriate it for ourselves. John 6:54, 4:14.

7. While it may only be fully known in heaven the believer may grasp a glimpse of eternal life here and now by way of anticipation and relationship. Knowing God is a glimpse of eternal life now, John 17:3, and fellowship with him is the joy of every believer now and forever. 1 John 1:1-4, 5:10-12, 20, 1 Timothy 6:12, 19.

8. Eternal life is received in full at the resurrection/rapture when we all receive our new bodies from the Lord. Rewards are received then to enjoy with the Lord forever. We are all urged to live each day with the eternal life perspective in mind, thinking of our place with the Lord forever. Matthew 19:29, 30, Mark 10:29-31, John 12:25, John 4:36, Romans 2:6,7.

9. Eternal Life is the believers hope, associated with the Rapture and Resurrection, and should be on our mind through each day, as it sets us apart from the unbelievers who have no such hope. Philippians 3:20, 21, Titus 1:2, 2:13, 3:7, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 4:13,  1 Peter 1:3,

10. The assurance of eternal life is grounded in the promise of God given through Christ. 1 John 2:24,25, 1 John 5:13-15.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

ETERNITY FUTURE

In eternity future:

1. God reveals to us exceeding riches of His grace (Ephesians 2:7).

2. God brings many sons into glory (Hebrews 2:10).

3. Believers enjoy an inheritance (1 Peter 1:4).

4. It is God's purpose for the church to know the manifold wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10).

5. All former things pass away. There will be no more death, sorrow, pain, crying, sea, night or sun. (Revelation 21:1-5,23)

6. The curse will be lifted (Revelation 22:3).

7. All things in heaven and earth will be gathered in Him (Ephesians 1:10).

8. The present creation will be forgotten (Isaiah 65:17).

9. A river of water of life will run (Revelation 22:1).

10. The tree of life will be seen again (Revelation 22:2).

11. The Son of God will rule eternally (Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14).

12. He will still be subject to the Father (John 10:29; 1 Corinthians 15:28).

13. The lake of fire will continue forever (Isaiah 66:24; Revelation 14:11).

-END OF CHAPTER 2-
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