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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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THE PSALMS OF DAVID

INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR:

David was the youngest son of Jesse and ruled Israel from B.C. 1052 - 1012.  He was a skilled musician even as a young man (1Samuel 16:18-23), and as is seen in 1Chronicles 16:7 and 2Samuel 23:1, continued writing psalms through to the end of his life.  The first forty-one psalms are all attributed to David with a number of others scattered throughout the remainder of the book.

THE BOOK:

The word psalms (mizmor), means instrumental music, but by implication is a poem set to notes.  Hebrew poetry is not based on rhyme, as is Western poetry, although there are cases where it exists; it is more in harmony to Western prose but has the difference in its animation.  Western prose has a more tranquil quality, whereas the poetry of the Old Testament is very much centred on the LORD and his dealings with his people, allowing for intensity of response from his people.  

The Psalms are mostly lyrical poetry, that is, poetry that has been adapted to music and accompanied by musical instruments.  The phrase “lyric poetry” is frequently applied to poetry which “directly expresses the individual emotions of the poet” (Webster).  Modern day hymns could be classed as psalms, but often their sense becomes nonsense because of the domination of emotion over doctrinal truth.  

Of the Psalms however, Barnes writes, “Lyric poetry is, for the most part, an expression of deep feeling, and has its foundation in feeling or emotion. It is not so much the fruit of the understanding as of the heart; not so much the creation of the imagination as the utterance of deep personal emotion. It embraces in its design and nature all kinds of feeling, and may be joyous, pensive, desponding, triumphant, according to the feelings of the author, or to the occasion; for all these utterances may be sung, or may be set to music, the varying tones of music being adapted to express them all."

He goes on to say that in the 150 Psalms we find the full range of individual and varied emotions “the varied feelings of trouble, anguish, fear, hope, joy, trust, thankfulness, devotion to God, penitence for sin, and the exultation of forgiveness”.  

It is in the Psalms that we see the hearts of Godly men “moved” and “finding vent” for their feelings, in words “adapted to the melody of the lyre, or the musical tones of the voice”.  “These feelings are expressed in a great variety of modes or forms, and the music was intended, doubtless, to be in accordance with these varied feelings. The Psalms, therefore, comprise compositions of the following classes or orders:

(1) Hymns in which the praise of God is the principal and leading object:

a) in general, God is praised as the God of nature and of men: Psalm 8:1-9; Psalm 104; Psalm 145;

b) as the God of nature and of the Hebrew people: Psalm 19:1-14; Psalm 29:1-11; Psalm 33; Psalm 65:1-13; Psalm 93:1-5; Psalm 135; Psalm 136; Psalm 147;

c) as uniquely the God of the Hebrew people: Psalm 47:1-9; Psalm 66; Psalm 67:1-7; Psalm 75:1-10;

d) as the helper and deliverer of his people: Psalm 46:1-11; Psalm 48:1-14; Psalm 75:1-10; Psalm 76:1-12; Psalm 18; Psalm 30:1-12; Psalm 138:1-8.

(2) Psalms pertaining to the Hebrew nation; to its history; to the Divine interposition in its behalf; and to its relation to Yahweh: Psalm 78; Psalm 105; Psalm 106; Psalm 114:1-8.

(3) Temple psalms, or songs of Zion: Psalm 5:1-12; Psalm 15:1-5; Psalm 24:1-10; Psalm 87:1-7; Psalm 132.

(4) Psalms in relation to trial, calamity, distress, whether of individuals or of the nation. These abound: Psalm 7; Psalm 22; Psalm 55; Psalm 56:1-13; Psalm 109; Psalm 44; Psalm 74; Psalm 79:1-13; Psalm 80; Psalm 137:1-9; Psalm 69; Psalm 77; Psalm 102; Psalm 10; Psalm 12:1-8; Psalm 14:1-7; Psalm 36:1-12; and many others.

(5) Religious and moral psalms: Psalm 90; Psalm 139; Psalm 23:1-6; Psalm 91; Psalm 121:1-8; Psalm 127:1-5; Psalm 128:1-6; Psalm 42:1-11; Psalm 43:1-5; Psalm 101:1-8; Psalm 131:1-3; Psalm 1:1-6; Psalm 133:1-3; Psalm 119.  Refer Barnes.

David was a man of emotion and intense feeling, and his first hand experience of the graciousness and forgiveness of the Almighty God inspired him to express, in his psalms, his thanksgiving and wonder. The intensity of expression is seen in modified repetition, where the same thought is repeated in different ways.  A study of Hebrew poetry shows this form of parallelism to be a distinctive quality.  

In Section 5 of his introduction to the Book of Job, Barnes, writing comprehensively on Hebrew Poetry states, “The grand uniqueness of the Hebrew poetry, however, is the parallelism. This form of composition, which seems to us to be artificial in a high degree, consists in the repetition of the main thought usually with some modification…” The Psalms of David, being poetry, and the work of a man who wishes to fully express his wonder, uses this form extensively.  

Psalm 1:1, “Blessed is the man that: walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly ---- nor standeth in the way of sinners ---- nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.”
Psalm 13:1  “How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? ---- how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?”

Psalm 24:1  “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof ---- the world, and they that dwell therein.”

The Holman Bible Dictionary in its item on ‘Poetry’ says, “Hebrew poetry has three primary characteristics—parallelism, meter, and the grouping of lines into larger units called stanzas.”

It goes on to say, ”The principal feature of Hebrew poetry is parallelism.  In parallelism, two or three short lines stand in relationships to one another in one of three ways: synonymous, antithetic, or synthetic.

Synonymous parallelism is where successive lines express an identical or nearly identical thought:  As in Psalm 49:3 “My mouth shall speak of wisdom; ---- and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.” 

Antithetic parallelism has successive lines expressing opposing thoughts, as in Psalm 37:21. “The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: ---- but the righteous showeth mercy, and giveth.”

Synthetic parallelism shows succeeding lines displaying little or no repetition but a continuity of thought or events, as in Psalm 133:1 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
Synthetic parallel lines may also list characteristics of a person or thing, or simply modify a common theme.”

ITS COMPILATION:

The collection of many psalms into the Book of Psalms is attributed to Ezra, the most likely of several opinions.  If this is the case then the collected works were formed about B.C. 450.  There is internal evidence that this collection was made up of several smaller collections from different unknown cataloguers.

Barnes tells us that the Hebrew text has five smaller collections “sufficiently marked in their character, and so indicated at the close of each as to make it every way probable that these may have been “published,” so to speak, in the form of different books…” The Greek translation of the Old Testament (The Septuagint), he says, has retained these smaller collections “a fact which proves that it existed as early as the year 200 B.C.”
These sections are distinct in their groupings and show a preference, or plan on the part of the original compilers.  Such a plan is seen in the first forty-one Psalms.  Though they do not include all of the psalms written by David, it is very probable that all that are included, even those few unassigned to anyone, are psalms of David and compiled by someone who ‘liked’ his psalms.  Other sections include various authors as well as David, and some of miscellaneous writers.  It is an interesting study in itself and one recommended to the serious student of the Word.  The first 41 psalms are attributed to David and end with the words “Amen, and Amen” as though in conclusion.  

The second ‘book’ ends with “The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended” Psalm 72:20.

See Barnes SECTION 3. “THE FORMATION OF THE COLLECTION AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE BOOK OF PSALM.” 

VERIFIED AS SCRIPTURE:

The Lord Jesus Christ quoted from the Psalms in Luke 20:42, using them as Scripture to prove that Christ (refer to note below), though a son of David was also David’s LORD.  In Luke 24:44, he showed that the things he had accomplished were prophesied in the writings of Moses, of the prophets and in the psalms.  

He encapsulates those things in Luke 24:46-47: “…Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ (Messiah) to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

Note:  The title Christ is a transliteration of the Greek (Christos); anointed, that is, the Messiah, an epithet of Jesus.  It is the Greek equivalent to the Hebrew Messiah (mashiyach); anointed; usually a consecrated person (as a king, priest, or saint); specifically the Messiah — anointed, Messiah.

Peter quoted from Psalms 69:25-26; 109:8 in his address to the brethren when they gathered to elect a replacement for Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:20) and in Acts 13:33-35 Paul uses the Psalms to prove the Old Testament rationale to the resurrection of Christ Jesus. 

MESSIANIC PSALMS:

Some of the Psalms are clearly Messianic or have portions that are so.  Psalms 22 and 69 speak of the crucifixion of the LORD’S anointed (Messiah/Christ), and Psalm 110 of his priesthood.  Psalms 2, 45 and 72 speak of the sovereignty of the LORD’S anointed, and Psalm 132:11-18, of the everlasting prosperity of the LORD’S anointed, both to be fulfilled at Christ’s Second Advent. 

DOCTRINE

CHRIST:  FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

1. Old Testament saints had difficulty in distinguishing between the two advents of Christ. (1 Peter 1:10,11)

2. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. (Isaiah 53:7)

3. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as the conquering King and Lion of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 11:1-12)

4. Jesus commenced his ministry announcing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17) This connects the first and second advents.

5. Old Testament Prophecy showed that the Messiah would:-

a) be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)

b) be of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10)

c) be of the house of David (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 33:21)

d) die as a sacrifice (Isaiah 53:1-12)

e) be crucified (Psalm 22:1-21)

f) be resurrected from the dead (Psalm 16:8-11)

g) return to earth at his Second Advent (Zechariah 8:3)

h) be seated at the right hand of God (Psalm 110:1).

6. It should be noted that the return of Christ for the Church (the Rapture) as given in (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) was not revealed in the Old Testament - it is a mystery doctrine of the Church (Colossians 3:4-6).

7. The day of the Second Advent is characterised by supernatural darkness

a) When Christ returns every eye shall see him (Matthew 24:29-30) Christ is the light of the world and he will return to a world covered in darkness (symbolic of sin).

b) The darkness is similar to the darkness of the day of our Lord's crucifixion which hid the Lord Jesus Christ from man's sight whilst he was bearing our sins. (Mark 15:33)

c) The Second Advent delivers the Jewish believers besieged in Jerusalem by the King of the North. (Daniel 11, Zechariah 12:1-3, 14:1-4)

d) Other passages indicating that the day of the Second Advent is a day of total darkness on the earth. (Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10-11, Joel 3:14-15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29-30, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12-17)

8. Heralds of the Two Advents of Christ

A herald is a person who preceded' a King in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15)

b) Second Advent

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10)

Psalm 21

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

This Psalm would seem to be praise and thanksgiving for the LORD’S answers to the prayers of Psalm 20.

Phrases from the first two verses (separated from those that follow by the musical notation Selah (suspension or pause)), when read with this in mind, make it fairly obvious that it is the case.  Thy strength… thy salvation… given him his hearts desire… request of his lips, all correspond to Psalm 20 in its request for strength in vs.2, salvation in vs.5, according to thine own heart and fulfil all thy counsel in vs.4.

If, as here assumed, David wrote Psalm 20 as a liturgy for the congregation of Israel, this song of praise for answered prayer, even though written in the third person, is almost certainly written by David.  It would seem logical for him to do so on behalf of his people.

Psalm 21:1-2  

“The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice! Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not withheld the request of his lips. Selah.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

King

melek

meh'-lek

a king: - king, royal

Joy

samach

saw-makh'
to rejoice, be glad

Strength

oz 

oze

boldness, loud, might, power, strength, strong

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Salvation
yeshuah

yesh-oo'-aw
salvation, deliverance, welfare, prosperity

Greatly

meod

meh-ode'
exceedingly, much; might, force, abundance

Rejoice

giyl  

gheel

to rejoice, exult, be glad

Given

nathan

naw-than'
to put, set, put on, put upon, set, appoint, assign, designate

Heart

leb

labe

inner man, mind, will, heart, understanding

Desire

taavah

tah-av-aw'
desire, wish, longings of one’s heart

Withheld

mana

maw-nah'
to withhold, hold back, keep back, refrain, deny

Request

aresheth

ar-eh'-sheth
desire, request

Lips

saphah

saw-faw'

lip, language, speech, shore, bank, brink, brim,

The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD: In writing this on behalf of the people, David can put into words the joy that he personally felt in the strength oz, the might, power; strength of the LORD.  There is great joy and security in knowing that the one who has control over creation is the one who works all things together for the good of his people, those who love him and are called according to his purpose (Isaiah 63:11-13; Jeremiah 27:5, 32:17; Romans 8:28, 38-39).

In thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice:  In the first phrase we see the security inherent in knowing the LORD, a security founded on the unchanging character of the one who is Almighty God and a Father to his children; here the Psalmist’s exultation is in the salvation yeshuah, the deliverance and prosperity that the LORD has given him.  

David would have been referring to the securing of his Kingdom and the relative peace and material blessings that that deliverance (salvation) has brought to his people.  Such prosperity however, may or may not come to all believers in Messiah/Christ, but there is a deeper deliverance to be had in life and that is from the power of enslaving sin.  This is not saying the believer will no longer have his/her lusts, but it is deliverance from their enslaving power; from enslavement to the lusts and passions of the flesh, from the lust for material wealth, and from approbation lust (the desire for the approval, the esteem and the good opinion of the world).  If we are free from these lusts, then we are free indeed (John 8:36).

His hearts desire… the request of his lips:  It is obvious from this that David’s desire had been for such deliverance and that he had been in constant prayer regarding it.  Here he makes an observation from historic fact, which in Psalm 37:4 becomes the doctrinal statement, “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart”.  David’s experience has become a statement of doctrine, a promise from God, available for believers of every age.     

DOCTRINE

PROMISES
1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable - A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 20th Century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. THERE ARE ABOUT 7,000 PROMISES THAT DEAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem, and us, not to fall into the same traps as the Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely (Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger (Psalm 23:4)

Psalm 21:3-4  

“For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness: thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head.  He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of days forever and ever.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Prevent 

qadam

kaw-dam'
to project (one self), that is, precede; to anticipate, hasten, meet

Blessings
berakah 

ber-aw-kaw'
benediction, by implication prosperity: - blessing, liberal, present

Goodness
tob

tobe

good, pleasant, agreeable

Set

shiyth

sheeth

to place: - apply, appoint, array

Crown

atarah

at-aw-raw'
crown, wreath

Head

paz

pawz

refined or pure gold

Asked

sha'al  

shaw-al'

to ask, enquire, borrow, beg

Life

chay

khah'ee

living, alive



Gave

nathan

naw-than'
add, apply, appoint, ascribe, assign, bestow

Length

orek

o'-rek

length, long

Day 

yom

yome

to be hot; a day (as the warm hours)

Forever

olam  

o-lawm'

concealed, that is, the vanishing point; generally time out of mind

Ever

ad

ad

perpetuity; for ever, continuing future

Thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness:  In our day, the word ‘prevent’ is used in the sense, ‘to hinder, stop, or intercept’.  This is not the original meaning of the English word; and it is never used in this sense in the KJV of the Bible.  The old English word meant to ‘go before’, to ‘anticipate’, and this is the meaning of the Hebrew qadam.  Compare Psalm 59:10; Psalm 79:8; Psalm 88:13; Psalm 95:2; Psalm 119:147-148; Amos 9:10.   Barnes continues, “God had “anticipated” him, or his desires. He had gone before him. He had designed the blessing even before it was asked.”
The blessings were tob; good, pleasant, agreeable and were appropriate to the salvation, the deliverance, aid, victory, prosperity of vs.1.

He asked life of thee:  In times of danger this is a legitimate prayer and one that David would surely have prayed before going into any battle.  Such a prayer is seen in the vs.9 of Psalm 20 where the Psalmist writes, “Save… yasha‛, defend, deliver, help, preserve, rescue… LORD”.  As we have seen, this psalm is probably a culmination to Psalm 20 and as such is one of thanksgiving for the LORD’S answer to those prayers.  

Thou gavest him length of days forever and ever:  David lived a full and prosperous life yet he died; he went the way “of all the earth” (1 Kings 2:2).  However, his understanding of life beyond the grave, as seen in Psalm 16:9-11 (see notes on this passage in EBCWA Book # 49–2 Psalms 9–16), would have given him such a sense of assurance regarding eternity as to allow him to think in terms of forever and ever.  Forever is the Hebrew olam meaning ‘time beyond comprehension’ and when it is coupled with ever ad meaning perpetuity or a continuing future it depicts eternity.

Those who have been ‘born again’ and who believe the promises of God can also have this same assurance, for death is not a cessation of being but, for God’s people, is the transition from this painful earthly existence into the heavenly abode of “no more tears and no more sorrow no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 

DOCTRINE

HOPE
1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13 )

Psa 21:5-7  

“His glory is great in thy salvation: honor and majesty hast thou laid upon him. For thou hast made him most blessed forever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy countenance.  For the king trusteth in the LORD, and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be moved.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Glory

kabod  

kaw-bode'
glory, honour, glorious, abundance

Great

gadol  

gaw-dole'
great, large, important

Salvation
yeshuah

yesh-oo'-aw
deliverance; hence aid, victory, prosperity

Honor

hod

hode

splendour, majesty, vigour

Majesty

hadar

haw-dawr'
glorious, glory, goodly, honour, majesty

Laid


shavah

shaw-vaw'
to agree with, be or become like, level, resemble

Made

shiyth

sheeth

to constitute, make, make like, perform

Blessed

berakah

ber-aw-kaw'
benediction; blessing, present

Forever

ad

ad

perpetuity, forever, continuing future

Exceeding glad
chadah + simchah   khaw-daw' + sim-khaw'
  to rejoice: - make glad + joy, mirth, gladness

Countenance
paniym

paw-neem'
face, faces, presence, person

Trust

batach

baw-takh'
trust in, to have confidence

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Mercy

chesed

kheh'-sed
goodness, kindness, faithfulness

Most High
elyon

el-yone'

elevation, (adjectively) lofty; as title, the Supreme

Not be moved
bal + moṭ
bal + mote'
not at all
 + to waver or slip

His (the king’s) glory is great in thy salvation:  David acknowledges that all his glory kabod, the honour and abundance that is his, is gadol great, large and important only because of thy (the LORD’S) salvation.  With salvation yeshuah meaning deliverance, aid, victory and prosperity, David is stating the obvious.  Without the LORD’S deliverance, aid, victory and prosperity he would have nothing and what he had would be of little value. 

Barnes likens David’s glory to the Christian’s salvation: “Every child of God, in like manner, has great glory conferred upon him, and his ‘glory’ will be great forever; but it is not in himself, or in virtue of anything that he has done. It is ‘great’ in the ‘salvation’ of God”.
Honor and majesty hast thou laid upon him:  David has received splendour and glory; they have been laid shavah upon him.  This is not something as casual as the laying down of a blanket, as is the sense of the English word, but shavah means to agree with to such an extent that it becomes like, is part of the recipient.  This honor and majesty is a gift that becomes the property of the recipient. 

Made him most blessed forever:  In like manner to the gift of honor and majesty, thou (the LORD) hast made shiyth, set or fixed David into a position of ‘forever blessings’.   As a man David was ‘set in position’ of personal honor and majesty by means of the LORD’S salvation and would enjoy God’s blessings on into eternity, but as the ‘Anointed of God’, he was ‘set in place to be a blessing’ to God’s people.  When viewed in relation to the Davidic kingdom (that eternal kingdom promised to him by God: see 2 Samuel 7:11-13; Psalm 132:11; Jeremiah 33:15-17), the word forever ad, meaning perpetuity, a continuing future, takes on special significance in its application to the Messiah/Christ who would be a blessing to all the world (Luke 2:30-32; Acts 2:30; Galatians 3:14; Ephesians 1:20-23). 

The Psalmist uses chadah simchah to express his emotions when confronted with the LORD’S countenance.  To rejoice with joy, to make glad with gladness is well translated exceeding glad by the KJV and such a response should be that of all believers who, through the knowledge of Christ Jesus, have seen God (John 12:45; John 14:9; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3).  David saw God in the outworking of his promises and through faith in future promises.  We see God in Christ, the fulfilment of all God’s promises whether discharged or still to be accomplished.      

In vs.7 we see the foundation for all that God has given David; the great glory, the honor and majesty, the forever blessings and the exceeding joy are David’s because he has trusted in Jehovah.  

All spiritual blessings are gained through trust in God, for as it is written, “without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).   This passage from Hebrews tells us that to receive God’s blessing one must not only believe in his existence, but to trust in him, to have a living active faith as David had, a faith which was the result of diligent search (Psalm 1:2).  Seek ekzeteo is to seek out, to search for, to investigate, to scrutinise, and necessitates searching the scriptures, for it is in the scriptures where we will find God (Deuteronomy 11:18-20; Deuteronomy 17:18-19; John 5:39; 2 Timothy 3:14-17).

The mercy of the most High… he shall not be moved:  It is because of chesed, the goodness, kindness and faithfulness of God that believers will not waver or slip.  This last is not referring to those occasions of sin and ‘backsliding’, but to our life that is hid with Christ in God and will be established when we appear with Christ in glory (Colossians 3:3-4).  The mercy of the most High is fully revealed in the resurrected Christ, for those who come to God by him are saved to the ‘uttermost’ “seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them”  (Hebrews 7:25).

As has been noted before, David had a good if not complete understanding of resurrection, and as resurrection logically stands as the fulfillment of the believer’s redemption (redemption from sin and death), it must be the final and complete act in the great drama of salvation (Romans 8:23), a salvation revealed in the structure and operation of the Tabernacle.  Unbelievers will also be resurrected but to them it will be to everlasting damnation.

DOCTRINE   

TABERNACLE
1. The Tabernacle was set up as the basic system of worship in Israel and was a part of the spiritual code of the Mosaic Law portraying the person of Christ, the unique High Priest, the unique person, the unique Saviour.

a) The tabernacle also speaks of the human body in a tent or temporary storage place for the soul.

b) The tabernacle also portrays God's dwelling place and portrays God's dwelling with man in grace.

c) The tabernacle is also the place where man meets God and as the tabernacle represents the Lord Jesus Christ this shows that God meets people at the cross.

d) Only the priest was able to enter the tabernacle and only the believer today has fellowship with God.

e) The tabernacle was given in fine detail and shows that God plans things down to the finest detail.

f) The tabernacle was divided into two parts - the outer area which represented the earth and the inner which represented God's domain.

g) The inner area was divided into two, the holy place in which the Levitical priests functioned, the Holy of Holies in which the high priest functioned once a year.  The holy place represents heaven, the Holy of Holies representing the throne room of God where our High Priest Jesus Christ constantly intercedes for us.

2. The Tabernacle was located in the centre of the camp.  All around the tabernacle were the tribes of Israel, three to each cardinal compass point.

Principle:  Everybody starts on the outside, only those who enter the tabernacle (i.e. are born again) have fellowship with God.

3. The specifications which start in Exodus 25 commence with the Holy of Holies.  This is to show that salvation starts with God and not man.  All blessing comes from God.

4. The tabernacle is a perfect rectangle 100 cubits by 50 cubits, 175 feet long, 871/2 feet wide and 8'9" high.  It was always that way and never changed - God is unchangeable (Exodus 27:9-15).

5. The side of the tabernacle was supported by 60 brass pillars on the outer court, 60 brass sockets.  Brass judgment, Pillars - cross.  On the top of the pillars was a silver chapter.  Silver - redemption.  Twenty on the north and south side and 10 on the east and west sides (Exodus 27:9-15).

6. The outside of the tabernacle was of fine white linen - representing the righteousness of God (Exodus 27:9).

7. There was one door into the tabernacle - there is only one way to God - through Christ. 

The door was blue in colour and 35' wide. Once you had passed through the door you were inside the tabernacle representing imputed righteousness.  The large width meant that all could pass through, the material was very fine showing that minimal faith was needed to enter in (i.e. weak people could push the material aside). 

There were four layers of material.  In order they were blue, purple, scarlet, white:- 

blue - deity of Christ, 

purple - Kingship of Christ, 

red - redemptive work of Christ, 

white - total righteousness of Christ. Thus by the time you had fully passed through the door the white righteousness of Christ encompassed you completely (Exodus 26:36).

8. The pillars supporting the doors were of acacia wood overlaid with gold - the unique person of Christ.  5 pillars:  5 = grace, gold - deity,  wood - humanity (Exodus 26:37).

9. The floor of the tabernacle weighed 6 1/2 tonne.

10. The roof had four layers: (Exodus 26:1-14)

a) Outer:  Badger skin - Humanity,  Ram's wool dyed red - Redemption,  White Goat's hair - Sinlessness

b) Inner:  Fine linen - Righteousness

11. There were seven articles of furniture in the tabernacle:

a) The brazen altar outside the door

b) The brazen laver near the door

c) The table of shewbread

d) The golden lamp stand

e) The golden altar near the veil

f) The mercy seat

g) The ark of the covenant.

The veil was between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies; the golden altar was associated with the Holy of Holies.

12. THE BRAZEN ALTAR (Exodus 27:1-8)

This was situated adjacent to the entrance into the tabernacle.  Brass represents judgment.  You could not enter into the Holy Place unless you had sacrificed on the brazen altar.  Fire burnt the sacrifice. Fire judgment.

Application:  You cannot enter the plan of God unless you have trusted in Christ at the cross.

13. THE BRAZEN LAVER (Exodus 30:17-21)

The brass bowl filled with water. This was also situated outside the tabernacle. Prior to entering the tabernacle the priest washed his hands representing confession of sin. Brass - sins judged on the cross. Water - cleansing.

Application:  Before we can have fellowship with God we have to confess our sins.  In the Church Age we are all priests, we have to confess our sins before we fellowship. Our brazen laver is 1 John 1:9

14. TABLE OF SHEWBREAD (Exodus 25:23-30)

This was in the Holy Place, constructed of acacia wood overlaid with gold.  Laying on top of the table was the shewbread, 12 loaves, one for each of the tribes except Levi.  The loaves were made of fine flour without leaven baked with frankincense and baked in fire. Bread - fellowship, Fine flour - righteousness of Christ.  No leaven - no sin.  Frankincense - propitiation. Fire - judgment. The priests ate the loaves after they had been exhibited for 1 week.  Eating represents intake of Bible doctrine.  Each loaf was placed under a crown showing the Lord Jesus Christ is the King of Israel.  No leper priest allowed to eat, neither a stranger.

15. THE GOLD CANDLESTICK (Exodus 25:31-40)

This was also in the Holy Place constructed of gold - the candlestick represents Christ as the light of the world.  There were seven candlesticks with a central stick, the other six branching off the central stick, three on either side.  Six is man's number, seven is God's number - the perfect number.

Analogy - Man is made perfect in Christ.

The candlestick was the only light in the Holy Place. The fuel in the candlestick was oil.  Oil represents the Holy Spirit.  Oil in the centre stick represents Christ being empowered and relying on the Holy Spirit during his incarnation.  Oil in the other lamps shows the Christian way of life walking in the Spirit (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23).  The six candlesticks branching off the central stick represents the Christian in union with Christ and fellowship between Christians.

The candlestick weighed 48 lbs. (21 kg) and was beaten out of one piece of gold.  It was very valuable and shows the preciousness of Christ.  The candlestick was fashioned by beating and represents Christ suffering for the sins of the world. On the top of the centre candlestick they had knops or pomegranates representing the eternal life and perfection of Christ. There were also almond buds opening up representing Christ being the fount of all life.

Flowers occurred on all seven candlesticks.  The flowers represent the beauty of the character of Christ which we produce when we are filled with the Spirit.  Each lamp had a wick which drew the oil up through the lamps.  The wick has to be soaked in oil before it burns otherwise it emits smoke.  Light - divine good or production. Smoke - human good or production.

Application:  If the believer is empowered by the Holy Spirit he produces works which are noticeably different from the unbeliever.  The burnt wick represents work for the Lord Jesus Christ.  The priest used to collect the burnt wick and put it in a snuff box.  God remembers our works for Him. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

An alternate interpretation of the candlestick likens the seven stems as the seven spirits of God as found in (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4).  The spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

16. THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE (Exodus 30:1 -10)

This is located just outside the Holy of Holies and represents intercessory prayer.  The altar was made of gold overlaying wood and was in the form of a crown.  The priest would go to the brazen altar, pick up coals, pass through the holy place and place the coals into the crown.  Incense was then sprinkled onto the coals and the fumes coming up from the incense represented prayer to God.  By taking coals from the brazen altar it showed that the basis for effective prayer is the death of Christ.  The unbeliever cannot pray effectively except for accepting Christ as saviour.  The only person who could obtain the coals was a priest representing a believer.

The crown is also significant.  The cross must come before the crown, the crown also speaking of Christ the King priest after the order of Melchizedek.  Fire spoke of judgment, the judgment of the cross being the basis for effective prayer.  The Incense which was put on the altar contained four ingredients which speak of the work of Christ:

a) Stukti - liquid from a gum tree representing the Father who is the recipient of prayer.

b) Onoika - a ground-up shell (representing judgment). The burnt shell gave off a perfume (propitiation).

c) Galbanin - the fat of a plant showing prosperity and representing the resurrection of Christ.

d) Frankincense - a white gum used in crowning kings - representing the session of Christ.

17. THE ARK OF THE COVENANT AND MERCY SEAT (Exodus 25:10-22)

Located in the Holy of Holies the mercy seat was of gold.  Over the seat were two golden cherubs, which covered the mercy seat with their wings and looked down at the top of the mercy seat.  In a box under the mercy seat were three objects representing sin, the tables of the law representing -transgression against moral laws, the pot of manna showing rejection of provision and Aaron's rod that budded showing rejection of authority.  This was the Ark of the Covenant.  

Once a year on the feast of the atonement, blood from a sacrifice at the brazen altar was brought into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on the mercy seat.  The blood from the brazen altar represents the death of Christ. The cherubs, one representing the righteousness of God, the other the Justice of God look down, see the blood and are satisfied.  The sin of the human race is removed by the death of Christ.

Psalm 21:8-9  

“Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee.  Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.”  

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Hand

yad

yawd

hand, strength, power

Find

matsa

maw-tsaw'
to find out, detect, to guess

Enemies

oyeb  

o-yabe'

hating; an adversary: - enemy, foe

Right Hand
yamiyn

yaw-meen'
right, right hand, right side

Hate

sane

saw-nay'

to hate, be hateful

Fiery

esh

aysh 

burning, fiery, fire, flaming, hot

Oven

tannur

tan-noor'

a fire pot: - furnace, oven

Anger

paniym

paw-neem'
face, faces, presence, person

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Swallow

bala

baw-lah'

make away with; generally to destroy: - cover, destroy, devour

Wrath

aph

af

nose or nostril; hence the face, ire (rapid breathing in passion)

Devour

akal

aw-kal'

to eat, devour, burn up, feed

The thoughts of the Psalmist now turn from the blessings to the King onto the LORD’S judgments of ungodly and hateful men.

Hand yad, speaks of power, for without hands men can wield neither the pen nor the sword, and since men are predominantly right handed so the right hand is an analogy to precision and control in executing the directions of the will.  The LORD will be perfect in his judgments and will make no mistakes in his investigations into those who hate him, those who are his enemies.  

The end results of God’s judgments and wrath are pictured here as destruction by fire.  This conjures up the picture of ashes, of absolute devastation.  The evidence of the life remains but there is nothing left that is of eternal worth.  

Many people reject the Old Testament because of the strong language used in describing God’s just and holy nature, yet he is a just and holy God and such language illustrates the seriousness of sin.  Rejection of God’s ‘wrath’ and ‘vengeance’ and the ‘fires of hell’, is brought about by unwillingness to recognize sin in the light of God’s justice. 

 Perfect justice cannot overlook transgression; if justice overlooks, excuses, condones or pardons transgressions it is not perfect and is not God’s justice.  God’s justice demands that all sin be condemned judged and paid for, and since “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23) all sin must be paid for by death.  It was on the Cross of Calvary where the perfect justice of God was vindicated and where the perfect love of God was realized, for it was there that God himself, in the person of his Son, paid the ‘wages of sin’ on behalf of sinners.  

The soul that refuses God’s gracious provisions of salvation in Christ will come face to face with his just and holy nature in eternity and will find themselves absolutely devastated and without hope.  Those who reject the Old Testament because of its graphic language, tend to emphasize the love of God to the exclusion of all else and end with a distorted understanding of God.  They are in danger of believing and preaching a false gospel, a gospel that eliminates the need of sacrifice, a gospel that overlooks the Cross and sees only a crown.  

Such was the end for these Old Testament enemies; they refused God’s gracious provision of salvation in Christ, (represented in the Levitical sacrifices of atonement), rebelled against God’s delivered order and became enemies of God.    

DOCTRINE

JUSTICE
1. God’s character involves perfect justice as an attribute. All he does is just and righteous.  Refer Character of God, Righteousness.

2. We must adjust our lives and attitudes to God’s perfect Justice. We do this at salvation by recognizing our need of a perfect Saviour. We do that when we sin and confess our sins, recognizing that we need the perfect sacrifice for sin, and we do this through Christian growth to spiritual maturity, as we grown more Christ like, so that our lives are characterized by more justice in our dealings. Refer Sin, Salvation, Maturity.

3. God’s grace provides through the Cross what his Righteousness and Justice demands from sinful man. Romans 5:12, 6:23, 1 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 1:9, 2:2.

4. God’s perfect Justice is met at the Cross and he waits for us to appropriate the blessings of salvation through faith in Christ. He waits to bless us without any compromise to his perfect character. Proverbs 1:3, Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:13, Isaiah 30:18.

Psalm 21:10-11  

“Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from among the children of men. For they intended evil against thee: they imagined a mischievous device, which they are not able to perform.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Fruit

periy

per-ee'

fruit, offspring, children, progeny (of the womb)

Destroy

abad

aw-bad'

perish, vanish, go astray, be destroyed

Earth

erets

eh'-rets

land, earth

Seed

zera

zeh'-rah

seed, sowing, offspring

From among
min  

min

from, out of, on account of, off

Children

ben

bane

son, grandson, child, member of a group

Men


adam

aw-dawm'
man, mankind

Intend

natah

naw-taw'

to turn aside, incline, decline, bend down, intend

Evil


ra

rah

bad, disagreeable, malignant

Against

al

al

down upon, upon, up to, towards, over towards, to, against

Mischievous/ Device
mezimmah
mez-im-maw'
purpose, discretion, device, plot

Their fruit shalt thou destroy: This is in reference to their children, as the parallelism their seed from among the children of men shows.  It is stated elsewhere in Scripture that God will “visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me” (Exodus 20:5; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9), yet though David makes this statement in the light of these verses, none of them are meant in the absolute sense, in the sense of ‘no hope’, as Ezekiel 18 shows.  

This Ezekiel passage shows us that if a child renounces the sins of his father and does that which is lawful and right, “he shall surely live” (Ezekiel 18:5, 9, 17), therefore the Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy passages, and this statement of David’s, reveal the principle that if a family continues in the sins of its forefathers into the third and fourth generation, it will be destroyed, the family line will die out.  With this principle in mind, the phrase (in the above passages) “of them that hate me”, could be read ‘them that continue to hate me’.  

This is not a principle that applies to the religiously indifferent, but to those who actively ‘hate’ God, those who intend evil against thee (the LORD), those who imagine mischievous devices.  In David’s time this would include any who set out to destroy his reign and consequently the peace, stability and existence of the nation of Israel.  In today’s society it would cover those who attempt to destroy faith in God, who set out to destroy the Bible and, ultimately, who attempt to destroy believers.  In the Western world Hitler was an extreme example of such people, as will be the Anti-Christ of the coming tribulation.  Most nations would, in their history, have some regime that would fit this description.  

They are not able:  This is a dogmatic statement to the end that all men’s evil designs and malicious plans will come to nothing, they are without power to perform their desires, for as Romans 8:31 states, “… if God be for us who can be against us?”  And as Jeremiah wrote, ”But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten.”
DOCTRINE

GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD
1. The declaration of Divine Power - Matthew 19:26

2. God is able to save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

3. God is able to supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

4. God is able to deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

5. God is able to sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

6. God is able to keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

7. God is able to surpass all expectations and requests - Ephesians 3:20

8. God is able to raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

Psalm 21:12  

“Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, when thou shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face of them. 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Make

shiyth

sheeth

to set, station, appoint, fix

Turn back
shekem

shek-em'
shoulder, back

Make ready
kun

koon

to be firm, be stable, be established

Strings

meythar

may-thawr'
cord, string

Against

al

al

above, over, upon, or against

Face

paniym

paw-neem'
face, faces

When the LORD makes ready … upon thy strings against the face of them, he is setting himself in battle array against his enemies and in their disarray they turn their back in retreat.  This was the physical evidence that David witnessed throughout his lifetime, for though it was the armies of Israel that confronted the enemy it was the LORD’S unseen presence in their hearts and minds, and in the field of battle, that accomplished the victory and the retreat of the enemy.  

Oliver Cromwell showed this same principle of Godly warfare.  Where truth and justice were to be defended they were to be defended with professionalism of conduct and with God in mind and heart.  As he led his soldiers against King Charles army he was reported to have said, “Put your trust in God… and keep your powder dry”.  David’s battles, and his songs of praise reflect this approach:  Do your absolute best and leave the rest to God.
Psalm 21:13 

“Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: so will we sing and praise thy power.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Exalted

rum

room

to rise, rise up, be high, be lofty, be exalted

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Strength

oz 

oze

might, strength

Sing

shiyr

sheer

to sing

Praise

zamar

zaw-mar'
to sing, sing praise, make music

Power

geburah

gheb-oo-raw'
strength, might, mighty deeds

Be thou exalted:  The Psalmist expresses his desire that the LORD will be known to all.  The unbelieving world may see something extraordinary in David’s deliverance and their own discomfiture, but David wishes the LORD’S part in these things to be seen and acknowledged by all. 

In thine own strength shows that such a revelation does not come from the ‘strength’ of men but must come from the LORD himself.  It is impossible for mortal man to convince others that it is God who works all things together for the good of his people; the convicting ministry of God’s Holy Spirit is essential to that task. This is also seen in the fact that unless God “draws a man” that man cannot come to him (John 6:44, 65; see also Jeremiah 31:3; Hosea 11:4). 

So will we sing and praise thy power:  When God first reveals himself to an individual, the response is one of joy, then as one experiences God’s involvement in ones life, joy is accompanied with humility, with heartfelt praise and thanksgiving being a natural response.  Even in the solitude of silent prayer, the heart can sing at the power and wonder of God’s grace and such prayers of thanksgiving and praise exalt the Lord.  David’s psalms were first the product of his heart, and then when they had been committed to writing, they became songs for the lips.      

DOCTRINE

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE
1. The Hebrew word used in worship is "Shoko" - to bow down.

2. The Greek words are as follows:-

a) proskueo - prostrate yourself. (1 Corinthians 14:5)

b) sebomai - lack of arrogance. (Matthew 15:9)

c) sebazomai - stand in awe. (Romans 1:25)

d) eusebeo - act with devotion. (Acts 17:23)

3. Worship is the attitude of the believer when he approaches God in awe, fear and respect. (1 Chronicles 29:20, Matthew 22:21, Romans 13:17)

4. We should never be casual or flippant with God. (John 13:13, Hebrew 10:19-21)

5. Worship is an expression of bible doctrine that a believer has in him and is applying. All expression of doctrine is worship. (Nehemiah 8:6-10, 9:3)

6. We must worship the Lord in spirit, controlled by the Spirit, and in truth, reflecting doctrine accurately. (John 4:23-24)

7. It is therefore of critical importance that we worship in accordance with biblical doctrines. This is especially important in singing as because of pleasant music it is easy to forget or ignore the meaning of the words being sung.

8. People worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:11, 9:38)

9. People who do not worship God will worship demons. (Deuteronomy 8:19-20, 11:16, 30:17-20, Romans 1:25)

10. All will eventually bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord, either for blessing or before they are judged eternally. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10)

11. In eternity there will be perfect worship as there will be perfect knowledge of doctrine. (Revelation 4:8-11)

12. Worship begins at salvation. (Mark 5:1-10, 18-20)

13. Worship expresses a believers concentration on his Lord. (Psalms 29, 66, 96 , John 12:1-11)

14. The song of worship. (1 Chronicles 16:7-36)

15. We worship through:-

a) Reading God's Word. (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, 1 Timothy 4:13)

b) Studying God's Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15)

c) Teaching God's Word. (Acts 2:42, 6:7, 12:24, 18:28, 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2)

d) Preaching God's Word. (2 Timothy 4:2)

e) The sacrifice of our praise. (Hebrews 13:15)

f) The sacrifice of our good works. (Hebrews 13:16)

g) The sacrifice of our bodies. (Romans 12:1)

h) The sacrifice of our substance. (Philippians 4:18)

i) The receiving of His Son. (John 1:11-12)

j) The keeping of the Ordinances. (1 Corinthians 11:2)

k) Through the singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, James 5:13)

l) Prayers, Intercessions, Supplications and Thanksgiving. (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 8)

16. Praise

a) Praise and thanksgiving are linked in worship. (1 Chronicles 23:30)

b) When they praised the Lord at the dedication of Solomon's Temple the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13,14)

c) Praise always glorifies God. (Psalm 50:231

d) When Paul and Silas praised God by singing hymns in prison God acted for them. (Acts 16:25)

e) The Jews were delivered when they sang praises to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:21,22)

f) Praise is important in missionary work. (Psalm 96)

g) Praise is a feature of the Godly home. (Psalm 118:15)

h) Jesus Christ praises God in the midst of the Church (Hebrews 2:12)

Psalm 22

To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar, A Psalm of David.

Chief is from the Hebrew natsach - to glitter from afar, that is to be eminent, and because it is a psalm (a song), it is addressed to the one it most concerns, the head of the musical department, the chief Musician.   

The expression Aijeleth Shahar is the combination of ayeleth a doe, a female deer, and shachar or dawn, the sun rising.  Although ayeleth is used in the Old Testament in terms of passionate regard toward ones wife, “the loving hind (ayeleth) and pleasant roe” (Proverbs 5:19), its use here is in keeping with Genesis 49:21where Naphtali is referred to as “a hind let loose”, which suggests a love of freedom. 

With the word shahar meaning the dawn, the morning, the combination of these two words can be translated ‘hind of the dawn’ and probably stands for the first rays of the morning sun as they spread over the earth.  Barnes tells us “The Arabian poets call the rising sun “the gazelle,” comparing his rays with the horns of that animal.”  The picture of freedom these words conjure up in the mind is in stark contrast to that of this psalm, a psalm of both mental and physical suffering.  It is concluded therefore that Aijeleth Shahar is the title of another psalm, the tune of which is to be used for this psalm. 

Psalm 22 has been historically attributed to David and as there is no other contender and nothing in the psalm that refutes such a claim, God’s abilities to preserve his word throughout the ages is more to be accepted than the speculation of critics.  

There are many expressions in this psalm comparable to other writings by David, expressions that indicate both mental and physical torment and persecution (see Psalm 6; Psalm 13; Psalm 18:4-5; Psalm 32:3-4; Psalm 38).  Such physical and spiritual suffering as David records in his writings are not exclusively his but have been experienced by many committed believers throughout the ages, therefore the psalms generally are given as encouragement in times of adversity and hope in times of despair.  

This psalm is however more than a message of encouragement and hope for it portrays a particular occurrence, as yet unfulfilled, that goes beyond the writer’s experience. 

Alfred Barnes writes: “There are…  expressions in it which in their intensity, as expressing wretchedness and woe, seem to go beyond anything that occurred in his (David’s) experience, and which lead naturally to the question whether he did not refer to some other than himself.”

A number of these expressions are shown to be clear Messianic references, prophetic of the events in the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth. Compare the following:

a. Verse 1 with Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34. 

b. Verses. 7-8 with Matthew 27:39; Mark 15:29; Luke 23:35-39

c. Verses 16-18 with Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; John 19:23; John 20:25

d. Verse 22 with Hebrews 2:12   

The obvious fulfillment and use of these verses by the inspired writers of the N.T. letters and the fact that the Psalm is so clearly related to Christ’s crucifixion and his present and future ministry, are sufficient reason to accept the psalm as being primarily, inspired prophecy with undertones of a common experience among committed believers, including David.    

Since David was the ‘LORD’S anointed’, and had experienced great pressure and sorrow, he would be most qualified to receive revelation from God regarding the sufferings of Messiah, and as God has allowed that he is the author, and to write it in the first person, it does suggest that the central figure of this psalm is the one to whom David was to have great affinity, his greater son, the Lord Jesus Christ; a fact that the N.T. verses quoted above affirm.

The Psalm begins with a cry of desolation (vss.1-2), followed immediately by an acknowledgement of God’s sovereignty (vs.3) and a reminder of past mercies to his people (vss.4-5).  

Verses 6-8 are verses of comparison and abject humiliation, “But I am a worm…” as if to say, ‘But unlike them, I am not worthy of mercy… I am a reproach and am despised, an object of derision’.

Verses 9-10 show a renewal of hope followed by a direct request for help (vs. 11).

Verses 12-18 describe the intense physical agony of his situation, followed once again by a plea for help (vss. 19-21).

In response to deliverance there is a declaration of praise, and testimony to the mercies and provisions from the LORD to all who are afflicted and turn to God in worship (vss.22-27).

Then in verses 28-31 the ongoing and eternal qualities of the Kingdom are seen.

DOCTRINE

CHRIST: PROPHECIES ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION
1. The Crucifixion, (Genesis 3:15), (John 19:18)

2. No bones broken, (Exodus 12:46, Psalm 34:20), (John 19:32-36) 

3. Leaders of Israel take counsel against Jesus, (Psalm 2:2), (Matthew 26:3-4)

4. Christ's cry on the cross, (Psalm 22:1), (Matthew 27:46) 

5. The crowd despised him, (Psalm 22:7-8), (Matthew 27:39-44)

6. The mob ridicules him, (Psalm 22:7-8), (Matthew 27:39-44)

7. The staring soldiers, (Psalm 22:17), (Matthew 27:36) 

8. Parting of garments, lots for the coat, (Psalm 22:18), (Matthew 27:35) 

9. The rejection of the Jews, (Isaiah 53:3), (John 1:11) 

10. The substitutionary death, (Isaiah 53:5,6,10),(Romans 5:6,8)

11. Christ's silence in Pilate's presence, (Isaiah 53:7), (Matthew 27:13-14)

12. Christ's unfair sufferings, (Isaiah 53:8,9), (Mark 15:1-25)

13. The tomb of the rich, (Isaiah 53:9), (Matthew 27:57-60)

14. Numbered with the thieves, (Isaiah 53:12), (Mark 15:27-28)

15. Messiah cut off - betrayed, (Daniel 9:26), (Matthew 26:24) 

16. Darkness at noon, (Amos 8:9), (Matthew 27:45) 

17. Thirty pieces of silver, (Zechariah 11:12), (Matthew 26:15) 

18. The potter's field, (Zechariah 11:13), (Matthew 27:3-7)

19. The piercing of his side, (Zechariah 12:10), (John 19:34)

20. The disciples scattered, (Zechariah 13:7), (Mark 14:27,50) 

CHRIST:  CRIES OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS

1. There are seven phrases, which our Lord uttered on the cross.

2. During the six hours between the crucifixion and our Lord's death, the following is the sequence of events that took place.

3. Christ having been scourged, the crucifixion party arrives at Golgotha, The Place of the Skull (Matthew 27:33).

4. A drink of red wine and a narcotic gall is offered to Jesus but he refuses because it would impair his free will (Matthew 27:34)

5. Jesus is crucified between two gangsters followed by the first cry from the cross, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:32-34).

6. The first cry recorded of Jesus Christ on the cross was a prayer asking the Father to forgive those who had crucified Him. This was important because He was about to be judged for their sins.

7. The soldiers gamble for his clothes (Matthew 27:35,36,  Psalm 22:18).

8. Monies raised from the sale of the clothes would be spent on rough red wine. Traditionally, those crucified were naked.

9. The Jews mock Him (Matthew 27:39-43).  They tempt Him to come down from the cross. They say that they would believe if He did. (Psalm 22:7-8)

10. One of the gangsters trusted in Him (Luke 23:42)- It is of interest that all the gangster could do was believe. He was not baptised, he did not come from a church.

11. Principle: Faith in the work of Christ for one personally is the means of salvation.

12. The second cry:  "Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise. " (Luke 23:43)

13. Principle: The soul of Jesus went to Paradise, the body of Jesus went to the grave, the spirit went to the Father (Luke 23:46).

14. Paradise, or Abraham's Bosom, was a temporary holding place for OT saints in Sheol or Hades pending the cross becoming an historical fact. The unbelieving gangster, at death, would go to Torments, an area separated from Paradise by a great gulf fixed.

15. The two gangsters represent humanity in its two categories - believers and unbelievers (John 3:36).

16. The third cry: He said unto his mother "Woman, behold thy son. "  Then said He to the disciple, "Behold thy mother." (John 19, 26,27)

17. Jesus never called His mother 'Mother'.  He always called her 'Woman'.  He emphasised that she was the mother of the humanity of Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman (Genesis 3.:15) and not the mother of God.  By not using the word 'mother' He was seeing problems in the future involving Mary, the mother of God.

18. He also made provision for His mother complying with the fifth commandment "Honour thy father and mother." (Exodus 20:12) by saying to John, "Behold thy mother" ' John would appear to have lived to be 100 years old, which confirms the second portion of the fifth commandment "that thy days may be long".

19. At 12 noon darkness covered the earth (Matthew 27:45).

20. The fourth cry: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani" (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34).  "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" (cf. Psalm 22:1) Christ was forsaken. This cry showed that Jesus Christ was being judged for our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24).  The Father and Spirit forsook Him because they can only judge sin.

21. The fifth cry:  "Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, 'I thirst' " (John 19:28).  His work on the cross now completed, He fulfilled the scripture of (Psalm 69:21) which was a drink of vinegar and gall.

22. Even in His greatest extremity, Jesus put the greatest of emphasis on the Word of God and fulfilled the total prophetic spectrum in the correct sequence. He had refused the drink previously

23. The sixth cry:  "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar he said, 'It is finished ' " (John 19:30).  Christ's work on earth is completed.  He has been judged for the sins of the whole world. Salvation is complete.

24. Principle: You cannot add man's works to salvation.  It was completed in total in AD 32 at Golgotha.  The attitude of each individual to the sacrifice of Christ determines his or her eternal future.  Either they attempt by their own works to enter heaven (Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:9; Titus 3:5) or by Christ's work through belief.

25. The seventh cry:  "Father, into thy bands I commit My spirit " (Luke 23:46).  It is of great significance that there is the change of vocative towards God here.  Christ is no longer bearing our sins.  He is back in an intimate relationship with His Father, rather than forsaken.  (See fourth cry, 12.)  Jesus Christ's timing is perfect as he dismissed His spirit to the Father at the very instant that was the Father's will.

26. Christ dies physically on the cross at 3.00 p.m. (Matthew 27:50), thus fulfilling the Mosaic Law that no person who is killed on wood should hang overnight. So Christ was buried before sunset on that day. (Matthew 5:17; Deuteronomy 21:22,23).

Psalm 22:1  

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
God


el

ale

strength; as an adjective, mighty; especially the Almighty

Forsaken
azab

aw-zab'

to leave, loose, forsake

Far


rachoq  

raw-khoke'
remote, far, distant

Helping

yeshuah

yesh-oo'-aw
salvation, deliverance

Words

dabar

daw-bawr'
speech, word

Roaring

sheagah

sheh-aw-gaw'
rumbling or moan, cry of distress

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me:  The Lord Jesus Christ took these words (Matthew 27:46) and used them to express the terrible isolation he experienced when he was “made sin for us” (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22-24; Hebrews 9:28).  Forsaken azab is to be abandoned to be utterly alone, and ‘God in the flesh’ (Romans 8:3; Galatians 4:4; 1Timothy 3:16; 1John 4:2) was abandoned by my God (the Father) and my God (the Spirit) when he became sin, or the sin bearer.  This is the essence of the Cross where sin was judged and condemned in the body of Jesus of Nazareth.  God can have nothing to do with sin and he (the Father and the Spirit) turned their backs as it were, on the ‘Lamb of God’ and in doing so, rejected sin.  

A point to be noted is our Lords deliberate use of these particular words; he knew the scriptures and quoted from the Psalms many times during his ministry; with these words he reveals the very depths of his suffering in that he was bearing the sins of the world and was in reality being condemned and judged for them.  It was at this time that he fulfilled the prophecy so clearly revealed in the death of the Passover lamb (John 1:29, John 1:36 c.f. Genesis 22:8; Exodus 12:3-13; 1Peter 1:19), an innocent victim paying the ‘wages of sin’ for the guilty (Romans 6:23, Romans 5:12; Genesis 2:17; Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 3:23).       

Whilst on the Cross our Lord had told the believing thief, “today shalt thou be with me in paradise”; when dying he committed his spirit to the Father (Luke 23:43-46), then his body went into the wilderness (the ‘undiscovered country’) of death and the grave, taking with it the sins of mankind and fulfilling that which was represented by the scapegoat of Leviticus 16:8-22.  On the third day (the day of firstfruits), his soul and spirit reunited with his resurrection body, came forth from death leaving those sins in that wilderness to be remembered no more (Psalm 65:3; Jeremiah 50:20; Micah 7:19; Romans 11:27), and entered into the Holiest of holies (the throne room of Heaven) as our great High Priest, thus fulfilling all Old Testament types.

Far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring:  Because Christ had been made sin for us it was not possible for God to help him until the wages of sin had been paid.  To do so would have violated holiness and left sin unjudged.

  Roaring sheagah is rumbling or moaning, or a cry of distress and is part of the same feelings of isolation and helplessness. 

There is no indication of the time or reason for such a cry of despair from David, yet we know the Lord tests the faith of his people at times by withdrawing the fellowship of his Spirit.  It is at such times believers are most vulnerable, yet God’s word is greater than our despair and he has said “…I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Psalm 37:25, Psalm 37:28; Isaiah 41:10, Isaiah 41:17; Hebrews 13:5).  There is a demonstration later in the psalm that the sufferer believed in God’s promises and even in the depths of despair, he continued to look for the renewal, the restoration of fellowship with his LORD and thereby shows the depth of his trust in God (vss. 3-5, 24-31).

DOCTRINE

CHRIST:  IMMORTALITY

1. Immortality means exemption from physical death and should not be confused with eternal life.

2. Immortality is used only with reference to the body (Romans 6:12; 8:11).

3. At this time only Jesus Christ has immortality as He alone has a resurrection body (1 Timothy 1:17; 6:16).

4. All men are currently mortal (Job 4:17; 1 Corinthians 15:22).

5. At the Rapture, our mortal body will put on immortality (1 Corinthians 15:51-54).

6. Death is then conquered and mortality is "swallowed up of life" (2 Corinthians 5:4).

CHRIST:  RESSURECTION BODY

The resurrection body of Jesus Christ -

1. Retained the nail prints in the hands and feet. (Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10, John 20:25-29)

2. Retained the wound sear in the side. (John 20:25-29)

3. Christ was recognised on 15 appearances by his disciples as the one who died and rose again.

4. Resurrection body of Christ could eat. (Luke 24:42-43)

5. It had substance, it could be touched and felt. (Matthew 28:9, Luke 24:39, John 20:17)

6. His body could breathe. (John 20:22)

7. His body possessed flesh and bones. (Luke 24:39-40)

8. Could walk through closed doors. (Luke 24:36, John 20:19)

9. Appears and disappears suddenly. (Luke 24:31,36)

10 Could move vertically or horizontally. (Acts 1:9,10)

11 Our body will be just like His without the nail prints or wound in the side.

Psalm 22:2  

“O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
God


elohiym

el-o-heem'
gods in the ordinary sense; specifically used of the supreme God

Cry


qara

kaw-raw'

to call, call out, recite, read, cry out, proclaim

Daytime

yomam

yo-mawm'
by day, in the daytime

Hearest

anah

aw-naw'

to heed, that is, pay attention; by implication to respond

Night season
layil  

lah'-yi

night; of gloom, protective shadow

Silent

dumiyah

doo-me-yaw'
silence, still, repose

O my God, I cry in the daytime… the night season… am not silent: This would seem to be David’s own experience, for the period of our Lord’s desolation began when he was forsaken of God and ended when he commended his spirit to the Father, a period of less than three hours.  The verbal abuse and persecution Christ Jesus suffered throughout his ministry cannot be associated with these words, for during his ministry he was in constant communion with the Father; nor does it disparage the physical abuse he suffered at his trial and crucifixion, for though that was extreme, we are told in Isaiah 53:7, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth”.  Under abuse, persecution and physical torture he was able to remain silent, yet during those three hours, when forsaken of God, his affliction was so great that he cried out. 

But, David’s distress was so constant and unrelieved (thou hearest not), that his cry, the roaring sheagah of vs.1, was incessant (both day and night).  The whole expression indicates that this agony of despair had lasted for some time and therefore David felt as if he had been ‘forsaken’ (vs.1).

 Thou hearest not:  The word hearest anah is to take heed, to pay attention with the implication to respond.  God hears every prayer we utter but does not always answer them, and the lack of response would make it seem that God ‘hearest not’.  Such an experience is a good indication that God is treating us as his children and should be an encouragement even in the midst of the emotional turmoil (Hebrews 12:6-8; 1 Peter 5:10). 

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING
1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign; without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self-controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance (drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit (Romans 13:11-13; 1 Thessalonians 5:6 –8).

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, and don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist and oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives.  Also refer, Luke 4:3-12; Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13; James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church, be united; stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e)  Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord.

Psalm 22:3  

“But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. “

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Holy

qadosh  

kaw-doshe'
sacred, holy, Holy One, saint, set apart

Inhabitest
yashab

yaw-shab'
to dwell, remain, sit, abide

Praises

tehillah

teh-hil-law'
praise, adoration, thanksgiving

Israel

yisra'el

yis-raw-ale'
he will rule as God; symbolical name of Jacob and his posterity 

But thou art holy:  This is an acknowledgment by the psalmist, that because God is holy such suffering must have a just and righteous purpose and therefore, though misery has come upon him, God’s mercy and grace are not compromised.  David is making a clear statement of faith.

Barnes writes: “It expresses a state of mind such as all true believers in God have - Confidence in him, whatever may be their trials; Confidence in him, though the answer to their prayers may be long delayed; Confidence in him, though their prayers should seem to be unanswered”. (C.f.  Job 13:15).

Inhabitest the praises of Israel:  The name Israel is used here in the sense of ‘true Israel’, a name representing faith and Godliness.  The daily offerings in the Tabernacle/Temple were made on behalf of Israel, and as God was believed to ‘dwell between the cherubim’ in the Holy of Holies (2 Samuel 6:2), this phrase is to be understood as God being at one with Israel in their praises.  

Psalm 22:4-5  

“Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.”
Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Fathers

ab

awb

ancestor; grandfather, forefathers


Trusted

batach

baw-takh'
to trust, trust in; to have confidence

Deliver

palaṭ

paw-lat'

to escape, save, deliver, slip away

Cried

zaaq

zaw-ak'

to cry, cry out, call, call for help

Delivered
malaṭ

maw-lat'

to slip away, escape, deliver, save

Confounded
bush

boosh

to put to shame, be ashamed, be disconcerted

Our fathers trusted in thee… thou didst deliver them:  This is in accordance with the historic records of the Jewish Scriptures.  David read them; he meditated on them day and night (Psalm 1:2; Psalm 40:8) and knew this to be true, yet in vs.6, there seems to be some doubt in his mind as to whether his trust in God would be so honoured.  

Throughout the ages God’s people have cried out to him for help; it is as true today as it has ever been and yet, like David, we are still overcome by doubts and feelings of being forsaken.  All heroes of faith suffered the testing of doubts and fears, yet the Lord was in all things working them together for their good as well.  

We do not like discipline or testing yet this is the only way the lessons of the spiritual life; patience, humility, gentleness and love, are learned.  Discipline is essential, for we must feel the consequences of sin so that we learn not to indulge in the lusts of our old nature.  Testing is crucial because our faith at best is weak and we are all too prone to trust in self and to go our own way, the way of that ‘old nature’ and the way of sin.  Without discipline and testing we would quickly spiral into carnality and suffer the loss of joy and peace in this life and of rewards at the judgment seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3; 1 Corinthians 6:18; Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 John 1:8). 

They trusted in thee, and were not confounded:  Such is the experience of heroes of faith.  After they had learnt the lesson of fully trusting in God it was not possible for them to be confounded.  The Hebrew for confound is bush and means to be put to shame, to be ashamed.  

Shame is an emotion, it is not something that can be inflicted by others; we can only inflict it upon ourselves.  If we have a half-hearted faith, a lukewarm commitment to Jesus Christ and knowledge of God commensurate with our commitment, we will suffer shame when confronted by the worldly-wise and cynical unbeliever and also at the judgment seat of Christ (1 John 2:28).  Yet if, like Paul, we know in whom we have believed, we too will not be ashamed, either at that judgment seat or in confrontation with the world, for we will know the truth and the truth does set you free (2 Timothy 1:12; John 8:32).  

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS
1. Divine discipline is the result of a believer disobeying the will of God.

2. God disciplines all true children. Those who are not true children do not know discipline. (Hebrews 12:8; 1 Peter 5:9-10).

3. God's discipline of believers is shown in

a) Old Testament (Proverbs 3:11,12);

b) New Testament (Hebrews 12:3-13; Revelation 3:19).

4. Attitudes towards God's discipline (Hebrews 12:3-15).

a) Think lightly of it (v 5).

b) Faint or become disheartened (v 5).

c) Endure discipline (v 7).

d) Learn and benefit from discipline. (v 11).

5. The effect of God's discipline

a) Discipline blesses the believer (Psalm 94:12)

b) Lives are changed (Hebrews 12:11)

c) It is for a limited time. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

d) It is for the believer's benefit (Hebrews 12:10)

6. The believer who refuses to repent may be disciplined to the extent of death (1 Corinthians 11:30-31, 1 John 5:16)

7. Divine discipline never implies a loss of salvation. Galatians 3:26, 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING  see Page 23
Psalm 22:6  

“But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Worm

tola  

to-law'

worm, scarlet stuff, crimson

Man


iysh

eesh

man, male

Reproach
cherpah

kher-paw'
reproach, scorn

Men


adam

aw-dawm'
man, mankind

Despised
bazah

baw-zaw'
to despise, hold in contempt, disdain

People

am

am

nation, people

The word for worm tola is translated throughout the O.T. as worm, or scarlet or crimson depending on the context (see note below).  The context of this verse is in reference to lowliness and inadequacy therefore worm is the correct translation.  There are those who stress this association of worm and scarlet to the abasement and glorification of Christ, but though there are clear and unmistakable prophetic utterances in this psalm, the correct and immediate understanding of David’s usage here is worm, portraying abasement. 

Because this verse is in the direct context of vss.7-8 (and they are undoubtedly prophetic; c.f. Matthew 27:39; Luke 23:35-39), this verse depicts Jesus’ physical and mental state as he hung upon the cross.  Isaiah, in his prophecy of the same event wrote “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” (Isaiah 53:3).  

But I am a worm… may therefore properly contain self appraisal of Messiah’s condition during the time he was made sin for us, the time he hung upon the cross:  For as it is written, “Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13).

If we think of this verse as applicable to David’s life, vss.6-8 would reveal a despondency of faith-shattering proportion, with vs.9 having him recall Bible doctrine in his struggle against despair, a despair not uncommon to those who battle the ‘old nature’.  Feeling himself to be a reproach of men, and despised of the people and forsaken of God (vs.1), David then likens himself to a worm.  His despondency is then used of God to utter what seems to be words of excessive pessimism in regard to his own state, yet words that accurately portray the future agony of Messiah.  

Note:   

In regard to the word ‘worm’ tola the ISBE has the following information: “Tola'ath shani, "scarlet," is the scarlet-worm, Cermes vermilio, a scale-insect which feeds upon the oak, and which is used for producing a red dye.  The female is wingless and adheres to its favourite plant by its long, sucking beak, by which it extracts the sap on which it lives. After once attaching itself it remains motionless, and when dead its body shelters the eggs, which have been deposited beneath it. The dye is made from the dried bodies of the females. Other species yielding red dyes are Porphyrophora polonica and Coccus cacti.”

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DOUBT
1. When we have a doubt we must be honest with God.

2. Write your doubts out on paper clearly so that you are ready to see the answer when it comes.

3. Commit this before the Lord in prayer. Express it bluntly and openly and expect God to answer. Nehemiah 1:4 -11 Mark 9:24

4. The Bible tells us to cast our cares upon him, 1 Peter 4:19, 5:7. "Cares" are anything that concern us

5. Use a concordance to find verses dealing with the subject which concerns you.  Ask yourself the following questions:

a) What does the Bible state about my doubt/concern?

b) What definite statements does the Bible make about this subject? 

c) Do I believe God's word on this issue?

Psalm 22:7 

“All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Laugh

laag

law-ag'

to mock, deride, ridicule

Shoot

patar

paw-tar'

to separate, burst through, open

Lip


saphah  

saw-faw'

lip, language, speech,

Shake

nua

noo'-ah

shake, wave, wag

Head

rosh

roshe

head, top, summit, upper part

Laugh me to scorn:  The word that covers this expression is laag, which means to mock, deride or ridicule.  The attitude of Shimei is an illustration of such behaviour toward David (2 Samuel 16:5-13), and in Matthew 27:39 the word ‘reviled’ blasphemeo to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, calumniate, blaspheme, is the attitude of those who passed by Golgotha at Christ’s crucifixion.  It is only necessary to read this passage from Matthew to see just how completely verses 7-8 were fulfilled in the case of Christ Jesus. 

They shoot out the lip:  The Hebrew word patar means to separate, burst through, open and is used here in he sense of the lips wide open in derision and scorn.  Job suffered much the same experience, “They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me” (Job 16:10).  Both Job and David use poetic language to illustrate the contemptuous denunciation by their critics, but Matthew, Mark and Luke use plain speech to reveal the murderous hatred of those who crucified Christ Jesus (Matthew 27:39-40; Mark 15:29-30; Luke 23:35-39). 

They shake the head:  A silent gesture of contempt and disapproval. See Matthew 27:39, “Wagging their heads.”
Psalm 22:8

“He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Trusted

galal

gaw-lal'

commit, roll (together), trust

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Deliver

palaṭ

paw-lat'

to escape, save, deliver, slip away

Delighted
chaphets
khaw-fates'
to delight in, take pleasure in, desire, be pleased with

As applied to David, a statement such as this, and made in such a manner, is a contemptuous and complete denial of God’s providence in his life.  This statement, He trusted on the LORD, shows that these people had knowledge of David’s religious beliefs, and by their use of the title LORD, a good understanding of the Jewish religion.  It was a comment aimed directly at David and his professed faith in Jehovah, yet in their continued rejection of God’s anointed king they showed themselves to be in contempt of his God.  

The Holy Spirit anointed the Lord Jesus, and John testified to that anointing (Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22 see also Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; Acts 10:38).  It was this anointing that gave witness to Jesus being the Messiah or Christ, and anointed to be King over Israel, yet after three years proclaiming the Kingdom and proving his calling (Mark 6:2; Luke 19:37; John 10:25; John 10:37-38), he was utterly rejected by the people, even to the point of callous ridicule and contempt.  

It seems incredible that the chief priests, the scribes and the elders of Israel should use these exact words against him without recognizing their part in the fulfillment of this prophecy.  

“Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, “He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.  He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God”” Matthew27: 41-43.   

But since they had rejected the Baptist’s call to repentance it was inevitable they would also reject his testimony; his testimony to Jesus being the Messiah/Christ.  Their self-righteous and arrogant pride continued to blind them to Jesus’ own teachings and the mighty works that he performed, and in the end caused them to have these hateful thoughts and utter these blasphemous words. 

DOCTRINE

BLASPHEMY

1. In word or deed to show insolence, insult, or disrespect to the character of God.  It is any act that robs God of his majesty, or of the glory and honour due to him.

2. Blasphemy has many objects:  

[a] Blasphemy may be against God. Leviticus 24:11-23, Isaiah 52:5, Ezekiel 20:27, Revelation 13:6, 16:11. 

[b] It may be against Christ. Acts 26:11, James 2:7. 

[c] It may be against the Holy Spirit. Matthew 12:24-32, Mark 3:22-30, Luke 12:10. 

[d] It may be against the Word of God. Psalms 107:11, Isaiah 5:24. 

[e] Against the angels Jude 8, 10. 

[f] Against doctrine itself 1 Timothy 6:1. 

[g] Against believers as servant of the living God. Acts 13:45, 1 Corinthians 4:13, Acts 18:6. 

[h] Against the Name of God. Romans 2:24. 

[i] The messengers of God. 2 Peter 2:10. 

[j] The message of redemption. Romans 14:16.

3. Blasphemy in God's sight is: 

[a] Denial of the truth 1 Timothy 1:13. 

[b] False doctrine 1 Timothy 1:20. 

[c] Idolatry  Nehemiah 9:18, 26. 

[d] Persecuting saints Isaiah 52:5. 

[e] Insulting the poor James 2:6,7. 

[f] Hypocrisy  Romans 2:24, 2 Timothy 3:2.

4. Blasphemy is just another sign of man's rejection of the Messiahship of Jesus and their pride filled belief in their own ability to meet God's standards without any need for a Saviour John 3:16-36.

Psalm 22: 9-10  

“But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.  I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Took

giyach  

ghee'-akh
break forth, labour to bring forth, come forth, draw up, take out

Womb

beten

beh'-ten

to be hollow; the belly, especially the womb

Hope

batach ̣ 

baw-takh'
to cause to trust, make secure

Breast

shad  

shad

breast, bosom, (female) breast

Cast

shalak

shaw-lak'
to throw, cast, hurl, fling

Womb

rechem

rekh'-em

the womb: - matrix, womb

God

el

ale

strength; as adjective mighty; especially the Almighty

Belly

beten

beh'-ten

to be hollow; the belly, especially the womb


There is nothing of specific relevance to the psalmist here; nothing that is not common to others who are also brought up in a Godly home and have never known a life of unbelief (1Samuel 2:18; 2Chronicles 34:3; Psalm 71:17; Proverbs 22:6; Luke 1:15; Luke 2:40; 2Timothy 3:15).  Such people have faith in God from the moment of self-awareness, and because every child belongs to God prior to that awareness (see point 20. (a) of the Doctrine of FREEWILL below), it is a fact that God is their God from the womb.  

Hope batach,̣ trust or assurance, is established in them upon their mother’s breast, or in their early childhood (Genesis 18:19; Deuteronomy 4:9, Deuteronomy 6:7; Psalm 78:3-6; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:4).  It is a particularly apt phrase for it is during the mother’s intimacy with her child that the primary role of teaching and nurturing a child is fulfilled.  

In Luke 2:40-52 it can be seen that these verses were applicable to Jesus of Nazareth, for he is shown as growing up in subjection to his parents, becoming mature and knowledgeable (strong in spirit) and being filled with wisdom; for though he was God come in the flesh, it behooved him (he was under obligation) to be made like unto his brethren in all things, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God (Hebrews 2:17).

When we consider the doctrine of freewill, every child is seen to have this potential, but the tragedy is that hope is not established in them and most enter into self-awareness and self-determination without God in their lives and without hope in this world, and at death, have their names blotted out of the Lamb’s book of life (Revelation 3:5).

DOCTRINE

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

1. Definition: - Volition or free will is the responsibility before God to choose different ends and means in life.

2. The above definition does not say that one has the power to do what you choose but it does give the opportunity to choose.

3. God gave Adam a choice in the garden in (Genesis 2:16,17) where God told the man "thou shalt not eat" in the imperative mood, which is a command.

4. Free will gives you the opportunity to want to accomplish things in conformity with God's will without having the natural ability to do so. (1 Kings 3:5-10) Solomon in this case wanted to judge but could not because of his own limitations.

5.  In (Psalm 13) David's free will continued to be positive even though he had not been successful.

6. One of the reasons for the delay in the answering of prayer requests is to allow the strengthening of free will to desire to do God's will. 

7.  Free will in both believer and unbeliever. (John 7:17)

8. Free will in giving. (2 Corinthians 8:12)

9.  Free will cannot be coerced or compromised thus Christianity is a matter of obedience. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

10. As God is to judge all men it means that man is responsible for his actions and that all normal members of the human race have free will. (Revelation 20:11-15)

11. Relationship of free will is vertical, between man and God not man and man. (Ephesians 6:5-9)

12. Because man is subject to judgment there is an age of accountability, as portrayed by the "rich young ruler". 

13. Animals and plants are not judged.

14. Free will also puts the responsibility on both ends and means.  An example of the right end but wrong means is the sin unto death of Moses. (Numbers 20)

15. By application, just because God is blessing a ministry, in the case of Moses by providing water, it does not mean that the person is necessarily in God's will.  God blesses through his grace and not necessarily because they are doing things by God's way.

16. Human viewpoint attack on free will - Determinism. 

(a)
The concept is that if one starts out with any physical item and I know everything there is regarding it and the laws that control it then I can dogmatically predict the future state of that item. 

(b)
This concept is incorrect as shown by the power of prayer (James 5:17).

(c)
It is possible for God to manipulate His universe. (Acts 16:26).

17.
Types of miracles in the bible 

(a)
natural - a variation of a natural law 


(i)
Elijah and the drought 


(ii)
Paul and the earthquake 

(iii)
Moses at the Red Sea with the east wind 


(b)
supernatural - a direct violation of a natural law 


(i)
The resurrection of Christ 


(ii)
Being born again

18. In physics this concept is called "Heisenburg's Uncertainty Principle" after the German Nobel prizewinner who postulated it. Modern science now views a lot of the formulae of physics as occurring the vast majority of times but on odd occasions not complying with observed laws. Such non-compliance would include miracles or manipulation by God.

19.  Evolution is an attack on free will as it states that man is evolved from animals and is a higher form of animal.  This is often reinforced in textbooks which state "men and the other animals" indicating that man differs in degree only and not in "kind". 

(a)
"Difference in degree" - hot and cold is a matter of relative heat; ice, water and steam are all water and of the same kind.

(b)
"Difference in kind - a square and a triangle.

(c)
Solomon in (Ecclesiastes 3:21), a believer out of fellowship assesses man as different only in degree from animals.

(d)
Based on evolutionary principles abortion can be justified and atrocities condoned against other races such as the Nazi reaction to Jews, gipsies and the Slavs. From this comes the concept that if we knew everything about animal behaviour we could then describe man. 

(e)
The Biblical view however is that we do vary in kind, not in degree (Genesis 2:16) with the thing that sets man apart from the animals being volition.

(f)
By implication man is never totally determined by his environment.

(g)
Hell is a monument to the fact of free will because if you do not have a choice you cannot be judged.

20.
Three problems, which the Bible solves regarding free will - 

(a)
What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision, which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.

David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

This is the principle of "unlimited atonement". (1 John 2:2)

(b)
What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

(c)
What about spiritual damage to free will?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him. God who is all knowing asked the question "Where are you?"

The principle of the "total depravity of man" is seen here in the fact that man will not of his own free will seek God.

In (Deuteronomy 5) Moses and all the Israelites heard a public address by God, which the Israelites shrank back from.


God speaks to man in three areas: - 


(a)
He speaks to all men. (Matthew 5:45, Acts 14:17)


(b)
He has a more intense form of calling. (Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:1)


(c)
He calls through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (John 16:8-11)

It is however possible to so damage the free will regarding spiritual matters that it becomes impossible to believe or repent. 


Examples 


(a)
the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day. (Genesis 15:16)


(b)
the Pharaoh of the Exodus. (Exodus 7- 11)


(c)
those who accept the mark of the beast. (Revelation 13:8)


(d)
the reaction of unbelievers at the second advent. (Revelation 6:16)

21. However there are many areas over which even those who have had limited free will have control and the person who searches will find. (John 7:17)

22. If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? God has absolute sovereignty as shown by a study of His character. It is also clear that man has free will.

God uses his free will as creator whilst man uses his as a part of creation.

23. One way of looking at this is fatalism, which is the basis of most eastern religions, which state that man’s destiny, is set and certain.

24.  Another way is autonomy, which says that all things are uncertain and therefore history goes on chaotically.

25. True biblical sovereignty is based on the creator/creation concept with the creator outside the universe and the created beings within. 

Three non salvation examples:- 

(a)
Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck. The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute. Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved. They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man. (Acts 27)

(b)
The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification. We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven. We need to be actively involved in the chain of events. (Romans 8:28)

(c)
Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time. He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven. (Daniel 9:2)

God promises certain things but they are contingent on our prayer Using the principle of the sovereignty of God we can be confident in prayer if we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. (James 4:2)

26. Can free will be neutral? The answer is no, one is either positive or negative towards God. For instance if a young man is keen on a girl and is asked if he is going to marry her and he answers he does not know. As long as he debates the question he will not marry her and is therefore negative to marriage.

27. Every attack in the Christian life has one common feature, the denial of the Word of God as shown in the temptation of our Lord. Each of them therefore is an attack on the character of God.

28. The act of negative free will to the plan of God is given in (Romans 1:18-32.)

In this passage:- 

(a)
the unbeliever holds the truth in unrighteousness. (v18)

(b)
the power of God is clearly seen by all men. (v19-20)

(c)
they became vain in their imaginations and worshipped part of the creation rather than the creator. (v21-23)

(d)
the result is sexual and other perversions. (v24-31)

(e)
they end up encouraging others to defy God. (v32)

29.  Are the majority always right?  A scriptural example of this was Elijah and the prophets of Baal in (1 Kings 18) where on a public opinion basis Elijah would have been considered wrong. 

The concept that public opinion is always correct comes from the French philosopher Rousseau who stated "the most general will is always the most just also, the voice of the people is in fact the voice of God".

Another good example of this would be the public opinion that happened at the crucifixion of Christ.

30. There are therefore two classes in the Christian life, positive or negative to God's will.

31. In Old Testament times physical idols were common. The idols nowadays are commonly abstract in the form of ideas and concepts. It is up to the Christian to challenge these concepts where they occur.

BOOKS
1. There are several books mentioned in the Bible:-

a) The Book of Life.

b) Lamb's Book of Life.

c) The Books of Works.

2. The Book of Life contains the names of all who are physically alive.  

[a] Names can be blotted out. (Revelation 3:5)

[b] However the names of Christian believers will never be blotted out but others, those who are lost, are blotted out. 

[c] Those who are blotted out of the book of life are removed from the Book of Life on their physical death if they have not accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

[d] Their inclusion in the Book of Life shows the possibility of all to be saved which is God's will for the unbeliever (2 Peter 3:9) (See Sin:  Atonement - Unlimited Atonement).

3. The Lamb's Book of Life is the record of the eternal purposes of God. The names in it are written through God's foreknowledge from before the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8, 21:27). 

They can never be blotted out. All that are written in the Lamb's Book of Life have eternal life. It is based on God being all-knowing.

4. The Book of Works are books from which unbelievers are judged at the Last Judgment at the Great White Throne. (Revelation 20:11-15). 

The good works in the Books of Works are held up in comparison to the good work of Christ and demonstrated to be deficient. They are then sentenced to the lake of fire - the second death. (Revelation 20:11-15)

CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN

1. Hypostasis means standing together under one essence, two things united under one with no loss or transfer to the other and no change to either. In the person of Jesus Christ the two natures, divine and human, were inseparably linked with no loss or transfer of properties or attributes, and no mixture or loss of separate identity the union was personal and eternal. The Lord Jesus Christ is still perfectly human and divine  Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-14, Romans 1:2-5, Romans 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 1:4

2. The incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ included undiminished deity. Jesus Christ is God, He remained co equal and co eternal with the Father while on earth. Christ is eternal because God is eternal life. His deity was never affected by His death, resurrection and session. As God Jesus Christ could not die. However as a baby in the cradle he was holding the universe together.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was also true humanity; body, soul and spirit although due to the virgin birth he had no old sin nature 1 Peter 2:22

4. The two natures of Jesus Christ are united with no transfer of attributes. Each set of attributes corresponds to the respective natures. The divine attributes such as eternal life, all knowing, everywhere, refers to His divine nature, the human attributes correspond to His human nature. To remove any attribute from His deity would be to destroy deity.

5. No aspect of the divine nature was lacking, although certain attributes were not exercised in line with the Father's plan Matthew 4:1-10

6. The union of the two natures in the person of Christ must be considered personal, human to the human, divine to the divine. They are never mixed. The union was therefore personal and hypostatic; one essence with two natures.

7. Deity did not indwell humanity or possess it. The union was more than sympathy and harmony, it was unique combining the two natures eternally. He is the God – man

8. Christ had two natures in one person, therefore he could be supremely powerful yet weak at the same time.

a) Deity cannot be tempted, humanity can. Matthew 4:1-10

b) Deity cannot thirst, humanity can John 19:28. 

c) Deity is omniscient , humanity learns Luke 2:40,52

9. The necessity of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in the following:-

a) To be our Saviour he had to be man as God cannot die. Hebrews 2:14,15, Philippians 2:7,8

b) To be our mediator He had to be equal with both God and man  Job 9:2, 32-33,  1 Timothy 2:5-6

c) To be our High Priest He must be a man. Hebrews 7:4,5 14-28; 10:5, 10-14

d) To be a king he must be a man, a Jew in the line of David. Psalm 89:20-37, 2 Samuel 7:8-16

10. There are three categories of sayings or actions of the Lord:

a) From his deity alone John 8:58

b) From his humanity alone John 19:28

c) From his hypostatic union - John 11:25,26

11. The uniqueness of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is a key doctrine to understand for all believers, for it is on this point that the accurate preaching of the gospel rests. 1 Timothy 3:16

12. The gospel in one word is Immanuel - God with us. John's testimony on this point John 1:14. In Christ we see God's love and favour towards man. As God revealed himself in the Old Testament, so He perfectly reveals himself in the person of the unique person of the universe , the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 22:11  

“Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Far


rachaq

raw-khak'
be or become distant, be removed, go far away

Trouble

tsarah

tsaw-raw'
adversity, affliction, anguish, distress, tribulation, trouble

Near

qarob  

kaw-robe'
near (in place, kindred or time)

None

ayin

ay'-yin

nothing, not, nought

Help

azar

aw-zar' 

to help, succour, support

Be not far from me:  The doctrine of the omnipresence of God, found in 2 Chronicles 2:6; Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:49 shows this comment to be either the emotional reaction of a man under testing, or a prayer for help couched in poetic terms.  God never leaves nor forsakes those who are his (Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:5; Isaiah 41:10) and if there are moments when one seems to be forsaken of God it is not so, but the pressure has been allowed for God’s good purpose.  In the case of Christ, and anyone who knows and believes God’s word, this would be a prayer for help.

Such pressure can become extreme when one’s eyes are fixed on the approaching trouble and on the indifference or enmity of men (none to help), but when God is in view what does it matter that the heathen rage or that the kings of the earth set themselves against God’s child for God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble (Psalm46: 1; see also Hebrews 13:6).

In Psalm 55:22 David tells us to cast thy burden upon the LORD and as we continue on in this psalm it would appear that this is exactly what he did.

Psalm 22:12-13 

“Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Bulls

par  

par

young bull, steer, bullock

Compassed
sabab

saw-bab'

revolve, surround or border

Strong

abbiyr

ab-beer'

mighty, valiant

Bashan

bashan

baw-shawn'
district east of the Jordan known for its fertility 

Beset

kathar

kaw-thar'
to surround, encircle

Gaped

patsah

paw-tsaw'
to part, open, separate

Ravening
taraph

taw-raf' 

to tear, rend, pluck

Roaring

shaag

shaw-ag'

rumble or moan: - roar

Lion

ariy  

ar-ee'

lion

Many bulls have compassed me:  The bullock is a symbol of perverse and aggressive power and is used in regard to perverse and aggressive men throughout scripture (Isaiah 51:20; Psalm 68:30; Amos 4:1).  These are more than ordinary bulls however for they are bulls fed on the rich pastures of Bashan and therefore large and powerful beasts.  The surrounding enemies are seen as a great number of aggressive and powerful beasts.

On Bashan: the Easton Bible Dictionary writes: “…first mentioned in Genesis 14:5, where it is said that Chedorlaomer and his confederates "smote the Rephaim in Ashteroth" (east of the Jordan river) where Og the king of Bashan had his residence. At the time of Israel's entrance into the Promised Land, Og came out against them, but was utterly routed (Numbers 21:33-35; Deuteronomy 3:1-7). This country extended from Gilead in the south to Hermon in the north, and from the Jordan on the west to Salcah on the east. Along with the half of Gilead it was given to the half-tribe of Manasseh (Joshua 13:29-31)… 

Bashan almost disappears from history, although we read of the wild cattle of its rich pastures (Ezekeil 39:18; Psalm 22:12), the oaks of its forests (Isaiah 2:13; Ezekeil 27:6; Zechariah 11:2), and the beauty of its extensive plains (Amos 4:1; Jeremiah 50:19). 

Soon after the conquest, the name "Gilead" was given to the whole country beyond Jordan.  After the Exile, Bashan was divided into four districts, (1.) Gaulonitis, or Jaulan, the most western; (2.) Auranitis, the Hauran (Ezekeil 47:16); (3.) Argob or Trachonitis, now the Lejah; and (4.) Batanaea, now Ard-el-Bathanyeh, on the east of the Lejah, with many deserted towns almost as perfect as when they were inhabited.”

In vs.7 the detractors are seen to open their mouths in scorn and derision but here the gaping of the mouth has a more murderous purpose, their derision has turned to malicious intent.  Clarke has it as, “They were fiercely and madly bent on my destruction.”  

The application of this verse to the passion of Christ reverses the order, from murderous intent to derision and scorn.  Luke 23:21 “But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him”; then later in Luke 23:35 “And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.”  Compare Matthew 27:22-25 with Matthew 27:41-43, and Mark 15:13 with Mark 15:29-32.

A ravening and a roaring lion:  The force of these words is greater when the uncalled-for particle of comparison ‘as’ is left out.  This verse should read, “They gaped upon me with their mouths, a ravening and a roaring lion”.  The psalmist does not mix his metaphors but keeps them distinct and separate, i.e. the ‘bulls of Bashan’ and a ‘ravening and roaring lion’.  
Psalm 22:14  

“I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Poured

shaphak

shaw-fak'
to pour, pour out, spill

Water

mayim

mah'-yim 
water, waters

Bones

etsem

eh'-tsem

bone, essence, substance

Joint

parad

paw-rad'

to separate, divide

Heart

leb

labe 

inner man, mind, will, heart, understanding

Wax

donag

do-nag'

wax (always figurative ‘of melting’)

Melted

masas

maw-sas'
to dissolve, melt

Midst

tavek

taw'-vek

midst, middle

Bowels

meeh

may-aw' 

internal organs, inward parts, bowels, intestines, belly

I am poured out like water:  Today we use a similar expression, which is probably derived from the scriptures: We say we are ‘as weak as water’ when feeling unwell.  Joshua 7:5 speaks of the hearts of the people “melting and becoming as water”.  The phrase has the meaning of weakness and here of physical weakness; where there is no strength left, no ability to keep upright.  In David’s case this verse speaks of psychosomatics, physical symptoms induced by mental stress (see also Psalm 31:9-12; Psalm 38)

The hands shake, the legs tremble as though the bones are out of joint giving no support to the body.  The heart may be affected, palpitations etc., but in such a case as is described here, the word leb speaks of the whole of the inner man.  The heart melting speaks of the internal workings of a man’s body becoming dysfunctional, the upsetting of the bowels will in turn flow on to effect the extremities, the arms, the hands and the legs.  

These are very human sufferings and though the Lord Jesus was “…in the likeness of sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3), it is inconceivable that such sufferings in his case were induced by psychosomatics.  It is conceivable however that they would result from the physical sufferings of crucifixion. 

Psalm 22:15  

“My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Strength

koach  

ko'-akh

strength, power, might

Dried

yabesh

yaw-bashe'
to make dry, wither, be dry, become dry, be dried up, be withered

Potsherd
cheres

kheh'-res
earthenware, clay pottery, shard, potsherd

Cleave 

dabaq

daw-bak'

to cling, stick, stay close

Jaws

malqoach
mal-ko'-akh
jaws, booty, prey

Brought

shaphath
shaw-fath'
to set, place, put, ordain

Dust

aphar

aw-fawr'

dry earth, dust, powder, ashes, earth

Death

maveth

maw'-veth
death, dying, Death (personified), realm of the dead

A potsherd is a fragment of pottery or earthenware.  Though the pottery was originally made to hold water etc., a broken pot can no longer do so, and a small fragment even less; there is no moisture whatsoever in such an object.   David’s strength had dissipated as water from broken pottery. 

My tongue cleaveth to my jaws: Most of us would have experienced the effects of thirst to some degree or other and know the dryness of mouth and thickness of tongue.  Extreme thirst causes the tongue to swell, filling the mouth, or as here, cleave dabaq to cling, to stick to the jaws, the inside of the mouth.  In times of intense excitement and apprehension such a dryness of the mouth can occur in any man but it is also evident from the gospels that Christ suffered from thirst induced by his agony (John 19:28).  

Thou hast brought me into the dust of death:  Death was expected at any moment.  In Daniel 12:2 the dead are seen to “sleep in the dust of the earth”, see also Isaiah 26:19; Psalm 22:15; Daniel 12:2 and compare them with Genesis 3:19 for “dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return”. 
The context of this passage (vss. 12-18) is one of extreme pressure, where the sufferer’s death was the intended goal and its accomplishment very near.  David’s poetic imagery adds colour and intensity to his narrative, yet in accordance to the will of God, such imagery was imminently suitable to describe the sufferings of Messiah.  

There are moments of intensity in this psalm where David goes way beyond his own experience into the realm of pure revelation.  There are statements in the next three verses, which can only be the results of revelation, for there is nothing in David’s recorded history that could account for them.  

Psalm 22:16  

“For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Dogs

keleb

keh'-leb

to yelp, or else to attack; a dog

Compassed
sabab

saw-bab'

go about or around, surround, encircle

Assembly
edah

ay-daw'

congregation, gathering

Wicked

raa

raw-ah'

to be bad, be evil

Enclosed
naqaph

naw-kaf'

to strike with violence; by implication to knock together, surround 

Pierced

ariy  

ar-ee

lion

Hands

yad

yawd

hand; strength, power

Feet

regel

reh'-gel

a foot (as used in walking); by implication a step

For dogs have compassed me:  In both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament, the designation ‘dog’ is usually of a contemptuous nature.  

The ISBE writes. “A dog, and especially a dead dog, is used as a figure of insignificance. Goliath says to David (1Samuel 17:43): "Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves?"  David says to Saul (1Samuel 24:14): "After whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea."  Mephibosheth says to David (2Samuel 9:8): "What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?"  The same figure is found in the words of Hazael to Elisha (2Kings 8:13). 

Other passages express by inference the low esteem in which dogs are held. Nothing worse could happen to a person than that dogs should devour his body (1Kings 14:11; 1Kings 16:4; 1Kings 21:19, 1Kings 21:23, etc.).  Job 30:1 says of the youth who deride him that he disdained to set their fathers with the dogs of his flock. In Philippians 3:2 and Revelation 22:15, dogs are coupled with evil-workers, sorcerers, etc. In Matthew 7:6 we read: "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast your pearls before the swine”.”

The wicked have enclosed me:  Evil and worthless men have compassed sabab or encircled me, and with violence have enclosed naqaph me.  Everything we have read up to this point could be related to David’s experience, his writings being coloured by emotions stimulated by memories of times of danger.  With a little imagination we could even feel for him, but unless the end phrase to this verse “they pierced my hands and my feet” can be made to fit David’s situation the thrust of this verse along with the next two verses must be taken as pure revelation of future events relating to Messiah.  

The translation“they pierced my hands and my feet” (so rendered in the KJV) hinges upon the word translated ‘they pierced’.  The word in its noun form ariy (used some eighty times) refers to a “full grown lion” (Vines) and in every case is translated ‘lion’.  

According to Alfred Barnes the word in this passage is a verb and used only twice, here and in Isaiah 38:13 where it is rendered ‘as a lion’.  He writes:  “All the ancient interpreters have taken the word here to be a verb, and in all the ancient versions it is rendered as if it were a verb...  …Gesenius admits that all the ancient interpreters have taken this as a verb, and says that it is “certainly possible” that it may be so.  He says that it may be regarded as a participle formed in the Aramaic manner (from kur), and in the plural number for kaariym, and says that in this way it would be properly rendered, ‘piercing, my hands and my feet’.”  Barnes continues “…From such high authority, and from the uniform mode of interpreting the word among the ancients, it may be regarded as morally certain that the word is a verb, and that it is not to be rendered, as in Isaiah 38:13, ‘as a lion’.”
Gill reports: “…in some copies, in the margin, it is "as a lion my hands and my feet", but in the text, "they have dug" or "pierced my hands and my feet"; both are joined together in the Targum, "biting as a lion my hands and my feet”.

(Note: The Targums were explanations of the Hebrew Scriptures in Chaldaic (Western Aramaic) for the benefit of those Jews who had partially or completely ceased to understand the sacred tongue.)

The thought expressed in Gill’s comments is evidently the thought behind some modern versions:  (CEV)  “Brutal enemies attack me like a pack of dogs, tearing at my hands and my feet.”  (GNB)  “An evil gang is around me; like a pack of dogs they close in on me; they tear at my hands and feet.”
It is possible that these are accurate renditions of David’s thoughts, yet the explicit use of ‘hands’ and ‘feet’ is difficult to appreciate when applied to him.  It is not difficult however when this passage is applied as prophecy, and seen in its fulfilment in the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ.  If there is any doubt as to the meaning in David’s case, the use of hands and feet are plainly revealed to be the facts regarding our Lord and his crucifixion (John 20:15).   

Psalm 22:17  

“I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
May tell

saphar

saw-far'

to score with a mark as a tally or record

Bones

etsem

eh'-tsem

bone, essence, substance

Look

nabaṭ

naw-bat'

behold, consider

Stare upon
raah

raw-aw'

to see, look at, inspect, perceive, consider

As we follow on from the previous verse’s clear reference to the wounds of crucifixion, this phrase to ‘make record of ones bones’ has great relevance to one whose body is being subjected to the forces of exhaustion and gravity.  Christ Jesus hung from his nailed hands, supported only by his nailed feet, and as exhaustion set in, the joints of his body would be painfully extended.  It doesn’t take a great deal of imagination to see that such a situation would allow one to detail all my bones.

They look… stare upon me:  The conjunction and is not in the original therefore to use both nabat and raah adds intensity to the action.   The dogs of vs.16, those who have violently enclosed him and nailed him to the Cross looked at him intently and because their attitude has been one of malicious hostility such looks must have been as hateful or derisive as were their words.

This expression is too extreme to be descriptive of anything applicable to David.  Becoming emaciated would allow one to ‘tell all my bones’, yet there is no evidence of such a thing happening to him.  There is no doubt that there were times he was hungry, yet to be so thin that he became an object of intense scrutiny is not recorded and highly unlikely:  It would require a sustained period of hunger, or starvation.  Anxiety and stress can do things to the body, and aches and pains may be behind this expression, yet would it attract intense scrutiny?  I think not.  

Psalm 22:18  

“They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Part


chalaq

khaw-lak'
to divide, share, plunder, allot, apportion, assign

Garments
begged

behg'-ed

apparel, garment, lap, rag, raiment, robe, vesture, wardrobe

Cast 

naphal

naw-fal'

to fall, lie, be cast down,

Lots


goral  

go-rawl

lot - pebbles used for systematically making decisions

Vesture

lebush  

leb-oosh'
clothing, garment, apparel, raiment

They part my garments:  Again there is no record of anything like this as being David’s experience, yet when we read the account of our Lord’s crucifixion, it is seen in perfect detail.  There is no real difference between begged ‘garments’ and lebush ‘vesture’ and from this passage it might seem to be only a parallelism, but the repetition brings out the accuracy with which God the Holy Spirit gives to his record of future events.  

And cast lots upon my vesture:  The soldiers divided his upper garment into four parts, each soldier taking a part; but they agreed not to divide his tunic or inward vestment (chiton) and cast lots to see whose it would be, for it was without seam, woven in one entire piece.  Of this passage in Psalm 22, the Roman soldiers were almost certainly ignorant; but they fulfilled it to the letter. The Spirit of God foresaw this, making this verse and those in context, a direct revelation concerning Jesus Christ (c.f. Matthew 27:35; Luke 23:34; John 19:23-24).

Psalm 22:19-20  

“But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me. Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.  Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Far


rachaq

raw-khak' 
to be far, be distant

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Strength

eyaluth

eh-yaw-looth'
power, by implication protection: - strength

Haste 

chush 

koosh 

to haste, make haste: - hurry

Help

ezrah  

ez-raw

help, succour, assistance


Deliver

natsal

naw-tsal'

to snatch away, deliver, rescue, save, strip, plunder

Soul

nephesh

neh'-fesh
soul, self, life, person, appetite, mind, emotion, passion

Sword

chereb

kheh'-reb
a knife, sword, or other sharp implement

Darling

yachiyd

yaw-kheed'
only, only one, solitary, one (very self, soul)

Power

yad

yawd

hand (of man); strength, power

Dog

keleb

keh'-leb

to yelp, or else to attack; a dog

Save

yasha

yaw-shah'
to save, be saved, be delivered

Lion


ariy  

ar-ee'

a lion: - (young) lion

Heard

anah

aw-naw'

to heed, that is, pay attention; by implication to respond

Horns

qeren

keh'-ren

horn; of strength

Unicorns

reem  

reh-ame'

probably the great aurochs or wild bulls which are now extinct

Such was the agony of soul during this trial that the sufferer was constant in his plea for divine relief, for the return of intimacy with his God.  See also vs.11 and compare them both with vs.1. 

My soul… my darling:  Soul or nephesh is the inner man but is here used to denote the whole man.  It is equivalent to “deliver me.”  It is therefore a parallelism to my darling yachiyd (only one), which according to Gesenius (Lexicon), is used poetically for life, as being something most dear, or as denoting all that we have, and, therefore, most precious.  Barnes believes this to be the most probable interpretation as it would correspond with the expression in the first part of the parallelism, “Deliver my soul.”

Gill agrees: "My only one"; meaning his life or soul… so called, not because there is but one soul in the body, but because it was dear and valuable to him; and hence we render it "darling", an only one being usually the darling of its parents; so a man's life is dear to him…”

The sword chereb, a knife, sword, or other sharp implement is also parallel to the power of the dog, for as we saw in vs.16, dogs were instrumental in the piercing of the hands and feet.  If we accept the possible rendition for that verse, “like a pack of dogs, tearing at my hands and my feet”, then the parallelism here is unmistakable.

In these verses we have intense prayer for support and deliverance: “be not thou far from me, O LORD… haste thee to help me… Deliver my soul…  Save me” and from what?  The sword, dogs, ravening and roaring lions and from the unicorns, for the implication here is that it was while he was on the horns of these unicorns that the LORD heard him.

Unicorn reem seems in all probability to be the great aurochs or wild bulls, which are now extinct.  If this were so then they would be parallel to the “strong bulls of Bashan” in vs.12.  The unicorns and the bulls of Bashan are the powerful adversaries who had arrayed themselves against the LORD’S anointed, and seeing these animals are being used in this figurative way, so horns qeren should also be used, as reference to the power (political and military ) of these men.    

Unicorn: 

Described as an animal of great ferocity and strength and untamable ((Numbers 23:22; Numbers 24:8; Isaiah 34:7; Job 39:9), it is translated "wild oxen" in the RV.  It was in reality a two-horned animal; but the exact reference of the word so rendered (reem) is doubtful. Some have supposed it to be the buffalo; others, the white antelope, called by the Arabs rim. Most probably, however, the word denotes the Bos primigenius ("primitive ox"), which is now extinct all over the world. This was the auerochs of the Germans, and the urus described by Caesar (Gal. Bel., vi.28) as inhabiting the Hercynian forest. The word thus rendered has been found in an Assyrian inscription written over the wild ox or bison, which some also suppose to be the animal intended (c.f. Deuteronomy 33:17; Psalm 29:6; Psalm 92:10).  From the Easton Bible Dictionary

Unicorns:

DESCRIBED AS:

Intractable in disposition

Job 39:9; Job 39:10; Job 39:12 

Of vast strength

Job 39:11 

The young being remarkable for their agility

Psalm 29:6 

ILLUSTRATIVE:

Of God as the strength of Israel

Numbers 23:22; Numbers 24:8

Of the wicked

Isaiah 34:7 

(Horns of,) of the strength of the descendants of Joseph

Deuteronomy 33:17 

(Horns of,) of the strength of powerful enemies

Psalm 22:21 

(The position of its horns,) of the exaltation of saints

Psalm 92:10





From RA Torrey’s New Topical Textbook

DOCTRINE

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT
1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a) The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b) The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1 Corinthians 2:14-16).

c) At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a) The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b) The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c) He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d) The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a) Deals with human understanding.

b) Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self-pity).

c) Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d) Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e) Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g) Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h) Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i) Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j) Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

Psalm 22:22-23  

“I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.  Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Declare

saphar

saw-far'

to count, recount, relate

Name

shem

shame

name; reputation, fame, glory

Brethren

ach

awkh

brother; sibling, relative, kinship, same tribe

Midst

tavek

taw'-vek

midst, middle

Congregation
qahal

kaw-hawl
assembly, company, congregation, multitude

Praise

halal

haw-lal'

to shine; to praise, boast, be boastful

Fear

yare

yaw-ray'

fearing, reverent, afraid

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Seed

zera

zeh'-rah

seed, sowing, offspring, descendants, posterity

Jacob

yaaqob

yah-ak-obe'
the Israelitish patriarch: - Jacob

Glorify

kabad  

kaw-bad

to be heavy, be weighty, be glorious, be honoured

Israel

yisrael

yis-raw-ale'
he will rule as God: a name of Jacob and of his posterity: - Israel

We now enter into what can only be described as pure praise and thanksgiving, intimating that fellowship has been restored, help received and deliverance obtained.  

The inspired writer of the letter to the Hebrews adds this verse to his review of the purpose of Christ’s sufferings:  i.e. “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.  For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one (of one Father): for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,; Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee” (Hebrews 2: 9-12).  (The ‘Church’, the Gk. ekklesia, has the same meaning as the Heb. qahal, or congregation.)

The use of Psalm 22:22 in Hebrews makes it clear that the previous verses of this psalm were intended by God to foretell the crucifixion experience of Messiah/Christ and that vs.22 itself expresses his reaction after his ordeal was over and the great act of salvation and sanctification was completed (c.f. Hebrews 2: 10-11).  

I will declare thy name: Throughout his ministry Christ declared the character and glory of God (John 5:17-47; John 14:6-11).  His ministry was to the whole nation; the whole congregation of Israel but there were very few who believed in him and it was these few that are identified as his brethren (Matthew 12:48-50).  We see then that this exhortation to the seed of Jacob and the seed of Israel to praise, glorify and fear God was fulfilled in Jesus preaching godliness to the Jews and, though only in a minority, their acceptance of his message.  

There is no mention of the Nations (Gentiles) here, because Messiah was not to be sent to them but “…unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel” and until it became clear that the Jews were bent on rejecting him, Christ Jesus commanded his disciples to do the same (Matthew 15:24 see also Matthew 10:5-6).  This created the principle, which the apostle Paul enunciated in Romans 1:16 “… it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek”.  Compare this with Matthew 21:43 and Acts 13:46.

DOCTRINES

CHURCH
1. Greek EKKLESIA (literally "the called out ones")

This word is used four different ways in scripture.

a) Citizen Assembly (Acts 19:32)

b) Assembly of Israel (Acts 7:38)

c) Synagogue (Matthew 18:17)

d) Body of Christ (all believers) (Ephesians 1:22,23, 5:25-7, Colossians 1:18)

2. The church is said to be a mystery. (Ephesians 3:1-6, Colossians 1:25,26, Romans 16:25,26). Mystery - something that was hidden in the past in the Old Testament period but is now revealed.

3. The Church began at  Pentecost 32 AD (Acts 2) and will be removed from the earth at the Rapture (1 Thess 4:17)

4. Believers in the Church Age are unique, having spiritual blessings, which did not exist in the Old Testament.

a) Every believer is united with Christ, in the Body of Christ.

b) Jesus Christ indwells every believer.

c) The Holy Spirit indwells every believer.

d) Every believer is a priest, praying and serving directly to God.

e) We have a completed canon of scripture.

f) Believers are commanded to live by the Spirit, not by Law.

g) Every believer is an ambassador of Christ.

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION
1. The principle of inspiration is found in (2 Timothy 3:16) "All Scripture is God breathed". Gk. THEO PNEUSTOS. 

The Holy Spirit communicated to the human authors God's complete plan (2 Samuel 23:2, 3, Isaiah 59:21, Jeremiah 1:9, Matthew 22:42, 43, Mark 12:36, Acts 4:24, 25, 28:25) 

The human authors of Scripture so wrote that in spite of their personalities, they were able to communicate God's plan with perfect accuracy in the language they wrote.

2. The origin of Scripture is beyond human viewpoint. (2 Peter 1:20, 21)

3. The Bible is the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:16) Therefore it is the absolute standard for believers. (Psalm 138:2) 

4. Precanon revelation from God occurred through the Holy Spirit. There was no written scripture until the time of Moses. (2 Samuel 23:2, Ezekiel 2:2, 8:3, 11:1, 24, Micah 3:8, Hebrews 3:7)

5. Four categories of Old Testament revelation:

a) The spoken word - thus saith the Lord. (Isaiah 6:9, 10, Acts 28:25)

b) Dreams. (Numbers 12:6, Genesis 15:12, 31:10-13, 31:24, Daniel 10:9) -whilst asleep.

c) Visions. (Isaiah 1:1, 6:1, 1 Kings 22:19) - whilst awake.

d) Angelic teaching. (Deuteronomy 33:2, Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19, Psalm 68:17)

6. The extent of revelation:

a) The unknown past - the Bible portrays past historical details unknown to man apart from revelation. (Genesis 1-11). The accuracy of these historical facts is guaranteed by inspiration. e.g. Creation, Noah's Flood.

b) Ancient history - whilst the Bible is not a text book of history, all historical citations are accurate.

c) Objective law - the Old Testament contains many laws for both individuals and national life. These laws express perfectly the mind of God to those people to whom they are addressed.

d) Some portions of the Bible contain direct quotations from God. The doctrine of inspiration guarantees that such quotations are properly recorded exactly as God desired.

e) God uses the emotions, trials and triumphs of certain believers to declare His grace in devotional literature like the Psalms, Song of Solomon

f) Inspiration extends to the recording of falsehoods just as they were uttered. Satan Genesis 3:4

g) Inspiration guarantees the accuracy of all recorded prophecies.

Psalm 22:24  

“For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Despised
bazah

baw-zaw'
to despise, hold in contempt, disdain

Abhorred
shaqats

shaw-kats'
to detest, make abominable, count filthy, make detestable

Affliction

enuth

en-ooth'

affliction, hardship, misery

Afflicted

aniy

aw-nee'

poor, afflicted, humble, wretched

Hid


sathar

saw-thar'
to hide, conceal

Face

paniym

paw-neem'
face, presence, person

Cried

shava

shaw-vah'
to cry out (for help), shout

Heard

shama

shaw-mah'
to hear, listen to, obey (verb)

The reasons for the exhortation to praise, glorify and fear the LORD in the previous verse are now given.  

Though the sufferer had suffered utter humiliation to the point of being abandoned by God and men, it was for a little while only, and though the reason for his suffering is not directly revealed in the psalm, in the renewal of his fellowship with the LORD he finds, not seeming disdain or detestation but acceptance and esteem.  God in grace has turned his face toward the petitioner, listened to his cry and responded.  The contrast from feelings of humiliation to intense joy is good reason for praise and thanksgiving.  

Up to this point, the psalm has been written in the first person, in this verse it is written in the third person showing that all who are afflicted and cry unto God will be heard, therefore “Ye (all you) that fear the LORD, praise him” (vs.23), for he has not despised (ignored) your affliction: It becomes a very personal application.  

It is when we look into such N.T. passages as Hebrews 2:9-12 (as we did in the previous verse) that we see its application to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Barnes writes, “Though the darkness seemed to continue until death, yet it was not an utter forsaking. His prayer was heard; his work was accepted; the great object for which he came into the world would be accomplished; he himself would rise triumphantly from his sufferings; and the cause, which he came to establish, and for which he died, would finally prevail in the world. Compare Hebrew 5:7-8; John 11:42; Isaiah 53:11-12.”
In vss.6-8 we see the attitude of self-righteous and religious men; men who looked on Christ with contempt and ridicule, in this verse however we are shown the LORD’S attitude to the affliction of the afflicted.  Those afflictions were of such a nature as to bring salvation to the world of men, including those who despise him (1John 2:2).  The LORD hath not despised nor abhorred his afflictions for they were in accordance with God’s will in the eternal plan of salvation for mankind.  

Gill writes: “…the sacrifice of Christ was of a sweet smelling savour to him; he was well pleased with his righteousness, his law being magnified and made honourable by it; and his death was precious in his sight, being the propitiation for the sins of his people; so far was he from despising and abhorring the afflictions of his son.”   For this reason, those that ‘fear’ the LORD (vs.23) are exhorted to praise him.

Neither hath he hid his face from him:  Men turned from him (Isaiah 53:3), but God, though he forsook him for a while and in judgment hid his face from him for a moment (that he might bear the whole curse of the law for us); yet turned again in restoration of fellowship. Gill paraphrased. 

But when he cried unto him, he heard:  The cry with which this psalm begins, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" (Psalm 22:1; c.f. Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34) contains desolation that only Messiah was to experience, we experience loss of fellowship but Christ suffered judgment for sin.  Something of this cry is brought out as we read Christ’s prayer in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37-39; Mark 14:32-39; Luke 22:44; see also Hebrews 5:7).

DOCTRINE

CHRIST:  CRIES OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS  see Page 19

CHRIST:  ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST
Isaiah 53 is one of the most famous chapters in the Bible and portrays prophetically the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prophecy - 53:1 “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” 

Fulfilment - John 12:38

Prophecy - 53:2  “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.” 

Fulfilment - Philippians 2:5-8

Prophecy - 53:3  “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” 

Fulfilment - John 1:11, Matthew 26:38; 27:20-22,

Prophecy - 53:4  “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 8:16, 27:41-43

Prophecy - 53:5  “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:26-29, Colossians 1:20, 1 Peter 2:24

Prophecy - 53:6  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

Fulfilment - Romans 3:23, 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Prophecy - 53:7  “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” – 

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:12-14, 1 Peter 2:23.

Prophecy - 53:8  “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”

Fulfilment - Luke 23:4-33, John 18:3-30

Prophecy - 53:9  “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:24, 57-60

Prophecy - 53:10  “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” 

Fulfilment - John 3:16, Romans 8:32

Prophecy - 53:11  “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.:

Fulfilment - John 19:34, Romans 4:25

Prophecy - 53:12  “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

Fulfilment - Mark 15:27, Luke 23:34, John 19:28-31

Psalm 22:25  

“My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Praise

tehillah

teh-hil-law'

praise, adoration, thanksgiving

Great

rab

rab


much, many, great

Congregation
qahal

kaw-hawl

assembly, company, congregation

Pay


shalam

shaw-lam'

to complete, finish

Vows

neder  

neh'-der


a thing promised: - vow

Before

neged

neh'-ghed

in front of, straight forward, before, in sight of

Fear

yare

yaw-ray'


fearing; morally reverent

My praise shall be of thee:  David was never in a position to sing his praises of God in the ‘great’ congregation, though some may say he does so by means of his psalms.  As we saw in vs.22 the ‘congregation’ there was in reference to Israel, here it is the ‘great’ congregation and is almost certainly the Church, which includes Jews and Gentiles, and over the centuries has and will continue to encompass many tens of millions of people. Compare this with vs.27. 

I will pay my vows:  Jesus, in his declaration “thy will, not mine be done” (Luke 22:42), makes his vow, confirming the promise made “before the foundation of the world” (1Peter 1:20, c.f. 2Timothy 1:9, 2Timothy 1:10; Titus 1:2, Revelation 13:8) when, as Gill writes, “…in the council and covenant of grace, he engaged (vowed) to become a surety for his people, to assume their nature, to suffer and die for them, to redeem them from sin and misery, and bring them nigh to God, and save them with an everlasting salvation”.  

Before them that fear him: Though the work entailed in the vow was finished at the Cross, Messiah’s vow is paid (complete) when those who ‘fear’ God are standing before him (the proof is in the pudding as it were).  This is a similar construction to our sanctification in Christ (John 3:15-16, John 1:12, John 5:24): complete in Christ yet not completed until the redemption of our bodies at the resurrection (Romans 8:23; Ephesians 1:14).  See doctrine below. 

DOCTRINE  

SALVATION:  SANCTIFICATION
1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus (1Corinthians 1:2).

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1:  At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification (1Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7).

b) Stage 2:  Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality (Romans 16:2; 1Corinthians 1-2).

c) Stage 3:  Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification (1John 3:2).

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore:

a) protects us from divine judgment (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever

c) makes us a new creature in Christ (2Corinthians 5:17)

d) guarantees eternal security for every believer (Romans 8:38, 39).

5.  However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21).  When controlled by his carnal nature however, the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6.  When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1Thessalonians 5:23).

Psalm 22:26  

“The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live forever.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Meek

anav  

aw-nawv'
poor, humble, afflicted, meek

Eat


akal

aw-kal'

to eat, devour, burn up, feed

Satisfied

saba 

saw-bah

to be satisfied, be sated, be fulfilled

Praise

halal

haw-lal'

to praise, boast, be boastful

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Seek

darash

daw-rash'
to resort to, seek, seek with care, enquire

Heart

lebab

lay-bawb'
inner man, mind, will, heart, soul, understanding

Live


chayah

khaw-yaw'
to live, have life, remain alive, sustain life

Forever

ad

ad

perpetuity, forever, continuing future

The meek: are those who humbly accept life as the Lord provides; are those who learn “…in whatsoever state they are, therewith to be content” (Philippians 4:11; Hebrews 13:5) and in their contentment are satisfied (see Matthew 6:30-32 c.f. Psalm 37:3, Psalm 55:22 where the Lord’s providence is assured).  

Shall praise the LORD: This necessitates belief in God and an enquiring mind to seek him, which will elicit a gracious response from God in giving them reason for praising him.  Such a response from God is guaranteed for “I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me” (Proverbs 11:18, see also Proverbs 8:17; Jeremiah 29:13; Matthew 6:33; 2Peter 1:10, 2Peter 3:14).  The end result will be that those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 

Your heart shall live forever:  Heart lebab is not referring to the heart muscle but to the inner man, the soul; that immaterial part of man that has been made in the image of God (see below).  Live chayah means to have life and coupled with ad meaning perpetuity, the combination means ‘liver forever’:  a continuing future: eternal life.

Man – The Image Of God

Genesis 1:26   “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”. 

Image Heb. tselem, image, likeness (of resemblance)

Likeness Heb. demuth, resemblance; in the physical sense – model or shape: - fashion, manner, similitude

Vine’s Expository Dictionary says of these two words: “It is noteworthy that in Genesis 1:26, (the first occurrence of the word) the image of God is represented by two Hebrew words (selem and demut); by selem alone in Genesis 1:27 and 9:6; and demut alone in Genesis 5:1.  This plus the fact that in other contexts the words are used exactly the same leads to the conclusion that the use of both in passages such as Genesis 1:26 is for literary effect.”  

The way Genesis 1 is written makes it evident that man was to see himself as distinct and separate from the swarming mass of other creatures, for we read, “Let the waters bring forth the moving creature that hath life”; “let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind” and then “let us make man”.  In this, God leads our thoughts toward a pinnacle of his (nephesh), his living creation.  From the waters God brings forth a myriad of life forms including monstrous creatures and the winged fowl, the birds:  From the earth he makes other categories of living creatures, quadrupeds and reptiles, then in a separate and distinct decision, God says, “Let us make man… in our image”.   

Man was to be something beyond what had come before.  Let us make asah man; make him from existing materials (the dust of the earth, Genesis 2:7), modelled on the same principles as those creatures that came from the earth (Genesis 1:24), yet with a far greater dimension, “in our image, after our likeness”. 

Up to this point in the narrative we know God to be above and beyond his creation (he is infinite), that he is a spirit (Genesis 1:2) and that he thinks, speaks, wills, and acts (Genesis 1:3-4, etc.).  Therefore, from this context alone we can conclude that if we are made in God’s image, it must be an image that reflects only those characteristics of God appropriate to the limitations of our material and finite body: These would be the attributes of consciousness and volition. 

Because the material part of man’s being (his body) is so obviously unlike God, logic demands that the image of God must be within the intellectual side of man’s being, yet manifesting itself through the body in thinking, willing, speaking and acting.

In Ephesians 4:24 (see also Colossians 3:10) Paul tells us that God’s image is “righteousness and true holiness”, which would indicate that Adam was made a righteous and holy being, a fact that Genesis 1:31 asserts, “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, very good”.  This then is what places man above all of God’s physical creation, the capacity for godly thinking and behaviour, the ability to appreciate God.  This also explains the innate desire of fallen man to worship, and because of ignorance (wilful or otherwise), the proliferation of religion.   

Psalm 22:27  

“All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Ends

ephes

eh'-fes

ceasing, end, finality

World

erets

eh'-rets

land, earth

Remember
zakar

zaw-kar'

to remember, recall, call to mind

Turn

shub

shoob

to return, turn back

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Kindreds

mishpachah
mish-paw-khaw'
family, tribe, people, nation

Nations

goy 

go'ee

Gentile, heathen, nation, people

Worship

shachah

shaw-khaw'
to bow down, prostrate oneself

Before

paniym

paw-neem'
face

All the ends of the world:  The world (an almost perfect sphere) is often depicted as having four corners: “And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth” (Isaiah 11:12; Jeremiah 9:26; Jeremiah 25:23; Jeremiah 49:32; Revelation 7:1).  ‘Ends of the world’ is used in the same way; a means of conveying an impression of totality, of every part, of every nation. 

  Shall remember and turn unto the LORD: To remember is an attribute of intellect, therefore it is the race of men, of every nation, from the four corners of the earth, who in times past had had knowledge of God but through neglect or indifference had forgotten him (See Doctrine: NIMROD – INTERNATIONALISM): people from these nations will remember and shub, turn back to the LORD.  

All the kindreds of the nations shall worship:  Again we see the parallelism of Hebrew poetry, for to worship shachah is to bow down, to prostrate oneself before thee (the LORD) and requires the active participation of mind and body, parallel to remember and turn.

This verse, following such clear references to Messiah’s sacrifice, is prophecy regarding the effect the Christian gospel would have on the Gentile world, and it is these people who will make up the ‘great congregation’ of vs.25.  ‘All the ends’ and ‘all the kindreds’ are referring to nations and families (or tribes), not to every individual person within those nations/tribes.  By the end of the Church age, every nation/tribe will be represented by the redeemed “out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation” (Revelation 5:9), and in the kingdom to come all nations and tribes will be represented in worship before the LORD.

DOCTRINE

NIMROD - INTERNATIONALISM
1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 10:8,9; 1 Chronicles 1:10.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Great grandson of Noah through Ham and Cush. He was probably very dark in complexion as the Cushites were the original Ethiopians. Nimrod is said to be a great warrior before the Lord (Genesis 10:8,9). Nimrod had an extensive kingdom, including the great cities of Babel (Babylon), Erech (Warka), Accad (Agade), Calneh and all the land of Shinar. This was the location of the tower of Babel. Hamurabbi, the great law-giver who lived about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel. He dedicated it to Nimrod (Marduk), the original builder. The tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at this time and a focal point for internationalism. Nimrod's extensive empire and strength combined to make him a formidable leader and conceivably the first world ruler after the flood. Nimrod's land also included inner Assyria, called the land of Nimrod in Micah 5:6, between Nineveh and Calah.

3. EVALUATION:  Genesis 11.

a) The whole world after the Ark landed on Ararat was of one language and speech (verse 1).

b) After wandering for some while, they came to the plain of Shinar and dwelt there (verse 2).

c) God had told them to multiply and inhabit the earth (Genesis 9:7).

d) Man, however, remained centralised in the plain of Shinar where they constructed a tower (verses 3,4).

e) The purpose of the tower was to reach heaven from the earth and to rebel against God's orders (verse 4).

f) God recognised that the whole of mankind had concentrated, and such concentration would cause severe problems for their future (verses 5,6).

g) He causes a myriad of languages to come upon man to force them into national units (verse 7).

h) With the various languages, the people on the plain of Shinar disperse and migrate to fill the earth (verse 8).

i) The name of the place was called Babel because of the confusion of languages (verse 9).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Concentration of power causes oppression and degeneracy (Revelation 13:16-18).

b) God promotes nationalism and judges internationalism. There is no such thing as the brotherhood of man. Man is divided into two groups:  believers who are children of God (Romans 8:14-17), and unbelievers who are children of the devil (John 8:44).

c) God confused tongues (languages) at the Tower of Babel. God gave the gift of tongues in the early church to give the gospel in foreign languages (1 Corinthians 12-14).

d) Man is always attempting by his own works to pull God down from heaven. God judges man's works and will not allow man to operate outside His plan (Numbers 22-24).

e) Babel and the Church:

i) Started in unity - the church started in unity being in one place in one accord (Acts 2:1).

ii) Ambition for power - a power struggle commenced in the church with several bishoprics attempting to gain supreme power (1 Peter 5:3).

iii) Man-made unity - under the medieval papacy the church was one over a large area of the known world with one language, LATIN. Religious internationalism.

iv) Confusion of languages - the reformation caused each country to worship and have the Bible in their own languages. Christian nationalism.

NATIONS:  DESTINY OF NATIONS
1. In the Scriptures there are four words used for the non-Jewish, non-church groups. They are nations, gentiles, people and heathen. They are distinguished from the Jews and Church (1 Corinthians 10:32).

2. There is a time of history called the times of the Gentiles.

a) It began when God gave them world rulership (Daniel 2:38; Jeremiah 27:6,7).

b) It is fulfilled when Christ returns (Luke 21:24).

c) It ends when Christ sets up His kingdom (Daniel 2:44; Revelation 11:15).

It should not be confused with the Gentile or Family dispensation.

3. The destiny of nations is determined by their relationship:-

a) their relationship to God (Psalm 33:12).

b) to the law (Proverbs 14:34)

c) to Satan (Isaiah 14:12,16)

d) to God's programme (Acts 15:14)

e) to the Jews (Genesis 12:3).

4. Prophetically, the destiny of nations is given as:

a) Distress will come to them (Matthew 24:12; Luke 21:25).

b) Many will be saved during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:9,14).

c) War, famine and disease will affect them (Matthew 24:7,22).

d) A world ruler will rule all nations (Revelation 13:7).

e) All nations gather at Armageddon (Zechariah 14:2; Revelation 16:13-16).

f)  Christ will return in judgment (Revelation 19:11-21).

g) Righteous Gentiles will enter His kingdom (Matthew 25:31-34).

h) Nations will serve Him (Daniel 7:14).

i) They continue into eternity (Revelation 21:24-26).

Psalm 22:28 

“For the kingdom is the LORD's: and he is the governor among the nations.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Kingdom

melukah

mel-oo-kaw'
kingship, royalty, kingly office

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Governor
mashal

maw-shal'
to rule, have dominion, reign

Nations

goy  

go'ee

Gentile, heathen, nation, people

In the latter part of this psalm (vs.22 on), we see the transition from Judaism to the fulness of the LORD’S kingdom.  

With the benefit of New Testament revelation, we now know that that transition incorporates the dispensation of the Christian Church, something that was hidden from the understanding of O.T. saints, yet revealed to the apostles of Christ (Romans 11:25, Romans 16:25; Ephesians 3:4, Ephesians 5:32; Colossians 1:27; 1Titus 3:16).  Therefore many Old Testament prophecies regarding the kingdom (including this psalm) incorporate things to do with the Christian Church.   It is because this dispensation was kept hidden, that prophecies regarding these two ages (Church and Kingdom) are blended, without any chronological order.   

The transition from Judaism to the fulness of the LORD’S kingdom was begun by Messiah/Christ’s redeeming sacrifice (vss.1-24) on behalf of the congregation of Israel  (vs.22) and for the ‘great’ congregation (vs.25) made up of all who fear God and turn and worship him (vs.27).

 The fulness of the LORD’S kingdom is the millennial reign of Christ (Isaiah 9:6-7, 11:3-9; Ezekiel 37:21-23; Revelation 20:6), for it is his by right of creation (Genesis 1:1; Colossians 1:16) and by right of conquest.  

In rising from the dead, Christ took from Satan (the god of this world) the keys of hell and death, destroying the power of him who, through the power of sin and death, had kept mankind in bondage (Isaiah 25:8; Hosea 13:14; Hebrew 2:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57).  In Revelation 5 Christ is seen as the only one worthy of taking and opening the title deeds of the earth (the book with seven seals), and of the praise and worship of his creatures.  It is from this moment that Christ will in deed have mashalI, dominion or governorship over the nations.  

DOCTRINES

CHRIST:  TRANSFIGURATION
1. The transfiguration scene is given in Matthew 17:1-9 and is a representation of the Second Advent and coming kingdom of the Lord - the Millennium.

2. On the mount was the Lord in his resurrection body. (Matthew 17:2)

3. Moses in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have died.

4. Elijah in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have been translated. (1 Corinthians 15:50-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

5. Peter, James and John in their natural bodies depict the regenerate of Israel entering into the Millennial Kingdom in their natural bodies to re-populate the earth.

6. The multitude at the base of the mountain represents Gentile believers who also enter into the Millennial Kingdom. (Isaiah 11:10-12)

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM
1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the Second Advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke ) Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

 f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes, at the Second Advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes, at the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity.(Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

KINGDOM
1. The Kingdom of Heaven is distinguished from the Kingdom of God.

a) Kingdom of Heaven

i) The Kingdom of Heaven will be the visible future Kingdom of the Lord on the earth. (Luke 1:31-33)

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, includes those physically alive going into the Millennium. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50)

b) Kingdom of God

i) The Kingdom of God is spiritual (John 3:3, Romans 14:17, Luke 17:20) 

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of God is through regeneration. (John 3:3-7)

iii) The Kingdom of God covers the divine authority over all creation for all time. (Luke 13:28, 29, Hebrews 12:22, 23)

2. The King was born as prophesied of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14 cf Matthew 1:18-25) and in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 cf Matthew 2:1)

3. The Kingdom was announced as at hand (Matthew 4:17) but was rejected by the Jews both from a moral (Matthew 11:20) and official viewpoint (Matthew 21:42-43). As a result the King was crowned with thorns.

4. Afterwards He announced His purpose to build His church. (Matthew 16:18) 

5. The mysteries of the Church and the Kingdom of Heaven were seen as concurrent - they both refer to the spiritual kingdom. (Ephesians 3:9-11)

6. When He returns at the Second Advent, the Lord Jesus Christ will establish the Kingdom for 1000 years before eternity resumes. (Matthew 24:27-30, Luke 1:31-33, Acts 15:14-17, Revelation 20:1-10)

7. At the end of the Millennium, Jesus Christ will deliver up the Kingdom to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). The eternal throne is of God and the Lamb. (Revelation 22:1)

Psalm 22:29  

“All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Fat


dashen

daw-shane'
fat; figuratively rich, fertile

Earth

erets

eh'-rets

country, earth, field, ground, land, wilderness, world

Eat


akal

aw-kal'

to eat, devour, burn up, feed

Worship

shachah

shaw-khaw'
to bow down, prostrate oneself

Down

yarad

yaw-rad'

to go down, descend, decline, march down, sink down

Dust

aphar

aw-fawr'

dry earth, dust, powder, ashes, earth, ground, mortar, rubbish

Bow


kara

kaw-rah'

to bend, kneel, bow down, kneel in reverence

None

lo

lo

not (the simple or abstract negation); by implication no
Keep alive
chayah

khaw-yaw'
to live, have life, remain alive, sustain life, live for ever, be alive Soul

nephesh

neh'-fesh
soul, self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living being

Here we have a three-fold description of the representatives of the nations.  

All fat upon earth shall eat and worship: These are they who are wealthy, the fat dashen, the rich and fertile; they will remember God and turn to him.  Kings are said to come to worship, bringing gifts (Isaiah 49:23, Isaiah 52:15, Isaiah 60:3, Isaiah 60:10,Isaiah 60:16; Psalm 2:10-12, Psalm 68:31, Psalm 72:10, Psalm 72:11; Revelation 11:15).  Although there are “not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, called” (1Corinthians 1:26), there are those who do, and it would seem more so in the latter days, including the tribulation.  

The tribulation period is shown to be a time of great evangelism where the manifest evil of Satan and those who follow him will drive righteous people to the Lord, it will be a great example of grace before judgment even though many will be martyred (Revelation 7:9-14).  It may very well be that a great number of wise, mighty and noble men and women will be saved during this time.

They that go down to the dust:  Barnes (and others) interpret this as “those who are bowed down to the dust; who are crushed, broken, and oppressed; the poor, the sad, the sorrowful”, yet the Psalmist has already used dust aphar as a picture of death (see note at vs.15) therefore ‘down (yarad) to the dust’ must surely speak of a decline, a descent to physical death, making this a reference to the frail and elderly.  

And none can keep alive his own soul: Barnes states that the proper rendering of this phrase is “and he who cannot keep alive his own soul”, which he believes to be the reference to the frail and elderly.  Yet to the present author this is more in keeping with the destitute, the poverty stricken who, as our modern day phrase goes, ‘cannot keep body and soul together’.   

There is quite a divergence between scholars as to the meaning of these last two phrases yet it does seem clear that the intention of the Psalmist is to show “all classes of persons will come and worship the true God; not the poor and needy only, the afflicted, and the oppressed, but the rich and the prosperous”.  From history we know this to be true and even in our own day ‘all classes of people’ are experiencing regeneration and come to worship God through Jesus the Christ.

Psalm 22:30-31  

“A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Seed

zera

zeh'-rah

seed; figuratively fruit, plant, sowing time, posterity

Serve

abad

aw-bad'

to work, serve

Accounted
saphar

saw-far'

to score with a mark as a tally or record, recount, relate

Lord

adonay

ad-o-noy'
my lord, lord

Generation
dor 

dore

period, generation, habitation, dwelling

Come

bo

bo

to go in, enter, come, go, come in


Declare

nagad

naw-gad' 
to be conspicuous, tell, make known

Righteousness
tsedaqah
tsed-aw-kaw'
rightness, justice, virtue

People

am

am

men, nation, people

Born

yalad

yaw-lad' 

to bear, bring forth, beget, gender, travail

Done

asah

aw-saw' 

to do or make

A seed shall serve him:  The word ‘seed’ is zera‛, which properly means, “a sowing”, and in that context depicts many coming from one (a planted seed produces many).  It is used here in the figurative sense regarding a multitude of people; posterity (Genesis 3:15; Genesis 13:16; Genesis 15:5, Genesis 15:13).  This brings to mind the very fitting parable of our Lord “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it brings forth much fruit”  (John 12:24).   This posterity, the fruit of the Saviours sacrifice, “shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation”. 
It shall be accounted:  The posterity shall be saphar, scored with a mark, made a permanent record to the Lord.  This is generally translated in the manner, i.e. “A seed shall serve him; It shall be told of the Lord unto the next generation.” (ASV).  But ‘to the Lord’ could also be translated ‘unto’ the Lord, which gives it the connotation of belonging to him.  Generation is the Heb. dor and is properly, period, duration or (those living during a period).  It is here related to people, therefore translated generation in the sense of family, tribe or people.  

It is best understood as Barnes has it. “The seed - the people referred to - would be reckoned to the Lord as a generation of his own people, a race, a tribe, a family pertaining to him. They would be regarded as such by him; they would be so estimated by mankind. They would not be a generation of aliens and strangers, but a generation of his people and friends (compare Psalm 87:6, in context).

Shall come and declare his righteousness: To declare the LORD’S righteousness is to make known the very essence of God’s character.  Righteousness tsedaqah (all that is right, just and virtuous) is revealed in God’s dealings with his creation; from condemnation and judgment of sin, to the love displayed in redemption; both of which are seen in the sacrifice of Messiah the Son of God.  This is why the Apostle Paul wrote of Christ, “But now, apart from the law, God's righteousness is revealed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets - God's righteousness through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ for all who believe”  (Romans 3:21-22).   

Unto a people that shall be born:  The declaration of God’s righteousness is the preaching of Christ (the gospel) to every generation.  The gospel has been preached throughout the dispensation of the Church and will be preached to those who will be born during the millennial age.

(All Adam’s descendants, of any and every age are born of the flesh and because of the inherent nature of Adam, must be born of the Spirit to enter the kingdom of God (John 3:5-7).  This includes those “that shall be born” during the millennial phase of the kingdom of heaven.  Those who are not ‘born of the Spirit’ will take part in the final rebellion and its consequences (Revelation 20:7-9)).

Psalm 23

A Psalm of David.

As an intellectual, one may wish to question the authorship of this psalm, but as a ‘child’ of God it is perfectly safe to accept it as written, ‘A psalm of David’.

It is a poem that reveals, in the most sublime way, the “peace that passeth all understanding” a peace that comes from knowing God as the shepherd of our souls (John 10:11-14; 1 Peter 2:25 c.f. John14: 26-27). 

Psalm 23:

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Shepherd
ra’ah

raw-aw'

to tend or pasture a flock 

Not


lo

lo

not (the simple or abstract negative)

Want

chaser

khaw-sare'
to lack, be without, decrease, be lacking, have a need

There is so much grace, purpose and power encompassed in the name (the person) of the LORD yehovah, that when ‘shepherd’ is applied to him it attains a quality that is absolute, for Jehovah is the self existent creator; above and beyond his creation, with knowledge of all things past, present and future and able “to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20).  See Doctrine GOD: ABILITY of GOD, and also the notes on “The name JEHOVAH - its origin:” page 7 EBCWA Book # 49-2 Psalms 9-16

Shepherd ra’ah to tend or pasture a flock, was a profession requiring diligence and care; care for the lives, the well being and the productivity of the flock.  The shepherd led his sheep into the open unprotected pastures where their defences against wild animals lay in his shepherd’s staff, a club or heavy rod and, as with David, his sling.  This means that the shepherd not only shared the dangers but also stood between his flock and those dangers. 

When we read Colossians 1:13-17, we find God’s Son (our Lord Jesus Christ), to be the incarnation of Jehovah, for he is the very image of the invisible God (in his nature), the firstborn of creation (in his preeminence in creation), and creator; “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominions, principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”   This passage is an inspired summary of the deity of Christ and shows that, while he was a man (pure and undefiled), he was also Jehovah (see the Doctrine CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD – MAN).  

The point being stressed here (that Christ Jesus is Jehovah) is that, as Jehovah was a shepherd to Israel, so also is Christ a shepherd to his church, a fact that the scriptures confirm (Genesis 48:15; Psalm 80:1; Isaiah 40:11; Isaiah 49: 10; Ezekiel 34:12-14, Ezekiel 34:31; compare John 10:14; Hebrews 13:20; 1Peter 2:25, 1Peter 5:4).

The task of shepherding the sheep of God’s flock has been passed down throughout the Church age, to certain men gifted of the Holy Spirit, for the purpose of leading God’s people into the green pastures and still waters of Christian maturity.  This pasturing of God’s people entails teaching the milk and meat of the word of God (1 Corinthians 3:2; Hebrews 5:12), and also strong defence and protection from the wolves that desire dominion in the Church (Acts 20:27-31).

I shall not want:  ‘Want’ chaser, means to be without, to have a need.  Here it is in the negative therefore ‘I shall not have a need’.  With such a Shepherd how is it possible for his people to lack any good thing, to be needy?  Clarke writes “He who is their Shepherd has all power in heaven and earth; therefore he can protect them. The silver and gold are his, and the cattle on a thousand hills; and therefore he can sustain them. He has all that they need, and his heart is full of love to mankind; and therefore he will withhold from them no manner of thing that is good.”   
 

The common use of ‘want’ today implies a desire for, a craving after, yet nowhere in scripture does it say God will supply our wants.  In fact James writes a very strong refutation of such an idea; he puts this very strongly in his condemnation of those who allowed sin (in the form of lust) to rule them; “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts”  (James 4:3).  God supplies those things necessary for spiritual growth and happiness, not for physical and emotional stimulation.    

God will provide all things necessary for our temporal existence if we will but trust him “… seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”  (Mat 6:33).  See also Psalm 34:9, Psalm 34:10, Psalm 84:11; Luke 12:30-32; Romans 8:32; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 13:5.

DOCTRINE

CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD – MAN    See Page 31
Psalm 23:2  

“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Lie down
rabats

raw-bats'
to stretch oneself out, lie down, to cause to lie down

Green 

deshe'

deh'-sheh
grass, new grass, green herb, vegetation

Pastures

na'ah

naw-aw'

pasture, abode, abode of shepherd, habitation, meadow

Leadeth

nahal

naw-hal'

to lead, give rest, cause to rest, bring to a station or place of rest

Beside

‛al

al

above, over, upon, or against

Still

menuchah  
men-oo-khaw'
comfortable, ease, quiet, rest (resting place), still

Waters

mayim

mah'-yim
water, waters

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  It is the LORD who causes the believer to rabats - be caused to lie down; he it is who is the source of contentment of soul, which allows a believer to enter into his rest (Hebrews 3:18 – 4:16).  See DOCTRINES on ‘Blessing’ below.  

In arid lands, sheep without a shepherd are subject to the extremes of the natural world and suffer physical hardship, yet when they are led to plentiful pastures they become a picture of contentment and peace.  In our turn we human beings suffer hardship and stress in this greedy and selfish world and undergo pressures brought about by others and by our own shortcomings.  Without a shepherd in the Devil’s world, we are subject to the dictates of selfishness and greed, the ‘green pastures’ will elude us, and the peace and contentment expressed in this phrase will not be ours. 

However, being subjected to selfishness and greed does not mean we need be overwhelmed by them: Even in the midst of pressure, God is able to ‘make us lie down’ in perfect peace, when our minds are stayed on him (Isaiah 26:3, see also Job 22:21; Psalm 85:8; Isaiah 48:18; John 14:27, John 16:33; Romans 5:1).  The green pastures speak primarily of that ‘perfect peace’, which comes from knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ whom God has sent (John 17:3).  

Such knowledge is not something man attains by means of any natural ability: Man’s natural understanding leads him to such notions as polytheism, evolution, pantheism, fatalism, naturalism, rationalism empiricism, legalism and even atheism.  Knowledge of God comes from revelation, and over time God has revealed himself to mankind and has had that information written in the scriptures, the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16).  In Ephesians 4:11 the gift of Pastor poimen - shepherd, is given so that the church might be led to those green pastures of knowing God: It is the associated gift of Teacher didaskalos that opens God’s word to a believers understanding.  

 In a secondary sense, ‘green pastures’ speaks of life’s material necessities, and it is secondary because God promises those necessities to all who seek first the kingdom, to all who have their minds stayed on him (Matthew 6:33).

He leadeth me beside the still waters:  Pasture and water are the basic needs of sheep, therefore both terms are analogous to our basic needs.  There is a saying “Still waters run deep” which seems to be the meaning intended here, for the verse speaks of abundance; it is not some shallow turbulent stream muddied by its destructive action but a deep, quiet, clear river, flowing between settled, well pastured banks: A grand, yet tranquil pastoral scene to illustrate the Spirit of God in the lives of his people.  

Matthew Henry makes the statement, “The consolations of the Holy Spirit are the still waters by which the saints are led; the streams which flow from the Fountain of living waters”, which statement when viewed in the light of John 7:37-39 is perfectly reasonable.  And it is a patent truth that all men need those ‘living waters’; need the Holy Spirit, for Jesus said we “must be born again”, of the Spirit (John 3:3-6). 

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST
1. Believers are said to be blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).

2. The same Greek word is used in (John 3:12) where the word 'things' is mentioned.

3. The heavenlies is the area of the believer's spiritual experience as identified with Christ in various ways:-

a) Divine nature (2 Peter 1:4)

b) Life (Colossians 3:4; 1 John 5:12)

c) Relationships (John 20:17; Hebrews 2:11)

d) Inheritance (Romans 6:16,17)

e) Service (John 17:18; Matthew 28:20)

f) Suffering (Philippians 1:29; 3:10; Colossians 1:24)

g) Future glory (Romans 8:18-21; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10).

4. The believer is a heavenly man and a stranger or pilgrim on the earth. (Hebrews 3:1,1 Peter 2:11).

5. The believer is an ambassador from Heaven. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER
1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness". Peace (eirene) in the New Testament means both inner tranquillity of soul and great prosperity of Life. This is Paul’s prayer for all believers that they might know the blessing of true God given prosperity. Romans 1:7, 1Corinthians 1:3, 2Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Colossians 1:2, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, 1Thessalonians 1:1, 2Thessalonians 1:2, 1Timothy 1:2, 2Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 3

2. To be spiritually minded is peace, (Romans 8:6), i.e. to be thinking as God would have us think. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.
3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place. The details of life such as money, house, car, job, marriage partner are then able to be sorted out correctly. Matthew 6:31-34, 1Corinthians 10:13, cf.  Philippians 4:11. 

4. Believers should not have it as their aim in Life to be the richest person in the cemetery. Luke 12:16-21. Having eyes on money first is a foolish thing. Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)
5. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

6. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

7. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

8. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

9. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

10. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

11. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

Psalm 23:3  

“He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.”

 Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Restoreth
shub

shoob

to return, turn back, to restore, refresh, repair

Soul

nephesh

neh'-fesh
soul, self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living being

Leadeth

nachah

naw-khaw'
to lead, guide

Paths

ma’gal  

mah-gawl'
entrenchment, track

Righteousness
tsedeq

tseh'-dek
justice, rightness, righteousness

Name

shem

shame

reputation, fame, glory

Sake

ma’an

mah'-an

purpose, intent

He restoreth my soul:  The word restore shub, is used here, not in the sense of salvation or even of restoration to fellowship at repentance of sin, but in the sense of ‘refreshing’, as it is used in Proverbs 25:13.  

As we are brought to the place of utter dependence on God, we are ‘caused’ to enter into his rest (the ‘green pastures’ and ‘still waters’ of verse 2), entering into a lifestyle that should be the standard of Christian maturity.  But even the mature Christian, in fellowship with the Lord, can end the day feeling emotionally worn out and a trifle sordid just simply by dealing with worldly issues.  It is at these times that a moment of quiet meditation on the word of God and of communion with the Lord in prayer refreshes and washes clean the soul. 

This ‘refreshing’ was acted out by our Lord when he rose from supper, laying aside his garments; and with water and a towel began to wash the disciples feet (John 13:4-10).  In answer to Peter’s objection, our Lord made two points, 1. The Christian has no need of cleansing (from the penalty of sin) for that has already been accomplished (John 13:10), and 2.  The Christian who does not allow the Lord to cleanse him from the defilement of the world (analogous to the dust on Peter’s feet) are not as close to him as they should be and are unable to be refreshed by him (John 13:8). 

Leadeth me in the paths of righteousness: The paths of righteousness refer to a way of life, for paths ma’gal means an entrenchment, something firmly established, a track.  The LORD’S paths are ‘entrenched’ in his word.  They are found in his Law (the Ten Commandments are an example) and are the guide for righteousness, a Godly lifestyle.  They form therefore, an established guide to the will of God and it is in such a path that David is being led. 

For his name's sake:  The LORD’S leading is to establish his people in a lifestyle of right living, the sake, or purpose of which, is to make his name shem – his reputation, all that he is, known to the world.  For it is in the ‘showing forth’ of all that God is, when God is glorified.

In “a usage which is practically confined to the Old Testament, Yahweh glorifies Himself, that is, secures the recognition of His honor and majesty, by His direction of the course of history, or by His interposition in history, either the history of His own people or of the world at large (Leviticus 10:3; Isaiah 26:15; Ezekiel 28:22; Haggai 1:8).”  ISBE

The LORD interposes in the lives of his people by refreshing and leading them into ‘paths of righteousness’.

Ian B Yates, in his sermon on this Psalm, points out the following:

For His Name's Sake

Yahweh Ro‑Ee: Yahweh My Shepherd 

The LORD is my shepherd

Yahweh Yireh: Yahweh Will Provide 

I shall not want.

Yahweh Shalom: Yahweh Is Peace 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures

He leads me beside the still waters

Yahweh Rofeka: Yahweh Your Healer 

He restores my soul

Yahweh Tsidkaynu: Yahweh Our Righteousness 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

For His name's sake

Yahweh Shammah: Yahweh Is There 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me

Yahweh Nissi: Yahweh My Banner 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies

Yahweh M'qadesh: Yahweh Sanctifies  

You anoint my head with oil

Psalm 23:4  

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 

rod and thy staff they comfort me.”
Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Walk

halak

haw-lak'

to go, walk, come

Valley

gay'  

gah'ee

valley, a steep valley, narrow gorge

Shadow
of death
tsalmaveth
tsal-maw'-veth
death-shadow, deep shadow, deep darkness

Fear

yare'

yaw-ray'

to fear, revere, be afraid

Evil


ra’ 

rah

bad, disagreeable, malignant

With me

immad

im-mawd'
along with: - by me

Rod


shebeṭ

shay'-bet
rod, staff, branch, offshoot, club, sceptre

Staff

mish’enah  
mish-ay-naw'
support (of every kind), staff

Comfort

nacham

naw-kham'
console oneself, comfort, be comforted

Though I walk through the valley:  Valley or gay’ is a steep valley, a narrow gorge in contrast to ‘emeq a vale (a broad open depression).  The steep sides and narrow passage illustrated by this word add to the gloom and foreboding nature of the word tsalmaveth - shadow of death. 

The shadow of death: This phrase is used in several ways.  

a) To designate death itself (Job 10:21 c.f. 38:17), “Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death”. 

b) To signify individual or national hardship (Jeremiah 2:6 c.f. Psalm 44:19), “Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt… through the wilderness… of deserts and pits… a land of drought, and of the shadow of death” 

c) To represent spiritual blindness (Isaiah 9:2 c.f. Matthew 4:16)  “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined”. 

The context of this psalm allows for both a) or b), but because the subject is still the Shepherd and the scene is one of a believer’s life in righteousness goodness and mercy, b) is the most suitable application.  Through the trials and hardships of life I will fear no evil.  

The phrase does have spiritual application in regard to physical death, for there is no evil that need be feared and only joy to be anticipated as we approach death, because God has said  “to be absent from this body is to be present with the Lord” (Psalm 17:15; 2Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:20-24; John 14:3).  

And in emphasising this, the work of Ian Yates is again used: -

· Death is not death if you know the Lord.  It is merely a change of place, a change of state, a transferral from one realm of existence into another.

· Death is not death, if it kills no part of us, except that which hindered us from perfect life. 

· Death is not death, if it raises us in a moment from darkness into light, from weakness into strength, from sinfulness into holiness. 

· Death is not death, if it perfects our faith by sight, and let’s us behold Him in whom we have believed.

· Death is not death, if it rids us of doubt and fear, of sickness and disease, of sorrow and sadness. 

· Death is not death, if it gives us to those whom we have loved and lost.

Fear no evil:  This is not to say that evil ra’ will not make itself felt in life, for the god of this world is evil and the system by which he rules his kingdom is a system of evil.  

Lewis Sperry Chafer, in his Systematic Theology, Volume 2 page 100, speaks of the world as cosmos diabolicus, an apt description of a world ruled by Satan.  He writes:  

“Next to the lie itself (that we too can be like God), the greatest delusion Satan imposes – reaching to all unsaved and to a large proportion of Christians – is the supposition that only such things as society considers evil could originate with the Devil – if, indeed, there be any devil to originate anything.  

It is not the reason of man, but the revelation of God, which points out that governments, morals, education, art, commercialism, vast enterprises and organizations, and much religious activity are included in the cosmos diabolicus.” 

He maintains that Satan (to satisfy the self-righteousness of man) incorporates all the good he possibly can into his system while remaining fixed in his objective, the overthrow of God’s authority.  This is why the ‘good’ that mankind produces, in his attempt to establish his own righteousness, is evil; in arrogance it sets itself on a level with God’s goodness, replacing God’s perfect laws with corrupt and therefore inadequate versions of its own and so promoting injustice.  With Christ as our shepherd we are able to be fearless even in the presence of such gross evil.   

Chafer continues:

  ”A serious question arises whether the presence of gross evil in the world is due to Satan’s intentions to have it so, or whether it indicates Satan’s inability to execute all he has designed.  The probability is great that Satan’s ambition has led him to undertake more than any creature could ever administer.”
This tiny portion of Chafer’s systematic theology has been included in a desire to help in the understanding of the all-pervasiveness of sin and evil in the world, and the inevitability of believers encountering that evil in their dealings with the world.  

An inordinate love, Gk. Agapao, the much-love of the things that are in the world, also constitutes evil and it is vital for believers to recognize this and keep themselves pure from a ‘love of the world’.  We are exhorted to “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1Jo 2:15-16).  This is comparable to 1Timothy 6:10 where Paul writes, “For the love of money is the root of all evil”.   

Evil men will mislead, swindle and even destroy others, yet if the Lord is my shepherd, I need not fear them, for he is with me even when I experience the greed and hatred of those who would take what is mine.  Also, in application to a believer’s life, such evil as originates from the ‘agapao’ of money can and does seduce even God’s people, yet if the Lord is our shepherd we can have confidence that it will not overpower us.  

For thou art with me:  ‘With’ is immad and speaks of a closeness, of being alongside; a phrase compatible with the New Testament ‘comforter’ Gk. parakletos which Thayer’s Greek Definitions defines as, summoned, called to one’s side, especially called to one’s aid; a term our Lord Jesus Christ used in reference to the Holy Spirit (John 14:26). 

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me:  The shepherd’s staff mish’enah is support (of every kind) and as such, could, as with the rod, relate to ‘the Fathers correction of his wayward child’, but it seems to the present writer that the difference in meaning of the two words is enough to view the staff as an illustration of the tenderness, the love and guidance of the LORD for his sheep, and the rod shebet as an illustration of God’s authority; his demands; his justice.  

Vine’s has the ‘rod’ as a tool, which is used by the shepherd (Leviticus 27:32) and the teacher (2 Samuel 7:14).  “It is a symbol of authority in the hands of a ruler, whether it is a sceptre (Amos 1:5,8) or an instrument of warfare and oppression “thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Psalm 2:9 c.f. Zechariah 10:11).”  However, in the illustration before us the rod of the LORD is a comfort, and as Paul writes, “if God be for us who can be against us” (Romans 8:31 and context).  In the hands of a shepherd the rod then becomes an instrument for chastisement (and guidance) to his sheep, and a weapon of destruction (of judgment) to any who dare to interfere with his sheep.  

An illustration of God’s guidance through chastisement, is seen in God’s discipline of his children, see DOCTRINE - CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS.   

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS see Page 25
Psalm 23:5  

“Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Prepare

arak

aw-rak'

to arrange, set or put or lay in order, set in array

Table

shulchan
shool-khawn'
a table (as spread out); by implication a meal
Before

paniym

paw-neem'
face, faces; presence

Presence
neged

neh'-ghed
in front of, straight forward, before, in sight of

Enemies

tsarar

tsaw-rar'

make narrow, cause distress, besiege, be straitened, be bound

Anoint

dashen

daw-shane'
become fat, become prosperous, anoint

Oil


shemen

sheh'-men
fat, oil

Cup


kos

koce 

to hold together; a cup (as a container), often figuratively, a lot

Runneth over
revayah

rev-aw-yaw'
satisfaction: - runneth over, saturation, wealthy 

Thou preparest a table before me:  The word ‘prepare’ arak, to arrange, to set in order is orderliness and deliberation.  It is the LORD doing the preparing, therefore it is done with perfection and it has purpose.  It is a ‘table’ that is prepared, which by implication is a ‘meal’, which by implication is ‘providence’.  The LORD sets in place, every provision believers need to sustain them in this, the Devil’s world.

Psalm 78:12-20 relates the historical reality of this during the wilderness wanderings of the nation of Israel, yet the nation, by their complaints, showed their refusal to recognize God’s abilities and providence.  David does not make the same mistake.  The nation was an example of disbelief and subsequent toil, David an example of faith and rest (Hebrews chap.4).  

 In the presence of mine enemies: There is a provocative saying today, which mirrors what is being said in this verse.  ‘In your face’ is a challenging defiant comment, showing scant regard for the opposition’s wishes.  ‘Presence’ neged means exactly that:  In the face of all and any enemy tsarar - opposition, the LORD prepares every provision for the needs of his child.

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over:  David had already been anointed mashach consecrated (as King) but this anointing dashen is the parallelism of ‘my cup runneth over’, a super abundance.  Dashen means to be fat, grow fat, become fat, become prosperous, and because oil shemen means oil or fat, this phrase could be read ‘You make me fat with fat’ the connotation of which is prosperity. 

My cup is analogous to the provisions and events of life, allotted by God to the individual (Psalm16:5; Psalm 23:5; Psalm 116:13).  It is more frequently used in regards to judgment and sorrow as in Psalm 11:6; Psalm 75:8; Isaiah 51:17; Revelation 14:10, and of the judgment Christ was asked to bear in his role as redeemer (Matthew 26:39).     

Runneth over signifies satisfaction, saturation, an abundance over and above the needs and even the wants of the individual.  

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CAPACITY FOR LIFE
1. Jesus prayer for all believers is that we might have “joy fulfilled in us”. John 10:10, 17:13. His prayer expresses the desire for us all, that we might have his joy within us; a fountain of joy welling up within our souls, so that we can rejoice in him in every situation of life. Refer Fruit of The Holy Spirit.

2. Paul repeats this prayer to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 9:6. Only as we sow do we reap. Only as we grow spiritually, rejoicing in all the Lord sends our way, do we enter the reality of the life of joy.  This is not a life of false smiles and cheery grins that have nothing behind them, but the biblical joy of the soul of a believer who rests and rejoices in all God is doing with them, and is walking close to their loved Lord. Refer Christian Life - Walking and Holy Spirit Filling.

3. Christian maturity is another way of expressing this joy. One expression of this is the giving of the mature believer, with real capacity for enjoyment of everything life throws at them, and real enjoyment of passing blessing on through giving. 1 Corinthians 9:7. Refer Christian Life -Giving.

4. God’s desire is to super-abundantly give us things that we can turn into more blessing for others. These super-abundant blessings may be opportunities, monies, assets, gifts, friendships, ministries, sufferings, or positions to be filled from which influences can be had. God’s desire is to give us more and more, so we use more and more, and so our ministry grows, and so the Lord is glorified through our life more and more. 1 Corinthians 9:8-11.

5. In this concept of “capacity for life” we see the truth of the real prosperity gospel. God’s desire is to enrich us, but this does not refer to money alone or at all, in most cases. None of the apostolic band died wealthy, all however died rich beyond all the men of their day. All were given abundance of blessings, but often within sufferings, yet they turned their sadness into joy, their pain and discomfort into occasions for rejoicing. Romans 8:24-39, 2 Corinthians 11:18-12:10. In this last passage we see Paul demonstrating the spirit of joy, the reality of true capacity for life in all situations that life can dish up for him. He is rejoicing in the power of God to bring him through all things with joy and strength, and bring him to the end of his life, though without earthly riches, with heavenly rewards beyond man’s imagining. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 18. Refer Crowns and Rewards.

Psalm 23:6  

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Surely

ak

ak 

indeed, surely (emphatic)

Goodness
tob

tobe

good, pleasant, agreeable

Mercy

chesed

kheh'-sed
goodness, kindness, faithfulness

Follow

radaph

raw-daf'

to be behind, follow after, pursue, persecute, run after

Day

yom

yome

day, time, year

Life

chay

khah'ee

alive; fresh, strong, living



Dwell

yashab

yaw-shab' 
to dwell, remain, sit, abide

House

bayith

bah'-yith

house, dwelling habitation

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Forever

orek- yom
o'-rek- yome
length, long - day, time, year

The psalmist, in a moment of contemplation, is inspired to write a simple but beautiful poem describing the one who has been the source of courage and hope all the days of his life: The one who has been a shepherd to him, leading, guiding, reprimanding and providing his needs.  Courage and hope are his because they are founded in the one and only LORD of creation, the everlasting God.  

Courage and hope, and the peace that is inherent in them, are gifts; and every good and perfect gift comes from him who is the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning (James 1:17, c.f. Isaiah 60:19; John 1:9; John 8:12; 2Corinthians 4:6; Ephesians 1:18; 1John 1:5; Revelation 21:23, Revelation 22:5): and peace,“peace that passes knowledge” belongs to them who look to the Lord (Philippians 4:4-7).  Such was David’s experience.

His conclusion is, that as the LORD has been, and is his shepherd, as the LORD has provided, and continues to provide every need, surely ak – assuredly; such things will continue all the days of my life.  

Goodness and mercy: Goodness tob, describes every thing that is good, pleasant and agreeable, and mercy chesed - goodness, kindness and faithfulness reveal its source, for there is only one source of mercy, God himself (Deuteronomy 5:10; 2Chronicles 30:9; Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 86:5, Psalm 103:8-13, Psalm 112:4). 

And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever:  There have been those who ascribe this Psalm to a member of the priestly tribe, one who anticipates a return to priestly service in the Temple (presumably from the Babylonian captivity).  However, to ‘dwell in the house of the LORD forever’ cannot in any way be taken literally as it was not a custom for any individual to do so: The priests took turns in ministering in the Temple. 

The phrase, ‘I will dwell in the house of the Lord’, is used in other psalms reputedly written by David (Psalm 27:4, Psalm 26:8, Psalm 65:4), and because he was not of the priestly line and had no part in the Tabernacle services, the phrase must be taken in a metaphorical sense as being an attitude of the heart.  Barnes writes: “His (David’s) life would be spent as if in the constant service of God; his joy and peace in religion would be as if he were always within the immediate dwelling-place of the Most High.”

Forever is the combination of two Hebrew words; orek- yom or ‘length of days’ which does not refer to heaven, but is, as Barnes rightly puts it, “parallel with the former expression ‘All the days of my life’; that is, he would dwell in the house of the Lord as long as he lived.”  In the word ‘forever’, there is the suggestion of ‘long life’, which is not in ‘all the days of my life’.

DOCTRINE

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE  see page 16
Psalm 24

A Psalm of David.

The occasion, for which this psalm was written, is thought by many writers (including Jewish scholars) to have been in celebration of the ark being brought from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David (2Samuel 6:17).  It has an imposing formality about it that suggests it was for some “public occasion of great solemnity” and from the record of Scripture this event is the most likely.  In 2Samuel 6:16-17 we see that the ark of the LORD was brought into Jerusalem (the city of David), and was set in the centre of the tabernacle that David had pitched for it.

Verses 7-10 would suggest a procession into the city with the call for public veneration “lift up your heads”, as the King of glory entered.  We have seen in another place ‘the glory’ of the LORD being his visible presence, the ‘Shekinah’ that rested over the mercy seat of the Ark of the Covenant.  To the Jews, the Ark of the Covenant was the symbol of God’s presence.  See notes at page 16, EBCWA - Book # 49-2.

This psalm was probably designed to be sung as the procession approached the city where the ark was intended to remain. The taking of the ark up into the hill of the LORD, his holy place, is good reason for asking the question in vs.3, ‘Who is fit to minister to the Lord in his own temple?’  Barnes Clarke and Gill

Psalm 24:1  

“The earth is the LORD's, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Earth

erets

eh'-rets

land, earth, whole earth 

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Fullness

melo 

mel-o' 

fulness, that which fills, entire contents

World

tebel

tay-bale'

the earth; by extension the globe; by implication its inhabitants

Dwell

yashab

yaw-shab' 
to dwell, remain, sit, abide

The earth is the LORD’s by right of creation, and not only the earth erets as a single unit, but also all its constituent elements.  He has made them; he has organized them into soil, minerals, gases and water; for the production and the sustenance of every living creature, which he also brought forth from these same elements.  He has caused them to exist and as they are the production of his will; they belong to him to do with, as he wills.  Any claim mankind makes on the things of this earth are subordinate to the claims of God and it is a true sign of faith and humility when a man who loses everything is still capable of saying, as with Job,  “Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD”  (Job 1:21).

The world and they that dwell therein: The word world tebel is a poetic word, referring to the earth as a fertile and habitable place; it has the same meaning as the Gk. oikoumene, the inhabitable earth.  They that dwell are of course the living creatures that inhabit the earth and include both man and beast.  All living things belong to the LORD (1Chronicles 29:16; Psalm 50:10-11; Jeremiah 27:5) and are therefore subject to him.  

Men may reject this, but there will come a time when all mankind must face him and be called to account; believers at the judgment seat of Christ (Romans 14:10; 2Corinthians 5:10), unbelievers at the ‘Great White Throne’ judgment (Revelation 20:12; Romans 2:6).  

We are created by God and are therefore his, mankind was created for a purpose and if that purpose is not fulfilled, we will be called to account. 

DOCTRINE

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT
1. There is an angelic conflict and it is intimately related to our presence in this world.

2. ETERNITY PAST

[a] Initially God created angels.  At creation we are told that there was unity as all the angels sang in unison.

[b] Satan as Lucifer, with the title ‘Son of the Morning’ was the head of the angels. Isaiah 14. Ezekiel 28:12-15

[c] It is to be noted that the Lord Jesus Christ is now called ‘Son of the Morning’ in 2 Peter 1 showing that the Lord replaced Satan as a result of His victory at the Cross.

3. FALL OF SATAN

[a] Satan became proud and attempted a coup d’etat against God in Isaiah 14:12-17 

[b] When Satan fell he took one third of the angels with him. Revelation 12:9 

[c] The angels who exist forever therefore fall into two permanent groups

(i) 
Elect Angels who remained faithful to God (1 Timothy 5:21)

(ii)
Fallen angels who chose to follow Satan who fall into two categories:-


(1)
Imprisoned ones who were made inoperative at the time of the Flood (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4)


(2)
Demons who are currently operative (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

[d] There is therefore a spiritual warfare between elect and fallen angels, which affects the human race. (Ephesians, 6:12, Revelation 12)

4. SENTENCE ON THE FALLEN ANGELS

[a] In eternity past Satan and the fallen angels were judged and sentenced to the Lake of Fire - Matthew 24;51

[b] It would appear that Satan appealed against his sentence and said "how can a God of Love sentence any of his creatures to the lake of fire?"

[c] The answer is in the character of God who is HOLY as well as LOVE. His holiness can only judge sin and rebellion.

[d] The lake of fire therefore was not created for man. Man ends up in the lake of fire due to his own negative attitude towards God.

5. MAN’S ROLE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

[a] This sentence which was given before man existed has not yet executed and will not be so until the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:10. 

[b] There must be a long lapse of time before the sentence is executed with this period being taken up with the whole of human history. Therefore the purpose of the existence of the human race and its relation to God can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

[c] Through the creation of man God provides a clear legal witness to Satan and his angels of their sin. The whole of human history is to prove certain points to the angels. Things can happen in your life as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and these can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

6. FALL OF MAN AND VICTORY OF THE GOD MAN

[a] Man starts off lower than the angels. Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Jesus Christ made Himself a little lower than the angels.

[b] Although Adam failed to be victorious the Lord Jesus Christ replaces Adam in history and won the battle in His humanity. 1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die, in Christ shall all be made alive.

[c] A new form of creature judges come into existence and will judge the angels 1 Corinthians 6:1-3

7. SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ANGELS AND MAN

[a] Angels and mankind have a number of parallels with human free will being tested in exactly the same way as angelic free will.

[b] Angels began in innocence and full obedience to God (Job 38:7 Ezekiel 28:14-15)

Man began in innocence (Genesis 2:25)

Angels sinned - rebellion of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Man sinned - rebellion of Adam (Genesis 3:1-7)

Angels are divided into two categories - elect or fallen.

Man is divided into two categories - believers and unbelievers. (John 3:36)

8. ADAM AND FREEWILL

[a] God created Adam and Eve, to show Satan that mankind, created lower than angels (Hebrews 2:6-7), would choose to obey God. Mankind therefore, by a choice of freewill, would decide whether to obey God and be blessed, or to disobey God and be judged (the same choice that Satan had).

[b] A test was instituted for man's freewill - obedience to God or disobedience. (Genesis 2:16-17).  Adam - and therefore all mankind - sinned and thereby rebelled against God.  All of mankind, therefore, is in the same condition of sinful rebellion as Satan.

[c] However, God instituted another test of freewill for mankind - will they choose to return to God through Jesus Christ, or will they choose to continue in sin and rebellion (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9).

[d] Anyone who chooses to return to God will be saved; anyone who chooses to remain in rebellion to God will be judged in the lake of fire, the same fate as Satan (Matthew 25:41)

[e] Therefore, by the work of Christ on the cross, and man's freewill faith in Christ, God has vindicated His love to save and His justice to judge.

9. RESOLUTION OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

Stage 1 - Salvation - by faith, man is saved and made positionally superior to angels (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - by faith, the believer overcomes Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17)

Stage 3 - Eternity -in Christ, the believer will judge Satan and his fallen angels (Hebrews 2:8, 1 Corinthians 6:3)

10. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Angels watch the human race. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12).  Elect angels rejoice 

every time someone is saved (Luke 15:10)

11. THREE BASIC QUESTIONS

The angelic conflict answers three basic questions:-

[a] Why man? Inside man is a soul with mentality and freewill which when linked together resolves the angelic conflict, (Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2). The cross is the real victory in the angelic conflict.

[b] Why sin? Sin resolves stage 1 of the plan of God (see paragraph 9). At the cross sin was judged and the barrier between man and God was removed so that man's relationship with God depends on his free will. Every time a person accepts Christ, elect angels rejoice. In the garden man was innocent and all he had to do was stay away from one tree. Now man is guilty he has to come to a tree (the cross). (Genesis 2:17, 1 Peter 2:24).

[c] Why suffering? Suffering resolves the issue in Stage 2. Suffering involves the promise principle. (1 Peter 1:7-8, Romans 5:2-4). Suffering is designed for blessing and is a further blow to Satan. It is to demonstrate the love of God in a way that cannot be done in eternity as in eternity there is no more sorrow, pain or death. (Revelation 21:4)

12. STAGES IN THE CONFLICT [SEE SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD]

[a] From the fall of man to the ascension of Christ the line of Christ and Jesus Christ himself were the target of attack. Once the ascension was a fact in history Satan was unable to attack the line of the Saviour.

[b] The resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ caused intensification in the angelic conflict.

[c] Once Christ is glorified at the right hand of the Father the angelic conflict becomes intensified in the Church age. 

[d] Every Church Age believer is now a target and because of this every believer has had special provisions made for him:

(i) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)

(ii) Indwelling of Jesus Christ (John 14:23)

(iii) Completed canon of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:10)

13. PROGRESSION TO THE LAKE OF FIRE

This explains the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ from the time he sat down at the right hand of the Father until the Last Judgment. Psalm 110:1 says “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [God the Son], Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

[a] The first stage – Insurgency warfare – Pentecost - Rapture

During this time He calls out the personnel who will replace the angelic council members who have been condemned 1 Corinthians 4:8, 6:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21

The angelic council comprises God and all the angels as seen in 1 Kings 22:19-23 and 2 Chronicles 18:18-23

[b] The second Stage – Rapture to Second Advent - Confrontation

During this time the new members of the angelic council are evaluated in relation to their divine and human good, rewarded [1 Corinthians 3:11-15], they lose their old sin nature and have a resurrection body. The rebellious members, Satan and his followers are cast out of heaven Revelation 12:4

[c] The third stage – Second Advent – Victory Stage

Christ casts Satan and the fallen angels into hell for a thousand years and rightfully asserts His authority.

[d] The fourth stage – The Last Judgment. The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41 

Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire with the demons and the unbelievers. Unbelievers join them in the Lake of Fire because they have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The old creation is destroyed and a new heavens and a new earth provided by God. At that point all knees shall bow and the promise of making His enemies His footstool will have been fulfilled.

14. THE BELIEVERS AND RESULT OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

The result of the angelic conflict:

Stage 1 - Salvation - saved mankind is positionally superior to angels;

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - through suffering the believer develops his faith towards Christ to such an extent that he thereby shows the fallen angels the certainty of their doom;

Stage 3 - Heaven - In eternity the believer in his resurrection body will be physically superior to angels.

15. CONCLUSION

Through the fall of man Satan obtained control of the world though not necessarily control of mankind. 

What makes it possible for man to live in the Devil's world and not be under his control? - Free will. 

By using The Word of God you can make decisions that are completely against Satan and his concepts. 

Satan is the ruler of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2) 

However we have the Bible - the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) We should know it and use it.

Psalm 24:2  

“For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Founded

yasad

yaw-sad'

appoint, take counsel, establish, found, instruct, lay, ordain

Seas

yam

yawm

from an unused root meaning to roar; a sea 

Established
kun

koon   

to be erect (stand perpendicular); (causatively) to set up,

Floods

nahar

naw-hawr'
stream, river

The earth is the LORD’s by right of creation, because he has founded it upon the seas:  It would seem that the psalmist had the first 10 verses of Genesis in mind as he penned these words, as also the apostle Peter in 2 Peter 3:5.  Founded is the Hebrew yasad, which, in its basic sense, is to appoint, to assign, and in the case of creation, requires the divine command to bring it about, “And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so”  (Genesis 1:9).

God tells us that when he created the heaven and the earth “in the beginning”, the earth was “without form, and void”; that there was no solid land but only what the scriptures call ‘the great deep’; tehom, depths, deep places, abyss.  That this was water is seen in that “the Spirit of God moved upon the face (surface) of the waters”.  After darkness had been dispelled by the creation of light, the divine command was given to ‘gather the waters together’, or separate the waters so that dry land might appear.  In this great act, habitats for both marine and land creatures were formed. 

In 2 Peter 3:5, as part of his condemnation of the willful ignorance of the ‘scoffers’, the apostle tells us that by God’s command the heavens were brought into being and the earth made to sunistao ‘stand out from’ the water, dia ‘by the means of’ the water itself.  What hydraulic action was used to bring about dry land from water can only be guessed, but if the great deep of Genesis 1:2 was a churning mass of water and the constituent elements of soil, then the calming of the ‘water’ would allow sedimentary drifts of continental proportions to occur.  (It is interesting to note that the Spirit of God is said to ‘move’, rachaph to brood, to grow soft, relax, the sense of calming, the ‘face of the waters’.)  

(Sandstone is the most common of sedimentary rocks and is found all over the globe.  The presence of impermeable rocks (and minerals) on the surface of the earth may be due to the upheaval of this sandstone crust by volcanic action during the great flood and since.  In Genesis 7:11, where the account of this upheaval is given, the word ‘deep’ tehom; depths, deep places, abyss, is again used, showing that the ‘deep’, the great mass of water of Genesis 1:2, had subsided below the ‘earth’ but was now released in a cataclysmic rending of its overlaying crust.)

Established it upon the floods is a parallelism with minor changes.  God has founded the earth (vs.1) upon the yam, the seas, but has established or set up the habitable world (vs.1) upon the nahar streams or rivers.  This is in accord with Genesis 2:10-14 and in keeping with the needs of both marine and land animals.

Psalm 24:3  

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Who

miy

me

who?, whose?, whom?  would that, whoever, whosoever

Ascend

alah

aw-law'

to go up, ascend, climb

Hill


har

har

hill, mountain, hill country or mount

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Stand

qum

koom

to stand, endure, to be established, be confirmed

Holy 

qodesh

ko'-desh

apartness, sacredness, holiness

Place

maqom 

maw-kome'
a standing, that is, a spot; but used widely of a locality


In the light of the preceding revelation, the question is raised: Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD, who can follow the Ark and enter into the Tabernacle?  If, as suggested at the beginning of this Psalm, you read the notes at page 16, EBCWA - Book # 49-2 you will understand the significance of what David is saying.  The Tabernacle, and later the Temple, were at the heart of Jewish worship for it was there that the LORD said he would meet with his people.  Of course to those who did not believe, the Tabernacle was just an elaborate tent, the mount was just a hill and the whole system was just a religious exercise.  Those however who believed the accounts in Exodus 13:21-22, Exodus 25:8, 21-22, Exodus29: 43; Numbers 9:15-23; 1Kings 8:11, were reverent in their attitude toward the Tabernacle and to the One who instigated its protocol.

Who shall stand in his holy place? Who shall stand qum, to stand, endure, be established, be confirmed.  If the occasion, for which this psalm was written were as has been suggested “in celebration of the ark being brought from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David” then ‘stand’ would mean to minister or serve in the holy place - to minister before the LORD.  Because ministering in the holy place (the Tabernacle) was the sole responsibility of the house of Levi, the intimation here must be in reference to any who would approach God, whether the priests in their duties, the congregation in their worship, or even we today, in our praise and petitions.

The answer to these questions is very much in line with Psalm 1, for the ungodly (Psalm 1:4-5) are not able to stand qum in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; but it is the man who ‘walketh not in their counsel’, who does not ‘stand in the way of sinners’ and whose delight is in God’s word that shall be regarded as righteous, and (the intimation being), able to stand therein.  

Psalm 24:4  

“He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Clean

naqiy  

naw-kee

clean, free from, exempt, clear, innocent

Hands

kaph

kaf 

palm, hand, sole, palm of the hand, hollow or flat of the hand

Pure

bar

bar

pure, clear, sincere

Heart

lebab

lay-bawb'
inner man, mind, will, heart, soul, understanding

Lifted

nasa  

naw-saw 
to lift, bear up, carry, take

Soul

nephesh

neh'-fesh
self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living being, desire

Vanity

shay  

shawv

emptiness, vanity, falsehood

Sworn

shaba

shaw-bah'
to swear, take an oath

Deceitfully
mirmah

meer-maw'
deceiving, fraud: - deceit, false, feigned, guile, treachery

Who is it that is able to enter into communion with God?  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart:  The word clean - naqiy is the adjective of nagah, which Vine’s assures us means ‘innocent’, though in the Aramaic and Arabic it is rendered ‘clean’.  One can have ‘clean’ hands, hands that are free from dirt, but ‘innocent hands’ is a metaphor; a figure of speech depicting what is the end result of the mind and the will, for it is with the hands that a man accomplishes what his mind devises.   

In Psalm 15:1-5, the identical questions are asked and answered, giving a clear answer to what constitutes ‘clean hands’:  Who is able…? “He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart, he that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.”  When we read such passages as Job 17:9; Psalm 26:10; Isaiah 1:15, Isaiah 59:3; Acts 2:23 we see this use of the hand in its negative light: We see what it means to have ‘guilty, malicious or tainted hands’. 

A pure heart:  Heart lebab, is the inner man; the mind, the will, the intellect.  It is from a ‘pure’ mind; a mind clear of envy, jealousy, malice and pride that comes what is ‘good’ (Luke 6:45), but such a mind is produced only by the indwelling of God’s Spirit, for we, in our natural unregenerate state, have a heart that is desperately wicked and deceitful above all things (Jeremiah 17:9).  

Who then can commune with God? Only those who are filled with the Spirit of God, only those who have a mind free from deceit, and thereby have clean hands; bearing the fruits of “all goodness and righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:9).   

Lifted up his soul unto vanity:  i.e. ‘has not sought after vanity - shay, worthless things’.  ‘Lifting up of ones soul’ unto vain things would include covetousness and miserliness regarding the things of this world.  A life spent on accumulating this world’s goods and of living life to the full, is a wasted life, for those things cannot be taken into the next.  The book of Ecclesiastes shows the vanity of a life that does not keep God as its foundation; the conclusion being:  “Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1:2).

However the context here is all to do with the heart, the inner man, therefore the Psalmist is referring only to the vanities of philosophical reasoning; speculative answers to life that have nothing in common with God’s word and are therefore worthless, empty and vain.  Religion based on human effort and reasoning is such a vanity, for such effort falls short of perfection and is therefore unacceptable to God.  

‘Sworn’ - shaba is from the same root as ‘seven’ -sheba, which leads some to believe shaba (sworn), means ‘to seven oneself’, that is, swear (as if by repeating a declaration seven times).  To declare something seven times would certainly indicate that you meant what you said, so perhaps there is some truth in it.  Vines however says that the “The relationship between “to swear” and “seven” is inconclusive.”        

Deceit is again something that stems from the inner man and as it means false, feigned, guile, treachery, it cannot be acceptable to God therefore the one who desires to commune with God must be free from deceit.  

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY
1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

Psalm 24:5  

“He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning
Receive

nasa' 

naw-saw'
to lift, bear up, carry, take

Blessings
berakah

ber-aw-kaw'
benediction, by implication prosperity: - blessing, present

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Righteousness
tsedaqah
tsed-aw-kaw'
justice, righteousness

God


'elohiym

el-o-heem'
gods in the ordinary sense; specifically used of the supreme God

Salvation
yesha 

yeh'-shah
liberty, deliverance, prosperity: - safety, salvation, saving

In the previous verse receive - nasa' is translated ‘lifted up his soul’.  To lift, bear up, carry, take are the meanings the word conveys, therefore to bear up, to carry the blessings from the LORD adds a day by day reality to those blessings.  The pure in heart are not passive receivers, but are actively involved with the Lord’s blessings.  Barnes renders it “He shall bear away a blessing from Yahweh”.  

He shall also bear away righteousness from the God of his salvation:  A good understanding of righteousness, as it is revealed in God’s word, is of such importance to spiritual growth that no apology is given for repetition:   

The word righteousness tsedeq, and its verb tsadaq are legal terms signifying conformity: to Law (Deut. 16:20), to the judicial process (Jer. 22:3), to the justice of the king as judge (1 Kings 10:9, Ps. 119:121, Prov. 8:15), and to the Lawgiver, God himself (Ps. 35:24, 28).  Vines.  A man will be righteous if he conforms to (God’s) law.  

Mankind’s relationship with God is based on righteousness, yet not the filthy rags of ‘self righteousness’.  Students of scripture will be fully aware of God’s estimation of mankind (Gen. 8:21; Job 15:14-16; 25:4; Romans 3:10-23), and should see themselves as God sees them.  Our relationship with God is based on his righteousness, revealed at the Cross of Calvary where man’s sin was condemned and judged, in the man Christ Jesus.   

No one has ever conformed to God’s perfect Law (except Christ) and therefore all have fallen short of righteousness and are dependant on God fulfilling righteousness on their behalf.  In taking the part of our ‘Passover’, Christ Jesus was made sin for us so that we might be made the righteousness of God ‘in him’ (2 Corinthians 5:7, 21), and we are made righteous by trusting in him, not in ourselves.   

It is in the sufferings of Christ on the Cross; heard in his cry “My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me” that we see the righteousness of God; we see it: a) in the uncompromising, unrelenting demands of perfect justice, and b) in the perfection of love.

a. Although Christ was the Son of God, when he bore our sins, when he was judged and condemned, the demands of perfect justice were met, in that he was forsaken of God.

b. Greater love has no man than this that he lay down his life for his friends.  Yet God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son as a sacrifice for the sins of his enemies; those who were alienated from him

His righteousness (justice and mercy) was displayed in that “he gave his only begotten Son” (Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12, c.f. John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21).

And righteousness from the God of his salvation: It is on the basis of salvation from God that men are able to receive (to be actively involved in) righteousness; are able to live righteous lives.  The knowledge that one has been freed from the penalty of sin does not give ‘licence to sin’, but gives the godly person true freedom to serve (John 8:32, 36; Romans 6:18, Romans 6:22; Galatians 5:1).  The debilitating effect from striving after righteousness is replaced by thanksgiving and joy.

God - elohim, the supreme one.  Though elohim is used of gods in the lesser sense and of magistrates and sometimes as exceeding or very great, when used in such a context as this it always refers to The Almighty, creator of heaven and earth (Gen. 1:1).  

Psalm 24:6 

“This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Generation
dor  

dore

a revolution of time, that is, an age or generation; also a dwelling

Seek

darash

daw-rash' 
to tread or frequent; usually to follow

Seek

baqash

baw-kash'
to search out; by implication to strive after

Face

paniym

paw-neem' 
presence, person

Jacob

yaaqob

yah-ak-obe'
Jacob; son of Isaac, father of the 12 of the tribes of Israel

This ‘generation’ are those people who ascend into the hill of the LORD and stand in his holy place (vs.3); those who, “have clean hands, and a pure heart”, who are neither proud nor deceitful, and who bear blessings and righteousness from the God of their salvation (vs.5).  

Of them that seek him:  These are worthy because they seek – darash, they tread, or frequent (the paths) of God, and seek thy face – baqash, search out, or pursue communion with God.  This by implication, is faith in God, for as Hebrews 11:6 shows: “… without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 

O Jacob:  Jacob is another name for the redeemed nation Israel.  

The nation Israel was a redeemed nation and her historical record illustrates and typifies the lives of individual believers (you and I), lives in which there are victories, failures and even defeats.  Only a remnant of Israel’s citizens is saved, but the nation Israel was, and still is, a redeemed ‘nation’.  

All believers experience the highs and lows of spiritual growth: We endure the lusts of the flesh and of the eyes, and experience the ‘pride of life’: The ‘nation’ Israel did so too.  She was a rebellious ‘wife’ who went after the things of the flesh; she committed spiritual adultery and has suffered national chastisement and even national destruction because of it, yet the LORD has promised to bring her (the nation) back to himself.  The ‘nation’ Israel has not and will never lose her redeemed status and will, one day, enter fully into the covenantal blessings God has promised, just as individual believers will one day enter into the presence of their God and Saviour.  

O Jacob therefore is a term representative of all true believers who are the generation of them who seek the Lord.

Paraphrase:

“This, the generation of them that follow after the LORD, that diligently desire communion with thee, is truly Jacob your people.” 
DOCTRINES
ISRAEL
1. Israel has a future, which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

ISRAEL:  JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL 

After Jacob has been to Bethel ("the House of the Lord") (Genesis 28), where the Abrahamic Covenant was confirmed to him, he spends many years at Haran ("the place of dryness"). (Genesis 29)

1. Jacob at Haran becomes an analogy to the nation of Israel.

2. He was out of the place of blessing. (Genesis 26:3).  Israel is dispersed during the Church Age.

3. He did not have an altar (Hosea 3:4,5).  The Temple was destroyed in 70 AD by the Romans.

4. He gained an evil name (Genesis 31:1; Romans 2:17-24).  The Jews have often been persecuted by Gentiles (anti-Semitism)

5. He remained under the care of God. (Genesis 28:13,14; Romans 11:1,25-30).  God still has a purpose for Israel.

6. He was ultimately brought back. (Genesis 31:3; 35:1-4; Ezekiel 37:21-23).  Christ will regather believing Israel at the Second Advent and take them into the Millennial Kingdom.

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle -v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle  - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

Psalm 24:7  

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Lift up

nasa  

naw-saw 
to lift, bear up, carry, take

Heads

rosh

roshe 

head, top, summit, upper part,

Gates

sha’ar

shah'-ar

gate (of entrance)

Everlasting
olam  

o-lawm

concealed, that is, the vanishing point; time out of mind 

Doors

pethach

peh'-thakh
opening, doorway, entrance

King

melek

meh'-lek

a king: - king, royal

Glory

kabod  

kaw-bode
glory, honour, glorious, abundance

Come in

bo

bo 

to go in, enter, come, go, come in

Barnes informs us that “In some of the old ruins of castles in Palestine there are still to be seen deep grooves in the “posts” of the gateway, showing that the door did not open and shut, but that it was drawn up or let down.”  Gill writes: “This may be a reference to something like a portcullis (a large and heavy grid), which hangs by pullies above the gate, and can be let down at any time so as to prevent the gate from being forced.”  Such an arrangement would have the advantage of rapid closure, for they could literally be ‘dropped’ shut in times of emergency.  If this were the case then they would have to be ‘lifted up’ to allow entry, something that is suggested in this phrase.

Everlasting doors: Gill continues, “In the case to which the psalmist refers, the portcullis is down, and the persons preceding the ark order it to be raised.  When it is lifted up, and appears above the head or top of the gate, then the folding doors are addressed: “Be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors”.  

The Psalmist seems to command the gates themselves to ‘lift up their heads’, commands them to see the significance of the occasion and acknowledge the honour being bestowed upon the city, and to open to the King of glory.  

(The King of glory is Creator of all things and therefore all things, animate and inanimate, should, and will recognize and revere him.  See Isaiah 14:8, Isaiah 35:1, Isaiah 35:2, Isaiah 42:10, Isaiah 42:11, Isaiah 44:23, Isaiah 49:13; Psalm 65:13, Psalm 96:11-13, Psalm 98:7-9; Psalm 148:4-13.)  

However in keeping with the ceremonial tone of the psalm, it is almost certainly a command to those within, to open the gates, for if they do so the King of glory will certainly enter. 
Psalm 24:8-10  

“Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

King

melek

meh'-lek

a king: - king, royal

Glory

kabod  

kaw-bode
glory, honour, glorious, abundance

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Strong

izzuz

iz-zooz'

powerful, mighty

Mighty

gibbor  

ghib-bore
powerful; by implication warrior

Battle

milchamah
mil-khaw-maw'
battle, war

Hosts

tsaba  

tsaw-baw' 
a mass of persons, regularly organized for war (an army) 

Who is this King of glory?  This is a question in response to the appeal of vs.7 “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.”  The keepers of the gate want to know who it is who claims to be the King of glory, which would be a perfectly normal request at the approach of a large group of people.   

The reply, The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle would have been immediately understood, for LORD - yehovah, is the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, the God of Abraham of Isaac and of Jacob (Exodus 3:15).  See notes “The name JEHOVAH - its origin:” EBCWA Book # 49-2, Page 7.

Strong and mighty… mighty in battle: The psalmist sees the LORD as one who destroyed Israel’s enemies.  Indeed the history of the Jewish race is centred upon the destruction of Egypt and her power over them, and the defeat of all who opposed Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land, therefore this description of Jehovah would be readily understood by all Jews.

There seems to be no good reason for repeating the request except for poetic rhythm and opportunity to describe, in greater depth, the glory of this King.  The first request may have been to the gates (the portcullis as described in the notes at vs.7), the second to the doors themselves with the questions and answers giving rhythm to the ceremony as the gates and doors were opened in turn.  

Who is this King of glory?  The LORD of hosts – tsaba, an organised mass, whether it consists of persons (Exodus 12:41), angels (1Kings 22:19; 2Chronicles 18:18; Psalm 103:21), or stars (Jeremiah 33:22; Isaiah 40:26), it is the LORD who marshals them to do his will.  It is the LORD of creation who is the LORD of glory.

It can then be presumed the gates and doors were opened and the Ark of the Covenant taken into the city and set in its appointed place.   The psalm is now seen to have a natural setting to its vision of the eternal God coming down to dwell among men and because that is relevant to all ages, the fulfilment of Psalm 24 may be seen in Matthew 25:31; Titus 2:13 and Revelation 3:21.  

Psalm 25

A Psalm of David.

“This is the first of the psalms, which is written in an alphabetical order, or in which the first word of every verse begins with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in order, though it is not strictly and regularly observed.” Gill

“One design of this mode of composition may have been to assist the memory; but it is probable that the prevailing reason was that it was regarded as a poetic beauty thus to arrange the letters of the alphabet. Such arts of poetry are common in all languages.” Barnes

Such a method is obviously designed, yet the Psalm also has a natural spontaneity.  Such a combination shows the genius of David as a poet, with the subject matter showing his mature love and devotion to the LORD. 

It is a Psalm of worship, praise and petition and one that believers of every age can relate to.  Even though circumstances and situations might not be the same, we all have the great ‘enemy of our souls’ to contend with (Luke 22:31; 2Corinthians 2:11) and the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life  (Galatians 5:16-25; 1John 2:16).  It is a model prayer for the Christian today.    

DOCTRINES 

ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS
1.  As believers we battle two enemies; the Old Sin Nature from within (Romans 7:18, 8:8, Galatians 5:16-19) and Satan without. (John 8:44, 1 John 3:8)

2. We must know what Satan is up to and learn his strategies so that we might be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan's most potent attack is to install false pastor teachers within the church who teach just enough false doctrine to sidetrack foolish believers. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

4. Satan attacks believer’s assurance of salvation.

5. He also accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer in the form of guilt. (Revelation 12:9-10)

6. Satan wants us to trust our feelings; God wants us to trust His Word. (Romans 8:1)

7. Satan lures believers away from the Word (Genesis 3:4) whilst God wants believers stabilised upon His Word. (Isaiah 26:3)

8. Satan hinders believers from doing the geographical and operational will of God.

9. Satan will do all he can to hinder the believer's growth: (2 Peter 5:18)

a) by getting the believer's eyes off Christ and onto self, others or circumstances

b) by encouraging lust for material things over spiritual growth

c) by encouraging mental attitude sins.

10. Satan is the author of sin and the founder of fear. We are not called to fear but to faith. (2 Timothy 1:7)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH
1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15-16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

Psalm 25:1-2  

“Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul.  O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Unto

'el

ale

to, toward, unto (of motion)

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Lift up

na’sa 

naw-saw

to lift, bear up, carry, take

Soul

nephesh

neh'-fesh
soul, self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living being

God


'elohiym

el-o-heem'
gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically of the supreme God

Trust

batach

baw-takh' 
to run for refuge; figuratively to trust, be confident or sure

Ashamed
bush

boosh 

to put to shame, be ashamed, be disconcerted, be disappointed

Enemies

'oyeb  

o-yabe 

hating; an adversary: - enemy, foe

Triumph

alats

aw-lats' 

to rejoice, exult

Unto thee:  David’s prayer is directed only to the LORD, for he has learnt not to place his trust in man nor make flesh his arm (Psalm 1:1-3, Psalm 3:8, Psalm 11:1; c.f.  2 Chronicles 32:8; Jeremiah 17:5; Psalm 118:8).  It is to the LORD only that David na’sa - bears, carries, takes his problems.  

This is a very deliberate action; David purposes to ‘bare (uncover) his soul’, to open his heart in earnest prayer.  It is not some formal ritual where only the body is involved but he intends to lift up his heart to the Lord’s scrutiny.  Jeremiah encouraged the people to “search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD”, to not only lift up the hands but also their hearts to God (Lamentations 3:40-41). 

Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us to shut ourselves away from others when we pray, no doubt to concentrate on him rather than ourselves (or others), and to keep our prayers simple and direct (Matthew 6:6-7).  However there is a time for public prayer but it must also be simple and direct, so that the congregation will be glad to contribute in the ‘amen’.   

O my God, I trust in thee:  The LORD - Yehovah is David’s God - 'Elohiym, the God of creation (Genesis 1:1), the one in whose image man has been made (Genesis 1:26) and the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Genesis 17:7; Exodus 3:6).  'Elohiym is the plural form of ‘eloahh, which is derived from el meaning strength; or as an adjective mighty; especially the Almighty, but it can also be translated powerful or strong.

El in its basic sense of strength or might could be used of angels (or demons), for they have strength of a limited kind.  For the same reason el could be used in relation to the sun, the weather and even men; yet all these finite powers are subject to the infinite will of Yehovah.  Ignorant men worship the power of demons, the sun, the stars, the weather, and place their trust in the power of material wealth; these are all forms of idolatry, for that, which a man trusts as his security, becomes his 'eloahh, his god.  

The psalmist trusts – batach, has run for refuge in the LORD his God, putting his petitions to the one who has said to those who are his; “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Genesis 28:15; Deuteronomy 31:6, Deuteronomy 31:8; Joshua 1:5; 1Samuel 12:22; Hebrews 13:5).

The clarification to the word ashamed - bush is found in the parallelism of the next phrase, enemies triumph over me.  Triumph - alats is to exult, gloat or rejoice, therefore the reaction to an enemy being in a position to gloat over him would produce emotions of ‘shame’ i.e. embarrassment, confusion and humiliation.  For the believer who has done nothing wrong such feelings are unwarranted (2Timothy 1:7; 1John 4:18), therefore David is petitioning the LORD to keep him from falling into such a position: It is a prayer for guidance and for protection.      

DOCTRINES

PRAYER
1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

FEAR
1. Fear is seen in two ways in scripture.  

[a] Firstly as a mental attitude sin that is incompatible with our status as children of the most high, the ruler of the universe. 

[b] Secondly it is used to describe the correct attitude towards God the Lord for all his creatures.  

There is godly fear, awe, and respect for God as God, and there is inappropriate fear, which is the cringing fear of one who believes the other is able to hurt them. This second kind is wrong for us as children of God, for none can harm us without God’s permission for we belong to Him.

2. Our occupation with the persons and majesty of God is often spoken of as “fear” in the legitimate sense for believers. 2 Samuel 23:2-3, Nehemiah 5:9, Job 28:28, Psalms 19:9, 34:11-12, 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27, 22:4, Malachi 3:16, Ephesians 5:21. 

3. Fear as a mental attitude sin is spoken of in, 1 Samuel 17:11, 24, Proverbs 29:25.

4. In God’s grace plan for us fear has no place. His plans for us are always divinely good, and any testing situation is for our good. Romans 8:28. 

5. Fear is an expression of a failure of faith in the plan. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 8:1, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Spiritual death is one way of describing Satan's kingdom and is the place of the source of fear. Hebrews 2:14,15 

7. In spiritual death, Adam was afraid. Genesis 3:10, this fear motivated Adam to produce religious activity (fig leaves) and lies. Genesis 3:7

8. Salvation removes the basis of fear, which is condemnation from the Justice of God (spiritual death).

9. Spiritual maturity provides freedom from fear. 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 13:6, 1 John 4:18, 1 Corinthians 13:5b

10. Carnality and any form of religious activity that leads us away from grace and daily obedience to the Word enslaves the believer to Satan through fear.  
Galatians 5:1; Romans 8:15

11. The mature believer is commanded to fear nothing he may suffer in life, for by means of God’s grace provision all we ever may need is provided for us. Revelation 2:10

12. The baby believer is sustained by believing God’s Word, obeying his commands hour by hour to daily life, and rest upon his promises. Hebrews 4

13. As we become mature believers we continue with this resting on the promises but in addition to this we are sustained by our understanding / application of entire categories of God’s Word -  we have then  moved beyond the promises to confidence in the very character of God itself.

14. Illustration: A woman who asks every hour, "Do you love me?" needs assurance through many promises, and many actions backing the promises up. Once she gets to truly know her husband, and her love is fully established in him through his faithfulness to her, she has absolute assurance, and doesn't need constant reminders of his love by specific words.  She is full of confidence through knowledge of her husband’s character.

15. Chapter’s 3-6  of Hebrews deal with the falling away from growth and confidence by these believers. The spiritual principle of Chapter 4 is the means of getting them back on target.

16. In Hebrews 13:6, we see the objective of the writer, freedom from fear by their daily, moment by moment living the awareness of the love of Christ for them, and the power of Christ available to them.

17. The writers of Scripture identify correctly that when the believer is fearful, he imitates the unbeliever ("cowardly" – Revelation 21:8), and that is not right given our great position. Hebrews 11:27  "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is unseen."  This is our standard!

18. Fear is a mental attitude sin that shows our mind has moved away from thinking of the Lord. 1 Samuel 17:11,24

19. Fear is a sign of falling back into domination by the “prince of this world”. 1 Samuel 18:12,29 21:12 28:20

20. Absence of fear is a big part of maintaining a dynamic mental attitude.  Hebrews 13:6 11:27

21.There is only one legitimate fear ; it is the fear of failure to enter spiritual maturity.  Hebrews 4:1

22. Love demands absence of fear. 1 John 4:18  They are two opposing mental attitudes.

23. Fear is not part of the Divine Plan for the Believer. 2 Timothy 1:7 Exodus 14:13-14 Joshua 8:1 Isaiah 41:10 2 Samuel 1:7

24. Courage and lack of fear is a sign of mature spiritual status. Psalm 3:6 Psalm, 56:3 Hebrews 11:27

25. Fear is the power by which the Evil of Satan rules among mankind.  Hebrews 2:14-15 Genesis 19:30 (Lot) 1 Kings 18:9-14 (Obadiah), both Lot and Obadiah show how the failing believer lives in constant fear.

26. Fear is the word used to mean "Occupation with Christ" when related to the attitude of the mature Believer toward Christ. 2 Samuel 23:3 Nehemiah 5:9,15 Ephesians 5:21 Job 28:28 Psalm 19:9 34:10 Proverbs 1:7 9:10 Proverbs 10:27, 1 Peter 2:17

Psalm 25:3  

“Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Yea


gam

gam

also, even, indeed, moreover

Wait

qavah

kaw-vaw'
to wait, look for, hope, expect

Ashamed
bush

boosh

to put to shame, be ashamed, be disconcerted

Transgress
bagad

baw-gad'
to act treacherously, deceitfully, deal treacherously

Cause

reyqam

ray-kawm'
without cause, empty, in vain, void

Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed:  David extends his request for guidance and protection to the Brethren, to all who wait – qavah, look to the LORD for help and strength.  The fulness of this word is seen in Isaiah 40:31, “But they that wait (qavah) upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint”  (see also Psalm 25:5, Psalm 27:14, Psalm 40:1).  

This is the prayer of a believer who has experienced life’s trials and because of them is careful for others who suffer in like manner, such a prayer as this is heartfelt.

On the other hand however, let all who transgress be ashamed.  The petition is for believers to be guided into truth and protected from evil (see notes on vs.1), but it also contains a request for judgment against those who deal in untruth and in evil; that they might feel shame and condemnation for their transgressions, their treacherous behaviour.  A believer may need to restrain feelings of anger and vengefulness toward treachery, but is still legitimately able to pray this prayer, for such retribution, as shame, embarrassment, confusion and humiliation may be the means by which the Spirit of God is able to bring to repentance, confession and salvation those who were once alienated from him (Ephesians 4:18; Colossians 1:21).

Gill suggests that those, which transgress without cause, may be in antithetical parallelism (see note) to those who wait on the LORD.  The word reyqam – without cause also means empty, in vain or void and if Gill’s suggestion is correct then the verse might be paraphrased thus, “Do not allow them that wait upon thee to be ashamed: but let those who deal treacherously with thee (in vain and empty worship), be ashamed.” 

Note: Antithetic parallelism has successive lines expressing opposing thoughts, as in Psalm 37:21. “The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: ---- but the righteous showeth mercy, and giveth.”

The problem with Gill’s suggestion is that this verse itself is a parallelism to vs.2, which refers to David’s enemies and their attempts to triumph over him.  It seems the more obvious to take these ‘transgressions’, this treachery, as being against believers in general, and quite simply, for no good reason.

If it has reference to Absalom’s rebellion, then David would be using this phrase in the sense of ‘groundless treachery’ and this may be a prayer in regard to all future occurrences of a similar kind. 

Psalm 25:4-5  

“Show me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Show

yada

yaw-dah'

to know (properly to ascertain by seeing)

Ways

derek

deh'-rek

a road (as trodden); figuratively a course of life or mode of action

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Teach

lamad

law-mad' 
to learn, teach, exercise in

Paths

'orach

o'-rakh

a well trodden road 

Lead

darak

daw-rak' 
to tread, bend, lead, march

Truth

'emeth

eh'-meth 
stability; figuratively certainty, truth, trustworthiness:

God


'elohiym

el-o-heem'
gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically the supreme God

Salvation
yesha

yeh'-shah
liberty, deliverance, prosperity

Wait

qavah

kaw-vaw' 
to wait, look for, hope, expect

Day


yom

yome 

day, time, year

Show me… teach me… lead me…  Here we have the way to godliness laid out in three simple basic steps.  

To show: Before one can learn something one must first establish the reality of the subject; in the material world this is done through the five senses.  We can know something is real because we see, touch, hear, smell or taste it.  However we cannot know of spiritual matters by means of these physical senses, therefore to show me thy ways, as the Psalmist requests, requires revelation.  Yada, in that spiritual context, means an understanding given by God himself to the inner man.  All scripture has been theopneustos (inspired or divinely breathed) and it is also by means of the God’s Holy Spirit that we are able to know the reality of God and his ways (2Timothy 3:16; John 16:13).

To teach is more than making one aware of something’s existence.  In the Greek of the New Testament we have gnosis (knowledge), and epignosis (full knowledge) with the second being the results of teaching.  We are shown so that we might become aware, we are taught so that we might comprehend.  The Hebrew lamad means to be exercised, to be trained so that what is seen to exist becomes comprehensible.  In Ephesians 4:11-15 we see God’s gifts, given to men for the “perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ”.  These are teaching gifts and are authorized by the Holy Spirit to the Church, to you and I.  It is by means of these ‘God given’ gifts that he teaches the saints; it is by means of the Holy Spirit within that the saint knows the truth (or error) of what is taught. 

To lead darak, is the action of stepping out to reach a goal, to tread, to march.  The Psalmist requests that the LORD might cause him to walk in truth.  Again God uses others to lead, to guide, to admonish believers, but that, in turn, is by his Spirit.  To ‘walk’ in truth is to live according to the ideals of truth, but to be so ‘lead by the Lord’ requires agreement, for as Amos asks, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3).   

Each of these steps require the consent of the will, for if the will to follow these steps is not present, then the lusts of the flesh and of the eyes and the pride of life are such as to lead men away from God and into the ways; the paths of unrighteousness.  Therefore men must first be shown the truth, if they respond then they must be taught so that it is firmly fixed in their minds, then they must be ‘caused to walk’, to be lead, even to be admonished so as to live God honouring lives.   

Thy ways… thy paths… thy truth… It is ‘thy truth’ (that which God has revealed to mankind) through which God’s ways, his paths, are revealed.  What runs counter to Scripture is not God’s truth; what is offered as God’s word apart from the Bible is an addition to his word and is ‘anathema’ (accursed) (Deuteronomy 4:2, Deuteronomy 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Matthew 15:6-9, Matthew 15:13; Revelation 22:18-19).  This includes contradictory interpretations of Biblical passages; it includes religious traditions of men and spurious writings such as the Book of Mormon, and it includes the so-called scriptures of other religions.  Believers therefore need to ‘know’ (epignosis) the truth so that they are able to stand against the deceit of the Devil and to walk according to God’s will.

David was not taken in by false religions, nor did he distort God’s word to suit his desires; he knew himself and needed the LORD to constantly direct his ways so that he might experience the fulness of salvation.  To do this he needed to stay close to the one who was the God of his salvation - yesha, his deliverance, his freedom and his prosperity.  David was a saved man and could not lose his eternal life, but the material blessings of salvation could and can be lost to the believer who strays from the Lord, therefore David made a habit of waiting (depending) on the LORD all day.

DOCTRINE

CHURCH: - PASTORAL AUTHORITY
1. Christ taught with authority and so should his men in his ministry (Matthew 7:29, Mark 1:27, John 5:24-30).

2. All spiritual authority comes from God, and if legitimate, is of God, and its exercise will bring glory to God (Matthew 21:23, Mark 11:28).

3. Christ has authority over all things (Mark 1:27, Luke 4:36).

4. Christ has delegated some authority to some members of his body the church, by way of special authority gifts. In the church this is the gift of pastor-teacher (Mark 13:34, Luke 19:17, Hebrews 13:7,17).

5. In the early church the apostles were the leaders in authority (above even the pastors), given specially at the beginning to establish the church (Luke 9:1, 2 Corinthians 10:8).

6. No woman was given this authority within the early church, and the language of the passages where the gift is discussed indicates that none ever will be given the gift (1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians 14:34,35).

7. Pastoral authority is not a cause for boasting, it is a grace gift received from God (1 Corinthians Chapter 12).

It is leadership based on service for the saints in a spirit of strong humility, as the Lord made it clear all his leaders should have (John 13:5-17).

It is an authority that carries with it a great responsibility to pour themselves out for the saints (2 Corinthians 10:8, Galatians 6:3-5).

8. Ministers must be clear and open about their authority; there must be no softness on any issue that affects the Word of God. Their authority is not over the private lives of the people but over all matters of doctrine and practise of it; their authority is authority to teach so that all will see the truth clearly. If they are wrong in their teaching they are to be convinced from the Scriptures by their elders. Titus 2:15, 2 Corinthians 13:10, 2 Timothy 4:2.

9. Age is not to be a barrier here, as a called pastor may be younger than many he will teach (1 Timothy 4:9-12).

10. If a believer cannot take the authority of a called pastor teacher they will not tend to grow spiritually at all. Pride is often the reason people will not heed the pastor's authority. 1 Peter 5:5,6, 1 Thessalonians 5:12,13.

11. If the pastor becomes apostate then he becomes an object of the Lord's discipline. If the church cannot convince him of his error he may be removed, or the people must withdraw from him to make room for the Lord to judge (1 Timothy 6:3-5, James 5:19-20).

Psalm 25:6  

“Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Remember
zakar

zaw-kar' 

to mark (so as to be recognized), that is, to remember

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Tender mercies
racham

rakh'-am

compassion; infinite in quantity and worth

Lovingkindness
chesed

kheh'-sed
goodness, kindness, faithfulness

Of old

olam  

o-lawm'   
concealed, the vanishing point; time out of mind, eternity

Remember, O LORD:  The word ‘remember’ is used by the Psalmist, not to nudge God’s memory, but to plead his own cause.  Remember is used in the sense ‘As you have acted in mercy and kindness in the past, so do now and in the future’.  This request is more for the benefit of the one who makes it.  To make such an appeal shows a mind already aware of God’s tender mercies, and in recalling them, able to find reassurance in their recall.  In mentioning them to the LORD the Psalmist glorifies God and lays hold of the promises inherent in thy tender mercies.  

Tender mercies and lovingkindnesses:  Tender mercies - racham means compassion of infinite quantity and worth: Lovingkindness - chesed equals goodness, kindness or faithfulness.  The beauty of God’s nature, depicted in these two expressions, must surely have been in the mind of the Apostle Paul when he wrote Romans 11:5-6 and speaks of the ‘election by grace and not by works’.  

The New Testament word for grace is the Greek charis, which has as its primary meaning, ‘that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness, i.e. grace of speech, of form, of manner; but it also means ‘good will, loving-kindness, favour’.  This secondary meaning, when used of God, expresses the ‘merciful kindness’ of God, when he draws individuals to himself through Christ in salvation and in sanctification. Thayer’s Greek Definitions
Paul’s understanding and use of charis is again seen in Ephesians 2:4-8, “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, by (grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God”.
For they have been ever of old: David, in his studies of the scriptural account of God’s dealings with mankind and with Israel, and in recalling his own experience, acknowledges the grace of God in the words of this verse.

Of old: olam or concealed, the vanishing point; time out of mind, eternity shows that ‘tender mercies’ and ‘lovingkindnesses’ were before time and part of God’s eternal character.  The scriptural narrative certainly shows those characteristics as early as the fall of man, in that God provided a covering for mankind’s nakedness, the result of sin (Genesis 3:21, see also Isaiah 61:10; Romans 3:20-23; 2Corinthians 5:2-3, 2Corinthians 5:21).

DOCTRINE

GRACE
1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

Psalm 25:7  

“Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Remember
zakar

zaw-kar'

to mark (so as to be recognized), that is, to remember

Sins


chatta'ah  
khat-taw-aw'
an offence (sometimes habitual sinfulness)

Youth

na’ur  

naw-oor'

youth, early life 

Transgressions
pesha

peh'-shah
a revolt (national, moral or religious): - rebellion


Mercy

chesed

kheh'-sed
goodness, kindness, faithfulness

Goodness-Sake
maan - tub
mah'-an - toob
purpose, intent - goodness

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Remember not:  The life of a believer is a life of spiritual growth.  When we first believe we are babes in Christ, newly born into the family of God and with little or nothing of God’s word in our minds.  We continue to act in accordance to the disciplines of past experience and until we begin to look into God’s word and begin to see that God’s ways are higher than our ways, and his thoughts higher than our thoughts (Isaiah 55:8-9) we continue to commit offenses against his perfect will.  Such behaviour, indulged in by immature believers, becomes repugnant to them when they are advanced in the Christian life, and the thought of having those sins recalled is discomforting to say the least.  

David was no different and his request is that the LORD would forget those offences.  In Hebrews 10:16-17 the Lord says, of those with whom he makes a new covenant, “their sins and iniquities will I remember no more”.  Because of this, and the promise contained in 1 John 1:9, we can be assured that God can and does put our sins behind him.  In Psalm 103:12, a Psalm attributed to David, it is written, “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us”, showing that those of the old covenant could also have this same assurance.
Transgressions are a different matter, for pesha means 
a revolt, a turning away from, and are such actions as will destroy the believer who commits them.  These are not sins of ignorance but are those things of which the apostle James speaks “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1:14-15).  This is not the loss of salvation to a believer, but the loss of life, the sin unto death (Acts 5:1-10, Romans 6:16, 1John 5:16).

David would almost certainly be remembering the Bathsheba incident, which very nearly cost him his life, but he repented and God was merciful (2 Samuel 11:1 – 12:13).

According to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD:  Deal with me according to mercy and not strict justice. Deal with me in thy chesed, thy goodness, thy kindness, thy faithfulness, and not according to law, for “by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).

Because of blood sacrifice God is able to deal with mankind in mercy and without compromising his justice.  In the case of Old Testament salvation God’s mercy was extended to those who believed in him and who recognised in the temple sacrifices a substitutionary death on their behalf.  Now Messiah/Christ has fulfilled the ritual sacrifices, and in giving himself as a sacrifice for all people of every age, has met the demands of perfect justice and has made it possible for God to remain uncompromised in justifying the saints of Old Testament ritual, and now, all who come to him by way of Christ (Romans 3:26).

Hebrews 9:15 shows that the redemption of Old Testament saints was completed by Christ’s death, which also mediated the New Testament.  It was by means of his death that those who were called then are able to receive the promise of eternal inheritance.  Their transgressions were covered (atoned) but not removed, for it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin, but by one offering “he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:4-22).

 For thy goodness’ sake:  The primary reason for Christ’s coming was mankind’s salvation, yet that salvation, in turn, is the ultimate display of God’s goodness.  David’s prayer is that God’s goodness will continue to benefit him in forgiveness and cleansing, something which the death of Christ guarantees but which is experienced through faith (1John 1:9).     

DOCTRINE

JUSTICE  see page 14
Psalm 25:8  

“Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Good

tob

tobe

good, pleasant, agreeable

Upright

yashar

yaw-shawr'
straight, upright, correct, right

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'  
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Teach

yarah  

yaw-raw'

 to throw, shoot, cast, pour (in the sense of directing)

Sinner

chatta

khat-taw'

a criminal, or one accounted guilty: - offender, sinful, sinner

Way

derek

deh'-rek

a road (as trodden); figuratively a course of life or mode of action

Good and upright is the LORD:  In regards to the LORD these attributes are absolute, unchanging and constant, therefore when he deals with his creatures it is according to absolute, unchanging, constant goodness and righteousness.  This becomes especially true to sinners who turn to him for mercy and forgiveness, because they will experience God’s goodness in all its fulness, for there is joy, peace and eternal security in knowing God.  The unbeliever may benefit from God’s goodness in this life, but because of unbelief will never share that same joy, peace or eternal security.  It is in knowing God wherein lies eternal life and the joys thereof (John 17:3). 

God will teach sinners:  The word for teach is yarah, which means to throw, shoot or cast, giving the sense of directing and guidance.  The LORD shows his goodness in the fact that it is sinners who he directs and guides, and he shows his uprightness in that he guides them in the way.  All sinners have the opportunity to experience the goodness of God but only those who believe will be directed in the way; the way of life (Acts 2:28), of truth (Psalm 119:30), of peace (Luke 1:79), and of righteousness (Matthew 21:32; 2Peter 2:21). 

DOCTRINE

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD
1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

2. In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

6. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

7. One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

8. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

9. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

Psalm 25:9  

“The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Meek

anav  

aw-nawv'
poor, humble, afflicted

Guide

darak

daw-rak' 
to tread, bend, lead, march

Judgment
mishpaṭ

mish-pawt'
a verdict pronounced judicially, a sentence or formal decree 

Teach

lamad

law-mad'

to goad, by implication to teach (the rod being the incentive)

Way

Derek

deh'-rek

a road (as trodden); figuratively a course of life or mode of action

The word meek – anav is first used in Numbers 12:3 where Moses is described as being “…very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth”.  A believer may well write such a thing of himself if he knows himself to be completely dependent upon God, and after eighty years Moses would be best equipped to judge his love for and dependence on the LORD.  Anav is used almost exclusively in poetical passages and describes ‘humility’, which is God’s intended outcome from the suffering and hardship, which he allows to come upon those he has called.  Vine’s Expository Dictionary

In the New Testament meekness is one of the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:23), which Paul says will come to those who ‘also walk in the Spirit‘ (Galatians 5:25), are ‘followers of God’ (Ephesians 5:1) and who ’walk as children of light’ (Ephesians 5:8).  It is a word used exclusively in a faith relationship with God.

Those who are meek are teachable, are willing to learn.  A person, proud of his academic achievements, one who refuses to come to God as a little child, cannot be taught the simple yet profound lessons of a godly life; love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self control and humility.  We see this in the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 18:3. “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
  Guide in judgment: God will darak - lead the meek in mishpat, in a right judgment or estimate of things.  This is synonymous to wisdom, which the LORD gives (Proverbs 2:6) and which Solomon declares to be the purpose of his proverbs (Proverbs 1:2-4).  It is of course the stated purpose of the word of God, for, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2Timothy 3:16-17).
The meek will he teach his way: God’s children are not always willing to give up their old ways and very often must be lamad - goaded into his way.  Again this relates to the passage in Hebrews 12:5-11, were we are exhorted to bear the trials of life because in them God is strengthening us to be the people he wants us to be, to live a life that proves our relationship with him.        

Barnes gives four methods by which God teaches us his way:  

(1) By His word or law,

(a) laying down there the principles which are to guide human conduct, and

(b) in numerous cases furnishing specific rules for directing our conduct in the relations of life;

(2) by His Spirit,

(a) disposing the mind to candor,

(b) enlightening it to see the truth, and

(c) making it honest and sincere in its inquiries;

(3) by His providence - often indicating, in an unexpected manner, to those who are sincere in their inquiries after truth and duty, what He would have them to do; and

(4) by the advice and counsel of those who have experience - the aged and the wise - those who have themselves been placed in similar circumstances, or who have passed through the same perplexities and embarrassments.

God’s word is and must always be No. 1, it must be the foundation for all learning for there are seducing spirits to lead us astray from truth (1Timothy 4:1).  If believers are ignorant of God’s word, the Devil, who can transform himself into an angel of light, may deceive them into accepting his voice through vain philosophies, and as a result, accept evil men as ministers of righteousness (2Corinthians 11:13-15).

There is a definite statement in this verse that the meek will be led into truth.  If sometime in our life we find ourselves to be in serious error it will be because we became arrogant and independent of God and strayed into satanic philosophies.
DOCTRINE

HUMILITY
1. Humility is to be sought - Zephaniah 2:3

2. Humility is manifest in restraint - Luke 6:28-29

3. Humility is produced by the Holy Spirit - Galatians 5:22-23

4. Humility is essential in teaching - 2 Timothy 2:25

5. Humility is essential in learning. - James 1:21

6. Humility is valuable to God. - Proverbs 3:34; James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5

7. Humility is the path to promotion - 1 Peter 5:6

8. Humility gives proper self evaluation. - Romans 12:3

9. Examples of humility

a) Moses - Numbers 12:3

b) David - 2 Samuel 16:11

c) Jeremiah - Jeremiah 26:14

d) Stephen - Acts 7:60

e) Paul - 2 Timothy 4:16

10. Evidences of humility

a) Forbearance to others - Ephesians 4:2,6:9, Colossians 3:13

b) Endurance in trials  - 1 Corinthians 13:7, James 1:12

c) Compassion - 1 Thessalonians 2:7

d) Peaceable - James 3:17

11. Humility was the primary characteristic of Christ - Isaiah 53:7, Matthew 11:29, 21:5

12. Promises to the humble - Psalm 22;26, 37:11, 147:6, Isaiah 29:19

Psalm 25:10  

“All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

All

kol

kole

all, the whole
Paths

orach

o'-rakh

a well trodden road

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Mercy

chesed

kheh'-sed
goodness, kindness, faithfulness

Truth

emeth

eh'-meth

stability; figuratively certainty, truth, trustworthiness

Keep

natsar

naw-tsar'
to guard, watch, watch over, keep

Covenant
beriyth

ber-eeth'

covenant, alliance, pledge 

Testimonies
edah

ay-daw' 

testimony, witness

In the previous verse, the psalmist had said the Lord would teach his way to the ‘meek’ - the teachable; he now says that all the Lord’s ways are ways of mercy and of truth.  The LORD’s covenant and his testimonies, in themselves, are a revelation of his mercy and truth, therefore those who keep natsar, guard, watch over; those who are careful in their adherence to God’s covenant and his testimonies, will find in them God’s mercy and truth.  Those who learn of him will experience mercy and truth, for such knowledge perfects those who are exercised by it (2Corinthians 4:6; Ephesians 4:13; 2 Peter 1:2-4). 

 On the other hand, those who do not natsar, guard, watch over, adhere to God’s covenant and testimonies, but are careless in their attitudes to eternal matters, will find another ‘path’ opened to them, a wide gate, and a broad way, that leadeth to destruction (Matthew 7:13).   
The believer who abides in God’s covenant and lives according to his word will find that even the trials and tribulations, which God allows to come upon his people, are kept in check by mercy and truth.  This is the heart of Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose”.  
Clarke writes; “The paths of the Lord - signifies the tracks or ruts made by the wheels of wagons often passing over the same ground”.  He makes the point that God’s ways, in his dealings with mankind, are so constant and enduring in mercy and in truth that they are readily discerned. 

DOCTRINE

MERCY
1. The Hebrew and Greek words for mercy carry the meanings of, gentleness, tenderness, and compassion towards others. 

2. It is not a passive concern but an active one that works out to help the one in need of love and concern.  

3. God is merciful towards us all. Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:15, Isaiah 13:18, Jeremiah 6:23, 21:7, cf 1 Kings 8:50, Jeremiah 3:13, 42:12

4. God is rich in mercy towards us. Ephesians 2:4, James 5:11, 1 Timothy 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:2, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3.

5. People appealed to the Lord on the basis of his mercy towards the weak and needy. Matthew 9:27, 15:22, 17:15, 20:30, Mark 10:47, 48, Luke 17:13, 18:38, 39.

6. The good Samaritan's acts were praised by the Lord as acts of mercy. Luke 10:37

7. When the rich man appealed to Abraham in the story of Dives, he appealed on the basis of mercy Luke 16:24.

8. As we are recipients of mercy so we must be merciful to others. Zechariah 7:9, 10, Luke 1:50.

9. Grace gives us that (blessing) which we don't deserve; mercy withholds that (judgment) which we do deserve.

BIBLE:  WORD OF GOD – HEBREWS 4:12
4:12  “For the Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the soul and the spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”   

How powerfully this verse points out the marvellous work of the Word of God in our lives. The word truly cuts us about if we let it loose within our hearts and minds. This is God’s purpose.  Note the characteristics of the Word of God here:

1. It is always living.  Religion and its way of life is dead, but God’s Word is alive, and makes the hearer alive and able to enjoy life.  John 10:10.

2. It is powerful.  It is energetic in the soul, always achieving it’s desired results once it is let loose in the soul of the believer.  Power is only effective when the switch is turned one, and we must ensure that the filling of the Holy Spirit is operational (no unconfessed sin in our life and the Bible open before us) so that God’s power is able to channel through us.

3. God’s Word then will do its work and it is “sharp” as a sword.  The Word cuts through to the truth and shows us how we must sort out our life.

4. It is compared to the short fighting sword of the Roman Army, the machaira. This was a weapon that revolutionised warfare, for the soldier was never off balance when using it, and was able to defeat an enemy with a far larger weapon.  It was designed to thrust straight through an enemy to their heart or head, and that is what God’s Word does;   it penetrates our very life.

5. God’s Word pierces us and gets to the real issues straight away, right to joints and marrow.  This was the way in the ancient world that you said, it gets to,  “the heart of the matter”.

6. It separates us from misconceptions, and from the errors of thinking that so easily lead us astray from the path of truth, be they emotional attachments(heart), or false categories of thinking(mind).

7. The word is a discerner.  God’s Word alone lets us see our motivation and it’s implications, and lets us see, as an astute critic does, exactly what we have forgotten or fallen short in.  It corrects us in both the thinking and the emotions, correcting facts and will; showing us if our love has grown cold, or our thinking slack! 

Psalm 25:11 

“For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Sake

ma’an

mah'-an

for the sake of; in view of, on account of

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Pardon

salach

saw-lakh'
to forgive: - forgive, pardon, spare

Iniquity

avon  

aw-vone

perversity, depravity, iniquity

Great

rab

rab

abundant, much, many, great 

For thy name's sake:  In the previous verses David had ascribed to the LORD, goodness, uprightness, mercy and truthfulness (vss.8-10), and it is for ma’an - for the sake of; on account of the LORD’s good and merciful reputation that David requests pardon.  It is not a prayer for justification among the heathen; not that he might be justified in the sight of men, but that God might remain true to himself, true to his good and merciful nature.  It is a reminder to the LORD that a good and merciful God must pardon those who come to him under the terms of his covenant and according to his testimonies (vs.10).   

Pardon mine iniquity; for it is great:  This conflict between the knowledge of God’s grace, mercy and forgiveness, and the remembrance of past transgressions (vs.7), is something every committed believer will appreciate.  Being fallible creatures we are prone to moments of weakness and it is during such moments, when we have our eyes upon self, that emotion will override faith and we plunge into sorrow and even deep regret.  It is at these times we must recall to mind the Word of God and take hold of his promises knowing that he keeps his word.  This is not to be done in any form of arrogant assumption but in strong faith. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1John 1:9). 

For it is great:  This seems to show such regret, which even his understanding of God’s mercy and forgiveness could not diminish.   His adultery with Bathsheba and his complicity in the death of Uriah her husband weighed heavily upon him as is seen in Psalm 51, and as it was the most horrendous of his recorded sins it is likely to be the iniquity referred to here.    

Psalm 25:12-13  

“What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose.  His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Man


iysh

eesh

a man as an individual or a male person

Feareth

yare

yaw-ray'

fearing; morally reverent

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Teach

yarah  

yaw-raw

to throw, shoot, cast, pour, (in the sense of directing)
Way

derek

deh'-rek 

a road (as trodden); figuratively a course of life or mode of action

Choose

bachar

baw-khar'
to choose, elect, decide for

Soul

nephesh

neh'-fesh
soul, self, life, creature, person, mind, living being

Dwell

lun  

loon 

to lodge, stop over, pass the night, abide

Ease

tob

tobe

good, pleasant, agreeable

Seed

zera

zeh'-rah

seed, sowing, offspring

Inherit

yarash  

yaw-rash' 
to seize, dispossess, take possession off, inherit, occupy

Earth

erets

eh'-rets

nd, earth

What man is he:  This phrase has the meaning, ‘Any man’ and is intended to be universal.  Wherever one is found who ‘’fears the LORD’, God will lead him in the way.  The secret of being led is in the yare' - fear - reverence - veneration of the Lord, for it is obvious from scripture and from life that those who do not reverence the Lord are not led in the way.  

The LORD will yarah - teach the one who fears him and this use of yarah is in the true sense of directing.  God directs those who fear him and because they ‘fear’ him, they will choose to go the way he directs.  God never overrides mans choice but will, as a friend, instruct enlighten and encourage him to take the better way, to make the right decisions; to think, speak and act in accordance to mercy and truth.  God has given us his word so that we might know the truth (John 17:17; see also Psalm 12:6, Psalm 19:7, Psalm 119:144, Psalm 119:151, Psalm 119:152), and the Son of God said to those who were his disciples “… ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).  

He was speaking of freedom from the toil of keeping the Law; the vain attempt at attaining righteousness and deliverance from sin and its ‘wages’ (Romans 6:23).  Man could not and cannot attain such freedom, but God has wrought that deliverance in the sacrificial death of his ‘only begotten’ Son and that deliverance includes freedom from the ‘fear’ of death (Hebrews 2:15).

It has been shown many times, that the Old Testament saint had, in the application of faith, the same spiritual freedoms as those of the New.  Their sins were covered kaphar - atoned (now done away with in the death, burial and resurrection of Messiah), they were forgiven when they (in faith) offered their sacrifice on the alter, (ours are forgiven when we (in faith) refer them back to the Cross (1John 1:9)), and they could dwell at ease as we also can be ‘free’ (John 8:32).

The Old Testament saint believed in resurrection and eternal life, yet blessing was nearly always seen in an earthly; a material light, as is seen in the idea of the soul dwelling at ease and inheriting the earth.  Here the use of the word nephesh - soul, has no spiritual connotation but is an expression denoting the whole person.  See notes on the word in Psalm 3:2, EBCWA Book #49-1. 

It is to be noted that it is his seed that shall inherit the earth.  The godly man who is led in the ways of God will dwell at ease, which gives the general idea of physical security and subsequent peace of mind, with the benefits of this passing on to ‘his seed’.  The inheriting the earth is a reference to what was originally God’s promise regarding the land of Canaan as a possession for obedience to his law (Exodus 20:12).  It came to be “…synonymous with outward worldly prosperity; with length of days, and happiness in the earth” (Barnes).

These verses were fulfilled in David’s life and the life of Solomon his son.

DOCTRINE

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CAPACITY FOR LIFE  see page 56
Psalm 25:14  

“The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Secret

sod

sode

council, counsel, assembly

LORD 

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Fear

yare

yaw-ray'

 fearing, reverent, afraid

Show

yada

yaw-dah'

to know (properly to ascertain by seeing)

Covenant
beriyth

ber-eeth'

a compact (made by passing between pieces of flesh

The secret of the Lord - The word here rendered ‘secret’ - sod, properly means a couch or cushion; and then, a divan or circle of friends sitting together; then, deliberation or consultation; then, familiar contact, intimacy; and then, a “secret,” - as if it were the result of a private consultation among friends, or something which pertained to them, and which they did not wish to have known (Barnes). It is rendered elsewhere in Scripture as ‘counsel’ and ‘assembly’.

Counsel would probably be the best translation for it is has the meaning of advice and ruling (on all or any matter), and is in keeping with the idea of the LORD’s teaching and guidance expressed in vss.8-10.

He will show them his covenant completes the parallelism, for the showing, the revelation, the full understanding of his covenant is the Lord’s desire for his people.  The Old Covenant was a covenant of Law, and to know the Law was to know sin (Romans 3:20), yet within the old covenant was also the atonement, with material blessings as the reward for a life of faith (Deuteronomy 11:22-25; Leviticus 17:11).  There is a very clear parallel to this in the Christian life and one that should give understanding to this verse and to the Old Testament system of faith.  Holiness is unattainable to sinners, yet sinners have forgiveness in Christ our Passover, and by means of a life of faith are blessed with the “peace of God, which passeth all understanding” a peace which shall “keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).  

DOCTRINE

SALVATION:  SIN - BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD
INTRODUCTION

1. The Character of God:

a) God is sovereign, absolute righteousness, justice, love, eternal life, all powerful, all knowing everywhere, unchangeable and truth.

b) God is one in essence but three in personality:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These three personalities have the same essence.

c) God the Father is the planner of man's salvation; God the Son is the executor of the plan of salvation, and God the Holy Spirit is the revealer of this plan.

2. God's Divine Plan:

a) A conference was held in eternity past between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Divine Planning) whereby it was made possible for man to have fellowship with God.

b) God's foreknowledge recognized a barrier would exist in time and that all people would be behind this barrier. (Romans 3:23)

c) Sin is a failure to measure up to God's perfect righteousness, a failure to possess "The perfect righteousness". Man cannot remove this barrier. God's Righteousness and Justice must be satisfied before His love can come to man.

d) God the Father is the author of a plan whereby He decided to treat the human race on the basis of Grace (all the Father does for us). Grace is receiving a gift. It is undeserved and unmerited, and contrary to all human concepts.

e) God the Son removed the barrier by His death on the cross. We receive Him as our personal Saviour, and perfect righteousness is credited to us. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

AN EXPLANATION OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

1. Problem of Sin:

a) Sin exists in three categories:  imputed sin, (all sinned when Adam sinned) inherent sin (the sinful nature) personal sin (sins committed).

b) Man is a sinner because Adam sinned and passed down the sin nature to the human race. The penalty of sin is spiritual death (Romans 5:12, 6:23) Every member of the human race is a sinner as far as God is concerned. (Romans 3:23)

c) In John 8:31-32 Jesus Christ addressed the Jews who believed on Him and told them to go on in truth and use what He provided. Truth sets us free from the Mosaic Law to serve the Lord and operate in grace.

d) The unbelieving, religious Jews (v 33) said they were Abraham's seed and not in bondage. They were actually in bondage to the Roman Empire, their religious leaders, and the Mosaic Law. He told them about the bondage of sin.

e) They are all born in the slavery of sin, for no member of the human race can free himself or other members of the human race. Jesus Christ became true humanity to liberate the human race. He was born outside the slavery of sin by the virgin birth as the God-Man. He paid the price for freedom of the human race - this is redemption.

2. Solution to the Problem of Sin:  Redemption and Atonement:

a) The "son abides in the house forever" (John 8:35), for Jesus Christ is "the son". He is eternal life and holy and when man believes on Him man is free and enters into union with Jesus Christ. Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ, not a religion.

b) The purchase price of our redemption is His blood (1 Peter 1:18,19, Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 1:5, Hebrews 9:11-14, Galatians 3:13) , representing His death. Jesus Christ bore the sins of the whole world (past, present and future) on the cross.

c) God is absolute righteousness and justice; the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23, Colossians 2:14). Jesus Christ cancelled the "IOU" the human race owed God. The human race owes God perfect righteousness.

d) God is perfect righteousness and we cannot pay perfect righteousness. Jesus Christ died on the cross, paying the penalty of our sins. This is expiation (Romans 5:8)

e) The doctrines of Redemption and Expiation are found in Psalm 22:1-6. God the Father and Holy Spirit left the Son because He was bearing our sins on the cross. (Matthew 27:46)

3. The Problem of the Penalty of Sin solved by Expiation (Colossians 2:14)(Romans 6:23) 

a) Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

b) By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

4. The Problem of Physical Birth (John 3) and its Solution:  Regeneration:(John 3:1-15)

a) Nicodemus (v 1) was a Pharisee. He was a very religious man, attending church three times a day and praying seven times a day. He was sincere and was a product of "salvation by works".

b) He was also a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night because he was too busy during the day doing "good". (v 2)

c) He called Jesus Rabbi or "Doctor". He admitted more than most Pharisees for he said they knew Jesus came from God, for no one could keep doing the miracles He did except God was with Him. (v 2)

d) Jesus interrupted, knowing his problem. "Except a man be born again". Nicodemus needed to be born again. (v 3)

e) Why is the new birth necessary? Man is born in this world with a soul (ability to understand and categorize human phenomena), a conscience (standard by which we judge right or wrong), and a sin nature (the source of all personal sins). The human spirit is inactivated. We are born physically alive and capable of having fellowship with members of the human race, but we are spiritually dead and cannot have fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:1). We need to be born again.

f) Nicodemus' response (v 4). He cannot think in terms of spiritual things for he has no human spirit. He asked if he could be born again physically.

g) The new birth is a spiritual birth (v 5), so Jesus Christ uses spiritual language, - water.

i) The context determines the meaning of "water" (1) Salvation - (Isaiah 55:1, Revelation 22:17) (2) God the Holy Spirit - (John 7:37-39) (3) God's Word - (1 Peter 1:23, Ephesians 5:26, James 1:18)

ii) Here "water" is used symbolically for God's Word. The new birth is a spiritual birth. The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of eternal relationship with God.

h) Contrast of two births (v 6). "That which is born of the flesh is flesh (physical birth). That which is born of the Spirit is spirit (spiritual birth)." Nicodemus should not be surprised (v 7). He needed to be born again.

i) The illustration (v 8) the wind. It can be heard but not seen. The new birth is not visible. Nicodemus still does not understand (v 9).

j) Jesus Christ used sarcasm (v 10,11) to shock Nicodemus. He is a doctor of divinity and does not understand. The Trinity ("we") knows what they speak (all knowing). Nicodemus does not have an open mind.

k) No member of the human race (v 13) ever ascended, but Jesus Christ who came from heaven (as the God Man). As God He is everywhere, and as God and Man, Jesus Christ is on earth at the same time.

l) How to be born again (v 14,15). Jesus Christ refers to (Numbers 21:4-9) the incident of the brazen serpent which was raised on a pole. This pictures Jesus Christ hanging on the cross bearing the sins of the world. (Colossians 2:14,15)

m) The result (v 15). Whoever believes in Jesus Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. The problem of physical birth is removed by the new birth. We are born spiritually by regeneration or the new birth.

5. Problem of Human Righteousness and Its Solution:  Justification and Imputation:

a) Man has no righteousness in himself as far as God's viewpoint is concerned although he may be more righteous than other members of the human race when he compares himself with them. (Isaiah 64:6)

b) God is absolute righteousness and He cannot have fellowship with us when we have human righteousness. Good deeds put us more in debt to God. (Romans 4:1-4)

c) Perfect or absolute righteousness is credited or imputed to us at the moment of salvation. (2 Corinthians 5:21) -imputation.

d) We are justified or made righteous on the basis of the absolute righteousness which God gives us.

6. Problem of the Character of God and Its Solution:  Propitiation and Reconciliation.

a) Propitiation is an act of God whereby He is satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus Christ satisfied the righteousness and justice of God.

b) Reconciliation looks at the cross from man's viewpoint. Man is reconciled to God. God is never said to be reconciled. Propitiation looks at the cross from God's viewpoint.

7. Problem of Position in Adam and Its Solution:  Positional in Christ

a) At the moment of salvation we enter into union with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:38,39, 2 Corinthians 5:17). This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)

b) By our first birth we are "in Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:22). By the new birth we share Christ's eternal life, His righteousness, His destiny, His sonship, His priesthood. etc. Everything He is, we are-, and all He has, we have.

c) Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ that cannot change. The barrier between God and man has been removed by Jesus Christ on the cross.

d) The issue now is the person of Jesus Christ. He has solved the problem of sin in the human race.

SUMMARY OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

BARRIER



WORK OF CHRIST

SIN

(Romans 3:23)


Redemption (1 Corinthians 1:29-30, Colossians 1:14)





Atonement (1 John 2:2, 2 Peter 2:1)

PENALTY


Expiation (Colossians 2:14)

(Romans 6:23)

BIRTH



Regeneration (John 3:3, Galatians 3:26, John 1:11-12)

(John 3:6)

CHARACTER OF GOD

Propitiation (1 John 2:2, Romans 3:25)

(Romans 3:23)

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MAN
Justification (Romans 3:24, Romans 5:1)

(Isaiah 64:6)


Imputation (Romans 3:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

LIFE (1 Corinthians 15:22)

Position in Christ (1 John 5:11-12)  (1 Corinthians 15:22)

Psalm 25:15  

“Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Mine eyes
ayin

ah'-yin

of physical eye; of mental and spiritual faculties

Ever

tamiyd

taw-meed' 
continuity, perpetuity, to stretch

Toward

el  

ale

to, toward, unto

LORD

yehovah

yeh-ho-vaw'
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Shall pluck
yatsa

yaw-tsaw'
to cause to go or come out, bring out, lead out
Net

resheth

reh'-sheth
a net, a trap
When walking an unknown road it is well to keep ones eyes on the ground to avoid the pitfalls, yet in his life David determines to keep his eyes fixed on the LORD and not on what may, or may not, lie ahead.  Just as there is uneven ground underfoot, so there is in the spiritual life and we need to be in constant touch with the one who sees the unknown and the unseen, and who is able to guide our thoughts and our decisions.  God’s word is “a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105) and it is by means of his word that he guides his people.  If his people are not taught, and do not study his word, they cannot know his will and are thereby susceptible to vain philosophies and in danger of being turned away from the truth (2Timothy 4:1-4).

In Ephesians 6:12 we see those dangers as principalities, as powers, as the rulers of the darkness of this world, and as spiritual wickedness in high places, and we need to put on the whole armour of God (Ephesians 6:13-18) so that we can stand and not be ensnared; so that we do not have our feet taken out from under us.  The word for stand in this passage is histemi and means to be caused or made capable of standing.  It is God who makes us able to stand and therefore we, like David, need to have our eyes ever toward the LORD.

He shall pluck my feet out of the net: Through the wisdom gained in study and application of Bible doctrine, God makes his people aware of the dangers inherent in the world’s views; the philosophies of men.  

Philosophy is man’s attempt to understand spiritual issues whilst allowing the sin nature to remain in control; this includes religion.  To see the truth of this we need only look at the philosophies of rationalism and empiricism, of atheism and of evolution; all of which, in their denial of the Creator, prompts man’s spiritual nature to seek God in naturalism, polytheism, pantheism, fatalism, and legalism.  These are the spiritual nets from which knowledge of God plucks yatsa, delivers us.  

DOCTRINE

GENESIS 1:1
In Genesis 1:1 we have one of the most attacked verses in the Bible, we have 8 factors:

The Character of God


-
which opposes atheism

The existence of an Eternal Creator

-
which opposes polytheism

Creation of matter


-
which opposes evolution

God is above and beyond all things

- 
which opposes pantheism  (worship of many gods)

Freedom of God



- 
which opposes fatalism

Requirement for Supernatural Revelation 
- 
which opposes naturalism

Appeals to faith



- 
which opposes rationalism, empiricism

Utter helplessness of man (grace)

- 
which opposes legalism

It can be seen therefore why verse 1 is so attacked as every form of false doctrine that has ever existed is refuted by this verse.

PHILOSOPHY

1. Philosophy does not lead to wisdom. (Job 28:12-13,20-21).

2. It is a futile exercise. (Ecclesiastes 8:17; 1 Corinthians 3:19,20)

3. It does not produce happiness. (Ecclesiastes 1:13-18)

4. It leads to death. (Proverbs 14:12; 1 Corinthians 1:18-22)

5. We cannot find God through it. (Matthew 11:25; 16:17; 1 Corinthians 1:20,21; 2:13)

6. Philosophy is useless in preaching (1 Corinthians 1:20,21; 2:1) as it will rob the gospel of its power. (1 Corinthians 1:17). Basic doctrines are then doubted or even denied, as is done in liberal theology.

7. Philosophy is a hindrance in coming to faith. (Acts 17:32; 1 Corinthians 1:23; 1 Timothy 6:20-21)

8. It has to be avoided. (Proverbs 3:5,7; 1 Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 2:8; 1 Timothy 6:20,21).

9. Real wisdom is to know and worship God. (Job 28:28; Psalm 11 1:10; Proverbs 1-7; 9:10; 14:16)

10. Philosophy creates "mental blocks" in the mind. This makes it hard for someone who has been trained in it to understand and accept Biblical truths.

11. A few examples as illustration-

a) Evolution: Leaves no room for a Creator, that is, for God.

b) Humanism: Denies the existence of God, human soul, life after death, heaven, hell, of absolute values in morals or otherwise.

c) Psychiatry: Does not keep man responsible for his deeds. It denies the root of all man's problems:  sin.

d) Anthropology: Teaches evolution in human society. What is called "primitive man" or "stone age man" is, in reality, the end product of degeneration through sin.

Psalm 25:16  

“Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Turn

panah

paw-naw'
to turn; by implication to face

Mercy

chanan

khaw-nan'
to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior

Desolate

yachiyd

yaw-kheed'
only, only one, solitary

Afflicted

aniy

aw-nee'

poor, afflicted, humble, wretched

The Psalmist feels isolated; it is as if the LORD has turned from him, yet the Lord does not forsake those who are his (Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:5; 1Chronicles 28:20), therefore such feelings of isolation are due to testing or unbelief.  We know from David’s writings that unbelief is not the cause yet he was often tested and disciplined, by the LORD withdrawing ‘fellowship’.  Such testing is designed to make people ‘God-reliant’ and not self-reliant.  Self-reliance will end in disaster, for it ends in reliance on humanistic philosophies and separation from the truth.  There is no greater disaster than for the believer to lose sight of God; it will end in misery and even psychosis or death.

David felt desolate (isolated) and afflicted (wretched), and it had the desired effect of turning him fully to the LORD in prayer.  

It is a fact of life that strength (of body as well as of mind) comes only from application.  Muscles hurt when used, and it is only as they are used again and again that they become strong and unyielding.  It is exactly the same with the mind, for it is only as we come through life’s trials that we fulfil our capacity for endurance and are therefore able to endure.  

It is within the mind that the spiritual life is lived and it is as we are renewed in the spirit of our minds that we ‘put on’ enduo - clothe ourselves with the new man, which according to God’s will is created in righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:23-24).  

The pride of our old nature hurts when confronted with true holiness and it rebels against the Spirit; this is the warfare within our souls, the battle which God wants us to fight and win, and the major reason he allows ‘pressure testing’ in our lives; so that we will be strong and overcome the world, the flesh and the Devil. 

DOCTRINES

PRAYER see page 72 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING see page 23
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OVERCOMER
1. Definition of an overcomer - "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:4,5). It is seen that an overcomer is a believer and we become overcomers at the point of salvation.

2. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." - believers will live with God in heaven forever. (Revelation 2:7)

3. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" - believers will not be subject to the lake of fire. (Revelation 2:11)

4. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." - believers are accepted by God on the basis of His provision. (Revelation 2:17)

5. "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star." - believers will rule over the nations and will be honoured. (Revelation 2:26-28)

6. "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels." - believers are justified and sanctified by the death of our Lord and their names are permanently in the book of the living. (Revelation 3:5)

7. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name." - believers will have access to the Holy Places of God and will eternally be identified with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:12)

8. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." - believers will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 3:21)

CHRISTIAN LIFE - OVERCOMING BY FAITH see page 70

Psalm 25:17-18  

“The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses.  Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Troubles

tsarah

tsaw-raw'
adversity, affliction, anguish, distress, tribulation

Heart

lebab

lay-bawb'
inner man, mind, will, heart, soul, understanding

Enlarged
rachab

raw-khab'
to be or grow wide, be or grow large

Bring out
yatsa

yaw-tsaw'
to go out, come out, exit, go forth


Distress

metsuqah  
mets-oo-kaw'
narrowness, that is, (figuratively) trouble: - anguish

Look

ra’ah

raw-aw'

to see, look at, inspect, perceive, consider

Affliction

oniy

on-ee'

affliction, poverty, misery

Pain

amal

aw-mawl'
toil, trouble, labour

Forgive

na’sa  

naw-saw',
to lift, bear up, carry, take

Sin


chatta’ah    
khat-taw-aw'
sin, sinful, offence

The trouble – tsarah, adversity, affliction and distress David is experiencing, is of my heart (they are not external).  External troubles would include past sins, sins that had already been forgiven (vs.7), and the hatred of many people (vs.19), hatred that another time is of little consequence (Psalm 56:11).  

If at this moment David was enjoying fellowship and communion with the LORD such external troubles would not be affecting him, but the constant pressure of memory and confrontation has worn him down and he is no longer able to cope. The troubles have been enlarged (accentuated) by a lack of communion from the LORD (vs.16) and are gaining power over him, they are affecting him to the point of real distress and again he cries out to the LORD. 

Bring thou me out of my distresses: The only deliverance from this anguish of soul will be when communion with God is restored and that is the LORD’s prerogative.  A believer may confess his sin, may be steadfast in prayer, may do all that God requires of him, yet deliverance from “diverse temptations” is in the LORD’s time and will take place when the “trying of your faith” has accomplished patience.  God exhorts us to let patience be perfected in us, so that we may be complete in all things spiritual, with nothing left unaccomplished (James 1:2-4).   

  David is in a bad way, he describes his anguish as affliction and pain yet they add up to the fact that God was standing back as it were, leaving him to his own devices; and those devices were not good enough.  Again he asks for forgiveness, forgive all my sins.  Because of his emotional turmoil, these probably include past sins, sins which still weighed heavily on his memory and almost certainly had been a factor in his committing other sins; sins of worry and impatience and perhaps even anger and rebellion.  Our emotions are not so easily controlled and distress makes us even weaker.  In such a case confession of sin becomes necessary.

Every believer who is dedicated to the Lord and desires a closer walk with God will go through such trials.  Knowledge of God’s word is vital, but it must be more than just knowledge.  It is God’s ultimate goal for his people to be conformed, to measure up, to live according to the standards of that word; to have those standards as ones own and adhere to them, even in thought.  David’s psalms are an honest account of his progress toward stability and maturity; he does not hesitate to confess his weaknesses before God, and God in turn has honoured David by allowing him to be an example to us all.   

DOCTRINE
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DOUBT see page 26

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY
1.  God is able to keep us and bless us (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a) Stand fast in the word 1Corinthians 16:13.

b) Stand fast in our liberty Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c) Stand fast in one spirit (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d) Stand fast in the Lord (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e) Stand fast in doctrine 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. Strength and stability come in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident  (1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33).

8. God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives (Romans 14:4, Jude 24). 

9. Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it. e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. Profile of the stable believer under pressure 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

Psalm 25:19  

“Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Consider
ra’ah

raw-aw' 

to see, look at, inspect, perceive, consider

Enemies

oyeb  

o-yabe

hating; an adversary: - enemy, foe

Many

rabab

raw-bab' 
to be many, be much, be great

Hate

sa’ne

saw-nay'

to hate, be hateful

Cruel

chamas

khaw-mawce' 
violence, wrong, cruelty, injustice

Hatred

sin’ah

sin-aw' 

hating, hatred, hate

As was shown in the notes of the last verse the enmity of many did not concern David at another time, “In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me” (Psalm 56:11), but here we see David in emotional despair because the LORD had withdrawn the comfort and strength of his presence.  The pressure tests that God allows in our lives are so that we might respond positively to them, by seeing them for what they are, a means of strengthening us and making us reliant on the Lord.  

It is not God’s intention that they should cause us to sin, yet so often we react against them in impatience, petulance and anger.  Such a reaction is sin; we fall short of God’s purpose.  Sin then causes real alienation from God, which accentuates even more the emotional upheaval and the fear of external troubles. 

  Consider mine enemies…  they are many…  they hate me with cruel hatred:  This is the lowest point of the psalm.  In vss.8-15 David is constantly recalling the goodness and grace of God, then in vs.16 he takes his eyes off the LORD and looks inward.  There he sees desolation, affliction and distress and feels helpless against the power of the world and the flesh.  It is David who is considering mine enemies and their vindictive hatred overwhelms him. 

But in the very act of completing this psalm David acknowledges those sins that have affected him so badly and looks to the LORD for deliverance and preservation. 

Psalm 25:20-21  

“O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee.  Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Keep

shamar

shaw-mar' 
to hedge about (as with thorns), that is, guard

Soul

nephesh

neh'-fesh
soul, self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living being

Deliver

natsal

naw-tsal'

to snatch away, deliver, rescue, save, strip, plunder

Ashamed
bush

boosh 

to put to shame, be ashamed, be disconcerted, be disappointed

Trust

chasah

khaw-saw'
to flee for protection; figuratively to confide in

Integrity

tom

tome

completeness; (figuratively) prosperity; (morally) innocence

Uprightness
yosher

yo'-sher

straightness, uprightness

Preserve
natsar

naw-tsar'
to guard, watch, watch over, keep

Wait

qavah

kaw-vaw'
to wait, look for, hope, expect

Keep my soul: All that David had experienced (vss.16-19), he now petitions God to keep, to guard his soul against.  He also asks for deliverance from such external pressures as ‘cruel hatred’, but it was of greater importance that his soul was kept from inward pressure; it was more important that his peace of mind was maintained.  The one who, in times of external pressure has peace of mind and tranquillity of soul, is the one who is a living testimony to the grace and mercy of God 

Deliver me… let me not be ashamed:  Deliver - natsal is to be snatched away, to be rescued and this is a physical deliverance from external forces.  David wants such deliverance because the consequences of falling into enemy hands would end in utter shame for him and for the LORD, for it was the LORD who had anointed him King of Israel.  In such circumstances defeat would be a reversal of God’s will, and such a thought was abhorrent to David. 

Misery and anguish can be quickly overcome by confession, forgiveness and restoration (1 John 1:9), but to fall into the enemy’s hands can lead to destruction (C.f. 2 Corinthians 11:3; Galatians 1:6-9; 1 Corinthians 5:5-6; Romans 6:16).

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me:  There is a possibility that David is looking forward to a time when “patience has had her perfect work in him” (James 1:2-4), a time when integrity and uprightness are the standards attained through suffering and standards that will preserve him in the future.  This is a Biblical truth but is unlikely to be David’s meaning here.  

In Psalm 7:8 we see David asking the LORD to judge him according to the righteousness and integrity that was in him.  However, the context of that psalm shows him, not to be claiming uprightness and integrity as personal attributes but claiming innocence in a particular matter and asking God to vindicate his innocence.  See notes EBCWA Book # 49-1 page 80. 

In Psalm 25, David’s abject dependence upon the LORD and the parallelism within verses 20 – 21, makes it certain that the integrity and uprightness belong to God.  

In the first part of the parallelism (vs.20) it is to the LORD that David has made a petition, for the ‘keeping of his soul’ and for ‘deliverance’, and it is in the LORD that he has ‘put his trust’.  Now (vs.21) he asks that integrity and uprightness might preserve - watch over and keep him.  In David’s view it is reasonable to wait - qavah, reasonable to look, to hope, to expect the perfect and upright God to preserve, to work for the protection of those who call upon him, those “who are wronged and injured by their fellow-men; those who flee to God for refuge in time of persecution and trouble” Barnes.

Psalm 25:22  

“Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Pronunciation 
Meaning

Redeem

padah

paw-daw'
to ransom, redeem, rescue, deliver

Israel

yis'ra'el

yis-raw-ale'
he will rule as God; symbolical name of Jacob; also of his posterity

God

'elohiym

el-o-heem'
gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically the supreme God

Troubles

tsarah

tsaw-raw'
adversity, affliction, anguish, distress, tribulation

Redeem Israel, O God:  Israel is the name given to Jacob when he ‘wrestled’ with God in demanding a blessing (Genesis 32:24-30).  It became the name of his progeny, his twelve sons and their tribes and their descendents, the Jewish people.  The Jewish people are called Israel.  It is therefore a reference, a prayer for the deliverance of the people of David’s kingdom.  His first prayers are for himself, because as the LORD’s anointed King, the stability of the kingdom depended on his own deliverance, then he prayed for the people.  

There were many who would have been swayed by the propaganda and sedition of David’s enemies and needed deliverance from that subversion.  David’s prayer is for deliverance for the people so that the nation might be free from sedition and enter into national peace and prosperity.

Troubles – tsarah, adversity, affliction, anguish, distress and tribulation are inevitable in nations torn apart by subversion, rebellion and revolution.  In the present age we are seeing this on a worldwide scale.  The insurrection in Israel would have been just as destructive had David been defeated.  The Lord’s intervention is the only solution in a world gone mad, but that intervention will only herald peace to those who look to him for deliverance.  To those who are rebellious it will herald destruction.

David’s prayer is therefore momentous and timely, for the security of Israel was at stake.  

Bibliography:

All Hebrew and Greek etymology is taken from either Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries or Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Definitions unless otherwise stated.

English pronunciations of the Hebrew words are according to Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionary.

All Bible quotations are from the KJV unless otherwise stated.

Barnes Alfred

Notes on the Old Testament


1798-1870

Clarke Adam


Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible

1715 – 1832

Easton MG


Easton Bible Dictionary



1897

Gill John Dr.


John Gill’s Exposition of the entire Bible 

1690-1771


Henry Matthew

Concise Commentary on the Whole Bible

1706

International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia   James Orr, MA, DD, General Editor
1939

Green Jay P Snr.

Literal Translation of the Holy Bible.


1976 - 2000

Moses Peter
Dr.

Bible Topic Book  



Jan. 2000

Torrey RA 


New Topical Textbook



Unknown

 Vines W.E.


Vines Expository Dictionary


1996

Yates Ian B


Sermons on Psalm 23



Unknown 

INDEX of DOCTRINES

	DOCTRINE


	PAGE

	ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT
	59

	ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS
	70

	BIBLE:  INSPIRATION
	39

	BIBLE:  WORD OF GOD – HEBREWS 4:12
	83

	BLASPHEMY
	27

	BOOKS
	31

	CHURCH
	39

	CHURCH: PASTORAL AUTHORITY
	76

	CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE
	16

	CHRIST:  CRIES OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS
	19

	CHRIST:  FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS
	5

	CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD – MAN
	31

	CHRIST:  IMMORTALITY
	21

	CHRIST:  ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST
	41

	CHRIST:  PROPHECIES ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION
	19

	CHRIST:  RESSURECTION BODY
	22

	CHRIST:  TRANSFIGURATION
	46

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST
	52

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER
	52

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CAPACITY FOR LIFE
	56

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS
	25

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DOUBT
	26

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH
	70

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
	80

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OVERCOMER
	90

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY
	64

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY
	92

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING
	23

	FEAR
	73

	GENESIS 1:1
	89

	GRACE
	77

	ISRAEL
	67

	ISRAEL:  JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL
	67

	ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE
	68

	GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD
	15

	GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD
	80

	GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREEWILL
	28

	HOPE
	9

	HUMILITY
	82

	JUSTICE
	14

	KINGDOM
	47

	KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM
	47

	MERCY
	83

	NATIONS:  DESTINY OF NATIONS
	45

	NIMROD – INTERNATIONALISM
	45

	PHILOSOPHY
	89

	PRAYER
	72

	PROMISES
	7

	SALVATION:  SANCTIFICATION
	42

	SALVATION:  SIN - BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD
	86

	SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT
	38

	TABERNACLE
	11



































PAGE  



PSALMS 21                                                                                 22

