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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time.  His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases.  He was teaching Law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure.  When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review.  The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ.  Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ.  I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate.  I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God.  Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour.  I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”.

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?
Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin.  God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character.  This is called grace.  It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated.  Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts.  First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.
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INTRODUCTION

THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM 
Abraham was from Ur of the Chaldees in the Mesopotamian valley in what is now known as Iraq and Kuwait. He was born about 2100 years before Christ and is therefore as far before the First Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ as we are after it. Whilst those in Western Europe were very primitive peoples, living in unsanitary conditions at this time, those in Ur were advanced with upper class homes having hot and cold running water. He therefore represents a very great and advanced ancient civilisation. He was a leader in his generation and could have prospered and remained rich and powerful within his own City State. 

Ur at the time of Abraham’s birth and early life was a centre of prosperity and culture, and had relative peace to undertake commerce and retain the gains made, without losing them to the next invader. There was no financial benefit, nor any political or social incentive to leave his home, especially to leave it for Canaan. He was leaving culture and moving to, what we would call, a third world area. 

Although the cities of Canaan were significant at this time, they were small by Chaldean standards, and were heavily fortified, for the times were dangerous in Canaan, and the bands of tribes from the Arabian Peninsula would occasionally sweep in to loot and pillage. It was not the sort of place a good trader went to make wealth, for there was plenty to be made in the more cultured City States around his homeland.

CLIMATE, POLITICS, AND RELIGION AT THIS TIME IN UR

Significant excavations have been completed in this area over the last 150 years. A great deal has been learned about the life and times of Ur and it’s neighbours in the second and third millennium BC.  Abraham lived around the period 2100-1900 BC. It was a time of great prosperity and power for Ur as a city, which may have been the most prosperous of the cities of the Fertile Crescent (modern Iraq, Syria) in that day. The archaeological remains are still extensive, with two to three storied brick houses with internal courtyards the norm. In Abraham’s day around 34,000 people may have lived in the city, with up to a quarter of a million people in the surrounding suburban area. It was a large city by ancient world standards.  

As a city it was dominated by it’s religious structure, a giant stone pyramid, called a Ziggurat. This particular one was built by King Ur-Nammu around 2113-2096 BC, possibly just before the beginning of Abraham’s life. Ur was being ruled by it’s third dynasty and was at the peak of it’s power and influence.

He is born into a city that had stood for over a thousand years at this time. It is a city that was in a very fertile area. The climate was wetter and the sea levels lower at this time than today. The entire area that is now desert in Iraq was very fertile in this time. The present delta area had not formed as it is today at this time. 

The geography was much different to today. It is hard to get our heads around this, but at this time North Africa is also fertile, and even 2000 years after Abraham during the Roman Empire, the nations of the North African Mediterranean coast were the places where all the food for Rome came from. The Sahara is not desert at this time, but forest and pastoral land!  Ur was also the inheritor of the culture of the Sumerian civilization that had been established for over three thousand years by the time of Abram’s birth!

This was the place where writing was invented/discovered, and it was in use by the Sumerians of this area around 4000BC!  The form it took was cuneiform.  You will notice that I have underlined some words in the text. Look these words up in a Bible encyclopaedia, or on the internet using a search engine. You will discover just how much is really known about this time and these places.  You will see quickly that we are not talking about myth when we speak of Abraham in his time, for much is firmly known by excavation and discoveries made.  

Much is made by liberal critics about the “primitive” nature of these people and the illiterate status of Abram. They also speak of the “oral tradition” of the ancient peoples. This is absolute nonsense, for these people had lived in cities with plumbing for nearly two thousand years before Abram was born, and they had written records for that period! The language they used was the common one for commerce until the 1st century BC. The Sumerian language and it’s associated Akkadian language were dominant in the Middle East for over 3000 years. These people were more cultured, and had been literate and cultured for longer than Western Europe is today!

Ur remained a powerful city until the days of King Hammurabi of Babylon around 1790-1750 BC, when Babylon ruled over the area. The city rebelled against Babylon at that time and was sacked. It was rebuilt by the Babylonians, because it was a centre for pagan worship, and the ziggurat, which was the focal point of worship, repaired by Babylonian kings around 1000 BC (the days of David and Solomon, over 900 years after Abraham), and then later again by Nebuchadnezzar and his son Nabonidus (between 605-535 BC). 

Ur drops out of prominence around the 4th century BC, and after the Greek conquest of the Persian Empire by Alexander, it is left to fall into ruins. The Euphrates River changes course and the silting up on the canals changes the city’s fortunes and it is abandoned by 200BC and is covered by the seasonal wind blown sands from the Arabian deserts. 

From this brief discussion, it is clear that there is no financial reason for Abraham to leave his home city. This is the centre of culture and wealth for the entire region, and even after the Babylonian State gains pre-eminence, it remains a great religious city, the focal point of pagan worship and pilgrimage. It is this reason alone that looks to be the one that made Abraham leave a place that had been his ancestor’s home for possibly a thousand years or more. Abram leaves because of the religious nature of his home city; he rejects its paganism and seeks a pure and true relationship with the creator God, not a pagan dance with the gods of their fantasy. Specialists in the field of ancient religion tell us that there are over 3000 gods in the pantheon of the Sumerians and their descendents. Systematic lists of the gods have been found in a number of sites through this region.

The stories of the gods and how they came into being are many, but there are common themes that run through all the ancient cultures of man from man’s common origin in this region. Refer to the BTB study on BABEL – TOWER OF BABEL, RELIGION, and NATIONS – ORIGINS OF NATIONS. 

Names of some of the deities crop up in biblical history. Prominent amongst these are MARDUK, BEL, ASTARTE, ASHUR. The great literary religious masterpieces of this area, the “Epic of Gilgamesh”, and the “Enuma Elish”, had been written for hundreds of years before Abram was born. These stories, the only ones amongst many to have survived in nearly complete form, tell of tales of evil and debauchery amongst the gods and goddesses. The pagan religion was one without real absolute morality outside power and position. The rulers could do what they pleased and the people were urged by their religion to relax, bring their worship to the State gods, enjoy their place in society and change nothing. 

Tradition ruled and it suited those in power. Religion was the true opiate of the people! It bound them firmly into superstition and fear, with no hope for life eternal, but it was comfortable, and there was enough hope to hold people under it’s spell. Around this time also in the civilization of the Indus Valley, the Rigveda is written, beginning the form of religion known today as Hinduism.

The Epic of Gilgamesh ends with the hero weeping over the “dust” that is the lot of man. The second tale of Gilgamesh, titled “Gilgamesh, Enkidu and the Netherworld”, tells of a visit to the after life, and describes the after death state of mankind. The state is far from a vision of heaven, because the dead are in all sorts of states, from relaxed, to in torment, and the reasons are not moral, but rather how they died and the care taken by the priests to do the funeral rites properly! 

Religion was about the ordering of society and the keeping of the masses in their place in time and eternity. It was Babel type religion; the satanic counterfeit was the dominant form of faith in Abram’s day! It is this reason that he leaves his home and heads to a place where he can shine like light in the darkness, without the power of any satanic state putting the light out quickly. Had Abram started to worship God in Ur he would quickly have been killed by the priesthood and so all dissent may have been extinguished. He is told to leave, and head to the edge of civilization, where there is not “law and order”, because only there will he be free to worship and witness to truth without any centralized power being able to extinguish the growing flame of truth.

Ur’s temple, and ziggurat complex runs a parallel course to the faith and history of Israel. The great centre of paganism of the early world was Ur, Abraham leaves it just after it gains absolute pre-eminence, and it’s ziggurat/temple is rebuilt again at the time Solomon builds the great Temple in Jerusalem, and then rebuilt and repaired again after Nebuchadnezzar destroys the Jerusalem Temple. It may be that this city was the satanic opposite to Jerusalem in it’s day and that the Angelic Conflict at this time centred around the conflict between Jerusalem and Ur-Babylon.  Refer to the BTB study, ABRAHAM – FAITH, ANGELS-SATANIC COUNTERFEITS, RELIGION, also, CHRISTIAN LIFE – DESTINY, DISPENSATIONS-GENTILES OR FAMILY.

Abram will enter Egypt also in this period of history. With the two hundred year time frame 2100 – 1900 BC for the life span of Abram it is difficult to identify exactly the Pharaoh he met with, but an overview of Egypt at this time also is useful before we start. 

The Egyptian “Old Kingdom dynasties ruled from around 2686 – 2181 BC. The great Pharaohs of the fourth dynasty, Snefru, Khufu, and Khafre, (2613-2494 BC), built the great pyramids at Giza. They had stood for five hundred years before Abram arrives in Egypt. The rulers of Egypt through the period of Abraham’s life were the Pharaohs of the Middle Kingdom (2133-1786 BC).

Canaan get it’s name from the Akkadians, in whose language the area was called Kinahhu. This was the word for purple dye in their language and the land gets it’s name from this important commodity from the Mediterranean coastal communities. It is the time of the Middle Bronze Age in Canaan. It is a time of many City States, before the centralization of power in alternately the Egyptians, Hittites, or Mesopotamian Empires of later centuries. It was a unique time where Abraham was able to get established and the patriarchs were able to build up their strength to the time of the Exodus, ready to conquer the land of Canaan and settle and found a new state, set apart for God there.  

It was a violent time, and all the great cities of Canaan of the time had extensive walls. Megiddo of this time had walls fifteen feet thick, built of brick upon a stone base. Even though a violent place and time, its culture was similar to that of Ur with two storied houses built around courtyards. Many clay tablets using the Akkadian language have been found in Canaanite sites. Abram could move here and use the same language of his home land and be understood by all the cultured peoples. Vast quantities of tablets in the Akkadian language have been unearthed from the period around Abraham’s life from three cities, Amarna, Ebla and Ugarit. 

The Tell el-Amarna site has yielded up about 350 major cuneiform documents. They date from later than the days of Abraham, around 1400 – 1300 BC, but give good insights into the language, culture, religion and politics of that day. They are predominantly copies of letters sent to other kings and about politics of the day. As this is the time from around the Exodus and invasion of the land by Joshua, they shed good light on the times just before the conquest.

Ebla was a city of about a quarter of a million inhabitants in what is now Northern Syria, half way between Hamath and Aleppo. Over 20,000 tablets were discovered in 1964 and the years following in excavations here. They are from the palace and temple areas and record dealings of the kings of Ebla with surrounding areas, and the religious practices and belief system of the priests. The texts date from the two centuries before 2250 BC when the city was conquered and destroyed by a king of Ur, Naram Sin, who ruled Ur 2291-2255BC. 

The fires of the city’s destruction baked hard the mud brick tablets that formed the library and archive and preserved them for nearly four thousand years, until dug up fifty years ago! They give great insight into the times just before the life of Abraham and the cities of his day and their beliefs and trade patterns. These tablets provide vital extra-biblical information on the cities that existed in the Vale of Siddim, Genesis 14:1-10.  We will make specific reference to these tablets when discussing Genesis 14.

The tablets from Ugarit, also called Ras Shamra, date from the years after Abraham’s life. The city flourished on a site of about fifty acres from 1800 – 1200 BC. Tens of thousands of tablets have been uncovered from the libraries and archives, burnt and baked hard by the fire that finally destroyed the city. They provide parallel information to the Amarna letters and cover a similar time period.

I will refer to Abraham, as Abram and Abraham, at the times appropriate in the text, depending upon what part of his life I am referring to. Abram grew up in the post flood world, with the last vestiges of the major Satanic attack upon the plan of God in the form of the Tower of Babel still likely visible and real. He grew up in a world of nation states, and the Lord will call him to establish a new people to ensure that truth is maintained without dilution through until the Christ can come. He is to be light in a dark place, and keep truth alive when most of mankind is pleasantly tranquilized by satanic counterfeits. Refer to the BTB studies below, BABEL – TOWER OF BABEL, NATIONS AND RACES, NATIONS-ORIGINS OF NATIONS, NIMROD – INTERNATIONALISM.

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEMES OF GENESIS 12

Read Genesis 12:1-3. Here we are boldly introduced to Abram (as he is known here), and to the instruction that he receives that changes his life forever. God's instructions are clear and to the point. Leave your unbelieving extended family and move north and west. He is a worshipper of the one true God in the midst of people who worship many gods. He is used to religion that asks a lot but demands little from the person’s life. He was used to religion that acts as the glue of a settled society, and ensures everything stays in its right place. What he found when he sought the truth about the creator, was that to worship the true God, the creator of all, requires relationship that is dynamic, rather than religion which is formal. 

The people who followed polytheism were required to observe lots of ceremonies and pay their tithes, but their lives were unchanged by their religion, whereas Abram realizes that his very life itself is demanded as a living sacrifice by the one who made him, so Abram was to go where God told him to go, and do what God told him to do. He was called to be active in his faith, not passive; he was called to change and grow and learn, not slavishly follow tradition. Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:14-17. He wakes from the sleep of polytheism and faces the challenge to buy up every moment in the service of the one who has placed him uniquely upon the earth to serve Him. He is a man now out of step and place with his culture and society; he is a Christ captured man, and must live as he is ordered, rather than as society expects.  

This was a radical departure from his society and it’s norms. Abram does not “emerge” from his culture in a natural way, as the liberal theologians argue. There is no evolutionary process here; it is revelation based and revolutionary in its impact on Abram and his family. God steps into history and calls this man, just as he will step in 2000 years later, as he promises he will do to Abram. We stand at equal distance from the Lord as Abram was, and await his second advent. Abram’s arrival upon the scene of history is startling and out of order with his cultural and religious background. His call and his life is supernatural, not natural; he sees beyond the details of this life and lives for the next. 

After the Pharaohs of Egypt have started to lavish their times and money upon the great pyramids and later their great tombs in the Valley of the Kings, they still spend their lives enjoying all that culture could give them, and held tenaciously to religious tradition. They were religious people, but Abram becomes a man of faith, of relationship with God. Abram will establish new traditions and will move forward in understanding and relationship with God. Moses will do the same, as we will see in Exodus. They stand in a new path, the path of faith; determined to serve the Lord their God, rather than fulfil the expectations of their culture and live just as their ancestors did, in pleasant darkness. Ephesians 2:1-10, Hebrews 11:1-16.

Abram is not a Jew; at this point he is a Chaldean Semitic Gentile. To be a Jew is to be a descendent of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. There are no Israelites, or “Jews”, until the twelve sons of Jacob, but their ancestors, these three great and yet frail men, set the example of faith for us, as Hebrews in their day. In fact in history the term “Jew” isn’t used until the return of the exiles from Babylon, and denotes the remnant of the dominant tribe of Judah and the survivors of the other tribes that clung to them for their survival. Abram became a Hebrew by obeying God's Word. The scholars tell us that the word “Hebrew” means, “one who crosses the river”; the river being the Euphrates river of Mesopotamia. 

It was a word that probably indicated derision and laughter; for to these people, why would you cross the great river, when all you have is on this side. To face shame, derision, insult and misunderstanding is what it was for Abram to be a “Hebrew” and cross the river and head away from culture, power and influence, and become a wanderer upon the earth. Genesis 12:1-3, Hebrews 11:36-40, 12:1-3. We will discuss this below when we examine the first three verses of this passage in Genesis.

In these verses from Genesis and Hebrews, you have got an introduction to what it is in essence spiritually, to be a Jew. The Jews as a nation and people, were founded on being obedient to God, and stepping outside their culture of origin, with all it’s creature comforts and tranquil life style. 

Stephen grounds his defence of the “new path” of Messianic Judaism, two thousand years later, firmly in the life and work of Abraham, Joseph, and Moses. Acts 7:1ff. Stephen argues, quite rightly, that the Church is simply the next step along the path of faith, with it’s dynamic changes, ebbs and flows, that the Lord has called all his servants to through the ages.  We step out of the expected, and do the demanded! As Stephen identifies, the true followers of God are always out of step with the political and religious power blocks in their society.

Hebrew means the one who crosses the river, leaving their old life behind, with all it’s comforts and going to the place God has for them, no matter how hard and strange it is at times. God's promises are that he will build for Abram a heritage. Re-read Genesis 12:1-3.  He says, “I will” three times in these verses - I will make you a nation, - I will bless you, - I will make your name blessed. Abram had a nation and a blessed name and inheritance in his native city, but God promises him a greater place and blessing than he can have if he stays put in Ur. 

God calls each of us, just as he called Abram out of the midst of Ur, and he has a plan for us, which has been in existence since eternity past, just as it was for Abram. God has the ability to deliver on his plan, just as he did for Abram. Refer to the BTB studies, GOD – ABILITY OF GOD, CALLING, DIVINE DECREES, DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD.

The two dominant themes of the book of Genesis can be classified as faith and failure; or “on the narrow path”, and “off the path”. Abraham is not your plaster cast saint type of person; he is a real flesh and blood, success and failure type person. What made Abraham great was when he fell he did not stay down, he got up, confessed his sin, got right with God, and moved on. We are called directly to be like our father in faith – Abraham. Romans 4:1-18. 

This means that we are called to walk in the path of God, not the path of man; called to stand for the truth of God, and move out of our comfort zone in faith at times. We are to be people who “desire a country”, and that country is heaven. Hebrews 11:16, 32-40. 

We are to be ready to walk the “narrow way” of God, rather than the broad way of man’s pleasures, for our life goals are eternal life goals, not the goals of the temporary world we walk through. Matthew 7:12-14. We walk with Abraham when we walk the pilgrim path he walked. Hebrews 11:13, 1 Peter 2:11.

How did Abram fail here this first time?  The answer is given in Genesis 11:27. The answer in a word is Terah; Abram’s father. Abram's father's name means “delay”. He was a delaying factor in Abram's life right up until his death in the city of Haran, in the north of the Mesopotamian valley. 

As we will see as we advance in this study, the names of the people and places have significance. Abram meant “father of high and windy places”, or “exalted one”, whilst his brother Nahor meant “sleepy”, whilst Haran means “a dried up place”. Abraham's wife’s name, Sarai, means “nag”, or “contentious one”. She was apparently very attractive but contentious. Eventually she became Sarah or “princess”. Each of these names will be woven into the points Moses draws out as he tells the story passed to him on the clay tablets he received when the people left Egypt.  In the ancient world names were given to babies after dominant characteristics emerged, or prophetic words were received, so they are not ‘Mythic memories” reworked by Moses, but actual names recorded on the clay tablets passed to him.
ABRAHAM – A MAN OF WRITTEN CULTURE AND RADICAL DECISIONS

The family of Abraham was his biggest problem until he was almost 100 years old with Sarai being a problem to him until they were in their early nineties. The problems they were having were a mirror of what was happening in their spiritual lives. They had problems until eventually Sarai bowed before the Lord and before her husband and called him lord as referred to in 1 Peter 3:5-7. As a result she was no longer physically barren, and spiritually she started maturing. The physical mirrored the spiritual, and often still does in our own lives. This is Moses’ point as he writes up their story, from the material passed to him on the clay tablets he had received. Remember the story of the people of the line of Abram was on different tablets and Moses gets a pile of these, and from them writes up the books of the Pentateuch during the years of the Exodus. He works, much as Churchill did as English Prime Minister, writing the “History of the English Speaking Peoples” as he battled for their survival. 

Genesis is divided into a series of “books”, or tablets. Genesis 2:4, 5:1, 6:9, 10:1, 11:10, 11:27, 25:12, 36:1, 37:2. Each of these sections comprise separate sets of tablets handed down to Moses. These were likely the clay tablets, upon which was the cuneiform writing of the day in the Akkadian language that was the lingua-franca, or common business language of the day, and has been discovered in clay tablets from throughout the Middle East from this time. 

Clay tablets with family information upon would be handed down from generation to generation as a record of family history, title to land, and lists of properties owned at different times. All these sorts of details are found in the clay tablets found in excavations and all crop up in the Genesis account. The story of Abraham draws on numerous tablets, and this may explain it’s easy division into sections or stories as we go through, for each story/episode of the life of Abram and his family were recorded on separate tablets. 

This is not myth we are handling here, but history written up from written records by Moses, who acts as the divinely inspired editor. Some of the liberal theologians, who hate the historical nature of scripture, attack the truth of the Genesis account with the argument that these people were pastoralists by lifestyle and as such were, oral in tradition, rather than valuing the written word. This is to ignore the story’s specifically recorded details, and has been addressed above. Refer to the BTB BIBLE – INSPIRATION, PENTETEUCH, and also GENESIS AND REVELATION, GENESIS 1:1 . 

If the tradition of Abram was a primarily oral tradition, it would be expected that oral memory feats would be recorded and encouraged, yet they are not! Oral tradition was secondary to writing throughout the biblical period; the opposite argument comes from liberal theology, and began in the late 18th century of our era, and it’s purpose was and remains, to break down scriptural authority and reliability. It is based on false hypotheses and lack of archeological data.   We now have this information, and the recent clay tablet discoveries blow away the German Liberals and establish Abram as a solidly historical figure, with this section of genesis well grounded in real history. 
This man Abram was a city dweller, and his family had been for 2000 years before his birth!  Moses was a city man also, and a man educated to PhD level in all the education of the Egyptians, and it is he who ties the tablets together. The civilizations of the Middle East are places where written records were crucial in all dealings, and so written accounts of past history and present ownership of things was the norm for Abram. 

This continues in Israel’s history, and when they enter Egypt 400 years later they enter another literate culture where lack of written records and written skills would not have given the family of Jacob any standing at all. Thick, illiterate pastoralists from the hill country were despised in all the great civilizations of the ancient world!  It was culture that the Egyptian’s valued, not herds! 

This man Abram, and his descendents remained people of culture and writing through the centuries. Beware of accounts of Abram that refer to him constantly as a “sheik of the desert”, for they show they are in the realm of fairy tale, not scripture. This was a cultured city man, who chose to live in tents, in the fertile hill country of Canaan, in obedience to God’s Word, but who was a man of literature and culture, a man speaking a number of languages, and likely able to read and write in them all.  He likely has his own library from the family archives bought from Ur with him. 
By application to us today, Abraham sets the example of maturity, and revolutionary decision making, in the context of a deep literary cultural heritage. We are to model ourselves on this man, cultured and educated, wherever we find ourselves living. He set God’s work and radical obedience to it ahead of all other things, yet took advantage of all that the world had to offer him to achieve the eternal goals God has given. 

Just so, as we grow spiritually our capacity for life grows within us, and our mastery of the technology and culture of our own age will develop also. The best personal investment you can make for your happiness is to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. This will not only help you in eternity with eternal rewards but your life here will be one of tremendous blessing and stable witness to the lost. You will have peace and prosperity in your soul that will make your friends envy you. It will enable you to witness to them as to how you are different and point them to Christ, just as we will see Abraham was able to do in his age. He was an ambassador by the way he lived to all he met. Refer to the BTB CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP.

GOD’S GUIDANCE

Abram was ordered by God to leave his own town but he did not comply with those instructions completely because he took his father along as shown in Genesis 11:31-32.  This was culturally “normal” but spiritually it was a disaster, for the carnal members of the family delay the spiritual application in Abram’s life.

In Genesis 12:1 Abraham had been told to go to a place that God would show him. In verse 7 we see that God commends Abram when he arrives in the land to which he was directed all those years before. However his father came along as far as Haran, the great trade terminus of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. A read through of Genesis 11:27-32 records that Terah took Abram to the north, and lived in Haran, yet other passages make it clear Abram was called “from Ur”. How do we reconcile these apparent contradictions? 

The senior member of the family is in charge as far as the ancients were concerned. The explanation is apparently that Abram explained his vision and instruction from the Lord to his father and the extended family, and father agrees to go half way, leads the family that far, and then stays there. Haran was at the half way point on the road to Canaan, and it was a place where the power and culture of Ur was dominant, and would be for another two hundred years. 

These merchants could make serious money here and they did, but spiritually it was a barren place. It was a place of compromise, but a place of prosperity. We must be careful in our own lives, because financial prosperity is not necessarily the sign that we are where God wants us to be!

It was here that they should have got their camel train through Syria and into Canaan. Abram however stayed in Haran until Terah died. Many believers get very entangled with their own family and do the “right thing” by family expectations and fail to follow through fully for God. This means that their obedience to the Lord is compromised. This may or may not be the case with Abram, but he certainly prospered here, and maybe he reasoned that this “set him up” for the move into Canaan. Haran was certainly a spiritually dried up place for Abraham. He was a very good businessman and he grew rich materially but spiritually he was impoverished by his stay here. 

The Lord had to end Terah's life so that Abraham could move on. Each of us, if called to great things by God (and all work that is “ours” is the great work of our life!), will have delay/distraction factors that need to be addressed. Refer to the BTB study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – SEPARATION, FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT, GOD-DIVINE GUIDANCE .

From experience two things can happen to believers who do not proceed. One is that they are put on the shelf, and the blessings that would have been involved in their obedience, go to others. The other is, if they only go part of the way the Lord may get his pruning hooks out and prune off the reasons why they do not progress. John 15:1-8.

It is important to realise however that even if you fail God, He does not fail you. 2 Timothy 2:11-15. Thus even though Abraham has apparently wasted many years in Haran God is going to deal with him, teach him things there and bless him there, for he remains a child of God’s, just as we do, even in our disobedience. Also if you fail and waste your time, the moment you realise what you have done, confess it and move on. If you are alive He still has a purpose for your life, and will bring blessing out of cursing, teaching you things, even through your disobedience. Romans 8:28ff. When God has finished with you, you will die and not one second beforehand. We know our role on earth is over, only when we are looking at the Lord face to face. Psalms 68:20, 116:15, Jeremiah 24:1-10, 39:17-18. 

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATIONS

1.
How ready are we to step out from our life style standards, and the cultural and family expectations of us? God can call us anywhere; the only issue for our life is serving Him where and when he calls. Traditional expectations are irrelevant to the Lord. Let us be ready to step out of the family plan, for our eternal family destiny!

2.
Spiritual discernment is to rule over financial and cultural considerations when it comes to decision making. Abraham had no economic reason to leave Ur, but moved to the far ends of the world of his day in order to serve and worship the Lord God. Do we have this desire to worship, so that we would place all things we own into the plan of God, in order to achieve our spiritual goal? It is to this that the Lord calls every generation.

3.
Religion has always been Satan’s main strategic attack upon man to tranquilize him to the truth about God. Let us ensure we have no vestige of paganism that hinders our walk with the Lord, but seek the best way to worship and serve the Lord in holiness and in truth. 

4.
There have always been two paths for man, and the most attractive one, if time alone is the criteria,  is administered by Satan himself. Satan pays his people well, but their reward rots with them. The Lord alone gives and does not take away. Let us celebrate the choice of the narrow way that leads to LIFE. 

5.
Abraham takes advantage of everything the culture and technology of the world had to offer him. Like Moses he was an educated man and used everything to serve the Lord his God. He distinguished between what was pagan and what was simply a neutral thing to be used in different ways to the pagans around him. Let us be discerning, through the application of the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit, and bring all things into captivity to Christ, for his glory.

6.
Abraham became entangled in the family expectations of his day. God does not judge him, nor punish him for this, it simply delays his walk and blessing. Let us remember the character of God and apply this truth into our own lives. God does not blast us with a thunder bolt when we fall short of his standards, he knows we are dust, just as Abraham was, and he waits until we re-open the door of our heart, and then we move ahead again. God’s grace, mercy and love are always towards us. Let us praise God that we are, like Abraham in the hands of the one true God, who is our maker and Saviour.

DOCTRINES

This is a doctrine packed book. Remember that Moses had to sort through many clay tablets, which were themselves summaries of vital truths, so everything he records here is doctrine packed! Take time and study each of these through each section.

BABEL:  TOWER OF BABEL

1. MEANING - Babel means confusion.

The tower was build under the direction of Nimrod in Babylon as a tower to reach heaven (Genesis 9:8-10; 11:1-9) The Tower of Babel  had seven stages, each made of different coloured bricks, representing five planets, the sun and the moon. The colours from the base were black, orange, red, gold, yellow, blue and silver.

2. HISTORICAL EVIDENCE OF THE TOWER OF BABEL

Evidence of the Tower of Babel came from all the continents.

a) AFRICA - In Egypt, dating from a few hundred years BC, a Chaldean priest at the temple of Osirus wrote the following:  In the temple it is stated, "It is said that the first men puffed up out of all measure by their strength, despised the gods and reared a tower of prodigious height which is now at Babylon. It had nearly reached the heavens when a wind overthrew the building and the men, who until then had only one language, began from that time to speak different dialects.

b) ARABIA - In Arabia a writer stated that, "Mankind swept together by the winds into a plain afterwards called Babel, was scattered again by the same means." Wind, in context, is speech. They were united by speech at Babel and then divided by speech.

c) CENTRAL AMERICA - A legend tells that one of the seven giants rescued from the deluge (flood) built a great pyramid in Mexico) to storm heaven. The gods destroyed the tower by fire and confounded the builders in their languages.

d) NORTH AMERICA - The Indians had a legend which states, "There was a great flood, many people were drowned. Others took refuge in a great floating building. It eventually grounded on a rock and broke into two pieces. In one half were those who spoke the Indian language, in the other were those who spoke other tongues.

e) EUROPE - In Estonia there is a tradition of the confusion of tongues.

f) AUSTRALIA - The Aborigines have a tradition regarding the diversity of languages.

g) INDIA - The variety of languages are related to a high tower.

h) CENTRAL AFRICA - Livingstone, when exploring Central Africa, found a tradition of a high tower being connected with a diversity of tongues.

3. At the time of Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon was 25 kilometres square. Almost within the city limits was a huge tower, the mightiest ruin in the whole of Mesopotamia. It was on an unburnt brick base with burnt bricks for the tower with bitumen for mortar. The name given to the tower means "the house of the platform of the foundation of the tower between heaven and earth".

4. Hamurabbi the great lawgiver who lived at about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel. He dedicated it to Marduk or Nimrod, the original builder. This tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at his time.

5. In the 3rd century BC Alexander the Great, who was making the world capital Babylon, gave orders to rebuild the Tower of Babel. He died soon after issuing the order.

6. It would be expected that different cultures would have something about the Tower of Babel in their traditions:

a) MESOPOTAMIA - Major cities in the area have stepped towers called ziggarettes. Ziggu is Arabic for remember. These towers are buildings of remembrance. They are always associated with the temples.

b) EGYPT - The oldest pyramids were always stepped pyramids. Most of these buildings were built in seven steps and were a means by which the pharaoh would, at death, be able to ascend into heaven.

c) CENTRAL AMERICA - These are the biggest pyramids ever built, covering 20 hectares. There are 500 pyramids in Yucatan in Mexico.

d) BAHRAIN - Pyramids are attached to the graves of the dead.

e) INDIA - The vast majority of temples have a tower adjacent to the temple called a pagoda. These have seven steps. It is a sacred tower to reach up into heaven.

f) BURMA - In this country are thousands of pagodas.

g) CHINA - In most of the temples they have seven-staged pagodas.

h) TAHITI - When Captain Cook went to Tahiti to observe the transit of Venus, he found a huge coral pyramid. He was told that it was associated with the kings. The kings were mummified and it was believed they went up to heaven through this stepped pyramid.

7. There is a comparison between Babel and the Church.

a) Man commenced in unity at the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1).

The church commenced in unity (Acts 2:1 ).

b) The tower, a great structure, was built using vast resources and human energy. (Genesis 11:3-4) They were still of one language (Genesis 11:6) but had wrong motivation.

During the period of the early Roman Catholic Church, great structures were built, they had a common language (Latin) and a common unity.

c) There came upon the people a multitude of languages (Genesis 11:7-9)

With the Reformation, a multiplicity of churches in native languages spread across the face of the earth.

8. The Tower of Babel represents internationalism. God dispersed the people into different languages and nations.

The antichrist and his system known as "Mystery Babylon" will unite the world politically, religiously and economically.  Jesus Christ will destroy this system at the Second Advent.

RELIGION

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

NATIONS:  ORIGINS OF NATIONS

1. In the Flood of Noah, all of mankind was destroyed, except the family of Noah.  Therefore, all people on earth are descended from one of Noah's three sons:  Japheth, Shem and Ham.

2. As a general rule, south of a line running through the Caspian Sea, Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea, the Hamitic people are settled; north of the line Japhetic; with the Semitic people settling in Mesopotamia.

3. THE DESCENDANTS OF JAPHETH - Genesis 10:2-5

Son 1 - Gomer

Sons of Gomer (Genesis 10:3)

Ashkenaz - Teutonic groups, including Goths, Vandals, Germanic groups and the Franks. 

Riphath - Celtic groups including Irish, Gauls, Galatians, blue-eyed Spaniards, Britons inhabitants of Britain before the Anglo-Saxons). The Celts moved from the Middle East about 250 BC They went to France, Ireland and Northern Spain, whilst some of them turned round and went back to Asia Minor - Galatia.

Togarmah - Kurdic groups, including Scythians.

Son 2 - Magog

Tartars, Slavs, Scythians.

Son 3 - Madai - father of Medes

Ayrians of India (Parsees).

Son 4 - Javan - father of the Greeks and Romans of ancient times. 

Sons of Javan (Genesis 10:4)

Elishah -Aeolian Greeks

Tarshish -Dorian Greeks

Kittim - Cypriots

Dodanim - Trojans.

Son 5 - Tubal.  His descendants settled the area south of the Black Sea. Tobolsk probably came from Tubal.

Son 6 - Meshoch - father of the Russians.

Son 7 - Tiras - father of the Thracians and Illyrian Greeks.

4. THE DESCENDANTS OF HAM  - Genesis 10:6-20

Son 1 - Cush.  Black - Ethiopians and Africans.

Descendants of Cush

Queen of Sheba

Nimrod - Nimrod became a hunter of men "before" (against) the Lord. (Genesis 10:8-9, 1 Chronicles 1:10).  He established his empire at Babel, or Babylon (Genesis 10:10).  It seems that he was the evil ruler responsible for building the Tower of Babel in defiance to God.

Son 2 - Misraim. 

Misraim is the father of the Egyptians and possibly the Etruscans, the inhabitants of Rome before the Japhetic barbarians came in. The Etruscans also invaded Crete where they mixed with the Greek sea people who eventually went and tried to attack Egypt under Rameses II. They were defeated and forced into the area of Palestine and became the Philistines.

Descendants of Misraim (Genesis 10:13)

Ludim - father of all the Moors and the Hamitics of the Peninsulas of Europe - Sicels.

Anamim - father of the Egyptians of Thebes.

Lehabim - father of the Libyans.

Naphtuhim - father of the Egyptians of Memphis.

Pathrusim - father of the Southern Egyptians.

Caphtorim - father of the Philistines.

Son 3 - Phut.  Black - North Africa, Southern Spain, Italy and Greece.

Son 4 - Canaan:  White - Amorites and inhabitants of Palestine.

Descendants of Canaan (Genesis 10:15-19)

Sidon - father of the Phoenicians.

Heth - father of the Hittites.

Jebusite - father of the people who settled around Jerusalem and were not conquered until the time of David.

Amorite - the mountaineers of the Canaanites.

Girgasite - a branch of the Hivites who lived in Palestine.

Hivites - inhabitants of Syria. A branch of the Hivites were the Gibeonites who tricked Joshua.

Arkite - Phoenecians.

Sinite - lived in Lebanon.

The areas inhabited by the Canaanites include Gaza, Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 10:19).

5. THE DESCENDANTS OF SHEM  - Genesis 10:21-32

Son 1 - Elam - the aboriginal race of Persia before the Medes arrived.

Son 2 - Asshur - Assyria.

Son 3 - Arphaxed - the family line of Abraham the Jews and Arabs.

Son 4 - Lud - father of the Lydians of Asia Minor.

Son 5 - Aram - the Syrians.

NATIONS:  CHARACTERISTICS WHICH INDICATE THE ORIGINS OF RACES

LANGUAGE

Languages of Japheth

Indo-European - Sanskrit, Persian, Zend.

Romance languages - Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese.

Teutonic languages - German, Islandic, Swedish, Norwegian, Gothic, Danish, Anglo-Saxon.

Classical languages - Greek, Latin.

Gaelic languages - Celt, Urse, Manx, Cornish, Welsh.

Slavonic languages - Lithuanian, Russian, Bohemian, Moravian, Polish, Greek.

Languages of Ham

Finnish, Estonian, Magyar.

Turkish, Mongolian, Tungus.

Kazak, Usbac.

Egyptian (coptic), Peker, Cushite, Bantu, Bushman.

Tibet, Indian of North America.

Polynesian languages.

It is of interest that the language of the Apache Indian in North America is the same as the language of the natives of the land to the east of the Bering Strait and the hieroglyphics of the Assyrians conform to those of the Mayan civilisation.

2. CRANIOLOGY - THE STUDY OF SKULLS

Shortheaded skull - generally Japhetic.

Medium skulls - Semitic.

Longheaded skulls - generally Hamitic.

Skulls, however, are not a definitive proof of origin.

3. TURKIOLOGY - THE STUDY OF HAIR

Wavy - generally Japhetic.

Coarse, black, straight - Hamitic.

Kinky, woolly, black hair - Hamitic.

4. DERMATOLOGY - THE COLOUR OF THE SKIN

Ham means "black" - he was a black man. The sons of Ham were both white (Canaan) and black, and from his line the yellow-skinned races came. 

Japheth was a white-skinned man.

Shem was between the two, probably closer to white.

This is not always an accurate proof of origin, especially where inter-marriage has taken place.

5. CUSTOMS

Sons of Ham - burial.

Sons of Japheth - cremation.

The use of metals in their daily lives and various other customs can also be used as a guide to the race's origin.

ABRAHAM - FAITH

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 11:26 - 25:10; Acts 7:2-8.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

3. EVALUATION

Abraham's faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8,9,18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).

g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3,4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham's faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one's future and the future of one's family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

ANGELS:  COUNTERFEITS OF SATAN

1. Doctrine of Demons (1 Timothy 4:1)

2. Communion Table (1 Corinthians 10:20-21)

3. Ministers (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)

4. Gospel (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

5. Spirituality (Galatians 3:2-3)

6. Righteousness (Matthew 19:16-28)

7. Power (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

8. Gods (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

9. Religions (Matthew 23)

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

DISPENSATION OF THE GENTILES OR FAMILY

1. Scripture:  Genesis 1-11

2. Limits:  Adam to Abraham.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Age of Innocence (Genesis 1:28-3:22)

b) The Age of Rebellion (Genesis 3:23-8:20)

c) The Age of Nations (Genesis 8:21-11:32)

4. Characteristics

a) One Language. (Genesis 11:6)

b) One race - the Gentiles (Genesis 11:6)

c) No written scripture

d) No missionary agency; every believer responsible for the gospel - particularly the father.

e) Means of salvation - belief in Christ. (Romans 4:3)

f) Time span - approximately 2,000 years

g) Major judgments - Noah (flood) (Genesis 7)

h) At death believers went to Paradise.

i) At death unbelievers went to Torments.

j) Priesthood - specialized - particularly the father.

k) The Law - no Mosaic Law.

l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers

m) Environment - perfect in the garden, progressively worse after sin (Genesis 1:31, 3:17-18).

n) Satan - In heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion. Adam and Eve. Tower of Babel. (Genesis 11:1-9)

5.  During this Age, God established four institutions for mankind to live by:-

a) Free Will (Genesis 2:16,17)

b) Marriage (Genesis 2:22-24)

c) Family (Genesis 4:1)

d) Human government and Nations (Genesis 9-11)

6. During this Age, Satan attacked these frameworks.

a) Free Will (Genesis 3) - the fall of Adam and Eve.

b) Marriage and Family (Genesis 6)- the angelic infiltration.

c) Nationalism (Genesis 11:1-9) - Internationalism in the tower of Babel. 

NATIONS AND RACES

1. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations (Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8).

Three Categories of Nations

Geographical

Racial

Linguistic

You can also have a combination of any of the three.  

2. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:19).

3. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:9).

4. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God (cf. Genesis 11:4,9).  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

God has ordained nationalism rather than internationalism.  Internationalism has two systems: a) Religion, b) Political – World Brotherhood.

5. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully  (1Timothy 2:1-2).

6. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

7. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected:

a) Externally by military forces. Believers should defend their own country.

b) Internally by police forces and courts (Romans 13:4).  Capital punishment is an integral part of law enforcement (Genesis 9:6).

8. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing (Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13).

9. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include:

a) Amorites (Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2)

b) Chaldea (Daniel 5).

10. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices (Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14)

a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil (Nehemiah 13:23-27)

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people (Genesis 28:1)

c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief (Genesis 26:34,35)

d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble (Numbers 12:1).

11. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation:

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in (Acts 10:1 -48)

b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in (Acts 9:1-16)

c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in (Acts 10:1-48)

12. Divine institutions must be established to protect the national entity, to give stability.  Three other divine institutions are Free will, Marriage and Family. [See God:  Divine Institutions]

13. The importance of human freedom:  freedom is based on privacy, hence the right of the individual to privacy as long as he does not contravene common law.  Children should have limited freedom.

14. The national entity should allow people to own property and run business, free from government interference.

15. The national entity should provide a system of free enterprise for advancement through human energy and merit.

16. There must be a fair system of taxation.

17. A person must be free to accept or reject Christ as Saviour and the government should not penalize them whether they accept or reject the cross.

NIMROD - INTERNATIONALISM

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 10:8,9; 1 Chronicles 1:10.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Great grandson of Noah through Ham and Cush. He was probably very dark in complexion as the Cushites were the original Ethiopians. Nimrod is said to be a great warrior before the Lord (Genesis 10:8,9). Nimrod had an extensive kingdom, including the great cities of Babel (Babylon), Erech (Warka), Accad (Agade), Calneh and all the land of Shinar. This was the location of the tower of Babel. Hamurabbi, the great law-giver who lived about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel. He dedicated it to Nimrod (Marduk), the original builder. The tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at this time and a focal point for internationalism. Nimrod's extensive empire and strength combined to make him a formidable leader and conceivably the first world ruler after the flood. Nimrod's land also included inner Assyria, called the land of Nimrod in Micah 5:6, between Nineveh and Calah.

3. EVALUATION:  Genesis 11.

a) The whole world after the Ark landed on Ararat was of one language and speech (verse 1).

b) After wandering for some while, they came to the plain of Shinar and dwelt there (verse 2).

c) God had told them to multiply and inhabit the earth (Genesis 9:7).

d) Man, however, remained centralised in the plain of Shinar where they constructed a tower (verses 3,4).

e) The purpose of the tower was to reach heaven from the earth and to rebel against God's orders (verse 4).

f) God recognised that the whole of mankind had concentrated, and such concentration would cause severe problems for their future (verses 5,6).

g) He causes a myriad of languages to come upon man to force them into national units (verse 7).

h) With the various languages, the people on the plain of Shinar disperse and migrate to fill the earth (verse 8).

i) The name of the place was called Babel because of the confusion of languages (verse 9).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Concentration of power causes oppression and degeneracy (Revelation 13:16-18).

b) God promotes nationalism and judges internationalism. There is no such thing as the brotherhood of man. Man is divided into two groups:  believers who are children of God (Romans 8:14-17), and unbelievers who are children of the devil (John 8:44).

c) God confused tongues (languages) at the Tower of Babel. God gave the gift of tongues in the early church to give the gospel in foreign languages (1 Corinthians 12-14).

d) Man is always attempting by his own works to pull God down from heaven. God judges man's works and will not allow man to operate outside His plan (Numbers 22-24).

e) Babel and the Church:

i) Started in unity - the church started in unity being in one place in one accord (Acts 2:1).

ii) Ambition for power - a power struggle commenced in the church with several bishoprics attempting to gain supreme power (1 Peter 5:3).

iii) Man-made unity - under the medieval papacy the church was one over a large area of the known world with one language, LATIN. Religious internationalism.

iv) Confusion of languages - the reformation caused each country to worship and have the Bible in their own languages. Christian nationalism.

GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD

1. The declaration of Divine Power - Matthew 19:26

2. God is able to save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

3. God is able to supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

4. God is able to deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

5. God is able to sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

6. God is able to keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

7. God is able to surpass all expectations and requests - Ephesians 3:20

8. God is able to raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

GOD - CALLING

1. To Call - KALEO (Greek)

The word 'to call' is used with 3 different prepositions.

2. Kaleo En (Gk) - in the sphere of divine election.

(a) in the sphere of grace - (Galatians. 1:6)

(b) in the sphere of hope - (Ephesians. 4:4) 


(i) hope of a resurrection body.


(ii) hope of eternal life.


(iii) hope of rewards, not spiritual gifts, in heaven.

(c)
in the sphere of peace - (1 Corinthians 7:15). This is the doctrine of reconciliation. (Romans. 5:1)

(d)
in the sphere of holiness. (1 Thessalonians. 4:7)

3. Kaleo Dia (Gk) - through, by means of, through the instrumentality of. By means of the gospel.(2 Thessalonians. 2:14)

4. Kaleo Eis (Gk) - denotes purpose -

(a) for fellowship (1 Corinthians 1:9)

(b) for being part of His Kingdom (1 Thessalonians. 2:12)

(c) for eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12)

(d) for enjoyment of light (1 Peter 2:9)

(e) for purpose of suffering. (1 Peter 5:10)

GOD:  DIVINE DECREES

1. This is the term in theology that refers to the plan of God coming to us from eternity past. It means that the Lord God, our heavenly Father, has had a plan from eternity past (before time and space were made) and that plan has been “decreed” to be the plan for this universe, and that this plan is as certain as there was a beginning to this universe, and that there will be an end. Though the universe will end, the plan of God, as it came from before the universe, continues on in its effect after this universe is ended and has been replaced by the new one.  2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21:18.

2. The plan centres on the person and work of the second person of the Trinity; it centres around the person of Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:4-6, 1 John 3:23.

3. Entrance into the plan of God is dependent upon grace. The sovereignty of God expressed in the divine decrees he has made about the plan, meet man’s free will at the Cross. Grace + faith = salvation. By saving people by grace, God’s perfect holy character is not compromised by the transaction. No-one is saved by works, for there is nothing that a creature of space and time can do to impress the creator of space and time, nor is there anything that sin can do to impress or pressure holiness.  John 3:16-36, Ephesians 2:8-9.

4. God’s plan for this universe is designed in such a way that every event is “decreed”; his plan includes all causes, conditions, and outcomes, there is no real contingency that has not been foreseen and planned for from before time. All this has been achieved in accordance with the holy purposes of God, yet without violating human volition, man’s free will. The universe is one of both freewill and determinism. Such a contradiction exists only in our minds, limited as they are by space and time. This plan is far greater than our minds can comprehend, for it was made by the creator of space and time, who lives and moves and has his being beyond such limitations of thoughts and realities.  When we consider this doctrine of decrees, we enter a realm beyond our dimension, and far above and beyond any space travel fantasies of man. Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2.

5. God’s plan comes from his entire character, not just foreknowledge. It has been drawn up with no violation of man’s free will choices, for which each is held responsible.  The outcomes are certain because of the divine decrees that make them so, yet the people within the plan have the freedom to choose and no-one before the throne of the creator will be able to say, “I had to fall; you predestined me to!” Each will be judged by their works, freely chosen, and by their rejection of the Lord, freely done. Revelation 20:11 – 21:1.

6. Neither Calvinism nor Arminianism in their theologies capture the full magnitude of the divine decrees, for both try to explain in the human terms of, sovereignty, foreknowledge and free will, yet the reality of the Plan of God comes from beyond all such time and space limited concepts. This doctrine is bigger than our limited minds and languages, and it behoves all who discuss this to recognize their limits as they speak of such things as this.  How can a thing be certain and yet also freely done? A moment’s reflection gives us the answer once we think about different perspectives on an event; from time and non-time. The only reason people have difficulty with such things is because most have not been trained in philosophy of science or physics.

7. Whenever Paul discussed these things he sang of them; if we understand the truth about the greatness of the character and plan of God we will still be baffled over this, while we live in time, but we will go on our way rejoicing.  Acts 8:39, Galatians 6:4, Hebrews 3:6. Refer  ELECTION, CHARACTER OF GOD, ETERNITY.

GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD

1. Three categories of will in history

a) Divine will (sovereignty)

b) Angelic will.

c) Human will.

2. Main areas of the will of God (1 John 3:23)

a) For the unbeliever - salvation (2 Peter 3:9)

b) For the believer - spirituality (Ephesians 5:18)

3. Christ has free will (Matthew 26:42, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

a) No free will in mankind would imply no free will in Christ.

b) The basic principles of divine guidance however is based on the fact that man possesses free will to choose for or against God.

4. Type of will of God as related to the human race (e.g. Balaam)

a) Directive (Numbers 22:12) -what God directs.

b) Permissive (Numbers 22:20) - What God allows

c) Overruling (Numbers 23) - When God overrules

5. Principles of Guidance

a) Knowledge of biblical principles in the believer (Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:1-6, Isaiah 58:11, Romans 12:2)

b) Surrender and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 John 1:9)

c) Growth - to eat meat and not rely on milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)

6. Categories of the will of God

a) Viewpoint will of God - What does He want me to think?

b) Operational will of God - What does He want me to do?

c) Geographical will of God - Where does He want me to be?

7. An example of the will of God (Acts 11) - the Guidance of Peter

a) Guidance through prayer (vs 5)

b) Guidance through the mind (vs 6)

c) Guidance through the word (vs 7-10)

d) Guidance through providential circumstances (vs 11)

e) Guidance through the filling of the Spirit (vs 12)

f) Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data (vs 13-15)

g) Guidance through remembering Scripture (vs 16)

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION

1. The principle of inspiration is found in (2 Timothy 3:16) "All Scripture is God breathed". Gk. THEO PNEUSTOS. 

The Holy Spirit communicated to the human authors God's complete plan (2 Samuel 23:2, 3, Isaiah 59:21, Jeremiah 1:9, Matthew 22:42, 43, Mark 12:36, Acts 4:24, 25, 28:25) 

The human authors of Scripture so wrote that in spite of their personalities, they were able to communicate God's plan with perfect accuracy in the language they wrote.

2. The origin of Scripture is beyond human viewpoint. (2 Peter 1:20, 21)

3. The Bible is the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:16) Therefore it is the absolute standard for believers. (Psalm 138:2) 

4. Precanon revelation from God occurred through the Holy Spirit. There was no written scripture until the time of Moses. (2 Samuel 23:2, Ezekiel 2:2, 8:3, 11:1, 24, Micah 3:8, Hebrews 3:7)

5. Four categories of Old Testament revelation:

a) The spoken word - thus saith the Lord. (Isaiah 6:9, 10, Acts 28:25)

b) Dreams. (Numbers 12:6, Genesis 15:12, 31:10-13, 31:24, Daniel 10:9) -whilst asleep.

c) Visions. (Isaiah 1:1, 6:1, 1 Kings 22:19) - whilst awake.

d) Angelic teaching. (Deuteronomy 33:2, Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19, Psalm 68:17)

6. The extent of revelation:

a) The unknown past - the Bible portrays past historical details unknown to man apart from revelation. (Genesis 1-11). The accuracy of these historical facts is guaranteed by inspiration. e.g. Creation, Noah's Flood.

b) Ancient history - whilst the Bible is not a text book of history, all historical citations are accurate.

c) Objective law - the Old Testament contains many laws for both individuals and national life. These laws express perfectly the mind of God to those people to whom they are addressed.

d) Some portions of the Bible contain direct quotations from God. The doctrine of inspiration guarantees that such quotations are properly recorded exactly as God desired.

e) God uses the emotions, trials and triumphs of certain believers to declare His grace in devotional literature like the Psalms, Song of Solomon

f) Inspiration extends to the recording of falsehoods just as they were uttered. Satan Genesis 3:4

g) Inspiration guarantees the accuracy of all recorded prophecies.

BIBLE – PENTATEUCH

1. The Pentateuch comprises Genesis, Exodus Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy

2. Its human author was Moses.

3. The separation into five books probably took place when the Old Testament was translated into Greek at Alexandria during the third and second centuries BC.. From the division came the name "Pentateuch" meaning five.

4. The evidence that Moses was indeed the human author of these books is as follows:-

a) God commanded Moses to write a book. (Exodus 17:14, 34:27)

b) Moses did write a book. (Exodus 24:5-7, Deuteronomy 31:9)

c) Moses called his book which was considered by Israel as one book in five sections:-

i) The Book of the Covenant. (Exodus 24:7)

ii) The Book of this Law. (Deuteronomy 28:58,61, 29:20-27)

iii) The Book of the Law. (Deuteronomy 30:10, 31;24-26)

d) Copies of Moses' Book of the Law were to be made for Kings. (Deuteronomy 17:18-20)

e) God acknowledged the Book of the Law as having been written by Moses, and commanded that it be the rule of conduct for Joshua. (Joshua 1:1-8, 8:30-35)

f) Joshua accepted it as the writings of Moses, and copied it. (Deuteronomy 11:26-32, Joshua 8:30-35)

g) He added to the book probably the last part of Deuteronomy 34 about Moses' death. (Joshua 24:26)

h) Joshua ordered all Israel to obey "The Book of the Law of Moses". (Joshua 23:6)

i) During the period of Kings it was the Law. David recognised it. (1 Chronicles 16:40)

ii) David ordered Solomon to keep it. (1 Kings 2:3)

iii) It was found and obeyed by Josiah and Israel. (2 Kings 22:8, 23:1-24, 2 Chronicles 34:14, 35:12)

iv) Jehoshaphat had it taught to all Israel. (2 Chronicles 17:9)

v) Joash obeyed it. (2 Kings 14:6, 2 Chronicles 23:11,18)

vi) Amaziah obeyed it. (2 Chronicles 25:4)

vii) Hezekiah obeyed it. (2 Chronicles 30:1-18)

i) Prophets called it God's Law, written by Moses. (Isaiah 8:20, Daniel 9:11, Malachi 4:4)

j) Ezra and Nehemiah both attribute the book to Moses. (Ezra 3:2, 6:18, 7:6,10,14,21,25, Nehemiah 1:7-9, 8:8,14, 10:28-29, 13:1)

k) Jesus Christ attributed the whole Law to Moses. (Luke 24:27,44 with Genesis 3:15, 12:1-3, Mark 12:26 with Exodus 3, Mark 7:10 with Exodus 20;12, 21:17)

m) The Apostles ascribed the Law to Moses. (Acts 13:39, 15:1,5,21, 28:23)

n) For more than 3500 years it has been the unified belief of all Jewish scholars and the common people that Moses wrote the Pentateuch.

o) Heathen writers such as Tacitus, Juvenal, Strabo, Longinus, Julian and others agree without question to Moses' authorship.

p) Leaders of heathen religions such as Mohammed ascribe it to Moses.

5. Internal evidence proves one author:-

a) The Pentateuch was written by a Hebrew speaking the Hebrew language, and cherishing the sentiments of his nation.

b) It was written by a Hebrew acquainted with Egypt and Arabia, their customs and their learning. Egyptian science was carefully concealed from strangers, and was for priests and the Royal Family only. Moses is the only known Hebrew who could have fulfilled this requirement. (Acts 7:22, Hebrews 11:23-29).

c) There is an exact correspondence between narratives and the institutions indicating the same author.

d) The style of the five books is in agreement.

e) Moses himself declared that he wrote "this Law". (Exodus 24:4, Numbers 33:2, Deuteronomy 31:9,24)

GENESIS AND REVELATION COMPARED

1. Genesis shows man beginning in a beautiful paradise.

Revelation shows the wonderful paradise to come.

2. Genesis showed how man lost his chance to eat of the tree of life. (3:3-24)

Revelation shows man will again eat of that tree. (22:2)

3. Genesis tells of man's rebellion against God.

Revelation shows that man will cease to rebel against God.

4. Genesis shows the sorrow that resulted from sin.

Revelation shows that all sorrow will be removed. (21:4)

5. Genesis records the first death. (4:8)

Revelation promises that there shall be no more death. (21:4)

6. Genesis shows the beginning of the curse. (3:15-18)

Revelation shows the curse lifted. (22:3)

7. Genesis introduces Satan for the first time. (3:1-18)

Revelation shows the final doom of Satan. (20:10)

8. Genesis shows the first attempt to discredit the Word of God. (3:1-5)

Revelation promises a curse on those who alter the Word of God. (22:19)

GENESIS 1:1

In Genesis 1:1 we have one of the most attacked verses in the Bible, we have 8 factors:

The Character of God


-
which opposes atheism

The existence of an Eternal Creator

-
which opposes polytheism

Creation of matter


-
which opposes evolution

God is above and beyond all things

- 
which opposes pantheism  (worship of many gods)

Freedom of God



- 
which opposes fatalism

Requirement for Supernatural Revelation 
- 
which opposes naturalism

Appeals to faith



- 
which opposes rationalism, empiricism

Utter helplessness of man (grace)

- 
which opposes legalism

It can be seen therefore why verse 1 is so attacked as every form of false doctrine that has ever existed is refuted by this verse.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world. (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture.(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION

1. Believers are instructed to be separated from habitually carnal believers. (1 Corinthians 5:10, 11

2. Separation is ordered from apostate religious organisations. (2 Corinthians 6:17)

3. Separation is commanded from unbelievers where scripture is compromised by the relationship or marriage, business partners. (2 Corinthians 6:14 ff)

4. Separation is commanded from the human viewpoint. (Romans 12:2, Romans 16:17, 18)

5. Separation is commanded from pseudo spirituality. (Romans 16:17, 18)

6. Separation is commanded from those who seek pleasure in fast living - pursuit of parties, immoral situations. (1 Peter 4:4)

7. Separation is commanded from other believers who reject Bible doctrine. (2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

2. In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

6. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

7. One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

8. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

9. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 12

This chapter begins the life of Abraham, and the record of his life may be divided into four sections.

1. Chapters 12 - 14  
The Call and move into Canaan.

2. Chapters 15-16
The promise of an heir and the Covenant made with him.

3. Chapters 17-21
His new name and covenant sign – circumcision.

4. Chapters 22 – 25
The final test and the conclusion of his life of Faith.

GENESIS 12:1-3

“1  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”

REFLECTION

We are not told how the Lord spoke into Abram’s life. God speaks in different ways at different times to different people, meeting the need of each person in the best way to secure that person’s understanding and obedience. Refer to the BTB study on DIVINE GUIDANCE. God speaks into Abram’s life, and orders him to move from all he has known, and go into the unknown. The direction is apparently quite specific, as verse 7 makes it clear he has arrived at the place the Lord told him to go. 

Moses is careful in his work with the tablets and records simply what is there, word for word in this case. Abram was told more than he records on the tablets, and from the context we can tell at times that he had more information, but selected only the key points to record. This was common in a time where each word had to be carved into wet clay and the process was laborious. 

Economy of words was the norm until papyrus becomes more freely available, and even then no words were wasted in correspondence. Clay was used to record material until the fourth century of our own era, with broken pottery often used for letters and lists in the Roman period. With this in mind, we will see that liberal attacks upon the Biblical record are often arguments from silence in the text, and as such are illegitimate and betray a lack of understanding on the part of the critic. The minimum of material was recorded, and so we must be careful in our deductions and extrapolations from what we have before us.

Let us look closely at the commands and promises here.

1. Get out of your country.

2. Leave your father’s house.

3. Separate from your extended family.

4. Go to a land that I will show you.

If Abram is obedient to these things then, the Lord promises four things.

1. I will make of you a great nation

2. I will greatly bless you, and exult your name.

3. I will curse/judge those who curse you.

4. All the peoples of the earth will be blessed “in you”.

Abram is told, “get out of your country”. It is an equivalent command to “Flee!” From our earlier discussion of the culture and religion of his people we can see that paganism was strongly entrenched. We could even go as far as to say it appears that Ur was “Satan’s stronghold” at this time. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, Revelation 2:13. His land was prosperous and strong, but was corrupt in it’s wealth, and deceptive in it’s religion. It was the place of tranquillity and distraction, and had he stayed there, there would have been no banner of truth unfurled, no light to the world.  Acts 7:1-4, Hebrews 11:8-10. 

Our country is to be heaven, not any place with a flag down here upon the earth. We may love our country, but our love for our land is to be tempered by our love for the Lord and our desire to serve Him and do his work. We are called, like Abram, to leave loyalty to nation state and love the Lord and his work alone, and leave all that in the natural man we value, and hold to and serve spiritual realities alone. Psalms 45:10-11, Luke 14:26-33, 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.

To leave your father’s house was a thing unheard of in this day and age. At this time most people grew up, lived and died within 5 kilometres from their place of birth. Unless catastrophe led to their enslavement, or they were merchants, people did not leave their home village and travel anywhere. They stayed within the bonds of family and kinship. To leave your father, and take authority over your own destiny, rather than accept his was a revolutionary concept that would have set fear in the hearts of all rulers and priests.

Abram needed to leave Ur, for to head in a different direction than his father was to rebel against the very order, stability and structure of the nation state. To leave his father’s religion, and adopt a new one was a thing unheard of. God was asking Abram to move beyond a point that no man had dared cross for years. Godly men and woman had kept true monotheism alive through all the years since the flood, but each generation had declined, and by Abram’s day there were few who stood where the Lord had ordered Adam and later Noah to stand. Genesis 3:14-23, 4:25-26, 8:20-9:17. 

Abram will leave also his extended family behind in Haran, although he will return there, for although they are not as committed to following the Lord as he is, they are still monotheists and hold the ways of Seth and the other saints. He will not have his children marry pagans, but only those who hold to the truths maintained by the godly line from Adam.  2 Corinthians 6:14ff.

Abram does know where he is going, for he heads north rather than south, east or west, but the time frame of revelation as to the exact final destination is hidden from us. It may be he found the direction as Paul was to two thousand years later at Troas. Acts 16:6-12. Abram had to listen to God, and heed the direction received. He delayed in Haran, but he did not return to Ur. There was delay, but it was not fatal. God is gracious to us and knows our weaknesses, and does not push us too far or fast for our faith. Psalms 103:14.

The promises accompanying obedience are significant ones, but are further out than Abram’s life will see. He is challenged to see beyond the confines of his own life, even though that is a long and prosperous one. Abram does not live to see the fullness of the promises, but he sees the first phase come through again and again. Notice this carefully, for the Lord makes promises to all believers, some of which we will see working out in daily life, but others will only be seen fully when we stand with the Lord and look back at time. 

We are challenged by Abram to have the eternal life perspective, and not judge things according to time alone.  Paul captures this when speaking of the Lord’s resurrection and it’s significance for our perspective on the things of this life and the eternal realities that we focus upon. 1 Corinthians 15:16-22, Galatians 3:14.

Abram will have prosperity, although it will be of a different sort than he would have had in Ur, and he will have a name that brings respect amongst those he walks amongst, although that too will be different than he would have had in Ur. We select our source and type of fame and prosperity by the choices of life path we make in this life. 

Pause and ask yourself right now, by your choices, have you selected out company that is godly and focused upon eternal things? Do you have friends who honour God and praise your name for godly reasons? Do you have spiritual prosperity, so people praise God for you? This is the reputation Abram had, and this is the reputation we need to seek or desire. It is the praise of good men and women we need to be seeking, not the approval of those who are doomed for the Lake of Fire!  Refer to the BTB study of WORLDLINESS, and also CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST JESUS, at the end of this section. Matthew 25:31-46.

There is blessing by association for all who associate closely with believers who are walking close to the Lord. God blesses those who walk close with Him, and those close to them share in that blessing. Many businesses are blessed by having Christians within them, and are baffled when they fall after getting rid of the Christians. 

All who walk close to God will receive the blessing of his presence with them and all that this brings into a life. Blessing is a fruit of the Holy Spirit’s presence in a life, so if a person’s life is not a blessing to others, then the only deduction is that they are not walking close to God in the filling of the Holy Spirit, for where God is there is blessing.  Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER. 

Abraham will also be under the special care and protection of God, and we also have this great privilege. None will harm him as he walks God’s path, and all who oppose him will be in effect opposing God. Those who curse him will have their curse rebound upon themselves, and they will be dealt with directly by God. Romans 8:28-39 will apply to Abraham, just as it applies to all believers who walk the path God has called them to. When we walk with the Lord and are sold out to Him and his purpose for our life, it becomes his responsibility to lead, protect and comfort us, and he always will do these things. We are in God’s hands and none can touch us without His express permission. 

We leave our case in the Lord’s hands when hated, cursed, or opposed, for we are the Lord’s servants and so the matter is between the Lord, our master, and those who interfere with one on his business! It is a serious matter for a person to stand against the Lord’s servant, for they directly oppose the Lord’s business. Let us see our place this clearly, and relax as we serve the Lord, for none can oppose us without coming directly into conflict with God. We leave ourselves totally in the Lord’s hands, and simply serve as we are called to and let the Lord deal with opposition. Refer to the BTB studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – CAPACITY FOR LIFE, DESTINY, PROSPERITY, STABILITY.

Abraham’s life will be a blessing to all people who love the Lord through the centuries. For the last four thousand years men and women have stood and praised his name for the good things he teaches us about the Lord God our Saviour. Abraham’s obedience opens the door for the blessing of generations of obedient believers. We also can have a part of this sort of blessing into the future. 

We are called to serve the Lord in such a way as to bring honour and glory to his holy name, and as we do that our witness grows in it’s impact amongst man, and so others praise God for us and the work we have done. Many believers are praised before God long after their death because of the spiritual legacy we have left behind that encourages each new generation that comes along. 

This is God’s plan for each of us; that we might be a blessing in our own generation and that then the memory of us continues to bring joy and praise to God’s holy name down the years after our death.  Had Abram stayed in Ur, and not gone down the path of worship of the one true God, he would have had a great funeral from his town’s people, and would have been honoured by them as one of their great citizens, but his tomb would be as forgotten as all the others. 

Abraham’s tomb is not forgotten even today and his spiritual legacy is celebrated before all mankind around the world by all who love God. In his day he must have seemed to be walking away from fame and renown, yet in obedience to God he was walking in the path of greatest fame and renown, and he was a blessing to all nations, world wide. 

Truly God’s will opens the doors of blessing. Let us walk, as Abram did, in the place of greatest impact, and greatest blessing. If we simply love this life, then we will lose everything we value, but if we love the Lord and serve him with all our heart, then we have the best that this life can give, and we have the joy of life eternal. Matthew 10:39-42, 16:24-28, Mark 8:35-36, 9:41, Luke 9:24-25, 17:33, John 12:23-26.

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION

1. 
We are to value the walk with God to which we are called ahead of all the physical details of our life. The Lord challenges us to see eternal realities well ahead of our temporal success. He challenges us to be a blessing to the nations by our obedience, rather than a self centred blessing to ourselves, by our devotion to the wealth this world can give.  

2.
Satan distracts man into short sighted goal setting, and self centred decision making: God seeks us to lift up our heads and see the Cross, the Empty Tomb, and the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and so set our hearts on things above. Satan magnifies self, but the Lord calls us to serve others in Jesus name. Real fame comes to those who lose themselves in the service of others in Jesus name. 

Satan does pay his people well at times, but God’s rewards are now and forever. The choice is WORLDLINESS or SPIRITUALITY. Let us choose eternal life above the temptations of time, and serve with all our hearts, like our father Abraham, and so we will find the greatest rewards that man can know, and the greatest joy that man can know, now and forever.

DOCTRINES

WORLDLINESS

1. Worldliness  means to follow the beliefs and philosophy of man rather than that of God

2. Worldliness is the opposite to Godliness;  it is thinking/doing in opposition to God's revealed word. Titus 2:11-14.

3. All people are faced with the constant choice of following God's way or the world's. Romans 5:12, 3:19, 1 Corinthians 1:21, Ephesians 2:12,  James 1:27, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:20.

4. Satan is the "prince of this world", and has power to deceive those who are negative to God's plans.  John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 4:4, 1 Peter 5:8,9.

5. We must not love the world, 1 John 2:15-17.

6. We must hate all the world stands for, in thought and in deed. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, 11:30-32, Galatians 6:14, James 1:27, James 4:4, 2 Peter 1:3,4, 1 Corinthians 3:18, 19. 

7. We must not return to our old behaviour patterns, Ephesians  2:1-7.

8. This evil world system and the prince of this world will be condemned. Matthew 18:7, John 12:31, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Peter 3:7, 2 Peter 2:1ff.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST

1. Believers are said to be blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).

2. The same Greek word is used in (John 3:12) where the word 'things' is mentioned.

3. The heavenlies is the area of the believer's spiritual experience as identified with Christ in various ways:-

a) Divine nature (2 Peter 1:4)

b) Life (Colossians 3:4; 1 John 5:12)

c) Relationships (John 20:17; Hebrews 2:11)

d) Inheritance (Romans 6:16,17)

e) Service (John 17:18; Matthew 28:20)

f) Suffering (Philippians 1:29; 3:10; Colossians 1:24)

g) Future glory (Romans 8:18-21; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10).

4. The believer is a heavenly man and a stranger or pilgrim on the earth. (Hebrews 3:1,1 Peter 2:11).

5. The believer is an ambassador from Heaven. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness". Peace (eirene) in the New Testament means both inner tranquillity of soul and great prosperity of Life. This is Paul’s prayer for all believers that they might know the blessing of true God given prosperity. Romans 1:7, 1Corinthians 1:3, 2Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Colossians 1:2, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, 1Thessalonians 1:1, 2Thessalonians 1:2, 1Timothy 1:2, 2Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 3

2. To be spiritually minded is peace, (Romans 8:6), i.e. to be thinking as God would have us think. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.
3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place. The details of life such as money, house, car, job, marriage partner are then able to be sorted out correctly. Matthew 6:31-34, 1Corinthians 10:13, cf.  Philippians 4:11. 

4. Believers should not have it as their aim in Life to be the richest person in the cemetery. Luke 12:16-21. Having eyes on money first is a foolish thing. Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)
5. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

6. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

7. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

8. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

9. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

10. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

11. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CAPACITY FOR LIFE

1. Jesus prayer for all believers is that we might have “joy fulfilled in us”. John 10:10, 17:13. His prayer expresses the desire for us all, that we might have his joy within us; a fountain of joy welling up within our souls, so that we can rejoice in him in every situation of life. Refer Fruit of The Holy Spirit.

2. Paul repeats this prayer to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 9:6. Only as we sow do we reap. Only as we grow spiritually, rejoicing in all the Lord sends our way, do we enter the reality of the life of joy.  This is not a life of false smiles and cheery grins that have nothing behind them, but the biblical joy of the soul of a believer who rests and rejoices in all God is doing with them, and is walking close to their loved Lord. Refer Christian Life - Walking and Holy Spirit Filling.

3. Christian maturity is another way of expressing this joy. One expression of this is the giving of the mature believer, with real capacity for enjoyment of everything life throws at them, and real enjoyment of passing blessing on through giving. 1 Corinthians 9:7. Refer Christian Life -Giving.

4. God’s desire is to super-abundantly give us things that we can turn into more blessing for others. These super-abundant blessings may be opportunities, monies, assets, gifts, friendships, ministries, sufferings, or positions to be filled from which influences can be had. God’s desire is to give us more and more, so we use more and more, and so our ministry grows, and so the Lord is glorified through our life more and more. 1 Corinthians 9:8-11.

5. In this concept of “capacity for life” we see the truth of the real prosperity gospel. God’s desire is to enrich us, but this does not refer to money alone or at all, in most cases. None of the apostolic band died wealthy, all however died rich beyond all the men of their day. All were given abundance of blessings, but often within sufferings, yet they turned their sadness into joy, their pain and discomfort into occasions for rejoicing. Romans 8:24-39, 2 Corinthians 11:18-12:10. In this last passage we see Paul demonstrating the spirit of joy, the reality of true capacity for life in all situations that life can dish up for him. He is rejoicing in the power of God to bring him through all things with joy and strength, and bring him to the end of his life, though without earthly riches, with heavenly rewards beyond man’s imagining. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 18. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER

1. Nearly every letter of Paul opens with the prayer greeting,  "Grace mercy and peace to you all from God...." i.e. Gods love in action, unmerited favour and blessing in all areas of life and peace. Eirene = prosperity, a relaxed mental attitude, rest in soul, no strife.  

2.  "Peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:7.  Peace of mind = greatest prosperity of all! This is what the wealthy crave for and the lack of it is why they often suicide !

3. Israel looked to blessing in time as the key thing.   For them, power/money/status = sign of spiritual blessing!   This is not necessarily so for our age of history. There is no direct promise to Christians that spirituality = monetary wealth. The principle of Matthew 6:31 -34 applies to us. Put God first and do not worry about future, i.e. apply doctrine and get to work. (Lord will not see you short, 1 Corinthians 10:13, you will never be pushed beyond what you are able, with doctrine, to stand). In Israel to be in poverty = judgement, but this is not so for the Christian, Philippians 4:11,  "In whatever state I find myself there I am content." 

4. Christian maturity = spiritually minded + Peace and Prosperity, c.f. carnally minded = death. Romans 8:6.   To be carnally minded = concerned for things that decay! =  living death! We are to be concerned for things of eternal consequence = liberated. 

5. Not having our eyes on earthly treasures. Matthew 6:21 - for where your thoughts are = there your soul rests and lives!    Question for you, Where does your soul  live today?  Turn to James 5:1-6 (Read). NB:    James is writing to believers with unjust business practises. Turn to Luke 12:16-21 (Read). The warning is clear, don't be the richest man in the cemetery!

6. Our treasure is hidden in earthen vessels = doctrine  in the soul! 2 Corinthians 4:6&7

7. Riches = Gods word.   Colossians 3:15&16. The result of this = others blessed and comforted. 

8. Prosperity for believer = fruit of Spirit in the Soul. Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 1:3. Love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,..... 

9. The overflow of this spiritual status may be physical and monetary prosperity. It is bona fide for mature believer to pray for money!  3 John 2 "I wish that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers." This is a good prayer = that a persons wealth keeps us with their spiritual resources to cope with it!   Such a believer will use their wealth to honour God.

If this physical prosperity is part of Gods will for us, then we can relax with it, for can only give as we prosper! 1 Corinthians 16:2 should The point in these verses is that God pours when we have the spiritual capacity to cope and use it. Read 1Timothy  6:6-12 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY

1.  God is able to keep us and bless us (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a) Stand fast in the word 1Corinthians 16:13.

b) Stand fast in our liberty Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c) Stand fast in one spirit (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d) Stand fast in the Lord (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e) Stand fast in doctrine 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. Strength and stability comes in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident. 1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33.

8. God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives. Romans 14:4, Jude 24. 

9. Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it. e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. Profile of the stable believer under pressure 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

COVENANT:  ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

1. Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) founds the nation of Israel

2. It is confirmed with Abraham with emphasis on the land (Genesis 13:14-18), the spiritual seed (Genesis 15:1-6) and its everlasting quality (Genesis 17:6-8).

3. It is an unconditional covenant - God will fulfil it.  (God caused Abraham to fall asleep as He ratified the covenant alone Genesis 15:12-18)

4. The seven-fold covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) is fulfilled as follows:-

a) PROMISE "And I will make of thee a great nation.

FULFILLMENT  Jews (Genesis. 13:16; John 8:37), Arabs (Genesis. 17:20),  In Christ (Romans 4:16-17, 9:7-8; Galatians 3:7,29).

b) PROMISE "I will bless thee". 

FULFILLMENT To Abraham (Genesis 13:14-17, 15:18-21. 24:35), To believers in Christ (Genesis 15:6; John 8:56)

c) PROMISE "And make thy name great.

FULFILLMENT  Abraham is renowned, not only in Christianity but also in Judaism and with the Moslems.

d) PROMISE "And thou shalt be a blessing.

FULFILLMENT  With the work of fulfilment of Abraham's seed, Jesus Christ, he was a blessing. (Galatians 3:13,14).

e) PROMISE "And I will bless them that bless thee.

FULFILLMENT  This is seen in the rise of many nations eg Britain in the 19th century, the rise of the USA.

f) PROMISE "And curse him that curseth thee.

FULFILLMENT The decline of nations such as the Spanish Empire after the Armada, the fall of Nazi Germany, the fall of the Czars of Russia, the decline of Egypt at the Exodus. Scriptural examples:(Deuteronomy 30:7; Isaiah 14:1-2; Joel 3:1-8; Micah 5:7-9; Haggai 2:22; Zechariah 14. 1-3; Matthew 25:40-46).

g) PROMISE "In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

FULFILLMENT  The whole world can be blessed through Jesus, the son of Abraham. (John 8:56-58; Galatians 3:16).

5. It is clear that the we should support the Jew as it is a sure means of enjoying divine blessing.

ANTI-SEMITISM

1. God's promise to Abraham - whoever blesses the Jews, God will bless; whoever curses the Jews, God will curse (Genesis 12:1-3).

2. History shows a correlation between the rise and fall of Empires and their treatment of the Jews.

a) Anti-Semitic - Spanish Empire 16th century, Russian Empire 19th - 20th century, Nazi Germany 20th Century.

b) Pro-Semitic - Britain in 19th century, United States of America in 20th.

3. The concept of Israel

a) Racial Jew - one who is descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

b) Religious Jew - one who practices Judaism.

c) Regenerate Jew - born again, now part of the body of Christ (Romans 9:6-8)

GENESIS 12:4-5

“4  So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 5  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.”

REFLECTION

At the age of 75 Abraham, now a very wealthy man, moves out of Haran and into Canaan, which means “the place of rest”. This is significant because for Abram there is rest in his soul when he is in the place God called him to be. It is exactly the same for each of us. You will have rest in your soul when you are obedient to God and when you are geographically in the will of God.  At times they have great hardship, stress, and threat in the land, for they are part of the Angelic Conflict, as we are, but they have rest (Shalom) in their souls. 
When Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are in the land they have peace and spiritual prosperity, when they are out of the land they are out of blessed fellowship with God. We will, like these great past saints know failure at times in our own lives, and like them we can return to blessing by getting back in the will of the Lord for our life. We are at all times in our own lives either in or out of fellowship, as Paul observes in Romans 7. The challenge is to spend as much time in fellowship with the Lord rather than out of fellowship. Revelation 3:19-22. Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY.

Abram departed from Haran, and Moses indicates his obedience in doing this, which is quite right. Many commentators linger on, and discuss Abram’s delay there, but Moses draws attention to his obedience. Let us be corrected by Moses, for God sees our obedience, not our failures, and does not remember our sins, but delights in our successes in application of his Word into the fabric of our daily lives.  Confession will always restore fellowship because it depends upon the character of God, not the magnitude of our sins. Psalms 51:1-17, 69:5-6, 79:8-9, Proverbs 10:12, Isaiah 1:16-20, 1 John 1:9-10. Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS.

Terah, as the formal head of the household, went with Abram from Ur to Haran, and now Lot accompanies Abram on the journey forward. We must be careful here also, as many commentators rush to condemn Abram’s choice to allow his nephew to join him, when the Bible makes it clear, Lot was called by Peter, under the filling of the Holy Spirit “righteous Lot”, 2 Peter 2:7, and although he compromised with evil later and fell to the point of being the father of fatal enemies of Israel, he was at this time positive to the leading of God and wanted to express his obedience also to the divine command to Abram. There was no error on Abram’s part in taking Lot, and Moses identifies his presence, simply to remind us that many who begin the journey of faith with us will fall away, and may even become our sworn enemies over time. 2 John 9-11, 3 John 9-10.

Abram also takes his wife Sarai. She will be a hindrance to his spiritual life and a daily challenge to him for the next fifteen years, but Abram will receive blessing from her in the end, and she will learn from him, and both will be blessed in their old age with their son. This will be what we would term today, a “dysfunctional household”, with contentiousness and adultery, and with severe and lasting consequences for their sins, but righteousness and God’s plan will triumph in the end. 

Moses mentions the roll call of obedient senior participants in the journey to Canaan. He also refers to the significant wealth and servant numbers that they have gathered in Haran. There has been blessing in Haran, because God’s hand remains upon his servant even as he delays. God can wait, and does for us. He seeks to bless us! 

They all went out under the leadership of Abram and headed for Canaan, and into Canaan they came. Moses doubles up the language here as a way of emphasizing the journey, the challenges, and the goal directed behaviours that God seeks and finds from Abram, and seeks and often doesn’t find from us. Many head out in a direction, but they never follow through and arrive at their destination. Abram follows through, and whatever becomes of the others over time, they also share the perils of the journey and they arrive in Canaan after many weeks travel.

God seeks our follow through, and expects obedience to work out through daily application. This is the path of blessing and true ambassadorship. Abram has entered the place of his service. While Canaan is the place of spiritual “rest” in the plan of God, it is also a place where enemies are numerous. It is no picture of heaven, but a picture of service in this tough earthly battlefield, into which we are called to stand for truth and fight within. Refer to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT, and also SOLDIER.

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION

1. 
How well do we finish the task the Lord assigns us? The Lord calls us to walk in his path for our life and complete the task assigned to us. Each of us has a path to walk, and our completion of that task is the grounds for our rewards in eternity. Each of us is judged against our tasking, not the life or work of anyone else. Let us set our minds to the task before us, and no other. John 21:21-23.

2.
We must take people at their promises, and encourage their good commitments.  If a person wants to serve the Lord and walks out with us in faith, then we are to encourage and support them, so that they might reach the Lord’s goal for them, but if they falter and head away, we are still to press on. We are not to need support from anyone other than the Lord and the Holy Spirit. God alone is to be our portion, and upon him alone we are to lean. Men will fail us, but God will not fail us. Let us press on, whether people stand with us or not. Abram was right in allowing Lot to express his faith, and he was right to separate from him when he had to. We are to be attached to the plan of God alone, and seek the Lord’s “well done”, not any praise from men.

DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY AND CARNALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

1. Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. Willingness is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. Service in the big things requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude  (Matthew 6:33)

5. Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord" (Colossians 3:17)

6. Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men (Romans 14:18)

7. Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. Qualities of our service:-

a) It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b) It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c) It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d) It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e) It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f) Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g) In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h) Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i) Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is :-

a) Following Christ (John 12:26)

b) For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c) Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. It requires:-

a) Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b) Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c) Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. Benefits of Service:-

a) It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b) It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c) It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d) It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e) It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f) It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g) It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h) It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i) It is Christlike. (John 13:12-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT

1. The unnamed servant in (Genesis 24) is the picture of the model servant as well as a type of the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. The model servant does not pre-empt his master (v2-9).  We should wait upon the Lord and not run ahead of time.

3. The model servant goes where he is sent (v4,10).  We should be in the geographical will of God.

4. The model servant does nothing else. God has specific tasks for every believer to perform. We should concentrate on our own area and not get sidetracked.

5. The model servant is prayerful and thankful. We should always realise where our power comes from and not get proud when we have spiritual blessings and prosperity.

6. The model servant is keen to succeed (v 17-18, 21). We should be keen to evangelise (Romans 1:14-16).

7. The model servant speaks not of himself but of his master. Who and what we are is not important, who and what Christ is of the greatest importance (v 22, 34-36).

8. The model servant presents the true issue and requires a clear decision. [v49]  We should present the gospel and other doctrine clearly and expect results.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SOLDIER:  CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS 6

1.  General Scripture Ephesians 6:11-17. 

This passage relates to the armour which the Roman soldier wore and analogises its use into the spiritual realm.

2.  USE OF THE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:11 

"Put on the whole armour of God. "  Ephesians 6:11a.  We are instructed to "put on" (ENDUO Gk) - this means "to clothe" - it is a command by God to the Christian soldier.  We are to "clothe ourselves" or to "dress ourselves".  "Whole armour" (PANOPLIA Gk) - the complete armour "of God" (THEOS Gk) true source of the armour is God.

The whole armour of God is given in Ephesians 6:14-17. It comprises:-

a) The Belt of Truth Ephesians 6:14a

b) Breastplate of Righteousness Ephesians 6:14b

c) Boots Ephesians 6:15

d) Shield Ephesians 6:16

e) Helmet of Salvation Ephesians 6:17a

f) Sword of the Spirit Ephesians 6:17b

PRINCIPLES:

i) The Roman soldier wore all his armour for his own safety and protection.

ii) When the Roman soldier was highly disciplined he ruled the world.

iii) When the Roman soldier became degenerate the Empire declined and fell.

iv) The Roman soldier was in the army 7 days a week.

3.  SPIRITUAL ANALOGY

a) As Christian soldiers we wear our armour for our own safety and protection.

b) When we are highly disciplined in the Christian life we are very effective in our warfare.

c) If we become degenerate or apostate our Christian witness and effectiveness declines and we become casualties in the spiritual warfare.

d) The Christian soldier is in the battle 7 days a week. A part time soldier never amounts to an effective soldier.

“That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."  Ephesians 6:11 b. 

"to stand" (histemi (Gk) - to hold your ground.  We are in a spiritual warfare and the purpose of the armour is to hold our ground against the foe.  "the wiles (methodeia dia Gk) - tactics, cunning or fraud"  "of the devil” (diabolos Gk).

We therefore have the whole armour of God to enable us to stand firm against the devil's tactics.

PRINCIPLE: By learning the tactics likely to be employed by your opponent the Christian soldier is able to go on the offensive using the sword of the Spirit - the Word of God. (verse l7).

4.  THE ENEMY (Ephesians 6:12)

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 

of this world against spiritual wickedness in high places. "

"Wrestle" - "the wrestling" (he pale estin Gk) hand to hand combat not wrestling as a sport.  "not against flesh and blood" 

– not against other members of the human race, but against:-

a) PRINCIPALITIES (arche Gk) Ruling demons.

b) POWERS (exousia Gk) - Demons with authority, officers in the demon army.

c) RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD (kosmokrator Gk) - world rulers, demons close to the seats of government such as the demons of (Daniel 10:13, 20).

d) SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES (pneu matikos poneria Gk) - the demon army.

Quite clearly our fight is against a spiritual foe.  From Hebrews 2:7 we know that as human beings we are inferior to angels.  Therefore in order to have success against superior forces we must have God's armour.

5.  BE PREPARED (Ephesians 6:13)

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, 

to stand. "

Since the resurrection ascension and session of Jesus Christ the attack of Satan has moved from the line of Christ to the 

individual believer. Our dependence on the whole armour is imperative yet many believers reject part or all of the armour. 

There are many casualties as a consequence.

We are again exhorted to put on the whole armour of God.

6.  THE BELT OF TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14a, Isaiah 11:5)

"Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth.”

The Roman belt was a wide girdle of leather worn around the waist from which hung the scabbard for the sword and loops for rations and equipment. The leather belt was supported by a cross shoulder strap studded with metal plates with thick leather strips hanging down to protect the lower body. The belt therefore was the basic armour on which the defence of the soldier was based.

PRINCIPLE: Our basic defence is the truth contained within the Word of God. The sword of the Spirit hangs securely to the believer by means of the promises contained within it. The greater our trust in the truth of God the greater our protection against the enemy.

7.  THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14b, Isaiah 59:17)

"and having on the breastplate of righteousness."

The breastplate (thorax Gk) was usually made of leather overlaid with metal strips. Shaped like a sleeveless coat it was in the higher ranks often covered with gold or silver. The belt held the breastplate firmly in place its primary function being to protect every vital area of the soldiers body.

PRINCIPLE: The righteousness of Christ protects us. We stand in his righteousness alone. He gave us his righteousness at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Our continued protection through his righteousness is through the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) (See topic Holy Spirit: Filling of the Spirit).

8.  THE BOOTS (Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 52:7)

"And your feet shod, with the preparation of the gospel of peace".

The boots (caligae Gk) were made of hobnail studded leather soles 15mm (1/2") thick secured with a leather tie over the instep and round the ankles. Good footwear is essential for the soldier with infantry still being essential even in these days of sophisticated armaments.

PRINCIPLE: In spiritual terms the feet are often analogised to service. The feet take one towards the enemy. The gospel of peace is a direct attack on the enemy. Peace in this context talks of reconciliation between God and man. (Romans 1:1 4-16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

9.  THE SHIELD OF FAITH (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4)

"Above all taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of' the wicked."

The Roman shield (thureos Gk) was shaped like a door being made of glued planks wrapped in canvas or calf skin, the top and bottom edges being protected by iron. The shield was the most active of the defensive armour carried by the Roman soldier. Loss of shield often meant death to the soldier.

PRINCIPLE: The Christian soldier's shield is walking actively in the promises and principles set out in the Word of God. If we do not use our faith we can become spiritual casualties. Using the shield of faith we can claim -the 7,000 promises for the Christian walk including Isaiah 41:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4.

10.  THE HELMET OF SALVATION (Ephesians 6:17a; Isaiah 59:17)

"And take the Helmet of salvation.”

With the exception of the standard bearer who wore a wolf's head, every Roman soldier wore a metal helmet (perik Gk) 

usually of bronze over an iron skull cap. This protected the most important part of the soldier - his head.

PRINCIPLE: Before a person can be a soldier for Christ, he has to be born again. He has to wear the helmet of salvation. One of the wiles of the devil is to make the believer feel that he has lost his salvation.  If a believer loses his assurance of salvation he takes his helmet of salvation off and is totally vulnerable to the attack of the foe.

11.  THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (Ephesians 6:17b)

"and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.

The sword referred to is the machaira or Roman short sword. The sword represents the basic offensive weapon for close 

combat. It was only effective when out of its sheath.

PRINCIPLE: The sword in its sheath is potentially devastating but it is only effective when it is used to combat and defeat the enemy. We must therefore conquer using principles, promises and doctrines from the Word of God.

GENESIS 12:6-9

6  And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 7  And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 8  And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD. 9  And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.

REFLECTION

Remember the author of these words is Moses, writing some 500+ years later, during the Exodus. He selects names and places on the journey of Abram, to make theological points, and underline principles that the Lord moves him to emphasize for the Exodus generation. 

From a number of places through which Abram passes, Moses identifies some key markers, the names of which give a pointer to the spiritual realities underlying the story. Abram heads steadily for the centre of the land and arrives at the point that is the centre, and where he can pause and reflect upon the call of God. He is now there; at the centre of the place he has been told to go. Sichem or Shechem, is the “bulls eye” of the land. He is now geographically where he is supposed to be.

At the place where obedience is completely fulfilled, the Lord speaks again to Abram. It is expected by some today that the Lord will speak to them about things every day, and through his revealed Word he will, as we open it, but direct instruction like what we see here is occasional, and occurs only after obedience is fulfilled to an earlier revelation. 

The Lord’s leading is constant, but he gives new directions when the old ones are fulfilled by obedience. Many wonder why the Lord does not speak often to them, but the answer is simple; they have not followed the first instruction, and until they do there will be no second! Refer again to the BTB study on DIVINE GUIDANCE. 

To celebrate and affirm the word of the Lord, Abram undertakes a sacrifice on the model received through the godly line of Abel and Seth. He celebrates God’s revelation by approved and acceptable worship. Remember, there is a right way to come to the Lord and an arrogantly wrong way. This is at the heart of the story of Cain and Abel, as well as being Paul’s warning to the Corinthians about the dangers of arrogant and stupid conduct at the Communion Table. Genesis 3:21, 4:3-8, also refer to 1 Corinthians 11:27-34. 

Blood sacrifice was the only way to approach God, for man had to first accept his sinful state and bring the substitutionary sacrifice. Abram puts up an altar, offers the sacrifice from the flocks, and comes before God, as a “Son of Adam”, as a sinner in need of a Saviour. He picks a place that will have lasting significance to the Jewish people later, with Bethel [House of God] on the west, and Ai [Broken Down Place] on the east. Refer to the BTB study BLOOD SACRIFICE, SALVATION – ATONEMENT, and WORSHIP.

Even in Moses day Bethel was known as Luz (Genesis 28:19), and presently is called Beitin. The liberal critics point to this historic inaccuracy as evidence that this was written, or corrected, many centuries after Moses, but the use of Bethel may be prophetic by Abram. In the clay tablet lying on the table before Moses, Abram may have recorded this place as “the house/dwelling place of God”. The nick name of Abram may have become the place name later. We will only know the truth about this in heaven, but I would be sure that I am more likely to be right than the liberal attacker of the scripture!

He journeyed through the land and marked it out, so to speak. He heads from north to south and nine things are specifically mentioned by Moses from the records he had. Abram had nine things in the land:-

[a] Sichem – meaning, a shoulder or power. While he is in the land he has power from God, because he is where he is supposed to be.

[b] Moreh – meaning instruction or teaching. He had the teaching of God in the land. He could worship and study the records he had, going back to Adam, and he could learn of God, for he was in fellowship and where he was supposed to be.

[c] Canaanites - who were an opportunity for evangelism, as well as being a potential danger. When we are where we are supposed to be, we have both opposition and opportunity.

[d] God's promise - he will receive this promise where his descendants will inherit the land. He will not live to see the promise fulfilled, but he will die in faith that his descendents will see it and rejoice in it as long as time lasts. He was right, and he is justified in his faith. So are we, when we stand with Abram.

[e] He built an altar - showing fellowship with God. God seeks our free will response to his word to us, and for that worship to be holy and acceptable to Him. We are to be as careful in our worship as Abram was, ensuring nothing evil or sinful enters and that the holiness of the Lord is celebrated and honoured properly. 

[f] He had a tent. In ancient history this period is one of the most violent in world history with most people living in seriously walled cities, yet Abraham lived in a tent, because he had faith in God. He was not unprepared to fight if he had to, and had his 300 male servants both armed and trained, but his hope was in the Lord. He was prepared like Nehemiah, who prayed with a spear in his hand, but his faith was in God, not his weapons. Nehemiah 4:14-18.

[g] Bethel - house of God. God dwells with us, and we can rest in the presence of God whenever we are in fellowship with Him. Abram knew the presence of the Lord when he stood in the place of obedience, and so do we. 

[h] Ai - heap of ruins. We as Christians are walking the line between the house of ruins, the Old Sin Nature and the House of God or spirituality. There are only two paths through this life, the narrow path of God and the broad way that leads to a heap of ruins! Matthew 7:13-14. We are either in a spiritual place of sweet fellowship in prayer with our Lord and God, or we are in the carnal place of sin.

[i] Famine in the land which provided a test for his faith. He was heading south anyway, and at a certain point there is a famine, and the food sources for his flocks dry up and blow away in the desert wind. The test is, what to do now? Egypt has food and pasture at this time, and Abram heads further south, but he heads out of the land of promise and into the place of spiritual danger, yet also the place of destiny.

It is too easy to say that Abram failed the test and went down to Egypt and stayed there, and that he should have stayed in the land of promise, for the famine was bad and it was a logical thing to do to head for where the pastures were still lush and the food could be purchased for his flocks. God had told him to go to Canaan to live there, and build another altar whenever he got confused and sought God’s plan and purpose in that situation. 

Moses does not mention another altar, or prayer guidance being sought. We mustn’t jump to accuse Abram of lack of faith here, as I once did, following my teachers, for heading to where there was food was not wrong. His grandson will be sent into Egypt to be preserved, and for the people to grow into a strong nation there. Genesis 47:27 – 48:7. Refer to BTB study of CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH, and also OVERCOMING BY FAITH 

Abram went to Egypt, which was logical, but it was not God’s plan for him to compromise his character there. Had there been prayer saturation of this decision the outcome may have been different, and that is Moses point, not that Egypt is bad and heading there always wrong. Remember, Moses was a prince of Egypt and God blessed the people through their time in Egypt. It was always however, a place of testing, and not to be escaped from by lies or deception, but gone through in faith and prayer. We want escape from our testing situations, but God often wants us to get far more than our plans for escape will give us. He has a way through every situation, and it will always involve the altar of prayer, and the path of faith. Proverbs 3:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:11-13. 

Having said these things, Egypt is nearly always the sign of worldliness in the Bible. Going down into Egypt is a sign that testing is on the agenda, and failure to follow the path of faith is a real possibility. Abraham follows logic, as we all have done, and he gets what human logic will produce. No matter how smart we are, we cannot work out all the possibilities and second guess all the other players, so our plan will always have limitations. God’s plan is without fatal dangers, for it alone is built upon all the facts from eternity past. Refer to the BTB study GOD – THE PLAN OF GOD.  

Abraham gets into what we can call a “chain sin” situation, where one miscalculation opens the door to another, and each one leads to a sin that gets steadily more serious. When we are in the wrong place spiritually, it is easy to fall into the wrong place geographically, and it is a lot easier then to fall into the wrong actions morally. God will deliver him in grace and mercy, and that is the themes of the next section. 

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION

1.
God calls us to walk in a prayer saturated manner. We are not to trust our own wisdom, but the faith wisdom of God. Proverbs 3:5-7. Let us pause and seek God’s way of seeing things, and then his way of obedience in the situation we face.

2.
In every testing situation the Lord has a way through. His way of escape is alone the one that brings blessing out of the midst of adversity and pressure. God delights in turning cursing into blessing, and he does it by worship and obedience through faith in his Word.

3.
God has a geographical will for each of us at each moment of our life. There is a plan for us and we are blessed as we follow it, and we are safe as we tread the path the Lord has prepared for us.  Look up the word “prepared” in your Bible concordance and see just how many times in scripture the Lord tells us that he has “prepared a place for us”. Let us rejoice in the Lord’s plan and his provision within the plan and let us walk with worship and obedience in the path into which he has called us.

4.
Canaan is not a picture of heaven, and Moses reminds us of that by mentioning the Canaanites in the land at this time. This is the place of adversity, of battle, of faith under pressure. It is a battlefield, but in the midst of the turmoil there is the “faith-rest of God”, as the believers rest in God’s plan and provisions and express their faith in his victory and their ultimate destiny. Let us walk through our own battlefield in Canaan rest today. 

DOCTRINES
BLOOD SACRIFICE

1. Ever since the earliest recorded time God has required a blood sacrifice for sin. It is implied by the coats of skin provided by the Lord in the garden after Adam and Eve had attempted to clothe their nakedness with leaves. Abel brought an acceptable animal sacrifice, unlike Cain's who brought an unacceptable bloodless offering.

2. The requirement for blood sacrifices was continued with Noah after the flood; (cf. the near sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham); and was established as a requirement not only by the Passover lamb but also in the Levitical offerings.

3. When recording the will of God for Israel in the matter of food and the abstinence from eating "any manner of blood" Moses states "For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."

4. It is clear from the above that the life of an innocent victim (the animal sacrifice) acted as a shadow until the once and for all payment was paid with the true sacrifice of Christ.

5. There is an absolute necessity of the unique sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as indicated by the phrase "the blood of Christ". (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:7 , Hebrews 9:22)

6. Up to the time of the once and for all sacrifice the sins of believers were set aside adjacent to them (gk. para) but since the cross they have been taken fully away.

7. The twelve elements of grace which involve the blood of Christ:-

a) The New Covenant. (Hebrews 8:8, 9:20-21)

b) The blood is the life. (John 6:53)

c) Purchase and Redemption. (Acts 20:28, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19)

d) Propitiation. (Romans 3:25)

e) Justification. (Romans 5:9)

f) Sanctification. (Hebrews 13:12)

g) Cleansing. (Hebrews 9:14, 1 John 1:7, Revelation 7:14)

h) Victory. (Revelation 12:11)

i) The blood of sprinkling. (Hebrews 10:22, 1 Peter 1:2)

j) Made nigh. (Ephesians 2:13)

k) Peace. (Colossians 1:20)

l) Boldness to enter. (Hebrews 10:19)

8. It is of interest that the resurrection body consists of flesh and bone but apparently no blood.

SALVATION - ATONEMENT:  UNLIMITED ATONEMENT

1. Definition:

a) The totally effective work of Christ on the cross to pay the penalty of sin on behalf of mankind.

b) Atonement as a noun means reconciliation after enmity and includes reparation made for wrong or injury.

c) The verb has several related meanings such as to be at one, to be in accordance, to make reparation or amends, to make up for errors or deficiencies, to reconcile.

d) In the Old Testament, the true meaning of atonement is related to the Hebrew verb "to pass over, to cover" - it is also the word for 'pitch' used to seal Noah's Ark.

2. In Old Testament times, animal sacrifices were used to cover sin.

a) God forgave and restored where sin was covered by the blood of animal sacrifices.

b) However, the true basis for atonement was not found in these animal sacrifices.  This is why the sacrifices needed to be repeated time and time again.

c) Animal sacrifices were used as a cover for sin until the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ, could be offered on the cross.

d) Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to picture the saving work of Christ.

e) The two concepts of atonement (Old and New Testament) are brought together in Romans 3:23-26)

3. Atonement is unlimited

a) When Jesus Christ was judged on the cross for sins he paid for the sins of the entire human race, not just the elect. (Romans 5:6, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

b) "Limited Atonement", the concept that Christ died for believers only is incorrect.

4. Unlimited Atonement eliminates sin in the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment.

a) When Christ died on the cross, He was judged for all sins of the human race.

b) Therefore the issue in salvation is not sin, but faith in Christ.  People choose either to accept the work of Christ (John 3:18,36), or their own "good" works to gain the approval of God.

c) Therefore, human good will be the basis of the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment. (Revelation 20:12)

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE

1. The Hebrew word used in worship is "Shoko" - to bow down.

2. The Greek words are as follows:-

a) proskueo - prostrate yourself. (1 Corinthians 14:5)

b) sebomai - lack of arrogance. (Matthew 15:9)

c) sebazomai - stand in awe. (Romans 1:25)

d) eusebeo - act with devotion. (Acts 17:23)

3. Worship is the attitude of the believer when he approaches God in awe, fear and respect. (1 Chronicles 29:20, Matthew 22:21, Romans 13:17)

4. We should never be casual or flippant with God. (John 13:13, Hebrew 10:19-21)

5. Worship is an expression of bible doctrine that a believer has in him and is applying. All expression of doctrine is worship. (Nehemiah 8:6-10, 9:3)

6. We must worship the Lord in spirit, controlled by the Spirit, and in truth, reflecting doctrine accurately. (John 4:23-24)

7. It is therefore of critical importance that we worship in accordance with biblical doctrines. This is especially important in singing as because of pleasant music it is easy to forget or ignore the meaning of the words being sung.

8. People worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:11, 9:38)

9. People who do not worship God will worship demons. (Deuteronomy 8:19-20, 11:16, 30:17-20, Romans 1:25)

10. All will eventually bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord, either for blessing or before they are judged eternally. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10)

11. In eternity there will be perfect worship as there will be perfect knowledge of doctrine. (Revelation 4:8-11)

12. Worship begins at salvation. (Mark 5:1-10, 18-20)

13. Worship expresses a believers concentration on his Lord. (Psalms 29, 66, 96 , John 12:1-11)

14. The song of worship. (1 Chronicles 16:7-36)

15. We worship through:-

a) Reading God's Word. (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, 1 Timothy 4:13)

b) Studying God's Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15)

c) Teaching God's Word. (Acts 2:42, 6:7, 12:24, 18:28, 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2)

d) Preaching God's Word. (2 Timothy 4:2)

e) The sacrifice of our praise. (Hebrews 13:15)

f) The sacrifice of our good works. (Hebrews 13:16)

g) The sacrifice of our bodies. (Romans 12:1)

h) The sacrifice of our substance. (Philippians 4:18)

i) The receiving of His Son. (John 1:11-12)

j) The keeping of the Ordinances. (1 Corinthians 11:2)

k) Through the singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, James 5:13)

l) Prayers, Intercessions, Supplications and Thanksgiving. (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 8)

16. Praise

a) Praise and thanksgiving are linked in worship. (1 Chronicles 23:30)

b) When they praised the Lord at the dedication of Solomon's Temple the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13,14)

c) Praise always glorifies God. (Psalm 50:231

d) When Paul and Silas praised God by singing hymns in prison God acted for them. (Acts 16:25)

e) The Jews were delivered when they sang praises to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:21,22)

f) Praise is important in missionary work. (Psalm 96)

g) Praise is a feature of the Godly home. (Psalm 118:15)

h) Jesus Christ praises God in the midst of the Church (Hebrews 2:12)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15-16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

GOD:  PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres around the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. Under his plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but he does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict his own character he plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, his plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

GENESIS 12:10-20
“10  And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land. 11  And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon: 12  Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. 13  Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 14  And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. 15  The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16  And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels. 17  And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife. 18  And Pharaoh called Abram and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? 19  Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 20  And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.”

REFLECTION

In verses 10-13  Abram tells Sarai to lie about their relationship so that his life may not be in danger. His sin is a mixture of lying, cowardice and worry, and it is of long duration. It is apparently something he had done since earliest days living with Sarai. Genesis 20:13. It is a weakness of Abram, and possibly also of his relationship with Sarai, for a veil was common in the ancient Middle East, and Sarai did not have to show herself to the men Abram met anyway. It was more normal for the women to be behind a tent screen than to be at the table in this day. No man need ever have seen Sarai’s beauty or sexual appeal; it was for Abram alone and should have stayed there. She has behaviour traits that lead to danger in this area, and Abram’s weakness joins with his wife’s behaviour pattern, and they both walk into danger with their agreed lies. 

If there is sexually provocative behaviour, by the man or the woman, and it is not faced, there will be disaster in any marriage. Abram is wrong here, for he adopts a ruse, a lie, when in morality and faith he would be safe. His wife is not for parading around, as his “hand bag” or trophy! Such a viewpoint by a man will open the door to adultery, and people who parade their sexual attractiveness cannot complain if they find seduction and disaster. Marriage is meant to be a safe and sexually secure place for joy together. It is not meant to be a spectator sport or team activity! Refer to the BTB study GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE. 

In today’s terminology there is a narcissistic and/or borderline personality problem in this marriage, and it is not one sided. Abram is going to learn to be humble before God and moral before men, and so is Sarai. Both receive the name change to testify to their changed faith-life approach, that is still a few years away. The error here will be repeated later again. 

Once again reflect upon the grace of God. He does not cast them both over for their repeat sin, but in mercy and patient love deals with them and protects them. Sarai could have expected to be sexually seduced by Pharaoh that first night, yet God protects her. The Lord’ hand is over us, and who amongst us cannot look back and praise God for his stopping of a sinful path that we were stupidly walking, and his protection in the foolish way we had walked! 

Let us assess the risk that Abram and Sarai faced here. God has promised a son to them in the land. Abram is not going to produce a son if he is dead, nor is Sarai going to have a son by Pharaoh, for God’s promise is by Abram. They are out of the land at this point, but they are not away from God, for none can flee from the Lord! Jonah 2:1-9. God will deliver his people, when they trust in him alone. He will lead and bring us through. Psalms 34:17, 107:43, 108:12-13, John 16:33, Acts 14:22. Abram and Sarai were safe heading into Egypt for food, if they had been walking in the Lord’s will. Their lack of safety increases in direct proportion to their plots and plans to keep themselves safe in human strength and lies. 

Abram is out of vital spiritual fellowship with the Lord; he is still a believer, but he has stopped vitally trusting the Lord through each minute, and every minute he drifts further away from blessing and further into trouble. If you are out of fellowship for any length of time you will add on sin to sin. Keeping short accounts with God is the challenge for all believers, and not walking away from the safe path he will chart for us.

 A lie does not stay still; it will always lead further and further into trouble, and the problem with lying is that you cannot recover later and tell the truth, without that too looking like a lie. Integrity is easily lost, and hard to recover again, indeed Abram will permanently lose his chance to influence this Pharaoh for the truth, for he crosses a line with his lie that this pagan king cannot forgive. Abram is still beloved of God here, but he is under great discipline for his sin. Hebrews 12:5-15. 

When they got to Egypt in verses 14-16 the Egyptians thought Sarai was very attractive and Pharaoh attempted to get her for his harem. Pharaoh acted in a proper way and paid a dowry for her to Abraham, as the tradition was to the brother, if the father was absent or dead. This pagan king acts as was the norm for honourable men in his day. As Pharaoh he could have simply seized her and killed Abram, and then taken all his wealth also. Had this man not been noble and moral Abram and Sarai’s story would have ended here!  God’s over ruling grace and mercy is seen in this incident.

Abraham would not die for Sarah. His apparent cowardice and lack of definitive action to hide his wife’s sexual appeal from other men, has opened the door to disaster. No woman should marry any man who is not ready to put his life on the line for her. Ephesians 5:25-29, Colossians 3:19. No man should marry any woman who deliberately sexually provokes interest in others, and dresses to seduce strangers. Both of them are not 100% right with each other or the Lord at this point. Paul was clear that both men and women as believers should put aside the dictates of the pagan fashion world of their day, and wear appropriate clothing that does not have as it’s intention, or result, to inflame passion in others. 1 Timothy 2:9. 

That may not be the person’s aim, but if their clothing achieves that result, then it is not well chosen for Christian witness. Sarai has drawn attention to her beauty and sexual power, and whatever she did, it has been successful. Both Abram and she are blamed for this, not just Sarai.

The Lord plagued the Pharaoh because of Sarai. God protected Sarai even though Abram did not. Abram receives great presents as a dowry for Sarai and he enjoys that, and retains that, even when he leaves. Moses draws the veil over Abram’s sin here, but the mention of presents received may indicate that Abram’s records on the clay tablets indicate he is a little too occupied with the wealth he gains, and records all he gets from Pharaoh when a man who was really worried about his wife would be more pre-occupied with other things! 

Pharaoh now challenged Abraham regarding the position of Sarai. It is a very poor witness where a pagan acts more honourably than the believer, and shows more spiritual discernment. He knows something is not right and that God has punished him for an improper act.  

He sees that God has dealt with him, and what God does indicates that he has done an unrighteous act, even though unwittingly. He takes responsibility for his actions immediately he realizes he is wrong. Pharaoh becomes a model for believers here! Abram has not acted to protect his wife, but God does. Job 34:12-19, Psalms 105:14-15, Proverbs 21:1-3, Hebrews 13:4. 

Abram now realizes that he has sinned and deals with it. Pharaoh is a moral unbeliever and tells Abraham to start treating Sarah as his wife. How embarrassing this must have been for Abram; the man who should be giving the gospel to the pagan is receiving a lesson in morality from him. He left Egypt and went back to Canaan in wealth but in shame. 

Pause here and reflect on the prosperity gospel again in light of this, for Abram is blessed financially by his time in Egypt. They bless him with money, but he has not been a blessing to them. Do not be side tracked by wealth as a sign of anything except good business or God’s grace. It does not mean the person has been walking as they ought to have. It is no indication of spirituality. Abram leaves Egypt with his tail between his legs, he has failed, but he comes out in greater wealth than he went in, and he re-enters the land, even though there is a famine. 

Now note there is no further mention of a famine, and Abram, and his people live, and so do his flocks. Possibly there was no really pressing reason to go down to Egypt at all? Moses leaves us wondering. This is an account of faith working out in life, and Moses point may have been, that it was unwise to go down to Egypt in the first place, and like Jacob, perhaps he should have stayed put and simply sent servants there to trade for food. We are left with the clear message of the importance of prayer when facing adversity, rather than quickly acting to relieve our needs with pagans, and especially the danger of living amongst them. This will become fatal for the family of Lot within a few years of this time. 

Our obedience will be a source of great blessing whilst disobedience will cause conflict and sorrow to ourselves and others. It would be two generations before the Word of God was brought to Egypt by the family of Jacob. Abraham robbed himself of the opportunity to be a clear witness to the Egyptians. He returns to Bethel, the place of blessing and offers again sacrifice on the altar. He confronts and deals with his sin and re-enters fellowship with the Lord in spirit and in truth. The altar is the sign of blessing and he returns to the place of blessing and the path of destiny for himself and his people.

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION

1.
There will be many famines in the land of battle for us, just as there were for Abram. The challenge to us is the same as his; to address the needs we have with prayer and faith, rather than negotiations with unbelievers. We are to be witnesses in the world, and so all our actions need to be underpinned by prayer and godly actions.

2.
Sarai challenges all of us to examine our clothing and behaviours to ensure we do not give sexual messages to unbelievers, rather than the Gospel message. If people are sexually aroused, or could be by the believers clothing or actions, then that believer is out of the plan for them. 


Abram appears to have been distracted by wealth and it’s acquisition, and Sarai by her attractiveness and sexual power. Both are distracted by temporal things, that are not wrong in themselves but become wrong when directed towards the wrong objects. 


Sexual desire and pleasure in marriage is approved by the Lord, but not outside of that bond. Wealth is a blessing when all we have is dedicated to the Lord, but it is a snare when we seek wealth for it’s own sake without reference to the plan of God for our life. Let us examine ourselves in these matters.

3.
God’s protective hand is over us, and he keeps his servants safe in their foolishness. Let us praise God for his protection over us at times when we strayed into things that were foolish. Let us not take advantage of this grace protection by straying further, but keep close to his path that we may be blessed more directly and serve more powerfully. 

DOCTRINES
ABRAHAM – see page 12

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE

1. Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2. Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm. (Matthew 22:30)

3. Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4. God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5. If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6. Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church. 

a) in the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do. (Romans 8:7; 10:3)

b) you submit yourself by an act of freewill. 

c) a family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive. (Romans 13:1,5)

7. Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8. Grace and the man. 

a) the man is in the role of an initiator. 

b) the man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will. 

c) the man has to show his character to the woman. 

d) the man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9. Faith and the woman. 

a) the woman is in the role of a responder. 

b) the woman makes the choice of her free will. 

c) she is the one who uses faith. 

d) the woman needs time to grow.

10. Glory revealed.

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11. Compatibility.

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12. Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13. Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage :- 

a) the death of one of the partners. 

b) the desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage. (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)

c) inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18).

d) adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh. (Matthew 5:32; 19:9)

COVENANTS

1. A covenant is a contract or agreement between God and man.

2. Some covenants are unconditional - God will fulfil them, irrespective of man's obedience.  Other covenants are conditional upon man's obedience.

3. Christ is central to all of the covenants in Scripture:

a) EDENIC - Christ is the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47).

b) ADAMIC - Christ is the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).

c) NOAHIC - Christ is the greatest son of Shem (Luke 3:36; Genesis 9:23-27).

d) ABRAHAMIC - The seed to whom the promises were made (Genesis 22:18).

e) MOSAIC - He fulfilled this covenant (Matthew 5:17).

f) PALESTINIAN - He lived as a Jew in the land and will inherit the land

g) DAVIDIC - Christ is the King of the Jews and will rule forever (Luke 1:31-33; John 19:19-22).

h) NEW - Christ's sacrifice is its foundation and focus in the Millennium (1 Corinthians 11:25).

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 13 
“RIGHTEOUS LOT” - THE CARNAL BELIEVER

You can never view the Old and New Testaments as separate entities; there is continuity in the unfolding drama of redemption, with only some elements of discontinuity within the plan. If you do not see unity, it indicates that you are entering into some form of theological error. The great themes of the scripture and the character of God are uniform throughout the history of man; we begin with God’s plan and his grace, and we end with the plan and his grace provision for all within it. 

One of the great, but sad truths of the entire drama of redemption, is the fact of carnality. This is the theological term that refers to the behaviour and state of believers when they start to act and think like unbelievers. They have spiritual life, yet live as if they are stuck in the world’s way of thinking. The fact that carnal believers exist in the church still is shown in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 where believers in that church are told to confront their carnality and stop acting like unbelievers. Refer to the BTB study SALVATION, and also, SPIRITUALITY – CARNALITY.

It is a tragedy that many of the churches nowadays do not preach sound doctrine systematically, or even the gospel fully, and so have many Christians who are staying as baby believers rather than growing in the grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18. 

As we examine the carnal believer however in the form of Lot it is important to note that the believer who acts and thinks this way is saved, once and for all, at salvation, but their lack of spiritual growth steadily erodes their earthly value to the Lord in the plan, and their witness evaporates over time. While salvation status as a member of the body of Christ is a once for all thing, we daily either act in accordance with our new nature and status, or act like our old sinful self. We face the moment by moment choice each day, as to whether we will walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit, in spirituality, or whether we will “walk like men” and be ruled by our Old Sin Nature. 

Sadly Lot chose the latter course by default. He did not intend to be carnal and face the disasters he did, but he failed to build himself in the power of the Holy Spirit. He was righteous in his initial morality, grieved by the sins that surrounded him, but he did not take Abram’s lead example in leaving Ur, and so he never did flee from Sodom. Lot stayed within an evil place, and so the corruption of that place destroyed his witness, his moral fibre, and finally his family. Refer to the BTB studies, OLD SIN NATURE, FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

The moment we are saved we are spiritual, but as soon as we get out of fellowship through sin, we become carnal. You are at any point in time, either spiritual or carnal. Most churches are like the Corinthian church, they are a mixed group, with spiritual and carnal people, who all love the Lord, but who are often not bringing glory to the Lord by their lives. Churches can be full of Christians who are living just like pagans except on Sundays when they come to church, and in such a state they will have little impact upon their world for Christ.

We now examine the case of Lot who was saved but never really got his spiritual life together 100%. As a result he lost most of his family, his wealth, but much more, his reputation, blessing and peace of mind. He ends his life caring for his two daughters and their incestuously born children, in total and absolute shame and disgrace. When we slide into sin or compromise with evil, there is no stopping the slide without confrontation with truth and correction of our life and witness by Bible doctrine being re-applied into the fabric of our daily life. 

Lot just doesn’t take God’s demand for holiness seriously enough, and in his foolishness he believes that social action will reform Sodom of it’s evil, whereas only the Gospel will. Refer to the BTB study EVIL.

You are not long in the ministry before you see people, who through habitual carnality lose almost everything, and have trouble filled lives, and are troublesome to spirit filled believers. These people consistently fail to deal with sins in their lives and live carnally, and they will absorb most of the effort of all church counsellors, and be the main source of distraction for the pastoral staff. The issue is wrongful thinking leading to wrongful actions, and the remedy is confession of sin, thorough and regular Bible study, and application of the truths of the Word into life. Anything short of thorough correction of wrongful thinking patterns will continue to see such people slide into disasters and drag others in behind them.

LOT – AN OVERVIEW (Refer to the BTB study at the end of this section for further points)

Lot, the nephew of Abraham, left Ur with him (Genesis 11:31).  His name means "secret self-seeking".  He certainly lived up to his name. Both Abraham and Lot had become very rich by the time they leave Haran, with so much wealth in cattle and other animals that they were unable to stay together because the land would not support the joint stock herds. (Genesis 13:6) This caused friction between the shepherds of Abraham and those of Lot. (Genesis 13:7) Abraham tries to defuse the situation (Genesis 13:8). Abraham now offers Lot first choice of grazing land (Genesis 13:9); something he didn’t have to do as the senior man. Abraham is operating in the grace will of God for his life at this point.

Lot, the now carnal believer, surveys the scene, sees the green pastures of the Jordan valley before him and decides to choose that area, near the great city state of Sodom. (Genesis 13:11) Abraham decides to leave his choice with the Lord and takes the area that Lot doesn’t select – the hill country of Judea.  Lot is selfish, pleasure centred, seeking the easy path, and self centred, and so, like all who take the “broad way”, Matthew 7:13, his choice eventually causes his downfall.  Abraham relies on the Lord and succeeds. The powerful Principle here is to be seen clearly even before we start the study. When you put your life in the hands of the Lord you will never be cheated or miss out.  You never lose if you let God choose.

GENESIS 13:1-18
“1  And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 2  And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 3  And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai; 4  Unto the place of the altar, which he had make there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the LORD. 5  And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 6  And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. 7  And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 8  And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 9  Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left. 10  And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 11  Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 12  Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 13  But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly. 14  And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 15  For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 16  And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 17  Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 18  Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD.”

REFLECTION

THE LIFE OF THE CARNAL BELIEVER CONTRASTED TO THE BLESSING UPON THE SPIRITUAL

Lot prospers in his choice, and for a long time he appears to have won, and obtained the best portion. His flocks are out on the plains, and he moves into town to a mansion and even becomes a judge in Sodom.  This is shown by the phrase "he sat in the gate" (Genesis 19:1). He does not separate from the most degenerate city on earth at that time. Lot, as the carnal believer, shows various characteristics in Genesis 19, and they will lead to the loss of everything.  He emphasizes time in his thinking rather than eternity.  He emphasizes reform rather than regeneration; he follows the social gospel and acts as a judge rather than an evangelist. This city of Sodom does not need more justice; it actually needs salvation.  

Most denominations today preach a form of social gospel; of reform rather than regeneration.  Every time man tries to do this he falls. e.g. Communism.  When man allows God’s power to be set loose into his society to do a saving work, then he will see a time of revival and great spiritual prosperity, but the social gospel produces only more deception and finally judgment.  God stresses the individual’s need for salvation as the first principle of reform of any nation.

Verses 1-4.   And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 2  And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 3  And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai; 4  Unto the place of the altar, which he had make there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the LORD.

Abram steadily heads back to the geographical place of blessing and there he worships the Lord at the altar again. Moses refers to two specific things in these verses also. The first is that Lot is with him and has been there in Egypt. Abram has not set a good example to Lot in Egypt, and their mutual focus upon building their wealth will be one of the factors that lead into the mischief that follows. Abram returns to living fellowship with the Lord, but the wealth factor is still central in both men’s lives and that has not been dealt with by Abram at this point. Since leaving Ur these two men have been distracted, with one eye on worship of the true God, and the other on wheeling and dealing for wealth. 

From the reference to the wealth of Abram that Moses makes, I suspect that there was a full list in the clay tablets of what Abram had as he left Egypt. Abram is still obsessed with wealth and his status as a man with a beautiful wife. He is a celebrity in his own eyes at this point, and God must change him, and He does within months. Moses simply identifies that Abram had a great quantity of gold and silver, and I suspect Moses has read just how much there was. 

He doesn’t record it for us, because such facts are irrelevant to God’s purpose, although Abram is still impressed by what he has at this point. God will ensure that Abram has enough to do what he is called to, but Abram has to learn to walk away from central focus upon the wealth index for judging his life. This is what he will achieve in this chapter, and it will open the door to evangelism of the first Canaanites who will be saved.

Abram is back at the place of worship and he is able to rest and reflect upon what the Egyptian experience really means for him, especially as the famine has eased. There is still a shortage of fodder, but he is able to worship and think now. He is hungrier now for fellowship with God, than for more wealth, Psalms 26:5-8, 42:1-2, 65:1-2, 84:1-2, 10-12, Ephesians 6:14-19.

Verses 5-7  And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 6  And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. 7  And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 

Wealth without spiritual focus to give it meaning, and modify its lust, will lead to self-centeredness and argument, and so it does here. The servants from both men’s camps end up fighting each other. Blood is shed in this fighting; it is not a bit of yelling and pushing; very likely swords are drawn. These men were heavily armed in these days and this was serious strife, and was a bad look in front of the pagans, to whom both groups were supposed to be witnessing. 

The after effects of the drought bring tempers to a boiling point and the staff are only reflecting the performance targets that their masters have given them. They are desperate for grazing and water, and it is clear from their desperate battle with each other, that they have been told by Lot and Abram to “go for it”, and get the land and water, and that they are being assessed for production and stock losses, and are being judged if they lose too many animals to the drought. 

Financial and business pressure is driving this, and the two older men are responsible for this atmosphere of rivalry. This is as bad an atmosphere as any lean and mean money hungry corporate business in today’s world. It is a toxic business environment and the Lord holds these men responsible for it, and Abram as the senior man rightly, if belatedly, takes action.

They are both wealthy and are locked in a rivalry to be better and bigger than the other. There was no way that they could stay close to each other. The battle was over cattle space, rather than sheep or goats, so it was the best pasture that was being fought over, for the smaller animals could fare on rougher land. 

Strife is a biblical sign of carnality. Heated argument is a sign that people are self centred and have forgotten their godly ambassadorial role upon the earth. The behaviour of these men is a sign that their masters have operated in a spirit of carnality for some time. This is a fruit of the Old Sin Nature, and God has called Abram to live at a different level, and in the power of God he is able to, as are we all. Galatians 5:16-22, Titus 3:3-7, James 3:14-18, 4:1-3.  Refer to the  BTB study on FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, FRUIT OF THE OLD SIN NATURE and also WALKING.

Verses 8 – 13.  And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 9  Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left. 

Abram now takes the leadership role, a role he should have exercised many months before this. He seizes the opportunity and directly addresses the real issue; there should not be strife between them as two groups of believers. The fact that he identifies that the strife is between not just the herdsmen, but between Lot and himself tells us that he has been neglectful of problem solving for too long. Their witness has been bad, and the Lord holds them responsible for this. Colossians 4:5, 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12, 1 Peter 2:11-12. These are all commands to be sure that our witness towards unbelievers is spirit filled, and not Old Sin Nature driven. We are judged for these things. Colossians 2:18.

It is the spiritual believer’s responsibility to be a problem solver, and a restorer of relationships, where they can be restored. We are tasked by the Lord with the role of peace maker. Matthew 5:9, 1 Corinthians 6:1-11, Philippians 2:14, Hebrews 12:14, James 3:17-18. 

This last verse is a serious one, reminding us that if we cannot work out our problems with men, then there is a block in our soul, and that has already separated us from God at that point! No one can please God who falls out with people over things that can be solved or resolved. Abram faces the issue now and his actions and words here are going to be true fruit of the Spirit.  We are instructed in good business dealings in the scripture and the instructions are clear on this point that those without brotherly love are without a real relationship with Christ, whatever else they may say. Refer to Romans 12:9-19, Ephesians 4:1-3, 1 Peter 1:22, 2:17, 3:8, 4:8, 2 Peter 1:5-8, 1 John 2:9-11, 3:14-19, 4:7, 20-21.  

Abram having taken the initiative finally to resolve this, identifies that they must physically separate to have any chance of relationship resolution over time. Sadly the conflict has gone too deep for resolution and friendship to be immediately restored, but with time he hopes it may be. He then gives Lot the first choice as to where he is to go, and accepts that by doing so he will have second choice, and certainly second best. Abram casts himself into the hands of God alone here. He steps back and by so doing places his destiny in the Lord’s hands alone. Romans 12:18, 1 Corinthians 6:7, Hebrews 12:14.

By so doing Abram also accepts responsibility for the problem, and therefore accepts that Lot as the junior man should have first choice, even though seniority would give him that option. This is the noble path, and the correct one for a true leader, for by so doing Abram recognizes, that as the senior man he has failed to solve the problem before it came to this point. Abram, by doing this seeks to win Lot’s favour back by his noble gesture, with a hope that spiritually he may be able to assist him at some later point. 

Abram seeks to restore fellowship with this man, even if it costs him seriously financially to do so.  This is a good study in leadership recovery after failure to exercise good problem management. True biblical leadership takes responsibility for failures to exercise it’s function and takes definitive action to resolve what can be resolved, and end conflict quickly. Refer to the EBCWA LEADERSHIP MANUAL for a full discussion of biblical leadership principles.

10  And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 11  Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 12  Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 13  But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly. 
Lot is a carnal believer, seeing only as a pagan sees, and thinking only by means of his Old Sin Nature. He thinks of obvious sources of wealth, and obvious resources on that particular day. He looks down at the Vale of Sodom. Moses uses the phrase on the clay tablet exactly as Abram has carved it, for this area is totally changed by Moses day. It was in Abram’s day an incredibly fertile area, up to 1000 feet below sea level, with a micro-climate, lots of water and lush vegetation. It was like the Garden of Eden. 

Lot makes his choice and heads east. There are no ceremonies, no altar, no prayer for blessing, no pleasantries, just the sad separation of men who used to be friends, and were still relatives, but would not see one another again for some time, and then only after tragedy. Genesis 14:1-12, Proverbs 27:10, Hebrews 10:24-25.

Moses uses the very phrases and place names that have survived in clay tablets from Ebla, from 300 years before Abram. None of these cities will survive the tectonic explosion that forms the Dead Sea, and the only extra-biblical record of these cities existence for 4000 years was discovered on these tablets from Ebla in the 1960s of our era. Until that time no-one had evidence in the modern world that the record of Moses was correct, but the Ebla discovery records the trade of that great city with Sodom, Gomorrah and the five cities of the plain, exactly the phrase Moses uses later. The clay tablets he had from Abram, and used to write Genesis, record truth, not myth. We have history before us here, not fanciful invention. 

Lot selects with his eyes, not his spiritual discernment; he sees water, greenery and lush palm forests. In the tail end of a drought the Vale of Sidim/Sodom was a beautiful place, and so why wouldn’t you select it? We don’t get baffled when we look at Lot’s choice, it is the normal human one, but that is Moses point here. This man does not figure on other things that the Holy Spirit would have directed him on differently. He does not factor in the evil of the people of the cities of the plain.  

Their homosexuality has become a byword through the ages, but their murderous hunger for new sexual pleasures would lead them into even greater evils, as we will see in Genesis 19. God will surely judge those who go into such evils and stay there, but there is forgiveness available right up until the last minute, but they must be convicted and transformed by God’s power. Lot does not keep his moral distance from this evil place. Lot pitched his tent close by Sodom, and it’s influence will overwhelm him, and the next time we meet him he is in the city. He, as a carnal believer, has no spiritual power to withstand it’s evil and witness to the alternative truth of the holy God.

The early church was made up of just such evil people as made up Sodom, transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 1:9, 3:8-11, Ezekiel 16:44-50, Matthew 9:10-13, 11:23-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 2 Peter 2:4-9. The people of Sodom could have been saved, but not by the work of a carnal believer. Lot’s chance to be an evangelist was only from outside their city with a holy and visibly different life, not from within their sphere of influence, where his compromises ruined his testimony and destroyed his family. Refer to the BTB study, EVANGELISM.

Lot ignores the moral reputation of the place, and the attendant dangers to his life, and the dangers to the morality and spirituality of his family. He does not see that to stand in such an evil place he and his family need to walk closely with the Lord in spirit and in truth. He also does not factor in the obvious attractiveness of this area, due to it’s great wealth, to the kings of other areas. The very reason he selects it, is the reason others will lust after it’s wealth and come to seize it by force. 

It was an obvious place to attack, and in such dangerous times, warfare was predictable. In such a time, should he have sought the flat plains where heavy chariot forces and cavalry can move quickly and easily overwhelm a tented encampment? This will be the reason that he enters into the city of Sodom itself later. To live on flat land in a time of chariot warfare is to live on what the great Chinese General Sun Tzu later called “Dying Ground”. Lot had selected without discernment and would pay with the loss of all his goods, and all his family except two incestuous daughters. Refer below for the continued story in Genesis 19.

Abram does not weep or wail over his apparent “second best” choice, for it is in fact the best option. He has the high country, which is difficult for armies to move through, and unsuited for the great heavy chariot armies of the day. It has many places to hide in and sheltered places from weather and evil men. Abram clearly has made a covenant to pray for Lot and for his blessing, for we will see his intercession on Lot’s behalf in Genesis 18 below, and his readiness to use all his military strength to rescue Lot. Genesis 14. 

Abram has separated from his nephew, but his heart is still bound to this man, who he knows he has failed, by his own poor example and his failure to act to stop financial competition getting to this place. Abram remains ready to pray, and I believe does so daily for Lot, and he is ready and prepared to act to save him if he can, risking his own life in the process. This also is our call when we separate from any carnal believer. Galatians 5:25 – 6:4. Refer to the BTB study SEPARATION. If we have failed to act as we should in the past, we have the God given burden to pray for them into the future.

Verses 14-18.  And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 15  For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 16  And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 17  Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 18  Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD

Notice the first words here. The Lord speaks with Abram after he has separated from Lot. When we compromise our faith in our associations with those who are not moving forward spiritually, we hinder the work of the Spirit within us and through us. When we fail to influence them for truth and spiritual advance, we need to separate ourselves from them and their organizations and move on to the Lord’s goals for our life, under the Spirit’s power. Abram can claim God’s character and promises, and rest in the certainties associated with God’s plan for him and his descendents according to faith. Psalms 37:21-40.

Lot believes he has the land of Sodom for his inheritance, but the whole land is given to Abram, and Lot’s blessing was only by association with Abram. God repeats the blessing and promise of the entire land to Abram. Lot’s tenure is temporary, indeed will only be a few years, before he flees into the Arabian mountains forever. Abram is encouraged to “lift up his eyes” in faith and see well into the future and see his seed inheriting the land. He is encouraged to look beyond the present reality to see the final one under God. None who stand against the promises of God will remain standing long. Isaiah 49:18, 60:4. 

As Moses read these things in the clay tablets his heart must have raced within him, for the Lord refers back to these very promises in his words to him. Exodus 33:1-3, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 26:1-4. The psalmist also looks back and gives praise for this truth 500 years after Moses. Psalms 105:8-16.

In verse sixteen the promise regarding Abram’s posterity is repeated also. He will have descendents that are more numerous than the dust of the earth. He is told that it will be hard to number his descendents, such will be their number. If we calculate his physical and spiritual children, this indeed makes sense, for all those, Arab and Jew who descend from this man are in the million millions, and add to them the believers down the ages of other races and you have a vast multitude beyond man’s comprehension to number and conceive of. Lot’s choice has not changed the plan of God for Abram, nor has it reduced his blessing by one millimetre! 

God’s plan is not altered, nor are we disadvantaged by any decision of man against us. We are in God’s hands, and evil or foolish men can do nothing to alter or detract from our blessing at the hands of God. Let us rejoice and worship, as Abram worshipped. This verse became an encouragement to further faith-rest walking for the early church, and so let it be for us an encouragement and a strength. Romans 4:13-25, Hebrews 11:8-16.

Abram is encouraged to walk again through the land and re-claim it by faith. The Lord will often call us to reclaim promises and relay our foundations, so that we might be strengthened as we rest securely upon the foundational doctrines of our faith. To study old truths again is a good thing. I rejoice in the advice I was given to read through the four gospels every year, lest I forget the words of the Lord Jesus Christ in my theological study elsewhere. It was good advice and has corrected many false theologies down the years when I have done it!

In verse 18 Moses records that Abram builds another altar, this time in the plains of Mamre, and it will be here that he leads several tribal leaders to the Lord. He is now operating in worship in the heart of the land. Note he is in a plain, but he does not have danger, for he is in his tent, and he is in the place of fellowship. The danger of the enemy raider or invader is still real, and will become actual in the next chapter, but Abram is in prayer and worship at his altar daily, and so is well warned of the Lord, when he needs to head into the hills again for safety. With the Lord there is security in all the places he leads us.  Psalms 16:1-9, 23:1ff,  

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION
1. 
You never lose when you let God choose for you. In times of testing decision making, saturate the area with prayer, and make your prayer for the Lord’s will, and ensure yours is held captive by the Word and the desire to see the Lord honoured and glorified. Be prepared to apparently “lose” before men, in order that you may win before God.

2.
We are here on this earth as the Lord’s ambassadors, and as such our “country” is heaven, and it is there that our true wealth ought to be. Let us ensure that our aim is spiritual wealth, not financial success here and now. The wealth we carry into heaven is the praise of the souls we have led to the Lord and encouraged to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. Our bank account and our property passes to others, but the saved who praise our name enter heaven with us, and we receive blessing forever from this spiritual work accomplished.

3.
Separation is only for greater service to the Lord, not for more comfort and relaxation , and less stress in life. Separation does not have as it’s aim peace and pleasure, but opportunity and harder, more focused work for the Lord. Abram separates from Lot, but works harder for Lot’s welfare, through prayer, and in battle. Nothing has a self centred purpose in the Lord’s work; all we do is for greater service and focused godly purpose.

4.
The eyes of human discernment may deceive us at times; what appears to be good from a human viewpoint may not be so at all. Lot does not utilize spiritual power to discern things, and so he loses even that which he has! He overlooks basic security considerations, and trusts in the walls of Sodom rather than the power of the living God.


Remember the lessons of Luke 12:16-21. Those who seek, by human means to save their own lives and prosper themselves, will lose their lives and their goods. Matthew 16:25-26, Mark 8:35-36, Luke 9:24-25, 17:33, John 12:25. The fact that this principle is repeated in every Gospel reminds us of it’s centrality for our survival.  If we are not clear about this principle, we can be clear about the certainty of eventual disaster.

5.
In the place of fellowship with the Lord there is safety and security, for the Lord warns of trouble, and provides a way of escape for all testing that will come. 1 Corinthians 10:13. Abram and his people are safe, secure, prosperous and evangelical, and this will bear fruit in his life witness, and lead to the deliverance of Lord from the enemy army that is about to sweep through the lands.

DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION see page 20

LOT - CARNALITY

1. SCRIPTURE: Genesis 11:27, 19:36; Luke 17:28.36; 2 Peter 2:7-9.

2. BIOGRAPHY: 

Lot was the nephew of Abraham, the son of Haran (Genesis 11:27,31; 12:5). He was born in Ur of the Chaldees and migrated to the city of Haran with his grandfather Terah and his uncle and aunt, Abram and Sarai.  After the death of Terah at Haran (Genesis11 :32), Lot continued into the land of Canaan and Egypt with Abram.  In Canaan, Lot prospered, concentrating on cattle production.  With Abram also becoming wealthy in cattle, problems broke out between their employees because of a lack of grazing land.  As a result, Lot and Abram parted ways: Lot choosing to descend into the plains near the Dead Sea and Sodom (Genesis 13:11).  The cities of the plains were raided and routed by the four kings from the east under Chedorlaomer, Lot being captured with all his goods and taken towards Damascus. Abraham, hearing of his nephew's plight, pursued Chedorlaomer and defeated him; rescuing Lot, who proceeded to move into Sodom.  

Because of its wickedness, God determined to destroy Sodom and its sister town Gomorrah. Abraham, warned by messengers from God, pleaded for its preservation (Genesis18:23-32). The messengers proceeded into Sodom to arrange for Lot to be spared from the approaching judgement.  Lot showed weakness of character by offering a lusting homosexual mob his virgin daughters rather than his male guests.  Lot left Sodom with his wife and two daughters and went to the city of Zoar (Genesis19:23), the only city of the five plains cities not destroyed by God.  Lot relocated to a cave near Zoar where his daughters made him drunk and committed incest on successive nights; their union creating the Moabite and Ammonite nations.  Ruth, an ancestor of David and Jesus, was a Moabite. Despite his failings, Lot is called a righteous man (2 Peter 2:7.9).

3. EVALUATION

On their return from Egypt, Lot looks across the plains (Genesis 13:11).

He sees it is well-watered, garden-like, just like Egypt (Genesis 13:10).

He separates from Abram (Genesis 13:12).

Lot goes to dwell in the cities with unbelievers (Genesis 13:12).

Sodom was a very wicked place (Genesis 13:13).

Judgement by military defeat is inflicted on the city of Sodom and Lot is taken captive (Genesis 14:12).

Lot is rescued by his uncle Abram (Genesis 14:16).

He returns, however, to live in Sodom (Genesis 19:1).

Messengers from God arrive to warn him and have to be strongly persuaded to stay with him (Genesis 19:2,3).

Homosexuals crowd around his house (Genesis 19:4,5).

Whilst protecting his visitors from their lustful advances, he offers his unmarried daughters to the mob (Genesis 19:7,8).

Lot tries to warn his sons-in-law but they laugh at him (Genesis 19:14).

Lot is led out of Sodom and goes to Zoar (Genesis 19:15-22).

God judges Sodom (Genesis 19:24).

He dwells in the mountains with his daughters and they commit incest (Genesis19:30-38).

4. PRINCIPLES

Lot and Abram are contrasting figures. Lot is carnal while Abraham is spiritual.

The carnal person :

i) Views life's problems through physical eyes (Colossians 3:2).

ii) Chooses what seems best from a human viewpoint (Mark 10:22).

iii) Leaves believing companions to dwell with unbelievers (Luke 15:13).

iv) He ignores gross immorality and has no discernment (I Corinthians 5:9).

v) He shares by association the judgement of unbelievers (Acts 2:40).

vi) Even though rescued, he falls back into bad associations (2 Peter 2:22).

vii) He has no sense of protection, and compromises with wickedness (I Corinthians 15:33).

viii) He has no impact with unbelievers (Joshua 7:11-13).

ix) He can get involved in highly immoral acts (Galatians 5:16.18).

God, however, protects the carnal believer (Luke 15:4.7).

God still regards Lot as a righteous man because he is a believer. Lot was not lost.

SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4. We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE

1. We are born with a nature, inherited from Adam, which is against God and prone to sin (Ephesians 2:1, Romans 5:12).

2. The old sin nature is perpetuated in the human race by physical birth (Psalm 51:5, 1 Timothy 2:13, 14).

3. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

4. Names for the old sin nature:

a) Flesh - Galatians 5:16

b) Old Man - Ephesians 4:22, Colossians 3:9

c) Carnal - Romans 7:14

d) Sin - Romans 5:12 

e) Heart - Jeremiah 17:9

f) Member - Colossians 3:5.

5. The believer continues to have an old sin nature after salvation (1 John 1:8, 1 Corinthians 3:1).

6. The believer under the control of the old sin nature is called carnal (Romans 7:14, 1 Corinthians 3:1-3).

7. The old sin nature frustrates true production of the Christian life (Romans 7:15).

8. The old sin nature has two tendencies (Romans 6:6)

a) Area of weakness - pushes us towards lawlessness and sins (Hebrews 12:1)

b) Area of strength - pushes us towards asceticism and self-righteousness (Isaiah 64:6).

9. The old sin nature is not found in the resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23).

10. Victory over the old sin nature is by achieved by considering your old life dead, surrendering to God, confessing sin and relying upon the filling of the Spirit (Romans 6:6,11, Colossians 3:9-10).

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE – THE FRUIT OF

1. The fruit of the old sin nature falls under four categories:

a) Sensual 

b) Religious 

c) Social 

d) Personal

2. SENSUAL

a) fornication – porneia – illicit sexual activity or any sexual activity other than with your partner.

b) uncleanness ‑ akatharsia ‑ all acts of indecency and uncleanliness that shock people, this includes abnormal sexual acts

c) lasciviousness ‑ aselgeia ‑ unrestrained lust ‑ people who are having sex for their own personal gratification, treating other people as sexual objects for their pleasure. Paul recognises that we are tempted in all these areas. Matthew points out that it is not only the doing of these acts but the thinking of these acts which are sins.

3. RELIGIOUS

a) idolatry ‑ eidoltria ‑ worship of things other than God

b) witchcraft ‑ pharmakeia ‑ this involved magic, astrology, séances and sorcery.

c) hatred ‑echtros ‑ this is unrestrained rage without a reason. You get so angry that no one can talk to you at all.


iv) strife ‑ eris ‑ contentiousness ‑ this is argumentation in regard to Bible teaching and spiritual matters. 

4 SOCIAL

a) jealousy ‑ zelos ‑ a bitter hatred towards another person who has something that you want. This is the father of all the other sins.

b) wrath ‑ thermos ‑ this is getting hot headed or flaring up. I f the person does not control the power of a hot temper they are under the power of the old sin nature and not the Holy Spirit. If you get this type of trouble at a church meeting you turn to the Word of God.


c) seditions ‑    ‑ this is faction forming

d) heresies ‑ this is one step forward from seditions and is a person who wishes to build on the factions. An example would be the KJV group. By separating on the basis of the KJV alone you have fallen into far more evil than is present in variations in the versions.


e) evil ‑ this is tied into jealousy eating away at the souls of people who harbour resentment.

5. PERSONAL

a) drunkenness ‑ methai ‑ drinking alcohol to excess is not a sickness it is a sin. It is an inherited weakness, if your father is an alcoholic you should not touch alcohol at all because it is a weakness in the family. Avoid places where you could be tempted. If you have a weakness towards alcoholism you must deal with it.

b) revellings ‑ jomoi ‑ which means hell raising, a person who cannot bear silence but has to be drowned in noise all the time. Their life is empty and has no purpose but as long as they party vigorously and run from function to function they do not have to worry about their sin and the pointlessness of their life. When you are tempted to sin think about the Lord. Paul now adds and such like which means that if he has not hit their particular weakness they should fill in the blanks.

6. We all have weaknesses and unless you are on guard you fall every time. You have to ascertain your weakness and set your guard against it. God's way is to walk in the Spirit that is the way to deal with it.

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterized by ecstatics)

EVIL

1. DEFINITION: Evil is Satan's policy in opposition to God's doctrine. Evil is therefore a collection of beliefs and practises that back up Satan's viewpoint rather than God’s.

2. Evil is not necessarily bad, it is simply a policy that will take you away from the path that God prepared for you. 

3. False religion may be very moral and even ascetic (and therefore look "holy"), but if it is leading people away from God's revealed will it is evil.

4. Often evil can masquerade as "good". People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil doctrine. Romans 7:19,20,    

5. Only God’s Word, Bible Doctrine can help the believer distinguish between true good and evil, Hebrews 3:13,14.

6. Only a soul saturated in God’s Word is truly protected from the subtlety of Satan's policy of evil. Proverbs 2:10-14, 3:7, 19:23.

7. Only applied knowledge of God's Word negates and neutralises evil. Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21,   Isaiah 45.

8. The issue for the believer is the daily choice to accept God's Word and therefore protect oneself against evil.  God watches for our choices. Proverbs 11:18,19, 22:3, 24:1-4, Ephesians 5:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3.

9. The company of evil people will distort the thinking of the believer and confuse his/her witness. Isaiah 5:20,  1 Corinthians 15:23.

10. There is no evil in God at all. Psalm 5:4, 1 John 1:5, 4:4.

11. God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire for ever at the final judgement.  Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff

12. In spite of evil still existing in the world due to Satan's on-going presence throughout the Church Age, the Lord is still on the throne, and his hand is on all things. 

13. Satan only does things by "permission" and we are in the Lord's hands and so are, in Christ, safe. Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45 : 6, 7.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  WALKING AND LIVING IN THE LIGHT

1. Light is a metaphor of God's manifestation in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and his work. John 1:4, 8:12, 9:5, 12:46

2. The Lord's coming was prophesied in Isaiah 49:6 cf Acts 13:47

3. Light was seen in the darkness of the world. Matthew 4:16, Luke 2:32

4. The Lord brought life and light to the gospel. 2 Timothy 1:10

5. We as believers are light bearers Matthew 5:14-16, or sons of the light . John 12:36. The Lord is to be seen in us.

6. We are children of the light 1 Thessalonians 5:5, 1 Peter 2:9, Ephesians 5:8, John 11:9,10

7. Doctrine is the light of the soul 1 Peter 1:19.

8. Satan is an angel of light and the distorter of the truth. 2 Corinthians 11:14.

9. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

10. The Lord's resurrection body was composed of light Matthew 17:2.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM

1. All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2. Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3)

3. The gospel is "good news".

4. Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved. (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33)

5. What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15)

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

d) Man's negative will - God consciousness - Gospel hearing.

6. Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgment because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41)

7. The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14)  

8. The Bible is the weapon of witnessing. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

9. Biblical Pattern of Witnessing. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v.1 )

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition. (v.2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down - (v.3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man. (v.4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel. (v.5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v 10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self reliant. (v.10-12)

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16):  you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11. Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM – FISHERS OF MEN

We are fishers of men Matthew 4:19

1. A fisherman needs to be prepared and equipped to do the task. You need to be walking in the Spirit and you need to know the gospel. We need to be prepared in knowledge and power. Quite often you need to be trained.

2. The fishermen go to where the fish are. As a believer you must be in contact with unbelievers so that you can individually target them. This is why monasticism is wrong.

3. Fishermen are patient. They wait. They know the fish are there but they wait until the right time to cast the bait. You do not waste your bait but walk under the guidance of the Holy Spirit so that when you recognise that someone is under the conviction of the Holy Spirit you can fish successfully. You work with unbelievers and look for an opportunity provided by the Holy Spirit to give the gospel. 

You do not give them the gospel when they are five kilometres away. Ignorant Christians are blurting out the gospel to unbelievers who have not been prepared and consequently are disturbing the fish. They are not sensitive, they are not waiting seeing what the Spirit is doing. In Acts the people who were being added to the church were those who were being saved by the work of the Holy Spirit.

4. Fishermen know what bait to use and the different approaches to catch all sorts of fish. You do not have the same bait for all fish. Paul for instance gave a different message in Athens compared to what he gave in Phillipi. This is the danger of having just one tract in your pocket as it constrains you in your approach. You have to be flexible and know where the people are so that it will be meaningful to them and meet them where they are. Paul in Acts 16 is talking to philosophers so he comes in at a different level than in other cases.

5. Fishermen concentrate on fish and not the fishpond. You are to fish for fish and not try and clean the fishpond. We should be concerned with the souls of men and not cleaning up the environment. 1 Peter 1:17, Ephesians 5:16, Colossians 4:5, 1 Corinthians 9:22

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 14
OVERVIEW OF THE BATTLE OF THE SLIME PITS

Abraham has separated from his carnal nephew Lot. Here we see an example of the door being opened for the carnal believer to return and be rescued by a spiritual believer. This involved the war between the Kings of the Plains and a group of kings under a great Mesopotamian king named Chedorlaomer. In this day kings would expand their dominions by alliances and confederations and seize control of the political power of other states. The result was to form a trading empire that greatly enriched the kingdom through or to, which the wealth flowed. 

Chedorlaomar was such an imperial king, and like the great kings of Babylon and Ur he had established quite a power base, covering much of the Middle East. He did not try to directly rule by placing garrisons in cities, but by treaty, alliance, and threat. In today’s term he ran a Mafia type operation, where the fear that others had of him and possible death at his hands kept everyone in line and paying their annual tribute to keep his army away from them

Elam, where Chedorlaomer came from, is now in Iran where Esther was going to operate some 1500 years later. He was the chief of a confederation of kings and a very powerful person receiving tribute or taxes from nation states that were obliged to him for his protection, right down to the Dead Sea region. The kings of the plains of the Jordan Valley were in effect paying protection money to him. 

We are reminded again here of the Lord’s temptation in Matthew 4:8-10. Satan offered the Lord the rulership of the kingdoms of the world, and they were apparently his to offer, for the Lord does not debate his offer, but accepts it was a legitimate one. Politics is about power, and the satanic influence over the powerful interactions of rulers and their nations has been a fact of life in this fallen world since it’s inception. Men love to be called “lord” and to exercise power over others. Chedorlaomar is no different to others, but more successful than most.

We are not told of his first attack into the region, which must have led to these cities surrendering to him and paying his tribute as their superior. Moses may have had that information in the tablets, but omits it, for he is only interested in how this second invasion affects Lot, and demonstrates Abram’s love for his carnal brother. Remember, Moses is an editor, and selects only the information that is useful to the theme of redemption. He is not writing a history of his times, for these tablets record things that at the time were well known and well recorded in the archives of all the nations. 

The liberals who attack these chapters as mythic history tell their story as if there was not a great deal written at the time, yet archaeology discovers vast clay tablet libraries and archives in each place. Moses will mention all the kings by name. Their names mean nothing to us, but in his day other nations archives could be checked and the truth of Moses words checked out. He is recording things so that the people who hear his words can check them, verify them, and so trust the record here and believe, and so depend upon his revelation later. God’s revelation is historical throughout; it is evidence that demands a verdict! 

The people of the valley by the time we enter Genesis 14 feel that they were powerful enough to take on the Elamites, and throw off their rulership, but they were wrong. Chedorlaomer left Iran, and followed the Fertile Crescent caravan routes, traversed Iraq and came down through Syria into Canaan. This was a classic military strategy to deal with any enemy in the Vale of Sodom. He did not come down the rift valley from the north, where he would be watched for by the Plains people, but fought the Rephadim, who were giants, in the hills of Canaan, and surprised the cities of the Plain by an attack from their side (west) and rear (south). 

In the ancient world the troops would come down, they would kill any of the men who opposed them, sell the rest of the population as slaves, and the troops were paid out of the plunder from the cities, and the sale of their people and goods. This made it a great incentive to complete the military task, for the soldiers only received plunder as wages, so they were hungry for it. The invading army came right down to Kadesh Barnea, and having eliminated the possibility of reinforcements for the kings of the valley, they then turned north. If they had come down the rift valley the kings of the valley would have been on higher ground and would have had reinforcements in the hills, and could all have fled there easily, but by his strategy Chedorlaomar had cut off both their reinforcements and way of escape for all but a few.

There were five cities in the plain that were then attacked. Recently a clay tablet has been discovered in Ebla in Syria that noted cities with which Ebla traded at this particular time. The five cities of the plain were listed on the tablet in exactly the same order as those given in Genesis 14:2,8.  These cities were flourishing at the time of Abraham and Lot. This tablet not only shows archaeological evidence of the existence of these cities but also that good written records were in existence at the time of Abraham. When you talk about Genesis being history, keep on remembering that you are on solid ground. Go on line and check the entry EBLA and read the tablets there, or in texts in your local library.

It is recorded that the battle of the Valley of Sodom, where the city states of the area fought the Elamites, occurred where there were slime pits containing natural gas, oil and bitumen. By fighting amongst these pits and marshes, that the locals knew well, they tried to gain the advantage and limit the use of the enemy’s chariot forces. It was a good strategy, but they lost! The kings of the valley fled north, the king of Gomorrah being killed whilst the king of Sodom survived and was able to get away with some of his army into the hills of Arabia. The invading army, having taken their prisoners as slaves, took Lot and his family as prisoners of war, with them also, as they headed north, back to Elam.

GENESIS 14:1-10

“1  And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations; 2  That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. 3  All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. 4  Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5  And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emins in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 6  And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is by the wilderness. 7  And they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar. 8  And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim; 9  With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five. 10  And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain. 11  And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way.”

REFLECTION

LOT HAS COMPROMISED WITH EVIL

Notice how careful Moses is with his listing of names and places that can be checked in his own day. He is writing for the Exodus Generation directly, and they are passing through the very territory that he mentions. He specifies these places and names so that the people are grounded in history, and the certainty that if this pagan king defeated these people of Canaan, then the children of Israel will surely get the victory under God’s direction and power. 

On a Bible map check these places out and through an internet search engine, or Bible Encyclopaedia check out each entry and see what is known of these places. The kings are mostly unknown outside Moses record of their names here, but each year excavations in Israel uncover more of the life of the Canaanites and their cities, so much can be learned about them. Read through thee verses and notice that Moses writes as if he is tracing the army’s movement on a map of some sort. 

Moses would have had Egyptian maps of the land when he left Egypt and used them as his guide as to where places were and the cities that existed there. We tend to think of map making as something that exists only in our own day, but these people thought in terms of space and distance and so were well able to develop maps and other aids to assist their invasions and tribute gathering. Liberal historians write as if these people were simpletons; yet they gained and held great empires and their surviving records indicate they audited every commodity down to the smallest items to ensure their tribute was being accurately paid. They were smart people, literate, and careful with their facts, especially where wealth was involved, for under satanic lust’s power they sought it above all else other than power itself.

It should be noted from these verses also that Lot dwelt in Sodom by this time, not in a tent as Abraham was. He had moved into the city. By doing so he had compromised with evil and the walls of the city would not protect him from the enemies of it. In Lot we have perhaps a good picture of the social action type of Christian, the type of believer who thinks he can reform society from the inside by getting alongside evil people and trying to make them better by political action, legal changes, social welfare or other social engineering tools. Man does not need reform, he requires far more than that.  He needs repentance and he then needs a living and real relationship with the holy God.  

As we will see below, Lot was a judge, or elder of the city of Sodom, and was trying by politics and law to make things better. Now, while it is also important for us to stand up for the truth and holiness in our nation these things will not be achieved by our sitting down with evil men. There is blessing by association and there is judgment by proximity! It is a dangerous thing to sit too closely with evil men who the Lord is about to judge. 

As a Christian, if you are with evil men who are going to be disciplined by God, you are going to receive discipline as well. You should therefore distance yourself from evil people. It states in the New Testament, that it grieved Lot about what was happening in Sodom yet he stayed there. Rather than going in and out to preach righteousness he went down and lived with them. As a result he will lose his whole family with the exception of two younger daughters who he can order to follow him out. The girls are sadly however perverted by their association with this place.

Notice how surgical Chedorlaomer is in his precise invasion of the land and his destruction of all who oppose him. He is thorough and ruthless, and none can stand against him. He has total victory first time and this second invasion is the same. The kings of the Valley fall or flee. 

Moses records the slime pits and the fact that in his day it is simply the “Salt Sea”. As the people pass through this area they must have wondered at the great events that went on here in places now buried by meters of salty water. This place will form a border of the land the Lord gives to the children of Israel. Numbers 34:10-12. 

Some of these places can be visited today. The town of Hazezon Tamar is the modern resort town of En Gedi. It will be a number of centuries before it gets that new name and so Moses does not record it, but does note the name change for Kadesh, which will figure greatly in the Exodus. Abram has a sizeable encampment, with possibly a thousand people with him, plus animals. He would have been a target for these invaders, but he is able to slip away, and we see his actions in the next section. The higher country hides him. God’s choice for him has been the right choice for him. 

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION
1.
Abram is safe in the midst of great events in his time. He is in the place of the geographical will of the Lord for him, and so is able to take evasive actions and avoid the conflicts that do not have any concern to him. Evil men will come and go, and as believers we are to keep our eyes fixed upon our eternal destiny and our heavenly calling. We are not to play politics, and to avoid the entanglement of it. 2 Timothy 2:1-10.

2.
There is no safety in numbers, defences, investments, or any human strength thing. The only safety we have in the Lord’s service is the Lord’s provision and his protection.

3.
Do not be impressed by great shows of power and wealth, for all can be swept away in a moment. The five cities of the plain were great and powerful in their own eyes, but against the might of the Elamite confederacy they were nothing and easily overwhelmed. This once powerful area is now buried by the silt of 4000 years of Dead Sea over the top of them. Do not be side tracked from the work of the Lord by the things of this life, for they do not last. Only those who do the work of the Lord last forever!

GENESIS 14:12-16

12  And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 13  And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram. 14  And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. 15  And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. 16  And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.

REFLECTION

ABRAHAM REVIEWS THE SITUATION

This is the first time that we have Abram referred to as “the Hebrew”. The term means, “one who crossed the river”, and records his testimony of faith now in the sight of the other people of the land. Abram has a reputation as a man who left Ur and crossed over the mighty Euphrates to live in a tent! 

In verse 13 Abraham was told of the situation by a survivor from the plain. When disaster strikes even unbelievers start to wake up, so this pagan came to see Abraham the Hebrew. Abraham had separated from Lot and his witness was known even in the cities of the plain. He is seen as a man who is so different to them, that he might be able to do something. Their wealth and their gods have failed them, but this man hopes that Abram’s God will not fail them.

When trouble strikes, if you have a witness, the unbeliever will come to you. You can give them the gospel and doctrine only because you have been a witness to them over a period of months or even years. Our lives are tracts to people and what they see in our daily walk will bring them to the place where they do ask the right question in God’s right time. Our challenge is to have the answer ready.

Abraham is living with three noblemen of the hill country; Mamre [dignified], Aner (the Amorite man), and Eshcol [cluster of grapes] and had a covenant with these three. As Abraham would only have a covenant with believers it is highly likely that these three were the first converts resulting from the witness of Abraham. 

Separation from Lot led to an immediate reduction in numbers, with a halving of their forces, whilst in the long run it was beneficial. He had pruned his group by getting Lot to leave but God had now provided an increase in numbers. Abram has a larger army to call on than he had with Lot there, and they are all active believers now. Lot was clouding Abraham's witness. 

Lot is now a prisoner of Chedorlaomer as he has been for years to his old sinful nature. Abraham was ready to fight, but not looking for a fight. He was not an aggressor to any man, but was ready if the Lord directed him to fight to defend the weak and needy. He has trained himself in warfare, and had trained and armed his servants. Lot is still considered to be Abram's brother because of their spiritual connection. Even if Lot is carnal, he is still a brother to be assisted. This is the mental attitude of the mature believer, who sees all believers as objects for his/her care and concern. 

ABRAM’S ACTION

Abram immediately swings into action because his spiritual brother is in trouble. He armed his trained servants, having arms for every person in his household. Abram was prepared for war and trained his people; and they clearly had regular military training. This is known from the fact that men cannot be given a sword and be useful unless they have practiced with it daily for years, nor fire a bow with effect unless they have practiced daily also for years. They moved very quickly, and marched for many miles, with all of them being very fit, including Abram.  To move this man men quickly and have them battle ready indicates extensive training over many years.
They were able to speed march for over 50 miles in ranks with weapons prior to fighting a battle which they were going to win and were going to go all the way to just outside Damascus. They may have ridden on donkeys or camels, but either way, these men are fit and ready for action. Abraham had a maximum of a 1000 men, including his men and his allies, who were going to fight a group at least ten times their size; a group who had already beaten an army of giants and the kings of the plain and their armies.  The same element that had helped Chedorlaomer, surprise, now however helps Abram, for the Elamite King is not expecting any attacks now. 
By principle, faith and military preparedness are not contradictory, as Abraham is used as an example of faith. Abraham ran the 50 miles and thereby proved he had got into his own training through the years, even though he was well over 75 years old. Abraham's faith was not in his weapons, it was in God but he said Amen with his sword. Abraham was ready to fight under the Lord's guidance and he was fit enough to be used of the Lord. Many believers drop off their fitness as they grow older and wonder why the Lord is unable to utilize them in places outside their home. Some quote Paul, from, 1 Timothy 4:7-8, as if Paul is saying don’t go to the gym. That is not his point. Timothy is urged to emphasize godliness with fitness, not ignore either. The body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit and the Temple should be fit for use by the Lord!  1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 6:19-20, 2 Corinthians 6:16. 

THE LORD AND THE MILITARY

In a number of places the scriptures deal directly with the subject of the Christian and our attitude to the military, and to warfare. Refer to the BTB study on WAR at the end of this section. Some biblical verses that challenge us to think about this issue are:-

Luke 22:36 - The time will come when people with money or books should go out and sell them and buy weapons.

Luke 11:21 - The strong man armed keeps his house and is at peace. When the stronger one comes he will take away your goods.

Luke 3:14 - The soldiers came to John the Baptist and said, "What shall we do". "Do not be thugs" he said, and “do not bully the people you are supposed to protect". We should do our job as unto the Lord, and that means that a soldier does his job as unto the Lord, in honesty and with righteousness. A great military force under God's guidance can be of great value to a nation and to the innocent who they can protect from great evil.

Matthew 25:41 - There will be wars and rumours of wars until the second coming of Christ. We need to ensure that we have a balanced view as we look at pacifism and the military in the Christian life.

Numbers 32:23 – This is the much quoted line, “be sure your sins will find you out”. This refers to those who will run away from battle. Sin in this context is cowardice; running away from the enemy.

THE ATTITUDE OF THE BELIEVER AS THEY ACT AGAINST EVIL FORCES

Moses does not record that Abram goes to the altar to pray at the point he hears the news. He may have, but he likely didn’t need to, for he prayed as he moved. He hears, he arms, he moves. It was clear to Abram what he should do; he should move to rescue Lot. 

He has prayed for years for Lot, now he needs to move out and act with speed and precision. He knew that at some point he would be required to do this, he has trained for the day, and so he now acts. There is a time to stop praying on your knees and do what is required on your feet as you work for the Lord.

In Nehemiah 4 Nehemiah records that he also had people who were ready to fight for their people. [Nehemiah 4:8]. He knew the enemy was coming, and so they prayed with weapons in their hands and set a watch against them. The soldiers were on the wall guarding; they were still in prayer but as they stood with their weapons. Nehemiah encouraged those who were at Jerusalem to have faith in the Lord and if they have to they are to fight to protect their families. The walls of Jerusalem were guarded by the troops of Nehemiah, but finally they were guarded by the Lord who led them. Read through Nehemiah 2:11-15, 4:7-18. 

They also, like Abram, had good communications about the enemy’s movements and intentions. Nehemiah did not have to fight because he was prepared. It is also of interest that the centurion who spoke with the Lord, Matthew 8:5-13, and the other one who later spoke with Peter, Acts 10:1ff, remained centurions and were not told to become pacifists.

In verses 15-16 we see Abram’s strategy. Abraham attacked the enemy forces by night and defeated them and pursued them to near Damascus. He rescued Lot and all the other people and their goods. The battle was around Bethshan in the area that would become known by the tribe of Dan. 

The hardest thing you can ever do in the armed forces is to conduct a coordinated night attack with a thousand men. However if you are well organized and trained the night attack is always the best, especially when against superior numbers, as the darkness adds to the confusion of the defenders. 

Abraham doesn’t just beat them, he and his men chase them for 50 miles making sure that they kept on running. This demonstrates the fighting fitness of Abram and his men. They kill the enemy in large numbers and free the captives. The great enemy army of Chedorlaomer are resting, feeling very safe and secure, and their camp is not well guarded, so once the attack is launched they are unable to gather their forces and the panic spreads. Well over 10,000 men are put to flight by at the most a thousand (Abram has 318 of his own plus his allies). 

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION
1.
If we wish to be used of the Lord we need to be fighting fit. This is a challenge for us all, at all ages, to be as fit and healthy as we can be for the Lord’s work, or we limit ourselves as to what we might be able to do. Exercise and good diet is essential for service. If you cannot put in a twelve hour day without being debilitated by it you need to examine your training and preparedness.

2.
Believers in the military do not need to leave. It is not wrong to kill the enemy when they have attacked your country, nor is it wrong to defeat aggressors thoroughly. The elimination of evil forces clears the land for believers to be free, and for people to enjoy freedom and security. The protection of the innocent by arms is always permissible. Individual wars may be wrong, but the concept of the military is not, and armed forces will be needed until the Lord returns.

3.
Abram is ready and trained and the time has come to draw upon all his training and preparedness.  Abram is ready and so can be used. Many years have gone into this one night’s fighting. This may be the only battle these men ever fight but they are ready to fight it and they are successful. Abram is ready to march all day and fight all night, and so he can be used to get the victory. What do you need to do to get the victory in whatever the Lord has called you to believer? It probably won’t be military, but the principles here apply in all areas of endeavour.

DOCTRINE
WAR

1. Wars and rumours of war will occur until the Second Advent.  Matthew 24:6. 

2. Christ is the Prince of Peace - peace will only exist in the Millennium Isaiah 2:2,4

3. The role of a government is to judge evil (Genesis 9, Romans 13).  This includes war. (Numbers 35:33, Jeremiah 34:7)

4. All wars are not in the will of God.  Eg the Crusaders attempted to restore Jerusalem before God's appointed time.

5. Eight basic principles of war:-

a) The concept of fighting for your country is Biblical. 

b) In Israel, those 20 years old and above were to train for war.  Numbers 1:3.

c) You need trained people and good weapons. Numbers 31:3-5, Luke 14:31-32, 11:21

d) Only those with a courageous, positive attitude should fight.   (Deuteronomy 20:1-8)

e) If war is to eliminate evil, then eliminate it fully.  Joshua 11:23. 

f) War is to be based on selective destruction - those responsible for evil.  (Deuteronomy 20:10-15).  It is not wholesale destruction (Deuteronomy 20:19-20)

g) Peace is a viable option if there is repentance/change.

h) You need good military leadership (Proverbs 24:6)

i) If the Christian finds a particular war unjust in relation to the Word/will of God, he has two alternatives. 

i) he leaves the country if he can. 

ii) he may have grounds to disobey the authorities  (Acts 5:29) 

6. A walk of faith is not contradictory to warfare.  Nehemiah 2:9, 4:9-20.

7. God's face is set against the war monger and against the pacifist  Psalms 68:30,  55:20, 21,  120:6, 7, Jeremiah 6:14,  8:11, 15, 14:19, Ezekiel 13:10, 16, Micah 3:5 -7.

8. Mankind will never totally destroy himself, either by war or pollution.  God has a purpose for Christ to reign  (Revelation 20:1-6)

GENESIS 14:17-24

17  And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. 18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he  was the priest of the most high God. 19  And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 20  And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. 21  And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. 22  And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 23  That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: 24  Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

REFLECTION

FOUR MEN – ABRAM, MELCHIZEDEC, BERA, and LOT

The army of Abram has rescued Lot and all his goods, plus all the goods and survivors amongst the people of the cities captured. There is therefore a great victory and the pile of loot is significant. The king of Sodom comes out of hiding and makes a request of him. As a defeated king, under the rules of warfare of the ancient world, he has no right to ask anything, and by so doing God allows this man to give Abram a test. 

The Lord however sends Melchizedek, the king of Salem, with bread and wine, as the priest of the most high God, to bless and prepare Abraham, before the king of Sodom has his chance to tempt him. The testing area is the one that has been the problem area for Abram and Lot; the area of wealth. With this victory Abram has just potentially become the richest man in his world, but he will walk away from most of it, using only what the Lord leads him to hold, and leave himself in the Lord’s hands for his future. Hebrews 7:1-25.

This is a wonderful and accurate picture of the sort of thing that will happen in your own life many times; when evil men are used by the Lord to tempt, and when good men are brought to you to encourage you in the test. God provides all things for our growth and development in spiritual maturity. Each test we have in life is tailor made for our own spiritual growth, for each of us need different things to develop our faith and strength. 

This section reminds us to have our spiritual armour on daily, and walk prayerfully before the Lord, for all that happens is from the Lord for a purpose, and God’s purpose is always good. Abram walks carefully through each day and so he is ready for the testing and answers this slimy king well, because he has won the victory over lust for wealth well and truly by this time in his life.

In verse seventeen the king of Sodom and the kings who escaped the battle are together and they come and meet Abram as he returns. They meet him in the hill country close by the city of Jerusalem. They would have approached him as a great conqueror, and paid homage to him. They will let the king of Sodom do the talking for them all, but they seek the restoration of their power through the people’s return to them. They know they cannot ask for the wealth, but they will get some of that back also in grace from Abram. These men wait back to see what Abram will be like, they hesitate before approaching him and watch his interactions with the king of Salem, whose nation state has not fallen before the invader. 

In verse eighteen the king of Salem, the mysterious Melchizedek, walks onto the page of history and says, "Blest be Abraham of the Most High God which has delivered his enemies into his hands”. The victory is the Lord's and this man honours Abram as the Lord’s man. Abraham received this honour and gave a tithe of all he had to this priest-king. The booty is still altogether at this point; none has been divided up, and Abram, as the leader, has the right to divide the spoil. This first fruits gift to the Lord is Abram’s evidence of victory over lust for wealth that had so dominated his life until this point. This prepares Abraham for the test from the king of Sodom, who speaks up later on.

We must be careful at this point, because many commentators start to speak of Melchizedek as a type of Christ, and while the writer of Hebrews may indicate that, we don’t want to make application before we get the significance of this man as a historic figure. Melchizedek is not a Christophony but a real figure in history, as the priest king of Salem. He is God's man at the correct time providing spiritual food for Abraham.

When you have won a great spiritual battle you are psychologically relaxed, and can be vulnerable to a sudden test, and very subject to failure. You can win a great battle over giants, and stumble over the pieces of straw on the road. Always remember that it is the Lord who has won through you, and not you yourself. Let us be careful of not believing our own publicity, and keeping our heads safe from arrogance and pride. Keep trusting in the Lord who has given the victory and keep your occupation with Christ, your spiritual armour on, and walk in the Spirit as you rejoice in the victory. That way, you will maintain the victory. 

Abram is a good picture of that here. He stays focused, and does not let his victory go to his head, because he praises God for it, not himself. The food Abram receives is a beautiful spiritual picture of the body and blood of Christ; what God has done, and what God will do for Abram. Abram is being reminded of spiritual realities; that all he has is like this gift, a gift from God. The tithe is his thanks offering to recognize publicly before all, that what Melchizedek says is true; he is blessed by God. 

Notice the blessing that this priest-king gives. Two blessings - you are blessed by doing what God says has to be done, and you are blessed from the results of doing what God required, because God’s power ensures it is accomplished. You are also blessed by being reminded by another believer that you are walking with the Lord and isn't God wonderful. God’s grace and mercy are subjects for praise and these two men remind us of that fact. Refer to the BTB study below. MELCHIZEDEC, POWER, WORSHIP, GRACE.

THE TEST FOR ABRAHAM

The king of Sodom now approaches. He has just seen Abram give away 10% of everything he has captured to the king of Salem as a thanks offering, so he is hopeful that he can get his people back at least, and start to rebuild his city. He says, “Give me the people and take the spoil”. Now in the ancient world the winner took all. Abraham is the winner. Everything is his. 

The king of Sodom is nobody now with Abram officially being the king of Sodom as the victor over the king who defeated Sodom. The King of Sodom is trying to divert the focus from God to Abraham, with the deception in the middle of his words, that he has actually given Abraham the spoils. “I made Abraham rich”, he is going to say, rather than the Lord being recognized as the source of Abraham's riches. 

This is a spiritual issue, not just one of wealth and power. Abram replies to the king of Sodom that he has worshipped the true God, and that the king of Sodom is a no one. Abram is in effect saying, “I take nothing from losers, because I don’t want any man to take credit for making me anything that God has made me!” He goes to the extreme and says, “I will not even take a shoelace from you”. 

Abraham would never take the smallest gift from an unbeliever, lest that thing hindered the gospel message to that person. This man needs salvation, and he doesn’t want that, but Abram doesn’t take advantage of that fact, he keeps the door of truth open for this evil man. He does not get in the way of his possible salvation by facing the truth later. God alone, the true God, can save Sodom in the future, not their restored wealth and people, nor their old useless god statues that are also in the pile of loot. 

Corrupt people without salvation will simply make the place corrupt again. Indeed within years the Lord must send angels to destroy the whole place. This invasion by Chedorlaomer was in effect God’s last warning to the people of the plain. They have been saved by a believer in the true God and should accept his worship as their own, but they will return to their old gods; the very ones who let them down last time! The next action of judgment will be destruction. Moses will reveal the principle behind God’s judgment of all nations in the “Five Cycles Of National Discipline”, as he records them in Deuteronomy 26, and Leviticus 26. Refer to the BTB studies, JUDGMENT – FOUR GENERATION CURSE, and SIN – UNPARDONABLE SIN, and NATIONS – NATIONAL DISCIPLINE. 

No believer should take anything from an unbeliever if a spiritual issue is involved. This is because the free grace of salvation is critical. If we accept things from unbelievers our witness goes down significantly and they miss out because they may think that God's approval comes from human good works. It is too easy for the unbeliever to misinterpret any gift. Our job is to give them the truth, not anything else.

Notice in verse 24, that Abram doesn’t expect his men to follow his lead, nor does he place any limits on his allies taking what they want from the loot. He doesn’t impose his mature standards on young believers. The men who fought with him are entitled to their share as payment for the time away from their flocks and herds, and Abram ensures they take whatever they feel is right, without any judgment from himself. A mature believer does not impose standards upon the weak or young that will crush their growth. Our job is to set an example, but not demand others follow it, until the Holy Spirit equips them to be able to do so.

PASTORAL AND LIFE APPLICATION
1.
Be ready for testing to come after great victories are won.  When testing comes do not accuse God of being unfair, because every thing that occurs is part of the plan for our growth. Always be asking what the Lord is doing with situations, and learn from them before they pass into history. Abram walks close to the Lord now and he is safe in the test.

2.
Abram’s area of weakness in his Old Sin Nature is his lust for wealth. It has led to the fall out with Lot, but he has well and truly solved it now and is ready to speak with Lot again. It is of interest that no interactions with Lot are recorded by Moses from the tablets. Sadly it appears that there was no hope of anything being achieved with Lot. He is still a believer, but has not seen that Sodom is death to his family.


He is not ready to admit he was wrong and make the changes that will save himself and his family. Lot stays on the path that will lead to total disgrace. Like the king of his chosen city he is not ready to learn from the grace of God in saving him this time.

3.
Worship protects Abram from the lies of the king of Sodom. Worship will be protective against all attempts of evil to distract us from truth. Let us join in the praise of God, and so keep ourselves from the lies of the enemy. Lust is defeated by love for God and worship that focuses upon his grace, mercy and plan. We have things in their right place when we have God central in our life.

DOCTRINES
MILITARY FORCES

1. Protection of the national entity is two-fold:

a) INTERIOR - the policeman and the judge

b) EXTERIOR - the military establishment (Nehemiah 4:14,15).

2. In spite of man's effort for peace, warfare will continue until the Millennium (Matthew 24:6; Mark 13:7; Luke 21:9). Therefore warfare is not only a normal part of history (Ecclesiastes 3:8; Numbers 21:14) but very necessary for the maintenance of national sovereignty and freedom.

3. In both the struggle for the perpetuation of Jewish freedom after the Exodus, Jesus Christ Himself was the Lord of the armies under the title "Lord of Hosts" (Joshua 5:13 - 6:2; Isaiah 1:24).

4. Armies both defend freedom and destroy freedom.  In (Jeremiah 34:7) the Jewish Army fought to defend Jewish freedom, while the Chaldean Army fought to destroy Jewish freedom.

5. The issue of national sovereignty, integrity and freedom depends upon which army wins.  The Chaldean Army won and the Jews lost their freedom (Jeremiah 40:1).

6. God uses the military in action, to demonstrate the degeneracy of a nation.  Failure of the military on the battlefield indicates the lack of self-discipline, spiritual incentive, motivation for courage and respect for authority which are so basic in perpetuating freedom.  Failure of the military indicates lack of character and stability among the citizens of a national entity.

7. National military training is important in a nation's life (Numbers 31:3-5; Luke 14:31).

MELCHIZEDEK

1. Melchizedek is not a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ, he is a real person.

2. Melchizedek is an historical figure being the King of Salem. He was also a priest based on regeneration. He ministered to Abraham after rescuing Lot.

3. Christophanies are never given a formal name; the angel who visited Abraham or the man who wrestled with Jacob.

4. Christophanies are never attached to a geographical locality. e.g. Salem.

5. A Christophony always discloses God as the messenger.

6. Psalm 110:4 is a prophetical reference, Christ is being addressed. It does not say, you are Melchizedek.

7. A priest must be true humanity to be a priest. Jesus Christ was not true humanity until the incarnation. Therefore Melchizedek was a man. (Hebrews 7:10, Isaiah 7:14)

8. Jesus Christ of the tribe of Judah obtained his kingship by birth. Jesus Christ of the order of Melchizedek obtained his priesthood by appointment.

PRIESTHOOD – COMPARISON OF LEVITICAL AND MELCHIZADEC FORMATS

1.  Perfection which is eternal fellowship with God cannot be produced by the Levitical Priesthood.

2.  Since perfection cannot be produced by the Levitical Priesthood it cannot be produced by the Mosaic Law which authorised the Levitical Priesthood.

3.  Since neither can produce perfection, there must be some change which can produce perfection which means you cannot be saved or spiritual by keeping the law.

4.  The Levitical Priesthood is earthly and limited by death, but the new priesthood is heavenly, eternal and universal among believers in the Christian way of life. (1 Peter 2:5, 2:9, Revelation 1:6, Revelation 5:10, 20:6)

5.  Since the purpose of God is the production of perfection through the new priesthood, the old Levitical Priesthood must be set aside.

6.  The Melchizadec priesthood is therefore infinitely higher and superior to the Levitical Priesthood.

7.  Summary of the Comparison of the Priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Hebrews)

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

POWER

1. Five Greek words for power.

a) Dunamis - from which we get dynamite - inherent power.

b) Energes - from which we get energy - operational power.

c) Kratos - part of our word autocratic - ruling power.

d) lscuous - endowed power.

e) Exhusios - authoritative power or authority.

2. God's power is available to all believers.

a) God the Father's power. (1 Peter 1:5)

b) God the Son's power (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) God the Holy Spirit's power. (Acts 1:8)

d) The power of the Word. (Hebrews 4:12)

e) Kingdom of God power. (1 Corinthians 4:20)

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

JUDGMENT:  FOUR GENERATION CURSE 

1. General Scripture (Exodus 20:4-6)

2. A believer without God's Word is in the position of hating the Lord as no believer can love God without the Word of God.

3. There are two kinds of people who hate God.

a) Unbelievers - those who have rejected the word at salvation.

b) Believers who reject the Word of God even though they are loved by God.

4. In this scripture the discipline goes to the 3rd or 4th generation but only if each generation rebels against God. The purpose of discipline is to focus the unbeliever's attention on Christ.

a) Generation I - God disciplines where there is rebellion against Him.

b) Generation II - God disciplines again but there must be rebellion in that generation.

c) Generation III - If there is rebellion he punishes again.

d) Generation IV - Where there is rebellion he punishes again but after the fourth generation a change occurs because if not there would be no perpetuation of the human race.

5. Should any of the generations believe in Christ, God's cursing is turned to blessing.

6. "And showing mercy unto thousands" -- Exodus 20:6

In each generation God does not visit the sins of the fathers on the children without their involvement in rebellion. Each generation stands on its own and is responsible for its own sins.

7. EXAMPLE - THE HERODIAN LINE

a) 1st GENERATION - Herod the Great (Matthew 2)  He was an unbeliever who had every chance to receive Christ as Saviour, he killed 3 of his own sons, attempted to kill the Lord Jesus Christ at Bethlehem and died miserably. As a young man he was a great athlete, very handsome and a great ruler. He degenerated and died in misery.

b) 2nd GENERATION - Herod the Fox (Matthew 14)  Herod who married his niece Herodias. Both had every chance to be saved. They came face to face with John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ. Both rejected the gospel which was presented to them. Both died miserably in exile in Spain.

c) 3rd GENERATION - Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12)  Agrippa heard the gospel and rejected it. He was responsible for the martyrdom of James and had ordered the death of Peter, though Peter escaped. Agrippa died in a very miserable manner as an unbeliever.

d) 4th GENERATION - Herod Agrippa II (Acts 24,25)  Agrippa and his two sisters who represent the 4th generation heard and rejected the gospel from Paul. They died in a very dramatic and unusual way. The Herodian line eventually disappeared as the last members of the family were killed in Pompeii when Vesuvius erupted in AD 78

SIN:  UNPARDONABLE SIN

1. DEFINITION. This is the sin for which Christ did not die on the cross, and is the only basis for condemnation before the Lord at the last judgement.

It is the sin of volition of total and final rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. John 3 : 18, 36.

2. Rejection of the Lord is called "sin" in Scripture.  John 16:9.

3. It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit within. Genesis 6:3, John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

4. Those who have committed this sin believe the Bible message of salvation is foolishness. 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2:14.

5. Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are:

Wilful sin - Hebrews 10:26-31

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit - Matthew 12:31

Resisting the Holy Spirit - Acts 7:51

Insulting the Holy Spirit - Hebrews 10:29

6. This sin is characterised by "strong delusion", and has its own path of false religion/evil. 2 Thessalonians 2:11,12,  2 Peter 2:19 -22,  Romans 1:22-32.

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle -v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle  - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

GENESIS CHAPTER 15

INTRODUCTION

Abram, while he reaches a very high standard for himself, did not set a similar standard for the younger believers who were with him. Abram divides the loot between his men and his allies, the rest goes back with the people who have survived captivity and they return to their cities as free people, due to the grace of God and the maturity of Abram. At the end of Genesis 14 sadly Lot returns to Sodom, even though he should have got the message and stayed with Abram. He has lost most of his goods and people, and yet he doesn’t want to admit he was wrong and he continues in the dangerous place. Carnal believers often fail to learn from lessons that God gives them. Abram will continue to pray for him.

Once you have won a great victory or have been used by the Lord in a mighty way that is the time when you need to continue your alertness, for an even bigger, but far more subtle test may come. Abram gave the people back to the king of Sodom, and the others with him. It is an interesting thing about human psychology, is that those who you assist most can often hate the fact that they have needed your help, and hate you most. The king of Sodom is now angry with Abram, as he has failed to bribe or manipulate him in any way.  

Abram is however quite relaxed about the threats from the pagan kings, but he has a secret worry and the Lord will address this with him here. 1 Peter 5:5-7, 1 John 4:18-19. If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ you are God's, and not your own, so you can leave your problems in the Lord’s hands, and he will deliver you. It is God's responsibility to look after you, for you are his. 1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:23. God taught Abram significant doctrinal principles through these years. He believes that God can protect him from both the king of Sodom and from Chedorlaomer, if he ever chooses to come back.

GENESIS 15:1-6

“1  After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 2  And Abram said, LORD God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 3  And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 4  And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 5  And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.”

REFLECTION

ABRAM’S PROBLEM

Abram, like us all, has a weakness, in his case the lack of a personal family and heir. He suggests to the Lord that Eleazer of Damascus is his heir, and the unspoken feeling here is that he has run out of time for the Lord’s promise of his having a family coming through. He is in effect blaming God for not giving him a son. Abram is worried about who is going to succeed him. Worry is a sin and one that he needs to address, and the Lord is there to assist him. 1 John 4:18-19. 

Note verse one closely. Abram receives the direct guidance from the Lord in a dream. This is one of the ways the Lord speaks to believers through the ages. Refer to the BTB study on DIVINE GUIDANCE. Dreams may deal with all sorts of things, mostly they are reflections of the concerns of the mind and have symbols that help us see what our inner computer is trying to work out, but at times the Lord has used them for those who need a direct word in a special time. Numbers 12:6-8. This particular text makes it clear that Moses is a special case. This is important to note, for what happens to Abram and Moses is not the normal thing. 

These men had a special role and great responsibilities. Be very suspicious of those having many divine words, for even the greatest of these men had few of these experiences.  The words of the Lord never return to him void, and that means anyone having any direct words from the Lord will be very active in the Lord’s work and what they do will be important. If this is not the case, you can be sure God is not speaking to that person. Isaiah 55:11, James 2:14-20.

The first encouragement the Lord gives Abram is regarding fear. Fear and faith are incompatible; one will squeeze out the other over a short time frame. Abram is told not to be fearful about the lack of answer to the promise of God regarding his Son. Abram is challenged to have faith in the character of God, and eliminate the fear that presently rules his heart. Psalms 27:1, Isaiah 35:3-4, 41:9-14, 43:1-7, 10-12, 44:6-8, 51:9-12.

As believers in the Lord we are urged to get our armour on each and every day. Ephesians 6:10-17. Paul takes his inspiration, not from the Roman soldier beside him in his room, although he draws on his appearance. The image of God being like armour is actually one of the Old Testament’s strongest pictures of God’s protective care over the believer. Deuteronomy 33:27-29, Psalms 3:3, 5:12, 18:1-3, 91:1-4, 119:114, Proverbs 30:5-6. Note particularly the verse from Proverbs; every word from God is a shield, behind which we can shelter under attack. God is the best source of protection and power for all we need as believers, and we need to know his Word and get down behind it daily and seek refuge from any fear that assails us.

Abram is also told that he is to look to God for his reward, not to any military actions he may fight. It is easy to look for great wealth quickly, through a “windfall”, a “sweet deal”, a Legacy, or a lottery. Such desires lead to further sins, as lust for wealth may quickly get hold and eat away the soul. Abram is to look to the Lord alone for his great reward. The Lord promises not just any reward, or even a great one, but an “exceeding great reward”. Psalms 16:5-6, 142:5, Proverbs 11:18, 1 Corinthians 3:21-23, Hebrews 13:5-6, Revelation 21:3-6. Read these verses, reflect upon the promises here, and praise God for them, for they are all ours!

Where do we want our blessing? What sort of blessing do we want? Many are clear that they want it “here and now”, yet such things do not outlast time. Matthew 7:13. God’s plan for us is to give rewards that last forever. It is eternal rewards that Abram receives in greatest abundance, and he is still receiving blessing. 

Note that every person entering heaven will bless Abraham as their father in faith. As the verses from the Psalms make clear, we will always have enough to achieve the goals the Lord has for us here on earth, and as we see Abram was not short of goods to do the work to which he was called. We are to claim these promises, regarding these things, for they are for us, as they were for Abraham and David.

Many today grapple with the challenge that childlessness brings in their culture. In many cultures to be without a male heir is great disgrace, and it destroys the family’s happiness and stability itself. For believers this ought not to be the case where ever they live on the earth, for our destiny is heavenly, and whether we have physical descendents or spiritual children we are blessed. 

Elijah, Elisha, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, and Paul had no physical children, yet they are not alone and never were, for “God was their portion/reward”. Each of these men rejoiced in their spiritual children, and millions look to these men because of their faith example and will greet them as “fathers in faith” in heaven.

Many children were a blessing in an agricultural economy, for it meant many hands to the plough, or the sheep fold. Children are referred to as “arrows in the quiver”, and safety in old age was assured with plenty of strong, and well armed sons around. Psalms 127:1-5. Even today I have heard people refer to their family’s children as a “quiver full of bright and shining arrows”. Many have children as security for their old age, yet unless the children are led to the Lord and hold doctrine, they will be of no use whatsoever to the parent, and may bring great grief and evil. It is not physical progeny that guarantees anything except broken sleep in their childhood! 

Abram is told to “look up” at the heavens, remember his destiny is heavenly, not just earthly, and then see that his children will be more numerous than the stars he can see. Our children should be a blessing and a joy, but they will be if we first “look up”, and ensure that heavenly realities guide our planning and child rearing practices. Romans 9:6-8.

God said, “Abram look at the stars, you are going to have a child, and the descendents of that son will be as numerous as the stars”. Abram believed in the Lord’s word to him, and it was counted to him as righteousness. When you are worried, upset or anxious follow Abram and cast your cares on the Lord. 1 Peter 5:5-7. The answer to your worry may be a long time coming but you can look to Him in the interim and know that God keeps his words. You can know that He loves you and remember the character of God. 

Even though you do not know the specific answer to your problems at this point, you can accept the principle that you trust in the character of God, and rest upon his perfect character. It will be an experience as you will grow through application of the promises and character of God into your life problems, and as you meet testing with faith. If you have problems, Trust - Rest – Apply – Keep moving forward in faith, like your father Abram. 

By the large numbers of stars God was also able to demonstrate that He is in control. God’s challenge to Abraham is blunt.  “Abraham, face your choice, decide whether you are going to try and solve your own problem or are you going to let the God who formed the galaxies do it for you? Will you believe God's Word or not? God's power has brought you thus far, and He is not going to let you down now.” Think about these issues believer right now in your own life. Worry is an insult to God. He thought about you, He died for you on the Cross. Is He going to leave you now? Of course not! If He loved you that much when you were a sinner how much more is He going to care for you now that you are His friend? Romans 5:9-20, 1 Peter 1:7.

To be childless as a man was to be called a eunuch, and despised by many. Daniel and his three friends were made eunuchs by the Babylonians. The viewpoint of the many is corrected by Isaiah with words of comfort from the Lord. Isaiah 56:3-5.  Eliezer was a good servant, and a man who could be trusted with all things, but he is not to be the heir of Abram. As his trusted man Abram was entitled to call him son as the writer of the proverb is later to identify, but he will not be his heir.   Proverbs 17:2. 

It is a reminder that physical descent does not guarantee good results in the child. Genetics involves the passing on of the good and the bad, and unless a child meets the Lord and is transformed by Him, that child will bring grief later. Abram is challenged to see what is to come, as if it is now, and praise God for his great gifts, well before he receives them. Acts 7:4-5, Hebrews 10: 35-39, 11:1-2. Let us stand with Abram and praise God for his gifts right now, before we meet them face to face, for the reality of the things God will give is already sure. Let us be sure and claim them by faith now and rejoice in the Lord for all his goodness to us at least three times; before, during, and after their reception!

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Abram praised God for his goodness at the time he received the promise of them. It is this that is credited to his account for righteousness. To stand with Abram, we need to stand in the same place of faith, and that means we see the future, as if it has already occurred in the plan of God. This means, we praise God for what he will yet do, as if he has already done it, because we are so sure of the final result! Let us walk in this daily expression of faith.

2.
Fear is to be faced with the promises of God’s Word. We are called to stand in the truth, and the truth is that the plan of God will work out in the lives of his saints. Let us knock fear out of our daily life with faith. Let us feed on the Word daily, rather than feeding fear within by our ignorance of the character and promises of God.

3.
Children are a blessing only in the Lord. They bring joy only as they walk with God. Let us ensure that heavenly realities alone guide our steps, and that we do not tie ourselves into thinking as unsaved men think. Let us see our destiny with Abram now, and live as he did, with the upward look to guide the earthly focus.

DOCTRINES

FEAR

1. Fear is seen in two ways in scripture.  

[a] Firstly as a mental attitude sin that is incompatible with our status as children of the most high, the ruler of the universe. 

[b] Secondly it is used to describe the correct attitude towards God the Lord for all his creatures.  

There is godly fear, awe, and respect for God as God, and there is inappropriate fear, which is the cringing fear of one who believes the other is able to hurt them. This second kind is wrong for us as children of God, for none can harm us without God’s permission for we belong to Him.

2. Our occupation with the persons and majesty of God is often spoken of as “fear” in the legitimate sense for believers. 2 Samuel 23:2-3, Nehemiah 5:9, Job 28:28, Psalms 19:9, 34:11-12, 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27, 22:4, Malachi 3:16, Ephesians 5:21. 

3. Fear as a mental attitude sin is spoken of in, 1 Samuel 17:11, 24, Proverbs 29:25.

4. In God’s grace plan for us fear has no place. His plans for us are always divinely good, and any testing situation is for our good. Romans 8:28. 

5. Fear is an expression of a failure of faith in the plan. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 8:1, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Spiritual death is one way of describing Satan's kingdom and is the place of the source of fear. Hebrews 2:14,15 

7. In spiritual death, Adam was afraid. Genesis 3:10, this fear motivated Adam to produce religious activity (fig leaves) and lies. Genesis 3:7

8. Salvation removes the basis of fear, which is condemnation from the Justice of God (spiritual death).

9. Spiritual maturity provides freedom from fear. 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 13:6, 1 John 4:18, 1 Corinthians 13:5b

10. Carnality and any form of religious activity that leads us away from grace and daily obedience to the Word enslaves the believer to Satan through fear.  
Galatians 5:1; Romans 8:15

11. The mature believer is commanded to fear nothing he may suffer in life, for by means of God’s grace provision all we ever may need is provided for us. Revelation 2:10

12. The baby believer is sustained by believing God’s Word, obeying his commands hour by hour to daily life, and rest upon his promises. Hebrews 4

13. As we become mature believers we continue with this resting on the promises but in addition to this we are sustained by our understanding / application of entire categories of God’s Word -  we have then  moved beyond the promises to confidence in the very character of God itself.

14. Illustration: A woman who asks every hour, "Do you love me?" needs assurance through many promises, and many actions backing the promises up. Once she gets to truly know her husband, and her love is fully established in him through his faithfulness to her, she has absolute assurance, and doesn't need constant reminders of his love by specific words.  She is full of confidence through knowledge of her husband’s character.

15. Chapter’s 3-6  of Hebrews deal with the falling away from growth and confidence by these believers. The spiritual principle of Chapter 4 is the means of getting them back on target.

16. In Hebrews 13:6, we see the objective of the writer, freedom from fear by their daily, moment by moment living the awareness of the love of Christ for them, and the power of Christ available to them.

17. The writers of Scripture identify correctly that when the believer is fearful, he imitates the unbeliever ("cowardly" – Revelation 21:8), and that is not right given our great position. Hebrews 11:27  "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is unseen."  This is our standard!

18. Fear is a mental attitude sin that shows our mind has moved away from thinking of the Lord. 1 Samuel 17:11,24

19. Fear is a sign of falling back into domination by the “prince of this world”. 1 Samuel 18:12,29 21:12 28:20

20. Absence of fear is a big part of maintaining a dynamic mental attitude.  Hebrews 13:6 11:27

21.There is only one legitimate fear ; it is the fear of failure to enter spiritual maturity.  Hebrews 4:1

22. Love demands absence of fear. 1 John 4:18  They are two opposing mental attitudes.

23. Fear is not part of the Divine Plan for the Believer. 2 Timothy 1:7 Exodus 14:13-14 Joshua 8:1 Isaiah 41:10 2 Samuel 1:7

24. Courage and lack of fear is a sign of mature spiritual status. Psalm 3:6 Psalm, 56:3 Hebrews 11:27

25. Fear is the power by which the Evil of Satan rules among mankind.  Hebrews 2:14-15 Genesis 19:30 (Lot) 1 Kings 18:9-14 (Obadiah), both Lot and Obadiah show how the failing believer lives in constant fear.

26. Fear is the word used to mean "Occupation with Christ" when related to the attitude of the mature Believer toward Christ. 2 Samuel 23:3 Nehemiah 5:9,15 Ephesians 5:21 Job 28:28 Psalm 19:9 34:10 Proverbs 1:7 9:10 Proverbs 10:27, 1 Peter 2:17

GENESIS 15:7-20

“7  And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 8  And he said, LORD God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? 9  And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 10  And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. 11  And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. 12  And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. 13  And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not their's, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 14  And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 15  And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 16  But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. 17  And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. 18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 19  The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 20  And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

REFLECTION
In verse 7 God says to Abram that He is the Lord who brought him out of Ur of the Chaldees. Abram wonders still how God will do the things he has promised.  He says, with Thomas, I believe but give me a sign so that I will know more. This is not sinful, for Abram is asking, as does Thomas, to have his faith built up. Mark 9:24, John 20:28. The way we build up our faith is to exercise it in action, and in worship. God combines action and worship for Abram. God says for Abraham to take a heifer, she goat, ram, pigeon and a turtle dove. They will be the sacrifices at a special ceremony.
Notice the promise and it’s strength. God looks back and reminds Abram that it is he who has brought him through from Ur to Canaan. It is he that will continue to do the good work through him. He does not stand alone, but with the mighty God. What God has promised he will perform; what God starts, God finishes. 

There is a plan and it is working out in his power, never in ours. Philippians 1:3-8, Psalms 105:1ff. Abram is encouraged to remember and then focus forward again. He will receive the land, and the same certainty that he can look back with, he can look forward with. 

Note this! God is the creator of space and time itself, and as such stands beyond these categories of this creation. To God the future is just as certain as the past is. Meditate upon this for a second and see that you stand in the place of stability and certainty. The sign that these things will be so, is the sign of the coming Saviour-King, and we today spin our year around Christmas and Easter, because they are the great sign of God to man. 

These are the sacrificial animals which will later appear in Leviticus. The sacrifices speak of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. Fellowship that had been lost needed to be restored. God is saying to Abraham - confess your sin. It is God’s way of calling for Abram to confess, restore his faith fully, and openly and publicly confess his faith in the Lord by acting out the sacrifices, and then watching over them for many hours until he sees what God wants him to see. 

Abram is to “sit with” the sacrifices long enough to understand what God is doing for him. Worship is to be “sat with” long enough to enter into our being. We are not to rush through any service to the Lord, but reflect in all we do and so hear from the Lord as we go along, rather than just play act at religion. God wants real relationship, and that means pausing long enough to listen to our Creator-Saviour.

In summary the offerings stand for the following things. The heifer -the sin offering - confession of sin. The ram or she goat - the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross - reconciliation and propitiation. The turtle dove and the pigeon speak of the person of Christ, the deity of Christ, the hypostatic union, the humanity of Christ. The birds are not divided because they speak of the person of the Lord, who is perfectly God and Man and is undivided. Refer to the BTB study, OFFERINGS – LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENT CHRIST.

 Moses is faithful as he followed the pattern God showed him for sacrifices on the mount of Sinai, and he must have been amazed and excited as he read the clay tablets from Abram and saw that he also did the same thing. Hebrews 8:5. 

THE MAKING OF A COVENANT

When men wanted to make a covenant in the ancient world they did what Abraham was instructed to do. It was common practice in those days to walk between the divided animals to demonstrate a covenant. The offerings made on the altar were cut in half and placed so as to form a blood sprinkled aisle down the middle. Those involved in the covenant walked between the carcasses together. 

In this case it is seen that only God, in the form of a smoking oven and flaming torch, passed through between the pieces showing that it was a unconditional covenant, one based on the character of God alone. Abram is to be obedient to the instruction to offer sacrifice for his sin, a series of sacrifices that speaks of his sin and God’s grace provision to meet his needs, and God’s forgiveness. Once he has done what God demands he is to stand and wait for the Lord to act. Psalms 50:5, Jeremiah 34:17-20.

This is a blood covenant, and speaks of the blood of Christ. Abraham is being invited to see ahead in time and hear the Lord’s words, “you can trust me because I am the one who is to come, the Saviour”. Abraham did what he was told. It spoke of forgiveness of sin and relationship with God. The answer of fear, worry and doubt is to be occupied with the person of Christ and His Word; to be in living relationship with Him. 

We have the Cross and Empty Tomb as our focal point today - Isaiah 53, Psalm 22, John 19:20. As he is offering these things his mind is on the Saviour. We must get our eyes off our problems and on to the Lord. We stand in the character and plan of God alone, not in any strength we have.

SATANIC COUNTER ATTACK

In Verse11 when the birds came down on the carcass Abraham drove them away. The birds are vultures and speak of evil. He keeps these birds off the sacrifice portraying on-going tenacious resistance and victory from Satanic attack. He keeps his mind on the sacrifices and keeps his eye on them so that nothing is carried off by the enemy. It is vigilance that the Lord is teaching him here. 

Those who are ready for battle do not need often to fight, but to be unready is to be surprised and defeated. Vigilance is called for regarding the enemy for he is “subtle”, a “liar” from the beginning, and seeks to destroy the life and very joy of the believer. He hates us! We need to really understand this and take daily action to walk in the Spirit in full spiritual armour at all times. James 4:7-8, 1 Peter 5:8-11. Refer to the BTB study on SATAN – ADVERSARY, and also ANGELIC CONFLICT.

Having driven the birds away until nightfall, they go, and he falls into a deep sleep of physical and mental exhaustion. Abraham now has a powerful nightmare. When you are mentally exhausted this will quite often happen. It is called here, a “horror of great darkness”. Abraham has dealt with his conscious sin of worry but this nightmare fear comes from deep in his soul and it needs to come out so that God can deal with that as well. The Lord is the healer of all our cares and fears, and he sifts the deep intents of our hearts. 

Having faced the real issue which is faith in God, we need to bring all thoughts into captivity to the person and plan of Christ. 2 Corinthians 10:1-6, Hebrews 4:7-16. Both these passages are good ones to have any home study group read through and meditate upon as you examine this part of genesis, as they form a good commentary on what is happening within Abram here.

PROPHECY AS A CURE FOR WORRY

It is a dream that shocks, frightens, and hurts him, yet at it’s heart is a great promise from the Lord. Prophetic truth hurts! When God speaks there is warning and there is fearful consequences for those who do not listen and obey. Beware of those who believe they are prophets and only say good things all the time. They are not prophets! Prophecy gives warning and hard truth! 

God said to Abram, " Know of a surety thy seed will be a stranger in the land which is not theirs and will be there 400 years”. He also says that He will judge the nation whom they serve and afterwards they will come out with great substance. The nightmare is not only what is going to happen to his family but the Lord also shows him what is going to happen to Egypt. All these things are hundreds of years later, and God shows him this to emphasize to him that the plan is going to go a lot longer than his lifetime. Refer to the BTB study PROPHECY, and also PROPHET. 

Abram is again thinking, "Will God keep His promise?” It worries him when he sees what is coming. This is encouraging to us all, for we all have our doubts and concerns when we see what is coming in the plan, especially when we meditate upon the Great Tribulation and see just how few of mankind will emerge from it. It can look at times as if there is not much hope for man at all. It is not wrong to feel despair at times, for that is human, it is just sinful to stay there! God wants our despair brought to the Cross, and there we see that we are loved and the plan is bigger than our sins, or Satan’s, or man’s greatest evil. God says in effect to him, "Abram this is all going to happen, nevertheless my promise will last forever. In the long term I will work my purpose out". 

We have to learn this lesson if we are to serve the Lord’s people. In order to be a teacher you have to go through things that others are going through so that people can see that you are real, not just a play actor. James (James 3:1-2) says not to ask to be a teacher, as it is a trying existence, but if that is your call, then relax and enjoy it and serve the Lord in all things, and in all things learn how to serve him more. To whom much is given, much is required! Luke 12:48-59. 

A great deal is required of all those who lead others in truth; the first thing is total obedience to the truth they have received. Refer to the EBCWA Leadership Manual for a full discussion of the cost and training of leaders for the Lord’s work.

Through the pain and pressure you will be able, with James and Abraham, to “count it all joy”. You will not be looking at your problems but you will be looking at your Saviour and his purposes in your life and the lives of those he has given you. By this you will see the big plan unfolding and will have a relaxed mental attitude. God has a plan for each and every life, and each and every event in the days of our lives. Refer to the BTB studies SUFFERING, WORRY. 

Although you may not know about your future at the moment the Creator does, and you are in his hands, not the “fates” or “good luck”. God does not tell you everything at this point, for if you did know everything you would just worry about it more. The challenge through this life is to walk in faith and trust the one who called you to work things out through the path that he has chosen for you. It is about the character of God, and He is stable and securely good and righteous in all his dealings. We are to trust him for all things and be humble and relaxed in his arms. Deuteronomy 33:27-29, Matthew 6:28-30, Luke 12:16-40, 14:7-11. 

These passages are excellent meditations for any group study, as they bring us to the feet of the Lord as we face pressure situations, whether we are leaders or followers, and remind us we are in the hands of the one who went to the Cross for us. We are beloved!

Verse 13. God strongly says, “Know for a surety” - be absolutely sure of my Word Abraham. If I say it I will do it, says God. The descendents of Abram are going to go to Egypt and suffer, many are going to die miserably as slaves, but they are going to be able to claim these promises just as Abram did. 

Even before he has his son he has the promise of blessing and trouble for his son’s people, and as the people in Egypt think upon these words, engraved upon the clay tablets, they can look at the body of Joseph and remember his faith and Abram’s before and give thanks for the deliverance that will come to them in the right time for the plan to be fulfilled. God calls upon us to be patient and faithfully obedient to his demands for us, because he is faithful and will deliver us and accomplish his purposes with and through us.

The Lord provides the promise of Abram’s own death in peace, and the deliverance from Egypt together. This tells us that Abram is in prayer as he hears the words of the Lord to him, and is concerned for the deliverance of his people, even before his own blessing. His heart is upon those who come after him rather than just upon himself. He is close to the heart of his Lord, just as we are to be. John 17:4-10. 

God promises Abram that he will go to his fathers in peace. He will die, in peace and in a good age, and in the 4th generation after his descendents enter Egypt, they shall come out of Egypt and inherit the land of Canaan. Exodus 12:40-41, Psalms 105:23-38. 

The reason for the delay in the inheritance of the land, is that the Canaanites are not to be dispossessed at the time of Abram, for the Lord is waiting for them to repent and become believers themselves. They will have maximum time for that, so that they stand before Him without excuse for their persistence in evil; for the iniquity of the Amorites was “not yet full”.  There is also a judgment of Egypt tied in here with that of the Canaanites. The Lord is dealing with three people groups during the Exodus as we see in that study. He works upon his people Israel, upon Egypt and Canaan. God’s plan covers all things and peoples.

The date of your death, and all others, and even how you die, is the prerogative of God. God’s sense of justice is seen here, and these evil Canaanites will not be judged and removed from the land until they have had maximum opportunity for repentance. Your life and your death are in His hands and you can relax as his child in his tender mercies, right through until you see Him face to face. Refer to the BTB study DEATH. Psalms 68:20, 116:15, 1 Corinthians 13: 12, 2 Corinthians 5:1-9. 

You walk with Him in life and death. There is a dying grace so that you will have comfort in dying. We have saving grace, living grace, surpassing grace, and dying grace. We are to walk with Him. You can only be a good pastor when you have watched people die, and walked with them through their last days, and thereby faced your own departure in peace and confidence in the one who died for you. The Lord trains his leaders and will give you many opportunities to both suffer in Him, and walk with those who suffer and die in humility and love for the Lord. God will give you this opportunity so that you will be able to trust Him in life and death, and serve him in love and care for others in the midst of all things. 

Abram sees his people’s suffering and his heart’s concern is first for them, secondly for the manner of his own death. “Others” is the motto of pastoral leadership, and all who serve the Lord must learn that, or they will not be useful to the Lord. Remember, if you are not useful, you are pruned out of the vine! Relax and trust the Lord’s training, and walk in the power and education of the Holy Spirit. He will carry you through. John 15:1-5, Jude 24-25. If you are walking with the Lord, you will go to be with the Lord in fellowship with him, just as you have lived, in joy and peace. Walk in the Spirit believer and there will be no fear of any thing that men can do to you!

In the 4th generation they will come back into the Land. Sodom and Gomorrah are going to be wiped out shortly, as their iniquity had become full, but the rest of the Canaanites were not totally degenerate at that time. In history when a nation becomes degenerate God removes them, there are no Canaanite nations left today. Four generations of being negative towards God cause that group’s removal from history. Exodus 20:5-6.  The only survivors will be regenerate or attached to Israel.
By the fourth generation the Canaanites had become totally degenerate. This is why the Jews under Joshua were told to kill all the Canaanites, not because God was vicious and angry, but because they were so infected with the consequences of their sinful evils that they needed to be destroyed. They had run out of time and would be judged; God will move against all people who persist in their rebellion against his righteousness. Our job is to warn of God’s holy demands and warn that the Day of Judgment is coming for all mankind. John 16:8-11, Revelation 20:11-15.

In verse 17 we are told that the same night the Lord made a covenant with Abram, the unconditional Abrahamic covenant, a promise of a designated area of land. God walked between the pieces in the form of two objects that moved between the row of sacrificial animals. Both the smoking pot, and the fiery furnace are seen in slightly different, and more dramatic form in Exodus, firstly to Moses and then at the centre of the Israelite camp. Exodus 3:1-2, 13:21-22. 

The Israelites will see the presence of God daily, as Abram sees it this one night, and they are challenged to walk close to God, yet the entire generation fails, except for Caleb and Joshua.  Abram faces the question here from the Lord; is he going to believe the promise or not? Refer to the BTB study, COVENANTS - ABRAHAMIC

No manifestation of the Lord will overwhelm a person’s free will; they still face the faith challenge, and the greater the sign the more serious is the challenge. The Exodus generation had many signs, and ignored them, and so they all died in the desert! Be very scared if the Lord sends you a sign, for it means much is demanded, and so let the fear of the Lord guide you into walking in the Spirit, and so be like Abram, Caleb and Joshua. To fail to move ahead with a direct sign is to be directly under judgment. Refer to the BTB studies on SIGNS, DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREE WILL.

Abraham does not walk through the pieces with God. God walks through by Himself showing that it is an unconditional covenant. God will guarantee the covenant and bless Abraham unconditionally. The man does nothing except to accept the word of God and walk in faith that what God says he will do. Refer back to the BTB study on FAITH.

We have an unconditional covenant ourselves in Christ Jesus, as the Lord has blessed us and we will live with Him forever. Even if you do not get it quite right down here you will be with Him forever. We must surely live lives that glorify Him, and as we see more and more of the truth of this, so will our worship of the Lord become deeper and more powerful. We should also want to be recipients of eternal rewards for great service to our Lord, not for any glory they will bring to ourselves, but to bring even more glory to Him who died for us and has led us through the paths of this life in joy, and brought us through with peace and spiritual prosperity of soul.

Abraham had doubts but he dealt with them God's way. He confessed and trusted God’s promises because he rested upon God’s perfect character. He believed God's Word and recognized the source and solution to his worry. God's Word can be trusted because it rests upon the certainty and stability of God’s perfect character and plan! Refer to the BTB study GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
God will continue to bless us, the question for each of us, is will we continue to obey his Word? To receive the blessing of the Lord depends upon our continued obedience to his Word, for the place of blessing is the place where the Lord wants us. Let us ensure we do not rob ourselves of the Lord’s blessing by our lack of follow through on his commands to us.

2.
We look backwards to gain strength, encouragement and confidence for the road ahead. We do not live in the past, nor waste time speaking too long about it. Our focus is forward, for the past cannot be changed, but the future can be made blessed as we walk with God.

3.
Like Abram we are called to constant vigilance. The enemy crouches at the door always. Our defence is our spiritual armour, but it is only good if it is well fastened on daily, and we walk in spiritual power.  

4.
Worry is human, it only becomes sinful if we hold onto it, rather than passing it on to the Lord. We are the Lord’s and that means all our worries are his also. Pass your worries over to the one who wants them and is able to deal with them in power. We are called to live like kings not fools, for only a fool holds onto a problem that belongs to another.

5.
Suffering often will be part of training for service. When we face suffering in the Lord’s work, we are challenged to see it as the Lord’s training ground, and to take it before him. There is purpose in all that comes to us. Let us see the Lord’s purposes in all that happens.

6.
Your death is in the Lord’s hands, as is every detail of your life. We are called to walk through this life and not slacken our pace as we walk out of it, for every step is ordered by the Lord. He walks with us through and out of this life. Let us see the Lord’s presence in all the aspects and phases of this brief life of ours upon the earth. 

DOCTRINES

DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

WORRY

1. General scripture for the cure to worry (Genesis 15).

2. Scriptures where the believer is told not to worry: (Philippians 4:6; Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7; 1 Samuel 17:47; Exodus 14:13,14).

3. We are instructed to be imitators of God - God never worries (Ephesians 5:1)  When we worry we do not imitate God.

4. Three categories of worry:

a) Worry about problems of this life.

b) Worry about death and dying.

c) Worry about sin (guilt).

5. The example given is of Abram in Genesis 15.

6. First cure for worry - The Promises of God (v 1-7).

a) God tells Abram not to worry (v I ) -

b) "I am thy shield and thy exceeding reward.

c) The promise of a natural child is given (v 4).

d) The promises of God are backed by the perfect character of God

e) God provides an object lesson - the stars (v 5).

f) God reminds him of his salvation - a grace gift (v 6).

g) God reminds Abram of God's faithfulness in the past (v 7).

h) The challenge to Abram:  trust in God or worry.

7. Second cure for worry - The Doctrine of the Word (v 8-12).

a) God instructs Abram to sacrifice five animals (v 9)

b) Animals sacrificed are:

i) HEIFER - representing CONFESSION OF SINS

ii) SHE GOAT representing SALVATION RECONCILIATION

iii) RAM representing SALVATION PROPITIATION

iv) TURTLE DOVE representing CHRIST'S DEITY

v) PIGEON representing CHRIST'S RESURRECTED HUMANITY.

c) Application to the cure of worry:

i) HEIFER - by confessing your sins they are blotted out. Do not worry about past failures. Confession of sins is essential before you can apply the doctrines of the Bible to cure your worry.

ii) SHE GOAT - God provided reconciliation through Christ by removing the barrier between God and man - we are reconciled therefore do not worry.

iii) RAM - God was satisfied by Christ's sacrifice. Jesus Christ can handle our problems in time do not worry.

iv) TURTLE DOVE - Jesus Christ as God is always faithful, He is always with us - do not worry.

v) PIGEON - The resurrected Jesus Christ is seated in the place of commendation at the right hand of God in a most powerful location - do not worry.

d) Satan counter-attacks in the form of birds swooping down on the carcasses, doubts form and there is a temptation to worry (v 11).

e) Abram drives them away - he refuses to worry (v 11)

f) Under pressure, Abram begins to doubt and worry about his descendants (v 12).

8. Third cure for worry - Knowledge of prophecy

a) In our future as believers we will have:

i) A resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:51-54; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

ii) A mansion in heaven (John 14:1-3)

iii) An inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-8)

iv) Blessedness and no pressure (Revelation 21:4)

b) God gave Abram five prophecies in (Genesis 15):

i) The Jews would serve the Egyptians 400 years (v 13).

ii) God would judge Egypt with ten plagues (v 14).

iii) The Jews would leave with great wealth (v 14).

iv) Abram would die at a ripe old age (v 15).

v) The Jews would return to the Promised Land (v 16).

c) Abram therefore was assured that his descendants would have a great future and to seal this, God, that same day gave Abram the Palestinian Covenant (v 18 -21).

9. It is of interest that the number of promises inferred were five, the animals killed were five and the prophecies given were five, the number five being that of GRACE, God's unmerited favour to man.

COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT

1. The New Covenant guarantees eternal blessing under the Abrahamic Covenant   (Jeremiah 31:31-37, Hebrews 8:7-9). 

2. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.  "I will" (Hebrews 8:10,12) rather than "If ye will" (Exodus 19:5).

3. The New Covenant is said to be better than the Mosaic Covenant.  (Hebrews 7:19; Romans 8:3,4).

4. Obedience is from a willing heart (Hebrews 8:10) whilst that for the Mosaic Law was fear (Hebrews 2:2; 12:25-27).

5. In the New Covenant all shall know God, from the least to the greatest (Hebrews 8:11).

6. The sins are forgotten under the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:12).

7. The New Covenant relies on the completed sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:11-12).

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

PROPHECY

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in Scripture. In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even thought they were not full time prophets. Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied:

[a]. - Aaron was a preacher Exodus 7:1

[b] - In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth. Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5,

[c] - As revivalists they were to call people to repentance. Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12.

[d] - They were to oppose apostasy  so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse. 1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15 Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11. 

[e] - They were encouragers of the people. Ezra 5:2.

[f] - They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people. 1 Samuel 10:5.

[g] -They led in prayer at worship. 2 Chronicles 32:20.

[h] - They were the advisers to the kings and they were associated with coronations. 1 Samuel 10:1, 1 Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5, 2 Chronicles 12:6, 15:2-7.

[i] - They were spiritual advisers or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions. 1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29, 2 Chronicles 19:2, 33:18, 2 Kings 17:13, Isaiah 29:10,  

[j] - They were fore-tellers of significant future events. 2 Samuel 7:5-16, Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14, and many more. 

[k] - God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation. As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the great prophet". Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5,6, Matthew 21:11, Luke 7:16, 8:18-20, 24:19,23-26, John 7:40,41.

3. The Methodology of the prophets. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

[a] - The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses. Deuteronomy  34:10-12.

[b] - God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions. God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception. Numbers 12:6-7.

[c]. - The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it. 1 Kings 22:13,14, 2 Kings 5:8.

[d] - There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God. Jeremiah 23:25-29.

[e] - The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally. 2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13.

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day. Jeremiah 2:8, Ezekiel 13:1-23.

Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about. Matthew 7:15-23.   

Note The Lord's Words here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to:- 

No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words.

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the Scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.

False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching. Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil. Hosea 4:5,6, 9:7,8.

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy.

[a] - The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God. Jeremiah 23:33-36,    2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32.

[b] - The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God. Deuteronomy 13:1-5.

[c] - The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested. Deuteronomy 18 : 20 - 22,  Jeremiah 28 : 9.

[d] - Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false.  Jeremiah 8:10.

[e] - Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false. Micah 2:11.

[f]  Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife, etc in their life , they were false! Jeremiah 23 : 11.

[g] - If they were found only in groups they were probably false, as God's prophets were men alone. 1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22.

[h] - Does the prophecy accord with Scripture (this is more than just not contradict)? 1 Corinthians 14:37,38, 2 Kings 23:2. 

PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 

a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).

b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 

c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).

d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).

e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 

f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).

g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).

h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).

i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 

j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  

k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.

a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).

b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 

c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 

d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).

e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). Note the Lord's words here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:

a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 14:32). 

b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 

c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  Jeremiah 28:9).

d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 

e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).

f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).

g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).

h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

ANGELS:  SATAN - ADVERSARY

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 3; Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Matthew 4; Revelation.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Satan is the most beautiful creature ever to be created by God. He is an angel who rebelled against God before the creation of man (Isaiah 14:12-15). Originally he was the covering angel, the personal attendant of Jesus Christ in the very throne room of God. Unlike God, Satan is a created being and as such can only be in one place at any one time. He is attended by a vast number of angels (called demons) who have given him unswerving allegiance. After the creation of man, he tempted Adam and Eve to be as gods and to know good and evil by disobeying God. Satan then became the ruler of this world (Genesis 3:1-7). He attacked the human race in many ways prior to the birth of Jesus Christ. Throughout Jesus Christ's life, Satan attacked the Lord. Since Christ's victory at the cross he attacks believers. Satan still has access into heaven where he accuses the brethren. Halfway through the tribulation period Satan is thrown out of heaven (Revelation 12:7-9). This causes him to intensify his attack on the human race. During the millennium he is confined to the bottomless pit, allowing a perfect environment on the earth (Revelation 20:1-3). After a brief rebellion at the end of the millennium (Revelation 20:7-10), Satan is condemned to the eternal lake of fire which was created for the devil and his angels.

3. EVALUATION

Satan is called:

a) The destroyer (Revelation 9:11).

b) The accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10).

c) The adversary (1 Peter 5:8).

d) Beelzebub, prince of devils (Matthew 12:24).

e) The deceiver of the whole world (Revelation 12:9).

f) The great dragon (Revelation 12:9).

g) An enemy (Matthew 13:28,29).

h) The wicked one (Matthew 13:19,38).

i) The father of lies (John 8:44).

j) The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).

k) A murderer (John 8:44).

l) The prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2).

m) The ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30).

n) The ancient serpent (Revelation 12:9).

o) The tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5).

p) A blinder of minds (2 Corinthians 4:4).

q) A roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Believers are in Christ and therefore in a position of supremacy over Satan (Romans 8:37).

b) Satan was defeated at the cross once and for all (Colossians 2:14,15).

c) He can therefore only use devices and schemes, trying to convince the believer that he can still win the battle against God.

d) Satan, through religion, tries to get man to work independently from God.

e) A Christian out of fellowship can promote principles proposed by Satan (Matthew 4:8-10; Mark 8:33).

f) Satan will use Scripture slightly changed, or added to, to try and confuse believers and lead them astray (Matthew 4:3-10; cf. Psalm 91:11,12).

g) If Satan the adversary is resisted he will flee from you (James 4:7).

h) Knowledge and application of the Scriptures is essential in understanding the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11 ).

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

1. There is an angelic conflict and it is intimately related to our presence in this world.

2. ETERNITY PAST

[a] Initially God created angels. At creation we are told that there was unity as all the angels sang in unison.

[b] Satan as Lucifer with the title Son of the Morning was the head of the angels. Isaiah 14. Ezekiel 28:12-15

[c] It is noted that the Lord Jesus Christ is now called Son of the Morning in 2 Peter 1 showing that the Lord replaced Satan as a result of His victory at the Cross.

3. FALL OF SATAN

[a] Satan became proud and attempted a coup d’etat against God in Isaiah 14:12-17 

[b] When Satan fell he took one third of the angels with him. Revelation 12:9. 

[c] The angels who exist forever therefore fall into two permanent groups

(i) Elect Angels  who remained faithful to God (1 Timothy 5:21)

(ii)
Fallen angels who chose to follow Satan who fall into two categories:-


(1)
Imprisoned ones who were made inoperative at the time of the Flood (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4)


(2)
Demons who are currently operative (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

[d] There is therefore a spiritual warfare between elect and fallen angels, which affects the human race. (Ephesians, 6:12, Revelation 12)

4. SENTENCE ON THE FALLEN ANGELS

[a] In eternity past Satan and the fallen angels were judged and sentenced to the Lake of Fire - Matthew 24;51

[b] It would appear that Satan appealed against his sentence and said "how can a God of Love sentence any of his creatures to the lake of fire?"

[c] The answer is in the character of God who is HOLY as well as LOVE. His holiness can only judge sin and rebellion.

[d] The lake of fire therefore was not created for man. Man ends up in the lake of fire due to his own negative attitude towards God.

5. MAN’S ROLE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

[a] This sentence which was given before man existed has not yet executed and will not be so until the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:10. 

[b] There must be a long lapse of time before the sentence is executed with this period being taken up with the whole of human history. Therefore the purpose of the existence of the human race and its relation to God can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

[c] Through the creation of man God provides a clear legal witness to Satan and his angels of their sin. The whole of human history is to prove certain points to the angels. Things can happen in your life as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and these can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

6. FALL OF MAN AND VICTORY OF THE GOD MAN

[a] Man starts off lower than the angels. Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Jesus Christ made Himself a little lower than the angels.

[b] Although Adam failed to be victorious the Lord Jesus Christ replaces Adam in history and won the battle in His humanity. 1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die, in Christ shall all be made alive.

[c] A new form of creature judges come into existence and will judge the angels 1 Corinthians 6:1-3

7. SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ANGELS AND MAN

[a] Angels and mankind have a number of parallels with human free will being tested in exactly the same way as angelic free will.

[b] Angels began in innocence and full obedience to God (Job 38:7 Ezekiel 28:14-15)

Man began in innocence (Genesis 2:25)

Angels sinned - rebellion of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Man sinned - rebellion of Adam (Genesis 3:1-7)

Angels are divided into two categories - elect or fallen.

Man is divided into two categories - believers and unbelievers. (John 3:36)

8. ADAM AND FREEWILL

[a] God created Adam and Eve, to show Satan that mankind, created lower than angels (Hebrews 2:6-7), would choose to obey God. Mankind therefore, by a choice of freewill, would decide whether to obey God and be blessed, or to disobey God and be judged (the same choice that Satan had).

[b] A test was instituted for man's freewill - obedience to God or disobedience. (Genesis 2:16-17).  Adam - and therefore all mankind - sinned and thereby rebelled against God.  All of mankind, therefore, is in the same condition of sinful rebellion as Satan.

[c] However, God instituted another test of freewill for mankind - will they choose to return to God through Jesus Christ, or will they choose to continue in sin and rebellion (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9).

[d] Anyone who chooses to return to God will be saved; anyone who chooses to remain in rebellion to God will be judged in the lake of fire, the same fate as Satan (Matthew 25:41)

[e] Therefore, by the work of Christ on the cross, and man's freewill faith in Christ, God has vindicated His love to save and His justice to judge.

9. RESOLUTION OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

Stage 1 - Salvation - by faith, man is saved and made positionally superior to angels (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - by faith, the believer overcomes Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17)

Stage 3 - Eternity -in Christ, the believer will judge Satan and his fallen angels (Hebrews 2:8, 1 Corinthians 6:3)

10. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Angels watch the human race. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12).  Elect angels rejoice 

every time someone is saved (Luke 15:10)

11. THREE BASIC QUESTIONS

The angelic conflict answers three basic questions:-

[a] Why man? Inside man is a soul with mentality and freewill which when linked together resolves the angelic conflict, (Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2). The cross is the real victory in the angelic conflict.

[b] Why sin? Sin resolves stage 1 of the plan of God (see paragraph 9). At the cross sin was judged and the barrier between man and God was removed so that man's relationship with God depends on his free will. Every time a person accepts Christ, elect angels rejoice. In the garden man was innocent and all he had to do was stay away from one tree. Now man is guilty he has to come to a tree (the cross). (Genesis 2:17, 1 Peter 2:24).

[c] Why suffering? Suffering resolves the issue in Stage 2. Suffering involves the promise principle. (1 Peter 1:7-8, Romans 5:2-4). Suffering is designed for blessing and is a further blow to Satan. It is to demonstrate the love of God in a way that cannot be done in eternity as in eternity there is no more sorrow, pain or death. (Revelation 21:4)

12. STAGES IN THE CONFLICT [SEE SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD]

[a] From the fall of man to the ascension of Christ the line of Christ and Jesus Christ himself were the target of attack. Once the ascension was a fact in history Satan was unable to attack the line of the Saviour.

[b] The resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ caused intensification in the angelic conflict.

[c] Once Christ is glorified at the right hand of the Father the angelic conflict becomes intensified in the Church age. 

[d] Every Church Age believer is now a target and because of this every believer has had special provisions made for him:

(i) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)

(ii) Indwelling of Jesus Christ (John 14:23)

(iii) Completed canon of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:10)

13. PROGRESSION TO THE LAKE OF FIRE

This explains the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ from the time he sat down at the right hand of the Father until the Last Judgment. Psalm 110:1 says “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [God the Son], Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

[a] The first stage – Insurgency warfare – Pentecost - Rapture

During this time He calls out the personnel who will replace the angelic council members who have been condemned 1 Corinthians 4:8, 6:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21

The angelic council comprises God and all the angels as seen in 1 Kings 22:19-23 and 2 Chronicles 18:18-23

[b] The second Stage – Rapture to Second Advent - Confrontation

During this time the new members of the angelic council are evaluated in relation to their divine and human good, rewarded [1 Corinthians 3:11-15], they lose their old sin nature and have a resurrection body. The rebellious members, Satan and his followers are cast out of heaven Revelation 12:4

[c] The third stage – Second Advent – Victory Stage

Christ casts Satan and the fallen angels into hell for a thousand years and rightfully asserts His authority.

[d] The fourth stage – The Last Judgment. The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41 

Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire with the demons and the unbelievers. Unbelievers join them in the Lake of Fire because they have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The old creation is destroyed and a new heavens and a new earth provided by God. At that point all knees shall bow and the promise of making His enemies His footstool will have been fulfilled.

14. THE BELIEVERS AND RESULT OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

The result of the angelic conflict:

Stage 1 - Salvation - saved mankind is positionally superior to angels;

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - through suffering the believer develops his faith towards Christ to such an extent that he thereby shows the fallen angels the certainty of their doom;

Stage 3 - Heaven - In eternity the believer in his resurrection body will be physically superior to angels.

15. CONCLUSION

Through the fall of man Satan obtained control of the world though not necessarily control of mankind. 

What makes it possible for man to live in the Devil's world and not be under his control? - free will. 

By using The Word of God you can make decisions that are completely against Satan and his concepts. 

Satan is the ruler of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2) 

However we have the Bible - the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) We should know it and use it.

OFFERINGS:  LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENT CHRIST

1. The Levitical offerings and sacrifices were a picture of the work of Jesus Christ.  (Hebrews 10:1)

2. There are five offerings in Leviticus 1-6

a) Burnt animal offerings Chapter 1 The work of Christ.

b) Cereal offerings Chapter 2 The person of Christ.

c) Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

d) Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

e) Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

3. Burnt animal offerings (Leviticus 1)

An innocent perfect animal was killed for the sins of the offerer. A representation of Jesus dying for our sins on the cross.

a) Bullock v2-9  Offered by the rich person.

Bullock is a male without blemish = Jesus Christ as a perfect person.

Offering is on the brazen altar = The death on the cross.

Offered voluntarily = Faith in Christ is on the basis of free will.

Sinner, (offerer) puts his hand on animal's head for an atonement. = Sins laid on Christ on the cross. Christ died for the sins of humanity . (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Killing of the bullock = The death of Christ 

Blood covering the altar = Total cleansing from sin.

Flaying of animal to check that there were no inner blemishes = Jesus was perfect and free from sin both outwardly and inwardly.

Wood burnt = Human good removed. (1 Corinthians 3:12, 15)

The head is burnt = The perfect mentality of Christ 

The fat is burnt = The outward perfection of Christ.

The gut washed with water from the brazen laver. = Cleansing from sin. (1 John 1:9)

The legs washed. = Cleansing from sin allows for service.

Bullock is burnt. = The solution to the sin problem at salvation and during the Christian life has been accomplished at the cross.

b) Sheep v10-13  Offered by the middle class.

c) Birds v14-17  Offered by the poor.

4. The Cereal Offerings (Leviticus 2)

a) The Gift Offering = the gift of Jesus Christ.

Fine flour = Perfection of Christ

Oil = Holy Spirit

Frankincense = Satisfaction to God the Father

Salt = Preservation

Leaven (not included) = Sin

Honey (not included) = Human Good.

Take a handful of the mixture = Appropriating salvation personally by faith.

Burnt on the altar = Judgment of Christ on the cross.

Oil = Jesus filled with the Holy Spirit.

The priest eats the remainder. = the priest is sustained by the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit.

b) The Oven Offering 

Unleavened bread = Christ had no sin.

Baked offering hidden from man's view = Godward side of the Cross. Golgotha shrouded in darkness during the period of judgment of the sins.

Fire = Justice of God

Offering = Perfect humanity of Christ

Oven = Cross

Oil = empowerment of Christ.

Frankincense = God is propitiated or satisfied.

c) The Flat plate Offering

Fine flour with oil = Perfection of Christ

Unleavened = No sin or sin nature

No frankincense = No propitiation until God judged the sins of the world.

Part into pieces = Crumbled - something completely destroyed - Christ's body broken for us. Crushed with our sin. (Isaiah 53)

Oil poured onto crumbs = Oil of appointment - Messiah or given one. God the Father appointed God the Son to go to the cross cf. dove at baptism.

d) The Frying Pan Offering

Partly closed, partly open - Unseen = Godward , propitiation.  Seen = manward, reconciliation.

The offerer gives offering to priest who takes it to the altar, takes part as a remembrance (memorial) for (judgment) = compare with Lord's Table remembrance

rest eaten by the priests - how we appropriate Christ - faith.

e) Rules of Cereal Offerings

Prohibited leaven = sin or evil

Honey = Human good or human sweetness

Garnished with salt = a contract between God and man.

f) Cereal offerings were made at the 

Passover (with burning = judgment = cross)

First fruits (without burning = resurrection)

Day of Atonement (with burning = judgment = cross)

g) The Memorial Offering

Green corn = Christ in resurrection

Dried = Roasted by fire, Judgment

Beaten = Bruised or crushed

Full ears = Perfection of Christ

Put oil on = Messiahship appointment.

Frankincense = Propitiation, satisfaction.

Burnt = = Reference to the cross

Memorial = Lord's Table of the Old Testament.

5. Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

Similar to the burnt offering, with both male and female animals sacrificed.

6. Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (and cleanse us from all -unknown sins - unrighteousness)

7. Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (forgive our - known/confessed - sins)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10) which takes place after the Rapture of the Church  Revelation 19:7,8

4. Rewards are often pictured in the form of crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

5. Rewards come after you have entered into the Plan of God through regeneration

6. Rewards are based on the use of divine operating assets including the filling of the Holy Spirit

7. You can lose rewards but never salvation 1 Corinthians 3:14-15, 2 Timothy 2:12,13

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 16

INTRODUCTION

Abram had three key personal promises from the events described in chapter fifteen; one that Eliezer of Damascus would not be his heir, secondly that he would have an heir by Sarah, and thirdly that he would die at a great age and would be very prosperous. 

He had also received specific prophetic information about the destiny of his descendents, that through great suffering they would come to a great place amongst the nations, and that his descendents would be as numerous as the stars he could see above his tent. 

The first three promises he will live to see, the latter ones he will see in the eyes of faith and observe from heaven the results of the Lord’s work through him. Abram will learn to rejoice in all the great promises of God, but firstly, there is a further area of sinful tendency that needs to be eliminated form his life.

At the end of chapter 15 he is at a high point spiritually, but behind the scenes, his wife is an unstable and contentious believer, and is thinking in terms of human viewpoint, just like Lot. In that chapter Abram is objective, trusting in the promises of God, and is not double minded like the weak believer in James 1:5-15. 

This passage of James could have been a commentary on the chapters we have read and are entering now. Read these verses from James and go through the EBCWA commentary on James for this section of the book before starting your study of this chapter in Genesis. 

Abram has won the long battle against preoccupation with physical wealth and is now at peace in his soul, and sees with the eyes of faith towards his own and his descendant’s future. From this strong position, Abram will make an error that his descendents are still confronting daily in the Gaza strip and West Bank. 

This chapter is the warning that we must get the little details of life right, and not succumb to sexual temptations as if they are “little things”, nor follow the traditions of our people as if they are biblical doctrines and truth. Discernment in all things, and morality at all times is required of us, and like Abram we can all go astray in a careless minute. James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8-9.

Abram has, in the area of wealth and prosperity at least, ceased his subjective and self centred way of seeing things, and now sees that the promise that he is to have a son is certain because it is backed by the Character of God. All his desires to be a great and wealthy sheik are gone, replaced by a satisfaction with whatever God will do with him and through him, in his own day and forever. 

He now sees with the eyes of faith, that the eternal perspective is the right perspective upon time. He has learned this, but like all new knowledge, it has a fragile hold upon him and he is still vulnerable to specific temptation. Sarah however is still subjective and sees only her own position and the here and now. 

Now, the Bible makes it clear, that it is Abram’s role to set the example to his wife and teach her. He had failed to teach Lot, and sadly, he has failed to get doctrinal truth through to Sarai also. God does not judge Sarai harshly, either here or in the New Testament, for the husband has the primary responsibility under God’s plan. 

If you are a Christian wife you should not have to give your husband spiritual guidance, as he should himself be spiritual, and be setting the example. If as a Christian young woman, you have to teach a man you are going out with biblical truth, and you are unmarried, he is probably not the person to marry, at least not until he matures more. 

Pause now and read through 1 Peter 3:1-12. This is where Peter comments on Christian wives that are having trouble with their husbands, and on the need to grasp the reality of an objective faith, grounded in the certainties of the character and plan of God for marriages. It is always easier to be subjective rather than objective. The subjective person will always take things on a personal level or listen to only half what is said, but God challenges us to hear all his counsel and apply it all with objective certainty into the problems we face in life.

GENESIS 16:1-6

“1  Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 2  And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 3  And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. 4  And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 5  And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me and thee. 6  But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thine hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.”

REFLECTION

MAN’S SOLUTION IS NEVER GOD’S SOLUTION

In Genesis 16: 1-2 Abraham met his “little Egypt”. It was a custom in the ancient world that if a wife could not conceive the servant girl of that wife could be given to the husband, and if there was a child born, that child would be considered the wife’s child and could be the husband’s heir, even though it was born out of an adulterous relationship as far as God was concerned.

The custom of the ancient world was morally and spiritually wrong, and all such false satanic logic is just that; it is “evil”. Sarai was still doubting God, and from her old sin nature weakness, and her human logic, came up with a “human viewpoint” solution, and so she gave Abraham wrong advice. 

Abram acted like an Arab sheik with many wives, rather than God’s man, true to the one wife the Lord God had given him. He had no business following traditional values, for he had a far higher standard to live up to. God's will as far as marriage is concerned is given in Genesis 2:24 where it says a man will leave his mother and father and cleave to his wife, one wife. Abram had God’s will clearly revealed to him, and he falls here, and every generation afterwards paid the price, for the descendents of Hagar still hate and fight against the descendents of Sarah. Refer to the BTB studies on EVIL, WORLDLINESS.

Polygamy and promiscuity are wrong, irrespective of what a local custom may teach. In the Old Testament many of the patriarchs had more than one wife and it was always a source of trouble for both parties. If you do not do things God's way, it is sin, and it will be trouble. Romans 14:23. Refer to BTB study GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS- MARRIAGE - POLYGAMY

This temptation that Abram faced is still common. Many people are offered lovers when away on business trips by their hosts, and they are told that such things are normal and that you will insult your host if you do not accept the woman/man provided to you. At such a time a believer must stand up and say, “I am a servant of the one true God, and you insult me by offering me this person against God’s law”. If you do not stand for God’s standards, you will find yourself waking up amongst Satan’s people in the morning.

POOR ADVICE

Verses 1-3.  It is missing God’s mark not man's mark that matters to the man and woman of God; thus you can be an upright “moral” person as far as your society is concerned, but be a sinful, wicked person in the sight of God. Abram now gets his eyes off God's Word and on to Hagar and he falls because he listened to the voice of his weakness, Paul’s inner old-man, rather than that of God. Abraham's work is to wait on God, not fall into a sinful sexual relationship that will not answer the promise of God. God does not need Hagar and Abram to do anything. When we try to help God we get disaster, and it may flow for a long time through history. Isaiah 30:18, Isaiah 40:31, Psalm 37:34, Psalm 37:7, 1 Samuel 17:47

Sarah comes along and says that it is the Lord who has restrained her from bearing and clearly indicates that she blames God for it. This is not true, but her statement tells us that she has sat upon a lot of resentment towards the Lord for a long time. There has not been faith here, but frustration, and left unchecked it will always lead to fear, doubt and resentment. If there are no children in a marriage the believers involved should be relaxed and prayerful. Christians should not be worried about their family name being carried on here upon this temporary earth. We are part of a larger spiritual family, and it is our eternal relationships that ought to be our focus. 

As we have seen before, the greatest of the saints of old did not have physical children, but they will be surrounded by many sons/daughters in heaven, who will call them father or mother. You should be more concerned about your name in heaven rather than your family name surviving upon the earth. The lack of children may also give you opportunities to do things for the Lord that you otherwise would not be able to do. Childlessness is a painful thing for many, but in the Lord we are challenged to see what God is doing, rather than seek what man can do about it!

If you do not have physical children leave it in the Lord's hands. Children do not make a marriage they make a family. If you are married and do not have physical children you can still have spiritual children. You should not get involved with anything that is akin to adultery to solve your problems. 

As an adopted child myself, I am obviously not against adoption, for the Lord used it in my case to bring me into contact with a Christian family in which I was led to the Lord! This may be the solution for some, but each of us must ask the question, what is it that the Lord is doing with me? We are not the same, and there is no “pat” answer, simply the demand to look to the Lord, pray and listen to his words to you.

Sarai is bitter and it shows. In effect she says, “God hasn’t given me a child, so I’m giving you a woman to get one for me”. It is a blunt rejection of the plan of God, and it will delay the Lord’s answer to this couple by over ten years. Unless the Lord builds the house those who labour, work their pathetic schemes in vain!  Psalms 127:1-5. 

It is interesting that the psalmist noted that the Lord must do the building of a family, or all the “arrows” in the quiver will be turned against you!  Hagar’s son will always be a slave born son, for he was not born of promise and the will of God, but of the weakness of man. He will be a thorn in the side of the son of promise all his life, and his descendents are still the enemies of Israel. Galatians 4:24-31.

PRIDE AND CARNALITY

In Genesis 16:3-4 Hagar gets pregnant and then she starts to looks down on Sarai, and show her contempt/pride. Both women are unstable, carnal believers, and like all carnal believers they will live in mental attitude sins; both are jealous of each other, and Hagar gets arrogant with it, and her arrogance is going to lead to violence. You cannot have a triangle in a sexual relationship without mental attitude sins at the beginning and at the end. You start with lust, move on to adultery that can move on to jealousy, bitterness, envy, and finally even murder. Many plays and films speak of this “fatal attraction” and the destructive trail of violence and distress that flows from the adultery. If you get into these sins it will cause disaster. 

The child born to Hagar cannot be the heir because a child born of a slave cannot be the child of promise. The real heir has to be born of a free person. The child of the promise has to be the child born of God's will and not human lust, God does not use anything that is produced from the Old Sin Nature. Psalm 66:18. Refer to the BTB study on SIN – OLD SIN NATURE

Verse 5-6 shows that if you accept your husband or wife's advice, and it is wrong, you will be held responsible for the results of your decision by the Lord. No one can say to the Lord, “the devil made me do it”, and get away with anything!  When you get out of the power of the Holy Spirit in your life you will do things that you would not think you were capable of, but your old sin nature is capable of anything.  Don’t blame anyone except your self.
Abram now reacts badly again, and says to Sarai that Hagar is in her hands. In effect he says, do what ever you want to her. Now Hagar has been an arrogant fool, and she has insulted her mistress and mocked her for not being pregnant; she is quite pleased with herself, and doesn’t accept her sin. Proverbs 30:20-23. Both women are out of fellowship, but sadly, so is Abram. 

Sarai now calls on the Lord to judge between her and Abram. She is right and wrong in this. She is right in that the Lord will judge Abram for his neglect of Bible doctrine and his acceptance of a non-biblical course of action for lust based reasons. It can only be this that Sarai is moaning about; Abram really enjoyed himself with Hagar and she resents that. She sees his lust as the thing that gives her the “moral edge”. Both have fallen to a low point here, but in God’s grace they will all learn and even Hagar will be delivered by the angel of the Lord.

Abram’s permission for physical assaults to begin on Hagar is shocking and disgraceful for a man of God, but adultery opens the door to greater evils. Sin doesn’t stand still, it slides further down hill every day it is not faced. This is a disgraceful episode in Abram’s life, for he does not take responsibility for his actions and protect the woman who was given to him, and who he accepted as a wife. 

Sarah now starts beating Hagar. Hagar is in difficulties as she is still technically a slave, without rights, and is a few months pregnant, yet as she goes in to serve her mistress she is assaulted. Hagar therefore flees into the wilderness.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Problems are the Lord’s and are to be left with the Lord for solution once prayed over. We are not to seek a human solution to a divinely appointed problem. Man’s solutions create more grief, and it can go beyond even one life time.

2.
Mental attitude sins always grow into physical sins, and then return again for another cycle of mental attitude sins. Sin not faced always grows and develops into greater evil, and the destructive impact of it spreads.

3.
Carnality grows in it’s power and destructive force. It creates discord and disharmony. If we do not deal with sin and walk again in the Holy Spirit, every moment will become worse and worse.

4.
Exploitative relationships are evil at their heart. All abuse of children and marital partners is an evil, and indicates that the abuser is not right before God. The abused has a problem also, in that they have entered into a relationship that is flawed in the first place. Their discernment is inadequate to keep themselves safe. Both need repentance and growth in understanding of Bible doctrine. The only solution to violence and abuse in society is for the people involved to face the holy demands of the righteous God and learn of him, and walk in the Holy Spirit’s power, rather than the evil force of their Old Sin Nature. 

GENESIS 16:7-16

“7  And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur. 8  And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai. 9  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. 10  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude. 11  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. 12  And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 13  And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God  seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me? 14  Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 15  And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 16  And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.”

REFLECTION

ANGEL OF JEHOVAH

The Lord Jesus Christ finds Hagar by a spring in the very desert the Israelites are walking through during the Exodus. This is what is called in theology a Christophony; which is an appearance of the Lord before his first advent. The Angel of Jehovah is the Lord himself. He finds Hagar by a fountain (gushing spring) of water in the wilderness on the way to Shur, which is on the way to Egypt. 

As Hagar is an Egyptian this means she is on her way home. She is running away but running away never solved anything relating to the plan of God for a person. Notice that the Lord calls her “Hagar, Sarai's maid”. The Lord Jesus Christ in His pre-incarnate form tells Hagar to return to Sarah and serve her. Such an action under normal circumstances would have meant death, for that was the penalty for a captured slave who had run away and was recaptured.

However behind this command is the promise of the Lord that He will be behind her. “Go back and trust me in your situation”, is what the Lord is saying here. Another way of putting this would be, “Be faithful and you will be preserved”. Hagar is also promised that her descendants will be great, and she is told to call her son Ishmael, because the Lord has heard her affliction. Now she is told that he will be a wild man, but that means he will be a live one; Sarai will not kill her or the baby.

LONG TERM RESULTS OF SIN

In verses 7-8 it is clear that Hagar has been praying at the oasis and she receives the answer to her prayer in the person of the one to whom she prayed. The Lord finds her because she seeks his answers to what she is to do. The Lord asks the questions of her that she has been asking of herself; “where have I been in these last years, and now, where am I going?” The Lord simply affirms that he has heard her prayer. The questions he asks her are the ones that challenge her to examine her own behaviours (“how have you come to this point?”), and also her own plans for the future (“where are you going?”) 

To get back into the plan of God in our own lives, after straying away we need to address the same questions. How have we got to this particular point? We don’t do archaeology on our sins, and stay there for the next few years analyzing them, but we need to understand what we have done, so we can learn and not repeat this error ever again. We also need to examine our forward motivation and re-commit to God’s path forward for our life. Where are we going? Where do we want to go? The Lord wants us to commit to his path with all our heart and mind. Matthew 7:13-14.

Hagar is “Sarai’s maid”. She has been part of a great plan since her birth, as we all are, and she is called to play her part and not change anything until the Lord does. She is to take orders from the Lord her God and not seek her freedom or any other role until the Lord opens the door for her. This is a hard order, but this principle of status quo carries right through the scriptures and applies to us also. In whatever state we are called into the Lord’s family we are to remain, until the Lord changes things. 

To superimpose our will over the Lord’s is to place ourselves outside the plan and to get second best or judgment. Only through submission and obedience to the plan will we see the blessing the Lord has for us. Once again we see the Lord’s demand of us, that we bring every thought into captivity to his will, and seek no changes that are not reflections of his plan for us. 1 Corinthians 7:17-24, 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, 1 Peter 1:17-21. Refer to the BTB studies, SUBMISSION, CHRISTIAN LIFE-OBEDIENCE.

Verses 9-10. Hagar receives an order and a promise. She is to return and submit to her part in the plan of God. She will serve as a slave for another fourteen or so years. She will then be freed and her son will support and care for her, and she will be the mother of a vast nation. She receives a parallel promise to Abram. As a carnal believer, she seeks an earthly heritage, and she receives one. 

The Lord has her submit for another decade or more so that she can have the chance to grow spiritually with Abram and learn from him. Sadly she fails to learn and her petty jealousy of Sarah, and the attitude of her son to Isaac, lead to her dismissal from the household. Hagar had every opportunity to be blessed both spiritually and physically, but she has eyes only for the physical. Refer to the BTB study SPIRITUALITY – CARNALITY.

Verses 11-12. She is told by the Angel of the Lord what to call her son. Ishmael is a good name; meaning “God will hear”. Ishmael's descendants are some of the Arabs and they are still fighting the descendants of Isaac. Abram's sin has therefore had very significant historical repercussions. The Lord forgives us for our sins, just as Abram, Sarai, and Hagar, are all forgiven for this sin, but the result of the sin may go on and cause great suffering in the future. 

All Sin is adultery against the Holy Spirit and an insult against the Blood of Christ. David in the Psalms states, "Against thee and thee only have I sinned". Psalms 51:1-4. We always need to remember this principle; with every sin, we have insulted and hurt the one who went to the Cross for us. He knows our affliction and hears us in our pain. We do not have a high priest who does not know our suffering, for he endured more than we can ever experience. Psalms 22:24, Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9, 7:25, 10:10-14. 

In verses 13‑14 Hagar recognized that God had seen her and heard her and directed her path through this life. When Moses is writing this some 500 years later he is actually travelling in the wilderness and can point these places out. Hagar’s descendents are out there watching the Israelites as they pass through the desert. Hagar is restored to fellowship with the Lord. She did not think that the Lord was listening to her at the spring, but finds that He is. “You have heard me and answered me”, she says. Often we have to go to a low point before we come to the point where we understand that God hears, knows, sees and has a plan for us still. Psalms 3:3-4, 6:8-9, 28:6, 34:1-11.

Ishmael will live the life of the Bedouin and be a free spirit. He will be a herdsman and a leader of a wild bunch of men who will pillage others and take what they need. He will live a life without legal framework or too much moral constraint. Sadly he will never be a great believer; he will, as we will see later in Genesis 21, be carnal most of his life. Hagar will however see her son in heaven. The destiny of his people will be mixed through the centuries, with many believers amongst them, but with the majority in active rebellion against God’s plan and God’s covenant people. Refer to the BTB study PROPHECY – ARABS IN PROPHECY.

ABRAHAM LEARNS TO TRUST GOD

Verses 15-16. Ishmael is born into Abram’s household. Hagar had to tell Abram the name and testify her experience to him. Abram was 86 years old when Ishmael was born. When we see him next he is 99 years old and impotent. There is therefore a 13 year long gap in his life where he learns the lesson of trusting in God. Hagar teaches him the lesson of faith, and God’s provision. Both Abram and Sarai learn that the Lord is to be trusted and they are to wait upon the Lord. He will make them wait thirteen years before he speaks again. Their human viewpoint solution to their childlessness delays their blessing for thirteen years.

Abraham tried to do things his way but God says you do it my way or not at all. As at 99 he is impotent he cannot be tempted again with any other woman, and having a natural child has become an impossibility. We should learn from the errors of others, so that we can quickly adjust and be in conformity with the Lord's will. Abram now watched his son grow up, but sadly as if an unbeliever, learning in his impotent state to trust God. 

Believe God's Word, hold to God's Word, be sanctified through the Word, grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ. 2 Peter 3:18. If you want God’s blessing his way, then bring every thought into captivity for Christ, and deal with your problems God's way. Adopt an objective way of thinking and living. 

Do not blame God for setbacks or pressures, but rather seek the Lord’s way through each and every problem you face. If you think doctrine you will be objective and successful in this life, but if you look at things from the human viewpoint you will be subjective and so receive only what man can do for you. This is a lifelong and daily battle. Rely on your Heavenly Father who will not allow you to be tested too greatly. 1 Corinthians 10:13. 

God has a solution to all things, and it depends upon you and me walking in the Spirit, and not following the lusts of the flesh. Refer to the BTB study ETERNAL LIFE.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
God’s way is always the best way through every problem, and every problem has come to us in the plan of God for our life. Everything has happened to teach us something. Let us look for the Lord’s solutions to the challenges of daily life, and walk in the Spirit to deal with all things.

2.
We are heard by the Lord when we pray. He meets us in our distress and our prayers are answered.  We need to bring every thought into captivity to the Plan of God for our life and bring every concern to the Throne of Grace and mercy, for we are heard there. God is the “glory and the lifter of our head”, but we must come to him often to live in this place of joy where we know that daily.

3.
We are part of the plan of God, and in every detail of our life the Lord wants our acceptance of the plan and our obedience to the part we are to play. Every change of direction we make needs to be prayer saturated, and guided by the Lord. Let us pray and move in the filling of the Holy Spirit only. We are each called to a different part to play in the great drama of the Redemption. Let us play our part well.

4.
If God says “wait”, we had better wait until the way of escape is opened up, or we will not get the best the Lord has for us. Let us move ahead only as the Lord directs and leads us.

DOCTRINES

CHRIST - ANGEL OF JEHOVAH

1. The Angel of Jehovah is identified as Jehovah (Genesis 16:7-13, 22:11-18, 31:11-13, Exodus 13:21 cf 14:19, Judges 6:11-23).

2. The Angel of Jehovah is distinguished from Jehovah (Genesis 24:7, Exodus 23:20, 1 Chronicles 21:15-18, Zechariah 1:12-13).

3. The Angel of Jehovah is therefore a member of the Trinity - the same as Jehovah, but distinct from Jehovah.

4. God the Father and Holy Spirit cannot be seen by man face to face (Exodus 33:18-23; John 14:17).

5. Therefore, the Angel of Jehovah is the second Person of the Trinity:  the pre-incarnate Lord Jesus Christ.

a) Jesus Christ identifies Himself as Jehovah (I AM) (John 8:58)

b) The Lord Jesus Christ is the visible/manifest member of the Trinity (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15-16).

c) The Angel of Jehovah never appears after the Incarnation (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:15, 16, 1 John 4:12)

d) Both the Angel of Jehovah and Jesus Christ are sent by Jehovah (the Father).

6. The Angel of Jehovah appeared only in the Old Testament.

a) He wrestled with Jacob. (Genesis 32:24-30)

b) He redeemed Jacob from all evil. (Genesis 48:16)

c) He spoke to Moses from the burning bush. (Exodus 3:2)

d) He protected Israel at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:19)

e) He prepared Israel for the Promised Land. (Exodus 23:20-23)

f) He reassured Joshua (Joshua 5:13-15)

g) He commissioned Gideon (Judges 6:11-23)

h) He ministered to Elijah. (1 Kings 19:5-7)

i) He saved Jerusalem from Sennacherib. (Isaiah 37:36)

j) He preserved Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego in the furnace. (Daniel 3:25)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL LIFE

1. DEFINITION: Life belonging to the ages (Greek word aionios). This is the life of the believer who had a beginning in time but whose life will continue through the other side of death into the infinite future.

2. Mankind were created for eternity. God's purpose was to create a being to enjoy fellowship with forever. 2 Peter 3: 9.

3. The issue for entry into eternal life is faith in Christ. The choice for man is clearly stated in John 3:36, 5:24, Acts 13:46,  Galatians 6:8,  Matthew 25:6.

4. Those who are serious about life and concerned about death ask about it. Matthew 13:40-43, 19:16, Mark 10:17, Luke 10:25, 18:18.

5.  The Lord's words provide the answer to the questions about eternal life. John 6:68, Romans 5:20, 21, Romans 6:22, 23.

It is the Lord who gives eternal life, John 5:39, 40, 12:50.

6. The Lord gives eternal life to those who believe on him, John 10:28, 17:2,

The door to fellowship and all that goes with it is opened by faith in him as Saviour. John 3:15,16, Acts 13:48, John 6:40, 47.

“To Eat His Flesh and Drink His Blood” is graphic language to picture his work and our need to appropriate it for ourselves. John 6:54, 4:14.

7. While it may only be fully known in heaven the believer may grasp a glimpse of eternal life here and now by way of anticipation and relationship. Knowing God is a glimpse of eternal life now, John 17:3, and fellowship with him is the joy of every believer now and forever. 1 John 1:1-4, 5:10-12, 20, 1 Timothy 6:12, 19.

8. Eternal life is received in full at the resurrection/rapture when we all receive our new bodies from the Lord. Rewards are received then to enjoy with the Lord forever. We are all urged to live each day with the eternal life perspective in mind, thinking of our place with the Lord forever. Matthew 19:29, 30, Mark 10:29-31, John 12:25, John 4:36, Romans 2:6,7.

9. Eternal Life is the believers hope, associated with the Rapture and Resurrection, and should be on our mind through each day, as it sets us apart from the unbelievers who have no such hope. Philippians 3:20, 21, Titus 1:2, 2:13, 3:7, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 4:13,  1 Peter 1:3,

10. The assurance of eternal life is grounded in the promise of God given through Christ. 1 John 2:24,25, 1 John 5:13-15.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9,  1 Peter 5:6,  Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6,  1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves  respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1 , 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20,  5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE - POLYGAMY

1. Polygamy was never authorized by the Word of God (Leviticus 18:18; Deuteronomy 17:17).

a) Polygamy is never the will of God.

b) Only man in apostasy or humanism condones polygamy.

2. Polygamy is related to apostasy.

a) Found in the time of Lamech because of apostasy (Genesis 4:19).

b) Jacob's polygamy (Genesis 29) set a precedent for the Jews but was not approved by God.

3. Polygamy violates the doctrine of marriage.

a) By an act of free will, a man can destroy his wife.

b) Man is not designed for an intimate relationship with more than one woman.

4. Polygamy is a form of self -induced misery and unhappiness for man.

5. Monogamy is God's order (Genesis 2:24).

6. Many great believers had one wife, therefore they understood the principle of monogamy e.g. Noah, Joseph, Joshua, Samuel.

7. Trouble related to polygamy.

a) Concentration of jealousy of wives under one roof illustrated by Jacob's wives (Genesis 29, 30), and Elkanah's wives (1 Samuel 1:6ff.).

b) Gideon's polygamy compounded the problems in the children and the discipline carried to the second generation (Judges 8:30 - 9:5).

c) David's polygamy compounded the problems in the children, and the discipline carried to the second generation (1Chronicles 3:1-9).

PROPHECY - ARABS IN PROPHECY

1. The Arabs Nations will be in conflict with Israel until the Second Advent.

2. The "Root of the Conflict" is given in (Genesis 12) where we have the beginning of Israel, through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v 1-3) and also the beginning of the Arabs, through Ishmael and Esau (v 8-20).

3. During a famine, Abraham chose to go to Egypt rather than remain in the Promised Land.  This was a lack of faith on his part.  The Pharaoh takes Sarai into his harem and pays the bride price to Abraham who pretends to be her brother. Included in the bride price is an Egyptian maidservant called Hagar, who will become the mother of Ishmael.

4. Because Sarai is barren, she suggests to Abraham that he have children by Hagar (Genesis 16).  This was in accordance with the laws of that day where, if a wife was unable to produce children, it was her responsibility to provide a servant so that the line would continue.  Again we have a lapse of faith.

5. In those days barren women were despised, and Hagar openly gloats to Sarai over the birth of Ishmael.  Sarai reacts and causes Hagar to flee in a pregnant state from Abraham. In her flight she has an encounter with the Angel of the Lord, who gives a series of prophecies as to the future of her son.

6. The prophecies regarding Ishmael 

a) "He will be as a wild ass of a man". This is not as derogatory a statement as it would be today as in the ancient world many herds of wild asses roamed. The prophecy therefore means that the descendants of Ishmael would be nomadic. 

b) "His hand shall be against every man". The characteristic of Ishmael is that of aggression and he will attack those with whom he comes in contact. 

c) "Every man's hand shall be against him". His aggression will bring retaliation upon himself. 

d) "He shall dwell over against his brother". This is a Hebrew idiom indicating that the Arabs will dwell in a state of hostility side by side with his brother.

7. In the meantime, God opens Sarah's womb, and Isaac is born.  In (Genesis 21) we have the weaning party of Isaac, which would have occurred between the ages of three and five, at which we find Ishmael mocking his half brother, Isaac.   As a result of this mocking Hagar and Ishmael are expelled from Abraham's presence on God's orders and their wanderings begin.  Ishmael eventually marries an Egyptian.

8. The other father of the Arabs is Isaac's son, Esau, twin brother of Jacob (Genesis 25).  Esau was born first and therefore had the birthright which gave him the kingship, priesthood and the double portion.

9. Isaac's family had become wealthy and therefore Esau's hunger was not a life threatening situation.  He despised his birthright, and was willing to sell it for a mere bowl of soup. 

10. The patriarchal blessing is for the person holding the birthright thus Jacob is entitled to the blessing.  The sin is in the deception by Jacob and his mother.  In (Genesis 27:41) it states that Esau hated Jacob because of the patriarchal blessing, and plots his murder. This again shows the antagonism between the Arabs and the Jews.

11.  By  (Numbers 20) Esau's descendants have become the great nation of Edom and those of Jacob have been slaves of Egypt for several generations.  The Jews are miraculously released to travel towards their inheritance in Canaan.  The easiest route is through the land of Edom. Moses petitions the Edomites for passage through their land by means of the King's highway but is refused with violence.

12. In the book of Judges we read of the Ishmaelites inflicting damages against Israel and subjugating them.

13. In (Psalm 83) the writer views prophetically the union of nations which comprise the modern Arab states, conspiring together to eliminate Israel. 

The nations are as follows:- 

(v6)  Edom - Southern Jordan, Ishmael is the father of one segment of the modern world, Moab is in Central Jordan, the Hagarines were from Egypt. 

(v7)  Gibal is in Lebanon, Amon is in Northern Jordan, Amalek was in the Sinai Peninsula, Philistia is in the Gaza Strip, Tyre is in Lebanon. 

(v8)  Assyria comprises all of Iraq and much of modern Syria. 

14. The Future of the Arab Nations.  The individual prophecies are as follows:- 

a) Lebanon - peace will come by means of occupation. Scripture gives the borders of Israel during the Messianic kingdom. It shows Israel occupying all of modern day Lebanon during that period. (Ezekiel 47:13-48:29)

b) Jordan - comprises three ancient nations; Edom, Moab and Ammon. In all three cases peace comes between Israel and Jordan by destruction though not all to the same extent. 

i) Edomites - in (Ezekiel 35:6-9) it becomes a perpetual desolation whilst in (v 14-16) it remains desolate even when the rest of the world is beautified during the Millennium. This is again confirmed in (Isaiah 34:8-15) and in (Jeremiah 49:14-22).

In (Obadiah 17-21) it is noted as part of Israelite territory though no one gets to live there. 

Finally in (Ezekiel 25 :12-14) the cause of their destruction is the nation Israel. War will therefore break out between Israel and Jordan and the southern part of Jordan will be destroyed as a result. 

ii) Moab - which comprises central Jordan will also be destroyed but not to the same degree according to (Jeremiah 48:1-46.) In (v 47) the Scriptures indicate that there will be a Moabite land during the Millennium. 

iii) Ammon or northern Jordan will also be destroyed but will be inhabited according to (Jeremiah 49:1-6)

c) Egypt - peace comes to Egypt by destruction initially followed by conversion as stated in (Isaiah 19 :1-22).  In the first ten verses God's punishment of Egypt is described with economic collapse and wide scale unemployment. 

The conversion of the Egyptians will occur in three stages:- 

i) in (v 16-17) the Egyptians will develop a fear of Israel;

ii) in (v 18) we note that five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the language of Canaan which is Hebrew;

iii) in (v 19-22) we are told that the Egyptians will fall under a cruel dictatorship which will cause them to turn away from their god to worship the true God, the Messiah. 

According to (Joel 3:19) Egypt was to suffer a similar fate as Edom but not quite the same. 

In (Ezekiel 29:8-14) the land of Egypt will be desolate without inhabitants with the Egyptians dispersed among the nations for the first forty years of the Millennial Kingdom. After the forty year period the Egyptians will be regathered to form a nation in the Kingdom. 

According to (Zechariah 14) they will have an annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles 

d) Syria and Iraq - peace with Israel will occur through conversion according to (Isaiah 19:23-25) and will be blessed in the Kingdom with the exception of the city of Babylon which will be a perpetual desolation.

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 17

INTRODUCTION

In chapter 16 we saw the failure of Abraham and Sarah, but they accept their discipline and keep moving forward in faith, and with God’s silence for thirteen years. In their faith walk now they rest in God’s promise and await his next affirmation of the promise and the next step of obedience for them to grasp. To introduce this chapter, read through Romans 4:11‑22, as this is a commentary on the passage before us. 

We must remember consciously a fact about how God sees us, as against how we see ourselves. God sees us from our end rather than where we are, or where we have been, because, to God time sequence is not relevant; he is the author of time and is beyond it’s limits. We must consciously remember this, because it is not the normal, human thinking of creatures who are trapped at this point in a space-time universe. God looks upon us as we will be, not as we are. As a Christian that is the first thing to recognize when we consider the promises of God. 

Here Abram will receive a re-affirmation of the promise that he will be the father of many children, and the father, through them, of many nations. He believed against normal human sight, and even hope, that he would be the father of many nations. He was fully persuaded by the promise of God, because he saw that the one making it could see the future, as if it was present, and he knew that God was not speaking a “prophetic word”, but describing what he was seeing from his perspective. 

This is the issue of faith for us, and why Christian faith is totally different from the faith people may have in the promises of man, or the “Laws of Nature”. We often use physical and human analogies to illustrate the principle of faith, and we must, because we are trapped within space and time, and have to draw upon what we know to explain what we do not know. When we speak of God’s promises however we face a completely different thing to anything within our universe, for God’s Word to us, is eternal security and certainty touching time.

Abram breaks through in his understanding in this chapter of this essential difference between what God says and what men say. He sees a different quality to the promises of God than any promise received from a man. Both depend upon the character of the individual, so in that they are a little similar, but there is still no certainty in the promise of a man. A man may change, be affected by some outside thing, and so not keep their word, even though they intended and even desire to. God has no such character, or incident limitation. 

But it is even more fundamental than that. God does not have to wonder how things will work out, for he sees all time events as if they have already happened, for he is the author of time. There is simply no doubt that God will not keep a promise, for, from his perspective it is as if it has already happened. There is no outside force that will change the final result of space and time, nor anything that will hinder the final wrapping up of this universe in ultimate victory for the one who made it, and all things in it. Abram can look at the stars, and he has done for fourteen years now since the mistake with Hagar, and he can reflect that it is the creator of the stars that has promised him these things.

Abram has walked quietly and humbly before the creator for these last years, and he has reflected on the fact that he, as a creature, does not have to “help” out the creator in any detail to ensure a promise of the creator is kept. God simply does not need our help.  He was fully confident of the promise of God that he would have his own son, even though by the time the Lord speaks again, he was sexually dead. He was confident that God could accomplish what He had promised, because he had made the universe, so any little detail of our life is not beyond his power and ability. God's power is adequate for anything within this universe, and his timing is perfect. 

Abram could not wait fourteen years before this time, so he had the unfortunate incident that produced Ishmael, but he has now learned to wait, and he will receive the promise and enter into greater worship than ever before. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is worship, and whenever a person has learned from God, you will see the evidence in their life at home and their worship within the community and the church. Refer to the BTB study FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

GENESIS 17:1-8

1  And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.  2. And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 3. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 4.  As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5  Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6.  And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7.  And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8.  And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.

REFLECTION

Verses 1‑2. God says to Abram, “Remember me, remember who I am”. If I promise, then be absolutely sure, I will perform. I can keep my promises says God, and I will because my character depends upon it. Man’s response is simply, God says, “Walk before me”. 

Notice it is God who has made the covenant, and would make the new covenant between Him and Abram, it was, as the earlier one had been, an unconditional covenant. Such covenants do not depend on the person, they depend on God. God’s command to illustrate faith, and apply it into daily life, is blunt and straight forward. James 2:18-26.

Verse 1. Let us begin this reflection at the end of the first verse. God wants an outcome in life of Abram’s faith.  "Walk with me and be perfect". The word means completely faithful, sincere, righteous, and true in devotion 100%. In our own strength we cannot fulfil this command, but with God we can, for this is a gift from God through the work of the Holy Spirit. 2 Timothy 3:12-17. 

How does He make us perfect, thoroughly furnished or equipped, for his service? It is our spirit filled application of the Word of God that makes us, through the Spirit’s work, completely ready to serve him, and finally stand before Him. Often we will learn our greatest lessons through suffering as outlined in 1 Peter 1:3-9. 

Read each of the three New Testament passages again now and reflect upon them as you go further into Genesis 17. 

Moses records the age of Abram, and later, verse 17, of Sarai also. It is important to realize just how many years have passed between the chapters here, for Abram has waited a long time to learn the lesson of faith that will be tested here. It will be encouraging to us all as we see that he doesn’t pass the test 100% either, but that his doubts do not stop the plan of God, and neither do ours. God is not limited by our lack of faith, but uses all the faith we have, even the smallest amount. Matthew 13:31-32, 17:19-20. 

Refer to the BTB study on FAITH again here and remind yourself that this is the way we are to walk through this life, by resting upon our faith in the character, plan and promises of God. God sees the heart of his children and if our devotion and love is pure for Him, he can make up any deficiencies we may have in faith and works. He seeks first our loving devotion. Matthew 5:43-48.

In verse one also the Lord announces himself and draws attention to his character as “the Almighty God”. God is able to do all things he has promised because of who he is, and his character is perfection, and what he says he will perform. We rest our faith upon the one who is not ever short of any power to accomplish what he has promised to us. Refer to the BTB studies, GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD, PLAN OF GOD, NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD, FAITHFULNESS OF GOD.

In verses 2 to 5 Moses records that Abraham fell on his face and God talked with his servant. He was flat on his face rather than holding his hands up. In that position he is totally defenceless, totally expressing his devotion to the Lord of his life. This posture of prostration is that used by Moslems today, and was the common posture for worship in the entire ancient world. Matthew 17:1-8, Revelation 1:17. 

Here we have a second restatement of the promise that Abram would become the father of many nations, and in testimony to the truth of that promise Abram is to change his name well in advance of the physical evidence that it will be fulfilled. Romans 4:11-14, Galatians 3:14-18, 22-29.

Verse 5. Abram now has a name change from Abram to Abraham. Only after 13 silent years where he was able to see that his solution was wrong was God in grace going to do what He promised. He became with the name change the father of multitudes rather than exalted father the meaning of Abram. 

God gave Abraham the new name before the name is true in fact. Remember, from God’s viewpoint on time, it is already fact! We wait to see the plan work out, but God has already seen it complete before it began! This is why we can have faith in God, for he is the almighty God the creator, who is therefore able to be the deliverer and Saviour. Abram has his name changed to illustrate his faith and God’s victory over his circumstances, and there are more amazing name changes to come in the future, to express faith, and the victory of the Lord over the things that men see in time. Isaiah 62:1-5, 11-12. 

Romans 4 it tells us that God causes the things that are not to become, because they are part of the plan, and with God all things in time are as present tense. The things that God has promised, they are certain. God is all knowing and knows the beginning from the end. You may be a student of theology but God sees you as you are going to be, He sees you now for what He is going to do with you. Refer to the BTB study GOD – FOREKNOWLEDGE.

Just like Abram we all also receive the command from the Lord, “Walk with Him and be perfect, let Him refine you”. Examine for a moment all the "I wills" in the chapter before us. Notice these, because they remind us that it is God who is going to do the things promised here, and man is going to get the benefit. God is saying to Abraham that he is in God's hands and God will look after him. We are in a similar position as shown by Paul who said, "I am persuaded that He is able to keep those things that I have committed unto him against that day”. Philippians 1:6, see also, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 18, 1 Peter 5:10-11, Jude 24-25.

COVENANT AND CIRCUMCISION

The new name means more than the old one. Abram meant the “father of high and windy places”, or exulted father. It meant the father of strong and mighty sons. Abraham means, ”father of a multitude”. It is a reflection directly upon the promise.  God will make him exceedingly fruitful. When the Lord blesses it is with “more grace”, never little grace. Our little faith is always met by God’s “more grace”. The Lord will bless abundantly. Let us look for the Lord’s blessing and position ourselves in the place where it can be received; the place of obedience. John 10:10, 1 Thessalonians 4:1, James 3:17-18, 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5-7. 

The Abrahamic covenant is now restated. In verse 8 God refers to "your seed, which are the Israelites [ see Romans 4:11-18, 9:6-9], but not just to those of the physical line only, but to all who share Abraham’s faith. Not all Israel are Israel in the true sense, as Paul will remind the Romans; there are many people descended from Abraham physically, who are not true children of faith like their physical father Abraham. 

There are three types of Jews, racial Jews who have the genes of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, religious Jews who practice Judaism, and then regenerate Jews.  It is these last ones alone who are the only true Jews in God’s sight, and with them the people of all nations who stand with Abraham in faith are entered into his blessings. Many will praise Abraham and share his spiritual legacy, while the majority of his physical descendents, (Jewish, Arab and Gentile), will be outside his promises, because they did not stand upon his spiritual, faith-rest foundation and worship the Lord as he did.

Notice also that it is an eternal covenant; which means that it will last throughout time and into eternity the reality for all who are a part of this promise will be eternal. When we enter into this covenant, we are a part of something that has results that go on forever. Abraham is blessed forever, and all who share his faith, share his blessing forever also. When God gives, he truly gives above and beyond what we could ask or even think. 2 Corinthians 12:9, Ephesians 3:20-21. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
God gives above and beyond our deserts and his grace is sufficient for all our needs. We are to learn to rest upon his promises and rejoice in his deliverance in all things through the path we are called to in this present life. 

2.
We are to stabilize ourselves upon the certainties associated with the character of God. God’s character is absolutely stable and his words rest upon his nature and stability in his nature. God does not change; what has been promised will be performed. We reflect that every time we take communion and say aloud, “until he comes”, for in doing that we remember that this celebration is also a prophetic statement of faith; he is coming again!

3.
Entry into the plan of God is for time and eternity; what is changed here and now IN Christ Jesus, is changed forever. We have an eternal destiny with our father in faith Abraham. 

DOCTRINES

HOLY SPIRIT:  FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – see page 51

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – see page 37

GOD:  FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD

1. God planned salvation with full knowledge of all things that would occur historically. (1 Peter 1:2)

2. The foreknowledge of God knows everything without reference to time. (2 Peter 3:8)

3. Divine foreknowledge however does not coerce or influence man's free will.

4. Both divine and human free will exist as an extension of the angelic conflict.

5. God knew millions of years ago how everybody's free will would operate at any point in history.

6. Such knowledge does not coerce the free will of man from acting independently of God.

GOD:  FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure. - Hebrews 10:23

4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful. - 2 Timothy 2:13

5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13

8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13

9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23

10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9

14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

GOD:  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

1. Father, Son and Holy Spirit  Matthew 28:19,20.  These titles emphasise the function of each member of the Trinity.

a) Father - the sovereign authority, who decreed the plan of salvation

b) Son - the obedient Son, who offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin according to the Father's will

c) Holy Spirit - the one who reveals the Son to mankind, thereby bringing honour and glory to Him

2. At the Lord's Baptism ‑ Matthew 3 where the Spirit descends, the Father speaking from heaven and the Son being baptised.

3. We have the Father sending the Son in John 3:16, in John 14‑17 we have the Son sending the Spirit.

4. We have the three fold titles of God Romans 5, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 1, Romans 15

5.  The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3 and called the Lord in 2 Corinthians 3:17.

6. The works of the Lord are ascribed to the Father John 17, the Holy Spirit responsible for the procreation of the Son  Luke 1:35, 2:11; the Son doing the will of the Father John 8, 10, the Holy Spirit sustaining the Son. Matthew 18:28, John 3:34

7. The Trinity are involved in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first advent. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the co operative work of the Trinity, the Father gives the son Romans 8:32, the Lord lays down his life John 10:18, the Holy Spirit empowers Him to offer Himself on the Cross Hebrews 9. On the Cross He addresses the other two members of the Trinity when He cried out "My God, My God why has thou forgotten me?"

8. All three were involved in the resurrection

[a] the Father ‑ Colossians 2:12

[b] the Son as the person who was raised ‑ John 2:19, 10:18, 1 Peter 3:18

[c] The Holy Spirit was involved in His resurrection ‑ Romans 8:11 The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will be involved in our resurrection.  

9. The indwelling of the believer ‑ John 14:23, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit ‑ 1 Corinthians 6:19, we have the power in us ‑ Ephesians 4:6, the Lord in us ‑ Colossians 1:27

GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

2. In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

6. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

7. One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

8. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

9. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

GENESIS 17:9-18

“9  And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 10  This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 11  And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 12  And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 13  He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14  And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 15  And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 16  And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 17  Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18  And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!”

REFLECTION
The covenant the Lord made with Abram is unconditional; the promise of the land does not require anything on Abram’s part. Abram watched as the Lord went through the avenue of sacrifices the first time, but here there is a response required, an act that will certify faith and obedience. In verses 9 to 14 circumcision is introduced and demanded, as the sign of the Abrahamic covenant. 

As indicated in James 2:14-26, Abraham is going to have to do something to prove he believes God. Re-read the James passage and note especially verse nineteen. To believe in the existence of the one true God and affirm it is not good enough. Even to tremble in his presence is not good enough. The reason for this is that the demons believe God is the creator and the one true God, and they truly tremble at the thought of this truth. They acknowledge the truth and tremble, for they know it thoroughly and know what it means for them. Our faith must be at a higher level than the demon’s simple acknowledgement of the truth. 

James says that by our works we will show the nature and quality of our faith. Our works will not produce our faith, nor will they earn points that are credited to our faith, but they will reflect the true reality of what our faith means to us. The demons have a belief that there is the one true God, for they cannot deny the facts they know, but they do not love, worship, nor obey God, for while they acknowledge His nature and reality, they hate him. They have been part of the rebellion of Satan against God, so they truly know their enemy, the Lord God over all, for once they served him. 

Our faith must reflect the quality and character of our belief, and our actions must set us well apart from any statement that a demon can make. The demons know the truth and can “tick the box” in any multi choice questionnaire, for they believe there is a God. Our faith must be more than their acknowledgement of the truth about God! If there is no fruit of righteousness in the life then the king of righteousness does not reign over that life. 1 John 3:7-10, 18-24, 4:13-21, 5:1-3. 

Refer to the EBCWA commentary on the letters of John and examine these verses. The testimony of scripture is clear on this point. No fruit of the Holy Spirit = no relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ! 

A number of years ago a tract was handed out called “The Four Spiritual Laws”, and people were asked, as part of the evangelism associated with it, to literally “tick the boxes” in the tract if they believed in the statements. Mental assent was asked for by this; a belief in the facts presented. If a person accepted the statements in the tract they were pronounced a Christian, yet such an affirmation falls far short of the standard we will see here in Genesis and James, let alone the rest of the New Testament. Abraham has had more than fourteen years to sit with the facts, and the promise made then is now repeated, but this time he is to express his inner faith in actions which reflect for all the world to see what he truly believes, and who he truly worships as the Lord over all he has and is. 

Read through the verses of this chapter now, for we will discuss this chapter as a whole rather than verse by verse. Notice that Abram is to do two things; change his name well before there is any physical evidence of what the name signifies, and then he is to circumcise all the males in his household. He is to circumcise every male in his extended family. Circumcision at an older age is a very painful thing without an anaesthetic, and he is to ensure every male is covered by this covenant sign. Abraham is to express his belief in the Lord’s promise, explain it to all present, testify to his own belief in this promise publicly, and then set a leadership example by his actions and circumcise all the men, and also submit to circumcision himself.  This is not “works salvation”, it is the “working out” of genuine salvation.
From this point on circumcision will be done on the eighth day, which has been shown to be the best day from a medical viewpoint as the antibodies are developed to a stage where they can fight off infection. By nominating the eighth day God is again shown to be not only all knowing but the creator who knows the details of the immune system of the creature he has made.

Most pagan nations at this time were uncircumcised. The act of circumcision shows that they are sons of the promise, not just son’s of their age and peoples; that the Abrahamic covenant is theirs. When a Jew today circumcises his son on the eighth day it will be done with a flint knife. As the baby screams the father will be reciting his prayers claiming the promises for his son. The father in faith is saying "I believe God's Word; I believe that He will provide us with our land, I believe God has a destiny for us as a people". It is now however just a tradition to many, yet the prayers said still act as a reminder to the people in that room of this promise from four thousand years ago. This act of faith of Abraham opens the door for later generations to ask about their relationship with God, and will be the source of salvation for many into the future. 

The cutting away of the foreskin of the male sexual organ also represented a separation from the pagan religions that surrounded the patriarchs and later Israel, which were based on fertility cults and the worship of sex, prosperity, wealth, and power. Every time he looked at his organ a Jewish male could say that he was separated for God and that he must not join himself sexually with uncircumcised people. To the believer it is not unlike the ritual of water baptism for today, not for salvation, but which is a public sign, or testimony, of faith already expressed in the heart well before the action that reflects it openly. Abraham will eventually circumcise Isaac and he will be the son of promise. 

What is the situation of the Jewish Christian? If you are a Jewish Christian you are still an inheritor of the Abrahamic promise, but you are also under a New Covenant, the covenant of grace in Christ Jesus. In the Church there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither bond or free, for we have all become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 

Paul certainly believed he was still an inheritor of the covenant promises to Abraham, but he also saw a bigger picture, and his new role within the new group established because of Israel’s unbelief as a nation. Jewish people becoming followers of the Lord Jesus Christ today do not become less Jewish by accepting their Messiah! Such a viewpoint would be foolishness at best, for all the teaching of the scripture, as we have seen, identifies the Lord giving more and more, not less and less! 

We are not told what part the Jewish believers in the Lord’s Messiahship will play in the millennial kingdom, but from the whole content of prophetic truth we can deduce that all Jewish Christians (or Messianic Jews in another terminology) will have a special role to play, for they have seen and acted on the truth before the final days of the Great Tribulation when the survivors of their nation will repent, and so will be specially blessed for their early obedience. 

Let us not however err by trying to specify what God has for them, for we are not told, and we can wait to see the special blessing that will be theirs then. Remember John 21:20-22. Refer to the BTB study PROPHECY – SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS, and also, ISRAEL, KINGDOM, MILLENNIAL KINGDOM. Let us remember, 

God is not finished with Israel, and he will take them up again after the repentance of their remnant in the midst of the Great Tribulation period. They will come to see the one who was pierced on their behalf and they will be saved. Zechariah 12:10-14, 13:4-6, 14:4, Acts 1:6-12.

Circumcision may still be practiced today by believers, but it is not a sign of the New Covenant, it is simply a preference, for hygiene or cultural reasons. The new covenant in Christ is an even greater covenant than the Abrahamic one and its covenant signs are participation in Baptism once and Communion often. This matter was settled by the early church in Acts 15:1ff. What you have in Him is greater than what you have in Abraham, but it is Abraham who lays the foundation for understanding faith, and he is our “father” in this. 

Refer the EBCWA studies on ROMANS chapters 9-11, and also study the BTB study on the subject of CIRCUMCISION, and COVENANTS, and especially the NEW COVENANT. The references in these studies can be looked up and reflected upon, for each of them makes commentary upon this section of Genesis.

As far as Abraham is concerned he was cutting a piece of useless skin off a defunct organ at this time. He was already impotent at this time, and there was no human hope that he would ever have sex with his wife again, let alone have children from sex. As men age their sperm develops more and more deformity and degeneration, just as the man’s body does. By old age, even if a man is able to have sex, he is more and more unlikely to be able to father a child. 

What God is going to do is a miracle of life from death; Abraham is going to be sexually reborn and will have a son. This is why in Romans 4 he is called a mighty man of faith. He could have said, "I will circumcise everybody else but I am too old, it has no relevance to me". Abraham saw past his sexual death and believed that God could make him alive again. Abraham is going to have a son by his wife. God is going to bring back from the dead their joint ability to procreate, for at this time neither was able to produce a child. 

Sarai is also going to have a name change to Sarah. She is renamed princess even though she is not that at the moment. She is to be told that she will be the mother of many nations, and that kings will be born from her. She is the mother of all the kings of Israel and Judah, and of many others besides through Esau her grand-son. Both Abraham and Sarai are required to affirm their belief in the revelation of the Lord. Abraham is required to preach to his people, and to his wife, and all are required to accept, believe and act upon what they are told by Abraham, for he alone has the vision. John20:29-31, 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, 1 Peter 1:8-9.

BLESSING FOR FAITHFUL ABRAHAM

In verses 15 and 16 Abraham gets a very definite promise about the fact that he and Sarah are going to have a child, and when he hears this he laughs. God reminds him of his adultery with Hagar, by the way he describes Sarah. God makes it clear that in his eyes, Sarah alone is his wife, not Hagar, no matter how “normal” such unions are in his society. God’s promise is clear, “Sarah your wife, is going to conceive”, but Abraham is still at this point considering Ishmael as his heir and his love for that boy is paramount in his mind. 

Abraham knows he has done wrong, that is why he has no other children with Hagar; he has not considered her as his wife and continued having sex with her.  We must be careful of drawing attention to Abraham’s laughter as a sign of lack of faith here, for Moses does not criticize him in the text and there is no sign anywhere in scripture that he lacked faith at this point. Abraham laughs deep within himself. This laughter may well be from a person who has heard something that is too good to be true, it probably does not reflect lack of faith that God can do what he has promised. 

The reasons for Abraham’s laughter is, I believe, joy and pleasure at the very thought that he and Sarah will enjoy their sexual relationship again. Sarai had been a problem for him in many ways but clearly their sexual relationship was always a joy to them both. His prayer to the Lord regarding his son Ishmael illustrates his love for the boy. It tells us that he does not want this innocent boy Ishmael to miss out on any blessing. He will circumcise him with all the other men as a sign that he is under the promise, and he wants him blessed as his son. 

Abraham has loved Ishmael, who is now 13. He wants God to bless Ishmael. Abraham follows the instructions implicitly. They all are circumcised with Ishmael first, and then the rest following, and having done all the men in his house, Abraham finally circumcises himself. 

GENESIS 17:19-27

“19  And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 20  And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 21  But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 22  And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 23  And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him. 24  And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25  And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26  In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son. 27  And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him.”

REFLECTION

The name Isaac literally means laughter and Abraham is told that the boy will be called laughter. God promises an everlasting covenant with the seed of Isaac. This confirms that throughout history there will be a Jewish race. God says that as far as Ishmael is concerned He has blessed him, speaking of things to come as if they have already occurred, because it is certain. Ishmael will be blessed mightily and he will be father to twelve nations of the Arab peoples, but it is Isaac who is the son of spiritual promise and through whom the great prophets and the sole Messiah will come. 

Isaac is going to be a believer, and it is in his line that the Messiah will come and through whom the world will be blessed. Hagar is a strong believer whilst her son Ishmael clearly is not. There is no direct comment that indicates that he does not worship God, but his behaviours towards Isaac will later show that he does not respect God’s promise through Isaac. He will grow up apparently as a carnal believer, but many from his seed amongst the Arab peoples will become active and powerful believers, and are so today, but they are blessed by re-entry into the faith of Abraham, and they are blessed through the seed of Isaac, the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is this faith that transforms the ancient hatred between the two brothers and restores God’s Plan for the lives of the individuals who enter into Abraham’s faith.
The question as to where Abraham is regarding his faith in the words of the Lord is answered in verses 23 and following. His actions tell us that his faith in God is now 100%. If there was any wavering at all that wavering is blown away by faith in the promises of God. The Lord has spoken to Abraham and then goes up from him. The Lord is speaking to Abraham, and Abraham is listening to God. His response is shown by his actions once the Lord stops talking to him. 

Whatever the reasons behind Abraham’s laughter, when the Lord has finished Abraham says, “Amen – I believe all the Lord has told me”, with his flint knife as he circumcises all his males. He also preaches this message to all the people and renames his wife, who accepts his words as true and worships the Lord her God and Abraham as her true and noble husband. 

Abraham’s obedience opens the door to a new phase in their relationship, and his wife truly becomes the princess she was meant to be. At 99 and 90 years of age respectively, they come into a new phase in their walk with God and each other. Many today seek a way to regenerate their marriage, yet they fall short in their obedience to the words of the Lord. The husband needs to take the leadership role here and lead his wife into the Word and so bring glory and worship into the heart of the marriage and family. Abraham has taken the leadership role and preached the truth, and acted upon it in a dramatic way. 

Abraham and all the men will be nursing their wounds from the circumcision for at least seven days. They will be unable to do any work, and especially they will be unable to fight and defend themselves from any enemy through this time. The act of Abraham is an immediate act of faith in a violent time. This stand of faith in what God has said, and in the Lord’s ability to defend them all, is a testimony to his growth in faith through the silent years since the events recorded in Genesis 15. 

Abraham will become sexually active again at some point after this time, but during these days Sarah will be his nurse, as each woman will nurse her husband through these days, and in this time she is transformed, as Peter records. 1 Peter 3. Sarah and Abraham have a little more waiting to do until their sexual life is restored, for the Lord has another lesson for Sarah also before she conceives and bears Isaac. She like her husband Abraham needs to laugh with God and fully accept the promise of a son. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
So called “Easy Believism” has no place in Christian theology. Simple affirmation of the facts about Jesus does not save anyone, for the devils themselves believe he is the Son of God, and that he died for the sins of man; they believe those things, because they cannot deny them, but they hate him still. It is not mental assent, but the devotion of the heart to the Lord that saves. We are called to bow at his feet as our Saviour and Lord, to accept that what he did was for us. The sign of this heart prostration will be actions in our life that speak to the world of the transformation the Holy Spirit has made within us through the power of the risen Lord Jesus Christ. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is the works of righteousness that will always follow genuine salvation. A person without the fruit of the Holy Spirit does not know the Lord as their Saviour!

2.
Circumcision was both a sign of covenant separation for blessing, and from pagan sexuality. The call to those who are separated out from their people for the service of the Holy God, was that they be separated also from the sexual evils around about them. Let us take this challenge seriously and separate ourselves form every appearance of sexual evil that otherwise will lead us away from the loving intimacy and truth that is in Christian marriage. 


This means we have no part in sexually explicit movies, magazines, television or any media that makes sex a commodity. We are to not allow such things to enter our homes, nor are we to speak of such things. Let us speak up for marital fidelity and sexual purity as loving intimacy between a right man and his right woman, and not accept anything this world has to offer as an alternative.

3.
The Abrahamic Covenant was an eternal, unconditional covenant. It still applies. God is not finished with the Jewish people yet. Their remnant will be saved, and that remnant will, as a saved nation, enter the Millennial Kingdom, to bring glory to the Lord until the end of time. The Lord Jesus Christ will yet be recognized by the survivors of the Jewish people as their Messiah. They will look upon him whom they pierced and they will be delivered in that day by Him.  The Arab sons of Abraham will also receive the promised Messiah in a future day and stand with their brethren through Isaac and welcome the Lord’s Second Advent.   Refer to the EBCWA book 121 –Rediscovering the faith of Their Father Abraham – The Arab Nations in the Last Days.
4.
Baptism is the sign of the New Covenant, just as Circumcision was the sign of the Abrahamic and later the Mosaic. We are called to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord and testify publicly to our faith by believer’s baptism. This is our covenant sign now.

DOCTRINES

CIRCUMCISION

1. Circumcision was designed by God as a sign of the Abrahamic covenant. (Genesis 17:10-14)

2. It was both a physical operation and at the same time a circumcision had ritual connotations. (Romans 2:25)

3. No Jew could partake of the Passover without first being circumcised. (Exodus 12:48)

4. Circumcision indicates dedication of the male. It occurred on the eighth day. Medical science has shown, from an infection viewpoint as well as coagulation of the blood, that the eighth day is the optimum. (Leviticus 12:2,3)

5. The ritual of circumcision has no significance in the Church Age and only intrudes as a false standard. (1 Corinthians 7:18,19; Galatians 5:2,3; Ephesians 2:11)

6. Circumcision became a rallying point for legalism. (Acts 15:1,24; Galatians 6:12,13)

7. Circumcision is used to designate the Jews by race and by nation. (Galatians 2:8; Colossians 4:11; Titus 1:10; Ephesians 2:11)

8. During their period of slavery in Egypt, the Jews started to fail to circumcise their male children. (Exodus 4:24-26)

9. This neglect continued into their wilderness wanderings. (Joshua 5:4,5)

10. Moses neglected to circumcise his sons. (Exodus 4:24,25)

11. Circumcision to the Jewish baby is the equivalent of dedication in the modern church. The adult circumcision (Genesis. 17:24-27) can be analogised to believers' baptism in the Church Age.

ISRAEL

1. Israel has a future which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the second advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke ) Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the second advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from  Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity.(Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

1. Note:  Some of the events in the Tribulation may occur in a slightly different sequence.

2. CHURCH AGE

a) Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b) Judgment Seat of Christ (believers only - purpose is rewards) (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

3. TRIBULATION (first 3 1/2 years)

a) Revival of Roman Empire, Ten Nation Confederacy (Daniel 7:7, 24, Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 12, 13).

b) Rise of Middle East Dictator (Daniel 7:8, Revelation 13:1-8).

c) Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem

d) Seven seals judgments (Revelation 6:1ff) and seven trumpets judgments (Revelation 8:7ff).

e) Two witnesses preach from Jerusalem until killed. 

f) Peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

g) World church established (Revelation 17:1-15).

h) Russia attacks Israel about four years before the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 38, 39).

4. GREAT TRIBULATION (second 3 1/2 years)

a) Peace treaty with Israel broken

b) Antichrist sets up Abomination of Desolation and demands worship (Matthew 24:15,21).

c) World government, world economic system, world religion begins (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 13:5-8, 17:16, 17).

d) Seven bowl judgments (Revelation 16:2ff).

e) Martyrdom of many Tribulation Saints and Jews (Revelation 7:9-17, 13:15).

f) Catastrophic divine judgments poured out on the earth (Revelation 6:17).

g) World war breaks out in Middle East; battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:40-45, Revelation 9:13-21, 16:12-16).

5. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

a) Second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:27-31, Revelation 19:11).

b) Tribulation surviving believers proceed into the Millennium (Matthew 3:12).

c) Unbelievers cast off the earth (Ezekiel 20:33-38, Matthew 3,12, 25:31-46, Jude 14, 15, Revelation 19:15-21, 20:1-4).

d) Satan bound (Revelation 20:1-3).

e) Resurrection of Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs (Revelation 20:4).

6. MILLENNIUM

a) Millennial kingdom begins (Revelation 20:5, 6).

b) Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years in perfect environment and peace (Revelation 20:4-6).

c) Satan released at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

d) Rebellion of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10).

e) Resurrection of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:5a).

f) Great White Throne Judgment (unbelievers only - purpose is judgment) (Revelation 20:11-15).

7. ETERNITY

a) New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (Revelation 21, 22).

b) Believers blessed forever with Christ (Revelation 21 - 22:5).

c) Unbelievers punished forever with Satan (Matthew 25:41).

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 18

INTRODUCTION

The Lord as a Christophony appears to Abraham in the middle of the day with two angels. Abraham bows before them and asks them to stay and receive his hospitality, and noticing that there is something different about them, he personally serves them. He goes and tells Sarah that something very special is happening so that she is ready to receive these guest’s words, and then goes personally and fetches a calf. He kills it himself and arranges for a meal to be prepared. This is a perfect picture of eastern hospitality. He is a good host, but more, he is alert to what the visit of these men may mean and what they have to tell him.

The leader of the three, the pre-incarnate Christ, asks ‘Where is Sarah your wife?” This would be a surprise in itself, for no stranger would ever even know another man’s wife’s name at this time, let alone greet her by name. Such an act would lend itself to be interpreted as adultery and swords would be drawn. The Lord then says that Abraham will become sexually active again. He repeats the promise of God received weeks or months before, “Sarah your wife will have a son”. 

Now Sarah was just inside the tent and heard this statement, which caused her to laugh inwardly. Her thought processes parallel Abram’s ones those weeks/months before and she laughs within. Will I enjoy sex with my husband again? She laughs at the pleasant thought. The healthy enjoyment of sex between the husband and wife is important in a marriage relationship, and even in their nineties this couple can think of sex with pleasure and joy, even though it has been stopped for some considerable time at this point. 

The Lord then said to Abraham "Why did Sarah laugh". This probably caused a clatter of pots inside the tent as Sarah realized that the stranger was reading her mind. Is anything too hard for the Lord? ‑ No. 

If you are in Christ and doing His will nothing is too hard. There is a solution to all things in Him. The Lord was able to restore their sexual ability. She will have a son. Sarah came out of the tent and denied laughing but the Lord replied that her son would be called laughter ‑ Isaac. This has already been told to Abraham and so the identity of the visitor is now sure and certain to them both.

GENESIS 18:1-15

“1  And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 2  And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 3  And said, My LORD, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: 4  Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 5  And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. 6  And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 7  And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. 8  And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 9  And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 10  And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. 11  Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? 13  And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 14  Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 15  Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.”

REFLECTIONS

We are not told how many weeks or months have passed by since the events of the previous chapter. There is a waiting time before this elderly couple are restored to sexual health, and it would appear they enjoy extremely good health for the rest of their long lives. Abraham will live until 175 years of age, Genesis 25:7, and Sarah will live until 127 years, Genesis 23:1. 

These are not excessive ages at this time in history, and indeed we have evidence of a similar age to Abraham with a man who is buried in Westminster Abbey in London, Thomas Parr. He lived from the 1480s – 1660s. Do not let anyone mock the great ages of the Patriarchs, for they lived simply, ate well, and were physically active all their lives, and so attained the age that was not uncommon then, and has occurred many times since in various cultures and places.

They do not know at this point how long they will live, and so each week must have seemed a long time, but in God’s plan they are secure and they wait with relaxation in their spirits for the Lord’s fulfilment of his promise to them. The next event is a Christophony, and Moses makes it quite clear that this is what is involved in the appearance of the “three men”. They are not men at all, but two of them are angelic beings in the form of men, and one is the Lord himself. Refer again to the BTB study CHRIST – ANGEL OF JEHOVAH on page 89, and also refer to FAITH on page 37.

Verses 1-2. It was common for a great pastoralist to sit under his large tent flap, upon carpets or skins, and hold his “court” (in Arabic – his majlis), dealing with disputes, and acting as the judge of his clan. Abraham is simply exercising his role as the leader, and watching out for visitors or enemies, his tent being in the place where he will see things first. 

Once again we have the true leadership concept here; Abraham leads from the front, and his tent is not placed behind a protective shield of his men’s tents, but it is in the forefront of the camp, in the place of danger, with the best view. He is trusting in the Lord and he is ready to serve the Lord in any way he can with those who come to his encampment, and he is waiting for the Lord to come again to speak with him further.

Abraham sees these men and runs towards them. This was an unusual action, and not the action that was common in the ancient or modern Middle East. Abraham realizes that these men are not the normal desert or pastoral visitors, but beings of great power and dignity, and he knows one of them. He acts in a way that would hazard his life if these men were strangers and potentially dangerous. He places himself absolutely at their mercy, and bows down to the ground in the posture of worship towards them. It is as if he has been waiting for a visitation from God again, and looking out for Him, and desires with all his heart to be able to give the Lord hospitality again. Genesis 17:1, Hebrews 13:2, 1 Peter 4:8-9.

Verses 3-5. Abraham is not just going to get “a morsel”, he is going to prepare a simple feast for these visitors, but in the traditions of the East, he does not arrogantly claim great wealth and try to put on a lavish banquet to impress the visitors but in humility offers all he has to meet their needs. The old arrogance and pre-occupation with wealth is gone, and we now meet a man who is solely focused upon all he can do to serve his Lord and Saviour, and those who love and serve the Lord also. Romans 12:9-18. This is our call before the Lord. 

To offer to wash the feet of guests was a sign of absolute humility before them, and a clear admission of their superiority, and your own servitude before them. Luke 7:37-50, John 13:3-17. These two New Testament passages are important commentaries upon the faith and thinking of Abraham as he does this act to prepare his guests for their meal. Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE.

Abraham is thinking of the needs of these visitors, and his provision is intelligent and timely. Many believers lack common sense and foresight, and so are unable to meet the needs of others and serve the Lord in practical ways. Abraham has been thoughtful, and has met their needs in the order most likely to be important. He has invited them to rest in shelter from the sun, he has given them fresh and pure water to quench their thirst, and washed their feet so they will feel comforted after their hard journey, and he has then gone to prepare a meal for them to enjoy. The meal may take an hour or two to prepare, so they are rested while they wait for that with a snack of bread and dips made by Sarah; that remain common fare in any Middle Eastern restaurant today. 

Verse 6. Abraham has involved Sarah in the service of these visitors, for he knows that what they have to say to him will involve her. He involves his wife and expects her to be a part of the spiritual events that will unfold. He has the expectation that she will gain something here also, and so he places her in the place where she can benefit. Often we do not involve our families in the place of blessing and then we wonder why they are not blessed. If Bible teachers arrive to a church, do we get all the people we care about to come and hear them? Do we place ourselves in the place of blessing and gather around us all we care about? Luke 10:38-42.

Verses 7-8. Abraham himself now takes definitive actions to prepare a meal for the visitors. Normally a servant would be sent to do such things, but Abraham wants no corners cut in his service to these three, and he leaves them to rest under the shade while he does this. 

This is not rude, but shows his focus upon service. He knows they will speak to him when all is done to meet their needs, and so he focuses all his attention on meeting their needs first, and then he listens to what they have to say. First meet the needs or demands of the Lord regarding service, and then, from the place of obedience, listen to his words of instruction. How often do we get this order of things right? Refer to BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE  SERVICE – page 30.

Verses 9-11. Abraham’s expectation that the Lord has a specific thing to say to him and Sarah is not disappointed, for the Lord speaks directly of the promise made in the recent past. The Lord reaffirms the promise made before, and makes it very specific for Sarah, and says it so that she can hear from her place behind the tent flap. She is in the safe place, hidden from public gaze, but able to hear all that goes on. 

This was the proper place for a wife of a husband, not parading herself in front of the men, so as to be a source of sexual temptation, as has happened before. Genesis 12:13-19. Both these people are now in the right relationship with each other and waiting on God. Titus 2:1-5.  It is a specific promise of sexual rebirth, and it is for both of them; their sexual function and it’s associated pleasure will return.

In verse 12  Notice Sarah’s question. “Shall I have pleasure with my Lord?” said Sarah. She has at long last broken through to a biblical position in her relationship to her husband Abraham and is totally devoted to him and looks forward to the possibility of enjoying sexual pleasure again with him. 1 Peter 3. The Bible indicates that women are responders, and find their greatest joy in relationship when they are able to freely respond to a man who protects them, hears them, adores them, and are worthy of respect by them. 

If the woman is a nag and bitter towards her man, then the Bible blames the man, and says that the husband is probably the problem; the Bible gives men no excuse in their marriage failures, for the woman has responded to them. Men have the responsibility of being worthy of respect, admiration and adoration. Sarah is not subservient to Abraham, she loves, respects and admires him at all levels; she now has the right relationship to him for blessing to flow to both. Every time she calls Isaac she will remember how she laughed and she (and us all) will remember that nothing is too hard for God. 

Once again, do not see the laugh as lack of faith here, any more than it was for Abraham; Moses records both times of laughter as an indication of joy on both their parts, although the question underlies it. They find it still too good to be true, but they have faith now in the word of the Lord. Romans 4:18-25.  Their faith will grow and develop strength and as their sexual relationship begins it will be built up further to the point where they realise Sarah will have a child. 
Verses 13 -15.  The Lord asks Abraham, why did your wife laugh? Now Abraham hasn’t heard her! The answer is given before Sarah is confronted by the Lord. The Lord always gives us the principle first, then the rebuke. Sarah was fearful and so she lied to the Lord, but this lie isn’t fatal, or even punished, for the Lord knows she is dust! He knows we are all dust. He knows our weaknesses and does not expect any more than we are capable of. Our view of the Lord needs to see his compassion towards us, not our weaknesses to the fore. God seeks our blessing not our judgment. Genesis 3:19, Psalms 29:11, 103:1, 14, Hebrews 6:11-15.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Wait upon the Lord! How often we panic and act before we are sure of the Lord’s command in a matter. God is in no hurry, and we must not be. Listen for the Lord, look for the Lord’s guidance, and then leap into action as Abraham did. Are we expecting the Lord to speak to us this day? We ought to be expecting the Lord to be interested in our daily life, for he is, and seeks to guide us today in some matter. Let us listen prayerfully through each day for the Lord’s teaching.

2.
Abraham is ready to do intelligent service to the Lord. He is ready to see the needs of others and meet them thoughtfully. He thinks, and operates from all his faculties, not just emotion. Let us serve the Lord with all our hearts and minds.

3.
Abraham involves his wife in the service to which he is called. He seeks her involvement and makes it easy for her to be a part of what is happening. He wants her to share the task and share the blessing. Do we seek this for our marriage partner? This is the Lord’s call to us. Also he is worthy of respect and admiration now, and Sarah calls him Lord. As Christian husbands we need to be worthy of our wife’s love and respect. Let us ensure we do not frustrate them, but rather set the example of service and be worthy of their loving respect in all things.

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

1. Definition: Attitude or Mental attitude is the state of mind where the mind is set on a course of action on the basis of the whole function and thinking of the soul.

2. Every believer faces the inner conflict of divine versus human viewpoint. These two attitudes are at war in humanity in human history from the time of the fall. (Isaiah 55:7-9)

3. We are commanded to have divine viewpoint in our souls not the viewpoint of Satan (worldliness). 2 Corinthians 1:7, 10:5.  (via Doctrine in the Soul). 

3. Attitude determines both the life and character of a person - what you think is what you are (Proverbs 23:7)

4. As Christians we are commanded to have our thinking in tune with the mind of Christ. Gods plan for our lives calls for a new attitude in our souls, a new viewpoint, without any human viewpoint or mental attitude sin (1Corinthians 2:16, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 Romans 12:2, Philippians 2:5, 2 Timothy 1:7)

5. Fellowship within a church is based on believers all being in tune with what the Bible teaches. Philippians 2:2.

6. Knowledge of the Bible (the mind of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16) and control by the Holy Spirit renews the mind of the believer, giving divine viewpoint. (Romans 12:2)

7. The right mental attitude produces joy (Philippians 2:2), confidence (2 Corinthians 5:1,6,8), stability (Isaiah 26:3-4, Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2), true giving (2 Corinthians 9:7), love (1 Corinthians 13:5)

8. Human viewpoint is called worldliness. (Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2)

9. Evil is what you think as you are following Satan’s policy. Matthew 9:4, Galatians 6:3. Mental attitude sins produce self induced misery. (Proverbs 15:13)

10. Without clear thinking there is conflict in the mind of the believer. Isaiah 55:6-9, James 1:7-8.

11. True stability of Character comes only this way. Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2.

12. Giving is a mental attitude. 2 Corinthians 9:7. Love is a mental attitude. 1 Corinthians 13: Deuteronomy 6:5,10:12.

13. Worldliness is a mental attitude: It is all non-grace thinking i.e. Anti Gods Plan, Colossians 3:2.

14. Confidence in service and living generally flows from having "Divine Viewpoint" which has other advantages such as 

[a] Stability in life - James 1:8

[b]  Prosperity of soul  - Philippians 4:7

[c] Giving to the Lord - 2 Corinthians 9:7

[d] Spiritual rather than  worldly - Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2

[e] Purity rather than evil - Matthew 9:4

[f] No arrogance - Galatians 6:1-5.

[g] Inner beauty - 1 Timothy 2:9,10,15.

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY

1. God instituted families and marriage from the start of mankind on earth (Genesis 2:24).

2. Marriage was to be monogamous (Genesis 2:24). They are classified as 'one flesh'. They must leave mother and father and set up their own house (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:4-5).

3. Adultery or breakdown of marriage was so serious a matter that it was included in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:14).

4. The husband is the head of the family (Genesis 3:16).

a) He should be willing to die for her (Ephesians 5:22-23).

b) He provides for his family (Genesis 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:8).

c) He should rear the children in the fear of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6,7).

d) He should not provoke his children (Colossians 3:21).

5. Wives are subject to their husbands (Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22,23. 1 Peter 3:1-6).

a) She has the place of honour in the home (1 Peter 3:7).

b) She has a deep desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16).

6. Children should be obedient to both parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 22:15; 23:13).

a) They must honour (Ephesians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:4; John 19:26).

b) If they honour their father and mother they will have long lives (Exodus 20:12).

7. Three ways in which normal family life parallels the relationship that God the Father has with "The Christ"

a) It is grounded from one head - (1 Corinthians 15:45-50).

i) In the garden of Eden Adam was created first and Eve was taken from Adam's side. Eve had to be taken from Adam.  The second Adam was Jesus Christ and out of Him will come a new spiritual race. 

ii) I am my father's child because I have received from him his image. Similarly when we are born again we receive the image of God.

b) The family is subject to discipline - (Hebrews 12:3-15)

i) It is important to train your children to live righteously. 

ii) God's discipline trains us to walk in His will, in the place of blessing.

iii) The child must learn wisdom from the parents. (Exodus 12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6:6-25, Joshua 4:5-8) God is wisdom.

c) The parents are responsible for their family's conduct, morally and legally.  Our witness reflects on God.

8. In a survey in the U.S.A. eight reasons were given as to why the family unit was being weakened in that country.

a) The rise of promiscuity.

b) Transfer of the protection of the family from the head of the family to the State.

c) Transfer of the education of the child from the parents.

d) Movement of family recreation from the family to outside including television.

e) Transfer of the place of production from the home to the factory.

f) The use of aged accommodation for senior members of the family rather than them staying in the home.

g) The loss of traditional homemaking skills and the rise of the supermarket society.

h) Transfer of religious instruction from the home to outside. 

GENESIS 18:16-33

“16  And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. 17  And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; 18  Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19  For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 20  And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21  I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 22  And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD. 23  And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24  Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 25  That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 26  And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 27  And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the LORD, which am but dust and ashes: 28  Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 29  And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 30  And he said unto him, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 31  And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the LORD: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake. 32  And he said, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 33  And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.”

REFLECTION
The three visitors now stand and make ready to move onwards, and they set their faces towards the Valley of the Jordan, towards the city of Sodom. They make it clear to Abraham that this is their destination. Abraham guesses that this is about Lot, the believer there, and the next verses record the intercession of Abraham for his nephew and his family. 

Verse 16. Abraham does what was expected in the ancient world, and right into New Testament times; he accompanies the angels on their journey towards Sodom. This is something that is still practiced in many places, and it is a lovely thing when on the Lord’s service to be accompanied on your way by brethren. Acts 15:3, 20:38, 21:4-6, Romans 15:24, 3 John 6-8.

Verses 17-18. The Lord then speaks aloud to the two angels, so that Abraham hears his words. Should we hide what we are going to do? The answer is carried in the construction of the question; the Lord is not going to hide what he is going to do to Sodom and the cities of the plain. The reason the Lord gives is a strange one at first sight. The Lord states that Abraham will be told what is going to happen in advance because he will be the father of many nations. If this is all we read, then we could jump to the wrong conclusion, that it is his status that is the reason for his being told the mind of God over this matter, but that is not the reason.  

Verse 19. Now we have the reason given; Abraham is being told these things because he is to be a great teacher of all the people who will come after him. He is told this in advance to record it and pass on to his descendents the truth of God’s character and dealing with mankind. Abraham will teach the truth to all in his company and will teach and live a life that illustrates God’s righteousness, justice, and judgment. 

It is this faithful passing on of the truth that is the reason why Abraham will be a blessing to all peoples, and will be blessed. Blessing comes through the path of obedience to the Lord’s Word. As we obey and pass on the message to others, so the people who see and follow our example are blessed. We bless others by means of the example of obedience. Psalms 78:1-8, Proverbs 6:20-23.

Verse 20. Judgment has been progressive upon the cities of the plain. They were captured by Chedorlaomer, and restored by Abraham’s grace, but they have not learned from the experience, but rather returned to their evil deeds and did even more. Their evil is great and their “cry” rises up to God. There are two possible meanings of this term “cry”; the first is the loud cry of victory, of the people who commit evil deeds, and rejoice in them. The second is the cry of the abused people in the cities, who are the victims of their sexual depravity and murders.   No sin remains stationary; it heads downhill to more and more abusive evils.
Both depravity and abusiveness are probably involved here. Sexual depravity has two faces to it, and is always abusive, and if left unchecked will always lead to violence and finally murder. The sins of these places are described as “grievous”. The word used means “heavy” in it’s impact upon others; their actions are a burden to others. The Lord’s reason for judgment is both the nature and effect of the sin, but the heavy impact of it upon others is the main reason they have run out of time and will be eliminated from the earth within twenty fours hours of this discussion.

Verses 21-22. The Lord says that he will inspect the city and see if the reports are correct, and if they are as bad as the reports indicate, then there will be total judgment upon the place and it’s evil people. The Lord’s justice is seen here, for the guilty will not bring the innocent down unless there is total apostasy and there is no hope for redemption. 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, Ezekiel 22:29-31. The two angels leave them at this point, and head for the city down the road towards the plain, and Abraham is left with the Lord. Refer to the BTB studies, JUSTICE, SIN, ABOMINATION SINS BEFORE THE LORD, and refer back to BTB study of LOT-CARNALITY on page 48.

Verses 23-24. We are urged to draw near to the Lord, and Abraham sets us the example here of that. Hebrews 10:19-22, James 4:8-10, 1 Peter 5:6-7. Abraham is going to argue for the lives of Lot and his family, who he knows will be in the city, and who have compromised their faith, but he hopes not fatally. Abraham still believes that Lot has remained righteous and holds the truth in the midst of the city of Sodom. Sadly he is only partly right about this. Lot’s compromise faith has cost him his family, and most will not join him and escape the city when they can. Romans 1:18-32. 

Abraham will argue on the basis of the character of God, for he knows that God cannot and will not do anything that is unjust and unfair. This is the assurance we can have when we face things that are hard to understand. Remember, we do not have all the facts in any case, and God does have all the facts in every case, and so his actions will reflect truth most accurately.  Refer back to the BTB study GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD on page 75.

Verses 25-33. Abraham works his way down to the figure that he believes will guarantee the safety of the city of Sodom. He believes that Lot and his extended family number at least ten adults, and he believes that they all will be believers and standing for righteousness. Sadly he is wrong about this. This tells us that Lot must have had at least three or four other adult children above and beyond the two unmarried girls who are with him in his house. 

Abraham believes that the extended family of ten adults must be all believers and will be, like Lot, standing for righteousness. Abraham is persistent, but polite and respectful with the Lord, and he is focused on the number ten. Lot has compromised too much through the years however, and all his children have been fatally weakened by their pagan neighbours witness, rather than influenced by their father.  Refer back to the BTB study on EVIL on page 52.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1. 
Have you been a servant of the Lord in your service in bringing others on their way to serve the Lord? Have you put yourself out to assist the servants of the Lord? The Lord requires us to assist our brethren in the work of the Lord. Let us run to assist our brethren.

2. 
God is absolutely just and fair in all his dealings with those who follow evil and sin. The people of Sodom had many warnings and ignored them all. Their final warning will be in the person of the two angels and their disgusting actions will open the door to their destruction. God is fair and judges slowly, but when he finally moves, it is thorough and none escape the consequences of their free choices. 

3.
Abraham boldly approaches the throne of grace and pleads for Lot and his family, without asking for them by name. One cannot help wonder what might have happened had he simply prayed to the Lord in person for Lot and his family by name! Let us pray for those we know by name that they might be changed by the power of God, or at least convicted of sin and righteousness and of judgment. John 16:8-11.  

DOCTRINES
JUSTICE

1. God’s character involves perfect justice as an attribute. All he does is just and righteous.  Refer Character of God, Righteousness.

2. We must adjust our lives and attitudes to God’s perfect Justice. We do this at salvation by recognizing our need of a perfect Saviour. We do that when we sin and confess our sins, recognizing that we need the perfect sacrifice for sin, and we do this through Christian growth to spiritual maturity, as we grown more Christ like, so that our lives are characterized by more justice in our dealings. Refer Sin, Salvation, Maturity.

3. God’s grace provides through the Cross what his Righteousness and Justice demands from sinful man. Romans 5:12, 6:23, 1 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 1:9, 2:2.

4. God’s perfect Justice is met by the Cross and he waits for us to appropriate the blessings of salvation through faith in Christ. He waits to bless us without any compromise to his perfect character. Proverbs 1:3, Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:13, Isaiah 30:18.

SIN – ABOMINATION SINS TO THE LORD

Proverbs 6:16‑19 shows what God hates - the seven worst sins.  God's hatred for immorality is even more for these seven sins. 

1.  Proud Look:  God hates a proud look, a look of self righteousness, people who look down on others.  God's justice is even more on his own where they have accepted His son yet still harbour sin.  You may be in such a church.  Or you may be in a church which has no immorality but they have many mental attitude sins. 

2.  Lying Tongue:  Another sin pattern is lying tongues.  These can consist of lying flatterers, lying pastors who should be teaching the truth but are not.

3.  Hands that Shed Innocent Blood:  Hands that shed innocent blood are those who murder including abortionists, drunken drivers, thugs, drug dealers and the wealthy doctors and lawyers who protect them.

4.  Hearts that Devise Wicked Imaginations:  Hearts that devise wicked imaginations, minds that are full of lust, they are thinking it all the time, lust for money, lust for power, lust for sex, full of anger and hatred, jealousy.  It is very important to confess your sin.

5.  Feet that are Swift to Run to Mischief:  These are people who dwell on things that are wrong and explain it to people in great detail.  These are voyeurs, people who lack the courage to do things themselves but love to see others wallow in it.  People who look at pornography.  It is people who gossip on the basis that you will pray more effectively.

6.  False Witness:  False witnesses are people who lie to injure the innocent.

7.  Sowers of discord:  These are those who have hidden agendas, they pervert and distort discussions. 

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER19
THE  CANAANITES

Why were the Canaanites destroyed? The clue is in the nature of their religious expression. Canaanite religion was, even on the scale of it’s day, very bad indeed; being centred in every possible sexual perversion, and all under the guise of religion. It included promiscuity, prostitution, homosexuality, bestiality, and child sacrifice. The Philistines also practiced a religion that had many elements like this, centred around their religious Lord Beelzebub. 

The authors of ancient history wrote about what happened to the children in the child sacrifices, and their descriptions are awful to read. This was Satanic religion gone to an extreme of depravity that is mind blowing, yet in our own day, in so called civilized nations, this sort of perversity has reared it’s head again. Sexual abuse of children is rampant, and the murder of children in the process is occurring more and more frequently. This sort of practice is from the pit of hell itself, and God hates it. The people of Sodom and the surrounding area have gone into this form of sexualized religion so far that there is no alternative but to judge and destroy them all. Refer to the EBCWA study RELIGION on page 10.

Even the Greeks and Romans, who were perverted themselves, when they wrote about these people showed their disgust. The Canaanites would throw their children on to the preheated paws of the metal idol and as their children screamed as they were burnt to death they would use the screams to increase the sensual pleasure of their own jaded sexual appetites. 

There is a warning here directly to our own day. If any people group are involved in sexual immorality they will find themselves going further and further into depravity over time, because they will not get the thrill out of even their initial forms of abnormal sex. This is one of the reasons that the Canaanites had to be destroyed, and is a reason for the destruction of people even today. The modern homosexual movement sadly illustrates this, with its drug saturated culture, and the appetite for promiscuity with constant new partners that characterizes so many in the modern movement.  We are called to look beyond any disgust we may have and seek the salvation of the lost, hating the sin and evil, but seeing these people as those for whom Christ died.
The liberals have a major problem with the destruction of the Canaanites, and say that the God of the Old Testament described here, was a God of wrath whereas the God of the New Testament is a God of love. They cannot get their thinking around the concept of judgment. If one understands what these people were up to, and fully comprehends what would happen if they continued on their path, seeing the evil that they had sunk to, then judgment becomes a necessary surgical removal of a dangerous cancer. Sodom and Gomorrah had got to that level of ultimate perversion, some four generations prior to the rest of the Canaanites, and therefore were destroyed by God while Abraham was in the land. Not all the Canaanites had sunk to this level in the days of Abraham.

Abraham was living with Mamre, Aner, and Eshcol, who were Canaanites, but who had been converted under Abraham's ministry, so not all the Canaanites had got to the ultimate level of degradation. This however would occur during the period that the Jews were away in slavery in Egypt. When the Jews return to the land, the Canaanites will have totally degenerated and God therefore commands Joshua to destroy not only the men but also the women, children and even animals in the Promised Land.  There will be some amazing exceptions.
The reason for such blanket destruction can only be because of physical contamination of sexually transmitted diseases that would otherwise continue their spread, and through any sexual contact, enter into the people of Israel. It was not simple moral contamination, for then the children could have been saved, and the animals. Remember, that the Bible teaches that children who die before the age of accountability are automatically transferred to heaven. 2 Samuel 12:13-23. The child born of adultery to David and Bathsheba dies, but David has confidence that he will go to see this child when he too dies.

Sodom and Gomorrah must be destroyed at this time for the health and safety of others. This principle is set out in Exodus 23:20‑24, where it is stated bluntly, that there are segments of the human race that have gone so low, that they are a danger to others. These people have got to a stage where they are totally rebellious against God, and totally absorbed in their Satanic religion. 

God sets a limit to man’s rebellion even in a world that is rebellious. Even though Satan is the prince of this world, he has limits set for him by almighty God, and the King of kings and Lord of lords is still in control. Even though there is massive rebellion God is still in control and moves to ensure that the world is not destroyed by evil before the Lord’s return. The plan of God will work out, and all the evil of Satanic thinking cannot destroy it before the Lord’s return.

LOT’S ATTITUDE

Righteous, but foolish, Lot knew everything that was going on was wrong but he stayed there in the midst of it. Lot lived with the people of that evil place, when biblically they had gone way beyond the bounds of safety. He has no witness any longer, and is despised by the people, and he is in a place of danger by staying in a place where people had fully and finally rejected the truth. As believers there are certain places you have to get out of. When you can no longer witness without compromise, you leave that area. Jesus makes that clear, tying his words back to this event. Matthew 10:14-15, Luke 9:5, 10:8-20, Acts 13:51. 

Lot is still sitting daily in the gate of Sodom when the angels find him. This tells us that he is a town councillor or elder, as the gate to the city was the place where disputes were settled. What should have happened was that the believer should have been out of the city evangelizing, but being separated from the Sodomites. These people needed the gospel, not social action. Refer back to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION on page 20.

In chapter 18 verses 20‑21 we have seen that the Lord Jesus Christ tells Abraham that He is going to test the Sodomites to see if they are ready for destruction. He was going to check out the cities to make sure that there was no good thing in them.  Abraham then intercedes with the Lord and begins a bargaining program. He has a number in his mind. He knows how many children Lot has and that most of them are married except for two girls. Lot's extended family will number about 10. Only three will finally get out. This shows that the rest of the family has been perverted by the city. Lot has opted for social action, rather than separation and evangelism, and this event indicates how that compromise message and his ongoing association with evil has destroyed Lot's family. 

Abraham stops his bargaining at 10, as he assumes that all ten of Lot's immediate family are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. However Lot has compromised so far that he has lost his family. Many liberals who are genuine Christians get involved in false teaching and become spiritually confused, and their families, without clear moral and spiritual example and teaching, get into gross sin. Rather than pointing the way to salivation as commanded in the Great Commission they become social workers and work away with enthusiasm trying to make the Devil's world a nicer place for unbelievers to go to hell from. 

All of the things that they do, may well be worthy projects. However, because they are a part of the pagan government they cannot preach the gospel and give the only answer to the problems that people can have, which is Christianity. The genuine faith in Christ Jesus is life transforming, and is the only way you can see a violent criminal changed into a pastor of God's Word. There are many examples of this, but these things occur only when believers preach, not when they do social work. The only way to transform a society and bring it back from the brink of destruction is with the genuine Gospel, not social action.

As we will see in this chapter, Lot cannot understand why his family has fallen apart, and why they do not believe his warning and join him in fleeing the city. The members of his family have fallen to this low state because they have compromised with evil and gone away from God's Word. If a believer compromises with evil he loses everything, because they lack the mental framework to resist evil thinking and doubt generally. You cannot be in God's and Satan's camp at the same time, and any compromise erodes your ability to discern correct action in challenging situations. 

In verses 24‑32 of Chapter Eighteen, Abraham bargains from fifty down to ten righteous people in Sodom and believes he has secured the safety of Lot and his family, and the safety of the whole city. The principle which Abraham applies is that of Matthew 5:13, which tells us that the believer is to be the salt of the earth. 

SALT

Salt in the ancient world was a preservative. The active believer in a nation will preserve a nation; if there are enough believers in a city they will bring blessing to that city, even if the majority reject God. This is what Abraham is bargaining on in relation to the city of Sodom. If there are ten believers in that city then there is a chance.  Even if there are a thousand people in the city, which is a low estimate, this gives us the principle of 1% of believers as preservative for their nation.

However the other part in Matthew 5 shows that if the salt has lost its savour, then it is of no use other than to be trodden under the feet of man. In the ancient world this represented the military domination of a nation. Lot had lost his savour as a believer; and so has ceased to function as am ambassador within the city. When an ambassador ceases to be able to operate fully, there is a state of war however, and they have sadly rejected his teaching and his Lord. We need to question whether as believers we have lost our saltiness, our commitment to truth and righteousness, our knowledge and confidence in the Plan of God, for if we have, we may lose more than our peace of mind under pressure. Refer back to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE:  AMBASSADORSHIP on page 20 and SALT below.

OUR WITNESS

Many people could save themselves a lot of heartache by being stronger in their Christian faith. Our children should respect our faith, and our thinking patterns, words, and behaviour should be worthy of respect. The witness we have in our own home is central to the effectiveness of our role as ambassadors. 

Do not blame God if you have done what Lot has done here, and you have seen your children go off the rails, look at yourself. Repent, for you are still alive and there is hope for them and yourself, and take action to re-stabilize yourself upon the truth of the Word of God. Show them that you stand on firm ground. Let them see the love you have for your Saviour. Do not be a hypocrite, for when the crisis comes, they are much more likely to stay with you if they have seen consistency in your faith beforehand. 

You can be so involved in social action and become so spiritually ineffective, that people, and even you yourself, may end up not understanding the principles you have operated on. You may realize that you have done a very ineffective job with your family. As Bible believing pastors we can do our churches a lot of good by preaching about Lot and the fate of Sodom and the other cities. This is a warning against every “do-gooder” who neglects truth and righteousness and so loses their own family.

GENESIS 19:1-15
“1  And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground; 2  And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.  3  And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.  4  But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:  5  And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.  6  And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him,  7  And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.  8  Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.  9  And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.  10  But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door.  11  And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.  12  And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place: 13  For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it.  14  And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.  15  And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.”

REFLECTION
LOT AND THE ANGELS

In Chapter 19 the two angels come into Sodom in the evening just as the gates are going to be closed. Lot sees them, and he moves very quickly, for he recognizes that these are not depraved men like his fellow citizens, and asks them to lodge with him so that they can be safely on their way early in the morning. Lot immediately sees, before even speaking to them, that these men do not belong here, and that they will be going in the morning, yet he has not made the application to himself. Why is he still in this city, when it is such a place as to be unsafe for good people! Is he not a good person? The surprise and shock to him must have been significant when the angels say, "No, we will abide on the streets all night". 

Lot however, with all his persuasive ability, impressed on them the dangers of that course of action, and led them into his house. The Hebrew indicates that when Lot saw them he leapt to his feet and entreated them because he knew what the streets of Sodom were like at night. Because they were obviously not evil and Sodom was, it was obvious to Lot that they would not be around alive in the morning. He says get into my house now before you are noticed, and some homosexual gets you. He knows they will only be safe if they are behind locked doors.  If a believer is in that type of place, and is not preaching any more, and the rebellion against the truth is this total, there must be something wrong with their geographical location. Lot should not be here! He is out of the geographical will of God. Refer back to the BTB study DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD on page 17.

A believer out of fellowship has an unpleasant household and poor domestic life.(verses 2,3).  The angels do not want to stay with him; there is trouble in this house. This is not a pleasant place to stay; there is discord and barely concealed contempt between the people in this house. A believer out of fellowship may have a sense of responsibility, but they are paralyzed by inaction and cannot act biblically upon the truth.  Because of the very low level of practical responsibility for the spiritual life and sexual safety of his family, Lot has lost the respect and admiration of his family.  Events will show to what low level his faith has fallen (verses 5-9) Lot is hospitable to the two angels and prepares a feast for them, and bakes unleavened bread for them as a sign of purity and holiness before the Lord, yet he is doing it in the worst place on earth. Refer to the BTB study LEAVEN.

Verse 4.  Bed time for decent people in the ancient world would be around 9pm, as it still is in places where no electricity exists. People eat, talk and then head to bed, but not in Sodom. This town is filled with people who live for their evening of sexual promiscuity and perversity, and the story has spread that Lot has two of the most beautiful creatures ever to enter the city in his house. From the account here the vast majority of the male population, from all social quarters of the city, rich and poor, all gather outside Lot’s house. 

This tells us that Lot must have had a prominent house facing the town square for such a crowd to surround his house. He is in the wealthy part of town and has one of the larger houses. Even after Chedorlaomer’s invasion and the loss of much of his wealth, he is still a leading citizen in the wealthy area. This fact alone illustrates again the lie of the so called “Prosperity Gospel” today. Wealth is not a sign of blessing from God; it is simply a sign of wealth! This man has great wealth and a palace like home, but he has poverty in his soul and disaster at his table. Psalms 106:15.

Verse 5.  It is now that the full shock of what this town is like strikes us. These men want to gang rape and then murder the two angels. They are so depraved, all they can think about is their own sexual pleasure and once they have finished with their victims they will cast them aside. Sex is no longer the joy of love making between a married couple who are committed to each other and love and adore each other, it has become a greedy taking of pleasure from another person, and having used them up, their casting away. This great evil is always present in society, wherever Satanic viewpoints of sex have taken hold. It is not just their homosexuality that is evil here, it is everything about their sexual attitudes. People can rightly attack the sin of homosexuality, but miss the attitude that leads to all sexual perversion; the attitude of taking from another rather than giving of oneself to another. Refer back to the BTB studies, DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE on page 42,  SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE on page 49 and HOMOSEXUALITY below.

Homosexuality and all forms of abusive sexual practices are condemned, and God’s Word makes clear, that those who practice such things do NOT inherit eternal life, but it also makes clear that the early church was filled with such people, whose lives had been transformed by the Holy Spirit. There is hope for all perverted people, but only through the true Gospel, not any social action, such as Lot attempted. Romans 1:23-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 1 Timothy 1:8-15, 2 Timothy 3:1-15, Jude 4-7. 

Lot’s Old Sin Nature area of weakness was his wealth. It always had been, and he had not dealt with it even now. He loved his big house on the town square and his focus on the enjoyment of his life style in this city led to his spiritual powerlessness, and as we will see to his spiritual and moral weakness. It was unusual for a house to be able to be surrounded within an ancient city, for normally they were built wall against wall. 

Lot must have demolished surrounding houses to create a clear space around his expanded and improved house. It may be after the return from captivity to the Elamites that he was given great wealth by Abraham, and he has used it to build more grandly using the empty houses of others who may have perished in the siege and capture of the city earlier.

Verses 6-7.  Lot apparently shows bravery in going outside, but actually it is just stupidity, for he has lost any ability to reason with these men, and his logic and arguments will show he himself is morally bankrupt in his foolishness. Notice that Lot calls the men of Sodom "brethren"; yet they cannot be as they are unbelievers. This man has a false viewpoint of the “brotherhood of mankind” that has worn down his discernment, so that even though he can call evil by it’s correct name he has no ability to persuade his neighbours, nor stand for morality. They see him as a stupid old fool, simply interfering in their fun. He calls their sinful desires “wickedness”, and he is right, but they are far beyond any appeal to decency. 

How is it that he has not noticed just how far they have gone and how irrelevant his morality is to them? Shakespeare says, “Love doth make fools of us all”. This quote answers our question. Lot has loved the wealth and the life style of Sodom, which offered all the “toys” which could be enjoyed in a city. His wife really enjoyed the convenience of city living and clearly loved all the goods she had there, as do his sons in law and his daughters. Lot has “loved this present world”, rather than seeking the Lord’s will, and looking forward to the joys of heaven, and so has lost all spiritual discernment. 2 Timothy 4:10. Remember the Lord’s warning regarding where our heart is. Matthew 6:19-21, 24-34, 12:33-37, 13:44, 19:21-22.

Verses 8 – 9.  Verse eight contains such a shocking offer to these evil men that it is unthinkable that a believer could even say such a thing and make such an offer. He has offered his own two virgin daughters to be raped, sodomized and murdered! To offer such a thing shows what a low point this man’s basic logic and morality has sunk to. It is this sort of logic that has dominated his home for years and is the reason behind the daughter’s logic later when they plan incest; a moral outrage that would not have been thought of had they been brought up in a moral and strongly believing home. 

Notice the important Principle here: Believers imitate unbelievers when they stay out of fellowship long enough. He is thinking in a perverted manner because his morality has been affected by those amongst whom he has lived. Also he has made the mistake of thinking he has impressed these people; he has been arrogant and pride centred in his logic, and he has been wrong. He thinks he has won their respect as their judge, but they despise him, as evil men despise all moral do-gooders! Notice their open contempt for this man in verse nine. They simply tell Lot that they will sexually abuse him even worse than they plan to the two angels.

Verses 10-11.  As the crowd of sex driven men surge forward to grab and rape Lot he is rescued by the two angels, who reach outside and drag him in. They shut the door firmly behind him again. To ensure the crowd is slowed down and is unable to follow through their evil plan, the two angels strike the men of the crowd blind. Yet even when clearly under judgment they do not stop their evil and repent, but tire themselves out still desperately trying to find the door and break into the house. Their actions show why they must be destroyed, for nothing will stop this evil now; they have sunk to such a low and self centred point that no thing, or no power, will hinder their pursuit of sexual gratification. 

Verses 12-13.  The angels now give Lot the message of destruction, but also the grace offer of deliverance for all who will accept their message. Lot has a large extended family, with sons, daughters, sons in law, and their children. Now we could ask about his sons and sons in law, whether they were in the crowd? They were clearly not in the crowd that attacked the house that night, for Lot has to go to their homes to find them, but their spirit is not with Lot, and all will reject his offer of deliverance, preferring to stay in the city and take their chances there. 

Remember the city has fallen just a few years back to the Elamite armies and they have all been marched off to captivity, to be rescued only by Abraham. Yet they will sit and trust the walls of Sodom again, but this time against God, rather than men! These family members “think as men”, and do not discern spiritual things, and so they will die with their neighbours, whose sins they share by association. 1 Corinthians 3:1-4, 2 Peter 2:4-9. Remember the clear biblical principle. No one will be in hell who has not chosen to be there. Only those who desire to reject the Lord will be under judgment; the path is open to escape judgment, and any who desire to escape are able to in the grace, mercy and power of God.

Verse 14. The angels have mentioned sons, but Lot can only go to his sons in law. Was that because his sons had already gone well off the path and there was no hope for them? We cannot know this, but we can know that his married daughters and their husbands believe their father to be a mad old fool and dismiss his warnings as ravings. Proverbs 29:1. 

When people have hardened themselves against the truth, they will resist even the most urgent warning. Lot is at this point hesitant, and paralyzed with inaction through his inability to move those he loves to follow him out of the city. The shock of the extent of his family’s spiritual decline has shocked Lot. The sun is starting to rise and the moment when the tectonic explosion will occur is drawing near very fast. Lot must move but he hesitates and dithers about.

Verse 15 – 16. Lot is sitting down in his house again! He is not actively preparing to flee the city, but is sitting down in a depressed state. He needs to run but he cannot. The angels have to force him to his feet and order him to do the obvious thing, lead his two surviving daughters and his wife out and away from the city. He loses his opportunity to gather his goods and wealth before fleeing, and must now just grab what he can and run. 

The angels have to forcibly remove him from the city leading him out by the hand. Moses makes an editorial comment, “the Lord being merciful”. This man Lot did not deserve the Lord’s mercy here; he is so weak spiritually and morally that he lacks the power to escape, but God gets him out. This is a testimony to just how good our God is, and let us give thanks, for we do not deserve the grace and mercy we receive either. Refer to the BTB studies, GRACE, MERCY.

Let us pause here and get a quick over view of where Lot’s carnality, spiritual weakness, and poorly thought through actions have gotten him.  Any believer out of fellowship has no testimony to the unbeliever. (V. l4). The believer out of fellowship is disciplined by the Lord, but not judged (v.1, 5-17, Romans 8: 1, Hebrews 12:6), for the Lord seeks their repentance. If they persist in carnality they may enter the area of the SIN UNTO DEATH. The believer out of fellowship lacks moral strength, and faints mentally due to fear and worry. (v. 18, 19).  The believer out of fellowship has no resistance to any type of sin. (v.31-36).  In this man’s case it was the sins of drunkenness and then incest.

If as a Christian you get side tracked from the Lord’s path, and spend your life going after the things that this world offers, and try to “live it up” in carnality, you will pay a terrible price, as is shown many times in the Bible. We are not to squander our precious life in carnality and in service to the god of this world; for such an attitude shows foolishness at best. This is discussed in Hebrews 12:4-13. 

Most of the time people come for counselling to the church, it is because they are carnal, are ignorant of the Word of God, and do not know how to deal with their sins. In other cases they are influenced by someone who is carnal, for the carnality of one family member will overflow and defile many. Titus 1:15, Hebrews 12:15.  It is therefore very important that you know the Bible, and teach the Bible so people know how to recognize the dangers of distraction away from God’s path, and know how to deal with carnality. 

In Genesis 12 and 13 we have seen how Abraham suffered from lack of faith that is a very serious sin as shown by the Exodus generation in Hebrews 3 and 4. Both Abraham and Lot suffer when they walk away from God’s plan and policies, but Lot’s carnality creates the most awful consequences for him and subsequent generations. No-one gets away with sin or evil, and the terrible consequences do not need to be faced. All the carnal believer needs to do is return to the Lord through confession and the filling again of the Holy Spirit. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
1. 
Wealth and prosperity are not necessarily blessings. If people get side tracked by their love of wealth it will destroy them. Lot loved his life style and it cost him everything. Let us ensure we love our Lord and use all our goods to serve the Lord. Anything else will lead to destruction and the loss of what is really and eternally of value.

2.
Sex is designed by God to be the joy of married life between a right man and his right woman. Anything else is a perversion of what God intends and will lead to further sin and evil. Sex is giving pleasure to the other partner; it is other focused, not self centred. Self-centeredness in the sexual area leads to abuse, and all the evils we see here of rape, sodomy and murder itself. Anything other than God’s plan leads to grief and disaster. Sexual power is wonderful when channelled down God’s path but destructive anywhere else.

3.
Compromise in spiritual matters leads to spiritual impotence, social contempt, and physical disaster. Lot has compromised to such an extent that he has no witness at all. Spiritual growth builds moral and even physical strength, but spiritual weakness will undermine all the strengths of a person. Lot’s depression is self caused; he has made the wrong choices and despairs when he sees the results of them. His only hope is spiritual revival, but he does not take that path; even as he flees this evil city he does not pray to the Lord his God!  Revival alone could deliver this man from the terrible consequences of his inaction through the years, but he continues spiritual inaction, and that path leads to greater and greater evil. Refer to the EBCWA book on REVIVAL.

DOCTRINES
SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

LEAVEN

1. Leaven in Principle:  Denotes any substance used to induce fermentation as in a dough or liquid.

2. First mention in Scripture:  Genesis 19:3 in connection with the angelic visitors to Lot's house prior to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot served them "unleavened bread".

3. First mention in Scripture relative to the Observation of a Feast:  Exodus 12:8, 15-20 - Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

a) Leaven was undesirable and became a symbol of evil.

b) Unleavened bread is a type of Christ and refers to His impeccability.

4. Leaven in Matthew 13:33 represents the infiltration of religious apostasy during the Tribulation.

5. The Leaven of the Sadducees is rationalism, the sin of human viewpoint, resulting in gospel rejection. (Matthew 16:6)

6. The Leaven of the Pharisees is the Satanic counterattack against sound doctrine by religion, legalism and ritualism. (Mark 8:15, Luke 12:1)

7. The Leaven of Herod is the sin of worldliness (Romans 12:2) and power lust within a local congregation. (Mark 8:15)

8. The Leaven of the Corinthians is the sin of licentiousness and perversion. (1 Corinthians 5:6, 7, 1 Corinthians 5:1,2)

9. The Leaven of the Galatians is the sin of legalism, specifically their insistence upon circumcision for salvation. (Galatians 5:9)

HOMOSEXUALITY

1. The Bible tells us that homosexuality is not a form of immaturity; an aspect of normal human development; the product of certain kinds of experience or the result of genetic factors. It is a learned activity.

2. It is not a condition; it is an act. It is not a sickness, it is a sin (Leviticus 18:22; 20:] 3; Deuteronomy 23:17; 1 Timothy 1:10; 1 Corinthians 6:9; Revelation 22:15).

3. It is the culminating sexual practice of a culminating apostasy and hostility towards God. It is an act against God and therefore against nature (Romans 1:21-30). The "burned out" product of rebellion (verse 27).

4. In the Bible, homosexuals are called "dogs", that is, they have placed themselves outside of the human race (Deuteronomy 23:18; Revelation 22:15).

5. It was the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah, hence the word 'sodomy' (Genesis 19:5).

6. Being the product of rebellion and apostasy, it is nor surprising that we see this activity (together with prostitution) as a religious practice in pagan worship in Canaan.

7. God's patience allowed them four generations, from Abraham to Joshua. Then His judgment came (Genesis 15:16; Leviticus 18:24-28).

8. The failure of Israel to execute God's judgment fully became their own judgment (Judges 2:2,3; 19:22,25; Leviticus 18:28; 1 Kings 14-24; 15:12; 2 Kings 23:7).

9. Lesbianism is a manifestation of the same evil as the masculine form, but the Mosaic Law reserved the penalty of death for man. It is a ground for divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1). Why not death for lesbianism? Man has greater authority and, with that, a greater responsibility and greater guilt in sinning (Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22).

10. Counselling:

By calling homosexuality a disease or an inherited genetic defect, we deprive the homosexual of all hope.

It is a sin that can be forgiven in Christ, and through the working of the Holy Spirit the old, sinful way of life can be abandoned and a new one established (Isaiah I:18; 1 John 1:7; 1 Corinthians 6:9,11).

God's answer to sexual immorality is in (1 Corinthians 7:1-9).

MERCY 

1. The Hebrew and Greek words for mercy carry the meanings of, gentleness, tenderness, and compassion towards others. 

2. It is not a passive concern but an active one that works out to help the one in need of love and concern.  

3. God is merciful towards us all. Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:15, Isaiah 13:18, Jeremiah 6:23, 21:7, cf 1 Kings 8:50, Jeremiah 3:13, 42:12

4. God is rich in mercy towards us. Ephesians 2:4, James 5:11, 1 Timothy 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:2, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3.

5. People appealed to the Lord on the basis of his mercy towards the weak and needy. Matthew 9:27, 15:22, 17:15, 20:30, Mark 10:47, 48, Luke 17:13, 18:38, 39.

6. The good Samaritan's acts were praised by the Lord as acts of mercy. Luke 10:37

7. When the rich man appealed to Abraham in the story of Dives, he appealed on the basis of mercy Luke 16:24.

8. As we are recipients of mercy so we must be merciful to others. Zechariah 7:9, 10, Luke 1:50.

9. Grace gives us that (blessing) which we don't deserve; mercy withholds that (judgment) which we do deserve.

SALT

1. Salt is a preserver and speaks of eternal life.

2. Salt is a seasoner and speaks of the inner happiness designed by God for every believer. The Christian life is a full flavoured life.

3. Salt is the antithesis of leaven. Leaven corrupts, salt preserves.

4. The eating of salt depicts the appropriation of salvation. The believer receives eternal life at the point of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. (1 John 5:11, 12)

5. The believer on earth is the salt of the earth in Matthew 5:13 Since believers living in nations are often the reason for the preservation of the nations, salt is an unseen preserver. As long as the disciples were alive (with the exception of John), the nation Judah survived.

6. Loss of the preserver salt in Matthew 5:13 is the believer out of fellowship.

7. The salt of the covenant - when a contract was drawn up in the ancient world both parties ate salt to seal the contract.

8. Customs of the ancient world whereby salt was used for protection. Under the laws of hospitality, if, as an enemy of 

the host, you both ate salt at his table, you were preserved from harm while you were in the tent.

WEALTH

1. Wealth may be in the form of money, gold or silver, goods or land. Wealth is always relative to the values within a society. What is wealthy within a poor culture is poor within a more wealthy culture. What individuals feel is wealthy will differ from person to person; some will never feel they are wealthy enough. The believer is urged to be content with what he has received, in his position, from the Lord. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Philippians 4:11-13, Hebrews 13:5-6.

2. Money has a legitimate function, and wealth generally is, like money, a neutral thing; something to be used to facilitate daily life. Money and goods are used to pay taxes, buy goods needed for the family, and give towards the Lord's work in the church. Money is not evil. Genesis 29:3, Jeremiah 32:44,  .

Money and goods are used for taxation, Matthew 22:17-22, Luke 20:20-26.

3. It is no evil to have wealth or lots of money, it is the lust for money and goods that corrupts a man, as it did Baalam,   Jude 11.

Money, and wealth generally, are great slaves but terrible masters. Wealth is deceitful if a person believes it will buy him happiness, provide him with security, or give him immortality. Matthew 6:24-33, Luke 12:16-21 Proverbs 18:10-12, Proverbs 13:7.

5.  Money and wealth will not buy respectability with God, nor will it purchase salvation. Mark 8:36,37, Acts 8:18-24, Mark 10:23-27.

6. Wealth may get in the way of the simple message of salvation, as the Rich Young Ruler found. Matthew 19:16, Luke 18:19,20, Mark 10:17-27.

7. Money may get in the way of spiritual growth, when we pay more attention to our wealth than we do to applying doctrine in our lives. Solomon in Ecclesiastes 5:10 6:2, Baalam in Jude 11, Ananias' and Saphira in Acts 5:1-10, All of us in James 5:1-6.

8. God is not impressed with money and pride filled shows of wealth. Luke 16:10-31,   Proverbs 11:4,28.

9. Wealth can be a great blessing received by believers in maturity, and if it is it is to be used for the Lord's work, as well as for life style. Proverbs 13:8ff, Hebrews 13, Refer Doctrine Of Giving.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

GENESIS 19:16-26 

“16  And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.  17  And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.  18  And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my LORD:  19  Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die:  20  Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.  21  And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken.  22  Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.  23  The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.  24  Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;  25  And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.  26  But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”

REFLECTION
Verse 16.  Lot is so paralyzed by the years of compromise that he lingers; he dithers and delays leaving his house. He has lost his will and has started to mentally fall apart, and is plunged into a deep depression where he is unable to make the simplest decisions. In our terms Lot had a mental breakdown, and was unable to make simple decisions. When we are not clear thinking for a long time, and live a lie, the truth can overwhelm us and destroy our motivation and ability to move quickly. Our mind and will need time to rebuild their robustness. 

The Lord however was merciful and got his wife and two daughters as well as himself out of Sodom. The angels take them all by the hands and pull them from the city. They get them out of the city limits, but then they call upon the family group to act upon their own volition and continue the walk away from the evil they have lived in till this time. God’s mercy leads to their deliverance; their obedience will take them further into safety. Romans 9:14-18, Ephesians 2:1-5, Titus 3:5.

Verse 17.  The angels have brought them to the place of immediate safety, and have by their actions, brought them to the place where their volition can now operate and they can go the last distance on their own. God will bring us to a certain point directly at times, but he then requires us to make that free will decision and take the next step. Only this way can we start on the path to rebuild our spiritual life by being active in that process. The Lord seeks our free will response for truth, because this is the only way that we can get back on the right path; by being obedient to a direct command of the Lord. 

Notice how urgent and simple the commands of the angels are. They are to move quickly, head away from the plain, they are not to linger or look back, but run for the hills, and if they do not, they are told that they will perish in the judgment that is coming. It is very hard to get this wrong, yet Lot’s wife does. What is going on with her? Hebrews 2:1-3. God’s call to us is to “cut a straight furrow through life”.  We are to keep our eyes fixed on God’s goal for us, and not be distracted to left or right by any other thing that the enemy puts in our way to side track us. Luke 9:62, Philippians 3:12-21. Refer back to the BTB study WALKING on page 52.

Verse 18.  Lot now says the sort of totally inappropriate and wrong thing that a depressed person might say. He tells the men who have just brought him to safety that he can’t/won’t do what they ask him to save himself. This is beyond understanding for all who have not worked with the seriously depressed and disoriented. People who have become this mentally unstable are unable to comprehend the most simple instructions, even to save themselves, for they do not see the danger they are in and seek only to rest their weary body and mind. Lots years of poor choices have caught up with him and he is mentally exhausted and physically unable to advance further. Lot is beyond walking any further here due to his depression. The angels will require him to do something, but they can see he is beyond the needed energy and motivation to get all the way. Once again, in grace God allows him to live, when most people would have left him there to die in his foolishness. 

Remember, his depression is not to be pitied, for it is the result of wrongful choices over many years, and he has had many opportunities to repent and be restored to spiritual power and witness, but he has chosen the comfort of Sodom over the truth of God. Even though this man is foolish and irritating, and is suffering because of his own stupidity and carnality, the Lord remains gracious and merciful towards him. This is a challenge to us all in the church/biblical counselling area. We are to be as gracious towards those who are miserable because of their disobedience, as the Lord is here towards Lot, even if they go back into gross sin!  

Verse 19.  This would be a speech that would take the prize for the most pathetic and greasy of all time!  Read Lot’s words again, and see that this is a disgraceful example of human weakness. He is ruled by fear and paralyzed by inaction and the inability to think clearly. Why would the angels deliver him out of Sodom and send him to the mountains where he is in danger? Are they not delivering him? 

When God gives us a direct order, can it be wrong? Would it lead us into dangers that the Lord has not a plan to deal with? While it is easy to see Lot’s sin here, it is often hard to see our own, of the same variety as Lot’s. Remember, whatever is not of faith is sin! Romans 14:23.  The Lord calls us to follow him in obedience and trust that the one who delivered us will not deliver us from a frying pan into a fire! He gives “more grace” not less.  2 Corinthians 4:15, 8:1-9, 9:8, Ephesians 2:5-8, 4:7, Hebrews 4:16, James 4:6.

Verse 20. Look at this pathetic man; he has lived so long in Sodom that he needs to live in a city now, yet he was safer with Abraham in a tent upon the hills. This man trusts in walls, which did not save him from Chedorlaomer, and thinks that a “little place” can’t be evil like a big city!  Lot’s distorted thinking continues and leads him further into danger. He needs to ask the angels for strength to do what they demand, for that will give him the best God has to offer him, yet he persists in bargaining to achieve his own depressed heart’s desires. 

When we are depressed all our thinking and our perception itself is distorted, so what appears to be correct often is not. This is why suicide appears to be a solution to a seriously depressed person; they are simply not thinking straight. Lot’s need is the same as all carnal believers; they must cast themselves upon the Lord and be delivered from their own self deceptive thinking, and in obedience begin to walk out of the hole they have dug for themselves. 

Verses 21-22. The Lord’s graciousness is seen again here. On the prayer of Lot for this little town, it alone will survive of all the dwellings in the Vale of Sodom. This will be a place of safety for Lot, but it will not be safe for long, and the next time we meet Lot, he is in the hill country. Lot is now told run for your life to this town, and he is promised that the destruction of the entire Valley will not begin until he is safely inside Zoar (which means little). Moses records the changed place name of the town, to identify it for the people of the Exodus generation who heard of it, or saw it from a distance across the Dead Sea. 

Verses 23-26.  As Lot enters the town of Zoar the angels let loose their judgment upon the plain and a violent eruption occurs from underneath the ground and sulphurous rocks rain down upon all the cities and the ground beneath them collapses into cracks in the earth that have opened up due to the eruption. The entire plain explodes and collapses. All the great cities and villages, and all the pleasant gardens of the place collapse into the erupting ground. 

This is a terrible scene, and is the reminder that we walk this crust of earth by permission, and the crust of earth is not very deep in places. Earth’s centre is fire, and it is the reminder that we are on borrowed time from God during our brief sojourn here. We are accountable to the creator and are called upon to remember that judgment is at the door for all who forget the God who made them and wander into evil paths.   Visit a tectonically active area believer and remember that the entire earth is this fragile, and one day will open up again, just as it did here and earlier at the great flood of Noah.
Lot’s wife lingers at the place where the angels give their final warning. She does not glance back. The word is not the one for glance, but to linger and stare, and so she is overwhelmed by the eruption. Lot and his two daughters do not even realize that they mother is not with them until they get into the town of Zoar. Lots’ state of mind can only be guessed at now, but the next time we find him he has taken refuge in alcohol to cope. If we faced such disaster, what would our medication be? Would we seek the Lord, or find a quick fix at the local alcohol store?  Escapism is always dangerous and destructive.
PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS
1.
God’s graciousness comes through here towards Lot and his family. They are delivered with very little effort required on their part. Carnality sucks your energy away and leaves you without a working mind. It is not without cause that the Bible says “FLEE” all forms and even thoughts of sin. God delivers us, but he requires us to act strongly to reinforce our own growth back to spiritual stability. What God asks us to do, we can always do in his strength. What God requires of us will strengthen and restore us; this is why he asks it.

2.
When the Lord says “GO”, we are unwise to bargain; obedience keeps us safe, but dithering around leads us into greater danger. God’s Word gives us the best options always, and if we seek another, we will only find disaster or a second best. Zoar was not a solution, for a little evil place is just as bad as a big evil place.

3.
Positive volition must be expressed in definite action. We must actively grow away from our tendencies to sin or they will suck us back into their swamp of depression and despair. Lot has failed to build strength in his spirit, and so finds the crisis comes at a time when he has no resources to draw upon. If we do not grow in the grace and the knowledge of the Lord we will be unready for crises, and will be swept away by history.  

GENESIS 19:27-38
“27  And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD: 28  And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 29  And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 30  And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. 31  And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: 32  Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 33  And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 34  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 35  And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 36  Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. 37  And the first born bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day. 38  And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.”

REFLECTION
GOD PROTECTS THE CARNAL BELIEVER

He was told to go to the mountains but was afraid and eventually agreed to go to the small city of Zoar, whose name actually means “little”. He escaped with his life but nothing else. The sun had risen by the time he got into Zoar. Once he was there fire and brimstone blew from the earth in a massive tectonic eruption and rained down and converted the once fertile valley, from being like the Garden Of Eden, into what Moses and we know as the Dead Sea. 

Lot's wife did not just look back, she turned around and stayed longingly gazing at the place she loved with all her heart, so that she was still on the plain when Lot reached the safety of Zoar with his daughters. Lot's wife became part of the Dead Sea. The local Arab guides point out a pillar of salt by the Dead Sea and tell you, that is known as “Lot’s Wife”. It isn’t her but it is a good reminder of her fate; but she was swallowed up by the explosion not petrified in salt. 

This disaster that befell her indicates what can happen to those who ignore God's Word and think they can get away with foolish actions one too many times. God was gracious again and again, but safety was only in the place he told them to flee to, and she didn’t act to save herself. Let us be very scared of remaining in the place of foolishness; loving this present world and all it has to offer is a dangerous place to be. 

Verse 27.  When Abraham rises this morning, and looked towards Sodom he saw the whole plain a mass of smoke and fire. The reason why Lot was saved was because of the grace of God in response to the prayer of Abraham. Prayer is divided into petition (what we say) and desire (what we desire that lies behind the petition). God had answered Abraham's desire behind his prayer, but rejected his petition. Sodom was destroyed but Lot was saved. God honours our prayers and they are always answered, but at times we may not see that, and Abraham gets despondent when he sees the giant pall of smoke. As a Christian you are to stay salty in terms of Matthew 5:13, but not like Lot’s wife!  Refer back to the BTB study on SALT on page 119.

To be salty is to be powerful in your spiritual life and focused upon what God is doing, so that when you see things that don’t add up, you don’t jump to a false conclusion, but pray further and explore what God has indeed done. Walk closely with Him so that when you pray you do so effectively, and when an answer comes that you don’t expect, you pause and reflect first, before the next action. If you wake up in the morning and what you have been praying for is a smoking ruin, God is working His purpose out. Try to find the heart and plan of God in what you see, for you know his character, and can relax within his plan. All things are done by God for His glory. As you grow you will find out what is God's desire in each situation, by spending time with him in prayer and his Word. 

Verses 28–29. Abraham had got up and gone to his prayer altar early in the day. The way Moses records this he underlines the fact that this was his daily habit, and he was particularly focused upon the fate of the cities of the plain, and Lot’s family within them. Abraham is an example of intercessory prayer. His heart is still towards his nephew; he seeks his deliverance and blessing still. He has not been awoken by the sound of an explosion, for the rising is described in terms of a normal habit, so this tells us that the explosions of the plain and the collapse of the land around the cities of the plain has been violent, but not loud enough to be heard in the hill country above them. Now Moses records immediately after the description of the cloud and furnace like appearance of the plain, that God in grace had already delivered Lot, “from the midst of the overthrow”, reminding us that the Lord delivers, even out of the midst of a disaster. Refer to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRAYER below.

Verse 30. Lot did not stay in Zoar very long. Notice again the reason for his move; he feared. This man has not dealt with his basic problem, which is his distance from fellowship with the living God. He is now a traumatized man, and we can psychologically understand his state of constant fear, which today we call hyper-arousal, but he has the remedy that Abraham is practicing each morning. Lot could go out and with trembling hands build a new altar and worship the Lord, casting himself upon the mercy of God. He doesn’t build an altar, he buys alcohol in Zoar and takes it daily as his tranquilizer, rather than using prayer to set himself free of fear. Refer to the BTB studies, FEAR, DRINKING ALCOHOL.

Verses 31- 36. Soon the three of them go to the mountains where they commit incest in a cave. This story gets worse and worse, and Moses tells the story in flat prose, without moral anger; just the shocked record of the plans of the girls and the foolishness of their father. Moses is by writing this way clearly making the strongest of moral points, but without outrage, for it is unnecessary. As you read these verses a chill settles over the soul, as you see what carnality will lead to if left unchecked. 

As you read these terrible verses ask yourself the following questions. How is it that Lot didn’t notice that he had clearly had sex with someone? Is he so drunk that he does not even know what is going on? How is it that neither he nor the two girls thought about heading for the hill country and finding Abraham? Why did they head for the mountains on the wrong side of the Dead Sea, rather than the hill country of Judea? Why did they stay in a cave, rather than seek the tents of their relative, where they were guaranteed the same welcome that they had received after being set free from the army of the Elamites? 

If you compromise with evil and worldliness you will have no strength when the trouble comes, and so a really serious trauma will totally overwhelm you. These three have faced a great traumatic event, but they have been delivered by obeying angels sent to rescue them, so they can ask the obvious question, where to from here? 

God has delivered them for something, so they do not have to seek evil human viewpoint solutions like incest! Without daily, moment by moment fellowship with the Lord, and without a clear understanding of Bible doctrine, people in trauma can be blown away, and their minds and morals may unravel. These three are operating totally out of touch with reality, and the truth is a prayer away, but they will not build their prayer altar.

Verses 37-38.  The result of their great sin is the birth of two new nations; the Moabites and the Ammonites. Both groups will cause endless problems through the centuries for Israel. Look up both groups in a Bible Encyclopaedia and see their history and their great evils against the descendents of Abraham. They have fallen from the worship of the true God in holiness to imitating the unbelievers and doing even worse then them. 

The religion and morality of these two peoples will be trouble for Moses and later generations, yet salvation in individual cases will change things, and one Moabite, Ruth, will become an ancestor of David and the Lord Jesus Christ! Once again we see the great grace of God, who can deliver those who seek to become his people, even out from the worst of situations. Refer to the BTB studies of APOSTACY, MORALITY and SIN – ADULTERY below and PROPHECY – ARABS IN PROPHECY on page 91, and WORLDLINESS on page 24. 

PERSONAL AND PASTORAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Traumatic events traumatize the mind and can spin people totally out of control. Only the firm grasp of the knowledge of, and faith in, God’s plan, can hold us up in the midst of catastrophe. Modern psychology excuses drug and alcohol abuse in trauma and post-trauma, identifying that these are simply “coping techniques” for people who have endured too much to enable them to process the traumas they have experienced. 


This may be true for those without any relationship with the living God, but for those who know and have loved Him, there is hope in his character, his plan, and his purpose for the person’s life, that has been delivered out of the midst of the trauma. Even for the unbeliever, hope begins when they look up and seek the only one who can make sense of their pain. Lot gets drunk and loses his reasoning capacity, and so he opens the door to greater evils yet to befall him.

2.
Compromise does not remain where it begins; the slide into worse and worse actions continues until repentance and confession occurs, and fellowship with God is restored. Moment by moment walking with the Lord is the only remedy for despair in the midst of traumatic events.

3.
Abraham has questions of God as he sees the smoke rising, and we will see in the next chapter that this leads him to doubts and despair himself. We must get into the habit of taking our problems to the Lord and casting them upon the one who controls the plan and has the part we are to play clearly set out from eternity past. We are here to play our part and there is blessing only there; let us get back into our place in the plan right now if we have strayed a millimetre from it. 

DOCTRINES

DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7, 8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11, Ephesians 5:18)

2. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.


(a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4, 5)


(b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)


(c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

3. Drinking of alcoholic beverages proved disastrous for certain persons


(a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)


(b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36,37)


(c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)


(d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-6)

4. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is condoned in certain areas. For example:- for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, moderate amounts of alcoholic beverages are permissible (Proverbs 31:6-7, 1 Timothy 5:23) Normal cough mixture for instance contains a significant amount of alcohol.

5. It is possible that the water which Jesus Christ turned into wine was an alcoholic beverage (John 2:1 -11 ). This passage neither condemns nor condones drinking of alcoholic beverages but was the use of a miracle to focus attention on the person of Jesus Christ as the God-Man-Saviour. Wine produces joy in the heart. (judges 9:13, Psalm 104:15)

6. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28). It leads to economic depression and encourages military invasion. Jeremiah 13:12-17

7. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcoholic beverages:-

(a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour, vehicle accidents.


(b) Causes paralysis of the eyes (Wernicke's disease), tunnel vision.


(c) Destroys brain tissue.


(d) Produces cirrhosis of the liver,

(e) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions. Alcoholism is drug addiction which involves destruction of the soul. (Galatians 5:20-2 1

8. Importance of abstinence from alcoholic beverages in youth cannot be over emphasised.

9. Conditions under which indulgence in alcoholic beverage should be avoided from a believer's viewpoint.


(a) Application of the law of love - towards believers.

(b) Law of expediency - towards unbelievers: used when drinking becomes a false issue in presenting the gospel.


(c) Law of supreme sacrifice - towards God: applicable when drinking hinders a specific ministry.

Application - In Australia probably alcohol should be avoided because of major problems, vehicle accidents, social problems. In Greece however, a glass of wine with a meal would be expected and rejection by a Christian could cause a false issue.

10. Drinking is related to degeneracy. Wine and drunkenness are used in the Scripture to represent the entire principle of sublimation involved in rejecting God's way. (Jeremiah 13:12-17)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

SIN:  ADULTERY

1. Definition - Sexual activity outside of marriage.  This includes fornication, homosexuality, incest.

2. Adultery is prohibited by the Word of God (Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18; Colossians 3:5; 1Thessalonians 4:3).

3. Mental adultery is condemned (Matthew 5:27-28).

4. Adultery destroys the capacity of the soul to relate in faithfulness (Proverbs 6:32).

5. Sexual immorality has a destructive effect on the human body of both male and female (cf. 1Corinthians 6:13-18).

a) Male - impotence and inability to copulate.

b) Female - breakdown of response and pleasure in the sex act. Often frigidity or nymphomania, both are frustrating and a source of female misery.

c) Increased chance of sexually transmitted diseases.

6. Any sexual immorality ultimately leads to further frustration and an unfulfillable search for happiness (Ephesians 4:19,5:3).

7. Adultery is a bona fide basis for divorce (Matthew 5:32; 19:9; Luke 16:18).  Adultery has a huge impact between husband and wife in both mental (trust) and physical ("one flesh") areas.  However, forgiveness and the grace of God can overcome the effects of all sins.

8. Adultery or fornication is often used in the Bible to describe apostasy and unfaithfulness to God (Jeremiah 3:8-10, Ezekiel 16:23-43, 23:24-28; Revelation 17:1-5).

APOSTASY

1. Apostasy means falling away.

2. Apostasy differs from backsliding. A true Christian can backslide, an apostate is never born again. eg. Judas Iscariot.

3. The backslidden Christian breaks fellowship, but doesn't lose his salvation. (John 5:24)

4. The apostate is declared in (2 Timothy 4:3-4) and (1 John 2:19)

5. Apostates may do good works calling themselves Christians but they should not be accepted as such. (2 John 9-11, John 10:12-13).

6. There will be a great apostasy prior to the Rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

MORALITY

1. Christianity is not morality but a relationship with God through Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:7)

2. Morality is a by-product of the Spirit filled life. (Ephesians 5:3)

3. Morality has no power. (Galatians 5:16) cf. Rich Young Ruler

4. The power of Christianity is found in the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

5. Morality is absolutely necessary for the orderly function of the human race. The Roman republic was the most moral nation that ever existed. The Pol Pot regime and Idi Amin rule are examples of immoral governments.

6. Morality is for the whole human race. Unbelievers are capable of great morality. (Matthew 19:18, 20)

7. Morality cannot provide salvation or spirituality. (Galatians 3:2, Titus 3:5)

8. Morality has two main sources, the filling of the Holy Spirit and the area of strength of the sinful nature.

CARNAL BELIEVER CHARACTERISTICS - LOT

1. Lot, the nephew of Abraham, left Ur with him (Gen 11:3 1). His name means "secret self-seeking". He certainly lived up to his name.

2. Both Abraham and Lot had become very rich with so much cattle that they were unable to stay together because the land would not support the stock. (Genesis 13:6) This caused friction between the cowboys of Abraham and those of Lot. (Genesis 13:7) which Abraham tries to defuse (Genesis 13:8). Abraham now offers Lot first choice of grazing land (Genesis 13:9)

Lot surveys the scene, sees the green valleys of the Jordan valley before him and decides to choose that area near Sodom. (Genesis 13:11)

Abraham decides to leave his choice with the Lord. Lot is selfish and self centred and eventually this causes his downfall. Abraham relies on the Lord and succeeds.

Principle: When you put your life in the hands of the Lord you will never be cheated or miss out. You never lose if you let God choose.

3. Lot becomes a judge in Sodom. This is shown by the phrase "be sat in the gate" (Genesis 19-.1). He does not separate from the most degenerate city on earth at that time.

4. Lot as the carnal believer shows various characteristics in (Genesis 19)

(a) He emphasisies time rather than eternity. He emphasises reform rather than regeneration (social gospel). Most denominations preach a form of social gospel or reform rather than regeneration. Every time man tries to do this he falls. e.g. Communism. When man allows God to do it he has a time of revival and great prosperity. God stresses the individual.

(b) A believer out of fellowship has an unpleasant household and poor domestic life.(v. 2,3). The angels do not want to stay with him.

(c) A believer out of fellowship has no sense of responsibility. Because of the very low level of responsibility shown it shows low level of Christianity and establishment. (v.5-9) . Lot calls the men of Sodom "brethren" - they cannot be as they are unbelievers.

Principle: Believers imitate unbelievers when out of fellowship.

(d) A believer out of fellowship has no testimony with the unbeliever. (v. 14)

(e) The believer out of fellowship is disciplined but never judged (v.15-17, Romans 8:1, Hebrews 12:6)

(f) The believer out of fellowship faints mentally due to fear and worry. (v. 18,19)

(g)  The believer out of fellowship has no resistance to any type of sin. (v.31-36). In this case it was the sins of drunkenness and incest.

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 20
INTRODUCTION

What happens to Abraham at the end of this chapter is apparently due to a misinterpretation of what has happened to Lot as recorded in the last chapter. After long term carnality the minds of Lot and his daughters have, as we have seen, become distorted; they have no stability or residual doctrine to call upon, nor do they even see the importance of God's Word. They have lost their faith and confidence in the person and the Word of God, and so they lose their place in redemptive history, and their future is as enemies of the truth, rather than blessed members of God’s family. Even then, as we have seen, Ruth emerges from these children of incest and is saved, and goes on to become a mother of the Messiah. Truly God brings blessing out of cursing.

In today’s language, the family of Lot have become neurotic; which means to be living in your own mind, without the correction of reality. If you have to pastor neurotics, realize that these people will be self centred, and give the impression they are all powerful, yet they will not be coping, for they lack the categorical thinking that Bible doctrine provides. They cannot fit things into practical categories of thinking, and so make sense of them; all they see is their own reality. The only thing you can do is what the angels did to Lot; try to get them moving, away from their area of weakness, towards safety. True counsel and instruction as to how they are to re-set their lives into new channels must wait until they are physically safe and ready to hear the truth. 

You build personal safety by the teaching of basic doctrines through verse by verse preaching of basic books like Galatians, James and Luke. If they remain in the church through this settling period, then you can, if they let you, help them find a safe way to adjust their lives to reality by further application of God’s Word into their lives. Now, a serious word to pastors is required here! If you have let your entire congregation get to this place of subjectivism and neurosis, it may be because you have not been faithfully, systematically teaching the Word of God in Holy Spirit power! Be very scared, if this is your congregation, for the Lord will judge you pastor, and the only way to mitigate that is to start powering out the Word this week.

Praise God that there is hope for us all, even in the worst places. All we need to do to restore blessing is rebuild our prayer altar, open the Word, study it, and teach it systematically in Holy Spirit power. 2 Timothy 4:2, Revelation 3:20. You can reason with a neurotic; but only by the use of God’s Word, and by bringing the Holy Spirit’s power to bear upon them. Through the challenge of biblical truth, the reality of hope through God, and the ongoing love of God for them, there is a path back to usefulness for all neurotics. 

Lot has sunk to this level, and the angels gave him the order for his safety, and have indicated the direction for him to go in; back to the mountains where Abraham dwells. This man is overwhelmed with fear and inaction. He has failed at the first two basics in the Christian life, confession of sins and faith‑rest in God’s plan and purpose for him. There is hope only in his repentance, but that does not come. We leave Lot at this point and he does not return to the narrative.

This is sadly the last we hear of Lot. Unlike many of the characters in the Bible we do not even hear of his death. Why is this? From the end of chapter 19, as far as God is concerned, Lot is already dead. His persistent carnality has killed his usefulness on this earth; his role in the plan of God is over and he is under the Sin Unto Death. 

What could he have done? He could have headed for Abraham’s tent and the girls would have found godly husbands, and he would have found forgiveness. His pride and paralysis led to greater evil than he had practiced to date. We should be careful to ensure that we do not drop out of the pages of redemptive history because of carnality and failing to deal with our sin. It is only a matter of time before Lot dies under maximum divine discipline. Refer back to the study of SIN UNTO DEATH on page 117.

Let us review two verses at the end of chapter nineteen, because most commentators interpret Abraham’s actions in light of a note Moses makes right there, about the fate of Lot, and they may be too harsh on Abraham. In verses 27 and 28 of chapter nineteen, Abraham gets up in the morning and sees what is happening in the Vale of Sodom, and he apparently despairs. He apparently thinks that God has not answered his prayer.  He looked at several hundred thousand hectares that the night before had been like the Garden of Eden, and now had been destroyed, and the poisonous smoke and fire is going up like a furnace. 

Abraham may have thought that no one could have possibly survived. Lot however has escaped. Moses puts this in because, at this moment, Abraham does not know, but should have expressed faith in God’s plan, even though he did not have all the facts at this point. This is always our challenge. The Lord wants us to think his way, and with the Lord there is nothing impossible to fulfil his plan. Genesis 18:14, Deuteronomy 33:27-29, Jeremiah 32:17. Does Abraham fall at this point into sinful despair over the fate of Lot?

PRAYER

Let us pause and re-examine some basic points from the doctrinal study on prayer. In prayer we have two aspects to each prayer made; petition and desire. Abraham's petition was that the city be spared if there were 10 righteous people in it, with the desire that his nephew Lot and his family would be saved. The desire was answered by the Lord, but the petition was not. Three had survived totally. Lot's wife was also a believer who would have been saved, but she disobeyed right at the last minute, and delayed a few hundred metres from safety.   “Near enough” is never “good enough” in the Plan of God.
The concept of petition and desire is a very important concept to grasp especially if you have been praying earnestly and long about a subject and God says, "No" to the specific petition you have prayed, but also says "Yes" in the sense of giving you your heart’s desire about the subject.  When the answer comes it will be a challenge to your faith, for depending how you interpret the answer, you may feel thankfulness or despair over it.

For instance the prayer may be, to be cured from a physical illness, in order to serve God. He may not cure the illness, but you may be able to serve Him in a new way through the illness. This was the answer to prayer that I received for four long years from 1987 – 1990. Through this period I was seriously ill as a result of being gassed with smoke bombs in the Armed Forces, and the Lord left me suffering with the after effects, just as he did with Paul. 2 Corinthians 12:7-13. I learned that this was not punishment, although one pious Christian friend argued I had clearly sinned mightily before the Lord to be suffering so much! Refer to the BTB study of PRAYER page 123 and CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING on 52.

I accepted the answer the Lord initially gave me; to relax, exercise, take all doctors advice, and keep studying the Word. In the process of day by day faith rest in the Lord’s plan, through suffering, I learned things about the Lord and his plan that I would not have learned any other way than through suffering. As a result what became the EBCWA Diploma of Theology Course of 520 teaching hours was written and then delivered, and the Lord opened up a great ministry. I was finally healed, in the Lord’s right time, through the local church elder’s prayers in 1991. I look back and give thanks for the entire period, not just the final healing. 

Abraham is going to learn from his traumatic experience, but first he is apparently going to make a basic series of errors, however is going to bounce back, unlike Lot. At this point both men are apparently out of full fellowship with the Lord, and both need to re-centre themselves in the Plan of God for their lives; Abraham will, Lot will not. Now I am using “apparently” a lot through this introduction, because the more I reflect on this chapter and chapter 19, the less I think Abraham sinned in his move south, but the affair of Abimelech clearly was sin. Let us see some points about this move to the south that others do not reflect upon

ABIMELECH

Most commentators argue that Abraham has fallen into despair himself; that he despairs that he is the only person left of his family, having lost all his living relations in the valley, as far as he is aware. They stress that he leaves his prayer altar, the company of his believing friends at Hebron (the place of "fellowship") to go south towards the land of Egypt and into the sphere of influence of the Egyptians and Philistines. 

The Philistines were a proto Greek people whose worship of sex and war put them up at the top of seriously pagan peoples. The question I want to pose is this one; is Abraham as far out of the plan of God as the commentators argue? Below I will raise some practical points about volcanic explosions that I have personally observed here in New Zealand and argue that Abraham may not have been as far away from the Lord initially as most have argued.

Moses draws us a route map of Abraham’s march. He went from Hebron down through the hill country to Kadesh (meaning the place of "prostitution"), and camped between there and the wilderness of Shur ("stirring up the dirt"), then on to Gerar ("soaring up and breaking away"); this was one of the southern city’s of the Philistines. From the meanings of the place names Moses may be making a spiritual point about Abraham’s journey, but it may also simply be that these were the towns that the Israelites of the Exodus knew, so these are the ones Moses selected to record. 

The king of Gerar is Abimelech, meaning ‘father of the king”, which is probably a title rather than a proper name. Trace the journey in a Bible map of the area, and you will see that he has journeyed far to the south, keeping on the western side of the ridges/hills separating himself from the Vale of Sodom, and stays in the area to the south of the River of Egypt. 

This is the boundary of the land promised to him, and its is argued by most that he ought not to have gone back into Egyptian controlled territory, nor made the mistake Lot made, and entered into the cities of the pagans. Genesis 13:14.  Now an error is made if we argue that he left the land, for it is only to Moses that God gives specific boundaries; Abraham’s promise at this point has been general, and he is technically still in the land, as he saw it on the day the promise was made. Let us enter this chapter with the same hesitancy and care that we have entered each before it, for the quick judgments against Abraham by some will be found to be mostly in error.

Now let us pause and examine the reasons for Abraham’s journey to the South, for all conservative, modern commentators observe that he was wrong leaving the land, (although he was not technically doing that anyway), but were their practical and reasonable reasons for this journey. The smoke from the fires in the Vale of Sodom would have made it unpleasant, and even dangerous, in the hill country if the wind blew from the south east. 

While there were many places within the land of promise he could have gone to avoid the smoke and sight of that valley, it would be logical to head away from the prevailing winds which blew in the toxic smoke. At certain times a year the dreaded desert easterly wind (blowing from south and east towards the north and west) blows in from Arabia, and so it may have been the smoke that drove him south west, out of the path of the choking sulphurous clouds that arose from that blasted valley. 

However, we must also ask, why did he not send a party of men down to the valley to see if there were any survivors, just as he had acted after the invasion of Chedorlaomer? The survivors were there at the south end of the valley, away from the predominant winds, but still within sight and smell of the destruction. Abraham could possibly have seen that the south end of the valley was clear of smoke and could have headed there to check things out, but he avoided the area and stayed in the high ground west of the top of the hills, through to Kadesh. 

Things were so bad in Zoar that Lot left soon after arriving, but didn’t head west into the hill country, perhaps due to the rolling clouds of poisonous smoke and ash, although he could have headed south and west as Abraham would do, and still tracked Abraham down. Maybe that was the reason why Abraham headed that way also, as it would be the logical place for survivors to head, as it was pastoral country in that day (not desert as it is today), rather than into the tough mountainous territory that would become the land of Moab.

Let us consider the nature of the clouds of smoke that arose from the valley that morning. Eruptions like this occur at times in New Zealand, and have in many other places in historic times, where there is volcanic and geyser type activity. The clouds of smoke are mostly highly toxic and kill anything in their path. The slightest smell of this sort of smoke makes people violently sick immediately and kills livestock caught in it’s path. 

It may have been that Abraham simply took the logical path away from the toxic smoke, but whatever the real reasons behind these verses, he was walking into trouble in the south. Let us use this example of biblical history to underline the need to pause before jumping to conclusions, and also the importance of remembering that the physical details of what is happening and the different climate and geography of the lands needs to be factored into our decision making. 

My conclusion now, (quite different from my thoughts, foolishly following others, in the past), is that Abraham made a logical choice to head south west, and was not placing himself away from God’s geographical will, but his decisions after that create an old problem for him again. However, we will see, that this is the decision that leads to explanations regarding his decision making regarding Sarah, and learning for both of them, and is the turning point for their marriage and the establishment of their family. Given these facts we need to be hesitant to say he is “in sin” through this period.

GENESIS 20:1-18

“20:1  And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar. 2  And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah. 3  But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. 4  But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, LORD, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation? 5  Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this. 6  And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. 7  Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 8  Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid. 9  Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done. 10  And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing? 11  And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my wife's sake. 12  And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife. 13  And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my brother. 14  And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and women servants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife. 15  And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee. 16  And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with all other: thus she was reproved. 17  So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children. 18  For the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham's wife.”

REFLECTION

In chapter  20 Abraham fails again into the same sin as he committed in Egypt, technically he is lying to the unbeliever, and thereby undermining his ability to witness to him later. We find him here saying that Sarah is his sister in exactly the same way in which he lied to the Pharaoh of Egypt. This time however he explains himself and Moses puts the explanation into the text to cause us to realize that Abraham is correct in his words, but wrong in his motivation. This time there is a good outcome and no break in fellowship between Abimelech and Abraham and they live close to each other for a time.

Lot was eliminated from the drama of redemption for mankind, because he did not get back into fellowship, nor learn from the events that unfolded around him; Abraham however does. Now it is true to observe that Abraham runs a parallel course to Lot in this chapter, by moving close to Gerar. 

Abraham had no real excuse to live with a group who were so degenerate that he had to lie to try to defend his wife's honour. He should have only been there as an evangelist well outside the town telling them that God should be worshipped and not idols. 

Abimelech was degenerate in his religion, and what he wanted he apparently took, yet we will find it is not that simple, and he has a basic morality and God-consciousness that may even lead to his salvation. This chapter indicates the truth of Romans 8:28, and that even the worst of men may be close to salvation.  

Abimelech had an understanding and a concern regarding God. Often you find that degenerate people are more open to the gospel than moral men because they are very aware that they are sinful. Our job is to sow the seed and not worry about the results, but we are to keep ourselves morally safe in the process, and that means not being tainted by the world’s evil. There are places we do not go to evangelize, unless the Lord very specifically orders us to. Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 3:3,1 Timothy 5:22, James 1:27,  Jude 22-24. 

God can keep us from falling, but we have the first responsibility to keep ourselves from the very appearance of evil in our dress and behaviour.  1 Thessalonians 5:22. It is possible that Sarah was up to her old tricks here and acting in a sexually provocative manner. Once again we need to remind ourselves, that women in this day, and even today in the Middle East, do not need to be seen unless they want to be.

Verses 1-2.  Abraham journeys south and “sojourns” (camps temporarily) in the area of what will be southern Judah.  It was good, well watered pastoral area in this day, with numerous villages and cities in ancient days, where now is only the desert. He does make an error however and moves into the sphere of influence, and possibly into the outer city limits of Gerar. Once he enters the city limits, even if only to “sojourn”, he must present his credentials, and formally introduce himself to the king of the city state, to assure that king that he is friendly and means him no harm. 

Abraham is a “famous” man in his day; he is the man who defeated Chedorlaomer, and so is well known and any local king will want to know that this man is “friendly”. At that introductory meeting with the king Abraham makes the error of judgment and tells a truth, which is actually a lie. He asks Sarah to lie about their sexual relationship. 

The Proto-Philistine/Canaanite king, under whose protection they have come, and under whose authority they have submitted by accepting his “offer” to stay in his area, has the right to ask anything of them, in return for his protection.  He identifies Sarah, introduced as Abraham’s sister, and sends for her. Remember, Abraham could have hidden Sarah away, as his wife, but if he introduces her as his unmarried sister, then he opens her to public gaze, and possible marriage “offer”. Even at ninety, this woman is attractive, and she will live another 37 years in good health, so to see her in our own day, she is like an attractive fifty year old. 

The word “send” used here by Moses indicates a forceful request that cannot be denied. It was common for kings to unite their interests with marriages of their relatives to one another. The word for “took” is one that indicates a “give and take” arrangement, and when you put the two words together, we have the covenant type arrangement being made here, and Abraham is going along with it. As he has lied about Sarah’s availability in the first place, it would be insulting to stop the process once Abimelech has suggested the union between himself and Sarah. What is happening here, is that the king of Gerar is taking Abraham’s sister as his wife (0ne of his harem), and thereby establishing a “family” alliance between Abraham and himself. 

The Philistines, as mentioned above, were warriors, and Abraham has at least 600 armed men, who are battle hardened, and who have beaten the greatest king of their day. The Philistines would have been very impressed with this and so the actions of the king are not to be seen as simply lust dominated, but are rather an indication of his respect for Abraham and desire to establish “family ties” with him. The fact that he is not driven by lust is underlined by Moses, who notes that he hasn’t even sent for Sarah to have their first sexual experience together when God acts to protect them all from adultery. 

Verses 3-4.  Moses is careful here to tell us that the king has gone to bed that first night, and he has not gone to bed with Sarah. Moses will tell us something in the last verse of this chapter that indicates the events of this chapter may play out over more than two months, so the Lord’s protection over Sarah is total and lasting. God directly acts to protect Abraham and Sarah, even though they have failed to trust him and tell the truth, yet again! God’s gracious protection is over his foolish people, and we need to praise his holy name for this fact in our own lives. Psalms 105:7-15. God seeks the salvation of the unbeliever and so rebukes Abimelech in order to lead him to the truth. Ezekiel 33:11-16, Jonah 3:4-10, 4:2-11. 

Abraham has judged this man wrongly; he is at the place of God consciousness and ready for the Gospel message. Abraham has made it harder to reach him by his deception and foolishness, but through telling the truth, he will be able to preach righteousness to this king. Abimelech is a good man and a righteous and noble ruler, so when he is told in the dream that he is to die for his sin, he immediately pleads for his people, not himself! This is a true leader of a people, who does not care that he dies, if he has sinned, but pleads with the Lord to save and deliver his people from any sin he has committed. This man sets an example of selfless leadership; he is focused on blessing his people. 

Verse 5.  Abimelech is able to tell God the truth about what he has done, and the innocent motivation that he has had in the process. This is another verse that Moses uses to remind us, that this man, though the leader of a religious system that is corrupt, is not himself beyond saving. This is no “king of Sodom”, but a man like Mamre, Aner, and Eshcol, who have been saved from amongst the Canaanites. Moses uses his words to remind us that it is Abraham, who has made the error in his “selection of the truth to tell”, that has created this problem.

In verses 6 to10 God steps into the picture strongly, and backs up the warning by means of the dream with sexual dysfunction on the part of all the women of the city. Any doubts about the dream being from God are removed by the physical evidence he sees every day as he walks around. This action of the Lord to directly affect every woman in the city state underlines that Sarah is the cause and the dream is correct. 

It may have been that Abimelech rises from his bed that night after the dream and thinks the dream may be wrong, because it is so weird and strange, and he does not, even with the first dream doubt the word of Abraham. Once the physical evidence is presented to him he knows it is God who has spoken. Abimelech is, once again, a good example of how to deal with any strange guidance phenomena; he earnestly seeks the truth from God, and desires to serve God in truth. When anything strange is ordered it is not wrong to ask for clarity from the Lord, and confirmation of the message, because you want to get your directions right; you do not immediately act on any apparently strange thing, until one “word from the Lord” is confirmed by another thing. The Lord then speaks to him in a second dream, so by three evidences he has all the truth before him. Refer back to the BTB study GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD on page 17 and also DREAMS below. 

Verses 6-7. Abimelech is confronted by the Lord with the direct orders he is to follow, and told of the consequences for disobedience. He is told that Abraham is a prophet of the Lord and that he will exercise his prophetic gifting over the king and will pray for him. He is assured by the Lord that Abraham’s prayers are powerful and that he will be delivered. When the Lord reveals his words through a dream or a prophetic word, that revelation is always direct, simple, clear, and testable. If a person tells you they have a “word from the Lord”, and what they say is anything other than these things, then you know it is not of the Lord.  God’s Word is always blunt and straight, that is why he tells us to speak the same way. Let our yes be yes, and our no be no! Matthew 5:33-37. Refer back to the BTB study on PROPHET on page 77  and PROPHECY on page 76. 

Verses 8–9.  Abimelech who now tells all his elders and leaders of the truth that God has given him in the dream, and having secured their approval for his actions, and their repentance and trembling before the Lord, then he confronts Abraham with his deceit. Abimelech is not simply a libertine who looks upon women as sexual objects, he is a king who sees all wives as part of his alliances with surrounding powers. He has acted normally within the conventions of his day, and he has acted with decency and a desire to ally himself with God’s man, Abraham. David and Solomon will act in the same way he does here in a later time, and with marriages they should not have entered into. 2 Chronicles 8:11, 1 Kings 11:1-13. (Read these verses in this order). 

God does not approve of either David or Solomon’s many wives, and judges them for this, but this king before us here is neither better nor worse that the later Israelite kings. He is a man of his time and a good one by their standards. He has a very strong concept of what is right and what is wrong. Apparently immoral people should not be written off from evangelism, for they may be more “moral” in some areas than many believers, and may be seeking the Lord’s will for their lives and their people’s good. 

At this point of time Abimelech has far more integrity than Abraham has, which is a poor position for a believer to be in. All sin is against God. Psalms 51:1ff. God tells Abimelech that he is to restore Sarah to her husband or he will be eliminated. This gives Abraham the opportunity to give the gospel to this man. To eliminate a great evil God has intervened on Abraham's behalf, and opened up the opportunity for Abraham to explain himself, pray for Abimelech and receive good counsel from him also. 

Abimelech told his leading people what had happened and they were frightened. You will meet people who have been satiated with immorality yet they are waiting to meet someone who is spiritually real. Abimelech tells Abraham off which is very embarrassing, but it is absolutely right. Abraham shows his spiritual restoration by taking the rebuke, explaining his error of judgment, and praying powerfully for Abimelech and his people.  In these things Abraham establishes a true covenant, built upon spiritual reality this time, with Abimelech. This tells us that this man and many in his kingdom may have been saved by the events of this day. When believers get back in fellowship with the Lord good things spiritually start to happen again. 

Verses 10 – 11.  Abimelech asks Abraham why he did such a thing to him. Abraham replies that he believed there was no morality or true religion in this town and he feared. Pause and reflect upon this observation in the light of past chapters. Moses is very clear in the way he records these details to remind us that Abraham has no right to lie to protect himself in a situation where he thinks God cannot protect him!  Abraham needed to seek the Lord’s will in this place and he would have found it without deceit being needed. If we ever need to lie, we are probably in a place we shouldn’t be, or we are doing something in a way that is not prayer saturated and God directed. 

Abraham is meant to be in Gerar! This now is clear, is it not? All the commentators talk about his being “out of the geographical will of the Lord” is wrong, proven by the verses in this section. He is there to lead these people to the Lord, and they are, under the Holy Spirit’s work, ready for the truth, but Abraham has not been as prayerful as he has needed to be to see the will of the Lord in this place. Then Abraham recovers quickly, confesses his sin, and prays to the Lord. 

The Exodus generation make the same mistakes as they face situations of danger in their journey, and all too often they forget Abraham, and act on the basis of their fear, rather than seek what God is doing through prayer and faith-rest upon his Word. How often do we fall at this same spiritual test? We fear and deceive ourselves and others, rather than seeking prayerfully the path of God through the place we find doubt and fear in.

Verses 12 – 13.  Doesn’t Abraham’s explanation sound weak and pathetic, but at least he takes personal responsibility for the deception; it is not Sarah who dreamed this up. Abraham’s lie is not a complete lie, but it deceives others as to their sexual relationship, and marriage is to be honoured and announced. If a man is not proud of his wife, and she is not ready to be known as his husband, then the two should not be joined together in holy marriage. 

Abraham must have been concerned about Sarah’s appearance, dress or behaviours, or he would not ask her to do this thing, and Sarah has not been respectful in her behaviours, nor really valued her marriage, or she would not allow this thing to be said through the years. They have not addressed problems within their marriage for years, and their neglect of these matters has hindered their child bearing until it is humanly too late. It is of note that they will be able to have children, only when this charade is dismissed forever by them both. We should also note here, that at this time the incest prohibition regarding half sisters and half brothers was not in place; it is spelt out by Moses later from the Lord, after Sinai.  

ABRAHAM DEALS WITH HIS SIN

Verses 14 – 17.  Abraham deals with his sin and confesses. We need to realize that our sin will find you out. In verse 13 Abraham takes personal responsibility for his sins. Abimelech responds with goods and returns Sarah to him. This exchange of “goods” is a covenant between them, and a testimony, like that of Melchisedec before him, that God’s hand is upon Abraham, and he is God’s man for this generation. He then says to Sarah words that emphasize her failings as a wife through the years. This man has seen her attitude as wrong towards her husband, and puts his finger on her behaviours as the indicator of these things. Abraham is to be a covering to her eyes. Why does he say that? Because even at her advanced age Sarah is a flirt. Her eyes are everywhere in the room except on her husband. Abimelech had no clue from her behaviour that she was anything other than sexually available. Matthew 5:27-32.

She was reproved by Abimilech because she herself had sinned. She now starts seeing Abraham as her lord and has eyes only for him. It is a reminder that couples can have great sex lives together, but still not have eyes only for each other, and so be able to be split up by others, or become bitter at each.  It is the “one woman man” and the “One man woman” that is God’s plan for a happy marriage. In conjunction with this passage read 1 Peter 3:1-9.  Out of cursing has come great blessing. Abraham deals with his sin of fear and inattention to Sarah, and Sarah with her sin of flirting, and she starts to respect him, and both of them resolve problems in their marriage that have been ignored there for decades. Refer back to the BTB study on GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTION – MARRIAGE on page 42.

In Genesis 21:1 she has Isaac after they had both dealt with their sin. Abimelech is touched by both the Word of God and the prayers of Abraham. In matters of great principle we must not compromise, lest our witness is affected, but even if we have messed up badly, the Lord remains gracious and will restore us if we confess and get ourselves right before him. Do not allow anything to get between you and the Lord, and if you sin get back into fellowship quickly. God restores us, but we must walk close to Him to be useful on this earth. Refer back to the BTB study on CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FOGIVENESS on page 30.

Notice Abimelech’s sense of humour in verse sixteen. He reminds them both of their deception, and his words indicate that Sarah may have enjoyed the “game” they played. Abimelech records the gift he has given Abraham as the “fine” for taking Sarah, and underlines the serious cost of their deception. In our terms he has given several million dollars! Sarah gets the message, and in case you think I am to hard on Sarah, Moses notes that she is rebuked and corrected, and received the rebuke graciously, and takes on board the full meaning of the correction.

Abraham will now pray for the women of Gerar, all of whom who have been affected by his deception, and all of whom have been made unable to conceive children through this period. This is a clue that the events of this chapter may have been played out over several months, as the only way the people would have known that they could not conceive, is that they would go through at least one menstrual cycle without any eggs being fertilized!  

For all the women to be aware of this would mean possibly that all women’s periods stopped for at least one or more months! This tells us that Abraham was made to really sweat it out with worry about Sarah’s sexual fate for quite a long period. The Lord was really rubbing this lesson in strongly. If we do not get the truth the first time from the Lord, then the next message form him will be harder on us! Hebrews 12:5-14.

PERSONAL AND PASTORAL APPLICATION

1.
Lot leaves the pages of redemptive history due to his persistence in carnality. Abraham falls into carnality, but recovers, confesses, prays for others and himself and is central in redemptive history. The message to us all is to keep short accounts with God regarding any sin or foolishness on our part, and so be a part of God’s redemptive plan.

2.
The commentators who abuse Abraham for anything other than his lie to Abimelech err themselves, and have not listened to Moses. This is another chapter where the importance of hearing what Moses says is underlined. Let us let the Word of God speak to us; let us stop telling it what it says before we hear it fully and carefully.

3.
Fear is always a sign that carnality is creeping at the door to come in and destroy the fellowship of the believer with his Lord. If we fear, we are away from the sure ground of faith-rest in the Word of God. Let us see fear as a sign of sin, and so act quickly to eliminate it from our thinking, and replace it by believing prayer and clear biblical doctrinal principles applied into the situation. Let us also remember the principle, that if we think about lying, it is because we have already made an error of judgment and need to re-assess our path, for it is a wrong one!

4.
We must be wary of quick assessments regarding the morality or spirituality of others. A quick glance may not tell us what is going on, and if the Lord has led us somewhere, we must be particularly prayerful, as the Lord may be working powerfully within the apparently “worst” person we meet. Let us be ready to share the Gospel in all places we go through this life, and be sure we “go” where the Lord wants, for then every person met can be viewed as an “opportunity”.

5.
God protects his people from their own foolishness. We do not want to press this too far, as Abraham had a lot longer to sweat with worry about Sarah this time than with Pharaoh earlier. God waits to teach Abraham and Sarah truths they need to learn, and God waits for us also! Let us give thanks for God’s amazingly patient grace!

6.
Dreams may still be used to guide, but they are not to be taken in isolation. Abimelech is careful about interpreting dreams, and we need to be also, especially where they require action. He seeks to get the will of the Lord right, and this must be our focus also. We must ensure that we do things the Lord’s way, and that means having words confirmed. Let us beware of those who are always having dreams to guide them, for the greatest people in scripture have few of them, and so if a person who is not doing great work for the Lord is having lots of “guidance” they would be wise to seek confirmation of that guidance, for it is probably not of the Lord! Also remember that when the Lord speaks the words are very specific and testable/falsifiable. Anything not in this category is also NOT a word from the Lord.

7. Marriage is honourable and to be honoured by both the husband and the wife. Each is to have eyes for his wife, her husband alone. It is sin when we wander the room with our eyes! Jesus made it clear that lustful looks are adulterous and are to be stopped in the mind, before they lead to adultery in the body. We are to guard our marriages from the threat of adultery by looking to our partners alone for sexual satisfaction, and we are not to dress or act in any way that will attract or entice the sexuality of others. 


We are to be modest and well turned out in our dress, always appropriate to the situation, and never to inflame lust by our dress. If believers look and act like pagans they cannot blame pagans for considering them sexually available. Abimelech is honourable, but also normal, and he sees Sarah’s sexual availability and takes advantage of it. None of us, male or female, are to act or dress in such a way as for this to be possible to happen. 

DOCTRINE

DREAMS

1. Dreams have been used by the Lord in the history of his revelation to man to communicate specific warnings and prophetic truth. Of the seventy references to them, all but eight occur in the Old Testament period, and the others before the establishment of the church. They do not appear to be a common phenomenon for guidance or direction within the church age. This is likely due to the role of the Holy Spirit which is expanded from the Old Testament times, and is directive in this age. Refer Holy Spirit Ministries.

2. Dreams occurred many times in the history of Israel as a direct means for specific guidance. Genesis 20:3-6, 31:11, 24, 37:5-10, Daniel 7:1ff. They were used to direct Mary and Joseph, and the Wise men, quite specifically regarding the birth of Jesus. Matthew 1:20, 2:12-22.

3. Dreams, or visions of significance were either self explanatory or the person had to go to a person skilled in dream interpretation. Genesis 20:3, 28:12, Numbers 12:6, Deuteronomy 13:1.

4. Visions, like dreams were unusual events, and appear to be restricted to key personnel who were tasked with communicating God’s Word to others. 1 Samuel 3:1-15, Isaiah 1:1ff, Ezekiel 7:13, Daniel 2:19.

5. In Acts there are specific visions given to the apostles for very specific purposes. Acts 9:10-16, 10:27-29, 16:6-9, 18:1-11, 2 Corinthians 12:1-7.

6. Dreams and visions may still occur, but they will occur in very unusual situations, for very specific reasons (as we see in Acts). They will occur in situations where, for some reason, the Holy Spirit chooses this means rather than directly speaking to the soul of the indwelt believer. 

While we must allow for the Lord to speak any way he chooses, this will be an unusual means nowadays because it is unnecessary due to the indwelling and filling ministries of the Holy Spirit for all believers; a situation not occurring in the Old Testament period.

ANGELS

1. There are two kinds of angels:

a) Elect Angels (1 Timothy 5:21) - those which have chosen to remain with God.

b) Fallen angels - those which have rebelled against God and followed Satan:

i) imprisoned ones (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4) - apparently active on earth prior to the Flood (Genesis 6)

ii) demons, currently active on earth (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

2. There are various orders in the angelic realm.

a) Cherubim (highest order) -. (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:19-20) Cherubs were originally the defenders of divine holiness. Lucifer (Satan) was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14)

b) Seraphim - (Isaiah 6:2). Seraph means burning ones.

c) Rulers, Principalities and Powers - can refer to human authorities, but usually refers to angels (and generally to fallen angels).  (Ephesians 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16). They control certain segments of the human race, they can control the voice and the mind. (Mark 5:1-20).

d) Ministering Angels

i) Guardian angels. (Hebrews 1:14).  Protect and assist believers.

ii) Angels of the waters. (Revelation 16:5). Water is used as a prison. Abyss (Greek), refers to an underwater prison.

iii) Angels of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1,11 ). An angel which has a special responsibility for the abyss.

iv) Angel of fire. (Revelation 14:18).

v) Angels of judgment. (Revelation 8:2, ch 15,16) - trumpets and bowls.

vi) Watcher angels. (Daniel 4:13).

3. Appearance of angels:

a) Angels can appear as human beings (Genesis 18:1-2, Hebrews 13:2)

b) Angels are described variously as having wings, many eyes, many faces (Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1) and often glow with brilliant light (Matthew 28:2-3).

c) Lucifer (Satan) was the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God (Ezekiel 28:12-17)

d) Angels are NOT pink fat babies with wings, or red skinned creatures with horns and forked tails.

4. Named angels:

a) Lucifer, son of the morning, was the covering cherub over the Throne of God (Isaiah 14:12).  His name is now Satan, the accuser/slanderer (Revelation 12:10)

b) Gabriel a messenger angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26)

c) Michael a fighting angel (Revelation 12:7, Jude 9) and guardian angel of Israel. (Daniel 10:21, 12:1)

5. Angels and Christ's Incarnation

a) At his birth - (Luke 2:9-15)

b) At his temptation - (Matthew 4:11)

c) At his resurrection - (Matthew 28:2)

d) At his ascension - (Acts 1:10)

e) At the Second Advent - (Matthew 13:37-39, 24:31, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)

6. Angels and Man

a) Angels were watching at the time of creation. (Job 38:7)

b) Angels were present when God gave Moses the Law. (Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53).

c) Angels are watching us now. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12.)

d) The elect angels rejoice whenever someone is saved (Luke 15:7-10).

7. Many times revelations from God were mediated through angels - 

a) The Law of Moses -, Exodus 3:2 , Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2

b) Prophetical announcements to Daniel - Daniel 7:16, 8:16-26, 9:20-27, 10:1-12:13

c) Prophetical announcements to Zechariah - Zechariah 1:9, 2:3, 4:1,5, 5:5, 6:4,5

d) Announcement of the birth of John to Zacharias - Luke 1:11-20

e) Announcement of the birth of Jesus to Mary - Luke 1:26-38, and Joseph - Matthew 1:20-21

GENESIS CHAPTER 21
INTRODUCTION

TWO SONS – TWO DESTINIES

At this stage Abraham is an hundred years old whilst Sarah is ninety. However God does not forget a promise. God visited Sarah and did as he said He would; the delay has been caused solely because of the need for Abraham and Sarah to act fully as a devoted husband and wife. They call the name of their child Isaac as the reminder of God’s grace, and their response to his promise. 

Moses is underlining here that once God says something He means it and will do it. If there is a promise in the Word, then God will use it, applying it’s blessing into your life, when you require it. It also says that these things occurred at the set time, or better, exactly in God's time. God's timing is absolutely perfect and both people here have required learning to occur before this event. 

Here we have two, sexually regenerated, geriatrics, and it is not going to be a temporary thing. They are going to enjoy their sexual relationship until the death of Sarah thirty seven years later. Abraham is also going to have a large number of children by his second wife Keturah, after the death of Sarah. When God heals he heals perfectly and completely. This is one of the signs of God’s work, as against the fake healings of the “faith healers”; for when God heals it is complete, and his provision is always perfectly tailored to the need of his people.

In Genesis 21:4 Abraham circumcised Isaac at the age of 8 days, exactly as God had commanded. In this he is in complete obedience to the Word of God. This was the covenant sign for Israel that is similar today to the dedication of children. The modern Christian family dedicate themselves to bring the child up in the knowledge of the Lord. Abraham is dedicating himself to bring up Isaac as a son of promise, and setting apart Isaac from the pagans around him and declaring him a “Son of the Covenant”. 

As parents we must be responsible for encouraging our children in genuine Christianity by our personal example, but ultimately it is the individual who has to decide for or against the Lord. We should be role models for our children and see that our family is our first mission field. Things look good for Abraham as we begin, but an old self centred pattern of behaviours, this time from his son Ishmael, and, as with Lot, creates problems for him and his family. Abraham has had to separate from carnal Lot, and now he faces an even harder separation for spiritual impact, he must separate from his own son, who has refused to behave properly and with spiritual dignity.

GENESIS 21:1-21

21:1  And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken.  2  For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.  3  And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.  4  And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him.  5  And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him.  6  And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me. 7  And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his old age.  8  And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. 9  And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. 10  Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 11  And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son. 12  And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 13  And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. 14  And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 15  And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. 16  And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bow shot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 17  And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. 18  Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation.  19  And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. 20  And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 21  And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.”

REFLECTION

LAW VERSUS GRACE

Now my title for this section is provocative, and of course is taken from Paul’s assessment of these events in his letter to the Galatians and the Romans. Paul uses this story as an illustration, an allegory, of the truth about standing in the liberty where by Christ has set us free. Galatians 4:21 – 5:1, Romans 9:6-9. Paul sees the attitude of Ishmael illustrating his legalistic and carnal mind set, and the attitude of God in this matter being the one to give us guidance about our correct approach to legalism and all carnality associated with it. 

We are not used to thinking of Legalism in terms of carnality, but legalistic thinking is simply carnality in a super spiritual guise; it is simply worldliness operating from the Old Sin Nature area of strength, rather than from the sinful area of weakness. Legalism has at it’s heart a lust based thinking pattern. Pause and reflect upon this and we will come back to this point later. 

Verses 1 – 6.  The point Moses makes here is strongly made; God keeps his words to man, and man is blessed by all God does for man. Sarah remembers her laughter when she was told about the coming sexual experience, and the resultant birth, and she rejoices in her son, and laughs with all who hear her news. She knows that a birth at this stage of life is unusual, even in this day when old age was common, and so all will laugh with her when they hear her news. 

There is joy with the birth of Isaac, and all understand his name’s meaning, and thank God through their chuckles. Abraham is obedient and circumcises the boy on the eighth day in accordance with the Lord’s command. Moses faced this issue himself during the Exodus and the circumcision of his sons led to his wife leaving him, so I suspect he felt very strongly the impact of these verses. Exodus 4:25-26. 

In verse 6 Sarah said that, “God has made me to laugh”. This was an open laugh rather than a hidden laugh. The baby she is bouncing on her knee is purely one of grace, and he is a joy to her and to all who hear of the birth, except to Hagar and Ishmael. This birth will be the cause of jealousy and vindictive behaviours, and will lead to the Lord’s discipline for them both. For Sarah the birth is an answer to prayer and a vindication for her own faith. Hebrews 11:11. 

We can be hard on Sarah and doubt her faith through this time after the affair of Abimelech, but the writer to the Hebrews does not, and we are best corrected by scripture in our attitudes towards her. No-one would have ever thought it possible that she would have a child, but the Lord has proved them wrong, and vindicated her faith and Abraham’s. She now is a woman of faith, a woman who loves and is pre-occupied with her own husband, and in her attitude towards Hagar and Ishmael’s attitudes she is spiritual and she is right!

Verses 7 - 8.  Sarah rejoices over her breast feeding and there is great joy for the months that this occurs through. Breast feeding was normally about two to four years in the ancient world, and so the events of these verses probably take place through that sort of period. 

Ishmael is a late teenage young man when he behaves as he does as described in the next verses, so we are not to treat him as if he is a “poor little boy”.  He is old enough, and should be secure enough in his father’s love to relax and enjoy this younger brother, without feeling threatened by him. As often happens with “blended families” today, there is strife not far away. Fornication always has a sting in it’s tail, and Abraham pays dearly for whatever pleasure he took with Hagar due to Sarah and his foolishness at that time.  Blended families always have serious issues, it is just that the parents are so determined for things to work that they are in denial at the time.
Verses 8-9. Evil is always there and it always attempts to sour joy. Remember Jesus words, “By their fruits you shall know them”. Matthew 7:16-20. The test for Abraham and Sarah comes in the form of Hagar's son Ishmael, and it comes on the weaning day, when a feast was traditionally held as the child had now reached the stage of being on solid food. Even at this time of joy Abraham's sin has come back to haunt him. Ishmael who is now an older teenager, mocks the young toddler. Keep remembering the ages here; Ishmael is over sixteen and Isaac is between two and four! 

To rejoice with others in their joy is a sign of spiritual maturity, and to rejoice with children and their growth stages is the mark of a loving and kind person. Ishmael proves he is neither spiritual, nor kind as he mocks the toddler and insults the joy of his father in the birth of this next son.  Proverbs 20:11. Refer back to the BTB study on the FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT on page 21. 

Rejoicing in others joy without drawing attention to yourself is a sign of a spirit filled person. We are to be people who rejoice in the Lord, and in the joys of our neighbours and spiritual brethren. Romans 12:15, Philippians 2:17, 3:1-3, 4:4, 1 Thessalonians 5:16. As rejoicing with others in their joy is a sign of the Holy Spirit, just so mockery is a sign of at best Old Sin Nature selfishness, or at worst, satanic involvement in that individual’s life. Nehemiah 4:1-5, Psalms 22:6, 42:10-11, 44:13-14.

Verses 10 - 11.  Sarah tells Abraham to cast out Hagar and Ishmael as she does not want Ishmael to grow up with Isaac as she sees, from his attitude, that he will be a threat to Isaac as the true heir. Abraham is sad because he loves Ishmael, but Sarah is correct in her assessment, for Ishmael’s attitude shows that he may even be capable of murder to secure the elimination of Isaac as the heir and his replacement with himself. 

God said to Abraham to listen to Sarah and not to worry as the son of promise is Isaac. Sarah is right in this. Ishmael shows his evil here, as young vandals show their evil today; he is old enough to know what is wrong and right. He is a danger to the very life of Isaac, and betrays that hatred of the two year old boy that could lead to his murder by an “accident” later.   There is real danger here, and parents ignore such behaviours at the peril of the younger children.
Abraham must see past his love for the young man, who until this point has done no evil, to the possibility of evil occurring now. He must see spiritually and open his eyes to the evidence of Ishmael’s actions. Many parents fail their children by lack of correction and by failure to confront evil and name it as such. Ishmael’s actions here indicate he is far beyond correction, and is a real and present danger to Isaac and the family itself. From Sarah’s reference to Hagar, it is clear that she is involved. Hagar has not forgiven Sarah for her harsh treatment of her sixteen years before. Hagar resents this new child and desires her son’s pre-eminence. It is a classic clash of mothers to advance their sons, and is leads to murders throughout history! 

It is a time of differentiating on a spiritual plain between the son of slavery and the son of freedom, not by their birth, but by their behaviours. Ishmael’s birth was the result of Sarah's unbelief and the lust of Abraham, and as such he is the result of worldliness and human works.  Isaac is a picture of grace and God’s answers to prayer. 

Ishmael and Isaac are a picture of the contrast between law and grace. We must be careful and not push this too far, and say that it is all predetermined, for that is not where Paul went with this, and neither did Moses. It is Ishmael’s acts that prove he has not become a free man by his beliefs and behaviours. Even as the son of a slave, he could have been free by the nobility of his actions. This was an age when a slave could rise to be king by his strength of character and the nobility or bravery of his actions. Sadly Ishmael does not have the character, and Hagar does not have the spiritual discernment to see what God is doing and go with the plan. She keeps on playing politics and she loses. 

Paul, in Galatians 4:21‑29, says that even today Hagar and Ishmael speak of all forms of legalism whilst Sarah and Isaac represent grace. Here Paul also shows that we are related spiritually as believers to Abraham and Isaac as spiritual heirs to the promises and our behaviours are to show discernment and commitment to the plan of God, rather than follow after the lusts of our Old Sin Natures, as Hagar and Ishmael did. 

Paul is asking the question as to whether the Galatians are surprised that these legalistic, religious, Jewish unbelievers are persecuting them. You should not be surprised, he argues, because it is exactly the same as Ishmael persecuting Isaac. People who game play for power always hate those who depend upon the grace of God. 

Paul urges the Galatians and ourselves, “Stand fast in the liberty which sets us free, but expect the slave to hate you and your liberty”. Paul uses this situation to show that the free person will not have any safe relationship with the slave. Do not expect respect, love, admiration or integrity from legalists, for they will hate you if you stand for grace in action, just as Ishmael hated young Isaac.

Abraham did not want to cast them out, but practically and spiritually he sees that there must be separation now that Ishmael has shown the depth of his contempt for Isaac. There can be no cohabitation between legalism and grace; legalism will always try to kill grace, just as Ishmael, left unsupervised would have killed little Isaac in an “accident”. God's standard must be followed and we cannot compromise, as only the son of promise must be the heir, and any compromise spells danger and disaster for the person who compromises.  If you compromise truth you are dealing with lies, and such an action is always going to lead to a predictable disaster. Standing for truth and opposing what is false will not be pleasant at times, and may be very hard, and require separation from people you have loved. Refer back to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION on page20. 

Verses 12‑13.  God answers the prayer of Abraham and that of Hagar here, and says that He is going to make Ishmael a great nation, and he is going to be blessed by association with Abraham. This principle of blessing by association applies today as Jesus said that believers are the salt of the earth in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5:13-16. Salt preserves, gives flavour and spices up food. People will be blessed by association with us if they are working in close proximity or association with us, even if they hate us. Ishmael will possibly die as an unbeliever but because of blessing by association with Abraham, he is going to have blessing in this life.

If as a believer you mature, your friends, workmates and family will receive blessing. I have seen this work out in many situations through my life, where unbelievers were blessed by their associations with believers in their business and family life. Hagar and Ishmael will be blessed and the Lord will especially look out for them in their own lives, and even into the next generation they will be blessed.

Verses 14 - 15.  Abraham now provides for Hagar and she and Ishmael go and commence their wandering in the wilderness to Beersheba on the way back to Egypt.  Now given that Abraham was a multi millionaire the provision he makes for them both appears a bit on the stingy side! This is to think in terms of modern days rather than the world of their day. 

Hagar had been given to him as a slave and the price for setting her free would have been significant. To place the water pot on her head and bread in her hands, Abraham was setting her free. A slave that had been set free was known by these two signs and would be able to seek work in any pastoral community, but a slave wandering around with any money or valuable goods in her possession, was either a target for robbery, or was a thief from her master and would have been either killed or returned to Abraham. Only by setting her free and leaving her and Ishmael to make their own living from now on, would Abraham guarantee their security and their future without suspicion that they had stolen from him. 

He also recognizes that they must work for their living now as free people, not be provided for. In our welfare day we can expect to be “looked after”, where God’s order is that we work hard daily for our bread and Ishmael is expected to work hard to keep his mother! They both could have found their place in the household of Abraham and stayed permanently, but they have a root of bitterness and arrogance, and it will be their undoing. They were together in their despising of Isaac and they will share their fate and work together also. Genesis 3:19, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 5:6-8, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13.  Refer to the BTB study WORK. 

It should be noted that while there is provision and blessing by association, we cannot say that God loves the unbeliever or carnal believer. He has provided salvation but unbelievers are still enemies of the Cross, and enemies of God until they come to him to be saved. God does not save by His love he saves by His grace through faith. While God will still continue to bless Ishmael, Ishmael will still continue to reject God’s way of life, although he does stay in touch with Abraham and Isaac. 

It is not clear that he hated God at all, and it is certainly not true that Hagar did, for she is a believer, just a carnal one. The Lord will speak directly with her in love, not as he spoke to Cain. Genesis 4:9-14. My suspicion is that Ishmael is a believer, like his mother, and he is a carnal one like her, but he does love the Lord, and he does still love and respect his father; he does not hate him for his actions this day, and can even join with Isaac, without hatred and bury their father. Genesis 25:1-10.

When Paul reflects upon this incident he ties Ishmael’s actions in with Esau’s later, although Ishmael is not recorded as being “hated”. Read through Romans 9:13, and note that it goes back to Malachi and beyond and is blunt in recording God’s attitude to those who persist in their hatred of the godly line. “Esau have I hated but Jacob have I loved”. God provides potential for all men to be saved through His love but if the person does not respond to that love he remains under God's condemnation and the Lord hates sin and finally, if the sinner does not repent, they are hated by God for the great evil they work, and their destiny is the Lake of Fire. It is Esau’s hatred of Jacob that leads to God’s hatred of him. Genesis 27:41, Revelation 20:11-15. 

So let us pause and reflect again. Abraham is a millionaire several times over at this stage. What does he give the person who has borne him a son? He gives her a loaf of bread and a jar of water, but before you are outraged at this, hear what this meant in that day.  Abraham does this for good reason in his own day. What he gave was just sufficient to get them to the first waterhole or well. This is the cultural tradition of the time, and is the badge of their freedom, but also teaches a vital spiritual principle to the two of them. 

Where a concubine and a child were sent out from a house as free people, they were given just sufficient sustenance to get to the next waterhole. At that point they had to confront the fact that they needed to work to live, and had to start fending for themselves, or they died there. They are being confronted with the reality of their rejection of God’s plan, and their hatred and resentment of Sarah and Isaac.

Many people with wealth think that if they give their children a lot of money that they will live good and healthy and happy lives. It doesn't work because they have forgotten the Old Sin Nature of man. Money is a curse to those who have no character, and no determined desire to work hard through their entire lives. Abraham has the correct concept, and acts rightly; he sees that it is up to this couple, who have been given a promise from God to trust God. Abraham also sees that Ishmael is at best a carnal believer, and if he is given nothing, the stress that it will put him under may cause him to consider the Lord and the promise and believe. Abraham has set them free and given them the challenge to live as free people and work for their daily bread in honesty and with integrity. Refer to the BTB study MONEY, WEALTH page 117.

In verses 15 and 16 we find that when they reached the first waterhole with the loaf of bread and pitcher of water they would have been accepted according to the traditions of that day and allowed to work as they would be seen as free refugees from another area, not as escapees or thieves. They have been walking hard and the day is very hot, and they are both exhausted. They are likely in despair and distress, as they face the full consequences of their plans against Isaac, and their spiteful actions. 

After walking away for some distance Ishmael collapses through fatigue, his mother drags him under a bush into the shade, and she goes a little further as she does not want to see her child die and there she laments. She is crying “poor me” and she is responsible for this plight they are both in, for she has brought her son up with the mental attitude that is spiteful. It is simply a fact of life that at times you can do one foolish thing too many and so lose the fellowship of an important person. They have gone too far with Abraham and Sarah and they both know it.

Verses 17-19.  For the second time the Angel of the Lord appears to Hagar, and she is told to lift Ishmael up and bring him to a well that is close by. She is told that life is not over for either of them, because her son is going to become the father of a great nation. The Lord opened her eyes and she saw a well of water not too far away. They were going to die within 50 meters of the well. So often people die in the sight of the thing that could save them. A good example of this is an unbeliever dying outside Christ with the whole of creation testifying to the existence and love of God. The Lord delights in opening the eyes of the spiritually blind, and helping the carnal open themselves to the reality of his provision for them. Ephesians 2:1-6. Refer to the BTB study ANGEL OF THE LORD on page 89 and BLIND MAN below

All too many believers make a complete mess of their lives even though the promises and doctrines of God, which could so easily assist them, are within easy reach. They do not read the Bible, they do not believe it or apply it, nor do they go to the places where it is taught. Do not think that if a person sees a mighty work or miracle, that they will believe and get active in the Lord’s work and grow in knowledge of his name. The well being there for Hagar was a miracle of deliverance but Ishmael died as a carnal believer, or possibly some would argue, even an unbeliever. 

Many people see the deliverance of the Lord in their life and work, yet they walk away from godly paths and make money rather than seek to know the Lord’s love and find their place of service for him. Ishmael and Hagar seek their own place of prominence and they will find it, but they will lose their chance to play a great part in the drama of redemption. Yet even they will have many descendents in heaven through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many of the Arab peoples through the years have welcomed the Lord, and many will welcome him on his return. Refer to the EBCWA studies on ISAIAH, JEREMIAH, and EZEKIEL, and book 121, for there are many prophetic words about the blessings that will come to the saved amongst the Arab peoples descended from Ishmael. God is the Lord of grace and he brings blessing out of cursing through faith. Refer back to the BTB study SALVATION on page 49 and FAITH on page 37.

As you think upon this couple, reflect also upon the account of the rich man and the beggar named Lazarus, recorded in Luke 16:18-31. In the story the Lord tells, Abraham says to the rich man in hell that even if a person came back from the dead his brothers would not believe if they would not believe the Word of God. Let us witness always to the truth, and not seek for miracles where none would make any difference. The Holy Spirit is able to convince and convict all of truth, with or without any miraculous events. If a sick unbeliever asks you to pray for their recovery, then you should say that you will pray for their deliverance from not only sickness but all the results of man’s sin, so that their future life might truly reflect the glory of God.

Verses 20 –21. Ishmael becomes a hunter and a mighty man. Hagar takes him down to Egypt where he marries an unbeliever and so brings up a mixed family of believers and unbelievers. Some of the sons of Ishmael have troubled Israel even to this day, yet some are believers and are the allies of the truth and God’s people. They are the families of the Palestinian Arabs. Notice, before you accuse Ishmael of being an unbeliever, as I used to do, the word of Moses in verse twenty; “God was with the lad”. This is not said of Cain, or any unbeliever. It is not said of Esau! It must make us conclude that he is a carnal believer, just as “righteous Lot” was.

Lot drops out of the record and is not mentioned again, whereas Moses will mention Ishmael again and tell his story in Genesis 25:12-18. It reminds us that he could have been great before the Lord, but his compromises lead to a path further and further away from the Lord. It also tells us that we will meet him in heaven, and he and Isaac will have been getting on well for millennia, and so will all their saved descendents. Salvation unites people, and where the Lord is, there is forgiveness and family bonds of love that cross all racial and cultural divisions that man makes.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
God blesses Ishmael and Hagar even though they will wander further and further away from active fellowship with him. God is not vindictive, nor is he cruel, but always gracious and good to those who love him, even though imperfectly. 

2.
God does not forget his promises; he keeps his Word. Sarah remembers and laughs daily at the grace and love of God towards her. In the midst of our troubles let us praise God for the answers to prayer yet to come and so prove ourselves true sons and daughters of Abraham and Sarah.

3.
We are never too old to change and turn around our spiritual life and destiny. Sarah comes of age at ninety and we can move back into effective ministry at any age; all we need is faith in action. God seeks our obedience to his word and that means we hear it, believe it, and are active in application into the fabric of our daily lives. 

4.
We are called to rejoice with those who rejoice. A true fruit of the Spirit is being able to share others joy. Resentment and vindictiveness are signs of the Old Sin Nature or worse! We are called to be fruitful in goodness.

5.
We are expected to work in this life, and not feel hard done by when we are still working hard in older age. Work is the call for mankind, and as believers we should not expect to be “looked after”, but always be ready to work hard, “as unto the Lord”, at all times in all ways that will honour Him.

DOCTRINES

BLIND MAN AS A PICTURE OF THE UNSAVED

1. The healing of the blind man in (John 9:1-13) parallels the condition of all those who are unsaved. 

It is of interest that this person was suffering from a congenital condition where the organs for sight were absent. Thus it was not the removing of cataracts that was in view, it was the creation of the ability for sight. 

2. He was outside the Temple and like the unbeliever he was a stranger to fellowship with God. (Ephesians 2:12)

3. He was blind and could not see. As unbelievers we are all blind to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 2:14 2 Corinthians 4:3,4). 

4. He was born that way. All people are born in sin. (Ephesians 2:1)

5. He was beyond human help with no earthly hope. (Ephesians 2:12) There is still no hope for a person born blind. There is no human cure for sin. Man cannot deal with it.

6. He was a beggar, and could not pay for healing. In grace, we also can't offer anything for salvation. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

7. He made no verbal appeal. He was sought out by the Lord and drawn as we were. (John 6:44)

8. The Lord found him and saved him. It is the Holy Spirit who calls us.

9. No other people were really interested in him. The Pharisees ignored him. The disciples had a theological debate over him, but the Lord touched him. (John 3:16)

10. He was changed. He became a new man. (Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:12; 1 John 1:7)

11. When we meet the Lord Jesus Christ we are changed. This is a good salvation passage.

MONEY

1. Money in coin form was unknown until the 7th century BC Prior to coins, money or valuable metal was measured in terms of ingots or rings. Croesus, King of Lydia first preserved his money in coins. When Cyrus the Great conquered Lydia, he picked up the concept of coinage and gave it to the entire world.

2. Money is not evil.  It has a legitimate function. (Genesis 23:9, Jeremiah 32:44)

3. The believer is urged  to be content with what he has received, in his position, from the Lord. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Philippians 4:11-13, Hebrews 13:5-6.

4. It is the lust for money and goods that corrupts a man   Jude 11. 

5. The giving of money is an expression of the believers' priesthood. (1 Corinthians 16:2, 2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

6. Coveting money makes one a slave to his desire. (Matthew 6:24). Money is a useful servant but a harsh master.

7. The danger of money to the unbeliever.

a) Salvation cannot be purchased with money. (Mark 8:36-37)

b) Money causes the rich man to put his trust in the wrong things. (Mark 10:23-25)

c) Money often hinders the unbeliever from seeking salvation. (Luke 16:19-31)

d) Money has no credit with God. (Proverbs 11:4,28)

8. The danger of money to the believer:

a) Money can become part of a slavery to a vain search for happiness. (Ecclesiastes 5:10-6:2)

b) Love of money becomes a root of all kinds of evil. (1 Timothy 6:6-12, 17-19)

c) Money can contribute to pride and self-centredness. (Acts 5:1-10)

9. Wealth is deceitful if a person believes it will buy him happiness or provide security Matthew 6:24-33, Luke 12:16-21. Proverbs 18:10-12, Proverbs 13:7.

10. It is the believer's duty to wisely use his possessions, time, abilities and spiritual gifts which God has entrusted to us.

11. Three illusions about money.

(a) Money can bring happiness:- for the believer the Christian way of life is the only source of happiness.

(b) Money provides security:- Grace provides the only real security. (Matthew 6:24-33)

(c) Money can buy many things such as salvation, love, happiness, tranquillity.

WORK

1. Since the Fall, man has had to work for a living by the sweat of his. Genesis 3:17-19.

2. Our attitude to work as believers should, however, be an offering of praise to God. Romans 8:19-32, 1 Corinthians 10:31

3. Our attitude to work is witness to all.  Workers are told to follow some simple guidelines to open the door for witness in the work place - Titus 2:9,10.

a) "Be Obedient"  - The Greek verb hupotasso is the same one used for wives of their husbands, and involves responsiveness to the will of the other. The believer is to be the best worker in the situation and is to be known as the one who can be trusted to perform what is required.

b) "Not answering again" - Talking back, or "back chat" has always been a problem where authority is resented. Such resentment is to have no place in the Christian's life as they are to see every situation they find themselves in as one where they are called to show themselves servants of their master in heaven and live up to his standards and their high calling as ambassadors of Christ.

c) "Not purloining" - It was always a temptation for slaves to steal, as they had been "stolen" and the only way to get freedom was to buy it with money they saved. Paul's point here and elsewhere, was that freedom was not to be the goal, rather service for the Lord. Freedom was not to come at any price! The believer was to pay taxes and to recognize others wealth as the other person's property and not steal it, even if that other person was not "entitled to it".   Ephesians 4:28.

d) "Showing good fidelity" - The Christian worker was to shew by all he or she did that they were trustworthy in all things.

e) "Adorn the doctrine of God" - Become a credit to the doctrine of God.  The English word for cosmetics comes from the word adorn.  It means to decorate or present in a good light.  As men will take a second look at a woman who is well made up with cosmetics so Paul wanted the masters to take a second look at slaves who served well and so hear what made them different from the rest, namely the gospel.   2 Corinthians 5:20.

These principles apply to all workers and managers in industry today.

4. Christian employers must be a just and fair. Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3: 22-4:1, 1 Timothy 6:1-8.

5. All Christians who can should be working for their living.  If they are unable to work they will be able to do something for the Lord, and such service should be supported by the church.  1 Thessalonians 3:10-12

6. Even Paul who ministered nearly full time, was a tent maker by day and a preacher and Bible teacher by night.  1 Corinthians 9:18, 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  4:11-12

7. Paying the pastor is legitimate, following the principle of the oxen treading out the grain; it ate whatever it needed to keep doing the job.  1 Corinthians 9:6-14, Galatians 6:6, Romans 15:27, Deuteronomy  25:4,  1  Timothy 5:17, 18.

8. Everything we do is to be looked upon as service to the Lord.  Colossians 3:23.

GENESIS 21:22-34

“21:22  And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest:  23  Now therefore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son: but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast sojourned.  24  And Abraham said, I will swear.  25  And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's servants had violently taken away.  26  And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this thing; neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it, but to day. 27  And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a covenant.  28  And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.  29  And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves?  30  And he said, For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that they may be a witness unto me, that I have digged this well.  31  Wherefore he called that place Beersheba; because there they sware both of them. 32  Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba: then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of his host, and they returned into the land of the Philistines.  33  And Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the everlasting God. 34  And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many days.”

INTRODUCTION

ABIMILECH AND THE WELL

In the next section Abraham is seen arguing with Abimelech about a well. They have been living together for a while now and Abimelech has seen that Abraham has been with God in all that he does. Abimelech saw Abraham as a strongman and wished to enjoy the blessing associated with him and not be subject to any military pressure from him, but be his ally. We as Christians should be, like Abraham, known for our stand for the truth, our strength before God, and not for being wimps. 

People should say to you that although they may not believe what you do, they admire your stand on these matters. The Lord Jesus Christ was never a weak character and did not compromise. When they went to arrest him they took a large detachment of the army numbering over 600. How strongly are we rated by the enemy? Do people respect and admire, even though they may feel convicted by us and hate what we stand for?

Abraham was military strong, morally strong and physically strong. He has by this time, turned his back on his sin and walked with God consistently for several years now. In Hebrews 4:1-8, the writer reflects upon Abraham’s faith and that of the Exodus generation, just as Moses is as he writes the words before us in Genesis. 

We all need to see the need of believing God's Word and mixing it with faith into our daily life. The problem that has emerged is that one of the wells that Abraham has dug has been denied him by force of arms by Abimelech’s troops. Abraham says that one of the wells has been taken out of his control, and he speaks directly to Abimelech, who says that he will sort it out. The well is called Beersheba by the days of Moses.

As a memorial of the renewed covenant of peace, and as Abraham’s testimony to his belief in the future permanence of settlement there by his descendents, a grove of trees will be planted in verses 33-34 and Abraham lived for many years in the country of the Philistines. Remember, these people are referred to as “Philistines” by Moses, yet the group that is finally called by this name and settled in the coastal plain of Israel is several hundred years away from this date as far as we know, from the findings of  modern archaeology and their identification with the “Sea Peoples” who invade and trouble Egypt. 

We will come back to this point, for the name for the people of Abimelech may have been changed by Moses to reflect the peoples of his day, and then could have been changed again by Ezra to reflect the world he knew existed in the days of the kings of Judah and Israel. Abimelech may have belonged to an earlier group that inhabited what would later be the Philistine area. He has a Semitic name/title and so may have been of Canaanite origin.

The fact that Abraham stayed in this area for a long time is another reminder that those who argue that he was wrong heading south are themselves wrong! Abraham is in the will of the Lord firmly here and he is blessed by the Lord and is able to witness to these wild people. Why is Abraham great? He is great because he is walking with the Lord and in the light of the realities of the promises and commands of God’s Word, and he is expressing these things in and through his fellowship with the Lord on a daily basis in prayer and sacrifice.

REFLECTION

Verses 22-24.  The group that visits Abraham is an important one, with the King and his Army chief of staff. They have come for an unspecified reason, but perhaps related to the problem with the well that Abraham will later raise with them. There has been a dispute and some trouble at this well, and the Philistine King is concerned that it does not mean war or the threat of it between him and Abraham, yet he probably knows more about the dispute than he lets on. 

He values this man Abraham as a godly and strong ally. He knows he is God’s prophetic voice for him, and may even have been invited to the weaning party for Isaac, so knows that things are moving on well for Abraham in accordance with the plan of God. This man does not want to get out of step with Abraham, for he knows that this is to be out of step with God. Having said this, there is something going on in the background here, and the discussion between the three men is very Middle Eastern, in that a lot is going on under the polite words. 

The promise he asks Abraham to make with him is a multi generational promise that will be binding to the third generation. This is a serious request and acknowledges the importance of the family of Abraham to this man. This man has been told by Abraham of God’s promises to him, understands the Abrahamic promise of generational blessing, believes it, and seeks blessing by association for his own sons and grandsons. 

Yet he is not totally willing to follow through on his side of the bargain, and seeks opportunities to push back Abraham’s power when he can, and he, or his son, will do the same to Isaac. Jacob will actually move north away from him and his descendents, possibly to escape from his deviousness. We are left wondering how honest this man is, and how strongly life change has happened in response to his meeting with God in his dream. This may be another example of a person who is touched by the Lord, yet has resisted thorough life change.

He asks for dealings with himself, in accordance to his own dealings with Abraham. This is honest at least, for he seeks no more nor less than he gives out. He asks that there be no false dealing or deception between them, but rather kindness. He is asking for a managerial arrangement of “Win – Win” in all their dealings, and for them to be characterized by kindness and warmth. 

He sees the blessing of God and possibly the protection of God over him as the benefits to himself, and possibly any trade in animal products will flow through the market at Gerar to the benefit of his economy. For Abraham there is the right to live in the surrounding countryside and pasture his flocks and herds there. For Abraham there is free grazing, but to enjoy this he needs to upkeep the wells and likely give Abimelech early warning of any threat to the city state of Gerar.

The meeting occurs twenty five miles from Gerar in what will be known as Beersheba in Moses day. It indicates that the sphere of influence is extensive around Gerar, and also it indicates that this king and his chief of staff take Abraham seriously as an ally who they visit, rather than as a vassal, who they would call to attend their court in the city. It may also be that this is an inspection tour of frontier wells and outposts by the king, his head of Army and attendant troops. 

Moses does not give us the information; perhaps Abraham did not note it on the tablets, as he is trying to tell the story to give Abimelech the benefit of the doubt in this event. Once again we see the mature spirit of Abraham; he is prepared to deal honestly, patiently and with grace, even if the person he deals with may not be totally honest.

Verses 25 – 26.  There has been a seriously violent seizure of the well in question by Abimelech’s troops, possibly supporting a group of his herdsmen, or maybe it was just a random patrol. The words used indicate people were killed in this process, so we are at the high point in seriousness. Abraham “reproves” the king. 

Once again it is an interesting choice of words for Abraham to use here. It is the same as used for Sarah in Genesis 20:16. It has the meaning of direct statement of fact to convict the person of wrong doing. It is used in such a way that indicates that there was a significant argument on Abraham’s part required to convince the king that his men had done wrong. He claims no knowledge of the event at all, blames Abraham for not telling him sooner, or he possibly has an alternative story from his troops who were involved. A serious discussion goes on here and finally Abraham wins the point. 

Once again we are to be reflective of Abraham’s mental attitude, lack of pride and arrogance, and quiet temper. People have died, there is a serious breach of trust, and this man has come to him to get him to promise to be trustworthy, when his troops have not been. This is cause for war, yet Abraham shows patience and diplomacy. He is leaving his destiny and the ownership of the well in the Lord’s hands, and seeks a solution without loss of more life. Abraham is morally right, but he doesn’t let his “rightness” make him arrogant, nor make him unable to compromise to get the best long term solution.
Verses 27 – 28.  
Abraham takes the initiative spiritually to establish a new covenant with the king and to thereby saturate the entire issue in prayer. This is our challenge as believers. Not to end a dispute with an agreement alone, but with prayer for blessing upon our otherwise “enemies”. Matthew 5:44. 

The first step was the exchange of gifts, but in this case it will not be wealthy, but sacrificial animals that Abraham has. Abraham has been wronged here, but he will give gifts to Abimelech to show good faith and not force the king to lose face. Once again this is the mark of a mature believer. He is prepared to lose face himself, rather than offend the unbeliever who he seeks to win for the Lord. They make a covenant and Abimelech accepts Abraham’s gift. He still has not granted Abraham the right of use, or ownership of the well, nor has he admitted wrong doing.

Verse 28 - 30.  Having made the general covenant together of peace and respect, then Abraham sets aside an additional seven ewe lambs. This is strange and Abimelech notices this and asks why he has set them aside as a special gift or offering. I suspect each of these lambs stands for a man who was killed in this incident. Abraham is now ready to secure Abimelech’s acceptance of his right to the well, and his acknowledgement that Abraham actually dug the well. In accepting the gift the king acknowledges Abraham’s right to the well.

Verses 31 – 34.  Abimelech has been outplayed by Abraham and no more blood has been shed. It is a victory for sanity over revenge and desire for justice; for spiritual diplomacy over power projection. The king and his chief of staff rise and take their leave and head back to their home. We are left with the picture of great statesmanship in Abraham. He has focused himself on goals and acted in such a way as to ensure he was likely to reach them. He has stayed quiet, calm and prayerful throughout, and so he wins this man’s acceptance of his ownership of the well, but even more, he wins his respect as a statesman who has outplayed him, and settled a dispute without further bloodshed. 

The name given to the well is Beersheba – meaning, the well of the oath, or the well of the seven. I suspect the latter, as it reflects the memorial nature of the well as the place where the seven men died defending Abraham’s right to use what he had ordered dug. To consolidate the well’s water supply and make the oasis as pleasant for animals and men as possible, Abraham plants a significant number of trees there. This is the start of a permanent settlement in the area, and indicates that Abraham is a man who thinks ahead for future generations, for when you plant a tree you are thinking of twenty years at least before it is mature.   For an old man to plant a tree that will only be great after his death shows you are thinking ahead.
We are to be people who see what the Lord is doing with us and think ahead, and so we do things that reflect where the plan of God is going rather than where we are today. This is a faith planting. These trees are still there in Moses day, and the people can touch them and remember that their ancestor dug this well and planted these trees to consolidate the fact that his descendants would live there permanently one day.

He stays in the area many years, and he makes it a centre of worship to the almighty God, as a reminder that it is the Lord’s will and his plan that is to be followed, not the plans of men. That disputes are to be settled in prayer where ever possible, and that we are to see what God is going to do, as if it has already been done. Beersheba is a place that reminds us of faith thinking; of claiming the future as if it is present, and living in faith-rest in the promises and protection of the Lord. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

1.
Abraham is strong, but gentle and diplomatic. He is not quick to shed blood over a wrong committed. Many believers need anger management, but this man does not now. He is calm and focused on the end goal, which is that the plan of God is paramount in his life, and it’s fruition is what he seeks, and that alone. Let us focus upon the plan of God alone in our own lives and not be distracted by any personal agendas or trying to right any personal insults.

2.
Prayer saturated decision making is required from us in all things. Abraham places himself in God’s hands and allows the king to feel he is superior throughout the debate they have. He allows the king to believe he has won a new treaty and avoided the ownership issue of the well, thereby securing his claim to it. Abraham waits until the last moment to nail the truth and he does with spiritual precision. Let us be thoughtful, prayerful and careful in our debates with men, and seek the Lord’s path through any dispute, especially those where we feel wronged personally. Remember, we are the Lord’s ambassadors and an ambassador takes nothing seriously personally, for any insult is against his king, not himself. 

3.
Abraham plants the trees as a testimony to the future. He sees with eyes of faith that his descendents will live in this place and he plants trees for the next generations to enjoy the well he dug. He sees the future as if it is the present. This is our challenge also. Let us see as God sees history and our place in it, and so do the things the Lord requires of us in Holy Spirit power and focus. 

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN LIFE – LAWS OF LIBERTY AND RESPONSIBILITY 

1. THE LAW WHICH WE ARE NOT UNDER - THE MOSAIC LAW

Christ fulfilled the requirements of the Mosaic Law (Matthew 5:17).   If the Holy Spirit has control over us we automatically fulfil the righteousness of the Law.

2. THE LAW OF LIBERTY

This law is directed towards oneself. Biblically speaking you have the right to do certain things that will not cause you personally to fail the Lord in any way. (1 Corinthians 8:8)

3. THE LAW OF LOVE

This law takes other believers into consideration. In effect this law says that because of your love for the weaker brethren and in order not to offend or upset them you refrain from doing certain things which you have the liberty to do. 

You refrain not because they are wrong in themselves but rather you wish to help other believers rather than hinder them. (1 Corinthians 8:9)

4. THE LAW OF EXPEDIENCY

This law concerns the unbeliever. It is expedient that your life tells the world of Christ. The unbeliever has set up standards of conduct for the Christian. 

Therefore you refrain from or do certain legitimate things - not because they are wrong but because they may offend an unbeliever and prevent him from seeing the real issue that Christ Died For His Sins (1 Corinthians 9, 20-23)

5. THE LAW OF SUPREME SACRIFICE

This law is directed towards God. It involves the believer forsaking a completely legitimate function in life in order to more perfectly serve the Lord. Missionaries often function under this law when they live in primitive conditions on the mission field. This law can also operate under Australian conditions. (Matthew 3:1-6)

6. PRINCIPLE:

As Christians we have liberty, but total freedom for ourselves may enslave others. We have to use our liberty in such a responsible manner that it does not infringe on the liberty of others. As Christians we must act responsibly. (Ephesians 5:15)

LEGALISM

1. There are some areas of God's law which the believer would never violate because it is his area of strength.

2. No two people have the same area of strength, no two people have the same area of weakness in their human nature.

3. Violation of one part of the law makes a person a sinner just as another part of the law - all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

4. Legalism and self righteousness is prone to forget that all sin comes from the sinful nature.

5. Everyone has a sinful nature. Violation of law demonstrates its existence.

6. The legalist emphasises the commandments he keeps. The honest person recognises the commandments he breaks.

7. Doctrine removes legalism and self righteousness on the basis of grace.

8. Legalism minimises the weakness or besetting sin of the sinful nature while emphasising the weakness or besetting sin of someone else.

9. Legalism condemns those who fail in their own area of strength but legalism does not recognise that all have sinned.

10. Sometimes legalism is so strong that it fulfils both categories of 1 John 1:8, 1 John 1:10.

11. To be guilty one only has to sin once not the thousands of times one does (James 2:10)

12. Legalism hinders rewards

[a] Every believer has exactly the same position in Christ, the same assets and responsibilities except for spiritual gifts.

[b] Faithfulness or the utilisation of more grace is the basis of rewards

[c] This means that legalism which is the enemy of grace will keep many prominent believers from rewards in eternity.

[d] Legalism keeps the believer from depending on the filling of the Spirit which is the basis of divine production

[e] Faithfulness not prominence is the basis of reward Matthew 25:21

WELLS

1. The wells mentioned in the book of Genesis have important names and are associated with significant events.

2. "Beer-lahai-roi" means the well of the living one who sees me. (Genesis 16:14, 24:62, 25:11)

3. "Beer-sheba means the well of the oath or covenant. (Genesis 21:25-33, 22:19)

4. "Esek" means contention. (Genesis 26:20)

5. "Sitnah" means hatred. (Genesis 26:21)

6. "Rehoboth" means enlargement. (Genesis 26:22)

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTER 22 
INTRODUCTION

The New Testament passages that relate to this passage are Hebrews 11:17-19 and James 2. As we enter this section of the story of Abraham pause and reflect on the fact, that for you, just like Abraham, God has a plan for every believer. He will work his plan out to our benefit, and for His glory, but only as we are in fellowship with him. We rob ourselves of blessing every moment we are out of living fellowship with the Lord. 

Abraham is a great example of how to take courage, recover from troublesome times of foolishness, and get back and stay in fellowship longer and longer through our life. We are urged to keep short accounts with God; to deal with sins that separate us from the Lord quickly and so restore ourselves to vital and active fellowship as quickly as we can. Abraham has learnt to stay close to God. Let us also learn this lesson as we go through the account of his life. The stories are here for examples to us. Moses wrote this all up to be a living example to the Exodus generation, and his words stand through the centuries to encourage us to follow good mentors in spiritual things. 1 Corinthians 10:11, Philippians 3:17.

If you are having testing situations in your life presently, God will use them for your spiritual growth, so that you can progress in the Christian life. He does this by encouraging us to apply his truth into the fabric of the situation and so transform it from a challenge into a cause of rejoicing. 

We should not get discouraged, for in anything we face we can have the confidence of knowing that the Lord has woven this into our life experience in eternity past, and it is here to bring us to glory at a higher and more celebratory level. Testing is an opportunity for the Christian who is walking in faith; it is a nuisance to those who persist in carnality. We must get used to walking in faith, and practice rejoicing through our troubles. Refer below to the BTB studies, CHRISTIAN LIFE, CHRISTIAN CHARACTER, and back FAITH-OVERCOMING BY FAITH on page 38.

In this chapter we have the great, and unique test for Abraham; that of the offering of Isaac, with its many pictures of the Cross. This is a prophetic picture of the offering of Christ. It is a great test and it is unique, as no-one else has, or ever will be, asked to do this, for it was a once only illustration of the love of God for the Lord Jesus, and having had one illustration of this, it is enough. The picture here became terrible reality on the cross. As we go through this chapter, remember that the event played out on this mountain is a shadow of things to come in that place.

GENESIS 22:1-10

“22:1  And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.  2  And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.  3  And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.  4  Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.  5  And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.  6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.  7  And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?  8  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.  9  And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.  10  And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.”

REFLECTION

In verses1-2 God does not tempt, as stated in the KJV, but is testing Abraham to see what he is made of. Testing - the word Peirazo in the Greek, Nasah in the Hebrew. The word means, to try or prove the reality of something, or to demonstrate the true nature of the thing tested. A good example is the touch mark on the top quality ceremonial sword where a sword is bent double to touch the touch mark and returns to its original shape without fracture. The sword is tested to prove it is best quality, and just so Abraham is tested to prove his worth, not break him under the strain of it. 

God tests our metal in a test, to ensure we are seen by all to be the pure steel, as he has made us through the Holy Spirit; only persistent sin weakens us. Abraham has failed a number of times, but each time he has been restored and he is ready for the test. When we fall we do not lose permanent strength in the Spirit, but when restored we have all the power in the Holy Spirit we had before. God does not restore us with only 80% if we failed, he restores us 100%, ready for service again. By walking in the Holy Spirit’s power we have the ability, in Him, to serve in all things we are required to do. Refer back to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  WALKING on page 52.

God does not test us so that we will break, 1 Corinthians 10:13. Here we have an opportunity for Abraham to celebrate his spiritual life; a test for his faith is designed to build strength and develop witness. Growth in the Spirit only comes through meeting tests like this in the power of the Spirit. Notice that the test centres around the relationship that Abraham has with Isaac; it is the relationship of only son, and his beloved son. Matthew 3:17, 17:3, Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22, 9:35, 20:13ff. 

We are all accepted in the beloved one, because of his sacrifice for us upon the Cross. We become beloved of God ourselves in Christ Jesus through his work for us. 1 Corinthians 4:14, Ephesians 1:6, Philippians 4:1, Colossians 3:12, 1 John 3:2. All this is pictured in Abraham’s quiet confidence as he walks with Isaac towards their date with destiny; two men, beloved to each other, and beloved of God.   

Abraham’s test here was extreme, but we will all be regularly tested as we advance in the spiritual life. Everything you learn as you go through the scriptures will be tested by the Lord through the situations you will “find yourself in” through the weeks after learning something from the Word. Be looking for tests in your life, and see them as opportunities for application of what you have learned. 2 Timothy 2:15 states, “Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman who does not need to be ashamed; rightly dividing the Word of Truth”, and we could add, and applying it into the fabric of our daily lives. Hebrews 4:2. We should always mix the Word of God with our faith application - Hebrews 4:2 Each test is always in God's perfect time, even though we may be exhausted at the time, and surprised often by it’s power or subtlety. Let us be alert this day and every day for the challenge.

Abraham is to go to the area called Moriah, and he will be shown a mountain, and on that mountain he will offer his son as a sacrifice. Moriah means "to cause to be seen by the Lord". It has been widely accepted as a tradition, that this is Golgotha, the place of the skull, although it’s exact location may not have been known, even in Moses day. Abraham did not know the symbolic nature of his actions, but as an example, 2,000 years before the Cross, he is going to take his only son to Golgotha as a sacrifice. This is of course a parallel to God sending His only Son to die on the Cross for the sins of the world.

Verses 3-5. This is where we see what walking in faith does to a man's life over time. Here we see a much more mature believer than we met leaving Ur, or even after defeating Chedorlaomer. It takes three days to get to the Mount and during this time he is not upset, nor anxious, even though he is going in obedience to God, ready to kill his son. The calmness of the man is seen in the fact that he saddles his ass, and prepares for the journey, and cuts the wood, and is ready to do exactly what the Lord has told him to do. It is important that if you have a call of the Lord, that you prepare for the task thoroughly, carefully and prayerfully. The Lord’s next piece of guidance is always given once the first has been fully completed! 

Even after this current course of study, if you have been called by the Lord to the ministry, or to teach, you will need to plan, and follow through, on a continuing course of action and study, to be able to fulfil the Lord’s requirements. Abraham shows that he is not worried, that God will provide, and that he and Isaac will come back again together, and alive. He walks in faith, is active, and moves forward to his date with destiny. This is the mental attitude that is demanded of us; to be ready to leave our homes and head out to be obedient to the Lord in what he has asked of us. We can never lose out in the Lord’s work, for he promises more and more blessing as we advance. Mark 10:23-31, Hebrews 11:13-19, 12:1-3.

He is going to the top of the hill prepared to cut his teenager son's throat on an altar. When they climb up the hill Isaac will carry the wood. Abraham's faith is so strong that he is convinced that even if this goes right through God will raise Isaac from the dead. He has no doubts at all, for all the promises of God centre in Isaac, and they cannot be fulfilled if Isaac is dead, and so he quietly follows the instructions through to the last minute. 

Now I repeat, no-one nowadays will ever be commanded to do this. It happened once only to demonstrate a point of doctrine. If any person believes they are meant to do this as their test of faith, then that person is mentally ill and needs professional assistance. The Holy Spirit will never ever lead any person to do this again, for it only needed to happen once. Make sure pastor, if you are teaching this to a group that you mention this fact, for occasionally a mentally ill person will hear this story and their delusional mind may fixate upon it and be led astray. Eliminate that possibility by strong teaching on this point.

There are a number of illustrations in the Old Testament that portray different aspects of the Lord’s person and work. Refer below to the BTB studies CHRIST – TYPES – ABEL AND SETH, OLD TESTAMENT EVENTS, JOSEPH, JOSHUA, MOSES, NOAH’S ARK, PASSOVER. In a similar way to the above, we have in the account of the ministry of Jonah the fact that he was three days and nights in the belly of the large fish, portraying the death and resurrection of our Lord. Jonah 1:17 – 2:10.

Verses 6 – 7.  Abraham now takes the fire and the knife, and he puts the wood on Isaac, just as the wooden cross will be placed across the shoulders of the Lord 2000 years later, and they proceed up the hill [verses 6-10]. Isaac notices that there is no lamb, and rightly raises the question, and Abraham assures him that God will provide a lamb. 

God did provide His own lamb, one on the top of this hill caught in a bush of thorns, just as he would provide the thorn crowned Saviour-Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. Keep in mind that Isaac is not a toddler here; he is at least sixteen years of age and well able to resist his father in any way. 

There are two tests on this hill; the test of a father’s love, and the test of a son’s obedience. Ishmael has been badly brought up by Abraham, and was sarcastic and abusive, but Abraham has used every year that has passed and been the correct example to his son Isaac, and has brought him up in godliness, and so his son trusts him implicitly in this matter, for he knows his father’s spiritual status. This is the highest praise we can give our parents, and our children give to us; that they recognize our spiritual maturity and trust our advice and life path.

Verses 8-10.  Abraham has left behind the servants that accompanied them, for this is a special moment and only the two of them are to be there before the Lord; it is about these two men who carry the promise of God, not about a cloud of witnesses, for the angels are their witness on this mountain. Hebrews 12:1-3. 

Abraham builds an altar and binds Isaac, with his co-operation, for as a young man he was well able to resist had he doubted his father’s love, sanity, or divine guidance. Abraham then places Isaac on the wood and raises his knife in preparation to killing his only son. Abraham is a hundred and ten years old whilst Isaac is a vigorous older teenage young man who could have resisted his father if he wanted to. He however submitted to his father because he trusted in him, but more, he trusted that God was doing something to teach them both a vital lesson about their unique role in life and the tasks that would be theirs in the years to come. Isaiah 53:6-12, James 2:21-26.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Both Abraham and Isaac have had things to learn over the last sixteen plus years, and the test comes only when they are ready to face the reality of the test as to what is the faith-rest life for them both. Does their love and trust in the Lord reach as high as it needs to for them to be the men they must be in the years to come? Such a test will not come to any of us, but a similar level of trust is required of us by our Lord, and in the work-life challenges, and the financial crises we face, we are asked by the Lord, “Do you love me?” Peter was challenged this same way. Read John 21:15-24.

2.
Abraham was thoughtful about what was needed for the trip the Lord asked him to take. He got everything ready in advance and headed away with all he would need for the journey out and the return journey. He was ready and prepared and did not expect others to support him or get the special things ready. Too many believers think they can head into the Lord’s work unprepared and without total devotion to the task personally. 


An unprepared person is an inadequately trained and unready person, and the Lord will NOT use them, and while their call may be genuine, their lack of thought proves they are unready to serve. Faith is always practical; practical preparedness is a fruit of spiritual maturity. If you meet an unprepared Christian asking for support, advise them to read this passage, and come back to you in a few years, for they are not worthy of the Lord’s money before they spend their own time and effort in preparedness for service.

3.
God does not test to break us down, but to build us up. There is no negative thought or feeling within the Lord towards us. We are under his greater grace, not the objects of his derision or despair, even when we fail. Remember the words of 2 Timothy 2:11-13. We are his in Christ Jesus, and he cannot deny himself!

4.
Love and trust go together. Jesus did not trust people, for he knew what evil was within them! John 2:24-25. Read these verses and quote them often to yourself, especially any time you are tempted to trust people whose love you do not know really well. We are not called to trust people; only fools trust people whose character they do not know! Stick with the Lord and trust no-one, until they prove they can be trusted by their consistent and stable love for you! Isaac trusts his father Abraham because he has watched his witness for over sixteen years now and he knows that what his father says, he means, and it is true. Let this be our witness to our children, our spouses, and our friends.

5.
Abraham has failed before, and he will fail again, but each time he is restored by confronting his error, dealing with them, and setting his life back on the track the Lord has called him to. When God restores us he does so 100%, never at a reduced percentage each time we sin. Men think in terms of punishment, God thinks in terms of discipline for greater service and power. When we confess we return to the place of power 100%; our challenge is to stay there longer this time and enjoy God’s grace, rather than plod through his discipline. Hebrews 12:11-15.

DOCTRINES

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

1. True Christian character is Christ like ness.  Ephesians 4:13.

2. True Christian character is produced by dealing with sin regularly. 1 John 1:5-10.

3. True Christian character is produced by feeding on God’s Word and applying it in life in the power and filling of the Holy Spirit.  Hebrews 4:1-2.

4. It is in tune with the will of God for the life, by being responsive to the Holy Spirit in all the daily details of life.  Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19.

5. Character is formed by the power of God working on an obedient, yielded life. Romans 12:1-2.

6. Character radiates God’s power and presence through the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23, Colossians 1:11.

CHRISTIAN LIFE

1. God is pleased with believers

a) By asking for the right things. (1 Kings 3:9, 10)

b) By living a separated life. (2 Timothy 2:4)

c) By doing his will. (Hebrews 13:20, 21)

d) Walking in fellowship with him. (Hebrews 11:5, Genesis 5:24)

e) By praising God. (Psalm 69:30, 31)

f) By resting by faith in God's provision. (Hebrews 11:6)

2. The Christian life involves walking.

a)  in the Truth (2 John 4)

b)  by means of faith in wisdom. (2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 4:5)

c)  in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16, 25)

d)  in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)

e)  in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)

f)  worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)

g)  worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

h)  honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)

i)  in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)

j)  in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)

k)  in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)

l)  circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)

m)  as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

3. The Christian life demands honourable conduct:

a) Believers have freedom in Christ (Galatians 5:1), but our conduct must not

i) harm the weak. (1 Corinthians 8:9);

ii) be hypocritical (1 Peter 2:16);

iii) does not edify (1 Corinthians 10:23);

iv) lead to habits which enslave (1 Corinthians 6:12);

v) lead to self-indulgence (Galatians 5:13);

vi) offend personal conscience (Romans 14:5).

b) Our conduct towards God.

i) Done in His Name. (1 Timothy 6:1)

ii) As unto Him. (Colossians 3:23)

iii) For His glory. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

iv) To be worthy of Him. (1 Thessalonians 2:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:5)

c) Our conduct towards others.

i) Be a good example. (Romans 14:7; 1 Timothy 4:12)

ii) Worthy of our calling. (Ephesians 4:1)

iii) Honest. (2 Corinthians 8:21)

iv) Free from the appearance of evil. (1 Thessalonians 5:22)

v) Helpful to a neighbour. (Romans 12:18; 15:2)

vi) Not a cause of stumbling. (Romans 14:13)

vii) Honouring one's parents. (Colossians 3:20)

viii) Honouring to the government. (Titus 3:1)

ix) Must not entail unequal yoking. (2 Corinthians 6:14)

x) Not to judge others (Romans 14:10-13)

xi) Not to cause others to stumble by our actions (Romans 14:15,21-23)

d) Our conduct towards self.

i) Pure and not lustful. (1 Timothy 5:22; 1 Peter 2:11)

ii) Must not defile. (1 Corinthians 3:17; Titus 1:15)

iii) Must not condemn. (Romans 14:22)

iv) Must do good works. (Titus 3:8)

e) This conduct is only obtainable under the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18; 1 John 1:9).

4. The Christian life demands diligence:

a) Love towards others. (Galatians 2:10, 2 Corinthians 8:8). We should be eager to help those who are less fortunate than ourselves especially by giving them the gospel.

b) We should be keen to take care of the saints (other believers) (Hebrews 6:11, 2 Corinthians 7:12, 2 Corinthians 8:16,17, 2 Timothy 1:17)

c) We should be eager to rest in the promises and principles of God. Happiness comes from this. An example of not resting in the promises is the Exodus generation.(Hebrews 4:11)

d) Confirmation of our calling (2 Peter 1:5, 2 Peter 1:10) We should witness for Christ eagerly, zealously.

e) Unity of the body. (Ephesians 4:3) We should be zealous in maintaining the unity of the body.

f) For the commendation of God. (2 Timothy 2:15). Be eager to show yourself approved by God.

g) To have a life without spot or blemish. (2 Peter 3:14) We should walk close to the Lord and not expose ourselves to unnecessary areas of temptation.

CHRIST - TYPES:  ABEL AND SETH AS TYPES OF CHRIST

1. Abel died - represents the death of Christ.

Seth lived - represents the resurrection of Christ.

2. Abel died childless - the Lord Jesus Christ was alone in his ministry on this earth.

Seth had many children - Christ has many children in resurrection.

3. Abel died a violent death at the hand of his brother - Christ died a violent death at the hand of his brothers the Jews.

Seth was provided to take Abel's place - Christ was raised to be the first fruits of them that slept.

CHRIST - TYPES:  CHRIST FULFILLS TYPES IN OLD TESTAMENT EVENTS

1. On 10th  Nisan four days before Passover 

a) Every Jewish father was to bring a lamb into his house, a male one year old without spot or blemish (Exodus 12:3)

b) Christ:  The King rides into His city, Jerusalem, on Palm Sunday, the sinless Lamb of God.

2. On 14th Nisan:  Passover

a) Passover:  At twilight (between 3pm and 6pm) the lamb was killed and its blood put on the doorpost for protection from the angel of death (Exodus 12:6)

b) Christ:  At 3pm, Christ died on the cross - His death saves us.

3. 17th Nisan:  Feast of First fruits

a) Noah:  The Ark rested on Mt. Ararat (giving new life to the eight people who were saved from judgment) on the 17th day of the seventh month (Genesis 8:4). This month became the first month (Nisan) (Exodus 12:2).

b) Abraham:  The covenant with Abraham was made, giving a new life of promise  (Exodus 12:41 cf. Galatians 3:17).

c) Exodus:  The children of Israel cross the Red Sea to start a new life free from slavery in Egypt. (Exodus 14:29)

d) Christ:  On the third day, Christ is raised from the dead, giving new life to all who will believe on Him.

CHRIST TYPES:  ISAAC AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. Isaac was the promised seed. Christ was the promised seed. (Genesis 17:16)

2. Isaac was offered on Mt. Moriah. Christ was offered on Mt. Moriah. (Genesis 22:9-14)

3. Isaac's birth was a miracle. Christ's birth was a miracle. (Genesis 17:17, Genesis 21:1-7)

4. After Isaac's offering Sarah dies, a picture of Israel being set aside. After Christ's offering Israel is set aside as a nation. (Genesis 23)

5. A bride was then won for Isaac, through the ministry of an unnamed servant. A bride is being won for Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. (Genesis 24)

6. After the bride was united with Isaac, Abraham took another wife. After the Church is united with Christ, God will take Israel to Himself in blessing. (Isaiah 54:5-10, Hosea 2:2-19)

CHRIST TYPES:  JOSEPH AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

JOSEPH



CHRIST

1. Feeding the flock (Genesis 37:2) 


The Good Shepherd (John 10:11,14)

2. Loved (by his father)  (Genesis 37:3) 

My beloved Son  (Matthew 3:17)

3. Hated (by his brethren)  (Genesis 37:4, 5) 

Hated without a cause  (John 15:25)

4. Not believed  (Genesis 37:5) 


Neither did his brethren believe in him  (John 7:5)

5. Obeisance  (Genesis 37:7, 9) 


In all things the pre-eminence   (Colossians 1:18)

6. Envied  (Genesis 37:11) 


Delivered for envy   (Mark 15:10)

7. Sent to his brethren  (Genesis 37-13)

I will send my beloved Son   (Luke 20:13)

8. He came to Shechem  (Genesis 37:14)

To a city of Samaria called Sychar (or Shechem)  (John 4:4-5)

9. I seek my brethren  (Genesis 37:16) 

Come to seek and to save  (Luke 19:10)

10. They conspired against him (Genesis 37: 8)
Took counsel against him  (Matthew 27:1, John 11:53)

11. Stripped  (Genesis 37-.23) 


They stripped him  (Matthew 27:28)

12. The pit  (Genesis 37:24)


The horrible pit  (Psalm 40:2, 69:2, 14,15)

13. They sat down  (Genesis 37:25) 

Sitting down they watched him there  (Matthew 27:36)

14. Twenty pieces of silver  (Genesis 37:28)

Thirty pieces of silver  (Matthew 26:15, 27:9, Exodus 21:32)

15. Into Egypt  (Genesis 37-36) 


Out of Egypt have I called my Son.  (Matthew 2:14, 15)

16. The Lord with Joseph (Genesis 39:2, 21, 23)
The Father is with Me  (John 16:32)

17. All put into his hand (Genesis 39:3)

Hath given all things into His hand.  (John 3:35)

18. Blessed for Joseph's sake (Genesis 39:5)
Blessed in Christ  (Ephesians 1:3, 4:32)

19. A goodly person  (Genesis 39:6) 

Altogether lovely  (Song of Solomon 5:16)

20. Whose feet they hurt (Psalm 105:18, 19)

They pierced my hands and my feet  (Psalm 22:16)

21. Two officers in jail with Joseph (Genesis 40:2-3)
There were also two other malefactors.  (Luke 23:32)

22. He served them  (Genesis 40:4)


I am among you as He that serveth  (Luke 22:27)

23. Think on me  (Genesis 40:14)


This do in remembrance of me  (1 Corinthians 11:24)

24. In whom the Spirit of God is (Genesis 41:38)
Anointed with the Holy Spirit  (Acts 10:38)

25. Over My house  (Genesis 41:40) 

A Son over His own house, whose house are we  (Hebrews 3:6)

26. Bow the knee  (Genesis 41:43) 


At the name of Jesus every knee should bow  (Philippians 2:10)

27. Thirty years old (Genesis 41:46, 

About thirty years of age  (Luke 3:23)

28. Famine over all the earth  (Genesis 41:56, 57)
A mighty famine in that land  (Luke 15:14)

29. All countries came to buy  (Genesis 41:57)
My salvation unto the end of the earth  (Isaiah 49:6)

30. He knew them (Genesis 42:7, 8) 

He knew all men  (John 2:24, 25)

31. But they knew not him  (Genesis 42:8)

His own received Him not.  (John 1:10-11)

32. His blood is required  (Genesis 42:22) 

His blood be on us, and on our children.  (Matthew 27:25)

33. He turned  away and wept (Genesis 42:24)
He wept over the city  (Luke 19:41)

CHRIST TYPES:  MOSES AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

MOSES





CHRIST

1. Servant -Psalm 105:26




My servant - Matthew 12:18

2. Chosen - Psalm 106:23




Whom I have chosen - Isaiah 42:1

3. Prophet- Deuteronomy 18:15-19 



The Prophet - John 6:14, Luke 7:16

4. Priest - Psalm 99:6 




Priest -Hebrews 7:24

5. King - Deuteronomy 33:4,5



King - Acts 17:7

6. Judge -Exodus 18:13 




Judge - John 5:27, Acts 17:31

7. Shepherd - Exodus 3:1 , Isaiah 63:11 


Shepherd - John 10:11, 14

8. Leader - Psalm 77:20, Isaiah 63:12, 13


Leader - Isaiah 55:4

9. Mediator - Exodus 33:8, 9



One Mediator - 1 Timothy 2:5

10. Intercessor - Numbers 21:7



Intercessor - Romans 8:34

11. Deliverer - Acts 7:35 




Deliverer - Romans 11:26, 1 Thessalonians 1:10

12. Ruler - Acts 7:35




Ruler - Micah 5:2

13. Pharaoh killed all male babies - Exodus 1:22, Acts 7:19 
Herod killed all male babies - Matthew 2:13-16

14. By faith he forsook Egypt - Hebrews 11:11,27

Out of Egypt have 1 Called my son - Matthew 2:15

15. His brethren did not understood - Acts 7:25

His own received him not. John 1:10,11

16. Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? Acts 7:27
Who made me a judge over you - Luke 12:14

17. God sent him to be a ruler and deliverer. Acts 7:35
God hath made Him both Lord and Christ. Acts 2:36

18. Let my people go ... Exodus 9:13 


To proclaim liberty to the captives... Isaiah 61:1

19. These shall bow down unto me. Exodus 11:8 

At name of Jesus every knee shall bow. Philippians 2:10

20. This is the finger of God. Exodus 8:19 


If I with the finger of God, cast out devils Luke 11:20

21. About midnight there shall be a great cry. Exodus 11:4, 6
At midnight there was a cry made... Matthew 25:6

22. The waters were parted. Exodus 14:21


Even the winds and the sea obey Him? Matthew 13:27

23. Almost ready to stone me. Exodus 17:4 


Then took they up stones to cast at him. John 8:59

24. Moses bought their causes before God Numbers 27:5 
An Advocate with the Father. 1 John 2:1

25. The Lord did as Moses said. Exodus 8:13 

That it might be fulfilled which he spake. John 18:9

26. Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed. Exodus 17:11
More than conquerors through him Romans 8:37

27. Who is on the Lord's side? Exodus 32:26 

He that is not with me, is against me. Matthew 12:30

28. Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses. Numbers 12:1
Neither did his brethren believe in him. John 7:5

29. The man Moses was very meek. Numbers 12:3 

I am meek and lowly in heart. Matthew 11:29

30. They envied Moses also in the camp. Psalm 106:16 
The chief priests had delivered him for envy. Mark 15:10

31. The skin of his face shone. Exodus 34:29, 30 

His face did shine as the sun. Matthew 17:2

32. I took twelve men of you. Deuteronomy 1:23 

And he ordained twelve. Mark 3:13, 14

33. Seventy men, elders of the people. Numbers 11:16,24 
The Lord appointed seventy also. Luke 10:1

34. Behold the Blood of the Covenant. Exodus 24:8

This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Luke 22:20

35. It went ill with Moses for their sakes. Psalm 106:32
He was wounded for our transgressions. Isaiah 53:5

36. Pardoned according to thy word. Numbers 14:17-20
God hath forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32

37. All that the Lord commanded him. Exodus 40:16 

I have kept my Father's commandments. John 15:10

38. Moses was faithful in all his house. Numbers 12:7 

Who was faithful to Him. Hebrews 3:2

39. He made his ways known unto Moses. Psalm 103:7 
The Father sheweth Him all things. John 5:20

CHRIST TYPES:  CONTRAST BETWEEN MOSES AND CHRIST

MOSES  





CHRIST

1. The Law given by Moses. John 1:17 


Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. John 1:17

2. Fading Glory. 2 Corinthians 3:7 



Glory that excelleth. 2 Corinthians 3:6

3. When Moses' face shone the people feared Exodus 34:30
When the Lord's face shone they ran to Him Mark 9:15

4. Moses' first recorded act - killing a man. Exodus 2:12
Christ's first act in Mark - healing a man. Mark 1:25-26

5. First plague, water into blood (curse). Exodus 7:20

First miracle, water into wine (joy). John 2:1-10

6. Unable to save. Jeremiah 15:1 



Able to save to the uttermost. Hebrews 7:25

7. Moses verily as a servant. Hebrews 3:5 


But Christ as a son, over his own house, Hebrews 3:6

8. The Law broken in his hands. Deuteronomy 9:17 

The Law perfectly kept in his heart. Psalm 40:8

9. Bread that sustained life. John 6:31, 49 


Bread that gives life. John 6:33, 50, 51

10. Praying for a leper. Numbers 12:13 


Healing a leper. Matthew 8:2, 3

11. The first Passover Hebrews 11:28 


The last Passover. Luke 22:15

12. Willing to be a substitute. Exodus 32:30, 34

Actually a substitute. 1 Peter 2:24, Isaiah 53:4-5

13. Forty days on the mount. Exodus 34:28


Forty days in the wilderness. Matthew 4:2

14. An incomplete exodus. Deuteronomy 3:25-27 

An Exodus accomplished. Luke 9:31

CHRIST TYPES  - CHRIST IN NOAH'S ARK

1. The ark was made of one material - gopher wood. Wood = humanity of Christ. Jesus had to be true humanity to provide salvation.

2. The wood had to be cut down for the ark to be built . Living timber - the 33 years of the life of Christ. Cut down - the death of Christ on the cross.

3. "And pitch it within and without". "Pitch - kaphar - atonement. The blood of Christ guaranteed the protection from judgment. (Romans 8:1).

4. One set of plans - the dimensions itself gave a very seaworthy vessel for the type of conditions found in the flood.

5. Principle:  God sets down certain rules - God knows everything about naval architecture. It was divine revelation with no human speculation. In a similar manner in salvation God has laid down the principles - there is no speculation or human viewpoint in it. If Noah had been careless with his cubits Noah's Ark could well have foundered.

6. The Ark had one door - there is one door for salvation - "I am the way the truth and the life. No man cometh to the father but by me. " (John 14:6. John 10:7-9).

7. One window - represents there is only one way of having fellowship with God - through the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:4, 15-17). Window closed - sin, window open - fellowship.

8. The storm came from beneath the earth and above the earth. From the Hebrew it would appear that the pressure was such that at some time the Ark acted as a submarine. In a deliverance of this type there must be a supernatural element, the preservation of the atmosphere would fall into this category. 

The Ark was storm-proof - our union with Christ makes us judgment proof. (Romans 8:1) The judgment or storm fell on the Ark - our judgment falls on Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:2 1).

9. In the category of the human race there was one type of survivor - the believer - when the world is destroyed along with the universe there will be one category of survivor - the believer (2 Peter 3:6). The destruction of the world by water in the times of Noah is compared with the destruction by fire of the world at the end of the millennium. In verse 7 we are told that the heavens are held together by the Word of God - Logos - Jesus Christ. Our resurrection bodies will survive the fusion of the elements.

CHRIST TYPES:  PASSOVER AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. The Passover is a type of Christ who fulfilled the type on the very day in AD. 32.

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is called our Passover, sacrificed for us.(1 Corinthians 5:7)

3. The Passover lamb was brought into the home four days before the feast to demonstrate that it was without blemish. (Exodus 12:5-6).

4. In fulfilment of the type Jesus Christ had a ministry of over three years to demonstrate that He was eligible to die for the sins of the world due to his unblemished character. (Hebrews 4:15)

5. The lamb tested must be slain by the family to be protected. (Exodus 12:6)

6. The Lord Jesus Christ having been found perfect had to die as a willing sacrifice. (Hebrews 9:22)

7. The blood from the sacrificed lamb had to be applied to the door. (Exodus 12:7)

8. The death of Christ has to be personally recognised and acted upon. This clearly shows the part played by the free will of man and demonstrates the rejection of the concept of universalism which states that not only did Christ die for all, which is true, but that all as a consequence are saved which is not true. (John 3:36)

9 The blood by itself, once applied, was totally able to provide protection against judgment. (Exodus 12:13)

10. The death of Christ once applied to the life is all sufficient in protection against judgment. (Romans 8:1)

11. The firstborn of Egypt died if the protection was not used. (Exodus 12:29)

12. God gave his only begotten Son to save us from the second death. (John 3:16)

GENESIS 22:11-24

“11  And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.  12  And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.  13  And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.  14  And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.  15  And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16  And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.  19  So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.  20  And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy brother Nahor; 21  Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram, 22  And Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel. 23  And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24  And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she bare also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah.”

REFLECTION

Verses 11 - 12. Abraham has his knife poised. He is at prayer as he readies himself to plunge the knife into his son’s throat. The Angel of the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ in pre-incarnate form, speaks to him by name and Abraham replies that he is ready to receive new orders. The phrase “Here I am”, is the equivalent of the military, “reporting for orders Sir!” The Lord tells him not to kill his son. Abraham had demonstrated very graphically that he trusted God implicitly. Now remember, this was a unique event. No-one else has ever been, nor will anyone else ever be, asked to do what Abraham did here. I keep repeating this, for we have many mentally ill people wandering into church service these days and they need to be warned about this, so that the enemy does not create a tragedy out of a delusion. It was an event that looked forward to the Cross, and so is never duplicated, nor ever should be, but each of us is to take lessons from it.

The person who is speaking to Abraham is the one who 2000 years later will go to the Cross. At that point he will die for the sins of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and for you and I. Our salvation was provided by the perfect son, the only Son of God, through his perfect obedience to the plan of God. Refer back to the BTB study GOD – PLAN OF GOD on page 38.

The Lord now explains why he tested Abraham’s faith; it was to see that he would hold nothing back in her service to fulfill the Lord’s plan for his life. Abraham has had a problem holding back and valuing his wealth, and he has learned that through the incident with Melchisedec and the king of Sodom, but now he has proven to all that he has defeated all ego centered thinking, for he is ready to give up his own son to the Lord. 

Pause here and reflect upon this yourself. Do you want your children to be professionally and financially successful? It is not wrong to answer, “Yes I do”. But let me push you one step further, do you want your children to follow the Lord in all things, where ever that means they go? Would you offer up your children to missions with joy, knowing they would never make lots of money, and knowing that all their degree work would be judged by some to have been “in vain”? 

Are we ready to put our children on the altar of the Lord’s service? This is the demand of the Lord to all of us who are parents. The Lord has made sure that I have had to face this test before writing this chapter, and that is why this study is so much better than the original twenty years ago!  On my trip into Africa in 2006 I took my second daughter, aged 20 years. My prayer as we flew into the mission situation was that the Lord would enliven her heart for missions if that was his purpose for her. She embraced the mission and the Lord moved upon her to convict her of her need to prepare for work in teaching teachers in the third world. She was a surgically qualified Vet Nurse, and this skill will be used in central Africa, and she set her path to gain an additional degree in teaching and education. 
She is now, in 2011, already well on her way towards mission work, with her degree in education and advancing into her second year teaching, gaining experience. I rejoice that I am ready “to lose her to Africa”, for that is the Lord’s call to me as her parent. She has been a gift from God to us, and we pass her back to the Lord that she might win eternal reward in the service of the one who gave himself for us all. I do the same with each of my girls, for I want them to play their part in the great unfolding drama of redemption. I do not want them to be anywhere else in this life, but in God’s place for them. This is the application for us all from this account of events on Mt Moriah four thousand years ago. Romans 5:1-11, 8:31-39.

Verses 13 – 14.  The perfect provision of the Lord is now given in the form of a ram in a thicket. The ram is taken and offered in the place of his son. In the place of Isaac the ram died, in the place of all of us Christ died. Abraham has already been taught about the Ram as a sin offering. Genesis 15:9-11. The ram simply stands for the perfect sacrifice for sin that will occur in that future day, but in making it Abraham and Isaac express their faith in God’s plan, their gratitude to God for his provision, and their on-going commitment to God’s path for them both through this life. Psalms 40:1-11, Isaiah 30:18-21.

Man deserves to die but God provides a substitute sacrifice to die for man. Abraham sees many things from this provision. He sees that God's provision never fails, that He provides cleansing from sin and a Saviour to take away sins forever. The hill on which this happened is renamed to reflect Abraham’s learning. It is now called Jehovah-Jireh, meaning, “God will provide”. This is a wonderful name to give the hill of Golgotha because on this hill 2000 years later God provided the solution to all of man’s problems.

In Hebrew 11:17-19 we have the doctrinal background to this episode. This shows that Abraham was confident that God would be able to perform what he had promised and even raise Isaac from the dead. This is where your faith will take you, where God's Word will be more real to you than the challenge of the test, and that irrespective of how difficult your situation is, you will still claim God's Word rather than panic. You leave it in the Lord's hand. As he walked up the hill Abraham was in God's hands, as he lifted the knife he was in God's hands, when he heard the Lord and turned around he was still in God's hands. 

We must always see things through God's Word, looking at things through divine viewpoint. Abraham praised the Lord for His provision, and Isaac also had a graphic experience regarding the doctrine of substitution. The message of Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:9-11, is the message here; that we do not trust ourselves, but in the God who raises the dead to life. The centrality of the doctrine of resurrection is underlined here. Refer to the BTB study RESURRECTION. 

We must build up the habit of trusting God in the small things of life so that when the big things come we will automatically have confidence in trusting God. REMEMBER THE VERY CONCEPTS OF “BIG” AND “SMALL” ARE IRRELEVENT TO THE LORD.

In our life, nothing is big to God; all things relating to our lives are small to the Lord. The very creation itself is “finger work” to God. Nothing is too hard for the Lord. Genesis 18:14, Psalms 8:3. It is trusting God moment by moment, meditating on his Word day by day that is of great importance in our Christian life 1 Timothy 4:15, James 1:19. We are in God’s hands in all things, and underneath us at all times are the everlasting arms of the power that made the universe. Deuteronomy 33:27-29, John 10:28-29.

Let us summarize the lessons from this passage:-

[a] - When you are growing in the Lord you will be tested

[b] - The Lord must be first in your life for then all else flows in it’s right order

[c] - No believer can know the blessing of God without resting in the Lord’s love 

[d] - The Word of God must be more real to you than anything else 

[e] - God remains faithful no matter how unstable we are

[f] - God has a substitute for us in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ

[g] - You never lose by offering your best to God

In James 2:17 – 21, James shows faith and works together. The dynamic combination of faith and works will be seen in the life of every believer, if we are walking in fellowship. Here we see the results of many years of Abraham walking with God. He did not just say, “Amen I believe that God can do it”, he obeyed God and travelled to the mountain and was ready to obey to the end. 

Your actions should show all men that you are justified. Faith which is true faith will not stand alone but will work out in the life in acts which demonstrate the faith.  Faith without works is dead, empty of power, or unproductive. If you will apply the Word into the daily fabric of your life then you will have the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Refer back to the BTB doctrinal study FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Verses 15 – 17.  The Lord speaks a second time to Abraham after his sin/thanksgiving offering. Once again the point is made, that the Lord deals with us as we are obedient to the commands we have received from him. Abraham has prayed, worshipped, and offered up the offering in Isaac’s place, and so the Lord tells them both that through Isaac there will be abundant blessing and lasting impact upon history itself. God swears by himself, as there is no higher name to claim. Hebrews 6:13-20. 

The promise is, that with God’s great blessing, he will be blessed! It is the certainty of blessing that is underlined, just as Abraham’s certainty that God would answer his prayer was the basis of his personal confidence as he and Isaac travelled to, and then walked up the hill. God is the God of certainty; we can depend upon his character and grace, and so we can rest in his promises, and can be confident of receiving his blessings in time and eternity. Obedience to the Lord opens the door for lasting blessing. Deuteronomy 28:1-14. 

Verses 18 – 19.  Notice that the blessing comes to all the nations of the earth through Abraham’s obedience. The point Moses makes strongly here, is that which is recorded in the tablets, but which he realizes as he writes this is the message for the Exodus generation, as it is for all peoples in all ages. 

We are called to trust and obey the Lord; without these things we cannot please God. We must be hungry for his Word and quick to believe and apply it, or we cannot serve as we are meant to. Abraham returns to Beersheba and dwells there many days on the outskirts of the country of Abimelech.  God blesses him there, and this is another testimony to the fact that his journey to the south west was of God. Also remember that the smoke from the area of the Dead Sea is probably rising for a decade or more and the area slowly would settle down as a polluter, only as the Jordan River’s waters slowly filled the basin and created the lake we see today. The south west was the best place to be in the end of Abraham’s life.

Verses 20 – 24.  The family of Abraham’s brother Nahor is now mentioned. This is likely another tablet, with family genealogy and history upon it, but Moses selects out only the material that is relevant to where the story is going, not where these inconsequential people end up. These people are mono-theists, but the spirituality of their men folk is suspect, and other than providing important spiritual wives for the men of Abraham’s line they will drift off the page of redemptive history. 

Once again, as you read these names, remember each was a person with a family, yet they played no active part in what God was going to do, for they were not devoted to the plan of God as Abraham was. The challenge for each of us is to be like Abraham and be people who make a difference, not like the family of Nahor, who just blend into the background of their pagan neighbours. 

It has been decades since Abraham has heard of the affairs of his family in Haran. A caravan brings news of Haran and he hears from the traders that his brother has had children by means of his wife Michah, and by means of his second wife(concubine – de-facto wife) Reumah. He has had twelve children. 

One will enter the line of Isaac in the next generation, and that is a great niece by the name of Rebekah. It will be of the family of only one of Nahor’s sons, Bethuel, whose daughter Rebekah, and son Laban, will produce the next generation in the redemptive family of God. They are believers and desire godliness, whereas the people amongst whom Abraham, Isaac and Jacob live are ungodly and make a habit of walking away from the Lord. Genesis 27:46 – 28:5.

PERSONAL AND PASTORAL APPLICATION

1.
God is the Lord of all, and so his words to man are certain and sure. We rest upon the holy and perfect character of the One who made the universe and has provided salvation for us all. What God says he will do, and our challenge is to rest upon his Word.

2.
The family in Haran will produce three key women who will be the mothers of the nation of Israel. One godly son of Nahor, Bethuel, is the crucial lynch pin in the plan of God. He is not called to do anything other than be a good father and grandfather, so that these three girls grow up in the knowledge and faith of the true God. He does that and bows off the page of history. Let us not seek for any part in the divine drama of redemption, other than the one the Lord has called us to. Let us play our part by walking in faith and love of our Saviour God, and by being obedient to the commands of the Lord.

3.
Let us offer our children on the altar of the Lord’s service, being ready for our children to do anything that brings glory to God through their fulfilment of the plan of God for their earthly lives. Let us not seek worldly fame, wealth or power for them, but the things that God has for them as obedient servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. He gave his all for us, so let us give all our family to Him for his glory now and in eternity.

4.
Nothing in our life is “big” to God. No problem we face presents any problem to the one who made the universe. Let us relax in the care, love and provision of the Lord for us. He knows our needs and will meet all our requirements. Let us cast all our cares upon him, for he cares for us and has met all our needs in eternity past as a part of his eternal plan. 1 Peter 5:7. Let us with confidence approach the throne of glory in our prayers, for we approach the one who has already given us all we can ever need to live lives worthy of his grace.

DOCTRINES

LAMB

The lamb is a central feature of typology in the Bible as a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Here we see the developing topic of the Lamb from the sacrifice by Abel to the Lord of Glory

It shows the importance of a word study when examining the Scriptures

1. Genesis 4:3-5a

a) Abel brought a lamb from his flock.

b) Propitiation emphasised - covering.

c) The lamb was an offering for sin.

2. Genesis 22:7-14

a) Abraham was provided with a ram.

b) Substitution emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for one person.

3. Exodus 12:3-7

a) The lamb had to be slain.

b) Protection emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for one family.

4. Leviticus 1:10-13, 16:15

a) The lamb without spot or blemish.

b) Character of the lamb emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for the nation Israel.

5. Isaiah 53:4-8

a) Shows that the lamb to be provided is a person.

b) Expiation emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for the elect.

6. John 1:29

a) Shows that the lamb was Jesus.

b) Complete removal of sin emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for the whole world.

7. Acts 8:30-37

a) Shows that Jesus is the Christ the promised Messiah.

b) Individual salvation emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for whosoever.

8. 1 Peter 1:18-21

a) Shows the resurrection of the lamb.

b) Redemption emphasised.

c) The lamb was an offering for all generations.

9. Revelation 5:6-10

a) Shows the glorification of the lamb.

b) Government of the lamb emphasised.

c) The lamb of the whole universe.

10. Revelation 22:1-5

a) Shows the everlasting kingship of the lamb.

b) Eternal glory of the lamb emphasised.

c) The lamb for all eternity.

The developing topic of the lamb shows how Jesus Christ is the central figure in all the Scriptures and how the inspired writers of the Bible gradually developed the revelation of his character, work and glorification from a lamb to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

RESURRECTION

1. The resurrection of Christ is central to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

a) Had there been no resurrection then we would all still be in our sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17).

b) Resurrection indicates completion of justification. (Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:2 1)

c) Resurrection is a guarantee of ultimate sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

d) The resurrection is the Father's seal on Christ's completed work, and the public declaration of its acceptance. 

e) Without the resurrection it is impossible for Christ to be glorified. The humanity of Christ is glorified higher than the angels. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

2. Historical proof of the resurrection:

a) The empty tomb. (Matthew 28)

b) Many of witnesses died rather than change their testimony.

c) Subsequent changes and confidence of the disciples after the resurrection.

d) The day of Pentecost. The reality of the resurrection was so well known that when Peter preached the first two sermons in Jerusalem over 8000 people were saved.  (Acts 2:41, Acts 4:3-4)

e) The observance of the first day of the week as the worship day. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Revelation 1:10)

f) The historic existence of the church. The church worships a literal risen Saviour, and not merely the memory of a dead martyr . (Romans 5:12,14,17, 6:3-9, 8:2, 1 Corinthians 15:26,54-55, Hebrews 2:14)

3. Baptism is a sign of the new resurrection life. (Romans 6:3-11, Colossians 2:12).

4. The Lord's Supper is a reminder of the expected return of the risen Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

5. Order of the resurrections:-

a) The first for believers only including Jesus Christ which is divided into four parts.

i) The resurrection of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:23, Romans 1:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Peter 1:3)

ii) The Rapture of the church (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

iii) The Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs at the end of the Tribulation. (Daniel 12:13, Isaiah 26-19-20, Revelation 20:4)

iv) The Millennial saints and those who survive the Tribulation to enter the Millennium in their physical bodies.

b) The second resurrection occurs at the end of the Millennium and is for unbelievers only. They are judged and cast into the lake of fire forever. (1 John 5:28, 29, Revelation 20:12-15, 2 Peter 3:7, Matthew 25:41)

c) Jesus, who must be the first eternally resurrected human., was not raised until three days after the crucifixion.

d) People in the Old Testament who were "raised from the dead" were merely resuscitated, and later died.

e) Matthew 27:52-53 is a transfer scene not a resurrection scene. The transfer is one of saints from paradise to the third heaven (Ephesians 4:8). Some were given resuscitated bodies to witness to the Jews.

6. The sequence of events at the Lord's resurrection is as follows:-

a) Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James and Joses head towards the tomb followed by other women carrying embalming spices.

b) The three find the stone rolled away. Mary Magdalene goes back to tell the disciples. (Luke 23:55-24:9, John 20:1-2)

c) Mary the mother of James and Joses draws near to the tomb and sees the angel. (Matthew 28:2)

d) She goes back to the women carrying the spices.

e) Peter and John who have been advised by Mary Magdalene arrive, look inside the empty tomb and go away.(John 20:3-10)

f) Mary Magdalene returns weeping, sees two angels and then Jesus.(John 20:11-18)

g) As instructed by the Lord she goes to tell the disciples.

h) Mary the mother of James and Joses meets the women with the spices and returning with them they see the two angels. (Luke 24:4-5, Mark 16:5)

i) They also receive advice from the angels and, going to seek the disciples, are met by Jesus. (Matthew 28:8-10)

SALVATION:  PROPITIATION

1. The Mercy Seat (the top of the Ark of the Covenant) in the Tabernacle was the place of propitiation.

2. The concept of the Mercy Seat must be understood in the light of the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22, 37:1-9).

3. The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box (45" x 27" x 27") constructed of acacia wood (the humanity of Christ) overlaid with gold (the Deity of Christ).

4. Contents of the Ark: the golden pot of manna, the tablets of stone and Aaron's rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4). The tablets of stone represented man's transgressions against God's perfect standard, the rod that budded stood for man's rebellion against established authority, the pot of manna showed man's rejection of divine provision.

5. The content of the Ark is a picture of Christ bearing our sins in His body on the tree (2 Corinthians 5:21).

6. The Mercy Seat was a solid gold lid which fitted over the ark and bore two golden cherubs, one on each end representing God's holiness (Hebrews 9:5).

7. Once every year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered twice into the Holy of Holies with a bowl of blood (once for his own sins and once for the sins of the people) (Hebrews 9:7). He sprinkled the blood on the Mercy Seat. God's righteousness and justice were satisfied.

8. Because of propitiation, or satisfaction of His holy character, God is free to love the believer.

9. The Mercy Seat represented propitiation with emphasis on the person of Jesus Christ, our own great High Priest.

10. "Mercy Seat" in Hebrews 9:5 has the same concept as the word propitiation (Gk. hilasterion) in Romans 3:25.

11. Propitiation is used to express the true and perfect love of God for all believers regardless of their status (1John 4:10).

12. Propitiation is used to relate the person of Christ and the "covering" of God's character (Romans 3:25).

NOTES
GENESIS CHAPTERS 23

THE DEATH OF SARAH AND A WIFE FOR ISAAC
INTRODUCTION

Chapter twenty three opens, and about another fifteen years have passed since the events on Mt Moriah. Sarah dies at the age of 127 years. Don’t let anyone tell you these ages here are “myth”. The oldest woman of the last century died at 122 years of age, and she lived in an age of great atmospheric pollution and impure food supplies. Her name was Jeanne Calment of France; she lived from 1875 – 1997. 

In the story of Sarah and Abraham we are dealing with history and Moses is very careful about recording dating details from the original clay tablets. Abraham now thinks of the son of promise and the finding of a bride for Isaac. Here Abraham is seen to be well advanced in age, at least 137 by the opening of the chapter. Isaac is at least thirty years of age, probably older, for he will be forty years old when he marries Rebekah. Genesis 25:20. Abraham is blessed of God and enjoying spiritual blessings as a mature believer and the previous fifteen or so years have been quiet ones, with family and farming life running their yearly cycles.

He is going to ask his chief servant to place his hand under his thigh, which is a way of making an oath in the ancient world, and he is going to ask him to swear to follow through on the most vital task he has ever been given. The reason for the oath was to ensure the servant did not find a Canaanite woman for his son as a wife. He did not want the son of promise to be married to a woman who did not share their faith in God and their expectation of the Lord’s action in history.   2 Corinthians 6:14‑18. The future of the family and the line of the redeemer depended on this.  Our marriage is to be holy and to form the foundation of our advance in our service of the Lord. If a believer is deceived by a partner and marries the wrong person, they are spiritually side tracked for life. The right person is vital for future ministry.

This man is an unnamed servant, who is known only by the service that he has done to the line of the Messiah. There are many who serve the Lord in various ways and are unknown by most, yet all are known to God and receive eternal reward, and in heaven we will see the unsung heroes of the faith and rejoice with them for all eternity. We all should be known by what we do for our Lord. 

Abraham is too old to undertake the journey, and must stay behind to manage affairs, but this man is a believer in whom Abraham can place his future. Oh that we all might be worthy of such trust, and that as we age we might be like Abraham, and focus upon the right things, the most important things in God’s plan for us! Refer back to the BTB study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE, and also MODEL SERVANT.

FINDING A BRIDE FOR ISAAC – THE PRINCIPLES TO BE APPLIED

This man is the chief steward. Into this man's custody Abraham has passed Isaac's education and the task of finding a bride for him. This passage is also quoted in Exodus 29, Isaiah 52, Jeremiah 31, so we must take particular note of the principles here for the repetition in these places tells us that this is a principle that we must understand and apply ourselves into our own families. 

No believer should ever, in any circumstance ever marry an unbeliever. If we do, our spiritual life is compromised right from the start of our marriage. The effect of this type of marriage is demonstrated in history many times, and is nearly always disastrous. As the father of the line of promise, through whom the Messiah for all must come, the wife must also be of the line of Shem, not any other line. Not only is she to be a believer in the one true God, she is also to be of the line of promise, not the family that is outside it, the Canaanites. Genesis 9:24-27. 

The sons of Ham are to be the servants of the sons of Shem and Japheth forever, and the sons of Japheth will find their spiritual blessing in the “tents of Shem”. The blessing of Shem flows through the line of Abraham, and it is from his tent that blessing to all other men flows. The fountain of blessing must be kept pure, with believers only involved in the central family. Matthew 1:1-2, Luke 3:34, 36.

The servant is told to go to kinsmen of Abraham for his search, as she has to be Semitic and not of the Hamites, as the promises are through Shem.  The passage in Genesis 9:23‑27 deals with the curse on Canaan. Here Noah, who was drunk, was abused homosexually by Canaan while Ham looked on. Shem and Japheth however covered their father. The Canaanites were known for their laxness in morality and their practice of homosexuality and religious prostitution and with very few exceptions followed their evil ancestor in sexual perversions. 

Note that it was the white son of Ham, Canaan, who was cursed, while the black sons were not. Biblical truth corrects the racism of some on this point. All Hamites will, as a people however, serve the other sons of Noah through history. The Canaanites as a power were destroyed, although their genes migrated into the surrounding Arabic peoples, and at times into the Israelites by forbidden mixed marriages. They had a strong Old Sin Nature trend towards homosexuality and the great majority were removed by God in the explosion of the Dead Sea area, and later by Joshua and the Judges. 

In describing the act of Canaan, Moses, in Genesis 9 uses words which draw a veil across the scene as it is so disgusting. It is a warning to us, that when referring to evils and sins we are not to be too descriptive lest we entice some weak person, and lest we place images in the minds of others that they may find difficult to shake. 

The danger in condemning pornography and immorality too graphically, is that you can actually entice and encourage it; let us learn from Moses, who edited the account here received, and simply condemn without too much detail. The implication from Moses words however was that it was homosexual activity which caused Noah to put a great curse on Canaan. 

Even many years later, Abraham says that Isaac shall not have a wife from among the Canaanites, even though some of them have been saved in the past, and some will be in the future. Genesis 14:13-16, Joshua 2:1-3, 6:17-25, Hebrews 11:31, James 2:25. These events, with his Canaanite allies are now at least fifty years past. Compare Abraham’s age several years after the defeat of Chedorlaomer with the events of this chapter. Genesis 16:16, 17:17, 23:1. 

He has been away from the area he lived with Aner, Mamre and Eshcol, and living in the south for over fifty years now. Even though he will buy land at Hebron, close to Mamre’s land, he and the others are no longer mentioned. It may be that his old allies had no saved children who were strong in the Lord, had died, or that they have lost regular contact with each other due to their return to their old pagan ways. We cannot know, but all of us who have lived long have old friends who once walked with us in spiritual things and have gone away, or their children have gone into riotous living. 

The Canaanites are not to be brides for the sons of promise by direct order of God. Genesis 24:7. We will find that within the line of the Messiah three saved women will be named personally because their faith transformed the curse into blessing. Three were certainly Canaanites; Shuah, Tamar, (Genesis 38 below) and Rahab (Joshua 2, 6, Hebrews 11, James 2). God can turn the curse into blessing through salvation alone and He does. Three woman named in the genealogy of the Lord are Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth the Moabitess. Matthew 1:3-6. This is a testimony of grace through faith transforming cursing into blessing.

Even though there are these exceptions, where the curse upon Canaan is overcome by salvation, these are exceptions, and Abraham does not base his decision making upon exceptions. This is the danger that believers can often fall into. It is a fault that is self centred, or Narcissistic to believe that you are an exception! We are given instruction, and we are to follow it exactly; only the Lord’s direct intervention must make us prayerfully consider whether the case before us is an exception. 

In all the history of the Canaanites there are only these named exceptions, and each woman became a believer. There are NO EXCEPTIONS about the rule for believers to NEVER marry an unbeliever! Abraham was right in his logical processes. Here we have an example of Abraham using doctrine that he had learnt from the time of Noah and combining it with the promise that had been given to him and coming to conclusions based on that combination. Some of the principles went back even to the Garden of Eden. 

This is a good example of what a believer should do when he is facing decisions. We should make our decisions in alignment with revealed doctrines from God's Word. If there is anything commanded in the Word in relation to the decision, make sure you are in conformity with each command or there will be great grief for you in the future. In this regard the clear command recorded in 2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7:1, is an example of a clear command for all believers through all time; no exceptions are allowed without disaster following. Refer back to the BTB study – GUIDANCE – THE WILL OF GOD on page 38. 

GENESIS 23 1-20

23:1  And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old: these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2  And Sarah died in Kirjatharba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 3  And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, 4  I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a burying place with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. 5  And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him, 6  Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. 7  And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, even to the children of Heth. 8  And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight; hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, 9  That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his field; for as much money as it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a buryingplace amongst you. 10  And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying, 11  Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it thee: bury thy dead. 12  And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land. 13  And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will give thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 14  And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 15  My lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and thee? bury therefore thy dead. 16  And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the merchant. 17  And the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, were made sure 18  Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of his city. 19  And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 20  And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession of a burying place by the sons of Heth.”

REFLECTION

Sarah is the only woman in the entire scripture whose age, and place of death and burial are all mentioned. She is an important woman for all others to look to for learning about marriage and appropriate and inappropriate behaviours. 1 Peter 3:1-5. Moses will record the details of the burial so as to make the memorial of her burial significant for the people of his own day. He wants them bound to Hebron, as the first piece of land owned by the Patriarchs, and as the first fruits of the land of promise. It is interesting that the later feast of first fruits is a feast that speaks of resurrection, and the first fruit of the land is a burial cave, where for three generations the family is buried, speaking of their belief in resurrection. They are buried together, not to “sleep with their fathers”, for their fore-fathers are buried in Ur, rather they are buried together because the want to see one another when raised from the dead. They are selecting their company for the resurrection. 

Also, just a point about the concept of “sleep” as an analogy to death; the body sleeps, the soul does not. The Lord made it clear in his story in Luke 16:19ff, that Abraham is not “asleep”, but is conscious and in the Paradise section of Hades, awaiting the Lord’s resurrection, and his subsequent transfer into heaven. Refer back to the BTB studies DEATH on page 72, CHRISTIAN LIFE – DESTINY OF BELIEVERS on page 13 and below for HELL AND HADES.

Verses 1-3.  Abraham is away when Sarah dies. Her death was apparently unexpected, or she would have gathered her family around her. It would not be uncommon for pastoralists to be away from their main camp for many days at a time checking on herds. Abraham had many servants looking after his flocks and herds and so was likely on an inspection tour of them. 

News is brought of Sarah’s death and he returns to mourn for her. Mourning is a normal human thing and weeping for the loss of a loved one is not a sign of lack of faith in resurrection or heaven, rather it is a simple human testimony to our love and sorrow that this life and it’s joys is over for that person. The Lord wept over the very fact of death, and the sadness that loss brings because of it; the human condition is sad because of the impact of sin that entered the world. John 11:23ff.  In the Lord we will still weep over the loss of our loved ones, we may even weep more at times, for we feel the sadness of the results of Adam’s sin keenly, but we do not weep and wail as those with no hope. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

Abraham has no ownership of any land to this point. He has grazing rights, negotiated with a number of city states and moves around with his herds and flocks, and trades with each of the cities in return. The agricultural economies of the Canaanite city states meant that there were security, trade and commodity benefits to them and Abraham in their mutual relationship. He has not thought about the burial issue, and Sarah’s death comes as a shock, and he realizes that he needs to do something special here, as a testimony to the unbelievers around him about the difference of his expectation to theirs, and as a testimony to his own household about their place in the land. A burial plot cannot be “temporary”; it must become a permanent testimony to faith for future generations also of the faith of their fathers in the certainty of God’s promise of the land.

Verses 4-6.  Abraham hears the offer of the Canaanite peoples amongst whom he dwells. They are well meaning, and they have great respect for Abraham, but that is the deceptive thing; for they will gain status by having his wife buried amongst them, and they will win a spiritual victory, by being able to say, “see they bury their dead just like us and share our destiny in the after life”.  

This is the very thing Abraham will not let them say, for the burial of Sarah must be different to their burials, and the message from this tomb must be visibly different to the tombs of the Canaanites. We are to be totally separate, and visibly different in life and in death to the unbelievers amongst whom we live. This is a passage that reminds us that our witness goes beyond our death, and those left behind ought to have clear instructions about the manner of our burial, so that in all things we are testifying to the truth of what we believe. 

Verse 7-9.  Abraham has a plot in mind. It is more than a simple plot of land, but a large area surrounding a cave in a hill side. Abraham has clearly had his eye on this and now moves to request it formally at the city gate of the Canaanite city. All the elders of the place are gathered, Canaanite and Hittite. The Hittites were a powerful people of this time, ruling a vast empire stretching from their homeland in central Turkey down into the Middle East. 

This man, who owns the cave and surrounding land may be a Hittite ruler of the people, (“his city”, verse 10), an ambassador of the Hittite Empire, or simply a wealthy settler amongst them. He has power and Abraham needs the other elders to entreat him. The discussion we now see unfolding is very Middle Eastern in it’s stylized bows and words. Ephron is a ruler, and is going to suggest a price that relates to the waiving of the feudal obligations associated with the ownership of the land under Hittite law. 

He probably expects Abraham to bargain and try to lower the price by debate, but such a process after a death is a disgusting thing, and Abraham will remain polite to this man, and simply agree to the price, because the higher price will likely excuse him from the feudal obligations to taxation and provision of men for the Hittite army of occupation. Abraham will remain very polite throughout the process, acknowledging the Hittite rulership over the area but striving to maintain his political and spiritual independence. 1 Peter 2:13-17.

Notice that the dead were to be buried, “away from our sight”. This does not mean they are forgotten, but that they are placed away from daily life and were not visited by the patriarchs, as the pagans visited their dead for on going rituals and celebrations through the New Moon seasons after the death. Death was the end of this life, and those left alive returned to a full life until their time came to be buried there with their loved ones. Death was simply the gateway to eternity, and the graveyard was not to be avoided, nor visited often. Nothing was to distract the living from their obligation to fulfil the plan of God for their life. They were not to live in the graveyard, but as ambassadors on the streets of life in their service of the Lord. To live close by the grave will create problems with witness, just as Lot’s decision to move into Sodom did for him. Separation is to be maintained for spiritual reasons.

Verses 10-11.  Ephron is the ruler of this city and wants to look good in front of his people, but also wants to maintain Hittite Law and not set any legal precedent regarding the waiving of obligations of land owners. He is a Hittite (son of Heth) and they lived in and ruled over parts of this area for another six hundred years until the collapse of their Empire around 1200BC. 

Archaeologists have studied these people and identify many traits of their laws in this interchange with Abraham. By offering Abraham the land as a gift this man passes ownership and all feudal obligations relating to the land over to Abraham. This would mean that Abraham is obliged to pay taxes and provide men for the occupation army. Abraham wants to avoid this. By selling just the burial cave to Abraham, Ephron would possibly avoid the issue of feudal obligation, but he wants this gift or sale process to bind Abraham under Hittite feudal law if he can be. This is an opportunity to tie a great pastoralist into their system and Ephron is a politician and representative of their Empire. 

Abraham knows the plan here and avoids it with politeness and statesmanlike dignity, by paying a sum far above the value of the land, and by doing that he buys off the feudal obligation, which Ephron must now fulfil himself. Abraham has paid for the land, and paid for Ephron to fulfil his obligation as a landowner for the rest of his lifetime. Abraham has recognized the principle of government, and it’s legitimate support here, but has not compromised his integrity and freedom to remain a pastoralist. He will not become a permanent settler in Kiryath Arba / Hebron and the arable land itself may be leased to a Hittite, possibly Ephron, to ensure the feudal obligations are met.

Verses 12-13.  Abraham bows low to the people in the gate, and this bow recognizes they are the rulers of this place at this time. Abraham has been promised the entire land as his possession, but he recognizes the temporary tenure of the Hittites without any arrogance relating to God’s promise to him. There is no super spiritual claiming of his own rights here, but a humble recognition that he is in God’s hands and the fulfilment of the promise will be in God’s time. Abraham says he will pay for it. While the word money is used here it is not correct for there was no money as such at this time, simply weights of gold, silver and bronze. Abraham will agree to the payment of 600 shekels weight of silver; a considerable amount of money, and well beyond the simple value of the land as a straight purchase. 

Verses 14-16.  Ephron mentions the full amount to buy the land and remove any feudal obligation from it. This is the top price and meant to be prohibitive, but Abraham will accept the offer immediately and purchase the land so that it is free of all political obligations. The other elders must have been surprised at the speed with which Abraham accepts the offer, but all would have known what it meant. This tells me that Abraham is known as a tough wheeler and dealer and they thought that he would bargain and the result would be he was recognizing their sovereignty and accepting their rulership. His quick acceptance in this public place means they cannot now alter the deal and so Abraham is still independent. Abraham weighs out the silver immediately and the deal is settled. 

Verses 17-18. A deed of title is drawn up describing the land, the cave, and the trees which form the boundary. Title deeds have been found from Hittite times and this document is clearly a Hittite property deed.  Behind the words here is a thorough re-survey of the land and a full description is made and the land is formally made over to Abraham that very day in the presence of the elders of the city.

Verses 19-20.  Only when the ownership is made certain does Abraham bury his dead wife in the cave. The cave now belongs to Abraham; the only place in the land that is his, is his place of burial. It will be the place for burial for himself, for Isaac, Rebecca, Leah, and Jacob. Genesis 25:9, 49:31, 50:13. It will not be the burying place of Rachel, Genesis 35:16-20, nor of Joseph. Joshua 24:32. We will examine these exceptions as we come to them in our study of these books.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Abraham sees that in death there is still witness to be made to the unbelievers looking on. The burial of Sarah is to be a testimony to his on going belief in their future in the land, and to their belief in resurrection from the dead.  He will not bury according to the customs of the people amongst whom he sojourns, but will be visibly different. Let us maintain this visible difference. 

2.
Arguing any course of action from the basis of an exceptional situation is highly dangerous. The Lord has given us clear doctrinal principles to follow in all matters, and our task is to know the scriptures and apply them into daily life with precision and without self centeredness. When God says “NO!” we are to hear his counsel, for it will keep us safe if we heed it.

3.
Sarah dies at a good age. She dies exactly when she is meant to, and she dies peacefully. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. Psalms 68:20, 116:15. When we die, no matter how many people gather around our bed, we die alone with the Lord, and as believers we die at exactly the right time. Death removes all the allure of this life, and is the severing of all ties with this world. Let us practice good biblical and doctrinally sound burial rituals and mourning rituals, so that in our grieving processes we might be a continued witness to those who are without hope, without Christ, and without eternal life.

4.
Let us bury our dead in full confidence of resurrection, and then let us throw ourselves back into life until we too go to join them in heaven. We are not to live at the cemetery, but in the market place of this world as the Lord’s ambassadors. Even our burial place is only temporary, for our destiny is eternal, in a new heavens and a new earth. Our place of burial is only a temporary waiting place until the resurrection. Let us not venerate cemeteries and act in the pagan manner, as if the dead “live” there! 


Many foolish things are spoken of the dead and the grave; for instance, as if the view from the grave site is important! The only biblical consideration is amongst whom are we buried. We get the opportunity to choose who we see at the point of resurrection and in whose company we stand on that day. Let us select our company well.

5.
Abraham remains a sojourner upon the earth, and does not tie himself into the politics of the day, nor the social obligations that will tie him into pagan practices and rituals. He remains free to serve the Lord and pays his dues to the authorities of the government without compromise to his faith. Let us not compromise our faith, and let us respectfully pay our dues to our earthly State.

DOCTRINES

HELL AND HADES

1. HELL is from the Greek GEHENNA. This was a place where children were burned as offerings to Molech. (2 Chronicles 33:6, Jeremiah 7:31). Molech was a huge idol with outstretched paws on which the children were tied prior to being burnt to death.

2. HELL is the same as the Lake of Fire where the lost spend eternity. (Revelation 19:20, 20:10)

3. Hades (Gk) in the New Testament is often translated HELL. SHEOL (Heb) is the Old Testament equivalent. Hades and Sheol are in the centre of the earth, cf. Saul, Samuel (from Paradise or Abraham's Bosom) and the Witch of Endor. (1 Samuel 28:7-19) Hades or Sheol is the place of the souls and spirits of people who died while awaiting the resurrection. Hades is also the place of imprisonment of a certain group of angels - TARTARUS.

4. HADES is divided into three sections, one section being divided from the other two by a "Great Gulf' Fixed". (Luke 16:19-31)

It should be noted that the story of Lazarus is a true story, and not a parable, because it mentions proper names (Lazarus) and a geographical location - Hades.)

a) Abraham's Bosom or Paradise - The abode of the saved until the ascension of Jesus Christ. The Lord said to the repentant thief - "This day shall thou be with me in Paradise. (Luke 23:43)

b) Torments - The abode of the unsaved, reserved until the last judgment at the end of the millennium. This is a place of great sorrow and suffering. (Revelation 20:13)

c) Tartarus - The prison of fallen angels who kept not their first estate. These are fallen angels from Genesis 6. This is a place of imprisonment (2 Peter 2:4)

5. Since the ascension of Christ - Paradise has been empty, with the saved being transferred to the Third Heaven. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4, Ephesians 4:7-10)

6. Those who die now as believers go directly to the Third Heaven ("at home with the Lord"), with soul and spirit but no resurrection body. (2 Corinthians 5:8)

7. Those in Hades (Torments) will be brought before the Great White Throne after which they will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:13-15). This is the Last Judgment.

8. Hades is in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40; 1 Samuel 28:7-15)

9. There are no degrees of punishment in the Lake of Fire.

a) Degrees of punishment tend to deny the literal lake of fire. Nothing to indicate the temperature of the lake of fire is not constant.

b) Degrees of punishment is contrary to the doctrine of unlimited atonement. Christ died for every sin that has ever been committed. Man is not judged on the basis of his sins but human good. (Revelation 20:11-15)

c) Degrees of punishment destroys the principle of salvation. Its concept is that one rejecter of grace gets less fire than another rejecter of grace. The unsaved are unsaved because they reject grace.

d) Degrees of punishment is based on the theory that for a thesis there is an antithesis and when they come together you have synthesis (the Hegelian fallacy).

e) False concept:- One person commits a bad sin, one person performs a marvellous good work. Obviously there must be different degrees of punishment in eternity.

CHAPTER 24

GENESIS 24:1-10
24:1  And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2  And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 3  And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 4  But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 5  And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest? 6  And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again. 7  The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.8  And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again. 9  And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning that matter. 10  And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.”

REFLECTION

Abraham is well advanced in years now. It is amusing to reflect upon this, for by this point we would say he is very, very old, and has been very well advanced in years for over fifty years now! Moses reminds us that this great age is a blessing of the Lord, and that he has lived well through these last years. Abraham is at least 137 years old at this point, and he will live another 35 years, but he wont be taking long journeys in this period. Genesis 25:1-7. The oldest man in English history, Thomas Parr, who died at 152 years, was blind for the last years of his life, as Isaac will be, but Abraham is fit and healthy throughout, but he is slowing down and is not up to undertaking a long journey at this point, and so will require others to go up to Haran to find a wife for his son. 

Verses 1-2.  Abraham is old but blessed in his great age, and is blessed in all aspects of his life, from the spiritual through to the material; and that is the right order to be blessed in. Psalms 112:1-3, Proverbs 10:22, Isaiah 51:1-3. Abraham calls for his oldest servant, who is in charge of all the affairs of the household. 

In days when Chief Executive Officers of major firms are often young men or women it is interesting to note that Abraham waited until men were over sixty until they were given charge of the running of households. It is interesting to reflect upon the scandals of management over recent years and wonder whether the reasons for some of them is that people are promoted too young, without the life experience to keep them from arrogance, and without the testing that years bring to refine character, and build godly reputation amongst those who observe them. 

It is for these sound reasons that pastors are to be older men, often having brought up a family and learned all that children teach their father, and that only men who are tested by life experience over at least twenty years are to be appointment into ministry leadership. 1 Timothy 3:2-7. Paul did not have a family or wife but he was tested by life’s situations and found faithful. Look at the Lord’s testing of Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:23-33. Abraham has such a tested man who he can trust, well proven by years of faithfulness, and he asks him to swear a solemn oath that he will fully follow through to a successful end, the most important task he has ever been given. 

Verses 3-4.  Moses will read these instructions on the clay tablets and faithfully write them out, and then see why the Lord repeats this same warning to him for the Israelites of his own day. Deuteronomy 7:1-11. Marriage between a believer and an unbeliever is forbidden, for it destroys witness and service to the Lord over time. If a person is going to be saved they will be saved before the wedding day, and if not, the marriage should not occur. 

Abraham is worried about the fate of Isaac and perhaps he is convicted about the delay in finding him a wife, for he will be forty by the time he marries, however, the Lord’s hand is upon the delay, for there is one woman for Isaac, and he will find her at the right time. No-one is “over the hill” at forty, for if the Lord has the right person for us, then that time is the right time for us to find that person. Refer back to the BTB study GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE page 42. 

Verses 5-6.  This servant is a man who quickly thinks about the task, identifies any problems in the plan and immediately seeks guidance as to the preferred course of action. He seeks his master’s will alone in this matter. This is a man who can think for himself, but he wants all the guidance he can get from Abraham so that it is Abraham’s will, not his own that is being followed. 

Abraham is old and it maybe is feeling his age for the first time, and is seated, or reclining as this promise is made. He may fear that he will not even be alive when this man returns. The question the servant asks is a good one; what if the girl will not come with me, do I need to take Isaac there to entreat her to join him? This is a good question because the girl is going to be asked to come to a wild frontier land, leave a city and live in a tent, and marry a man she hasn’t seen, who sends an old servant to do his deals for him!  Only God is going to be able to do this! 

This is the best place to be in any move forward we make; let the Lord alone achieve the result or let it not be done! Abraham is absolutely clear that Isaac is not to go to Haran; he is to stay in the land of promise, avoid the temptations of the cities of Mesopotamia, and be absolutely assured that the right woman, under the Lord’s guidance, will join him there. Galatians 5:1, Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16.

Verses 7-8.  Notice the deep theological basis for Abraham’s faith in these matters. Abraham reminds the servant of the stability of the character and plan of God, he recalls that from the very beginning they have been part of the plan of God, and that the mighty God who began the good work will complete it now. Philippians 1:6, 2 Timothy 4:18, Jude 24-25. 

Whenever we face a challenge it is good to start by reminding ourselves of the character and work of God, for then we stabilize the discussion in certainties, and God’s on-going grace is a certainty for us. 

God has clearly told him not to take a wife for Isaac from amongst the people of the land, he has recently heard of Nahor’s children, and so he has two sure reasons to go back to his relatives in Haran to seek amongst them for one who loves and follows the Lord God. Genesis 22:22-24. Abraham has another promise, not recorded earlier in Genesis, but clearly in the tablets, that God would send his angel before the servant into Mesopotamia and clear the way ahead for him so that the will of God would be done. If the woman he thinks is the one will not come, then she is not the one; but Isaac does not go after her. God is going to do this, Isaac is not! Proverbs 3:3-8, Isaiah 63:7-9. Refer back to the BTB study ANGELS on page 133.

Verses 9-10.  The man, having understood the task, the theology behind the task, and the fact that Isaac was not ever going to the place that he had to go, now swears the oath. We need to be sure of what we commit to and believe fully in all we affirm. This man is careful. Note his camel train; he is ready to go on this journey so that he will need nothing from others on the way. He will have all the clothes, food and gifts they need with him and his men. He is self contained and ready to reach the destination, and has enough men with him to deal with minor brigands, and can trust the Lord for any major threats. He will be just like any other Middle Eastern trader of his day and will not make people see him as unusual, a threat, or a target; he will blend into the background so he can quietly go about the Lord’s work without drawing attention to himself. 

This is the best approach to any mission. If we stand out as “unusual” in any place then we have not researched our destination clearly enough. Believers should blend into local situations, drawing attention to ourselves only by our results, not our strangeness. He is ready to search for the Lord’s choice for Isaac, and he heads away to the north with his men. It may be weeks or months later that they will return.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Careful service is what the Lord seeks from us. This servant of Abraham’s is clear thinking, thoughtful about the task, and ready for eventualities. He blends into his local situation, so that he will be able to focus only upon the task, not explaining himself to everyone he meets. If we are unable to swim like fish in the sea in a mission situation, then we should not be there!

2.
Blessing is the Lord’s plan for us, but it will be spiritual before it is anything else, because only spiritual blessing opens the door to enjoyment of the other aspects of life. Let us seek the blessing of the Lord in all things by our spiritual growth on a daily basis. 

3.
Marriage is holy and needs the protection of shared spiritual objectives in this life and for eternity. Believers are not to marry unbelievers. The Lord warns us for good reasons to avoid this at all costs. Let us be faithful to scripture and warn all young believers of this great danger to their happiness and usefulness to the Lord. We are responsible to the Lord for our warning here; let us blow the trumpet clearly as the Lord’s heralds. Believers must only marry believers!

4.
Angels guide our way as we walk in the Lord’s path. Let us praise the Lord for his provisions for us, for the Holy Spirit is within us, the angels are beside us, the Lord Jesus fellowships with us, and the father looks over us. Can we be separated from the victory that the plan has at it’s core? Never! We are more than conquerors through Christ Jesus our Lord. Let us draw upon the strength we have and walk triumphantly in joy at the Lord’s hands underneath us every step through this life.

GENESIS 24:11-27

“11. And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water. 12  And he said O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham. 13  Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water: 14  And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 15  And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. 16  And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. 17  And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. 18  And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. 19  And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking. 20  And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. 21  And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or not. 22  And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold; 23  And said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in? 24  And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor. 25  She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 26  And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD. 27  And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren.”

REFLECTION

As we have already seen in Genesis 24: 5‑6 the servant asks Abraham what happens if the woman is not willing to come with me?  Shall I bring the son to meet her there? Abraham has told the servant that he is not to take his son out of the land into which he has been called, nor is he to expect a girl to follow him into the land, unless she has been called by the Lord herself. Abraham wants a God called woman to meet the needs of his God anointed son. If the girl is reluctant she is not the right girl. God's hand is in this and God's angels guide this process, just as they guide and protect you and I daily. 

Read through verses 7‑14 again, and notice how the servant really has got everything together in his mind; he is stabilized upon the Lord and his plan. He has complete faith in God, he is grace oriented all the way. Notice his mental attitude in his prayer, “Do not do it for me Lord, do it for my master”. This is a perfect picture of a believer who wants his master to get the glory, and whose will is in absolute compliance with the Lord’s will. 

Verses 11-14.  It was customary for any stranger to ask a woman of the local area to draw water that he might drink, as shown by our Lord's asking of the Samaritan woman at the town of Sychar. John 4:7. Village wells were local property, and in the Middle East through to modern times, it was the death penalty for any stranger to take water if it was not freely offered to them after their polite request. 

The servant had a respect for the position of the woman as the local person carrying the authority of her people, and the representative of the local people and their rights to the water here. His request was not a master slave type interaction, nor does it mean that the woman was inferior in any way in the relationship. We must be careful of not reading into this western values and customs. The woman could refuse such a request, was not obliged at all to water his camels, and when asked by a stranger was taught that she was representing her people, and could always call the elders to verify any request.

The servant had asked the Lord to show him who was the right woman for Isaac, and he asks for an extra-ordinary display from the right woman of service, energy, and grace. Watering ten camels was a hard job, probably involving the drawing of 500 litres of water from the well. The stranger was not allowed, under Eastern protocol to assist at all, as only the owners of the well could draw water; others were to keep their distance, on pain of death. 

For the woman, to even offer to do this, was to be ready to work for several hours for a stranger; possibly for no reward at all. This is a woman who is concerned for others and who is prepared to persevere and get very hot and dirty in her service if required. It is a perfect test to see what type of character she has. This man has a “sorting list” in mind to help him identify the type of woman he will approach. He is not just looking at her beauty alone, nor at her culture, nor her wealth, nor her deportment; he is looking at all these things, but also beyond these things, at her character. The Lord threw in the charm, culture, education and beauty as a bonus. 

As a counsellor for many facing marital problems, I see many believers who have entered into a marriage relationship without spending even a fraction of the time this man has spent in thought and prayer about the character of the person they plan to marry, nor have they tested the character of the person in a way that gives them good indication as to what to expect in the future. Those who have trouble later in marriage have not looked hard at character in the early stages of their courtship.  We must be sure that any future partner is “pulling the same weight” spiritually.
Well before one gets into a relationship you should talk closely with many people about the character of the person you think you love, to assess their character, and to ensure they are what they appear to be to you in your great love/lust for them. This will protect you from making a bad mistake. The greatest danger in marriage is from any form of personality disorder or instability in the character of the woman or man involved. Such people can hide their problems for a time, but if you foolishly marry them, they will destroy any ministry you could have had due to their self centeredness. 

Often this is only spotted by testing and observations over time, and from the observations of others in addition to your own. This is why one of the crucial tests for a pastor is that he must be “well spoken of in the world”. His reputation amongst unbelievers must be of a good, stable and consistent character. A person who others warn you of is unfit for pastoral ministry, and I would argue, for marriage also!  1 Timothy 3:1-7

THE FUTURE BRIDE

Verses 15-16.  Rebekah now approaches the well. It is the time of day when all the local women came out to draw water for their family’s needs over night before the city gate was closed for the night. The servant must wait outside the gate and at a distance from the well. Under the protocols of the Middle East, he may approach a person of the city and request water, or he may sit and wait to be asked by a local elder as to his business and his needs. 

He has prayed for a response from a woman he approaches, and so he is looking at the women as they come out and excluding all the women who are clearly married, (he will be able to tell this by their dress), and will approach only the unmarried women who proclaim by their dress, behaviour and deportment, that they are young women of character and morality. He has not prayed for a woman to approach him, for many might approach a wealthy merchant with ten camels, but they will not be of the moral sort, or they may also be the elders’ wives who will approach him officially, but they are all unsuited as candidates for Isaac’s wife. 

This man has been careful as to the nature of his prayer request, and has desired the answer that will be clear to him, by the actions of the woman he approaches. As he sees Rebekah approach he spots her as a candidate, and watches her draw her water. By her actions and deportment with a stranger watching her, he can tell she is moral. He can also see from her dress that she is unmarried, of a wealthy and successful family, and has healthy pride in her appearance, takes care with her appearance, and that she is very beautiful. He now realizes he has the best candidate before him. He moves quickly through the crowd to speak with her.

Verses 17-18.  He runs to her. This in itself could have caused alarm if it was just the two of them, but this is to forget where he has gone to find this woman for Isaac. Remember the time of day, and the fact that this is a major well of a significant city-state. The city of Haran had many wells, and a population of up to fifty thousand people at this time and grew later even larger. There are very many women around, and possibly a very large crowd. 

Why does the man run, or move very quickly to speak with Rebekah? The most logical reason is that he does not want to lose her in the crowd. With a crowd around, his moving quickly would also not create a sense of threat to Rebekah or others, for he would simply be seen as moving quickly through the crowd to speak with a chosen person, which is something merchants would do normally. His request was however a very personal one. He asks for water from the pitcher she has drawn water in for her own family. 

Pause and reflect on the guidance of the Lord and his guardian angel here. There were many gates to this city, and many wells, yet he has gone to the one most likely to find the descendents of the family of Nahor. It may be that Abraham has told him to go to a particular gate, knowing that this was the section of the city that he had left Nahor in many years before. Remember, Abraham left Haran at age 75. He has Isaac at 100, Sarah being 90, and Isaac is nearly forty. Abraham has not seen Haran for nearly 65 years! Even with information received a few years earlier, Genesis 22:22-24, there are few street names and no street numbers, nor clear addresses in ancient cities, so only God’s power and direction could bring this meeting about!  Rebekah will be the comfort for Isaac after the death of his mother at age 127 years. Genesis 12:4, 17:17, 21:1-5, 23:1-2, 24:67.

She is being asked to share her family’s water and potentially being “hit on” by an old merchant who may be asking her to marry him. To give a man drink in this day was a serious matter, and potentially an acceptance of the obligation of hospitality, or even more. To immediately put down her pitcher and pour the water out into the man’s hands was a sign that this is a woman who will meet the legitimate needs of others with joy and gladness to help, but it is also much more. It tells us that she also sees in this older man, a man who walks with God; one quite different than those amongst whom she lives in this city. Matthew 25:31-46, 1 Peter 3:8-17, 4:8-9. This is a young woman of spiritual discernment and energy.

Verses 19-20.  Rebekah now gave the servant water and also watered his camels with the servant looking on in appreciation. Why didn’t he help? Cultural tradition meant he had to sit, as he had no right to draw from another person’s well; to do so could mean execution. There will be guards on the gate watching all these events, their hands on their weapons all the time. This is not a quiet village well; this is a very public event in a major well garrisoned city. If you had no claim to a well, or were a stranger, you had to be served there; you did not dare lift a finger to serve yourself or your animals, you waited and sought the grace of those who had dug the well and guarded it with their armed forces. 

The servant will be watching a considerable time as she draws the amount of water to deal with ten camels. It is time to see if she flags in her energy and commitment, or if she has any resentment over her task.  Many people will offer to do simple work around the church, but will complain all the way, or start to mutter when others leave and they have to do additional things. Their heart is not in their service, nor are they doing their task, “as unto the Lord”. Romans 12:11, 14:6-9, Colossians 3:16-24.

Verses 21-22.  The servant has been watching Rebekah as she works tirelessly in this major job of watering his camel train. She draws the water from the well, carries it across the square and then pours the water into the trough for the animals to drink. She may have to do this journey fifty times! She does not do it slowly, but with vigour and speed. She enthusiastically serves the needs of this man. She knows there is something about this request that is different; she is a prepared person ready to serve the Lord at an instant.  The servant does not jump to the conclusion that this is the one immediately, but as he watches her he marvels that the Lord has been so gracious to lead him to such a beautiful woman in spirit and body. He still prays to the Lord for certainty before he moves. He is careful and prayerful. Once the camels are finished drinking he moves. 

Notice the timing here. It is easy to give a little to people and feel good about it, but to offer to water animals is a good test, for you are placing yourself at the mercy of the capacity of the animals involved, and you are having to watch them, to be sure they are finished. It would be easy to stop short here and say, “I’ve done enough”. Rebekah does not stop until the camels tell her, by their observable behaviours, that they are finished. 

The servant has learned that she has wealth, beauty, grace, poise, charm, a spirit of service, physical energy, enthusiasm, spiritual discernment, and she knows her animals! Now he moves and gives her a gift that signifies a marriage proposal, or at least a great honour, and an offer of rulership over a household.  To accept gifts was the normal protocol in the East, but then the bargaining would begin as to what they might mean for the future, and the woman was protected by her men folk who were able to reject any offer, while the girl got to keep the jewellery. 

In verses 22‑28 the servant gives her a number of presents worth many thousands of dollars of jewellery and then asks whose daughter she is. He also asks if there is room enough in your father's house to lodge? He asked this because the inns were little more than brothels in the ancient world and therefore respectable travellers gave them a wide berth. Having accepted the presents, Rebekah has accepted some liability and responsibility to provide hospitality, although this can be overturned by the men of her household if the man is found to be untrustworthy. The presents are however non-returnable, so the servant is taking a risk here, but it is a prayer saturated calculated risk. Look up in a Bible dictionary for the weight of gold in the various “shekel” measures. You will then be able to see just how much was given in your own currency and realize that this gift is significant.

She identifies herself by family and agrees that he can stay with her family, and that they will provide food for the animals and his serving men also. She takes responsibility for the family decision showing she has a place of responsibility and respect in the family, although still young. She is pure and mature, being very stable as a person. He now bows his head and worships the Lord to acknowledge from where this answer to prayer has come. His prayerfulness is testimony before Rebekah as to his character and faith, and she will be able to report to her family a great deal about this man, for she has been observing him just as he has been observing her. The man must wait at the gate to be brought to Rebekah’s house by one of the men of the household. 

Once again custom protected the women from being hit on by a man and not being able to escape him. The guards at the gate would have stopped any man following a woman home from the well; only respected male members of the city could bring in strangers to lodge within the walls. Rebekah now goes into the city, to her house and tells her family what has happened, and seek the men’s confirmation of her actions, and their action to bring this man and his camels and servants in to their large house. They will be able to put up possibly ten men and ten camels and feed them all without any trouble. This is a prosperous household. The Lord’s blessing has been upon Nahor’s family in all ways just as he has been with Abraham. If people are serving the Lord they will always have all they need for daily life and their service of the Lord. Wealth is not a sign of God’s blessing in all cases, but the Lord will always provide enough for us to meet our part in his plan. Refer back to the BTB study on WEALTH on page 117.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
There are no risks in the service of the Lord if every decision is prayer saturated. This servant of Abraham is a man who walks by prayerful faith, and so must we be if we would please our Lord. He has all the things he needs to give appropriate gifts to the family of Nahor that will be correct in accordance with protocol of the day for a bride gift. 


How careful are we in our ministry to ensure we act in accordance with local customs and do not needlessly offend? Do we have appropriate gifts where they are required? Do we have a spirit of giving in all we do in the Lord’s service, holding nothing back, and being prepared to receive nothing in return, except the Lord’s “well done”.

2.
Rebekah has the authority of her parents to make deals and invite visitors home. How trustworthy are our adult children? Well brought up believers ought to have spiritual discernment and be able to be trusted in these matters. Let us challenge ourselves with the behaviour of Rebekah here. She acted and was mature even though young in years.

3.
The servant acts upon the information he has from Abraham. They have heard of Nahor’s family and know the names of the children he has had. They probably have the area of the city they dwell in, which may explain why he gets to the right well, but they have no photographs! There are no street directories, nor any addresses as such in ancient cities. They will depend upon the Lord’s leading to get them to the right place, and they trust in the Lord and move out in faith that they will be led to the right person. Let us walk out each day into our cities with prayerful concentration that we might meet the people the Lord wants us to meet this day.

4.
How much energy do you have for the Lord’s work? Could you do what Rebekah does here? Now if you are over sixty you are excused this question, for younger people should do the work now for you, but if you are under sixty, ask yourself, are you fit for service? 


We have no excuse to be unfit in the Lord’s work. Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and we should be in as a good a condition as we can be so that the Lord can ask us to do anything and we don’t need to take a pharmacy and a nurse or wheel chair with us! Let us get as fit as we can and stay that way so that the Lord can use us in all things he delights in for us to do.

GENESIS 24:28-48

28  And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things. 29  And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well. 30  And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well. 31  And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. 32  And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's feet that were with him. 33  And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. 34  And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 35  And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses. 36  And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath. 37  And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: 38  But thou shalt go unto my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son. 39  And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will not follow me. 40  And he said unto me, The LORD, before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house: 41  Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath. 42  And I came this day unto the well, and said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go: 43  Behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink; 44  And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master's son. 45  And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the well, and drew water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. 46  And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the camels drink also. 47  And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she said, the daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put the earring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her hands. 48  And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, which had led me in the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son.”

REFLECTION

Verses 28-32.  Laban her brother is a believer, but as we will see as the story unfolds, he is not a very nice person and he has all the weaknesses of Lot regarding wealth. He goes out to check out the person who has approached his sister, and it is Laban who offers the formal family invitation. He recognized that the servant had been led by the Lord and his greeting is a formal recognition of that, and there is a joy in it, for he sees the man as blessed of the Lord, but the way Moses emphasizes that it is the jewellery that he sees on his sisters wrists, we are left with the impression that possibly it is the wealth of the jewellery that impresses him. Refer to BTB for topic of WEALTH on page 117

This is, as we will see over time, a superficial man, and he loves his wealth and desires more. He is impressed by this servant of Abraham’s due to the incredible wealth that is spoken of by the jewellery given to his sister. He does the culturally right thing however and formally asks him to join them inside the city, and personally leads them through the streets to their house, where all is provided, for the animals and the comfort and refreshment of the men. The foot washing was an important cleansing after many days in the saddle, and speaks of a bath and time to change clothes for each. They are then led into the family dining/entertaining room where a feast is prepared.

Verses 33-34.  He is offered food but says that he will not eat before he has told of his mission. He got his priorities right, do we? Many get lost in social life. Make sure your time is used appropriately. Have spiritual food first before fellowship. Can we control our physical appetites? The early disciples practiced the Jewish fast twice a week to ensure that they remained in control of their appetites. This involved eating nothing between the hours of 6am and 6pm twice a week, and taking only water for sustenance. It was a twice weekly exercise in self control and is a good practice for us all to follow. 

This man is self controlled and is keen to share his Lord’s message and the deliverance of the Lord God in the errand he has now brought to it’s final stage. He first is known by his relationship to his master Abraham. He is proud to announce that he is “Abraham’s servant”. We are to be known by our master, and to be proud of our service and servant-hood towards him. Matthew 6:24, Philippians 1:1.

Verses 35‑48.  The servant now goes through the story so far in detail, thus allowing his listeners to have the full story on which to base their decisions. In our walk of faith through this life we should make sure that we have all available facts so that we can then bring spiritual discernment upon them in their totality, and so can make the correct decisions. When a great matter is before us, it is good to sit and write out, or speak in a group, about what the Lord has done so far, and then pray for discernment about the next move to make, so that it is in accordance with what is clear, as we look back and around us. 

Now let us re-read the story, as the servant tells it, for Moses has repeated this to emphasize this man’s understanding of the task for a reason. Paper was expensive and the book of Genesis is getting to the maximum length an ancient book can be. If Moses wrote this repetition into the story, then let us pause and reflect upon it, for there will be points to note here that Moses wanted remembered and seen clearly.

The first point, verse 35, that the servant makes, is that the source of the wealth he has given them a taste of through the present of jewellery, is from the Lord himself. Abraham is wealthy in all the material goods of this world, but he is so, due to the blessing of the Lord God who leads him alone. The servant emphasizes the spiritual walk of Abraham rather than the wealth as the thing to focus upon. 

It is the point the Lord speaks of in the Sermon on the Mount. The unbelievers seek after all the things that we can lust after, but if the believer seeks the rulership of the Kingdom of God over their heart first, then all the wealth they will need to serve in the kingdom will be given to them by the King of kings. Matthew 6:31-34. This is also the theme of the Old Testament saints. 1 Kings 3:10-14, Psalms 18:35, 34:8-11, 37:23-27, 84:10-12, 112:1-3, Proverbs 10:22, 22:4. Notice as you read these verses that the false “prosperity gospel” message is not taught by them; the Lord blesses those who seek righteousness, and he blesses them exactly as they require to fulfil righteousness in their day and place in the plan.

Verse 36.  The second point he makes, is that the Lord has brought about the birth of a special boy to Sarah in her old age, and that this boy is the heir of all Abraham has. His point is two fold; firstly Isaac is the inheritor of all the wealth of Abraham, but secondly, and more importantly, he is the son of promise, and the one in whom the Lord rests his plan for the future. To accept this man is not just to accept the great wealth, but the great responsibility of fulfilling the plan of God who gave the wealth, for that is why he has given it. 

Abraham’s wealth will last for three generations, and they will all be blessed through the inheritance of Abraham’s great wealth, but it is there to bring them through to the fulfilment of the plan of God. Laban will keep his eyes firmly fixed on the physical wealth and will not ever really understand the plan, so while his two daughters will be part of it, he will not personally share in the great eternal blessing that he could have, because he seeks the blessings of material wealth in time as his main priority. It is this lesson that the Exodus generation also needed to learn. They sought the foods of Egypt rather than accept the toughness of the first stage of the plan of God for them, and so they lost it all and would die in the desert, never seeing where the plan would have led them. Numbers 11:4-10, Hebrews 3:7 – 4:8.

Verses 37-38.  He now makes it clear that he is looking for a wife for his master’s son. This will now settle the minds of the hearers, for they now see the meaning of the earrings and the bracelets; they are indeed a marriage proposal in accordance with the custom of the day. Once again the servant has emphasized the spiritual aspects of the quest here. 

Abraham has rejected the possibility of marriage for Isaac with any of the local girls, for they are unbelievers. He has requested that a wife be found from amongst the family of promise in Haran, from amongst those who love the Lord in spirit and in truth. The emphasis here is upon the faith of the family and the girl chosen. Rebekah will be challenged to express her faith in the process that has led this man to her, and will be asked to affirm that she seeks the Lord’s hand in it, and feels ready to go into the unknown, because in the things that have happened she knows God’ is there.

Verses 39-40.  The faith of Abraham is now recounted. God will do this through his angels going before you, he says to the servant. By telling the story this way, he challenges Rebekah to see the Lord’s hand upon the whole process and see that she is a part of the Divine plan, and affirm her readiness to follow the Lord in faith that this indeed is her path through life. Psalms 1:3, 16:8, 91:11, Hebrews 1:14. Truly God has given his angels charge over the process and they are seated here in the presence of his angels. Unless Rebekah sees this and believes this is God’s work, she is not to accompany the servant.

Verses 41-42.  The servant makes it clear that just being there that day he has fulfilled his oath to Abraham before the Lord God. He has done his part and he is doing it in telling them the full story, the challenge will now be theirs; will they respond to the plan or will they not? Notice his prayer as he came to the well. He seeks the Lord’s will and direction. He seeks the Lord’s prospering of his path, and seeks only the Lord’s path, he wants no distraction to come in. This is the model prayer for us all to pray each and every day we walk upon the earth.

Verses 43-44.  This man is focused only upon the virgins who come to the well, amongst all the married women and immoral women who will also be there. Amongst the crowd of hundreds of women he seeks the Lord’s inner voice to guide him to ask the right one, and for her response to be strongly indicative of her heart towards God. Women’s dress in this day gave a guidance as to their married and moral status, and in some ways still does, even in our modern cultures. We are to ensure, male and female, that our dress gives the right message about our faith and our heart’s desire in this life. 1 Timothy 2:8-10. Refer to the EBCWA commentary on this passage and study it carefully, as the points Moses makes quietly here, Paul makes very loudly for all believers to hear. 

Verses 45-46. The answer to prayer came immediately he looked up after opening his eyes form his prayer. He was ready to move and he immediately felt the Lord’s inner arresting agitation; he saw Rebekah and he made his move. The speed and enthusiasm of her response is again underlined by the way he tells the story; she was willing and she was quick with her response. His viewpoint is that she was herself seeking the will of the Lord in the events that were unfolding around her. 

Verses 47-48.  Rebekah’s identification of herself as of the family of promise settles the issue for this man. He was sent to find the right woman for his master’s son, and she was to be of the family of Nahor, and this woman is of that family. He acted immediately to place the gold upon her ears and her wrists as the token of his embassy to her family. The servants first reaction once he hears the news is to acknowledge the Lord’s guidance which has brought him to this place of glory, where he sees God’s hand leading him directly to Abraham’s great niece. 

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Laban moves quickly to welcome the man who has given his sister such wealth. He does the right thing, but with mixed motives. Let us be focused as the servant of Abraham was, rather than torn between two realms as was Laban. He was the free man, yet he was slave to his lust for things, whereas the servant of Abraham was, like Paul, the free bond servant of the Lord of glory, and the only truly free man.

2.
Abraham’s servant knows his place, and he knows clearly that his destiny revolves around fulfilling his destiny freely and completely. We too live and move and have our eternal being only in the plan of God for our lives; let us walk in the Lord this day and forever.

3.
Angels have guided the way of this man, and they guide our way through our twenty first century lives also. Let us praise the Lord for his gracious protection over us as we advance in the plan of God for our lives.

4.
Let us not be distracted by the so called “prosperity gospel” of carnal, lust filled men today. We need no other things in this life than what the Lord in grace provides for us to fulfil his plan for our lives. Let us be content in the Lord’s provision, and claim it for our daily lives. God seeks our focus on heavenly reward, and our praise for his provision now. Let us not mock or insult the Lord of glory by claiming that he has made us short of any thing we need to fulfil his plan for our brief time here upon the earth. 


Let us claim his greater grace and advance with all he provides without complaint or embarrassment, if men claim we are poor. The life of “Sister Poverty” as St Francis referred to it, is the call of some, but in their poverty they will lack no thing they need to serve the Lord. Let us focus upon walking our path and not be distracted by things, whether we have great amounts of wealth, or very little. None who serve the Lord and walk with him will lack any thing they need to do their assigned work in the plan.

GENESIS 24:49-67

49  And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left. 50  Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. 51  Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the LORD hath spoken. 52  And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 53  And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things. 54  And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master. 55  And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go. 56  And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the LORD hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go to my master. 57  And they said, We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth. 58  And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. 59  And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. 60  And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them. 61  And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 62  And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahairoi; for he dwelt in the south country. 63  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming. 64  And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. 65  For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a veil, and covered herself. 66  And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. 67  And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.”

REFLECTION

In these verses the servant asks for an answer, he says he wants to take Rebekah back to Isaac as the future bride and do so within the next day, and he makes it clear to them that if they say no, then he will depart immediately. In verse 49 he is stating that there will be no negotiating; they will either accept the Lord’s will and Rebekah goes, or they reject the Lord’s will and he will go. It is clear to the family that the Lord's hand is in this so they say nothing apart from agreeing to it. They cannot stand in the way, for they know to oppose this is to oppose the clear plan of God. 

If you oppose God's will you will get disciplined, and they know enough about the hand of God to be aware of that, but they try to delay things. In this passage Laban's true character starts to come out. They feast and presents are given in the evening, but in the morning Laban said, let Rebekah stay for a few days. The servant however says he is to go as soon as possible, so they call Rebekah, who says she will go and go without unnecessary delay. Why do they play for delay? Is it to say goodbye, or is there a more wealth based issue here? My suspicion is that Laban is hoping for more gifts for the family from the wealth of Abraham. As we go on in the life of Jacob we will see that this suspicion of mine may have evidence behind it as we consider his dealings later with Jacob.

Verses 49-50. It is at this point that we discover that Bethuel is still alive, and both he and Laban speak in reply to the servant’s words. This is the tradition of the Middle East, even to today, where the uncles, fathers and brothers will all speak on behalf of the daughter/niece/sister. Now Josephus in his history states that this Bethuel is the son of the father of the same name. Genesis 22:20-24. This may be correct, we cannot be absolutely sure, but if true, the father’s name would normally be given to the oldest son, and so we still have this Bethuel playing second place to Laban, who is the stronger, and later in the narrative Bethuel is not mentioned at all. They both culturally affirm that the Lord’s hands are to be seen in all the dealings here. Their reply however is not that of committed and enthusiastic believers in the Lord; why do they say, “We cannot speak good or bad”? Why is their response not more indicative of enthusiasm for the plan of God being worked out here? Their response is a traditional one, meaning, “We cannot add to this, nor alter it, for God is in it”. 

The phrase that Laban and Bethuel use is a phrase used in two other places in scripture. Look at Numbers 24:13 to the words of Balaam, and to Absalom’s words in 2 Samuel 13:22. Now in both these parallel passages the men speaking prove to be evil later; they certainly do not indicate by this culturally normal phrase anything other than inability to openly disagree. So when we put the three scriptures together we see that the words of these two men here in Genesis indicate at best their inability to argue, at worst, their resentment at being out played by the Lord’s servant, and having no bargaining power over a bride price for Rebekah. Like Lot, these men betray a carnality that will lead to further conflict later, but Rebekah is a different case, for she will prove a love for the Lord and a deep desire to fulfil his plan. Laban will certainly try to “get even” later as he forces Jacob to pay dearly for his wives. Genesis 29.

Verses 51-52.  The two family members bluntly tell the servant to take Rebekah and make her Isaac’s wife. Their words are not as polite, nor as spiritual as we would like to see, and Moses tells it bluntly to make this point. There is resentment here, not joy on their part. However the attitude of the servant of Abraham is another matter altogether; he immediately prostrates himself on the ground and worships the Lord God with joy. This man fulfils the command of Paul fully. Philippians 4:4-7.

Verses 53-54.  We now discover that Bethuel is not in charge of the household, nor does he have anything other than a weak form of traditional authority, for it is Laban and Rebekah’s mother who receive the presents. This is unusual and indicates that Laban is the dominant male here, and is already superior either to his own father, or brother (depending on who this Bethuel is). He will prove to be a tough wheeler and dealer later with Jacob. 

The bride is bedecked with precious jewellery, as remains the custom in the Middle East. Often such jewellery is borrowed for the occasion now, but in this day it was the “bride price”, not a negotiated amount in this case, but a gift of the prospective husband to his bride and hers to keep. Her mother and brother as the senior representatives of the family receive the other presents, and they are of considerable wealth. They then celebrate the feast that is in effect the formal contract of marriage. Remember, there are not formal wedding services as such in this day. The deal is made between the parties and then ratified by the exchange of gifts, and a shared feast.

Verses 55-58. We now have the delay tactics that Laban will use over twenty years later with Jacob and to great effect then. He will delay Jacob by years, whereas here he tries to delay Rebekah by ten days. Why ten days? I am suspicious of this man’s motives as I carefully read the account Moses gives us. I suspect Laban wants more gifts and is trying to exert more influence over proceedings by influencing Rebekah through this time. She is however onto his scheming. 

The servant of Abraham uses a strong word for “hinder” indicating that he too suspects the delay is for other motives than simply Rebekah saying fond farewells. It would be in order to delay for a few days to say goodbyes to all the large extended family and friends, but when Rebekah is asked about a delay of ten days (or a shorter time that she might nominate) she immediately answers that she will go immediately that day. Once again, reading between the lines, I suspect she knows her brother’s nature and seeks the fastest escape from his manipulative schemes as she can action. 

This is a woman of real faith, as she quickly gathers her clothing and personal items, loads them onto a camel and rides off with this man, whom she has known only since evening the night before, towards a place she has never seen, and knowing that she will never see her family again. She is happy to escape this household, although she knows they do love and worship the Lord, but their weaknesses mean she is happy to leave at this point.

Verses 59-60. Rebekah is sent away and given a traditional Arab blessing in verse 60 and she leaves with her own servants riding on the camels. Possibly the camel train has been extended from the original ten. Pause and reflect upon the shortness and coldness of the blessing over Rebekah and then compare other blessings given in Genesis by great believers. Refer back to BTB study of GOD – DIVINE INSTIUTIONS – MARRIAGE on page 42 and CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT on page31

Moses is aware of the contrast and is making a point here to reinforce the impression he has taken from Laban’s behaviours throughout; this man is not a great believer, but is as carnal as Lot, and as dangerous as Ishmael. The blessing given here is that she might be the mother of a great nation, and that her children might be militarily powerful and defeat all their enemies. This is not a spiritual blessing at all, but is wealth and power centred. 

Verses 61-63.  Rebekah gathers her servants around her and they ride off with the servant of Abraham towards the south country heading for the area where the servant believes Isaac will be at that time of year. Isaac is staying close to the place called La Hai roi. This is the place where the Angel of the Lord spoke with Hagar. Genesis 16:13-14. It is a good place for Isaac to remember that the Lord hears him just as he heard Hagar. He is likely there looking after flocks and herds, but it may also be a favourite place, even his permanent abode, given the Lord appeared there. He wants to be in the place of power and the presence of the Lord. His habit is the good one of evening prayer, and he heads into the fields to meditate and pray in the evening that the camel train draws near, and he saw Rebekah as she rides in, and it was to be love at first sight for them both. 

Verses 64-67.  Rebekah quickly drops off the camel to pay her respects to Isaac, who she can tell even from a distance, by his dress, is a wealthy and influential person. This was the norm in the Middle East, and remains so to this day. As a stranger approaches a well or influential person, they immediately show deference to the local sheik and honour him as the owner or controller of the place. Her speed once again reminds us that this woman is good with animals and very adept at riding and controlling camels. 2 Kings 5:21. 

She does not know it is Isaac at this point, and as she bows to honour this great man, she asks his name of the servant. This is the clue that this area is well known to him, and is their destination, and the home of his master, or else her question to him would be pointless. This is the place of Isaac’s camp and she knows that the servant will recognize all the important people around here and be able to make introductions.  

As soon as she is told it is Isaac, she immediately brings up her veil over her face, as was the custom of a bride meeting her husband for the first time in that day. They were meant for each other, and very quickly she is taken into his mother’s original tent there by the well, in which Isaac sets her up now, as his wife. 

If the Lord has a person for you it is up to you to prayerfully wait for them. If you are not meant to marry be relaxed about it and keep meditating upon the Word of God and serving him. The right person will be found in your area of service, and through your fellowship with the Lord. The right person spiritually will not be found in places of play but in places of spiritual fellowship or service. 

In the church, pastor, you should spend a lot of time teaching the Lord’s people the basics of relationship and marriage from the Lord’s perspective. As a believer we can be relaxed about meeting the right person for us, for the Lord will bring us together in his perfect timing. Your commitment is to the Lord’s plan, for then you will be led in the path that you are to go, and if the Lord has a person for you, it will be the right one to walk the path with you.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Faith-rest is the principle for all who await the Lord’s will relating to their marriage. If we do not get the right person our future ministry is compromised. The Lord brings the right people together in his right time for them. Our task before the Lord is to wait upon him and quietly go about our business in a prayerful manner as Isaac does here.

2.
Carnal believers are compromisers with the truth and delayers in the plan of God. They are best fled from as soon as decently escape can be actioned. Rebekah knows her brother and rightly decides to give him no opportunity to frustrate the will of God over the next days. She is focused upon the will of the Lord for her and will not give anyone power to frustrate the plan. We are wise to follow Rebekah and flee all who will slow us down. 2 Timothy 2:2-7. 

3.
By men’s prayers and blessing they are known. The spiritual status of the family of Nahor is seen by their traditional blessing over Rebekah. If ever you want to check out a believer as to their heart for the Lord, always ask them to pray for you. Formal and flowery traditional prayers are a sign of shallow faith and superficial spirituality. The ancients would say, “Speak friend, so I can know you”. It is in our prayer life that we draw near to the Lord and so we are transformed by his presence. Isaac is found by Rebekah as a man of prayer. What a great start to their marriage.

CHAPTER 25

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter we are introduced to a concept that we could call “Dying Grace”, which is taught all through the scriptures. Dying Grace is the term used to describe the fact that the grace of God carries the believer right through life to our death, and through death to our eternal life. 

If we are walking with the Lord Jesus Christ through this life, we will leave this life in an honouring way to the Lord and even our death will be our witness. Psalms 68:20, 116:15, 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Hebrews 11:13-16.

Abraham now dies having seen the promise to himself and to Isaac kept. God's promises are secure because the promises of God are based upon the Character of God. He had done what He said he would do. Abraham was given almost another 40 years of life after the death of Sarah. At her death he is 137 years old, and he dies at 175 years of age. Remember the oldest man, with birth dates recorded and proven in English history is buried in Westminster Abbey. He was born in 1483, and died at age 152 years and nine months on 15 November 1635. His name was Thomas Parr and you can visit his grave there. 

Abraham is blessed by God in a wonderful way, the Lord providing another woman, Keturah - "the smoke of incense". Her name shows that her life was a beautiful aroma. She was one of those people like Paul’s supporters while he is under arrest in Rome, who provided an improvement to his life just by being there. Colossians 4:7-14, 2 Timothy 1:16.

THE NOAHIC COVENANT AND THE WIVES OF ABRAHAM

Abraham has a full sexual relationship with this woman and many sons from her in the last decades of his life. In this he fulfils the concept of being the father of many nations as he has had sons by three key women, Hagar the Hamite, Sarah the Shemite, and Keturah, who is believed by many to be a Japhethite (although her children become founders of many of the Arab tribes, like the sons of Ishmael); thus each of his wives may be descended from each of the three sons of Noah. Refer to the BTB study on COVENANT – NOAHIC COVENANT.

In Genesis 9:9-17, 25‑27, we have the Noahic Covenant recorded, which has a type fulfilment in the wives of Abraham with the Hamitic Hagar being the servant of Sarah the Shemite, and the Japhetic Keturah being blessed in the tents of Shem, and being enlarged with many sons in contrast with the offspring by Abraham of Ham and Shem. One of the possible descendants of this union of Abraham and Keturah, the Queen of Sheba, will come to visit Solomon 1000 years later. Refer back to the BTB study NATIONS – ORIGINS OF NATIONS on page 10.

The true blessing however comes through Shem in the form of Isaac and his descendent, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is also of interest that the great nations of Western history (of the sons of Japheth) have been the great nations of faith, as they enter the “tents of Shem” and worship the God of Israel. The West is currently in moral decline because biblical faith is currently in decline, but it will remain the power broker until the end. The powers that form the Anti-Christ’s power base are the Western Nations; the nations that were spiritually great while they served the God of Abraham, but who have entered into apostasy under the enemy of God and persecute the people of God. 

In verse 5 Abraham recognizes that it is in Isaac that the blessing will flow and so he gave all he had to Isaac. He however made provision for the sons of Keturah, and sent them away to prosper by their own hard work, but they were not looked after as the son of promise. Keturah’s arrival on the scene raises the issue of remarriage for believers.

REMARRIAGE AND CHARITY

The question of remarriage is addressed in 1 Timothy 5:11-16. Paul addresses the subject there as to who should receive charity in the church? The widow over 60 who has been the faithful wife of one man, and the faithful servant of the Lord is to receive support from the church as she continues in prayer for the work daily. If she had not been a good witness she would not be worthy of assistance. Those who were not following the Lord were told to go and seek assistance from the group they had been following. The younger widows do not receive anything under Paul’s instructions, as it is expected that they would remarry, as the Lord provides a new life partner for them. 

A widow who was supported by the church was to be involved in extensive daily prayer for the church and in regular good works under the deacons. If she was not willing to do this she did not receive support. If any person received food, clothing, home, or money from the Lord, the early church was clear, that they had the responsibility to put all their time into service to the Lord’s people. 

Paul wishes the young widows to remarry, verse 14. What Paul is saying is that if your partner dies and God has another partner for you in His plan He will provide that partner. While the psychologists and counsellors would urge bereaved people to take at least a year or so as a minimum time to mourn and grieve before remarrying, this may not be required in the Lord’s plan, and each person must be in prayer about their future. All of us who face this issue are to use the time without a partner to grow in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus Christ and wait on His provision and His timing for that provision.

THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM AND OLD AGE

Genesis 25:7 says that Abraham was 175 when he died at a “good old age” and went to be with his ancestors who had also died in faith. Old age is often today anything but “good”. My 89 year old mother said many times, “this old age is no good”, as she struggled to cope with tablets keeping her going, and often forgetting to take them. She rejoiced in the Lord but felt the weaknesses of the body. 

Abraham did not need his heart tablets; he had been restored to full health and that meant he was active until the end, although he had physically slowed down by the time of the marriage of Isaac and wasn’t taking long journeys any more. Old age does not allow you to hide anything, for your real character will come out as physical attractiveness drops away. When you are young you are able to do a lot of things, and hide a lot of things about yourself by your physical activity, but when you are old you have only got what is inside you, and this is why it can be a burden to those around some old people. Old age will either be a time of reaping good harvests from a life of service and love of the Lord, or it will be the harvest of the works of the Old Sin Nature. 

By old age, if you have not dealt with patterns of sin, any root of bitterness will have gone very deep, and will then cause you a lot of trouble. Remember as you read these words, that you may become old and reliant on others someday. You need to address your own inner life now to prepare for old age. We are warned by all modern media to “prepare for old age”, but what they mean is retirement funding and health plans. 

The example of Abraham reminds us that the most important preparation for old age is our spiritual life, and enhancing that as we age, so that by the time we get beyond the grind of ten hour days at work, we are walking wit the Lord closely indeed and death is simply seen as a closer walk. With old people, many treat them as a nuisance or an embarrassment, as they themselves cannot cope with the idea of aging themselves; others who can, treat the elderly with respect. 

Our challenge is to be worthy of respect as we age, and then we can leave our old age and our death firmly in the Lord’s hands, just as we have lived our daily life, dependant on his power and plan. What we reap; that is what we have sown for many years! Let us sow wisely now by continuing our Bible study and application into daily life. Study the following verses in your home study group on the biblical doctrine of reaping and sowing. Job 4:7-11, Proverbs 22:8, Hosea 8:7, 10:12-13, 1 Corinthians 9:11, 2 Corinthians 9:6, Galatians 6:7-9, 5:15-26. Now read the Galatians passage in the reverse order, as then you will see the “sow-reap” principle of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, that Paul intends.

If you are going to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in honesty and truth you have to think of your old age and how you want to leave this earth. As young people we often do not give this a thought, but this passage challenges us all to set our hearts and minds clear on this matter, before we advance in our spiritual service in our twenties or thirties! 

Abraham did not let problems, or the results of his inaction or inattention pile up in his life. He addressed the problems he had through application of God’s Word to life and by confessing his sin. Remember the Word of the Lord. “If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me”. Psalms 66:18. Remember, you are advised to use confession of sin for your sinful thoughts as well as your deed; that way you win the battle for the mind, which is where our Old Sin Nature fights best. In the end with old people it is their thoughts, deep regrets, and the hidden sins of their past, which destroy their peace and life quality. Refer back to the BTB study CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS on page 30 and MENTAL ATTITUDE on page 106.

One further word on this matter before we move on here. The Lord allowed my wife and I, early in our marriage, to live in an Old Folks home, in the manager’s flat, for over two years. We watched and learned many things through that time, as we saw the blessing of believers who had walked closely to the Lord, and also the pathetic state of those who had not. We also saw some come to the Lord in great old age and even in early dementia. It is possible for some, that having rejected the Lord as a child and then as an adult, that early dementia is the last chance for conversion, for it is almost like a second childhood. It is important to remember that the old are facing the immediate prospect of eternity, either with the Lord, or in the Lake of Fire. 

There is a big ministry that one can have towards the elderly. As a minister of a church you should adopt an old people's home, or the local elderly gathering place, for church services to be run, and for special evangelism. It is important to talk to these people straight rather than in small talk, or to adopt almost “child evangelism” techniques with those whose minds are going, but are not gone. Only one thing, do not neglect them, as their days are numbered and they know it, and from the Lord’s Word we know that we are not upon the earth one day too long. If they are alive and do not know HIM, then they can still meet their Saviour; let us pray about this ministry area.

Abraham has been walking with the Lord through his life, and the Lord's blessing is on him in his death. The believer who is walking with the Lord is always “full in years” when they die; at whatever age the Lord calls us home, we are called to our eternal home and it is at the right time. Paul says that he had fought the good fight and finished the course and prepared himself for eternity. 2 Timothy 4:1-8.

The New Testament view of Abraham's death is given in Hebrews 11:13‑16, where in v 16 it is seen that the mature believers of all ages desired a new country. Abraham, even while he was on earth, he saw the eternal reality and concentrated on it throughout his life, rather than be distracted by the wealth he gathered, which was going to be passed on to others. 

If we look at life from an eternal viewpoint we will find our life choices and priorities will fall into their correct place. When we know where we are going eternally we have great confidence and the correct perspective on life. We can then truly do our job as unto the Lord. We can sing with Paul if we live with his mental attitude; a close walk in the Holy Spirit daily means we, just like Paul will be able to rejoice in all things, right through until the end of our life. 

You cannot talk yourself into this but it is something that the Holy Spirit can lead you into as you feed upon and apply the Word of Life daily. In life we are laying the groundwork for our death. Even Socrates said, “Call no man happy until he has died”, reflecting Greek philosophical wisdom that recognized that it is only in old age that you see the true consequences of the choices of each man, and it is only as you watch him die that you know that man had no regrets about his choices.  In old age our true self will reveal itself for all to see and in our death all who watch us will know we are happy with our choices. 

We should consider each day as a day of grace, and review our life in the light of the fact that our time on earth is finite. Life is too short for sins or distracting activities of no eternal significance. There are far too many believers living for what people think of them; they are more interested in the New Years Honours list where the government rewards it’s friends, than the Judgment Seat of Christ. Let us buy up the time we have for the Lord’s service. Refer back to the BTB study FEAR on page 67 and also TIME below.

Death is seen as a positive event by the mature believer as a thing to look forward to because they know where they are going. 2 Corinthians 5:1-10. Christian maturity has no fear of death, because perfect love casts out fear. 1 John 4:18. Refer to the EBCWA study of this passage in the commentary on 2 Corinthians Chapter 5, and 1 John Chapter 4.

We obtain that love and confidence by drawing close to Christ. If you were to be told tomorrow by your doctor that you have three years to live, would you change significant things in your life? Once you are dead you do not rest in peace, you are either with the Lord or awaiting the lake of fire. Revelation 21:11-15.   What would change about your present plans if you knew they were very time limited.  Of course our whole life is “time limited”, it is just that we often deceive ourselves about how much time we have.
Many picture death as the coming into harbour of the ship of the person’s life, but the Bible has the opposite viewpoint. Life is the provisioning of a ship that is cast off onto the sea of eternity at death. Paul's ship for instance was full of doctrine and the fruit of it’s application into life through the years of toil and trouble the Lord allowed him to work through. The storms of life are but a few rain showers with the boat still tied up to the jetty. Sadly there are few well provisioned Christian “ships” ready for eternity. There are very few Christians who study God's Word, even fewer who believe it, and fewer still who let the Word loose within them to transform their daily lives, and apply it into the fabric of their lives. When you look on each day as your last you have the right perspective, and only then will you be living as God intended us to live here. John 10:10, 6:63.

Abraham is to be buried with Sarah, and they will therefore be standing together in the resurrection. Isaac is living at La Hai roi seeking the Lord daily, whilst Ishmael is still a wild ass of a man. However at the end of the chapter this next generation will face a challenge to apply doctrine into life, for Isaac's wife Rebecca has no children, but we will see that she leaves this in the Lord's hands using the principle behind Peter’s words in 1 Peter 5:7

GENESIS 25:1-11

1  Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 2  And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. 3  And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leummim. 4  And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 5  And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac. 6  But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. 7  And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years. 8  Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. 9  And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; 10  The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife. 11  And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi.”

REFLECTION

Verse 1.  Abraham is restored to full sexual health and function at 100 Years of age and he fathers many children through Keturah, although she is referred to as both wife and linked to Hagar as a concubine by the scriptures. She is a second wife taken after the death of Sarah so marriage to her is legitimate, yet her sons are not considered as sons of promise, although they are free born and will be sent away with wealth, whereas Ishmael is sent away with his freedom only. 

This situation creates some debate amongst biblical scholars, some of whom argue that Abraham has “other concubines” as well as Keturah, and that he was wrong in his old age in living as Solomon was to later. 

From my own study of this passage and others, I believe that this is to jump to the wrong conclusion about Abraham and about the concept behind Moses and Jeremiah’s reference to Keturah, and their joint usage of the word “concubines” which I believe refers to Keturah and Hagar only.  Refer to 1 Chronicles 1:28ff also. Keturah is clearly identified by Moses, as a wife legitimately taken by Abraham. Death ends the marriage contract and he is entitled to remarry and she is God’s provision, yet she is also referred to as a “concubine” by both writers of scripture. 

The use of the term concubines at the end of the Genesis passage, at verse six, does not refer to other women and their sons, for all the sons of Abraham are carefully named by Moses. He was careful about these things and would not have omitted other names, any more than he would omit the names that are here even though they mean little to us now. The only possible reference to the term “concubines” can be to Hagar and Keturah. One was legitimately taken after the death of the wife, the other wrongly taken as a wife alongside Sarah. Remember, God makes no distinction between de-facto and legal wives; for sexual union creates marriage in God’s sight. This is why sexual union with the wrong person is so bad for both people. It is adultery and a great sin against marriage and the family. Genesis 2:21-24, Matthew 19:3-12, 1 Corinthians 6:15-20.

If Keturah is also referred to as a concubine, what is being said by the two authors of scripture here? Now good men differ on their interpretation here and so I do not ask you to agree with my analysis, but simply and prayerfully reflect upon the facts and see what the Lord shows you. I believe that the use of this term reminds us strongly that God’s plan is for each person to have one wife or husband, and that although re-marriage, after the death of a spouse, is allowed and even recommended, the second spouse and their children are secondary to the first, and have a different status. This is recognized by most people instinctively, and this is what has caused such conflict in “blended” and second families through the ages. 

For most people today there is no spiritual significance in the birth order of their children, and the need is for parents to be discerning towards their children and encourage all in their spiritual growth. For Abraham this issue was however very significant spiritually, for the line of Isaac was the line of promise and most of the resources he had were to be put into the spiritual line to ensure Isaac prospered in his walk through life. 

As we will see Isaac possibly dissipates or misuses Abraham’s fortune quite quickly and is unable to pay the bride price for his son Jacob in the way Abraham does for him. As we get to this point we will see some important principles emerging from this. But at this point we need to see God’s attitude regarding the families of Abraham; his first wife is the “real” one for the future of mankind, with his two other “wives” being secondary in status. Hence the term “concubine” is used for them, to reflect their secondary status, not their lack of acceptance by God. It would appear that both these women were believers, although most of their sons will not be.

Verses 2-4.  Now I will not spend a great deal of time with the names of these men, although many commentators have. The reason for my reticence here is that all absolute assignment of these men to modern Arabian tribes is uncertain and owes more to traditional stories of origins from Islamic times than to actual facts from this early period. Abraham is literate, as is Moses, but these men became sheiks of the desert and their traditions are almost exclusively oral from this time (2000 BC) until the early years of this era. 

From the names here however, and those also listed in 1 Chronicles 1, there are certain connections that can be made with modern Arab nations and tribes. The sons of Keturah intermarry with the Arabic groups of the central and southern Arabian Peninsula, as well as the land of Midian. The modern nations of Jordan and Saudi Arabia carry their and Ishmael’s genetic lines, as do the tribes of the Persian Gulf states.

Verses 5 - 6.  Abraham gave all his remaining earthly goods to Isaac to ensure that the line of promise will prosper, and that all that he has built up will continue to be resources for Isaac to do the work that he has done for the Lord. Now this is after significant gifts of wealth to all the others, to ensure they were able to start out in life in the lands to the east. The biblical doctrine of separation is applied here, with Abraham recognizing that the sons of Keturah must be away from Isaac, so that they grow and prosper apart and so that Isaac’s witness and path is not affected by any cares towards these other boys and girls, or their demands upon him. 

In the Middle East the senior member of the family is responsible for the finances and problem solving of the younger family members. By sending them formally away with gifts of wealth, Abraham frees Isaac of this distracting responsibility, just as his high payment for the burial cave freed him of the distractions associated with land ownership under the Hittites.

The sons of Keturah were younger, (all in their twenties), and Isaac will, if he is the senior person in the family, be left as the responsible one for them all. He will be in danger of being the “sugar daddy”; the rich relative to whom they will all come for loans and with cares and concerns. Both any worry about these others, and their problems, will potentially distract Isaac and so Abraham wisely sends them away to find their path in life. Abraham ends the extended family obligations, and also ends the family as such. This is a drastic measure, but is needed for financial and judicial reasons, as we have seen, but also for spiritual. It is also probably a sad recognition that none of these boys has found strong faith in the Lord, so that none of them can be help mates to Isaac in his spiritual journey, they can only be drones and slow him down. Abraham has found pleasure and comfort with Keturah, but he has not found the most important thing, which is spiritual growth and comfort from their children.

Verses 7-8.  Moses celebrates the life and times of Abraham and describes his death in a wonderful way. His own death will be marred by his loss of temper at a crucial time (Numbers 20:11) and so he will not be buried in the land, but he too will be gathered into the Lord’s company at a good old age. Deuteronomy chapter 34. Abraham has lived all his life; he has not lingered on in useless days. His life has been lived fully and his death comes peacefully surrounded by his family. 

The two key sons are there to bury him, although the sons of Keturah are not mentioned. This is a strange omission if they were there, and may indicate that all the boys are gone East by this time, and that Keturah has died by this time, for she drops out of the record here also. Ishmael is reunited with his brother for the burial of Abraham, and so must have been there at the end also, as days were not taken before burial in the ancient world, which was done often within twenty four hours.

The Lord blesses Isaac after the death of his father, with peace between Ishmael and himself, and with prosperity. He continues to live close to the place where the Lord last appeared to Hagar, and it may be that Ishmael was also in the vicinity. He certainly gives Isaac a record of his sons and their doings, for Moses is able to record the details that Ishmael gave and add to that information the things he knows from later times. Ezra may also add in further details at this point. Moses, as an Egyptian general was in a position to know where a lot of the tribal descendents of Ishmael were in his day, and Ezra had access to the records of the Babylonians and Persians who also fought with and traded with these people. 

Verses 9 – 11. Abraham is buried in the cave he had purchased for the burial of Sarah by his two sons and their extended families. Notice what is said and what is not said here. The funeral is private, short, dignified, and the focus is upon the burial of the corpse of Abraham, with the body of Isaac’s mother, in sure and certain hope of the resurrection, and the fact that they will all stand together there in their resurrected state. 

Isaac is so focused upon this that he will seek to be buried here also, and the teaching of his son will be done in such a way that Jacob will also want to be buried here, and even Joseph will leave instruction that he is not to be buried in Egypt but to be brought back to the land for burial. Genesis 33:19, 50:25, Exodus 13:19, Joshua 24:32. Burial for the Patriarchs was not like the pagans amongst whom they lived, and was the last testimony of their lives, just as it is our own.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL APPLICATION

1.
Marriage is a serious thing and not to be entered into lightly. Believers are to be very, very scared about entering into a marriage with the wrong person for them, for the Lord holds the contract sacred and so are we. Second wives or husbands are not to feel inferior in God’s sight today, where the marriage has been in the Lord, but for Keturah there was a second class feel to things, because Sarah was the wife of promise and in her line the blessing would come.

2.
Nations prosper depending on their relationship to the blessing that comes through Abraham. There is blessing only in the tents of Shem for the other sons of Noah. We are to serve the line of promise and not abuse the other lines of Shem, descending from Ishmael and the sons of Keturah either. 


The West may be receiving judgment on both counts in our own days; we have not stood by Israel, and we have exploited the Arab nations for their oil. God has blessed them all. Pause and reflect upon this with the world’s oil reserves, and be prayerful for the children of the believers Hagar and Keturah. 


Pray for salvation for their children daily, that the now predominantly Moslem people might come to acknowledge the one they call a prophet but do not read; Isa (Jesus). Pray that the sons and daughters of Hagar and Keturah read the Injeel of Isa (the words of Jesus), and let us as the churches of the Lord witness, without insult or offence, to the reality of the message of Jesus and the relevance of his message for the Arabic peoples, the sons of Abraham by these two women.

3.
Old Age can be a terrible thing. Dementia can be awful, but in most cases it can be avoided by good heart health care, and physical, mental, and spiritual activity through life. When we can no longer be as active as we were, we can still draw close to the Lord and have our inner batteries recharged daily in our fellowship. We must commit now to growth in fellowship daily with our Lord, for it is in the habit of daily close fellowship that we build a good place for our life to be in through older age.

4.
Life is the provisioning of the ship of our soul for it’s eternal voyage. Fear of death is a sign of lack of reality in our walk with the Lord in life. Let us be convicted of any slackness here and advance into our daily lives with spiritual focus every day.

5.
Keturah’s children have been a mighty source of both conflict and support down the years for the children of Isaac and Jacob. She was a joy to Abraham but her legacy has proven a mixed blessing to his descendents. Having said this, let us remember that all the peoples of this area are cousins! All can enter the blessing through their acceptance of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the Bible teaches that they will in the Last Days. 


The way for us to be part of the solution must be sought and found, rather than continue to be the money hungry westerners who have been part of the recent problem in the Middle East! That solution is to be preachers of righteousness to the Moslems, and that means being teachers of the prophets without Crusader-centred offence being given, and that means especially being teachers of the Injeel of Isa – the words of Jesus. We should be giving out quality Arabic gospels throughout the Middle East, for many of Hagar and Keturah’s children will respond to the truth, if they hear it, just as their mothers did.   Even today many of Keturah’s children in the Persian Gulf States support Jewish people and Christians in their midst without persecution.
6.
The doctrine of separation is an important truth, but is open to perversion, just like all other truths. Separation does not mean we separate from all who do not agree with every minor doctrine we preach, but it does mean we recognize that we must move away from carnal believers, just as from immoral unbelievers who have rejected our message. We must take actions to stop ourselves being distracted from our mission for the Lord. Let us take any action that strips away distraction from our daily lives. 

7.
Our funeral is the last opportunity for witness to be given to those around us. Carefully plan your own funeral now. Think about the songs to be sung, the passage of scripture you would want read aloud and the message you would want people to walk away with. Write all this down now. Having done this, reflect now upon your life, and live in a manner worthy of the message you want given after your death. 


Let us also be rightly related to graveyards. They are placed where the bodies of the dead lie awaiting resurrection, they are not the places where the dead are! The dead are either with the Lord or in Hell awaiting the last judgment. Let us be rightly related to our dead, and not be distracted by those who have passed on, any more than we are distracted by those who would lead us astray in the manner of their lives. We are here to serve the Lord as his ambassadors, not spend too much time in looking backwards at those who we loved, but who are already enjoying eternity, or regretting their wasted lives.

DOCTRINES

COVENANT:  NOAHIC (EVERLASTING) COVENANT

1. The covenant with Noah never to flood the earth again (Genesis 8:20- 9:27)

2. The relation of man to the earth is confirmed (Genesis 8:21).

3. Seasons, day and night and harvesting confirmed (Genesis 8:22).

4. Human government introduced (Genesis 9:1-6).

5. A curse is given to the Hamitic races (Genesis 9:24,25).

6. The Semitic races will be the source of spiritual wealth (Genesis 9:26,27).

7. The Japhetic groups will be dominant (Genesis 9:27).

8. The earth will never be judged with water again (Genesis 8:21; 9:11).

9. The rainbow given as the sign of the promise

TIME

1. As God is eternal He is not constrained with time "A thousand years are a day and a day as a thousand years

2. Man requires time

3. There is a principle of planned time (James 4:13-17).

4. We are to redeem the time - not to waste time in vain pursuits (Ephesians 5:16-18).

5. The principle of utilised time (1 Corinthians 7:29-31). In order to maximise the effectiveness of your Christian life you have to utilise time and time has to be planned.

CHRIST:  RESSURECTION BODY

The resurrection body of Jesus Christ -

1. Retained the nail prints in the hands and feet. (Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10, John 20:25-29)

2. Retained the wound sear in the side. (John 20:25-29)

3. Christ was recognised on 15 appearances by his disciples as the one who died and rose again.

4. Resurrection body of Christ could eat. (Luke 24:42-43)

5. It had substance, it could be touched and felt. (Matthew 28:9, Luke 24:39, John 20:17)

6. His body could breathe. (John 20:22)

7. His body possessed flesh and bones. (Luke 24:39-40)

8. Could walk through closed doors. (Luke 24:36, John 20:19)

9. Appears and disappears suddenly. (Luke 24:31,36)

10 Could move vertically or horizontally. (Acts 1:9,10)

11 Our body will be just like His without the nail prints or wound in the side.

PROMISES

1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable - A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 20th Century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. THERE ARE ABOUT 7,000 PROMISES THAT DEAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem and us not to fall into the same traps as the Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely (Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger (Psalm 23:4)

OLD AGE

1. Old Age is a time when we should be even more useful for the Lord than we have been able to be before, as we have the chance to use time that previously has been used in work. The age at which "old age" starts in the church is sixty years of age. 1 Timothy 5:9.

2. The Bible makes it clear that the elderly are to be respected.

[a] The elders are to be stood up for by the younger in respect for their age. Leviticus 19:32

[b] Children are to listen to their parents in the Lord, they are not to despise them if they do not agree with them, but prove they are right by their own good deeds. Proverbs 23:22.

[c] Respect is demanded of the believer for the aged. 1 Timothy 5:1,2.

[d] The army is to protect the elderly from evil invaders of the land. Deuteronomy 28:50, 2 Chronicles 36:17.

3. There are problems with old age.

[a] Some will be unteachable, thinking they know everything. Ecclesiastes 4:13-15.

[b] Old people are helpless and  often need care . John 21:18.

[c] They are vulnerable to disease. 1 Kings 15:23.

[d] They will be victims to their own fears. Psalm 71:9.

[e] If they have been disobedient they will feel great terror. Psalm 6:7, 32:3.

4. If the elderly have walked close to the Lord for many years the doctrine in their souls is a bank they can draw on in their old age.

[a] We can draw on their wisdom in the Lord. Proverbs 22:6, Psalm 71:17,18.

[b] Blessings of maturity are there in old age. Psalm 148:12-14.

[c] They have great security and blessing in old age. Psalms 37:25, Proverbs 17:6, 20:29.

[d] They have dying grace with the Lord. Job 42:17, 1 Chronicles 23:1, 29:28, Isaiah 46:4.

5. In the Millennial kingdom old age is blessed. Isaiah 65:20, Joel 2:28, Zechariah 8:4.

6. Old people are useful in the Lord's service in the church  Titus 2:2-3

7. Standards for old people's service are found in God's Word. Titus 2:2,3.
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