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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time.  His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases.  He was teaching Law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure.  When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review.  The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ.  Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ.  I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate.  I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God.  Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour.  I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”.

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?
Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin.  God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character.  This is called grace.  It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated.  Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts.  First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!
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GENESIS BOOK THREE

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ISAAC AND JACOB

THE TRIUMPH OF GRACE THROUGH FAITH IN THE MIDST OF WEAKNESS

INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS 25:12 – 36:43

Abraham’s life has been seen to be the life that teaches us the principles of a forward focused life; a life of faith-rest. Now we move on to the next two of the patriarchs. Each man has other lessons in the faith-rest life to teach us, and remember, Moses is writing these up for the Exodus generation, so that they will learn all their ancestors have to teach them before they enter the land promised to these very ancestors. Moses could see that his people had to learn what their ancestors had learned or they could not enjoy the land promised to them. The joy of the land was only to be enjoyed by those who had learned the obedience of their ancestors and were masters of the truths taught to them through daily application of the Word into life. 

The lessons are to be learned from weak and fallible men, who fail as much as they conquer, but who stand in the place of grace and faith, and so receive God’s mercy and love.  We are called to stand with them in the place of faith and grace, and so we too will enjoy our walk through this life in the presence of God’s mercy, peace, grace and love. 

Genesis is not the story of giants who we can only yearn to be like, but the story of flawed men and women who struggle each step of their walk upon the earth, but gain victory when they trust the Lord their God. They are great because they keep their focus forward and do not let their failures stop their steady march towards heaven. Hebrews 11:8-21.

This section begins and ends with Isaac as it is his legacy that we examine in this part of Genesis; the legacy of tenacity in the faith walk through life, and the consequences of disobedience. It is not the dynamic faith of a spiritual giant, but the weak faith of an ordinary man, who becomes extra-ordinary through the grace and power of God in his life. He truly has the faith that is like the mustard seed. Matthew 17:20.  

In these next generations after Abraham there will also be a further dividing between those who will go on in faith and those who will fall by the wayside through lack of follow through on the commands the Lord gave them. The heroes and heroines of the book of Genesis are men and women like us, and those who fail are also people like we can be. The difference is there tenacity in obedience and their readiness to repent and move back into God’s path, again and again. It is a story of what the theologians would call “the perseverance of the saints”, of what Paul calls, the habit of walking in the Holy Spirit”. Refer to the BTB studies, HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING, MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, FAITH, GRACE, and WALKING.

The dominant message remains the grace of God, for these two men before us here, are not a fraction of the spiritually mature believer that Abraham was. Sadly there is a falling down of faith application into life and an acceptance of pagan morality relating to multiple wives, that was not part of the plan of God for mankind. Even though these two men fail again and again, personally and in their family witness, the Lord’s grace will bring them through, and the twelve sons of Jacob will become the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel. The Lord still triumphs through their weaknesses, by their faith resting upon his grace, not their abilities. Refer to the BTB studies, ABRAHAM – FAITH, ISAAC AS A TYPE OF CHRIST, ISRAEL – JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL, JACOB THE PATRIARCH.

OUTLINE OF THIS BOOK

25: 12-34

Two sons, and two attitudes to spiritual things

26: 1-11


Isaac at Gerar

26: 12–22

The challenge of prosperity at Gerar

26: 23–35

The new well at Beersheba

27: 1-46


Jacob seizes the blessing by deception

28: 1-9


Jacob meets a real deceiver in Haran

28: 10-22

Jacob’s dream and his vow to God

29: 1-30


Jacob’s two wives from Laban

29:31 – 30:24

Jacob’s children

30: 25-43

Jacob outwits Laban

31: 1-55


Jacob escapes, is confronted, and makes a covenant with Laban.

32:1-32


Reconciliation with Esau

33: 1-20


The meeting with Esau

34:1-31


The Massacre at Shechem 

35: 1-15


Time at Bethel

35: 16-20

The death of Rachel

35: 21-22

Reuben’s great sin

35: 22-26

The twelve sons of Jacob

35: 27-29

The death of Isaac

36: 1-43


The family of Esau

DOCTRINES

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterized by ecstatics)

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not indwell all believers, since Christ was not yet glorified (John 7:39).  Instead, He only came upon some Old Testament saints to perform special functions.

a) JOSEPH, a believer who was a prime minister. (Genesis 41:38)

b) Believers who were artisans occupied in the construction of the Tabernacle. (Exodus 28:3, 31:3)

c) Believers involved in administration. (Numbers 11:17, 25)

d) A believer who was both a political and military leader - JOSHUA (Numbers 27:18)

e) Certain Judges:  OTHNIEL (Judges 3:9, 10) GIDEON (Judges 6:34) JEPHTHAH (Judges 11:29) SAMSON (Judges 13:24, 25, 14:5-6, 15:14)

f) Kings of Israel (1 Samuel 10:9, 10, 16:13)

g) DANIEL (Daniel 4:8, 5:11, 6:3)

h) Post exilic rulers (Zechariah 4:3, 12-14)

2. Believers in Israel could be disciplined by the removal of the Spirit:

a) SAUL (1 Samuel 16:14)

b) DAVID (Psalm 51:11)

3. A believer could obtain the Holy Spirit by request, but not as an indwelling presence. (2 Kings 2:9, 10, Luke 11:13)

4. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit without request to the disciples just before the ascension. Purpose:  To sustain them for the ten day interim before the Church Age would begin. (John 20:22)

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

1.Physical walking is analogous to the faith rest life: step by step. Romans 14:5,6, Ephesians 5:16-18, James 4:13-15. 

2. Being regularly filled with the Spirit and feeding on the Word are similar to walking.

3. Attacks on believers occur when they are caught off balance. Romans 13:13.

4. Walking depicts the pattern and function of the believers life in time. Philippians 3:18, Ephesians 4:17.

5. It can also represent a backsliding believer who are said to be walking backwards. Ephesians 4:17.

6. We are all told to:

a) Walk in the spirit. Galatians 5:16, 25

b) Walk in the faith. 2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 2:6, 4:5

c) Walk in doctrine 3 John 3. 

d) Walk in the truth  2 John 4

7. Walking is a analogy for spirituality 

a) Walk not after the flesh (Romans 8:4)

b) Walking in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)

c) Walking in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)

d) Walking worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)

e) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

f) Walking honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)

g) Walking in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)

h) Walking in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)

i) Walking in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)

j) Walking circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)

k) Walking as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

ABRAHAM - FAITH

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 11:26 - 25:10; Acts 7:2-8.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). 

Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

3. EVALUATION

Abraham's faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8,9,18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).

g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3,4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham's faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one's future and the future of one's family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

CHRIST TYPES:  ISAAC AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. Isaac was the promised seed. Christ was the promised seed. (Genesis 17:16)

2. Isaac was offered on Mt. Moriah. Christ was offered on Mt. Moriah. (Genesis 22:9-14)

3. Isaac's birth was a miracle. Christ's birth was a miracle. (Genesis 17:17, Genesis 21:1-7)

4. After Isaac's offering Sarah dies, a picture of Israel being set aside. After Christ's offering Israel is set aside as a nation. (Genesis 23)

5. A bride was then won for Isaac, through the ministry of an unnamed servant. A bride is being won for Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. (Genesis 24)

6. After the bride was united with Isaac, Abraham took another wife. After the Church is united with Christ, God will take Israel to Himself in blessing. (Isaiah 54:5-10, Hosea 2:2-19)

ISRAEL:  JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL 

After Jacob has been to Bethel ("the House of the Lord") (Genesis 28), where the Abrahamic Covenant was confirmed to him, he spends many years at Haran ("the place of dryness"). (Genesis 29)

1. Jacob at Haran becomes an analogy to the nation of Israel.

2. He was out of the place of blessing. (Genesis 26:3).  Israel is dispersed during the Church Age.

3. He did not have an altar (Hosea 3:4,5).  The Temple was destroyed in 70 AD by the Romans.

4. He gained an evil name (Genesis 31:1; Romans 2:17-24).  The Jews have often been persecuted by Gentiles (anti-Semitism)

5. He remained under the care of God. (Genesis 28:13,14; Romans 11:1,25-30).  God still has a purpose for Israel.

6. He was ultimately brought back. (Genesis 31:3; 35:1-4; Ezekiel 37:21-23).  Christ will regather believing Israel at the Second Advent and take them into the Millennial Kingdom.

JACOB – THE PATRIARCH

1. SCRIPTURE - Genesis 25:21 - 50:13; Hebrews 11:21.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Jacob received his name at birth when he was born second, clutching the heel of his elder brother Esau. Jacob means "he clutches" or "the supplanter". The eldest son received rulership of the family. He was the priest and had the double portion as a birthright. Esau sold Jacob his birthright for a meal. This custom of selling the birthright is confirmed on the Nuzi tablets which were found south east of Nineveh. Isaac blessed Jacob irrevocably (Genesis 27:35f.) thus Jacob became the inheritor of Canaan (Romans 9:10-13). Esau received Edom. After the blessing Jacob fled to Bethel where his grandfather had built an altar (Genesis 12:8). Here he received the vision of Jacob's ladder. Continuing to the north east he travelled to Haran where he met Rachel at the well as Eleazer had met Rebekah (Genesis 24:11) (see Isaac). Jacob served Laban 20 years, seven for Leah, seven for Rachel and six for flocks. Whilst there he was blessed with eleven sons and a daughter. He became very prosperous and left Haran while his father-in-law Laban was out shearing (Genesis 31:22f.). Laban pursued Jacob to Gilead where a pact was drawn up between them. Travelling to Mahanaim, Jacob sent out scouts to discover Esau's attitude (Genesis 32:1f.). Just as he was about to ford the river Jabbok, he wrestled with a "man", receiving a permanent hip injury. His name was changed here from Jacob to Israel, and is probably the place of Jacob's conversion (Genesis 32:24-30, cf. Genesis 28:20,21; Hosea 12:4). Jacob now purchased land at Shechem. After Isaac's death he settled in Hebron (Genesis 35:28,29). Jacob the patriarch gave one of the three great prophecies in Genesis - the prophecy of the twelve tribes (Genesis 49) prior to his death at the age of 130. He was buried at Machpelah near Hebron (Genesis 50:13).

3. EVALUATION

a) Jacob is considered the child of favour (Malachi 1:2; Romans 9:10-13).

b) He is described as the heir of the divine promise (Hebrews 11:9).

c) Jacob is a man of blessing (Hebrews 11:20,21).

d) He is linked with Abraham and Isaac (2 Kings 13:23; Mark 12:26,27).

e) Israel is called the house of Jacob (Isaiah 8:17; Micah 2:7).

f) Israel is called the sons of Jacob (1 Kings 18:31; Malachi 3:6).

g) Israel is called the seed of Jacob (Isaiah 45:19; Jeremiah 33:26).

h) Israel is called the community of Jacob (Deuteronomy 33:4).

i) Israel is called Jacob (Hosea 10:11).

j) God had a plan for Jacob's life, to form a major role in His nation Israel.

k) Jacob went from Bethel, "the house of God", to Haran, "a dried up place".

l) He spent a night at Bethel and twenty years at Haran.

m) He eventually entered fully into God's plan after a long and arduous struggle.

n) The supplanter Jacob became the prince Israel.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God in His foreknowledge loves the believer even prior to his birth (Romans 9:10-13).

b) Yet He does not coerce the free will of the believer (Revelation 3:20).

c) We become new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

d) Preferential treatment in a family causes jealousy (1 Samuel 1:5,6).

e) God can convert our weakness of character and stubbornness to His glory (2 Corinthians 12:10).

f) The plan of God is always superior to the plan of man (Job 42:2-6).

GENESIS 25:12-24

“Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham: 13  And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 14  And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, 15  Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 16  These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to their nations. 17  And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his people. 18  And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he died in the presence of all his brethren. 19  And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac: 20  And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 21  And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22  And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. 23  And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger. 24  And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb.”

REFLECTION

Verses 12-16.  
Once again, I am not going to identify all the modern tribes of Arabia from this list of names, for many have done so before and without much real evidence left today that their identifications are correct. There are some very clear links to Arabian tribes and a good Bible dictionary or encyclopaedia needs to be looked up for each name to see the suggestions. Again it is a reminder that the Arab peoples are closely related to the Jewish people; they are the same family and the enemy fights to send as many as he can to hell from all branches of Abraham’s family. 

We must see the Arab-Israeli conflict in terms of Satan’s hatred for all the sons of Abraham, and we must work to ensure that the Gospel of truth is given to all the sons of Abraham, for the Bible teaches that many of his sons will enter into glory praising his name and the Messiah who has come from his line. Let us focus on getting Gospel truth to all the children of Abraham. The enemy delights in sending many to Hell, and we must delight in giving them the Gospel of Jesus (The Injeel of Isa, the message of J’Shua Ha Meshiach).

Verses 17-18.  
Ishmael enjoys a blessing by association with Abraham. Not only does he become the father of twelve Arabian tribes, but he lives long and prosperously to the great age of 137 years and dies in peace and spiritual rest, surrounded by his extended family. His people live over an extensive area as pastoralists. Moses describes his death in the same terms as he did that of Abraham, and that make me believe, that he is describing a believer who dies in God’s provision of Dying Grace. Genesis 15:15, 25:8. Let us remember that this man, the father of many of the great Arab peoples is a believer in the one true God, and we have the mission to speak to his sons, just as to the sons of Isaac.

Verses 19-20.  
Notice that Laban is called “the Syrian” as he was of the land called Syria by this time. He has become associated with his neighbours in Padanaram. Now this term means “the Plain of Aram” and refers to the vast plain that surrounds the city of Haran, so it is the name for the land area and became a name for the city over time as an equivalent to Haran.

Verses 21-22.  
Rebekah is unable to have children and this will form the first of the tests of Isaac’s life of faith. Isaac goes straight to the Lord over the matter and the Lord answers his prayer and Rebekah conceives and it is discovered that she has twins within her. 

This also was a cause for prayer; both of rejoicing and also concern for the mother. In this day death was common after child birth and the birth of twins was more problematic than a single birth. Because this was special there was great prayer made as to what this birth might mean, and especially by Rebekah herself, who almost felt them fighting within her. She takes her concern to the Lord and asks, “What does this mean?” Psalms 50:15, 65:1-2, 91:15-16, Isaiah 45:9-13.

Verses 23-24.  
Rebekah is told that there will be conflict from the start and unto the end with her two sons. This is not an easy thing for a mother to hear and it will be hard for her and for Isaac. Isaac will love his son Esau more than he will love Jacob, who is not the most lovely of characters, but Rebekah will remember the words of the Lord and she will ensure that Jacob receives the birth right, even if it is by tricking their father. This is a woman that we will find values God’s words ahead of any love she has for her boys, and she is focused upon what God is doing rather than any issues of man’s doings. Romans 9:9-15. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Ishmael’s sons become twelve princes of the Arab peoples. They prosper and are blessed by God. They remain in lands blessed by great oil wealth today. Our responsibility is to deliver them the message of the Saviour. Let us fulfil our responsibility to our father in faith Abraham and deliver the truth to his sons and daughters.

2.
Take all matters of concern to the Lord in prayer. Rebekah does this, and so does Isaac. They are our example here, although later we will see that they fail, just as we do. Like them, let us pick ourselves up and serve the one to whom we lift our prayers.  1 Peter 5:5-10.
3.
From the start these two boys fight. There is no blame attached to the parents for this. There are genetic factors at work in all children and they are the code for that child’s strengths and weaknesses. Esau is not doomed with his nature, for he has a good disposition and is loved more than his brother Isaac by all who meet them. 


He is going to be “hated” by God because of his choices. He builds evil upon his genetics rather than good. No matter what our birth or our genetic material we are responsible for our actions upon that inherited foundation. Let us play our God chosen part on the path the Lord has selected for us from eternity past. We have no freedom to select our genetics, nor the place we are to serve in this life, we have simply the freedom to accept the Lord’s will and serve with enthusiasm in our area of the battlefield of life. Let us play our part and not seek the part of another! John 21:20-22.

DOCTRINES

PROPHECY - ARABS IN PROPHECY

1. The Arabs Nations will be in conflict with Israel until the Second Advent.

2. The "Root of the Conflict" is given in (Genesis 12) where we have the beginning of Israel, through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v 1-3) and also the beginning of the Arabs, through Ishmael and Esau (v 8-20).

3. During a famine, Abraham chose to go to Egypt rather than remain in the Promised Land.  This was a lack of faith on his part.  The Pharaoh takes Sarai into his harem and pays the bride price to Abraham who pretends to be her brother. Included in the bride price is an Egyptian maidservant called Hagar, who will become the mother of Ishmael.

4. Because Sarai is barren, she suggests to Abraham that he have children by Hagar (Genesis 16).  This was in accordance with the laws of that day where, if a wife was unable to produce children, it was her responsibility to provide a servant so that the line would continue.  Again we have a lapse of faith.

5. In those days barren women were despised, and Hagar openly gloats to Sarai over the birth of Ishmael.  Sarai reacts and causes Hagar to flee in a pregnant state from Abraham. In her flight she has an encounter with the Angel of the Lord, who gives a series of prophecies as to the future of her son.

6. The prophecies regarding Ishmael 

a) "He will be as a wild ass of a man". This is not as derogatory a statement as it would be today as in the ancient world many herds of wild asses roamed. The prophecy therefore means that the descendants of Ishmael would be nomadic. 

b) "His hand shall be against every man". The characteristic of Ishmael is that of aggression and he will attack those with whom he comes in contact. 

c) "Every man's hand shall be against him". His aggression will bring retaliation upon himself. 

d) "He shall dwell over against his brother". This is a Hebrew idiom indicating that the Arabs will dwell in a state of hostility side by side with his brother.

7. In the meantime, God opens Sarah's womb, and Isaac is born.  In (Genesis 21) we have the weaning party of Isaac, which would have occurred between the ages of three and five, at which we find Ishmael mocking his half brother, Isaac.   As a result of this mocking Hagar and Ishmael are expelled from Abraham's presence on God's orders and their wanderings begin.  Ishmael eventually marries an Egyptian.

8. The other father of the Arabs is Isaac's son, Esau, twin brother of Jacob (Genesis 25).  Esau was born first and therefore had the birthright which gave him the kingship, priesthood and the double portion.

9. Isaac's family had become wealthy and therefore Esau's hunger was not a life threatening situation.  He despised his birthright, and was willing to sell it for a mere bowl of soup. 

10. The patriarchal blessing is for the person holding the birthright thus Jacob is entitled to the blessing.  The sin is in the deception by Jacob and his mother.  In (Genesis 27:41) it states that Esau hated Jacob because of the patriarchal blessing, and plots his murder. This again shows the antagonism between the Arabs and the Jews.

11.  By  (Numbers 20) Esau's descendants have become the great nation of Edom and those of Jacob have been slaves of Egypt for several generations.  The Jews are miraculously released to travel towards their inheritance in Canaan.  The easiest route is through the land of Edom. Moses petitions the Edomites for passage through their land by means of the King's highway but is refused with violence.

12. In the book of Judges we read of the Ishmaelites inflicting damages against Israel and subjugating them.

13. In (Psalm 83) the writer views prophetically the union of nations which comprise the modern Arab states, conspiring together to eliminate Israel. 

The nations are as follows:- 

(v6)  Edom - Southern Jordan, Ishmael is the father of one segment of the modern world, Moab is in Central Jordan, the Hagarines were from Egypt. 

(v7)  Gibal is in Lebanon, Amon is in Northern Jordan, Amalek was in the Sinai Peninsula, Philistia is in the Gaza Strip, Tyre is in Lebanon. 

(v8)  Assyria comprises all of Iraq and much of modern Syria. 

14. The Future of the Arab Nations.  The individual prophecies are as follows:- 

a) Lebanon - peace will come by means of occupation. Scripture gives the borders of Israel during the Messianic kingdom. It shows Israel occupying all of modern day Lebanon during that period. (Ezekiel 47:13-48:29)

b) Jordan - comprises three ancient nations; Edom, Moab and Ammon. In all three cases peace comes between Israel and Jordan by destruction though not all to the same extent. 

i) Edomites - in (Ezekiel 35:6-9) it becomes a perpetual desolation whilst in (v 14-16) it remains desolate even when the rest of the world is beautified during the Millennium. This is again confirmed in (Isaiah 34:8-15) and in (Jeremiah 49:14-22).

In (Obadiah 17-21) it is noted as part of Israelite territory though no one gets to live there. 

Finally in (Ezekiel 25 :12-14) the cause of their destruction is the nation Israel. War will therefore break out between Israel and Jordan and the southern part of Jordan will be destroyed as a result. 

ii) Moab - which comprises central Jordan will also be destroyed but not to the same degree according to (Jeremiah 48:1-46.) In (v 47) the Scriptures indicate that there will be a Moabite land during the Millennium. 

iii) Ammon or northern Jordan will also be destroyed but will be inhabited according to (Jeremiah 49:1-6)

c) Egypt - peace comes to Egypt by destruction initially followed by conversion as stated in (Isaiah 19 :1-22).  In the first ten verses God's punishment of Egypt is described with economic collapse and wide scale unemployment. 

The conversion of the Egyptians will occur in three stages:- 

i) in (v 16-17) the Egyptians will develop a fear of Israel;

ii) in (v 18) we note that five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the language of Canaan which is Hebrew;

iii) in (v 19-22) we are told that the Egyptians will fall under a cruel dictatorship which will cause them to turn away from their god to worship the true God, the Messiah. 

According to (Joel 3:19) Egypt was to suffer a similar fate as Edom but not quite the same. 

In (Ezekiel 29:8-14) the land of Egypt will be desolate without inhabitants with the Egyptians dispersed among the nations for the first forty years of the Millennial Kingdom. After the forty year period the Egyptians will be regathered to form a nation in the Kingdom. 

According to (Zechariah 14) they will have an annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles 

d) Syria and Iraq - peace with Israel will occur through conversion according to (Isaiah 19:23-25) and will be blessed in the Kingdom with the exception of the city of Babylon which will be a perpetual desolation.

Refer to the EBCWA Book Number 121 – “Rediscovering the Faith of Their Father Abraham” – The Arabs in the End Times – in the Prophecy Section of the CD/website.

GENESIS 25:25-34

“And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 26  And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 27  And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 28  And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29  And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: 30  And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. 31  And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 32  And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 33  And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 34  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.”

REFLECTION

Verses 25-26.  
The boy’s birth is told here, and it is an unusual birth, with the baby’s behaviours being most unusual, and a portent of things to come. The first is red all over and covered in hair, and so his name is “Hairy one”, or Esau. It is almost as if the babies have been fighting to see who will come out first and Esau wins, and Jacob is grasping at his heel with his little hand as Esau comes out. Anything other than a head presentation in birthing can lead to complications and so the skill of the midwives here is seen and Jacob is born without danger to mother or child. The grace of God is seen in this, as many would have died in this birthing process. 

From the baby’s behaviour he gets the name Jacob – or “heel holder”. Now we have the shock with the giving of Isaac’s age when he has these sons. He is sixty years of age now. They have waited over twenty years for this birth. Rebekah may be around forty years of age. Both will live good and long lives, their deaths being alluded to in Genesis 49:31. Isaac’s age at his death is recorded in Genesis 35:28. He lives five years longer than Abraham and dies at 180 years of age.

Verses 27-28.  
The family dynamic is spoiled by favouritism, for these boys are as unlike as chalk and cheese.  Isaac loved the hunting-fishing outdoors type of man Esau was. He was the “tall dark and handsome” “action man” type, and most people, if they met these two boys, would have preferred him, to the stay at home boy that Jacob appeared at first glance to be. 

Jacob was more quiet and sat in the tent rather than roamed about in the open fields. This indicates possibly a more pious, philosophical, or religious life preference, for the tent flap was where the older men sat to speak of philosophy, justice, religion and life itself. It may be that Jacob was a more reflective young man. He certainly wasn’t a total “stay at home boy” because he knew his farm animals and understood breeding and getting the best out of flocks, as Laban would discover later. 

So once again Moses gives us just a glimpse of key characteristics to help us as the story unfolds. Isaac loved his son Esau because he loved the venison he killed and prepared for him. Isaac’s discernment is flawed and Moses means us to pick this up. We are not to decide on the value of any person on the basis of what they can do for us, but on what they are as people. It is inner character that will emerge over time with many actions, that is to be the basis for valuation of people, not any short term benefits from the individual’s immediate actions.  

Verses 29-30. 
It is intriguing to think about how many single events of no real significance in themselves become major turning points for individuals and even nations. Apparently inconsequential meetings and words can set in motion events that bring down nations and change the destiny for millions. 

This particular day in the tent of Isaac just such and inconsequential meeting took place. Jacob is preparing a red lentils dish, still common throughout Syria, Lebanon, and Israel. The beautiful aromatic smell of the cooked lentils wafts out into the open air as Esau returns from a particularly exhausting hunt in the open fields. This was apparently a favourite dish for Jacob and Esau knows this is a good dish when Jacob makes it. He asks for some right then, with real passion. Literally in the Hebrew he says, “Let me swallow some of that red, that red right there”.  Esau’s nick name was “Red” (Edom) because of his passionate love of these lentils. 

Moses mentions this right here, just before the interchange that leads to the trading of the birth-right. Does he do so to hint that Jacob knew his brother’s weakness and has he done this cooking to entice his brother and get him to say what he does? We are left with the question unanswered at this point, but it may be that Jacob was doing a bit of game playing here, and would enlist his mother’s help to advance the plot later. The scene is set for a test for both young men. Esau will demonstrate that he does not value his birthright, and Jacob will prove that he values receiving it above all things. 

Verse 31. 

Jacob is ready to ask this question of Esau. This indicates that Moses hint regarding the red lentils and Esau’s love of them may indicate a well laid plan on Jacob’s part. This is not the sort of “deal” you would normally offer, let alone be able to make over a bowl of lentils! The birth-right was the right to be chief of the clan, to be the leader and ruler of the brethren. It was the spiritual leadership as well as the judicial leadership. Genesis 27:4, 27-29. Later it would involve the double portion of the material goods, although that was not the pattern in this day, where one son may receive virtually all the Father had as we have seen with Isaac. Deuteronomy 21:17.

Verse 32.  

Esau is “faint” with hunger, “weary in his bones” we would say, but he is not at the point of death! A simple drink of water will refresh while the food comes, so there is no survival issue here. Jacob is not going to deny him food anyway; Esau is of the family and can eat whenever he wishes, but this is a special dish and may be it was to be set aside for their father and mother later. There is something about this dish that requires a deal to be made between the brothers to eat of it at this point, but no such serious deal needs to be made.

Verses 33-34.  
Esau is over exaggerating here. No matter how tired you are water will refresh and keep you going for a number of hours before you need to eat. This is a man, who although apparently a tough out door type, is not self disciplined nor self controlled. He finds his appetites hard to control, and he has not got any sense of value to the birth-right, for spiritual and leadership issues do not concern him. 

He is a man who just wants to hunt and enjoy his time in the open fields. He is the sort of man who today has a bumper sticker on his four wheel drive vehicle – “I’d rather be fishing or hunting”. He lacks the character that is required to serve, and can only do things to produce pleasure for himself. His work is not productive for the farming operation, he leaves that “boring farming stuff” to Jacob, for he prefers the joys of the hunt.

We now see that Jacob is clever and cunning, and he has, I believe, in the light of how Moses has let this story unfold, clearly planned this for some time. He makes his brother formally swear that the birthright is passed over. This is such an unusual act that it is baffling that Esau is so casual in his attitude towards the oath/event. 

He simply does not value anything other than his right to roam the hills free and arrive home to warm lentils! Jacob deserves the birth-right by his brains and discernment about what really matters, but this act of cunning will come back to bite him later! Moses makes sure we get the point by identifying that the key element of the story is that Esau despised his birth-right. He considers spiritual matters of no consequence, and so judges himself unfit for leadership in spiritual matters. He is also excluding himself from being part of the line of promise, as he does not value the spiritual realities.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
To value the spiritual means that we are alert to each situation as a potentially important learning experience. We are seeking the Lord’s guidance in all things, for we have eyes that look heavenward for opportunities for service of the Lord. Esau was only concerned with what was in front of his mouth or eyes; he served his flesh, and cared not for the things of God. Let us be warned by him.

2.
Isaac does not come out of the story well, for he, like his son Esau loves the things he can taste and feel, and makes his carnal son his favourite, when the son who will inherit the promise is ignored. We must learn to value the spiritual and not be fooled by the attractive carnal people we meet. It is not superficial charm that the Lord seeks us to value, but genuine spiritual life.

3.
Let us look beyond the immediate gratification of our needs when we are judging people, to their character and their spiritual life and witness. It is easy to be blinded by the deeds of a person who has met our needs, but may not be doing anything more than positioning themselves to manipulate us the more thoroughly later. Let us discern with godly power, seeking the fruits of the Holy Spirit alone when we judge people, and so we will not be fooled by the attractive, but carnal people who the enemy will use to distract us from God’s path for us.

DOCTRINES

JACOB:  THE PATRIACH– see page 9

DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CHARITY FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

1. God has always been concerned for the needy poor, the weak and the oppressed. Exodus 22:21-27, Deuteronomy 15:11, 24:14 , 15.

2. Orphans and widows were especially concerns of the Lord from the beginning. Deuteronomy 10:18, Ezekiel 22:7.

3. The Lord addressed the poor, and met their physical and spiritual needs. Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 4:18, 6:20.

4. The Lord recognized that there will always be people who are poor in a fallen World. Matthew 26:11,  Mark 14:7.

5. Many in the early church sold their worldly wealth to provide for the needs Of Other Christians. Acts 4:32-37

6. The churches cared for the poor by regular giving, through the deacons. Romans 15:26, Galatians 2:10,  James 2:2 -7

7. If people could work they were expected to; such were not needy poor! 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12.

8. The requirements for a widow to receive charity is given in 1 Timothy 5

[a]. She should not receive charity if she had children or grandchildren. The church is not expected to take up the slack for disobedient families or to encourage the breakdown of the family. The Lord's money should not be spent making up for slack relatives. - v 4

[b] If there is no one to help her and she is spending time in the work and praying she is eligible. - v 5 

[c] However if she is living for pleasure she is dead while she lives. If they are not willing to take responsibility they are not given charity. v 8 ‑ the principle of [1] is reinforced restating that if there is family they must take responsibility first. It is your Christian witness to ensure that Social Welfare is not expected to replace your social responsibilities as a child. Many people are so busy doing the Lord's work that they neglect their parents. If you do not look after your parents you are worse than an unbeliever. - v 6

[d] The widow should be over 60 years of age, having lived in the faith a blameless life and the wife of one man. - v 9

[e] Eight characteristics

[i] No dependants


[ii] No means of support


[iii] She must be spiritual


[iv] She must be prayerful, night and day


[v] She must have been a faithful wife to her husband.


[vi] She must have a good reputation with unbelievers.


[vii] Her home must be open to visitors.


[viii] She must be active in social work herself. 

Unless a woman matched up to that standard she did not receive anything from the church. It should not be given to those who are not living in a God honouring way. A person who did not match up to God's Word had then to make a decision about whether she would change her life style to make herself eligible. This shows how serious charity is. 

PROMISES

1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable - A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 20th Century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. THERE ARE ABOUT 7,000 PROMISES THAT DEAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem and us not to fall into the same traps as the Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely (Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger (Psalm 23:4)

OLD AGE

1. Old Age is a time when we should be even more useful for the Lord than we have been able to be before, as we have the chance to use time that previously has been used in work. The age at which "old age" starts in the church is sixty years of age. 1 Timothy 5:9.

2. The Bible makes it clear that the elderly are to be respected.

[a] The elders are to be stood up for by the younger in respect for their age. Leviticus 19:32

[b] Children are to listen to their parents in the Lord, they are not to despise them if they do not agree with them, but prove they are right by their own good deeds. Proverbs 23:22.

[c] Respect is demanded of the believer for the aged. 1 Timothy 5:1,2.

[d] The army is to protect the elderly from evil invaders of the land. Deuteronomy 28:50, 2 Chronicles 36:17.

3. There are problems with old age.

[a] Some will be unteachable, thinking they know everything. Ecclesiastes 4:13-15.

[b] Old people are helpless and  often need care . John 21:18.

[c] They are vulnerable to disease. 1 Kings 15:23.

[d] They will be victims to their own fears. Psalm 71:9.

[e] If they have been disobedient they will feel great terror. Psalm 6:7, 32:3.

4. If the elderly have walked close to the Lord for many years the doctrine in their souls is a bank they can draw on in their old age.

[a] Doctrine is profitable in old age. Proverbs 22:6, Psalm 71:17,18.

[b] Blessings of maturity are there in old age. Psalm 148:12-14.

[c] They have great security and blessing in old age. Psalms 37:25, Proverbs 17:6, 20:29.

[d] They have dying grace with the Lord. Job 42:17, 1 Chronicles 23:1, 29:28, Isaiah 46:4.

5. In the Millennial kingdom old age is blessed. Isaiah 65:20, Joel 2:28, Zechariah 8:4.

6. Standards for old people's service are found in God's Word. Titus 2:2,3.

Notes

CHAPTER 26

ISAAC – THE MAN BORN IN THE LAUGHTER OF FAITH
GENESIS 26:1-14

“And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. 2  And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: 3  Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 4  And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 5  Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 6  And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: 7  And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon. 8  And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife. 9  And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife; and how saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her. 10  And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? One of the people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us. 11  And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to death. 12  Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him. 13  And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great: 14  For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.”

REFLECTION

As we read these words we feel our hearts sink and we find ourselves saying, “Not again!” Why does the son follow the father in the same lying sin, in the same place. Has no wisdom been passed on through the generations? Has not Abraham warned his son, by telling the story of what happened to him here in Gerar? Why does Abraham not warn his son of this sinful stupidity? Why head back into troubled places that his father fled years before? 

The wells of Gerar are a source of trouble, and these local people steal the wells that the visiting pastoralists dig with impunity and regularity. The king of Abraham’s day here lied and stole and murdered, and this new one (same name – same title) does the same.  Envy-jealousy drives these people, and it’s associated sin is all other forms of lust. 

Mental attitude sins do not abide alone; they always lead to overt sins of murder and adultery. This is not at first sight a place to stay long, any more than Sodom was for Lot, although in this case, we will see, that the Lord guides him there and has things for him to learn here, before moving away. Isaac will not fall into the error of Lot, even though he is tempted to by circumstances.

Verses 1-2.  
Famine stalks the land again after good harvest for over fifty years the rains fail for several years. Isaac faces the same test that Abraham had, and the same test we all face; the test of not having enough to make ends meet. It is by the sweat of our brow that we get our living, from the exile from Eden until the Lord comes in his second advent. 

Many believers today say as they struggle in daily work, “Life isn’t meant to be this hard!” Yet life is this hard today because of the fall, and the curse will be finally lifted from the earth at the Lord’s Second Advent, and until that day we are urged to work for our daily bread, and be prepared to sweat hard for it. Genesis 2:17-19, 2 Thessalonians 3:5-15. 

All of us face this test in the devil’s world, for he delights in pressuring the Lord’s people, and our challenge is to keep working, while we remain focused on the Lord our God. The Lord is our portion, our protector, and our provider. Psalms 37:34-40, 42:1-5, 44:3-8, 119:57, 142:5. Refer to the BTB for the studies, WORK, SECOND ADVENT.

Moses makes it clear that this famine was similar in severity to the one that hit in the days of Abraham, and this is at least fifty years later, as it is placed in the narrative after the birth of Jacob, and Isaac is sixty at that time. It is a severe famine and drastic measures are required. It may be that Isaac remembers that around Gerar his father had dug wells and that even in the famine times of the past there was shelter and pasture there. He heads there, and possibly is thinking about moving further south into Egypt, for the Lord speaks to him directly and warns him against heading further south. He is told to dwell in the land he is told of; and that means in this context, the land around Gerar. 

Isaac receives the same command Abraham had received in Genesis 12:1. The repetition is designed to make him recall the spiritual lessons of his father and walk in the truths that his father learned; especially the truth, that where the Lord tells you to walk is safe to walk, and you do not need to develop strategies of man to keep yourself safe there. Psalms 32:8, 37:3-7. Will he rest in the Lord, or rest in his lies and plans?

Verses 3-4.  
The command is to “sojourn” in this land. He is to live as a pastoralist, not a permanent settler. The land will finally be given to his descendents, but he is to stay in tents in testimony to the future promise and the present dangerous reality of the local people.  God’s promise is that the oath taken to Abraham will be fulfilled to the seed of Isaac and Jacob. Genesis 15:7ff, 22:16-18. 

It is the reminder to Isaac that he too, like his father, will have to walk in faith, for he will not see the land inherited and lived in permanently, but he is to live in the reality of the truth of the promise, knowing it will be fulfilled. Just so it is with us today. Our present generation may not live to see the Millennial Kingdom, but we are to live in the certain assurance that the world will be transformed by the Lord’s coming, and every time we lift the Communion Cup, we are to say, “Until He Comes”, in expression of our faith in this reality. Like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we are to express our faith in future realities whether we live upon the earth to see them or not, for we will all enjoy them together.  Isaiah 43:1-7.

The promise of his seed being the seed of promise and inheriting great blessing, and all the world being blessed in his seed is given to Isaac. This is important, because Abraham has received this promise and is the father of many nations already. Isaac could ask whether the promise is already fulfilled, and the Lord makes it clear to him that it is not. The promise will be fulfilled through Isaac’s seed. At this time Isaac thinks of both his boys, but the spiritual promise will flow through one, and it will not be the one he hopes for. It will be through Jacob that the blessing will come, and that blessing will be concentrated in one line through all Israel’s history until Messiah comes. Psalms 72:17-19, Acts 3:22-26, Galatians 3:7-14.

Verses 5-6.  
The reasons for blessing flowing through his line, is that Abraham was persistent in his obedience. He learned to trust the Lord through time, by the habit of daily obedience. Moses really stresses this for his own generation. Isaac is called to the same path his father walked, and so he will receive the same blessing his father received; both in this life and the one to come. 

The blessings that these men receive are in their own life times a “first fruits” of blessing, and in heaven eternal blessing, and as time unfolds, blessing that flows to all mankind through them. We also may have the same legacy of blessings, for in time we know the fruit of the Holy Spirit within us, and our lives and those around us are blessed. In heaven we receive eternal rewards, and in time, after our deaths, the work we have done goes on to bless others. We are to praise God for his blessings that flow, every time we read a spiritual book written by one who has already passed on to glory, and remind ourselves to live lives worthy of such a flow of blessing to others. Refer to the BTB studies CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES, BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER, OBEDIENCE, OVERCOMER, REWARDS AND CROWNS.  

Verses 7-8.  
Isaac moves to the vicinity of Gerar and dwells there, as Abraham had before him. Genesis 20:1-2. Sadly he will make exactly the same mistake Abraham does. He over thinks and tries by lying to avoid trouble, rather than simply walking with the Lord and leaving his safety in the Lord’s hands. Now Isaac does not plot as Abraham did from Ur onwards, regarding Sarah. Genesis 20:11-13. 

From the way Moses tells the story, it would appear that Isaac has not planned to say this, but when challenged as to the relationship between himself and Rebekah he lies. Many good men and women have been caught this way; not expecting a question, quickly summing up the danger, and finding themselves in a lie. Lies are always easier than the truth at the time, but very quickly they unravel and the consequences can be more fatal than those that the lie tried to avoid in the first place. 

The observation of the king of Isaac and Rebekah tells us that Isaac has his tent in a place where it can be overlooked by the city walls, or the highest point, the king’s citadel. Isaac may have made the mistake of living too close to town, or maybe it was that they had to camp there, and be watched by the Gerar authorities to ensure they were not a threat, before being given permission to pasture their flocks in the out lying districts. Whatever the reason for living where their every move could be watched, the king observes Isaac and Rebekah in love play outside their tent and spots a sexual relationship exists between them. 

Robust sexual enjoyment between a husband and wife is part of God’s plan for marriage, and sexual pleasure is meant to be enjoyed by both partners right into older age. Sarah’s comment in her nineties refers to this. Genesis 18:12. Isaac and Rebekah are well into their middle years, but both are young in spirit and robustly enjoy each other sexually. This is normal and healthy, but Isaac has lied about their relationship and so he gives the king the higher moral ground in their next meeting.

Verses 9-10.  
The same things said to Abraham for the same lie are said to Isaac. Genesis 20:9-10. These people are sexually promiscuous, and it is a “light” thing, of no real consequence to them at all, to have sex with others, not the legal partners of others. They do have morality, and theirs is better than Hollywood’s today, for they would not take another man’s wife, for they recognized that this was an evil and would bring guilt and judgment upon them. It is likely that this was the legacy of Abraham’s visit. Genesis 20:2-8. They had learned from experience, but Isaac is yet to learn that God will keep him in all places he tells him to go. Isaac needs to trust more, and know that God will not lead him to a place and then destroy him there.  

Verses 11-12.  
This Abimelech takes direct action to protect Isaac and Rebekah, and by so doing to protect his own people from God’s judgment, as had been experienced in Abraham’s day. By doing this he also gives a testimony, that he will use later, to assert that he is Isaac’s friend, when future events will prove that not to be so. Isaac’s lie has opened the door for this man to prove he is more than he actually is! Isaac will face further tests because he failed this one. This man will use his actions here to try to undermine Isaac’s resolve later and pressure him, but Isaac will trust the Lord from here onwards; he will not lean upon his own understanding again, but will rest upon the Lord. Proverbs 3:5, Micah 3:11. 

He immediately receives a bumper harvest in the land he is given by the king. It is not good land; that is why he has been given it, and so the king is baffled, but Isaac blesses the Lord who has in grace given him blessing in the midst of cursing. God’s message is seen by Isaac clearly; trust in the Lord and you will receive all you need! 2 Corinthians 8:14, Philippians 1:19, 4:19.

Verses 13-14.  
Moses must have been amazed as he reads of Isaac’s actions and the Lord’s gracious response. He has lied when he didn’t need to, but then has received blessing as soon as he repents and corrects the lie. God doesn’t hold out on him at all as punishment, but provides exactly as he had said he would. Moses faces many similar tests with the children of Israel in the wilderness, and they fail again and again, but the Manna never fails to appear daily and they never run out of water. 

God’s point through the ages is the same; trust in the Lord, and you will have all you need to serve him, where he wants you to serve! Isaac is blessed above and beyond the normal bumper crop. He becomes very powerful and prosperous, and what that meant for this maturing believer was not purchase of more luxuries, but 100% reinvestment in agriculture. Isaac purchased more sheep, goats, cattle and servants in the depressed economy and so grew in power, as had Abraham. Psalms 112:1-10, 144:12-15.

Isaac started out with the reduced inherited wealth of his father, much of which was used up in the latter years of his life, but he has rebuilt all and possibly (from Moses language here) even more than Abraham’s greatest fortune and now has his influence and power. He has hundreds of men in his household, and the natives of Gerar are now militarily threatened, and very jealous. They have given him their rubbish land and he has prospered more there than they have in the better coastal land. It is as if God gives rain to Isaac’s pastures and the clouds pass over their own! 

The points for Moses are clear. 

1. 
God will bless us when we trust him alone. 

2. 
God blesses his path for us, and no other. 

3. 
Physical details about what looks prosperous on the surface does not matter, for the Lord will ensure that his people prosper enough to serve in all places he leads them. 

He gives us “streams in the desert”. Psalms 78:15-20, Proverbs 10:22, Isaiah 35:6.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
God’s grace is not hindered by the believer’s stupidity. God blesses because of who He is and who we are in Christ Jesus. Our sin holds up the receipt of blessing, but repentance re-opens the floodgates of God’s love, mercy and grace. If we deal with our sins, we will not lose what the Lord has for us; his patience is amazing towards us all and his plan remains secure for us. Obedience is all he seeks from us. He wants us to learn dogged daily obedience to the plan, so that his Word is more real than anything around about us and we walk in it’s truth and assurance, trusting to the Lord for our provisions.

2.
We do not need to plot to be safe or prosper, we only need to advance down God’s path for us and we will receive all he has for us. To lie or plot means we get what our plots can produce, but to trust God means we get what God can do for us! Plots and lies open the door for evil men to manipulate us further. A lie will mean we have more testing to come in that area. We do not need to over think for God, we need to walk in his path for us and relax in his provisions on that path.

3.
We are sojourners upon the earth. This is not our home, and the toys and signs of wealth that pagans gather around them are not to be the focus for our lives here. We are here to serve and witness, not relax and play. Our relaxation and play is for recharge of batteries to serve the more, it is not the preoccupation of our life. The robust enjoyment of Isaac and Rebekah’s sexual life is one example of bona fide play for all married believers. We are to enjoy all aspects of our married lives until their end and bring joy to each other all the days of our lives. Let us challenge ourselves to do a loving and pleasant thing for our marriage partner this day and every day.

4.
As believers we are meant to be forward focused always. This means growing away from any of our dysfunctional childhoods, abuse memories, traumatic events, or any other thing that modern psychology wants us to spend years in psycho-therapy for! God’s call is to become new creatures in Christ Jesus, not re-work our old lives. We grow into our new identity in Christ by focusing forwards not backwards. Let us advance in and through application of God’s Word into the fabric of each and every day.

DOCTRINES

ABRAHAM – FAITH - see page 11

ISAAC – TYPE OF CHRIST - see page 8

ISRAEL – JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL – see page 8

JACOB – PATRIARCH – see page 8

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – see page 6

GRACE – see page 5

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE SPIRIT  see page 4 

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  see page 5

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  WALKING – see page 7
CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

1. Old Testament saints had difficulty in distinguishing between the two advents of Christ. (1 Peter 1:10,11)

2. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. (Isaiah 53:7)

3. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as the conquering King and Lion of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 11:1-12)

4. Jesus commenced his ministry announcing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17) This connects the first and second advents.

5. Old Testament Prophecy showed that the Messiah would:-

a) be born of a virgin. (Isaiah 7:14)

b) be of the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10)

c) be of the house of David. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 33:21)

d) die as a sacrifice. (Isaiah 53:1-12)

e) be crucified. (Psalm 22:1-21)

f) be resurrected from the dead. (Psalm 16:8-11)

g) return to earth at his second advent. (Zechariah 8:3)

h) be seated at the right hand of God. (Psalm 110:1)

6. It should be noted that the return of Christ for the Church (the Rapture) as given in (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) was not revealed in the Old Testament - it is a mystery doctrine of the Church (Colossians 3:4-6)

7. The day of the Second Advent is characterised by supernatural darkness

a) When Christ returns every eye shall see him (Matthew 24:29-30) Christ is the light of the world and he will return to a world covered in darkness (symbolic of sin).

b) The darkness is similar to the darkness of the day of our Lord's crucifixion which hid the Lord Jesus Christ from man's sight whilst he was bearing our sins. (Mark 15:33)

c) The Second Advent delivers the Jewish believers besieged in Jerusalem by the King of the North. (Daniel 11, Zechariah 12:1-3, 14:1-4)

d) Other passages indicating that the day of the Second Advent is a day of total darkness on the earth. (Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10-11, Joel 3:14-15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29-30, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12-17)

8. Heralds of the Two Advents of Christ

A herald is a person who preceded' a King in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15)

b) Second Advent

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10)

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the second advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke ) Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the second advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from  Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity.(Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST

1. Believers are said to be blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).

2. The same Greek word is used in (John 3:12) where the word 'things' is mentioned.

3. The heavenlies is the area of the believer's spiritual experience as identified with Christ in various ways:-

a) Divine nature (2 Peter 1:4)

b) Life (Colossians 3:4; 1 John 5:12)

c) Relationships (John 20:17; Hebrews 2:11)

d) Inheritance (Romans 6:16,17)

e) Service (John 17:18; Matthew 28:20)

f) Suffering (Philippians 1:29; 3:10; Colossians 1:24)

g) Future glory (Romans 8:18-21; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10).

4. The believer is a heavenly man and a stranger or pilgrim on the earth. (Hebrews 3:1,1 Peter 2:11).

5. The believer is an ambassador from Heaven. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness". Peace (eirene) in the New Testament means both inner tranquillity of soul and great prosperity of Life. This is Paul’s prayer for all believers that they might know the blessing of true God given prosperity. Romans 1:7, 1Corinthians 1:3, 2Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Colossians 1:2, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, 1Thessalonians 1:1, 2Thessalonians 1:2, 1Timothy 1:2, 2Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 3

2. To be spiritually minded is peace, (Romans 8:6), i.e. to be thinking as God would have us think. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.
3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place. The details of life such as money, house, car, job, marriage partner are then able to be sorted out correctly. Matthew 6:31-34, 1Corinthians 10:13, cf.  Philippians 4:11. 

4. Believers should not have it as their aim in Life to be the richest person in the cemetery. Luke 12:16-21. Having eyes on money first is a foolish thing. Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)
5. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

6. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

7. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

8. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

9. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

10. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

11. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OVERCOMER

1. Definition of an overcomer - "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:4,5). It is seen that an overcomer is a believer and we become overcomers at the point of salvation.

2. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." - believers will live with God in heaven forever. (Revelation 2:7)

3. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" - believers will not be subject to the lake of fire. (Revelation 2:11)

4. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." - believers are accepted by God on the basis of His provision. (Revelation 2:17)

5. "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star." - believers will rule over the nations and will be honoured. (Revelation 2:26-28)

6. "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels." - believers are justified and sanctified by the death of our Lord and their names are permanently in the book of the living. (Revelation 3:5)

7. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name." - believers will have access to the Holy Places of God and will eternally be identified with Jesus Christ. (Revelation 3:12)

8. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." - believers will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 3:21)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10) which takes place after the Rapture of the Church  Revelation 19:7,8

4. Rewards are often pictured in the form of crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

5. Rewards come after you have entered into the Plan of God through regeneration

6. Rewards are based on the use of divine operating assets including the filling of the Holy Spirit

7. You can lose rewards but never salvation 1 Corinthians 3:14-15, 2 Timothy 2:12,13

WORK

1. Since the Fall, man has had to work for a living by the sweat of his. Genesis 3:17-19.

2. Our attitude to work as believers should, however, be an offering of praise to God. Romans 8:19-32, 1 Corinthians 10:31

3. Our attitude to work is witness to all.  Workers are told to follow some simple guidelines to open the door for witness in the work place - Titus 2:9,10.

a) "Be Obedient"  - The Greek verb hupotasso is the same one used for wives of their husbands, and involves responsiveness to the will of the other. The believer is to be the best worker in the situation and is to be known as the one who can be trusted to perform what is required.

b) "Not answering again" - Talking back, or "back chat" has always been a problem where authority is resented. Such resentment is to have no place in the Christian's life as they are to see every situation they find themselves in as one where they are called to show themselves servants of their master in heaven and live up to his standards and their high calling as ambassadors of Christ.

c) "Not purloining" - It was always a temptation for slaves to steal, as they had been "stolen" and the only way to get freedom was to buy it with money they saved. Paul's point here and elsewhere, was that freedom was not to be the goal, rather service for the Lord. Freedom was not to come at any price! The believer was to pay taxes and to recognize others wealth as the other person's property and not steal it, even if that other person was not "entitled to it".   Ephesians 4:28.

d) "Showing good fidelity" - The Christian worker was to shew by all he or she did that they were trustworthy in all things.

e) "Adorn the doctrine of God" - Become a credit to the doctrine of God.  The English word for cosmetics comes from the word adorn.  It means to decorate or present in a good light.  As men will take a second look at a woman who is well made up with cosmetics so Paul wanted the masters to take a second look at slaves who served well and so hear what made them different from the rest, namely the gospel.   2 Corinthians 5:20.

These principles apply to all workers and managers in industry today.

4. Christian employers must be a just and fair. Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3: 22-4:1, 1 Timothy 6:1-8.

5. All Christians who can should be working for their living.  If they are unable to work they will be able to do something for the Lord, and such service should be supported by the church.  1 Thessalonians 3:10-12

6. Even Paul who ministered nearly full time, was a tent maker by day and a preacher and Bible teacher by night.  1 Corinthians 9:18, 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  4:11-12

7. Paying the pastor is legitimate, following the principle of the oxen treading out the grain; it ate whatever it needed to keep doing the job.  1 Corinthians 9:6-14, Galatians 6:6, Romans 15:27, Deuteronomy  25:4,  1  Timothy 5:17, 18.

8. Everything we do is to be looked upon as service to the Lord.  Colossians 3:23.

GENESIS 26:15-35

“ For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth. 16  And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we. 17  And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 18  And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them. 19  And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. 20  And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac's herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well Esek; because they strove with him. 21  And they digged another well, and strove for that also: and he called the name of it Sitnah. 22  And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the LORD hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. 23  And he went up from thence to Beersheba. 24  And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's sake. 25  And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a well. 26  Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol the chief captain of his army. 27  And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you? 28  And they said, We saw certainly that the LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee; 29  That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of the LORD. 30  And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink. 31  And they rose up betimes in the morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace. 32  And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's servants came, and told him concerning the well which they had digged, and said unto him, We have found water. 33  And he called it Shebah: therefore the name of the city is Beersheba unto this day. 34  And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: 35  Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah.”

REFLECTION

WATER, POLITICS, AND ESAU’S COMPROMISE

Verse 15.  
The natives of Gerar had filled in the wells of Abraham after he left their area. Remember the Philistines as such are still not settled in this region; they are several hundred years away, as far as modern archaeology can tell, but Moses uses the term to describe the people of the area, as that is the name of the country when he arrives there. 

This well filling was not an act of spite, as it may appear, but an act of self protection. Abraham and his men acted as a buffer power between them and the Arab tribes of the desert regions. Abraham had between 300-600 men under arms by the days he was with them and these armed men were able to keep the potentially violent desert wanderers at bay. With Abraham gone the temptation would be for others to enter the land he had occupied and settle there, closer to Gerar. Their foreign policy was to keep the desert dwellers at least 30 kilometres away from them, and so any wells in that area were stopped up permanently, to ensure no-one settled there. It was their “no-man’s land” buffer area for defence.  

Isaac has apparently re-opened some of the wells to ensure he has a supply of good water year round and so he prospers further and further each year he keeps his herds and flocks in this border region. The king and nobles of Gerar are jealous and frightened of what this man’s prosperity means for their security. They are pagans and so they cannot understand blessing by association; instead of relaxing and enjoying the Lord’s blessing through Isaac, they doubt and fear him and his growing influence in the border region and the growing number of armed men that are coming to and from his encampment.

Verses 16-17.  
From the instruction here given by Abimelech, it appears that Isaac had his tent pitched outside the city and the vast numbers of his armed men coming and going was causing unease amongst the city dwellers, and so Abimelech orders him to move his headquarters further a field, out into the area his herdsman operate in. Isaac does this and moves up the valley the city sits in, deep into the hinterland. 

Isaac does not plead his case, nor explain himself, but graciously agrees to the request of his pagan host and moves his vast encampment away from the city. He will not let anything affect his witness to this man and his people. He wants to influence them for God, not cause fear and loathing. 

As believers we need to be sensitive to the perceptions of others about us. If we have given the wrong message, we need to withdraw away from the misconception. If there is a problem in communication, the believer’s approach is to be that we are to change first, before we ask the pagan to shift their ground. We are to be people who are focused upon others needs rather than our own. Our job is to leave our vindication with the Lord, and focus solely upon his service, and ours to the others amongst whom we witness to the power and truth of God.

Verses 18-19. 
Isaac systematically now re-opens all the wells of Abraham and calls them by their names, as Abraham had done. He has taken the order to move into the hinterland seriously and so re-establishes himself as Abraham had done fifty years or more before, as the forward defensive shield around Gerar. Isaac’s motives are good, but they will not be taken that way by the nobles of Gerar, whose jealousy gets in the way of their strategic thinking.  

The servants of Isaac dig a new well in the upper reaches of the valley and discover the best possible find, a spring of gushing water, rather than simply a water table where water can be drawn. This deep spring will provide the needs of many people and animals. It is a valuable find and they make a proper well there for people and animals.

Verses 20-21.  
The same thing that occurs to Abraham’s servants occurs to Isaac’s with the servants of the city flocks of Gerar. Genesis 21:25ff. In Abraham’s day the army of Gerar came, supporting their herdsmen and violently took control of the well and killed possibly seven men of Abraham’s company. 

Just such a thing happens here, with a violent attack upon the well by the men of Gerar. Isaac could stand and fight for this well, or argue for it with the king, but he chooses to withdraw further into the hinterland and dig another well. It is apparently just in sight of the first and the men of Gerar take it by force also. Any doubts about the malice of these men is dispelled by the names of thee wells; the first “angry violence”, and the second, “hatred”. With two insults to his people and blood to avenge, under the laws of the desert war would be expected now. Instead Isaac withdraws further away and digs a third well. 

Verses 22-23.  
He is now out in the area of Abraham’s prosperity and at the third well there is peace; the men of Gerar do not over extend themselves and attack him there. They have reached their maximum point of expansion and being able to hold their possessions. Isaac knows he doesn’t have to fight them here, for he is now in the right place where there is room for them all, and he will be blessed by the Lord, and they will now leave his people alone. He calls the well “Room”. He is not quick to anger, but seeks the Lord’s place for his people, away from the sphere of the city that he sees more and more is ruled by lust and power. James 1:19-20, Galatians 5:19-21. 

Isaac, under great provocation, demonstrates by his actions that he has the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and that he is not ruled by his Old Sin Nature. He also moves back to his father’s great well at Beersheba and dwells there where the Lord has spoken before. Refer to the BTB studies on ANGER, HOLY SPIRIT – FRUIT, also OLD SIN NATURE. 

Verses 24-25 
Isaac builds an altar for regular animal sacrifice, and digs a second well here at Beersheba after the Lord speaks with him in a dream by night. He is going to stay close by the place where the Lord has spoken, for in his heart he seeks the Lord’s blessing and the Lord’s fellowship. The altar speaks of the blood shed for sin, and he will use it often to remind himself of grace. He will stand as the priest of his family and offer sacrifices for them all. 

His time amongst the people of Gerar has been jaded and disturbed by their double dealing and he seeks the space to wander and have his pastoral life style in spiritual purity. They will follow him here and speak with him, as they did with Abraham, for they fear him, but Isaac is in the right place here. He has sought the fellowship of the Lord and this is the right place to receive the evil double dealing men of Gerar. Notice the promises of the Lord to Isaac here, and how closely they parallel the promises to Abraham, and how they will be repeated to Jacob, and then reinforced to Moses himself. Genesis 15:1-6, 17:1-10, 28:13-15, Exodus 3:1-18. Refer to the BTB study BLOOD SACRIFICE, PRIEST, PRIESTHOOD – OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS.

The central message of the Lord is, “Fear Not, for I am with you”. This tells us that the main problem Isaac had was fear at this point, and if we look within our own hearts, we will find that this is the same problem we all have as we walk through the troubles of this world in our own day. God’s message remains the same; we are to look up when a look around brings in fear. We are to remember that we serve the King of Kings and the Lord of all lords, and lean upon Him alone to keep us safe in troubled times. Psalms 27:1-3, 46:1-3, Isaiah 12:1-6, 41:10-14, 43:1-13, 44:1-3, 51:7-12. Read each of these verses and write them in your promise notebook, for each of these verses were in the spiritual “First Aid Kit” of the early church, and were sung and quoted daily for encouragement under persecution. These verses will be the source of strength again for those going through the Great Tribulation in years to come. Refer to the BTB study of FEAR. Luke 12:32, Hebrews 13:6.

Verses 26-27. 
The official Gerar delegation arrives at Beersheba. They are well away from their power base and they are coming to Isaac, just as they came to Abraham, because they are fearful that their actions previously, in seizing the wells, may have provoked a state of war. They fear that Isaac is gathering the desert tribes against them from his power base in Beersheba and may sweep upon them. Once again, note, they come to the man of God; they do not demand his presence in their city. This is a sign, as it was in Abraham’s day, that Isaac is powerful in their eyes; they know God is with him even though they have abused him. When we fear men, we can rest in the Lord on it, for if we walk with the Lord, evil men will fear us far more than we fear them. 

The delegation is a strong and official one, and would have been backed with many troops.  Those present, as in the visit to Abraham tell us that these men seek information as to Isaac’s plans and attitudes towards them, and it reminds us that the politicians of the devil’s world seek to push God’s people to the limit at all times. Genesis 21:22-32. Isaac does not greet them with the political pleasantries of the day, but directly confronts them with their aggression towards him and his men in the Valley of Gerar. 

He gives them no other option but to confront the truth, and either make peace, make war, or leave him in peace. This tells us that Isaac has enough men under arms to be strong in the presence of his potential enemies, and is a reminder to us that we are not to shrink from telling truth to evil men who seek to manipulate us and lead us, or force us, from God’s path. Her has withdrawn far enough to be sure of his position and his allies amongst the sons of Uncle Ishmael; he is now in a strong place, and they are far from home, and want to find out what he thinks.   He has kept his counsel secret, and they must approach him on his ground – this man is a good strategist.  Refer to the BTB studies, WORLD, MILITARY. 

Verses 28-29.  
Their answer is full of pious hypocrisy and fake respect. Had they really believed these things they say, they would have treated Isaac and his men with respect and had a meeting to plan mutual advantage well before this date. These words are fake at their heart, although it is true that the king and his staff have seen that God is with Isaac. They have seen him be blessed irrespective of the pressures they put upon him, and they have seen him dig successful well after well, when they cannot find water in the same place. But their deeds speak louder than their words, and as Jesus says, it is by the fruit of men’s lives they are to be known, not their pious praising of, or acknowledging of God. Matthew 7:15-23, James 2:19-20.

These men lie through their teeth! They have done evil to Isaac’s men, and they have stolen two wells. Isaac has rightly confronted them with truth, and they have avoided the issue altogether, but they have betrayed by their words that they fear his ill will, and they fear him militarily. Without admitting to their wrong doing, they ask for a non-aggression pact between them.  Saac shows real thought about his goals, and revenge and setting past grievances right is not amongst them, for feeling “justified” is never the best plan when it does not add to or meet our goals now.
Their action is tantamount to an admission of guilt, and Isaac will show great statesmanship in not forcing them to admit fault over the two wells that he now does not need. He weighs up the situation, and is focused upon the goal he now seeks, not yesterday’s offence. Isaac seeks a formal acknowledgement of his right to be in Beersheba and to use the wells that matter to him. Their very treaty offer acknowledges him as an equal power and his right to live in Beersheba. He will give away the other two wells he dug, which he doesn’t need any way, for a pact that looks forward rather than backwards. Isaac is future focused, and so must we be. Setting right historic injustice is a waste of time, if the path to future prosperity lays open before us. It is a future focus that the Lord calls us to. We cannot change the past, but we can always make a better future.

There is wisdom here. He does not try to force them to look backwards, he gives them the opportunity to look forwards and make a pact that will be his guarantee of peace between him and them. He had intended peace anyway, but this gives him a chance at no cost to himself to be seen to be a peace maker and their friend. They are the ones who will walk away feeling they have been lucky.  

This level of wisdom was lacking in World War 1, when the British and French rejected several overtures of peace from Germany, and millions more died. The reason was national pride and the demand for “unconditional surrender”. World War II was the result of the pride and stupidity of revenge at Versailles at the end of World War 1.  Such pride based negotiating ignores the real objectives of politics, which are always the prosperity and safety of your own people. By making this pact, Isaac is going to be able to challenge any future attempted seizures of wells with the current treaty, rather than trying to enforce a fifty year old one, which has been shown to carry no weight now. 

Verses 30-31.  
Isaac is in charge of the whole process now, and he shows himself a good host and makes all the initiative, sending them away in the morning with a promise of peace. Isaac has shown himself to be the peace-maker and friend of those who seek his friendship. He has, by making this treaty been seen by all the surrounding desert tribes to be the equal of these important city dwellers and so has increased his status amongst them also. Many of these tribes are allies of Ishmael and so the people of Gerar are aware that Isaac has many potential allies to draw upon. The strong man armed keeps his house! Luke 11:21. He has walked the path of peace with strength, which is the guarantee of peace in the present world. Matthew 5:9, Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14.

Verses 32-33.  
In the same day as the army of the men of Gerar head back to their town the servants of Isaac come to him and tell him that they have found water. The well they have dug has been successful and the town of Beersheba is now certain and secure with it’s water supply. The name of the well is “shebah” or oath. The place of Abraham’s dwelling has been certified as blessed by the Lord through this well. Isaac praises the Lord in the renaming of the place after Abraham’s time there, possibly nearly one hundred years before now (it is hard to date things precisely here, it is at least fifty years, but more likely closer to one hundred now). Isaac stays in this area and he prospers here even more so and becomes very great in power and influence, and in case you missed it, Moses has mentioned, verse 14, that the people of Gerar envied him greatly. The enemy of the Lord will envy and hate us. We ought not to be surprised by this. Luke 6:22, John 15:18.

Verses 34-35.  
Great political and spiritual victories are won on this day. Victory over lust for power, or desire for vengeance is well and truly eliminated by Isaac’s diplomacy. Victory over want is permanently achieved by the second well being successful. It is of note that both wells are still in operation today and revered by the descendents of Abraham, Jew and Arab. 

Esau however continues to produce evidence that he is a carnal man, and guided by his own lusts. He selects two wives from amongst the Hittite aristocracy amongst whom they live. These girls have caught his eyes, and maybe he sees valuable alliances amongst the Hittite rulers by making these matches, but the “daughters of Heth” are not spiritually minded, and the matter of his marriage sets the seal on his destiny as far as Rebekah is concerned especially. Both parents are saddened by this choice, although Isaac will still seek to bless his son and his son’s seed, for his love for Esau covers over his concern for the promise that is to be inherited only through Jacob.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
We are called to be peace-makers. This challenge is directed at us as a part of the commands of the Lord to direct us forward rather than backwards, and to make us set aside our pride and focus on the path the Lord would have us take, not personal agendas. We are called to be ambassadors and that means we take nothing personally in this life, and bring all offences against us to the Lord and leave them with Him to set right. We are to have no fear, no hatred, and no revenge, only love and service to the one who has commissioned us to be his representatives upon the earth. 

2.
The hatred of the people of this world is to be expected. When we are hated, we are in good company, for so they hated our Lord before us. Let us expect no more from unsaved men than the Lord did. Let us recognize when we are lied to that this is just the expected thing that unsaved people do, and that there is nothing personal. Let us cast all our cares upon Him and leave our affairs in the Lord’s hands.

3.
Isaac was prepared for hard work to find water. Some Arabian wells are hand dug to a depth of 160 feet! When we seek the will of the Lord in barren places, we need to be ready to dig deep into the rock of his Word. If we persist in seeking the Lord’s will, we will find it, and we will be blessed there. Praise the Lord for his goodness, and praise him as you toil and sweat over the present task he has set you. Keep digging believer!

4.
Regular fellowship with the Lord is essential if you are to serve the Lord in spirit and in truth. The altar built up by Isaac is the place of meeting, covered by the blood of the sacrificial animal. Isaac recognizes the grace and mercy of God depend upon the sacrifice of a perfect one for our sinfulness. He expressed his faith in the sacrifice daily, and so ought we to do also. Let us draw near to the Lord in prayer daily, through the blood of Christ shed for us.

5.
Isaac is blessed in the place of fellowship and so are we. Let us draw near the Lord today and enjoy his fellowship in this and all things, as we seek to serve the one who gave his all for us. Amen.

DOCTRINES

ANGER

1. The explosion of uncontrolled anger is always wrong. Titus 1:7.

2. Exploding does not solve the problem. Only a fool gives way to anger. Proverbs 29:11,  Proverbs 10:19,  Proverbs 15:28.

3. Anger in itself isn't necessarily wrong.  There are some things that we should be angry at, like injustice, evil, sin,  etc. God is righteously angry at sin constantly. Psalms 7:11, John 2:17, Mark 3:5.

4. We should learn to deal with anger without sin getting hold of us. Ephesians 4:26. Anger must be examined, analysed, and dealt with properly so that what caused the anger is being faced and solved.

5. Any anger that has no legitimate source in righteousness must be confessed in accordance with 1 John 1:9 as the sin it is.

6. If the anger has a legitimate source (namely, it is anger at something that God hates also), then the believer is faced with the task of working out what God would have him/her do to follow God's prescription to face the issue.

FEAR

1. Fear is seen in two ways in scripture.  

[a] Firstly as a mental attitude sin that is incompatible with our status as children of the most high, the ruler of the universe. 

[b] Secondly it is used to describe the correct attitude towards God the Lord for all his creatures.  

There is godly fear, awe, and respect for God as God, and there is inappropriate fear, which is the cringing fear of one who believes the other is able to hurt them. This second kind is wrong for us as children of God, for none can harm us without God’s permission for we belong to Him.

2. Our occupation with the persons and majesty of God is often spoken of as “fear” in the legitimate sense for believers. 2 Samuel 23:2-3, Nehemiah 5:9, Job 28:28, Psalms 19:9, 34:11-12, 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27, 22:4, Malachi 3:16, Ephesians 5:21. 

3. Fear as a mental attitude sin is spoken of in, 1 Samuel 17:11, 24, Proverbs 29:25.

4. In God’s grace plan for us fear has no place. His plans for us are always divinely good, and any testing situation is for our good. Romans 8:28. 

5. Fear is an expression of a failure of faith in the plan. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 8:1, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Spiritual death is one way of describing Satan's kingdom and is the place of the source of fear. Hebrews 2:14,15 

7. In spiritual death, Adam was afraid. Genesis 3:10, this fear motivated Adam to produce religious activity (fig leaves) and lies. Genesis 3:7

8. Salvation removes the basis of fear, which is condemnation from the Justice of God (spiritual death).

9. Spiritual maturity provides freedom from fear. 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 13:6, 1 John 4:18, 1 Corinthians 13:5b

10. Carnality and any form of religious activity that leads us away from grace and daily obedience to the Word enslaves the believer to Satan through fear.  
Galatians 5:1; Romans 8:15

11. The mature believer is commanded to fear nothing he may suffer in life, for by means of God’s grace provision all we ever may need is provided for us. Revelation 2:10

12. The baby believer is sustained by believing God’s Word, obeying his commands hour by hour to daily life, and rest upon his promises. Hebrews 4

13. As we become mature believers we continue with this resting on the promises but in addition to this we are sustained by our understanding / application of entire categories of God’s Word -  we have then  moved beyond the promises to confidence in the very character of God itself.

14. Illustration: A woman who asks every hour, "Do you love me?" needs assurance through many promises, and many actions backing the promises up. Once she gets to truly know her husband, and her love is fully established in him through his faithfulness to her, she has absolute assurance, and doesn't need constant reminders of his love by specific words.  She is full of confidence through knowledge of her husband’s character.

15. Chapter’s 3-6  of Hebrews deal with the falling away from growth and confidence by these believers. The spiritual principle of Chapter 4 is the means of getting them back on target.

16. In Hebrews 13:6, we see the objective of the writer, freedom from fear by their daily, moment by moment living the awareness of the love of Christ for them, and the power of Christ available to them.

17. The writers of Scripture identify correctly that when the believer is fearful, he imitates the unbeliever ("cowardly" – Revelation 21:8), and that is not right given our great position. Hebrews 11:27  "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is unseen."  This is our standard!

18. Fear is a mental attitude sin that shows our mind has moved away from thinking of the Lord. 1 Samuel 17:11,24

19. Fear is a sign of falling back into domination by the “prince of this world”. 1 Samuel 18:12,29 21:12 28:20

20. Absence of fear is a big part of maintaining a dynamic mental attitude.  Hebrews 13:6 11:27

21.There is only one legitimate fear ; it is the fear of failure to enter spiritual maturity.  Hebrews 4:1

22. Love demands absence of fear. 1 John 4:18  They are two opposing mental attitudes.

23. Fear is not part of the Divine Plan for the Believer. 2 Timothy 1:7 Exodus 14:13-14 Joshua 8:1 Isaiah 41:10 2 Samuel 1:7

24. Courage and lack of fear is a sign of mature spiritual status. Psalm 3:6 Psalm, 56:3 Hebrews 11:27

25. Fear is the power by which the Evil of Satan rules among mankind.  Hebrews 2:14-15 Genesis 19:30 (Lot) 1 Kings 18:9-14 (Obadiah), both Lot and Obadiah show how the failing believer lives in constant fear.

26. Fear is the word used to mean "Occupation with Christ" when related to the attitude of the mature Believer toward Christ. 2 Samuel 23:3 Nehemiah 5:9,15 Ephesians 5:21 Job 28:28 Psalm 19:9 34:10 Proverbs 1:7 9:10 Proverbs 10:27, 1 Peter 2:17

BLOOD SACRIFICE

1. Ever since the earliest recorded time God has required a blood sacrifice for sin. It is implied by the coats of skin provided by the Lord in the garden after Adam and Eve had attempted to clothe their nakedness with leaves. Abel brought an acceptable animal sacrifice, unlike Cain's who brought an unacceptable bloodless offering.

2. The requirement for blood sacrifices was continued with Noah after the flood; (cf. the near sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham); and was established as a requirement not only by the Passover lamb but also in the Levitical offerings.

3. When recording the will of God for Israel in the matter of food and the abstinence from eating "any manner of blood" Moses states "For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."

4. It is clear from the above that the life of an innocent victim (the animal sacrifice) acted as a shadow until the once and for all payment was paid with the true sacrifice of Christ.

5. There is an absolute necessity of the unique sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as indicated by the phrase "the blood of Christ". (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:7 , Hebrews 9:22)

6. Up to the time of the once and for all sacrifice the sins of believers were set aside adjacent to them (gk. para) but since the cross they have been taken fully away.

7. The twelve elements of grace which involve the blood of Christ:-

a) The New Covenant. (Hebrews 8:8, 9:20-21)

b) The blood is the life. (John 6:53)

c) Purchase and Redemption. (Acts 20:28, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19)

d) Propitiation. (Romans 3:25)

e) Justification. (Romans 5:9)

f) Sanctification. (Hebrews 13:12)

g) Cleansing. (Hebrews 9:14, 1 John 1:7, Revelation 7:14)

h) Victory. (Revelation 12:11)

i) The blood of sprinkling. (Hebrews 10:22, 1 Peter 1:2)

j) Made nigh. (Ephesians 2:13)

k) Peace. (Colossians 1:20)

l) Boldness to enter. (Hebrews 10:19)

8. It is of interest that the resurrection body consists of flesh and bone but apparently no blood.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

2. In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

6. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

7. One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

8. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

9. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

MILITARY FORCES

1. Protection of the national entity is two-fold:

a) INTERIOR - the policeman and the judge

b) EXTERIOR - the military establishment (Nehemiah 4:14,15).

2. In spite of man's effort for peace, warfare will continue until the Millennium (Matthew 24:6; Mark 13:7; Luke 21:9). Therefore warfare is not only a normal part of history (Ecclesiastes 3:8; Numbers 21:14) but very necessary for the maintenance of national sovereignty and freedom.

3. In both the struggle for the perpetuation of Jewish freedom after the Exodus, Jesus Christ Himself was the Lord of the armies under the title "Lord of Hosts" (Joshua 5:13 - 6:2; Isaiah 1:24).

4. Armies both defend freedom and destroy freedom.  In (Jeremiah 34:7) the Jewish Army fought to defend Jewish freedom, while the Chaldean Army fought to destroy Jewish freedom.

5. The issue of national sovereignty, integrity and freedom depends upon which army wins.  The Chaldean Army won and the Jews lost their freedom (Jeremiah 40:1).

6. God uses the military in action, to demonstrate the degeneracy of a nation.  Failure of the military on the battlefield indicates the lack of self-discipline, spiritual incentive, motivation for courage and respect for authority which are so basic in perpetuating freedom.  Failure of the military indicates lack of character and stability among the citizens of a national entity.

7. National military training is important in a nation's life (Numbers 31:3-5; Luke 14:31).

PRIESTS

1. A priest is a man who represents himself or other men before God.

2. There are three categories of priesthood in human history:

a) Family priest - from Adam until Levi

b) Levitical priesthood. - appointed under the Law of Moses

c) Royal priesthood

i) Melchizedek - king of Jerusalem, but also priest of the Most High (Genesis 14:18)

ii) Jesus Christ - King of Kings and the Great High Priest (Hebrews 10:17)

iii) Church Age believer - we share Christ's priesthood, since we are united with Him (1 Peter 2:9)

3. Until the Law was given the head of each family was the priest for that family. (Genesis 8:20, 26:25, 31:54)

4. When the Law was proposed the whole nation of Israel was to be "a kingdom of priests unto God". The nation of Israel however failed in unbelief.

5. God appointed Aaron and his family in the tribe of Levi as a specialised priesthood (Exodus 28:1)

6. All believers in the Church Age have become a kingdom of priests in Christ (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

7. The chief privilege of being a priest is to be able to approach God directly. (Hebrews 4:14-16, 10:19-22)

8. In their role as a priest the believer offers:-

a) Their own body. (Romans 12:1, Philippians 2:17)

b) Praise to God. (Hebrews 13:15-16)

c) Their possessions. (Romans 12:13, Galatians 6:6)

d) Intercession on behalf of others. (Colossians 4:12,1 Timothy 2:1)

9. The priest must be a partaker of the nature of the people he represents. Jesus Christ had to be a human too. (Hebrews 5:1, 7:4, 5, 7:14-28, 10:5, 10:10-14)

10. Comparison of the priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Hebrews 

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

PRIESTHOOD - OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT

I. Similarities of New Testament and Old Testament Priesthood

1. Based on Birth

O.T., family of Levi

N.T., family of Christ

2. Priesthood based on cleansing - permanent

O.T., once for all ceremonial bath on induction to the priesthood Exodus. 29:4

N.T., based on salvation, the washing of the Word Ephesians 5:25 -26; John 13:10

3. Function based on temporal cleansing

OT - the brazen laver

NT - confession of sin,  I John 1:9

4. The Priestly Sphere of Life

OT - In tabernacle (shadows of Christ) the priest not in the tabernacle wasn't functioning.

NT - In the Word (reality of doctrine). The Believer-Priest not living in the Word is not functioning in his priesthood.

5. Prohibitions

OT - Priest forbidden to offer strange incense.  Leviticus 30:9-or strange fire - Leviticus 10:1

NT - All things equivalent to the old false rituals, ceremony without meaning, substitution of emotion for the doctrines of the Word of God.  Hebrews 2:1; 4:1-2; 3:12

6. As the O.T. priest, though of the tribe of Levi, was disqualified if blemished (Leviticus 21:16-24); so the NT believer must be perfect (without sin in their life) to function. Spiritual maturity and spirit filled; see Hebrews 5:11-6:1).

7. Every believer is born a priest, but function is based on growth/maturity.  Function is spiritual worship – Romans 12:1 

8. Contrasts of New Testament and Old Testament Priesthood

O.T. priesthood is an Aaronic or Levitical order; NT is order of Melchizedek.  Hebrews 7:17

In O.T. there was a royal family (Judah) and priestly family (Levi) In NT, we are a Royal Priesthood.  I Peter 2:9

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE

1. We are born with a nature, inherited from Adam, which is against God and prone to sin (Ephesians 2:1, Romans 5:12).

2. The old sin nature is perpetuated in the human race by physical birth (Psalm 51:5, 1 Timothy 2:13, 14).

3. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

4. Names for the old sin nature:

a) Flesh - Galatians 5:16

b) Old Man - Ephesians 4:22, Colossians 3:9

c) Carnal - Romans 7:14

d) Sin - Romans 5:12 

e) Heart - Jeremiah 17:9

f) Member - Colossians 3:5.

5. The believer continues to have an old sin nature after salvation (1 John 1:8, 1 Corinthians 3:1).

6. The believer under the control of the old sin nature is called carnal (Romans 7:14, 1 Corinthians 3:1-3).

7. The old sin nature frustrates true production of the Christian life (Romans 7:15).

8. The old sin nature has two tendencies (Romans 6:6)

a) Area of weakness - pushes us towards lawlessness and sins (Hebrews 12:1)

b) Area of strength - pushes us towards asceticism and self-righteousness (Isaiah 64:6).

9. The old sin nature is not found in the resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23).

10. Victory over the old sin nature is by achieved by considering your old life dead, surrendering to God, confessing sin and relying upon the filling of the Spirit (Romans 6:6,11, Colossians 3:9-10).

WORLD

1. World under control of Satan:

a) ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)

b) god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4)

c) he deceives the world (Revelation 12:9).

d) Satan is filling the world with his propaganda (1 Timothy 4:1).

2. Jesus Christ created earth (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 45:18). He gave control to original mankind (Genesis 1:28) but man lost it at the fall (Genesis 3:6).

3. Sin and spiritual death are the basis of Satan's rule over this world. Therefore, God so loved the world that He gave a Saviour (John 3:16), hence Christ as a title in this connection. Christ is the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).

4. Therefore Christ is the saviour of the world (John 3:17; 4:42; 1 John 4:14).  The Saviour who gave His life for the' world (John 6:33); hence Christ has a title in this connection.  Christ is the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5).

5. Therefore Christ has overcome the world (John 16:33), so that the believer can overcome the world (1 John 5:4,5).

6. Consequently believers in Christ must not love the world (1 John 2:15,16).  Nor must believers conform to the world (Romans 12:2).  Worldliness is what you think, which may be demonstrated by what you do.

7. World control by Satan will stop at the Second Advent.  However, believers will continue forever (1 John 2:17).

8. Also, the Word of God abides forever (1 Peter 1:23,25), and is designed to overcome the ruler of this world (1John 2:14). Therefore, not conforming to the world and overcoming the world are accomplished through Bible doctrine, by which God has made foolish the wisdom of the world (1 Corinthians 1:20; 3:19).

9. It is therefore of greatest importance that the believer's attitude is based on the Word of God (Philippians 2:5; 2Timothy 1:7; Isaiah 26:3,4; Philippians 4:7; 2 Corinthians 10:4,5; 1 Corinthians 2:16; 2 Corinthians 1:5,6,8).

10. Backsliding is characterised as friendship with the world (James 4:4).

Notes
CHAPTER 27

GENESIS 27:1-27

“And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. 2  And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death: 3  Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison; 4  And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die. 5  And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. 6  And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 7  Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death. 8  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee. 9  Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth: 10  And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. 11  And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man: 12  My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. 13  And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them. 14  And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved. 15  And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: 16  And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck: 17  And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 18  And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? 19  And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy first born; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. 20  And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought it to me. 21  And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not. 22  And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 23  And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed him. 24  And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am. 25  And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine and he drank. 26  And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son. 27  And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed:”

REFLECTION

THE PLAN IS HATCHED AND EXECUTED

Esau’s choice of wives has opened up the reality for Rebekah that her grand-children through Esau will not grow up as believers and will not be the inheritors of the promises made to Abraham and Isaac. She is ready to act and the day comes for her to do so. Time has ticked by and Moses gives us another marker here. By cunning calculations the ancient scribes and commentators identify that Esau is forty when he marries. Isaac is then 100 years old, and Rebekah around 80 years of age. Genesis 25:26. 

The events of chapter 27 begin almost forty years later, with many of Esau’s children well grown up. It would appear that Jacob will be nearly eighty when he marries for the first time! He has not looked as if he will have children at all! The sons of promise are late starters! 

These ages come from calculations based upon the age of Jacob when he enters into Egypt and the details Moses gives around that time in the narrative. The key point to grasp as we enter this chapter is that both Esau and Jacob are men in their seventies, not boys in their teens as some of the Sunday School pictures of the past indicate. 

The ages are reached by the following facts recorded by Moses later. Joseph is 30 years of age when he is introduced to Pharaoh. Genesis 41:46. It is at least nine years later when he sees his father. Genesis 45:6. Jacob blesses Pharaoh and is aged 130 years at that time. Genesis 47:9. Jacob has Joseph when he is ninety one years of age, and his birth occurs after fourteen years in Haran. Genesis 29:18, 21, 27, 30:25. So his journey to Haran occurs when he is 77, and Isaac is 137.

So Isaac is around 137 years old when these events occur, with Jacob and Esau in their seventies. Isaac has seen the death of his half brother Ishmael fourteen years before this event, and has arrived at the age when Ishmael died. He is starting to have major difficulty with his eye sight, which was and is a common problem for men working in the sun all day long. He may have cataracts, as he can see shapes and light and dark, but not clearly distinguish faces, even when very close. Thomas Parr, the oldest man in English history had similar eye sight problems for the last twenty years of his life before dying at 152 years nine months.

Isaac will live another 43 years before his death in great old age at 180 years. Genesis 35:28. Like men when they come up to mile stones he thinks he had better move to bless his son Esau before death stops him reversing the effect of Jacob’s trickery all those years before over the bowl of lentils. Genesis 25:27-34. 

In this Isaac is wrong, and Rebekah knows it. She is correct in her belief that the Lord has blessed Jacob, not Esau, and that it is Jacob who ought to be the one who leads the clan, and through whom the Abrahamic blessing will flow. At this point Jacob is not looking much of a prospect for a son, as he is already in advanced years, and there is no wife on the horizon at all. Isaac is blind in more ways than one; he does not see what the Lord is doing at this point, although as we will see, when he sees he has been tricked, he quickly identifies that the Lord has corrected him through his wife and second son.

Verses 1 - 4. 
Isaac is deliberately trying to give Esau a blessing as the covenant son, even though he himself has carelessly cast it away by his actions. Esau is still an active hunter in the fields and ravines of the Negev. He is still around the encampment and his father’s favourite. From the context here it would appear that Rebekah is not meant to hear this conversation, but Isaac, being partly blind is not aware he is overheard. Notice the instruction of the old man. 

The father’s blessing ought to be given in accordance with God’s will and not as a reward for any food brought and prepared. The meal to celebrate the blessing should be prepared by servants and follow the blessing ceremony. The whole thing here is back to front, and reflect the father’s lusts and favouritism rather than the will of the Lord for the lives of the people involved. As with all things in believer’s lives, the Lord ensures there is a person standing by to act in the Lord’s name and for the Lord’s glory. That person is Rebekah.

Verses 5-10.  
Rebekah has it all worked out. Remember, if the dates are right, she is an old woman of at least 110 years of age, and coming to the age when she too will expect to die. She is no young plotter! She is an old woman who is determined that the Lord’s will is going to be done, even if the Lord gets help from her! Now I say this with a smile, for God needs no help from Rebekah. She is in fact doing the Lord’s will, for it is the Lord who ensured she overheard this conversation, and Isaac is wrong in his desire and action this day. God will vindicate Rebekah and Isaac will praise her eventually for her actions. Rebekah knows exactly what Isaac loves and she will prepare the goats so that they taste like venison. The purpose is clear; that Jacob is to receive the blessing from his father before the old man dies. From this comment it may be that Isaac is sick and all are expecting him to die soon.

Verses 11-12. 
The plan calls for deceit and deliberate lying. Such things are forbidden, and clearly such a level of deceit of a blind father could bring down a serious curse that will negate any blessing obtained. Notice that Jacob does not say that he cannot deceive his father, he is only concerned about how to get away with it! Jacob is truly a trickster. 

As we will see, Jacob as an older man is going to see and feel the impact of great betrayal by his sons regarding Joseph. He is going to have nearly twenty years of pain at the loss of Joseph, who they tell him has died. Let no one ever say Jacob gets away with his deceit here. His readiness to trick his father will be repaid ten times upon his head when he meets Laban, who tricks him for fourteen years, and then by his own sons over Joseph. God will bless this action of Rebekah because she is right in her heart, but Jacob will pay the price for it, because he is not right in his heart at this point at all. God trains us all, and the slower we are at learning truth and the more ruthlessly we treat others, the tougher the lessons will be for us. 2 Corinthians 6:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:22.

Verses 13-14.  
Rebekah is determined and knows that speed is of importance as there is limited time before Esau will be successful in his hunt and return with his game. She instructs Jacob in what he is to do immediately and tells him what she will then do. She is confident of success, and is ready to take the curse that may come upon herself, and die under a curse, in order that the right son receive the blessing. This is a woman who will hazard everything that is important to an older person to win the spiritual prize, for which she has lived her life. She wants the right son to receive the blessing and go on in his spiritual growth to be the man that God intends him to be.

Verses 15-16.  
Rebekah is thinking here very clearly. Isaac is blind, but his other senses are finely tuned. He can feel and touch and smell. She gets a garment of Esau’s that is in her tent. Esau does not live there now, for he has married and has his own encampment, but his formal clothing is there if he needs it for a formal family occasion after his arrival from being away in the fields or at his other camp sites. 

She takes the best clothing, and the clothing that smells most of Esau. She also selects the skins of the goats that have the hairy and rough feel of Esau’s skin. She knows where Isaac touches his boys and how he recognizes them; he always touches and holds their arms, and strokes their necks. Isaac is a loving man, and like many who have gone blind late in life, he delights in the touch of his loved ones. While the goats are cooking in their aromatic herbs Rebekah cuts and trims the skins so that they fit over Jacobs hand and arm, and around his neck, fitting underneath the course woolen garment he is wearing and up to his hair line. The wet skin of the goat will harden against Jacob’s skin and mould to the shape of his neck and arm and she believes will fool their aged father.

Verses 17-18.  The meal prepared, she sends Jacob in to Isaac. He has the bowl of stewed spiced meat and the unleavened (Pita) bread with which Isaac will be able to scoop up the gravy with his meat pieces and really enjoy the meal, right to the last morsel. Jacob enters and calls to his father, “Here I am”. This may indicate that Isaac was hard of hearing also, and speaking loudly, as the partly deaf do, (hence Rebekah over hearing his conversation as he was speaking very loudly without realizing it). It may be that he was finding it hard to even tell voices apart. Jacob tries to sound like Esau but his father’s answer to him indicates there is either deafness or doubt, or both.

Verses 19-20.  

Jacob has his script memorized and delivers it well. His father is enticed into the conversation and asks after the hunt, being surprised that the game was so easily found. Jacob’s answer is that the Lord has delivered the prey on a plate to him is humorous, as the Lord, through his mother, has done exactly that! Moses will hear the Lord’s Law later, and one of the first commandments is to not take the Lord’s name in vain. Exodus 20:7. 

Has Jacob done this and fallen into such a sin that he is in danger of judgment? The answer in the narrative is that he is safe in the Lord’s hands, and while he will pay for his deception with some bitter learning about being deceived, he is in no danger of loss of his place in the plan. Again the grace of the Lord is in view here, and Moses does not moralize at this point and warn the readers about breaking the Law. He simply tells the story and leaves us to see the price Jacob pays for the deception, even if it is in the Lord’s will that he be the inheritor of the blessing. We can all too often jump into the text and moralize. We need to learn from Moses and simply let the Word of the Lord speak. 

Verses 21 – 22.  

Isaac doubts that this is Esau. Why does he not call in Rebekah at this point, or ask for a servant’s help? The answer to this question is the reason why he later accepts being fooled by Jacob so well. Isaac has tried to do this secretly, without anyone in the house other than Esau knowing of it. He does this because he knows that all recognize that Jacob is the son of promise not Esau. Isaac is trying to get around the clear will of the Lord concerning his sons, and he is being outplayed by God not Rebekah and Jacob, and he will accept that later.

Verses 23 – 24.  

He doesn’t understand what is going on, and does not seek to clarify his confusion, but presses on with his plan to bless Esau before anyone can stop him doing so. His haste in a situation where clarity was essential, betrays the fact that he knows this is wrong, but the Lord has matters well in hand. 

This is an event that should have occurred before all the family and with elders of the surrounding peoples present to certify the facts and bless the new chief of the greatest clan amongst them. It is being done in secret because Isaac knows it is wrong. Jacob lies again here in answer to a direct question asked by a blind old man! You have got to be a good liar to lie into a blind man’s face as he seeks to clarify a baffling thing. Jacob is not a nice chap!!! God will however go to work on this man and he will become a prince of God (Israel), but here, in his seventies, he is still a tough and hard wheeler and dealer, and ready to lie quickly and effectively. There is hope for all of us!

Verses 25-27.   

Jacob is ready to move forward, the aroma of the food going before him, in case the smell of Jacob would catch the old man’s nose. He also brings wine to wash the food down with and also dull the old man’s senses further. This is not the way for a patriarchal blessing to be given! All spiritual service ought to be rendered in sobriety and followed by food, never preceded by a large meal. We are meant to be alert when spiritual matters are being dealt with, not sleepy from good food and wine. 

Isaac still is concerned that this isn’t Esau and so calls him forward for a kiss to really smell the clothing and get a close up smell of the person. Jacob steps forward and his father smells only the scent of the clothing of Esau and he blesses the smell of the open fields. Isaac loved the great outdoors and he loved that aspect of his son’s wild life as a hunter. 

It is a good thing to enjoy the outdoors and celebrate the creation that God has made, but these things are not reasons to assign spiritual blessing or responsibility. The qualities for spiritual leadership are not determined by physical fitness tests, nor shared enjoyment of the creation, for pagans can share that with us. We are to be as fit as we can be, for then we can serve with vigour, and we are to enjoy the works of God in nature, but the characteristics of the spiritual leader are found in other areas. Refer to CHRISTIAN LIFE – STEWARDSHIP, CHURCH – CHURCH OFFICERS, also MINISTERS. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
When rendering spiritual service we are best to be slightly hungry, and certainly not filled with wine. We are to be in the most alert state we can be, for then through prayer and close fellowship with the Lord we will be focused upon the Lord’s service and the filling of the Holy Spirit. It is through spiritual means alone that we can render spiritual service. 


Isaac was fooled by Jacob because he was acting like a fool in his secret blessing ceremony. He was focused upon physical things – food and wine – and so was foolish in his actions in the spiritual area. It is always unwise to try to bless those God has not blessed, because they have not placed themselves in the place of blessing-fellowship. All we can do for those we love who do not love the Lord is pray that they might be convicted of their sinful state and be restored to fellowship. The issue is not blessing for them but spirituality.

2.
Mixed marriages nearly always lead to disaster, for spiritual life will deteriorate without regular fellowship with the Lord and a pagan partner will lead the believer away from the Lord, never to the Lord. The Lord forbids such marriages and all who enter into them place themselves outside the Lord’s blessing.

3.
It is never too late to move forward with the Lord. Jacob is in his seventies when he finally moves forward and serves the Lord as he should. If we are alive the Lord has something still for us to do. We are finished in the Lord’s service when we are seeing him face to face. Until then let us pray for guidance in our on-going service.

4.
God’s grace is seen once again here. The Lord ensures that the right blessing goes to the right man, and that even though he is not spiritual at this point, God sees and deals with Jacob as he will be rather than as he is now. God deals with us the same way. We are dealt with on the basis of what the Lord has done for us, and what the Holy Spirit will do with us through time; we are not dealt with according to our Old Sin Nature dominated thoughts and actions. We live and move and have our being only in God’s grace. Let us praise his name now, for we are dealt with in grace and love, and like Jacob we can bless the Lord that we have not received what we could have for the Lord has taken the sins of all upon himself! Praise the Lord!!!

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STEWARDSHIP

1. There are a number of promises related to good stewardship. (Luke 6:38, Acts 20:35, 2 Corinthians. 9:6, Hebrews 6:10, 13:16)

2. We are to distribute to the saints. (Romans 12:13)

a) Cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7)

b) simply (Romans 12:8)

c) to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31)

d) faithfully (1 Corinthians  4:2, Luke 21:1-4)

3. Stewardship in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Psalm 112:9; Proverbs 11:24,25; Ecclesiastes 11:1; Malachi 3:10).

4. Stewardship for the rich is given in (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

CHURCH OFFICERS - PASTORS/ELDERS

1. Acts 20:17,28 shows that the elder/pastor/bishop/overseer are the same.  Each word simply emphasizes a different role.

2. Greek words used of the pastoral role and responsibility. 

a) Presbuteros (elder) - the authority in the church (cf the elders were the wise judges who sat at the gates of ancient cities). Acts 20:17

b) Poimenos didaskalos (pastor-teacher) - the shepherd, to feed the flock and protect them. Jeremiah 3:15

c) Episkopos (bishop/overseer) - the leader/overseer of the church. Acts 20:28, 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:7

d) Diakonos (servant/minister) - the servant in humility.

3. It is therefore concluded that an elder is a pastor holding the office of bishop, overseer or shepherd in the Church.  They deal with spiritual matters within the church, shepherding, feeding and protecting the flock.

4. An elder should have the spiritual gift of Pastor/Teacher or Evangelist.

5. Function

a) To rule. (1 Timothy 3:4,5; 5:17) - the pastor/elders in a church are the authority in the church, under God.

b) To guard the body of revealed truth from error and perversion. (Titus 1:9).

c) To oversee the Church as a shepherd of his flock. (Acts 20:28; John 21:16; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3).

d) Elders are given to the church by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28).

e) Great stress is laid upon their due appointment. (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5)

f) At first they were ordained by an apostle. (Acts 14:23)

g) Later Church guidance was required in such appointments. (Titus 1:5; 1 Timothy 3:1-7)

6. Qualifications (1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1)

a) blameless - you will be blamed for many things - make sure they are not true. You must deal with sin in your life.

b) be the husband of one wife or a one-woman man (ie faithful, not lusting after other women) - v 11  He may have been legitimately divorced according to scripture.

c) be vigilant -  clear headed or cool

d) be sober - has self control

e) be of good behaviour - orderly and well co ordinated, respectable

f) be hospitable - always ready to invite people into your home 

g) be keen to teach - keen to share the Word of God with them.

h) not given to wine - he should not be addicted to alcohol.

i) not be a striker - he must not be a hot head

j) must not be greedy of filthy lucre - he must not be greedy for money.

k) must not be a contentious arguer

l) must not be covetous -

m) if married, his wife and children must be dignified and under control.

n) not a new convert.  Train candidates for ministry as deacons, in Sunday Schools and youth groups before appointing them.

o) he must have a good witness to the unbelieving world.

7. The appointment of pastors is described in (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11).

8. The gift of pastor-teacher is given to men only - it is not the role of the woman to teach or exercise authority over men in the church  1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35.

9. Pastoral authority is not a cause for boasting, it is based on service with all humility John 13:5 -17 2 Corinthians 10:8,  Galatians 6:3-5.  The pastor's authority is to teach the Word of God so that all will see the truth clearly.

10. Age is not a barrier 1 Timothy 4:9-12.

11. If the pastor does not fulfil his responsibilities

a) He is to be warned, then rebuked by the elders if he continues.  Titus 2:15, 2 Corinthians 13:10, 2 Timothy 4:2.

b) The Lord will discipline him 1 Timothy 6:3-5, James 5:19-20.

12. The reward of the pastor. (Hebrews 6:10; 1 Peter 5:4).

13. Key verses for the pastoral role  1 Peter 5:4, Ephesians 3:7-13,  1 Timothy 2:24-26, 3:1-9, Colossians 1:23-29, Titus 1:6-9, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Hebrews 13:7, 17, 6:10.

CHURCH:  MINISTERS

1. Used for political leadership in a nation (Romans 13:4).

2. Used as the pastor of the local church (Ephesians 3:7; Colossians 1:23,25; Colossians 4:7; Ephesians 6:21; 1Timothy 1:12).

3. Used for all believers (2 Corinthians 3:6; 4:1; 6:4).

4. Origin - in the classical Greek the word was used for those who rowed in the lower decks, the place of greatest toil on a ship - a servant or slave.

5. Principle - The minister should see himself as the servant as well as leader of his flock.

GENESIS 27:28-46

“Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine: 29  Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee. 30  And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31  And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me. 32  And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 33  And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed. 34  And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. 35  And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing. 36  And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? 37  And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son? 38  And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 39  And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above; 40  And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck. 41  And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 42  And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. 43  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 44  And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away; 45  Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day? 46  And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me?”

REFLECTION

TWO MEN, TWO BLESSINGS, TWO DESTINIES

After much time enjoying the food and wine, the blessing Isaac gives his son is very short, but it carries with it the blessing of Abraham before him and indicates that it is in Jacob that the line of promise will come to fruition for all mankind. Compare Genesis 22:17-18, and then 49:1ff, for a further and more specific blessing on each of the sons of Jacob, by a more careful and spiritually mature Jacob this time.

Verses 28-29.  
From the words here we can tell that the father is praising the son for his life style and there is a little envy of it in old Isaac’s words. He is now partially blind and deaf, and looks back to the days of his strength and youthful energy. He longs to live now as Esau lives; he loves the great outdoors and all the blessings that nature has at it’s productive best. He loves Esau and this is a blessing that comes from love of a father to his favourite son, but God’s favourite son is Jacob, because he will come to real faith and be the true follower of Abraham. Remember the point made above, that Isaac knows that this secret blessing ceremony is wrong, and that the Lord’s will is different to his will here. Now notice the order of the blessings and their significance.


1. The Lord give thee the dew of heaven.


2. The fatness of the earth.


3. Plenty of corn.


4. Plenty of wine.


5. Let people serve you.


6. Many nations bow down before you.


7. Rule over your relatives in the extended family.


8. Let all the other “sons” and grand-sons of your mother bow to you.


9. Cursed be any who curse you.


10 Blessed be all who bless you. 

Isaac prays and prophecies here as the priest and prophet of his family before God, so this is a powerful list of things said, for it carries prophetic weight and will set the direction of his and Jacob’s people for millennia. This is why the Lord ensures Rebekah is able to take action to ensure the right man receives the blessing from the old blind prophet-priest of the clan. Refer to the BTB studies on PRIEST, and also PROPHET, PROPHECY.

Notice the order of blessings; first he cites the physical blessings associated with pastoral agriculture. It was essential for there to be good heavy dew upon the earth, and this was a sign of a balanced climate that would bring the rains in their appropriate season also. The first blessing is therefore climate based for prosperity in agriculture. 

The second involves richness of the soil so that the crops grown and the animals are heavy and large. Poor soil will produce poor crops and sick animals. The third and fourth blessings are the staples of diet; basic food and wine. Now pause and reflect upon the real nature of Esau for a minute. He was a hunter by preference; he despised the daily grind of pastoral agriculture. 

Isaac is blessing his son in such a way to try to change his preferences, to turn him from hunter to a man who can take over the farming operation. It is, when we reflect upon it a blessing that suits Jacob alone, for he is the farmer. Now reflect again, and see that Isaac wants his son Esau to have the characteristics of Jacob, and hopes by his secret blessing to impart them to him. This is not the way God works upon men, for they need first to desire change, and come humbly before Him; Esau will never do either of these things. When Esau finally is blessed, the blessing will reflect his true and his chosen nature; it will be the blessing upon a hunter and a warrior.

The fifth blessing is that he be the leader of others and that he have others serving him, rather than serving mightier people to himself. This goes even further with the sixth blessing, which asks/prophecies that nations serve him, not just individuals. This will happen at times in Israel’s history, but fully and completely only in the Millennial Kingdom. 

The seventh and eight blessings relate to his rulership over the other children/grand-children of his mother. This is Isaac’s attempt to reverse the earlier sale of the birthright to Jacob, but because it is Jacob who receives it, the blessing actually confirms that what happened on that day was a reflection of the truth. 

The ninth and tenth blessings relate to blessing by association that will be the lot of all who support and stand by Jacob, and the corresponding judgment of God that will be upon any who attack or abuse him and his descendents in any way. This will be an important part of Israel’s history and will be a major prophetic truth that Moses and the people will be challenged to hold to throughout the Exodus. Deuteronomy 32:10, Psalms 17:8, Zechariah 2:8.

Verses 30-31. 
Jacob has barely left the tent of his father when Esau arrives with his dish of meat, cooked and ready to serve. He has been out hunting and has been successful quickly, and he has cooked the meat in the field using natural herbs. He is clever and able, and ready to serve his father. He has entered the camp site quickly, gone straight for the tent, and is ready to serve his father the meal, and barely misses Jacob coming out. It has been a close run thing. He enters with confidence and announces his presence with bravado; come eat what your son has made for you! His confident assurance and excitement that he at last has the birthright blessing back is short lived.

Verses 32-33.  
Isaac sees that he has been tricked totally. He trembles with shock, anger and horror that he has been so thoroughly deceived, but he does not lose control at that point and curse Jacob. He sees that he has brought deception upon himself by the sneaky way he had gone about this, and so he will not curse his tricky son, for the blessing has been given under God’s over ruling will and he sees that at this point. I have blessed him, he says, and he is blessed. This will not be changed. Isaac wins the battle over his own pride at this point, for it would have been easy to curse and retract the blessing, but this is clearly not God’s will, and his prophetic gifting keeps him stable here. Spirituality has re-emerged through the goat stew and the wine, and he realizes that the Lord’s will has been done. Refer to the BTB DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD.

Verses 34-35.   
Esau cries aloud with a wail that pierces the air. He wails and weeps and screams at the loss he has endured here. Remember, this is a seventy year old man at this point, not a toddler, but in his heart he is still immature. He has not made his life a spirit centred life, and so he depends upon his father’s blessing to make him something, rather than recognize what he has or will become in God’s grace. 

Jacob will spiritually grow into this blessing and his children down the ages will profit from it by following the faith of their father. Esau is a man who loves self centred pleasures, and is not capable of thinking in a spiritual manner, because he refuses to go down that path at all. He pleads for a blessing from his father, of any sort at all. He just seeks to receive a blessing that will make him great without having to do too much himself! Jacob desired the place of rulership within the spiritual world of his grandfather Abraham, but Esau just wants the prosperity gospel message of wealth and power, and he wants it here and now!

Verses 36-37.  
Esau sees the truth now about the work of Jacob, and ties the two events that relate to the birthright and the blessing together. Isaac has tried to reverse the birthright sale by the secret blessing of Esau, but they have both been ankle tapped by Jacob. Esau sees that Jacob has been the ankle tapper of his success and has tripped up all the plans of his father to raise him up to rulership. He is desperate for a blessing from his father, for he sees the prophetic nature and power of such a thing, and desires something that will give him the “luck” he wants in life. 

To Esau, as to many carnal believers, and to many religious unbelievers, matters of faith are issues of lucky charms and “good luck”, or “good fortune”, being given by the divine power. They see the world in terms of the gods being able to grant that they become “lucky”, and they seek lucky charms, lucky actions, and lucky places. They want a gift of luck so that they don’t have to work so hard, and so that things come easier to them. This is a Satanic perversion of grace. 

The faith of the patriarchs and of the apostles is not a “good luck” religion, but a dynamic relationship with the Creator-Saviour, in which obedience to his commands places the believer in a place where the power of God leads them into their path for life, and ensures that in grace all things needed for their service to the Lord are provided. 

True biblical relationship with God is by faith, through the provisions of God’s grace, but obedience to the Lord’s Word is required, and an acceptance of the task of service in the midst of a world in which you must still sweat your way through each day. The Bible teaches that the curse upon the ground will be finally lifted only at the Lord’s Second Advent, but Satanic religion teaches that it is already gone, and man can relax and enjoy himself now and find lucky charms to assist! 

The patriarchal blessing here is a prophetic word of the destiny of the descendents of the men involved; it is no “charm” to ensure it happens. Prophetic words do not make an event happen, they reflect divine fore-knowledge of what will occur as the person applies the doctrines of the Word into their life, or applies the satanic doctrine of self centeredness. The blessing to Jacob accurately describes the rulership that will be Israel’s in the Millennial Kingdom, and describes many of the blessings that obedience will bring to his descendents through the centuries, as they follow the Word of God. Esau’s blessing will also prophetically speak of the destiny of his descendents.

Esau pleads for a blessing to rejoice in himself. Isaac details to him that the rulership over his house has already been given to Jacob, and he recognizes that prophetically it has been given, and cannot be taken back, for the rulership is Jacob’s. He also recognizes that the best pastoral land and the prosperity associated with that has been given to Jacob and his descendents. Canaan blessing has been given to him and his descendents. Esau cannot be promised the land of Canaan. Remember that Esau enjoyed hunting in the Negev desert and the southern lands after the deer and other wild animals; he did not enjoy the daily grind of the life of a pastoralist where care of flocks and herds occupied his time from dawn till dusk. He will be promised a destiny that reflects his life preferences and the words of Isaac will prophesy the future of his people and their inter-relationship with the sons of Jacob.

Verses 38-39.  
Esau weeps and wails again. He has all the bitterness of a man fooled, and out played by another throughout his life. He seeks a clear path for himself that will make his life worth while. He has good health, and even at his age now wants to know his destiny, and have a prophetic sense of certainty. Yet he seeks all this without a real relationship with God and without a pattern of worship that would open the doors of heaven’s true blessings for him. Isaac starts the blessing for him, and it runs a parallel course to Jacob’s, but notice the differences. He will wake up with the dew upon him. His life will be an outdoorsman, and he will live off the fat of the land, but he will not harvest great crops, he will be a hunter-gatherer and pillage other’s goods.

Verses 40-41.  
The prophetic word identifies that there is great violence at the heart of Esau’s life and the society he will establish in the southern desert lands. He will live by his sword not by his hard work and intelligence. He will be a hunter and a warrior, and he will live either by taking game, or taking people and goods. He will serve his brother and his descendents, but when he breaks free of him it will be by really terrible violence. 

Esau hated Jacob from this day and planned his death straight away, but knew he had to wait for the right moment. He was sure that his father was dying, and so would wait until his death and the mourning period was over and then kill Jacob. He is fooled by the Lord again, for Isaac has at least forty years to live on, even in his blindness and frailty. 

The history of the people of Esau, the Idumaeans or Edomites, is one of violent opposition to the Israelites, and the final prophecy regarding their rulership over Israel was terribly fulfilled in Herod the Great, who was a direct descendent of Esau. Truly the descendents of Esau drink fully the cup of his desire; they find rulership of God’s people through murder and the power of the sword alone. Refer to the BTB for the studies, CUP, HEROD, JUDGMENT – FOUR GENERATION CURSE.


1. The Edomites are defeated first by King Saul. 1 Samuel 14:47.


2. Then controlled by David. 2 Samuel 8:14.


3. Revolted again under Solomon. 1 Kings 11:14.


4. They rebelled again under King Joram and were subdued again by Amaziah. 2 Kings 14:7.


5. They finally shook off the yoke of Israel in the reign of Ahaz. 2 Kings 16:6.


6. They were finally conquered by John Hyrcanus in 129 BC, and forced to accept Judaism and all the males be circumcised.


7. Herod the Great is a Judaized Idumaean, and rules through to the birth of the Lord, with his descendents ruling until 70 AD.

Verses 42-43.  
Esau, like all lust controlled people, blurts out the words that are on his heart at the time. He screams for someone to hear that he plans to kill Jacob. This murderous hot headedness was the weakness of his people and enabled them to be controlled by the cool and calculating generals like Saul and David later. It was also the weakness, written large, in the life of Herod the Great, who in psychotic fits of irrational rage, murdered all those close to him whom he loved. In grace, Rebekah gets to know of the plan of Esau, and she has a plan to assist Jacob escape death through her brother Laban in Haran.

God ensures Jacob’s safety, just as the Lord will ensure ours as we serve him. Rebekah is told by a servant who over hears Esau’s angry outburst(s). Rebekah tells Jacob directly that Esau is going to calm himself from his rage by killing him! Notice Rebekah’s way of expressing this murderous desire of Esau. She knows her boy well. He lives in and through his emotion, and seeks actions that will sooth his emotion rather than actions that express good logical planning, or spiritual understanding. 

He is a man who will be ruled by emotions always, and such people are tyrants when they rule others, as Herod and his family would prove later. Emotion uncontrolled by reason will always bring shipwreck to the lives of all around the uncontrolled person. There is no stability in emotion. It is stabilized only by reason, and the best source of reason is the plan of God. Esau will never find this. The end result of his life style and the choices through the ages of his people, is a man like Herod the Great, Herod Antipas, and Herod Agrippa! Matthew 2:3-19, Matthew 14:1-12, Acts 12:1-2, 20-25.

Verses 44-46.  
The plan is for Jacob to flee to Haran and stay there with Rebekah’s brother Laban for “a few days”. The two families must have stayed in touch, for he would also be of a great age now, at least 110 years old, given Rebekah’s age. She must know he lives and that the family are doing well there. There must be another reason for sending him to Haran above and beyond the escape from Esau’s anger. Isaac will not believe that his son Esau was capable of murder, and so telling him of Esau’s words would not help anyone, for they would not be believed by Isaac, and would cause Esau to hate Jacob all the more. Rebekah uses the marriage of Jacob as the cover story to ensure Jacob escapes. Her desire is right for him to find a wife amongst people who believe in God’s Word and his promises, but Jacob will be sent away without the wealth that Abraham’s servant had to pay the bride price for Rebekah. 

I had speculated in the earlier Genesis volume about possible loss of fortune for Isaac, for Jacob must work for the girls rather than pay the bride price and leave the next day. Moses is telling us the story in such a way that as the story unfolds we see why Jacob was sent to Haran without adequate wealth to pay Laban. Isaac was punishing his son for his deceit, and placing him in a vulnerable position, where he would have to work his way out of trouble and into any fortune he was to have. 

In a way Isaac is testing the Lord here, to see if God will indeed prosper the way of Jacob without the wealth of his father making him great. It is a spiteful thing Isaac does, and plays into Laban’s tricky hands, but the hand of God is here, for it is in the events of the next fourteen years that Jacob will be transformed from a tricky man into a prince of the Lord God. The prophetic word will be shown to be correct, for the Lord will prosper the way of Jacob, and the inheritance of his father, when it comes to him forty years later, simply makes him wealthier; he is not depending upon it. 

Also reflect for a minute upon Jacob’s age at this point. He is a fit and very healthy 77 years of age. He hasn’t married, nor suggested marriage before to his parents. Why not? Has he been so busy with his own schemes and plans? Moses does not tell us anything about why this great delay, but Jacob’s easy taking of multiple wives later may be an indication of what lies behind Rebekah’s words about the “daughters of Heth causing her to be weary of life”. 

Jacob may not have been living a completely moral life through this time; at worst he has been casual with sex, at very least he may have been showing romantic interest in the Hittite women. Rebekah is greatly worried about the Hittite women living around them, and she ties her concern to Jacob. These women would be no concern if Jacob had no interest at all in them. Moses is silent about all this, but Jacob’s story is one of redemption and transformation, and there may be a great deal going on here behind the scenes that caused Rebekah concern about the Abrahamic line of promise continuing through Jacob. 

Time is running out for Jacob; Rebekah fears for him and the line of promise. He has been casual about living his life, and has not seriously considered the Abrahamic Covenant and it’s obligations upon himself to be obedient to the plan of God for him. Although he has lived in a different way to Esau, he has not been 100% in the Lord’s will. All this will change as the Lord moves him out of the comfortable tent of his father and mother to sleep on the rocks of the roadside. James 4:13-17.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Do not try to out think God. Isaac tries to plot and plan to ensure his favourite son is changed in his nature and given the blessing that he seeks for him. God does not work that way, for our children are blessed only as they follow us in obedience to the Word and Will of God. Let us ensure that we set the right example and then we can leave the blessing of our children to the Lord who leads them as he leads us.

2.
Israel’s blessing runs through the millennia and will find it’s complete fulfilment in the Millennial Kingdom. We need to remember the principle of blessing by association with Israel, and ensure we stand with God’s people always. Satan’s main strategy is the destruction of the Jewish people, and all who love God and his Word need to stand firmly against this evil. In the Great Tribulation it is important that the believers then stand with the Jewish refugees of every nation and feed and hide them, for that is their own deliverance, and the true evidence of their own salvation. Matthew 10:40-42, 25:31-46.

3.
Esau’s destiny is destruction and death. Self centeredness always leads to those destinations! Esau has made his life direction choice, and most of his descendents will follow him on the path to destruction. Matthew 7:13-14. Just yesterday there was the announcement that archaeologists have found Herod the Great’s tomb in the fortress palace of Herodium. It is interesting that in these last days we are reminded of Esau through his greatest of descendents. Let us remember the choices men make and their eternal consequences, for this man, buried in such pomp and ceremony, awaits the Lake of Fire in Hell today. Luke 16:19-31, Revelation 20:11-15.

4.
Jacob’s story is a story of redemption and total transformation. He will make more mistakes and his sexual lust weakness leads to multiple wives and all the conflict that such things bring amongst his sons, but God’s grace will be the dominant force in his life by the end. He will become the founder of the nation and the patriarch who sees his people enter Egypt for their formative national experience. 


He will move from supplanter of his brother to the prince of God. If there is hope for a 77 year old play boy and con artist there is hope for all men and women. Let us remember that the Lord our God is the Saviour, and all who still breathe can be saved and transformed into the image of Christ. Our task is to deliver the truth about the Grace Gospel of God’s transforming power.

DOCTRINES

PRIEST – see page 31

CUP

1. The content of the cup or vessel forms the basis for every Biblical analogy.

2. Divine discipline of a nation. (Isaiah 51:17, Jeremiah 25:15-18). In these passages the nation drinks the goblet of God's wrath. A nation is disciplined for rebellion.

3. Blessing from God. (Psalm 23:5) "my cup runneth over" The cup was always full for the widow and Elijah.

4. Salvation (Psalm 116:13). In the cup of salvation free will is involved, faith drinks, disbelief rejects.

5. Sins of the world. Jesus Christ used his own free will when he went to the cross and bore the sins of the world. As he drank them God the Father poured out his wrath on Jesus. (1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Matthew 20:22, 26:39,42)

6. A remembrance of the cross in the Church Age. (1 Corinthians 11:25-27) the Lord's table.

7. Satanic Doctrine which people willingly receive. (1 Corinthians 10:21)

8. Anti Semitism (Zechariah 12:2) God disciplines the Jews himself. Do not get in God's way.

9. The religious system of the beast. (Revelation 14:9-11, Revelation 18:3)

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

1. Three categories of will in history

a) Divine will (sovereignty)

b) Angelic will.

c) Human will.

2. Main areas of the will of God (1 John 3:23)

a) For the unbeliever - salvation (2 Peter 3:9)

b) For the believer - spirituality (Ephesians 5:18)

3. Christ has free will (Matthew 26:42, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

a) No free will in mankind would imply no free will in Christ.

b) The basic principles of divine guidance however is based on the fact that man possesses free will to choose for or against God.

4. Type of will of God as related to the human race (e.g. Balaam)

a) Directive (Numbers 22:12) -what God directs.

b) Permissive (Numbers 22:20) - What God allows

c) Overruling (Numbers 23) - When God overrules

5. Principles of Guidance

a) Knowledge of biblical principles in the believer (Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:1-6, Isaiah 58:11, Romans 12:2)

b) Surrender and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 John 1:9)

c) Growth - to eat meat and not rely on milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)

6. Categories of the will of God

a) Viewpoint will of God - What does He want me to think?

b) Operational will of God - What does He want me to do?

c) Geographical will of God - Where does He want me to be?

7. An example of the will of God (Acts 11) - the Guidance of Peter

a) Guidance through prayer (vs 5)

b) Guidance through the mind (vs 6)

c) Guidance through the word (vs 7-10)

d) Guidance through providential circumstances (vs 11)

e) Guidance through the filling of the Spirit (vs 12)

f) Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data (vs 13-15)

g) Guidance through remembering Scripture (vs 16)

JUDGMENT:  FOUR GENERATION CURSE 

1. General Scripture (Exodus 20:4-6)

2. A believer without God's Word is in the position of hating the Lord as no believer can love God without the Word of God.

3. There are two kinds of people who hate God.

a) Unbelievers - those who have rejected the word at salvation.

b) Believers who reject the Word of God even though they are loved by God.

4. In this scripture the discipline goes to the 3rd or 4th generation but only if each generation rebels against God. The purpose of discipline is to focus the unbeliever's attention on Christ.

a) Generation I - God disciplines where there is rebellion against Him.

b) Generation II - God disciplines again but there must be rebellion in that generation.

c) Generation III - If there is rebellion he punishes again.

d) Generation IV - Where there is rebellion he punishes again but after the fourth generation a change occurs because if not there would be no perpetuation of the human race.

5. Should any of the generations believe in Christ, God's cursing is turned to blessing.

6. "And showing mercy unto thousands" -- Exodus 20:6

In each generation God does not visit the sins of the fathers on the children without their involvement in rebellion. Each generation stands on its own and is responsible for its own sins.

7. EXAMPLE - THE HERODIAN LINE

a) 1st GENERATION - Herod the Great (Matthew 2)  He was an unbeliever who had every chance to receive Christ as Saviour, he killed 3 of his own sons, attempted to kill the Lord Jesus Christ at Bethlehem and died miserably. As a young man he was a great athlete, very handsome and a great ruler. He degenerated and died in misery.

b) 2nd GENERATION - Herod the Fox (Matthew 14)  Herod who married his niece Herodias. Both had every chance to be saved. They came face to face with John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ. Both rejected the gospel which was presented to them. Both died miserably in exile in Spain.

c) 3rd GENERATION - Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12)  Agrippa heard the gospel and rejected it. He was responsible for the martyrdom of James and had ordered the death of Peter, though Peter escaped. Agrippa died in a very miserable manner as an unbeliever.

d) 4th GENERATION - Herod Agrippa II (Acts 24,25)  Agrippa and his two sisters who represent the 4th generation heard and rejected the gospel from Paul. They died in a very dramatic and unusual way. The Herodian line eventually disappeared as the last members of the family were killed in Pompeii when Vesuvius erupted in AD 78

HEROD

1. SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:1-19.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Herod was the greatest non-Roman of his time. Herod was an unbeliever who had a great effect on the life of Jesus Christ. Herod was the son of Antipas II who was in armed conflict with the last of the Hazmanean dynasty, a dynasty founded by Judas Macabbeas in 163 BC. Herod, from Idumea, lived in Petra, learning how to make money from the Nabateans who had discovered the way of sailing to India using the monsoons. He became very rich, When his father was assassinated by the Hazmaneans, Herod ascended the Jewish throne. At 26 he was described as tall, handsome, very athletic and a great conversationalist as well as being very charming. He was a great hunter, wrestler and bowman yet never as a young man did he have a statue or coin made in his likeness as this would have offended the Jews. 

His concern for the Jews had been shown early in his reign in feeding them at his own expense for two years. The Jews repaid him by revolting against him. Herod was in the forefront of the political scene, backing Cassius and Brutus after the assassination of Julius Caesar in 15th March of 44 BC. They were defeated by Augustus at the battle of Philippi in 42 BC. He then backed Marc Anthony against Augustus. Marc Anthony was defeated at the battle of Actium in 31 BC. Herod, however, was confirmed as King of the Jews. After Augustus had been established on the throne of Rome, Herod was able to concentrate on pacifying his own country, including removing bandits from the caves of Galilee, thus preparing the area in which Jesus would grow up. Herod was the greatest builder of his day. He developed a standing army, the infantry being made up of Greeks and Celts with the cavalry coming from his homeland Idumea. He set up forts from Damascus to the Negev on top of the highest mountains, allowing for excellent communications across his kingdom. Four of these forts were within signalling distance of Jerusalem including one which was six kilometres from Bethlehem. In the last decade of his life, Herod became physically and mentally ill. He became paranoid about plots against his throne which culminated in his reaction when the Magi asked him where the baby born King of the Jews was to be found. Jesus was born some 18 months before the death of Herod, which occurred in the northern spring of 4 BC.

3. EVALUATION

a) In Matthew 2 the Magi came from Babylon seeking the King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1).

b) Herod was shocked by the Magi's question as he had not been born King of the Jews. He had, through his father, assumed power by coup d'etat (Matthew 2:2,3).

c) The ruler shared his concern (Matthew 2:3).

d) He called the religious leaders together (Matthew 2:4) and demanded where the Christ child should be born.

e) His religious advisers tell him Bethlehem of Judea (Matthew 2:5,6) as this had been given in Micah 5:2. It's location was specified as there was Bethlehem of Zebulun in Galilee (Joshua 19:15,16).

f) Herod sent them to Bethlehem asking to report back (Matthew 2:8).

g) The Magi are given divine revelation that they should return to Babylon by a different route (Matthew 2:12).

h) Herod's worship is seen in the systematic slaughter of the young children in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16) aged two years and under.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God uses unbelievers in His plan. God rules and controls (Romans 9:17; Proverbs 8:15,16).

b) God's history plan will continue despite the absolute opposition of the leadership of the country (Job 12:21).

c) Herod had a tremendous opportunity to seek the Christ child and find salvation. Instead he tried to eliminate the Messiah.

d) Physical strength, mental ability and charm in youth can degenerate in later life to create utter misery (Ecclesiastes 12:1-6).

e) Spiritual beauty lasts forever, and should mature with age (1 Corinthians 13:13).

f) Power and position are not a source of happiness. Power corrupts. Position can become a source of pride (Isaiah 1:23; Amos 5:12).

g) God can miraculously protect believers even from powerful rulers. The Magi escaped even though Herod's communication system was the finest in the world (Daniel 6:23).

PROPHECY

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in Scripture. In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even thought they were not full time prophets. Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied:

[a]. - Aaron was a preacher Exodus 7:1

[b] - In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth. Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5,

[c] - As revivalists they were to call people to repentance. Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12.

[d] - They were to oppose apostasy  so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse. 1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15 Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11. 

[e] - They were encouragers of the people. Ezra 5:2.

[f] - They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people. 1 Samuel 10:5.

[g] -They led in prayer at worship. 2 Chronicles 32:20.

[h] - They were the advisers to the kings and they were associated with coronations. 1 Samuel 10:1, 1 Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5, 2 Chronicles 12:6, 15:2-7.

[i] - They were spiritual advisers or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions. 1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29, 2 Chronicles 19:2, 33:18, 2 Kings 17:13, Isaiah 29:10,  

[j] - They were fore-tellers of significant future events. 2 Samuel 7:5-16, Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14, and many more. 

[k] - God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation. As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the great prophet". Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5,6, Matthew 21:11, Luke 7:16, 8:18-20, 24:19,23-26, John 7:40,41.

3. The Methodology of the prophets. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

[a] - The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses. Deuteronomy  34:10-12.

[b] - God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions. God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception. Numbers 12:6-7.

[c]. - The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it. 1 Kings 22:13,14, 2 Kings 5:8.

[d] - There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God. Jeremiah 23:25-29.

[e] - The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally. 2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13.

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day. Jeremiah 2:8, Ezekiel 13:1-23.

Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about. Matthew 7:15-23.   

Note The Lord's Words here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to:- 

No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words.

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the Scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.

False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching. Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil. Hosea 4:5,6, 9:7,8.

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy.

[a] - The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God. Jeremiah 23:33-36,    2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32.

[b] - The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God. Deuteronomy 13:1-5.

[c] - The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested. Deuteronomy 18 : 20 - 22,  Jeremiah 28 : 9.

[d] - Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false.  Jeremiah 8:10.

[e] - Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false. Micah 2:11.

[f]  Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife, etc in their life , they were false! Jeremiah 23 : 11.

[g] - If they were found only in groups they were probably false, as God's prophets were men alone. 1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22.

[h] - Does the prophecy accord with Scripture (this is more than just not contradict)? 1 Corinthians 14:37,38, 2 Kings 23:2. 

PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  

In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  

Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).

e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).

g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  

Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. 

No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. 

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  

False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

Notes
GENESIS CHAPTERS 28-30  - THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JACOB
INTRODUCTION

Isaac has grown old and is blind and he thinks, as does the family, that he is going to die. This however will not happen until over forty years later. It was traditional at such a time to openly call in your children and given them a formal, public, farewell blessing. Isaac has clearly been in prayer and seen fully the spiritual nature of the events recorded in chapter 27. He calls his son Jacob in to give him a blessing. This is the oral and formal passing on of spiritual heritage and the responsibilities that go with it. The private blessing ceremony he had planed for Esau has been foiled by God, and so Isaac now formally blesses Jacob and passes on the Abrahamic blessing and promise to him. Refer to the BTB study DYING GRACE.

God has overruled and blesses Jacob even though at this point he is one of the worst characters in the Bible. The way the Lord blesses Jacob should however be a warning to us all, as He will put him through great testing, and will discipline him significantly to bring him to the place where he can be spiritually used. 

Moses makes clear the biblical principle, that you will not get by with sin or slackness if you are a child of God, but will be disciplined. Hebrews 12:1-13. In his life experiences and through his multiple marriages he received great discipline. His sin was the sin of pride; he thought he was pretty special, instead of living in the promises of the Word of God, and allowing God to make him special. 1 Peter 5:6-9.

In Genesis 27:46 ‑ 28:5  it is recorded that both Rebekah and Isaac are in a low ebb spiritual with Rebekah worried about her son because he is considering marrying the daughters of the Canaanites. Isaac in his blessing tells him not to take a wife from the pagans.  

The formal blessing is given in verses 4 and 5 where the blessing to Abraham is reiterated. Moses is recording the details he had before him in an editor’s way; telling the story in such a way as to underline the spiritual principles that will find their ultimate fulfilment in the Law he receives on Sinai. He shows us the grace of God in action with Jacob, for he will be transformed by God’s work upon his life, whereas his brother will not ever be changed, because he chooses to live a life unencumbered by morality and truth!

ESAU

Esau acts in verse 6 to try to gain favour and position in the family, and answer the concerns his parents have expressed regarding the Hittite wives he has. He is trying to do things to upstage his brother who has been told in verse 5 to go to relatives of his mother in Syria where he would find a wife. Esau thought that, if his brother is going to marry into his mother's family, that he would marry into the family of his uncle Ishmael, the son of grand father Abraham. By doing this, his blood relationship with Abraham is strengthened and he believes he will have moved up the ladder of success and status within the family. God has a different sort of ladder that will be revealed in this chapter, to the ladder of success that Esau dreams up in his plan for an “Abrahamic marriage”.

He is trying to go one better than Jacob. However Isaac and Rebekah have told Jacob to marry a believer by going to Haran. This shows that it is not the physical relationship to Abraham that matters, it is the spiritual heart of the wife that matters, for her and her children to inherit the blessings of Abraham. 

In the church today you will find a lot of people who are trying to be seen to be doing what they consider to be the right thing, whereas they are doing the wrong thing. If you want to do something spiritual for the Lord they want to upstage you, but their choice of impressive action will illustrate their carnality, their worldly thinking. They are either unbelievers, or carnal believer, but either way they have no spiritual discernment. Marrying a physical relative/cousin is not the issue for these men, marrying a person with similar spiritual background is. Moses sees the vital need for believers to marry only within their own spiritual group and this is strongly reinforced in the Mosaic Law by direct order of the Lord. Exodus 34:10-17, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.

JACOB’S LADDER

In verses 11‑22 Jacob heads north and has a dream with rocks as a pillow in a rather desolate place. He dreams of what becomes known as “Jacob's Ladder” with the Lord Jesus Christ standing at the top of the ladder and angels ascending and descending. It is, as we will see actually the “Lord’s Ladder”.

A number of principles flow from this. There is no God forsaken place on earth, it does not matter where you are God is there, even in a desert place with rocks for your pillow. God is interested in you, you are his, he is yours, and He is everywhere. God also is in contact with man, He is not remote but involved directly and indirectly in mans situation. No believer is ever forsaken or alone.   This is a powerful message to us in what feels like an increasingly pagan world.  God is with us everywhere he requires we walk.  Let us walk with Him in prayerfulness. Psalms 3 – 7. 
Jacob has a lot to learn. As an immature believer he is surprised by all this. Jacob does not deserve this special treatment from God, but then neither do we. God reveals Himself to Jacob and the promise to Abraham is reiterated to him. He has gained the blessing of Abraham by entering into a relationship with God. We also receive the blessings of God by entering into the plan of God by faith in Christ.

BETHEL

Jacob recognizes this as a place where he has seen God and using his pillow of stones he makes an altar. He calls the place Bethel, the house of God. He is an immature believer and does not understand yet that the whole world is the house of God. In addition, having just received the Abrahamic promise from Isaac, and then from the Lord, which is a certain promise for it rests upon the basis of God's character, Jacob makes a vow and pledges a tithe to God, if God keeps His promise. 

Jacob says, in effect, that if the Lord keeps him alive so that he can return to his family, then the Lord can be his God. What a confused baby believer he is. There is a lot of encouragement here, for the story recorded as it was by Moses is meant to stabilize us in our baby like faith at times, where instead of faith, we try to make deals with God.

There are however many people who are doing this type of thing as a pattern for faith in the church. They think that they can do deals with God; that if they give a certain amount to the church, then God will bless them on a percentage basis depending on what they have give! Moses will underline the biblical truth; that God blesses us in Christ Jesus, on the basis of his grace character, not because of who we are, and what we can do, or have done apparently “for him”. We are blessed by God because of who God is, what he has done, and our position, by grace through faith, in Christ Jesus. We are all blessed in grace, as we should, from what we have done, receive only judgment from Him. 

Moses will make it clear that the correct response of the genuine believer to the Lord, is to say, that we are His servants and wish to know Him more and more, and serve him more and more. The Jacob’s in our congregations are numerous and need to understand grace. Our task before the Lord is to teach truth, so that they may be transformed by the Holy Spirit. Jacob becomes Israel – so there is hope for every modern Jacob!

LEAH, RACHEL, ZILPAH, AND BILHAH 

In chapter 29:1‑14 Jacob gets close to Haran and sees a well. Jacob sees this beautiful woman and is out to impress her (Rachel). However in Laban he meets his match in trickery and deal making. Laban had two daughters, Leah who was plain in appearance, and her younger beautiful sister Rachel. Jacob wanted to wheel and deal with the Lord, and the Lord disciplined him in exactly that way, so that he could learn spiritual lessons. Jacob does not follow the spiritual example of his father’s servant, but works a deal with Laban, rather than walking in prayer all the way and receiving the girls on the basis of God’s will and grace.

The Lord will use different types of people to train His people. You are a blood bought sinner and God will go to the ends of the earth to teach you how to do things properly even if it means bringing you close to the sin unto death. Jacob worked for seven years for Rachel but was given Leah and her handmaid by means of trickery after a good feast. Laban falls back on tradition and says that the elder must be married before the younger so Jacob works another 7 years for Rachel. In the midst of all this God looks after Jacob in grace, while teaching him over this fourteen years the lesson, that works is always a second best option. 

However Jacob is going to limp through his entire life because he needs a permanent reminder that he walks and has his being only through the grace of God and not by things he can do. This is a warning against pride. As a pastor you have the honour and privilege to share your faith with others, you do not do great things for God, at best he does great things with you in the power of the Spirit. At worst you do great things in your own strength, and they are all wood, hay and stubble in God’s sight; fit only for the bonfire! 1 Corinthians 3:10-15. 

We must learn the lessons that Jacob learns or our life’s work will go up in smoke in eternity and there will be no rewards with which to bless the Lord.  Refer to the BTB, CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS on page 23.

Many try to run the local church their way and then hold a meeting and ask the Lord to bless their plans. As you go through the Scriptures you will find many people who do the right thing with the right motive but in the wrong way and God says “stop”. Remember pastor, it is not our church, it is the Lord's church. Do not try and out manoeuvre people in the church, but rather simply teach them the Word, or you will end up with a Laban on the committee. Jacob is going to become Israel after he has learned this principle and we free up the church to move forward in the Lord’s will by learning to walk in the Spirit, rather than the deal making of the flesh. Refer to the BTB  - HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING on page 4

A TURBULENT MARRIED LIFE

Jacob initially loves one woman, Rachel, more than the other, and then later he prefers Leah, and then has a love-hate relationship with both women. He had a very turbulent married life. Leah has a number of children, Rachel has none and therefore Rachel hates and envies Leah. By the time he has four sons he has learnt to love Leah. Rachel becomes envious and angry.   It is a mess and violence and deceit in the family is the norm here, and the legacy of these two women’s rivalry and Jacob’s favouritism is the break up of Israel into two nations and then the destruction of the majority of the descendants of all but those of Judah, Benjamin and Levi.
In chapter 30 it becomes even more complicated. Rachel says that if she does not have children she will die and so gives her slave girl to Jacob, which is a repeat performance of Abram, Hagar and Sarai. He is angry with Rachel for accusing him of the blame for her childlessness, and asks her, "Am I God?", and points out that he is able to have children with others, as he has demonstrated. 

Remember, more than one wife/husband was never God’s plan for mankind, and will always create grief for all concerned; yet even in discipline there can be blessing if all involved look only to the Lord. In the midst of this very dysfunctional family we will find hope and salvation eventually. Refer to BTB study of GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE - POLYGAMY 

As a minister if you have to counsel couples who cannot have children, you should strongly turn them away from self centred reasoning to seek the Lord’s path through their problem. Even if their infertility is caused by early promiscuity or sexually transmitted disease, as believers now you can assure them that they have not been disciplined by God, and that the Lord can work all things out now for his glory. They must seek his path for their lives, with or without children. 

We must recall Jeremiah’s, Ezekiel’s and Paul’s life experience without children, for they were able to fulfil the Lord’s path only because they were unencumbered by children, and that in many areas those without the responsibility of children can do things for the Lord which others cannot do. If the couple are meant to be together, then they need to seek the Lord’s will for their lives, and it may not be children. 

You need to challenge them to believe God and His Word and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, not on the path to the local fertility clinic. If you want something from God, and he does not give it to you, there is a reason why He is withholding it from you, and you are to be encouraged to claim Romans 8:28 and keep moving spiritually forward. On the path the Lord has for us we will find all things we need.

Rachel's servant girl gives birth to Dan whose name indicates that Rachel feels vindicated. Next is Naphtali meaning struggle, telling us that she is sees herself as competing with Leah. Leah now produces Gad meaning “a troop”, indicating her mind set also, in effect saying to her sister, “I've got so many it's an army”. He is followed by Asher, meaning happy, indicating that she is content now that she has well and truly beaten her sister in the fertility stakes. 

Meanwhile Jacob is wandering from bed to bed, enjoying himself, but not dealing with the growing conflict. He is being blessed, but he is also being judged. He is having lots of sex, but he is having no peace. He is getting love and sex from these women, but his house is becoming a battlefield.

As believers if we make a deliberate decision to go into a sin, the Lord may let us advance down that foolish self chosen path, and we will have our fill of it until we finally are sated by it to the point of nausea. Jacob will be allowed to advance down the path, because this is what he wants, and God will bless him in grace, and also discipline him by the simple consequences of his actions. 

Moses sees this clearly, and spells it out in these chapters for his own people. An example of this same problem within the Exodus generation is when they got tired of manna and demanded meat. They were given so much that it putrefied and they became sick. God had given them manna and quails early on as a sign, but they were to advance only with the manna daily, but they fell into lusting for meat. Exodus 16:4-14, Numbers 11:4-10, 31-34. 

The Lord disciplines them in and through the results of following their lust. Jacob is wrong 100% of the time in this chapter. Moses tells the story to really make it clear that God is neither supporting promiscuity nor polygamy. If you talk to someone who is very promiscuous you will find that they are empty and feel defiled, are not satisfied, and finally they seek lasting, loving intimacy. Do not envy those who are having a lot of sex with different people; for they are simply fat pigs heading for the spit of their own making. 

The judgment of God is on Jacob all through this time, just as it is on all who think they can second guess God, and get away with sin. Moses reminds us here in this chapter that God demands our obedient walk in his path, and any other path will be covered with our bitter tears.

Notes

CHAPTER 28

GENESIS 28:1-10

“And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.  2  Arise, go to Padanaram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daughers of Laban thy mother's brother. 3  And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people; 4  And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 5  And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padanaram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. 6  When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padanaram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughers of Canaan; 7  And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padanaram; 8  And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father; 9  Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife. 10  And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.”

REFLECTION

Isaac will formally and publicly bless Jacob. He formally recognizes that this is the son to inherit the blessing of Abraham, and makes that realization clear to all by reciting the blessing aloud for all to hear in Jacob’s presence. Esau is probably here at this ceremony, as would all the senior members of the household, for it is formal recognition of his rulership of the household after Isaac’s death. Jacob is then sent away to find a wife in Haran, from the family of Laban. He is sent away however without the money to pay the bride price for the wife. 

As was noted in the previous chapter, Isaac is recognizing Jacob as his heir before God, but he is determined to punish him also, and make the path a hard one. On the generous side, perhaps Isaac sees that his arrogant son needs to work harder and play less in order to depend more on the Lord his God. It will be a long time before he really learns these lessons.

Verses 1-2. 
Isaac acts in accordance with the direction and correction of the Lord his God. He calls Jacob in for the formal blessing and he blesses him. This would have been a surprise to Jacob I suspect, given his deceit of his father just before hand. It formally sets him apart as leader of the clan after Isaac’s death and perhaps was designed to try to “flush out” Esau’s malice. It could have been that this ceremony was partly done for Isaac to watch his son Esau’s reaction to it. 

Esau certainly reacts, but not with anger towards Jacob, but with the desire to please his elderly parents by a new and, he believes, a more appropriate marriage. It may be also that Esau’s hatred of Jacob has been dissipated now by his own blessing which sums up his life choice anyway. Certainly Jacob still fears him, as we will see below, but Esau does not appear to deeply hate his brother any more from this point onwards, even though his own mother does not trust him.

Verses 3-4.  
Isaac strongly repeats the Abrahamic blessing over Jacob, with the strong emphasis upon it being the work of God, not the work of Jacob to fulfil the blessing. In the very stating of the blessing he underlines the importance of Jacob walking closely with his God. 

The name of God used, “God Almighty” reminds Jacob that he doesn’t have to work things out himself, but depend upon the Lord alone, who has the power to direct, provide and over-rule when required. Moses sees the significance of the many names of God, and the Lord’s use of different names to emphasize different things, and that the emphasis for the life of Jacob is to trust God alone to direct his path and build his house.  Exodus 6:2-8, Psalms 127:1-5.

The Canaan blessing of permanent tenure is passed on to Jacob. He is reminded that he will remain a sojourner in the land, but his descendents will inherit the Abrahamic promise. Genesis 12:1-3, 7, 15:5-7, 17:6-8, 22:17-18, Psalms 72:17-19. The day will come when, as the Psalmist records the main name of the Lord will be “the Lord, the God of Israel”. 

Jacob will become Israel and the Lord will be known for the mighty work he does in his transforming of this dysfunctional man and building a nation from his sons. Salvation and spiritual growth will transform this man and his sons, just as God’s grace transforms us today. Psalms 105:2-15, Romans 4:7-8, 17-18, Hebrews 11:9-13. Refer to the BTB studies, JACOB – PATRIARCH on page 9 and COVENANTS – ABRAHAMIC, PALESTINIAN, and also GOD – NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD below.

Verses 5-9. 
Esau thinks in purely human terms, and thinks that blood relationship rather than spirituality is the issue for marriage, so he looks around for a dynastic marriage that will be better than the one Jacob makes in Haran, and one that he can consummate faster than Jacob will have the chance to. 

He looks to move with speed to position himself in a stronger place than his brother. He seeks rulership by dynastic marriage. He seeks direct Abrahamic connection rather than the more distant descendents of Nahor, Abraham’s brother. He still seeks his parent’s approval, even though he is nearly eighty. This is a man who has not grown up spiritually enough to see that if he only followed the God of his grand father Abraham, then he would be blessed by God and by his relatives. 

Jacob is still carnal, and will remain a man with a sexual weakness for a long time, but his journey will lead to a close encounter with God that will continue the process of change within him. He has much suffering to face on the road, due to his sexual pre-occupations; the sexual sin of Reuben, the rape of his only daughter Dinah, then the deceitful, murderous cruelty of Simeon and Levi to the Shechemites, the death of his beloved Rachel, then the deceit of his sons regarding the “loss” of Joseph, and finally the rigors of a great famine. Let none say that he “got by” with his sexual behaviours! We end this section with Jacob leaving on his journey to Haran to seek his wife and his fortune.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
When we see that we have made an error, we are not to weep and wail over the error, but seek the Lord’s next required action, in obedience to his plan to bring blessing through our next step on God’s path. Few mistakes or errors of judgment need be fatal, but the believer needs to quickly recognize the path of the Lord for them, and get back in fellowship. If we are alive at the end of a time of foolishness, let us confess our sins, praise the God of Grace, and move back into active, obedient, spiritual life.

2.
God’s blessing is not withdrawn unless we persist in carnality and refuse to be in the only place where the blessing can flow. Jacob will go through great suffering due to his carnality but he will be blessed, and his children will not be judged for the circumstances of their birth into a polygamous household. 


Many today get side tracked because of their illegitimate births, or the poverty and disgrace of their family of origin. In Christ we are a “New Creation”, and we have become members of the Royal Family of Heaven. We never need hang our head concerning our birth or previous circumstances, nor do we need to acquire wealth and power, or dynastic marriage, before man to gain respect. Our respect flows from our relationship with the Lord, and that is to be the sole focus for our decision making in this brief sojourn upon the earth.

3.
In this world there is a daily battle between worldliness and spirituality, repented here by the viewpoint of Isaac and that of his son Esau. Our challenge daily is to see things God’s way, rather than be pre-occupied with the things of this world, and the viewpoint that depends upon what we see with our eyes alone. Let us ensure that the Lord’s words to us are more important than what we see with our eyes.

DOCTRINES

GOD:  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit  Matthew 28:19,20.  These titles emphasise the function of each member of the Trinity.

a) Father - the sovereign authority, who decreed the plan of salvation

b) Son - the obedient Son, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin according to the Father's will

c) Holy Spirit - the one who reveals the Son to mankind, thereby bringing honour and glory to Him

2. At the Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5.  The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST

1. We have a position with Christ rather than a position with the cosmos system. We are separated from the world and are different from them. We have a new position in Christ  - Ephesians 2:6

2. We have a new position of partnership with Christ, we are never alone. - Colossians 3:4, John 17. We have a communion with him. He says that he will never put us in a situation without a way of escape. The way of escape is through Christ.

3. We are workers together with God, we are in his service - 2 Corinthians 3:9, 1:9, 6:1

4. We are ministers of a new covenant, we have a new message to man. 1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

5. We are ambassadors for Christ - 2 Corinthians 5:20

6. We are living epistles, we are letters to a lost and unsaved world. Our lives should be such that Christ should be read from the book of our lives. Our life and lips should tell of Christ and Him alone.

7. We are members of the Royal family - Galatians 6:10, 1 Peter 2:9

8. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:

a) We are in the Father, he is in us - Ephesians 4:6, 

b) We are in Christ - John 14:20, 

c) He is in us - Colossians 1:26, 

d) We are in the Spirit and he is in us - Romans 8:9. 

e) We are united forever to God. 

f) We are not part of a universal soul. That is new age. 

g) We have been entered into a living union with a personal God.

9. We are members of his body, branches of his vine, living stones, his building, sheep of his fold, part of his bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

COVENANT:  ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

1. Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) founds the nation of Israel

2. It is confirmed with Abraham with emphasis on the land (Genesis 13:14-18), the spiritual seed (Genesis 15:1-6) and its everlasting quality (Genesis 17:6-8).

3. It is an unconditional covenant - God will fulfil it.  (God caused Abraham to fall asleep as He ratified the covenant alone Genesis 15:12-18)

4. The seven-fold covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) is fulfilled as follows:-

a) PROMISE "And I will make of thee a great nation.

FULFILLMENT  Jews (Genesis. 13:16; John 8:37), Arabs (Genesis. 17:20),  In Christ (Romans 4:16-17, 9:7-8; Galatians 3:7,29).

b) PROMISE "I will bless thee". 

FULFILLMENT To Abraham (Genesis 13:14-17, 15:18-21. 24:35), To believers in Christ (Genesis 15:6; John 8:56)

c) PROMISE "And make thy name great.

FULFILLMENT  Abraham is renowned, not only in Christianity but also in Judaism and with the Moslems.

d) PROMISE "And thou shalt be a blessing.

FULFILLMENT  With the work of fulfilment of Abraham's seed, Jesus Christ, he was a blessing. (Galatians 3:13,14).

e) PROMISE "And I will bless them that bless thee.

FULFILLMENT  This is seen in the rise of many nations eg Britain in the 19th century, the rise of the USA.

f) PROMISE "And curse him that curseth thee.

FULFILLMENT The decline of nations such as the Spanish Empire after the Armada, the fall of Nazi Germany, the fall of the Czars of Russia, the decline of Egypt at the Exodus. Scriptural examples:(Deuteronomy 30:7; Isaiah 14:1-2; Joel 3:1-8; Micah 5:7-9; Haggai 2:22; Zechariah 14. 1-3; Matthew 25:40-46).

g) PROMISE "In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

FULFILLMENT  The whole world can be blessed through Jesus, the son of Abraham. (John 8:56-58; Galatians 3:16).

5. It is clear that the we should support the Jew as it is a sure means of enjoying divine blessing.

COVENANT:  PALESTINIAN COVENANT

1. The Palestinian Covenant deals with the Jews controlling an area of land in the Middle East which was unconditionally given to Abraham. It should be noted that the Jews have never possessed the land as specified, but will do so during the Millennium. (Deuteronomy 30:1-9, Isaiah 11:10-12, Jeremiah 23:3-8, Ezekiel 37:21-25).

2. The Palestinian Covenant gives:

a) Dispersion for disobedience (v 1) (Deuteronomy 28:63-68).

b) The future repentance of Israel (v 2).

c) The return of the Lord (v 3) (Amos 9:9-14; Acts 15:14-17).

d) Restoration to the land (v 5) (Isaiah 11:11,12; Jeremiah 23:3-8; Ezekiel 37:21-25).

e) National conversion (v 6) (Romans 11:26-27; Joel 2:14-16).

f) Judgment of Israel's enemies (v 7) Joel 3:1 -8).

g) National prosperity (v 9) (Amos 9:11-15).

3. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

1. Definition.

All believers of the Church Age belong to a unique system of royalty.  Revelation 1:6. This royalty is based on spiritual principles of Bible doctrine. While regeneration has occurred in every generation since the beginning of time, it is only the believers of 
the Church Age who form this eternal nobility.

2. Basis of royalty in the Church Age.

a. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis of royalty.  Acts 1:5; Romans 6:3,4 

b. No believer before or after the Church Age receives at salvation the baptism of the Holy Spirit; it is peculiar 
to this Age of history. Colossians 1:25,26

c. In every dispensation, the believer is regenerated by the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age the Holy Spirit  also baptises the believer into the Body of Christ. I Corinthians 12:13

3. Precedent for Royalty.

a. The order or battalion of Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent. Hebrews  5:6,10

b. However, Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem, while Jesus Christ was born Royalty in the line of David. Matthew 1

c. Through the baptism of the Spirit, every believer is entered into union with Christ; hence, believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Colossians 1:18

d. As a member of the Body of Christ, every believer of the Church Age is eternally and personally related to the King of Kings. Galatians 3:26-29

d. When the Body of Christ is completed, the Church Age terminates with the resurrection or the Rapture, at which time the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.  Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 4:16-18

e. During the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared for, "Operation Footstool", the second phase of Christ's strategic victory, when all enemies are put under His feet.  Heb 1:13

4. Sign of Royalty.

a. The sign of royalty is the unprecedented universal indwelling, of the Holy Spirit. I Corinthians 6:19-20

b. The purpose of this indwelling is to glorify Jesus Christ. John 7:37-39

5. Security of Royalty.

a. The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees the eternal security of the believer. Ephesians 1:13,14

b. Positional sanctification places every believer in the "palace" (heaven) forever.  Ephesians  1:3,4,11

6. Function of Royalty

a. The believer must advance toward the objective of spiritual maturity, at which time he receives the  accoutrements of royalty as well as the tactical victory of the angelic conflict. 

b. The believer fulfils the status of royalty in the modus operandi of the new priesthood. Hebrews 7-13

7. Future of Royalty.

As members of the Body of Christ and the Royal Priesthood (I Peter 2:9) all  Church Age believers will return with Christ at the Second Advent to participate in the strategic victory of the overthrow of Satan and the  Millennial reign of Christ. I Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 5:10

DYING GRACE

1. We are all here upon the earth as in a “strange country”; we are strangers and pilgrims upon the earth, and are not meant to be too comfortable here. Philippians 3:12-17, Hebrews 11:13, 1 Peter 2:11.

2. Death is the strangest thing we confront on this earth; the weirdness of being her one minute, alive, alert and warm, then a second later, dead, cooling and inert. Death is meant to appear strange to us, for it is the evidence before us that we are not permanent inhabitants here, but simply playing out a part as we pass through. This is not a place we are meant to get attached to. Refer Death.

3. The death of believers is a precious thing to the God who has given his life to save us from the judgment of sin and death. 1 Samuel 26:21, 2 Kings 1:13-14, Psalms 49:8, 72:14, 116:15, 1 Peter 1:7, 2:4. Refer Grace.

4. We all must die, but that is not the end. 2 Timothy 4:7-8, Hebrews 11:13. The mature believer facing death see through it, to the other side where they meet with the Lord face to face. 1 Corinthians 13:12, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10.

5. Dying grace is provided to all believers who are looking to their Lord as they die, for his perfect provision for each of us from eternity past has everything we need provided in advance of our life, let alone our death itself. There are no surprises to God, and all things we face have provision for them there to be claimed by faith. 1 Corinthians 10:13, 2 Thessalonians 3:3, 2 Peter 2:9, Jude 24-25.  

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE - POLYGAMY

1. Polygamy was never authorized by the Word of God (Leviticus 18:18; Deuteronomy 17:17).

a) Polygamy is never the will of God.

b) Only man in apostasy or humanism condones polygamy.

2. Polygamy is related to apostasy.

a) Found in the time of Lamech because of apostasy (Genesis 4:19).

b) Jacob's polygamy (Genesis 29) set a precedent for the Jews but was not approved by God.

3. Polygamy violates the doctrine of marriage.

a) By an act of free will, a man can destroy his wife.

b) Man is not designed for an intimate relationship with more than one woman.

4. Polygamy is a form of self -induced misery and unhappiness for man.

5. Monogamy is God's order (Genesis 2:24).

6. Many great believers had one wife, therefore they understood the principle of monogamy e.g. Noah, Joseph, Joshua, Samuel.

7. Trouble related to polygamy.

a) Concentration of jealousy of wives under one roof illustrated by Jacob's wives (Genesis 29, 30), and Elkanah's wives (1 Samuel 1:6ff.).

b) Gideon's polygamy compounded the problems in the children and the discipline carried to the second generation (Judges 8:30 - 9:5).

c) David's polygamy compounded the problems in the children, and the discipline carried to the second generation (1Chronicles 3:1-9).

GENESIS 28:11-22

“And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 12  And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 13  And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 14  And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15  And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 16  And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 17  And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 18  And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 19  And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. 20  And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 21  So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: 22  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.”

REFLECTION

Verses 11-12.  
What a change for this man; from the tent of his father and mother, to the stones of the road side on a road he had never travelled. He had been thinking a lot and praying also, as we will see as we advance in the chapter. The Lord answers his prayer in the vision he gives him.  He happens to arrive at a random place and, as it is getting dark he pulls over and stops. There are no soft things around to sleep upon, and so he places rocks under his blankest for his pillow. He has come to what appears to be a random place with no name, and he little imagines he is in the exact place he needs to be. He has been obedient and travelled without hesitation or delay, so in God’s grace he arrives at the right place for the Lord to meet with him. It is not the appearance of a place that matters but it’s real place in the plan. 

He has an awesome dream, that is so unusual that he is riveted to it’s content. He sees a great staircase (not a small ladder up which only one person can climb) upon which the angels are going up towards heaven and down to the earth in continuous procession both ways. It speaks of the angel’s involvement with the earth as the representatives of God upon the earth, and their reporting function on the matters of man to God as sovereign over the heavens and the earth. Genesis 32:1-2, 35:1, 16-17. 

It directly challenges Jacob’s unspoken feeling as he went to sleep, that he was in a “God-forsaken place”. It speaks of the intimate involvement of the angelic host with man, and the constant nature of their oversight. There are no God-forsaken places upon the earth. Refer to the BTB study ANGELS, DREAMS.

Verses 13-14.  
Initially Jacob focuses upon the staircase and the action upon it, but then he lifts his eyes upwards to the top of it, and there he sees the Lord himself standing at the top, but not on the stairs; he was standing above it as the Lord over it. As Jacob focused upon him, the Lord spoke directly to him and announced himself. When a king stood it was to judge, or pronounce a formal statement of policy. The Lord formally announces himself in terms of his saving and leading work upon Abraham and Isaac. Psalms 105:7-15. He is told that the land he lies upon will be given to him and his descendents. This promise will be repeated throughout the nation’s history, and this very promise will be referred to by the prophet Ezekiel. Ezekiel 37:20-25. The nation will be re-gathered to inherit this land from the four corners of the earth. 

The blessing upon him is expanded from the Abrahamic base line. Abraham had been promised to become a father of a multitude of peoples, as “the dust of the earth, and sand of the sea”. Genesis 13:16. The addition is interesting, for it refers to the wide spread of the peoples who will descend from Jacob. 

The Arabic peoples descended from Abraham through Ishmael and the sons of Keturah, and Isaac through Esau, have not spread very widely through the earth, preferring until the most recent times to stay in the Middle East. The Jewish people however have been people who have followed the trade routes since earliest times, and as a result of the first (605 – 535 BC) and second exiles (70AD to the present), have spread to the far corners of the earth. Since the 1870s there have been Jewish people in every corner of the earth, just as is prophesied here. 

It is only in the last hundred or so years that the Jewish people have reached their maximum point of dispersal. It is from this point that the words of the prophets become exciting to ourselves, for as we see the rebirth of the nation Israel, named after Jacob, and at a time of maximum dispersal from which the Lord alone has promised that he will recover his people. Isaiah 11:11-12, Jeremiah 9:25-26, 25:15-33, Ezekiel 7:1-2, Revelation 7:1. 

The return of Israel is a matter of present excitement, and rightly so, for it relates right back to this place. The other promise here is not to be missed however; the promise of blessing for all the peoples of the earth through the Jewish dispersion. If you look at a number of facts you quickly see that the Jewish people have blessed the world in a manner way above their numbers. Look at the number of Nobel Prize winners over the last hundred years, and notice how many Jewish people there are. Look at innovators in medicine and commerce and notice the numbers of Jewish people. Also simply look at the fortunes of nations down the centuries, and notice that those who blessed the Jewish people in their dispersion were blessed while they did so, and they were disciplined by God when they persecuted the Jewish people. God protects his people. Refer to the BTB study ANTI-SEMITISM. Psalms 72:17-19.

Verses 15-16.  
The specific promise to Jacob is an answer to his unspoken prayer before he lay down to sleep, and gives us an insight into his fears as he tried to sleep that night. The Lord promises him that he is already with him, and will continue to be with him. He also tells him directly that he will keep him safe on the journey, in all the places he goes. He is assured that he will be brought back into the land he sleeps upon, and that the Lord will not leave him at any time, but will accomplish all he has promised to him. 

The Lord’s promise to the believer today is no different, for he will accomplish, with his power, in us all he has called us to do, and bring us to the place of victory. All he seeks is our being positioned in the place of Holy Spirit filling. Psalms 46:1-7, Matthew 18:20, 28:18-20,  Romans 8:28-34, 2 Timothy 4:18, Jude 24-25. Jacob’s response to the promises of the Lord is real bafflement. He was not expecting to meet the Lord in this place.

Verses 17-18.  
When people have an encounter with the Lord they are not dancing with joy, but shaking with awe, and their thinking it fine tuned as to what it all means. When you hear people speaking of their “amazing experiences” with angelic visitors look at their report and judge it against the real experiences of the men and women in the Biblical record. 

In the Bible when people meet the Lord or an angel, they are awe struck, often fearful, always prayerful, and worship of the Lord is the normal outcome. They are not thinking of the beauty of the vision, but are struck by the “otherness” of it. They feel acutely the otherness of God and their own humble position. They feel their sin, their unworthiness, and their need for setting themselves right before the Lord and being ready to follow his plan. Be suspicious of appearances of angels that are out of step with the biblical record. 

In our day, as we near the end of this age in time, and see the nation Israel at the centre of world events, we ought to expect more and more fake and real angelic events. As believers we must be very discerning, or we will be misled and our lives distracted from the Lord’s path by angels of light, who are actually servants of the prince of darkness. Satan and his team are good counterfeiters, but they cannot imitate holiness, so they try for other things, often in the attractive and sensual-sexual area.  2 Corinthians 11:13-15. Refer to the BTB study on ANGELS – COUNTERFEITS OF SATAN. 

Jacob rightly recognizes the hand of God in the awesomeness he feels, and with the fear, there is the comfort of knowing he is in the Lord’s hands in all his doing that are in obedience to the Lord. He sets up the largest rock that he has lain upon and makes it a marker of the place, and prays, pouring olive oil upon it. The Levites will utilize this ritual in the Mosaic Law. Leviticus 8:10-13.

Verses 19-20.  
The place he has lain down is outside the city/village of Luz, but Jacob renames the hill he has slept upon Beth-EL, or the house of God. He then says something aloud that gives away his very baby like faith, and records it upon the tablets for Moses to read. Keep remembering that these men were literate, and had been for over a thousand years, writing in the international written language of the previous 2000 years, Akkadian. Notice the words of Jacob here, for they are almost a challenge to the Lord to keep his word, and express a fair degree of doubt that God will come through. He even asks the Lord to provide food and clothing! Now the Lord does promise this in the Sermon on the Mount, but we are also expected to work for our food and clothing as the Lord provides the opportunity to work! Matthew 6:28-34, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12. 

The words of Jacob here indicate that the Lord is on trial and Jacob won’t commit himself until he has seen the promises fulfilled. Jacob is not praised in the scriptures for his attitudes at this time; he is a man way out of living spiritual fellowship with the Lord, yet the Lord still speaks to him. It is a reminder of the amazing grace of God, and the need to take the Lord seriously and learn of Him and His Word with focused energy and application. Hosea 4:1-6, 12:2-6. When the Lord next speaks to him, he will remind Jacob of his promise to the Lord here, and will call himself the God of Beth-EL. Genesis 31:13.

Verses 21-22.  
Jacob will end his “deal” with the Lord that once he is back safely home he will believe in the Lord, but the Lord will call him to respond to him in Haran itself, and there will be another great test before he sees his father’s tent again; he will have to meet Esau in the open road and face his fears then. Jacob does finally express some confidence in the Lord at the end of his words here, for he promises a tithe of all that is given to him as a gift to the Lord. It is of interest to reflect upon where and to whom this gift is going to be given, for Jacob is in effect his own priest before his family. Moses will hear from the Lord that the tithe is a lasting command for Israel for the gift of the land they will receive. Leviticus 27:30-33.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
There is no God-forsaken place upon this earth. Whereever we are, the Lord is with us there, in the midst of whatever distress we find there. No fear is too far from the God to take to him, for every place upon the earth is a place where the angels touch the earth, and which the Lord sees. We are in the sight of the Lord and his angels at all times, and he cares for us at all times.

2.
Discernment is something that we need to practice at all times as the angelic conflict advances towards the end of this present age. The enemy is subtle and angels will appear at times to mankind with messages, but they may be fallen angels with false messages from the enemy to deceive the unwary! We are not meant to be ignorant of the devices of the enemy, but too many believers are. Let us ensure that our understanding of systematic theology keeps us safe.

3.
When people have a genuine encounter with the Lord or an angel they will be awe struck, not leaping around and boasting about it. When the Lord or an angel appears with a message from the Lord, the people receiving the message will have a real task before them. Do not be misled by the enemy here, for he can be expected to send more and more counterfeits as the days grow short. 


God’s angels have all appeared as if of male gender, and they are all well clothed. There is no sexuality about them, and they have a serious message that requires work and often suffering. The enemy’s fallen angelic host will tend to be sensual, at times appearing to be of beautiful female gender, and often bright light illuminated beings, who inspire worship of themselves, rather than being the humble messengers, and pointers to Christ, that elect angels are.  Let us beware of the enemy’s malice and deception as the days grow short.


DOCTRINES

JACOB – THE PATRIARCH  see page 9

ANGELS

1. There are two kinds of angels:

a) Elect Angels (1 Timothy 5:21) - those which have chosen to remain with God.

b) Fallen angels - those which have rebelled against God and followed Satan:

i) imprisoned ones (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4) - apparently active on earth prior to the Flood (Genesis 6)

ii) demons, currently active on earth (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

2. There are various orders in the angelic realm.

a) Cherubim (highest order) -. (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:19-20) Cherubs were originally the defenders of divine holiness. Lucifer (Satan) was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14)

b) Seraphim - (Isaiah 6:2). Seraph means burning ones.

c) Rulers, Principalities and Powers - can refer to human authorities, but usually refers to angels (and generally to fallen angels).  (Ephesians 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16). They control certain segments of the human race, they can control the voice and the mind. (Mark 5:1-20).

d) Ministering Angels

i) Guardian angels. (Hebrews 1:14).  Protect and assist believers.

ii) Angels of the waters. (Revelation 16:5). Water is used as a prison. Abyss (Greek), refers to an underwater prison.

iii) Angels of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1,11 ). An angel which has a special responsibility for the abyss.

iv) Angel of fire. (Revelation 14:18).

v) Angels of judgment. (Revelation 8:2, ch 15,16) - trumpets and bowls.

vi) Watcher angels. (Daniel 4:13).

3. Appearance of angels:

a) Angels can appear as human beings (Genesis 18:1-2, Hebrews 13:2)

b) Angels are described variously as having wings, many eyes, many faces (Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1) and often glow with brilliant light (Matthew 28:2-3).

c) Lucifer (Satan) was the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God (Ezekiel 28:12-17)

d) Angels are NOT pink fat babies with wings, or red skinned creatures with horns and forked tails.

4. Named angels:

a) Lucifer, son of the morning, was the covering cherub over the Throne of God (Isaiah 14:12).  His name is now Satan, the accuser/slanderer (Revelation 12:10)

b) Gabriel a messenger angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26)

c) Michael a fighting angel (Revelation 12:7, Jude 9) and guardian angel of Israel. (Daniel 10:21, 12:1)

5. Angels and Christ's Incarnation

a) At his birth - (Luke 2:9-15)

b) At his temptation - (Matthew 4:11)

c) At his resurrection - (Matthew 28:2)

d) At his ascension - (Acts 1:10)

e) At the Second Advent - (Matthew 13:37-39, 24:31, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)

6. Angels and Man

a) Angels were watching at the time of creation. (Job 38:7)

b) Angels were present when God gave Moses the Law. (Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53).

c) Angels are watching us now. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12.)

d) The elect angels rejoice whenever someone is saved (Luke 15:7-10).

7. Many times revelations from God were mediated through angels - 

a) The Law of Moses -, Exodus 3:2 , Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2

b) Prophetical announcements to Daniel - Daniel 7:16, 8:16-26, 9:20-27, 10:1-12:13

c) Prophetical announcements to Zechariah - Zechariah 1:9, 2:3, 4:1,5, 5:5, 6:4,5

d) Announcement of the birth of John to Zacharias - Luke 1:11-20

e) Announcement of the birth of Jesus to Mary - Luke 1:26-38, and Joseph - Matthew 1:20-21

ANGELS:  COUNTERFEITS OF SATAN

1. Doctrine of Demons (1 Timothy 4:1)

2. Communion Table (1 Corinthians 10:20-21)

3. Ministers (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)

4. Gospel (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

5. Spirituality (Galatians 3:2-3)

6. Righteousness (Matthew 19:16-28)

7. Power (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

8. Gods (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

9. Religions (Matthew 23)

ANGELS:  SATAN'S STRATEGY

1. Believers are warned against him and his tactics. (Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8)

2. We must be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan is a deceiver and a counterfeiter.  He uses deception -  not obviously wrong or sinful - but very subtle changes to the truth (Genesis 3:1).  Remember, a counterfeit looks like the original.

4. Satan is described as an "angel of light" - often seeming attractive and "good".  (2 Corinthians 11:14)

5. His tactics

a) Towards unbelievers.

i) to blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 1 0)

b) Towards believers.

i) Satan seeks to hinder our growth and witness. (1 Peter 5:8)

ii) Satan will mislead into false doctrine and legalism. (1 Timothy 5:14-15)

iii) He persuades believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis  2:17, James 4:7-8)

iv) Satan often attacks our assurance of salvation so that we doubt God.

v) Worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9)

vi) Fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15)

vii) He accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer (using guilt). (Revelation 12:9-10, Job 1:6-11

viii) He takes our focus off Christ by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10-11), on people (1 Corinthians 1:12), on things (Hebrews 13:5-6)

ix) When we don't allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, we open ourselves up to Satanic attack. (1 Corinthians 7:5, 2 Corinthians 2:11, 1 Timothy 5:14-15)

x) The Lord will allow Satan to attack a believer as discipline for unconfessed sin. (1 Timothy 1:20 cf 2 Corinthians 12:7)

xi) Satan cannot indwell or possess a believer, only beguile them. (Galatians 3:1)

c) Towards the world in general.

i) The World - Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:71 0)

ANTI-SEMITISM

1. God's promise to Abraham - whoever blesses the Jews, God will bless; whoever curses the Jews, God will curse (Genesis 12:1-3).

2. History shows a correlation between the rise and fall of Empires and their treatment of the Jews.

a) Anti-Semitic - Spanish Empire 16th century, Russian Empire 19th - 20th century, Nazi Germany 20th Century.

b) Pro-Semitic - Britain in 19th century, United States of America in 20th.

3. The concept of Israel

a) Racial Jew - one who is descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

b) Religious Jew - one who practices Judaism.

c) Regenerate Jew - born again, now part of the body of Christ (Romans 9:6-8)

DREAMS

1. Dreams have been used by the Lord in the history of his revelation to man to communicate specific warnings and prophetic truth. Of the seventy references to them, all but eight occur in the Old Testament period, and the others before the establishment of the church. They do not appear to be a common phenomenon for guidance or direction within the church age. This is likely due to the role of the Holy Spirit which is expanded from the Old Testament times, and is directive in this age. Refer Holy Spirit Ministries.

2. Dreams occurred many times in the history of Israel as a direct means for specific guidance. Genesis 20:3-6, 31:11, 24, 37:5-10, Daniel 7:1ff. They were used to direct Mary and Joseph, and the Wise men, quite specifically regarding the birth of Jesus. Matthew 1:20, 2:12-22.

3. Dreams, or visions of significance were either self explanatory or the person had to go to a person skilled in dream interpretation. Genesis 20:3, 28:12, Numbers 12:6, Deuteronomy 13:1.

4. Visions, like dreams were unusual events, and appear to be restricted to key personnel who were tasked with communicating God’s Word to others. 1 Samuel 3:1-15, Isaiah 1:1ff, Ezekiel 7:13, Daniel 2:19.

5. In Acts there are specific visions given to the apostles for very specific purposes. Acts 9:10-16, 10:27-29, 16:6-9, 18:1-11, 2 Corinthians 12:1-7.

6. Dreams and visions may still occur, but they will occur in very unusual situations, for very specific reasons (as we see in Acts). They will occur in situations where, for some reason, the Holy Spirit chooses this means rather than directly speaking to the soul of the indwelt believer. While we must allow for the Lord to speak any way he chooses, this will be an unusual means nowadays because it is unnecessary due to the indwelling and filling ministries of the Holy Spirit for all believers; a situation not occurring in the Old Testament period.

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

Notes
CHAPTER 29

GENESIS 29:1-14
“ Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east. 2  And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. 3  And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's mouth in his place. 4  And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we. 5  And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him. 6  And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. 7  And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. 8  And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep. 9  And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep; for she kept them. 10  And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 11  And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. 12  And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that he was Rebekah's son: and she ran and told her father. 13  And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things. 14  And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month.”
REFLECTION
Jacob has literally travelled from one culture into another as he crosses into Mesopotamia and the vast fertile plain of Padan Aram, with it’s city Haran at the epicentre. This was a great city in any day, with over one million people in and around it. It was vast and cultured and wealthy. It would be the centre of the north until the battles around it at the end of the Assyrian Empire in the years 612 – 606 BC, so it has over one thousand years of prosperity ahead of it. 

For Jacob it was culture shock, with the difference in dress, language and customs. He was educated in the languages of his day, and would have spoken at least three languages to enable his trade, but he was entering a big city after a life time amongst tents and small city states of up to 20,000 people. He has good intelligence about the whereabouts of Rebekah’s people and so is able to begin his search for them in the right pastoral area in the outlying lands of the city of Haran. The first verse of the new section finds him well on the way into Mesopotamia but probably just in direct sight of the city of Haran itself.

Verses 1-4. 
As Jacob approaches the city and plain he enters the outlying pastoral country. He sees the familiar scene of pastoral agriculture and sits and watches the shepherds of three flocks as they approach one of their wells. He actively sits and watches. As was mentioned in the earlier section on the life of Abraham, it was death to approach a well and drink from it, if that well was not your own, or you were not invited by the people of the land to drink. Jacob is not as careful and a salve to custom as his grand-father’s servant over a hundred years before, but he will prove that he does not lack courage as the hours unfold. 

He watches the shepherds sit waiting for someone in authority to come and move a great stone from the lip of the well and water their flocks, and then replace the stone. It is a stone designed to require at number of men to shift for security. It may even have been held by an official chain and lock. He waits and watches, and then approaches with a friendly question, asking them of what place they are, and he is told they are men of Haran. He greets them as fellow shepherds, “brethren”. It is clear that Jacob has travelled alone, without wealth, and without retinue, nor is he wearing the clothing of a wealthy merchant, as had Abraham’s servant. He has travelled as a wandering but senior pastoralist, visiting relatives, not a wealthy sheik of the desert. Genesis 24. His status will be seen by his actions, not by his clothing.

Verses 5-6.  
Read the interchange between these men and notice the clipped sentences, without the normal Middle Eastern pleasantries of invitations to drink, or sharing of food, both of which would be common if there was friendly interest between the groups. Jacob receives information, but it is given coldly and formally. From the interchange I deduce that Laban is not a popular man with these men, as his father had been, and that these men will do little to assist any friend or relative of Laban’s. They point out that Rachel is coming with Laban’s flock, but they add no other information and certainly are not there to assist her, nor are they men in power or authority, able to move the stone from the well mouth. They all sit and wait for someone to come and move the stone from the lip of the well. 

Verses 7-8.  
There is a time to water the sheep, and it is only when “they” come and open the well. We are not told who “they” are, but these men he speaks with are “hired help” or slaves, and have no authority to water the animals. As a pastoralist Jacob knows that it is high time for the sheep to be watered before the cattle come in later in the day. He adds up the sheep and knows the time it will take, and he knows that they will run out of time if they don’t open the well soon. No-one moves.

Verses 9-10. 
Rachel arrives and she is running the flock herself. This is no sixteen year old girl, but a mature woman who really knows what she is doing. She is in a man’s world and being a woman may have saved her some of the abuse that may have come had she been seen as Laban’s heir. At this point Jacob sees her and falls immediately in love with her. It is a repeat of his father and Rebekah; love at first sight. He now moves and does something that would be death in normal circumstances, and may create a great feud for years to come, or make him a hero. In this culture, his actions will make him either a folk hero here, or a corpse!

Verses 11-12. 
He first waters the sheep of Rachel well before introducing himself. He is clearly a great man, and remember, he is in his seventies, so there will be bafflement as to who this man is, and even more so that he takes charge and moves a giant stone (a real sign that Jacob is incredibly strong and a very tough customer),  and then waters Rachel’s sheep first. 

No one steps in to stop or attack him, an indication that they sense he is a great man, and certainly he is a big one! Shepherds in this day were ready to fight Asiatic Lions, so these are not men who would hide from a fight. Jacob is a real man who earns their silent respect very quickly by his actions. He kisses Rachel on the cheek, a sign of being a relative, and of love, and tells her who he is. She is overcome and she runs and tells her father what has happened. 

Now probably, this is a run of several kilometres, for flocks were pastured well away from the city, which was surrounded by market gardens of crops. Sheep were pastured well out in the foot hills. This may take through the night and into the next day to get Laban back out to where Jacob will have stayed with the flocks. By his taking over the flock of Laban for this time, he becomes a member of Laban’s family and entitled to use the well, so his staying there with the sheep probably saves his life and gives him a status amongst the shepherds. 

No mention is made of what happened when the men who were supposed to open the well arrived later on the scene! The appearance, strength and presence of Jacob apparently settled any argument they may have wanted to make. Moses doesn’t tell us all here. There are some interesting things that will have happened out on the foot hills that day and into the night. It is common for commentators and teachers to speak of Jacob as a bit of a “Mummy’s boy”, and a situation like this one reminds us that they are WRONG on all counts. Firstly this man is no boy, he is in his seventies. Secondly, no-one gets away with what he did here unless he is very imposing, strong, and has a quality about him that makes men think they will die if they take him on. This is a man who we will see try to wrestle with the Lord himself. He is a very tough customer!

Verses 13-14.  
When Laban hears the news he leaves the place he is and heads out to the well in order to bring Jacob into his city house. It may be that Laban is caring for other flocks in another part of the hill country and so Rachel had only a few kilometres to run to get him, and that they were able to head back into town for that night, but given the geography, agriculture around the city, and distances in this place, I suspect these events may have taken a twenty four hour period which Moses compresses. 

Jacob recounts to Laban the events of the last few days, and possibly the repetition of the Abrahamic Covenant to him by the vision from the Lord. Laban is pleased that he is there, the son of his sister, and that he has this man to assist him in things with flocks and herds. The marriage proposal is not delivered and nothing happens for a month. This man Laban plays for time, and from his past actions and what we see him do in the next twenty years, plays also for wealth.  He needs a man like Jacob in his business and he is happy to settle nothing about marriage, and just sit and talk in the evenings, and have Jacob work for him for nothing from dawn till dusk. 

It is over one hundred years since the visit of Isaac, so the great wealth received then has been dissipated and he likely seeks more for the next generation to be prospered. This man has been blessed by good health and length of days, just as has Isaac and Abraham, but his heart is still set upon wealth. He has done one good thing however, and that is to bring his daughters up as believers, although very competitive ones as we will see. These two women will be the last generation of solid and useful believers that will come from this household, as the weaknesses of this man dominate in later generations, and like Lot, they drop out of redemptive history from this point onwards.

PERSONAL AND PASTORAL APPLICATION
1.
Each generation must advance in their love and service of the Lord or they will slide backwards. Laban is a man who believes the Lord, but values his wealth and power more than spiritual things. He knows the Lord, but is not sold out to the Lord. His girls have faith but they are the last in the line of Nahor to serve the Lord in spirit and in truth. This family is another reminder that unless we advance in spiritual life we lose what we have. We are called to lose our self in the Lord’s service, for then we gain eternally, but if we lose our self in pursuit of wealth, power or influence amongst men, we will lose everything, for none of these things lasts beyond the grave. Matthew16:25-26, Mark 8:35-36, Luke 9:24-25, 17:33, John 12:25.  

2.
Jacob watches, plans, speaks and then acts in great strength. All these people live long because they treat their body as the Temple of God and are fit and strong. Let us be as careful in health habits and so let us aim to be as healthy as they were. Jacob gets away with an action that would mean death to others. He has been led by the Lord to the right place, and so he is operating in the Lord’s will here, and so he is safe. It is a reminder that if we walk where the Lord orders, we have safety in our actions there. Let us walk in the Lord’s will this day, and prayerfully consider each action we take.

3.
Jacob has come without wealth to seek a bride. His father Isaac has placed him in a vulnerable position to teach him humility, test his resourcefulness, and ensure his dependence upon the Lord. Jacob operates on the basis of being in the right place under God’s guidance, but also on the basis of his great physical strength. He will learn over time to trust the Lord’s strength within him rather than simply his own dominating physical presence. Let us ensure we walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, and lean not on our own strength. Proverbs 3:4.

DOCTRINES
WISDOM

 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” Psalm 111:10

1. Wisdom is identified as understanding  (Proverbs 8:1, 5).

2. Wisdom will speak of things that are right, i.e. just and unbiased  (Proverbs 8:6).

3. Wisdom will speak truth and will abstain from wicked or malicious words (Proverbs 8:7).

4. Wisdom results in righteous (just, honest) words and will refrain from perverse or slanderous speech (Proverbs 8:8).  

5. Words of wisdom will be heard and understood by those who have understanding and knowledge (Proverbs 8:9).  

6. Wisdom will seek after instruction rather than wealth (Proverbs 8:10).   

7. Wisdom is better than material gain (Proverbs 8:11).

8. Wisdom is identified with prudence (discretion), it is discerning regarding ‘witty inventions’ (evil plots) (Proverbs 8:12).

9. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10); therefore, to hate evil, pride and arrogance is a sign of wisdom (Proverbs 8:13).

10. There is strength (mastery) in wisdom (Proverbs 8:14).

11. Wisdom is necessary to leadership (Proverbs 8:15-16).

12. Wisdom will come to those who seek her early in life (Proverbs 8:17).

13. Those things that God considers true riches, i.e. a good name, humility and fear of the LORD are the rewards of wisdom (Proverbs 8:18-19 cf. Proverbs 22:1, 4).  

14. Wisdom is eternal (Proverbs 8:22-23).

15. Wisdom was before the creation; was instrumental in creation and for creations benefit (Proverbs 8:24-35).   

16. He that falls short of wisdom does wrong (does violence) to his eternal soul (Proverbs 8:36).

GENESIS 29: 15-35
15  And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be? 16  And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17  Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. 18  And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 19  And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide with me. 20  And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 21  And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 22  And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. 23  And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her. 24  And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid. 25  And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 26  And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27  Fulfill her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 28  And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also. 29  And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. 30  And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years. 31  And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. 32  And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me. 33  And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon. 34  And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi. 35  And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing.”
REFLECTION
Verses 15-16.  
Laban has had Jacob working for him with vigour for over a month now, and Jacob has been happy to do this work, for he feels it builds his moral claim to the hand of Rachel, but he little knows his father in law’s mind. This is a man who wants to take full advantage of what Jacob may offer to him by way of pastoral knowledge and experience, but who wants to control him totally. In the days of Rebekah there is no indication that Laban was involved in agriculture, rather it appeared then he was in trading. He has moved to pastoral agriculture, with the flocks, perhaps to try to emulate Abraham, who made so much by this means of work. 

He has placed his own daughter in the fields to assist, and ensure no-one “rips him off”, by stealing or deceiving him regarding the flock. He is a man who doesn’t have the trustworthy servants to call upon that Abraham had. There is an important business principle here. You cannot expand a business without good staff present at the point of expansion, and you cannot keep good staff if you are not stable and of good character yourself.

Laban is not a man who keeps good staff, nor has he the character to maintain trustworthy servants and be able to deal in a straight manner. He is hungry for wealth, and is a deceiver to try to get it, and Jacob will meet his match here. His question to Jacob indicates that Jacob has been working very hard indeed, to the point of embarrassment for Laban. Had he just been paying his board this discussion would not have ever come up until Jacob’s time to leave had arrived.  Jacob has been playing for time also, and waiting to make a deal for the girl he loves. He has no wealth with him from his father, so he must trade on his commodity, which is pastoral knowledge and physical energy and courage.

Verses 17-18.  
Laban has two daughters, the oldest one has plain looks, flat eyes, and is not well built, but Rachel is very beautiful, has strong and bright eyes, and is well built.  It is Jacob who offers to serve for seven years for Rachel’s hand in marriage. He estimates this as the “bride price” that would be offered for such a woman. It is a high price, and would be the level of dowry paid to the family of a noble woman. Take your annual salary and multiply it by seven and you have the value of the dowry here. It is considerable.

Verses 19-22. 
It was better that Laban married her to a relative, whose belief system matched his own than to a member of a surrounding pagan family. His comment here is a culturally normal one, and even is used today in some Arab cultures. He agrees to Jacob’s proposal gladly. Jacob really throws himself into the next years work and they fly by, because he is focused upon the prize of the woman he loves. 

Jacob works hard and when the day arrives he requests his right to take Rachel as his wife and have sex with her. He has been sexually celibate through this time as he waits for Rachel to be given to him. This is a man with a weakness in the sexual area, and so he has been working hard through this time to control himself but as the day gets near he is really keen to take Rachel as his wife and enjoy her sexually. This is not wrong, but his weakness will be used by Laban to fool him through the alcohol in the feast that Laban organizes for the wedding party. Psalms 12:1-2, Isaiah 6:5.

Verses 23-24.  
Laban has been cunning, for at a certain point in the first evening of the wedding feast he swaps daughters on Jacob. Because women were veiled during the feast there was no real way to tell them apart if the clothing was the same, but Laban has very likely ensured that Jacob is well and truly drunk also, for after seven years he would otherwise know the difference between the two girls, but drunk, he won’t discover it until morning. Sober men know who they are making love to! 

There is never a right time to get drunk, and anyone who gets drunk must be prepared to be made a fool of or worse! He has already had sex with Leah by the time he discovers the deception, and by custom of the ancient world, that act married him to her. Laban has also been very cunning with his choice of servant for Leah. He selects Zilpah as the maid of Leah. Her name means “fragrant dropping of perfume”. Moses drops a hint of what is to come here, for this girl was “Laban’s maid”. Now a man didn’t have a female “maid” in the ancient world except as a lover, so Laban has probably given Leah an attractive and sexually experienced woman, or at least a sexually schooled girl for a maid, so that Jacob might be further entangled in a sexual web and thereby bound further to Laban. Laban’s plan is that Jacob never leaves his service. Refer to the BTB study DRINKING ALCOHOL.

Verses 25-26.  
Laban is a carnal believer at the level of Lot. He has little to commend him by way of character, and Zilpah, his second secret weapon, is yet to work her charms on Jacob. This is a spiritually and morally dysfunctional family. His two daughters are virgins and moral, but they will show later that they have been influenced by the morality of their city and home, and will be comfortable in giving their maids to Jacob for sex later themselves. They have lived with their father having sex with his many “maids” and so they see it as alright or normal. Moses will simply tell the story here without moral observation or condemnation, for he has already made his comment in Genesis 2:21-24, where he had made it clear that God’s plan is for one woman and one man! Refer to the BTB doctrinal study on MARRIAGE. 

Laban gives a very feeble excuse for his trickery regarding Leah. Had that been the custom to always give the older first, as it is in many cultures, then he could have told Jacob that before the feast and arranged the double marriage then. It is cunning driving this process, and there is more to come. Jacob’s weakness is his sexual appetite, and he doesn’t see the dangers in all this before he has four “wives” and a lot of trouble.

Verses 27-28.  
The deal is quickly made by Laban. Jacob had walked into the problem by offering seven years in the first place rather than letting Laban speak first. This is another basic rule in business dealings, you cannot go better than your first offer, and if you do not let the other person make the first offer, then you are on the back foot in the deal making process. Laban is in the driving seat here and he drives the bargain home well. He gets another seven years free service for his second daughter. 

Jacob keeps on having sex with Leah through this week and will continue to do so in the years to come, but he makes it clear that he doesn’t love her as he loves Rachel. This duplicitous mental attitude hurts Leah deeply as we will see. Jacob is very self-centred and fails to really love these women, who are simply pawns in a power play. His lack of respectful love towards Leah, and his refusal to make her feel special in his eyes will open the door to greater evil down track. In marriage we have the godly obligation to make our partner feel special in our eyes, even at times when we may be distracted by business worry, or annoyance at an action of theirs. Marriage ought to build self esteem in both partners.

Verses 29-30.  
Laban has another “maid” named Bilhah, who is another sexual time bomb for Jacob, and he gives her to Rachel. Bilhah’s name means “timid one”, or “coy one”. Jacob does not see it at this point, but his sexual appetite is his weakness, and it is this weakness that Laban uses to control him and obtain twenty years hard labour from him.  Jacob plays favourites with his wives and later with his sons born to these women. This favouritism will come back to haunt him later in the jealousy of the other brothers against Joseph. Refer to the BTB studies on SIN – ADULTERY, JEALOUSY, OLD SIN NATURE FRUITS OF.

Verses 31 -32.  
God hates the attitude of Jacob towards Leah. She is still enjoyed sexually but she is left in no doubt that she is second best to Rachel. Such an attitude is unworthy of Jacob and causes distress to Leah. Causing misery to any other person for selfish reasons will bring God’s swift judgment, and Jacob receives it here. God blesses Leah with a child and causes Rachel not to bear children. This indicates that Rachel is not without fault in this matter herself, and may be mocking her sister because she is the “ugly one” and so the Lord steps in and vindicates her and judges Rachel and Jacob for their cruelty. 

Leah’s words on the birth of Reuben tell us that she has been in prayer about this whole matter and feels that the Lord has indeed answered her prayers. Sadly she believes that her production of children will lead to Jacob loving her, but it will not. Love is a strange thing, and if it is not present strongly and passionately at the beginning, it rarely grows over time. Jacob is not a family centred man, and does not now nor throughout his life attend strongly to the godly upbringing of his children. They are left to grow up by themselves, and his failure to be actively involved in their spiritual education will come back to hurt him deeply in the treatment of Joseph by the others. Proverbs 1:1-7, 2:1-22. 

Verses 33-35.  
If this was a Hollywood movie we would call the next section “The Baby Battles”, for each woman will try to out do the others in their production of children for Jacob to make themselves more powerful through their children. Leah is desperate for the love of her husband, and Jacob’s coldness is an evil thing towards her, for he clearly does not even try to show affection towards her. He is bitter about being deceived by her father, and in effect uses her for sex and children, but his bitterness is felt by her as directed to herself. 

Leah is innocent of evil here and the Lord blesses her with her sons, but she has sadness from her husband and after four boys she stops bearing children, although still having sex with Jacob (Genesis 30:9). If a woman is not loved and adored by her husband she will get to the point where she is unable to sexually respond to him, and at the point she discovers she cannot have any more children she appears to stop her sexual relationship with him. 

Jacob’s attitude towards her is wrong, and the predictable result of his inattention and bitterness is that she will have her love for him killed completely. This evil in the heart of a marriage continues to kill many today! We are challenged by Paul to Love our wives as Christ loved the Church and gave himself for it! Paul especially commands in Colossians, “Husbands love your wives and do not be bitter against them!” Ephesians 5:25-29, Colossians 3:19.  Women are responders to their men and if a wife’s love for her man is killed, then the normal cause is that the man killed that love! The principles here are lasting ones for marriage. Jacob is focused on enjoying sexual pleasures but not on appreciating the women who give themselves to him, and so he will lose them all, either by death or his own disinterest or bitterness. 

Note the meaning of the names of Leah’s sons. The oldest is called Reuben. His name means, “See/Look here, a Son!”  It is a name that is a loud boast and a challenge to her sister Rachel. Her second son is called Simeon, meaning “hearing – the Lord has heard me”. She has been praying about this, but cannot help praising God for her success at having the second one. Each son is an attempt to win Jacob’s love, but each fail to do so, for he will not address his bitterness towards Leah and Laban. Her third son is called Levi, meaning “attachment”. She longs for Jacob’s loving affectionate attachment to her, for this is what marriage is about; it is to be a cleaving together of the husband and wife. Genesis 2:24. 

Her fourth son is called Judah, meaning “the praise of God”. She is a believer who appreciates her answered prayers and by this fourth son she is not gloating over her victory over Rachel, she is simply praising God for the gift of another boy. She has given up trying to win Jacob’s love. He has finally killed her love for him by his inattention and bitterness towards her, so she praises God for her boys and centres her life in her children. Children make a family, they do not make a marriage, and so when a woman centres her life in her children and sexually locks out her husband, then the marriage, and probably the family also, is in deep trouble. Refer to the BTB studies, DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE – CELIBACY, MARRIAGE – POLYGAMY, FAMILY, and also WOMEN, WOMEN’S ATTITUDE, WOMAN’S BEAUTY.

PERSONAL AND PASTORAL APPLICATION
1.
Jacob is “working” for his goal rather than praying for his goal as his grand-father’s servant did. He therefore gets what human works will get you! Works without faith will always reap a harvest of trouble, and Jacob gets trouble from his wives and sons. He is so busy working that he doesn’t take the time to deal with his mental attitude sin towards Leah. He plays favourites and opens the door to jealousy in his household. Prayer alone opens the door to blessing; all our hard work does not achieve anything unless it is directed by the Lord. Unless the Lord builds the house, those that build it labour in vain. Psalms 127:1, Hebrews 4:1-11.

2.
Jacob loses control with drink and sexual lust. We are called to be filled with the Holy Spirit, never wine, for the Lord wants to control all our comings and goings, and direct all our works for his glory and in holiness. Only in the Holy Spirit’s control is there blessing in our work. Jacob is legalistic and self absorbed. He is ruled by his emotions and reaps great distress as a result. Refer to the BTB study LEGALISM. 


Jacob is a warning to us, and only as Israel does he become an example to follow. These chapters are a chronicle of disaster and let us take the warnings here very seriously. Moral sins are to be feared and fled from, especially any sexual immorality! 1 Corinthians 6:18, 1 Timothy 6:10-11.

3.
Marriage is built upon deep love and respect for the other. If any bitterness enters in, it will kill the marriage over time, if not dealt with. Bitterness is a destroyer of marriages, and no marriage should even go ahead in a climate of deception. Anyone coming to you as a pastor who does not whole-heartedly love their partner and respect and admire them is not to be married, for they are a time bomb ticking towards disaster. 


Marriage is a godly institution and it is not to be perverted by sins like lust or drunkenness, but equally it is not to be abused and brought into disgrace by casualness towards it, nor by marrying people who are clearly not suited to one another, and who do not have passion for one another. To marry such people is to be part of the devil’s plan for dysfunction to destroy the divine institution.  


Satan’s attack upon marriage and the family is aided and abetted by any pastor who marries people who clearly do not love and respect each other, or are unequally yoked. Every time a dysfunctional marriage is created the enemy rejoices! We are to set the example of Holy Spirit filled godly function, we are never to imitate the devil with dysfunctional lives, nor the sanctifying of other people’s dysfunctional relationships. Anything that falls short of God’s standard is not to be encouraged or supported, it is to be assisted to reach God’s standard. 


Marriage counselling must concentrate upon these things so that godly marriages are built up, and unequally yoked people are counselled away from each other before a marriage destined for dysfunction and divorce is created.

DOCTRINES
DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7, 8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11, Ephesians 5:18)

2. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.


(a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4, 5)


(b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)


(c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

3. Drinking of alcoholic beverages proved disastrous for certain persons


(a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)


(b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36,37)


(c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)


(d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-6)

4. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is condoned in certain areas. For example:- for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, moderate amounts of alcoholic beverages are permissible (Proverbs 31:6-7, 1 Timothy 5:23) Normal cough mixture for instance contains a significant amount of alcohol.

5. It is possible that the water which Jesus Christ turned into wine was an alcoholic beverage (John 2:1 -11 ). This passage neither condemns nor condones drinking of alcoholic beverages but was the use of a miracle to focus attention on the person of Jesus Christ as the God-Man-Saviour. Wine produces joy in the heart. (judges 9:13, Psalm 104:15)

6. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28). It leads to economic depression and encourages military invasion. Jeremiah 13:12-17

7. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcoholic beverages:-

(a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour, vehicle accidents.


(b) Causes paralysis of the eyes (Wernicke's disease), tunnel vision.


(c) Destroys brain tissue.


(d) Produces cirrhosis of the liver,

(e) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions. Alcoholism is drug addiction which involves destruction of the soul. (Galatians 5:20-2 1

8. Importance of abstinence from alcoholic beverages in youth cannot be over emphasised.

9. Conditions under which indulgence in alcoholic beverage should be avoided from a believer's viewpoint.


(a) Application of the law of love - towards believers.

(b) Law of expediency - towards unbelievers: used when drinking becomes a false issue in presenting the gospel.


(c) Law of supreme sacrifice - towards God: applicable when drinking hinders a specific ministry.

Application - In Australia probably alcohol should be avoided because of major problems, vehicle accidents, social problems. In Greece however, a glass of wine with a meal would be expected and rejection by a Christian could cause a false issue.

10. Drinking is related to degeneracy. Wine and drunkenness are used in the Scripture to represent the entire principle of sublimation involved in rejecting God's way. (Jeremiah 13:12-17)

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE

1. Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2. Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm. (Matthew 22:30)

3. Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4. God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5. If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6. Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church. 

a) in the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do. (Romans 8:7; 10:3)

b) you submit yourself by an act of freewill. 

c) a family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive. (Romans 13:1,5)

7. Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8. Grace and the man. 

a) the man is in the role of an initiator. 

b) the man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will. 

c) the man has to show his character to the woman. 

d) the man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9. Faith and the woman. 

a) the woman is in the role of a responder. 

b) the woman makes the choice of her free will. 

c) she is the one who uses faith. 

d) the woman needs time to grow.

10. Glory revealed.

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11. Compatibility.

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12. Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13. Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage :- 

a) the death of one of the partners. 

b) the desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage. (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)

c) inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18).

d) adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh. (Matthew 5:32; 19:9)

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE - CELIBACY

1. Celibacy is not ordered in the Bible.  It is recommended under certain circumstances and then only for those who can bear it.

a) To devote one's life completely to God's service (Matthew 19:11, 12; 1 Corinthians 7:32 - 35).  This is a spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 7:7).

b) In times of persecutions or impending persecutions (1 Corinthians 7:26) it is better to:

i) stay unmarried (1 Corinthians 7:28b, 32a, 38;  Revelation 14:4)

ii) postpone an intended marriage (1 Corinthians 7:37,38).

2. Because marriage is a holy institution ordered by God, celibacy is not a holier state of life than being married (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6).

3. To forbid marriage is warned against as being a sign of apostasy (1 Timothy 4:3). This results from the pagan view that the physical life is of a lower order.  Asceticism is not scriptural (Colossians 2:23).

4. Forced celibacy leads to debauchery (1 Corinthians 7:9).

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY

1. God instituted families and marriage from the start of mankind on earth (Genesis 2:24).

2. Marriage was to be monogamous (Genesis 2:24). They are classified as 'one flesh'. They must leave mother and father and set up their own house (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:4-5).

3. Adultery or breakdown of marriage was so serious a matter that it was included in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:14).

4. The husband is the head of the family (Genesis 3:16).

a) He should be willing to die for her (Ephesians 5:22-23).

b) He provides for his family (Genesis 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:8).

c) He should rear the children in the fear of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6,7).

d) He should not provoke his children (Colossians 3:21).

5. Wives are subject to their husbands (Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22,23. 1 Peter 3:1-6).

a) She has the place of honour in the home (1 Peter 3:7).

b) She has a deep desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16).

6. Children should be obedient to both parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 22:15; 23:13).

a) They must honour (Ephesians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:4; John 19:26).

b) If they honour their father and mother they will have long lives (Exodus 20:12).

7. Three ways in which normal family life parallels the relationship that God the Father has with "The Christ"

a) It is grounded from one head - (1 Corinthians 15:45-50).

i) In the garden of Eden Adam was created first and Eve was taken from Adam's side. Eve had to be taken from Adam.  The second Adam was Jesus Christ and out of Him will come a new spiritual race. 

ii) I am my father's child because I have received from him his image. Similarly when we are born again we receive the image of God.

b) The family is subject to discipline - (Hebrews 12:3-15)

i) It is important to train your children to live righteously. 

ii) God's discipline trains us to walk in His will, in the place of blessing.

iii) The child must learn wisdom from the parents. (Exodus 12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6:6-25, Joshua 4:5-8) God is wisdom.

c) The parents are responsible for their family's conduct, morally and legally.  Our witness reflects on God.

8. In a survey in the U.S.A. eight reasons were given as to why the family unit was being weakened in that country.

a) The rise of promiscuity.

b) Transfer of the protection of the family from the head of the family to the State.

c) Transfer of the education of the child from the parents.

d) Movement of family recreation from the family to outside including television.

e) Transfer of the place of production from the home to the factory.

f) The use of aged accommodation for senior members of the family rather than them staying in the home.

g) The loss of traditional homemaking skills and the rise of the supermarket society.

h) Transfer of religious instruction from the home to outside. 

SIN:  ADULTERY

1. Definition - Sexual activity outside of marriage.  This includes fornication, homosexuality, incest.

2. Adultery is prohibited by the Word of God (Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18; Colossians 3:5; 1Thessalonians 4:3).

3. Mental adultery is condemned (Matthew 5:27-28).

4. Adultery destroys the capacity of the soul to relate in faithfulness (Proverbs 6:32).

5. Sexual immorality has a destructive effect on the human body of both male and female (cf. 1Corinthians 6:13-18).

a) Male - impotence and inability to copulate.

b) Female - breakdown of response and pleasure in the sex act. Often frigidity or nymphomania, both are frustrating and a source of female misery.

c) Increased chance of sexually transmitted diseases.

6. Any sexual immorality ultimately leads to further frustration and an unfulfillable search for happiness (Ephesians 4:19,5:3).

7. Adultery is a bona fide basis for divorce (Matthew 5:32; 19:9; Luke 16:18).  Adultery has a huge impact between husband and wife in both mental (trust) and physical ("one flesh") areas.  However, forgiveness and the grace of God can overcome the effects of all sins.

8. Adultery or fornication is often used in the Bible to describe apostasy and unfaithfulness to God (Jeremiah 3:8-10, Ezekiel 16:23-43, 23:24-28; Revelation 17:1-5).

SIN:  JEALOUSY

1. Jealousy is the strongest of the mental sins. (Proverbs 27:3,4)

2. Jealousy is the most cruel of all sins; it turns a person into a monster.

3. Jealousy removes all happiness from a believer; it is a mental sin by which you make your own misery.

4. Some people cannot stand the success of others; consequently jealousy destroys the basis of friendship.

5. So great was the sin of jealousy that a whole offering of the Levitical Code was prescribed for it. (Numbers 5:11-31) It is the only offering that was designed for one sin only.

6. Jealousy is the basis for the destruction of married love. (Song of Solomon 8:6)

7. The same jealousy which destroys love can also destroy the normal function of the soul. (Job 5:2; Proverbs 14:30) This is the explanation of some cases of psychoses and neuroses.

8. Jealousy motivates to revenge. (Proverbs 6:34)

9. Jealousy of Joseph motivated his brothers to sell him into slavery. (Acts 7:9)

10. Therefore jealousy takes real or apparent wrongs out of the Lord's hand and intrudes on divine judgment. (Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:19)

11. Jealousy split the nation of Israel. (Isaiah 11:13 - Ephraim's jealousy of Judah)

12. Jealousy was the motivator of the religious leaders who crucified Jesus Christ. (Matthew 27:18; Mark 15:10)

13. Jealousy rejects the teaching of the Bible truths. (Acts 13:45; 17:5)

14. False doctrine of apostasy produces jealousy (1 Timothy 6:3,4).

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE – THE FRUIT OF

1. The fruit of the old sin nature falls under four categories:

a) Sensual 

b) Religious 

c) Social 

d) Personal

2. SENSUAL

a) fornication – porneia – illicit sexual activity or any sexual activity other than with your partner.

b) uncleanness ‑ akatharsia ‑ all acts of indecency and uncleanliness that shock people, this includes abnormal sexual acts

c) lasciviousness ‑ aselgeia ‑ unrestrained lust ‑ people who are having sex for their own personal gratification, treating other people as sexual objects for their pleasure. Paul recognises that we are tempted in all these areas. Matthew points out that it is not only the doing of these acts but the thinking of these acts which are sins.

3. RELIGIOUS

a) idolatry ‑ eidoltria ‑ worship of things other than God

b) witchcraft ‑ pharmakeia ‑ this involved magic, astrology, séances and sorcery.

c) hatred ‑echtros ‑ this is unrestrained rage without a reason. You get so angry that no one can talk to you at all.


iv) strife ‑ eris ‑ contentiousness ‑ this is argumentation in regard to Bible teaching and spiritual matters. 

4 SOCIAL

a) jealousy ‑ zelos ‑ a bitter hatred towards another person who has something that you want. This is the father of all the other sins.

b) wrath ‑ thermos ‑ this is getting hot headed or flaring up. I f the person does not control the power of a hot temper they are under the power of the old sin nature and not the Holy Spirit. If you get this type of trouble at a church meeting you turn to the Word of God.


c) seditions ‑    ‑ this is faction forming

d) heresies ‑ this is one step forward from seditions and is a person who wishes to build on the factions. An example would be the KJV group. By separating on the basis of the KJV alone you have fallen into far more evil than is present in variations in the versions.


e) evil ‑ this is tied into jealousy eating away at the souls of people who harbour resentment.

5. PERSONAL

a) drunkenness ‑ methai ‑ drinking alcohol to excess is not a sickness it is a sin. It is an inherited weakness, if your father is an alcoholic you should not touch alcohol at all because it is a weakness in the family. Avoid places where you could be tempted. If you have a weakness towards alcoholism you must deal with it.

b) revellings ‑ jomoi ‑ which means hell raising, a person who cannot bear silence but has to be drowned in noise all the time. Their life is empty and has no purpose but as long as they party vigorously and run from function to function they do not have to worry about their sin and the pointlessness of their life. When you are tempted to sin think about the Lord. Paul now adds and such like which means that if he has not hit their particular weakness they should fill in the blanks.

6. We all have weaknesses and unless you are on guard you fall every time. You have to ascertain your weakness and set your guard against it. God's way is to walk in the Spirit that is the way to deal with it.

WOMEN'S ATTITUDE

1. Firstly the women are to follow the men in prayer ‑ "in like manner also" 

2. The women should be in modest apparel which in the Greek means well arranged clothing, well co ordinated clothing suited to the occasion. 

3. Shamefacedly ‑ aidous ‑ modesty ‑ not intending sexual temptation. This woman is not setting out to tempt every man sexually in the church. 

4. Sobriety ‑ discreetness and self control, not in  the grip of passion so that she is under the control of her mind. 

5. Not with braided hair ‑ this involved a very radical hair style in the ancient world which involved six or seven hours work. If it takes a woman several hours to get herself ready for church she is wasting her time.

6. Or gold or pearls or costly array ‑ the rich women would plait gold and pearls into their hair. A woman should not be spending thousands of dollars on exterior beautification. The money should be spent on the Lord's work.

7. The emphasis should be on inner beauty and good works rather than as a rival to others in the exterior beauty stakes. 

WOMAN’S BEAUTY

1. Women should be adorned in "modest apparel" that is well coordinated clothing, not dowdy, not outlandish, but fitting to occasions, age and figure. (1 Timothy 2:9)

2. She should act with modesty (gk meta aidous), thinking of the effect that her appearance will have on others and her witness.

3. She should have soundness of mind and common sense (gk sophrosune), not putting emphasis on the external but on her character and inward beauty due to doctrine in her soul. (1 Peter 3:3)

4. Character, love, friendship, concern will be her assets. (1 Timothy 2:10, 1 Peter 3:4)

5. She should have a meek and quiet spirit. (1 Peter 3:4)

6. She is a "keeper at home". (Titus 2:5)

7. Caring for the household and the affairs of the family her family comes first, before all demands of clubs, societies and outside employment. She may be involved in all these things, but family comes first. (Proverbs 31:10-31)

Notes

CHAPTER 30

GENESIS 30:1-21
30:1 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. 2  And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb? 3  And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by her. 4  And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her. 5  And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. 6  And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan. 7  And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son. 8  And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali. 9  When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife. 10  And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son. 11  And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad. 12  And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son. 13  And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher. 14  And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes. 15  And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my husband? and wouldest thou take away my son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee to night for thy son's mandrakes. 16  And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and Leah went out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee with my son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that night. 17  And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son. 18  And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar. 19  And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. 20  And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and she called his name Zebulun. 21  And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah.”
REFLECTION
SEXUAL POLITICS IN JACOB’S TENTS

This is not a pleasant chapter to read, for all the things I have noted in the previous two chapters come to full fruition here. Sin, especially sexual and mental attitude sins, will always worsen and destroy more and more of what is good over time. Jacob is distracted by work and by his visiting many marital beds. He is enjoying himself sexually, but the cost is incredibly high. 

As you read this section do not think that God, or Moses, supports or approves of Jacob’s actions. Moses doesn’t have to openly condemn in the text, for as mentioned above, he has already given God’s policy regarding marriage in Genesis 2, and so the Lord’s disapproval of Jacob’s actions does not need to be laboured here. The children born of these unions will be blessed however, and will go on to be the foundational fathers of the tribes of the nation Israel. 

The children born of sin do not get judged for the sins of their fathers, except when they follow their father’s sins! Exodus 20:5-6. They will be blessed as they are obedient to the Lord’s Word through history, but the legacy of their sinful origin will emerge when they go away from the Lord’s clear Word. Sadly in the history of the people of Israel they will spend much time walking like their fathers, and in their adultery, drunkenness and jealousy of each other, will show the strength of their Jacob-like Old Sin Nature. Refer to the BTB study on SIN – OLD SIN NATURE on page 33 and also FOUR GENERATION CURSE on page 44.

Verses 1-2.  
Before we judge either of these two fallen people too hard, let us remember our own pointless and emotionally charged arguments! It is easy to get into self centred arguments in a marriage or family, and the challenge of the Lord is to pull back from emotional argument and sit with our problems long enough to pray over them and cast them upon the Lord. 1 Peter 5:5-8. Nothing is too hard for the Lord. Genesis 18:14, Jeremiah 32:17. 

The argument here gets very personal, with Rachel getting emotionally angry at Jacob for not making her pregnant.  “Give me children or I will die!” You can’t get much higher on the emotional scale than this sort of comment. Jacob’s response is just as emotional; rather than sitting with his wife and working the issues through, he immediately gets defensive. He takes the attack personally, when Rachel is simply venting her frustration at Leah winning the baby battles! This is not good marital communication at all, for each one is self centred, rather than other-centred as the Lord requires within marriage for success. 

They are both venting their personal viewpoints rather than seeking the Lord’s will and guidance in the midst of the trouble. They do not pray together, they fight and yell accusations at each other. In this we have another ugly illustration of dysfunction; of what the Lord hates in marriage, and what will destroy a marriage over time. Marriage is built on communication with respect, where each hears the other and responds in accordance with their joint desire to serve the Lord their God. Both have a lot to learn, but sadly they will enter into the sin of adultery to solve their problems rather than prayer like Rebekah did. Genesis 23:13ff.

A major longitudinal study of marriage and what are the factors that lead to divorce has been conducted in the USA from the early 1970s. It continues today, and the results have been a surprise to many. Three factors alone have been identified as relevant to the survival/destruction of a marriage. These three destructive factors are all found in the marriage of Jacob to Rachel, and in the other marriages Jacob enters into through his sexual behaviours. They are: 

1.
COMMUNICATION
Couples do well in their relationships if they feel heard by the other person, and then hear their concerns also.  Couples that make time for one on one communication invest in the success of their relationship.  Those who have success in their marriages invest this time in each other regularly; time where and when no interruption is possible is crucial to their success. This means no friends, no children, no mobile phone, no distractions!  Couples who want their marriages to be successful are advised to make time to just “hang out” together each week and talk together. A relaxed, happy and successful sexual relationship rests upon the foundation of each person feeling heard in all matters that concern them. People who do not feel heard, do not feel loved and adored, and over time their ability to love their partner will dry up within them.

2.
CONFLICT RESOLUTION
Conflict is not a problem if it is respectful, problem focused, and always gets somewhere. Conflict becomes a problem if it is associated with either person losing the plot, and/or it gets no-where, because the argument keeps going around and around without solution. Objective, or goal directed discussions are productive. Stepping back from conflict to ask, ‘what are we fighting over and what are our objectives?’, can achieve results quickly. If there is a fundamental difference in life goals, it will then become clear! When both raise their voices it is a sign that communication has broken down and the chance of resolution of the issues are small. Couples who want to survive with satisfaction look for ways to resolve their problems.

3.
CONTEMPT
No relationship can survive the last destructive element; that is contempt. Successful relationships are built upon respect and admiration for the other person. When this is lost it must be addressed before all else, or the relationship will break apart. Human beings require, respect, admiration and adoration within relationships, if they are to last. Couples who want success ask how they can build adoration rather than simply reinforcing frustration.

Verses 3-4.  
Jacob doesn’t need much convincing to have sex with Bilhah. The tradition was for this to occur in wealthy Middle Eastern homes, and the baby was accepted as the woman of the household’s, who would ensure that the child touched her body first (landed on her lap) as it left it’s mother’s womb. This was an early form of what we call surrogacy, but Moses has made it clear from the Garden of Eden onwards, that God considers this adultery. 

There is no judgment upon the child, but the parents will pay dearly for this sin. This practice gives us the basis of the Biblical position on all forms of surrogacy whereby a couple attempt to have children by means of sexual or reproductive activity involving other people’s sperm or eggs. Adoption is the only biblically legitimate form of obtaining children where a man and woman cannot conceive naturally. 

Verses 5-8.  
Jacob is not concerned about the consequences of his actions here, and like all who are guided by Old Sin nature area of weaknesses like lust, rather than the Holy Spirit, he eagerly continues his sexual relationship with Bilhah. Neither he nor Rachel have been in fervent prayer over this matter, and the sons of Bilhah will prove ready murderers of their brother born to Rachel later! 

Once again, I repeat, do not think Jacob is going to get away with his sin, for he is going to pay a terrible price for his sexual pleasures later when he loses Joseph. She calls Bilhah’s first son Dan, meaning “Judgment”, indicating that she believes God has judged her right and worthy of her sister as an equal. She calls the second boy born Naphtali, meaning “My conflict, or wrestling”, indicating that she is wining the baby wars over her sister. Some commentators argue that the meanings indicate her prayers are answered, (that she has wrestled with God in prayer over this matter) but Moses is careful of this issue of answered prayer. 

Moses has no-where mentioned they are praying at this point, and we cannot twist the text to make these names spiritual, for they have carnality as their source. The boy’s names indicate spiritual activity but both parents are out of God’s will here. These sons are born of sins; both jealousy and envy, and lust. The sins of the parents will have their consequences; it will just take another twenty years before they are seen. 

All sin has it’s flow on consequences, it is just a matter of time until they emerge! The boys will be a part of the Lord’s plan, but they should have been born by Rachel as a result of answered prayer, not by adultery with Bilhah. The cultural acceptance of this practice did not make it righteous. What our society accepts is of no relevance to us as believers, for the Lord’s opinion on matters alone carries any weight for us. We are His!

Verses 9-13.   
Leah is clearly still sexually active with Jacob, for after a certain period of time she realizes that she does not appear to be getting pregnant again and so she takes action to stay well ahead of Rachel. Isn’t this a terrible situation here? Can you see what an awful family life these children grow up within? Anyone who contemplates polygamy in a weak moment is a fool indeed. Jacob is blissfully unaware of the upset he is creating, or perhaps he is enjoying the rivalry between these women as it meets his sexual appetite, but he will pay dearly for his foolishness. 

Leah decides that if Rachel can use her maid then she can use hers also. Jacob makes no complaint and more sons are born to Zilpah. Moses by his clipped sentences condemns these actions and reminds us how quickly we all can fall into sexual sin. All it takes is carelessness in our decision making, and lack of prayerful carefulness over decisions about our sexual relationship. Leah will later discover that all she needed to do was pray and she would have conceived more children, and Rachel will learn this lesson also in time.

These verses hit me like a sledge hammer, for in my practice work I see at least two to seven people every week whose lives have been torn apart by sexual sin. They all tell the same story and it runs exactly down the line of Jacob’s sinful pattern here. They have entered into a sexual relationship or behaviour without thought. At times I will ask people, “What were you thinking of?” I ask this, not because they were thinking, but because I want them to see that they had stopped operating with intelligent life guiding their path, and had started to follow their Old Sin Nature lust. 

Jacob enters into all things his wives suggest and he will pay ten fold with grief for every moment of pleasure. Remember, God made sex to be pleasurable, and so the enjoyment of it is no guarantee to the righteousness of it in a particular situation. Sexual pleasure is designed to be expressed and enjoyed ONLY within the safe relationship of a right man with his right woman and no-where else. 

Many people think in hedonistic terms, that is, if it is pleasurable, then it must be alright, but this is a false decision making process that is satanic in it’s origin. Many things bring pleasure in the short term but death in the medium or long term. Pleasure seeking is a dangerous path, and Moses is telling the story here calmly and bluntly, without moral observation, because he knows where the story is going. Let us read on and be warned, and warn others lest they be nearly or actually destroyed like Jacob was by the consequences of his actions. Refer to the BTB study WORLDLINESS. 

Leah obtains, through Zilpah, as had Rachel through Bilhah, two further sons in the baby wars. Their names are, Gad, which means “a troop is coming”. Now pause and reflect upon this; she wants an army to out number her sister’s two. Then she names the next one Asher, which means “the happy one”, indicating that with this son she is really happy that she has won. Her focus is on her battle with her pretty, favoured sister and she is now content that through Zilpah she has won the battle. There is no spiritual thing here at all, just pure carnality on all parts, but out of all this sexual carnage, by faith later, the Lord will bring blessing to all. This chapter is an encouragement, because if a family can come back from this level of dysfunction and conflict and establish a nation, then there is hope for all. Romans 8:28.

Verses  14-15. Once again we confront the terrible cost within a marriage and family of many sexual partners for the husband. These woman actually bargain for their husband’s sexual favours with fruit! It is almost funny, and if it did not have such serious consequences for Jacob and Joseph it would be. 

We know the time this occurs in the year, for the mandrake fruit was ripe in May. It is a fruit that was associated with love and lovers. Song of Songs 7:13. Reuben, who is possibly a teenager at this time, goes into the fields and finds the mandrake fruit ripe. It is a lovely coloured fruit and it’s smell was appreciated by the ancients who believed it was the food of love and aided conception and fertility. The shape of the root of the mandrake plant can appear like a man’s body and so it was seen by women of that day and later ages as a potent aid to the conception of a son.

The two sisters are still living and working together, despite all the conflict, and Rachel sees Reuben coming in with the Mandrakes and giving them to his mother Leah. Rachel asks for some of them from her. Leah’s answer shows her mental attitude; she sees her sister as stealing her husband from her. This tells us that Leah is still feeling rejected by Jacob’s clear favouritism of Rachel as the beloved one. Rachel was clearly the one that Jacob was to sleep with this night, and so she offers her “turn” with Jacob to Leah, so that by sex she pays for the mandrakes that she then takes from Leah.

Verses 16-17.  
Leah has been upset by Rachel’s attitude and has expressed her own sadness of spirit. She runs into the fields and meets Jacob there and tells him of her “deal” with Rachel. Jacob simply goes along with anything and so they sleep together. The first light in this whole sordid chapter now is turned on by Moses comment; “God heard Leah’s prayer”. For the first time in a long time there is prayer offered and the Lord gives Leah another son. She sees that prayer has opened the door for her, and that Zilpah was not needed at all, all she had to do was pray and wait for the Lord to answer her prayers. 

Verses 18-21. 
Leah’s response to the answer to prayer is however wrong. She praises God for the answer to her prayer, but then identifies the Lord’s reason for blessing her as being that she gave her maid to Jacob. Her praise is right, but her deduction is wrong. Her actions were sinful, and God does not answer prayer according to deals we make, but according to his grace and in accordance with his plan. Leah still has much to learn of the Lord. 

She names her two sons, Issachar and Zebulon. Notice her comment again in verse twenty. She longs to have Jacob love and stay with her. Women who love a man do not want to share their man any more than men who love their woman will enjoy sharing their women. This marriage is a grief to all, and the eleven boys grow up in an atmosphere of negativity. Leah also gives birth to one daughter Dinah. 

The meaning of Issachar is “there is reward here”, or he brings reward”. The meaning of Zebulon is “dwelling place”, for she hoped that Jacob would spend his time with her after his birth. The meaning of Dinah is “justice”, indicating that she feels justified after her birth that she has done right. Jacob has other daughters, born probably to Bilhah and Zilpah, but these are unnamed. Genesis 37:35, 46:7. Dinah is introduced here because of the events of chapter 34.

PERSONAL AND PASTORAL APPLICATION
1.
Marital conflict is only overcome by making time for respectful listening and communicating. Arguments are never productive unless each person hears the other first. Let us commit to truly hearing our partners and responding to them in Christ like ways, for then by respect and prayer we will both obtain the marriage we seek. Men and women seek safe intimacy and security in their marriage relationship. Both can find that in a godly marriage. Let us ensure we teach and live these things.

2.
Carnality is often covered over by spiritual words. The boys and the girls are born into an atmosphere of sinful carnage in this home, and their mother’s fight and deal for sexual favours from Jacob. It is a terrible mess, yet even in this worst of places the Lord will bring his glory as they start to pray and remember their calling before God, and start to stand where Abraham stood. This family is a reminder that no place is too bad to be restored to spiritual power and life; all it takes is the devotion of the people to the path of God again. 

3.
Each of these children is faced with the challenge of standing in the faith of their grand-father and great-grand-father, or in the dysfunction of their parents. All generations face this challenge. We must challenge every new generation to stand afresh in the place of faith and spirituality, rather than the place of carnality. Volition is the test that each generation faces; how ill we stand before God? God has no grand-children, only children.

DOCTRINES
GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL

1. Definition :- Volition or free will is the responsibility before God to choose different ends and means in life.

2. The above definition does not say that one has the power to do what you choose but it does give the opportunity to choose.

3. God gave Adam a choice in the garden in (Genesis 2:16,17) where God told the man "thou shalt not eat" in the imperative mood which is a command.

4. Free will gives you the opportunity to want to accomplish things in conformity with God's will without having the natural ability to do so. (1 Kings 3:5-10) Solomon in this case wanted to judge but could not because of his own limitations.

5. In (Psalm 13) David's free will continued to be positive even though he had not been successful.

6. One of the reasons for the delay in the answering of prayer requests is to allow the strengthening of free will to desire to do God's will. 

7. Free will in both believer and unbeliever. (John 7:17)

8. Free will in giving. (2 Corinthians 8:12)

9. Free will cannot be coerced or compromised thus Christianity is a matter of obedience. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

10 As God is to judge all men it means that man is responsible for his actions and that all normal members of the human race have free will. (Revelation 20:11-15)

11.Relationship of free will is vertical, between man and God not man and man. (Ephesians 6:5-9)

12.Because man is subject to judgment there is an age of accountability as portrayed by the "rich young ruler". 

13.Animals and plants are not judged.

14.Free will also puts the responsibility on both ends and means. An example of the right end but wrong means is the sin unto death of Moses. (Numbers 20)

15.By application just because God is blessing a ministry, in the case of Moses by providing water it does not mean that the person is necessarily in God's will. God blesses through his grace and not necessarily because they are doing things by God's way.

16.Human viewpoint attack on free will - Determinism. 

(a)
The concept is that if one starts out with any physical item and I know everything there is regarding it and the laws that control it then I can dogmatically predict the future state of that item. 

(b)
This concept is incorrect as shown by the power of prayer (James 5:17).

(c)
It is possible for God to manipulate His universe. (Acts 16:26).

17.
Types of miracles in the bible 

(a)
natural - a variation of a natural law 


(i)
Elijah and the drought 


(ii)
Paul and the earthquake 

(iii)
Moses at the Red Sea with the east wind 


(b)
supernatural - a direct violation of a natural law 


(i)
The resurrection of Christ 


(ii)
Being born again

18.In physics this concept is called "Heisenburg's Uncertainty Principle" after the German Nobel prize winner who postulated it. Modern science now views a lot of the formulae of physics as occurring the vast majority of times but on odd occasions not complying with observed laws. Such non compliance would include miracles or manipulation by God.

19.Evolution is an attack on free will as it states that man is evolved from animals and is a higher form of animal. This is often reinforced in text books which state "men and the other animals" indicating that man differs in degree only and not in "kind". 

(a)
"Difference in degree" - hot and cold is a matter of relative heat; ice, water and steam are all water and of the same kind.

(b)
"Difference in kind - a square and a triangle.

(c)
Solomon in (Ecclesiastes 3:21), a believer out of fellowship assesses man as different only in degree from animals.

(d)
Based on evolutionary principles abortion can be justified and atrocities condoned against other races such as the Nazi reaction to Jews, gipsies and the Slavs. From this comes the concept that if we knew everything about animal behaviour we could then describe man. 

(e)
The Biblical view however is that we do vary in kind, not in degree (Genesis 2:16) with the thing that sets man apart from the animals being volition.

(f)
By implication man is never totally determined by his environment.

(g)
Hell is a monument to the fact of free will because if you do not have a choice you cannot be judged.

20.
Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will - 

(a)
What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide ?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.

David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

This is the principle of "unlimited atonement". (1 John 2:2)

(b)
What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will ?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

(c)
What about spiritual damage to free will ?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him. God who is all knowing asked the question "Where are you ?"

The principle of the "total depravity of man" is seen here in the fact that man will not of his own free will seek God.

In (Deuteronomy 5) Moses and all the Israelites heard a public address by God which the Israelites shrank back from.


God speaks to man in three areas:- 


(a)
He speaks to all men. (Matthew 5:45, Acts 14:17)


(b)
He has a more intense form of calling. (Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:1)


(c)
He calls through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (John 16:8-11)

It is however possible to so damage the free will regarding spiritual matters that it becomes impossible to believe or repent. 


Examples 


(a)
the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day. (Genesis 15:16)


(b)
the Pharaoh of the Exodus. (Exodus 7- 11)


(c)
those who accept the mark of the beast. (Revelation 13:8)


(d)
the reaction of unbelievers at the second advent. (Revelation 6:16)

21.However there are many areas over which even those who have had limited free will have control and the person who searches will find. (John 7:17)

22.If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? God has absolute sovereignty as shown by a study of His character. It is also clear that man has free will.

God uses his free will as creator whilst man uses his as a part of creation.

23.One way of looking at this is fatalism which is the basis of most eastern religions which state that man's destiny is set and certain.

24.Another way is autonomy which says that all things are uncertain and therefore history goes on chaotically.

25.True biblical sovereignty is based on the creator/creation concept with the creator outside the universe and the created beings within. 

Three non salvation examples:- 

(a)
Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck. The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute. Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved. They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man. (Acts 27)

(b)
The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification. We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven. We need to be actively involved in the chain of events. (Romans 8:28)

(c)
Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time. He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven. (Daniel 9:2)

God promises certain things but they are contingent on our prayer Using the principle of the sovereignty of God we can be confident in prayer if we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. (James 4:2)

26.Can free will be neutral ? The answer is no, one is either positive or negative towards God. For instance if a young man is keen on a girl and is asked if he is going to marry her and he answers he does not know. As long as he debates the question he will not marry her and is therefore negative to marriage.

27.Every attack in the Christian life has one common feature, the denial of the Word of God as shown in the temptation of our Lord. Each of them therefore is an attack on the character of God.

28.The act of negative free will to the plan of God is given in (Romans 1:18-32.)

In this passage:- 

(a)
the unbeliever hold the truth in unrighteousness. (v18)

(b)
the power of God is clearly seen by all men. (v19-20)

(c)
they became vain in their imaginations and worshipped part of the creation rather than the creator. (v21-23)

(d)
the result is sexual and other perversions. (v24-31)

(e)
they end up encouraging others to defy God. (v32)

29.Are the majority always right ? A scriptural example of this was Elijah and the prophets of Baal in (1 Kings 18) where on a public opinion basis Elijah would have been considered wrong. 

The concept that public opinion is always correct comes from the French philosopher Rousseau who stated "the most general will is always the most just also, the voice of the people is in fact the voice of God".

Another good example of this would be the public opinion that happened at the crucifixion of Christ.

30.There are therefore two classes in the Christian life, positive or negative to God's will.

31.In Old Testament times physical idols were common. The idols nowadays are commonly abstract in the form of ideas and concepts. It is up to the Christian to challenge these concepts where they occur.

WORLDLINESS

1. Worldliness  means to follow the beliefs and philosophy of man rather than that of God

2. Worldliness is the opposite to Godliness;  it is thinking/doing in opposition to God's revealed word. Titus 2:11-14.

3. All people are faced with the constant choice of following God's way or the world's. Romans 5:12, 3:19, 1 Corinthians 1:21, Ephesians 2:12,  James 1:27, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:20.

4. Satan is the "prince of this world", and has power to deceive those who are negative to God's plans.  John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 4:4, 1 Peter 5:8,9.

5. We must not love the world, 1 John 2:15-17.

6. We must hate all the world stands for, in thought and in deed. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, 11:30-32, Galatians 6:14, James 1:27, James 4:4, 2 Peter 1:3,4, 1 Corinthians 3:18, 19. 

7. We must not return to our old behaviour patterns, Ephesians  2:1-7.

8. This evil world system and the prince of this world will be condemned. Matthew 18:7, John 12:31, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Peter 3:7, 2 Peter 2:1ff.

GENESIS 30:22-43

“22  And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. 23  And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach: 24  And she called his name Joseph; and said, The LORD shall add to me another son. 25  And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country. 26  Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my service which I have done thee. 27  And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake. 28  And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it. 29  And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cattle was with me. 30  For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a multitude; and the LORD hath blessed thee since my coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also? 31  And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock. 32  I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the goats: and of such shall be my hire. 33  So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it shall come for my hire before thy face: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that shall be counted stolen with me. 34  And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to thy word. 35  And he removed that day the he goats that were ringstraked and spotted, and all the she goats that were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some white in it, and all the brown among the sheep, and gave them into the hand of his sons. 36  And he set three days' journey betwixt himself and Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks. 37  And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree; and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear which was in the rods. 38  And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came to drink. 39  And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted. 40  And Jacob did separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not unto Laban's cattle. 41  And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods. 42  But when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in: so the feebler were Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's. 43  And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and asses”.
REFLECTION
THE BIRTH OF JOSEPH AND JACOB’S SELECTIVE BREEDING “CON JOB” ON LABAN

Verses 22-24.  
Finally prayer is becoming the norm in the household. Rachel prays and the Lord hears her prayer and she conceives a son. She feels deeply the “reproach” of her childlessness, but finally has opted from God’s solution rather than through her maid again. She calls her son Joseph, which means, “taking away and adding”. This is not a name relating to mathematics but to the removal of her reproach and the adding of joy in Joseph’s birth. It is sad that she felt that the lack of a child was an insult/reproach to her from the Lord. She was, it is true, being disciplined for her attitude, but there was no spiteful dealing with her on God’s part. Hebrews 12:5-17. 

All that was ever required was prayerful repentance and life change. She never really gets it fully, but the Lord blesses her in grace with Joseph, and he is her joy for a number of years. Rachel is a beautiful but tragic figure, who never really reaches the spiritual beauty that she was capable of, but she has over her grave, that she was loved, and surely she was, not just by Jacob, but by God also. She will have another son later, but will die in child-birth with this one. Genesis 35:16-21. Her last son will be renamed Benjamin by Jacob, (Son of my right hand), although before she dies Rachel calls him Ben-Oni (Son of my sorrow).

Verses 25-26.  
After the birth of Joseph Jacob realizes that the time has come to leave Haran and head back to the land of promise. He speaks directly with Laban and reminds him of the service that he has given over what is now nearly fifteen years. He asks for the gift of his wives and children. This is an indication of the control Laban has had over Jacob. He had had to work fourteen years for his two wives, and until that period is over his wives and children technically belonged to Laban, for the bride price had not been paid and their control rested with Laban as the senior household member. Jacob must seek permission to leave.

Verses 27-28.  
Laban has learned that there is blessing by association with Jacob and that he is too valuable to lose at this point. Jacob has taken his small sheep operation and turned it into a very productive ranching enterprise. He asks Jacob to select his wage level and stay for a time with him.  There is a deep threat here also just under the surface.  This man is, I believe from later actions he takes, capable of the murder of his own son-in-law after he has control of Jacob’s family and wealth.
Verses 29-30.  
Jacob has learned a lot from this tricky man, and so he spells out the increase that Laban has obtained at Jacob’s expense and from his hard work. The cattle herd has increased and has brought great wealth to Laban. Now Jacob cannot complain, for it was he who made the deal for labour, and he didn’t specify any percentage gain to himself from the work done. He made a hasty business deal and he has delivered to Laban several princesses dowries in this time, but he has no come back on Laban, for it was his deal! Jacob wants the opportunity to work a really profitable percentage deal with Laban now, and so get superior wages for all the years he has been here. He does not want to just leave the house of Laban; he wants to leave in style and with great wealth.

Verses 31-32.  
Jacob has thought this through well before he has asked Laban these things. He asks for the mottled or chocolate coloured animals of the cattle, sheep and goats. These animals were not the “pure” breeds that were valued by Laban, but were good milk producers and were hardy. There were apparently enough of each category to build a sizeable herd from, with selective breeding, but not too many to make Laban feel he was losing too much initially.

Verses 33-34.  
Jacob explains that he will be paid only with these “second class” animals, and if any of the pure colours are found amongst his herds then that animal is stolen and is to be returned to Laban. Laban is now a very old man, and so is happy with the deal. He just wants Jacob’s good luck for him to continue.

Verses 35-43.  
Jacob’s plan is not to use magic as some try to explain here.  It was a very clever selective breeding program that he put in place. He ensured by the use of the white rods (he used saplings of trees that when the bark is taken off are a bright white in colour), that the females he wanted to mate were held at the feeding and watering troughs long enough to be mated by a similar coloured male. This reduced the possibility that his flock or herd would produce any pure coloured offspring, for both parents were mottled. 

He only mated his animals once a year to ensure that the offspring were strong, rather than twice yearly, as with the other surrounding flocks, when weak offspring may be produced at the Spring birth cycle. He kept his offspring strong, in good health, and ready to breed, and ensured that his animals were the ones controlled for the right partner to mate them at the troughs, and that Laban’s herds were not allowed to mate as often. 

He also kept the herds/flocks apart so that they could not mate together in an uncontrolled manner in the open fields. By doing this he ensured his flock grew slowly at first, and did not build suspicion of a plan behind the growth, but built to the point of exponential growth, when each year his herds and flocks would double in size. 

He became very prosperous with the increase and used the sale of animals (by which he also disguised the size of his expansion) to buy slaves in the market place to ensure his workers were never short of labourers in the fields. He prospers greatly, but Moses does not record that he or the Lord approves of Jacob’s trickery here. 

PERSONAL AND PASTORAL APPLICATION
1.
Beware in business when you make deals, for the deal will run it’s course. Be sure that what you seek is what you should be seeking by way of return so that no bitterness results. Beware also of “getting even” in any new deal made, for resentment is a bitter root to put down into another man’s soul. If people believe you have “ripped them off” or cheated them, they will harbour deep and abiding grudges that may sour relationships for generations. 

2.
Rachel is a sad and tragic figure in her married life. She is loved dearly but is sad with her love, for she robs herself of joy by her bitterness towards Leah. Neither woman truly breaks through to spiritual maturity, for both are focused upon the physical rather than the spiritual. They remind us that we can gain the whole world and still be unhappy unless we have the blessing of the Lord upon our life. 

DOCTRINES
TEMPTATION

1. The best case example of temptation is the temptation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for in this case we see the best techniques and tools to deal with this Satanic attack. Matthew 4:3ff.

2. We are constantly being tempted to walk away from the plan of God for our lives; into sin, evil, or distractions that are neither bad nor good, just things that will keep us from the path the Lord wants us to walk. 

3. As unbelievers Satan’s temptations focus on keeping us away from the Gospel message, so we never hear the truth, because we are too busy with other things. Once we are believers, Satan knows he cannot stop us reaching heaven, but he can rob us of rewards and ministry. Refer REWARDS.

4. Jesus faced his first temptation was physical; the desire to meet a physical need outside of the plan of God for him. Matthew 4:3-4. The test is to trust the Father for provision of the basics of life within his plan for his life, rather than inappropriately use power. Believers are often tempted to use the wrong means to do the right thing. We are to use the right means to achieve godly ends, and walk only in obedience to the Word of God in all things.

5. The second temptation centred in the distortion of the scriptures. Matthew 4:5-7. Satan quotes Psalms 91:11-12, but does so out of context. It is never right to deliberately put yourself in danger just to claim a promise of scripture, for such promises only operate within the Lord’s will, not I areas you have placed yourself at a whim! Refer GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD. Jesus responds to the temptation with the appropriate use of scripture quoting Deuteronomy 6:16, 17:4.

6. The third temptation was to short cut the Father’s plan by gaining power and authority another way than God ordained. Matthew 4:8-10. Once again, we see that all temptation centres in the plan of God and the Satanic strategy to get you away from the plan any way he can. Satan has always asked, “Why wait? – have it now!” Impatience is always a major distraction from truth. The plan calls for patience, and an attitude of faith and trust. Satan works with instant satisfaction, which is, of course, no satisfaction at all. Refer PATIENCE, PLAN OF GOD.

WEEPING

1. Weeping is an expression of unbelief. e.g. The weeping of Numbers 14:1 and Hebrews 3:19.

2. Sinful type weeping

a) David's tears of failure. (2 Samuel 18:33, 19:1-4)

b) Breakdown of the mentality in catastrophe. (1 Samuel 30:4, Psalm 42:3)

c) Weeping of the frustration and bitterness of old timers at the dedication of the second temple. (Ezra 3:12, 13)

d) The crying of the drunkards in national disaster. (Joel 1:5)

e) The weeping of fear because of the giants in the land. (Numbers 14:1)

f) The weeping of unbelievers at judgment. (Matthew 8:12, 25:30, Luke 13:28)

3. Bona-fide areas of weeping.

a) Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus (John 11:35). Weeping is therefore bona-fide at bereavement.

b) Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41) Weeping of patriotism.

c) Jesus wept on the cross (Hebrews 5:7)

d) As a mourner (1 Thessalonians 4:13)

e) An expression of happiness and faith

f) A reaction to pain.

4. There comes a time when all weeping is going to cease. (Isaiah 30:19, Revelation 21:4) after death.

Notes
CHAPTER 31

JACOB AND LABAN

GENESIS 31:1-18

“31:1  And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory. 2  And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before. 3  And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee. 4  And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, 5  And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father hath been with me. 6  And ye know that with all my power I have served your father. 7  And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 8  If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked. 9  Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to me. 10  And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled. 11  And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. 12  And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 13  I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred. 14  And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house? 15  Are we not counted of him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our money. 16  For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, that is ours, and our children's: now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do. 17  Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels; 18  And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in Padanaram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan.” 

REFLECTION

Moses has identified that Jacob expanded his herding enterprise above and beyond that of Laban. He prospered greatly and the questions started early in the process, as we will see below, but they really began to flow by the end of the sixth year of working the deal he had with Laban about who owned what in the flock. Genesis 30:31-34. He had taken wages and taken plenty, but it is only in the last year that Laban’s sons start to not just notice the significant inequality in the growth figures, but actively hate Jacob! 

Now remember, Moses tells the story in such a way that he makes it clear that he does not praise Jacob for his dealings, for Jacob is almost as crooked as Laban. Jacob has tried to bless himself, when with a slight modification he could have blessed them both. He has tried to punish Laban for his exploitative actions and greed towards him, rather than leaving Laban in the hands of the Lord for discipline. The Lord makes this point very clear to Moses, and so this story becomes a perfect illustration of what not to do, in contrast to the Lord’s clear instruction! Deuteronomy 32:35-43, Psalms 94:1-14, 95:1-11. 

These passages form an important back drop to this chapter, for the Lord makes it clear in the Old Testament, that vengeance indicates the vengeful person is not resting in faith, and as such he will not have rest in his spirit before the Lord. We are to trust the Lord to see us right and set things right when people are devious in their dealings with us. Romans 12:19, 1 Corinthians 6:1-8, Hebrews 10:30.

Verses 1-2.   
Once again God makes sure that Jacob overhears the words of Laban’s sons and perceives the change of heart of Laban also. Jacob needs to trust the Lord here rather than trust his own plans and deal making ability, and the Lord speaks to him directly to ensure he obeys. Jacob is not walking in the Spirit here, he is still in full operation of his plan to build himself up and pull Laban down, and so the Lord must step in with encouragement and with clear direction. 

God will move him steadily back to the land of Canaan for that is where the blessing is for Jacob now. Notice the attitude of the sons of Laban; they, like their father expect Jacob to work for nothing, and they would resent any growth of his flock, but they really hate the fact that his flock is now as large as their own. They see that Laban’s glory/wealth has been stolen by Jacob. They are both focused solely upon their wealth and this is the clue to Moses point here; there is a visible difference in God’s way of dealing and in fallen man’s way. 

Jacob could have grown both flocks and herds and both would have been blessed, but Jacob is a capitalist every bit as much as Laban, and he wants to be the biggest and the best, just as Laban does. The countryside around Haran is not big enough for both of them. 

It is time to leave, but Jacob fears a straight forward leaving, as he doubts that he would leave alive! In this he is probably right! He has overheard the hatred of the sons of Laban that likely goes to death threats towards him. When a man is as wealth hungry as Laban is, he will not want to lose control of Jacob’s flocks and herds, for they are supporting his status in the area. Such men will kill rather than let the person go. 

We see this operate at the point where marriages end and one partner kills the other rather than let them go to another. It is this self centred (Narcissistic) dynamic that operates with Laban. Jacob does need to escape this man. If he gave him time to say goodbye, this man would engineer a way to take back the animals and have Jacob go with very little, and possibly nothing at all. All Laban has to do is arrange for Jacob to have “an accident” in the fields, and at his death, the wives, the children and all that Jacob owned goes back to the senior tribal leader, and that is Laban. Jacob is in serious jeopardy here, and he needs to turn to the Lord his God for guidance and deliverance. He does not do so, but God in grace comes to him.

These people, with the Narcissistic personality, cannot bear to part with wealth, even if they have apparently, or really, given it to another. I have seen many cases in my clinical work through the years where the self centred narcissistic person took great vengeance when their partner tried to leave them. I have seen people destroy property rather than give it to their partner, and even destroy good businesses in pure spite, rather than hand over 50% to the person entitled to it. I have seen one arrogant and proud man spend $300,000 on lawyers to fight the legitimate splitting of assets worth only slightly more than that. Had he compromised early on he would have spent $3,000!
People who love wealth hate to part with it and will fight even the smallest assault on what they consider “theirs”, and they consider many things owned by others as, in their eyes, really “theirs”. These people are dangerous to the partner who tries to leave them, and the escape must be carefully and secretly planned and suddenly executed. Those who do not take extra-ordinary care to escape people like Laban, may never escape, lose everything, or lose their lives!  Jacob is right to plan his escape in the way he does given the nature of Laban. Proverbs 27:4, Titus 3:3-7.

The other factor we face here is the natural consequences for Jacob of being a trickster, or con man. The actions of Jacob have been as bad as Laban’s, and have gone too far to come back from. There are some things that apology can recover, but the deviousness of Jacob’s dealings does not allow for any way back. These two men cannot ever trust each other again; there is no solution possible here by negotiation, for both are self centred. 

Remember Paul’s words in Romans 12:17-21, that it is at times not possible to be at peace with another man, but the believer is called to ensure that there is no reason from their side for the trouble that exists. Jacob cannot claim the moral high ground here, even though he will later try to. They must separate permanently as a result of their mutual dealings here, and the contact between the two families will be over for good. There are spiritual dynamics at work here also with polytheism creeping into both families as we will see below and it’s influence must be fought by Jacob within the very heart of his family. It may be that this will lead to the early death of Rachel. 

Verses 3-4.  
The Lord directly intervenes to protect and advise Jacob of the required action to save his and his family’s lives. Jacob is careful to call the two key wives into the fields where they can talk without any servant in Laban’s pay as a spy overhearing them. The Lord’s command is clear and concise; he is to return to the land promised to Abraham. He is to return to Isaac; to his natural and spiritual family, and he has the promise of the Lord as he goes that the Lord will be with him in his obedience to this command. 

He does not realise just how strongly the Lord will protect him on this journey, even appearing to Laban to stop him doing Jacob violence.  There is security for us all as we are obedient to the Lord. Moses and all the prophets clung to this truth, as must we all as we advance in our service of the risen Lord. Deuteronomy 33:27-29, Isaiah 41:9-15, Hebrews 13:5-6, 1 John 4:4. 

Verses 5-6.  
He speaks with his two wives in the fields, well away from preying eyes and ears. Note Jacob’s words here. He begins by speaking of Laban’s change of heart towards Jacob and tries to get the women to give him any feedback as to what they know. He also tells them that the Lord God who appeared to him on the way has appeared again and he has a word from the Lord to advance on this new path. They have been in Haran together now for twenty years, and it would be easy for the two woman to want to stay amongst their own people, rather than follow Jacob into the land of Canaan as their aunt had done. Genesis 24:58-61. 

Rebekah had moved quickly, but these women have been in no hurry to leave the land of their father, and so Jacob does need to sound them out and ensure they are with him before he announces his plan to escape. He pleads with them that he has worked himself to the bone for their father, and that they know to be true. They may not realise the full extent of Jacob’s “selective breeding program”, but they are happy with the results, and they do want to leave their father’s control, and that is what Jacob needs to hear and know for sure. 

Both women are in their late thirties or early forties at this point, with Jacob being around 100 years of age. Those who doubt the ages here, remember the grave in Westminster Abbey, that you can visit, of Thomas Parr, who died at 152, and who married first at aged 100, and who never forgave himself for committing adultery at age 110! This man is a modern example of old age and full sexual function. Don’t let anyone tell you we are dealing with myth here.

Verses 7-8.  
Jacob now recounts that over the last six years Laban has tried to change the deal they came to, Genesis 30:31-34, and he has tried ten times to make variations in it. Why would someone do this? The answer is indicated above in our discussion of narcissism, for such people as these will always try to alter deals after the ink has dried on them, and they will keep on trying to whenever they think you might be gaining, even if they are gaining more! These people are driven by lust and there is no logic to their actions, for envy and jealousy drive them. 

Many examples of this fill my clinics every week, where frustrated, honest business men face the consequences of the evil of others in trying to change business deals for their own advantage. This occurs in all business fields, from real estate, to banking, to commerce. It occurs because of the Old Sin Natures of carnal men who can’t bear to see others do better than them, even if they are gaining by the deal.

A businessman friend of mine was offered a good commission deal to sell commercial insurances for a major international firm during a time of economic tightness. He worked really hard, got on planes and went into Asia and worked from China through Australia and New Zealand, and put together business for this firm worth over a hundred million dollars. His commission for this was several million dollars and the firm tried to stop him being paid! They failed, but fought him right to the court steps! 

Now pause and reflect upon this. The firm had made several hundred million dollars, and had a man who would win business against the existing financial conditions, and yet pure greed by the General Manager of the firm, who resented his agent making more money that he had, caused them to take action against their highest flier! What drove this? The answer is sheer greed, envy and jealousy! 

My friend stopped working for that company and it never did as well as it had then for many years, and they even dropped their percentage in commission and so ensured that they only ever got second rate agents from then on!  This mental attitude will be with us until the Old Sin Nature of mankind is destroyed by the Lord’s direct action. People like Laban and Jacob are everywhere, and people in business had better get used to these sorts of people, for they are ruthless but self defeating. Do not think that such people will appreciate you, for they will not! To defeat or escape from such people one needs to walk close to the Lord. Psalms 105:13-15.

Verses 9-10. 
Jacob says that it is God who has obtained the cattle for him, but that is not strictly true, for Jacob’s trickery has achieved this. Jacob is still out of fellowship here, yet the Lord has spoken to him. There is a message here that is very encouraging. Even when we are way out of line the Lord’s love for us is unchanging. We do not get what we deserve, but what God wishes for us in his grace. 2 Timothy 2:12-13. 

Jacob tells of a dream where he saw all the animals becoming coloured due to the Lord’s work. Now this previous dream has not been mentioned to date by Moses in the text and so we must be a little suspicious about it being told to the wives now, rather than when it occurred. Is he simply trying to justify his own actions? Commentators are divided on this score, but the weight of evidence, as Moses details it, makes me think Jacob is being Jacob here; he is not yet acting as Israel. God’s grace in sticking with Jacob is all the more remarkable and a reminder that the Lord forgives and restores us. Refer to the BTB studies on GRACE at page 5 and GOD -FAITHFULNESS, , CHRISTIAN CHARACTER at the end of this section,.

Verses 11-12. 
Having spoken with the wives and knowing that they are with him in his plan to escape from their father’s clutches Jacob goes on to tell them of his recent encounter with the Angel of the Lord (the pre-incarnate Jesus) in the real dream he has just had. Refer to the BTB study CHRIST – ANGEL OF JEHOVAH. 

His response to the angel is direct and strong, indicating that he is ready to serve and obey the Lord. The angel of the Lord supports him, not because of Jacob’s trickery, but because the angel has seen what Laban has done. The point for us all is clear. Leave your troubles in the Lord’s hand and he will deal with those who corruptly try to abuse you. The Lord has been watching Laban all the time, and all Jacob had to do to prosper was trust in the Lord and deal honestly with Laban. Had he done that he would not be facing as much trouble as he now faces, but he would still be facing trouble from Laban. Having observed this, remember my observations about narcissists above, and see that Jacob would still have to escape this man, for even the most honest men are abused by these people.

Verses 13-14.  
The word of the Lord to Jacob and his wives is to trust the Lord and move out back to Isaac in the land of Canaan and the Lord will be with them and prosper them on their way. They are to head for Bethel and there they are all to worship the Lord as Jacob had when he had the vision that night. Spirituality is called for from all the household so that they might be in fellowship and safe on this perilous journey. Notice the concerns of the two women. They are not focused upon the spiritual significance of the appearance of the Angel of the Lord but upon the wealth inheritance they want from their father’s house before they leave it. They are worried about their inheritances rather than leaving their inheritances in the Lord’s hands. Refer to the BTB studies. CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE on page 23 and CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONSECRATION,  SEPARATION, SPIRITUALITY-CARNALITY, and THINKING BIBLICALLY below.

Verses 15-16.  
The two women have been watching their father spend the money Jacob has made for him. This money is in effect their dowry and would normally be given back to the girls as they left the house. They have been watching it disappear as their father buys more and more slaves, cattle, sheep, goats and camels. They know their father and realise that he will not give any of these away to them as they go and they are bitter about that. If they flee they will not get anything from their father.  We must leave our “stuff” in the Lord’s hands, and trust His provision.
Now they are right and he will pointedly omit to mention any dowry payment in his later speech to Jacob. They make it clear to Jacob that they know he has “taken” wealth from their father, and they are happy with this “theft”, because they see it is for them and their children that Jacob has done this. So they finish by saying, whatever God has said do it. Now notice the order of their logic. First they mention the wealth and Jacob getting it from Laban, then their obedience to the Lord’s command. They are both all too alike their father, and we will find that this stretches to compromise in religious worship also.

Verses 17-18.  Jacob moves quickly to escape. This is crucial when dealing with such a man as Laban. Any delay will allow the details of the plan to leak out and once Laban knows they are going their lives are in danger. Jacob knows the whereabouts of Laban and his plans, and he has wisely kept their flocks at least several days journey apart so that it will take some time for information about any moves he makes to reach Laban. They move quickly, and they empty their Haran home without arousing suspicion and break their camp in the hills and start to head south with their flocks and herds. They will be moving slowly, at the speed of the slowest animal, so they need several days start on Laban to try to make it not worth while his following them.  

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
God is faithful even when we are faithless and foolish. God does not give up on us because of our sinful and carnal ways. We are challenged to return to the Lord our God and serve him with focused energy in spirit and in truth for he loves our souls. Let us cast our cares upon him and serve him as he deserves to be served and walk in the Spirit, for then we minimize the carnage we face.

2.
Beware the narcissists in your life. People who are ruled by their lusts will NOT operate logically at all. Do not expect them to see a logical path, for they see only self centred things that will lead to your destruction if you are not careful and prayerful in all your dealings with them. Do not try to be logical, nor to try to understand them; they are just evil!  Just see that you are confronting evil and move in prayer towards the goal the Lord has set before you.

3.
There is a time to flee from certain situations. Walk closely with the Lord and you will know when that time has come. When we walk with the Lord we will face the hatred of evil men. Jesus told us to not be surprised when we are hated; let us just ensure we are hated for the right reasons, not because we have been dishonest. John 15:18-21, 1 John 3:13-15.

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

1. True Christian character is Christ like ness.  Ephesians 4:13.

2. True Christian character is produced by dealing with sin regularly. 1 John 1:5-10.

3. True Christian character is produced by feeding on God’s Word and applying it in life in the power and filling of the Holy Spirit.  Hebrews 4:1-2.

4. It is in tune with the will of God for the life, by being responsive to the Holy Spirit in all the daily details of life.  Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19.

5. Character is formed by the power of God working on an obedient, yielded life. Romans 12:1-2.

6. Character radiates God’s power and presence through the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23, Colossians 1:11.

GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure. - Hebrews 10:23

4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful. - 2 Timothy 2:13

5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13

8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13

9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23

10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9

14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

CHRIST - ANGEL OF JEHOVAH

1. The Angel of Jehovah is identified as Jehovah (Genesis 16:7-13, 22:11-18, 31:11-13, Exodus 13:21 cf 14:19, Judges 6:11-23).

2. The Angel of Jehovah is distinguished from Jehovah (Genesis 24:7, Exodus 23:20, 1 Chronicles 21:15-18, Zechariah 1:12-13).

3. The Angel of Jehovah is therefore a member of the Trinity - the same as Jehovah, but distinct from Jehovah.

4. God the Father and Holy Spirit cannot be seen by man face to face (Exodus 33:18-23; John 14:17).

5. Therefore, the Angel of Jehovah is the second Person of the Trinity:  the pre-incarnate Lord Jesus Christ.

a) Jesus Christ identifies Himself as Jehovah (I AM) (John 8:58)

b) The Lord Jesus Christ is the visible/manifest member of the Trinity (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15-16).

c) The Angel of Jehovah never appears after the Incarnation (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15, 16, 1 John 4:12)

d) Both the Angel of Jehovah and Jesus Christ are sent by Jehovah (the Father).

6. The Angel of Jehovah appeared only in the Old Testament.

a) He wrestled with Jacob. (Genesis 32:24-30)

b) He redeemed Jacob from all evil. (Genesis 48:16)

c) He spoke to Moses from the burning bush. (Exodus 3:2)

d) He protected Israel at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:19)

e) He prepared Israel for the Promised Land. (Exodus 23:20-23)

f) He reassured Joshua (Joshua 5:13-15)

g) He commissioned Gideon (Judges 6:11-23)

h) He ministered to Elijah. (1 Kings 19:5-7)

i) He saved Jerusalem from Sennacherib. (Isaiah 37:36)

j) He preserved Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego in the furnace. (Daniel 3:25)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONSECRATION

1. Consecration means full surrender of self to God. (Romans 6:13)

2. This is the attitude of "denying self" and "not my will, but yours be done" (Matthew 16:24, 26:39, Galatians 2:20).

3. This is the only acceptable gift to God. (Romans 12:1,2)

4. The consecration of the Temple is a picture of the believer's life:  the Outer Court (the body), the Holy Place (the soul) and the Holy of Holies (spirit)

5. You are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and therefore must be set apart as a holy vessel (Romans 12:1-2 cf 1 Kings 8:1-11)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION

1. Believers are instructed to be separated from habitually carnal believers. (1 Corinthians 5:10, 11

2. Separation is ordered from apostate religious organisations. (2 Corinthians 6:17)

3. Separation is commanded from unbelievers where scripture is compromised by the relationship or marriage, business partners. (2 Corinthians 6:14 ff)

4. Separation is commanded from the human viewpoint. (Romans 12:2, Romans 16:17, 18)

5. Separation is commanded from pseudo spirituality. (Romans 16:17, 18)

6. Separation is commanded from those who seek pleasure in fast living - pursuit of parties, immoral situations. (1 Peter 4:4)

7. Separation is commanded from other believers who reject Bible doctrine. (2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  THINKING BIBLICALLY

1. We must think with Holy Spirit filled discernment.  Refer SPIRITUALITY.

2. Our discernment is determined by the amount of God’s Word we have read, understood and applied into our lives. Colossians 1:9-11.  Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study Colossians 1.

3. Our human IQ is of no significance in thinking biblically, for the Holy Spirit will teach us as we seek to learn and are obedient to what we learn. 1 Corinthians 1:19- 2:16. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of 1 Corinthians 1.

4. To think biblically we must apply what we know. James 1:21-25. Refer EBCWA CD or website for detailed study of James 1. There is no such thing as knowledge that remains unapplied, for such “knowledge” is simply self deception.

GENESIS 31:19-55

“19  And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had stolen the images that were her father's. 20  And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. 21  So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead. 22  And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. 23  And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead. 24  And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 25  Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead. 26  And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword? 27  Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp? 28  And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in so doing. 29  It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 30  And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods? 31  And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me. 32  With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 33  And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the two maidservants' tents; but he found them not. Then went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. 34  Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the camel's furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, but found them not. 35  And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for the custom of women is upon me. And he searched but found not the images. 36  And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob answered and said to Laban, What is my trespass? what is my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me? 37  Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy household stuff? set it here before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt us both. 38  This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. 39  That which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 40  Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep departed from mine eyes. 41  Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten times. 42  Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight. 43  And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they have born? 44  Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between me and thee. 45  And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 46  And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap. 47  And Laban called it Jegarsahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. 48  And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed; 49  And Mizpah; for he said, The LORD watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another. 50  If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with us; see, God is witness betwixt me and thee.51  And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee: 52  This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 53  The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac. 54  Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 55  And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them: and Laban departed, and returned unto his place.”
REFLECTION
Verses 19-20.  

Laban heads out to shear his sheep. It is the time he will need to be most alert to dishonesty, for the theft of fleeces would be a serious business for his cash flow. He is pre-occupied and so Jacob makes his move at that point. There is a chance for Jacob to move south for several days before he is spotted as being absent. Rachel does a foolish thing at this point and it is not apparently for wealth related reasons. She steals her father’s household idols or gods.   It is a bizarre act when you are fleeing, unless you believe they are helpful or powerful.

The Syrian peoples, like the people of Ur, had many gods and goddesses in their pantheon; almost 3000 by some counts. The pagan peoples would have as many gods as they could afford to have made in each house as “good luck charms”. Laban is an idol worshipper as well as worshipping to the true God. Compromise religion is going to be the problem for his family, but also sadly for all of Israel’s early history, and the battle against paganism is constant in their history until the Exile eliminates it from their psyche. Rachel may be herself an idol worshipper. This may be the reason she will die early in her new life in Canaan. We will come back to this point, for her theft and hiding of these idol statues puts everyone’s life at risk.

Verses 21 – 22.  

Jacob passes over the Euphrates River and heads for the mountains of Gilead. To get across the river is no mean feat and may have involved barging animals with many trips required. Jacob works hard to make his escape. Laban is told that Jacob has gone on the third day, so Jacob is well across the river now and heading as fast as he can southwards. Laban’s actions now are with the seriousness of a man who has seen his wealth evaporating, and he means Jacob serious harm.  His violence is unmasked for all to see if any have had doubts to date.
Verses 23-24.  

Laban heads south with his “brethren”; that is, his close relations and their armed men. This is an “honour party”, out to avenge the family honour, and such war parties normally sought the death of their prey to avenge their sense of moral outrage. Later we find that there are four hundred armed men with him. This was a sizeable force with which to cross the river Euphrates and would have created considerable alarm amongst the surrounding nations and city states of the area. They were all used to Arab raiding parties of several hundred men and all city gates of the area were closed at night fall to ensure no such groups were able to easily overwhelm the outer defences of the cities and villages.  

This was a serious pursuit and lasted seven days, but these men are able to move faster than Jacob with his animals. Jacob pushes his animals along as we will see, for he later will observe to Esau that his flocks and herds are “weak”. It has been a hectic few days of travel for them all. This is high drama and they catch Jacob by Mount Gilead. Look at your map at the back of your Bible and see just how far Jacob got to in ten days and you will see just how fast he travelled. 

God moves at the last moment to warn Laban not to touch Jacob, and even to be careful about how he speaks to him. Laban is warned not to challenge Jacob’s decision making that has led to his leaving. The Lord makes it clear that he is with Jacob and this alone protects Jacob when Laban catches him. The men he has taken with him are not there for decoration, and they will be promised part of any loot after Jacob has been caught, so the Lord’s appearance to Laban on the last night is timely and crucial. The Lord delivers us! In him alone are we safe and secure from our enemies.

Verses 25-26.  

Laban arrives and makes camp opposite to Jacob. They are like two warring camps and their armed men will all be on alert, but Laban has made sure that he outnumbers Jacob well and truly. Laban seizes the moral high ground immediately in the first stand up meeting the two groups have between their camps. Laban accuses Jacob of theft of his daughters. Now this is a joke, but it tells us that all Jacob’s suspicions about this man are correct. He wants revenge and only the Lord’s words hold him back from violence. He also wants to control his children and grand-children and doesn’t want them out of his sight. He is clear that Jacob has acted deceitfully in his escape and has acted in a culturally unacceptable manner. Laban accuses Jacob of acting as if he has kidnapped his daughters. It is high drama and total hypocrisy on Laban’s part. Jacob needs to be careful here however, as a wrong reply will unleash the 400 armed thugs in his direction. 

Verses 27-28.  

He asks the pointed questions as to why Jacob has fled and why so secretly? He is urgent and offended in his tone, and Jacob wisely answers nothing, but allow his father in law to vent his anger in this early time. Whenever you are in a tough business place it is always best advice to let the other people speak first, so that you can see their position. One of the ancient world’s great thinkers was quoted as saying, “Speak friend, that I might know you”. Jacob just listens while Laban pours out his venomous hypocrisy. He speaks as if he is a loving father and grand-father who just wanted to throw a party for Jacob and the team, yet it would have been a “sudden death party” had he thrown one at all! 

This man is speaking lies and hypocrisy, but Jacob will not challenge him on the truth of anything he says here until the right moment when he is able to completely silence Laban. Jacob has learned what sadly many I see in my clinic don’t understand, that you cannot ever challenge these people and escape with your life unless you time it perfectly, and expose them so thoroughly that they cannot answer you. They cannot handle the truth and will try to bury you if you let on you have spotted their lies in any way at all. They must be managed carefully or they will attack. The only way they can be answered and silenced is with what an old detective I worked with called, “The East-Lite File approach”. By this he meant that the evidence against them needs to fill several files, and it all needs to be laid on the table at one point, so that they are overwhelmed by it and silenced totally. Anything short of this and they will lie their way out. Remember narcissists do not think they are the same as others, they believe they are special and entitled to special treatment, and have special rights above normal people. Jacob will act carefully, especially after Laban mentions that the Lord has spoken to him the night before. Jacob will see that the Lord has indeed protected him.

Verses 29-30.   

Laban now gets to the important part of the issue. Jacob has left because he longed after his father’s house. Laban recognizes that his desire to be gone is legitimate and that the Lord has told him not to challenge Jacob’s decision to head south again. He warns Jacob that he has the power to use against him if he wants to, but that God has warned him not to. When a person warns a man of an obvious thing he is trying to pressure him, and that is exactly what Laban is doing here. 

His men are anxious for a fight, especially the sons of Laban, who have already expressed their hatred of Jacob. The last words must have been a surprise to Jacob. Why have you stolen my household gods? Jacob would not have thought of such a thing and so he will answer with moral outrage to Laban and offer the death of anyone who has done such a thing. This gives him the opportunity to exert his authority over his people and reclaim the moral ground. Psalms 52:1-9, Proverbs 29:23-26, John 19:8-11.

Verses 31-32.  

Jacob now says that he feared Laban and his actions, but he stops short of accusing Laban of lies when he spoke of the party he would have thrown. “I feared you”, is a statement that builds up Laban as a mighty man to be feared, and narcissists love to be respected or feared by people they consider their inferiors. Jacob is strong in his statements but careful in them also. He is able to speak strongly regarding the stolen gods for he has no knowledge of the theft of Rachel. 

Verses 33-35.  

Rachel proves herself a cunning and desperate thief here. She must cover her tracks and does so easily by pretending she is having her period and must stay still. The men who Laban has will assist him in a thorough ransack of all of Jacob’s tents, and will do a thorough job, but the superstitious fear of menstrual blood will keep Laban and his men from touching Rachel, and the fact that she is Laban’s daughter means neither he nor they will violently move her either.  She has been cunning, but the Lord has seen her actions and he will act against her, for these gods are an evil and were not to be taken in the first place, let alone treated as if they are of any value.

Verses 36-41.  

Jacob now is really angry and because Laban has failed to find the stolen gods, Jacob is ready and able to really and fully abuse him for his deceitful dealings, without Laban being able to answer back. Jacob has left his defence until now, and it is the right time to publicly accuse Laban of his deceitful dealings. Jacob mentions everything he has against Laban and does so in front of the full gathering of his men and Laban’s men. By this public attack he protects himself from attack, because all the men know that Laban has been tricky with Jacob. 

Jacob lists his grievances one by one and builds his overwhelming case for Laban to back off. Notice he gives Laban room to move, for he still has 400 armed men with him, and even the word of the Lord may be over-ruled by Laban if he is pushed far enough. Notice Jacob’s defence, for the things said here must be true, or else some from the sons and other relative of Laban will challenge them. Jacob could have done more to build up Laban’s flock, but he hasn’t taken anything from the flock of Laban, nor has he charged Laban for lost animals and those eaten by lions and other predators. He has acted in accord with their deal, although he doesn’t speak about the selective breeding he has done. He finishes on the charge that Laban has tried to change the deal ten times, and that he has worked for all the animals he now has. The men with Laban now know the truth and with the gods not found they are left without reason to attack Jacob for “honour”. 

Verse 42.  

It is here that Jacob really spells out publicly the true reasons for the peace that is here within the tension between the two groups; firstly, God has spoken and Laban fears the Lord of Abraham. Secondly the major force on the ground is that of Isaac, who is still able to muster an army himself, and who is only a few days march away from the mountains of Gilead. Isaac is the hidden threat to Laban and Jacob’s reference to him may arouse concern on the part of Laban and his men, for they know they are at least ten days from home and Isaac is only a couple of days from them. They know the story of Abraham chasing the army of Chedorlaomer and they are in the area he was chased through!  There are good reasons now to make peace with Jacob and let him go south to join Isaac again, and for them to head away to safety to their people north of the river. 

Verses 43-44.  

Laban still argues that everything here is his, and his comments make it clear that this man would have killed Jacob to keep everything intact north of the river had he felt the need to. He is a totally self centred man and he will not accept that Jacob has a right to anything, but he realises that he has been outplayed in front of his men and must make a covenant of non-aggression with Jacob and through Jacob with Isaac. He fears the Lord, although he does not serve Him as his father did, but has allowed household gods to creep into his dwelling places. 

Verses 45-46.   

Jacob builds the memorial stone pillar and gets all the men present to each place large flat stones around it forming a circular platform, and upon that platform they will eat a feast that will mark the covenant between them. This is a significant monument, with a large central stone and surrounded by enough stones for over 400 men to sit upon and eat. All covenants were sealed by a feast. It is a mark of the irony of this event that Laban said he would have put a feast on, but it is Jacob who has to kill some from his flock and actually put the feast on for Laban’s men. This will seal the covenant between them. Notice the deal they make here. 

Verses 47-48.  

It was customary to name a place after a covenant was made, with each person naming the place and thereby expressing what they hoped the covenant meant. Laban calls the place in the Chaldean language “the place where the great circle of stones was set up as a witness”. Jacob calls it Galeed, or “the circle of witness”. Both indicate that they believe the stones stand for a witness to their arrangement and thereby agree to the deal made. 

Verses 49-50.  

Another name for this place was Mizpah, and it would be a place of sad massacre in Jeremiah’s day. Jeremiah 41:1ff. The meaning was “watching place”, meaning that this was the place where the Lord reminded them that he would watch over them both to ensure they kept their arrangement. The main concern that Laban had was for his girls, that Jacob would not take other women as wives and so undermine the authority of Leah and Rachel. It was a real fear, for the old Jacob had been known for his sexual appetite, but he was now on the path to being a changed man and he easily accepts this rule, for he seeks no other wives now. 

Verses 51-54.  

This pillar marks the boundary line for Jacob and Laban. Both promise to not cross the line that this marks on the journey to Haran. Laban has ten days journey before he reaches home, and Jacob only three to five, so Laban gets the biggest territory to wander in if he wishes, but the truth is he will not re-cross the Euphrates River and both men know it. Jacob gives Laban a moral victory by agreeing to this. Laban walks away and can boast that he has the greatest area of influence, but Jacob walks away alive and free of this evil man, and he knows that God has promised him all the land, and no deal he has cut here will negate God’s promise to Abraham Isaac and himself. 

Note the words of verse 53. Laban does not speak as if the God of Abraham and Nahor is his God. He also tells us that Terah was also a worshipper of the true God. When did the idols enter into the house of Laban then? Had there been compromise before this date? Jacob swore the oath in the fear of his father Isaac, for he was the man of faith at this time. Jacob will operate in his own strength in a few moments, but he stands under his father’s covering still at this point. 

There is a good lesson here, for many make a stand in the “fear of their father”, or under the mentorship of their pastor, but having done that they relax into the Lord’s hands themselves, and the next thing they do often surprises everyone, for they speak with authority in the Lord in the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

At this point Jacob finds inner strength and focus and he becomes the priest for them all and offers a sacrifice upon an altar he builds there and then, and calls upon the name of the Lord to cover them all. Jacob is starting to exercise his priesthood before his family now and he does not offer any compromise with the sons and grand-sons of Nahor, nor does he meet the idol worshippers half way! We are too used to compromise in our day, and the Lord has no place for it. We are to stand for truth alone and oppose all who stand for evil with the strong proclamation of the truth.

After Jacob leads them in true worship and prayers are said he then calls them all to eat bread together and they stay up all night eating and talking upon the great platform they have built. There is fellowship here on the basis of the true worship of the true God.  As a result of the true worship there is a genuine leaving ceremony the following morning, with Laban recognizing that he is seeing them all for the last time and kissing them all goodbye. This is the level of separation that is now required between the families, for there is nothing that they have spiritually in common now.
Laban returned to his place, and sadly it is out of the path of redemptive history, for he will drift back into idolatry and his sons will follow him. There will be no believers in the next generation. Unless we grow in the Lord we will all fall by the wayside.  Unless we follow the Lord ourselves with focused power, and urge our children to advance in the truth, they will follow the lies that surround all generations in the devil’s world, and be pagans in the end. Refer to the BTB studies BLOOD SACRIFICE on page 31 and IDOLATRY, HEATHENISM AND GOD CONSCIOUSNESS, PAGAN TRADITIONS, CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXAMPLE below.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Jacob stands up as the priest of the extended family and sets them all an example of steadfastness in the truth of the one true God. He prays for them all in God’s name, and offers sacrifice for them all. They are witnessed to that there is a God who is above the little “gods” they have come to seek in the baggage. 

2.
Idolatry is a foolish thing, but is ever near us. We are challenged to worship, and pay attention to many little things that are of no consequence, but who demand our time or allegiance. We are to worship the Lord God alone and not give our time or energy to things that have no power to save us.

3.
The Lord is our deliverer. There is no other who can save us from our enemies other than the Lord of Hosts. God delivers Jacob by the dream he sends Laban on the night before he comes upon Jacob. God’s point to us all is that he will deliver us, and often at the 11th hour. Our task is to express our confidence in the Lord’s deliverance and walk in the truth until we are delivered. 

DOCTRINES

IDOLATRY

1. Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2. In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3. Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4. Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5. Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6. Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7. Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8. Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9. Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

HEATHENISM  AND GOD CONSCIOUSNESS 

1. Three systems of human understanding:

a) Empiricism - understanding through experimentation and observation.

b) Rationalism - understanding through logic and reason

c) Faith - believes an established fact as the basis of reality.

2. Faith is the only means of understanding which does not rely on our own abilities - there is no earned merit in faith. Therefore, everybody, even a young child, is able to believe.

3. Faith is compatible with God and grace - God provides, we trust Him and accept. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

4. God Consciousness:  The existence of God:

a) Religious

i) God must exist because man universally believes in his existence.

ii) In this case the human mind establishes faith as the criteria for reality.

iii) Men do seek after God. (Psalm 42:1-2, Acts 17:27)

b) Moral

i) Man possesses a conscience with the urge to choose right over wrong.

ii) Human recognition of virtue and truth. The ultimate virtue - God.

c) Rational

i) The human mind possesses the idea of a Perfect and Absolute Being, therefore such a being must exist.

ii) In this case, the mind uses rationalism for reality.

d) Design

i) Structure of the universe demands a designer (Romans 1:19,20)

ii) In this case empiricism is the criteria for reality.

e) Cause and Effect

i) The law of cause and effect demands the existence of God.

ii) This is process of rationalism plus logic.

5. The reaction to God consciousness:

a) When man becomes conscious of God he then exercises his freewill.

b) Acceptance - desire to know God and have fellowship with God.

c) Rebellion - no interest in fellowship with God. SNOWFLAKE

d) Once a person reaches God consciousness and has no desire for fellowship with God, God has no further obligation to that individual.

e) In the case of acceptance, God is responsible to provide gospel information on which to be saved. (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, Acts 17:27, Luke 11:9)

6. Heathenism:  What about the people who have apparently never heard the Gospel?

a) Application of Divine Character

i) Since God is perfect justice it is impossible for Him to be unfair to any member of the human race.

ii) God promises that every generation will be evangelised. (Isaiah 51:8b)

b) Application of Unlimited Atonement

i) Christ died for all members of the human race. (2 Corinthians 5:14,15,19, 1 Timothy 2:6. 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

ii) Therefore obviously God desires salvation for everyone. (2 Peter 3:9)

c) Application of Divine Sovereignty

d) It is God's will that all members of the human race be saved. (2 Peter 3:9)

i) If people are not saved, it is because of their own rejection of Christ as Saviour, not because of God.

e) Application of the Principle of God Consciousness 

i) Human free will is tested in the two areas in which a decision must be made.

At the point of God consciousness - Do I want a relationship with God?

At the point of gospel hearing - Do I want to be saved?

ii) If anyone desires relationship with God, God will reveal Himself to them (Jeremiah 29:13, John 7:17, John 4:9,10, Acts 17:27).

Man has the ability to arrive at God consciousness through observing creation. (Romans 1:20, 21)

When a person reaches the point of God consciousness, he becomes accountable to God. This age varies with cultures, languages and circumstances.

7. From the above it is obvious that any person can come to a saving knowledge of God.

PAGAN TRADITIONS

The following have their roots in pagan or pre-Christian ritual which have been combined with Christianity and are condemned in the scriptures:

1. The use of pictures in worship (Numbers 33:52; Exodus 20:4,5).

2. The decking of images in gold, silver and precious stones (Deuteronomy 7:25; Ezekiel 16:17,18).

3. Monks' tonsure (Leviticus 21:5).

4. Pagan worship in high places (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

5. Green trees (Deuteronomy 12:2,3).

6. Astronomical objects (Deuteronomy 17:3).

7. Use of loose standing pillars (phallic symbols) (Deuteronomy 12:3).

8. Communion with the dead (Isaiah 8:19; 1 Samuel 28:3,9; Deuteronomy 18:10,14).

9. Calling their priests 'father' (Matthew 23:9; Judges 17:10; 18:19).

10. Kissing of images (Hosea 13:2; 1 Kings 19:18).

11. Burning of incense to idols (2 Kings 18:4).

12. Image processions (Isaiah 46:5-7).

13. Drink offerings of blood (Psalm 16:4; Acts 15:29).

14. Repetitious prayers (Matthew 6:7).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAMILY - RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXAMPLE

1. In Titus 1:5-6, we read of the importance of a holy and spiritually active family behind all who wish to lead in Christian work. The principle here is important; for the first area of witness for a man is his family, and if they are not right he can have no greater ministry. If a man cannot run his family properly then he cannot run the church. 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

2. The father must take the responsibility for setting the standard of godliness and love in the home. To fail at this point is to fall short of God’s standards that we see in Christ’s love for the church. Ephesians 5:21-29. 

3. The man must be worthy of the loving, respectful, and responsive love of his wife. When children see this sort of love they will learn about love, about God and about respect themselves. Ephesians 5:31, 1 Peter 3:1-12.

4. Children respond to consistency of discipline from loving, stable and respectful parents. Yelling and screaming, and other disgraceful behaviours only guarantee that the children will follow the parent in disgraceful behaviours. Proverbs 13:24, 23:14, Ephesians 6:1-4, Colossians 3:20-21. 

5. Sexual life between the husband and wife should be healthy, robust and regular, with no frustrations for either that might open the door to the enemy’s temptations. 1 Corinthians 7:1ff. [Refer study of Corinthians, and BTB topic Marriage]

CHAPTER 32

JACOB AND ESAU

GENESIS 32:1-20

“1  And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2  And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and he called the name of that place Mahanaim. 3  And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom.  4  And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now: 5  And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and women servants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight. 6  And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 7  Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands; 8  And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other company which is left shall escape. 9  And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 10  I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. 11  Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children. 12  And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude. 13  And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother; 14  Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams, 15  Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals. 16  And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove. 17  And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these before thee? 18  Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us. 19  And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him. 20  And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me.”

REFLECTION

Verses 1-2.  

Jacob has experienced what we call an anointing of the Lord at his meeting with Laban and he now moves into territory where Esau dwells and he knows he must face Esau before reaching his father Isaac. He is avoiding the direct dash to Isaac’s camp, which was possible. 

Why is this? Did Jacob only want to return home having not only financially been successful, but also having resolved the base of the conflict between him and his brother? I had observed above that there are some things in life that it is impossible to come back from, and Jacob’s dealings would appear to be in this category, yet he will, under the Lord’s power and guidance be able to make his peace with Esau. God’s promise that he is going before him is seen in the appearance of the angels. 

The multitude of angels that he sees are the reminder that God has more than enough supernatural power to assist and protect him in the coming meeting with Esau. He calls the place Mahanaim, meaning, the place of two camps of hosts. This reminds us that Jacob himself has several hundred people with him, and that there were several hundred angels seen. Like the staircase seen before he is reminded that there is contact between the two realms of earth and heaven, and that the angels are under orders from God to protect his own; that they are interested in and involved in the affairs of men. Refer to the BTB study ANGELS on page 58.

Verses 3-4. 

Jacob calls trusted servants to him and briefs them as his messengers to Esau. They will go ahead of him and give news and obtain news for Jacob. He will be very careful in his dealings with his brother, for he expects Esau to offer violence to him and try to destroy his prosperity. Why doesn’t he just avoid Esau? Look at your Bible map and see where Hebron is, where Isaac dwells, and then identify the other place names in this and the next chapter.

Jacob could head across the Jordan and run for Hebron, but he will cross the Jabbok River to see and try to make his peace with Esau. The reason for this is a good one, in it’s relationship to the character of Jacob now. Jacob knows he must meet Esau at some point and so he does not delay any confrontation, he meets him now well before his father’s death to get any problems into the open quickly and solve them fully and finally. He is right in this. 

There is no benefit to anyone to hide from conflict or disagreement, for a conflict avoided will simply pop up later, and if you take the initiative then at least the conflict occurs on your terms and in your time. Jacob knows he has the Lord’s promise at this point, and while the angels are with him he needs to advance and solve any problem he can, and come to an arrangement about any problem he cannot solve.

Verses 5-6.  

Jacob will not come with any arrogance or power projection. He will not come with any trumpeted spiritual superiority, but will come humbly and with cultural respect to Esau as his military superior. Jacob has won the battle against arrogance and also over confidence. He will be cautious, even as he boldly approaches his brother, for he knows his brother can kill him easily and seize all his goods. His brother has, over the last twenty years built up a reputation worthy of the blessing placed over him, and is, as we will see below, very wealthy from his farming and raiding activities. 

The servants are well briefed, to remind Esau that he has been in exile with Laban these twenty years, but that he has come out with wealth that the Lord has given him. He refers to himself as a servant and to Esau as a lord, recognizing that the power is with Esau, even though the blessing was with Jacob. The request is “to find grace in his sight”. It is a recognition on Jacob’s part, that he needs Esau’s grace blessing now, and especially the blessing of gracious forgiveness. It is Jacob’s way of seeking his brother’s forgiveness, recognizing that it can be asked for on the basis of grace alone, for his actions in the past do not give any cause to expect it on the basis of Jacob’s past behaviours. Refer to the BTB study of GRACE on page 5 and PILGRIM and POWER below.  

Verses 7-8.  

Jacob sends out his men and they return after a number of days with some startling news. Having been pursued by Laban with his “army” of men, now he faces the army of Esau with a similar number of men. It is a significant raiding party that is heading in his direction now. Look again at Esau’s blessing. Genesis 27:39-40. Jacob can only guess that Esau may be coming to break the blessing for good by “breaking the yoke off his neck” by killing him. Jacob faces a choice now. Does he try to run, or does he advance to get this confrontation over through trusting in the Lord? He has three things to depend upon; the blessing of Isaac, the promise of the Lord before he went into Haran, and the promise of the Angel of the Lord as he left. He will rest upon the Word of God, as we all must if we would have peace in adversity.  With three spiritual pieces of “evidence” he moves forward in faith.  Truly the Lord helps us and strengthens us in the path He wishes us to follow. 
He advances carefully towards the show down with Esau. He consciously and physically places his life where it is positionally anyway; in the Lord’s hands alone. He does however take a precaution of dividing his people and goods into two groups, so that if Esau slays one group the other will have a time to escape. Does this prove he doubts the Lord’s promises? It tells us that he is not perfect in his faith, and that is an encouragement to us all, for none of us are perfect in our faith! He is in fear and distress, but he is still thinking, and he is still advancing towards his date with destiny. It is not wrong to fear and be distressed at times; it is normal. It is wrong and sinful only to give in to our fears and distress and fail to follow through on the Lord’s path. 

We will be in fear many times in this life, but we have the Lord with us through our sorrow and distress, for he is the Lord who knows sadness and is acquainted with grief. Psalms 18:1-6, 31:13-18, 56:3-4, Isaiah 53:1-5. Read each of these amazing promise passages from the Old Testament and be encouraged to stand with your fear in the presence of your loving and gracious Saviour and Lord, for there, and there alone, will your fear evaporate away. Refer to the BTB study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH on page 6, FEAR. on page 28 and OVERCOMING BY FAITH, PRIORITIES, SUBMISSION, below  

Verses 9-10.  

Jacob demonstrates just how far he has come on his spiritual journey from Haran here. He stops and prays. He casts his cares upon the Lord and recognizes that the Lord alone can and will lift him up. 1 Peter 5:5-7. Arrogance has been replaced by prayerful dependence upon the Lord alone. He recognizes that he stands in the line of promise and that what he asks for is not on the basis of any merit on his part but because he stands in the Plan of God. Daniel 9:3-10, 1Timothy 1:12-15. 

He remembers in prayer that he is unworthy of any grace he receives, but he remembers that the Lord has told him to do this and in prayer he calls the Lord to honour his words and bring him through safely. He records that he has divided his group into two bands and seeks the Lord’s blessing on them both, in spite of his doubts which have led to his division of the group into two. He rests upon the Lord’s power, in his plan, and in his protection. Psalms 91:11-16, Philippians 4:6-7.

Verses 11- 12.  

He knows Esau and his reputation. Esau must have done the things Jacob fears here, and these are significant massacres that he speaks of in verse eleven. Esau has fallen upon his enemies and he has killed women with their children in their arms! Jacob knows this man is capable of great evil and that he has gained wealth by his sword. 

His fears are well grounded, but his faith is now well grounded also; his faith is in the Lord upon whom he casts himself for deliverance. He rests upon the clear and certain word of the Lord that he will live and his seed after him, and that good will come to him if he returns to the land, not evil. Genesis 28:13-15. He claims the Word of God as more real than his fear, and so advances in the will and plan of God. We are called to also “mix the Word of God with our faith”, and so we will advance in the Lord’s plan under his blessing and protection. Hebrews 3:15 – 4:12.

Verses 13-16. 

He stays at the campsite for another night to rest and refresh him self for the next day’s meeting. He is not in any rush, for the Lord’s will is to be done without panic or haste, but steadily and systematically obeyed. He prepares a significant gift for Esau of animals from the flocks and herds. He separates them into a number of groups so that they will be driven apart by several hundred metres and Esau will come upon them group by group and see the gifts one by one and he hopes will be moved by Jacob’s peace offering. 

This is a tribute offering, and is Jacob’s sincere attempt to make his peace with the brother who he has so seriously wronged. It is right and proper that he gives these gifts, and he sets a good example to us when we seek forgiveness from one we have wronged, that we come with more than just cheap words. Matthew 5:23-26. 

Verses 17 – 20.  

He shows himself both penitent and wise here, for with the staggered present and the words of the servants he hopes to lower any rage Esau feels gradually to the point where they meet. Matthew 10:16. As identified above, his fears are well grounded in the experiences of the peoples of their day. Esau lived by his sword and he had the men to back his use of it. 

Jacob will practise the policy of appeasement, and here it will be successful, but it will not be because of the presents, but because Esau has grown up over the last twenty years, and seeks peace with his brother for his father’s sake.  Both men are past their nineties, and while in good health and destined to live many more years, they are seeking the peace of mind that most seek as they age and draw closer to their meeting with their maker. 

These are the human, psychological explanations, and for most these things are understandable, but the reason behind all others, is that the Lord has gone before Jacob, and he is safe because the Lord has removed the hatred from within Esau and replaced it with the desire for peace in the family. This man will reject worship of the Lord, but he respects those who do worship the Lord and has some goodness within him still (at least towards his family – if not towards those who cross him!)

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1. 
When we have caused offence it is right and proper to do anything we can to try to deal with the results of our trickery or foolishness. As far as possible we are to try to be at peace with all men, and we are to stop our attempts only when they make it clear that they will not make peace with us. Let us work to ensure there is no rock of offence on our side of any relationship we have.

2. 
Jacob moves to confront his problem with Esau; he does not try to avoid or deny it. If we have an issue to be faced, then let us prayerfully consider the correct action, and then take it without any undue delay. Problems are to be faced, not hidden from.

3. 
The angels are present to stand by us in all confrontations the Lord calls us to be involved in. we stand under God’s three fold protection; the Lord fellowships with us, the Holy Spirit fellowships within us, and the angels surround us. Let us advance in the Lord’s will and so resolve anything we can.

4. 
Jacob has won the battle against arrogance and over-confidence; he walks now in the filling of the Holy Spirit with thought and prayer. He has confidence in the Lord, but not over confidence in himself or his power. He has learned that he is a man and needs to Lord walking with him.  The Lord goes before his people when they walk his paths – Hallelujah! 
DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE - OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every  case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15,16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

1. The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

2. The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

3. The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

4. The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

5. The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

6. The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

7. The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9,  1 Peter 5:6,  Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6,  1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves  respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1 , 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20,  5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PILGRIM

1. A pilgrim is a sojourner in a strange place; a stranger in a foreign country.

2. The believer is a pilgrim in this world as our real home country is a heavenly one (John 15:19 Ephesians 2:19; 1 Peter 2:11).

3. This is illustrated in the lives of the patriarchs (Genesis 47:9; Exodus 6:4; Hebrews I I:8-10; 13 -16).

4. When the people of Israel were living in the promised land they were, from a spiritual point of view, still pilgrims (Psalm 39:12; 119:54).

5. So too are Christians, even when living in peace and prosperity under a Christian government (Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 12:34).

6. The life of a Christian is a pilgrimage.  This theme is worked out in great detail in John Bunyan's well-known allegory, "The Pilgrim's Progress".

7. Our heavenly home will not come gradually.  The existing system will be destroyed and replaced by God Himself (2 Peter 3:12-13; Revelation 3:12; 21:2,10).
POWER

1. Five Greek words for power.

a) Dunamis - from which we get dynamite - inherent power.

b) Energes - from which we get energy - operational power.

c) Kratos - part of our word autocratic - ruling power.

d) lscuous - endowed power.

e) Exhusios - authoritative power or authority.

2. God's power is available to all believers.

a) God the Father's power. (1 Peter 1:5)

b) God the Son's power (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) God the Holy Spirit's power. (Acts 1:8)

d) The power of the Word. (Hebrews 4:12)

e) Kingdom of God power. (1 Corinthians 4:20)

GENESIS 32:21-32

21  So went the present over before him: and himself lodged that night in the company. 22  And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two Women servants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok. 23  And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had. 24  And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 25  And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 26  And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.  27  And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 28  And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 29  And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 30  And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. 31  And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 32  Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank.”
REFLECTION

Verses 21-22.  

Jacob rests with the host for the first part of the night and may have planned to pray for the journey and the confrontation he will face, and will finally have the entire host head away in the early hours of the morning while it is still dark. He sends the entire camp ahead of him across the ford and waits back to spend time with the Lord in prayer. This tells us that he was very organized, with everyone in his encampment knowing their roll to break camp and move quickly. They are a well oiled machine and move off into the early morning darkness as a group and ford the stream quietly in the darkness. 

The Arab, or Edomite raiders liked to attack with the sun over their shoulder, so a night attack or dawn attack was not preferred, but an attack as the sun came over the hills around 8-9am was. Jacob will be most vulnerable to attack as his great host fords the stream, so he ensures he gets them over it before the time most likely for an attack if there is to be one. Jacob is thinking, planning and prepared for any eventuality. He has faith that the Lord will deliver, for he has the Lord’s words on that, but he is ready to fight if he must fight, or flee if he must flee. Nehemiah also practises this active faith. Nehemiah 4:14-18. 

Notice also Moses reminds us again that the two concubines are not “wives”, but errors of judgment on Jacob’s part. Jacob is forgiven and the children are not to be considered illegitimate, but God does not approve of the actions, nor does he overlook the sins involved. Jacob is alone at the ford where once his entire camp was moving past him, and alone he faces a visitation from the Lord. 

Verses 23-24.  

All he had he sent over the brook and waited alone in the darkness. He was met by the Lord, but not as he may have expected, for the Lord met him in the form of a man and wrestled with him all through the remainder of the night. Now Jacob is an older man and this tells us just how fit and strong he was still. He was a man who other men didn’t mess around with. Moses refers to the angelic visitor as a man, for that is how he appears. Most think this to be the Lord, given the blessing that will be given is not given in God’s name, but as if it is the Lord who speaks. Jacob clearly believes it to have been the Lord. (Verses 28-30.) Jacob wrestles with the Lord through these last hours of the night quite physically and he won’t give up. Now this is Jacob’s nature, and this is what the Lord must alter before he can truly enter into the path the Lord has for him. He must be prepared to modify his walk under the Lord’s guidance and change his ways within the family. He must look to the Lord’s blessing alone, not his innate physical strength. 

Verses 25-26. 

The Lord sees that he is not going to win against Jacob by simple wrestling in a human way, because this man just will not give up. So the Lord just touches the hollow of his thigh and puts his hip joint out of it’s socket. This is the most excruciating pain that can be felt, but Jacob still will not let the Lord go. The Lord says, stop this wrestling because it is now daybreak, but Jacob just clings to the Lord and refuses to let go until he is blessed. There is no trickery now to get this blessing, but just sheer desperation on Jacob’s part. He clings to the Lord and seeks his blessing, for he knows now that in his own strength he can do nothing, and as he faces Esau in a few hours he needs the Lord with him, and he needs to move forward in the Lord’s blessing alone. All his strength is spent, but the Lord with a touch has put his hip out of joint; it is this power he needs now to carry him through his pain and fear. Only the Lord’s blessing is worth having and with his last remaining strength Jacob seeks that above all else. Psalms 67:1-7, 115:12-13. 

Verses 27 – 28.  

The Lord gets Jacob to say his name aloud. Why does the Lord ask him his name for he knows it already? Jacob says his name aloud and it’s very meaning reminds him that he is an “ankle tapper”, a trickster, and that his blessing was gained by devious and tricky means. By saying his own name aloud Jacob remembers his weakness and announces it openly. The Lord then re-names him Israel, and calls him a prince of God. 

Now the name actually means “God’s fighter”, for he fought with God and he has “won” the contest with men (Laban, and soon with Esau) and with God. It is the Lord’s way of saying that he is blessed by God’s grace and has been enabled to win, and will be enabled to win again. Israel does not leave this place saying “I am the greatest”. He will limp away from this encounter a humbled man and obedient to the Lord’s commands to him, aware that he has been blessed indeed. He will be called by Moses alternately Jacob (when he is in his human strength) and Israel (when he is operating under God’s power and guidance), whereas once Abram and Sarai gets new names, they alone are used. It is a reminder to us that Jacob is a fallen man with many weaknesses and he does not solve or resolve them all, and walks uncertainly with God at times. 

While his hip is back in joint the nerve at the hip joint will give him pain for the rest of his life and his limp will remind him that he is just a weak man when compared to the mighty God who made him. The limp will also remind him of grace; that he survived the encounter with the Lord and was blessed by him. 2 Corinthians 12:7. Jacob’s limp and Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” were reminders of their frailty and need for absolute dependence upon God’s power, and were God’s way of safeguarding against any arrogance on their part, given the wonderful experiences they had experienced. Jacob is an encouragement to us, for he is far from perfect in his faith and his walk with God. Hosea 12:1-6. 

Verses 29-32.  

Jacob asks the Lord his name. The Lord answers his question with a question, telling him that it is none of his business, in a polite way. John 21:20-22. Jacob then fully recognizes the significance of what has happened and calls the ford Peniel, meaning the face of God. The brook also may get it’s name from this incident, for it probably means “wrestling place”. The traditional Jewish habit of avoiding eating the nerve sinews of animals that are found where the leg muscles attach to the pelvis at the hip is also mentioned by Moses here, for it dated back to this incident. The damage to Jacob’s nerve is permanent, as is the renaming of this man. He will be the “God-Wrestler” all his life and he will be blessed by grace as he limps along in the plan of God for him and his family. 

This reminds us all that the Lord can deal with us without our being perfect in every way! We are saved as sinners, and we are called to walk with the Lord in God’s strength and Holy Spirit power, for then alone we serve him as we ought. Our strength has nothing to offer the Lord, but through his strength we can do great things. John 14:11-12, 1 Corinthians 3:10-17. Refer to the BTB study SPIRITUALITY on page 86 and GOOD WORKS below.  

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
It does not matter if we limp through life with a physical ailment. If the Lord heals us of all our diseases we can be thankful, but genuine spiritual growth will lead us to praise him in our infirmities also, for like Paul and Jacob we can learn greater things and do greater things in Holy Spirit power through illness, than any man can do in their human strength. Our infirmities remind us of our human weakness and the unacceptable nature of all man’s works. All man does is weak unless empowered by the Holy Spirit. Let us walk in the Holy Spirit today, for only then can we please the Lord our God.

2.
Jacob lacks complete faith that the Lord will deliver, but he shows he applies what faith he has by moving forward to meet Esau. The Lord does not demand that we have perfect faith, for he knows we are dust! Psalms 103:14. What the Lord seeks from us is that through our fears, worries, and weaknesses, that we keep moving steadily forward in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

3.
Jacob wrestles with the Lord to learn the lesson that his strength is no match for Gods, and that God does not need his strength to accomplish the plan he has for him. Do not take this incident to teach that prayer is wrestling with God, for it is not that at all. Prayer is not laying hold on God’s reluctance and twisting God’s arm to bless us! Prayer is resting in the perfect character of God for blessing.

DOCTRINES

GOOD WORKS

1. Anything we can do in our own strength (human good) is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 8:8).

2. Only those things we do in the power of the Holy Spirit (divine good) are acceptable to God, since it is God Himself who produces the work in us (Ephesians 2:10).

3. When a believer produces human good he imitates an unbeliever (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4).

4. When a believer produces divine good he imitates Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:1-2).

5. Human good is:

a) Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1).

b) Cannot save mankind (Titus 3:5).

c) Is condemned by God (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14).

d) Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).

e) Has no place in the plan of God (2 Timothy 1:9).

f) Is destroyed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

6. Divine good is the basis of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

7. God is satisfied with His own work in four general areas:

a) IN SALVATION

God approves of what God has done in the form of Jesus Christ. God the Father is propitiated by the work of God the Son on the cross. To be saved is to believe or trust on God the Son (Acts 16:31). Belief has no human merit, all the merit is in the work of Jesus Christ. God does not approve of human good. (Isaiah 64:6).

b) IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God approves of the works, done under the filling of the Holy Spirit. Spirituality depends on who and what the Spirit is. The way to the filling of the Holy Spirit is confession of sins (1 John 1:9). Confession has no human merit. The Holy Spirit also provides at least one spiritual gift to each believer at salvation (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

c) IN THE WORD OF GOD

The word of God is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21). It is the mind of Christ (1Corinthians 2:16). The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God effective in our lives.

d) IN ETERNITY

In eternity human works are removed (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). God provides us with a new body (1Corinthians 15:51-3). God provides us with an incorruptible inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5). God provides everything for our eternal future (1 Thessalonians 4:17-18). God approves of His provision.

8. Spiritual growth in the full knowledge and application of Bible doctrine produces divine god in the life. Divine good in our lives is the production of the Holy Spirit filled and led believer. Ephesians 2:8-10, Colossians 1:9-10, 2 Timothy 2:21, 3:17.

9. As we produce much spiritual fruit in our life we demonstrate before all the victory of the Holy Spirit over the enemy.  2 Thessalonians 2:17. In heaven we are rewarded for all divine good production in time.  2 Corinthians 5:10, 9:8.

10. Spiritual production of divine good, through the ministries of the Holy Spirit, is contrasted to the production of human works (good and evil), the fruit of the Old Sin Nature.  Refer HOLY SPIRIT,  OLD SIN NATURE.

11. Human good; even the best that man can do in his own strength, has no value before God at all and has no place or part to play in the plan of God for the believer. 2 Timothy 1:9, Titus 3:5.

12. Human good works apart from God’s power and direction, is the basis of man’s condemnation before the throne of God. 1 Corinthians 3:11-16, Revelation 20:12-15.

NOTES
CHAPTER 33

JACOB AND ESAU

GENESIS 33:1-20

“1  And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. 2  And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. 3  And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 4  And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. 5  And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. 6  Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves. 7  And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves. 8  And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. 9  And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself. 10  And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. 11  Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it. 12  And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee. 13  And he said unto him, My lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are with me: and if men should overdrive them one day, all the flock will die. 14  Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. 15  And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in the sight of my lord. 16  So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 17  And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore the name of the place is called Succoth. 18  And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his tent before the city. 19  And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money.20  And he erected there an altar, and called it EleloheIsrael.”
REFLECTION

Have your Bible maps open as you read this passage in it’s entirety. Esau lives in Mount Seir which is the name for a mountain range that runs from what will be the home of the Edomites in the days of Moses, at the bottom of the Dead Sea, up through what will be the home of the Moabites and Amonites. Esau is a fair way away from Jacob when Jacob’s first servants meet him, but he has moved quickly up the road to meet his brother once he knows he is coming after twenty years away. He is not alone!

Verses 1-3.  

Jacob has now crossed over the ford of the river Jabbok and has caught up to his family and their animals in their herds moving steadily south. Jacob is at the head of the column and sees Esau coming at the head of an army of 400 men! It is the second time he faces vastly superior military forces in the open fields, where he has his women and children and they are unencumbered and are heading towards him to do their business with him. Humanly speaking, Jacob cannot know what is in Esau’s mind, yet he has the mind of God, for the angel of the Lord has told him in vision, appearance and dream that he will be safe from his brother. 1 Corinthians 2:13-16. 

Jacob quickly separates his family into four groups and sets them in order. Now look at the order here, for it is a sacrificial order. He places the concubines first, so they will be the first killed if there are people to be killed and Rachel and Joseph last, so they will have the chance to flee. It is the sort of open favouritism that will undo Joseph later, and not the sort of action that will build team spirit in the family. They should all be together, for the Lord’s promise is to all for deliverance. They stand or fall together, but that is not the message they have received from their father and leader. 

There was no need to divide his family. It is a sad reminder that this man is flawed and plays favourites with his wives and children. They are all the children of Israel, but from the beginning they are not bound together in the bonds of love and mutual care, but are divided by their father’s game playing. Jacob is not to be praised in his actions here, but he is to be praised in going first ahead of them all to meet his brother alone. He humbles himself before his brother and prostrates himself on the ground in front of him seven times. This is a very formal apology and also a recognition of Esau’s military superiority and eldership. Jacob is not standing in the place of arrogance here, nor is he taking the blessing of their father as his right to authority; rather he is giving way to Esau as his superior, for at this time he certainly is. Proverbs 6:1-6. He is also ready to sacrifice himself for his family and this shows the courage we are all called to as leaders of our households. Ephesians 5:25-29.

Verses 4-5. 

Jacob has prayed for deliverance and received the promise of deliverance, and now he receives the reality of forgiveness and deliverance from the anger of his brother towards him. Esau shows himself a man who loves his family members and does not now seek their harm. He has received his blessing and is happy with his life as a desert raider. He does not seek the blessing of Jacob for he has his own. 

They are both older men now and all the disputes of the past are behind them both. They seek their own or the Lord’s will for their lives, and are focused upon where they are going now with their lives, rather than backwards to their past conflict and differences. Both have accepted who they are and are content with the path they have made their own. Jacob is clear that the Lord God alone has blessed him and brought him through. He does not boast about his wealth and power, but gives glory to God for the things and people that the Lord has added to him since his departure twenty years before. Psalms 34:1-4, Proverbs 16:1-9, John 13:1ff. 

Verses 6-7.  

By Jacob dividing his family into groups he has opened the door to a reverse order of value and status in his introductions to Esau. In effect the concubines have priority of place in introductions and Rachel is last. His attempt to protect Rachel has meant that she is introduced as the last or least important wife and Joseph as the last son. It is always a foolish thing to operate on the basis of the need to escape from a situation that the Lord has led you into! If the Lord has led us into a place, then he will lead us through whatever we are to face there, and lead us out the other side to the next step on our path to glory. Psalms 124:1-8, Jeremiah 29:11-14, 1 Corinthians 10:13, James 5:10-11. 

Verses 8-9.  

Jacob has been generous in his gift, which even today would be worth several hundred thousand dollars, but Esau is more generous and noble. He does not need, nor does he desire the wealth of Jacob, but he does seek his fellowship and for there to be peace between them. 

Esau is keen to tell his brother that he needs nothing from him, for it is his way of demonstrating his superiority. Neither need the other now, nor seek anything from the other except peace, and that will be granted by Esau, although there will be little peace between their descendents. Esau knows that Jacob seeks his forgiveness and he is careful not to grant it aloud, but to act in such a way that Jacob knows he is no longer at risk from his brother’s vengeance. Esau does not desire vengeance any more, for he has better things to do with his time. 

Jacob is an irrelevancy to Esau, and sadly so is the belief system of Jacob. Esau is a man quite content with his present life and all it brings to him, and he seeks nothing from God, Isaac, or Jacob. He is a self satisfied and self centred man. This is why he will disappear from the pages of redemptive history and the majority of his descendents will oppose the true line of Messiah. The greatest of them, Herod the Great, will seek to kill the Messiah as a child, exactly as Esau has killed mothers with their children. Genesis 32:8-11, Matthew 2:16-18.

Verses 10-11.  

Once a gift is given it should never be taken back lest the giver be seen as a game player. What is given is given on the basis of what God’s grace has given to you, and so in grace it is offered, and if not accepted it is passed on to another to bless them. Jacob does not accept the gift back, but politely requests Esau to accept the gift, as from the Lord who has blessed Jacob in being restored to his brother. Esau now cannot refuse, and Jacob urges acceptance for he knows it is important. The reception of this gift also guaranteed Jacob’s safety, for it was, in effect, a covenant between them to do no harm to each other. Jacob has been able to state what the gift means; restoration of fellowship between the brothers, and so Esau’s acceptance lays the foundation for peace between them formally in front of witnesses.

Verses 12 – 13.  

Jacob plays for time here. The time may be the early autumnal birthing time when the herds are about to give birth and the next two months of settled grazing are required to ensure the mothers and their young get a good start before the winter months. Jacob appeals to a truth here, but uses it to buy the time and delays joining Esau at Mt Seir. Esau has, in effect, invited Jacob to use the pastures he has control over for grazing, and for Jacob to settle in Mt Seir and live close by Esau. 

This is not the plan of God for Jacob, and Moses is silent about his journey there, if he made one at all. Commentators speculate about what happens next for Moses does not cover it, but simply records Jacob’s return to the land of Canaan. It may be he pastured his flocks and herds around the Jabbok River and he himself joined Esau for a time in Mt Seir, or that they stayed there for a season as a group. We simply do not know. The next event with Dinah occurs after they have been outside the town of Shechem for a year or more.

Verses 14- 16.  

Esau is ready to leave a protective (and perhaps a coercive) force with Jacob to assist him and bring him on towards Mt Seir. This may be a necessity, as hostile forces may be around this area. This may be the reason that Esau has his four hundred men with him! Jacob does not mind however, believing himself to be well prepared for any attacks upon them that may be mounted. 

Esau takes his leave towards Seir in the south, and Jacob heads for Succoth, about seven kilometres to the west, back over the other side of the Jabbok River. He is heading for good winter pasture in this move, and has gone back over the river they forded for the meeting with Esau. He is clearly not heading for Seir. When they next meet, at their father’s funeral, they are friends, so whatever happens here Esau does not feel cheated by his brother again. Jacob has made friends and the friendship holds beyond Isaac’s death.

Verses 17 – 20. 

It does appear to be the same time as the meeting with Esau that this occurs, with the autumn birthing of the cattle and sheep and goats being provided for by the building of winter stock quarters there in Succoth. He rests there over the winter months until the young are strong. It may be then that the visit to Esau occurs for a number of years are glossed over by Moses in the story around this point. From Succoth, at some time in the next few months or years, he moves across the Jordan River and pitches his camp outside the walled city/village of Shalem belonging to King Hamor and Prince Shechem. 

This is a way of saying he has negotiated grazing rights with this king (or Hittite Governor) and his court. This is one of the many small city-states of the region that operated here in Hittite times, independent places with their own governance, but paying taxes-tribute to the Hittite Empire. 

Like Abraham and Isaac, Jacob must pay his way to secure grazing rights, and in return sell his produce through the market place in this city. He buys some land here and it is a considerable holding upon which to secure his tent city. This is the way the locals secure his commitment to their town. He must pay for the land upon which he pitches his tent, and there may be some responsibilities associated with this towards their defence in time of attack also, although the arrangement is a loose one and the king will seek the opportunity Dinah’s seduction gives to try to tighten up the agreement they have and make it more beneficial to their town. 

As a land holder Jacob may have to provide men to defend the town under their feudal law. This was the system that operated here in Hittite times. The locals are happy with the present loose arrangement for a time, and it suits Jacob, but he does not educate his children about the loose attitude to sexuality and the general paganism of the locals, nor does he physically guard his daughter Dinah from their influence, or warn of the threat of rape from these pagans.   

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Jacob does not operate on the basis of his father’s blessing, but upon the basis of grace. He does not expect Esau to recognize his position as leader of the household by “birth-right”, nor by father’s blessing, and is content to be the servant of his brother, freely accepting his lordship over him. Jacob has now seen that the rulership that the Lord has promised him may be generations away and he is content to await the Lord’s plan and the timing of the plan of God rather than any desires of his own. We need to be cautious about claiming “rights” in the Lord’s service. If we are called to leadership in the Lord’s work, then we are called to servant leadership, not rulership as men desire. Matthew 20:25-28. 

2.
Jacob is ready to place his life on the line for his wives and children, and this is the standard of the Christian husband today; a man is to be prepared to lay his life down for his wife, or else she should not marry him. Refer to the BTB study MARRIAGE on page 68.

3.
Favouritism will unhinge this family as the years roll by. Jacob is not to be followed in his example in this matter. He favours his wife Rachel, and his son Joseph. Now Joseph is, as we will see, well ahead of his brothers in truth and dependability, but he has the same arrogance that has led Jacob into trouble. Jacob has not taught his sons and daughters the things he should have. He is an example of careless parenting, and the results are the evidence that such a “hands off” approach is not to be followed by believers today. We are called to lead our children into truth and educate them in the paths that they should follow, not leave them to their own devices. Proverbs 22:6, Deuteronomy 4:9, 6:4-9, Psalms 78:1-8, Ephesians 6:4, 2 Timothy 3:15. Refer to the BTB study on EDUCATION AND LEARNING 

4.
The Lord in grace protects Jacob, going before him in the path that he has been ordered to walk to keep him safe. Just so the Lord walks before us to ensure that where we walk in accordance with his will is a safe and secure path. Refer to the BTB studies on WALKING on page 7 and DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD on page 43.

DOCTRINES

EDUCATION AND LEARNING

1. Man is taught spiritual things by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit instructed Israel (Nehemiah 9:20). The Holy Spirit teaches Christians (John 14:26; 16:13).

2. God calls men as teachers (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11).

3. He leads in establishing schools (2 Timothy 2:2).

4. Believers are commanded to learn from the Lord (Proverbs 8:10; James 1:21).

5. Failure to do so can mean lack of God's blessing (Jeremiah 6:8; Proverbs 5:7-13).

6. Believers must apply what they learn (Proverbs 23:12; James 1:22).

7. Those who learn will be rewarded (Proverbs 1:3-6).

8. Knowledge is better than riches (Proverbs 8:10-12).

9. Knowledge brings favour with God (Proverbs 8:33-35).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

1. Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. Willingness is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. Service in the big things requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude  (Matthew 6:33)

5. Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord" (Colossians 3:17)

6. Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men (Romans 14:18)

7. Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. Qualities of our service:-

a) It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b) It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c) It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d) It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e) It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f) Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g) In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h) Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i) Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is :-

a) Following Christ (John 12:26)

b) For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c) Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. It requires:-

a) Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b) Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c) Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. Benefits of Service:-

a) It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b) It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c) It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d) It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e) It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f) It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g) It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h) It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i) It is Christlike. (John 13:12-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT

1. The unnamed servant in (Genesis 24) is the picture of the model servant as well as a type of the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. The model servant does not pre-empt his master (v2-9).  We should wait upon the Lord and not run ahead of time.

3. The model servant goes where he is sent (v4,10).  We should be in the geographical will of God.

4. The model servant does nothing else. God has specific tasks for every believer to perform. We should concentrate on our own area and not get sidetracked.

5. The model servant is prayerful and thankful. We should always realise where our power comes from and not get proud when we have spiritual blessings and prosperity.

6. The model servant is keen to succeed (v 17-18, 21). We should be keen to evangelise (Romans 1:14-16).

7. The model servant speaks not of himself but of his master. Who and what we are is not important, who and what Christ is of the greatest importance (v 22, 34-36).

8. The model servant presents the true issue and requires a clear decision. [v49]  We should present the gospel and other doctrine clearly and expect results.

Also refer to the CD - EBCWA Leadership Manual

Notes
CHAPTER 34

JACOB AND DINAH

GENESIS 34:1-31

“1  And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land. 2  And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and defiled her. 3  And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel. 4  And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife. 5  And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter: now his sons were with his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace until they were come. 6  And Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him. 7  And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob's daughter: which thing ought not to be done. 8  And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her him to wife.  9  And make ye marriages with us, and give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you. 10  And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein. 11  And Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will give. 12  Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife. 13  And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister: 14  And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us: 15  But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we be, that every male of you be circumcised; 16  Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become one people. 17  But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone. 18  And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son. 19  And the young man deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he was more honourable than all the house of his father. 20  And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and communed with the men of their city, saying, 21  These men are peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for the land, behold, it is large enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22  Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as they are circumcised. 23  Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of their's be our's? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us. 24  And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his city. 25  And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all the males. 26  And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out. 27  The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister. 28  They took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field, 29  And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house. 30  And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house. 31  And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot?”
REFLECTION

Jacob is not wrong in making a grazing deal with the ruler of Shechem under Hittite Law, for he is in the land of Canaan and while they rule there their Law stands and must be kept by Jacob, just as local laws must be kept today by believers. The only exception is where their laws command us to disobey a clear command of God. We are commanded to pray for rulers and governments and to be good citizens even though it is clear that all the rulers of the world in Jesus day (and clearly many times since) were Satan’s to offer to the Lord.  Matthew 4:8-10. 

While we must live in man’s society we are commanded to not be “of it”; we are to maintain our witness to the truth in the midst of the devil’s world. We are to live as doves amongst buzzards, as sheep amongst wolves. Matthew 10:16ff. While we pray for these evil men they may even try to abuse and kill us, but we are not to resist them, rather we are to pray for them. Matthew 5:44, 1 Peter 2:13-17. Refer to the BTB study on GOD-DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.

Verses 1- 3.  

Dinah makes a terrible mistake in visiting the homes of the unbelieving Hittites amongst whom they lived. This was, and always will be, simply an unsafe thing to do. For a young person to enter the houses of unbelievers is to place themselves at their mercy sexually. It is foolish for believers to party and relax with those to whom they ought to be giving the Gospel; it is to walk into danger every time it is done. 

Dinah is out of the Lord’s will here, and her father is also to be blamed for not exercising the control and guidance that he ought to have as her father in the midst of morally dangerous people.  This young Hittite prince is not a bad man in his culture; he is a normal young man, who sees a beautiful young woman and takes her to himself and seduces her. There is no rape here in the violent sense of the term, but he takes sexual advantage of her in a situation she ought not to have got herself into, and in which she has not had the guidance to know what even the dangers were. 

Moses is particularly interested in the dynamic that emerges from the home of Jacob, and gives very specific instructions in the Mosaic Law about rape and seduction of women by men who force their attentions upon them. The Mosaic Law even went as far as covering the protection of beautiful young woman taken captive in warfare. The young woman captured was to be protected, and a full month was to be taken before the Hebrew man begins any sexual relationship with the woman. Deuteronomy 21:10-14. If he at any time decides he doesn’t like her in that period, (and she is to shave her head and pare her nails so that her physical attractiveness is diminished through this time), then he is to set her free. She is not to be treated as a slave at any time. 

Women were to be protected from being taken sexual advantage of, but all adultery was to be punished by death, and both the perpetrators of this sin were to be stoned to death. Compare this standard to the incident when a woman taken in adultery is brought before the Lord, without the man also! John 8:3ff. There was no double standard in the Mosaic Law. Special provision was made for the seduction of an unmarried woman where the girl is happy to marry the man, and the man is prepared to pay a dowry price, but in such cases there is no later right to divorce at all. Marriage was sacred and those who wilfully broke that divine institution of God for man were to be eliminated from society. Deuteronomy 22:22-29. 

What has happened here to Dinah is wrong, but under the Mosaic Law, if the man who seduced a woman accepted the faith of Israel and paid the bride price (dowry), then he was to be accepted as her husband. He would be required to commit totally to the woman and her faith, and there was no right at any future time of divorce in such a case. Having seen the latter Mosaic standard, let us see what happens in the tent of Jacob the day he hears the news of the results of Dinah’s foolish trip into the town of Prince Shechem.

Verses 4- 7.  Shechem loves Dinah and after having sex with her still loves her and wants her as his wife. This man is not an abuser, for such men despise the women they seduce. This man loves her genuinely, but he has gone about it the wrong way. He ought to have approached Jacob first. His arrogance, as the ruler, has operated here and he is worthy of death for this, especially as he keeps Dinah hostage in his house while his father attempts the negotiating. On two grounds here the sons of Israel are able to take action; their sister has been violated, and also kept captive in the house of her seducer. 

Their “love story” is not the issue, for the course of their love has been dishonourable, and also no-where does Moses record that Dinah loves Prince Shechem, only that he loved her. The fact that Dinah is not allowed to return to her father’s house would indicate she would not support the match if she was free. The father of Shechem attempts to negotiate with Jacob. Jacob does not answer King Hamor until the boys are all in out of the fields. They are all angry to the greatest level possible; they feel personally the seduction of their sister and the dishonour it has brought to the whole family for her to be treated this way, rather than Shechem approach them and ask her hand properly well before any sexual contact. 

Jacob is so shocked that he is silent, and says nothing, and initially this shock is understandable, but as the hours tick by his silence will be fatal to all the men of Shechem. Jacob needs to take the lead role here, but he does not, rather his sons take over and do the negotiating. Jacob may be burdened by his guilt here, in lacking the moral courage to take charge of his house and give moral and safety guidance to his children. He has let them bring themselves up and this evil is the result. 

He remains silent and depressed at the turn of events, and here his depressed state is sinful, for he is the leader and ought to have taken charge and said the things that needed to be said. Depression as such is not sinful, but when we do not face our short comings they will build to Tsunami size, and that is what has happened to Jacob. His many years of inattention to his children’s upbringing have produced an inability now to act when he needs to and many men will die as a result. His depression and its mental paralysis here is a result of sinful neglect, and as such his depression is a reflection of his self pity; as such it is self indulgent and sinful!

I have seen many cases of this in my clinical work down the years. I worked many years ago with a woman who failed to speak up when her father’s will was changed by a half brother on the last day of their father’s life, when he was clearly in no fit state to change a will. This evil caused her to lose all her inheritance but she remained silent, not telling her children that they had been robbed. Her foolishness cost the entire family it’s inheritance. 

The reasons for this were based in her personality, that had become, by years of practise, guarded and secretive, to the point that she did not trust her own children, and so she robbed herself of the good counsel that could have been given, and the support that was there for her. She needed to speak up and seek guidance, but her pattern of secrecy and inaction caught up with her, just as Jacob’s life pattern of avoidance of problems caught up with him. Silence is not golden, it can be cowardice or foolishness, and it certainly is here in Jacob’s case!  If we do not speak up when we should the Lord holds us responsible for what will unfold.

Verses 8-12.  

The local Hittite leader speaks to the entire gathering of the men of Jacob’s house, with all there, from the youngest to the oldest. Jacob is at the centre and the boys are around him and the Hittite speaks and gives his “deal” that will be, in effect, a formal covenant of unity between them. This is something that they cannot really enter into, for these people are still totally pagan, and to marry their sister and daughter to this man’s son is to join her permanently to an unbeliever in the true God. The spiritual reality is the crucial one here, and through their anger and outrage they do see that, but Jacob does not rise up and explain a godly way through this impasse. He sits and listens and gives no spiritual, or moral guidance. 

Hamor is cunning here, for he recognizes what he is doing. He is using the present situation to try to negotiate a full alliance with the camp of Jacob and thereby gain all the fighting men and the goods of Jacob through inter-marriages to his young women. He is aiming at the elimination within one or two generations of Jacob’s camp as a separate entity. Inter-marriage will end their spiritual difference also, just as it has in the family of Nahor that stayed in Haran. It has only taken two generations to destroy their faith in the one true God. 

Hittite philosophy, represented by their prince/governor Hamor, was to rule and control local populations by marriage alliances and shared worship of pagan gods; this is their plan here. This is also the reminder that we do not have a full account of all the children of Jacob, and that there are a number of daughters in the camp. This is a reminder also that Dinah didn’t need to go into Shechem and should not have gone. They should have stuck to themselves and maintained their witness outside the gates of the city and drawn people to them with holiness.

 Abraham and Isaac have dealt with these people and had Jacob passed on the wisdom that was in the tablets that Moses is working from, then Dinah would have been taught correctly and would have had no excuse for her foolish actions. Dinah has followed Lot and been enticed into a situation that will deepen in it’s carnage. Refer back to Genesis chapter 19 for a full discussion of the dangers of compromise with immorality. Refer to the BTB studies WORLD on page 33, WORLDLINESS on page 78 and EVIL below.

Verses 13 – 18.  

It was Jacob’s place to reply to the prince of the Hittites here, but the boys speak up for him and he does not counter their words, nor seek to discuss things with them, but most significantly he does not call a halt to proceedings, seek Dinah’s immediate return, and build an altar and pray! He does not seek the return of his daughter, and this shows weakness, and he does not seek time to build and altar and centre his answer upon the revelation of God’s will and that opens the door to human works on the part of his sons, and human works will be evil here. It is sinful neglect of his own responsibilities as a father that has led to Dinah’s ignorant and foolish act, and only the Lord can solve such a thing. 

When we face a shocking thing, we must first seek time to look up to hear the Lord’s words, well before we look out, and answer men. Jacob does not pray, and he does not speak, and so his boys centre themselves in their anger rather than in the doctrine of God’s revelation. Refer to the BTB study on the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT on page 30.

The boys move into the same devious pattern of scheming that their father used to practise in his own life. They hatch a plan for revenge. They have seen slaves bought in the market place and then circumcised by Jacob as a covenant sign and brought into the family through this sign. They have observed that an adult male is completely debilitated on the third day after a circumcision and is unable to defend himself. 

They use this observable fact and the truth that their sister cannot marry an uncircumcised man and add the two together and plan to murder all the men of Shechem in revenge for their sister’s seduction. They do not desire, nor will they accept Shechem’s men as their brothers, for they know that these men are pagans and they do not like them, nor do they like their beliefs. They do not intend to keep any covenant they make with these men. 

It is this deliberate act of deception and the taking of God’s name in vain by them in the promise they make to the men of Shechem that makes this act most evil. They have ignored and insulted the spiritual and have followed their own carnal desires, just as the prince of Shechem did. They make a request of the men of the city and open the door of hope for them that they have been forgiven and that there will be peace, when this is simply a way of destroying them all. 

They threaten to “take their daughter” and be gone if the deal is not made. This is a clear threat, yet at no point do they ask for Dinah back, nor is her return offered by the ruling men of Shechem. Dinah’s desires and thoughts are ignored by all. Both are as dishonest as each other here! The Lord does not directly judge these sons of Jacob for their act here, for the prince of Shechem deserved to die for this seduction of a leading princess of the family of Jacob, and the men of the city do desire to intermarry and so strengthen themselves by Israel’s weakening. The issue for Moses, as he recounts this terrible tale, is that they have not prayed and sought the Lord’s face, and they act from their Old Sin Natures rather than the will of God.  Jacob has not prayed and led, he has sat in self centred pity.
Verses 19 – 21.  

The young prince of Shechem is delighted at the news that his father brings to him. He has wisely stayed inside the city walls with Dinah. Moses makes the point that he is more honourable than the men of his city, indicating that this town is full of mostly tough and unreliable pagans. This is not the sort of place that you would want to pick your relatives from amongst. The young prince is the best of them and he is a seducer rather than a true man of honour who would ask for the girls hand before having sex with her. Once again, we have the point underlined for us by the way Moses tells us of the activities within the walls, that these people are corrupt and not to be entered into alliance with. 

God’s will would have been made clear had they waited and prayed. Had the sons of Jacob only done this under God’s guidance they would have been blessed rather than become murderers. Had Jacob only taken the leadership and guided them it could have been different for all! The deal is put by the king to all the men of the city.

Verses 22 – 24.  

Notice the way the king sells the deal to the men of the city at the city gate. Now this is not a great city, but a walled village of several hundred people. The men meet and discuss the proposal and the trading advantages are discussed and argued. Jacob has a grazing deal with the city and the right to camp on the land he has purchased but what is being envisaged by the ruler is that the deal will mean greater wealth for the men of Shechem. He makes it clear that he believes it will be the absorption of Jacob’s wealth into the city. Desire for wealth drives this deal. It is carnality all around, and the most ruthless will win the day, but they are the older sons of Jacob!

Verses 25 – 26.  

The two full brothers of Dinah took the lead in the slaughter that unfolded on the third day. They could enter the city with impunity as all the men were unable to move freely. They could enter house after house and kill the men, or perhaps the men were all in one place recovering. Men often lived quite separate lives, well away from their women’s quarters, and women would stay out of the way if men were discussing things, so surprise could be had in each place if the timing of the attack was right. The two brothers probably had their servants with them, so it could have been a considerable force that executed the plan. 

The others were in on the plan and also entered the city, but allowed the full brothers of Dinah to execute the judgment they had determined. The others would have been there in case Levi and Simeon got into trouble, and they were there to enter into every house when the time was right, and take all the women and children as their servants and all the goods of the city for themselves as plunder. The last person slain was Shechem himself, and the last prisoner taken was Dinah, who was released from the house arrest she had been under in Shechem’s house.

Verses 27 – 31.  

Jacob’s complaint is a case of speaking up “too little and too late”. He had his chance to give guidance before, and his words now ring hollow and hypocritical. Notice his complaint. It is not about the morality of their actions, but simply the possible consequences for him self, and as an after-thought, for them. Jacob’s concern is that they are few in number and the Canaanites are many and could kill them quickly and easily. He is of course right in this but the Lord, in Grace (not what they deserve), will deliver them again. 

Waste no tears on the men of this town for they were evil men, but they were outplayed by even more nasty ones! This is the real shock; that believers in carnality can act even worse than unbelievers at times! Carnality is capable of great evil, and unless we walk in the Holy Spirit we can fall into all manner of sin and evil! There is no limit to evil if we do not guard our lives with Holy Spirit power. Jacob refused to pray and so he faces multiple murders. It is a dramatic event here, but a powerful illustration of why we are told to walk in the Spirit and give no place at all to the power of the fleshly old man within us all! Romans 8:1-13, Galatians 5:16-24, Ephesians 2:3, Philippians 3:3-4, 1 Peter 3:18-21, 2 Peter 2:10-18, 1 John 2:16. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
We are called to make no provision for our Old Sin Nature or it will lead to all manner of evils. The heart is deceitful and we are capable of anything that unbelievers are capable of. We walk in the Spirit, or we walk into disaster, disgrace and distress.

2.
If there is a need for guidance the elders ought to speak up quickly and biblically or be silent permanently. Young hot headed men need the older men to moderate their legitimate and illegitimate anger. Anger is appropriate at times, but it is always wrong to express it without focused power and legitimacy. Anger against evil is appropriate but is always to be expressed within a legal framework. Execution of evil men is commanded by the scriptures to protect the weak, but it is after due process, and without deceit. The death of Shechem is not wrong, but the manner of it brings the person and work of God into disrepute. We must be careful to channel any anger through prayerful consideration of what will bring glory to God and what will not. Anger that does not work righteousness is to be rejected.

3.
Immoral men and women have always existed and always will. We need to warn our children of evil and teach them truth and basic safety principles or they will be seduced by evil. Proper training of young people in reality is crucial to keep them safe, but free will may be exercised by them to their detriment. As parents we can only be without excuse and guilt if we have done our job. Jacob is guilty and grief stricken for he did not act as a proper parent earlier. Let us be warned!

4.
Satan’s greatest attempt to defeat good is by dilution and distraction. Hamor and Shechem attempt to destroy truth by their sexual politics and so win Jacob’s wealth and destroy his faith. Jacob is not a morally upright man in many things but he does believe God and seeks to follow him, and his failures do not stop the Plan of God here. The destruction of Shechem is appropriate, for they attempted to destroy the separation of God’s people, but God’s people do not come out of this well, because they did not seek the Lord’s face! Let us defeat evil, but by God’s means and therefore to his glory, not by our Old Sin Natures and thereby bring disgrace upon the Lord’s good name and upon us all. 

DOCTRINES

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

1. National Government is the fourth Divine Institution, the others being volition or freewill, marriage and family. It should be noted that all Divine Institutions are for the human race as a whole and are not for Christians only. They allow for the orderly function of humanity and each Institution is built on a previous one. For instance marriage is built on freewill, family is based on marriage and freewill and so on.

2. The first three were instituted at creation whilst National Government did not occur until after the Flood.

3. Definition - God's delegated authority to mankind to judge it's own evil until Christ returns. It is therefore a temporary divine institution lasting from the Flood to the second advent of Christ.

4. Prior to national governments the rule of law was by God - Genesis 4:17. Here Cain was jealous of his brother and killed him with a sacrificial knife. As a result he was excluded from the family but he was not killed. God said that anyone who killed him would be avenged 7 times over. Obviously at that time God was doing the judgment Himself. If there was to be any killing it would be done by God. The delegated authority was therefore capital punishment.

5. The change to national governments is given in Genesis 9:4-6 where God stated that a person shall not murder and if a person does murder that man rather than God will take his life. This indicates a delegation of responsibility to man for judgment and execution of penalty.

6. Capital punishment was used in the nation Israel. In Exodus 20:13 it says you shall not kill. The word used RATSACH means to murder rather than kill. In the rest of the law there is capital punishment by stoning as well as warfare showing that this commandment cannot mean "thou shalt not kill" but "thou shalt not murder" as you cannot have one part of the law countermanding another part.

7. In Romans 13:4-6 capital punishment in the New Testament is given. Paul confirms his agreement with the principle of capital punishment in Acts 25:11. In addition when the Lord returns at the Second Advent he uses capital punishment on a large scale.

8. Two limitations are put on government 

[a] The government shall be national with linguistic, geographical and racial fractures and not international as the post Flood group tried to set up at the Tower of Babel. God had to divide the human race to allow for the human race to survive. Genesis 11:1-9. An attempt to create a world wide Satanic millennium will occur just prior to the Second Advent but this will also be judged by the Lord. Revelation 13:16-18, 19:19-21. This changes at the Second Advent when the Lord Jesus Christ sets up a true worldwide kingdom for the 1000 year reign of the Millennium Revelation 20:1-6

[b] In Matthew 22:21 where if a national government has laws which are anti Biblical the Christian should passively and prayerfully disobey the laws and take the consequences. Christians are not revolutionists.

9.Three classic objections are raised to the question of capital punishment.

[a] Capital punishment does not deter crime - Two fallacies :- 

[i]capital punishment was never created to deter crime, but it is the retributive justice of God against evil. 


[ii] Also if it were properly administered it would deter. In the Old Testament capital punishment was never given unless there had been two eye witnesses to the crime and was only the punishment for certain crimes. Conviction was not possible through circumstantial evidence as it had to be by direct witness. After the trial the executioners were the witnesses. The execution was public and the body had to be displayed until sundown indicating the wrath of God on guilty man.

[b] The retributive justice theory which states that a society which has capital punishment is exacting it's vengeance on the guilty. Two fallacies:-

[i] Who is the one who owes the debt? There are three parties involved, the criminal, the victim and the State. If the criminal kills the victim he has broken the law of the State and therefore the crime is against the State, not the victim. Capital punishment therefore comes out of God's vengeance.


[ii] Retributive justice would have a redemptive element if it were carried out correctly as it was in Israel.

[c] It cannot be justly administered as the poor cannot engage as good a lawyer as the rich and are therefore more likely to get convicted. God knew that capital punishment could not be justly administered when He set it up, Jesus Christ being a prime example.  

10. Although God has delegated the authority He has not defined the type of government unlike marriage or family where there is just one form of structure.

11. John Calvin said that there were three types of government:- monarchy, aristocracy and democracy. Monarchy can easily deteriorate to despotism, aristocracy to oligarchy, the rule of an elite few and from democracy to sedition. He said that by far the best form of government was either aristocracy or the combination of aristocracy and democracy.

12. Government is based on two foundations law and power. The power is based on police internally and military for external power. Those who campaign against either are apostate. There must be a balance between law and power. Law without power is destroyed or ignored, power without law destroys the people.

13. Law comes from one of four sources.

[a] verbally from God as to the nation Israel. Israel's law was the Bible.

[b] those nations based on Christian principles draw their law from the Bible.

[c] there are nations who base their law on what the State requires, the liberal, view.

[d] the law can be based on what an individual desires such as a despot, the conservative view.

14. From the human viewpoint there are two types, the conservative which bases its concepts on the rights of the individuals and the liberal who bases his law on the right of the State. Both these views are apostate as it presupposes that law comes from man and not God.

15. The Christian therefore has to say that God has designed a number of elements such as the divine institutions. The government is therefore not allowed to coerce freewill nor bring in polygamy in place of marriage. The State has no sovereignty over volition, marriage or family. In addition there are areas such as economics, education, religion, natural resources, the arts and the sciences.

16. In judging evil the government has to judge the balance between all these elements but does not have rights over the building blocks of society. This lasts until the return of Christ.

17 The model for a nation is given under 8 areas. If any of the areas are weakened the nation is weakened.

[a] Geographical proximity - where a nation should be compact and not inhabit a long thin strip with people strung out over hundreds of kilometres [Deuteronomy 3:18-20]. In the ancient world the river Jordan dividing the two and a half tribes to the east from their brethren on the west caused a weakening of the nation Israel.

[b] The domination by one race, so that a large majority should be of one race. All the nations are called by the father of the nation such as Israel or the sons of Esau which was the name of Edom. You cannot have a melting pot of all peoples without melting the pot. Whilst you can absorb a large number of minorities you must have a dominant race. Deuteronomy 2:4

[c] There must be a strong national feeling of belonging whether the person is an immigrant or not. Deuteronomy 16:11

[d] There must be a common way of thinking about life's problems. If you have two diverse ways of looking at things you have a weak nation.  Deuteronomy 6 The talk in the home should be on the basis of divine viewpoint. All children should be instructed in the Word of God by their parents.

[e] A dominance by one language. When God divided the nations He did it linguistically at the Tower of Babel. Two historical examples of people who saw the value of a common language:- Alexander the Great and Koine Greek and Lenin who modified Russian at the time of the Russian revolution to improve the cohesion of the Soviet Union. 

[f] The principle of harmony between neighbourhoods. Deuteronomy 22:1-4 There were no police in Israel in those days, the inhabitants acting as policemen. 

[g] Patriotism strengthens a nation Deuteronomy 19:13

[h] Dominance of the sovereignty of God over a nation. The destiny of the country is either in God or in man Deuteronomy 21:18     

18. Government's job is to form a balance between the various elements which make up a national entity. For instance the government does not have the right to legally enforce polygamy as marriage is a God given monogamous state. They do have the right however to regulate divorce.

19. Deuteronomy 22:1-3 illustrates how the Old Testament society functioned. The right of the individual had to be respected. Individual rights come because they were created in us. This says to respect your brother's property even if there are no policemen present. This passage gives the ability to have private property. This is confirmed in Exodus 20 where it states you shall not steal. You cannot steal something which is your own. 

Charity also presumes private property. Property allows you to make choices and is the basis for giving. 2 Corinthians 8,9 You cannot give what is not yours. The act of the government giving money extracted from the population by taxes is not an act of charity. However there is a great danger that the possessions possess the possessor and you become materialistic. You can only enjoy property when you are in fellowship with the Lord. [Ecclesiastes 2]

20. Government must defend and strengthen marriage by guarding against adultery and rape. With the strengthening of a marriage a person who had just got married did not have to go to war for a year but stayed at home to cheer up his wife. [Deuteronomy 24:5]

21. Education should deal with the technical things but should not deal with the philosophy of life as this is the parent's responsibility. Ephesians 6:4 This includes such items as sex education and humanistic philosophies 

22. Economics - the basis for economics is given at the point of creation. Deuteronomy 25:13-16 Government cannot create an economy it can only regulate it. John Witherspoon's essay on money is an excellent example of a Biblical approach to economics. 

"Fractional reserves" is a form of the government stealing from the population as they do not have the full weight of gold or silver to back it. Isaiah 1:22 With banknotes it states that the paper money is "legal tender" and therefore has to be accepted in transactions. The Christian response. Matthew 6:19-21                             ]

23. Natural resources. - people say that Christianity is responsible for the present problems in the ecology because of Genesis 1:28. The Biblical answer to this is in Romans 8:20-23 which shows why man destroys the environment, not because of Christianity but because of the fall. 

Thus it is not because of God's design but what man has done. This is further amplified in Isaiah 65:25 where it is clear that God is concerned with ecology showing the balance that will occur in the Millennium. The believer should also be concerned about the environment. Deuteronomy 20:19-20

24. Arts and Sciences - some governments dictate aesthetic tastes for artists.

25. Church - Government has no right to interfere with the Church nor the Church with the Government.  As an example in the case of slavery the Christians eat away from the inside rather than rising in rebellion. [Philemon]

26. Courts and the Police - in Deuteronomy 16:18 -18:22 the Bible states that they are necessary. The Christian should defend the principle of the Courts and Police Force. The law enforcement and court officials are not to take inducements or be biased Deuteronomy 16:18-20 The groves of trees in v21 are the place of the Baal worshippers. As God was Head of State this meant that they were to be faithful and patriotic.

27. To secure a capital conviction there had to be two or more witnesses Deuteronomy 17:6. The individual citizen was the informant showing a civic responsibility and acted as the police. Upon securing conviction the witnesses were the ones to throw the first rock in the execution. Perjury was seen as a major crime. Punishment for a false witness was that which he had accused the other party. Deuteronomy 19:18

The court procedure was such that the trials were quick and soon after the offence. The complaint was brought by the plaintiff and not by a lawyer. The judgment was considered to be not against the state but against God. Deuteronomy 1:17 The penalties were either a fine, corporal punishment or capital punishment but apart from waiting to appear in court no imprisonment. Any corporal punishment was undertaken in front of the judge to ensure fairness. Deuteronomy 25:1-3                 

28. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations. Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8

29. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth. Genesis 9:19

30. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel Genesis 11:9

31. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God. cf Genesis 11:4,9  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

32. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully. 1 Timothy 2:1-2

33. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

34. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts Romans 13:4 

35. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13

36. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include

a) Amorites  Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2

b) Chaldea Daniel 5

37. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices. Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil. Nehemiah 13:23-27

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people. Genesis 28:1

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief Genesis 26:34,35

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble. Numbers 12:1

38. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation.

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in Acts 10:1 -48

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in Acts 9:1-16

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in Acts 10:1-48

EVIL

1. DEFINITION: Evil is Satan's policy in opposition to God's doctrine. Evil is therefore a collection of beliefs and practises that back up Satan's viewpoint rather than God’s.

2. Evil is not necessarily bad, it is simply a policy that will take you away from the path that God prepared for you. 

3. False religion may be very moral and even ascetic (and therefore look "holy"), but if it is leading people away from God's revealed will it is evil.

4. Often evil can masquerade as "good". People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil doctrine. Romans 7:19,20,    

5. Only God’s Word, Bible Doctrine can help the believer distinguish between true good and evil, Hebrews 3:13,14.

6. Only a soul saturated in God’s Word is truly protected from the subtlety of Satan's policy of evil. Proverbs 2:10-14, 3:7, 19:23.

7. Only applied knowledge of God's Word negates and neutralises evil. Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21,   Isaiah 45.

8. The issue for the believer is the daily choice to accept God's Word and therefore protect oneself against evil.  God watches for our choices. Proverbs 11:18,19, 22:3, 24:1-4, Ephesians 5:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3.

9. The company of evil people will distort the thinking of the believer and confuse his/her witness. Isaiah 5:20,  1 Corinthians 15:23.

10. There is no evil in God at all. Psalm 5:4, 1 John 1:5, 4:4.

11. God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire for ever at the final judgement.  Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff

12. In spite of evil still existing in the world due to Satan's on-going presence throughout the Church Age, the Lord is still on the throne, and his hand is on all things. 

13. Satan only does things by "permission" and we are in the Lord's hands and so are, in Christ, safe. Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45 : 6, 7.

NOTES
CHAPTER 35

THE DEATHS OF RACHEL AND ISAAC

INTRODUCTION

In verse 1 God tells Jacob to come back to Bethel and dwell there in safety with Him. This is the same place as he saw the vision of what we call “Jacob's ladder”. Genesis 28:10-21.  Jacob was living like what some call today “crisis Christians”. These are believers who keep on living like pagans until they have a crisis in their life. Some Christians have to have a catastrophe in their lives before they seek God's face at all, let alone pray and read the scriptures regularly. The Lord God orders him to build a new altar; this is the Lord’s command to get back into fellowship and deal with his sins. 2 Corinthians 13:5.  We are ordered exactly as Jacob was to regularly examine ourselves and deal with any sin or disobedient pattern we find in our life. 1 John 1:9, Hebrews 2:1-4, 12:1-3. 

The spiritual vacuum that Jacob has left in the family has been filled by false religion and Jacob now sees that he has to do something about it. He tells them to purify themselves spiritually and be ready to serve the living God in spirit and in truth. They are to clean out the strange gods from their bed rooms and clean their bodies and garments. Sadly, if parents do not set the example of godliness and true spirituality, then their children will pick up ungodliness from the people they come into daily contact with. 

The family members will give him the gods and ear rings. Ear rings were involved with paganism and worship of the pagan gods. They had adopted the customs and jewellery of their pagan neighbours, and when you admire people and their “culture” you will tend to be influenced by their beliefs over time. They now changed their clothes, and then proper sacrifices and prayers were offered at the altar, and they had a family revival led by Jacob. [ Verse 4] Refer to the BTB study on REVIVAL. Also refer to the EBCWA CD or the website and down load the Pastoral study book on REVIVAL.

A revival occurs when a believer deals with sin in their life under the authority of God, and so cleans up their personal and then their family witness. The blessing of God on Jacob is shown by a new name, Israel which means “prince of God” or “God will rule”. God sees us all as he sees Jacob; he sees us how we will be under the control of the power of the Holy Spirit. He treats us all in grace, which we should be very thankful for. Jacob doesn’t deserve the grace he receives, but then neither do we!

In verses 11‑13 God tells Jacob that he is a true physical and spiritual descendant of Abraham and will inherit the promises made to Abraham. For the rest of the Bible he is either called Jacob or Israel. When he is called Jacob it is a sign that he, or his people, are under the control of the old sin nature whilst when they are under the power of the Holy Spirit he, or his people, are called Israel. Just as the daily choice regarding spirituality or carnality was Jacob’s, just so the daily choice is also ours as we deal with sin in our life. We too can be like the “princes of God” or we can “do a Jacob” and play the shyster! Refer to the BTB study, OLD SIN NATURE.

The weakness in Jacob is seen in verses 21-22 in the fact that he was over indulgent with his family especially Joseph. Jacob however faces his biggest test yet with his concubine Bilhah, when Reuben goes in and has sexual relations with her. Now he is following his father’s example, and the woman herself does not complain about this activity, and she is at least twenty years older than Reuben, and may have been his nurse at times! 

Jacob does nothing about this great evil as he is weak. This was a sin punishable by death under the Mosaic Law and so Moses writes about this and moves on, indicating his disapproval, but also his recognition that grace and forgiveness can operate at times. Moses is not condoning these things, and subsequent judgments upon Reuben and Bilhah in the family will probably be severe. The fact that Jacob records this in the tablets that get passed down to Moses tells us that he is disgusted and wants the sin recorded, but his weakness, as with Dinah, leads to lack of action.

The Lord can overcome all our weaknesses by his own actions in our lives, as long as our heart desires his glory. The Lord will either turn cursing into blessing through confession of sin, or there will be divine discipline because of unconfessed sin. The choice is ours! You should encourage your people to deal with sin quickly. Jacob was afflicted with sadness as a result of his inaction over these sins, and it was at a level which very few others experience, the sadness of losing a son, in his case Joseph. All the judgment that comes upon him comes because he fails as a father, and fails to live consistently as a godly man ought to live. He deserves to die under extreme discipline but God’s grace keeps him, just as we are kept! Refer to the BTB studies, HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT on page 4, CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY-CARNALITY on page 86 and CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS below.

GENESIS 35:1-8

1  And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 2  Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 3  And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 4  And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. 5  And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. 6  So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him. 7  And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother. 8  But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name of it was called Allonbachuth.
REFLECTION

Verses 1-3.  

Possibly ten full years have passed since Jacob returned from Mesopotamia. He has not yet formally settled into worship in the land and thereby fulfilled his vow, made in Genesis 28:20ff, and referred to in Genesis 31:13. He has been, like so often we can be, distracted by the affairs of daily life. 

He has simply not got around to formally worshipping again in the land. The pleasantness of the pastures, and the daily demands of pastoral life have hindered him from taking definite action on the spiritual front. The result has been a falling into paganism on the part of his family. This may have been led by Rachel, as she specifically is identified as the thief of her father’s household good luck gods. Genesis 31:19, 33-35.  

God directly calls Jacob to fulfil his vow and return to Bethel and worship there as he had promised. God reminds him that as he has protected him from Esau, so he has kept him safe from all dangers, and the vow is now overdue, to be repaid with thanksgiving. Refer to the BTB studies on RELIGION, CHURCH :  WORSHIP AND PRAISE. Jacob is to purify his own heart and then deal with the impact of the infiltration of paganism into the family through the last thirty years. Psalms 101:1-7, Exodus 20:2-6, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, 1 Peter 2:1-2.

Jacob formally calls upon them all to purify them selves and set aside their gods and pagan religious ornaments. They have been on a slow but steady slide into paganism themselves.  He formally orders them to bathe and clean up their appearance, change their clothes and dress up for a formal religious service. They may have been required to throw away some pagan type clothing also. They certainly are told to place all the statues of the gods and all their earrings and armlets and other “good luck” symbols associated with any paganism they have taken up through the last thirty years. 

The wives are now in their fifties at least and the children are from late twenties to early teens. All are able to understand the actions that Jacob requires of them. He also requires all his servants to follow this instruction, as they are under his authority and must obey his command. Jacob has finally acted again as the true Patriarch and taken the spiritual leadership of his people. Psalms 66:13-20, 103:1-5, 116:16-19, 

Verses 4-5.  

We are reminded by these things that as believers today we are to be careful of our dress, for we are not to give a pagan message by our appearance to those to whom we are to witness. The earrings were particularly signs of pagan influence with “good luck” type religious practises. As believers we are not to have anything to do with “good luck” religion activities, whether they are in the church or outside it. We worship the Lord of all and we do not need to do little superstitious activities to make us safe. We rest in the Lord’s hands for our safety, not any good lucks charms or activities. The Israelites would fall back into this practise of earring wearing during their time in Egypt and these would become the gold for the golden calf idolatry that they fell into. Exodus 32:2-6. God’s judgment is upon all the pagan symbols of those who reject the truth about Him. Deuteronomy 7:2-11. 

All the gold and all the statues of the gods were buried deep under the roots of the great Terebinth tree at Shechem; probably the same one that Abraham camped beside. Genesis 12:6. by digging under the tree the roots would over time entangle the gold and idols and destroy them making it impossible to dig them out again. By Joshua’s day this place had become a holy place, in recognition of this act of separation. Joshua 24:26. Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION on page 85. 

Having buried the gods and prepared for their spiritual pilgrimage, the entire family sets off for Bethel and the building of the altar there to worship the true God of all. The Canaanites were baffled at how such a small group had defeated the entire city-state of Hamor and Shechem and so they were terrified of these people and locked their gates as they went by. None attacked them. Jacob’s early fears were proved groundless. The Lord protected them as they moved towards Bethel.

Verses 6-8.  

They journeyed south until they arrived at the area known then as Luz, but by Moses time as Beth-el. When they arrive at the place Jacob had marked with the pillar thirty years before he builds an altar on the site. Where once he slept and say the vision of the staircase, he now builds an altar with his grown up family around him. He had slept here alone thirty years before, and now he stands before an altar with several hundred people, who he leads in prayer. God has kept his word and Jacob has been blessed and has returned to this place in safety under God’s care and protection.  

It is here that Rebekah’s old nurse, the one who likely cared for Jacob died, and Jacob buried her by the great Oak tree that was there. The name of the Oak tree was “the Oak of weeping” because of the lamentations made for Deborah, the slave/servant who cared for Jacob as a child. The fact that Deborah is with Jacob tells us that he must have visited his father’s encampment at some time in order for her to join his company. It is a reminder that Moses tells only highlights of the story he received on the tablets. He is an editor and selects things relevant to the unfolding drama of redemption in his own day.

It also reminds us that being a servant of the people of God in this day meant deliverance into a household of faith and being loved for service rendered and treated as an equal before God. It is this respect for all members of the household that sets the stage for equality in the days of Paul. Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3:22 – 4:6, Philemon 1ff. Refer to the BTB studies, WEEPING on page 80, WORK on page 24 and WORK RELATIONS below.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Deborah was likely a slave in the household of Isaac; purchased in a slave market. She had been treated with dignity by Isaac, and then in her old age by Jacob, who she had cared for as a child. She had served faithfully and been saved in the household. 


She was a servant, yet she was a princess of God and mourned as a family member on her death. She was a carer of others, and she was cared for by the family until her death. The care of the elderly poor in the church is a mark of that church’s application of agape love. We are to be known for our care of the saints who have served well. Let us ensure we care for those who have cared for the work of the Lord throughout their life. 

2.
Jacob leads a family revival by magnifying the worship of the Lord in the household and taking the lead in the elimination of all compromise worship of pagan nonsense. Revival begins when the parents take the lead in holiness and proper worship. Jacob’s dysfunctional family reminds us that it is never too late to set a good example and have a revival. There is to be no compromise with the fashions of evil, nor the jewellery of “good luck charms”; such things are not to be the dress of believers. 1 Timothy 2:9-10. Refer to the EBCWA CD or website and read the commentary on these verses from the letter to Timothy.

3.
We can all be as carnal as Jacob was at times, and we can, like him, lead a revival when we face the sinful patterns of our life and change them through confession of sin and return to thorough worship of the Lord our God. Spirituality and carnality are daily choices of the believer, and they depend upon our choice to confront and deal with our sins and love on in the filling of the Spirit, or our lazy acceptance of the evils that will otherwise emerge from our Old Sin Nature. Let us take up the biblical challenge and walk in the Spirit.

4.
We are called to be lights in a dark world, and that means an active separation from the evil that often surrounds us. We are to walk in the Spirit of the living God, not follow the dictates of the pagan world. Let us ensure that there is a “visible difference” between us and the worldliness of the enemy, without offence being given to those to whom we are to witness.

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

1. Divine discipline is the result of a believer disobeying the will of God.

2. God disciplines all true children. Those who are not true children do not know discipline. (Hebrews 12:8; 1 Peter 5:9-10).

3. God's discipline of believers is shown in

a) Old Testament (Proverbs 3:11,12);

b) New Testament (Hebrews 12:3-13; Revelation 3:19).

4. Attitudes towards God's discipline (Hebrews 12:3-15).

a) Think lightly of it (v 5).

b) Faint or become disheartened (v 5).

c) Endure discipline (v 7).

d) Learn and benefit from discipline. (v 11).

5. The effect of God's discipline

a) Discipline blesses the believer (Psalm 94:12)

b) Lives are changed (Hebrews 12:11)

c) It is for a limited time. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

d) It is for the believer's benefit (Hebrews 12:10)

6. The believer who refuses to repent may be disciplined to the extent of death (1 Corinthians 11:30-31, 1 John 5:16)

7. Divine discipline never implies a loss of salvation. Galatians 3:26, 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION

This contrasts the different ways in which the Holy Spirit works in different circumstances and location. The locations under examination are Antioch and lconium.  It clearly shows that the outworking of the Holy Spirit varies from place to place. (Acts 15:22-35) (Antioch) (Acts 14.1-7) (Iconium)

1. In Antioch there was preaching only.  At Iconium there was preaching and miracles.

2. Believers cannot base a system of procedures on one successful operation.

3. Because the Holy Spirit permitted miracles in Iconium it does not follow that there will be miracles everywhere.

4. The same success was obtained at Antioch by the preaching and teaching of the word without miracles.

5. The ministry of the believer must be related to the Holy Spirit.  Such a ministry may be communicated by doctrine or verbally and may or may not contain accompanying supernatural phenomena.

6. The believer cannot compel the Holy Spirit to a type of procedure as at Iconium such as the tongues and healing that was used in the ancient world.  Because God permitted these things in the past it does not follow that they will be used in the present.

7. The demand for healing miracles and tongues is tantamount to dictating to God and this places the believer in opposition to the plan of God.

8. Miracles were always used to focus attention on the message from the word and were never used as a sign of spirituality and power:

(i) The message and not the miracles was always the important factor.

(ii) Emphasising miracles we either detract from the message or have no message at all.  The Holy Spirit always emphasises the message.

(iii) Today emphasis on miracles, tongues and healing obscures the issue of God's Word.

SALVATION:  SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus (1Corinthians 1:2).

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1:  At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification (1Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7).

b) Stage 2:  Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality (Romans 16:2; 1Corinthians 1-2).

c) Stage 3:  Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification (1John 3:2).

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore:

a) protects us from divine judgment (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever

c) makes us a new creature in Christ (2Corinthians 5:17)

d) guarantees eternal security for every believer (Romans 8:38, 39).

5.  However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21).  When controlled by his carnal nature however, the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6.  When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1Thessalonians 5:23).

RELIGION

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

REVIVAL

Twenty four Biblical revivals and Reforms are examined.

1. Jacob - On his return from Bethel he ordered his whole household to put away their false gods and to wash and change their garments. The false gods were buried. Jacob then built an altar to the Lord. (Genesis 35:1-4)

2. Moses - This occurred when the Israelites saw the parting of the Red Sea as a mighty act of God. Moses led the Israelites with the Song of Moses whilst his sister Miriam provided the music. (Exodus 14:31-15:21)

3. Samuel - He exhorted the nation to put away false gods and prepare to worship the one true God. (1 Samuel 7:3-6)

4. David - When the Ark of the Covenant was brought into Jerusalem for the first time. (1 Chronicles 15:25-28, 16:1-43, 29:10-25)

5. David - At the dedication of the materials for the future Temple. (1 Chronicles 29)

6. Solomon - At the dedication of the Temple. (2 Chronicles 7:1-3)

7. Asa - Who removed the idols and Sodomites out of the land. (1 Kings 15:11-15)

8. Jehosophat - Who led a revival when he cleansed the Temple and ordered the sanctification of the Levitical priesthood. (2 Chronicles 19)

9. Elijah - After the contest with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. (1 Kings 18:21-40)

10. Jehu - When he exterminated all worshipers of Baal and their temples. (2 Kings 10:15-28)

11. Jehoida - As High Priest he led the people in a covenant to turn from their idols and worship God. (2 Kings 11:17-20)

12. Hezekiah - He cleansed the Temple resulting in a revival. (2 Chronicles 29-31)

13. Manassah - When this wicked king became a believer he ordered the destruction of all idols. (2 Chronicles 33:11-20)

14. Josiah - When in cleaning up the Temple the Book of the Law was accidentally discovered. Its public reading before the king and nation had a profound effect. (2 Kings 22-23)

15. Ezra - When as a result of his preaching on separation the nation Israel turned from their practice of marriage alliances with the heathen in the land. (Ezra 9-10)

16. Nehemiah - After he had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra publicly read and taught from the Word of God, causing a great revival. (Nehemiah 13)

17. Jonah - Despite a negative attitude, his preaching caused a mass conversion of the Assyrians at Nineveh. (Jonah 3)

18. Esther - Following the repentance of the Jews with the overthrow of Haman. (Esther 9:17-22)

19. John the Baptist - Who preached of the coming Messiah, warning them to repent. (Luke 3:2-18)

20. Jesus - When, after speaking to the Samaritan woman there was a revival in Samaria. (John 4:28-42)

21. Philip - Whose preaching regarding the kingdom of God produced a great revival in Samaria. (Acts 8:5-12)

22. Peter - At Pentecost after his great sermon. (Acts 2)

23. Peter - At Lydda after he had healed Aeneas. (Acts 9)

24. Paul - At Ephesus during his third missionary journey. (Acts 19:11-20)

WELFARE

1. God has always been concerned for the needy poor, the weak and the oppressed. Exodus 22:21-27, Deuteronomy 15:11, 24:14,15.

2. Orphans and widows were especially concerns of the Lord from the beginning. Deuteronomy 10:18, Ezekiel 22:7.

3. Any violation of the trust of others with money was also a concern of the Lord. Exodus 22:26, Amos 2:8,

4. The needy poor of the land were to be cared for. Only the needy were to be cared for, as those who were able to work should, and those with ability were expected to use it. Isaiah 1:23, 10:2, 3:14,15, Amos 4:1, 5:11, 8:4,6, Micah 2:2,8,9, Zephaniah 3:1, Habakkuk 1:4, 2:10-15, Jeremiah 5:28, 7:6, Ezekiel 18:12,16, 22:29, Zechariah 7:10, Malachi 3:5.

5. The Lord addressed the poor and needy directly and met their needs, for food but more than that for focus on their purpose in life. Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 4:18, 6:20.

The Lord recognised that there will always be people who are poor, that need will always exist within a fallen world and that no attempt of man will change this. Matthew 26:11, Mark 14:7.

6. The early church during the time of greatest growth in Jerusalem adopted a dramatic welfare policy to deal with the numbers being saved and the numbers of martyrs and their dependents who needed the church to care for them. 

In Acts 4:32-37 tells us that many (not all or they would not have had a home to meet in) the church sold their worldly wealth to ensure the work was not halted for lack of funds, or time to devote. It was a temporary measure and restricted to Jerusalem but it helped the church get established and made sure that no-one starved at a time when there was great expansion 
but also great persecution. 

Because of the church's needs they were permanently poor and other churches had to help the Jerusalem church throughout its history until 70AD. 1 Corinthians 16 : 3.

7. The churches cared for the poor and needy by regular giving, and through the office of the deacons who were the social welfare officers for the assemblies. Romans 15:26, Galatians 2:10, James 2:2-7,   

Relatives were expected to look after their own first. 1 Timothy 5:8,

If people could work they were expected to;   such were not needy poor! 1 Thessalonians 2:9 -12, 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12.

WORK – WORK RELATIONS

A glimpse into the early churches view of labour relations, and how both workers and managers should conduct themselves is found in three passages (Ephesians 6:5-9, Philemon, and Colossians 4:1-6). 

Peter identifies principles that apply to the slaves of the Roman Empire in 1 Peter 2:18-25; principles that apply to workers of any day.

1. Be in subjection - place yourselves under the authority of the boss/owner.

2. Be respectful with awesomeness towards them, so there is no hint of disrespect.

3. Have this attitude towards those who are good and those who are “two faced” and untrustworthy. Believers are to trust God in this matter.

4. This behaviour is worthy of honour, and enhances your reputation before the world.

5. Knowing what is unjust before God, and enduring it for the Lord’s sake, brings glory and the “well done” of God.

6. Enduring wrongful pain and sorrow, and taking it to the Lord, is the “school of maturity”, where we can learn more of the Lord and his suffering than in any other place in this life.

7. Do not suffer for your own wrongdoing! There is no glory in that.

8. Imitate the character of Christ; see any unjust suffering that comes your way as an opportunity to learn more of him, and become more like him as you place yourself totally in the Father’s hands.

We are ambassadors of the court of heaven, and have a role of witnessing to the Lord whatever our human job, which, whatever status it has or form it takes, must not get in the way of our witness. 

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE

1. The Hebrew word used in worship is "Shoko" - to bow down.

2. The Greek words are as follows:-

a) proskueo - prostrate yourself. (1 Corinthians 14:5)

b) sebomai - lack of arrogance. (Matthew 15:9)

c) sebazomai - stand in awe. (Romans 1:25)

d) eusebeo - act with devotion. (Acts 17:23)

3. Worship is the attitude of the believer when he approaches God in awe, fear and respect. (1 Chronicles 29:20, Matthew 22:21, Romans 13:17)

4. We should never be casual or flippant with God. (John 13:13, Hebrew 10:19-21)

5. Worship is an expression of bible doctrine that a believer has in him and is applying. All expression of doctrine is worship. (Nehemiah 8:6-10, 9:3)

6. We must worship the Lord in spirit, controlled by the Spirit, and in truth, reflecting doctrine accurately. (John 4:23-24)

7. It is therefore of critical importance that we worship in accordance with biblical doctrines. This is especially important in singing as because of pleasant music it is easy to forget or ignore the meaning of the words being sung.

8. People worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:11, 9:38)

9. People who do not worship God will worship demons. (Deuteronomy 8:19-20, 11:16, 30:17-20, Romans 1:25)

10. All will eventually bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord, either for blessing or before they are judged eternally. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10)

11. In eternity there will be perfect worship as there will be perfect knowledge of doctrine. (Revelation 4:8-11)

12. Worship begins at salvation. (Mark 5:1-10, 18-20)

13. Worship expresses a believers concentration on his Lord. (Psalms 29, 66, 96 , John 12:1-11)

14. The song of worship. (1 Chronicles 16:7-36)

15. We worship through:-

a) Reading God's Word. (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, 1 Timothy 4:13)

b) Studying God's Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15)

c) Teaching God's Word. (Acts 2:42, 6:7, 12:24, 18:28, 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2)

d) Preaching God's Word. (2 Timothy 4:2)

e) The sacrifice of our praise. (Hebrews 13:15)

f) The sacrifice of our good works. (Hebrews 13:16)

g) The sacrifice of our bodies. (Romans 12:1)

h) The sacrifice of our substance. (Philippians 4:18)

i) The receiving of His Son. (John 1:11-12)

j) The keeping of the Ordinances. (1 Corinthians 11:2)

k) Through the singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, James 5:13)

l) Prayers, Intercessions, Supplications and Thanksgiving. (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 8)

16. Praise

a) Praise and thanksgiving are linked in worship. (1 Chronicles 23:30)

b) When they praised the Lord at the dedication of Solomon's Temple the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13,14)

c) Praise always glorifies God. (Psalm 50:231

d) When Paul and Silas praised God by singing hymns in prison God acted for them. (Acts 16:25)

e) The Jews were delivered when they sang praises to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:21,22)

f) Praise is important in missionary work. (Psalm 96)

g) Praise is a feature of the Godly home. (Psalm 118:15)

h) Jesus Christ praises God in the midst of the Church (Hebrews 2:12)

GENESIS 35:9-15

“9  And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him. 10  And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. 11  And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 12  And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. 13  And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. 15  And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel.” 

REFLECTION

Verses 9 – 10. 

Moses reminds us that Jacob has been finally obedient in seeking the Lord at the place he promised to return to, even though it is ten years later. Genesis 28:10-17, 32:24-28. The Lord renames him again as Israel, and reminds him again of what it means. He is reminded that it is here that the blessing will be received, not anywhere else, just as Abraham and Isaac had been told that. Genesis 12:7, 17:1ff, 18:1, 26:2. 

Jacob will no longer be called Jacob, but Israel. It is a reminder to Jacob to stop calling himself Jacob, but refer to himself with the new name God has given him, just as Abraham stopped referring to himself as Abram. This is a challenge for Jacob to stop seeing himself as he has and grasp the new spiritual reality and advance in the Holy Spirit’s power rather than his own. 

Verses 11 – 12. 

The Lord calls himself by name here as the creator God to remind Old Israel that he is well able to do what he has promised and fulfil all prophetic words to him. God is almighty; there is no power shortage to protect Israel and to bring about the plan to fulfilment. This is our reminder today that God’s purposes will be worked out with the nation that grew from this man and that the destiny of the Jewish people is a great destiny. 

There is hope for Israel, but it is not with alliances with the USA or any other national group. In the last days Israel will sign a treaty with the Anti-Christ himself to guarantee their security, which of course it will not! Even though men try to destroy Israel, God’s promise from this day of Jacob’s life right through to our own still is the stable ground upon which Israel stands. Refer to the BTB studies, ANTI-SEMITISM on page 60, ISRAEL – JACOB AS A TYPE OF ISRAEL on page 8, GOD – NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT on page 52 and ANTI-CHRIST – WORLD RULER, PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS and ISRAEL below.

Verses 13 – 15.  

The promise of the land is one that has never been fulfilled in it’s completeness, although it came close briefly, but still only partially, under Solomon. The land will be Israel’s descendents and it will be theirs for a thousand years in the millennial kingdom of the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is Jacob’s great son, the Lord himself, who will be the king to rule over the land in it’s fullness. Refer to the BTB studies, KINGDOM – MILLENNIAL KINGDOM on page 21 and CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING and CHRIST:  RETURN OF OUR LORD below.

Israel recognizes the Lord’s presence in the place again by calling it Bethel and by setting up another, larger pillar of stone. He has his eleven sons to assist him this time and so the monument is large and significant, as is the worship conducted there. He pours a libation, or drink offering and anoints the pillar with oil as a symbol of the Holy Spirit of God’s presence. Refer to the BTB study on OFFERINGS – LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENTING CHRIST and HOLY SPIRIT:  SYMBOLS. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
It is never too late to be obedient if we are still alive! The Lord operates in grace and so if we still live we can return to the path he wants for us and blessing may still flow for us. God delights in turning cursing into blessing through his grace and power, in accordance with his plan. Let us walk closely to our Lord and not have to come back as far as Jacob had to.

2.
God calls us to see ourselves as he sees us, not as our Old Sin Nature has made us. We are to see ourselves as the children of the living God, not the fallen sons and daughters of Adam and Eve. We are able to walk in God’s power through the Holy Spirit and so we ought to walk. 

3.
God has a plan for Israel yet, so no matter what the nations of the earth decide to do about any problems caused by Israelis, the Lord has spoken and his plan will be fulfilled. Israel will be the centre of the world under the rulership of Jacob’s descendent the Lord Jesus Christ.

DOCTRINES

ANTICHRIST

1. SCRIPTURE - Daniel 7:8,21-26; 8:23-25; 9:26,27; 11:36-45; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Revelation 13:1-18; 17:16,17; 19:19,20.

2. BIOGRAPHY

The Antichrist is the world ruler who will emerge as a violently anti-God despot, who will emerge after the removal of God's church. He comes from the gentile nations (the sea) in the last times. His power base will be a ten nation empire closely related to the old Roman Empire known as the Revived Roman Empire. The Antichrist is very clever and infiltrates by means of a peace campaign. He is, however, very hungry for power and once he wrests power from his subjects, he destroys the apostate religious system which has been working closely with him until then. He makes a covenant with Israel, allowing them to sacrifice in the temple, but eventually sets himself up to be worshipped as God in the temple. His reign of almost seven years duration becomes increasingly and openly anti-God, involving signs and wonders. He has a close relationship with the false prophet, the leader of Israel at that time. At the end of his empire he moves on Jerusalem, which is being held by believers. Jesus Christ returns at the second advent to deliver those in Jerusalem and capture the Antichrist and false prophet, throwing them into the lake of fire.

3. EVALUATION

a) The Antichrist arises out of the Gentile nations with the final empire of ten nations (Revelation 13:1).

b) The seven heads are seven mountains which speaks of Rome (Revelation 17:9).

c) There are seven kings:  five are fallen, one is, and one is to come (Revelation 17:10). These are empires - the five that are fallen are Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia and Greece. The one in existence in 96 AD (when John wrote Revelation) was Rome, and the one to come is the Revived Roman Empire.  

d) The ten horns are ten future kingdoms which receive power for a short time.  (Revelation 17:12).

e) He rules empires (Revelation 13:2; cf. Daniel 7:4-6).

f) His power is from Satan (Revelation 13:2; cf. Revelation 20:2).

g) Satan gives Antichrist the world empire (Revelation 13:2).

h) Satanic worship is a key part of Antichrist's regime (Revelation 13:4,8).

i) He is a great orator. He is anti-God and has power for 3 1/2 years (Revelation 13:5).

j) His empire becomes a world empire (Revelation 13:7).

k) The dictator of Palestine who is demon possessed ("the false prophet") promotes him (Revelation 13:11).

l) Great wonders and miracles are a feature of this empire (Revelation 13:13).

m) A statue of the Antichrist is constructed. It has the ability to speak. Worship of it is compulsory on the pain of death (Revelation 13:14,15).

n) The Antichrist controls the world economy by marking members of the human race on the forehead or on the right hand (Revelation 13:16,17; cf. Revelation 14:9-1 1).

o) His number is 666, a number which represents "perfect man" or "perfect sin" (Revelation 13:18).

p) He will not be revealed until the restrainer is removed (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

q) The Antichrist's rule features power, signs and lying wonders from Satan himself (2 Thessalonians 2:9).

r) He deceives the unbeliever (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

s) The Antichrist is destroyed and thrown into the lake of fire at the second advent (Revelation 19:19,20).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Satan is the ruler of this world (John 16:11).

b) World domination and internationalism is Satanic in origin (Genesis 11:6-9).

c) Miracles, signs and lying wonders are strategies employed by Satan to deceive (John 8:44).

d) Economic control of the individual enslaves that individual (Proverbs 22:7).

e) Ultimately vast power creates the delusion that the person in control is God (Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 14:13,14).

f) The antichrist will not be revealed until after the Rapture of the Church when the Holy Spirit who restrains him (and indwells all Christians) will be removed from the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

g) A few years of power is not worth an eternity of suffering.

h) Eventually man must account to Jesus Christ as his judge if he does not accept Jesus Christ as Saviour (Revelation 20:12-15).

i) At a point, people become so hardened to God that God gives them over to their own delusions (2 Thessalonians 2:11, Romans 1:28).

j) The Antichrist is a person, not to be confused with the many antichrists of (1 John 2:18) or the "spirit of antichrist" of (1 John 4:3)

5. In the Tribulation there will be a counterfeit trinity with Satan (father), the Antichrist (son) and False Prophet (spirit).

6. Names given to the Antichrist:- 

a) The seed of Satan (Genesis 3:15)

b) The little horn (Daniel 7:8)

c) The king of fierce countenance (Daniel 8:23)

d) The prince that shall come (Daniel 9:26)

e) The desolater (Daniel 9:27)

f) The wilful king (Daniel 11:36)

g) The man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

h) The son of perdition (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

i) The lawless one (2 Thessalonians 2:8)

j) The Antichrist (1 John 2:22)

k) The beast (Revelation 11:7)

7. Characteristics 

a) He is called the seed of Satan (Genesis 3:15). Just as Jesus Christ had a supernatural birth being born of a virgin, it may be that there will be something supernatural about the birth of the Antichrist. It is likely that Satan will impregnate a human woman and thus be the father of the Antichrist in a similar way to the angelic infiltration of (Genesis 6:2)

b) In (Daniel 9:26) he is said to be of the people who destroyed the Temple. The Roman Empire destroyed the Temple in 70 AD. The Antichrist may therefore be of Roman origin.

c) The identity of the man of sin will not be clear until the start of the Tribulation, although he may be fairly prominent in politics prior to that period. He will not be revealed until after the Rapture of the Church when the Holy Spirit who restrains him (and indwells all Christians) will be removed from the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7).  In the middle of the Tribulation, he sets himself in the Temple calling himself God (v4-8).

d) In (Daniel 9:27) the start of the Tribulation is marked by the signing of a seven year covenant between the Antichrist and the nation of Israel. When Israel signs the covenant, God issues a decree of destruction against the whole earth  (Isaiah 28:14-22) - the judgments of the book of Revelation. The Antichrist is shown as the rider on the white horse of (Revelation 6:1) who brings the promise of (false) peace.

e) The rise of the Antichrist to power:- 

i) In (Daniel 8:23-25) he is seen as a skilful leader, involved in the occult power (v23), will war against the Jews (v24), and will rise to power through deceit (v25). 

ii) In (Daniel 11:36-39) he shall do what he wants, claiming to be God and exalting himself (v36), he will repudiate all religious practices from his ancestors (v37). He however will honour a god whom his ancestors did not know (v38) who assists him to power (v39), this god being Satan. He will accept the offer of the kingdoms of the world which our Lord refused in the wilderness. 

iii) In (2 Thessalonians 2:8-9) we are told that his coming is according to the energising of Satan accompanied by miracles, signs and wonders. 

iv) During the first half of the Tribulation, he gains political control of the ten groups that make up a One World Government.  This includes the removal of three of the ten leaders (Daniel 7:23-24, Revelation 17:12-17)

v) He also destroys the One World Church ("Mystery Babylon") that has operated in the first half of the Tribulation (Revelation 17:5,16.) In (Revelation 11) he is able to kill the two witnesses who have been causing him major problems. They however will be resurrected much to his dismay.

f) The death and resurrection of the Antichrist .In (Daniel 11:40-45) he kills the Kings of the North, South and East. and in (v 45) he will come to his end and none shall help him. However in (Revelation 13:3) he receives a fatal wound but the fatal wound is healed. This suggests that the Antichrist dies and is resurrected by the power of Satan. This miracle deceives the world that the Antichrist is god and the world now worships him. 

CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING

JESUS THE PROPHET

1. Moses predicted the coming of a perfect prophet, fulfilled in Jesus (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Acts 3:20-23)

2. Jesus claimed he was a prophet. (John 7:16, 8:28, 12:49-50)

3. Fulfilled predictions

a) His death and resurrection (Matthew 16:21, John 2:19)

b) The destruction of Jerusalem (Matthew 24:1-2, Luke 19:41-44)

c) The Gentile domination of Israel (Luke 21:20-24)

d) The Jewish dispersion (Matthew 24:34)

e) That the scriptures would survive (Matthew 24:35)

JESUS THE PRIEST

1. A priest is a man who represents other men before God, so that sinful man can have relationship with a holy God (Hebrews 5:1). The priest made propitiation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17, Hebrews 10:12) and also made intercession for the people

2. As a high priest, Christ offered a perfect sacrifice to God to remove sin for all time - His own body (Hebrews 9:26).

3. He also offers intercessory prayer for us (Hebrews 7:23-25) at the right hand of the Father.

4. Characteristics:-

a) He was divinely appointed (Hebrews 5:4-10)

b) He is perfect (Hebrews 7:26-28)

c) He is merciful and faithful (Hebrews 2:17)

d) He is sympathetic (Hebrews 4:14-16)

e) He is everlasting (Hebrews 7:23-25)

f) He is our advocate (1 John 2:1)

5. Because of our union in the Body of Christ, every believer is a priest (1 Peter 2:9).  We have direct access to God the Father (Matthew 27:51, Hebrews 4:16).  Therefore, our lives are to be a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1) of praise (Hebrews 13:15), giving (Hebrews 13:16) and obedience (Hebrews 13:17).

JESUS THE KING

1. At the second advent Jesus Christ will come as King, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. (1 Timothy 6:15)

a) His Kingdom - On earth (Jeremiah 23:5, Revelation 19:11-16). His kingdom is called the kingdom of heaven, because of its heavenly character, but it is clearly on earth.

b) His Capital - Jerusalem (Psalm 2:6)

c) Its Extent - The whole world. (Psalm 72:6-11, Isaiah 2:2-3, Daniel 7:13-14, Zechariah 8:20-23)

d) When - He will regather believing Israel after the Great Tribulation and will reign on earth for 1,000 years. (Revelation 19:11-16, Zechariah 14:1-4,9. Revelation 20:4-6)

2. Characteristics of the Kingdom:

a) Universal Peace (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:2-3)

b) Universal Prosperity (Micah 4:4-7)

c) Righteous and Just rule (Psalm 72:2-7, Isaiah 11:9)

d) Worldwide in extent (Psalm 72:6-8)

e) Glorious (Psalm 72:17-19)

f) Everlasting (Daniel 7:13-14, Luke 1:32-33, Revelation 11:15)

g) Uplifting of the under privileged (Psalm 72:2-4,12-14)

3. Christ's rule on earth will terminate with the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). He delivers the kingdom to the Father, (1 Corinthians 15:24) thus commencing the eternal rule of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:28)

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

This is the hope of the church from the day it was announced at his ascension - Acts 1:10,11, and recalled at every communion service, where the believers took the cup with the words, "until he comes" - 1 Corinthians 11:26.  This was the focus and confidence (hope) of the early church, the Lord is risen and he is coming again.    

The great truth of the Lord's coming and all it will mean for mankind and the earth brings Paul to the point of praise filled worship towards the Lord, and he "sings" a doxology to the glory of God – 1Timothy 6:13-16.

The Lord is referred to as the:

1. “Blessed and only potentate”. The Lord is perfectly happy/blessed as he is in control of the universe and his plan is working out. He is the real ruler of the world and this will one day be seen by all.

2. “King of kings”, emphasises that he is ruler over all men who have ever ruled the earth as kings.

3. “Lord of lords”, indicates his victory over the angels, so that he is recognised by all as supreme ruler.   Every knee will bow to him. Isaiah 45:23,  Romans 14:11,  Philippians 2:10.

4. “Who only has immortality”. He alone has by nature and deed true immortality, in that as God he has always been in existence and as man he has defeated sin and death through the cross and resurrection, and it is in his power and because of his position that we have everlasting life (we had a beginning but we will like him, have no end).

5. “Dwelling in the light”. Light was the clothing of Adam and Eve before the fall and is the clothing of the resurrected Lord. He lives in the purity and radiance of unapproachable light. This made the elders of John's vision in Revelation sink to their knees and sing praises. Revelation 4:3-11. 

We do not have the right "vision" of the Lord today in many churches; we see him only as he was on earth, not as he is in heaven now. The phrase of Paul directs Timothy to look up and get a clear view of the Lord as he is in glory and so worship and serve him more appropriately.

6. “Who no man has seen or can see”. This is a confusing passage for the Lord has been seen in his resurrection body and visions of his glory have been given to John and Paul at least. 

What does Paul mean? He means that we see only the Lord in resurrection body since the cross, but not in his full glory as God, for that would completely and literally "blow us away". 

Even John who was granted such a great series of visions that he recorded for us in Revelation, says, "no man has seen God at any time",  1 John 4:12, John 6:46. Maybe we will see him fully as he is, in heaven when we have our resurrection bodies. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

7. “To him belong all honour and power everlasting”. The only one fully deserving honour or reverence is the Lord and he is the only one with true power that lasts forever.

Paul ends this doxology with the "amen", or "so be it". It is the way of saying, "I believe it, it is so", and we must all say amen to the above points, or we will continue worshiping an inadequate view of the Lord.

Do we serve the Lord with an accurate picture in our minds of how he is today? It is easy to be slack when we think of him only as the one who walked the lanes of Israel, but consider the visions of John and bow down before him as he sits or stands in radiant light the all powerful King of kings and Lord of lords, the true ruler of the universe in his full power.

The Lord's coming for the church, terminates the church age and opens the door to the Great Tribulation and then for his final victory over sin and death and the establishment of his kingdom. 

ISRAEL

1. Israel has a future which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

1. Note:  Some of the events in the Tribulation may occur in a slightly different sequence.

2. CHURCH AGE

a) Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b) Judgment Seat of Christ (believers only - purpose is rewards) (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

3. TRIBULATION (first 3 1/2 years)

a) Revival of Roman Empire, Ten Nation Confederacy (Daniel 7:7, 24, Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 12, 13).

b) Rise of Middle East Dictator (Daniel 7:8, Revelation 13:1-8).

c) Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem

d) Seven seals judgments (Revelation 6:1ff) and seven trumpets judgments (Revelation 8:7ff).

e) Two witnesses preach from Jerusalem until killed. 

f) Peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

g) World church established (Revelation 17:1-15).

h) Russia attacks Israel about four years before the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 38, 39).

4. GREAT TRIBULATION (second 3 1/2 years)

a) Peace treaty with Israel broken

b) Antichrist sets up Abomination of Desolation and demands worship (Matthew 24:15,21).

c) World government, world economic system, world religion begins (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 13:5-8, 17:16, 17).

d) Seven bowl judgments (Revelation 16:2ff).

e) Martyrdom of many Tribulation Saints and Jews (Revelation 7:9-17, 13:15).

f) Catastrophic divine judgments poured out on the earth (Revelation 6:17).

g) World war breaks out in Middle East; battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:40-45, Revelation 9:13-21, 16:12-16).

5. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

a) Second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:27-31, Revelation 19:11).

b) Tribulation surviving believers proceed into the Millennium (Matthew 3:12).

c) Unbelievers cast off the earth (Ezekiel 20:33-38, Matthew 3,12, 25:31-46, Jude 14, 15, Revelation 19:15-21, 20:1-4).

d) Satan bound (Revelation 20:1-3).

e) Resurrection of Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs (Revelation 20:4).

6. MILLENNIUM

a) Millennial kingdom begins (Revelation 20:5, 6).

b) Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years in perfect environment and peace (Revelation 20:4-6).

c) Satan released at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

d) Rebellion of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10).

e) Resurrection of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:5a).

f) Great White Throne Judgment (unbelievers only - purpose is judgment) (Revelation 20:11-15).

7. ETERNITY

a) New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (Revelation 21, 22).

b) Believers blessed forever with Christ (Revelation 21 - 22:5).

c) Unbelievers punished forever with Satan (Matthew 25:41).

OFFERINGS:  LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENT CHRIST

1. The Levitical offerings and sacrifices were a picture of the work of Jesus Christ.  (Hebrews 10:1)

2. There are five offerings in Leviticus 1-6

a) Burnt animal offerings Chapter 1 The work of Christ.

b) Cereal offerings Chapter 2 The person of Christ.

c) Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

d) Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

e) Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

3. Burnt animal offerings (Leviticus 1)

An innocent perfect animal was killed for the sins of the offerer. A representation of Jesus dying for our sins on the cross.

a) Bullock v2-9  Offered by the rich person.

Bullock is a male without blemish = Jesus Christ as a perfect person.

Offering is on the brazen altar = The death on the cross.

Offered voluntarily = Faith in Christ is on the basis of free will.

Sinner, (offerer) puts his hand on animal's head for an atonement. = Sins laid on Christ on the cross. Christ died for the sins of humanity . (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Killing of the bullock = The death of Christ 

Blood covering the altar = Total cleansing from sin.

Flaying of animal to check that there were no inner blemishes = Jesus was perfect and free from sin both outwardly and inwardly.

Wood burnt = Human good removed. (1 Corinthians 3:12, 15)

The head is burnt = The perfect mentality of Christ 

The fat is burnt = The outward perfection of Christ.

The gut washed with water from the brazen laver. = Cleansing from sin. (1 John 1:9)

The legs washed. = Cleansing from sin allows for service.

Bullock is burnt. = The solution to the sin problem at salvation and during the Christian life has been accomplished at the cross.

b) Sheep v10-13  Offered by the middle class.

c) Birds v14-17  Offered by the poor.

4. The Cereal Offerings (Leviticus 2)

a) The Gift Offering = the gift of Jesus Christ.

Fine flour = Perfection of Christ

Oil = Holy Spirit

Frankincense = Satisfaction to God the Father

Salt = Preservation

Leaven (not included) = Sin

Honey (not included) = Human Good.

Take a handful of the mixture = Appropriating salvation personally by faith.

Burnt on the altar = Judgment of Christ on the cross.

Oil = Jesus filled with the Holy Spirit.

The priest eats the remainder. = the priest is sustained by the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit.

b) The Oven Offering 

Unleavened bread = Christ had no sin.

Baked offering hidden from man's view = Godward side of the Cross. Golgotha shrouded in darkness during the period of judgment of the sins.

Fire = Justice of God

Offering = Perfect humanity of Christ

Oven = Cross

Oil = empowerment of Christ.

Frankincense = God is propitiated or satisfied.

c) The Flat plate Offering

Fine flour with oil = Perfection of Christ

Unleavened = No sin or sin nature

No frankincense = No propitiation until God judged the sins of the world.

Part into pieces = Crumbled - something completely destroyed - Christ's body broken for us. Crushed with our sin. (Isaiah 53)

Oil poured onto crumbs = Oil of appointment - Messiah or given one. God the Father appointed God the Son to go to the cross cf. dove at baptism.

d) The Frying Pan Offering

Partly closed, partly open - Unseen = Godward , propitiation.  Seen = manward, reconciliation.

The offerer gives offering to priest who takes it to the altar, takes part as a remembrance (memorial) for (judgment) = compare with Lord's Table remembrance

rest eaten by the priests - how we appropriate Christ - faith.

e) Rules of Cereal Offerings

Prohibited leaven = sin or evil

Honey = Human good or human sweetness

Garnished with salt = a contract between God and man.

f) Cereal offerings were made at the 

Passover (with burning = judgment = cross)

First fruits (without burning = resurrection)

Day of Atonement (with burning = judgment = cross)

g) The Memorial Offering

Green corn = Christ in resurrection

Dried = Roasted by fire, Judgment

Beaten = Bruised or crushed

Full ears = Perfection of Christ

Put oil on = Messiahship appointment.

Frankincense = Propitiation, satisfaction.

Burnt = = Reference to the cross

Memorial = Lord's Table of the Old Testament.

5. Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

Similar to the burnt offering, with both male and female animals sacrificed.

6. Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (and cleanse us from all -unknown sins - unrighteousness)

7. Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (forgive our - known/confessed - sins)

HOLY SPIRIT:  SYMBOLS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

There are a number of symbols for the Holy Spirit in the Bible.

1. Dove. (Matthew 3:16)

2. Oil. (Exodus 35:28)

3. Water. (John 7:38-39)

4. Wind. (Acts 2:2)

5. Fire. (Acts 2:3)

6. Seal. (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

7. Pledge. (Ephesians 1:14)

GENESIS 35:16-29

“16  And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour. 17  And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also. 18  And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin. 19  And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem. 20  And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day. 21  And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar. 22  And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: 23  The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun: 24  The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin: 25  And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali: 26  And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid: Gad, and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padanaram. 27  And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned. 28  And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years. 29  And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.”
REFLECTION

Verses 16 – 17.  

The family travels onwards towards the south heading for Isaac’s camp at Hebron and they come to the vicinity of what is now known as Bethlehem, but then as Ephrath. They do not even reach the township but on the roadside on the way she begins to experience labour and the entire caravan stops to await the birth. Rachel goes into labour quickly and her labour is a “hard” or complicated one. It may be that it was a breech birth or some other complication that made the midwife fear for her life, but also want to encourage her in the process too. Rachel after a long labour is dying from the effort, but the midwife tells her that she has given birth to another son. 

Verses 18 – 19.  

As she died, and Moses makes it clear that she knew she was dying, she names the boy, “Son of my sorrow”. Her sorrow was naturally first in her death, without being able to be the mother to him she had hoped to be, but maybe also it is a recognition on her part that she has been judged by the Lord for her part in the religious apostasy that has gripped the family for the last twenty years. Does Rachel die the “Sin Unto Death” here? We simply do not know for sure, but Moses gives every indication that there is both the sadness of the loss of her being a mother, and the recognition that her death is a judgment. 

She is not taken the few miles down the road to be buried with Abraham in Hebron, and where Leah will be buried, Genesis 49:31, but will be buried here on the roadside outside what will be come the town of Bethlehem. Her son’s people, the Benjamites, will inherit this area and go on to such great apostasy and evil that the other eleven tribes will attempt to exterminate them! Judges 19-20. 

The life of Rachel is a life of tragedy and warning, for she worshipped God and yet also added in other gods as her good luck charms. Genesis 31:32-35. She trusted in superstition rather than resting in faith in the God of Abraham, and so she dies in a way that raises questions about her walk with the Lord, but she does not die lost to God, but as a child of God, just not the one she could have been. The story of the importance of Bethlehem however has a very happy ending for it is here that the Lord Jesus Christ is to be born, and this new birth will be without complications and bring life to all. Micah 5:2-4, Matthew 2:1-18. Refer to the BTB study SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH.

Verses 20 – 21.  

It was normal custom to bury quickly in the ancient Middle Eastern world, and so weeping and mourning would be for the day of the death, all the night following and the relatives would bury the following day. The exception to this was the Egyptian practise of embalming which meant several months delay could occur between death and burial for those who used the embalming techniques. 

For the Israelites however, burial was quick, but prayers and mourning would continue for another six days and on the seventh special prayers would end the formal mourning time and people would return to their normal routines in the fields and city. This speedy burial routine was for hygiene reasons as to keep a body above ground more than twenty four hours was a dangerous thing for the health of all the others in the community. It was possible to bury with some delay in colder months but mostly very little delay was the norm. 

If a person got ill and the family thought they could die, all those who they wished to be there for a funeral were alerted and gathered quickly, for once the death had occurred there was little delay in burial. An example of this is the sickness of Lazarus, and the urgency of his sisters telling the Lord to hurry to his bed side. John 11:1ff. 

Why was Rachel not taken down the road to Hebron? It may be that Jacob may not have had the right to bury there, as only Isaac may have been able to nominate who was buried there. It may be that the blood shed from her birthing process was such that decay was very fast in the heat, and delay was not possible. Her tomb becomes the focus of her descendents and many gathered there in years to come to pray for children, and it became a place of pilgrimage for Israelite women seeking motherhood. 

The pillar set above the grave was both a marker for later visits, but also a reminder of God’s grace, mercy and love; that he did not forget Rachel and would visit her there in resurrection body at a later time. We mark graves today, in the Christian tradition, not to remind ourselves of the person’s identity, but to mark where they are buried that we might find their place of burial, but also to record our faith that it is there that they will be raised in resurrection body like the Lord. Refer to the BTB study of RESURRECTION. 

Moses makes the editorial comment that the pillar is still standing as the Exodus generation heads into the land. It may be that the spies reported this back to Moses, as they did other details of the land after their journey through it. Numbers 13:1ff. It was a well known marker in the days of Samuel several hundred years later. 1 Samuel 10:2. The next marker is that which marks the spot for the next camp made by Israel by the flock watch tower beyond Bethlehem. 

Verses 22 – 23. 

While Israel was camped to the south of Bethlehem a terrible thing occurred in his household. His oldest son Reuben takes advantage of his father’s distraction after the death of Rachel to enter into the tent of Bilhah and seduces her (or perhaps she has seduced him – Moses leaves us knowing that both are keen on each other) and has sex with her. 

Now Reuben may be close to thirty years of age and Bilhah at least forty, so neither have any excuse for this behaviour. The sexual activity of the father has made his son believe that anything goes. Even the family religious revival earlier has not been associated with a revival in morality. Israel hears of his son’s actions and once again does nothing at this time, although he will later lose his birth right because of his moral instability. Genesis 49:3-4.

Verses 24 – 26. 

From verses 23 through 26 we have a list again of the twelve sons of Jacob. In verse twenty three Moses reminds us that Reuben is the firstborn, but this is simply to underline that his actions with Bilhah prove him unworthy of the leadership and he will lose it to the second youngest son, to Joseph. The leadership of this generation, at this time, will fall to Joseph, who will exercise it, in accordance with his two dreams (Genesis 37:5, 9), as their protector and deliverer. When old Israel gives his final blessing, the permanent leadership will be given to Judah, although he will be a leader in evil for a good while to come. Genesis 37:26. 

All the sons are mentioned as having been born to Jacob in Padan Aram, although the last has been born just up the road outside Bethlehem. Moses has identified that all are born while away from the start point of his journey thirty years before, which was Hebron. He is now back home as the inheritor of his father’s goods and position and will live within his father’s camp until he is taken down to Egypt to be with Joseph.

Verses 27 – 29.  

Jacob arrives home into Hebron as a permanent settler here, rather than an occasional visitor. Isaac was nearly blind when Jacob left Hebron all those years before, and the death of Deborah reminds us that he has visited his father’s camp since his return, but has not stayed there. This return is to take up residence and may be related to his father’s deteriorating health.  Moses ends this section with the account of Isaac’s death at age 180, although as you will see from the calculations below, that death is at least 12 years away from Jacob’s return to Hebron. Esau is alerted to the nearness of the death when the time comes and is there for the end and the burial. To be clear on the dates and ages of people let us get some facts down:

1. Joseph was 17 when he was sold into slavery. Genesis 37:2.

2. Joseph was 30 when introduced to Pharaoh. Genesis 41:46.

3. Joseph is 39 when Jacob enters Egypt. Genesis 45:6.

4. Jacob was then 130 years old. Genesis 47:9.

5. So Joseph was born when Jacob was 91.

6. Joseph’s birth occurs in the 14th year in Haran, so Jacob fled to Haran in his 77th year.

7. Jacob was 77 when he fled from Esau to Haran. 

8. Isaac at that time was 137 years old.

9. Isaac was 60 when Jacob was born. Genesis 25:26.

10. Jacob returns home at age 108, with Isaac at age 168 at that time. 


If these calculations are correct, and they were first done by Martin Luther, and are backed by Keil and Delitzsch in their commentary, then Isaac is still alive when Joseph is lost. He is with Jacob and they share the grief of the loss of Joseph together. Joseph’s promotion in Egypt occurs thirteen years after his slavery begins. Genesis 41:46. It is around this time that in Canaan Isaac dies. Moses places the report of the death of Isaac here, at this point in chapter 35, in the text to simply round off the life of Jacob and Isaac and move to the next major section which centres around Joseph. Moses has however given us enough figures to do the above calculations and fill in the gaps in the narrative.  

Isaac’s major part in the great drama of redemption is nearly over when Jacob returns, and it appears that he is now simply an old man being cared for by his relatives until his death. This may not be the full story however, for the supposed death of Joseph would have had such a catastrophic effect upon the family that I could not imagine Isaac not comforting his son and being in prayer for him and Joseph. They are both very old men by this stage and the physical action is being played out by others now, but the Plan of God is still working out and both men are alive. While we live there is a part to play in the plan and so these men will have been active spiritually until the end just as we are meant to be.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Death comes in God’s time for us all. The Lord’s plan is final and we enter his presence at the right moment for the plan to be complete for us. “To the Lord belong the issues of death”. Psalms 68:20. “Precious in the sight of God is the death of his saints”. Psalms 116:15.

2.
Rachel’s death leaves unanswered questions. She had been an active compromiser of her faith by the use of idols and may have died under discipline; she certainly dies young. Rachel is not the person she could have been, and the challenge to us all, is that we live in such a way that this cannot be said of ourselves.

3.
Old Age is not meant to be the end of our service. While we live we are to seek the Lord’s service in any opportunities that come up. Life is not over until we see the Lord face to face. Until then we are urged to serve and work for the Lord’s glory. Let us keep on our pathway to service.

DOCTRINES

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

RESURRECTION

1. The resurrection of Christ is central to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

a) Had there been no resurrection then we would all still be in our sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17).

b) Resurrection indicates completion of justification. (Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:2 1)

c) Resurrection is a guarantee of ultimate sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

d) The resurrection is the Father's seal on Christ's completed work, and the public declaration of its acceptance. 

e) Without the resurrection it is impossible for Christ to be glorified. The humanity of Christ is glorified higher than the angels. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

2. Historical proof of the resurrection:

a) The empty tomb. (Matthew 28)

b) Many of witnesses died rather than change their testimony.

c) Subsequent changes and confidence of the disciples after the resurrection.

d) The day of Pentecost. The reality of the resurrection was so well known that when Peter preached the first two sermons in Jerusalem over 8000 people were saved.  (Acts 2:41, Acts 4:3-4)

e) The observance of the first day of the week as the worship day. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Revelation 1:10)

f) The historic existence of the church. The church worships a literal risen Saviour, and not merely the memory of a dead martyr . (Romans 5:12,14,17, 6:3-9, 8:2, 1 Corinthians 15:26,54-55, Hebrews 2:14)

3. Baptism is a sign of the new resurrection life. (Romans 6:3-11, Colossians 2:12).

4. The Lord's Supper is a reminder of the expected return of the risen Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

5. Order of the resurrections:-

a) The first for believers only including Jesus Christ which is divided into four parts.

i) The resurrection of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:23, Romans 1:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Peter 1:3)

ii) The Rapture of the church (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

iii) The Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs at the end of the Tribulation. (Daniel 12:13, Isaiah 26-19-20, Revelation 20:4)

iv) The Millennial saints and those who survive the Tribulation to enter the Millennium in their physical bodies.

b) The second resurrection occurs at the end of the Millennium and is for unbelievers only. They are judged and cast into the lake of fire forever. (1 John 5:28, 29, Revelation 20:12-15, 2 Peter 3:7, Matthew 25:41)

c) Jesus, who must be the first eternally resurrected human., was not raised until three days after the crucifixion.

d) People in the Old Testament who were "raised from the dead" were merely resuscitated, and later died.

e) Matthew 27:52-53 is a transfer scene not a resurrection scene. The transfer is one of saints from paradise to the third heaven (Ephesians 4:8). Some were given resuscitated bodies to witness to the Jews.

6. The sequence of events at the Lord's resurrection is as follows:-

a) Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James and Joses head towards the tomb followed by other women carrying embalming spices.

b) The three find the stone rolled away. Mary Magdalene goes back to tell the disciples. (Luke 23:55-24:9, John 20:1-2)

c) Mary the mother of James and Joses draws near to the tomb and sees the angel. (Matthew 28:2)

d) She goes back to the women carrying the spices.

e) Peter and John who have been advised by Mary Magdalene arrive, look inside the empty tomb and go away.(John 20:3-10)

f) Mary Magdalene returns weeping, sees two angels and then Jesus.(John 20:11-18)

g) As instructed by the Lord she goes to tell the disciples.

h) Mary the mother of James and Joses meets the women with the spices and returning with them they see the two angels. (Luke 24:4-5, Mark 16:5)

i) They also receive advice from the angels and, going to seek the disciples, are met by Jesus. (Matthew 28:8-10)

NOTES
CHAPTER 36

THE GENERATIONS OF EDOM (ESAU)

GENESIS 36: 1-43

1  Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom.  2  Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 3  And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 4  And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare Reuel; 5  And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in the land of Canaan. 6  And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his brother Jacob. 7  For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and the land wherein they were strangers could not bear them because of their cattle. 8  Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom. 9  And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in mount Seir: 10  These are the names of Esau's sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau. 11  And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz. 12  And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau's wife. 13  And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife. 14  And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah. 15  These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz, 16  Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the sons of Adah. 17  And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the dukes that came of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife. 18  And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were the dukes that came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife. 19  These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are their dukes. 20  These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, 21  And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom. 22  And the children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna. 23  And the children of Shobal were these; Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24  And these are the children of Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father. 25  And the children of Anah were these; Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26  And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. 27  The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Akan. 28  The children of Dishan are these; Uz, and Aran. 29  These are the dukes that came of the Horites; duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, 30  Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes in the land of Seir. 31  And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the children of Israel. 32  And Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 33  And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead. 34  And Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani reigned in his stead. 35  And Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Avith. 36  And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead. 37  And Samlah died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead. 38  And Saul died, and Baalhanan the son of Achbor reigned in his stead. 39  And Baalhanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Pau; and his wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 40  And these are the names of the dukes that came of Esau, according to their families, after their places, by their names; duke Timnah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth, :41  Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, 42  Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 43  Duke Magdiel, duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, according to their habitations in the land of their possession: he is Esau the father of the Edomites.”

REFLECTION

Esau is 120 years of age when Isaac dies, the same as Jacob. They have both had many sons and daughters, so most of the details here are probably given to Jacob for the records at this time, but there are references in the text that may come from later periods. We will see the evidence emerge as to the source of this list as we go through it. It may be that Moses himself has information obtained while he was an official in the Egyptian army and diplomatic corps. Acts 7:20-25. 

He is forty when he will flee from Egypt but had been educated as a Pharaoh and was able to access all their records about the peoples of the north, who were the threat to Egypt’s borders. The Egyptian mines were in the lands controlled, or at least used by, the Edomites and Midianites. Moses lives for forty years amongst the Midianites and would have met the descendents of these Edomite princes he mentions here. Exodus 2:16ff. 

Wide spread finds of Egyptian artefacts by archaeologists in this area, from this time period, and many references in Egyptian records to the places in the area covered by the sons of Esau, makes it clear that the two peoples knew each other well. This chapter makes a natural break between the story of Jacob and Isaac and that of Joseph, which has Egypt as it’s centre, rather than Canaan. Moses, as a prince of Egypt, uses this record of the desert chiefs of the land of Edom, to the south of Canaan, to divide the record and remind us that the blessing of Esau was very real. Genesis 25:23. Esau’s descendents had become a great people by the time of the Exodus and subsequently. 

It may also be that this chapter has been added to by Jeremiah or Ezekiel, or the editor Ezra when he puts the Old Testament into it’s nearly final form after the exiles return to Jerusalem one thousand years after Moses, although I believe the real evidence for anything major here is negligible. Note the parallel list in 1 Chronicles 1:35-54. All the people of Edom in Moses day traced their ancestry back to the men who are named in this chapter, and so, while to us it is a sequence of difficult names, it is vital information for Jacob, who traded with these men, and for the Exodus generation who met their descendents and could place them in relationship to either Hittite princes, or Jacob’s brother Esau.

Verses 1 – 3.  

Notice that the name of one of the three wives and one of their fathers differs from the earlier list in Genesis 26:34, 28:9. This is a reminder of a custom amongst the Arabs even today, to rename a person in accordance with an event or significant action they have taken, or on marriage, so that the latter “nickname” or new name, becomes the name by which they are known later. 

Esau delivers the genealogy probably at Isaac’s death, or Moses has it from Egyptian archives, and he simply records the names as they are written, without reference back to the earlier names because in his day an alteration would be understood as a commonly occurring name change. Basmath (the fragrant one) has become Adah (the ornament), indicating she has become even more beautiful and an ornament to Esau’s status through the years. Jehudith (the praise worthy) has become Aholibamah (tent high) indicating she grew very tall in the years after marrying. The daughter of Ishmael has become known as Basmath (the fragrant one).  

Verses 4 – 8.  

Adah bears Esau Eliphaz (God is strength), and Bashemath bears Reuel (friend of God). It may be that the Eliphaz of Job 2:18 and following is this man’s descendent of the same name, for the book of Job is set in the Patriarchal period, and he is called “Eliphaz the Temanite”(refer below to discussion of verse eleven). These men are named for God, so Esau has a belief that is centred in the existence of the true one God, yet remember, he is hated by God for his life and work is hypocrisy and pretence! Malachi 1:1ff. 

This may explain a lot about the advice of Eliphaz in Job, for he says apparently theologically correct things, yet God’s verdict is that he has spoken falsely. Job 42:7-9. The name Reuel is used of the priest of Midian who is Moses father in law, but as this man is alive 300 years later it is not the same man. This was clearly a common name in this day, like John today, which has the same original meaning.

The other sons are born of Aholibamah, and are Jeush ( from the word meaning “to make haste”), Jaalam, (from the word meaning, “to veil or conceal”, and meaning possibly akin to our word “occult”, or magical practises) and Korah (from the root meaning “bald” and also smooth, and ice, hail and snow). It also was a name of at least three named Israelites from later periods, with the name meaning “baldy”, indicating the baby was born totally without any downy hair. One such man will lead a great rebellion against Moses. Numbers 16:1-49, 26:9-11. 

Two of the names are obvious references to the birth process or appearance, but the third, Jaalam may be an indication of occult practises creeping into the home of Esau. It may however also be a reference to the birth process, with the baby covered by it’s birthing sack as if by a veil. These three men will establish major tribal groups and even before their deaths will be known by the title “Duke” (Alluph = later Arabic Caliph) , or “chief”. Verses 14, 18.

Moses or a later scribe may be the one making the last comment in verse eight. It appears to be a comment built upon information that may come from a later date than the days of Jacob, and comes most likely from the days of Moses, but no further information is added in. Although, this speculation about editorial comment may be unnecessary, for notice that the genealogies are incomplete here. The genealogies appear to cover a period when these people, from one family develop into a great nation, so several hundred years may be in view here, yet the first generation only is mentioned, a fact that does tie the basic list of names here to Esau rather than Moses. 

Esau certainly builds his power quickly, and likely absorbed the groups he conquered into his own tribe, as was the way with all the Arab groups through Biblical and into modern history. The men may be killed but the women and children were either, if noble in appearance, adopted as their own tribe, or if base in appearance, made slaves of the tribe. Esau becomes Edom over the next 400 years. By the time Moses leads the people into the wilderness the Edomites are a great power in the south of Canaan.

Verses 9 – 19.  

The sons of Eliphaz are given next in verses eleven. They are Teman, whose name may mean “southerner”, although it is a name of foreign origin and so it’s actual origin is lost. Omar is mentioned next in order, and his name means, “the talkative one”, and it becomes a common Arabic name with a number of the great rulers having it in Moslem times.  Zepho is a name made famous in our day by one of the Marx brothers, but then it’s meaning was, “the observant one”.  Next came Gatam, the meaning of his name is unknown, and lastly Kenaz, meaning “hunter”, which became a popular name later. Joshua 15:17, Judges 1:13. From these names no real spiritual messages or observations can be made, rather they are personal glimpses of the little babies, as they were born, or soon after their birth. They are little snap shots of family life in the desert tents of Esau. 

And from Timna who was concubine to Esau’s son Eliphaz he has another son Eliphaz Amalek. This last son was possibly the father of the Amalekites who attacked Israel as they left the Sinai. Exodus 17:8ff. They quite quickly became a people of their own separate from the other sons of Esau. Their descent from the concubine rather than the wives may be the reason they were quite different. They settled in the lands between Numbers 13:29, 14:43-45, 1 Samuel 15:3-7, 27:8. 

They were particularly violent towards the Israelites and joined in with all who hated them to ride in and plunder when ever they could. They joined with the Midianites and other Arab tribes to attack. Judges 6:3, 7:12. They joined with the Ammonites in Judges 3:13. They were defeated in battle by King Saul. 1 Samuel 14:48, 15:2ff. David fought them regularly. 1 Samuel 27:8, 30:1ff, 2 Samuel 8:12. Hezekiah exterminated the last remnant of them around 700 BC. 1 Chronicles 4:42-43.   

The sons of Reuel; Nahath, meaning “restful one”, or “quiet one”. The next is Zerah, meaning the “rising of the light”. This may mean that for his father he “lit up” the room when he entered. The next is Shammah, meaning “astonished one”, and finally Mizzah, meaning “fainting with fear”. Each of these names, like the ones above, give evidence for a passionate and loving father naming his sons after a characteristic of their early lives. Missing are the descendents of Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah, and yet there is a long section about the Horite rulers of the land at the time of Esau’s expansion. 

This detail may be the final evidence which dates this section to Jacob’s day, for there would be no reason for Moses to omit the real descendents of Esau and then record the names of foreign rulers whose people were obliterated from history by his day, and replaced by Esau’s descendents, who he doesn’t name! These Horite names would be important for Jacob to have recorded however, as his wanderings may have brought him into contact with them, and so information like this received from Esau would be helpful if he met them. On the balance of probabilities then it may be assumed that the list of names here was given to Jacob at the death of Isaac, and was complete at the time but the sons, who are not named as having descendents later had them, but too late to get on Esau’s list of his grand-children.

Verses 20 – 29.    

20. “These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, 21  And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom.”  These men are the leaders of the native dwellers of the land of Edom who Esau and his descendents dispossessed and absorbed. In the Greek language they are referred to as the Troglodutes, or cave dwellers, and this is thought to be the meaning of the word Horite also, although it may also refer to the ruling Hittites. 

The men mentioned here are the tribal princes or chiefs of their groups. Also mentioned are two of the daughters of the Horites who had leadership status amongst them and after whom two important places are named. These two women, Timna (vs22) and Aholibamah (vs 25) provide the evidence for the leadership of women in this time, where the individual woman had the personal qualities that set her apart from her society. 

It is clear that the Timna is the concubine of Esau’s son Eliphaz (verse 12), that she was from the local people, and she was a powerful woman, and used her sexual powers to exert political power, and so built a nation of desert raiders around her. Aholibamah is a wife of Esau, as we have her lineage here and in verse 2 above.

Verses 30ff. 

These verses are clearly written well after the days of Moses, as the first king of Israel was Saul around 1100 BC. Eight kings are mentioned here and I suspect they are in lineal order and may cover a time period of 400 years. If this is correct, then these names may be given by Moses, to bring the days of Esau up to his own period, and he may have got this information while he was with Midian as a shepherd. 

Each one of these kings is isolated from the others, with no son following any father. These men may be like the Judges of Israel, or it may be that kings amongst the Edomites were selected by the chiefs/dukes of the clans, as the most powerful warriors or leaders, and that hereditary kingship was not traditional amongst them, but kingship by nobility/bravery of action rather than birth. 

There are some tantalizing details, but mostly they do not help us at all in assisting us in identification of these people. One event, the battle against the Midianites in verses 35 appears to have happened well before the Exodus, as by then they are allies of the Midianites. Numbers 22. The name of Hadad in verse 35 is probably not the one who rebelled in Solomon’s day. 1 Kings 11:14. This man is mentioned in 1 Chronicles 1:50-51, and may be ruling when that book is written up, quite late in Judah’s history. This doesn’t add up though fully either. The most accepted identification of who Hadad was, is that he was the king to Moses asked to pass through his land. Numbers 20:14ff. 

We are left wondering about who all these people really are, but sadly most are unbelievers and are enemies of truth rather than friends of the people of God, and so they are simply passing losers in the drama of life. These men, great in their day, honourable and wealthy, feared by their neighbours, are reminders that unless you walk with the Lord, there is no purpose nor lasting destiny to your life, except the lake of Fire. The Lord’s words are relevant here, “What does a man gain if he gains the whole world and loses his eternal soul, for what can a man give in exchange for his soul? Matthew 16:26. Also refer to 1 John 2:15-17. It is a satanic deception to trust in honour or wealth for eternal destiny, for only spirituality from the Lord gives entry into eternity. Psalms 49:6-20, Revelation 20:11-15. He alone is the door to life. Refer to the BTB study, CHRIST – I AMs.  

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Greatness amongst men is not to be sought as a worthy goal. Only those who serve the Lord in spirit and truth are to be blessed forever and have an eternal destiny that has value. We are reminded to envy no man his wealth, power or position, for all these things fail them in the end. Only relationship with the one who is King of kings and Lord of all lords is of any lasting value. It is the service of the Lord that we are to seek, not the blessing of man.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST - I AM

The use of the “ I AM” means that the Lord was saying that He is God.  In Exodus 3:14 God reveals Himself to Moses as, I AM THAT I AM.  Using this phrase at His arrest in John 18:2-6, He caused the army group to fall backwards due to His power as God flashing forth for a millisecond, before being led away as a willing sacrifice.  We are not confronted with the Jesus of liberalism here, but with the Lord of lords, King of kings, God stepping down to speak authoritatively to mankind.  There are seven “I AM’s” in the New Testament.

1. PROVISION - I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE John 6:30-35 - The feeding of the five thousand - a  miracle involving bread.    God provided miraculous physical food in the desert for forty years - Manna. Christ is our spiritual food.  He says that he is the only source of spiritual food for you. There is life in no other. No one else can satisfy the spiritual hunger in man. He tells us He is the bread from heaven - He shows Himself as God. The bread of the Passover - unleavened, pierced and griddled; speaking of his body.

2. SPIRITUALITY - I AM THE LIGHT John 8:12 - The feast of Tabernacles (where He also told the people to have the everlasting water John 7:37-39).  When the Lord says this He is saying that He is the only source of pure light as shown in His matchless character.  He is stating that He is God. 1 John 1 says that God is light and in Him is there no darkness at all.  We are to walk in the light in fellowship with God.

3. SALVATION - I AM THE DOOR John 10:7 - The Sheepfolds of Jerusalem, Psalms 22-24.   To be the door of the sheepfold, He is the only way into the plan of God.  Anyone that tries to come any other way is a liar and a thief.  If this is not true there is no way to God.

4. GUIDANCE - I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD  John 10:11 - the good shepherd, the only one who really cares.  Many from other religions say that they really care but it is Jesus the good shepherd, the only one who really cares. All other systems drop you into hell.

5. RESURRECTION - I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE John 11:20-25 - The death of Lazarus. Christ conquers death proving He is God, the resurrection and the life, He is the way the truth and life forever. The only way to eternal life is in Christ Jesus. To reject Him is to have eternal life in the Lake of Fire

6. TRUTH/LIFE - I AM THE WAY THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE John 14: 6 - There is no other way to gain meaning in this life and eternal life than through him.   We are related to the King of kings and Lord of lords who came and died for us that we might live.  We should be obedient to our Lord who bought us with His blood. I am the way the truth and the life.  The only way to live is in the truth, the only way to have life and have it more abundantly is in Him. The only way to God is through the God man Jesus Christ.  We need to live in Him as He is the only one who has the truth.

7. PRODUCTION - I AM THE TRUE VINE John 15:1-5 - Walking from the Passover meal past the Temple towards Gethsemane, He talks about the spiritual production that is ours in union with Him. I am the true vine - the only way to spiritual productivity is in Christ Jesus through the fruit of the Spirit.  Love Joy Peace and the other fruit is only available in Christ.  You have to be in the vine to have fruit.  Many unbelievers want joy and peace but they cannot have it without Christ.
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