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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION
Ruth is a lovely, gentle book, yet it is an important part of Scripture. Alongside Esther it is one of only two books in the Bible devoted to the story of a woman. The book originally formed part of the book of Judges in the ancient Hebrew Canon, supplementary to that book, and it forms a connecting link between Judges and Samuel. Ruth is a book that is not quoted in the New Testament, unless the genealogy in Matthew 1 draws from it. 

We do not know who wrote Ruth, but Judges is often ascribed to Samuel, so if it truly started life as an appendix to Judges then it is possible that Samuel was the author, but this is no more than conjecture. As a part of Holy Scripture, the canonicity of Ruth has never been seriously questioned.

As to when it was written, it is implied from chapter 1:1 that it was after the crowning of Saul as king, given that it appears to look back to the period when the judges ruled. It seems to have been written after the birth of David, for he is mentioned twice in chapter 4, but probably before the birth of Solomon, for he would probably have been mentioned had he been born. 

A further reason for this was that the prejudice against Moabite women became more intense as time passed, so it is unlikely that a book like this would have been written, or if it had it would not have been incorporated into the canon of Hebrew Scripture, had it been written after the time of David. 

The fact that David sent his own parents into Moab for safety (1 Samuel. 22:3) would tend to confirm that Israel was not unduly at odds with Moab around this time. It is also likely that Ruth was written some time after the period to which it referred, because in 4:7 it refers to the type of contract that was common “in earlier times”, thus suggesting that culture and society had moved on since then.

Ruth was one of the five scrolls sung at the great festivals of Israel. It was to be read at the Feast of Pentecost along with the story of the giving of the Law at Sinai, and thus it becomes part of the great story of God’s salvation of His people. It has an underlying theme of God providentially guiding and blessing His people. 

We know from verse 1 that the story is set in the time when the judges ruled in Israel, but we are not told when exactly the incident occurred. It must have been towards the beginning of the judges' time, for Boaz, who married Ruth, was born of Rahab, who received the spies in Joshua's time. Some think it was in the days of Ehud, others of Deborah; others suggest it was in the days of Gideon, because in his days only we read of a famine by the Midianites' invasion, (Judges 6:3, Judges 6:4.). 

However, Josephus places it in the government of Eli, but that is too late for Boaz, the grandfather of Jesse, the father of David, to live. Some Jewish writers, as Jarchi, say it was in the times of Ibzan, who they say is the same with Boaz as both came from Bethlehem, but without proof, and whose times are too late also for this history. The Jewish chronology comes nearer the truth, which carries it up as high as the times of Eglon, king of Moab, when Ehud was judge, which would place it in the period of Judges 3.

The book is set in Bethlehem, which is south of Jerusalem. It is normally a fruitful land and quite well watered. Moab is on the other side of the Dead Sea, towards the south-east. It also is a fertile and productive land when well cultivated. 

There are many pictures of Christ and His church in Ruth, which will unfold as we work through the book. At its simplest, the book is about a wealthy, influential Jewish man taking a Gentile bride. There are similarities with both Joseph and Moses, who also took Gentile brides, and who were both types of Christ. 

As mentioned above, the book was read as part of the celebrations at the Feast of Pentecost, which is generally acknowledged to be the birthday of the church in the year that Jesus Christ was crucified. Obviously the Feast has its roots in Jewish history, but the church has become largely gentile over the centuries, and is described in the New Testament as the Bride of Christ. As such, Boaz wooing and taking his gentile bride can be seen as a picture (in embryo) of Christ taking the church as His bride. 

There are, however, other themes that can be drawn from the book, including the lesson that there is a dignity in what we might call the ordinary things of life, and that God is interested and involved in these. God is interested in ordinary family life, which He wants to see lived out in humble submission and obedience to Him. We also learn that God exercises watchful care over those who trust and fear Him, even in times of adversity. God’s care extends to foreigners outside the house of Israel, thus confirming His concern for all mankind, and His desire to see all nations come to him. A further aspect that comes from the book is that we learn more of the pedigree of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

Refer to the Topics RUTH and CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

DIVISION OF RUTH

The book of Ruth can be divided as follow:

1. Elimelech & Naomi run from their problems (1:1-5)

2. Naomi decides to return home (1:6-14)

3. Ruth pledges allegiance to Naomi (1:15-18)

4. Naomi’s bitterness towards God (1:19-22)

5. Ruth gleans in the field of Boaz (2:1-3)

6. Boaz hears of Ruth (2:4-7)

7. Boaz speaks to Ruth and offers her protection (2:8-16)

8. Ruth and Naomi discuss the day (2:17-23)

9. Ruth prepares to meet Boaz (3:1-5)

10. The night time encounter (3:6-14)

11. Boaz shows more kindness to Ruth (3:15-18)

12. Boaz speaks to his relative (4:1-6)

13. The transaction is done (4:7-12)

14. Ruth and Boaz have a son (4:13-22)

CHAPTER 1

RUTH 1:1-5
Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. And the name of the man [was] Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one [was] Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her husband. 

KEY WORDS

	It came to pass
	Hayah
	Exist, be, become, come to pass

	Days
	Yom
	Day, age

	Ruled
	Shaphat
	Judge, govern, punish

	Famine
	Ra ab
	Dearth, famine, hunger

	Land
	Erets
	Earth, country, field, land

	Man
	Iysh
	Man (individual/male person)

	Bethlehem
	Beythlechem
	House of bread, Bethlehem

	Sojourn
	Gur
	Sojourn, abide, dwell, remain

	Country
	Sadeh /saday
	Field, land, country

	Wife
	Ishshah
	Woman, wife

	Sons
	Ben
	Son, (inc grandson, nation)

	Name
	Shem
	Appellation, authority, character

	Died
	Muth
	Die, destroy, kill, slay

	(was) Left
	Sha ar
	Be redundant, left, remain

	Took
	Nasa
	Lift, receive, marry

	Dwelled
	Yashab
	Dwell, remain, settle

	Year
	Shaneh
	Year, age

	Both
	Shnayim
	Both, couple, double, two

	Son
	Yeled
	Boy, child, son, young man


REFLECTION

The book starts with the words “Now it came to pass”, which brings us straight into a sense of divine providence, for God directs the events that come to pass in this world. The theme of God’s providential interest in the affairs of men and families recurs often in the book. Refer to the topics GOD: GOD CARES FOR YOU, GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS  - FAMILY

Regardless of the exact time period, it is clear that there was a famine in Israel, well beyond just the locality of the Bethlehem region where Naomi and Elimelech lived. 

It is interesting that although the judges generally ruled in various parts of Israel, God focuses here on Bethlehem, which was of course to be the place where His Son would be born. There are therefore messianic hints in the location for the book of Ruth. 

The name Bethlehem means “House of bread”, yet when God moves in judgement there was a famine, presumably because the people were not walking in obedience to Him. In the Old Testament, it was not uncommon for God to judge people with famine. This is especially pertinent when we consider that Israel was to be a land flowing with milk and honey, so if God withheld His blessing there must have been a reason for it. 

When God does move in judgement it is wise to take note and examine our ways. In our day, so often there is a famine of hearing the true word of God, and each of us should ensure that we study God’s word to receive the spiritual nourishment we need. It seems that Elimelech majored on the physical and not the spiritual, and while it is normal and natural for a man to want to provide for his family (indeed it is a Biblical injunction – 2 Thessalonians  3:10), we should not do it at the expense of the blessing of God. There is a poignancy here in that years later Jesus, the Bread of Life, was born in the “House of Bread”, namely Bethlehem.

We enter the story at a depressing time. The famine in the land of Israel was severe enough to warrant Elimelech taking his family abroad to Moab, hopefully to survive. The passage suggests that Elimelech was basically running away from his problems, which is never a good thing to do in God’s sight. Certainly life was not easy, but we are to live by faith, and the text suggests that Elimelech was not doing this. 

During the period of the judges, there were a number of low points in the life of Israel as a nation, and there were many who failed to live by faith in a good relationship with God, which of course each of us is called to do. The Israelites were not forbidden to sojourn elsewhere, but they were not to do this as a form of running away from problems. It also needs to be borne in mind that Elimelech moved from the Promised Land to the land of Israel’s enemy. 

The Moabites were descendants of Lot from his incestuous union with his firstborn daughter (Genesis 19:30-38). They became Israel’s enemy because of the way they treated the Jews during their journey from Egypt to Canaan (Deuteronomy 23:3-6). During the time of the judges, Moab invaded Israel and ruled over them for 18 years (Judges 3:12-14), although there were periods when the nations were not so opposed. We do know that when the Midianites invaded the land during the time of the judges, they often destroyed the crops, so this may well have produced famine, as in the case in this book. 

There are some who take the view that Boaz was a contemporary of Gideon, who delivered Israel from Midian. Depending upon exactly when the events took place, it may have been a strange choice for Elimelech to take to move his family there, other than the basic need for food. 

It is important for each of us that we walk closely with God, living by faith, so that we are in the centre of His will at all times. It is also worth bearing in mind that the whole family were affected by the move, which underscores the need for parents to seek God’s will for the best in terms of the plans He has for us. It is rare that a person’s actions occur in isolation without having repercussions for other people. Refer to topic CHRISTIAN LIFE:  WALKING

Whilst in Moab, his two sons find Moabite wives, even though Jews were forbidden to marry Gentile women, especially Moabites and Ammonites (see Deut. 7:1-6; 23:1-6). Over a period of 10 years Elimelech dies, and so do both his sons, leaving Naomi alone with her 2 daughters in law. The name Elimelech means “My God is King”, so it is a sad situation whereby he felt obliged to go off to Moab to try and survive, only to die there. The fact that the 2 sons end up marrying Moabite girls could suggest that the family did not fully have God as King, as this would not maintain a pure Jewish line in the family, quite apart from being against God’s law. 

It is worth mentioning the names of the two sons – Mahlon means “sick” and Chilion means “pining away”. The first did indeed fall sick in Moab, and died. The second was away from home, probably pined for it, and he too died. It is perhaps ironic that Elimelech and his family left Israel to escape death, but for the men in the family that is what they faced, leaving 3 women as widows. Although there is no direct judgement spoken against Elimelech and his family for their move to Moab, this may be implicit in the threefold tragedy that struck the family.

It should be mentioned that some have seen in this first section the leading of God for Elimelech to leave Bethlehem with his family, so that they might be preserved, and indeed return with Ruth who was to be part of the line of Christ, instead of a case of disobedience. It could indeed be a valid interpretation of the passage, but either way it is clear that God overruled to ensure that Ruth was brought back to Bethlehem to marry Boaz, as we see later in the book. We can learn from this that God is able to lead through many differing circumstances, and if we do make mistakes, God does not write us off, but is able to take us where we are and continue to use us for His purposes. Refer to Topic CHRISTIAN LIFE :  BACKSLIDING AND RECOVERY

NAOMI DECIDES TO RETURN HOME

RUTH 1:6-14: 

Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in giving them bread.  Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters in law with her; and they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah.  And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each [of you] in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept.  And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.  And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? [are] there yet [any more] sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? Turn again, my daughters, go [your way]; for I am too old to have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, [if] I should have an husband also to night, and should also bear sons;  Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD is gone out against me. And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

KEY WORDS

	Arose
	Qum
	Rise, get up, stir up

	Return
	Shub
	Return, turn back, come again

	Country
	Sadeh
	Country, field, land, ground

	Heard
	Shama
	Hear (intelligently) listen

	Lord
	Yhovah
	Jehovah, the Lord

	Visited
	Paqad
	Visit, oversee, care for

	People
	Am
	Nation, people

	Give
	Nathan
	Give, render, restore

	Bread
	Lechem
	Bread, grain, food

	Went forth
	Yatsa
	Go out, proceed, go forth

	Place
	Maqom
	Land, place

	Daughter in law
	Kallah
	Son’s wife, daughter in law, spouse

	Go (went)
	Halak
	Walk, go (forth, away, along)

	Way
	Derek
	Journey, way, road, course

	Land
	Erets
	Land, country, ground

	Mother
	Em
	Mother (as the bond of the family0

	House
	Bayith
	House, home

	Deal
	Asah
	Do, make

	Kindly
	Chesed
	Kindness, mercy, pity

	Find
	Matsa
	Attain, find, acquire

	Dead
	Muth
	Dead, death

	Rest
	Mnuchah
	Repose, ease, quiet, abode

	Husband
	Iysh
	Man, husband

	Wept
	Bakah
	Weep, bemoan

	Kiss
	Nashaq
	Kiss, touch

	Surely
	Kiy
	Doubtless, truly, surely

	Daughter
	Bath
	Daughter, apple (of the eye)

	Yet
	Od
	Again, still, more, yet

	Hope
	Tiqvah
	Expectation, hope

	Tarry
	Sabar
	Hope, wait, expect

	Grown
	Gadal
	Grow up, increase

	Stay
	Agan
	Debar (from marriage), stay

	Grieveth
	Marar
	Be/make bitter, be grieved

	Hand
	Yad
	Hand (indicating power, direction)

	Voice
	Qol
	Voice, sound, cry

	Cleaved
	Dabaq
	Cling, adhere, follow close


REFLECTION

After 10 years in Moab Naomi hears that God “has visited” His people Israel, which is a Biblical expression of God’s intervention, indicating that He is moving among His people with a purpose. God has chosen to bless his people again, and Bethlehem would once again be the House of Bread. God had shown mercy to His people, as indeed He loves to do.

As a normal principle God will usually show grace before judgement, and mercy after it, for it is His nature to have mercy. There have been various times over the course of history when God has had to discipline His people Israel, but it is His nature to show mercy again when it is right. Refer to Topics ISRAEL:  DIVINE DISCIPLINE, and GRACE

There is almost an irony that for Elimelech and his sons they had moved away only to die, whereas for Naomi (and Ruth) the return to Bethlehem beckoned with blessing and a future. So often we tend to take God’s blessings for granted when we are in a state of good health and prosperity, that sometimes He has to allow difficult times to come to ensure that our focus remains on Him; far better to walk closely with Him in gratitude and humility in both the good and bad times. 

We do, of course, have to be in a place where God can bless us (whether spiritually or physically), and in the case of Naomi she had heard of God blessing Israel again, but was not experiencing it. Her family had moved away from the place where God might bless, so she had to move back again to be in the place to receive from God’s hand again. This underscores the principle of recognising our sins, coming to God and repenting so that He can show His mercy towards us and forgive our shortcomings. The repeated call throughout the Bible is for people to turn from their wicked ways and repent. Here Naomi’s decision was good, but there was no mention of repentance or forgiveness in the passage, and her primary interest seems still to be food, rather than a return to God. Refer to the Topics CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS and CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

Orpah and Ruth had started off on the journey with Naomi (v7), but Naomi tried to stop them. She starts the dialogue by formally trying to release her 2 daughters-in-law from any obligations that they may feel towards her. She tells them to return to their mother’s house; maybe the reference to this rather than the more normal “father’s house” suggests the helplessness of widows in that society without male protection or a recognisable role in society. Refer to the Topic of WOMEN:  WIDOWS

It may be that the mother's house is mentioned, and not the father's, not because they had no father living; for it is certain Ruth had a father as well as a mother, (Ruth 2:11) but because mothers are more affectionate to their daughters, they are frequently closer to one another; and furthermore women in those times had apartments to themselves, and used to take their daughters to them when they became widows. Such was the strong love of those young widows to their mother-in-law that they chose rather to dwell with her, while she lived in Moab, than with their own mothers. However, although there were the natural family ties for Orpah and Ruth, it is perhaps strange that Naomi tried to make them stay in Moab rather than return to Israel with her. Admittedly in Moab they would be assured of a home with family, but had her walk with God been strong at this point, then surely she would not have tried to send the women back to the pagan gods that were worshipped in Moab. 

It has to be borne in mind that Naomi had spent 10 years away from Israel, so her faith in God may well not have been at its strongest. However, this can be contrasted with Ruth, who had come to have a clear faith in the God of Israel. Was there, perhaps, a feeling in Naomi’s heart that the family’s sin in marrying gentiles, even from among Israel’s enemies, would be found out if she returned with Moabite daughters-in-law? Naomi even prayed that they might find new husbands in Moab, although presumably she was effectively wishing on them the prospect of husbands who would worship the pagan gods of Moab. Nevertheless, Naomi commends Ruth and Orpah for being good wives, and also good to her (v8), yet urges them to stay with their natural families. Naomi does not apparently mention the possibility of the two women finding husbands in Israel, although in this regard Naomi may well have been sensitive to their foreign status, which would have reduced the likelihood of them finding husbands there. 

The two daughters-in-law protest in v10, and declare that they will surely return with Naomi to her people. Strictly speaking, it was only Naomi who was returning, as the others had not come from Israel. Naomi once more urges the younger women to remain in Moab, pointing out the futility of waiting for other husbands from her. She maintained that she was too old to have further sons for them, had no husband to that end, and it would be futile for them to wait for any such husbands to grow up. 

Surely this is the voice of one who is not speaking with faith in God, who can (and does) change situations. In v13 Naomi suggests that God was to blame for the sorrow and loss that the three women had suffered, but in this she was hardly presenting God in a good light to the 2 Moabite women. She was effectively saying that she was to blame for what had happened, so why should the two younger women go with her, when God was likely to judge her again. This is hardly winsome preaching to draw people to follow the one true God of Israel! 

At this point Orpah kissed Naomi goodbye, and returned to her own home, suggesting that her heart remained there. Orpah means “fawn”, or young deer, and in English we use this word to imply superficial affection, when someone is “fawning” over another. It seems that Orpah’s name had some relevance, in that her love for Naomi was not as deep as at first seemed, so she returned to her former home. At this point Orpah withdraws from the story, and is not mentioned again in the Scriptures. 

She is similar to the scribe who had been speaking to Jesus in Mark 12:34, of whom Jesus said he was not far from the kingdom. So many people come near to God when hearing the gospel, but will not take that step needed to become disciples. Indeed there are many who profess faith, and thus seemingly change from one “family” to another but do not continue with God, and Orpah is typical of these. 

By contrast, Ruth clung to Naomi, and it could be said that she refused to follow her mother-in-law’s bad example. Ruth is typical of the believer who bears good fruit that will abide for the good of God’s kingdom. Ruth had come to trust in the God of Israel (see 2:12), and despite suffering grief and disappointment herself, had trusted God and wanted to be with His people and dwell in His land. There is a sense in which all Gentiles approach in the character of either Orpah or Ruth – some will be like Orpah and follow as long as things go well, but give up when it starts to cost them something. By contrast, those who come in the character of Ruth will follow Christ regardless of the cost, for their faith is based on commitment and love. 

There is also the fact that since the death of Elimelech and Mahlon, Ruth was technically under the guardianship of Naomi and should have obeyed her advice. Ruth was clearly a woman of high principle and morality, who was prepared to stay with her mother-in-law even when circumstances made this inconvenient. Ruth was leaving all that she knew as home, with all its ties and security, to go with her late husband’s mother to a land that belonged to her people’s enemy. That took courage, and must have been the response to a true faith in Israel’s God.

The very fact that Ruth had come to faith was little short of a miracle (indeed every new birth in Christ is a miracle!). She had grown up in Moab, a land where the people worshipped the god Chemosh, who accepted human sacrifices and encouraged immorality. The circumstances of her life had turned bitter and it would have been so easy for her to turn against the God of Israel. The grace and mercy of God are full of wonder and display His deep compassion for humankind.

RUTH’S PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO NAOMI

RUTH 1:15-18

And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, [or] to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people [shall be] my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, [if ought] but death part thee and me. When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left speaking unto her. 

KEY WORDS

	Behold
	Hinneh
	Behold, lo, see

	Sister in law
	Ybemeth
	Sister in law, brother’s wife

	Gone back
	Shub
	Return, go back

	People
	Am
	Men, nation, tribe, people

	Gods
	Elohiym
	Gods, inc. the supreme God

	Intreat
	Paga
	Entreat, impinge

	Leave
	Azab
	Relinquish, forsake, leave

	Follow
	Achar
	Follow after

	Lodge
	Lun
	Stop, stay, dwell

	Die, diest
	Muth
	Die, kill, be dead

	Buried
	Qabar
	Bury, inter

	More
	Yasaph
	Add, augment, increase

	Death
	Maveth
	Death, the dead (inc. Hades)

	Part
	Parad
	Divide, separate, part, sever

	Saw
	Raah
	See, behold, perceive

	Steadfastly minded
	Amats
	Be alert, strong, steadfastly minded

	Left
	Chadal
	Desist, leave off, let alone

	Speak
	Dabar
	Speak, talk, say


REFLECTION

Many commentators include this section with the previous section, but it is such a marvellous confession from Ruth that I have decided to consider it separately. The section starts with Naomi trying one last time to urge Ruth to stay behind, especially so now that Orpah had turned back. This merely brings out again Ruth’s determination to remain with Naomi and leads to this wonderful statement from her, which is so inspiring and gives us an insight into her strength of character, yet it is expressed in such humble terms. 

As if to settle the matter once for all, Ruth urges Naomi not to beg her (Ruth) to leave her (Naomi), or to turn back from following her. She had received enough attempts at dissuasion from Naomi, and if anything these had strengthened Ruth’s resolve to stay with her mother-in-law. How the church needs people of such resolve to follow Christ whatever the future may hold. 

Ruth was willing to forsake father and mother in order to stay with Naomi and the God of her people. Ruth was determined to be part of Naomi’s world, to stay with her wherever she went, to be part of her people (God’s covenant people) and to have Naomi’s God as her God, despite Naomi’s bitter complaint against God. Ruth was here turning her back on the gods of the Moabites, and committing herself to the true God of Israel. 

Ruth showed a loyalty here that is thoroughly commendable, and a hunger to be in the land where God’s people dwelt. There was a solemnity in her vow, and it was a declaration that would be separable only by death. Ruth would have known that on the basis of the natural progression of life, Naomi as the older woman would probably die first, yet she pledged to die where Naomi died and be buried in the same place. She showed a commitment to Naomi and her God that went well beyond the immediate situation. She confirmed her promise with an oath “The Lord do so to me, and more also…”, which was an ancient form of vow, and which would place a lasting obligation on Ruth. 

This is the type of commitment that should be given by every Christian to declare allegiance to Jesus Christ. Our commitment for Christ is not just until death, but is a pledge that will last for eternity, and should be total. So many “Christians” have a superficial view of their faith based more on the soul than God’s Holy Spirit, but Ruth epitomises the true believer who will follow Christ whatever the cost. This is a true example of taking up one’s cross to follow the Lord. We do not know as believers where God will lead us during the course of our life, but we should be prepared to follow, knowing that in our case the relationship is not even separable by death. The name Ruth means “beauty” and she showed an inner beauty that shines throughout this book, but her declaration to Naomi in this section is something of a pinnacle where that beauty is seen most strongly. 

There was, however, a divine law that said that “An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the congregation of the Lord; even to the 10th generation none of his descendants shall enter the congregation of the Lord forever” (Deuteronomy. 23:3). This is a permanent exclusion, so how could Ruth become part of God’s congregation? She trusted in God’s grace and mercy, and God looks for believers who will trust Him from each nation. Law excludes, but grace includes in response to faith, and God’s grace is such that Ruth became the great grandmother of King David, and thus part of the genealogy of Jesus. 

Ruth was not the only Gentile woman who was included in the genealogy of Jesus, the Messiah, and others too were of questionable background. For example, Tamar committed incest with her father-in-law (Genesis 38:3); Rahab was a Gentile harlot (Joshua 2:5); Ruth was an outcast gentile Moabitess (Ruth 1:5); and the wife of Uriah (Bathsheba) was an adulteress (2 Samuel 11:16). Despite the imperfections, God’s grace worked in these people so that they received His mercy. The final woman named in the genealogy of Jesus was Mary, of whom nothing bad is said, but she was included still because of God’s grace and her faith.

NAOMI’S BITTERNESS TOWARDS GOD

RUTH 1:19-22

So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and they said, [Is] this Naomi? And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why [then] call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 

KEY WORDS

	Two
	Shnayim
	Two, both

	Went
	Halak
	Walk, depart, travel

	Came
	Bo
	Go, come, attain

	Bethlehem
	Beyth lechem
	Bethlehem, house of bread

	Come to pass
	Hayah
	Be, become, come to pass

	City
	Iyr
	City, town

	All
	Kol
	All, any, every

	Moved
	Hoom
	Make an uproar, agitate

	Said
	Amar
	Say, certify, utter

	Call
	Qara
	Call out to, address

	Naomi
	No omyi
	Pleasant

	Mara
	Mara
	Bitter

	Bitterly
	M od
	Vehemently, sore

	Full
	Male
	Fully, fully (with child)

	Empty
	Reyqam
	Empty, void, vain

	Testified
	Anah
	Testify, shout, speak, sing

	Almighty
	Shadday
	The Almighty, almighty

	Afflicted
	R ah
	Spoil, afflict, break, punish

	Beginning
	Techillah
	Beginning, commencement

	Come
	Bo
	Come, go, befall

	Barley
	Sorah
	Barley, grain

	Harvest
	Qatsiya
	That which is severed, i.e. harvest


REFLECTION

Once Ruth had made her views known clearly to Naomi, the two women made their way to Bethlehem. They arrived at the time of the barley harvest, which was around April/May in our calendar, and there was a degree of excitement in the town when they arrived. It was as though the people of the town were amazed to see her again, almost as if she was one returned from the dead, although she was without the men who had left Bethlehem with her 10 years before. 

The suggestion is that it was the women of the place who asked “Is this Naomi?”, for the word is in the feminine in Hebrew. The implication is one of surprise, not perhaps that Naomi had returned, but that she had returned in such circumstances, without her husband and sons. The emphasis on this question might imply that Elimelech had been a man of some material wealth, for this might explain the surprise in the women of Bethlehem when they say Naomi again. For Naomi it was a return to a place that was familiar, although her circumstances were entirely different. 

For Ruth, the arrival there was a test of faith for she had gone to an unfamiliar place, with unfamiliar people. The women of the town asked if it truly was Naomi who had returned (v19), almost emphasising her name, but then she was not the Naomi who had left 10 years before. In return Naomi effectively repudiates her name, meaning pleasant, and says that instead she should be called Mara, meaning bitter. She is clearly a wounded soul who feels that God has dealt with her very bitterly, especially as God has declared Himself to be the protector of widows (Exodus 22:22-24). Refer to Topic BITTERNESS

It is so easy for us to react to circumstances in a resentful way so that we become bitter, cynical and twisted inside. However, if we have a good grasp of God’s sovereignty and loving nature, we will know that He does not allow anything to occur to us by accident, and He can use even the most difficult circumstances to work for our good. This does not mean that the circumstances themselves are inherently good, but God can use them for our good so that we grow in Him and in our relationship with Him (see Romans 8:28). 

Generally speaking we grow most spiritually when times are not easy, for then we have to depend on God rather than our own resources. Obviously, we should ideally be depending on Him and growing in Him at all times, and it is a good habit to learn to trust God and rely on Him in the good times. This will mean that we have deep roots spiritually as a preparation for when difficult times come, as they do for each individual. We cannot control the circumstances of life that we encounter, but we can control how we react to them. This is what faith is all about, daring to believe that God is working for our good even when we cannot see it. Refer to Topic CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

Naomi, however, maintained that God had dealt with her very bitterly, for she went out full, and the Lord had brought her home empty. This in itself is quite a short-sighted perception, for she had run away from Israel with her family because there was no food for them, so they were hardly full and prospering then. True, she had her family, but it is all too easy to have a short memory so that so-called good times are seen in the wrong light, with the result that we blame God for things He hasn’t done! It is, of course, possible that Naomi was referring to her family situation when she said she had left “full”, for then she had a husband and two sons, and being bereft of these men she regarded herself as empty. 

There is an interesting use of two words for God in v20-21, for she refers to God as the Almighty (which of course He is). That word could suggest a remote and unconcerned God who sustains the universe but is not concerned with the daily affairs of men and women. She also refers to Him as the Lord (Yahweh), who is the Lord of the covenant, and thereby committed to His people by promises that He cannot and will not break. This perhaps draws into focus Naomi’s perplexity at her situation, for she felt that God should have cared for her as a widow and thus protected her. In this, she is suffering from the all too common tendency for us to look at the present circumstances, without knowing what God wants to do for us and bring out for our good. 

The Scottish preacher George H Morrison said, “Nine tenths of our unhappiness is selfishness, and is an insult cast in the face of God.” Maybe there is a hint of meaning in the names of Elimelech and Naomi. Elimelech (my God is king) had married Naomi (pleasant, or pleasure), and there is a similarity here to the fall of Adam/Eve. Adam and Eve should have been rooted in God and had Him as their king; after all they communed in the garden with Him daily. However, they were enticed by what seemed pleasant and pleasurable, and when they succumbed this turned to bitterness, not just for them but for all mankind. Elimelech had married “pleasure”, and by running from his problems had died, and Naomi declared as a result that God had dealt bitterly with her. Naomi should also have realised that she still had life, which in itself is a gift from God. Had she but known it, her return was a new beginning that God had orchestrated, and each of us can look for God’s new beginnings in our life. In God our new beginnings can be much greater than our burdens and should be seen with the eye of faith. Refer to Topic CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

TOPICS

RUTH – TYPE OF CHURCH

1. SCRIPTURE  Ruth.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Ruth was a Moabitess who lived during the period of the Judges. The events recorded regarding Ruth occur about 1320 BC. Ruth was married to Mahlon (Ruth 4:10), the elder son of Elimelech and Naomi. Elimelech and Naomi were Jews who came to Moab in time of famine from their native Bethlehem with their two sons Mahlon and Chilion (Ruth 1:2). Elimelech died in Moab. Both his sons married Moabites and lived in exile in Moab for ten years. By the end of that time both of Naomi's sons were dead, leaving all three women widows. Naomi decided to return to Judah (Ruth 1:7) and tells her daughters-in-law to return to Moab. Ruth, however, decided to go with Naomi and to accept God rather than her pagan gods (Ruth 1:15,16). The women arrive in Bethlehem at the barley harvest (Ruth 1:22). Ruth gleaned in the fields of Boaz, a kinsman of Elimelech (Ruth 2:3). Boaz met her, allowed her to glean and then provided Ruth with food (Ruth 2:14). Ruth worked in the field until the end of harvest (Ruth 2:23). Ruth now went to the threshing floor at night and Boaz stated that he would act as her kinsman redeemer (Leviticus 25:25, 47-49). Ruth and Boaz married, their son Obed being the grandfather of David (1 Chronicles 2:12; Matthew 1:5).

3. EVALUATION

a) Ruth as a Moabite was under a curse (Deuteronomy 23:3-6).

b) Ruth decided to go with Naomi and accept God (Ruth 1:15,16).

c) Ruth goes to Bethlehem - "the house of bread" where the Bread of God is born some 1300 years later (Ruth 1:22).

d) At Bethlehem they found plenty of food.

e) Ruth meets Boaz who can represent the person of Christ, as he is:

i) The Lord of the Harvest - able to redeem (Ruth 4:4-6).

ii) The new Kinsman (Ruth 3:12,13).

iii) The supplier of wants (Ruth 2:14).

iv) The redeemer of the inheritance (Ruth 4:6,7).

v) The giver of rest.

vi) The wealthy kinsman (Leviticus 25:27).

vii) The Bridegroom (Ruth 4:13).

f) Ruth can be seen as the gentile bride of Christ (Boaz of Judah) whom he is able and willing to redeem.

g) Ruth gives an example of normal Christian experience:

i) Ruth deciding (Ruth 1). Salvation.

ii) Ruth serving (Ruth 2). Working for God.

iii) Ruth resting (Ruth 3). Resting in the promises of God.

iv) Ruth rewarded (Ruth 4). The Church in Heaven.

h) God blessed Boaz and Ruth with the birth of a son Obed who is in the line of Christ.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Through grace cursing is turned to blessings by God (Numbers 22 - 24).

b) A person's free will is required to decide for or against God (Matthew 23:37).

c) A person who accepts Jesus Christ as Saviour need never be spiritually hungry again (John 6:35).

d) Correct orientation in life will give spiritual blessing (Proverbs 1:7; Psalm 119:9).

e) We can work in the field of the Lord of the harvest (John 4:36).

f) After the harvest the bridegroom (Christ) will wed the bride (the Church) (Revelation 21:2,9).

g) Jesus Christ gives the peace of God which passes all understanding (Philippians 4:7).

h) Jesus Christ has redeemed us from this world (Galatians 1:4).

i) God can use those of low status in His plan (eg Ruth, a Gentile, is in the line of Christ  1 Corinthians 1:26).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU

1. God knows ...

a) Our sorrows. (Exodus 3:7)

b) Our devotions. (2 Chronicles 16:9)

c) Our thoughts. (Psalm 44:21)

d) Our foolishness. (Psalm 69:5)

e) Our frailties. (Psalm 103:14)

f) Our deeds. (Psalm 139:2)

g) Our words. (Psalm 139:4)

h) The composition of the universe. (Psalm 147:4)

i) All things. (Proverbs 15:3)

j) Our needs. (Matthew 6:32)

k) About animal creation. (Matthew 10:29)

l) Mankind. (Matthew 10:30)

m) What might or could have been. (Matthew 11:23)

n) His own. (John 10:14)

o) Past, present and future. (Acts 15:18)

2. God is able to ...

a) Save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

b) Supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

c) Deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

d) Sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

e) Keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

f) Surpass all that we could ask or think - Ephesians 3:20

g) Raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

3. With God, all things are possible - Matthew 19:26

4. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you that you are not able to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

5. God's character is stable.

a) if God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

b) no matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

6. God's promises are secure for he is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

7. God's power is always the same:-

a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

b) God does not forget us or lose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

8. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

9. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

10. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY

1. God instituted families and marriage from the start of mankind on earth (Genesis 2:24).

2. Marriage was to be monogamous (Genesis 2:24). They are classified as 'one flesh'. They must leave mother and father and set up their own house (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:4-5).

3. Adultery or breakdown of marriage was so serious a matter that it was included in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:14).

4. The husband is the head of the family (Genesis 3:16).

a) He should be willing to die for her (Ephesians 5:22-23).

b) He provides for his family (Genesis 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:8).

c) He should rear the children in the fear of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6,7).

d) He should not provoke his children (Colossians 3:21).

5. Wives are subject to their husbands (Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22,23. 1 Peter 3:1-6).

a) She has the place of honour in the home (1 Peter 3:7).

b) She has a deep desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16).

6. Children should be obedient to both parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 22:15; 23:13).

a) They must honour (Ephesians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:4; John 19:26).

b) If they honour their father and mother they will have long lives (Exodus 20:12).

7. Three ways in which normal family life parallels the relationship that God the Father has with "The Christ"

a) It is grounded from one head - (1 Corinthians 15:45-50).

i) In the garden of Eden Adam was created first and Eve was taken from Adam's side. Eve had to be taken from Adam.  The second Adam was Jesus Christ and out of Him will come a new spiritual race. 

ii) I am my father's child because I have received from him his image. Similarly when we are born again we receive the image of God.

b) The family is subject to discipline - (Hebrews 12:3-15)

i) It is important to train your children to live righteously. 

ii) God's discipline trains us to walk in His will, in the place of blessing.

iii) The child must learn wisdom from the parents. (Exodus 12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6:6-25, Joshua 4:5-8) God is wisdom.

c) The parents are responsible for their family's conduct, morally and legally.  Our witness reflects on God.

8. In a survey in the U.S.A. eight reasons were given as to why the family unit was being weakened in that country.

a) The rise of promiscuity.

b) Transfer of the protection of the family from the head of the family to the State.

c) Transfer of the education of the child from the parents.

d) Movement of family recreation from the family to outside including television.

e) Transfer of the place of production from the home to the factory.

f) The use of aged accommodation for senior members of the family rather than them staying in the home.

g) The loss of traditional homemaking skills and the rise of the supermarket society.

h) Transfer of religious instruction from the home to outside. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

1.Physical walking is analogous to the faith rest life: step by step. Romans 14:5,6, Ephesians 5:16-18, James 4:13-15. 

2. Being regularly filled with the Spirit and feeding on the Word are similar to walking.

3. Attacks on believers occur when they are caught off balance. Romans 13:13.

4. Walking depicts the pattern and function of the believers life in time. Philippians 3:18, Ephesians 4:17.

5. It can also represent a backsliding believer who are said to be walking backwards. Ephesians 4:17.

6. We are all told to:

a) Walk in the spirit. Galatians 5:16, 25

b) Walk in the faith. 2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 2:6, 4:5

c) Walk in doctrine 3 John 3. 

d) Walk in the truth  2 John 4

7. Walking is a analogy for spirituality 

a) Walk not after the flesh (Romans 8:4)

b) Walking in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)

c) Walking in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)

d) Walking worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)

e) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

f) Walking honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)

g) Walking in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)

h) Walking in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)

i) Walking in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)

j) Walking circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)

k) Walking as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

CHRISTIAN LIFE - BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY

1. Definition - falling from the standard of living that the Lord calls us to and living at a lower level of belief, behaviour, and emotion. Living in a state of embarrassment at the gospel, thinking as an unbeliever would.

2. The Lord knows who are his, we don't. 2 Timothy 2:19. A backslider is out of fellowship, and may resemble an unbeliever in every way yet still be saved. They are like the prodigal son. Luke 15:3ff. These people are different (although they appear to be the same) to religious unbelievers. 2 Peter 2:1 -22,  Jude 4 -13, 18, 19, 22.

3. The Lord desires these people to be restored. Matthew 18:12 -14, Luke 15:3 -32. In the Old Testament this message is also clear. Hosea 4:14-19, 11:7, 8, 14:1-4, Jeremiah 2:19, 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22,  5:6, 8:5, 14:7,Jeremiah 31:22, 49:4.

4.Believers who are "offended' at the Word have failed to grow spiritually John 6:61 -63, Matthew 11:6, 1 Corinthians 10: 13, Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17, John 16:1, Matthew 24:9, 10.

5. The disciples all were offended at the Lord at his death. Matthew 26:31, 33-35, cf. 67-75.

6. Falling from grace is another way of expressing backsliding. Colossians 1:23, Galatians 5:4, 2 Peter 3:17. It means to fall from a place where you stand for grace and adopt an inferior way of living the Christian way of life, like legalism.

7. God disciplines the backslider, but their eternal security is secure. Hebrews 12:5 -13, 16, 17, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 1 Peter 1:4, 5, 2 Timothy 2:11- 13, John 1:12, Ephesians 1:13.

8. The Lord is able to keep us from falling, although we can walk away from his provision by following our pride rather than his truth. Jude 24. 1 Corinthians 10:11 -14, 1 Timothy 3:6, 7.

9. At the end of the church age the Lord prophesied that there would be a time of almost total backsliding on the part of the organised church.2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1 Timothy 4:1- 6, 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

10. The Lord warns all backsliders very directly in Revelation 2 : 5. No fruit for too long = sin unto death! John 15:1-5.

11. Backsliding and Recovery

Seven Steps Downwards

a Trifling with Sin Romans 13:14

b. Yielding to Sin Romans 6:13

c. Habitually Serving Sin 2 Peter 2:8

d. Abandoning Ourselves to Sin Ephesians 4:19

e. Being Abandoned by God to Sin Romans 1:24,26,28

f. Encouraging Others to Sin Romans 1:32

g. Experiencing Hell on Earth James 3:6, 1 Timothy 5:6

Seven Steps Upwards

a. Resisting Sin in our Attitudes James 4:7

b. Overcoming Sin by Faith in Christ Galatians 5:16

c.  Habitually being Victorious over Sin Romans 6:14, 1 John 5:4-5

d. Entering into the Secret of a Victorious Life Hid with Christ in God Romans 8:37, 2 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 3:1-3

e. Being Taken by God into Deeper Fellowship 1 Timothy 1:12, 1 Corinthians 4:2

f. Delivering Others from Sin. Jude 22-23

g. Experiencing Heaven on Earth Jude 24-25, Philippians 4:6-7

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle -v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle  - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness". Peace (eirene) in the New Testament means both inner tranquillity of soul and great prosperity of Life. This is Paul’s prayer for all believers that they might know the blessing of true God given prosperity. Romans 1:7, 1Corinthians 1:3, 2Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Colossians 1:2, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, 1Thessalonians 1:1, 2Thessalonians 1:2, 1Timothy 1:2, 2Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 3

2. To be spiritually minded is peace, (Romans 8:6), i.e. to be thinking as God would have us think. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.
3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place. The details of life such as money, house, car, job, marriage partner are then able to be sorted out correctly. Matthew 6:31-34, 1Corinthians 10:13, cf.  Philippians 4:11. 

4. Believers should not have it as their aim in Life to be the richest person in the cemetery. Luke 12:16-21. Having eyes on money first is a foolish thing. Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)
5. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

6. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

7. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

8. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

9. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

10. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

11. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

WOMEN:  WIDOWS

1. In the ancient world the widow was very vulnerable.  If a woman did not have a husband or family to care for her, she would starve to death on the streets.

2. God is very concerned for widows and children  Psalms 68:5, 6, 146:9, Exodus 22:22

3. God punishes those who abuse the widow and children. Psalms 94:6-12,   Malachi  3:5.

4. In Israel, if a man died without producing a son to carry on his family name, his brother was to marry the widow.  Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Genesis 38:6-11, Matthew 22:23-33.

5. The Pharisees abuse of the widows led to a major attack upon them by the Lord. Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40.

6. Care for widows became a hallmark of the church, since many early Christians were martyred, leaving their families as widows and orphans.

7. The office of Deacon was created to look after the widows and their children. Acts 6:1- 6.

8. To qualify for the support of the church a widow would have to fulfil certain requirements. 1 Timothy 5:3-16.

a) had to be over sixty years of age

b) married only to one husband, and faithful to him as long as he lived  (if a woman had two husbands it was likely she would have others to support her)

c) she had to have supported good works in the church, and had to commit herself to praying daily for the church and its ministries. 

9. Paul advised the older widows to remain unmarried, so that they could devote themselves fully to the God's service.  1 Corinthians 7:8-9,32.

BITTERNESS

1. Bitterness can get hold of the soul of man if we do not deal with temptation, pressure or sin in a godly way. Bitterness is self centeredness, and a deep resentment at what has happened to us, as if we are being unfairly treated. It is an expression of lack of faith in the plan of God for our life, or a reflection of the discipline we have received in our life because of our walking away from the plan. 

2. If we confront our inner oppression of spirit, and take it before the Lord our bitterness and deep self centred hurt can be healed. Isaiah 38:14-20.

3. Bitterness is the active state of all who reject the plan of God, the Word of God and the Will of God. Isaiah 33:2-16, Romans 3:10-19.

4. If we get caught in bitterness of spirit, we have previously been caught in sin and disobedience and repentance is needed quickly or the bitterness will deepen. Ephesians 4:30-32, Hebrews 12:9-15. 

5. If bitterness is not dealt with as a sin it will destroy the marriage relationship. Colossians 3:19.

6. Bitterness distracts us from getting right with God and dealing with the true source of our suffering, and the will of the Lord within it. Job 7:7-21, 42:1-6. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHAPTER 2

RUTH GLEANS IN THE FIELD OF BOAZ

RUTH 2:1-3

Ruth 2:1-3: And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name [was] Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field [belonging] unto Boaz, who [was] of the kindred of Elimelech. 

KEY WORDS

	Kinsman
	Moda
	Acquaintance

	Husband / man
	Iysh
	Man, husband

	Mighty
	Gibbor
	Mighty, powerful, chief, strong

	Wealth
	Chayil
	Wealth, power, riches, strength

	Family
	Mishpachah
	Family, tribe, species (of animal)

	Let me now
	Na
	I beseech or pray thee

	Glean
	Laqat
	Gather up, glean

	Field
	Sadeh
	Field, ground, soil, land

	Corn
	Shibbol
	Ear of corn, grain, growing out

	Sight
	Ayin
	Sight, eye, appearance

	Find
	Matsa
	Find, attain, acquire

	Grace
	Chen
	Grace, favour

	Daughter
	Bath
	Daughter, apple of the eye

	After
	Achar
	Behind, after, follow (after)

	Reaper
	Qatsar
	Reap-(er), harvest, cut down

	Hap
	Mikreh
	Chance, accident, event, fortune

	Light (upon)
	Qarah
	Light upon, happen, befall

	Part
	Chelqah
	Piece of land, parcel, allotment


REFLECTION

In contrast to chapter 1, which spanned over 10 years, this chapter focuses on 1 day (apart from the last verse), underscoring that God is in control of time. Time is also no indicator of importance in God’s sight when we consider events in His light. Refer to Topic  TIME  

The chapter starts with reference to Boaz, being a mighty man of wealth, which is in stark contrast to the poverty facing Ruth and Naomi, such that Ruth has to go out and glean in the fields to obtain some scraps of food. It is notable that God’s word gives such a prominent place to one so insignificant from the world’s point of view, for she came to Israel with nothing. Our material wealth is of little significance to God; what He desires is a heart that is devoted to Him. So often He chooses the poor of the world to serve Him, for our resources are to be in Him rather than in our own material wealth, or even our own strength in whatever form that might take. 

In Israel in Old Testament times, children were legally responsible for the care of their parents in their old age, which brings out the thrust of the commandment “Honour your father and mother.” It was therefore part of Ruth’s duty to go out and try to find some form of provision for Naomi, as well as for herself. Those who had no children were often (wrongly) seen as cursed by God, for they had no provision for their old age. Refer to Topic  OLD AGE

In this section Ruth goes out to glean in the fields during the barley harvest to try and eke out an existence for her and Naomi. In this we see something of the contrast between the two women, for Naomi remained bitter, while Ruth was prepared to get up and do something, as an expression of her faith in God. Ruth seems to have had a greater faith in God than Naomi at this point, and was prepared to move out in faith, based upon God’s commandment in the Law of Moses (Leviticus 19:9-10; Deuteronomy 24:19-22). 

Under that Law the poor of the land were allowed to follow the reapers at harvest time to pick up the gleanings that the reapers were not allowed to pick up. It was God’s form of social provision for the underprivileged in Israel. This reflected God’s heart of love for the poor, who were to be treated with respect and compassion by the nation. It was after all, God who gave the harvest so He was entitled to instruct the people what to do with it! The Israelites were also required to look after widows (Exodus 22:22) and the foreigner (Deuteronomy 10:18-19) so Ruth was entitled to care and compassion on several counts. Refer to Topic   POVERTY t

The Mosaic law did indeed expressly secure to the poor the right to glean in the harvest fields, and prohibited the owners from gleaning themselves; but hard-hearted farmers and reapers threw obstacles in the way of the poor, and even forbade their gleaning altogether. Hence Ruth proposed to glean after him who should generously allow it. As a widow, a foreigner and a poor person, Ruth was at the lowest rung of the social ladder and needed the grace that she longed to receive. It is interesting that in v2 she would go to glean in the field of someone in whom she might find grace. She was looking for grace, for she knew that she had no claim on anything or anyone for sustenance. That is similar to our own position, for without God’s grace we are spiritually destitute.

Ruth set out to find a field to glean in, and in this she exercised faith, for she was new to the area and didn’t know who owned which field, or anything of the local politics. The land was divided into parcels of land for ownership, but there were no notice boards to denote ownership, so she had to be careful that she was not made vulnerable in the field of someone who might take advantage of her. Gleaning was a task that was humbling, yet she was prepared to take that place in society to ensure that she and her mother-in-law could be fed. God looks for similar humility in His servants today, wherever He calls them to serve Him. Her words to Naomi suggest purpose, but also humility and faith. Refer to Topic CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

This brings out a common theme in Ruth of the interplay between human activity and Divine providence. We see this providence in v3, where “as it turned out” she found herself in a field owned by none other than Boaz, a relative of Naomi. God was clearly at work in directing Ruth’s steps. This in itself suggests that Naomi’s plight was perhaps not as bleak as she might have thought at first, as there were some family members left who could give assistance, but there is no mention of this until Ruth happens to pick the field of Boaz to glean in. 

It is perhaps strange that Naomi had made no attempt to contact Boaz before to seek some form of assistance, but maybe she was reticent to volunteer the depth of her plight, or was too modest. Conversely it could be thought strange that Boaz had not taken note of the fact that his relative had returned to Bethlehem, but it is possible that he wasn’t made aware of the difficult circumstances that the two ladies faced. Boaz was clearly a man of standing and wealth in the community, and his name means “in him is strength.” 

In the paraphrase of the Targum, there is the suggestion that he was mighty in the law, in the Scriptures, in the word of God, a truly religious man, which completes his character. Boaz is the name of one of the pillars in Solomon's temple, so called from its strength. This man is commonly said by the Jews to be the same as Ibzan, a judge of Israel, (Judges 12:8). 

According to the rabbinical tradition, which is not well established however, Boaz was a nephew of Elimelech. We do know that he was the grandson of Nahshon, prince of the tribe of Judah, who first made an offering at the dedication of the altar, (Numbers 7:12); his father's name was Salmon, and his mother was Rahab, the harlot of Jericho, (Matthew 1:5).

We have seen in this section that God is not limited by our lack of resources, nor is He ever without solutions, whether we can see them or not. There is also an important part to be played by human resourcefulness. God might have put her in the right place, but she had to act, involving hard, menial work, to move into God’s plan. We also learn that God’s provision and our human response belong together. While God is sovereign, He does not want or expect us to be puppets. Conversely, we are not to work in our own strength without God, leaving Him to be little more than an emergency helpline. We must work with Him, and allow Him to move in our lives as He directs. Refer to Topic  GOOD WORKS

BOAZ HEARS OF RUTH

RUTH 2:4-7

And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD [be] with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel [is] this? And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It [is] the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house. 

KEY WORDS

	Behold
	Hinneh
	Behold, lo, see

	Said
	Amar
	Say, certify, utter

	Reaper
	Qatsar
	Reap-(er), harvest, cut down

	Lord
	Yhovah
	Lord, self-existent or eternal one

	Bless
	Barak
	Bless (kneel), praise

	Servant 
	Naar
	Servant, young man

	Set over
	Natsab
	Appointed, established

	Damsel
	Naarah
	Young woman, maid(en), damsel

	Answer
	Anah
	Answer, speak, announce

	Come back
	Shub
	Return, lodge

	Country
	Sadeh
	Field, ground, soil, land

	Pray
	Na
	Beseech, pray

	Glean
	Laqat
	Glean, gather, pick up

	Gather
	Asaph
	Gather, take away, receive

	Sheaf
	Omer
	Sheaf, omer, heap

	Continue
	Amad
	Continue, confirm, stand

	Morning
	Boqer
	Dawn, morning

	Tarried
	Yashab
	Sat, stood, remained

	House
	Bayith
	House, home


REFLECTIONS

In this section Boaz gets to hear of Ruth as he arrives in the fields having come from Bethlehem. This is our first meeting with Boaz, and as he arrives at his fields he blesses his workforce. He enters and says. “The Lord be with you”. There can be few employers these days who greet their workforce in this manner, but it is a greeting of a good Israelite, and shows a concern for the wellbeing of those who were working for him. Underlying this is the principle that all people are valuable in God’s sight, and we should be those that care and shown concern and compassion, so that the interests of others are considered and put first (Philippians 2:3-4). Refer to Topic WORK:  WORK RELATIONS

An employer who genuinely cares for the wellbeing of his staff is also helping the business, for a contented worker will be more loyal and hardworking, quite apart from the Biblical need to show care. The greeting that they might know the Lord’s presence with them was not just a conventional greeting, but an underlying concern to have God’s involvement in all areas of life and work. This is a thread that flows through the book of Ruth and it underlines the need to have the involvement of God in the ordinary circumstances of life. So often the small events of life have important and lasting consequences. In a similar way the workers return the greeting with a blessing, which shows the respect in which they held Boaz and a sense of co-operation and unity in the workplace. This is a powerful lesson to us in our day, whether it be for a secular workplace or for work in the church.

It was not long after Boaz had arrived that he noticed the stranger in their midst, and he asked his foreman who she was. The foreman also spoke kindly of Ruth, not only spending some time identifying her and explaining who she was, but commending her for her diligent approach to her work. The main issues from chapter 1 are summarised here, including her foreign status, her care for Naomi, her courtesy and her diligence. 

There seems to be a gracious and generous approach from this foreman, showing that Boaz’s kind character had rubbed off – goodness can be infectious. It is good to know that God has put many kind people on this earth who can be a channel of grace and blessing to others, and that is part of our calling as Christians. Bearing in mind that this book took place during the time of the judges, it could have been thought that kind people were extinct, or at least in short supply, but God will always have witnesses and representatives for His work to bless others. 

When Boaz sees Ruth it is clear that she catches his eye and he shows an interest in her, possibly because of her known link with Naomi. He seems to focus more on her than the harvest, from which his business derived its income. Ruth was likely to be an eligible young woman who might attract the attention of the men of the town. God’s providence is seen even at this stage of the story. He had not only led Ruth to glean in the fields owned by Boaz, but she also “happened” to be there when Boaz arrived. Boaz was led to visit the field on that day, and Ruth could easily have been resting in a shelter out of sight at that time. With Boaz being a man of standing locally, he would not have spent the whole day there and it would have been very easy for the two to miss each other. When our lives are placed in God’s hands, He is able to overrule in what occurs to us in our daily lives.

Some commentators have seen in Boaz a picture of Jesus Christ in His relationship to His bride, the church. Like Ruth, the lost sinner is outside the family of God; poor, alien and with no claim on God’s mercy. Yet God took the initiative and made the way for us to enter His family through faith in Jesus Christ. This is brought out in more detail later in the book.

BOAZ MEETS RUTH AND OFFERS HER PROTECTION

RUTH 2:8-16

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: [Let] thine eyes [be] on the field that they do reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of [that] which the young men have drawn. Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I [am] a stranger? And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and [how] thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and he reached her parched [corn], and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left. And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: And let fall also [some] of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave [them], that she may glean [them], and rebuke her not.

KEY WORDS

	Hearest
	Shama
	Hear intelligently, listen, consider

	Daughter
	Bath
	Daughter

	Glean
	Laqat
	Glean, gather, pick up

	Another
	Acher
	Next, other

	Field
	Sadeh
	Field, ground, soil, land

	Abide
	Dabaq
	Abide, cling, follow hard after

	Maiden
	Naarah
	Damsel, maiden

	Eyes
	Ayin
	Eyes, countenance

	Young men
	Naar
	Boy, lad, young man

	Charged 
	Tsavah
	Charge, enjoin, command

	Touch
	Naga
	Touch, lay hand upon (incl. lie with a woman)

	Thirst
	Tsama
	Thirst

	Vessel
	Kliy
	Apparatus, vessel, instrument

	Drink
	Shathah

	Drink, imbibe

	Drawn
	Shaab
	Bale up or draw water

	Fell
	Naphal
	Fall, cast or lie down

	Face
	Paniym
	Face, countenance

	Bowed (herself)
	Shachah
	Prostrate, bow, do reverence

	Ground
	Erets
	Earth, ground, land

	Found
	Matsa
	Find, acquire, attain

	Grace
	Chen
	Favour, grace, kindness

	Take knowledge
	Nakar
	Acknowledge, notice, care for

	Stranger
	Nokriy
	Alien, foreigner, stranger

	Fully/showed
	Nagad
	Plainly, manifest

	Death
	Maveth
	Death, state of the dead

	Left
	Azab
	Leave, relinquish, forsake

	Father
	Ab
	Father, chief

	Mother
	Em
	Mother, as the bond of the family

	Nativity
	Moledeth
	Nativity, birth place, native country

	Knewest
	Yada
	Know (often relating to kinsfolk)

	Heretofore
	Shilshom
	Before, day before yesterday

	Recompense
	Shalam
	Recompense, make good/amends

	Work
	Poal
	Act, deed, work

	Full
	Shalem
	Full, just, perfect

	Reward
	Maskoreth
	Reward, wages

	Wings
	Kanaph
	Wing, overspreading

	Come
	Bo
	Come, follow, abide

	Trust
	Chasah
	Trust, make refuge, have hope

	Lord
	Adon
	Lord, master, owner

	Comforted
	Nacham
	Sigh, console, pity, comfort

	Spoken
	Dabar
	Speak, declare, pronounce

	Friendly
	Al & leb
	Above, over/ heart, feelings

	Handmaid
	Shophchah
	Female slave, handmaid

	Mealtime
	Okel
	Food, meal, meat

	Come
	Nagash
	Come near

	Eat
	Akal
	Eat, dine, feed

	Bread
	Lechem
	Bread, food, loaf, meat

	Dip
	Tabal
	Dip, plunge

	Morsel
	Path
	Meat, morsel, piece

	Vinegar
	Chomets
	Vinegar

	Reached
	Tsabat
	Reach, hand out, grasp

	Parched
	Qaliy
	Parched corn, roasted grain

	Sufficed
	Saba
	Have enough, be full, suffice

	Left
	Yathar
	Leave, leave behind

	Risen up
	Qum
	Rise up, stand up

	Sheaf
	Omer
	Sheaf, omer

	Reproach
	Kalam
	Taunt, reproach, insult, hurt

	Let fall
	Shalal
	Drop, let fall

	Handful
	Tsebeth
	Handful (from “grip”)

	Of purpose
	Shalal
	Drop, strip, of purpose

	Rebuke
	Gaar
	Rebuke, reprove


REFLECTIONS

In this section Boaz introduces himself to Ruth and tells her to remain gleaning in his fields, where she will be protected and looked after. He takes the initiative, as indeed would be only proper in the circumstances. However, this is like God, who took the initiative in drawing us to Himself, and in sending his Son Jesus to this earth to provide the salvation that we so desperately need. Boaz interrupted his conversation with his foreman to go and speak to Ruth, just as God has gone out of His way to establish a relationship with us. 

The fact that Boaz addresses her as “my daughter” suggests that he may well have been rather older than she was, although it is also a term of endearment. However, he instructs her to stay, and in return she will have adequate food and be kept safe from any amorous males who might take an improper interest in her. 

Some commentators have taken the view that Boaz was something of a predatory older man who was taking advantage of a young and helpless woman. This view cannot be upheld from the text, nor does it fit with his character that we see throughout this book. Far from taking advantage of her, he offers her protection and provision, nor does he try to make a pass at her. 

God also goes out of His way to look after the vulnerable in society, and offers provision and protection to those who will come to Him in faith. This is not to say that Boaz was not attracted to her, but any feelings he may have had were kept in check so that his behaviour was proper and decent. More significant was the generosity of Boaz. The Law forbade mistreatment of foreigners (Exodus 22:21), but Boaz went far beyond the letter of the law and showed positive kindness and generosity to Ruth, as indeed God does to all of His children. There is a richness and abundance in his generosity that reflects the physical plenty of the harvest, and again this is a picture of God to His people.

Boaz promised to protect Ruth and provide for her. He instructed his young men to protect her, and his women to work with her. She was to follow the reapers so that she had first picking at the best of the gleanings. Boaz had even instructed his workers to allow her to glean among the sheaves and to drop some gleanings deliberately so that she had more to pick up. This was going well beyond the requirements of the law, and underscores the generous heart of Boaz, once more picturing the kindness of God. 

Boaz further instructed her to drink from water jars that were there for his own workers (v9), so that she could be refreshed during the hot working day. Another indication of his kindness is seen in v14, where Boaz invited Ruth to join him and the others at mealtime and eat and drink with them, even handing the food to her himself. Ruth must have made quite an impression on Boaz, but conversely it does show again his generous heart, and the equality with which he saw those working in his fields. The fact that he allowed Ruth to eat and drink with his other servants indicated that he was prepared to regard her as on a par with them. She was not regarded as a 2nd class citizen, even though she was from Moab. 

This is a lovely picture of the grace and kindness of God – the master became like his servants to show love to a foreigner. God will go to great lengths to show His love to those who are outside His kingdom in order to draw them closer. We are all undeserving sinners who were aliens as far as God is concerned, yet He prepares a table before us (Psalm 23:5) that we might feast on His riches. This section also shows that Gentiles are incorporated into God’s kingdom alongside the “natural branches”, the Jews, and are not 2nd class Christians. Ruth was allowed to draw water with the other servants, just as we as Christians come to Jesus, the living water, to drink from His endless supply. In a similar way, Paul defended the Gentile Christians who were not required to follow the Jewish rituals that did not apply to them, but instead he maintained that provided they have faith in Christ the Gentiles are fully accepted before God.

Ruth’s response was one of humility and gratitude (v10), acknowledging her unworthiness and accepting his grace. Her modesty and humility are a fitting response to such unexpected blessings. This should surely be the attitude of every believer towards God. Ruth also believed the promises that Boaz made and rejoiced in them – again something that should characterise every Christian in response to the many great promises that God makes in His word. God is entirely trustworthy and reliable, yet so many Christians have a half-hearted belief in the good promises He has made. Ruth had no need to worry, for the lord of the harvest had promised to care and provide for her. For us too, the great Lord of the Harvest has abundant stores of grace from which to provide for His children. Refer to Topics, PROMISES and GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

In v11 the word translated “answered” is literally “raised his voice”, which suggests that Boaz was getting excited! He was not ashamed to be associated with her. In this verse we learn that Boaz had been told something of what Ruth has done for Naomi since Ruth’s own husband had died. Ruth had clearly cared for Naomi, and had left her own people and home to come and live in Bethlehem with Naomi’s people. There is a picture here of the pilgrim nature of the Christian life, for we are to leave our old life in the kingdom of darkness to come into God’s wonderful kingdom of light.  Refer to Topic PILGRIM

What Ruth did in leaving her people is not unlike the experience of Abraham (Genesis 12:1), or even Jacob (Genesis 31:13), although in the case of Jacob he was leaving the place where he had gone to live for some years and was returning home. In this way, Ruth’s story is tied into the mainstream of Israel’s history. Boaz pronounced a blessing on Ruth that God (the God of Israel, the covenant keeping God) would bless and reward her for the kindness that she had shown to Naomi. The fact that Ruth is said to have come under the “wings” of Israel’s God shows something of the tenderness of the protection and blessing offered. 

It is worth noting that Boaz showed kindness to Ruth because of what she had done for his kinsman; he had heard of her good deeds to Naomi, and presumably to the men in the family also before their death. This has parallels with the promises made by God to Abram in Genesis 12:2-3, where God proclaimed blessing on those who would bless Abram’s descendants (Israel), and cursing on those who cursed them. These are the kinsmen in God’s chosen people to whom we owe blessing, although Gentiles are incorporated into Christ’s body without distinction. Refer to Topic COVENANT:  ABRAHAMIC COVENANT 

Ruth responds to the kindness of Boaz in v13, where she clearly looks forward to his continuing kindness, revealing that she too was looking for their relationship to develop beyond the one off meeting. The generosity shown has brought a gracious and humble reply from Ruth that is indeed fitting. The fact that she did not even have the standing of one of Boaz’s servant girls shows her emptiness outside of Boaz’s protection and kindness, in which Ruth clearly knew her place, yet she was not servile. In God’s sight, we too are empty and devoid of anything that would enable us to have any form of relationship with Him, but in Christ we can have boldness to come into His presence and share in His bounty as co-heirs with Christ. Refer to CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

When Ruth replies to Boaz and says that he has “spoken friendly” to her, she is really saying that he has spoken from the heart, showing that she accepted he had spoken with sincerity. God’s word to us comes from His heart, and should speak to our own hearts. The voice of the world will bring discouragement, but God’s word encourages us in the heart so that we are fully satisfied.

In v14, the unassuming humility on the part of Ruth made Boaz all the more favourably disposed towards her, so that at meal-time he called her to eat along with his people. In a simple home there was a common food pot, placed on a rug, and the family sat cross legged around the pot. A piece of thin bread was used to scoop out the contents, and it may well be that Ruth would have eaten in this way with the reapers. The vinegar referred to is Chomez, a sour beverage composed of vinegar (wine vinegar or sour wine) mixed with oil, and was a very refreshing drink, which is still a favourite beverage in the East. Refer to Topic HUMILITY 

Ruth therefore shared a meal with Boaz and the others, showing her acceptance in the community. Bread and wine would be common food for a meal, but there is perhaps a glimpse forwards to the Last Supper, where Jesus shared bread and wine with His disciples as a fulfilment of the Passover remembrance. Boaz gave Ruth all that she wanted to eat, and to spare so that she was amply provided for. This was no meagre meal with small rations, but it reflected the generous heart of Boaz. 

Again, this gives us a picture of God, who in Christ has lavished His love on us and provided amply for us to feast on the salvation that He has so freely given. It reminds of the wedding banquet that awaits us when Christ comes back for His church. Our Lord of the harvest is a generous giver who does not simply meet the needs but supplies much more. It is this Lord who took a boy’s small packed lunch of a few loaves and fish, and multiplied them to feed thousands.

Boaz continues his generosity in v15-16 when he ordered his men to allow Ruth to gather among the sheaves, and even to pull out some stalks for her to pick up. Normally the Law required the farmer to allow the poor and needy to glean for the leftovers, after the harvesters had passed through the field. The farmer was not allowed to go back a second time to collect these leftovers, which were for the poor. Boaz goes far beyond the Law by allowing Ruth into the sheaves with the harvesters, and some of the grain was to be deliberately picked out and dropped for her, so that she truly had plenty.

RUTH AND NAOMI DISCUSS THE DAY

Ruth 2:17-23: So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and it was about an ephah of barley. And she took [it] up, and went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was sufficed. And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought to day [is] Boaz. And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed [be] he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man [is] near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my harvest. And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, [It is] good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field. So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law. 

KEY WORDS

	Glean
	Laqat
	Glean, gather, pick up

	Even
	Ereb
	Evening, night

	Beat out
	Chabat
	Beat out, thresh

	Ephah
	Ephah
	Ephah (measure of grain)

	Barley
	Sorah
	Barley

	Took up
	Nasa
	Bear, carry, take up

	City
	Iyr
	City, town

	Mother in law
	Chamoth
	Mother in law

	Brought forth
	Yatsa
	Bring or carry out

	Reserved
	Yathar
	Reserve, keep, preserve

	Sufficed
	Soba
	Fill, full(ness), be satisfied

	Wroughtest
	Asar
	Do, make, be busy or occupied

	Take knowledge
	Nakar
	Take knowledge, notice, perceive

	Shewed
	Nagar
	Show, tell, utter

	Blessed
	Barak
	Bless, praise, salute

	Left off
	Azab
	Fail, forsake, leave (off, destitute)

	Kindness
	Chesed
	Favour, kindness, good deed

	Living
	Chay
	Living, alive

	Dead
	Muth
	Dead

	Kin
	Qarob
	Kin, kinsfolk, neighbour

	Kinsman
	Gaal
	Kinsfolk, redeem(er), avenger

	Keep fast
	Dabaq
	Keep fast, cleave, follow close

	Ended
	Kalah
	Accomplish, finish, wholly reap

	Harvest
	qatsiyr
	Harvest, crop

	Daughter in law
	Kallah
	Son’s wife, daughter in law

	Good
	Tob
	Good, fine

	Maiden
	Naarah
	Maid, damsel, young woman

	Meet
	Paga
	Meet (together) light (upon)

	Wheat
	Chittah
	Wheat (grain or plant)


Ruth was able to work through the day with hope in her heart, without having to worry about the men interfering with her, or other workers hindering her. She had enough food, drink, and a place to rest when she needed it. What is more she gleaned enough grain (an ephah) to last her and Naomi for almost a week, and she had also had the kindness to save Naomi some food left over from her own lunch (v18). This underscores Ruth’s diligence, and also the fact that she was careful not to waste anything God had given her, two qualities that we do well to emulate. 

The ephah that Ruth collected was a measure that filled a large container (which according to Zechariah 5:6-7 was large enough to hold a woman). The ephah was 1/10 of a homer, which was known as a “donkey load”. The grain that Ruth gleaned, which was more than would naturally be gleaned without the added help from Boaz, was a type of first fruits of the greater provision that would come from Boaz in the future. This in itself was a picture of Christ, who is our first fruits as promised by God the Father. Through our faith in Christ, we have the first fruits of the Holy Spirit in our lives (Romans 8:23), which of course is much more long lasting than the week’s grain that Ruth took home.

The change in Ruth’s fortunes causes Naomi to have a change of heart too. The last time we saw Naomi she was bitter and blaming God for her sorrow; now she is able to use the word “blessed”, directing this not only to Boaz but to the Lord also (v19-20). When Naomi saw the grain, she blessed the man who had allowed Ruth to work in his field; when she heard that the man was Boaz, she blessed the Lord. What had changed in Naomi? She had found new hope, which is something that we all need to find in the Lord, and encourage in others. 

The reason for Naomi’s hope was that she had discovered who it was who had shown kindness to Ruth, namely Boaz the wealthy and influential near kinsman. He was someone who could rescue his relatives from poverty and give them a new start, as we shall see further in the next chapter. Naomi’s hope came not just from realising who Boaz was, but more than that in what he had done, showing interest in Ruth’s situation and displaying kindness to her. The actions were further reinforced by what Boaz said, this again bringing hope to Naomi’s heart. Boaz had insisted on Ruth staying close to his servants where she would be protected and provided for, which was a foretaste of the developing interest and love that would grow in the ensuing days. 

This is also a picture of Christ’s love for us, for we derive great hope from who He is, in what He has done for us, particularly on the cross, and then in what He has said in His word to encourage and warm our hearts. We surely have grounds for hope in the blessings that God wants to shower upon us in these three areas. Our hope is not a shallow feeling, but something that is sure, and based on solid ground, for God’s word and character are unchangeable. Refer to Topics GOD: CHARACTER OF GOD and HOPE

Naomi’s reference Boaz’s instruction for Ruth to stay close to his young men until the end of the harvest introduces a temporal theme to the passage and the provision for Ruth and Naomi. This introduces the need for faith beyond that, and also reminds us of our daily reliance on God for His provision for our lives. We look to God, and not “the harvest”, however that might be expressed in our own situation. The hope that the two widows now had was centred on a person, Boaz. So our hope is focussed on a person, Jesus Christ, for through Him we have been born again into a living hope (1 Peter 1:3).

TOPICS

TIME

1. As God is eternal He is not constrained with time "A thousand years are a day and a day as a thousand years

2. Man requires time

3. There is a principle of planned time (James 4:13-17).

4. We are to redeem the time - not to waste time in vain pursuits (Ephesians 5:16-18).

5. The principle of utilised time (1 Corinthians 7:29-31). In order to maximise the effectiveness of your Christian life you have to utilise time and time has to be planned.

OLD AGE

1. Old Age is a time when we should be even more useful for the Lord than we have been able to be before, as we have the chance to use time that previously has been used in work. The age at which "old age" starts in the church is sixty years of age. 1 Timothy 5:9.

2. The Bible makes it clear that the elderly are to be respected.

[a] The elders are to be stood up for by the younger in respect for their age. Leviticus 19:32

[b] Children are to listen to their parents in the Lord, they are not to despise them if they do not agree with them, but prove they are right by their own good deeds. Proverbs 23:22.

[c] Respect is demanded of the believer for the aged. 1 Timothy 5:1,2.

[d] The army is to protect the elderly from evil invaders of the land. Deuteronomy 28:50, 2 Chronicles 36:17.

3. There are problems with old age.

[a] Some will be unteachable, thinking they know everything. Ecclesiastes 4:13-15.

[b] Old people are helpless and  often need care . John 21:18.

[c] They are vulnerable to disease. 1 Kings 15:23.

[d] They will be victims to their own fears. Psalm 71:9.

[e] If they have been disobedient they will feel great terror. Psalm 6:7, 32:3.

4. If the elderly have walked close to the Lord for many years the doctrine in their souls is a bank they can draw on in their old age.

[a] Doctrine is profitable in old age. Proverbs 22:6, Psalm 71:17,18.

[b] Blessings of maturity are there in old age. Psalm 148:12-14.

[c] They have great security and blessing in old age. Psalms 37:25, Proverbs 17:6, 20:29.

[d] They have dying grace with the Lord. Job 42:17, 1 Chronicles 23:1, 29:28, Isaiah 46:4.

5. In the Millennial kingdom old age is blessed. Isaiah 65:20, Joel 2:28, Zechariah 8:4.

6. Standards for old people's service are found in God's Word. Titus 2:2,3.

POVERTY

1. God can raise the poor out of the poverty of their circumstances. (1 Samuel 2:8, Psalm 113:7)

2. There is a special happiness for those who help the poor. (Psalm 41:1, 2, Proverbs 19:17, Proverbs 29:14)

3. The poor are not only delivered by God from poverty but in the reality of their poverty they often see their need of salvation and respond to the gospel. (Psalm 72:12-14, Matthew 11:5)

4. Whilst charity is good and honourable, it can be abused (Proverbs 14:30-31, 19:17) Charity is for the poor, but excessive dependence upon welfare makes the poor lazy (2 Thessalonians 3:10-11)

5. There is a special curse for those who ignore helping the poor. (Proverbs 21:13, 22:16, 28:3). There is also a special curse for those who take advantage of the poor. (Proverbs 22:22-23)

6. Until the Millennium there will always be poverty in the human race. (Mark 14:7)

7. The poor are a target for hypocrisy and its victim. (John 12:5). They are also the victims of backsliders. (James 2:2-4)

8. Poor believers have the same spiritual privileges as rich believers.(James 2:5). A person can be poor in material things but rich in doctrine.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9,  1 Peter 5:6,  Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6,  1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves  respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1 , 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20,  5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1

GOOD WORKS – ORIGINALLY TITLED WORKS

1. Anything we can do in our own strength (human good) is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 8:8).

2. Only those things we do in the power of the Holy Spirit (divine good) are acceptable to God, since it is God Himself who produces the work in us (Ephesians 2:10).

3. When a believer produces human good he imitates an unbeliever (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4).

4. When a believer produces divine good he imitates Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:1-2).

5. Human good is:

a) Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1).

b) Cannot save mankind (Titus 3:5).

c) Is condemned by God (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14).

d) Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).

e) Has no place in the plan of God (2 Timothy 1:9).

f) Is destroyed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

6. Divine good is the basis of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

7. God is satisfied with His own work in four general areas:

a) IN SALVATION

God approves of what God has done in the form of Jesus Christ. God the Father is propitiated by the work of God the Son on the cross. To be saved is to believe or trust on God the Son (Acts 16:31). Belief has no human merit, all the merit is in the work of Jesus Christ. God does not approve of human good. (Isaiah 64:6).

b) IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God approves of the works, done under the filling of the Holy Spirit. Spirituality depends on who and what the Spirit is. The way to the filling of the Holy Spirit is confession of sins (1 John 1:9). Confession has no human merit. The Holy Spirit also provides at least one spiritual gift to each believer at salvation (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

c) IN THE WORD OF GOD

The word of God is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21). It is the mind of Christ (1Corinthians 2:16). The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God effective in our lives.

d) IN ETERNITY

In eternity human works are removed (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). God provides us with a new body (1Corinthians 15:51-3). God provides us with an incorruptible inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5). God provides everything for our eternal future (1 Thessalonians 4:17-18). God approves of His provision.

8. Spiritual growth in the full knowledge and application of Bible doctrine produces divine god in the life. Divine good in our lives is the production of the Holy Spirit filled and led believer. Ephesians 2:8-10, Colossians 1:9-10, 2 Timothy 2:21, 3:17.

9. As we produce much spiritual fruit in our life we demonstrate before all the victory of the Holy Spirit over the enemy.  2 Thessalonians 2:17. In heaven we are rewarded for all divine good production in time.  2 Corinthians 5:10, 9:8.

10. Spiritual production of divine good, through the ministries of the Holy Spirit, is contrasted to the production of human works (good and evil), the fruit of the Old Sin Nature.  Refer HOLY SPIRIT,  OLD SIN NATURE.

11. Human good; even the best that man can do in his own strength, has no value before God at all and has no place or part to play in the plan of God for the believer. 2 Timothy 1:9, Titus 3:5.

12. Human good works apart from God’s power and direction, is the basis of man’s condemnation before the throne of God. 1 Corinthians 3:11-16, Revelation 20:12-15.

WORK – WORK RELATIONS

A glimpse into the early churches view of labour relations, and how both workers and managers should conduct themselves is found in three passages (Ephesians 6:5-9, Philemon, and Colossians 4:1-6). 

Peter identifies principles that apply to the slaves of the Roman Empire in 1 Peter 2:18-25; principles that apply to workers of any day.

1. Be in subjection - place yourselves under the authority of the boss/owner.

2. Be respectful with awesomeness towards them, so there is no hint of disrespect.

3. Have this attitude towards those who are good and those who are “two faced” and untrustworthy. Believers are to trust God in this matter.

4. This behaviour is worthy of honour, and enhances your reputation before the world.

5. Knowing what is unjust before God, and enduring it for the Lord’s sake, brings glory and the “well done” of God.

6. Enduring wrongful pain and sorrow, and taking it to the Lord, is the “school of maturity”, where we can learn more of the Lord and his suffering than in any other place in this life.

7. Do not suffer for your own wrongdoing! There is no glory in that.

8. Imitate the character of Christ; see any unjust suffering that comes your way as an opportunity to learn more of him, and become more like him as you place yourself totally in the Father’s hands.

We are ambassadors of the court of heaven, and have a role of witnessing to the Lord whatever our human job, which, whatever status it has or form it takes, must not get in the way of our witness. 

PROMISES

1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable - A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 20th Century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. THERE ARE ABOUT 7,000 PROMISES THAT DEAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem and us not to fall into the same traps as the Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely (Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger (Psalm 23:4)

GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure. - Hebrews 10:23

4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful. - 2 Timothy 2:13

5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13

8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13

9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23

10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9

14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

PILGRIM

1. A pilgrim is a sojourner in a strange place; a stranger in a foreign country.

2. The believer is a pilgrim in this world as our real home country is a heavenly one (John 15:19 Ephesians 2:19; 1 Peter 2:11).

3. This is illustrated in the lives of the patriarchs (Genesis 47:9; Exodus 6:4; Hebrews I I:8-10; 13 -16).

4. When the people of Israel were living in the promised land they were, from a spiritual point of view, still pilgrims (Psalm 39:12; 119:54).

5. So too are Christians, even when living in peace and prosperity under a Christian government (Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 12:34).

6. The life of a Christian is a pilgrimage.  This theme is worked out in great detail in John Bunyan's well-known allegory, "The Pilgrim's Progress".

7. Our heavenly home will not come gradually.  The existing system will be destroyed and replaced by God Himself (2 Peter 3:12-13; Revelation 3:12; 21:2,10).
COVENANT:  ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

1. Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) founds the nation of Israel

2. It is confirmed with Abraham with emphasis on the land (Genesis 13:14-18), the spiritual seed (Genesis 15:1-6) and its everlasting quality (Genesis 17:6-8).

3. It is an unconditional covenant - God will fulfil it.  (God caused Abraham to fall asleep as He ratified the covenant alone Genesis 15:12-18)

4. The seven-fold covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) is fulfilled as follows:-

a) PROMISE "And I will make of thee a great nation.

FULFILLMENT  Jews (Genesis. 13:16; John 8:37), Arabs (Genesis. 17:20),  In Christ (Romans 4:16-17, 9:7-8; Galatians 3:7,29).

b) PROMISE "I will bless thee". 

FULFILLMENT To Abraham (Genesis 13:14-17, 15:18-21. 24:35), To believers in Christ (Genesis 15:6; John 8:56)

c) PROMISE "And make thy name great.

FULFILLMENT  Abraham is renowned, not only in Christianity but also in Judaism and with the Moslems.

d) PROMISE "And thou shalt be a blessing.

FULFILLMENT  With the work of fulfilment of Abraham's seed, Jesus Christ, he was a blessing. (Galatians 3:13,14).

e) PROMISE "And I will bless them that bless thee.

FULFILLMENT  This is seen in the rise of many nations eg Britain in the 19th century, the rise of the USA.

f) PROMISE "And curse him that curseth thee.

FULFILLMENT The decline of nations such as the Spanish Empire after the Armada, the fall of Nazi Germany, the fall of the Czars of Russia, the decline of Egypt at the Exodus. Scriptural examples:(Deuteronomy 30:7; Isaiah 14:1-2; Joel 3:1-8; Micah 5:7-9; Haggai 2:22; Zechariah 14. 1-3; Matthew 25:40-46).

g) PROMISE "In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

FULFILLMENT  The whole world can be blessed through Jesus, the son of Abraham. (John 8:56-58; Galatians 3:16).

5. It is clear that the we should support the Jew as it is a sure means of enjoying divine blessing.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgment; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness.(Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptized with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

HUMILITY

1. Humility is to be sought - Zephaniah 2:3

2. Humility is manifest in restraint - Luke 6:28-29

3. Humility is produced by the Holy Spirit - Galatians 5:22-23

4. Humility is essential in teaching - 2 Timothy 2:25

5. Humility is essential in learning. - James 1:21

6. Humility is valuable to God. - Proverbs 3:34; James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5

7. Humility is the path to promotion - 1 Peter 5:6

8. Humility gives proper self evaluation. - Romans 12:3

9. Examples of humility

a) Moses - Numbers 12:3

b) David - 2 Samuel 16:11

c) Jeremiah - Jeremiah 26:14

d) Stephen - Acts 7:60

e) Paul - 2 Timothy 4:16

10. Evidences of humility

a) Forbearance to others - Ephesians 4:2,6:9, Colossians 3:13

b) Endurance in trials  - 1 Corinthians 13:7, James 1:12

c) Compassion - 1 Thessalonians 2:7

d) Peaceability - James 3:17

11. Humility was the primary characteristic of Christ - Isaiah 53:7, Matthew 11:29, 21:5

12. Promises to the humble - Psalm 22;26, 37:11, 147:6, Isaiah 29:19

HOPE

1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13 )

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

CHAPTER 3

RUTH PREPARES TO MEET BOAZ

RUTH 3:1-5

Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee? And now [is] not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to night in the threshingfloor. Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: [but] make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do. 

KEY WORDS

	Mother in law
	Chemoth
	Mother in law

	Said
	Amar
	Say, speak

	Daughter
	Bath
	Daughter, apple (of the eye)

	Seek
	Baqash
	Seek, search out, require

	Rest
	Manoach
	Quiet, a settled spot, rest

	May be well
	Yatab
	Make or be well

	Kindred
	Motaath
	Kindred, acquaintance

	Maiden
	Naarah
	Maiden, damsel, young woman

	Behold 
	Hinneh
	Behold, lo, see

	Winnoweth
	Zarah
	Winnow, disperse, scatter

	Barley
	Sorah
	Barley

	Tonight
	Layil
	Night

	Threshing floor
	Goren
	Threshing floor, place

	Wash
	Rachats
	Bathe, wash

	Anoint
	Suk
	Smear over, anoint

	Raiment
	Sumlah
	Dress, apparel, raiment, garment

	Get thee down
	Yared
	Go down, descend

	Know
	Yada
	Be aware, know, comprehend

	Have done
	Kalah
	Be done, cease, accomplish

	Eat
	Akal
	Consume, devour, eat

	Drink
	Shathah
	Imbibe, drink

	Lie down
	Shakab
	Lie down, rest, recline

	Mark
	Yada
	Know, discover, comprehend

	Uncover
	Gala
	Denude, uncover, reveal

	Feet
	Marglah
	Foot, feet

	Tell
	Nagad
	Declare, speak, tell

	Do
	Asah
	Do, accomplish, perform


REFLECTIONS

Since Ruth met Boaz, Naomi has become a different person. Instead of wallowing in her grief and bitterness, she has become more interested in Ruth’s future. It is frequently true that when we serve others, our problems diminish and we become more whole as people. This is surely the call to each of us as Christians, that we serve others and seek their good (this is brought out in Philippians 2:3-4). 

Naomi therefore starts to work on arranging a closer relationship between Ruth and Boaz. Naomi has discerned that Boaz would be open to marrying Ruth, so she works on the arrangements that would best achieve this. In those days, it was the parents who arranged a marriage, so it would not be out of place for Naomi to do this. In this regard she refers to Ruth as “my daughter”, as she would have responsibility for seeing to the matter. 

Naomi also refers to seeking rest for Ruth, which should be the case in marriage, for it is a place of being settled according to the pattern that God designed. The desire that it would go well with Ruth, indicates the prosperity that would come to Ruth if she married Boaz. Indeed it is in typical Jewish culture that the “mama” will want her daughter to “marry well”, so that she will have a prosperous life. In this respect, it is pertinent to remember that the book of Ruth is a picture of Christ and His church, and He does not want His bride living on leftover grain picked up after the harvesters have passed by, but rather that we feast at His banqueting table, enjoying the fullness of his love and care for us. 

Furthermore, the obligation to enforce the claims of a Levirate marriage lay on the side of Naomi and Ruth. In accordance with the custom of those days, and indeed the Mosaic Law (Deuteronomy 25:5-10), a widow without children could request the nearest relative to take her as wife to raise children for the name of the dead husband, so that his name did not disappear from Israel. What Naomi was asking Ruth to do was neither unlawful nor immodest in the context of the culture of the day, and the Law of Israel. 

There was therefore a potential duty upon Boaz to marry Ruth to ensure the continuation of the family line. The principle of the Levirate marriage protected the widow from poverty, or even prostitution, as well as to continue the line of descent and the rights in their property. In the context here, it was Naomi, the Jew, who told Ruth the Gentile how to get her man! Relating this in typical form to the church, the early church was essentially Jewish, and it was they who told the Gentile world how to know about Jesus Christ, who was seeking a bride. The Jewish nation gave us our Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, and which told us the way of salvation.

Although there were other men who could have married Ruth, they could not have redeemed her. The Law stipulated that only a kinsman could do that, and Boaz was one of two candidates for that. The rules regarding the kinsman redeemer are very instructive in our appreciation of what Christ has done for us. These are found in Leviticus 25:25-34; 47-55). Under this Law there were 4 main rules that applied:


1. The kinsman redemption was of persons and an inheritance (Leviticus 25:25, 48 – see also Galatians. 4:5; Ephesians. 1:7). Clearly in the case of Christ, He has redeemed us as sinners and given us an inheritance with Him.


2. The redeemer must be a kinsman (Leviticus 25:48-49). So it was necessary for Jesus Christ to become a human being so that He could legitimately redeem us.


3. The redeemer must be able to redeem (see Ruth 4:4-6, and also compare John 10:11, 18). Christ is the only one who could possibly redeem mankind from slavery to sin.


4. Redemption is effected by the redeemer (Heb: goel) paying the just demand in full (Leviticus 25:27; see also Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 1:18, 19). No one but Jesus could pay the demand justly made by God the Father to redeem us, so that we might go free. We can therefore see how Jesus was the true kinsman redeemer that Boaz typifies, just as we can be compared to Ruth as the one who was redeemed and drawn into the marriage relationship with Boaz. Refer to Topic SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

Naomi knew that Boaz would be at the threshing floor that night, winnowing the grain before retiring for the night. Even in this, there is a messianic glimpse, for we read of Jesus with the winnowing fork in His hand (Matthew 3:12), when He will sift out the unbelievers so that He can take His prepared Bride. 

Naomi therefore told Ruth to prepare herself to meet Boaz there. In the first place she had to wash herself (v3), which apart from a common courtesy in a hot and dusty land, did also have connotations of a bride preparing herself for a wedding. For us as Christians, this speaks to us, for none of us can come near to God unless we have been washed in the blood of Christ in response to repentant faith. Ultimately, only God can cleanse us (see 1 John 1:9), but it is also required that we put away all known sin so that we do cleanse ourselves in that respect. As Christians we are of course to prepare ourselves as a bride for our Bridegroom, and we need to work in partnership with Him so that we are ready, although we cannot hope to come close to Him unless He cleanses us from the sin.

Ruth was then to anoint herself, and it was common for Eastern people to use fragrant oils to protect and heal their bodies, as well as to add a fragrance to their presence. Even today, women like to use perfume to become more fragrant and appealing to their men! There, is, however, and application here for Christians, for oil speaks of the Holy Spirit, and we are to be filled with, and anointed by the Holy Spirit in our lives. We ought to have the “fragrance of Christ” in our lives (2 Corinthians  2:15-16), and we need the Holy Spirit’s anointing for any service that we do for Him. God’s desire is that we all bear fruit for Him, and we cannot do this without the Holy Spirit’s anointing. 

A W Tozer once said ”If God were to take the Holy Spirit out of this world, much of what the church is doing would go right on, and no one would know the difference.” It is imperative that our service for Christ is undertaken under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and in this Jesus Himself is our prime example. If He needed the Holy Spirit’s power, how much more do we need it too? Refer to Topics HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO CHRIST and HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Ruth then had to change her clothes (v3), and some versions say that she was to put on her best clothes. Naomi clearly had a wedding in mind and was urging Ruth to prepare for it. It is likely that Ruth would have had only one special dress reserved for occasions such as this. This has clear parallels for us too, and clothing has an important role in Scripture. In the first place, Adam & Eve needed clothing to cover themselves with after they had sinned. Their own attempts were futile, and they needed the Lord to supply the clothing that they needed, and which required the shedding of blood to make the skins available. 

The High Priests of Israel needed their special garments before they could come into God’s presence, and it would have meant death for them if they tried to come before God without them. For us as Christians, we can come into God’s presence only when we are clothed with the garments of salvation and the robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10), which are ours through Christ alone. Ultimately, when the church has prepared herself as a bride, we read that she will be given fine linen, bright and clean (Revelation 19:8), and again this is only possible through the work of Christ. Refer to Topic PRIESTS:  PRIESTLY GARMENTS

Naomi then told Ruth to go down to the threshing floor, where Boaz would be. The threshing-floors of the Israelites were made under the open heaven, and were nothing more than level places in the field stamped quite hard. A level spot was selected for the threshing-floors, which were then constructed near each other, of a circular form, perhaps fifty feet in diameter, merely by beating down the earth hard. 

From Ruth’s perspective, all the preparation in the world would have accomplished nothing if Ruth had not been prepared to go and be found in Boaz’s presence. She had to draw near to Him, just as we as Christians have to draw near to Christ to be part of His bride. He has done everything for us, but we have to respond. 

Of course, for us Jesus has already drawn us to Him by the working of His Holy Spirit, but there does need to be a willing response in us for the relationship to be formed and to flourish. Ruth had to put herself at the feet of the lord of the harvest, and he would do the rest. We too, need to place ourselves at the Lord’s feet (for He is the ultimate Lord of the harvest), as a token of our submission to Him. Refer to Topic GOD:  CALLING

Then finally, Ruth agreed to obey Naomi (v5), She was not just a hearer of the Word, but a doer also, which is what God requires of us too. There had to be obedience on her part for God’s purposes to be fulfilled in her life. God also expects obedience from us as Christians, such that we accept and conform to His whole will for our lives, and not just the parts we might take a liking to. We cannot come to God with a hidden agenda, or with reservations, but with a willing and wholehearted attitude.

THE NIGHT TIME ENCOUNTER

RUTH 3:6-14

And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her mother in law bade her. And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down. And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. And he said, Who [art] thou? And she answered, I [am] Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou [art] a near kinsman. And he said, Blessed [be] thou of the LORD, my daughter: [for] thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou [art] a virtuous woman. And now it is true that I [am thy] near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, [that] if he will perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, [as] the LORD liveth: lie down until the morning. And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor. 
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REFLECTIONS

Ruth duly obeyed Naomi, and went to the threshing floor to await the arrival of Boaz. The fact that Boaz had been celebrating by eating and drinking does not mean that his behaviour was inappropriate. The harvest season was an especially joyful time for the Jews, for it reminded them of God’s provision, and it was, and still is, only proper for mankind to express thanks to God who is the Lord of the harvest. In our day, in many parts of the world, people are removed from the process of growing and producing food, so it is still important that we take time to remember the blessing of God’s provision in the harvest each year. 

Given that in the culture of the day, the farming would be a co-operative enterprise that involved much of the community, it was only natural that they should celebrate when the harvest had been safely gathered in. The men of the village would take turns on the threshing floor, which was usually a raised platform or rock surface outside the village, and often on a hill where it could catch the evening breeze. They would then place the sheaves on the floor and separate the stalks by having the oxen walk over it, or perhaps by beating the stalks. This is the context for the expression that you shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading the grain. If oxen were used, they would normally drag a wooden board, studded with metal, over the threshing floor to break up the long stalks and further separate the grain from them. Smaller quantities would be threshed by beating the grain with a flail (a long flexible stick). 

When the grain had been separated, the workers would take a winnowing fork and throw the grain into the air so that the breeze would carry off the chaff while the grain fell to the floor. The grain would then be collected and carried away for marketing or storage. It was not uncommon for the men to do this in the evening when there was a breeze, and then sleep at the threshing floor to protect the grain.

Ruth approached Boaz quietly when he was settled on the threshing floor, and having uncovered his feet she gently lay down. There is perhaps a poignancy here, for in Ruth 2:10 Ruth had bowed at the feet of Boaz in response to his kind words, whereas now she is lying at his feet to propose marriage. Although the floor was in the open air, there would no doubt be mounds of grain that would give shelter and cover so that Ruth was not immediately obvious.

In the middle of the night Boaz is disturbed by something, and wakes to find a woman at his feet. It is not entirely clear whether this occurred at midnight as the KJV puts it, or just in the middle of the night. Certainly for the Jews the time of the middle of the night has some significance, for it was then that they left Egypt in haste at the time of the Exodus. This could have been a compromising situation for Boaz, for he was a wealthy and respected member of the community, and here he was in the dark with what he thought was an unknown woman. The use of the unidentified “man” and “woman” in v8 adds a taste of mystery to the event. 

Ruth identifies herself in v9, and calls herself Ruth his handmaid (suggesting a new beginning), rather than Ruth the Moabitess, as she has frequently been referred to throughout the book. She then claims the protection of Boaz as kinsman-redeemer by asking that he spread his skirt over her, effectively proposing marriage. This is referred to elsewhere in Scripture, and in Ezekiel 16:8 it is also referring to a marriage situation. In 1 Kings 19:19 Elijah spread his mantle over Elisha, thus giving a clear call to follow, which is a similar concept. It is interesting that the word for skirt can also mean wing, and as Ruth had come under the wings of Jehovah as her God, so now she is asking to come under the wing of Boaz for her provision and protection. It is likely that the figurative expression refers, (see Deuteronomy 27:20) to the corner of the counterpane, referring to the fact that a man spreads this over his wife as well as himself.

 Thus Ruth entreated Boaz to marry her because he was a redeemer. Ruth was able to ask Boaz to do this as this was her right as a near relative who had lost her husband. Boaz clearly welcomes her approach, and commends her for not running after the younger men of the village, which he might easily have expected her to do. That might explain why Boaz had not previously proposed to Ruth himself, for being an older man he might have ruled himself out of the running for Ruth’s hand in marriage. Given that Boaz commended Ruth for not going after the younger men, it seems that Boaz was not the most attractive man physically, at least at this stage in his life. This compares with Jesus, who according to Isaiah 53:2 had no particular attractiveness that would attract people to Him physically. 

Boaz saw nothing wrong in the fact that Ruth had come to him, but regarded her request that he would marry her as redeemer as perfectly natural and right, and he was ready to carry out her wish as soon as the circumstances would legally allow it.  However, the more important reason that Boaz had not previously acted is brought out in v12, for it transpires that there was a closer relative who would have had a prior claim on Ruth in terms of the kinsman-redeemer relationship. By bringing the matter to a head, Ruth is forcing Boaz’s hand to do something about the situation.

The mention of Ruth’s good character is brought out in v11, and given the good standing of Boaz we can conclude that there has been nothing improper in this night time meeting, although Boaz clearly considers it appropriate to keep the matter secret until he has resolved the issue in the morning (v13). Both are clear believers in Israel’s God and it is to be expected that they would have behaved with dignity and purity at this time. Indeed, it is more than likely that both had been praying about their situation, although this is not explicitly stated in the narrative. It is also certain that Naomi, who had Ruth’s best interests at heart, would not have suggested any plan that was in any way improper, so we can conclude that in accordance with the customs of the day nothing untoward took place that night. 

Ruth was noted to be a woman of excellence, which was recognised both by Boaz and the other Jews around. Even today, the Gentile church needs to be seen as a “woman” of excellence, so that the Jewish nation will be drawn to their Messiah. The tragedy is that most Jews equate Christianity with the holocaust and anti-Semitism generally, for there are centuries of persecution that have taken deep root in the Jewish heart. This makes it even more important for the Gentile church to be of excellent character, reflecting the true heart of Jesus.

There are applications for us in this passage, for God accepts us, just as Boaz accepted Ruth. He could have refused to have anything further to do with her, but he did not, and instead pronounced a blessing on Ruth, referring to her as daughter. In Christ, we are blessed by God and become His children, being thoroughly accepted as the bride to be of Jesus. Jesus is truly our Kinsman-Redeemer, who wants to draw us into a closer relationship with Him, just as Boaz worked to ensure he won his bride. Boaz also reassured Ruth of his kind intentions, even in the dark of night when she couldn’t see him. 

We cannot see God, but we have assurances of His love and mercy towards us in His word, such that we can be totally secure in our faith. The instruction not to fear was frequently used by our Lord himself during His time on earth. Boaz also assured Ruth that he would do all that she asked of him, just as Jesus has accomplished all that He could for our salvation and wellbeing. The complication that had arisen over the potential rival as kinsman redeemer did not put Boaz off, and his concern was primarily that Ruth should be redeemed so that she was in good standing in the community. 

God has gone to great lengths to secure our redemption, and has searched the universe to find a fitting bride for His Son. The amazing thing is that He found us as the church to be that Bride! For us there was no other kinsman redeemer who could have secured our redemption, for there is no other name under heaven whereby we might be saved (Acts 4:12).

Refer to Topic JEWISH WEDDING

BOAZ SHOWS MORE KINDNESS TO RUTH

Ruth 3:15-18
Also he said, Bring the vail that [thou hast] upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he measured six [measures] of barley, and laid [it] on her: and she went into the city. And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who [art] thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her. And she said, These six [measures] of barley gave he me; for he said to me, Go not empty unto thy mother in law. Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day. 
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Boaz has been gracious and kind to Ruth since they met in the fields, and had ensured she was protected while she went about her gleaning. He had provided for her as she worked, and even the first day that they met he had allowed her to collect about half a bushel of grain. Now Boaz extends his kindness to Ruth even further, and poured into her veil 6 measures of barley, which would be more than 2 weeks supply for Ruth and Naomi. The garment that Ruth was wearing was a broad upper garment, and was often quite full in terms of material, so would have been able to hold a good amount of grain. 

At the end of this night time encounter, Boaz had not only calmed Ruth’s fears and allayed her concerns, but ensured she had sufficient provision for her daily needs. She had not asked for anything, but he gave her the grain because he loved her. Boaz didn’t want his prospective bride gleaning in the fields for the leftovers, but wanted her to be amply provided for. This is not unlike the Lord’s concern for us and His bride to be as the church. He calms our fears, shows us great love and mercy, and provides for our needs in a wonderful way day by day. Bringing the message up to date, Boaz as a type of Christ gave generously to Ruth the Gentile, so that she could take the grain to Naomi the Jew. This reminds us of Romans 10:14-17; 11:13-16, where we are reminded of the need to share the good news, and that the Jews will be made jealous by the believing Gentiles.

When Ruth returned home to Naomi, we have the last recorded conversation between these two women in the book.  It could at first sight appear strange that Naomi asks her who she is. Some translations phrase the question along the lines of “How did it go?”, or a similar approach. In asking Ruth who she was, she was effectively asking Ruth if she was still Ruth the Moabitess, or was she now the prospective wife of Boaz. Indeed the fact that Boaz sent Ruth back to Naomi, her “mother-in-law” confirms that nothing has yet changed, and that Boaz was not being presumptuous about the outcome. 

Ruth recounts the outcome of the nocturnal meeting between her and Boaz, which would have included his promises as well as his reassurance and provision. Naomi, who had earlier in the book complained of being empty handed, has had her fortunes reversed and was now provided for and blessed, because of the kindness of the kinsman-redeemer. How this points to our Kinsman-Redeemer, Jesus Christ, who has done all that is needed for us to be redeemed and blessed. Ruth’s faith and obedience had brought about a transformation in their lives, and that is a lesson to us as believers to show faith and obedience to our Saviour, Jesus.

Naomi then told Ruth to sit still and wait while Boaz dealt with the necessary business in the market place with the other potential kinsman-redeemer. The expression “fall,” in this sense, is founded upon the idea of the falling of the lot to the ground. Sometimes waiting is the hardest thing to do, for waiting does not come naturally to the human temperament. There are indeed times when we need to be busy about the Lord’s work and do what we can, just as Ruth had taken the initiative and gone to Boaz the previous evening. However, there are also times when we are required just to wait, and let God work out His purposes in a situation, and it takes faith and patience to let Him do it His way, and in His time. Christian maturity will allow God to work in such a way, and patience is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Refer to Topic CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFIDENCE

For Ruth, there was nothing that she could accomplish by following Boaz around Bethlehem, and she had to trust him that he would keep his word to her. There was a similar command to Moses when the Israelites were being pursued by the Egyptians to the Red Sea, and they were told to stand still, so that they might see the glory of the Lord. At the right time God told them to move forward into the newly dried sea bed so that He could lead them safely through the sea. It is a shame when God’s people miss His glory because they are too busy to wait for Him to act. The Psalmist tells us to “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10) which is a lovely word for one with a restless heart. Indeed there are times when we might get in His way if we are not being still. There is a time to wait, and a time to act.

TOPICS

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7,25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.

8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Gal 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Rom 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Lev 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST

1. The ministry of the Spirit in sustaining Jesus Christ was prophesied in the Old Testament. (Isaiah 11:1-3, 42:1, 61:1-3)

2. The virgin birth was only possible by the work of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1: 18,  20, Psalm 40:6, Hebrews 10:5.

3. The Holy Spirit was given without measure (constant unhindered filling) to the humanity of Christ. (John 3:34)

4. The Holy Spirit was related to the baptism of Jesus. (Matthew 3:16)

5. The Holy Spirit sustained Jesus Christ during his earthly ministry. (Matthew 12:18, 28, Luke 4:14,15,18)

6. The Lord acknowledged the work of the Spirit in his works and miracles. Matthew 12:8 (Quoting Isaiah 44:1), 18, 28,  Luke 4:14-21.

7. The sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the Lord when he bore our sins on the cross. Matthew 27:46, Psalms 22.

8. The Holy Spirit had a part in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:11, 1 Peter 3:18)

9. The present ministry of the Holy Spirit to Jesus Christ  (John 7:39, 16:14)

10. The same sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit is passed on to us at salvation, and we are commanded to make use of this ministry

11. to grow thereby. Galatians 4:19,  5:16,  Ephesians  3:16, 17, 5:18, Romans 13:14. 

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

PRIESTS:  PRIESTLY GARMENTS

1. General Scripture:- (Exodus 28)

2. The priestly garments of the High Priest of Israel consisted of seven items.

a) The linen garments

b) The robe of the Ephod

c) The Ephod

d) The Urim and Thummim

e) The Girdle

f) The Crown

g) The Breastplate

3. The priestly garments were designed by God and every detail points to the person and work of Christ. In Exodus 28 the garments are called Holy (v2) fine linen (v5) pure gold (v4) precious stones (v17-20) anointed with costly ointment (v41) made by the wise hearted (v3) . This speaks that the garments are made of the very best materials by the finest craftsmen.

4. The Linen Garments (Exodus 28:39-43)

All the priests wore fine twined linen clothes. The fine twined linen shows the absolute perfection of Christ. The garments of the High Priest were built up and covered the white linen clothes.

Principle: All works in the Christian life are based on the work of Christ on the Cross. We stand justified by his righteousness alone.

The Material-. Fine twined linen was an art which died with the Egyptians. The only linen of this type in existence today covers mummies in museums. The fine twined linen was finer than the finest muslin.

Principle:  Only the finest material can speak of his holiness and righteousness. The fabric was embroidered with colour. (v39). 

Two words are used for embroidery in the bible. One to add colour to a basic garment the other to weave into the base garment a design as an integral part of the garment. The latter is used in this verse. From afar the coat looked like a white garment. Close up however the garment appeared beautifully coloured and exquisite.

Principle:  From afar Jesus may appear as a great teacher or prophet. Close up however he is revealed in his full beauty as the Son of God.

The Coat:  The word for coat is used in only one other location in the bible - in Genesis 3, where Adam and Eve were covered by a coat of skin (singular) - one death sufficed for Adam and Eve.

Analogy:  The death of Christ availed for all mankind.

The High Priest on the Day of Atonement:  On that day the High Priest wore a linen coat, hat and trousers when he offered his sacrifice in the Holy of Holies.

Analogy:  Christ in his human body (the linen coat) offered once and for all the sacrifice of his body for the sins of the world. Having been judged satisfactory by God he put on his High Priest's garments- the resurrection body.

5. Robe of the Ephod. (Exodus 28:31-35)

The robe of the Ephod was of blue with golden bells and pomegranates around the hem. The robe, unlike the coat, signifies an office. The placing on of the robe was appointment or commissioning to a high calling.

Analogies:  Our High Priest was commissioned to be a High Priest for us. Christ means commissioned one. The robe is almost always associated with royalty in the bible. Christ is a royal priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4). We also are of the royal priesthood because of our union with Christ.

The holiness of Christ (the linen coat) is covered by the blue robe of the Ephod (the deity of Christ). This has its counterpart in the Tabernacle where the broken tablets of stone in the Ark of the Covenant was covered by the solid gold (deity) of the mercy seat.

The robe of the Ephod was woven in one piece. It had neither beginning nor end.

Analogy:  The deity of Christ is eternal, it has no beginning nor end. (Revelation 1:8). All the grace covenants are eternal in nature.

The binding around the neck was as strong as chain mail thus making the robe untearable.

Analogy:  Our salvation is secure through the power of God.

Fruit Symbols:  Pomegranate - peace. Grape - joy. Apple - love.

These three fruits are often found together in the Old Testament. The New Testament equivalent is (Galatians 5:22). Love, Joy, Peace as the first three characteristics of the fruit of the spirit.

The robe with the pomegranates show the King of peace - Melchizedek was the King of Salem (peace).

Principle:  The Melchizedek priesthood is shown within the Aaronic priesthood. The bells represent intercessing prayer. They continuously rang as he moved about in the Holy Place - Christ is constantly interceding for us.

6. The Ephod (Exodus 28:6-14)

The Ephod was made of blue, purple, scarlet and white linen. The colours were interlaced by gold representing the deity of Christ binding together the various facets of the person of Christ.

Blue - Godward - Gospel of John. Purple - Kingly - Gospel of Matthew. Scarlet - Saviour - Gospel of Mark. White - man - Gospel of Luke. (see the Four Gospels)

In the book of Exodus these colours are repeated 24 times.

7. The Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30)

a) Urim - lights

b) Thummim - perfection

It appears these were placed in a pouch in the breastplate. It is not known what they were but it is thought that they could have been the white and black stones used in voting either yes (white) or no (black) in the ancient world. (Revelation 2:17)

God's will would therefore have been given by a yes or no answer to questions asked. A check in the Old Testament of the use of Urim and Thummim reveals that it was always positive or negative, never conversational. Our Urim and Thummim today is the Word of God as a completed canon which represents the total revelation of God to man necessary to successfully live the Christian life. (1 Corinthians 2:16)

8. The Girdle (Exodus 28:8)

This was a strip of fine twined linen worked in blue, purple and scarlet. It was around the waist of the High Priest tied tightly so that the garments became an inseparable part of the priest.

The girdle was used in three different ways:-

Working - The Lord washing the disciples feet.

Walking - Exodus generation. (Exodus 12:11)

War - The Girdle of truth. (Ephesians 6:14)

In 1 Peter 1:13 we are commanded to gird up our mind.

9. The Crown. (Exodus 28:36-38)

This was a plate of pure gold inscribed 'Holiness to the Lord' . It was tied to the mitre by a blue ribbon and was positioned on his forehead. This is immediately in front of the thinking part of the brain and over the soul of the High Priest of Israel. (Joshua 1:8)

10. The Breastplate (Exodus 28:15-29)

The Breastplate was made of blue, purple and scarlet on white and had twelve precious stones set in it. Each represented one of the twelve tribes with the exception of Levi. 

It was 20 cm. square, doubled forming a pocket for Urim and Thummim. It was secured from above by chains of gold to the shoulder stones and at the base by ribbons of blue to the Ephod.

The Stones and Tribes were in order

Sardis - Judah; Topaz - Issachar; Carbuncle - Zebulun; Emerald - Reuben; Sapphire - Simeon; Diamond - Gad; Lizure - Ephraim; Agate - Manasseh; Amethyste - Benjamin; Beryl - Dan; Onyx - Asher; Jasper - Naphtali.

On the Two Shoulder Stones - two onyx stones (Exodus 28:9, 10) the names of the tribes were written again with Ephraim and Manasseh being replaced by Joseph and Levi.

The Shoulder Stone names were according to their birth (Exodus 28:10) - representing Salvation - the two stones are the same - Salvation is the same for everybody.

The Breastplate Stone names were according to their precedence in the tribes. (Numbers 10:14-27) all stones are different - representing a variety of spiritual gifts - all have different talents for serving the Lord.

Principle:  All the stones in the breastplate were precious. We are all precious in his sight and important in God's service. We are all necessary as members of the body of Christ.  We have diversity without inferiority.

GOD - CALLING

1. To Call - KALEO (Greek)

The word 'to call' is used with 3 different prepositions.

2. Kaleo En (Gk) - in the sphere of divine election.

(a) in the sphere of grace - (Galatians. 1:6)

(b) in the sphere of hope - (Ephesians. 4:4) 


(i) hope of a resurrection body.


(ii) hope of eternal life.


(iii) hope of rewards, not spiritual gifts, in heaven.

(c)
in the sphere of peace - (1 Corinthians 7:15). This is the doctrine of reconciliation. (Romans. 5:1)

(d)
in the sphere of holiness. (1 Thessalonians. 4:7)

3. Kaleo Dia (Gk) - through, by means of, through the instrumentality of. By means of the gospel.(2 Thessalonians. 2:14)

4. Kaleo Eis (Gk) - denotes purpose -

(a) for fellowship (1 Corinthians 1:9)

(b) for being part of His Kingdom (1 Thessalonians. 2:12)

(c) for eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12)

(d) for enjoyment of light (1 Peter 2:9)

(e) for purpose of suffering. (1 Peter 5:10)

JEWISH WEDDING

At the time of Christ the wedding was arranged by the father of the groom. In this analogy the relationship between Christ and mankind will be examined.

1. Prior to the first visit of the prospective groom to the bride, the father made arrangements for their relationship. (Hebrews 2:13)

Analogy - God the Father - the Planner made arrangements for mankind in eternity past.

2. The prospective groom would then meet the bride and fellowship with her.

Analogy - Christ came to earth at the first advent and spent time with man.

3. Prior to leaving the bride's house the bridegroom would pay the whole dowry or payment for the bride. (Hebrews 9:23-28)

Analogy - Christ's death on the cross paid the debt of all mankind in full.

4. The bridegroom would return to his father's house and build a future house for the newly married couple to live in. (John 14:1-3)

Analogy - Christ ascended to his father's house to prepare a place for his bride.

5. At the Father's request the Son would go to the Bride's home to pick the bride up.

Analogy - Christ's return to earth for his church at the Rapture.

6. The bride as she left her home was married to the groom. (1 Corinthians 15:51-58)

Analogy - As the body of Christ rises to meet Christ in the air the body becomes the bride.

7. The bride has been preparing her wedding garments waiting for the bridegroom. The bridegroom adorns his bride for the wedding supper. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

Analogy - Whilst waiting for the return of Christ, the body produces gold, silver and precious stones. The final dressing of the body is done by Christ at the Judgment seat of Christ.

8. The bride and groom hold a wedding feast which in rich families could last a month.

Analogy - The wedding feast of Christ will last 1,000 years - The Millennium on earth.

9. Friends of the bridegroom would attend the wedding feast.

Analogy - Old Testament Saints in resurrection bodies will be in the rejoicing of the Millennium.

10. Friends of the bride waited outside the wedding hall, with lamps alight waiting for the bridal couple before they entered the wedding feast. (Matthew 25:1-13)

Analogy - Tribulation Saints who survive the great tribulation will enter into the Millennium in their physical bodies to replenish the earth. Unbelievers will be cast off the earth as they are not invited to the marriage supper of the lamb.

11. The passage of scriptures from the first advent of Christ to the end of the Millennium is clearly seen in its analogy to the Jewish Wedding Ceremony.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFIDENCE

1. The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2. The results of confidence:-

a) Protection. (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b) Strength. (Isaiah 30:15)

c) Blessing. (Jeremiah 17:7)

3. Examples of confidence:-

a) in God's provision. (Genesis 22:18)

b) in God's sovereignty. (Genesis 50:20)

c) in God's deliverance. (Daniel 3:17-18)

d) in God's power. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e) in God's presence. (Psalm 71:5)

f) in extremity. (Job 13:15)

4. Confidence relating to prayer:-

a) confident access. (Ephesians 3:12)

b) confidence to draw near. (Hebrews 4:16)

c) confidence to enter. (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d) confidence to ask. (1 John 5:14-15)

5. Confidence in the day of judgment. (1 John 4:17)

6. Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7. Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

CHAPTER 4

BOAZ SPEAKS TO HIS RELATIVE

RUTH 4:1-6

Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat down. And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down. And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which [was] our brother Elimelech's: And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy [it] before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem [it], redeem [it]: but if thou wilt not redeem [it, then] tell me, that I may know: for [there is] none to redeem [it] beside thee; and I [am] after thee. And he said, I will redeem [it]. Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy [it] also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem [it] for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem [it]. 
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REFLECTIONS

The scene now moves from the threshing floor to the town gate, which was the place where business was done and served much like the civic centre of our day. It was the open space before the city gate, and was the forum of the city, the place where the public affairs of the city were discussed. It was the place for public assembly, and each day the elders of the city sat there and dealt with any issues which members of the public brought before them. The sense of God’s providence again comes through as the other potential kinsman-redeemer “passed by”, so that Boaz could draw him aside to discuss the mater with him. It is interesting that the name of this other man is not given. We have seen earlier that names have important meanings; even the unfortunate Mahlon and Chilion were named, but this man remains nameless. He has no real part in the story, nor in the heritage that later became the line for King David and his greater Son.

The story moves into the proper legal processes of the day. Boaz went to get 10 elders of the town who could be witnesses to the transaction that was to take place. Presumably the 10 were needed as a quorum to ratify the transaction. There are two aspects that have application here, the first being the law of the kinsman-redeemer as found in Leviticus 25:23-34, and which we have discussed earlier. This is essentially the thrust of what is taking place here. 

Some commentators, however, have seen an application of the Levirate law at work here also, and this is found in Deuteronomy 25:5-10. It does not appear that this passage in Ruth is a direct occurrence of the Levirate law, where the brother of a dead man who did not have children was to take his widow as his own wife to raise up children for the dead brother’s name. We have no indication that the nameless relative was in fact the brother of Elimelech, although we do know that he was a reasonably close relative. The intention was to keep widows from marrying outside the family and to protect the family land and inheritance. On balance therefore, it seems that the kinsman-redeemer principle is primarily what is at work in this passage. However, it is worth noting that the Jewish leaders did not always keep to the Levirate law and had to be rebuked by God’s prophets for their disobedience (for example, see the account of Naboth’s vineyard in 1 Kings 21).

There is some debate as to what exactly had happened to the field(s) of Elimelech, but it seems that because of poverty it had been sold, so that it then belonged to another. The kinsman-redeemer had the right to buy it back, but if it was originally the property of a widow, the redeemer would take on the duty to care for her, or if she was young, to marry her to raise up a son to take on the inheritance. 

To explore the principles of redemption a little further, it is relevant to realise that redemption involves setting free by paying a price. In the case of Naomi, and Ruth, it seems that Elimelech’s property had either been sold or was under some kind of a mortgage. The rights to the land would have passed to Mahlon when Elimelech died, and as Mahlon himself had also died, Ruth had become involved in the matter. Ruth was, however, too poor to redeem the land herself. She therefore needed a kinsman-redeemer who was wealthy enough to pay the required price for her to be restored to what was really her rightful inheritance. 

The parallel for us is that all mankind is under bondage to sin and Satan (see Ephesians 2:1-3) and no one is able to set him/herself free. Jesus Christ came as our close relative, which is why He had to be a human being, so that He could pay the price for us, and so that by faith we might be set free from that bondage to sin. There is no redemption without the proper price being paid, and we learn from Hebrews that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin (Hebrews 9:22), so the price to be paid for our salvation was the death of an innocent kinsman redeemer. Refer to Topic BLOOD SACRIFICE

Having taken the nameless relative and 10 elders aside, Boaz then proceeded to explain the purpose of his intended meeting. He explains that the matter has to do with Elimelech’s estate, and offers the relative the opportunity to buy the land as having prior claim over it. Boaz is quite shrewd here because he does not mention Ruth at first, presumably to deflect attention away from her at first. At first the man says that he is willing to proceed with the transaction, but when it becomes clear that marriage with Ruth goes with the purchase, the man backs down as he does not want to prejudice his own inheritance. 

Boaz again is quite smart here for he refers to Ruth as the Moabitess, reminding his listeners that she is not of good Jewish stock. This is likely to cloud the matter of this man’s own estate, and he is more interested in his own property and inheritance than the plight of Naomi and Ruth. 

The redemption would cost money, since the yearly produce of the field would have to be paid for up to the year of jubilee. Now, if he acquired the field by redemption as his own permanent property, he would have increased by so much his own possessions in land. But if he should marry Ruth, the field so redeemed would belong to the son whom he would father through her, and he would therefore have parted with the money that he had paid for the redemption merely for the son of Ruth, so that he would have withdrawn a certain amount of capital from his own possession, and to that extent have detracted from its worth. As such, if he had married Ruth and had a son by her, then if that son was the sole heir a part of his own estate, apart from that of Elimelech, would go to Elimelech’s family, and this was a risk he did not want to take. The matter then passed back to Boaz in place of this man.

It is interesting that the man who could have been the kinsman-redeemer but refused, looked more to himself to protect his name and his estate, yet we do not know what his name was. He has disappeared into obscurity for posterity, apart from this mention of his refusal to take Ruth as wife. He wanted the blessing and the inheritance, but Ruth was the key to this, and he was not prepared to take her as well. By contrast, Boaz was prepared to put his own (apparently considerable) wealth at risk for the sake of the woman that He loved, and his name is recorded here for eternity. Furthermore, he became part of the line of King David through Ruth, and then ultimately to Jesus Himself. There is surely a lesson for us here, in that those who are selfish and concerned about their own interests will pass from this earth without record, certainly in God’s sight. However, those who will put God first will become part of the family of God with eternal blessing.  Refer to Topics CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES, WEALTH 

There is a parallel with Jesus here, for He saw the bride of His dreams (the church) and was prepared to suffer humiliation and die to obtain her. In return, He is now glorified, and will dwell with His bride in glory for eternity, with an inheritance that will never spoil or perish. Boaz purchased his bride by giving of his wealth, but by contrast Jesus purchased His bride by giving Himself on the cross. Boaz didn’t have to suffer and die to obtain his bride, whereas of course Jesus did. Boaz had a rival to obtain his bride, but there is no rival who could possibly challenge Jesus. Perhaps even more glorious is that Boaz took Ruth so that he might raise up the name of the dead, whereas as Christians we will eventually have a new name (Revelation 2:17) although our focus is to glorify the name of the living Christ. The transaction that Boaz completed was witnessed by others, and God’s people have witnesses from heaven, as well as the Holy Spirit and the Word to confirm our status as the bride of Christ. In Ruth 4:1-2 there are 5 references to sitting; when Jesus had finished purchasing His bride He sat down, for it is finished and the transaction is done, once and for all! Refer to Topic CHURCH: BRIDE OF CHRIST

THE TRANSACTION IS DONE

RUTH 4:7-12

Now this [was the manner] in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave [it] to his neighbour: and this [was] a testimony in Israel. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy [it] for thee. So he drew off his shoe. And Boaz said unto the elders, and [unto] all the people, Ye [are] witnesses this day, that I have bought all that [was] Elimelech's, and all that [was] Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye [are] witnesses this day. And all the people that [were] in the gate, and the elders, said, [We are] witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem: And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman. 
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The transaction was completed by the exchange of a sandal, which was a common custom of the day to seal a contract. In years to come, the witnesses would be able to confirm that Boaz had indeed bought Ruth and her land because they had seen a relative hand his shoe to Boaz. The custom itself, which existed among the Indians and the ancient Germans, arose from the fact that fixed property was taken possession of by treading upon the soil, and hence taking off the shoe and handing it to another was a symbol of the transfer of a possession or right of ownership. It symbolised the other person having forfeited his right to the land, and in this case, any rights over Ruth as well. 

Boaz then called upon all the people there to be witnesses that he had indeed bought the land, and Ruth the Moabitess, to maintain the name of the dead. These last words of Boaz as recorded in the book, calling on the elders “Today you are witnesses”, has echoes of Joshua’s words in Joshua 24:22, and links the story with Israel’s possession of their land. This is the last time in the book that Ruth is referred to as a foreigner, for beyond this she is the wife of Boaz. Moab was not one of the nations that the Israelites were specifically forbidden to enter into marriage with, but the fact that the Moabites were idolatrous people generally, would mean that such a marriage would normally not be allowed. However, Ruth had become a Jewish proselyte and stated her allegiance to Israel’s God, so that would have made it legitimate for Boaz to marry her. Boaz had earlier prayed that Ruth might receive a full reward of her courage and constancy from the God of Israel, under whose wings she had come to trust; and now he became an instrument of that kindness, which was an answer to his prayer, and helped to make his own words good. Once more, Boaz is a picture of Christ here, for he wasn’t concerned about jeopardising his own inheritance, just as Jesus wasn’t about His, and in fact Jesus made us part of His inheritance. Boaz and Jesus both acted as they did because of their love for their bride. 

Weddings are generally public events that are witnessed by others as solemn, yet joyful occasions, whether done openly before God or not. Regardless of whether a couple want God in their wedding or not, He does see what takes place and expects the couple to abide by the promises that they make. The people prayed that Ruth would be fruitful in bearing children, for Biblically children are seen as a blessing and not a burden, and this was generally the perspective of Jewish people. This is a far cry from the commonplace practice of abortion in much of the world today, but God gives life to each human being, and that life is sacred. Other nations practised abortion or sometimes left unwanted children to die, but the Jews hated such practices, as does God. Refer to Topic GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTION - MARRIAGE

A further reason for Jewish women to pray to have children was not just to perpetuate the race, but because it had been forecast that one day a Jewish woman would give birth to the Messiah. Reference here is made to Rachel and Leah, who were the two wives of Jacob, who was the father of the Jewish nation, and whose name was changed by God to Israel. These two ladies, together with their handmaids, bore the founding members of the 12 tribes of Israel and thus “built” the nation. 

This links Ruth to the foundation of Israel, showing that she is accepted in the nation. According to the Jewish Targum, although some of the tribes sprung from their maids, whom they gave to Jacob, the children born of them were reckoned theirs by a moral estimation, as some express it. Rachel is set before Leah, though the youngest, and had the fewest children, because she was his first wife in his intention, and according to the covenant made with her father, though imposed upon and deceived; and she was his more lawful wife, and his most beloved one. By the children of these two, and their handmaidens, the house or family of Israel was built up, and became a great nation, consisting of twelve tribes. 

There is perhaps a messianic hint here, for Jacob worked long and hard for the woman of his choice, Rachel, who was the one he loved. At first, however, he was given the wrong woman, Leah, and it was only when he had accepted her that he was allowed to have Rachel also. In a similar way, Jesus came looking for a bride among His own people, the Jews. They would not accept Him, so He had to turn His attention to the gentiles, although we do know that the time will come when the Jewish nation will indeed turn to Him in faith. Leah was the “wrong” one, but she came to be loved, and was the first to have children. The predominantly Gentile church has been loved by Jesus, and has been the most productive in terms of spiritual offspring since the 1st century. Nevertheless, Jesus will have a believing Jewish remnant, typifying Rachel who had children later on in Jacob’s life. Refer to Topic CHURCH AND ISRAEL

The passage here mentions Ephrathah as another name for Bethlehem, largely to identify it from another Bethlehem. However, the name Ephrathah means “fruitful”, and it was their prayer that Ruth would indeed be fruitful in bearing children, and so bring honour to their town. When set alongside the name Bethlehem, we find that this place was a fruitful house of bread, and of course its most famous inhabitant was Jesus who is the Bread of life, and is also fruitful, for He has many spiritual children. Bethlehem was also the place where Rachel (wife of Jacob) was buried. It is likely that the people praying here did not anticipate just how famous Bethlehem would become. The prayer that Boaz and Ruth would be blessed looks to the future, moving beyond the linkage with the past in Israel’s history.

There is reference to Perez in the prayer for the happy couple, and he was an ancestor of Boaz and who settled in Bethlehem (1 Chronicles 2:5; Matthew 1:3). Perez was the son of Tamar and Judah, and although this was not a godly relationship, she was nevertheless part of the genealogy of Jesus, thus showing the grace of God. Boaz of course was part of this line, and thus any child of Boaz and Ruth would come to form part of the line that descended to our Lord. Ruth and Tamar were both Canaanites, and God graciously included them in the chosen line of Israel. There will come a day when Jesus Christ will present the church to His Father as a bride that is spotless, and that has been prepared by Him to be worthy of our divine husband.

RUTH AND BOAZ HAVE A SON

RUTH 4:13-22

So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed [be] the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee a restorer of [thy] life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he [is] the father of Jesse, the father of David. Now these [are] the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 
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REFLECTIONS

A brief verse covers the events of a year or so, indicating that Boaz and Ruth became man and wife, that she became pregnant, and that God blessed them with a son. This is the culmination of the blessing that God had poured on Ruth throughout this book. God had given her faith to trust Him back in Moab, His grace had led her to Bethlehem, to the field of Boaz, to Boaz himself, to the rejection of the other kinsman so that she could marry Boaz, and now she has a son. The child becomes the centre of attention in this last section, along with Naomi. This once more underscores the balance between God’s providence and man’s co-operation with His plan, for only God can give life.  It is rightly said therefore that it is the Lord who gave conception to Ruth, especially when we can look forward some centuries to see that Jesus came from this line of descent. 

In v14 there is again blessing to God that He has not left Naomi without a kinsman redeemer. Although at a human level this is initially Boaz, and then the child Obed (who of course was also born in Bethlehem), the ultimate redeemer and provider of all, and for all, is of course Jesus Christ. By honouring the name of the dead (Mahlon), and showing kindness to the living (Ruth), Boaz forms part of the royal line that led to David and then the Messiah. 

That the blessing is directed at the feet of Naomi shows that her personal tragedy that was seen in chapter 1 is now finally over, with blessing from God having replaced it. Earlier in the book, God had provided food through Boaz, and now He provides an heir and a grandson for her. For each believer in Christ, there is similar restoration, for He takes us and transforms us to become those who share His marvellous inheritance and blessings. Although Ruth and Boaz seem to take a backseat at this stage, it is probably so that God’s gracious dealings with Naomi can be seen in sharper focus that she seems to have a more prominent place in these last verses of the book. 

The women are said to have given a name to the child, and it is likely that this was on the 8th day at his circumcision. His name means “serving”, and probably anticipates the service that he would be to Naomi in her old age. They declared that Obed would be a restorer of life to Naomi, and it is so often the case that a grandchild brings new life to a person of mature years. There was a sense in which Obed also brought fresh life to the extent that through him Naomi had legitimate hope for the future, now that the need for a kinsman-redeemer had been fulfilled. He was also said to be a nourisher of her old age, so it is likely that when Obed grew up he would have shared in the duty (even privilege) of caring for Naomi in her closing years. Obed also later brought fame to Bethlehem through becoming the grandfather of King David. 

Each child is a blessing from God, and He has a plan for each one. The responsibility for each of us is to seek out, and then fulfil the purposes God has for us. This puts a solemn dignity on parenthood, and also on children’s work in the church, for godly input into a child’s life will provide a solid foundation for each child to grow into the ministry that God has for him/her. It is worthy of comment that Obed’s descendant, Jesus Christ, is the restorer of life to all who will trust in Him, in a much greater way than Obed could ever have been. The good women that were at the labour when this child was born congratulated Naomi upon it more than either Boaz or Ruth, because she was the match-maker, and it was the family of her husband that was built up by the birth.

The 4th chapter of the book, and indeed the whole book of Ruth, ends with the genealogy from Pharez (also known as Perez) to David, giving details of the line of descent. The Moabites were not to enter the congregation of the Lord “even to the 10th generation” (Deuteronomy 23:3), but the book of Ruth ends with a 10 generation genealogy that climaxes with the name of David. Such is the grace of God! This confirms that David, and by extension, Jesus, were both descended from the tribe of Judah, for Pharez was also of that tribe. This is to fulfil Genesis 49:10 and confirm the truth of Jacob's prophecy, of Shiloh the Messiah coming from the tribe of Judah. The genealogies of the Bible are important, for they record the family lines, and for Ruth and Naomi it was important that their family line be not wiped out from the posterity of Israel. Indeed, this is much of the thrust of what the book of Ruth is all about. 

The genealogies are important also in proving the pedigree of Jesus the Messiah, for if He had not come from the correct line, He could not be a valid Saviour. This is a problem for Jews after the destruction of the Temple in AD70, for the genealogical records were kept there, so that it is now virtually impossible for Jewish people to prove their pedigree. This would confirm that the Messiah had to have come before AD 70.

At the end of this book Ruth is married to Boaz, and instead of being a poor gleaner in the field of a wealthy man, everything he owns is now shared with her. This gives us a wonderful picture of what Christ has done for the church, His bride. The progression of Ruth’s growth in faith is also an illustration of the growth of the Christian moving on with God, and there is much to be learnt from this short book. Too many of God’s children are happy picking up the leftovers of blessing, and are like spiritual gleaners. God wants His children to grow to be mature adults spiritually, who can be a fitting bride for His Son and enter into the full riches of His inheritance. Ruth’s commitment made a difference in her life, and in the lives of those around her. That is the challenge set before each Christian who owns the name of Christ. Refer to Topics  CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY and CHRISTIAN LIFE:MATURITY – SIGNS OF MATURITY 

TOPICS

BLOOD SACRIFICE

1. Ever since the earliest recorded time God has required a blood sacrifice for sin. It is implied by the coats of skin provided by the Lord in the garden after Adam and Eve had attempted to clothe their nakedness with leaves. Abel brought an acceptable animal sacrifice, unlike Cain's who brought an unacceptable bloodless offering.

2. The requirement for blood sacrifices was continued with Noah after the flood; (cf. the near sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham); and was established as a requirement not only by the Passover lamb but also in the Levitical offerings.

3. When recording the will of God for Israel in the matter of food and the abstinence from eating "any manner of blood" Moses states "For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."

4. It is clear from the above that the life of an innocent victim (the animal sacrifice) acted as a shadow until the once and for all payment was paid with the true sacrifice of Christ.

5. There is an absolute necessity of the unique sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as indicated by the phrase "the blood of Christ". (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:7 , Hebrews 9:22)

6. Up to the time of the once and for all sacrifice the sins of believers were set aside adjacent to them (gk. para) but since the cross they have been taken fully away.

7. The twelve elements of grace which involve the blood of Christ:-

a) The New Covenant. (Hebrews 8:8, 9:20-21)

b) The blood is the life. (John 6:53)

c) Purchase and Redemption. (Acts 20:28, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19)

d) Propitiation. (Romans 3:25)

e) Justification. (Romans 5:9)

f) Sanctification. (Hebrews 13:12)

g) Cleansing. (Hebrews 9:14, 1 John 1:7, Revelation 7:14)

h) Victory. (Revelation 12:11)

i) The blood of sprinkling. (Hebrews 10:22, 1 Peter 1:2)

j) Made nigh. (Ephesians 2:13)

k) Peace. (Colossians 1:20)

l) Boldness to enter. (Hebrews 10:19)

8. It is of interest that the resurrection body consists of flesh and bone but apparently no blood.

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

1. The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

2. The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

3. The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

4. The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

5. The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

6. The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

7. The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

WEALTH

1. Wealth may be in the form of money, gold or silver, goods or land. Wealth is always relative to the values within a society. What is wealthy within a poor culture is poor within a more wealthy culture. What individuals feel is wealthy will differ from person to person; some will never feel they are wealthy enough. The believer is urged to be content with what he has received, in his position, from the Lord. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Philippians 4:11-13, Hebrews 13:5-6.

2. Money has a legitimate function, and wealth generally is, like money, a neutral thing; something to be used to facilitate daily life. Money and goods are used to pay taxes, buy goods needed for the family, and give towards the Lord's work in the church. Money is not evil. Genesis 29:3, Jeremiah 32:44,  .

Money and goods are used for taxation, Matthew 22:17-22, Luke 20:20-26.

3. It is no evil to have wealth or lots of money, it is the lust for money and goods that corrupts a man, as it did Baalam,   Jude 11.

Money, and wealth generally, are great slaves but terrible masters. Wealth is deceitful if a person believes it will buy him happiness, provide him with security, or give him immortality. Matthew 6:24-33, Luke 12:16-21 Proverbs 18:10-12, Proverbs 13:7.

5.  Money and wealth will not buy respectability with God, nor will it purchase salvation. Mark 8:36,37, Acts 8:18-24, Mark 10:23-27.

6. Wealth may get in the way of the simple message of salvation, as the Rich Young Ruler found. Matthew 19:16, Luke 18:19,20, Mark 10:17-27.

7. Money may get in the way of spiritual growth, when we pay more attention to our wealth than we do to applying doctrine in our lives. Solomon in Ecclesiastes 5:10 6:2, Baalam in Jude 11, Ananias' and Saphira in Acts 5:1-10, All of us in James 5:1-6.

8. God is not impressed with money and pride filled shows of wealth. Luke 16:10-31,   Proverbs 11:4,28.

9. Wealth can be a great blessing received by believers in maturity, and if it is it is to be used for the Lord's work, as well as for life style. Proverbs 13:8ff, Hebrews 13, Refer Doctrine Of Giving.

CHURCH:  BRIDE OF CHRIST

1. The Body of Christ is being formed on the earth during the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:16, 4:4-5, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 1:24, 2:19).

2. It is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

3. When the body is completed the Rapture occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-7. Compared with Revelation 19:6-8, Zechariah 13:2 and 1 Thessalonians 3:13)

4. During the tribulation on earth the bride is being dressed in heaven.

a) For ultimate sanctification - the resurrection body. (1 Corinthians 15:51-7, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1,2).

b) The bride is prepared by being cleansed from all human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

c) The bride no longer possesses a sinful nature (Revelation 19:7-8)

5. The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13)

6. Upon the return of the bride and groom judgment occurs. (Psalm 110:1)

a) Disarming of demons (Colossians 2:15)

b) Satan is imprisoned for 1,000 years. (Revelation 20:1-3)

c) Jesus Christ casts demons into prison Zechariah 13:2, Colossians 2:15, 1 Corinthians 15:24,25)

7. Coronation of the Groom, Jesus Christ is Crowned King of the World. (Revelation 19:6)

8. Wedding Supper of the Lamb. (Revelation 19:7-9)

a) Marriage occurred in heaven, supper to take place on earth. (Matthew 25:1-13)

b) Wedding supper described in detail (Revelation 19:6-9)

c) Four groups involved in this supper:-

i) The Groom - Jesus Christ.

ii) The Friends of the Groom - Old Testament Saints (John 3:29)

iii) The Bride - Church Age Believers.

iv) The Friends of the Bride - Tribulation believers, i.e. those who have known the Bride and become believers. (Matthew  25:1-13)

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE

1. Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2. Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm. (Matthew 22:30)

3. Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4. God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5. If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6. Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church. 

a) in the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do. (Romans 8:7; 10:3)

b) you submit yourself by an act of freewill. 

c) a family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive. (Romans 13:1,5)

7. Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8. Grace and the man. 

a) the man is in the role of an initiator. 

b) the man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will. 

c) the man has to show his character to the woman. 

d) the man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9. Faith and the woman. 

a) the woman is in the role of a responder. 

b) the woman makes the choice of her free will. 

c) she is the one who uses faith. 

d) the woman needs time to grow.

10. Glory revealed.

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11. Compatibility.

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12. Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13. Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage :- 

a) the death of one of the partners. 

b) the desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage. (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)

c) inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18).

d) adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh. (Matthew 5:32; 19:9)

CHURCH AND ISRAEL

The Church is different to Israel.

1. The Jews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28)

2. Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)  The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1)

3. Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8)  The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23)

4. Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

5. Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4)  The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. (Matthew 18:20)

6. Israel lived under the law. (Ezekiel 20:10-12)  The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

7. Israel's destiny is with Palestine. (Isaiah 60:18-21 )  The Church will be removed from the earth.(l Thessalonians 4:13-18)

8. Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

9. Israel contained Jews only.  The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY

Categories of Believers

1. Standpoint of Spirituality:

a) Spiritual believer - the Holy Spirit controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6b).

b) Carnal believer - the sinful nature controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6a).

2. Standpoint of Growth:

a) Baby - one who has just received Christ as Saviour.

b) Adolescent - one who has learned some doctrine but is not yet in the application state.

c) Mature - one who knows and applies doctrine and spends a maximum amount of time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3. Relationship of Maturity and Spirituality:

a) Spirituality is an absolute. The Holy Spirit either controls or He does not. One cannot be a little bit carnal. If he is carnal he is NOT spiritual.

b) Maturity is speeded up by spirituality, but a baby believer can be either carnal or spiritual, and a mature believer can be carnal or spiritual.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY - SIGNS OF MATURITY (ROMANS 15:1-15)

1. Helping others (v 1-3)  The mature believer should bear the infirmities of the weak (v 1; cf. Galatians 6:2). Paul includes himself as a believer of mature strength.

a) A mature believer is characterised by:

i) Knowing doctrine.

ii) Knowing promises.

iii) Spending a maximum amount of time by the filling of the Holy Spirit.

b) A weak or immature believer may be:

i) A new believer.

ii) An ignorant believer who does not know the Word.

c) A mature believer bears the infirmities of the weak believer by:

i) Giving information about the Word (doctrine, promises, procedures). This may be in private conversation.

ii) Giving advice based on the Word.

iii) Exercising grace; listening to and helping others with problems.

d)  The mature believer is not to "please himself" (v 1,2):

i) He is not to feed his ego or brag about helping others. It should never be done for self-glory or self-stimulation, but for God's glory.

ii) Christ as the supreme example (v 3):

He did not please Himself; but as a man He received more pressure than we will ever have. The Old Testament says, "the reproaches of Israel ('them') that reproached the Father ('Thee') fell on the Son ('Me') on the cross." Paul quotes a Messianic Psalm (Psalm 69:9). Christ was under maximum pressure when He bore our sins on the cross.

2. Knowledge of the Word of God (v 4)

a) The Old Testament ("things written aforetime") was the only scripture existing at the time Romans was written. The canon is now completed.

b) the purpose of the Word:

i) Learning - doctrine God wants us to know.

ii) Patience - faith in the long distance race. Believing moment by moment.

iii) Comfort - in trials and difficulties of life.

iv) Hope - for the future. Believers know where they are going.

3. Attitudes (v 5-6)

Believers are to see others from the divine viewpoint and be "like-minded one toward another". Their one purpose in life, after salvation, is "with one mind and one mouth, glorify God" (v 6). This is only possible from the divine viewpoint.

i) We are all saved by grace. Christ died for us when we were His enemies (Romans 5:8).

ii) We all have the same spiritual privileges and responsibilities (except spiritual gifts).

iii) Every believer has a sinful nature but have different ways of expressing it.

iv) We all get spirituality the same way (filling of the Holy Spirit) and all grow the same way, by the Word.

v) God loves each believer with the same amount of love, whether we are in or out of temporal fellowship.

4. Fellowship as the basis of grace (v 7)

a) Believers are to receive one another as Christ received them.

b) He received them in GRACE to the glory of God.

5. Ability to distinguish between Israel and the Church (v 8-12)

a) Christ was a minister under the Law (v 8).

i) He was born, ministered, died, arose and ascended under the dispensation of the Law.

ii) Therefore all He said (except Matthew 16 and John 14-17) amplified the Mosaic Law, confirmed the four unconditional covenants to Israel and the future of Israel with Him as their King. Some principles He gave are re-stated in the Epistles as the Christian way of life.

b) Before the Law was given (v 9) the Abrahamic and Palestinian covenants promised blessing to the Jews, that the Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy.

c) Paul quotes (Psalm 18:49; Deuteronomy 32:43; Psalm 117; Isaiah 11:1-10). (Jesus Christ as the root of David and Jesse, is to reign over the Gentiles too.)

6. Faith that appropriates (v 13)

a) The God of hope is to fill the believer with joy and peace in the sphere of believing. Faith is the means.

b) Faith appropriates salvation, restoration to fellowship, filling of the Holy Spirit, doctrine, promises.

7. Knowing the operation of grace (v 14,15)

a) A mature believer realises all he has is because of God's grace and he operates his life on the basis of grace.

b) Grace is manifested in the believer in:

i) Salvation (Ephesians 2:8,9)

ii) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

iii) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9)

iv) Releasing power (2 Timothy 2:1

v) Growth and stability (2 Peter 3:18)

vi) Restoration and fellowship (Hebrews 12:15; 1 John 1:9) 

vii) Producing works (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 9:9) 

viii) Christian way of life (2 Corinthians 1:12; Hebrews 12:28).
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