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INTRODUCTION

In our age, we are blessed because we have the written Word of God.  We can simply read the Bible to learn about God and His purpose for us.

But before the time of Moses (about 1500 BC), men did not have the written Bible.  It was Moses who wrote the first books of the Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy – which we call “the Law of Moses”.  The Tabernacle, with the priests, the rituals and all of the instructions associated with it, was a part of the Law of Moses.

God used the Tabernacle to teach people about Himself.  The people had to observe many rituals.  They had to wash themselves in special ceremonies, offer animal sacrifices, and make offerings to God.  God used these things to teach men about His holiness, and what God required of them.  As men performed the rituals, they learned about God, and they demonstrated their obedience to Him.

But all of these things were “shadows” of the real things to come.  God was using these “pictures” to teach men about greater truths (Colossians 2:16-17, Hebrews 8:5, Hebrews 9:9-10).

In this study we will see that the Tabernacle teaches about

· the holiness of God

· the sinfulness of man

· the plan of redemption through the Messiah

· the desire of God to be with His people

We will also see that the Tabernacle is a picture of

· God coming to earth as a man (Jesus) to pay the penalty of sin

· the Holy Spirit indwelling the believer in the New Testament

· heaven itself, and the New Jerusalem, where God will dwell with His people forever

WHAT WAS THE TABERNACLE?

The Tabernacle was a tent.  It was a building, which God told Moses to build while the Jews were in the desert during the Exodus, so that He could “dwell with His people”.  The design of the Tabernacle, including the materials, furniture and rituals, were very important, because they symbolized the very Throne of God in heaven.

The original Tabernacle built by Moses in the wilderness was made of cloth, skins, wood and metals.  About 500 years later, Solomon built a more permanent Temple to replace the Tabernacle.

(Old Testament measurements were usually in “cubits”.  A cubic was measured from the elbow to the tip of finger – about ½ metre.)

The design of the Tabernacle was as follows (refer to the diagram on page 2):

The Court of the Tabernacle was 50m long x 25m wide.  It had a white linen fence (2 ½ m high) around the perimeter.  On the east side was the Gate (10m wide) of white, blue, purple and scarlet material.

Just inside the Gate was the Bronze Altar.  This is where the priests would sacrifice animals as sin (burnt) offerings.

Between the Bronze Altar and the Tabernacle was the Laver.  This was a large bronze bowl full of water.  The priests had to wash their hands and their feet before service, and before entering the Tabernacle.

The Tabernacle itself was made of wooden boards overlaid with gold.  It was 15m long x 5m wide x 5m high.  It had two sections – the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.

The east end of the Tabernacle had a curtain of white, blue, purple and scarlet material.  This was the entrance into the Holy Place.

The Holy Place was 10m long x 5m wide x 5m high.  It contained the Golden Lampstand, the Table of Showbread and the Altar of Incense.

Between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies was another curtain of white, blue, purple and scarlet material, but with cherubim embroidered into it.

The Holy of Holies was 5m long x 5m wide x 5m high.  It contained the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat.  This is where God “dwelt” – the Presence of God.

Covering the Tabernacle, like the roof of a tent, were four layers of materials.  On the inside was a curtain of white, blue, purple and scarlet material, with cherubim embroidered into it.  Above it was a curtain of goats’ hair.  Above that was a covering of rams’ skins, dyed red.  On the outer layer was a covering of badger (or porpoise or seal) skins.

All of these materials, colours and items of furniture taught the Jews something about the Lord Jesus Christ.  We will examine their meanings a little later.

THE PURPOSE OF THE TABERNACLE

God dwelling with man

The Tabernacle was the “house” of God.  It was the dwelling place of God as He “lived” with His people, Israel.  God desires to be with His people and to have a relationship with them.

Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.

Exodus 25:8

The people saw the Presence of God every day –as a cloud by day and as a pillar of fire by night hovering over the Tabernacle (Exodus 40:38).  These manifestations were God Himself.  The people could “see” that God was with them.

Meeting with God

The Tabernacle was where God would meet with man.  Moses was often called to present himself to the Tabernacle, so God could talk with him (Exodus 25:21-22; Numbers 7:89).  In later times, kings, priests and prophets would go to the Temple to ask guidance from God in decisions they had to make.

The place of worship

The Tabernacle had a clearly defined service and ministry.

Only Jews were allowed to enter the outer court of the Tabernacle.  No “unbelievers” were allowed.  Only priests were allowed to enter the Holy Place, to perform service and worship to God.  Only the high priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies, into the very presence of God.

These things point to the fact that only believers can approach God.  And we must approach God according to His terms.  Anyone who refuses to obey God is separated from the blessings and fellowship of God.

The Tabernacle was the place of cleansing and confession of sin.  The Jews were commanded to bring their sacrifices to the Tabernacle as an offering for sin.  By watching the animal die for their sins, they understood that the penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23).

The Levites were appointed as singers to sing praises to God in the court of the Tabernacle (1 Chronicles 23:26).

The Tabernacle was also a house of prayer.  It was customary for Jews to offer praise and petitions to God at the Tabernacle (1 Samuel 1:7-11, Luke 1:10, Matthew 21:13).

A model of the true Tabernacle in heaven

The Tabernacle is a model and representation of the very Throne Room of God in heaven (Hebrews 8:4-5; 9:24).  This is where God dwells.

We will look more closely at this later.

The Tabernacle pointed people to the need for salvation

The Tabernacle was part of the Law of Moses (the Old Covenant).  The Law of Moses cannot save (Romans 3:20).  The purpose of the Law was

· to show the standard of righteousness demanded by God – holiness! (Romans 7:12)

· to prove that every person fell short of this holy standard because of sin (Romans 3:23).  The Law therefore condemned people (Romans 7:7-11, 2 Corinthians 3:7, 9).

· to point the way to the only Person who could save:  the Messiah, Jesus (Romans 3:21-22).

Galatians 3:24 says that the Law of Moses was “a school teacher”, teaching us about Jesus and the way of salvation.

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

Galatians 3:24

The Tabernacle foreshadowed the great promise of Isaiah 7:14 “Immanuel, God with us!” which was fulfilled at the birth of Jesus

… you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins … and they shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, “God with us.”

Matthew 1:21, 23

The name “Jesus” literally means “Jehovah saves”.  This teaches that Jesus would die as the one true Sacrifice which would pay for all sins.  This was symbolized in the Tabernacle by the millions of animals which were killed to teach people about the penalty of sin.

The name “Immanuel” means “God with us”.  God came to earth to live with His people, just as He did in the Tabernacle.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14

THE MATERIALS USED TO BUILD THE TABERNACLE

Throughout Scripture, many things have symbolic meanings.  For instance, fire often represents judgement.  White is used to represent purity or righteousness.  The number 40 is associated with testing or trial.  In the same way, many of the materials and colours used in the Tabernacle can be seen to have symbolic meanings.

The materials used to build the Tabernacle were as follows:

Bronze = judgement

Bronze represents judgement.  It is associated with fire, testing and judgement (Leviticus 26:18-19; Numbers 21:7-9; Revelation 1:15).

This shows that the justice of God must be satisfied before people can approach God.  The penalty of sin had to be paid.

Silver = redemption

Silver represents redemption.  This can be seen from Exodus 30:11-16 and Exodus 38:25-28, where all males who were numbered in the census had to pay half a shekel of silver as a ransom (that is, the redemption price) to protect them from the plague.

Every male – rich or poor – was required to pay this ransom.  This shows that redemption is needed by all, and is available to all on the same terms.  God regards no man as better or worse than another – ALL are sinners, and ALL need redemption through Christ.

Gold = deity

Gold is often associated with deity.  The heathen often used gold to make their idols (Exodus 32:4).  Gold was regarded as the most precious of metals and was associated with the concept of glory.

Gold teaches us that Jesus is God.

Wood = humanity

Wood is a common thing, and speaks of humanity

The wood in the Tabernacle taught about the humanity of Jesus.  The tree growing in the harsh desert conditions (see Isaiah 53:2, a tender shoot growing from a root in parched ground) shows the hope of new life in a place of death.

Badger (or porpoise) skins = humanity

This also speaks of the humanity of Christ.  The skins were very plain and unattractive, a picture that Christ had left His place of glory as God to become a man (Isaiah 53:2-3).

Rams’ skins (red) = blood

Both the ram and the colour red speak of redemption – blood sacrifice, the penalty of sin (Leviticus 17:11)

Goats’ hair = sin offering

The goat is a symbol of the sin offering.  On the Day of Atonement, one goat was used as a sin offering, and another goat was used to “carry the sins of the people away” (Leviticus 16:15, 21)

The colours of the materials used in the Tabernacle were as follows:

Blue = heaven (deity)

This is the colour of the sky (“the heavens”), and comes to represent heaven itself.  In relation to Jesus, it indicates that He is God, who left His place of glory in heaven to come to earth as a man.

Scarlet (Red) = redemption

Scarlet or red, is the colour of blood.  This represents the blood of Christ - the redemption price for the forgiveness of sin (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Purple = royalty (king)

In the ancient world, purple was a very rare colour.  It was the colour of the royal robes of kings.  This is a picture of Jesus as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (John 19:2-3; Revelation 19:16).

White = righteousness

Throughout Scripture, white represents purity or righteousness (Revelation 19:8, 14; Isaiah 1:18).

Some articles of furniture in the Tabernacle were made of wood (humanity) overlaid with bronze (judgement).  Applying what we see from above, these teach us that Jesus had to become a man so that He could be judged for sin.

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree … by whose stripes you were healed

1 Peter 2:24

Other articles of furniture were made of wood (humanity) overlaid with gold (deity).  These teach us that Jesus was both God and man.

… great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh …

1 Timothy 3:16

Jesus is the only one who is equal with God and equal with man, and therefore the only one who is able to truly represent man to God.

There is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 2:5
This is partly why God commanded Moses to make the Tabernacle exactly according to the pattern He had shown him.  God was using the Tabernacle to teach His people.  Therefore, every detail in the Tabernacle was significant.

THE FENCE, THE GATE AND THE OUTER COURT (Exodus 27:9-19)

The Court of the Tabernacle was 50m long x 25m wide.  It had a white linen fence (2 ½ m high) around the perimeter.  On the east side was the Gate (10m wide) of white, blue, purple and scarlet material.

Both priests and “ordinary” people were allowed to enter the Court, so that their animal sacrifices could be offered as burnt offerings.

The white of the fence represents righteousness.  This is the barrier which stops unbelievers having access to God.  It is our (lack of) righteousness which stops us having fellowship with God.

There is none righteous, no, not one …

Romans 3:10

But the Gate pointed the way to salvation.  There was one entry into the Tabernacle.  There is only one way to God - through Jesus Christ.

I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…

John 10:9

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:6

Someone looking at the Tabernacle from the east would see the white of the fence, but the Gate would stand out very clearly because of its colours of white, blue, purple and scarlet.  All of these colours speak about the Lord Jesus Christ – His righteousness (white), His deity (blue), His royalty (purple) and His sacrifice (scarlet).

The Gate (Christ) stands as both an invitation and a barrier – the way to God for those who believe, but the stumbling block to those who refuse.

But we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God

1 Corinthians 1:23-24

THE BRONZE ALTAR

(Exodus 27:1-8)
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Just inside the Gate was the Bronze Altar.  It was made of wood overlaid with bronze.  This is where the priests would sacrifice animals as burnt offerings.  Both bronze and fire represent judgement.

Every morning and evening, animals were slaughtered and burned on the bronze altar.  Anyone who sinned was required to bring an animal to the priests, who would sacrifice the animal as a burnt offering to the Lord.

The fire was kindled by God (Leviticus 9:24) – a heavenly fire showing both judgement and acceptance of the sacrifice offered.  This fire was never allowed to go out – the sacrifices were required to be burned continually (Leviticus 6:12-13).  This shows that the blood of animals could never actually forgive sin.

The bronze altar and the animal sacrifices are a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Lamb of God being offered for the sins of the world.

God told Adam that the penalty of sin is death (Genesis 2:16-17, Romans 6:23).  From the time of Adam (Genesis 3:21) until the time of Christ, animals were offered as blood sacrifices to die a substitutionary death for sins.  The death of animals “covered” the sins of men, but the death of Christ is the only thing able to forgive sins (Hebrews 10:1-14).

It is interesting to note that John the Baptist’s father (Zacharias) was a Levitical priest who ministered in the Temple.  John would have understood very clearly the implication of the words when he quoted:

“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

John 1:29
THE LAVER

(Exodus 30:17-21)
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The Laver was between the Bronze Altar and the Tabernacle itself.  This was a large bronze bowl filled with water.  This was for the priests to wash their hands and feet prior to service and prior to entering the Tabernacle (Exodus 30:20).

This represents cleansing, and confession of sin.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9
The symbolism is that of a believer (who has entered through the Gate and been forgiven by the sacrifice of Christ at the Bronze Altar) now requiring confession of daily sin to restore fellowship for service.

He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean …

John 13:10

To try to serve in an “unclean”, unworthy or sinful manner was punishable by death (Exodus 30:20).  It shows the importance of careful self-examination of our lives (1 Corinthians 11:28-30).

For us as Christians, the water of the Word of God cleanses us, taking away the things in our lives which are not honouring to God (Psalm 119:9; Ephesians 5:26-27).

THE WALLS OF THE TABERNACLE

(Exodus 26:15-30)

The walls of the Tabernacle itself were made of planks of wood overlaid with gold.  The planks of wood were fitted together into each other, and fastened with bars of wood overlaid with gold.

The walls – made of wood (humanity) overlaid with gold (deity) - speak of the uniqueness of the Lord Jesus Christ – both God and man.
Each board of the Tabernacle was placed into two silver sockets.  These acted as a foundation, and held up the walls.  Silver represents the price of redemption (that is, the death of Jesus), and forms the foundation of the Tabernacle.

THE COVERINGS OF THE TABERNACLE

(Exodus 26:1-14)

The roof of the Tabernacle had a tent covering with four layers:

· badger (or porpoise) skins

· rams’ skins, dyed red

· a curtain of goats’ hair

· a curtain of fine white linen, with blue, purple and scarlet, embroidered with cherubim

Badger (or porpoise) skins

The outer covering is described as “badger” skin.  This was more probably porpoise or seal skins.  (In Hebrew/Arabic, the words for “badger”, “porpoise” and “seal” come from the same root word.  Badgers are not found in the Sinai region, and their skin is not suitable as a weatherproof covering.  On the other hand, porpoises and seals are plentiful in the Red Sea.)  Either way, this outer skin was exposed to the weather and the sun.  It was a very plain, drab covering – not beautiful or glorious.  When people looked at the outer covering of the Tabernacle, it was not attractive.

This speaks of the humanity of Jesus.  In His humanity, His appearance was not physically attractive or majestic (Isaiah 53:2-3, Philippians 2:5-8).  He was just like us.  He experienced the same problems as us – thirst, tiredness, pain, sorrow, and temptation.  Because He has experienced all of these things as a man, He knows what we suffer, and is able to help us through them (Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 4:15).

Rams’ skins

Underneath the badger/porpoise skins was a covering of rams’ skins.  These were dyed red.  Both the ram and the colour red speak of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).

Goats’ hair

Under the rams’ skins was a curtain of goats’ hair.  Goats represent the sin offering and the removal of sin – again, pictures of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Once a year on the Day of Atonement, the high priest took two goats.  One was killed as a sin offering, and its blood sprinkled on the Mercy Seat to make atonement for sins (Leviticus 16:15).  The other goat was symbolically made to carry the sins of the people away to a solitary land (Leviticus 16:21-22).  In English, when we blame someone else for our wrongdoing, we call them a “scapegoat”.

Scripture says that Jesus took our sins in His own body (Isaiah 53:6), became sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21), and has taken our sins away (Psalm 103:12).

Fine white linen, with blue, purple and scarlet, embroidered with cherubim

The innermost curtain, which formed the ceiling of the Tabernacle, was a magnificent curtain of white, blue, purple and scarlet material, embroidered with cherubim.  All of these colours speak of the Lord – white (the Righteous One, who knew no sin), blue (the Son of God, who comes from heaven), purple (the King), scarlet (the Servant, who shed His blood for our sins).

The cherubim which were embroidered onto the curtains are angels.  They are creatures with bodies and faces like lions, feet like oxen, hands like men and wings like eagles.  Cherubim “guard” the holiness of the Throne of God (Exodus 25:20; Ezekiel 1 & 10; Revelation 4:6-8).

THE OUTER CURTAIN AND THE HOLY PLACE

(Exodus 26:35-37)

The Holy Place was 10m long x 5m wide x 5m high.  It contained the Golden Lampstand, the Table of Showbread and the Altar of Incense.

The entrance to the Holy Place had a curtain of white, blue, purple and scarlet material.

Every day, the priests would enter into the Holy Place to do their ministry and service.  This involved trimming the lamps in the Lampstand, burning incense on the Altar of Incense, and replacing the showbread every Sabbath.

THE LAMPSTAND

(Exodus 25:31-40)
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The Lampstand was in the Holy Place, on the south wall.  It was constructed of pure gold.  It had seven stems with seven lamps of oil.  The Lampstand was the only light inside the Holy Place.

The light of the Lampstand would have been magnificent, reflecting on the gold walls inside the Holy Place.

This represents Christ as the Light of the world (John 9:5).

Light itself is illumination – knowing and understanding God through the Word of God (John 1:1-14).

The oil in the lamps represents the Holy Spirit, reflecting and revealing the glory of God in Jesus Christ.

The Lampstand weighed 42kg and was beaten out of one piece of gold.  It was very intricately detailed, with pomegranates, almond buds and flowers – a symbol that the light of God reveals the beauty of His glory.

The “true” Lampstand (with seven “stems”) is seen in heaven as the seven spirits of God (Revelation 1:4; 4:5).  These are identified in Isaiah 11:2 as the spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

THE TABLE OF SHOWBREAD

(Exodus 25:23-30)
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The Table of Showbread was in the Holy Place, on the north wall.  It was constructed of wood overlaid with gold.  On top of the table was the showbread, 12 loaves, one for each of the tribes of Israel.  It was called the bread of the Presence (literally, “bread of the face”). The loaves were made of fine flour, without leaven, baked with frankincense, baked in fire.

The bread was replaced every Sabbath, and eaten by the priests.  The bread represents provision.  It possibly refers to the provision of manna, when Israel experienced the “glory” of God (Exodus 16:7).  Certainly, it speaks of Jesus as the Bread of Life (John 6:35, 48, 51).

Fine flour represents suffering (crushing and grinding the grain), without leaven represents no sin, and frankincense represents acceptance or satisfaction.

THE ALTAR OF INCENSE

(Exodus 30:1 -10)
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The Altar of Incense is located just in front of the veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  It was made of wood, overlaid with gold.

Every day, the priest would go to the bronze altar, pick up coals, go into the Holy Place and put the coals onto the Altar of Incense.  Incense was then sprinkled onto the coals and the smell 
of the incense would fill the Tabernacle.

The burning of incense represents prayer.  It portrays Jesus as our High Priest, offering prayers for us (John 17; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 2:1).  It also represents our prayers to God (Revelation 8:3-4).

THE VEIL AND THE HOLY OF HOLIES

(Exodus 26:31-34)

The Holy of Holies was 5m long x 5m wide x 5m high.  It contained the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat.  This is where God “dwelt” – the Presence of God.

Between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies was another curtain of white, blue, purple and scarlet material, but with cherubim embroidered into it.

The veil blocked entrance into the Presence of God.  It had cherubim embroidered on it, to “guard” the way to God.

Only the High Priest was allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies, on one day of the year, the Day of Atonement.  He had to bring blood from a special sacrifice, and sprinkle it on the Mercy Seat.

The veil represents Jesus Christ.  There are many symbols which indicate this.  He is the way to God (John 14:6).  He is our High Priest.  The colours of the curtain also speak about His righteousness, deity, royalty and sacrifice.

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh …

Hebrews 10:19-20

It is interesting to note, that at the moment of Jesus’ death on the cross, the veil in the Temple tore from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51).  This is clearly showing that the way to God is now open to all men, not just to the high priest.  This was miraculous for a number of reasons – the veil was 15cm thick, and would have been impossible to tear.  Also, curtains normally tear from bottom to top – but the veil tore from top to bottom.

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT

(Exodus 25:10-16)

The Ark of the Covenant was located in the Holy of Holies.  It was a small box, made of acacia wood overlaid with gold.

The lid of the Ark was called the Mercy Seat.  This represents the throne or presence of God.

Inside the Ark were three things:  a pot of manna, Aaron’s rod and the stone tablets on which were written the Law of Moses.  These three things all spoke of the sinfulness of man, the provision of God and the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.

The Pot of Manna

When the Jews were wandering in the desert, they constantly grumbled and complained against God.  They longed for the foods and the things they had left behind in Egypt.  (They seemed to forget that they had been slaves and harshly treated!)  Despite this complaining, God provided everything the Jews needed.  Every morning, He would miraculously cause manna to appear on the ground as “bread” for the Jews (Exodus 16).  Each day, they were required to collect enough manna to last for that day, and the sixth day, they were to collect enough for two days.  If they collected more than they needed, it would breed worms and rot.

So the manna was a symbol of the sinfulness of the Jews (complaining against God), and a reminder of the provision and sustenance provided by God.  It is a picture of Jesus as the Bread of Life (John 6:32-35).

The fact that the pot of manna in the Ark did not rot was also a reminder to the people of the miraculous power of God.

Aaron’s Rod

Many nomadic people carry long sticks or rods to help them walk.  Shepherds often carry rods to help them guide the sheep (Psalm 23:4).

Aaron’s rod was the rod used to show Pharaoh the miraculous power of God when he refused to obey God and let the people go (Exodus 7:9).

It was also the rod with which Moses struck the rock (in disobedience) to bring forth water when the people again complained against God (Numbers 20).

It was also the rod which God used to select Aaron as the priestly family when Korah, Dathan and Abiram rebelled against Moses as God’s chosen leader.  God commanded all the leaders to put their rods in the Tabernacle, and He caused Aaron’s rod to grow flowers and almonds during the night (Numbers 16 and 17).

We see that Aaron’s rod is a symbol of man’s sinfulness and a demonstration of the miraculous power of God.  Particularly important is the picture of God’s selection of Aaron as the high priest – a picture of the appointment of Jesus as the Son of God, the High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 5:5-6).

The Tablets of Law

When the Ten Commandments (summarizing the Law of Moses) were given, Moses went up onto Mt Sinai by himself.  He was on the mountain for 40 days.  Meanwhile, Aaron was pressured by the people to make a golden calf, an idol of the Egyptians, so they could worship it.  When Moses came down from the mountain, he saw the idolatrous worship, and smashed the tablets of Law on the ground.

The lesson here is clear.  The Law represents the perfect standard of righteousness and holiness which God demands.  But no person is able to keep this standard –we all fail, we are all sinners.  The broken tablets of Law are a reminder of this.

The tablets of Law in the Ark showed the Jews that they needed a Saviour, who was Himself sinless and able to redeem mankind.

So we see that inside the Ark of the Covenant were three symbols of the sinfulness of man, and the grace of God to provide a Saviour and High Priest, Jesus Christ.

THE MERCY SEAT

(Exodus 25:17-22)

The Mercy Seat was the “lid” on top of the Ark of the Covenant.  It was made of pure gold. At each end were two cherubim which covered the Mercy Seat with their wings.  Under the Mercy Seat, in the Ark of the Covenant, were the three items representing the sins of the people.

The Mercy Seat was the place where God would meet with Moses (Exodus 25:21-22; Numbers 7:89).  It represents the Throne of God.  It was the Presence of God.

The two cherubim represent the living creatures which guard the true Throne of God in heaven (Ezekiel 1 & 10; Revelation 4:6-8).

Once a year on the Day of the Atonement, the high priest brought blood into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled it on the Mercy Seat (Leviticus 16:14-16).  The blood would be sprinkled on the Mercy Seat so it would “cover” the sins of the people (represented by the items in the Ark).  God would see the blood, “be satisfied” or “show mercy”, and “cover” the sins of the people for a year.

This is a picture of the true Lamb of God who would offer Himself as a sacrifice to forgive sins once and for all (Hebrews 9:6-7, 11-12).

… whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed

Romans 3:25

The word “propitiation” is the same as the word “mercy seat” – it means “to be satisfied” or “to find mercy” (see Hebrews 9:5 cf 4:15-16).

It is interesting to note that the cherubim guard against “unauthorised” access to God.  It was cherubim which guarded the way back to the Garden of Eden, so that Adam and Eve couldn’t eat of the Tree of Life in a sinful state (Genesis 3:24).  In the Tabernacle, cherubim were embroidered onto the veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  They were also embroidered onto the curtain which covered the roof and hung down the other three walls.  Therefore, in the Holy of Holies, cherubim were “all around the Throne of God”, as well as overshadowing the Mercy Seat.

SOME INTERESTING THINGS TO NOTE

The articles of furniture in the Tabernacle were in the shape of a cross


God must be central in our lives

The Tabernacle was to be at the centre of the camp of Israel, with three tribes pitching their tents to the east, three to the west, three to the south and three to the north.  Obviously, God must be the central focus of our lives.

We must forsake our old lifestyle to serve God

The Jews in Moses’ generation had been in Egypt for over 400 years.  They had forgotten name of the true God (Exodus 3:13-15) and had began to worship Egyptian gods (Exodus 32:4), including Ra, the sun God.

The gate to the Tabernacle was to face the east.  To enter the Tabernacle and worship the true God meant you had to turn your back to the sun - a symbol of rejection of the false gods and the former life of sin.  Compare the apostacy of the Jews later, in Ezekiel 8:16.

God requires perfection

The requirements for the materials and measurements of the Tabernacle were very precise (Exodus 25:9).

There are two things to note here.

Firstly, God demands that we are holy in our lives.  God used the Law and the Tabernacle to teach the people about His perfect Holiness.  But no-one could keep the requirements of the Law – the Law could not make anyone perfect (Romans 3:20).  Anyone who broke one part of the Law was guilty of the whole Law (James 2:10).  God’s requirements are very strict.  However, God gave His Holy Spirit to guide gifted craftsmen to make the Tabernacle (Exodus 28:3).  In the same way, it is the Holy Spirit – and not us – who produces the righteousness demanded by God in our lives (Ephesians 5:9).  We must depend upon God alone, not upon ourselves.  If we depend upon ourselves at all, what we bring becomes unacceptable to God (Romans 4:2-5).

Secondly, God has planned human history to the smallest detail – He has a purpose for every circumstance in our lives (Romans 8:28-29; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 4:15).

God wants willing obedience

The materials to build the Tabernacle were to be collected by freewill offerings only (Exodus 25:2).  God also wants us to surrender ourselves to Him willingly (Romans 12:1).

The Tabernacle was used by God to guide His people

Whenever God (as the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night) lifted and moved from the Tabernacle, it was His sign to the Jews that they had to move to another location (Exodus 40:34-38; Numbers 9:15-17).  Hence, the Tabernacle was used for divine guidance.

Today, the Holy Spirit indwells us to guide us, teach us and help us, just as God dwelt with Israel in the Tabernacle.  He is that “still, small voice” which directs us.

The priests could not rest

There were no chairs in the Tabernacle – the priests had to constantly stand while they ministered, because their work was never completed.  This shows that their sacrifices could never take away sin.  However, Jesus sat down at the right hand of the Father, because His work of sacrifice was finished and accepted by God (Hebrews 10:11-12; Hebrews 1:3).  This is why Jesus was able to cry out “It is finished!”, just before He gave up His spirit in death – His work for sin was completed! (John 19:30)

However, as High Priest, Jesus continues to pray for us (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 2:1)

Salvation starts with God

When the instructions for building the Tabernacle were given, God started with the Holy of Holies, and went out to the Gate (Exodus 25-27).  This indicates that salvation is a work of grace – God (in the Holy of Holies) reaches out to man to provide the way of salvation (through the Gate).  This is summarized in John 3:16, where it says that God loved us, and gave His Son for us.  Our response to His grace is to believe and be saved.

The Fall of Satan

It is interesting to note that Lucifer (Satan) was one of the covering cherubim (overshadowing the Mercy Seat) before he became proud and rebelled against God (Ezekiel 28:14).

The abomination of desolation

The Holy of Holies was the Presence and Throne of God.

During the Tribulation, the antichrist will rebuild a (false) temple in Jerusalem, establish his throne in the “holy of holies”, and demand that he be worshipped as God (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4).  This is a counterfeit tabernacle and a counterfeit christ.

A place to find mercy

In the Old Testament, if people were seeking mercy (eg from a king or an enemy), they would cling to the horns of the Bronze Altar (1 Kings 1:50; 2:28).  This is a marvellous picture that we must come to the cross of Jesus to find mercy and help.

Jesus is more than just a “good man”

Someone looking at the Tabernacle from the side would only see the white (righteous) fence and the plain outer skins (humanity) covering the Tabernacle..  An unbeliever would only see the “outside” of Jesus.

Today, many people acknowledge that Jesus was a good, moral man.  But they cannot see (and refuse to acknowledge) what is inside the fence (ie the importance of Jesus’ sacrifice on the “altar”) and beneath the covers of the Tabernacle (ie the glory of God in the gold and curtain) (1 Corinthians 2:14 and 2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

It is not enough to believe only that Jesus was a “good man”.  You must believe that Jesus is God, who became man, so that He could die for your sins.

The Tabernacle on earth was a type of Heaven

The ministry and service in the earthly Tabernacle is symbolic of the true Temple of heaven (Revelation 16:17):

· God sits on His throne and dwells among His people (Revelation 7:15)

· there is the Ark of the Covenant (Revelation 11:19)

· there are cherubim which guard the Throne of God (Revelation 4:6-8, Ezekiel 1 and 10)

· the prayers of saints are offered as sweet smelling incense on the altar before the Throne of God (Revelation 5:8, 8:3-4)

· the Lamb of God, who was slain for the sins of the world, is there (Revelation 5:12)

· there are seven lamps of fire, which are the seven spirits of God (Revelation 4:5, Isaiah 11:2)

· the saints can enter into the Presence of God, by Jesus the High Priest, through the veil into the Holy of Holies (Hebrews 10:19-22; 4:15-16)

· there are angels and men who worship God by service and praises (Revelation 4:9-11, 7:15)

· the New Jerusalem itself will be the Temple

· God will dwell with His people (Revelation 21:3)

· no unbelievers will be allowed to enter (Revelation 21:8, 27)

· it has a wall, foundation and gates (Revelation 21:12, 14, 19)

· its height, length and width are equal (Revelation 21:16)

· the throne of God will be there (Revelation 22:3)

· His people will serve Him (Revelation 22:3)

SOME APPLICATIONS

Our bodies are the Temple (Tabernacle) of God

We are told that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  God indwells us, just as He dwelt in the Tabernacle.

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

This has some very important truths for us:

We have fellowship with God.  In the Old Testament, the high priest alone could approach God.  Now, we can approach the Throne of God (the Ark of the Covenant) in prayer, through our High Priest, Jesus Christ.

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest … Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Everything we do is priestly service for God.  We are to offer our bodies (and our entire lives) to God as “living” sacrifices.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1

Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.

Hebrews 13:15

He has chosen us as His possession – a holy nation and a royal priesthood – just as He chose Israel.  We have a purpose and a destiny.  We are His servants, priests and ambassadors.

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you …

1 Peter 2:9

There is also responsibility:  God demands holiness in our lives.

In the Old Testament, if anyone defiled the Tabernacle of God, he was severely judged.  Many times, Levites and priests who ministered in an unworthy manner were struck dead (eg Nadab and Abihu, Leviticus 10:1-3;  Uzzah, 2 Samuel 6:6-8).

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17

The Tabernacle summarizes our relationship with God

(refer to diagram on page 2)

The Tabernacle is a picture of our approach to God:

· entrance by the Gate to the Bronze Altar = salvation

· washing at the Laver = confession and cleansing

· the Holy Place = ministry and worship

· the Holy of Holies = fellowship in the very Presence of God

We must come to God on His terms

God’s instructions for the Tabernacle, the sacrifices and all aspects of ministry were very specific.  The Jews had to do things exactly as they were commanded.  In the same way, we must come to God according to the conditions He has stated.

For the unbeliever, this means entrance by faith alone in Christ alone by grace alone.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:6

For the believer, this means living by faith, relying upon God rather than ourselves.

Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.”

Hebrews 10:38

CONCLUSION

The Scriptures say that things in the Old Testament are written for our benefit.  In order to understand the New Testament, we must be familiar with the Old Testament.

Consider some things from the following (and many other!) passages from the New Testament.  As you read, look for references to the Tabernacle.  Look for words such as temple, priest, sacrifice, service, holy, draw near, foundation, building, etc.

Read

Hebrews 10:19-22

Ephesians 2:14-22

Revelation chapters 21 and 22

We have looked at only a few brief aspects of the furniture and materials of the Tabernacle.  We have seen in these some glimpses of what God was teaching His people about His faithfulness and love for them.

There are many more lessons which we have not covered – the different sacrifices and offerings, the feast days, the clothing and ministry of the priesthood.  Each of these reveal more about the plan of God in Jesus Christ.

It is only in eternity that we will begin to understand the wonderful majesty of God, and the magnificent depths of His word!

This booklet is dedicated

to the One True God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth;

and to His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ;

and to those believers who live for Him.

Jesus Christ died so that our sins may be forgiven

and He rose from the dead so that we may have life forever with Him.

The One True God wants you

to truly believe that Jesus died for your sins,

and He will give you eternal life.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:16

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:6
These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

John 20:31

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent

John 17:3
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