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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK

INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR

Habakkuk is specifically identified as a prophet by his little book in the first verse, which simply and powerfully records his word from the Lord. His name is derived from a word meaning ‘embrace’ which certainly fits the tone of his love for God and for his fellow countrymen.  He speaks of the love of God for his disobedient people, and challenges them to see God’s love in the midst of the catastrophe that their sin had brought upon them.  He speaks and then he disappears and Jeremiah takes centre stage. Like John the Baptist, when his work was done he stepped back off the stage and left the light shining on the next man God had called to take up the prophetic baton and deliver the last warning to the people.  John 3:30.
Martin Luther said of Habakkuk, “Habakkuk has a right name for his office.  For Habakkuk means a heartener, or one who takes another to his heart and his arms, as one soothes a poor, weeping child, telling it to be quiet.”  Like all who comfort children he sings to them, and this entire prophetic word is set to music, and was to be played in the temple by the “Chief Musician” for all the people to hear and reflect upon its message. Habakkuk 3:19.   This man is a great mentor for older pastors, that as they complete their work, to step back and let the younger man step forward and do the work they are now called to.  As we leave the public stage we still have our work of mentorship, and I suspect this man stood behind Jeremiah in the early years of his ministry, encouraging and supporting until his death.   Only in heaven will we see the other details of his life, and we can be assured there is a great tale to tell of his later private work.
It is indeed a “hard song” he sings.  He uses the same instruction that David gives for serious Odes, “upon Shogionoth”, and when sung aloud this prophetic book would have sounded like an Ode of great sadness with slow steady beats that make the singer pause and all who heard it reflect upon every word.  That is the prophet’s purpose as he receives God’s first word on just how close the catastrophe is to happening.  Jeremiah will build upon his words.  Habakkuk gives them the challenge to see that “God’s strange work” (Isaiah 28:21) of judgment has come upon them because of the persistence of their sin, and that God is righteous and just in all his works towards them, even though the use of the Babylonians to execute judgment is baffling to them all.    

God will use Babylon to discipline his people, just as he had used Assyria a generation before to bring the fourth cycle of discipline to Judah and the fifth cycle to Israel.  This time it is Judah’s turn to experience the fifth cycle of discipline due to their persistence in unrepentant sinfulness. Leviticus 26:14-39, Deuteronomy 28:14-68, Isaiah 28:7-14, 21, Jeremiah 36:24.
2 Chronicles 36:15-21
“15 And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place:

16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.

17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand.

18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon.

19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.

20 And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia:

21 To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.”

BACKGROUND

Habakkuk is one of the six prophets to the kingdom of Judah in her last days before the Babylonian Captivity.  He is one of these great, but sad men, who had a ministry to the heart of the people of Judah before the fall of the nation, city and temple, and testified of God’s Grace in the midst of the great calamity that was to befall them.  Judgment remains “God’s strange work”, for blessing is his preferred work, but when men reject the truth there is no other way for the Lord to deal with his people.  Hebrews 12:3-15.
Habakkuk faces the terrible issue of the destruction of his nation and his culture, and the loss of over 95% of the people in the war that is about to unfold around them.  He stands with the older man Nahum, who will speak of the destruction of the Assyrian Empire at the hand of the Babylonians, and with Zephaniah and Jeremiah who speak directly to try to revive and challenge the people.  The three “Minor Prophets” will speak mainly around the reign of good king Josiah, who will be killed at the battle of Megiddo foolishly trying to stop the Egyptians from going north to fight the Babylonians at Carchemish.  They are God’s “last word” to his people, that they might be without excuse for the judgment that is about to be unleashed against them due to their refusal to change their evil ways.
He will minister publicly only in and just after Josiah’s reign and then disappears from man’s history, but not from the plan of God, for he has played his part and encouraged Jeremiah who will continue his ministry through the years of the Babylonian invasion and destruction of the city.  His words will then encourage young Daniel and his friends in Babylon, and be an encouragement, as they will be, with the words of Jeremiah, to the young priest Ezekiel in the captivity.

King Josiah had led a revival of the Word of God, and for the first time in decades the holy Word of the Lord was heard proclaimed aloud in the Temple, and the false altars and their evil pagan priests were wiped away. 2 Kings 22-23, 2 Chronicles 34-35.  Sadly the revival had not gone deeply into the souls of the people.  They had rejoiced in the restoration of the feasts and rituals and rejoiced in the psalms and worship services again, but they had not changed their hearts, and most continued worshipping the pagan gods in their own “family altars” in their homes.   
The people had become infatuated with pagan altars and pagan fertility rituals through the evil days of King Manasseh and his son Amon, and even though Josiah openly opposed them, they held to secret worship of the fertility gods and goddesses because their worship was pleasant and sexualised and “fun”.  Most considered it “harmless fun” and “lovely rituals of the cycles of nature”, and so they compromised their faith and forgot the Lord’s holy demand, that he would have “no other god beside him”.  Exodus 20:1-7.  
The people were baking their little fertility cakes and holding parties to honour the “queen of heaven”, the pagan goddess of fertility.  Paganism was in their hearts, even though they were still going along to the temple each day.  Jeremiah 7:18, 44:17-25.  God hates religious compromise and will not tolerate it amongst his people, and so the prophets of the day had the melancholy duty to warn of the judgment that was coming upon them, exactly as Moses had told them it would if they persistently broke the first commandment.
The days Habakkuk is called to minister into are the very politically and spiritually dark days after the death of King Josiah in a battle he should not have fought.  Josiah’s death was a turning point, for all saw in their reforming king a symbol of God’s purpose, and so when he made the fatal mistake of fighting the Egyptian army, they saw it as a judgment on “God’s servant”, and so felt entitled to turn away from the Lord God of Israel. The next king, Jehoahaz, is simply seized by the Pharaoh of Egypt and taken into Egyptian imprisonment.  2 Kings 23:29-33.  Pharaoh then made another son of Josiah king and gave him the name of Jehoiakim, and set him up as an Egyptian puppet ruler.  2 Kings 23:34-24:1.  The people felt totally defeated and felt that God has deserted them, especially when Pharaoh empties the temple treasury of its gold reserves.
Within a year of being set up as an Egyptian puppet Jehoiakim sees Nebuchadnezzar arrive with an army and he takes the city of Jerusalem.  The year was 605 BC, and it is at this time that the Babylonians take the men like Daniel into captivity to educate them as the new elite for their conquered people. The fact that the Egyptians had chosen this man, Jehoiakim as their puppet king tell us that he was a “pliable” and pagan man who they thought they could trust to do their bidding.  Nebuchadnezzar felt the same about him and kept him on as a “client king”, but he would foolishly rebel three years later and lose his life in the second siege of the city in 597 BC.  At the second deportation a large group would be removed from the land including Ezekiel this time.  

All this man Jehoiakim had to do was serve his more powerful overlord Nebuchadnezzar and concentrate upon spiritual revival.  All he had to do was return and serve the Lord, and he has the words of Habakkuk and Jeremiah to encourage that course of action.  He had the words of Moses also, and the solemn promises of God to Moses that the Lord would hear them if they repented of their evils!  Leviticus 26:40-45.  Sadly, he like most of the nobility, believed that the Lord has “let them down” in their military defeats, and their loss of the temple gold to Egypt, and in their loss of freedom first to Egypt and then to Babylon.  They trusted in their plots and plans to try to rebel against Babylon, rather than seeing the truth.  God had not “let them down”, they had turned from God and so they were defeated, exactly as God said they would be.  Leviticus 26:27-39.
It is into their politically depressing and intrigue filled days that Habakkuk ministers, trying to get the people to see the truth, and having the chief musician of the temple on his side initially at least. From this fact alone I suspect Habakkuk is ministering this prophetic word early after the death of Josiah, while the spirit of revival was still present in some within the temple.  Habakkuk speaks the words the Lord gave him and then, like all called prophets is silent, for the prophet only speaks the words given to him by the Lord and then adds nothing to the revelation received except exhortation to hear, believe and apply the words into the fabric of his hearers lives.  The legacy of this man’s obedient service is with us today as we open his little book and read his Holy Spirit inspired words.  

May the Holy Spirit inspire us all, and encourage us all, as we open the Word of the Lord to his people through his called prophet Habakkuk, our brother in the Lord.  
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KEY VERSES

1:5 
“Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days which ye will not believe, though it be told you”.

A warning to the ungodly that God is doing something unusual; it is indeed his “strange work”, but if they heed it they can still be saved and led through to victory.

2:4 
“Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith”.

The characteristic of unbeliever and believer respectively.  This verse captures the contrast between the faithful believers of these dark days and the majority who walked in rebellious rejection of the Lord and his servants.
2:14 
“For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea”.

A preview of the coming millennial reign of Messiah.  No matter how bad the situation appears to be politically the Lord still has a plan and it will work out in the end.
2:20 
“But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him”.

Absolute quiet reverence in the presence of a holy God.  In all times of divine discipline, no matter how hurt we feel, the right place to be found is upon our knees in the presence of the Lord our God.
MESSAGES OF THE BOOK

Sin cannot be ignored by a just and righteous God. Psalm 4:4, Proverbs 17:3, 2 Corinthians 13:5, 1 John 1:5-10. Its consequences are fatal if ignored, and God will not overlook our sins, for they will destroy us if left unconfessed.  The doctrine of Divine Discipline is taught strongly here, for whom the Lord loves he chastens!  Hebrews 12:6-7.  God wants us as his holy people and he will not rest if we remain in unholy actions and attitudes, but will convict us and discipline us that we might come back to the place of blessing.
Habakkuk is God’s chosen vessel in his day and he receives, with Jeremiah, the message/ vision for his people.  God has his chosen preachers and prophets for each day, and our job if we are called to service, is to be faithful to the Word of God for our day and preach it powerfully.  
Though he cannot understand everything that is happening he is told to write the message on a tablet for the people to read.  Often we are confronted by things we cannot fully understand, for we are but “dust”, but we must still preach the truth, even if it is not fully comprehended.  What we do understand we are to apply, and allow the Holy Spirit to do his work upon us over time.  If we don't fully grasp something, we apply what we do grasp, and so we build capacity to understand more as we advance.   2 Peter 3:18.
Judgment on the ungodly is inevitable. God will use His chosen instrument, the Chaldeans, to punish His people at this time, exactly as he used the Assyrians a generation before.  At times very evil people will be used by the Lord to teach his own people a lesson that they would not otherwise learn.  In baffling times we are to heed the Word and draw closer to the Lord our Saviour and keep on his path, for the truth of the Lord’s dealings with us will be revealed as we advance to the victory.  
The ungodly invaders will themselves be judged in God’s time, but only after they have fulfilled their part in the eternal plan.   Even their arrogant king will be saved.  Daniel 4:34-37.
The proud signify the ungodly; while the just (justified, counted righteous) are those who live by faith.  It is this truth that we are challenged to grasp; God seeks our humility and obedience, and God hates the pride of man that lifts himself up beyond his limitations.  Proverbs 6:16-19, 3:1-8.
Proverbs 3:1-8
“My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:

2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.”
APPLICATION

1.
Serve the Lord in the role the Lord has called you to fulfil.  Preach and be obedient to the teaching of the Word of God.
2.
Within a nation/church there are always the faithful who may find themselves at odds with the status quo.  As the Lord’s pastor-teacher your role is to encourage the saints and challenge the “aints”.  Let us be faithful as Habakkuk and Jeremiah were, even unto death.
3.
Remember believers, in all situations, “the Lord GOD is my strength”. Habakkuk 3:19

DOCTRINES
PROPHECY AND PROPHET

1. The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in scripture.  In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets.  Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied: 


a) Aaron was a preacher (Exodus 7:1).


b) In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people 
would know the truth (Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5). 


c) As revivalists they were to call people to repentance (Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12).


d) They were to oppose apostasy so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no 
excuse (1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15,  Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11).


e) They were encouragers of the people (Ezra 5:2). 


f) They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people (1 Samuel 10:5).


g) They led in prayer at worship (2 Chronicles 32:20).


h) They were the advisors to the kings and they were associated with coronations (1Samuel 10:1, 1Kings 11:28, 
29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5,    2 Chronicles 12:6,  15:2-7).


i) They were spiritual advisors or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to 
advise the kings of the right decisions (1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29,  2 Chronicles 
19:2, 33: 18, 2 Kings 17:13,  Isaiah 29:10). 


j) They were fore-tellers of significant future events (2 Samuel 7:5-16,  Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, 
Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2,  Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14) and many more.  


k) God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation.  As such they were to be the type of 
Christ, who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the   great prophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5-
6,  Matthew 21:11 ,  Luke 7:16,  8: 18-20, 24:19, 23-26, John 7:40,41).

3. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet was genuine.


a) The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses (Deuteronomy  34:10 - 12).


b) God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions.  God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an 
exception (Numbers 12:6-7). 


c) The prophet had to be totally confident of his message, as he was judged by God if there was any falsehood 
in it (1 Kings 22:13, 14, 2 Kings 5:8). 


d) There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be 
warned of God (Jeremiah 23:25-29).


e) The prophet had to be specific in his message and had to be obeyed literally (2 Kings 5:10-19, note 
especially verse 13).

4. There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day (Jeremiah 2:8,  Ezekiel 13:1-23).  Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about (Matthew 7:15 - 23). NOTE THE LORD'S WORDS here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to. No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words. God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgement upon them, so that believers are always presented with an obedience test, to see whether we will obey the scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.  False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching.  Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil (Hosea 4:5, 6,  9:7, 8).

5. Tests which believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy:


a) The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God (Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1 
Corinthians 14:32). 


b) The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God (Deuteronomy 13:1- 5). 


c) The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested (Deuteronomy 18:20-22,  
Jeremiah 28:9).


d) Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false (Jeremiah 8:10). 


e) Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false (Micah 2:11).


f) Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife,.....etc in their life , they were false! (Jeremiah 23:11).


g) God's prophets were generally men alone, not in groups (1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22).


h) Does the prophecy accord with scripture? (1 Corinthians 14:37, 38,  2 Kings 23:2).

ISRAEL – NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE (The Five Cycles of Divine Discipline for Nations)

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle - v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

1. Divine discipline is the result of a believer disobeying the will of God.

2. God disciplines all true children. Those who are not true children do not know discipline. (Hebrews 12:8; 1 Peter 5:9-10).

3. God's discipline of believers is shown in

a) Old Testament (Proverbs 3:11,12);

b) New Testament (Hebrews 12:3-13; Revelation 3:19).

4. Attitudes towards God's discipline (Hebrews 12:3-15).

a) Think lightly of it (v 5).

b) Faint or become disheartened (v 5).

c) Endure discipline (v 7).

d) Learn and benefit from discipline. (v 11).

5. The effect of God's discipline

a) Discipline blesses the believer (Psalm 94:12)

b) Lives are changed (Hebrews 12:11)

c) It is for a limited time. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

d) It is for the believer's benefit (Hebrews 12:10)

6. The believer who refuses to repent may be disciplined to the extent of death (1 Corinthians 11:30-31, 1 John 5:16)

7. Divine discipline never implies a loss of salvation. Galatians 3:26, 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR – PRIDE

1. SCRIPTURE  2 Kings 24,25; Jeremiah 22:21-39,43-52; 2 Chronicles 36; Daniel 1-4; Ezra.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Nebuchadnezzar was the eldest son of Nabopolassar, the founder of the Chaldean Empire. He married Nitocris whose son-in-law Nabonidus and grandson Belshazzar were the last co-rulers of the empire. Nebuchadnezzar, as the crown prince, led the Babylonian forces that defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 BC. At this time he brought Daniel and others of the Judean nobility as hostages back to Babylon. On the death of his father he ascended the throne on September 6, 605 BC. Jehoiakim of Judah submitted to him (2 Kings 24:1). He captured Jerusalem on March 16, 597 BC, taking Jehoiakim captive and replacing him with Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:11-20). Zedekiah eventually revolted and he was taken into captivity with the remnant of Judea in 586 BC. Nebuchadnezzar had much contact with Daniel. The Jewish captive with God's help interpreted the visions of the arrogant man in Daniel 2 and of the Tree in Daniel 4. Late in life he suffered from zoantrophy and was in the fields for seven years. He rebelled against God's plan of history by erecting a huge statue of gold on the plain of Dura. Because they would not worship the idol, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were cast into the furnace (Daniel 3). There is some evidence that late in life Nebuchadnezzar became a believer (Daniel 4:34-37). He died in 562 BC.

3. EVALUATION

Using the Daniel passages in chapters 1 - 4 we see Pride and its result. The main cause of Nebuchadnezzar's pride was his position:

a) As conqueror (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) As the taker of hostages (Daniel 1:3-6).

c) As the judge with power of life or death (Daniel 1:10, 2:5).

d) As King of Kings (Daniel 2:37).

e) As the recipient of power, strength and glory (Daniel 2:37).

f) As world ruler (Daniel 2:38).

g) As the controller of religion (Daniel 3:3-6).

h) As a great builder (Daniel 4:30).

4. However, he failed to see that his position was not of his own making but of God, and that God can demote as well as promote:

a) God caused Jehoiakim to fall (Daniel 1:1,2).

b) God gave Nebuchadnezzar his position (Daniel 2:37,38).

c) God gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream of his fall (Daniel 4:13-18).

d) God provided an interpreter (Daniel 4:19-27).

e) He ignored God's direction (Daniel 4:30).

f) God brought Nebuchadnezzar to act as an animal and demoted him (Daniel 4:31-33).

g) Nebuchadnezzar believed and recognised God (Daniel 4:34-37).

5. PRINCIPLES

a) Pride is the worst of all sins (Proverbs 6:16,17).

b) Leaders of men often suffer from pride (2 Chronicles 32:25,26; 1 Timothy 3:6).

c) Pride leads to abuse of power (Isaiah 3:13-16).

d) God controls the destiny of man (Job 1:21).

e) Those who oppress believers will be disciplined by God (1 Kings 21:19).

f) God controls the individual and will not allow continual abuse of power (Amos 4:1-3).

g) Great rulers can be brought down to the dust (Psalm 135:10).

h) The choice is between pride (own will) and the Scriptures (God's will) (Proverbs 8:13).

i) God will respond to the penitent soul (Psalm 51:17).

j) God will have no other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3) - the first commandment.

Notes
CHAPTER ONE

Habakkuk 1:1
1   The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.

KEY WORDS
Burden

massa

A burden that is carried by a paid porter – a message with great responsibility

Prophet

nebee

A prophet, a speaker of revelation from God.
See

chazah

Perceive, think through in the Perfect tense. 
REFLECTION

The burden - massa – can also be translated oracle or revelation. Each could apply though this is a burdensome message that the prophet sees and conveys.  It is God’s burden to convey on God’s behalf to God’s people.  Isaiah 30:27, Amos 5:11, Zephaniah 3:18, Malachi 1:1. It conveys the thought of serious responsibility that his contemporaries Jeremiah and Ezekiel felt and had reinforced by the Lord.  Being a prophet is no “fun” role, for it is bringing serious warning, and if it is not brought passionately and accurately the prophet is severely judged.  Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:18-22, Jeremiah 2:1-4, 3:12-15, 23:1, Ezekiel 2:3-6, 3:24-27.
Jeremiah 1:16-19
“16 And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.

17 Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.

18 For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.

19 And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.”

Ezekiel 3:17-20
“17 Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.

18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

20 Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.”

In particular the prophetic “burden” that Habakkuk bears before the Lord is of the fate of Judah that is groaning under its own obstinacy. They will not repent, for they feel the Lord has betrayed them, but in fact they have betrayed God.  The additional burden is the reality of invasion, for the violent and merciless enemy is shortly destined to invade Judah and over 95% of the population will be killed.  Jeremiah 15:1-7.  
The verb - chazah - see – refers to the clarity of the perception of the prophet regarding the vision of the future he sees.  Jeremiah was called by his people the “weeping prophet”, for he with tears spoke to his people.  Jeremiah 9:1, 18, 13:17, 31:17.  Habakkuk is equally the “weeping prophet” for he sees the immediate invasion and in the last chapter sees what the Apostle John sees in revelation, the final invasion of the earth by the Anti-Christ and the Lord’s response at the Second Advent.  He sees the pain of the lost and sees it graphically, as well as seeing the tectonic upheavals of the last days.  He sees fear invoking things. 

The pain of the prophets of this day is that they saw what was coming and could not stop it coming, but they had to keep speaking to people who would not hear!  They knew what awaited God’s people, and they had to keep warning them, even though few paid any attention, for the Lord wanted his people “without excuse” before Him.
The perfect tense of the verb reminds us that the words and visions were given to these prophets once for all time, with results that go on forever.  What they saw from the Lord they said as they stood before the Lord, and it still stands here before us today as God’s holy Word, certified as truth by historic fulfilment, and as future prophetic truth for the last days of earth.  

APPLICATION
1.
Prophetic gifting is never a  “fun” thing, and you can be sure that prophets who only say pleasant things are not God’s prophets, for the prophet always had a word of warning.  Heed the words of prophecy, for in them we are warned of the terrible consequences in history of ignoring God’s Word and failing to fulfil our holy responsibility to live holy lives before the Lord.  Let us commit ourselves today to Holy Spirit filled and obedient living.

2.
God’s Word is given once and for all.  All the words of scripture are certified true and are for our instruction.  They stand forever and they will be fulfilled 100% by the end of time.  Chapter three of this little book remains unfulfilled, but it will be, in all its terror, exactly as the first two chapters were in Habakkuk’s day.   Rest upon the truth of God’s Word, and ensure in your life it is more real than your earthly circumstances, for then you are stable indeed as the days darken towards the end of this Age.

Habakkuk 1:2
2  O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!

KEY WORDS
How long

ad anah

Until when?
O Lord


JHWH

Jehovah – the Lord our God – Exodus 3:14, John 8:58, 10:33.

Cry


shavah

perfect tense, call out for help/deliverance/rescue.

Hear


shema

imperfect tense, Will you hear?
Violence


chamac

Wrongful, damaging, violent abuse, deeply felt injustice in the violence.

Save


Y’shua

Set free, Make safe, Deliver.

REFLECTION
No prophet or serious pastor-teacher who is determined to serve the Lord will not have experienced the pain and anguish of the prophet Habakkuk here.  He cries out to the Lord with our cry as we seek to advance in the Lord’s work and feel we are blocked and hindered and worried about the outcomes.  We do not need to be worried, for we are in the Lord’s hands, but it is human to worry and it is spiritual to take our worries to the Lord who loves us.  The only danger is the carnality of staying in worry and fear, rather than through prayer moving to faith-rest in the person, plan and power of the Lord our God.
“How long Lord?”  It is normal to want time frames, for we are men in space and time and seek the reference points we need to be assured and to advance with confidence.  I have been caught in a situation for several years now and have been praying this prayer daily, and am still seeking the same thing as Habakkuk; the assurance that I am in the right place and the earliest possible orders so that I might move forward into further obedience.  Until I receive this answer I serve where I am to the limit of my strength and focus.  Psalm 13:1-2.
Habakkuk saw the suffering of his people as the early phases of chaos unfolded over the land after Josiah’s foolish death at the Battle of Megiddo.   The Egyptians firstly pillaged the land, and then after their defeat at the battle of Carchemish pillaged it again as they fled south back to Egypt.  Then the advance guard of the Babylonians, chasing the Egyptians, pillaged the land and captured Jerusalem.  Then their allies from the Eastern Arab neighbours of Judah raided the land at will given the weakness of the army of Judah now.  

There were people being killed and taken into slavery daily and the Lord appeared to be inactive.  Habakkuk puts the serious question that is on everyone’s lips.  Had the Lord “gone quiet” on his people, and was he not going to answer their prayers.  The answers to this prayer are complex and they will unfold as we head through the book.  The first principle to remember from the Word of God is that the Lord will not hear us if we hold sin or evil in our hearts and will not let go of deeply held sinful life patterns.  Psalm 66:18, Isaiah 64:6.
If we confess however we have cleared away all hindrances to being heard by the Lord, and that is what the prophet will be preaching as he advances in understanding of what is going on.   The words of Isaiah from 100 years before are very relevant to the prophets of Habakkuk’s day and for the people to pause and reflect, for the nation was, through its apostasy and disobedience morally and spiritually, in a worse place than the people of Isaiah’s day.  They complain of the “injustice of the assaults upon them, but they have not asked the Lord about their religious compromises and disobedience, for there is no injustice in the Lord’s actions.  He will deliver, but only a remnant of them who obey him.
Isaiah 1:10-20

10   “Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”

3:10   “Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings.

11 Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him.

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war.

26 And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.”

5: 16  “But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.

17 Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat.

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:

19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!

20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
APPLICATION
1.
Let us cry out to the Lord in our distress for the Lord is the only one to whom we can take our pain and distress and find the remedy through prayer and his provisions.
2.
God is not unjust, and so if we are being “beaten up” there will be a reason, just sit with the pain and wait for the Lord to show you what there is to be done.
DOCTRINES
CHRISTIAN LIFE – SPIRITUALITY-CARNALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) Confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) Surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8).

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1:5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1:9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (1 John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. (2 Corinthians 14:5)

[b] Act on what you see (Romans 4:7-8)

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18)

[d] Forget the sin you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. (Hebrews 12:12-13)

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)

[g] Get moving and grow up. (2 Peter 2:17-18)

Habakkuk 1:3
3   Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention.

KEY WORDS
Why


lamah

Why, for what reason?
Show me

raa

You have kept showing me (imperfect) presenting before me.

Iniquity


aven

Nothingness, things that come to nothing, vanity, empty of significance.
Grievance

amal

Toil, wearing effort that produces questions about its worth.

Spoiling


shode

Violent robbery, desolation, oppression.

Violence


chahmach
Violent mistreatment with injustice and wrongfulness.

Raise up


y’sha

Has lifted up, carried with it (imperfect) until now.

Strife


reeb

Legal contests, argument with violent/self centred intentions.

Contention

mawdon

Brawling
contests to win over others.
REFLECTION
What has the Lord revealed both directly to the prophet, and simply through what he sees in the countryside?  He has seen great evils done to the Jewish people by their enemies.  He has seen things that make no sense (vanity) and yet they are unfolding around him.  He wonders why these great losses of life are occurring and why the pillaging of the nations wealth? It is “wrong” for God’s people to be suffering like this, and yet they are.  What is going on the prophet asks, and the ordinary people are crying out to the Lord even more so, but they have not asked about their own behaviours.
There was an expectation that only good things would happen to God’s people, and this expectation was narcissistic not doctrinally based.  The Lord suffered for us and we may be asked to suffer with Him, and that is going to be for good ends. Romans 8:28-36, 1 Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 12:3ff.  As already noted above from Psalm 66:18 (and other passages like, Isaiah 59:1-2, Jeremiah 5:25, Joel 2:2-3….) there is no protection over God’s people when they are actively disobedient to the clear commands of the Lord.

The chaos is both external and internal at this point in time, and the prophet uses language that will take the people back to the words of Moses in Leviticus 26, and Deuteronomy 28.  In those places they will read of the “Five Cycles of National Discipline” and hear the very words of judgment pronounced upon them for their sinful disobedience to the clear instructions of scripture.  They have chaos and disunity in their towns and they have the unity of evil nations against them in their fields.

APPLICATION
1.
When great evil occurs, and we see God’s people hammered down we need to go to our knees and pray for the Lord’s direction as to what we are to do.  If confession is due, then let us confess, but if praise, worship and commitment forward through the pain is required, then let us pray for strength and “quit us like soldiers and be strong in the Lord”.  So let us still advance into battle, pushing through our pain barriers in our Holy Spirit empowered service.  1 Corinthians 16:13.
2.
When great suffering occurs we are to lay ourselves and our people before the Lord and seek the Revival that will open the doors of blessing again.  Let us pray for that today for our nations.
DOCTRINES

REVIVAL

Twenty four Biblical revivals and Reforms are examined.

1. Jacob - On his return from Bethel he ordered his whole household to put away their false gods and to wash and change their garments. The false gods were buried. Jacob then built an altar to the Lord. (Genesis 35:1-4)

2. Moses - This occurred when the Israelites saw the parting of the Red Sea as a mighty act of God. Moses led the Israelites with the Song of Moses whilst his sister Miriam provided the music. (Exodus 14:31-15:21)

3. Samuel - He exhorted the nation to put away false gods and prepare to worship the one true God. (1 Samuel 7:3-6)

4. David - When the Ark of the Covenant was brought into Jerusalem for the first time. (1 Chronicles 15:25-28, 16:1-43, 29:10-25)

5. David - At the dedication of the materials for the future Temple. (1 Chronicles 29)

6. Solomon - At the dedication of the Temple. (2 Chronicles 7:1-3)

7. Asa - Who removed the idols and Sodomites out of the land. (1 Kings 15:11-15)

8. Jehosophat - Who led a revival when he cleansed the Temple and ordered the sanctification of the Levitical priesthood. (2 Chronicles 19)

9. Elijah - After the contest with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. (1 Kings 18:21-40)

10. Jehu - When he exterminated all worshipers of Baal and their temples. (2 Kings 10:15-28)

11. Jehoida - As High Priest he led the people in a covenant to turn from their idols and worship God. (2 Kings 11:17-20)

12. Hezekiah - He cleansed the Temple resulting in a revival. (2 Chronicles 29-31)

13. Manassah - When this wicked king became a believer he ordered the destruction of all idols. (2 Chronicles 33:11-20)

14. Josiah - When in cleaning up the Temple the Book of the Law was accidentally discovered. Its public reading before the king and nation had a profound effect. (2 Kings 22-23)

15. Ezra - When as a result of his preaching on separation the nation Israel turned from their practice of marriage alliances with the heathen in the land. (Ezra 9-10)

16. Nehemiah - After he had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra publicly read and taught from the Word of God, causing a great revival. (Nehemiah 13)

17. Jonah - Despite a negative attitude, his preaching caused a mass conversion of the Assyrians at Nineveh. (Jonah 3)

18. Esther - Following the repentance of the Jews with the overthrow of Haman. (Esther 9:17-22)

19. John the Baptist - Who preached of the coming Messiah, warning them to repent. (Luke 3:2-18)

20. Jesus - When, after speaking to the Samaritan woman there was a revival in Samaria. (John 4:28-42)

21. Philip - Whose preaching regarding the kingdom of God produced a great revival in Samaria. (Acts 8:5-12)

22. Peter - At Pentecost after his great sermon. (Acts 2)

23. Peter - At Lydda after he had healed Aeneas. (Acts 9)

24. Paul - At Ephesus during his third missionary journey. (Acts 19:11-20)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SOLDIER:  CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS 6

1.  General Scripture Ephesians 6:11-17. 

This passage relates to the armour which the Roman soldier wore and analogises its use into the spiritual realm.

2.  USE OF THE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:11 

"Put on the whole armour of God."  Ephesians 6:11a.   We are instructed to "put on" (ENDUO Gk) - this means "to clothe" - it is a command by God to the Christian soldier.  We are to "clothe ourselves" or to "dress ourselves".  "Whole armour" (PANOPLIA Gk) - the complete armour "of God" (THEOS Gk) true source of the armour is God.

The whole armour of God is given in Ephesians 6:14-17. It comprises:-

a) The Belt of Truth Ephesians 6:14a

b) Breastplate of Righteousness Ephesians 6:14b

c) Boots Ephesians 6:15

d) Shield Ephesians 6:16

e) Helmet of Salvation Ephesians 6:17a

f) Sword of the Spirit Ephesians 6:17b

PRINCIPLES:

i) The Roman soldier wore all his armour for his own safety and protection.

ii) When the Roman soldier was highly disciplined he ruled the world.

iii) When the Roman soldier became degenerate the Empire declined and fell.

iv) The Roman soldier was in the army 7 days a week.

3.  SPIRITUAL ANALOGY

a) As Christian soldiers we wear our armour for our own safety and protection.

b) When we are highly disciplined in the Christian life we are very effective in our warfare.

c) If we become degenerate or apostate our Christian witness and effectiveness declines and we become casualties in the spiritual warfare.

d) The Christian soldier is in the battle 7 days a week. A part time soldier never amounts to an effective soldier.

“That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."  Ephesians 6:11 b. 

"to stand" (histemi (Gk) - to hold your ground.  We are in a spiritual warfare and the purpose of the armour is to hold our ground against the foe.  "the wiles (methodeia dia Gk) - tactics, cunning or fraud"  "of the devil” (diabolos Gk).

We therefore have the whole armour of God to enable us to stand firm against the devil's tactics.

PRINCIPLE: By learning the tactics likely to be employed by your opponent the Christian soldier is able to go on the offensive using the sword of the Spirit - the Word of God. (verse l7).

4.  THE ENEMY (Ephesians 6:12)

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 

of this world against spiritual wickedness in high places. "

"Wrestle" - "the wrestling" (he pale estin Gk) hand to hand combat not wrestling as a sport.  "not against flesh and blood" 

– not against other members of the human race, but against:-

a) PRINCIPALITIES (arche Gk) Ruling demons.

b) POWERS (exousia Gk) - Demons with authority, officers in the demon army.

c) RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD (kosmokrator Gk) - world rulers, demons close to the seats of government such as the demons of (Daniel 10:13, 20).

d) SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES (pneu matikos poneria Gk) - the demon army.

Quite clearly our fight is against a spiritual foe.  From Hebrews 2:7 we know that as human beings we are inferior to angels.  Therefore in order to have success against superior forces we must have God's armour.

5.  BE PREPARED (Ephesians 6:13)

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, 

to stand. "

Since the resurrection ascension and session of Jesus Christ the attack of Satan has moved from the line of Christ to the 

individual believer. Our dependence on the whole armour is imperative yet many believers reject part or all of the armour. 

There are many casualties as a consequence.

We are again exhorted to put on the whole armour of God.

6.  THE BELT OF TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14a, Isaiah 11:5)

"Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth.”

The Roman belt was a wide girdle of leather worn around the waist from which hung the scabbard for the sword and loops for rations and equipment. The leather belt was supported by a cross shoulder strap studded with metal plates with thick leather strips hanging down to protect the lower body. The belt therefore was the basic armour on which the defence of the soldier was based.

PRINCIPLE: Our basic defence is the truth contained within the Word of God. The sword of the Spirit hangs securely to the believer by means of the promises contained within it. The greater our trust in the truth of God the greater our protection against the enemy.

7.  THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14b, Isaiah 59:17)

"and having on the breastplate of righteousness."

The breastplate (thorax Gk) was usually made of leather overlaid with metal strips. Shaped like a sleeveless coat it was in the higher ranks often covered with gold or silver. The belt held the breastplate firmly in place, its primary function being to protect every vital area of the soldier's body.

PRINCIPLE: The righteousness of Christ protects us. We stand in his righteousness alone. He gave us his righteousness at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Our continued protection through his righteousness is through the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) (See topic Holy Spirit: Filling of the Spirit).

8.  THE BOOTS (Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 52:7)

"And your feet shod, with the preparation of the gospel of peace".

The boots (caligae Gk) were made of hobnail studded leather soles 15mm (1/2") thick secured with a leather tie over the instep and round the ankles. Good footwear is essential for the soldier with infantry still being essential even in these days of sophisticated armaments.

PRINCIPLE: In spiritual terms the feet are often analogised to service. The feet take one towards the enemy. The gospel of peace is a direct attack on the enemy. Peace in this context talks of reconciliation between God and man. (Romans 1:1 4-16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

9.  THE SHIELD OF FAITH (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4)

"Above all taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of' the wicked."

The Roman shield (thureos Gk) was shaped like a door being made of glued planks wrapped in canvas or calf skin, the top and bottom edges being protected by iron. The shield was the most active of the defensive armour carried by the Roman soldier. Loss of shield often meant death to the soldier.

PRINCIPLE: The Christian soldier's shield is walking actively in the promises and principles set out in the Word of God. If we do not use our faith we can become spiritual casualties. Using the shield of faith we can claim -the 7,000 promises for the Christian walk including Isaiah 41:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4.

10.  THE HELMET OF SALVATION (Ephesians 6:17a; Isaiah 59:17)

"And take the Helmet of salvation.”

With the exception of the standard bearer who wore a wolf's head, every Roman soldier wore a metal helmet (perik Gk) 

usually of bronze over an iron skull cap. This protected the most important part of the soldier - his head.

PRINCIPLE: Before a person can be a soldier for Christ, he has to be born again. He has to wear the helmet of salvation. One of the wiles of the devil is to make the believer feel that he has lost his salvation.  If a believer loses his assurance of salvation he takes his helmet of salvation off and is totally vulnerable to the attack of the foe.

11.  THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (Ephesians 6:17b), "and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.

The sword referred to is the machaira or Roman short sword. The sword represents the basic offensive weapon for close 

combat. It was only effective when out of its sheath.

PRINCIPLE: The sword in its sheath is potentially devastating but it is only effective when it is used to combat and defeat the enemy. We must therefore conquer using principles, promises and doctrines from the Word of God.

Habakkuk 1:4-5
4   Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.

5   Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days which ye will not believe, though it be told you.

KEY WORDS
Slacked


poog

Has become/been to this point (imperfect) sluggish, mired down.

Goes forth

yahtsa

With the negative – is not going forth with confidence.

Never


naytsah

Not Moving with victorious strength and confidence.
Compass

kathar

Encloses, besieges, surrounds, disables.

Wrong


aqal

Perverted Judgment (is occurring).
Behold


raa

See, open your eyes and perceive correctly…

Regard


nabat

Look intently and really see…

Wonder


tamahh

Doubled up verb = be really amazed, be staggered.

Work


pawal

A work/deed I will work/accomplish.

Believe


awman

trust in – believe in and apply.

Told


sawfar

Recounted by a scribe – told you by a good witness.

REFLECTION
The prophet now starts to tell us point by point why the judgment has come upon them.  He does it in a way that the truth as it were “creeps up on us”.  He notes how the very concept of justice has long been gone from the land.   The law givers have been slack in their administration of the Mosaic Law, and bribery and corruption have become the norm.  There is no confidence in the process of Law and the innocent have had no defender amongst the leadership for many years.
This account of the land’s state, and the state of the judiciary does not speak well for Josiah’s reforms, or for the success of the prophets in recent years, but Habakkuk is honest and straight, even when he is recording the failure of the prophetic words to achieve godly results.   He is speaking to convict the people, and remember this entire book is set to music and sung solemnly in the temple as a repeated rebuke to the corruption of the leadership.  
Wicked people amongst the Jewish people have surrounded and out-bribed the innocent and so justice has rarely been done, and unrighteousness has been the norm.  God’s Word is blunt to these people, that they need to open their eyes and see the total picture, for the enemy have only recently begun to pillage the people, but their own judges and leadership have been doing it for years!  

God is going to act, and he is going to act dramatically and uniquely through the fifth cycle of divine discipline and they will see things that have not happened before unfold in their days. They need to be seriously amazed at themselves for what will unfold, and they will see things that are amazingly terrifying, for they are entering a time that Moses warned them of in Leviticus 26, and Deuteronomy 27-30.  They have only one hope and that is repentance and total life change, but few will be saved, for sadly most will continue to feel aggrieved at God rather than fearful for the consequences of their own sins.  Jeremiah 5:12-13, 18:18, 25:14ff. 
APPLICATION
1.
When we fail to judge our own sins the Lord will judge them for us with discipline, and repentance and confession alone restores blessing and fellowship.
2.
Let us not place the Lord in such a situation by our repeated sinful and selfish actions.  Let us walk in the Holy Spirit alone.
Habakkuk 1:6-8
6   For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the dwelling places that are not theirs.

7   They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.

8   Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.

KEY WORDS
Raise up


qoom

Causative – decreed to lift up to power, strengthened, raised to rule.

Bitter


mawr

Bitter, resentful of others, discontented/envious.
Hasty


mahar

Liquid/fluid, quick to pour out, impetuous.
March


merkawb
Broaden their paces, march in quick time in the advance/assault.
Possess


yaresh

Occupy by conquest, violently driving out the previous people.
Terrible


awyom

Frightening, terrible – producing great fear/terror.
Dreadful


yawray

Producing great fear/awe on the part of all who see them.
Dignity


sehayth

Dignity, majesty, exultation – they have lifted themselves up to this.
Proceed


yahtsah

Proceeded forth (they are power projecting).
Swifter


qawlal

Light footed, swifter than lightning.


Fierce


khawdad
Sharp, severe, piercing with brutality.
Spread themselves
pawrash

Fanning out like a cavalry troop, spreading out like a load on a cart.
Afar


rawkhok

From far away in space-time


Fly


awph

Fly like a cloud of darkness.
Hasteneth

koosh

Hurrying with excitement (to eat – devour the carcase)
REFLECTION
Habakkuk is given very clear instruction and like Jeremiah will be considered a traitor by his own people for his honesty in these things.  It will be interesting to discover in heaven just how long his song here was going to be allowed to be sung in the temple before the corrupt authorities closed it down and arrested or executed him.  
The Chaldeans are coming and there is nothing that will now stop them from conquering the entire land of Judah and all lands around it.  They will flow like hot liquid through and over the entire land and destroy all things, animals and people.  Fewer than 5% of the population of Judah will be alive at the end. 

In their total arrogance they will terrorise all who stand against them and destroy nations, mocking their kings, and killing their people without mercy.  They will run through the bodies of their enemies without hesitation and mercy.  They are too fast and vicious to be withstood against and they will have total victory.  Their cavalry forces are described and they are the Scythians who come from “far away” on the Steppes of what is now Russia.  They were fierce and on their horses flowed like the surge of a mighty wave over all forces that stood against them.  They came for plunder and they will take everything.

The Chaldeans were fierce, even worse than the Assyrians before them, and they were the destroyers of Assyria and Egypt.  They wiped out Assyria so thoroughly that none remained alive.  This was a genocide of possibly up to 3 million people and they did it without a thought.  It was the same army that had destroyed Assyria in 612 BC that entered Judah in 605 BC having destroyed the last Assyrians and the Egyptian army come to help them at Carchemish.  

These men knew no mercy and would show none.  They had the “dignity” of those who have defeated all before them and they knew they were the best and they felt they deserved respect, and those who didn't show them enough died!  Of the total population of Judah a few thousand would enter captivity, but they would prosper there and multiply.  The very calamity that was to befall them would ensure that they regrew from the best genetic stock of their nation.
What would happen was that the two major deportations (the third siege ended with only a few hundred survivors) would comprise all the intelligent and educated of the nation.  In the first two deportations the army officers, priests, princes and all the tradesmen were taken.  In effect the top 5% of the population was taken into captivity leaving only the lower levels of society behind with a few leaders. The lower orders were all but exterminated.  2 Kings 24, 2 Chronicles 36,  Jeremiah 52:28-30.   The slightly different figures of deportations may relate to those taken from Jerusalem and then the total from the rest of the nation.
This unique series of deportations produced a different nation as a result when they did return from captivity.  The entire nation of the Jews after Babylon was in effect made up of what would be only the top 5% of other nations, and this explains today why Jews are over-represented in Nobel Prizes and academics world wide.   They would be “devoured” by their enemies at this time, but the result was going to be a different nation with a far higher average IQ than any other nation in history.  They remain a nation with unique demographics even after 2500 further years.

APPLICATION
1.
The Chaldeans were God’s chosen extermination and sifting agents of discipline.  They would totally change the demographics of the nation of Judah, leaving only the best and the spiritual as survivors.  Great revival would break out under Ezekiel in Babylon, and would be supported by Daniel in the palace, and by the written words of Jeremiah that Baruch would deliver to them.  God’s hand was over them in their darkest hour to ensure their survival, and so it is with us.  Have faith believer and trust the divine architect.
2.
The enemy were unstoppable and the believers had to face the facts to survive and many did.  What are the “unstoppable” realities that you must face today believer?  How can you powerfully and spiritually orient yourself to the truth and respond biblically to your situation?   Seek God’s path through and rejoice on the journey.
Habakkuk 1:9-10
9  They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand.

10  And they shall scoff at the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it.

KEY WORDS
Violence


kawmawce
Violence with wrongfulness at its heart.


Sup up


kawdeem
Faces are set towards their destination like a wind blowing. 
Gather


awsaf

Take away and gather together captives.
Scoff


kawlas

Ridicule, disparage, scoff at.
Scorn


miskhawk
Make a laughing stock, mock at.
Deride


shakatsome
With pride in self look down and mock the others.
Heap dust

tsawbar

Heap up, aggregate a siege mound.
Take it


lawkad

Catch in the net, capture by strategy, take by cohesive force.
REFLECTION
This army that is coming means business.  They are determined to destroy and take booty.  Armies in the ancient world lived off their booty, for few received any wages except the right to pillage a city as wages.  The Scythians especially fought for the Babylonians only for booty, and their “deal” with Nebuchadnezzar was that they got the moveable gold and the women.  They headed back to the Steppes after a fighting “season” with the best of the women and the gold and any material they fancied.  The Babylonians captured men for slavery, but the Scythians only wanted pretty women to take back as slaves and wives, the males they killed.

The Scythians did not care for power, but left the Babylonians to hold fortresses and collect taxes, they were the wild men of the Steppes and didn't want to stay in one place for too long, and they certainly wouldn't pay taxes.  These were men who faced into the wind on their horses and smelled the breezes and were focused always on riding further and capturing more booty, and then with a full camel train of spoil behind them they travelled back to Russia.  They were primal in their needs and actions, and they “supped the wind” every day they rode.
The Babylonians were the engineers and true conquerors.  They sought power for its own sake and wanted the “empire” and Nebuchadnezzar’s genius was in recognising that the Scythians would be useful allies, but dangerous enemies to the north.  He used their lust for material goods and women to his advantage, for they were the best cavalry forces in the world of their day.  If he had them serving in his army and winning booty then they wouldn't be attacking his northern borders and pillaging them.  

It was Nebuchadnezzar who mocked the kings he came up against, and their defences, for he was by the day he got the throne a seasoned general.  He had been the key general with his father in the defeat of Assyria and the destruction of a city with up to 3 million people in it, as ancient Nineveh was.  He had conquered major fortified cities and so nothing was too big or powerful to him, for he had knocked over the greatest of his day.  He would simply raise a siege mound of earth and drive his chariots, infantry, and cavalry over the top of their walls. 
APPLICATION
1.
There was no stopping Nebuchadnezzar for he was indeed God’s man to discipline and also preserve Judah through the Babylonian Captivity.  He would be the greatest king of all time. He was in Daniel’s vision the head of gold.  Daniel 2:31-38.  When we look at history it is important we see what God is doing through people and with them.  Let us be sure we are on the “right side of history” in our own day by doctrinally based decision making.
2.
The toughest people can be used by God to achieve his purposes, and the weakest believers can be preserved from them if they walk where God directs.  Let us focus today on walking in the filling of the Holy Spirit.
Habakkuk 1:11-12
11  Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his god.

12  Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? We shall not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, (my rock) thou hast established them for correction.

KEY WORDS
Change


khawlaf

Slide by, sweep away in another direction like the wind.
Pass over

awbar

Overshadow, sin against, rape, cross over moral boundaries.

Offend


awsham

Offend, be guilty before God.

Everlasting

kaydmawr
From oldest days, before time itself.
Shall not die

mooth

Be put to death, killed violently.
Rock


tsur

Great rocky cliff.  (God is the rock they will run into.)

Ordained

soom

Put him in a place for a purpose.
Established

yawsad

appointed, established, ordained…


REFLECTION
The prophetic word here applies directly to Nebuchadnezzar himself and indicates his changing strategy and his changing mental state through the years also.  This man would go mad for seven years and be set aside as king, and then be restored as a believer to the kingship again.  Daniel 4:24-37.  This man would be humbled by the Lord, just as he had humbled whole nations, and he would be led to Christ as a result.  His testimony is included at the end of Daniel Four.  He was used to judge the Lord’s people, but then he would also be judged, and there would be salvation amongst the captives of Babylon and in the palace itself.
This great king was incredibly arrogant, and with good reason, for he was the greatest of kings and there have been none since that have the certification of God regarding their being “king of all kings”. Daniel 2:37.  There are people who are arrogant and they have no reason to believe they are worthy, for they are not, but this man was the “greatest”.  He did however over-estimate his power and majesty and the impact of his works.  He did engineering marvels and Herodotus, the Greek historian and traveller several hundred years later visited Babylon and it is his record of the Hanging Gardens and the walls and canals that tell us about the greatness of this man, whose wonders lasted several hundred years in good working order.   He was great but God was the only truly “GREAT” one and the king discovered that.
As Habakkuk sees the greatness of this king and the arrogant brutality of him he was staggered at the carnage he foresaw and overwhelmed by the thousands of Jews who would die brutally at his hands.  He cries out to the Lord as he sees the vision of desolation unfold before his eyes and affirms his faith that the Lord will not totally destroy his people.  He claims the promises of Moses in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28, that if they repented they would be restored and prosper again.  In spite of seeing the vision of destruction, Habakkuk believes God’s Word and trusts in the words given to Moses and affirms his faith that they will be restored and blessed – he will sum up this faith in his later words, “The Just shall live by Faith”.

Deuteronomy 28:49-52

“49 The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand;

50 A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour to the young:

51 And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed: which also shall not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee.

52 And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all thy land, which the LORD thy God hath given thee.”

Deuteronomy 30:1-9

“1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee,

2 And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul;

3 That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee.

4 If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:

5 And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.

6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.

7 And the LORD thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee.

8 And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the LORD, and do all his commandments which I command thee this day.

9 And the LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: for the LORD will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers:”
God had been gracious and good to them and had given them the truth under Moses and all they needed to do was read, hear, believe and apply the Word to their life and so they would come back into blessing.  Some under Jeremiah and Habakkuk’s ministry would be blessed, and they would enter captivity and be delivered by the teaching of Ezekiel and be protected by Daniel, and would later leave the Babylonian Captivity and be ministered to by Zechariah and Haggai.
Deuteronomy 30:15-20

“15 See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;

16 In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;

18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it.

19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

20 That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

APPLICATION
1.
We are still facing the same choices today that the people of Habakkuk’s day faced; will we be saved and blessed through obedience or will we be judged because of rebellion and disobedience?  Let us choose life not death.   He is our “Rock” of salvation and we can depend upon him.
2.
Arrogance is always a sign of danger for the believer for we have no reason to hold ourselves up above others, for all we do for good is done in the power of the Holy Spirit alone.  Let us praise the Lord and lift up Jesus for he alone is the sole celebrity.  Let us praise the Lord with the same verses that Habakkuk could refer to and claim as his nation dissolved around him.
Deuteronomy 31:6

“6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”

Deuteronomy 33:26 - 29

“26 There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky.

27 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.

28 Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the 

fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and 

wine; also his heavens shall drop down dew.

29 Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people saved by the LORD, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency!”
DOCTRINE

CHRIST – ROCK

1. Christ is the rock of salvation. (Exodus 17:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:4)

2. Christ is the rock of judgment. (Isaiah 8:1 4, 1 Peter 2:8)

3. Christ is the rock of provision. (Isaiah 26:3, 4) Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee because be trusteth in thee. Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is the rock of ages.

4. Christ is the foundation rock. (Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22)

5. Christ is the foundation rock of the Church. (Matthew 16:16, 18, 1 Corinthians 3:11, Ephesians 2:20-22)

6. Christ is the destroying rock of the Second Advent. (Daniel 2:35)

Habakkuk 1:13-14
13  Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?

14  And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them?

KEY WORDS
Purer


towhor

Pure in a strictly chemical sense
Behold


rawaw

To look into the heart of, perceive fully.
Evil


Ra’a

Evil as the policy of Satan, opposite to God’s policy.
Look upon

nawbat

look intently at as interested in it.
Iniquity


awmal

iniquity, mischief, wearisome troubling behaviours – annoying.
Treacherously

bawgad

Deceitful, fraudulent, covering the acts.
Holdest


charash

Be silent before them – for you will act not waste words on them.
Devoureth

bawlah

Swallow up so it is no more…
Makest


awsaw

Make, accomplish a plan and creation…
Ruler


mashall

Have dominion, rulership by natural right, power and control.
REFLECTION
The prophet now directly addresses the Lord God of Israel and affirms the righteousness of God and the bafflement he feels as he sees evil men slaughtering his people.  Even though the Jews are not as righteous as they were supposed to be, the enemy were slaughtering them like cattle and they were certainly not righteous at all!   The Babylonians are all powerful and their might does not make them right, and yet they are the winners and the slaughterers of the good neighbours of the prophet.  He is offended and baffled!  Psalm 5:4-5, 11:4-7, 34:15-16.
Even though he sees that the Lord is using the Babylonians to punish Judah he cannot get his head around the awfulness of the judgment and the numbers of people slaughtered and the evil nature of the men doing it.  How could the Lord look on and see even his disobedient people suffer this badly, for they were his carnal people.  They were carnal but they were the sons of Jacob and surely the Lord wouldn't let this awful thing continue?  They are being treated like fish being chopped up for the table and like the creeping vermin that are exterminated without thought!  

The prophet has to come to terms with the fact that the carnage continues to its inevitable end, and the carnal people of God are all judged to a man and woman!  Jeremiah 7:8-15, 23-29, 10:19-25, 13:13-16, 17:7-14.  He is yet to see the full truth, that his people, his own extended family, have all disobeyed the Lord to such an extent that there is no hope for them, and that they have been handed over to men far more evil than they are, but they have no complaint against God for this, for they have chosen paganism over spirituality, and so must take what paganism delivers to them.
There is a time when the Lord will delay judgment and carnal believers have lots of time to repent, and there are times when the time has run out and they need to move quickly onto their knees!  Sadly for this generation of Judah their time has run out and they will be judged now.  They have had ample time to repent and they have failed to use it.  Their day of grace is over and judgment has begun.  Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:12, 2 Corinthians 6:2, Hebrews 3:7-8, 13-15.
Hebrews 3:14 – 4:8

“14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;

15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.

16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.

17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?

18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?

19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

4:1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.

2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.

3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.

4 For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works.

5 And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest.

6 Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief:

7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

8 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.”

APPLICATION
1.
There is a day of grace and there is a day when the grace offer ends.  Sadly for those who persist in carnality the time comes when they have become so slack towards the things of God that they don't notice judgment coming and so are overwhelmed by it.  They have had time, but there is sadness when we see such things, for we humanly want them to have more time, but God sets his own limits and let us preach this with power, for slack people need to realise that God is not waiting for them!
2.
Judgment will come upon all who ignore God’s holy demands.  Let us preach this truth with more focused attention to these details, least we face the sadness of Habakkuk over our own family members.
Isaiah 64:6-12
“6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.

8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

9 Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people.

10  Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.

11 Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are laid waste.

12 Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O LORD? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?”

Habakkuk 1:15-17
15  They take up all of them with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: therefore they rejoice and are glad.

16  Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous.

17  Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually to slay the nations?

KEY WORDS
Take up

awlaw

causes them to ascend – lifts them up with…

Angle

khakaw

a hook that draws fish/people upwards.
Catch

gawrar

drags roughly and violently upwards.
Gather them
awsaf

assemble and gather together captives.
Rejoice

sawmearch
rejoice, make merry, be joyful, exult over others.
Sacrifice

zawbach

sacrifice with blood shed.
Portion

khaylek

allotment, inheritance, share of the spoils.

Plenteous
bawree

fat, plump, well fed and healthy.

Empty

rook

poured out, lost fluids that seeped out, empty before they realise it.

Spare not
hawrag

smite to kill with deadly force.
REFLECTION
The Babylonian soldiers are like hunters catching prey and they take pleasure in catching and murdering human beings as others hunt and kill vermin in the fields.  These men consider the death of a man like that of a rabbit or fox.  They rejoice over the death of enemies like hunters boast of their biggest deer, or anglers speak of the largest fish.  They rejoice over their “bag” of trophies, and some of these men actually collected the heads of their enemies and stacked them outside their camps as a boast of their “efficiency”.  They will be judged, but not yet!   They will fulfil their job of destroying the Jewish pagans first.
These are soldiers who will torture a prisoner to death in their camp and party around him as he dies!   They looked upon other races and cultures as different “beings” and as “game” not human.  This racism has been with us since the beginning of time and is behind all satanic systems.  The Nazi regime considered the Russian people as “sub-human” and so could murder them without any thought or moral censure.  When the Nazis were defeated by the Russian Armies they realised their error, but too late to save their civilian population from rape and murder at the hand of the avenging Russian Armies.  

All evil will create other evils and racism goes hand in hand with rape, torture, and murder.   The Babylonians offered up sacrifices to their military hardware, as did the Romans later, and dedicated themselves to their standards and the gods that appeared upon them.  They celebrated and worshipped the “gods of war” and so celebrated all forms of inhumanity and cruelty.  Habakkuk is baffled at the fact that they are getting away with this against the Jewish people, but he is slowly seeing that the Jewish people have placed themselves under these evil men by simply walking away from God and into paganism themselves. 
APPLICATION
1.
There is no limit to evil when men worship satanic systems and the demons behind the pagan gods.   They will have their day under the sun and then they will be judged, but we must ensure we are not judged by them!
Notes
CHAPTER TWO

Habakkuk 2:1-2
1  I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.

2  And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.

KEY WORDS
Stand

mishmehreth

Stand guard as an alert soldier on watch.
Set me

yetsabe


Stand firmly, be firm in resolve to do what is right.

Watch

tsawfaw


I will peer into the distance, watch as a clear sighted guard.

Say unto

dawbar


Say against me.

Answer

shoob


Return an answer (words or deeds)

Reproved
tokakath


Chastisement, correction, rebuked.

Write

kawthab


engrave – into clay tablet or stone.

Make it plain
bawar


engrave clearly, make it very easy to read by all.


Run

roots


run as a speedy messenger
Readeth

quaraw


reading the proclamation – and seeing the authority of it.

REFLECTION
The prophet is the “watchman” of the state in Judah, God’s representative, responsible for warning the people of coming judgment.  The Lord holds the prophet personally responsible for failure to warn people of coming catastrophe.  Ezekiel 3:17-20.   The prophet’s call to serve the Lord’s people is the call to tell the truth in difficult times, whether people will hear or not, and whether they hear of not he is to keep speaking truth until death silences him.  There is no retirement for the prophetic voice.  Isaiah 29:13, 50:7-9, Jeremiah 1:6-8, 18-19, Ezekiel 2:1-6, 3:1-6, 33:1-7, Amos 7:12-16. 
Habakkuk affirms that he is “standing upon” his role and responsibility, and that he will, even though he has many questions for the Lord, he will continue to fulfil his role.  Psalm 73:16-17, Isaiah 21:8-12. He will set himself firmly upon the top of the high tower where he can see the furthest.  This is a way of saying that he will “position” himself in the optimal place for spiritual insight and service.  The “high tower” was the safest place, but also the place from where you could proclaim the truth to the most people below you.  He seeks the place of greatest safety, the place of maximum observation and the place for best proclamation.  Now it may be a literal “high tower” on the wall of Jerusalem where he bases himself, but it may simply be his quiet place of prayer and may not be a literal tower at all.
He sets his face to watch and wait upon the Lord.  He is not watching so much for the enemy, as waiting to see what the Lord is doing and what the Lord is going to say to him.  He is ready to be corrected and rebuked by the Lord, for he sees that things are happening that he doesn't understand, and he doesn't blame the Lord, as others do, but has laid out his bafflement before the Lord.  He recognises that because he doesn't understand these things, he must be ready to be rebuked and corrected, for he is clearly lacking in some insights as a prophet, for he does not see what the Lord is doing and that is his job!  He seeks the Lord’s correction and clarity.  Proverbs 3:1-8.
Psalm 85:8-10

“8 I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.

9 Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”
He waits upon the Lord in his quiet place, and he expects by faith that the Lord will speak grace and truth to him, for that is the Lord’s character.  The Lord meets him and gives very specific instruction as to what he is to do and say to warn the people with absolute clarity regarding the message.  God wants his revelations to be made known to his people.  The prophet must be specific and clear so that the people know exactly what to do.  1 Corinthians 14:6-8.  The words must be written down as evidence of what is said so that the prophet is held to his revelation and judged by its truthfulness later. Isaiah 8:1, 30:8-12, Jeremiah 36:1-7.  
Habakkuk is to write clearly upon parchment, and engrave clearly upon stone/clay, and he is to do so in large clear letters so that all may read, understand, and act appropriately with the information received.  They are not to be “forgetful hearers” but respond to the truth and act decisively.  What is required of these people now is to “run for their lives” and warn others and so save themselves and others.  The day for quiet polite debate and discussion is over; they must now hear and run for their life!  

James 1:19-25
“19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”

APPLICATION
1.
When we lack clear facts and specific instruction we are to wait upon the Lord in our “quiet place”.  Let us wait in prayer and hear the Lord speak into our heart in grace and truth.
2.
The Lord has clear instructions to give us all and we are to expect them and wait for them.  If we doubt, we are to pause and pray more.  When we have our orders we move into them in absolute obedience.
Habakkuk 2:3-4
3  For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.

4  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.

KEY WORDS
Appointed

mowadah
appointed time, festival, a place of meeting.


Shall speak

pooark

will fan like a breeze, pant, get its message across.
Lie


kawzab

will not deceive or lie (as the enemy has done).

Tarry


morhah

though it appear to delay, or be reluctant to be seen.

Wait


khawkaw
wait, long to see it, wait for it.

Lifted up


awfal

swelled up with pride, presumption.
Upright


yawshar

straight, even in dealings, pleasant, prosperous pleasing.
Just


tsadiq

The just, righteous, lawful
Live


khawyaw
revive, bring life, preserve alive, recover life/restore life
Faith


emoonaw
fidelity, stability, truth/integrity in steady walk
REFLECTION
The vision that will now be unfolded to Habakkuk is a difficult one for him to comprehend, and it has created confusion on the part of many commentators.  In this chapter he will see the judgment of the Lord upon Babylonia, and in the next chapter he will see the judgment upon the second great power to bring in the fifth cycle of divine discipline in judgment upon God’s people; he will get a terrible glimpse of the last days of the Great Tribulation period when new Rome under the Anti-Christ is going to be judged for their evils.  

The last two chapters of the prophetic word of Habakkuk are tied together under the themes of the “Fifth Cycle of Divine Discipline for Israel”.  Daniel will receive the clue to understand both visions clearly in his visions.  The first Empire to be used to judge the Jews is the “head of Gold”, Babylon, and the last will be the Roman Empire.   It will be in two phases, as Daniel will see. The first phase will be the actual 5th Cycle’s beginning, 40 lunar years after the Cross in 70 AD.  It will end with the total judgment upon the revived Roman Empire, the “feet of clay and iron”.  Daniel 2:31-45.  The first time the 5th cycle is used the Gentile nation will be led by the greatest king of man, Nebuchadnezzar, and he will find faith, but the last Gentile Empire will be headed by Satan’s greatest man, the Anti-Christ, and he will try to destroy all faith upon the earth. Daniel 7:7-14, 19-27, 8:8-13, 9:27, 11:21-45.
Habakkuk is given the key first revelation about the coming two impositions of the 5th Cycle of Discipline upon Israel, upon which Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, The Lord Jesus himself, and John the Apostle will build.  Habakkuk will see the Lord’s absolute justice in what he does in his own day, and then what he will do in a future day.  Babylon will be judged and old/new Rome will also be judged, but the plan relating to them and their leadership will be worked out first, all to the glory of God and the salvation and deliverance of those who walk in the Holy Spirit in the nation Israel.  

The nation Israel has become apostate in Habakkuk’s day and will be taken into a 70 year captivity (Jeremiah will receive the revelation of the actual time frame and Daniel will be given further information – Jeremiah 25:11-14, 29:10-14, Daniel 9:1ff.).  The nation will have become apostate again when for the second time the 5th Cycle is applied in 70 AD.  It is of great prophetic significance that this will occur forty lunar years (prophetic years – one biblical generation – and the same time frame as the Exodus) after the rejection of the Lord Jesus as Messiah by the nation.  Daniel 9:25-26.  Salvation and deliverance will come to the nation Israel when they turn finally to the one “who they pierced”.  Zechariah 12:10ff.
In the first imposition of the 5th cycle by the Babylonians fewer than 5% of the nation of Judah will survive.  Under the Romans over 2 million will die, but at least a third of the nation will survive and be dispersed.  The nation Israel remains dispersed today, although their “dry bones” (spiritually carnal and apostate) are back in their historic land.  Ezekiel 38-39.  The last phase of this second imposition of the 5th cycle of discipline is yet to unfold, and will do so under the Anti-Christ figure as detailed by Daniel and John in Revelation.  Zechariah, 100 years after Habakkuk, will receive the revelation that in that last period, which we call the Great Tribulation, one third of Israelis will come to faith and survive.  Habakkuk will get the first visions, recorded by him in Chapter three of the situation at that time.  
Habakkuk is told that the things he will see are for an “appointed time”, and this is the first clue that what he is to see is not just for his own day, for the term here refers to a “festival/holy feast”.  The most likely reference here is to the Feast of Tabernacles, which recalls the Lord’s provision for Israel in the wilderness after the Exodus.  It is the feast that also looks forward to the days of the Great Tribulation and the Second Advent of the Lord to deliver his besieged people and establish them in the Millennial Kingdom.  

He is told, exactly as John is later told about the Great Tribulation, that once things start to happen, that they will flow quickly and not stop until the end comes. Revelation 6-19.  There will be “no tarrying” once God starts to judge mankind for apostasy.  The days of grace come to an end, and once the Lord moves it is with speed and precision and the lost die and the spiritual are delivered.   These things will “surely come”, and the prophet hears the terrible news that judgment is about to unfold and there will be no stopping it once it begins.   
He also hears that the days of “fence sitting” for his people are well and truly over, for all people must choose where they stand at this time.  They must either stand for God or for the satanic viewpoint.  They are either “lifted up” in their own arrogance and self confidence (Satan’s human viewpoint philosophy = “Evil”), or they are on their knees in humility before the Lord.  John 3:16-36, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 1 Peter 5:5-7.  
The contrast between the “unrighteous” and the “just” is painted strongly by the Lord to Habakkuk, and the second half of this verse is quoted three times in the New Testament.  If we divide the last part of the verse up into its three sections we have the three passages forming a commentary and expansion of Habakkuk’s revelation:
The Just 
– 
Romans 1:16-19
Shall Live 
–  
Galatians 3:11-14
By Faith 

– 
Hebrews 10:38 – 11:2.
Remember the context of this revelation from the Lord to the prophet Habakkuk, and see Paul’s later three stage revelation in terms of the initial incident into which the revelation was made. Habakkuk is facing doubts and concerns about the plan of God, and wonders what the Lord is doing in his day.  He knows God is just and fair, but what he sees is concerning him and he needs to understand the Character of God and Plan of God in his day and thereafter. He is the “just man” caught by baffling circumstances here.  He gets clarity as he steps out in faith and seeks the Lord’s guidance.
God’s revelation to Habakkuk is the principle of “walking by faith” that we see unfolded in the three New Testament passages and in places like Ephesians 5:18ff, where we are told to walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit.   Habakkuk, like us, must step out in obedient living daily into a situation that he faces that has no real answers on the street, but there are answers in the heart and plan of God.  God is doing something in his day, but it is a serious and powerful judgment.  It is frightening and terrifying but it is the only thing left for God to do with these people, but it is not the end for them.  They can still repent, and some will, and those who do will be saved.  Those who walk by faith will be declared justified and will be delivered and live.  John 3:36, 10:10, 1 John 5:10-12.
APPLICATION
1.
The believer is challenged by circumstances to see that God’s character and plan is to be more real to them than the physical reality that surrounds them.  We are to step out into the walk of faith where we trust the Lord’s Character and Plan and rest in his provisions.  
2.
In days that are growing darker we can panic if we read the newspapers and the challenge is to read the Bible and trust the Plan of God rather than the predictions of the newspaper commentators.  These are days to study the Word intently, not to heed the words of the paperback prophets.   Let us rest upon the sure foundation of God’s truth.
DOCTRINE
PROPHECY – DANIEL'S SEVENTY WEEKS

1. Scripture:- Daniel 9:24-27

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. " (Daniel 9:24)

2. What is a week?  In the ancient world both Greek and Latin philosophers knew the week, as the week of years. In this system one week equals 7 years. Thus seventy weeks equal 70 x 7 years = 490 years.

3. What Type of Year?  The year used in scripture of Daniel's time was the Jewish year which Abraham had preserved from his Chaldean home. Abraham's year was the lunar year and consisted of 360 days. The period stated then is 70 x 7 x 360 days giving a total of 176 400 days.

4. Who are Involved?  'Thy people, thy holy city' refer to the Jews and Jerusalem or Judea. We therefore have a period of 490 years involving the Jews and Jerusalem.

5. When Does this Period End?

a) In the second half of verse 24 the end of the period is given by six separate events:

i) to finish the transgression - the start of the Millennium at the 2nd advent.

ii) make an end to sins - perfect environment starts at the 2nd advent and continues for a thousand years. (Romans 8:19-21)

iii) make reconciliation - since AD 70 the Jews have been dispersed amongst the nations, they will continue to be dispersed until Jesus Christ calls them back to their land at the 2nd advent.

iv) bring in everlasting righteousness - the millennium starts a period of everlasting righteousness with the reign of Christ, this everlasting righteousness continues into the eternal future. This period starts at the 2nd advent.

v) to seal up the vision and prophecy - the 2nd advent fulfils the Abrahamic, Palestinian and Davidic covenant and this prophecy.

vi) to anoint the most Holy - at the 2nd advent Jesus is anointed King of Israel.

b) The terminal point in all six statements can therefore be said to be the 2nd advent of the Lord Jesus Christ or the midnight hour of (Matthew 25:6). We thus have a period from (Daniel 9:24) of 490 Jewish years each having 360 days terminating at the 2nd Advent.

c) In the next three verses the period of 70 weeks is carefully divided into three sections.

d) "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks (49 years) and three score and two weeks (434 years):the streets shall be built again, and the wall even in troubled times. " (Daniel 9:25)

e) We have therefore three periods into which the 70 weeks is split - 7 weeks + 62 weeks leaving a balance of 1 week. 

Expressed in years we have 49 years + 434 years + 7 years.

6. What is the Starting Point?

a) There were three edicts issued by Persian princes dating after the time of Daniel and relating to the Jews returning to their homeland, they were:-

i) The edict of Cyrus in 538 BC to rebuild the house of the Lord (Temple) (Ezra 1).

ii) The edict of Darius in 520 BC to rebuild the temple which is found in (Ezra 6) Darius' edict was to confirm Cyrus' previous order, the temple works having been stopped after the death of Cyrus.

iii) The edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC (Nehemiah 2)

b) Inspection of Daniel 9:25 shows that the critical commandment which starts the 70 weeks clock ticking was the order to rebuild Jerusalem not the temple. The correct order was the edict of Artaxerxes in 445 BC The practice of Persian Kings was to issue such orders on their New Years day, the 1st of the month of Nisan. Using the services of the Astronomer Royal in London, Sir Robert Anderson, was able to determine that the 1st Nisan of 445 BC occurred on 14th March 445 BC. We therefore have the following date:-

c) 14th March 445 BC -- 490 years -- 2nd Advent

d) It also states that Jerusalem will be rebuilt with its walls completed after 49 years (7 weeks) in difficult circumstances. There is considerable biblical evidence that Jerusalem was rebuilt under very difficult circumstances.

e) "And after three score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself. " (Daniel 9:26a)

7. Who is the Messiah? - Jesus Christ!

In Luke's gospel on entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, just prior to his crucifixion, the crowd welcomed Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah (Luke 19:38) this being the only time when he was so called by the mass of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

8. When was He cut off?

According to (Luke 3:1) Jesus Christ was baptised in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar. As his ministry was three years in length, the entry into Jerusalem occurred in the 18th year of Tiberius. Searches of literature including, 'The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire' by Gibbon, has shown that Tiberius became Caesar in 14 AD Entrance into Jerusalem was therefore on Palm Sunday 32 AD Again by computation the date of Palm Sunday 32 AD was 10th Nisan or 6th April AD 32, the crucifixion occurring on 9th April AD 32.

9. If this is correct, we should find correlation between the 483 Jewish years to the cutting off of the Messiah and the time between 14th March 445 BC and 6th April AD 32. The time between these two dates is 476 years and 24 days. Total number of days are therefore as follows:-

476 years x 365 days =
 173,740

14/3 to 6/4 = 
24

Leap years = 
116

TOTAL = 
 173,880 days.

Jewish time:  483 x 360 = 
173,880 days

10. Our scale now shows:-

14th March 445 BC -- 483 years -- 6th April 32 AD

11. The following questions now arise:

Has the second advent of Jesus Christ occurred? - No.

Is it longer than 7 years since Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem? - Yes.

Therefore there must be a gap between the 69th week and the 70th week.

445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- GAP -- 7 years -- 2nd Advent

12. This gap has been filled in God's view of history by the church age. (see topic of Intercalation).

The 70th week which is 7 years in length therefore starts at the end of the church age - at the Rapture. These 7 years of the 70th week are the worst 7 years in the history of man - the tribulation.

13.  CONCLUSION The course of this 70th week is denoted in (Daniel 9:26b, 27).

a) "and the people of the prince (the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire) that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and until the end of the war, desolations are determined.

b) And he (the dictator) shall confirm the covenant (mutual defence pact) with the many (the Jews) for one week (7 years) and in the midst of the week (31/2 years) he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, (this refers to the erection of a statue in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, see Revelation 13:11-15). even until the consummation (the 2nd advent) and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (the dictator will be judged and cast into hell, see Revelation 19:20)."

c) We thus have Daniel's 70 weeks divided as shown:-

d) 445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- CHURCH -- unspecified period of time -- RAPTURE -- 7 years -- 2nd Advent

THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

1. The Tribulation is actually the last seven years of the Age of Israel (see above)

2. General Scripture (Revelation 4-19)

3. Limits:  Rapture to Second Advent

4. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 7 years. (Daniel 9:27)

b) Means of Salvation - faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - completed Canon.

d) Evangelists - 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7). Also angelic evangelists (Revelation 14:6-7)

e) Major judgements - a succession of judgements upon the unbelieving world  (Matthew 24:21)

f) At death believers - Heaven (Revelation 15:12)

g) At death unbelievers - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - specialised priesthood - Jews.

i) The Law - no Law (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - assists believers but does not indwell.

k) Environment - sinful - Antichrist and Satan rule the whole world.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth for first 3 1/2 years; cast down to earth for second 3 1/2 years (Revelation 12:9)

m) Rebellion - Armageddon, one world political and religious system

n) Spirituality- resting in the promises of God.

o) Three sets of Judgements - seals (Revelation 6), trumpets (Revelation 8), judgements (Revelation 15,16)

TRIBULATION IN MATTHEW 24

The second half of the Tribulation or Great Tribulation is portrayed in (Matthew 24)

1. It commences with the erection of the abomination of desolation, the statue of the Antichrist being erected in the Temple in Jerusalem. (v 15)

2. Believers in Jerusalem are told to flee to the mountains of Ammon, Edom and Moab (v 16-20)

3. It will be a time of maximum terror and pressure with many false Christs, signs and wonders. They are not to be led astray as believers as they know that when the Lord returns He will be seen by all. (v 21-26)

4. The next item seen is the smiting of the armies by the Lord Jesus Christ as He returns. (v 27-28)

5. The glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, visible to all, and the gathering of Israel from the four corners of the earth to the land now occurs. (v 29-31)

6. The fig tree prophecy shows that with the emergence of Israel and many other nations we are the generation that will see the Second Coming of Christ. (v 32-35)

7. The passage concludes with a warning to be prepared for the return of the Lord in glory. (v 36-51)

FEASTS OF ISRAEL

1. In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers.

2. In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

3. THE PASSOVER (Deuteronomy 16:1-8, Leviticus 23:5) 

Historically

a) This feast originated on the night when the angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt immediately prior to the children of Israel leaving their bondage under Moses.

b) A male lamb without blemish was killed on the 14th Nisan having been brought into the house 4 days before, great care being taken that not a bone in its body was broken. (Exodus 12:1-6)

c) The lamb was roasted, eaten with bitter herbs and any portion left was burnt. (Exodus 12:7-10)

d) In the original Passover the blood of the Lamb was daubed on the doorposts and lintels, any such house being spared from the last plague against Egypt. (Exodus 12:21-28) All plagues were against the gods of Egypt.

e) The Passover was on the anniversary of the promise to Abraham. (Exodus 12:41)

Fulfilment

a) The sacrificial lamb represents the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7)

b) Christ died on the 14th Nisan on the cross having entered Jerusalem, the Holy city 4 days before on the 10th Nisan.

c) When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves they found Jesus dead so no bone in His body was broken. (John 19:32, 33)

d) The roasting of the lamb represents judgement, the bitter herbs representing sins or failures.

e) The eating of the lamb represents faith in the work of Christ i.e. eating and drinking at the communion table.)

f) By faith in Christ we are protected from the final judgement of God. (Romans 8:1)

Currently

a) Each time we celebrate the Lord's Supper we are looking back to the cross and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

b) This could also represent salvation to the believer.

4. UNLEAVENED BREAD (Leviticus 23:6-8)

a) This feast lasted for seven days starting on the 15th Nisan and portrays the provision and fellowship with God.

b) The bread was unleavened due to the need to leave Egypt with utmost haste. In addition the wine was without leaven or alcohol - the wine being boiled during this feast. This has been found in Chaldean army instructions when it was feared that the Jews could revolt during the time of unleavened bread if they were served with alcoholic Chaldean beer.

c) As God can have nothing to do with sin God's provision is without leaven as leaven represents evil in the scriptures.

d) There are various forms of leaven in the Bible:-

i) Leaven of the Sadducees - human viewpoint (Matthew 16:6)

ii) Leaven of the Pharisees - ritualism (Mark 8:15)

iii) Leaven of Herod - worldliness (Mark 8:15)

iv) Leaven of the Corinthians - wantonness (1 Corinthians 5:6, 7)

v) Leaven of the Galatians - legalism (Galatians 5:9).

e) Bread made without leaven shows the perfection of Christ (Leviticus 2:11).

f) This could represent the Christian walk for the believer.

g) The unleavened bread was cooked on a griddle which caused the bread to have stripes. It also had holes. By his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5) They will look upon him whom they have pierced (Zechariah 12:10).

5. FIRST FRUITS (Leviticus 23:9-14)

a) This feast always occurred on a Sunday and was celebrated on the 17th Nisan.

b) This feast portrayed the resurrection of Christ and occurred half-way through the feast of Unleavened Bread.

c) Christ is said to be the first fruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)

d) Christ rose 3 days after his death on the Passover.

e) The Jews crossed the Red Sea 3 days after leaving bondage.

f) The ark rested on Ararat on this very day after the flood. (Genesis 8:4)

g) This could represent the resurrection body for the believer.

6. PENTECOST (Leviticus 23:15-21)

a) Pente - fifty - this occurred always on a Sunday 50 days or a week of weeks after the first fruits, generally in May or June. (Leviticus 23:15)

b) It represents the dispersion of the Jews which occurred historically in AD 70 and there followed a long gap to the next feast representing the long time the Jews would be out of the land.

c) Pentecost in the year of the crucifixion was the day on which the Church age started with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:1-4).

d) At Pentecost, 3,000 were born again; at the giving of the law, 3,000 were killed.

7. TRUMPETS (Leviticus 23:23, 24)

a) This occurred in September, the blowing of the trumpets representing the coming of the king. It is the Jewish New Year Day.

b) This represents the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church at the Rapture. The Jews recognise this as the day on which God would again have a relationship with the Jews.

8. ATONEMENT (Leviticus 23:26-32)

a) This occurred ten days after the feast of trumpets. It represents the fact that believing Jews only enter into the Millennium.

b) From evaluation of (Daniel 12:11 & 12) and parallel passages it is apparent that there is a period of judgement at the second advent of some 45 days. This is a period of the wheat and tares, the sheep and the goats. The unbelievers are baptised with fire. (Matthew 3:11,12.) The believers enter the Millennium.

c) This was the only day of the year that the high priest was able to enter the Holy of Holies bringing a bowl of blood, once for himself and once for the nation. (Hebrews 9:6-7). His entry represents the sacrifice of Christ.

d) Christ's sacrifice is the fulfilment of this ritual. Christ only had to make one offering, as he was sinless, for the sins of the world. (Hebrews 9:11-14) On the feast of Atonement red wool, the Atonement Lot, was tied to the temple pillar. After the blood was spilt the lot turned white until the time of the cross. Afterwards it stayed red. This sign showed Christ's once and for all sacrifice.

9. TABERNACLES (Leviticus 23:33-36)

This occurred five days after the feast of Atonement and lasted a week. It represents the Millennial Reign of Christ and the perfect provision and environment provided. (Deuteronomy 16:13-15, Romans 8:19-22)

10. It is of interest that the two feasts that speak of God's perfect provision - Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles - were a week duration whilst the others were for a day, speaking of a point in time occurrence such as the crucifixion, resurrection or rapture of the Church.

11. SUMMARY

a) PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

b) UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

c) FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

d) PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32

e) TRUMPETS to be fulfilled at Rapture of Church

f) ATONEMENT to be fulfilled at Second Advent of Christ

g) TABERNACLES to be fulfilled at Millennial reign of Christ

12. As Paul had seen the literal fulfilment of the first four feasts in some 8 weeks in AD 32 it is hardly surprising that he would expect to be in the "rapture generation" (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:1)

EVIL

1. DEFINITION: Evil is Satan's policy in opposition to God's doctrine. Evil is therefore a collection of beliefs and practises that back up Satan's viewpoint rather than God’s.

2. Evil is not necessarily bad, it is simply a policy that will take you away from the path that God prepared for you. 

3. False religion may be very moral and even ascetic (and therefore look "holy"), but if it is leading people away from God's revealed will it is evil.

4. Often evil can masquerade as "good". People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil doctrine. Romans 7:19,20    

5. Only God’s Word, Bible Doctrine can help the believer distinguish between true good and evil, Hebrews 3:13,14.

6. Only a soul saturated in God’s Word is truly protected from the subtlety of Satan's policy of evil. Proverbs 2:10-14, 3:7, 19:23.

7. Only applied knowledge of God's Word negates and neutralises evil. Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21,   Isaiah 45.

8. The issue for the believer is the daily choice to accept God's Word and therefore protect oneself against evil.  God watches for our choices. Proverbs 11:18,19, 22:3, 24:1-4, Ephesians 5:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3.

9. The company of evil people will distort the thinking of the believer and confuse his/her witness. Isaiah 5:20, 1 Corinthians 15:23.

10. There is no evil in God at all. Psalm 5:4, 1 John 1:5, 4:4.

11. God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire for ever at the final judgement.  Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff

12. In spite of evil still existing in the world due to Satan's on-going presence throughout the Church Age, the Lord is still on the throne, and his hand is on all things. 

13. Satan only does things by "permission" and we are in the Lord's hands and so are, in Christ, safe. Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45:6, 7

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterised by ecstatics)

Habakkuk 2:5
5  Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people:

KEY WORDS
Transgresseth

bawgad

acts deceitfully, betrays, “wine treacherously betrays a man”.
Proud


yawhere

haughty, elated with himself, arrogant.
Keepeth


nawvaw

does not celebrate the home.
Enlargeth

rawchab

makes room, enlarges, “hell opens up to receive him”.


Satisfied


sawbah

is not satisfied, satiated, sufficed.  
Gathereth

awsaf

remove from its right place and gather together elsewhere.

Heapeth


kawbatz

group together, assemble.

REFLECTION
The unjust, unrighteous, and proud man trusts in his own strength and fortifies himself by his “medications”.  Many today are in this category described here, be they going to the local liquor store, or the local drug store/chemist.  So many today are addicted to medications, both prescribed by their doctors, and bought from their local dealers.  Satan has pushed drugs and alcohol since the beginning of time, for he prefers his people “tranquilised” as they slide down hill into Hell.  
Note the biography of the satanic person as Habakkuk has him revealed to him.  Firstly they share Satan’s great sin of pride.  They are arrogant, believing they know that God is nothing and that the believers are fools.  These are people who are full of their own conceit.  Proverbs 18:11, 26:5-16, Romans 11:25, 12:16.  To back up their confidence they drink lots of alcohol, as that provides a dulling of their thinking, and gives false courage. 

Satan doesn't want his people to think too much, or they will start to think about death and judgment.  If he can keep them distracted until they fall off the planet he has won and they join him in the Lake of Fire.  Remember his hatred of mankind; his sole desire is for all the people possible to join him there.   He wants mankind distracted by partying, not valuing the home and the family unit, but breaking it down whenever they can.  
The ultimate distraction of Satan is the pursuit of lust in any form, for there is no end to desires that cannot be satisfied.  It doesn’t matter whether it is sexual, monetary, power, or approval, there is no limit to how much you can have except time and space itself.   Satan wants his people totally distracted away from the reality of God’s holy demands upon them.  If they drink, party and chase pleasure in things they will spend their days and nights in their frantic search for happiness and never find it until they die frustrated and bitter.  John 5:22, Romans 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Hebrews 9:27, 10:27, Revelation 20:10-15.  
APPLICATION
1.
Satan delights in distracting people to their deaths and their entry into the waiting place of hell.  He delights in the knowledge that they will all join him in the Lake of Fire, and our task is to tell the truth to mankind that some might be saved from satanic delusion.  Let us proclaim freedom from all satanic delusions and tranquilisers, be it alcohol, drugs, religion, wealth, power, or whatever….   Jesus alone sets free and so let us lift him up.
2.
Let us preach truth in power, without distraction, and let us proclaim the Saviour from sin and death, for all to hear and all to decide which path they will choose to walk.  Matthew 7:13-23.
Isaiah 5:13-14 as the prophet wrote of Israel’s future demise. “13  Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.  14  Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth (revels in alcohol fuelled partying), shall descend into it.” 

Isaiah 28:1-8
“1 Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine!

2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand.

3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet:

4 And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up.

5 In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people,

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate.

7 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.”

DOCTRINES

JUDGEMENT – GREAT WHITE THRONE

1. The judgement of the Great White Throne is the last judgement. (Revelation 20:11, 15)

2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgement as there is no condemnation for Christians. (Romans 8:1)

3. The last judgement occurs at the end of the Millennium. (Revelation 20:7-15)

4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12)

5. The judgement is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that He is only satisfied by "The Good Work" – the death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15)

DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drinking of alcohol in moderation is acceptable scripturally.  For example: for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, (1 Timothy 5:23, John 2:1-11)

2. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin and foolishness in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7-8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11)

3. Drinking of alcohol is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.

a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4-5)

b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)

c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

4. Drinking of alcohol proved disastrous for certain persons

a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)

b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36-37)

c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)

d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-36)

5. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster, contributing to economic and military defeat, and the destruction of the nation (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28, Jeremiah 13:12-17)

6. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcohol:-

a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour.

b) Destroys brain tissue and disease.

c) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions.

7. Believers should not drink alcohol in circumstances where it may cause others ("weaker" believers or unbelievers) to stumble, or where it will hinder ministry.

Habakkuk 2:6-7
6  Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! How long? And to him that ladeth himself with thick clay!

7  Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto them?

KEY WORDS
Take up


nawsaw

lift up, bring forth to illustrate by way of parable.
Taunting


meleetsaw
a satire, a taunting/ribbing story.

Increaseth

rawbaw

enlarge, exceedingly expand, go overboard…
Ladeth himself

kawbade
burdening themselves with heavy weights of…

Thick clay

abteet

pledges written in “thick clay” tablets, pawned goods.

Rise


koom

rouse themselves up
Suddenly

pehthah

in the wink of an eye, in a moment, without warning.

Bite


nawshak

bite like a snake.

Vex


zooah

agitate, shake with fear, make to tremble, vex/upset.

Booties


meshissaw
plunder, booty, spoil from the conquest of others. 
REFLECTION
These verses are a satirical attack upon the pride centred evil men who are abusing the Jewish people at this time, but the words here apply for all ages.  All the people that these pride filled men have conquered will “take up a parable” against their conqueror, for they will all be judged in hell and the conquered at least see that.  Having been beaten by more evil men they acknowledge their evil and their rightful judgment.  

The only question relating to those who conquer others is, “How long will they last holding onto what is not theirs to hold?”  These people have expanded their empires with borrowed money (“thick clay” = clay tablets – listing their borrowings) and they must fall in time, as all things built on borrowed money will always fall in the end.  Of course all man does is on “borrowed” material and borrowed time, but those who are deceived of Satan will not see that truth!  
The lost are lost because they will not see that all their borrowings are from God!  They have not seen the truth; that all they have by way of goods, and the very days of the time they live, is in truth “borrowed” from God, their creator.  It is the great sin of not recognising that fact that ends each man in hell, and later in the Lake of Fire.  Isaiah sees a vision of this in full divine humour, as he pictures the great sadistic conqueror of his day, Sennacherib, arriving in hell to join his murdered victims, where all together await the judgment of God.
Isaiah 14:9-11

“9 Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.

10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us?

11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.”
We have a saying in English; “The worm will eventually turn”.  It means that the down trodden will eventually “get even” with those who press them down and abuse them.  No matter how great the conqueror, they will be trodden down and their memory broken and smashed.  Look at all the great iron statues of the dictators of Communist Europe, Asia and the Middle East, which were all torn down and destroyed by their freed peoples after the eventual fall of the dictators.  The great rulers are actually just self deceived, for they were but men and will fall like men.  Proverbs 22:19-23, 29:1.
APPLICATION
1.
Unrighteous men have their day, but it is soon over.  No great men are actually “great” in relation to God, and all will fall.   The smallest cancer cell of their body will kill them and their heart one day will stop, and all their money and power cannot stop or delay that day.
2.
Do not envy the rich and powerful oppressor, for he will fall.  Focus only on the job the Lord has given you and do it faithfully and well and the Lord will prosper you in all your ways.
Habakkuk 2:8-9
8  Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

9  Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil!

KEY WORDS
Spoiled


shawlal


plundered
Violence


khawmawce

wrongful violence, hurt to others without any right.
Woe


hoi-ee


Woe, alas, judgment is to come upon….
Coveteth

bawtsah


greed to gain at whatever the cost to others…
Nest


mawrome

elevated nest of the eagle, arrogant place above others
Delivered

nawtsal


snatched away, rescued, delivered.
REFLECTION
The spoilers will be spoiled.  They will leave only a “remnant” of survivors from the peoples they slaughter but that remnant will destroy them.  There are no Babylonians left, and there are no Assyrians left, for all have been destroyed.   They all went too far and came under the judgment of the eternal God who alone lasts forever.   The last great arrogant and Anti-Semitic power bloc was the Nazis and their “Thousand Year Reich” lasted twelve evil filled years and was destroyed.
Blood is not good cement to build anything, and all that is built upon evil will unhinge because of the narcissistic foundation upon which it is built.  The power of the Nazis fell, the Soviet system fell, and the petty despot who rules North Korea will also fall, just as Suddam Hussein fell.  These evil men worship power and the “god of forces” but the forces of Satan are no match for the justice of God.  1 John 4:4.  There is no “eagles nest” that will protect you from the justice of God, nor even from the vengeance of fallen men like yourself.  Hebrews 10:30-31, 12:29.

APPLICATION
1.
There is no end of lust, for it is never satisfied.  What ends it is death, and that always comes to man and takes away all he has built, whether he built it well or by evil.  Those who build up good things build eternal rewards for themselves but those who build upon evil build nothing but regret and despair in the end.  Let us warn our people of the eternal realities and proclaim the only path to eternal happiness.
2.
Let us preach the judgment of God, and remind men of Hell Fire and the Lake of Fire, for it awaits the lost.
Habakkuk 2:10
10  Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy soul.

KEY WORDS
Consulted

yawats

deliberated, taken counsel, advised, determined after advice.
Shame


bosheth

shame, disgrace…
Cutting off

kawtsaw

making an end of, destroying/murdering many people….

Sinned


khawtaw

missed the mark, sinned, forfeited respect, done great harm….


REFLECTION
When people sin against others they do more than just break the laws of God and man, they actually influence their own soul.  These men have consulted with evil, and consorted with demons.  The results of such things are eternal and they destroy happiness in time and eternity for them and others.  They actually destroy their own soul by their evils, and by so doing they destroy their own capacity for happiness and joy.  Isaiah 14:20ff, 33:11ff, Jeremiah 22:30, 36:31. 
This is one of the saddest things about working with the lost, who are determined to remain in Satan’s camp.  They destroy their own soul to the point where they render themselves incapable of human response.  They have done it to themselves, but it is awful to behold, for they are incapable of the actions to save themselves.
APPLICATION
1.
People work very hard to enter Hell and then head into the Lake of Fire.  They have had to turn away from grace and truth all their lives.  Let us ensure by our preaching that we give none excuse or reason to doubt the truth.
Matthew Henry comments: “Covetousness brings disquiet and uneasiness into a family; he that is greedy of gain troubles his own house; what is worse, it brings the curse of God upon all the affairs of it. There is a lawful gain, which, by the blessing of God, may be a comfort to a house; but what is got by fraud and injustice, will bring poverty and ruin upon a family. Yet that is not the worst; Thou hast sinned against thine own soul, hast endangered it. Those who wrong their neighbours, do much greater wrong to their own souls.” 
Habakkuk 2:11-12
11  For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.

12  Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!

KEY WORDS
Cry out


zawak

shriek with anguish
Answer


awnaw

respond, testify, answer
Buildeth


bawnaw

began to build, repair, build up…
Stablisheth

koon

prepare, establish, stabilize… 
Iniquity


owlah

iniquity, perverseness, injustice, unrighteousness…
REFLECTION
It is as if the very substance of nature itself revolts against those who choose evil above good.  This is a funny picture of a very “unfunny” invasion.  The image of a building talking to itself is a funny one, but suits the pagan nature of the people of Judah at the time, and in a way Habakkuk is mocking paganism in this image also.  The pagans believed that all the trees spoke to each other, and so he is just pushing this a little further.  
Habakkuk is also using the image that is apt with invasion and destruction, for the walls were always knocked down and the beams either salvaged or used to burn the entire structure.  If the building has been built in “blood” and the city established in “iniquity” then the destruction of it will be in blood and evil.  The walls will speak/shriek as they crack and break and the beams will crackle and hiss as they burn or are split with axes.
APPLICATION
1.
There is no escape from consequences of behaviours, except with God, who can turn cursing into blessing.  Unless we turn to the Lord we will reap all the evil we have sown.  Let us proclaim this truth that none be without excuse.
2.
Nothing good can be built out of evil.  If men think they can prosper and be blessed through evil they are fools indeed.  Let us walk away from all temptation to use, work with, or cooperate with evil.
Habakkuk 2:13-14
13  Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the people shall labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very vanity?

14  For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

KEY WORDS
Labour


yawgah

toil to the point of gasping with exhaustion
In the fire

bath – esh
only for fire (only to have all things go up in smoke)
Weary


yawoff

faint with weariness, become weary in the battle for materialism

Vanity


reek

emptiness, pointlessness, vanity to no good purpose…..

Filled


mawlay

fullness, satisfaction, 
REFLECTION
Why would you work for things that just go up in smoke?  Why would you work to the point of exhaustion in hot and dangerous work to simply have all you work for lost?  Why would you work hard at evil only to lose it all?  Habakkuk challenges the people of his day to think about where they put their effort and what for.  Paul would say the same to the Corinthian church.  1 Corinthians 3:10-15.
Proverbs 21:29-31

“29 A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he directeth his way.

30 There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the LORD.

31 The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD”
Men face the choice; will they work for things that they materially value but have no eternal value, or for the things that have eternal significance.  If we weary ourselves for things of no value there is no reward for our effort except more deception.  It is this point that Habakkuk is making; all paganism is actually fraudulent.  It makes men work for things that burn away to nothing, and makes them sweat doing things that have no real significance in time and do not last eternally.
The great contrast is then made between the fraudulent work of paganism, and work of God that will be successful eternally.  The Lord will be victorious, and there will be an age upon the earth when all the earth will be as it was meant to be.  Psalm 22:27, 67:1-2, 98:1-3, Isaiah 11:1ff.
APPLICATION
1.
God will be victorious in space and time, and the knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover the earth, and all saved mankind will see what this world could have been except for sin and death.  We will enjoy it in that glorious day, and as we study the Millennial Kingdom let us rejoice indeed now with what the Lord has planned.
2.
Man can either work for the things that matter eternally or they can sweat over the things that do not matter.  Our choice is to serve the lord in joy and power and enjoy him now and rewards forever.
DOCTRINE
KINGDOM – MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the second advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke) (Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the Second Advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from  Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity. (Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

Habakkuk 2:15-16
15  Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!

16  Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the LORD's right hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.

KEY WORDS
Giveth

shawkaw

cause to make drink
Puttest

sawfaw


pour out your wineskin

Drunken

shawkar


make drunk
Look upon
nawbat


look intently at

Nakedness
mawore


nakedness – sexual perversion involved
Shame

kawlone


disgrace, dishonour, shame, reproach, ignominy 

REFLECTION
Notice the intention in giving your neighbour too much drink.  The intention is to sexually abuse and molest him.  This indicates the perverted and sick nature of these people.  They will press their wineskin into the mouth of the semi-drunk friend so that they can sexually molest them!  This is the level that the nation had gotten to by Habakkuk’s day and why they were being judged.  The smell of vomit and urine assailed the nostrils and the stench of it lingered in the streets.  How much different is this from our own cities?
As Habakkuk speaks he is getting the facts in the right order and answering his questions as to why the Lord was judging.  These people had gone way too far, and as I say this I pause and reflect upon our own newspapers which daily tell of sexual perversion as if it is the norm!  We are way beyond the level Judah got to in our modern nations, and we wonder why we are being judged with even nature turning against us!  Isaiah 28:7-8, Hosea 7:1-10.  

APPLICATION
1.
Let us read and weep over these verses, for our own nations are ripe for judgment.  We have taken sin as a light thing and drunkenness and sexual molestation as a thing “that happens”.   We have lost our outrage and this was the path to destruction that Judah walked before us.  Let us preach this powerfully, for unless our people see this and change their lives they will reap what they have sowed also.  
2.
As Habakkuk speaks he sees that God is indeed just in judging and there is no moral case against God’s judgment of them.  They are being judged by people even more evil, that is true, but they are pagans and that is exactly what should be expected from them, but not from Judah!   Let us remember that judgment begins with the house of God.
Habakkuk 2:17-18
17  For the violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

18  What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?

KEY WORDS
Violence


khawmawce

cruel injustice, violence, violent dealings.
Profiteth


yawal


what value, useful purpose, profit from work expended… 
Trusteth


bawtakh


trusts as his refuge

REFLECTION
The terrible things the Babylonians did affected all of nature.  The Lebanon was pillaged for timber with no thought for the great trees and the animals that lived around and amongst them.  They cut down trees with no thoughts at all and killed the animals without consideration.   God was clear in the Mosaic Law that cruelty to animals was an abomination to Him and those who wantonly destroy great trees and creatures of the forest show a hatred of nature and creation that betrays their satanic hatred of the Creator also.   While we do not go to the extremes of the “greenies” all biblical believers will have a love for nature and a reverence towards what God has made.  Those who hate the creation and despise and abuse its creatures, hate the Creator!
Cruelty to animals and nature generally will quickly overflow to cruelty towards mankind, so that the acts of pointless violence in the fields and forests will soon cause the city streets to run with blood.  These cruel soldiers believed that they could get away with violence in other places and yet have their own cities clean, tidy, and safe.  Habakkuk sees that this is not so, and that the violence they have done elsewhere will catch up and destroy them.   As they have done, so will be done to them.
This has happened and we see it even through to today in Iraq and Iran.  These nation states that led the world in culture, plumbing, and architecture are today’s backward nations of hovels and unsafe concrete living apartments where the plumbing doesn't work.  Great Babylon had a canal and irrigation system that made the entire region fertile for hundreds of miles, but today it is desert.    What they did to others has been done to them and their modern descendants cannot even get their plumbing consistently working when 3000 years ago they could!  Only God can judge this thoroughly!
The next challenge to these pagans is around the subject of their idolatry, for they make idols and worship these things that cannot speak or act, and yet they give them that power over their lives!   Those who do such stupid things will eventually lose their ability to think and act intelligently! The great prophets mocked the idol makers and worshippers and did so quite rightly, for idolatry is the height of stupidity and always leads to greater evils and foolishness.  What intelligent man makes an item and them calls it his “god”?   Read Isaiah’s sarcasm from 100 years before Habakkuk.  Isaiah 44 – 45:16, 46:1-7.
Isaiah 44:9-20
“9 They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed.

10 Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?

11 Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together.

12 The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint.

13 The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house.

14 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it.

15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto.

16 He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire:

17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god.

18 They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand.

19 And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?

20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?”

APPLICATION
1.
Let us beware of the same mental attitude that has cost the peoples of Babylon their culture and intelligence.  In their arrogance they abused others and they lost everything, even their ability to have basic services for their own people.  They went back to the Iron Age and they stayed there.
2.
Idolatry is the main reason Judah was punished so drastically.  God hates idols and we can make idols of many things in our world.  Let us worship the Lord alone, and let us ensure that acquiring things does not dominate our values.
Habakkuk 2:19
19  Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.

KEY WORDS
Awake

kootz

awake from sleep in shock….
Arise

oor

stir up, arise, lift up….

Teach

yawraw

instruct, inform, teach….

REFLECTION
Idolatry is such a stupid thing.  What would make any intelligent man worship a piece of wood he has carved and overlaid with silver or gold?   Idolatry can be dressed up in any form, and made to “stand for the divine”, or “represent the divine idea”, but it is just a dumb idol that cannot speak, only sit there as you have made it to.  Isaiah 40:19, 44:7, 46:6, Jeremiah 10:4-9, 51:47.

Psalm 135:13-18

“13 Thy name, O LORD, endureth for ever; and thy memorial, O LORD, throughout all generations.

14 For the LORD will judge his people, and he will repent himself concerning his servants.

15 The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.

16 They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not;

17 They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths.

18 They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them.”
APPLICATION
1.
It is a dumb thing to worship the work of your own hands, and yet arrogant people do so with many items that they have made or “developed”.   We can get carried away with our inventive abilities and give ourselves airs and graces we do not have.  We are mere men and we need to bow our knees to the Lord not arrogantly demand worship from others, or worship the things we have made.  Either way we have become fools.  
DOCTRINE
IDOLATRY

1. Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2. In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, the second commandment prohibits 
overt idolatry.

3. Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-
30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4. Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 
14:7).

5. Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans I:18-25).

6. Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7. Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8. Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has a 
adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9. Idolatry causes the national judgment of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 
2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

Habakkuk 2:20
20  But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

KEY WORDS
Keep silence

Hawsaw

be silent, keep quiet, hold your peace….
REFLECTION
Man may do any manner of things, but the Lord is not impressed, for he remains God, whatever we say, or whatever we do.  The Lord remains in his holy temple and remains God whatever we think.  God doesn't have to “do” anything; He just is God!  All we do is nonsense before Him.  No act of man can impress God.  Psalm 46:10, 76:8-10.
The only question for us is what is the right response to the Lord our God?  The right response isn’t anything at all other than silence initially.  We must simply stop, kneel, and be silent before the Lord.  We have nothing to say to impress God, nor win his approval, we have simply humility and silence.  Zephaniah 1:7, Zechariah 2:13. 
APPLICATION
1.
Humility is the only thing required of men.  Let us bow before the Lord and wait for his instructions.  Let us stop telling God what to do in our prayers and wait upon the Lord in silence more often.  Let us not forget who we are – we are men – foolish men.
CHAPTER THREE

Habakkuk 3:1-2
1  A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.

2  O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.

KEY WORDS
Shogionoth

as per transliteration
dithyramb poetic form, meaning=moral error, aberration 
Heard


shawma


hear, discern, and obey and proclaim

Speech


shemawyaw

God has heard, and formally reported
Afraid


yawray


frightened, in reverential fear

Revive


khawyaw

revive, give life to..

Your work

poal


work, things made by the Lord

Make known

yawdah


make all understand as well as they can…

Wrath


roghez


deep agitation, anger, wrath that comes from the core of the soul

Remember

zawkar


be mindful, bring to the centre of the thinking

Mercy


rawkham

compassion upon, deep kindness, remembering their nature
REFLECTION
This is called a prayer, but as he speaks to the Lord he receives a vision and the prayer relates to the vision he sees, and it is one of the Great Tribulation period.  Habakkuk is seeing the great fifth cycle of discipline upon the nation of Israel, and just as Moses was given terrible insights into the suffering of people in 586 BC and 70 AD, so Habakkuk sees the suffering of the earth itself at the last stage of the final assault upon Israel that ends the second period of the fifth cycle of dispersion of Israel.

The clue that this is more than a simple prayer about what has been seen to date is in the Davidic instructions to the singers and musicians.  This is a poem/ode upon shigionoth, and the meaning covers both aspects of the term.  Psalm 7. It is an ode on the moral decay of Israel and its terrible last consequence, and it is a dithyramb, with slow steady and mournful beats that slows the musicians and singers down so that they pause, reflect and are educated as they sing it.  
He reflects upon all he has seen and the terror felt at the visions.  He is not in abject “terror” however, but reverential fear and awe at the work that God will do in latter days.  He knows that he has seen the “wrath of the Lord”, and he knows now that it is just wrath at sin and evil, but he pleads for mercy to be seen in the midst of it.  He knows the character of God and he knows that mercy will be shown.  
One of the great revelations given to Zechariah is that one third of the Jewish people will be saved in the midst of that terrible time, whereas fewer than 5% are saved in Habakkuk’s own day.  Zechariah 13:9.   Habakkuk cannot save his own people for they will not hear, but through his prayers here he is part of the solution for later days and multitudes will be saved through his prayers for the things he will cover here.   We must remember that prayer leaves time and space when we have uttered it and goes to the throne of grace in eternity.  Psalm 57:1, Hebrews 4:16.  That means that the prayers sent up to God may be answered at any point in time.
God’s preferred work is always revival, and judgment remains God’s “strange work” until the end of time.  Psalm 6:1-4, Isaiah 28:21.  The judgment of 586BC will be over after 70 years and the people will be returned in spiritual revival to rebuild the nation, but that is but the start of the story of what God is going to do with Israel in future days. Jeremiah 25:11-12, 52:31ff, Daniel 9:2ff.  The greatest revival in history will occur in the Great Tribulation period.  It will lead to multitudes beyond counting being saved by the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and others.  Revelation 7:9-17.
APPLICATION
1.
Let us pause and reflect upon the power of prayer and the reality that all our prayers are heard and answered in God’s Plan, and that means they can have eternal significance when rightly related to the Eternal Plan.  All our work and prayers have eternal significance, and so let us work in godly and reverential fear of the Lord.  2 Corinthians 5:10-15.
2.
Habakkuk sees to days beyond our own, and even though he lacks full understanding of what he sees he grapples with it through prayer for the believers of that latter day.  Let us grapple with the things we do not fully understand in and through believing prayer.
DOCTRINES
GREAT TRIBULATION PERIOD   See page 29
CHRISTIAN LIFE – PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered 

The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A king to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

ETERNITY PAST

1. Jesus Christ existed before the foundation of the world in glory with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit

(John 1:1-2; 17:5,24).

2. In eternity past the Godhead agreed to permit sin to become manifest in the world of men before being eliminated forever from the universe (Hebrews 9:26).

3. In eternity past the Son of God agreed to come to earth as a human being to destroy the works of the devil

(1 John 3:8).

4. In eternity past it was ordained that Christ would be slain for the ungodly (1 Peter 1:18-20; Hebrews 10:5-10).

5. In eternity past the world and stars were created by Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:10; Colossians 1:16).

6. Man was placed on the earth to be made "a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men (1Corinthians 4:9).

7. In eternity past believers were chosen in Christ (Ephesians 1:4). Christ is chosen, we share as believers his election.

8. In eternity past a book was written containing the names of those who would believe and survive the destruction of the universe (Philippians 4:3; Revelation 17:8; 20:15).

However, whilst God knew who would believe, he did not coerce human free will.

ETERNITY FUTURE

In eternity future:

1. God reveals to us exceeding riches of His grace (Ephesians 2:7).

2. God brings many sons into glory (Hebrews 2:10).

3. Believers enjoy an inheritance (1 Peter 1:4).

4. It is God's purpose for the church to know the manifold wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10).

5. All former things pass away. There will be no more death, sorrow, pain, crying, sea, night or sun. (Rev 21:1-5,23)

6. The curse will be lifted (Revelation 22:3).

7. All things in heaven and earth will be gathered in Him (Ephesians 1:10).

8. The present creation will be forgotten (Isaiah 65:17).

9. A river of water of life will run (Revelation 22:1).

10. The tree of life will be seen again (Revelation 22:2).

11. The Son of God will rule eternally (Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14).

12. He will still be subject to the Father (John 10:29; 1 Corinthians 15:28).

13. The lake of fire will continue forever (Isaiah 66:24; Revelation 14:11).

Habakkuk 3:3
3  God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.

KEY WORDS
Glory


hode


grandeur, beauty, excellence, glory and honour
Covered


kawsaw


fills up the hollow places, covers with clothes, hides

Full


mawlay


fills, replenishes, completes, satisfies with fullness 

Praise


te hil aw


praise in hymnal form

REFLECTION
Two place names are specifically used here and they were at the time of Habakkuk the places used by the Arab raiders who joined in the pillaging of Judah while the Babylonians were invading the land. 2 Kings 24:2-4, Jeremiah 49:1-22.  These were the peoples who abused Jews in this period, and Jeremiah prophesies against them, and yet the prophet Habakkuk has it revealed to him that all this will change, and deliverance will later come from these very areas to the south and east of the land.  

Teman - This was a city, the capital of a province of Idumea, to the south of the land of Canaan. Numbers 20:21, Jeremiah 49:7.  It is the wilderness area to the south-east of Kadesh-Barnea.  Bozrah is within the area, and Isaiah gets a glimpse, one hundred years before Habakkuk, that something strange was to happen to the south-east, and the Messiah would come from that direction to deliver Jerusalem, after he had dealt with enemies there, and relieved those who were fighting for him there.  Isaiah 63:1ff.   Strange things will happen in this area, and Habakkuk starts to see this, but others will reveal the full story.
Paran - Was a city which gave its name to a province in Arabia - Petraea. Genesis 21:21, Deuteronomy 33:2

It is when we look at the revelation given to Daniel several years later that the picture emerges that is quite different to that expected even today by some biblical scholars. Many say today that the battle between Arab and Jew will go on until the end, but Daniel sees a different story, and the Lord instructs the Jewish believers of the Great Tribulation to flee to the mountains, and the only ones visible from Jerusalem are to the east and the South, in Arab territory.  Daniel 7:7-10, 19-27, 9:27, 11:21-40. 

What Daniel has revealed to him is that although the Arab neighbours of Judah will be judged for their treatment of the Jews in the years 605-586 BC, there will be a seismic shift in the latter days, and all the sons of Abraham, Arab and Jew, will unite against the Anti-Christ.   Matthew 24:16.   It would appear that Anti-Christ’s great error is his idolatry; the one thing that would unite Moslem and Jew to see that Y’Shua/Isa was clearly Messiah and is therefore certainly coming back, and so the Anti-Christ is to be resisted to the death!   As both Jew and Moslem realise that the hated “Christians” were right, they re-read the scriptures they have ignored and they apply them together and resist the Anti-Christ to the end, being relieved personally by the arrival of the Lord.  Isaiah 63:1ff.
Daniel 11:40-45
“40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him(the Anti-Christ figure): and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.

41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape.

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.”

APPLICATION
1.
The places that are centres of hatred towards Jesus and those of us who honour him, will one day be centres of worship and praise for the person and work of Jesus.  Let us see the world’s history in terms that reflect scripture, rather than the newspaper columnist’s views.  They are wrong and the Bible will be proved right yet again.
2.
The Lord is working out his plan and the Arab people are part of his plan.  All the saved children of Abraham will bow their knee before the Lord Jesus Christ and recognise him for who he is rather than what they think of him now.  Step out in that faith and speak boldly of what the Bible says now believer.  Look for the day!
Notes
Habakkuk 3:4-6
4  And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power.

5  Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.
6  He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.

KEY WORDS
Brightness

nogah

dazzling brilliance of light

Horns


kheren

horn like flashes of light/brilliance

Coming


hawyaw

is becoming, is emerging – “from his right hand(power)”
Hiding


khabawyaw
concealing, hiding the fullness of the power


Power


owze

force, strength, majestic strength – awesome power
Pestilence

dehber

destroying plague
Burning coals

rehshef

lightning flashes/strikes, like burning coals at the feet
Stood


awmad

took his stand with strength, planted his feet to stand
Measured

mawdad

extended a measuring line
Drove asunder

nawthar

violently shook and separated apart
Scattered

poots

shattered, scattered around
Perpetual hills

hawraw

mountains, the ancient ones
Everlasting

literally – (his) ways are eternity to eternity to Him = his nature is eternal
REFLECTION
This is a multifaceted and image filled picture of the Second Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Habakkuk’s word from the Lord regarding these things, around the year 605 BC, rests upon the revelation to Isaiah (701 BC) a hundred years before, Isaiah 60-66, and as we have seen in earlier passages, it will be built upon by the Lord himself in revelations to Daniel (535 BC) and Zechariah (520 BC), and then to the apostle John (87-90 AD).   God unfolds these important “end times” doctrines gradually through the centuries, for he wants to confuse Satan as much as possible, but give Holy Spirit filled believers plenty to rest upon.  
Satan is the fake and fraudulent “prince/light of the world”; the “angel of light” who counterfeits genuine spirituality and power.   2 Corinthians 11:13-15.  He claims to have power and majesty that he does not have, and he proves his limitations in the Great Tribulation period when he cannot even fully control the evil forces at his disposal to achieve his evil ends.  It is important to remind ourselves about a key principle in Satan’s character, and the character of those who follow after him.  Evil at its heart is narcissistic, Isaiah 14:12-17, Ezekiel 28:1-19.   This means that all its servants believe they should rule over the others, and so team work and obedience are impossibilities.  

Satan is fake light, but the returning Lord Jesus is the true light of the world.  John 8:12.  He is the one who alone can set men free from the distractions and distortions of satanic thinking.  John 8:31-32, 10:10.   The Lord is the only one who truly “shines” with the divine light that has never been dimmed, and never will be, for he is the source of light.  John 1:3-18, 1 John 1:1-5.   The Lord is light to us in dark places, and Habakkuk needs this assurance just as we do if we are called to walk through similar times.  As we face death and destruction we are called to commit ourselves to the Lord who is light and holds the light for our path to walk through the dangers into heaven itself.  1 Timothy 6:13-16, Revelation 21:23-26.
In the Exodus he was the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire.  Exodus 13:21-22, 14:19-20, Nehemiah 9:12, Psalm 104:2, Isaiah 60:19-20.  On the Mount of Transfiguration the Lord shone with light that came from within, exactly like this description of Habakkuk from 500+ years before.   Matthew 17:1-3, Mark 9:1-2, Luke 9:28-29.  Habakkuk is suffering greatly as he sees his nation torn apart, and the Lord gives him the special encouragement of final victory, and the possibility of praying that victory into the lives of the people of his own day through the prophetic word, and into the lives of the Jews of the tribulation period by their application of these words at that time.  Habakkuk’s prayer will be answered, and many will be saved by his faithfulness in prayer over these things. 
The Lord is described, in the older English translations of verse four, as having the symbol or sign of power in his hand (the hand being the reference to the king’s power), but hiding the power.  The correct translation of the word is not really however best made to be “horns” but rather, horn like, sharp and pointed flashes of light, that come from his hands, (and from his entire body).  The Lord’s first Advent and Second are here contrasted, for in his first advent he hid his power, with it flashing out only a couple of times; on the Mount of Transfiguration as we saw above, and in the Garden of Gethsemane when the troops all fell backwards. John 18:5-6.  In that last day for rebellious mankind however, there will be no withholding of his power, for it flashes forth to judge mankind, exactly as he revealed it would.  John 3:16-36, 8:15-35, Revelation 19:11 – 20:3.
John is given the exact sequence and number of the “plagues” that will afflict unsaved mankind in the days preceding the Lord’s return to judge the earth.  Deuteronomy 32:20ff, Revelation 6:8-17.   He also sees the coals of fire that are “at the Lord’s feet” (preceding his return).  Revelation 6:12, 8:5, 9:2, Psalm 18:7-13.  
The Lord is seen as the one who “measures”, as the judge he assesses and he judges exactly in proportion to man’s sin and evil, and deals with unrepentant man in exactly the right manner.  The nations that have joined together with the Anti-Christ are all shaken apart from their alliance of evil and the “ancient mountains” are removed from their places.   The book of Revelation is very frighteningly clear about the extent of increasing volcanism in the last days of the Great Tribulation, and the build up to that time is prophesied by the Lord.  Matthew 24:7, 29ff, Revelation 8:5, 11:13-19, 16:18.  It is clear that the entire topography of the earth is changed by the events preceding the Second Advent, and the “cities of man fall” at that time.  Revelation 16:17-21.
APPLICATION
1.
Let us join Isaiah, Habakkuk, Daniel, Zechariah and John and pray for the saints of the Great Tribulation period for strength for them as they resist the Anti-Christ until the Lord arrives to deliver them.  Let us remember that prayers made in time enter eternity a millisecond later and so last forever, and our prayers for the saints of that day will be heard by the Lord.  We bless people, even possibly as yet unborn, by our present prayers because all prayer is eternal in its power and significance.  
2.
The present surge in volcanism and earthquake activity is but the precursor to the end, and as believers we are not to be upset or destabilised in our faith by these things, for the Lord told us that this would happen as the days grow darker before the true light shines!  Let us draw strength from the Lord’s Word and walk in his light and Holy Spirit’s power daily now.  The days will grow darker before the dawn, but if we walk with Him we have light for our feet, and stable ground beneath us.  Psalm  18:33-38, 40:2, 56:13, 119:105. 
DOCTRINES
ANGELS – SATAN’S COUNTERFEITS
1. Doctrine of Demons (1 Timothy 4:1)

2. Communion Table (1 Corinthians 10:20-21)

3. Ministers (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)

4. Gospel (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

5. Spirituality (Galatians 3:2-3)

6. Righteousness (Matthew 19:16-28)

7. Power (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

8. Gods (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

9. Religions (Matthew 23)

CHRIST – FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS

1. Old Testament saints had difficulty in distinguishing between the two advents of Christ. (1 Peter 1:10,11)

2. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. (Isaiah 53:7)

3. Old Testament prophecy has Christ coming as the conquering King and Lion of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 11:1-12)

4. Jesus commenced his ministry announcing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17) This connects the first and second advents.

5. Old Testament Prophecy showed that the Messiah would:-

a) Be born of a virgin. (Isaiah 7:14)

b) Be of the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10)

c) Be of the house of David. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 33:21)

d) Die as a sacrifice. (Isaiah 53:1-12)

e) Be crucified. (Psalm 22:1-21)

f) Be resurrected from the dead. (Psalm 16:8-11)

g) Return to earth at his second advent. (Zechariah 8:3)

h) Be seated at the right hand of God. (Psalm 110:1)

6. It should be noted that the return of Christ for the Church (the Rapture) as given in (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) was not revealed in the Old Testament - it is a mystery doctrine of the Church (Colossians 3:4-6)

7. The day of the Second Advent is characterised by supernatural darkness

a) When Christ returns every eye shall see him (Matthew 24:29-30) Christ is the light of the world and he will return to a world covered in darkness (symbolic of sin).

b) The darkness is similar to the darkness of the day of our Lord's crucifixion which hid the Lord Jesus Christ from man's sight whilst he was bearing our sins. (Mark 15:33)

c) The Second Advent delivers the Jewish believers besieged in Jerusalem by the King of the North. (Daniel 11, Zechariah 12:1-3, 14:1-4)

d) Other passages indicating that the day of the Second Advent is a day of total darkness on the earth. (Isaiah 13:9-10, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10-11, Joel 3:14-15, Amos 5:18, Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29-30, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 6:12-17)

8. Heralds of the Two Advents of Christ

A herald is a person who preceded a king in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15)

b) Second Advent

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

1. Physical walking is analogous to the faith rest life: step by step. Romans 14:5,6, Ephesians 5:16-18, James 4:13-15. 

2. Being regularly filled with the Spirit and feeding on the Word are similar to walking.

3. Attacks on believers occur when they are caught off balance. Romans 13:13.

4. Walking depicts the pattern and function of the believers life in time. Philippians 3:18, Ephesians 4:17.

5. It can also represent a backsliding believer who are said to be walking backwards. Ephesians 4:17.

6. We are all told to:


a) Walk in the Spirit. (Galatians 5:16, 25)


b) Walk in the faith. (2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 2:6, 4:5)


c) Walk in doctrine. (3 John 3) 


d) Walk in the truth. (2 John 4)

7. Walking is an analogy for spirituality 


a) Walk not after the flesh. (Romans 8:4)


b) Walking in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)


c) Walking in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)


d) Walking worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)


e) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)


f) Walking honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)


g) Walking in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)


h) Walking in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)


i) Walking in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)


j) Walking circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)


k) Walking as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

LIGHT 

1. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

2. The Lord is the visible manifestation of that light. (John 1:4, 8:12, 12:46)

3. The Lord's coming as the Light of the World was prophesied. (Isaiah 49:6)

4. The light was seen in the darkness of the world. (Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32)

5. The Lord brought light and immortality through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10)

6. Believers are said to be light bearers. (Matthew 5:14-16; John 12:36)

7. We are said to be the children of the light. (John 11:9-10; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 Peter 2:9)

8. Light is necessary for man's existence on the earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:7; Jeremiah 31:35)

9. Divine guidance of Israel was provided by God through light. (Exodus 14:20)

10. Bible doctrine in the soul is portrayed by light. (Psalm 119, 105,130)

11. The gospel is called light. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:10)

12. Salvation brings the believer out of darkness into light just as the planet Earth was brought out of darkness into light by God. (Luke 1:79; 1 Peter 2:9).

13. Satan is the distorter, the angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)

14. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)

Habakkuk 3:7-9
7   I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.

8   Was the Lord displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?

9   Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers.

KEY WORDS
Affliction


awven

mischief, brought to nothing, affliction that terrifies with thought of loss

Curtains


yer ee aw
the land (ha aretz) of curtains – hangings of fabric in their tents

Tremble


rawgaz

quivered, quaked, shook with violent emotion/power (earthquakes)

Cleave


bowquar

cleave, break apart, rip apart, (earthquake fractures opening?)
REFLECTION
The shaking of men indicates fear and judgment on them, but the shaking/trembling of the tent fabric indicates earthquake activity and it is this that predominates the last days of the earth’s history before the Lord returns to establish his kingdom.  Unsaved mankind at that time will feel that the earth is breaking up and being destroyed, but by faith the believers will understand that it is simply being remade ready for its king to return and restore it to perfect environment.
The tents of Cushan (possibly a reference to the unsaved enemies of the Jews in Egypt, Ethiopia, Somalia) are terrified by events, but in the land of Midian (Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States), where the saved Jews have been encouraged to flee, the tent fabric shakes, but there is no danger from these earthquakes in the tents, and their tent alone shakes, they do not.  Habakkuk sees what John has fully revealed in Revelation, that the great divide between the saved and the lost is made complete in these last days, for man has no opportunity to “fence sit”, for the fences are all shaken and destroyed!  The real danger in these days is only for the unsaved in the high rise cities controlled by the Anti-Christ and as we have seen above, these places fall and the unsaved within them are killed to a man.  

The battle bows (most advanced weapons) of the enemies are all “naked” (without their bow strings and so powerless to kill or hurt anyone).  The enemy has been totally and completely disabled by the amazing and overwhelming power of the Lord’s return.  They have made their oaths to support the Anti-Christ but they are powerless to fulfil them for the Lord destroys them all in their persistent rebellion against truth. Revelation 19:1ff.  There is no escape from the “wrath of the lamb”, for his grace and mercy has been total, and so with unsaved mankind’s total rejection of the Cross, there is no holding back the total judgment that is overdue.  Unsaved Men receive full wages for their terrible and persistent iniquity.  Romans 6:23, Colossians 3:6-8, Revelation 6:16-17, 16:1ff.
The great volcanism described here and in the other prophetic passages, but especially in Revelation, will create tsunamis world wide surging to and fro, and the reference here to the rivers cutting their way through the countryside may be a reference to these earthquake caused tsunami that cut river-like paths of destruction through the valleys inland from the fault lines.    We have seen this in recent days in Indonesia after the Boxing Day Tsunami.  After earthquakes that move great areas of sea floor, or collapse mountains into the sea, great tsunami are created and can surge miles inshore up all valleys and over all plains killing everything in their destructive path. 

APPLICATION
1.
God will totally judge the earth and all who are within it.   The persistently lost are unsaved because they want to be and in the last days they will be without excuse because of the clarity of the divine revelation and direct divine judgment poured out upon mankind.  Let us preach the truths about the end times that are just around the corner and so prepare mankind for the days when our present “fence sitting days” are over!
2.
We can be shaken by events, or we can “shake down” doctrines from the Word of God into our soul and apply them into the very fabric of our being and thereby live to glorify the Lord in the darkest places.  We are called to be lights to the world, and as the days grow darker we are to shine out the truth more and more clearly.  Matthew 5:14-16, Luke 6:36-38.
Notes
Habakkuk 3:10-11
10  The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high.

11  The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear.

KEY WORDS
Trembled

kheel

whirled about, spiral movement, travailed…
Uttered


literal paraphrase – you gave the deep waters their voice and they sounded their primal voice
Lifted up


nawsaw

lifted up as in the bringing of an offering
Stood still

awmad

remained stationery, stood inn their place in awe
REFLECTION
We are clearly still reading of Habakkuk’s vision of the last days before the Lord’s return.  He is seeing what John will later see with systematic clarity and record in Revelation 6-19.  He sees things in this vision that he had no frame of reference for in his life, and things that would not be scientifically described until most recent centuries.  He sees here the great heaving upwards of the sea in tsunami created by collapses of the undersea mountain ranges due to earthquake activity.  
The “overflowing water” is the great tsunami he sees, and he notes that they “flow/pass by” each location carrying all in their path before them.  Great waves lift up and crash downwards like great uplifted hands emerging from the depths of the dark seas of the world.  These phenomena are accompanied by great tectonic activity and this is itself always associated with flashes of lightning and thunder that rolls around the heavens.  It is terrible in its sights and sounds to those who do not know these words and realise what is happening.  Psalm 68:7-8, 77:18-20, 97:3-7, Revelation 6:12-17.
Psalm 96:11 - 97:7

“10 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously.

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.

12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice

13 Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.

Psalm 97

1 The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.

3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.

4 His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.

5 The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory.

7 Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods.

8 Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, O LORD.

9 For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all gods.”

APPLICATION
1.
Let us remember that the Creator is the judge, and he will destroy all the works of man and he will judge every element of man, and lift up a new creation from the chaos that evil men have made upon the face of the earth.  The Lord will wipe the slate clean in his coming and then restore the earth to what it was made to be.   Praise his holy name for his goodness and grace, and for the plan that will be worked out, that Satan and all his evil crew cannot stop.
2.
The tectonic plates will move catastrophically, but the Lord who made them is moving them, and so we are to rest in his hands and trust in his re-creative power as we glimpse still today his creative wonder.  Man destroys, but God will re-create Eden here.  Trust in the power and plan and person of the Lord Jesus.    He has a plan and it is being worked out, and it will be right to the end!
Habakkuk 3:12-13
12  Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger.

13  Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah.

KEY WORDS
March


tsawad

steady step, marching to advance towards the assault
Indignation

zaham

great anger and indignation at sinfulness
Thresh


deesh

thresh, break up and beat…

Wentest forth

yawtsaw

heading out with purpose of judgment
Woundedst

mawkhatz
struck the head (Genesis 3:15)
Wicked


ra-ah

the evil ones who have joined the satanic viewpoint
Discovering

yes-ode

the foundation of the structure of the neck revealed - beheaded
REFLECTION
The Second Advent is an invasion, and it will not be stopped by any powers that evil men can bring to bear.  Revelation 19:1ff.  God will bring them to confusion and derision, for they have swallowed Satan’s lie that he has sufficient power to withstand the Creator, and that was always a wicked and pathetic lie.  Psalm 2:4, 59:8.    
The Lord will judge and he will do so totally and completely.  None will escape his perfect justice, and every man will receive all that he has chosen according to the path he selected.  There is only one narrow way; all others lead down hill to destruction and death.  Matthew 7:13-23, Acts 4:12.  He will “thresh” the harvest of men’s souls, and he will separate the wheat from the chaff, the true wheat from the tares of evil.  He will gather the true wheat (Believers) into heaven but the chaff and tares (Unbelievers and False Brethren) will “burn with unquenchable fire”. Matthew 3:11-12, 13:24-30, Revelation 20:10-15.
The salvation of the believers is assured, and the physical deliverance of the believers who are holding out against the Anti-Christ is assured.  The Lord’s return to this earth is to deliver his people and he will be 100% successful in his mission, for he always is 100% successful.  Psalm 77:20, 89:19-21.  Satan has “bruised the heel” of the Lord on the Cross, but the Lord crushes his head at the Second Advent and he is unable to resist further and is cast into Hell. Revelation 20:1-5.  Even though he is released one more time, it is only to sift the volition of the people who have lived during the Millennium and not been seriously tested in their volition towards the Lord.  Revelation 20:6-9.  The Lord will “uncover the neck sinews” of all the wicked ones, and this is a very graphic way of saying they will be executed!

Psalm 68:19-21

“19 Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah.

20 He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto GOD the Lord belong the issues from death.

21 But God shall wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses.”
APPLICATION
1.
God is absolutely just, fair and righteous in his judgment and only the determined lost are judged eternally in the Lake of Fire.  None enter that place who have not rejected fully and finally the Lord as their Saviour.  Preach to the lost, but do not pity them, for they are determined to be so, else they would enter heaven with us in rejoicing.  
2.
God will judge, and so we leave the wicked ones in his hands for righteous judgment and do not “take the law into our own hands”, no matter what the temptation to do so.  Hebrews 10:30-31, 12:29.
Notes
Habakkuk 3:14-16
14  Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly.

15  Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great waters.

16  When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.

KEY WORDS
Strike through

nawkhab
pierced with the sting of a bee, the fatal strike of a serpent
Whirlwind

saw – ar

they rush like a tempest, they sally forth with violent rush
Scatter


poots

to dash to pieces, to shatter into pieces with violent rage
Rejoicing

al-ee-tsooth
exultant rejoicing of soldiers over the bodies of their enemies
Devour


aw-kal

to burn up, devour like hungry locusts
Trembled

rawgaz

tremble with violent emotion
Quivered

tsaw-lal

rattle together, teeth chattering
Rottenness

raw-khob
rottenness, inner decay, weakness at the knees
Rest


noo-akh

settled in a place of comfort and rest
Invade


aw-lawh

come up to invade and destroy
REFLECTION
The advance of the Lord is truly unstoppable and Habakkuk sees the Lord’s army advancing in his vision in a way that brings him to his knees in holy terror as he understands that the judgment coming will set all injustice right, and answer all the cries of the ages for the Lord to move and end evil’s reign.  He sees that nothing in nature stops the Lord’s steady and powerful advance to destroy those who acted as destroyers of the weak and vulnerable.
Habakkuk sees that the enemy came out like the “whirlwind” but they are subdued like a whisper and are no more.  They appeared so fierce and powerful and yet all their power evaporated in the face of God’s response.  They exulted over the death of the weak, but the Lord will simply destroy them all and their boasting will come to nothing as they fall into Hell and later the Lake of Fire.  Isaiah 14:9-11.  

The great tsunamis that sweep to and fro have halted the movement of the Anti-Christ’s Army and his allies are swept away or powerless, but the Lord and his army is not halted, nor even pauses for a second at the great “heaps” of surging waters, but simply passes through them and onwards, destroying the enemy as he goes.  Nothing stands against Him.  
The prophet experiences a total panic/anxiety attack as he sees these things, and do not judge him for lack of faith here, for he has faith, but he is overwhelmed by things he has never seen before.  We have seen the surging of great tsunami, and destructive power of great earthquakes, and the “perfect storms”, either simulated in movies, or actual footage of ships that have survived, and so we have some frame of reference for these things, but the prophet is seeing the entire surface of the earth and the seas shifted in front of his eyes.  
He is a normal man and so he is overwhelmed, but he falls to his knees and prays.  Remember verse one of this chapter and see that all he sees moves him to prayer for his people at this time and he prays for their salvation and deliverance and that prayer is to be answered in full.  He prays for his people in future generations that they, like him, might “rest in the day of trouble”.  It is faith-rest that man needs; a faith that rests in the plan, purpose, power, and person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Let us rejoice in the Lord, through our shaking knees and upset stomachs at times, but let us praise the Lord for his person and plan and the power that he has that will bring all these things to pass.  There is hope in the end, not despair for those who love the Lord and are called according to his purpose and plan.
Isaiah 61:1-4.

“1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

4 And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.”
Romans 8:26-39.
“26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

APPLICATION
1.
The Lord will reign.  Let us praise his holy name and lift up praises to Him in advance of his arrival and encourage the saints today by our words and prayers, and encourage the saints of the future by our prayers.   
2.
Nothing stops the Lord’s return in glory.  The great tectonic upheavals are his doing and so they do not hinder his advance.  The Creator will reclaim what was lost at the Fall of Man.  Express praise and thanks.
Habakkuk 3:17-19
17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:

18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

19  The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.
KEY WORDS
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exult, be joyful, rejoice in
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REFLECTION
For the fig tree shall not flourish,
And there shall be no fruit on the vines;

The fruit of the olive shall fail,

And the fields shall supply no food:

The flocks shall be cut off from the fold,

And no herds shall be found in the stalls:

Yet in Jehovah will I exult;

I will joy in the God of my salvation.

The Vulgate has: - 

Yet I in the Lord will rejoice,

And will exult in Jesus my God.
Let us see the praise and prayer of Habakkuk here in its full expression of his faith now in what the Lord is doing in his day, and what he will do in the future day when he judges the earth and the wicked men within it.  The remedy to fearful situations is the prayer of commitment to the Lord and then songs and psalms of praise.  We praise the Lord because we then reflect our faith that he will deliver us in advance of the deliverance arriving.  Isaiah 61:3.
The total economic and social disaster Habakkuk records here in these verses is exactly what he faced in his days, and yet he commits to worship, and so must we if we would walk with him and the great saints of old.  Hebrews 11-12.  The judgment upon the fruit and prosperity of the land is the judgment of God and the prophet now sees that, and he sees that it cannot be changed this time, for the people have gone too far.  2 Chronicles 35:14-16, Jeremiah 14:1-10, Amos 4:6ff.

Even though the things of this world fade, burn around us, are stolen or are lost, yet the people of faith take their stand upon the rock of Christ and his plan for them.  They affirm in the midst of disaster that the Lord is sovereign and will reign over the earth one day, and that they will see it!  They take their stand upon the truth of the Word of God, and believe its promises regarding the end days ahead of what they see with their eyes around them.  God’s Word is more real than their present experiences.  
We will rejoice, we will sing loudly of the Lord our Saviour.  The Lord is our strength alone, we do not depend upon our manly strength, nor do we rest upon any alliances, but upon the Lord alone.  Psalm 18:1, 27:1, 46:1, 
Isaiah 12:1-6

“1 And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.

2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.

3 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.

4 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted.

5 Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth.

6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.”
2 Corinthians 12:9-10

“9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”

APPLICATION
1.
Our strength is in the Lord our God and Saviour alone.  Let us rest upon Him alone.
2.
Our praise is the right sacrifice to make to the Lord’s glory.  He has done marvellous things and will continue to do things that lift us up to glory.  With Habakkuk let us praise his holy name.
Amen
Auckland 3 June 2012
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