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REMEMBER THY CREATOR

Remember now thy Creator 

in the days of thy youth.

Ecclesiastes 12:1

Remember thy Creator,

Before the evil days;

While life is still a challenge,

And passions are ablaze;

Before the light gets misty,

And sight is getting dim;

And all desire for living

Is spiritless and slim.

Remember thy Creator,

Before the cord is loosed;

The thread of life is broken;

The staff no longer used;

When sound of grinding ceases;

With industry complete;

And caskets bearing loved ones 

Are carried down the street.

Remember thy Creator,

While memories remain;

Before the shadows deepen,

And life becomes a bane;

Before the soul is yielded,

And flesh returns to dust;

Remember thy Creator,

And make the Lord thy trust.
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THE KING OF KINGS

For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Matthew 6:13

O, sing unto the Lord;

Exalt His Name with praise;

Let all the people worship Him

Who reigns through endless days.

His deeds are marvellous;

Declared for all to see;

His right hand and His holy arm

Hath won the victory.

Salvation is declared;

The Lord hath made it known;

His righteousness is clearly seen

And manifestly shown.

Yet mindful of His love,

And longtime faithfulness,

Toward the house of Israel

Whom He has sworn to bless.

He comes to judge the earth,

With truth and equity;

And all the people shall behold

His glorious majesty.

Give out a joyful sound;

Sing with a cheerful voice;
Sing praises to the Lord, the King;

Let all the earth rejoice.
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THY KINGDOM COME

The earth is the LORD’S and the fulness thereof; 

the world, and they that dwell therein. 

Psalm 24:1

Why do the nations rage,

And calculate in vain?

The kings and rulers set themselves

Against Messiah’s reign.

The One who sits on high,

Whom they have long defied,

Shall speak to them in holy wrath

And vex their lofty pride.

Yet has He set His King

Upon His holy hill;

The city of Jerusalem

Shall be exalted still.

The edict is declared;

The Lord said unto Me,

Thou art My Son, this very day

Have I begotten Thee.

The nations shall be Thine,

If Thou shouldst ask of Me;

The earth unto its utmost parts

Are Thine eternally.

So shalt Thou smash the proud,

And wield Thine iron rod;

Be wise ye rulers of the earth

And serve the Lord your God.
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TWICE BORN

See that ye love one another 

with a pure heart fervently.

1 Peter 1:22

A little boy was born one day;

What would he be? It’s hard to say.

He soon displayed the tendency

To follow his paternity.

At school he learned the ABC’s,

And something of the birds and bees;

Of how to count and multiply;

And if he can’t he’d better try!

In Scripture class the teacher said,

That God raised Jesus from the dead.

The reason why He came to earth:

That we might have a second birth.

How can a child be born again?

Well, Jesus made it very plain;

The first time we were born in sin;

A spirit-life must now begin.

The spirit-life is from above;

It is a life of truth and love;

As Jesus is the only way,

We must believe without delay.

When we believe we are forgiven,

And start our pilgrimage to heaven;

But while on earth it is our place,

To grow in knowledge and in grace.
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When once we have received His life,

It does not mean the end of strife;

For if we sin we must confess;

And if we don’t God cannot bless.

A life which pleases God Most High

Is not so easy, though we try;

We live by faith till time has come

To go to our eternal home.

THY HELP

The LORD is thy keeper. 

Psalm 121:5

I lift mine eyes unto the hills;

Where is the help I need?

The Lord Creator is my help;

A present help indeed.

He will not let thy foot be moved;

Thy soul He ever keeps.

The One who watches Israel,

Ne’er slumbereth nor sleeps.

The sun shall not prevail on thee,

E’en though it gives thee light.

The moon shall not impede thy ways

Within the realms of night.

The Lord shall always be thy shade,

Wherever thou may roam;

And when thy days are at an end

He’ll take thee safely home.
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PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING

The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet.

Deuteronomy 18:15

Prophet, Priest and King is He;

Lord of sky and earth and sea;

What He says will surely be,

Now and for eternity.

Interceding at the throne;

Though unique yet not alone;

For the Father hears His prayer;

And His love availeth there.

Coming soon in power to reign;

With His angels for a train;

Jews and Gentiles like will be,

Subjects of Integrity.

Once He spoke and it was done;

All the universe in one;

Once He cried amidst the Cross,

Lord, forgive them, they are lost.

Constantly His prayers are heard;

Every breath and every word.

For believers He doth pray,

For their food throughout the day.

Soon the day will surely break,

After storm and plague and ‘quake;

Then His prophecies will be,

Plain for everyone to see.
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Prophet, Priest and King so true;

Just as old and ever new;

Jesus Christ our Saviour Lord;

Worshipped, honoured and adored.

THE CHILDREN’S FRIEND

And they brought young children to Him ... 

and He took them up in His arms …

and blessed them.    Mark 10:13,16

Every day we share with Jesus,

Makes that day a happy one.

That is why the heavenly Father

Gave to us His own dear Son.

First of all we must receive Him;

In our hearts He longs to be.

Simply trusting His commandment:

Let the children come to Me.

If we say we really love Him,

When at home, at school, or play;

We’ll be happy to be doing

Anything He has to say.

He has given us the Bible,

So that we may know His will;

How to live and pray and worship;

Whether times are good or ill.

Jesus is the only Saviour;

He is our Creator Lord;

And for those who love His coming,

He will ever be adored.

Poems of the Lord    page 11

EVENTIDE

Abide with us: for it is toward evening... 

Luke 24:29

Stars in heaven shining brightly

In a clear and velvet sky.

Daytime passing; sunlight fading;

Cool of evening drawing nigh.

Now’s the time to go out walking;

Down the street and by the park.

Take your friend and let her guide you;

We’ll be home soon after dark.

On and on we’re climbing higher,

Soon we shall be on the hill;

While below us in the distance,

Lies the city quiet and still.

Thoughts of heaven pass before us,

As we see the view so wide,

Of that city in the glory,

Where we shall one day abide.

Will He come tonight, we wonder,

As He promised in His word?

Still it’s not for us to ponder,

That it has not yet occurred.

‘Tis enough to know He loves us,

Till we reach our journey’s end;

Then to pass from earth to heaven,

To be ever with our Friend.
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LIGHT OR DARKNESS?

Light is come into the world, and men loved darkness

rather than light, because their deeds were evil.    

John 3:19

Let light be with all its hue;

Warmth and waters flowing through;

Man bestowed with spirit-life;

And a newly fashioned wife.

Everything was very good;

Plants and trees with lots of food;

Man could eat from every tree,

Save from one, inclusively.

Six days and the work was done;

Life was joyful, full of fun.

Meeting daily with the Lord;

Feeding on His precious Word.

Words of peace, whate’er He say;

Truth to relish and obey.

But if doubt and unbelief,

Then soon follows sin and grief.

Sin had entered long before

Earth became its seat of war.

Lucifer had sought the throne,

Occupied by God alone.

Sin was found within the heart

Of this creature sly and smart.

Pride was just a stepping stone

Till its fruit had fully grown.
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Now this former cherub bright,

Cloaks himself with mystic light.

Called the father of deceit;

Source of every counterfeit.

As the ruler of this sphere,

With his rule of death and fear.

But his fate and doom is sealed,

When God’s children are revealed.

Are you on the downward path,

Leading to eternal wrath?

Or have you obeyed the truth,

Shouted daily from the roof?

Jesus said, I am the Way;

Ere He took our sins away.

He is worthy of our trust;

Do not put your faith in dust.

Man is dust, from dust he came;

And his thoughts are just the same;

But God’s Word is firm as steel;

Make it yours like drink and meal.

Give God’s Word the highest place;

Then you will discover grace;

As the Spirit makes you whole;

Building up your mind and soul.

Jesus is the Living Bread;

Feed on Me is what He said.

Souls of men can never rest

Till His peace is manifest.
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If you should be at a loss;

Simply kneel before His Cross;

Offer up your simple prayer;

Grace and truth are waiting there.

God will come and dwell within;

Take away all former sin;

By His Spirit to impart

Righteousness within your heart.

Praise our holy risen Lord;

Praise Him with the saints, adored.

Praise the Father, praise the Son;

With the Spirit, Three in One.

CHOSEN BY DECREE

I have loved thee with an everlasting love. 

Jeremiah 31:3

The Jewish race will always be

A heaven sent reality;

For God designed in ages past,

A nation found and built to last,

Upon a promise He’d confer

On Abram whom He called from Ur.

A God who is our surety,

Has never changed His policy.

The Jews have always been the van

Of revelation sent to man,

Transmitted by a Spirit true,

With all that love and grace endue.
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The Jews reveal a history

So plain that anyone can see,

That God has dealt with them in grace,

As well He does with every race;

For every person will receive

What they have chosen to believe.

From early times there seems to be

A certain strange dichotomy;

To Abraham two sons were born;

But God had resolutely sworn,

That Sarah’s child would be the seed

Through whom Messiah would proceed.

As time goes on there will appear

A man whom nations will revere;

He will present himself as strong;

And claim allegiance from the throng;

A man who will usurp the throne

Reserved for Jesus Christ alone.

When true Messiah comes to earth,

The Jews will have a second birth;

For when their hearts are turned to see

The One who hung on Calvary;

Then every promise kept in store

Will be their portion evermore.
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS

They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced.

Zechariah 12:10

' Twas just His choice He left His throne,

To dwell with those not called His own,

To call by name that they might be,

Life members of His family,

And live with Him eternally.

' Twas just His will that He should be

The object of our infamy;

Foregoing rights and bearing scorn,

Enduring shame, reviled, forlorn;

To make in One a race newborn.

' Twas just His faithfulness that He,

When being nailed onto the tree;

Remained until the price was paid;

And then within the tomb be laid;

The full work of atonement made.

For all is ready, time is full;

Salvation near, without annul;

You may now come, the choice is yours,

Till death o’ertake and then the doors

Of heaven closed by sacred cause.

His precious blood, my only plea;

If anyone should say to me:

What did He therefore do for you

To free from sin and judgment due?

My risen Lord so pure and true.
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HELPER OF THE HELPLESS

For when we were yet without strength,

in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

Romans 5:6

Creator, Judge and Saviour;

Our God is Lord above.

In majesty and splendour;

Supreme in truth and love.

Enthroned in power and glory;

Endued with strength and might.

Impeccable and holy;

He dwells in perfect light.

Possessing every virtue,

Unique to Him alone.

Adored by all the angels,

Who worship at His throne.

Inviting every sinner,

No matter what we’ve done,

To honour God the Father,

And venerate the Son.

O Lord I know You love us;

And we should love You too.

We are so weak and helpless;

We all depend on You.

Please lift us when we stumble,

And feed us every day,

Until we stand before You,

And time has passed away.
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BELOVED

Whom having not seen, ye love. 

1 Peter 1:8

Do not let your heart be troubled,

He is coming back one day.

As He prayed the heavenly Father,

We are safe while He’s away.

Though the way is straight and narrow,

He has taken all our care;

When this earthly fight is over,

We shall meet up in the air.

Should this body groan with weakness,

It is but a temporary home.

Once He breathes His Spirit in us,

We are never more alone.

By His grace we shall be strengthened,

If we stumble on the path;

Resting on His sure foundation,

No more destined for His wrath.

As a Father so He tends us;

Giving shelter, clothes and food.

There’s no need for gloom or worry,

Though the times be bad or good.

Young or old or adolescent,

There is ample scope for each,

In our corner of His vineyard,

Learning what He has to teach.
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Healthy, sickly, weak or dying,

There is but one plan for all.

From the womb a soul immortal,

Must before the Judgment fall.

For believers, judgment passes

Onto Him who bore their shame;

But for those who do not trust Him,

Torment in a lasting flame.

Oh the greatness of His mercy,

That He should descend so far;

Reaching out to every sinner,

Knowing just how weak we are;

How can we bypass His goodness,

When He hung upon the tree;

Saying with the thief beside Him:

Lord, wilt Thou remember me.

OUR IDEAL

Let this mind be in you, 

which was also in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 2:5

Let such a mind be found in you

Which also was in Christ;

Who did not think that deity

Was something to be prized;

But made Himself of no repute,

And took a servant’s role;

And being found in human form,

He sanctified His soul.
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HIS SUFFICIENCY

My grace is sufficient for thee.

2 Corinthians 12:9

Before the universe was born,

Or earth had seen the light of dawn,

Our God Creator had decreed

That He would meet our every need;

For He would in the form of man,

In time fulfil a perfect plan,

To save believers from their sin;

A place of joy to enter in;

His one intention that they be,

With Him for all eternity.

For man’s own part it must be seen,

That faith in God has always been

The only way to flee from wrath,

Which we incur from human birth;

Beginning on our downward slide,

From where we did at first abide;

For ‘tis our nature to rebel;

It does not take too long to tell,

That we are heading for the Pit,

Lest someone gets us out of it.

A Mediator has been found;

Not having sin or earthly bound;

A Person who would by His deed

Be fit to represent the seed.

He must be human and divine;
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His birth be true to David’s line;

His life be faultless, offered pure;

His blood our ransom, sealed and sure;

His risen life is ours to share;

His matchless glory waiting there.

If anyone should think that they

Can leave it till another day,

Then pause a moment, try to see

The case of Esau’s history.

He sold his birthright for a meal;

And then fell victim to a deal;

He lost that which was due to him;

Because his view of grace was dim;

For not a thing could be retrieved,

Of what his brother Jacob thieved.

Now should a good man chance remark,

I do not live in total dark;

I try to do the best I can,

And live at peace with every man.

But ah, you leave those works behind

Like all the rest of humankind;

The work of Christ upon the Tree

Will last for all eternity;

The deeds of mortals cannot save

From what awaits beyond the grave.

For there is not another name,

Immortalised by human fame,

Inhabiting this planet earth;

Who came by means of human birth,

Except the One from Bethlehem,
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Rejected by the sons of men.

The Saviour who was virgin born,

Uniquely on a Jewish morn.

O Son of Mary, Lord we pray,

Receive our praises day by day.

THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS

And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 

but the righteous into life eternal. 

Matthew 25:46

When Jesus Christ returns to earth

In glory and in power;

The nations will be gathered round,

At that climactic hour.

He’ll separate the sheep from goats;

The sheep upon His right.

The goats will be upon His left,

Determined for the night.

The King will then address the sheep:

Come you, My Father’s blest;

And enter in the kingdom where

You find eternal rest.

When I was hungry lacking food,

You brought it without fail.

When I was taken from My home,

You came to Me in jail.
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Then will the righteous answer Him,

Lord, when did we do this?

And when were You in such a need

Or suffered nakedness?

Then shall the King say unto them,

I say assuredly,

That as you did to one of these,

You did it unto Me.

And then the King will say to those

Assembled on His left:

Depart from Me you cursed ones;

You saw Me so bereft.

For when I needed food and drink,

Or clothes to cover Me;

You did not offer any help,

In love or charity.

So when the Second Advent comes

Upon a stricken world;

And Jesus Christ the Righteous One

Will have His flag unfurled;

Then those believing in His name

Will welcome His return;

But those who have rejected Him

Will agonize and burn.
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WHAT DO YOU SAY?

But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, 

they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

Matthew 12:36

If I should say within my heart 

When life is troublesome and sad,

There is a God, but where is He? 

He does not care though times are bad.

Then I must turn in helpless state,

To find my help in One so great,

Who came to seek the weak and lost,

And suffered at tremendous cost.

His love for me could not be known,

Until I had become His own.

If I should say I trust in Him,

Yet do not heed His written word;

He will not leave His discipline,

Till that which has been said is heard.

His word is clear and not abstruse;

It stays effective by its use.

Our faith is but the vehicle

To comprehend the miracle,

Of God incarnate on the Tree, 

Where Jesus bled for you and me.

If you should say, I cannot solve 

The answer to my peace of mind.

Then go to Him who knows your heart;

A Saviour who is good and kind.

He is our peace and constant Friend;
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Our only hope to journey’s end.

He died for all and rose again; 

He’s coming soon in power to reign;

His word is sure and cannot fail; 

His love and justice will prevail.

BLESSEDNESS

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD,

and whose hope the LORD is.

Jeremiah 17:7

O blessed are the destitute

In spirit and in soul,

Who know they need a Substitute

To make their spirit whole.

O blessed are the merciful

Who do not turn away,

From those who meet adversity

Upon a given day.

O blessed are the pure in heart,

For they shall see the Lord;

And hear His welcome accolade;

Their boundless rich reward.
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THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS

The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

Revelation 19:10

The spoken word of Jesus Christ

Will never pass away;

It always is a certainty,

As night-time follows day;

He prophesied in Genesis

That He would see it through;

In chapter three and verse fifteen,

It’s written there for you.

We’ll look at Matthew’s gospel now

And notice what He said.

In chapter four He spoke about

Our common daily bread.

We cannot live by bread alone

To satisfy our needs;

But we must feed on every word

That from His mouth proceeds.

In chapter five He there begins

His sermon on the mount;

For every soul must answer Him,

And thereby give account.

He came not to destroy the law

But rather to fulfil.

The law could never make us well,

It only proves we’re ill.
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In chapter seven, twenty-four,

He tells us how to build.

For everyone who builds a house

Is either dumb or skilled.

The one who builds upon the Rock

Will not be swept away.

But he who builds upon the sand

Will rue the Judgment Day.

In chapter nine, the sick are healed,

Their sins forgiven too.

But those who do not see a need

Cannot be cured, it’s true.

We all must come in simple faith,

As sinners, to His Cross;

For only there our souls are saved

And never suffer loss.

Discipleship is spoken of

In Matthew chapter ten.

A person who is loved by God;

Unrecognized by men.

The call to selfless discipline

Which has its own reward;

A life that’s moulded by His love,

And subject to His word.

Capernaum and Chorazin

Are mentioned in the text.

Their attitude toward the Lord

Could only leave Him vexed.
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They witnessed many mighty works

But still did not repent;

Their lot will be the Lake of Fire,

And that without relent.

A man was in the synagogue

Who had a withered hand.

The Pharisees were present too:

A strict religious band.

Because it was the Sabbath day

They plotted His demise,

When Jesus healed his malady;

Before their watching eyes.

The parables have double truth

For those who can discern.

A sower went to sow a seed;

A little child can learn.

The hidden truth is only seen

By those with inner sight;

The kingdom is a mystery

Without the gospel light.

Our Lord continued on His way

That led Him to the Hill.

The prophecies must be fulfilled

According to His will.

He enters old Jerusalem:

The city of His choice.

But soon the crowd who cheer Him on,

Will use another voice.
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In chapters twenty-four and five,

He warns of things to come.

Of earthquakes and calamities

And darkening of the sun.

And when the darkest hour descends

On those who stay in gloom;

They’ll see the end of prophecy,

And their eternal doom.

The Passover was drawing near:

Now just two days away.

He sat at meat in Simon’s house:

A place called Bethany.

A woman came with precious nard

And poured it on His head;

Expressing by her act of love

What never could be said.

Events which followed afterwards,

Like those already past,

Were all envisaged by the Lord

From origin to last.

Be absolutely sure of this

In case you’re not awake:

That Jesus Christ was crucified

For every sinner’s sake.

The only standard God allows

Is that which He has made:

His own imputed righteousness

Which cannot fail or fade.
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He promised to forgive our sins

And wash us in His blood;

And clothe us with His righteousness

That’s absolutely good.

We live in times of boundless grace:

The greatest time of all.

The world is on its downward path,

Bound under Satan’s thrall.

The Lord defeated Satan’s power

Upon the shameful tree;

If we ignore His finished work,

There is no remedy.

The final prophecy we read

In Matthew twenty-eight;

Was spoken by the risen Lord,

Which we should contemplate;

All power resides in Jesus Christ,

So let us understand:

This gospel must be preached to all,

By lasting great command.
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THE FRUITFUL WORD

Behold, a sower went forth to sow; and when he sowed … 

some seeds fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit.    

Matthew 13:3,4,8

The kingdom of heaven is like unto him,

Who went out and sowed in a field.

When sunlight and rain fell on ground well prepared,

It brought forth a generous yield.

The seed of the kingdom is sown in the world;

The gospel is carried abroad.

On finding a heart that is humble and meek,

It brings an eternal reward.

Whenever the Word finds a place in our lives,

And we are obedient and true;

The fruit that develops will play a big part

In bringing God’s kingdom to view.

FOR MEDITATION

Think on these things. 

Philippians 4:8

Whatever things are true and just,

Commendable and pure;

If there is charm or loveliness,

Not having spell or lure;

If anything is praiseworthy,

And plays a vital part;

Then meditate upon such things

And hold them in your heart.
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ANOTHER DAY

Choose you this day whom ye will serve; 

but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 

Joshua 24:15

Another day comes after dawn;

A night is near without a morn;

A time of joy for sinners saved;

A wailing time for souls enslaved.

Before today has passed away,

Be sure you listen while you may;

Behind we leave the dead to die;

Before us heaven, while they cry.

Choose you today whom you will trust;

Can we depend on men of dust?

Could you imagine what it cost,

Christ Jesus dying for the lost?

Does being dumb commend you well?

Do you suppose there is no hell?

Don’t be deceived with Satan’s ploy;

Depend on Christ, our hope and joy.

Each one of us will see the Lord;

End times will reap their due reward;

Eternity will ever be,

Eternal joy or misery.

Forget all things you’ve ever done;

Fix every thought upon the Son;

For you’ll discover He is pure;

Forever will His love endure.
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God’s Word is our authority;

Golgotha’s Cross His victory;

Great is our Saviour, Lord of all;

Go bow before Him, great and small.

He is the One you’ll stand before;

He stands now waiting at the door;

He only wants to set you free;

His very own eternally.

Immutable He stays the same;

Impeccable and without blame;

In glory higher than the sky;

Incarnate once He came to die.

Jesus our Lord, Redeemer, Friend;

Jesus our Hope unto the end;

Jesus the Lamb for sinners slain;

Jesus who bore our sin and shame.

King of all kings and Potentate;

Kneel down before Him, it is late;

Know that the hour is drawing near;

Kingdoms of men will disappear.

Let preconceptions pass away;

Latch onto things which don’t decay;

Look unto Jesus and His wealth;

Love only wisdom, truth and health.

Make every day a prayerful one;

Meet every morning with the Son;

More are the heartaches we may bear;

Many the blessings we can share.
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Never again are we alone;

No more to dread His awesome Throne;

Nearer to Him who bore our shame;

Now do we own His blessed Name.

Only for sinners did He die;

Our fathers shouted, Crucify!

Of all the lost He loved each one;

O blessed Saviour, it is done.

Perhaps for some who read this word,

Presume that such have not occurred;

Possessing neither lot nor part;

Procrastinating in your heart.

Remember you were in His mind;

Redressing wrong for all mankind;

Repent while there is time to choose;

Renouncing all ungodly views.

Salvation is our foremost need;

Secured by David’s holy Seed;

Selected in the Father’s plan;

Sealed up for us ere time began.

To every soul there is a place;

Then everyone will see His face;

That all may know our God is fair;

The righteous verdict waiting there.

Unless we see our lifelong need;

Until we seek His Word to read;

Unfaithful though our life may be;

Unswerving His fidelity.
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Victoriously the day will dawn;

Vast is the brightness of that morn;

Voices will ring in sheer delight;

Volumes of praises bathed in light.

We wait as every passing day;

Winds up our brief and mortal stay;

With warning signs that time is near;

When our dear Saviour shall appear.

You should be well aware by this,

Your choice is heaven or abyss;

Yes you must trust Him while you may;

You may not see another day.

ETERNAL SECURITY

I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands. 

Isaiah 49:16

The Lord is Shepherd of my soul;

I shall not be in need.

He gives me restful interludes,

And sends my daily feed.

He leads me into righteousness,

Expressly for His name;

And reinstates my erring soul

When overcome with shame.

His goodness shall encompass me,

The measure of my days;

And I will dwell forevermore

Within His house of praise.
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PURCHASED WITH BLOOD

In Thy presence is fulness of joy;

at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

Psalm 16:11

Long before the fall of man,

There had been a perfect plan;

Abel, unlike brother Cain,

Brought a lamb that had been slain.

Cain, ignoring God’s advice,

Brought a bloodless sacrifice.

When his gift the Lord declined,

Cain revealed his state of mind;

Should there not be recompense

For the labour of his hands?

Surely there is merit found,

In the produce of the ground!

But a lesson must be learned;

God’s salvation can’t be earned;

If we don’t approach His way,

But attempt another play;

We’ll continue in our plight,

With no hope or end in sight.

You’re familiar with the plot;

But in case you may be not.

Cain ignored his Master’s law;

Sin was crouching at the door;

He must overcome its lure,

Or become its slave for sure.
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Cain departed to the field;

Faith was Abel’s only shield.

Would his brother make amends?

Overcome his sinful trends?

Cain at last succumbed to pride,

And committed fratricide.

Then in Genesis we’re told,

There were mighty men of old.

Offspring in a super race;

Where the godly had no place.

Save to warn about the flood,

Which would drown them all for good.

Noah built his mighty ark;

Then the sky grew dull and dark.

So the Lord God sent the flood;

Just as Noah said He would.

All the people screamed in fright,

As the day turned into night.

When the storm had reached an end,

God sent forth a drying wind.

First the mountain tops appeared,

Then the waters dried and cleared;

Life could now begin anew;

So the people grew and grew.
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God had told them all to spread,

But they stayed around instead.

Fill the earth and spread abroad!

But His word was plain ignored.

In their hearts they cherished fame:

Let us make ourselves a name!

Let us build a lofty tower.

Magnify our wealth and power.

There’s no need to emigrate,

Now we’ve got this real estate.

City dwellers we shall be.

This is our security.

Then the Lord came down to view,

What their hands had turned to do.

For they spoke with single voice;

So there was no other choice

But confuse their mode of speech

So they could not hear or teach.

Thus the nations had their birth,

As they spread across the earth.

Each in its allotted land,

Granted by the Lord’s command;

With traditions, once begun,

Passed by father onto son.
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Ever since man lost the rule,

He’s become the devil’s tool.

History bears out the lie,

Satan said, You shall not die.

Thus deceiving every man,

From the day the world began.

Cain and Abel illustrate,

What becomes of man’s estate,

When God’s laws are set aside,

And we share the devil’s pride.

Cain despised intrinsic good;

Abel trusted in the blood.

THE SPIRIT LIFE

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit,

if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.

Romans 8:9

Condemnation has been banished

For the saints in Jesus Christ.

Total judgment has been measured;

Christ Himself is sacrificed.

Sin and death are legal tyrants,

Blocking off our upward goal;

But a higher law is working,

Giving freedom to the soul.
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What the Law could not accomplish,

God accomplished through His Son.

Righteousness is now afforded;

Satan’s hold has been undone.

Those who live by human standards,

Set their minds on things on earth.

But those who are Spirit-minded,

Value things of higher worth.

If the Spirit dwells within us,

We belong to Christ alone;

But those having not received Him,

Will be speechless at His throne.

Now that God has set our standards,

Which are bound in our belief;

Every sin within the body

Brings the Holy Spirit grief.

As the Holy Spirit leads us,

We are royal sons of God;

Free to follow on the pathway

Which our Lord devoutly trod.

Heirs of God with Christ our Saviour;

Joined to One whom we adore.

Sons and daughters of the Highest;

Praising Him for evermore.
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THE FAITH LIFE

But without faith it is impossible to please Him: 

for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, 

and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6

Abel brought a better offering

Than his elder brother, Cain;

By which he obtained a witness;

Though he’s dead, his deeds remain.

Enoch left his testimony;

Pleasing God who gave him breath;

So God took him from his brethren,

Without having entered death.

Noah built a mighty vessel,

Being warned of things unseen;

By which he condemned the worldlings,

As the floods engulfed the scene.

Abraham obeyed the message,

When he heard the outward call;

So he went without his knowing,

What would afterward befall.

Sojourned in the land of promise,

Which became his brief abode;

For he waited for a city,

With foundations laid by God.

Poems of the Lord    page 42

Sarah bore the promised offspring,

Though her years were long on earth;

For she judged the Lord was faithful,

Who predicted Isaac’s birth.

When her husband’s faith was tested,

Abraham did not refrain;

Offered up his dear son Isaac,

Then received him back again.

Moses chose to suffer hardship

With the people God had brought;

Rather than enjoy the pleasures

Of the sins in Pharaoh’s court.

He esteemed as greater riches,

Than the treasures he forsook;

That reproach which Christ occasions,

Proven by the path he took.

All these having gained a witness,

Through their faith in days gone by;

Have not yet received the promise,

Till they’re joined by you and I.
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THE LOVE LIFE

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 

but the greatest of these is charity. 

1 Corinthians 13:13

Though I speak with tongues of angels,

Languages unknown to men;

But I do not love the loveless,

I am nothing, there and then.

Though I have the gift of knowledge,

Understanding everything;

And by faith remove a mountain;

Without love, I’m not a thing.

Though I feed the poor and hungry,

Fill their bellies full of bread;

But I do not love the Saviour,

I am still as good as dead.

Love is kind and does not envy,

Suffers long and isn’t rude;

Does not bear itself unseemly,

Shunning matters false and crude.

Love rejoices in compassion,

Takes delight in matters fair;

Hopes all things with hope eternal,

Confident that God is there.

Prophecies will not continue,

Tongues will be of no avail;

Knowledge will depart and vanish;

Love unbound will never fail.
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Childish things did once surround me,

Till my life was fully grown;

But when I behold my Saviour,

I shall know as I am known.

So abideth love forever;

It can never be surpassed.

Love that brought our Lord from heaven;

Grace and truth from first to last.

THE PRACTICAL LIFE

But be ye doers of the word,

and not hearers only,

deceiving your own selves. 

James 1:22

When our faith is tried and tested,

It should be a welcome joy;

Tests produce the added patience,

Useful in its right employ.

If we lack the godly wisdom,

Needed for our daily walk;

We should go to God the Father,

Always eager for a talk.

When we ask in faith, not doubting,

We are sure of what we ask;

Sceptics do not get the wisdom,

Needed for the daily task.
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Every gift the Father gives us,

Comes from Him who dwells in light;

Of His will and by His promise,

We received our newborn sight.

Let us lay aside uncleanness,

And receive the Word as taught;

Then with meekness and obedience,

Do whatever thing we ought.

If we’re hearers and not doers,

We shall imitate the man,

Looking at his mirror image,

Then forgetting heaven’s plan.

If we think we are religious,

Yet do not control our tongue;

We become just vain professors,

Boring as the day is long.

Pure and undefiled religion,

Which our God has always seen,

Is to visit those in trouble,

And to keep our garments clean.
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THE SUFFERING LIFE

And whether one member suffer,

all the members suffer with it.

1 Corinthians 12:26

Suffering was not intended,

In the plan which God decreed.

It became a binding issue,

By a free deliberate deed.

Adam suffered in the garden,

When he disobeyed the Word.

Guilt and shame were consequential;

Sin and death had now occurred.

We have followed his example,

Disobedient from our birth;

Turning from our Lord Creator;

Choosing things confined to earth.

God has seen our need for ages,

With compassion for our plight;

So He took decisive action,

When He fought the crucial fight.

At a place they call Golgotha,

He was nailed onto a tree;

There He suffered infinitely,

For the likes of you and me.

But His agony is reckoned

By the Father, Judge of all;

As an everlasting payment

For the sins of great and small.
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God has left us with a promise.

Once, for all, He made a vow:

Those who will receive the Saviour,

Shall be pardoned here and now.

Suffering is for a season,

Till our work on earth is done;

In the timelessness of glory,

Sin and death will all be gone.

THE HOLY LIFE

Be ye holy; for I am holy.    

1 Peter 1:15

Blessed be the God and Father,

Of our Saviour Christ the Lord;

Who Himself has paid the ransom,

Earthbound wealth could not afford.

When the Lord had died for sinners,

Knowing that our souls were lost;

Christ was raised in resurrection,

After He had paid the cost.

We who once were far-off strangers,

Have been reconciled in Him;

Destined for unfading glory,

Where there is no death or sin.
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Therefore let our minds be sober;

Rest our hope on heaven’s grace;

Looking for that expectation,

When we see Him face to face.

Though not seeing, yet we love Him,

For His love did ours precede;

When our souls were lost and helpless,

He provided for our need.

As the Lord is pure and holy,

We should live in godly fear;

Knowing that our souls were ransomed,

By the blood of One so dear.

Holiness is what we strive for,

As sojourners in the land.

Let us seek each other’s welfare,

While we have the time at hand.

THE PERFECT LIFE

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

Revelation 21:4

Mortal life has many problems;

Highest hopes can soon go wrong.

But another day is coming,

Sweeter than the sweetest song.
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John was on the isle of Patmos,

When he saw the vision bright.

God revealed to His apostle,

Scenes of joy and sheer delight.

He was shown the holy city,

Coming down from realms above;

As a bride adorned and ready,

For the husband of her love.

God will dwell among His people;

He shall wipe away all tears.

There shall be no death or crying;

Nothing causing pain or fears.

Those who live within that city,

Written in the Book of Life,

Are the ones that God has chosen

As the Bridegroom’s virgin-wife.

They shall see His face before them;

On their foreheads bear His name;

Reign with him in matchless glory;

Endless ages, without blame.

So a perfect life is waiting

For the saints at heaven’s door.

Peace and joy forever after;

Happiness for evermore.
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THE RULE OF LIFE

And ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free.

John 8:32

All truth must start with God;

Because of who He is;

We all observe the cosmic truth 

Of stars and galaxies.

Creation all around,

Displays a passing scene;

But there is much more lasting truth

Which eyes have never seen.

We cannot see this truth,

Until it is revealed;

The only way it is perceived

Is in the Spirit’s field.

Our Lord made some remarks;

Both simple and sublime;

I am the Way, the Truth, the Life;

Beyond the end of time.

When humankind was made,

It had a perfect cast;

Because God placed in every soul

His image bound to last.

He gave a freeborn will,

To angels and to men;

So they could choose the path of life

He had designed for them.
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What do we treasure most?

Our privilege to choose.

Decisions made throughout the day

Which Providence may use.

Our practice of the truth,

Is measured by the way,

We have adhered to what is taught

In Scripture day by day.

Departure from the Word,

Brings on a mental void,

That fills our mind with vanities

’Twere better to avoid.

If we ignore the Word,

And exercise our will;

The outcome flows to every sphere;

Incurring every ill.

The diligence we take,

In bringing up a child,

Will help them through the storms of life

And keep them undefiled.

They must be taught the truth

Derived from holy writ;

But if this truth is set aside

They’ll want for lack of it.

Philosophy is strong,

With theories of men;

The evolution school of thought

Has been revived again.
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It relegates our state

To that of noble beast;

There are no longer absolutes;

The moral law has ceased.

Proponents cannot see

What follows on from this;

Without the rule of absolutes

Our path is hit or miss.

It would be well for us,

Observing history,

To see how God deals with His own

At each contingency.

There must be certain laws

Which regulate our life;

We cannot contradict God’s Word

Without incurring strife.

Our God has circumscribed

The things we ought to do;

So if we live accordingly

Then freedom will ensue.

In summary we say:

Trust only in God’s Word;

Believe in Jesus Christ the Lord,

And practise what you’ve heard.
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THE WAY OF LIFE

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 

but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Proverbs 14:12

We live a life of faith,

No matter who we are;

From rising up of morning sun,

To light of evening star.

The things we learn at school;

Of mighty Everest;

Is something we accept by faith;

We cannot see at best.

Our conscience is the guide;

The vital inner part;

For thus it was designed to be

The umpire of the heart.

At very early age,

We soon become aware,

Of all that conscience testifies:

That God exists somewhere.

The birds of paradise,

Are not around by chance;

There must be some almighty hand

Who taught them how to dance.

That same almighty hand,

Has fashioned every soul;

For God designed us like Himself,

With heaven as our goal.
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We all know right from wrong,

And true morality;

Our conscience bearing witness of

Its real integrity.

Our Saviour lived by faith;

The days He walked on earth;

He had a human will like ours,

By nature of His birth.

Though perfectly conceived

Within the virgin’s womb;

He had to face the tests of life

From manger to the tomb.

His adversary sought,

By every means at hand,

To deviate Him from the path

He followed in the land.

The Wise Men were intent

On worshipping the King;

But Herod filled with jealousy

Contrived an evil thing.

He wanted to ensure,

The Babe of Bethlehem,

Did not survive at any length

As ruler over them.

It is the devil’s aim,

Like any bogus sleuth,

To counterfeit the plan of God

And hide eternal truth.
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So what for him appeared

His overriding gain,

Was when the Lord was crucified

And suffered every pain.

But this vicarious act,

Was Satan’s fallacy,

As Jesus crushed the serpent’s head

And sealed the victory.

We can be reassured,

The victory He won,

Is all-sufficient for our souls:

For each and everyone.

By resting in His name,

And trusting in His blood,

We are by virtue sanctified,

And made a child of God.

By faith we live and walk,

As followers of Christ;

And when our work on earth is done,

We dwell in Paradise.

We leave you with this thought;

If you are still unsure;

Remember that the gospel is

The only valid cure.
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OLD TESTAMENT

And when I see the blood, I will pass over you. 

Exodus 12:13

In Genesis the Fall began

When Satan told the Lie;

But God announced His perfect plan,

That man might never die.

In Exodus, the people free,

The slavery is o’er;

The blood is there for God to see

Emblazoned on the door.

Leviticus, the holy place

Where worship is fulfilled;

They enter through the door of grace,

The sacrifice is killed.

In Numbers it’s the testing ground,

The barren wilderness;

And though their sin did much abound,

God blessed them nonetheless.

In Deuteronomy they hear

The law a second time;

Integrity is very clear

In every word and line.

In Joshua, the battleground,

The victory is won;

But if among them sin is found,

Their joy is soon undone.
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In Judges they are up and down,

With sin a constant shame;

But every time they turn to God,

They bless His holy name.

In Ruth we read about the one

Who left all that she had;

And in the town of Bethlehem

Found life in full with God.

In Samuel, the government

Is vested in the kings;

The everlasting covenant

Which true Messiah brings.

In Kings the prophet comes along

And speaks the holy word;

But there are few among the throng

Who do as they have heard.

In Chronicles we read again

The record of the kings;

Of David and his loyal men

Who did heroic things.

In Ezra they return and build

The temple and the wall;

The seventy years are now fulfilled;

The law is read to all.

In Nehemiah strengthening

By planting holy roots;

Then as the days are lengthening

Appear the righteous shoots.
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In Esther we perceive a plot;

The Jews are under threat;

The time is set by casting lot;

But they survive as yet.

In Job we hear about the man

Whose faith was tested sore;

And when the testing time was done,

God blessed him all the more.

The Psalms are written for the heart,

That we should meditate;

And as we carry out our part,

The spirit will relate.

The Proverbs are the wisdom signs

That we should really know;

In every verse the guiding lines,

By which we learn and grow.

Ecclesiastes is the place

Where vanity is taught;

The viewpoint of the human race,

But not the godly sort.

The Song of Solomon is love,

As that designed for man;

It emanates from God above,

And motivates His plan.

Isaiah is the prophet who

Foretells Messiah’s birth;

And speaks about His suffering too,

When crucified on earth.
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In Jeremiah all is lost;

Jerusalem destroyed;

The city pays the dreadful cost,

When grace is thus ignored.

The Lamentations and the sighs;

The godly man bewails;

The lowly remnant sobs and cries;

Jerusalem travails.

Ezekiel, proclaiming long

The glory of the Lord;

For there shall be a lasting song,

With peace and joy restored.

In Daniel God rules the earth

With sceptre true and strong;

For He receives the highest worth

From those who thus belong.

Hosea speaks of love and grace,

A message for the weak;

For God has never turned His face

From souls who search and seek.

In Joel we are told about

The judgment of the Lord;

But God will pour His Spirit out,

And joy will spread abroad.

The book of Amos makes it plain;

The message is quite clear;

The righteousness of God shall reign,

And go from year to year.
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In Obadiah, there we read

About a Gentile land;

The ones who came from Esau’s seed,

Received back what they’d planned.

Now Jonah was an able man

To spread the gospel news;

And after three days in the deep,

He had no more excuse.

In Micah is the prophecy

Regarding Bethlehem;

The birthplace of the One who is

The Saviour of all men.

In Nahum God records for all

The destiny of those,

Who will not answer to His call

And take the path He chose.

In Habakkuk we hear the sound:

The righteous live by faith.

But if the message falls to ground,

Our lives will be a wraith.

In Zephaniah God is Judge,

And there is no relief;

But God has promised He will save

Those having true belief.

In Haggai, an important tryst,

The work is true and tried;

For those who build on Jesus Christ,

God’s name is glorified.
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In Zechariah God is King,

The One upon the throne;

For He is coming and will bring

Salvation for His own.

In Malachi the door is wide,

Salvation full and free;

And those who will in God abide,

His glory they shall see.

REMEMBER THOU ME!

According to Thy mercy remember Thou me 

for Thy goodness’ sake, O LORD. 

Psalm 25:7

Remember me, O Lord,

With mercy Thou hast shown,

Toward the children Thou hast bought,

Whom Thou hast made Thine own.

When I recall Thy blood,

Shed forth on Calvary,

Thy love surpasses human thought

In what Thou didst for me.

I shall not be ashamed,

For Thou hast made me free;

My soul hath found its resting place

Eternally in Thee.
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NEW TESTAMENT

For this is My blood of the new testament, 

which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

Matthew 26:28

The good news of Matthew is Jesus the King;

The Ruler of Gentile and Jew.

His kingdom is coming and with it will bring,

A rulership righteous and true.

In Mark we see Jesus, the Servant of God;

Isaiah described Him of old.

His service was pure on the path which He trod;

Its value more precious than gold.

In Luke we see Jesus as Man among men;

The Friend of the poor and oppressed.

He died for their sins and was raised up again,

And all who receive Him are blessed.

In John the portrayal is Jesus the Son;

The Word became flesh in the womb.

Two natures distinct and coherent in One,

Victorious over the tomb.

The Acts tells the story of Spirit-filled men,

Proclaiming abroad the good news.

The Lord, He is risen! Go tell it again!

Salvation for Gentiles and Jews!

In Romans we read a progressive account,

That death is the wages of sin.

But God has provided a life-giving fount,

For souls who are thirsty within.
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Corinthians deals with the problems of life,

Essentially those of the saints.

Of matters which tend toward envy and strife,

And bring on divisive complaints.

Galatians exposes the legalist claim

That Christians are bound under Law;

But those who have trusted Emmanuel’s name

Are freed by His blood evermore.

Ephesians is filled with the wonder of Him,

Whose glory was seen on the earth;

He came with the purpose to put away sin,

Enabling our spiritual birth.

Philippians tells of the joy that is ours,

The treasure we have in the Lord;

It stands up against all the devilish powers,

And cannot be killed by the sword.

Colossians addresses heretical views,

Which still flourish widely today;

They infiltrate churches and sit in the pews,

And lead weak believers astray.

We find Thessalonians living in hope,

But working their faith out in time;

Their labour of love, with its power and scope,

Has lessons for your life and mine.

Now Timothy gives an informative guide,

For elders who shepherd the flock;

With deacons as men who are tested and tried,

And building their lives on the Rock.
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In Titus, a case for the island of Crete,

With problems they needed to face;

The Word must correct all the deviant feet

Which wander from mercy and grace.

Philemon tells how a young slave ran away,

And found a new freedom in Rome;

For there he discovered the truth and the way,

That leads to a heavenly home.

In Hebrews the priesthood of Jesus is taught;

Melchizedek shadowed His form;

He intercedes now in the heavenly court,

For those who are spiritually born.

In James is a message for us who have heard;

Our faith must be seen by its fruit;

As not simply hearing but doing the word;

Thus wearing our God-given suit.

In Peter, God’s holiness comes to the fore;

It should be our goal and delight.

He followed the Lord as He walked by the shore,

And saw Him transfigured in light.

In John it is love permeating throughout,

Describing the life that is pure;

Controlled by the Spirit, both clean and devout,

With qualities bound to endure.

In Jude we are told to contend for the truth,

As that handed down to the saints.

We have a Redeemer descended from Ruth;

A Saviour without any taints.
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We reach Revelation with glory in sight,

As Jesus comes into His own;

The Saviour who put all our darkness to flight,

And reigns on His heavenly throne.

THE MORNING STAR

When they saw the star, 

they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

Matthew 2:10

Our Saviour left His throne above

To show the world His Father’s love.

At Bethlehem, the house of bread,

They laid Him on a manger bed.

An infant child both small and weak,

But still the One whom wise men seek;

For He alone can save the soul

And point us to our heavenly goal.

If you have never met the Lord

Through disobedience to His Word

Then be prepared to hear Him say,

I never knew you! Go away!

But if you think His claims are true

And that He really cares for you,

Then be like me, obey His voice

And make your most important choice.
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GODLINESS

But when the fulness of the time was come, 

God sent forth His Son.

Galatians 4:4

The gospel of the risen Lord

Was not received from man;

It was revealed by Jesus Christ

Before the Church began.

If anyone preach otherwise

Than what has been rehearsed,

Then let him be anathema,

In other words, accursed.

Our gracious God was manifest;

Appearing in the flesh;

So great is such a mystery

Of perfect godliness.

And in the Spirit justified,

With angels looking on;

Proclaimed among humanity,

Where messengers have gone.

Believed on by the common folk,

Regardless of their caste;

Received up into Majesty

With glory unsurpassed.
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APOSTASY

This know also, that in the last days...

men will be lovers of themselves.

2 Timothy 3:1

The Spirit says explicitly

That in the latter days,

A number will depart the faith

And choose demonic ways.

Who speak lies in hypocrisy,

Their conscience being seared;

Forbidding normal marriages;

A custom long revered.

Commanding total abstinence

From foods regarded whole;

Which God created perfectly

For every living soul.

They have a form of godliness

But yet deny its power;

Absorbed in their self-righteousness,

They sin from hour to hour.

The Scripture has commanded us:

From such men turn away!

Their folly will be manifest

Upon the Judgment Day.
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THE OLIVET DISCOURSE

Heaven and earth shall pass away,

but My words shall not pass away.

Matthew 24:35

As God is perceptive of all that occurs,

Beholding events in advance;

In love He has told us of what lies ahead,

For nothing can happen by chance.

The Lord was preparing His few chosen sheep,

For things they would see in their time,

As they were admiring the great temple scene,

A structure ornate and sublime.

This beautiful temple with all of its wealth

Would one day be ashes and smoke,

And thus was the prophecy duly fulfilled,

Some forty years after He spoke.

The fall of Jerusalem, 70 A.D.

Is found in the annals of men;

Disasters from God which have happened like this

Are certain to happen again.

As Jesus was with His disciples that day

He sat on the Olivet Mount,

And gave forth His discourse of future events;

A detailed and graphic account.

They asked Him of things which would signal the end,

When times of the age are complete;

He warned them of famines in various climes

When hardship would reach every street.
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Let no one deceive you for many will come

Assuming to speak in My name;

And say, I am He, thus deceiving the world,

While spreading their counterfeit claim.

And when you hear rumours of fighting and wars

Do not be unsettled nor fear,

For such things must happen increasingly so

As friendships of old disappear.

For you will be hated because of My name

And great persecutions will come,

And then they will bring you up into the courts,

Take care that you do not succumb.

And do not premeditate what you shall say

For such will be given to you;

The Spirit of God will be speaking to them

With words which they cannot subdue.

But when you see that which the prophet foretold;

That covert and blasphemous smear;

Then those in the country should flee to the hills,

For great tribulation is near.

The Lord went on further describing events

In terms of a parable play;

When fig trees are budding you clearly can tell

That summer is well on the way.

So likewise, when things such as these are in view,

You know that the kingdom is nigh,

Take heed to yourselves lest the cares of this life

Distract you as things passing by.
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The kingdom of God can be likened as such

To virgins awaiting the groom,

But on his arrival were found fast asleep,

Which sealed their unspeakable doom.

Or likened to one who has travelled afar

And left his possessions behind,

Distributing talents to each of his staff,

To use as occasion would find.

The Day of the Lord will arrive as a snare

On all those who dwell on the earth;

And just as the days which preceded the flood,

True value will have little worth.

Then Jesus repeated this simple command

To all who will hear and obey:

Be watchful as servants who wait for their Lord

Till empires have faded away.

YOUR INVITATION

Seek ye the LORD while He may be found.

Isaiah 55:6

Ho! Everyone who has a thirst,

And he who cannot pay;

Come to the waters, buy and eat,

And have your fill today.
Why spend the wages of your toil

For that which is not bread? 

Incline your ear and come to Him,

Who makes alive the dead.
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Come, seek the Lord with all your heart;

Call while He may be found;

Let wickedness be put away;

God’s love is never bound.

His thoughts are not the thoughts of men,

Nor yet His wondrous ways;

They far exceed in majesty

The highest mortal praise.

For as the rain comes from above,

And falls upon the earth,

So shall the word of God bring forth

Its fruit of highest worth.

OUR BLESSED HOPE

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, 

1 Corinthians 15:51

If we believe that Jesus died,

And from the grave arose,

So God will bring along with Him

Those loved ones in repose.

For this we say by holy word

That we who still remain,

Shall not precede the sleeping ones

When Jesus comes again.

The Lord will come amid the clouds,

Descending with a shout;

The archangel will give a cry;

The trumpet will blare out.
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And so the dead in Jesus Christ

Will be the first to rise;

Then we too shall be taken up 

To meet Him in the skies.

And thus we shall be with the Lord

For all eternity;

So let us share this precious truth

With every saint we see.

SEVEN DEADLY SINS

Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

1 Thessalonians 5:22

These six misdeeds the Lord God hates;

Yes, seven He abominates:

A lying tongue, a haughty look;

An attitude He cannot brook.

Whoever sheds untainted blood;

A heart that plans more ill than good;

Feet running swift to evil deeds;

A mouth from which deceit proceeds.

A person who by stealth or dupe,

Sows discord in a close-knit group.

As all these things will come to naught

We should abstain from all such thought.
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AUSTRALIA

And God saw every thing that He had made, 

and, behold, it was very good.

Genesis 1:31

Australia the country we love to call home;

With all its wild beauty and bushtracks to roam.

The shimmering heat of the Nullarbor Plain.

The snow on Mount Wellington after the rain.

The legend of bushrangers cunning and bold.

The glow of the campfires where stories are told:

Brave pioneers trekking new frontiers ahead;

The thirst and the hardship which finished the dead.

The natives, a race with a history of old.

Their love of the land with its treasures untold.

Such skill in the paintings they leave in the rock.

A quiet living people and peace loving folk.

The flora and fauna both unique and rare.

Great carpets of flowers when springtime is here.

Tall eucalypts spreading their foliage on high;

The karris with tops reaching up to the sky.

The blue leschenaultia, the kangaroo paw;

The strange looking blackboys; what can we say more.

They all add their colours and give their display;

Enriching our pleasure from day unto day.

The battling Aussie in tee-shirt and thong.

The hard working mothers we’ve loved for so long.

The farmers providing the food that we need,

By feeding their cattle and planting their seed.
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The ‘roos and the wallabies hopping around.

The reptiles and snakes sneaking over the ground.

The blowflies and mossies all buzzing and bite.

The myriad bird life with plumage so bright.

Oh wonder of wonders, so big and so wide.

The flow of the rivers, the ebb of the tide.

The highlands and lowlands of plateau and plain.

The grass which dries up and the rocks that remain.

So great is our country so wondrously made.

So great is our God as the Scriptures have said:

Let earth bring forth herbs which shall be for their food.

And all that God made He pronounced very good.

So great is our Saviour, He’s Lord over all.

He loves everyone, both the mighty and small.

He’s coming to take up His glorious throne,

And rule all the nations uniquely His own.

To Him who made all things, the sky and the sea.

To Him who forever and ever will be,

Our God and Creator, our Lord and our Friend;

To Him be the glory that never shall end.
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JOB

For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

and that He shall stand at the latter day 

upon the earth.

Job 19:25

A man whose life was blameless,

Dwelt in the land of Uz;

He lost his sons and daughters,

Which sparked off quite a buzz.

His friends heard of his sufferings,

And came with great lament;

As Job sat on the ash heap,

His mantle torn and rent.

Now Satan had been saying,

That Job was not sincere;

That if he lost his fortune,

His faith would disappear;

The Lord permitted Satan 

To exercise his power;

And Job was struck with evil,

Upon that very hour.

Although his friends were conscious

Of all his grief and pain,

Their speech did not bring solace,

Or comfort in its train;

Their learning was far-reaching,

In all its form and scope;

But mooted expositions

Do not elicit hope.
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Eliphaz spoke obtusely;

His counsel was sublime:

The guilty shall be punished

According to their crime;

But if a man is upright

His innocence is seen;

And there is no escaping

The pitfalls in between.

Then Job gave forth his answer;

His grief was fully weighed:

My days are like a shuttle

Whose move is never stayed;

I loathe my very being;

My skin is like a crust;

I would not live forever,

But lie down in the dust.

Then Bildad was indignant,

How long will you give vent?

Are not your words deficient?

Is truth and justice spent?

If you were pure and upright

The Lord would honour you;

And though you started lowly

His blessings would accrue.

Then Zophar added, Truly,

If sin has cast its lure,

But you have thrust it from you;

Will you not dwell secure?
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Yes, men will court your favour,

And seek your good report;

But wicked men shall perish;

Their hope shall come to naught.

Elihu, who was younger,

Did not speak up before;

Because the other counsel

Had occupied the floor.

He saw there was no answer

Forthcoming from these men;

Because their words did nothing,

But censure and condemn.

Then God spoke from the whirlwind,

Unto His servant Job;

His words were disapproving,

And sharper than a probe;

Then Job confessed before Him,

I’ve heard Thee with the ear;

But now mine eye hath seen Thee,

My guilt is more severe.

The Lord restored His servant,

When Job prayed for his friends;

Because their suppositions

Were based upon pretence.

And Job was blessed with children,

And lived for many years;

For God’s abundant mercies

Outweigh our earthly fears.
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MARTHA AND MARY

Now Jesus loved Martha, 

and her sister, and Lazarus.

John 11:5

Martha and Mary were friends of the Lord;

He came for a visit one day.

Martha invited Him into her house,

Befitting the customary way.

She was distracted with so much to do,

While making the Lord feel at home.

But in her serving, she thought, Wait a bit!

I’m doing this all on my own!

Coming to Jesus, she stated her case,

And bid that the Lord would command.

Speak to my sister and tell her to help!

Assist me and give me a hand!

Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet,

And choosing to take in His word.

Teaching more precious and dear to her soul,

Than any she ever had heard.

Jesus was seeking the best for them both,

And Mary had chosen that part.

All Christian service falls short of its goal

If not coming forth from the heart.

First we must listen like Mary of old,

And then when our service is pure;

Offer the Saviour our bodies and then,

He’ll gladly accept them, I’m sure.
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THE WOMAN OF SYCHAR

Come, see a man, which told me all things 

that ever  I did; is not this the Christ?

John 4:29

The Pharisees had overheard

That certain changes had occurred;

The news came through to everyone

That Jesus baptized more than John.

The Lord departed from Judea;

The way ahead was always clear.

He must go through Samaria,

And meet up with a woman there.

He halted by a plot of ground;

The site where Jacob’s well is found.

His friends had gone to buy some meat

As they had nothing left to eat.

The woman came with pot in hand;

It was midday you understand;

There was a long accepted rule

To come out when the day was cool.

The Lord disarmed her straightaway.

She did not know quite what to say.

To ask a drink! And He a Jew!

It’s simply not the thing to do!

If she but knew the gift of God,

And who it was who spoke the word,

She would have asked and so received

His living water, Spirit-breathed.
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The well was deep and furthermore

He had no means, she clearly saw:

Where do You get that living flow?

She could not see how it was so.

Our father Jacob watered here,

And left this well for us to share.

She added somewhat dubiously,

Are You a greater One than he?

To which the Lord gave His reply,

This water cannot satisfy.

The living water which I bring

Shall be an everlasting spring.

At this the woman made her plea,

Sir, give that water now to me,

That I may never thirst nor draw

This water as I have before.

The Lord brought up a moral view,

Go bring your husband here with you.

She said, I haven’t got a spouse.

Although a man lived at her house.

You have well spoken, He replied.

In saying that you haven’t lied.

You’ve had five husbands up to date.

The man you have is not your mate.

You are a prophet, Sir, I see.

She answered Him, evasively.

Our fathers worshipped on this mount,

But You say that’s of no account.
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The Lord then carefully explained,

The mode of worship now ordained,

For all believers at the Throne:

In spirit and in truth alone.

The woman gaining confidence,

Came back at Him with her response:

Messiah’s coming; He will bring

The truth and tell us everything.

He said with due solemnity,

The One who speaks to you is He.

At that the woman left her jar,

And spread the news around Sychar.

She told the men who gathered round,

About the Friend whom she had found;

Come, see a Man who knows my past!

Is this the Christ who’s come at last?

And many folk from there went out

To meet this Man she spoke about,

And verified as they gave heed,

We know that this is Christ indeed.

VOLITION

The entrance of Thy words giveth light.

Psalm 119:130

Let us look at institutions, vital for the human race.

Guaranteed for our protection, as they fill their rightful place.

Recognised by every nation; exercised by every creed.

Interlocking; self-sustaining; reinforced by word and deed.
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First of all there is volition, man’s accountability.

As we make our daily choices; now and for eternity.

Man was told by his Creator, You may eat of every tree.

But there was a prohibition as a test of probity.

Man became an unbeliever when he chose to eat the fruit.

Thus his soul was plunged in darkness; impotent and destitute.

Judgment fell upon the couple as the sentence was decreed.

Death for spirit, soul and body, for the man and for his seed.

But another clause was added for the hapless man and wife.

Sin without a just solution carries on to endless strife.

God Himself would be the victim in submission to His plan;

He would bear the consequences brought about by sinful man.

Thus the curse was instituted on the couple and the earth.

Sin would now be carried over to each offspring at its birth.

Human will must now be centred from a state of slavery,

Not towards a tree of knowledge but to one at Calvary.

Now that man is lost and fallen so another must be found;

Not possessing sinful nature, nor a spirit earthly bound.

Someone who would by obedience pay the price of sin’s demand;

With a life of love and virtue rescue us from Satan’s hand.

So volition is the issue facing you and me today.

Will we trust our Lord and Saviour taking all our sins away?

Satan wants to take us with him while he’s got us in his power;

Faith in Christ alone can save us from that dreadful judgment hour.
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MARRIAGE

And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, 

made He a woman, and brought her unto the man.

Genesis 2:22

Let us now consider marriage; institution number two.

Man the head and she the helper for the roles that would ensue.

For the man was first created, then the woman from his side.

Thus her role was complemental as the bond was sanctified.

So the pattern was established, vested in the royal pair.

Man was given full dominion of creation everywhere.

Lord of every living creature, on the land and in the sea.

Both depended on their Master in their bonded liberty.

All creation lived in concert with the couple at the start.

God had given clear instructions, simple trust must be their part.

Work would be a source of pleasure as the earth brought forth its fruit

Light would be their outer clothing, with no need of mourning suit.

But, alas, the woman stumbled when confronted by the snake.

While she listened not discerning that his counsel was a fake.

She consented with suggestions that her God must be unfair;

And the fruit looked so enticing as it hung before her there.

What was Adam occupied with? Had he not fulfilled his role?

Should he not have been beside her as protector of her soul?

So she ate the fruit forbidden by the Lord’s express command;

And her husband followed after when he took it from her hand.

Woman now must suffer childbirth and the pain of raising seed.

Man, instead of tending gardens, must contend with thorn and weed.

Life would be a constant battle marked by worry, pain and woe;

Rulership was delegated to their sworn pernicious foe.
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What the Lord has instituted cannot fail or be destroyed.

Every plot devised by Satan will one day be null and void.

In the meantime he is busy undermining what he will;

Using means at his disposal to attack the marriage bill.

God has planned another marriage for a future day in store.

It comprises church believers who are saved for evermore.

God Himself will be the Bridegroom in the Person of His Son;

And the Church will be His consort when this present age is done.

FAMILY

And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Ephesians 6:4

Part and parcel of a nation: institution number three.

As the basis for succession, God designed the family.

It has been the sure foundation by which nations may succeed.

Once the home has lost importance, fame and fortune soon recede.

Families were made to function by the law of love and grace.

Every member of the unit has a role and proper place.

There must be respect and honour; help for parents growing old.

Father has the solemn duty as protector of the fold.

He is leader of the household in conjunction with his wife.

Teaching wisdom, love and virtue; fitting sons for future life.

Wisdom is the golden virtue all his children should acquire;

Learning of their Lord and Saviour who can fill their soul’s desire.
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Mother has the unique honour, having children at her breast.

Fashioning their first responses with a comfort warm and blessed.

If she has a love relation with the Saviour in her heart,

Then His love can flow on through her to her offspring from the start.

In a future dispensation when this present age is done,

God will bring about His purpose which He destined in His Son.

Every son and every daughter, every child He calls His own,

Will be gathered in the heavens there to worship at His throne.

GOVERNMENT

And she brought forth a man child, 

who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.

Revelation 12:5

God designed for every nation, institution number four.

To ensure the role of freedom and uphold the rule of law.

From the days of Noah’s rescue sole authority is wrought,

By the arm of ruling bodies and the judgment of the court.

Government was not intended to displace the other roles.

Nor to interfere with freedom God ordained for human souls.

Every bit of legislation; every bill devised by man,

Which ignores divine instruction, constitutes an empty plan.

Man, because he has departed from the truth that is revealed,

Comes up with his panaceas improvised for every field.

But instead of bringing safety, crime increases year by year;

For the brains of legislators are no match for godly fear.

Government will be invested in a Person qualified;

Justice will at last be rendered for the sin of homicide.

Every law that God has written; every code that He ordains,

Will one day be implemented by the Saviour when He reigns.
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READ IT FOR YOURSELF

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 

and a light unto my path.

Psalm 119:105

God has given information in a Book for us to read.

It contains His revelation, covering our every need.

Written down by seer and prophet, guided by a Spirit true.

Everything to life pertaining, God has given me and you.

We must recognize the statements; facts that cannot be denied.

Life and death, and light and darkness; truths we dare not put aside.

Promises that cannot fail us; warnings if we do not trust.

All attempts to give man glory, God describes in terms of dust.

In the Book we see God’s person, Father, Son, and Spirit three.

Time is measured on a table, He has fixed by His decree.

As our God is just and righteous, holiness must be our goal;

Sin must be confessed before Him, from a meek and humble soul.

History has been divided into ages planned for all;

Known to us as dispensations, instituted from the Fall.

Each is building on the former, till at last when time is gone,

All creation faces judgment, in the presence of the Son.

Everything we see around us, will one day have passed away.

This creation is not destined to outlast the Judgment Day.

God has planned a new creation with no place for death or sin;

Only those whose souls are ransomed have the right to enter in.
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DORCAS

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple  named Tabitha,

which by interpretation is called Dorcas.

Acts 9:36

A lady called Dorcas was full of good deeds;

She made coats and garments for those who had needs;

In time this dear lady fell poorly and died;

Her body was washed and laid gently aside.

Now Peter was staying at Lydda just then;

The faithful at Joppa sent two able men;

Requesting that Peter would come right away;

And so he went with them and did not delay.

They took him upstairs to the room where she slept;

The widows stood by him in tears as they wept.

They showed him the garments which Dorcas had made;

The loss of their loved one had left them dismayed.

He put them outside and then being alone,

He made his petition to God at the throne;

Then spoke to the body, Tabitha, arise!

And Dorcas awoke and she opened her eyes.

She looked up at Peter who gave her his hand,

And lifted her up as he helped her to stand;

He called in the widows who found with delight,

Their Dorcas alive looking healthy and bright.

The news of this thing was progressively known;

And all throughout Joppa the gospel was sown.

The good works of Dorcas await their reward,

From Jesus the Righteous, our Saviour and Lord.
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NICODEMUS

Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 

he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.    

John 3:5

A man named Nicodemus did some visiting one night.

His visit has provided us with valuable insight.

He was by trade a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews;

Instructed in the Jewish law, but not about good news.

He knew about the miracles which Jesus had produced;

And so He must have come from God, a teacher, he deduced.

Before he could get very far with logic from his head,

Our Lord saw further of his need and quickly cut him dead.

Except a man be born again he cannot even see,

The kingdom which belongs to God, our Lord said pointedly.

How can a man be born again? His visitor replied;

Can he go to his mother’s womb and clamber back inside?

We should not laugh at Nicodemus commenting like this;

Our Lord was only stating truth we simply cannot miss.

We may not be a ruler or have any rank at all;

But everyone is cursed with sin resulting from the Fall.

Our Lord then gave an explanation of the second birth.

The flesh can only father flesh which goes back to the earth.

The way for every human soul to reach the realm above,

Has been provided by the Lord and in the Saviour’s love.

The Spirit is the Agent who points out the human need;

Convicting sinners of their sin performed by word and deed.

Because all sin was placed upon the Saviour at the Cross,

Rejection of His finished work will earn eternal loss.
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If you have not been born again and know it in your heart;

And recognise that faith in Christ is your allotted part;

Then listen very closely what the Scriptures have to say,

And just like Nicodemus have your sins all washed away.

ZACCHAEUS

He also is a son of Abraham.

Luke 19:9

In Jericho there lived a man whose work had made him rich.

He worked for inland revenue: a profitable niche.

Now Zacchaeus was devious: he often fixed the books;

So as he joined a crowd one day he got some stony looks.

He’d heard about a certain Man whose fame had spread abroad.

This Man whose name was Jesus Christ was coming down the road.

But standing there among the crowd he simply could not see;

So Zacchaeus ran on ahead and climbed into a tree.

He waited with the other folk who’d gathered down the street;

As Jesus came along the road He stopped below his feet.

I must stay at your home today, He said to Zacchaeus;

Who scrambled down and joyfully took Jesus to his house.

The crowd who witnessed this event were not at all impressed.

They did not think that Jesus should have been a sinner’s guest.

But Zacchaeus stood penitent, his heart no longer cold;

If I have cheated any, Lord, I’ll pay him back fourfold.

And half of all the goods I have I give unto the poor.

He knew his life of avarice could not last any more.

Salvation came into his house: the Lord had made him free.

Thus Zacchaeus the devious became a devotee.
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THE RICH YOUNG RULER

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 

than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.    

Mark 10:25

A ruler came running to Jesus one day,

And made a request on his knees.

He wanted to do some acceptable deed,

Whereby he could merit his pleas.

Good Teacher, he said as he bowed himself low,

What virtuous deed shall I do,

That I may inherit perpetual life?

Assuming his work would accrue.

So Jesus responded and said to the man,

Why do you address Me as good?

There is no one person befitting that mode

Except for the Person of God.

But if you desire to inherit the life,

You know such commandments as these:

Do not commit murder, nor steal anything;

Eschew all adulterous deeds.

The witness you give must be honest and true.

Defraud not from any his own.

And give to your parents the proper respect

Befitting their place in the home.

The ruler replied in a confident voice,

All these have I kept from my youth;

What else do I lack to inherit the life?

He could not envisage the truth.
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The Lord looked intently upon this young man,

With love that flowed out from His heart:

If you would be perfect then sell all your goods

And give to the poor every part.

Then you shall have treasure in heaven above:

The riches that God has in store.

Come, take up the cross, and be following Me.

The Lord did not add any more.

On hearing these sayings his countenance fell,

Because his possessions were great.

He turned away sorrowful, grieved in his heart,

Not willing to lose his estate.

Then Jesus looked at His disciples and said,

I verily say unto you,

‘Tis hard for a man with abundance of wealth

To enter the life that is true.

A LAME MAN WALKS

And He shall send Jesus Christ, 

which before was preached unto you.    

Acts 3:20

He sat in the dust by the Beautiful Gate;

They carried him there every day.

His only recourse was in begging for alms,

From any who happened that way.

He never had walked from the day he was born;

His ankles and feet were so weak.

He often had wished he had strength in his bones;

The future seemed hopeless and bleak.
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One day as he sat by the same temple gate,

He saw two men coming to pray.

So stretching his hand out he asked for an alms,

As he had been doing all day.

Then one of the men, Simon Peter by name,

Gave heed as he heard his request;

And fixing his eyes on this man begging alms,

He sensed that this man could be blessed.

He said to the man, Look directly at us!

He looked at them both in the face;

Expecting to get a donation from them,

Which might pay the rent on his place.

I do not have silver or gold, Peter said,

But that which I have I give you.

Arise up and walk in the name of the Lord!

While reaching his hand to him too.

His ankles and feet gained immediate strength,

And rising, he sprang to his feet;

Then leaping, he jumped about one metre’s length,

For him, a considerable feat.

He entered the temple with Peter and John,

Extolling the Lord every bound;

He could not contain his excitement and joy,

His feet hardly stayed on the ground.

The people could see this man jumping for joy,

And wondered about his estate;

They knew it was him who had long been outside,

Soliciting alms at the gate.
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So as he was leaping and praising the Lord,

And staying close by to his friends;

They gathered around with astonishing looks,

Amazed at these marvellous trends.

Then Peter responded and said to the crowd,

Why all this excitable talk?

And why are you looking intently at us,

As though we have made this man walk?

The God of our Fathers has honoured His Son;

The One you denied out of hand;

When Pilate had tried Him and found no offence,

Resolving to quash His remand.

But there you rejected the Holy and Just;

And asked for a felon instead.

But Him you rejected, the Lord Prince of life,

Our God has raised up from the dead.

This man whom you see and is known unto you;

Who begged and was formerly lame;

Has got his new soundness through faith in the Lord;

Through trusting in Jesus’ name.

Repent, be converted and blot out your sins,

That times of refreshing may come;

That God may send unto you Jesus the Christ,

Who waits till restoring is done.

For Moses said truly, Jehovah your God,

Will raise up a Prophet like me;

And Him you shall hear in whatever He says,

Or suffer untold injury.
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GOD’S REDEMPTIVE PLAN

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.    Luke 21:28

When the Lord created woman, it was always in His plan,

That she complement His image He invested in the man;

Who in turn would be ennobled by the one born from his bone;

So together they might glorify the Saviour on His throne.

But the plan was interrupted, for the Lord already knew,

That a test of their volition was both requisite and due.

Thus the Tempter found his opening and solicited to sin;

So the image was degraded as transgression entered in.

Now the plan could not be thwarted by intrusion good or bad;

Even though the total ruin was so very very sad.

For the Lord had made a promise which prophetically said,

That the Offspring of the woman would destroy the serpent’s head.

At the time of His appointment so the Lord took on our frame;

Having laid aside His glory which adorned His holy name;

Being found in low appearance, He submitted to the Cross;

Where He cried in dereliction having suffered every loss.

Now the darkest day had fallen with its legacy of fear.

For what hope was there remaining with the Lord no longer near?

But a new day was approaching which the gloom could not deny;

For behold, the tomb is empty! He is risen! ‘tis our cry.

For we have a risen Saviour who is present every day.

Seeking those who are obedient and desire His holy way;

So together let us laud Him with our sacrifice of praise;

With thanksgiving to the Father and the Author of our days.
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A CANAANITE WOMAN

Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David!    

Matthew 15:22

A Canaanite woman cried out unto Jesus,

Have mercy upon me, O Lord!

My daughter is grievously vexed with a demon.

But He did not answer a word.

The men who were with Him: His trusty disciples,

Were urging Him, Send her away!

But she kept persisting with her interjections,

And would not be silenced this way.

Then Jesus declared to this woman who followed,

The purpose for which He was sent:

I came not except to the lost sheep of Israel.

But she did not lose her intent.

She worshipped Him openly, saying, Lord, help me!

But Jesus went on, Furthermore,

It’s not good to take bread prepared for the children

And cast it to dogs on the floor.

The woman said, True Lord; she caught His expression,

Alluding to those in her land,

Yet even the dogs eat the crumbs from the table

That fall from it onto the ground.

Then Jesus acknowledged this woman’s persistence,

O woman, how great is your faith!

So let it be done for you as you desire it.

Her daughter was found well and safe.
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IT IS FINISHED

Beginning at Moses and all the prophets,

He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 

the things concerning Himself.    

Luke 24:27

When Adam had chosen a path of his own;

The Lord God pursued him for what he had sown;

In love and in grace He made garments of skin;

The symbols which spoke of the ransom for sin.

The blood of the animals signalled to man,

That access to God must conform to His plan;

Because God is holy and man is depraved,

A bridge must be found for mankind to be saved.

If God had decided, for so was the hurt,

To banish His creatures and give our desert;

He would not be other than holy and true,

For we would be getting our merited due.

But knowing full well we were helpless and lost,

He made a decree notwithstanding the cost;

The debt of our sin has been settled in full;

Salvation is finished which none can annul.

Our God is the Saviour from sin and from death;

He cried, It is done! as He drew His last breath;

Whoever will come and partake of this Bread,

Shall live on forever although he were dead.
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FROM JORDAN TO GLORY

He hath done all things well:    

He maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.    

Mark 7:37

A Figure walked quietly to Jordan one day;

His messenger waiting to witness and say:

There stands One among you whom you do not know;

A Lamb without blemish and spotless as snow.

The Stranger was Jesus our Saviour and Lord;

A Stranger no longer but known by His word.

His word is our promise both steadfast and sure;

His character blameless and humble and pure.

Our Lord walked in Jewry with healing and life;

Where many had demons and sickness was rife.

Though many were cured and made perfectly whole,

Restoring to health was not mainly His goal.

A more deadly malady deeper within,

Was cursing mankind with the ravage of sin.

It needed much more than a touch from the King;

It called for a sacrifice no one could bring.

A Figure walked staggering slowly one morn;

His cross was so heavy a load to be borne.

He’d suffered the flogging, the mocking, the shame;

The blasphemy hurled with abuse at His name.

So gentle a Figure, no violence did know;

The walk up that hill was so painfully slow.

He went there to rescue a race that was lost,

By bearing our judgment at infinite cost.
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A Figure hung naked transfixed to a tree;

The Lord of all glory so awesome to see.

Though God had foreknown there was no other plan;

The Son of His love was the victim for man.

A Figure sits nobly in heaven right now;

A laurel of victory gracing His brow;

With honour and glory His work is complete.

Dear Lord we adore Thee and fall at Thy feet.

A DEMONIAC HEALED

And when He went forth to land, there met Him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time.    

Luke 8:27

A Gadarene demoniac was living by the sea.

His strength from demon influence caused much anxiety.

The locals could not tame him so they bound him up in chains;

But every time he broke the bonds, undoing all their pains.

One day he met the Saviour who was visiting the land.

The Lord had stirred his spirit by the tone of His command.

The man fell down and worshipped Him and cried aloud in fear.

He knew who Jesus really was and judgment could be near.

The demons dwelling in this man did not desire to quit.

They begged the Lord He would not send them off into the Pit.

A herd of pigs was feeding near upon a mountain side.

They begged that they might go in them and balefully abide.
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The Lord gave them permission so they entered in the swine;

Which rushed on down the mountain slope and ended in the brine.

And so the herd was choked to death and drowned beneath the sea;

But those who fed them ran away at this catastrophe.

They told the people living there about this happening;

Who came out to investigate this catastrophic thing.

They saw the wild man sitting quietly at the Saviour’s feet;

Both fully clothed and sound of mind; his healing was complete.

Now when they saw the man composed they frankly were afraid.

For it was also told them how his life had been remade.

They pleaded with the Lord to go and trouble them no more.

Their profiteering industry had disappeared offshore.

As Jesus got back in the boat, acceding to their plea,

The man from whom He’d cast the demons begged Him earnestly,

That he might go along with Him but Jesus thought it best,

For him to go back to his friends and tell them of His rest.

He went his way and told the people in Decapolis;

Of how the Lord had changed his life from bondage into bliss.

So all the people marvelled at this wondrous work of grace;

And thus the glory of the Lord went forth from place to place.
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SIMON AND THE PROSTITUTE

Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.    

Luke 7:47

A Pharisee informally asked Jesus to a meal;

The welcome he extended did not carry any zeal.

There was no water for His feet; no greeting of a kiss;

Nor was there any fragrant oil; a gesture quite remiss.

A woman came in off the street; a common prostitute.

The host whose name was Simon knew her life was dissolute.

She brought a flask of oil with her; the most she could afford.

It was her way of offering her worship to the Lord.

She stood behind the Saviour as her tears fell on His feet;

And washed them with her flow of tears as Jesus sat at meat.

Then wiped His feet off with her hair: the emblem of her kind;

And kissed His feet repeatedly as Jesus there reclined.

She took the flask of ointment with its store of preciousness,

And poured it on the Saviour’s feet with loving tenderness.

Although her life had been a waste of sin and could not last,

She loved the Lord and knew He could forgive her sinful past.

As Simon saw this woman kneeling at the Saviour’s feet;

And noted that her conduct was quite rude and indiscreet;

He said within himself, If this man really were a seer,

He’d know just who this woman is: a sinner, it is clear.

Then Jesus said to Simon, I’ve a word to say to you.

There was a certain creditor with payments overdue.

One debtor owed five hundred pence; the other owed much less;

And so the man forgave them both and settled their redress.
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Now tell Me, Simon, which of those will love this man the more?

He said, The one forgiven most; who owed him much before.

The Lord replied, You rightly judge; then turning on His seat,

He looked upon the woman who was weeping at His feet.

You see this woman, Simon? When I entered your abode,

There was no water for My feet, so dirtied from the road;

But she has washed My feet with tears and wiped them with her hair;

You gave no kiss, but she has kissed My feet with tender care.

You gave no ointment for My head, but she has dressed My feet;

Anointing them with precious oil; a fragrance pure and sweet.

Although her sins are many they have henceforth been released;

Because she loved so very much; but others love the least.

For those to whom is least forgiven, love so much the less.

A lesson we should take to heart whenever we confess.

Then Jesus told the woman who had kept the lowly place,

Your faith has saved you, go in peace: His parting words of grace.

JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER

There came a man named Jairus... he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying.    Luke 8:41,42

A ruler known as Jairus saw the Lord was passing by.

His daughter lay unwell at home; he feared that she would die.

He begged the Lord that He would come and heal the little maid.

As Jesus went along with him, their progress got delayed.

A woman who for twelve long years endured a flow of blood,

Had sought the help of doctors, spending all her livelihood.

She came behind the Lord and touched the border of His coat.

Immediately the flow was stopped: for reasons not remote.
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Now there was quite a crowd surrounding Jesus at the place.

He said to them, Who touched Me? having sensed a loss of grace.

When everyone denied it for they thronged Him every side;

The woman came up trembling for she could no longer hide.

And falling down before Him she declared before them all,

How she had touched His coat and been delivered from her thrall.

He said to her, Take courage, for your faith has made you whole.

Depart in peace, be healed of that affliction of your soul.

While Jesus was still speaking, one approached the man and said,

Your daughter has just passed away: the little girl was dead.

So do not bother troubling the Teacher any more.

But Jesus said, Fear not, believe as you have done before.

So when they reached the house He saw the people as they wept;

He told them not to weep because the little girl just slept.

But knowing that the girl was dead they laughed Him unto scorn;

So Jesus put them all outside: their mirth was so forlorn.

He took the young girl by the hand and said, Young maid, arise.

Her spirit was revived again; she opened up her eyes;

And rose up from the bed and got up slowly to her feet;

Then Jesus told the parents, Give the girl something to eat.

Her parents were astonished at this thing which He had done;

But Jesus charged them not to tell this thing to anyone.

The Lord knew that His mission was to do the Father’s will,

By offering Himself to God upon a lonely hill.
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ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW

And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.    1 Kings 17:15

Elijah the Tishbite, a prophet of old,

Brought news to king Ahab: incisive and bold;

Now as the Lord liveth before whom I stand,

There shall be no rainfall nor dew in this land.

The Lord told Elijah to get out and hide,

And by the brook Cherith near Jordan abide.

He drank from the waters and then overhead,

The ravens supplied him with protein and bread.

When Cherith had dried up: for there was no rain;

The Lord told Elijah to move once again;

Now get thee along to Sidonian’s land;

A widow shall keep thee as I gave command.

He found the poor widow out gathering wood,

For she was surviving as well as she could.

Elijah requested some water and bread,

But this was the answer she gave him instead.

Now as the Lord liveth I have not a cake,

But just enough meal as a handful to bake;

The oil in the cruse jar has just about gone;

There’s almost enough for myself and my son.

I’m gathering sticks so that I can prepare,

The last of the food, for the cupboard is bare.

And then we shall eat it, both my son and I;

And when we have eaten we’re going to die.
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Fear not, he assured her, but do as you’ve said;

And go now and make me a small cake of bread;

And when thou hast made it please bring it to me,

Then afterward make one for thy son and thee.

For thus says Jehovah the God of Israel,

The barrel of meal and the oil shall not fail,

Until there shall fall on the earth once again,

E’en that which He sendeth: the dew and the rain.

The widow attended to all he did say;

The meal and the oil were renewed every day;

And just as the word of the Lord cannot fail,

So those who will trust Him shall always prevail.

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS

For the love of money is a root of all evil:     

1 Timothy 6:10

A man very wealthy in all earthly riches,

Was living in great luxury.

Another man covered with sores on his body

Was laid by his gate every day;

Desiring to eat of the crumbs from the table

Which fell on the dining room floor;

The dogs came and licked at the sores on his body;

They couldn’t do anything more.

The beggar called Lazarus gave up the spirit;

His earthly sojourning had ceased.

His soul was transported to Abraham’s bosom;

The place of the godly deceased.
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The rich man eventually died like his neighbour;

His riches were gone overnight;

And being in torments he saw at a distance,

There Lazarus resting in light.

He called out in anguish, O Abraham father!

Employing the patriarch’s name.

Send Lazarus that he may bring me some water,

And cool off my tongue in this flame.

But Abraham answered him, Son, you remember,

That you in your life fared so well;

And Lazarus likewise had evil befall him;

He’s resting while you are in hell.

And further, a chasm is set up between us,

So you cannot pass over here;

And those who are dwelling in this place of comfort,

Cannot go across over there.

The rich man remembered his five living brothers

Unmindful of their future state;

Let Lazarus go and relate what he’s witnessed,

Lest they share a similar fate.

But Abraham said, They can learn from the Scriptures,

The things that are forecast ahead.

The rich man insisted they would be repentant,

If someone went back from the dead.

But Abraham said, If they do not hear Moses,

And heed not the writings he gave;

Then neither will they be convinced or persuaded,

Though one rises up from the grave.
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GOD’S TRUE RECORD

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,

 and this life is in His Son.    

1 John 5:11

Our God has left a record that has stood the test of time.

It has a central message both compelling and sublime.

Its purpose is to penetrate the secret inner thought;

Then as it finds a yielded heart, reveal the message brought.

The record has been left for us through many many years.

Though written by the hand of men, the mind of God appears.

If anyone should doubt that it is not completely true,

Then they must wait until the Day when all is brought to view.

Although some parts seem difficult and now irrelevant;

They nonetheless are coupled with a major world event.

Its pages are replete with stories everyone can read,

And verify the things contained for every human need.

It centres in a Person who is near to everyone.

He bore the sins of you and I and when His work was done,

The veil that separated us from God was rent in twain;

We now can enter into life and with our Saviour reign.

This book has been maligned but stands alone in history.

For unbelieving souls it still remains a mystery,

Until the Day arrives when they are judged for every thought,

And all the pride of humankind will fall and come to nought.

A Person will be waiting who was raised up from the dead.

We all shall stand before Him just as He Himself has said.

The only way we can escape from what we all deserve,

Is put our faith in Jesus Christ and thus our souls preserve.
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THE PRODIGAL SON

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him,    

Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee.    

Luke 15:18

Two brothers abode with their father at home,

Enjoying his welfare and keep.

The younger decided he wanted a change

From tending the goats and the sheep.

He said to his father, Please give me the goods

Apportioned that fall unto me.

His father divided his living to them,

And gave each his due legacy.

Not many days after the younger son left,

And went to a land far away;

He wasted his money on pleasureful things,

Which left him without any pay.

A famine arose in the very same land;

A dearth for both people and kine.

He joined himself unto a citizen there,

Who set him to feeding the swine.

He would fain have eaten the pods which they ate;

And no man gave aught unto him.

But when he had come to his senses, he thought,

This dire situation is grim.

He thought of his home where the servants had much,

While he was repining in need:

I’ll go to my father confessing my sin,

And ask him to hire me, indeed.
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I’ll say to my father, I’ve sinned against heaven,

And done this disservice to you;

I’m no longer worthy to carry your name,

Please hire me as one of your crew.

He rose up and came to his father forthwith,

Who saw him some distance away;

And filled with compassion he ran to his son;

For he had been watching each day.

He fell on his neck with a welcoming hug,

And kissed him, so great was his joy.

He’d waited so long with a lingering hope

That one day he’d see his young boy.

His son started telling the wrong he had done,

But while he was having his say,

His father gave orders to bring him new clothes,

And make this a festival day.

Now as they were feasting with music and dance,

The elder son came off the land.

He called to a servant on hearing the sounds,

For such he could not understand.

The servant related the wonderful news:

Your brother has come safe and sound.

Your father has made it a feast day for him,

Because his young son has been found.

The elder son would not go into the house;

Because he resented this stuff.

His father came out and entreated with him;

But he thought it more than enough:
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Behold, I’ve been serving you these many years,

And you never gave me a beast;

But this son of yours has been living with whores,

Yet you have provided a feast.

His father replied, You are always with me,

And all my possessions are yours.

It’s right to make merry and celebrate thus,

For we have a very good cause.

Your brother was dead and is living again;

Our thankfulness cannot be bound.

And so there is joy with the angels of God,

For every lost soul who is found.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.    

John 10:11

Before man existed or earth had been fashioned,

And space-time had not yet occurred;

Our Lord whom we know as the Saviour from heaven

Eternally lived as the Word.

He made all the stars that shine brightly above us;

He spoke, and they came at His call.

The earth with its colourful flowers and beauty;

The sun giving warmth to us all.

In Him was the life which enlightens our darkness,

And shines in the blackness around.

The forces of evil could not overcome it,

Although they are strong and abound.

Poems of the Lord    page 110

He came to His own but they did not receive Him,

Although they were chosen of old.

He sent forth a man as a witness before Him:

The one whom the prophets foretold.

The Word became flesh in the form of our manhood;

His dwelling place humble and low.

He came as a Man who was truthful and gracious

With blessings to share and bestow.

His witness called John gave a true testimony:

The One who proceeds after me,

Has always existed and must take precedence;

There is no one greater than He.

The Lord called out followers, Andrew and Peter;

Nathaniel and Philip and John;

Who left their professions and all their possessions

And followed where He led them on.

By trusting the Saviour they made a commitment

Which bound them together in love;

Although they were weak and their faith was untested,

The Lord gave them grace from above.

The Lord is still calling to those who will listen,

And know they can’t make it alone.

In love He is seeking the sheep who are dying,

Because they have strayed on their own.

Whenever He catches a faint cry of weakness,

Aware of their anguish and pain;

He follows that cry till at last He has found them,

And brings them rejoicing again.
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JONAH

For as Jonah was a sign unto the Ninevites,    

so shall also the Son of man be to this generation.    Luke 11:30

The word of the Lord came to Jonah the seer:

Go, cry unto Nineveh so they will hear.

The sin of that city has risen to Me.

But Jonah rose up and went down to the sea.

A ship bound for Tarshish he found at the port.

But Jonah’s long journey would soon be cut short.

He thought he could flee from Jehovah his Lord;

So paying his fare he went promptly aboard.

A wind from the Lord tossed the ship to and fro,

While Jonah was sleeping on deck down below.

The mariners cried every man to his god;

And cast out the cargo to lighten the load.

The shipmaster came unto Jonah and said,

What meanest thou sleeper, down here on thy bed?

Arise now and call on thy God with thy prayers;

Perhaps we’ll not perish if God really cares.

Then said every man to his fellow, Now come,

And let us cast lots for this evil that’s done;

Then we shall discover the cause of this spate.

The lot fell on Jonah, their God-fearing mate.

They said unto Jonah, Now tell us we pray,

Whose cause is this evil that plagues us today?

What work are you doing? What land are you from?

And who are the people that live at your home?
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He said, I’m a Hebrew; the Lord whom I fear,

Created the sea and the earth that is here.

On hearing, the men were extremely afraid;

They knew he was fleeing, for so he had said.

Then why have you done it? they said unto him.

The weather by now was decidedly grim.

What are we to do? Tell us what shall it be?

He answered them, Throw me out into the sea.

The sea shall be calm for I patently know,

It is for my sake this is happening so.

The men rowed much harder to get to the shore.

The tempest blew stronger than ever before.

The mariners cried to the Lord in their strife,

O Lord, we beseech You, please spare us our life;

O let us not perish because of this man!

For so it has pleased You in all You have done.

The men took up Jonah and with a big throw,

They cast him forth into the waters below.

The sea ceased its raging, the wind became still;

As they were obedient to God’s holy will.

The sailors were fearful at that which occurred,

And offered a sacrifice unto the Lord.

The Lord had prepared a great fish in the sea,

Which opened its mouth and had Jonah for tea.

So Jonah remained in the fish for three days,

And three nights he spent to consider his ways.

Because of affliction the Lord heard his cry,

And spoke to the fish which released him on dry.

Poems of the Lord    page 113

The word of the Lord came to Jonah once more,

Go preach to that city as I bid before.

He went forth and cried in a tone somewhat buoyed,

In forty days Nineveh shall be destroyed!

The people of Nineveh truly believed,

And put on them sackcloth as deeply they grieved.

The king and his noblemen ordered a fast,

And cried to the Lord whom they turned to at last.

When God saw their works and the change it had wrought,

He no more would do to them as He had sought.

But Jonah got angry and very displeased;

As now the impending disaster had eased.

He said, Lord I know You are gracious and true;

Relenting from doing the harm You would do;

So Lord, take my life for ‘tis better I die!

Thus Jonah did utter his sorrowful cry.

Then Jonah went east for some respite and shade,

And sat in a booth which he’d carefully made.

And there he sat waiting and watching to see,

What might be the fate of that ill-famed city.

The Lord made a gourd to give Jonah relief,

To cover his head and deliver from grief.

A worm struck the gourd on the following day,

And Jonah’s new shade plant just withered away.

A vehement wind blew across from the east,

A wind that was hostile to human and beast.

The sun was so hot as it beat on his head;

Then Jonah wished dolefully that he were dead.
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With loss of the shade plant his anger had burned;

He’d gladly rejoiced in the shade he’d not earned.

The Lord said to him, Should not I spare this land?

A folk not discerning their right and left hand?

The story of Jonah is written for all.

It tells how the Lord will respond when we call.

Repentance and faith saved that city of old;

And so shall it be where His gospel is told.

OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

We have such an High Priest, who is set on the right hand 

of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.    

Hebrews 8:1

The God who by His prophets spoke in many varied ways,

Has spoken to us by His Son in these the latter days;

Who, when He had removed our sins with that immortal cry,

Ascended to the Father’s throne in Majesty on high.

He is the splendour of the Light which eyes have never seen.

The very image of the God eternal and supreme.

Through Him the ages were designed; their boundaries decreed;

And by His Word all things consist; both galaxies and seed.

Our Lord has by inheritance obtained a better name,

Than countless holy angels who are held devoid of blame;

For which of them at any time has heard the Father say,

Thou art My Son, I have indeed begotten Thee today.

And when He brings, a second time, the firstborn to the earth,

Let all the angels worship Him, the Lord of Sabaoth.

And of the Son He testifies, Thy throne, O God, exceeds;

For Thou hast loved integrity and hated lawless deeds.
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We therefore must give diligence to that which we have heard;

For if there was a penalty for every broken word,

And every disobedience received a just reward,

How shall we flee the wrath of God if we neglect the Lord?

The world to come of which we speak and which we signify,

Has not been subject by the Lord to angels in the sky;

But one has testified somewhere and we recall his theme,

For what is man that Thou, O God, shouldst so remember him?

Thou madest him a little while below the angel host;

And set him o’er Thy handiwork; from mountain range to coast.

Thou gavest him authority as ruler over all;

But now we do not see his rule by reason of the Fall.

And yet we see our Saviour Lord in glory unsurpassed.

He tasted death for everyone and then He breathed His last.

For it was fitting that the Lord should perfect evermore,

The Author of our blessed hope through sufferings He bore.

Consider, therefore, Jesus Christ, Apostle and High Priest;

So faithful as the One assigned to be the Paschal Feast.

For He is counted worthier than Moses was esteemed;

Since God has glorified His Son by whom we are redeemed.

And now the Holy Spirit says, If you will hear His voice,

Do not be hardened in your heart and make a tragic choice.

Your fathers were rebellious and proved Me forty years.

That generation found no rest throughout their short careers.
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A promise still remains for us of entering His rest;

So let us fear lest anyone should fail this crucial test.

The gospel has been preached to us as in that bygone age;

And yet the Word had no effect because of sacrilege.

The Word of God is powerful and sharper than a sword.

It pierces through our intellect and cannot be ignored.

It is a critic of the thoughts and intents of the heart;

And shall decide our destiny when soul and body part.

We do not have a great High Priest unmindful of our needs;

For He was tested far beyond the realm of human deeds.

And having thus experienced the weakness of our frame,

He recognizes every need we suffer for His Name.

So let us with temerity approach His throne of grace;

That we may find His clemency and run a faithful race;

The tabernacle ritual was clearly understood;

For no one could approach the Lord without atoning blood.

For every priest repeatedly stood making sacrifice;

And though he offered constantly they never could suffice;

But Jesus, after having made one sacrifice for sins,

Is seated in the Majesty until His reign begins.

We have a new and living way which enters through the veil.

The Law was made conditional and thus was bound to fail.

For as the blood of beasts was shed to cover mortal sin,

Much more the blood of Jesus Christ shall make us pure within.
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REBEKAH

What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us?    

Genesis 24:65

As Abraham advanced in years and God had richly blessed,

And Sarah his beloved wife had now been laid to rest;

He called his eldest servant, one in whom he could confide,

And made him swear by God Most High concerning Isaac’s bride.

The daughters of the Canaanites were living close at hand,

As Abraham had for a time been dwelling in their land.

You shall not take a wife from them, he warned him solemnly,

But go to where I used to live and to my family.

But just suppose, the servant said, the woman will not come?

Should I then make the journey back and take along your son?

Beware, in no wise shall you do, his lord was quick to say;

As God had promised him this land he knew his son must stay.

The Lord who took me from my home and that locality,

Has spoken with a solemn oath and promised faithfully.

He told me He will give this land to those who are my seed;

His angel will precede you; you shall bring her back indeed.

But if the woman whom you ask declines to follow you,

Then you are clear from this my oath and shall be hitherto.

And so the servant placed his hand upon his master’s thigh,

And swore that he would do his part before the Lord on high.

With camels ready loaded he departed on his quest.

The angel led him to a place where he could duly rest.

He stopped beside a water hole outside a city bound;

And there his camels rested as they knelt upon the ground.
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The sun was nearly setting and the evening drawing nigh;

The women would be coming for some water by and by;

And so the servant prayed unto his master’s God above:

O Lord I pray Thee send me speed and kindness in Thy love.

Behold, I stand beside a well just waiting Lord on Thee;

The daughters of the city will be coming presently;

And when they come for water I shall speak to one and say,

Let down thy pitcher now for me that I may drink, I pray.

And when the damsel says to me, Drink as it pleases you,

And I will draw some water for your thirsty camels too;

Then let that damsel be the one as seemeth good to Thee,

The chosen one for Isaac, then I’ll know assuredly.

Before he had done speaking, lo, Rebekah came to draw;

Her pitcher on her shoulder just as often times before.

Now she was very comely, whom no man had ever known;

And then she filled her pitcher with the water she had drawn.

The servant ran to meet her and related his request;

So letting down her pitcher she complied with his behest.

And while he watched and waited as the camels drank their fill,

He asked about her father and she said, He’s Bethuel.

She added then moreover, We have straw and provender,

And room enough to lodge in: she could see they’d travelled far.

The man bowed down in worship as he blessed his master’s Lord,

Who pours out love and mercy and forever is adored.

Rebekah ran and told her mother’s house about this thing.

They noticed in her hand she held a lovely golden ring;

With bracelets on her wrists as well: a gift the servant brought;

A present from his master for the one his son would court.
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Rebekah’s brother Laban took it all in at a glance;

For when he saw the bracelets that were on Rebekah’s hands,

And heard his sister telling of the one she’d come to meet,

He said, Come in thou blessed of God! and then they washed their feet.

The servant then related all the happenings to date;

And how the Lord had blessed his master with a big estate;

He told them too of Isaac and his large inheritance,

And how the Lord had led him in His gracious providence.

Then Laban and his father said, This thing is from the Lord;

We cannot speak of anything, no, neither bad or good.

Rebekah is before you therefore take her now and go;

And let her be for Isaac’s wife, the Lord hath deemed it so.

The servant, when he heard these words, bowed down upon the earth;

And brought out precious jewels of considerable worth;

And gave them to Rebekah and some precious objects too,

To Laban and her mother thus his joy did overflow.

He ate and drank and tarried with the family that night;

And rose up when the morning sun gave forth its dawning light.

He asked if they would give him leave and send him on his ways;

But Laban and her mother said, Just stay a few more days.

He answered, Do not hinder me, the Lord has blessed my way;

Now send me on my journey to my master’s house, I pray.

They said, We’ll call Rebekah and let her decide the drill.

When asked if she would go with him, she answered them, I will.

They sent away Rebekah with their blessing as she went;

May myriads of children be forthcoming from your tent;

And let them have dominion over those who seek their ill;

For thou who art our sister, may the Lord be with thee still.
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Rebekah and her maidens set off with the camel train,

And rode away from Nahor which they’d never see again;

Their home would be the promised land, an everlasting claim;

For God who is the Promiser forever stays the same.

Now Isaac had gone walking in the field at eventide,

To meditate upon the Lord and of his future bride;

And as his thoughts were taken up in worship and in awe,

He lifted up his eyes and lo, a camel train he saw.

Now when Rebekah looked and saw a man was drawing near,

And learned that it was Isaac, then with reverential fear,

She got down from her camel, put a veil upon her face;

For thus it was the custom for a woman in her place.

The servant then related all the things that he had done;

And Isaac heard the story from the time it had begun;

And so he took Rebekah, his divinely chosen wife,

And came to love and cherish her as now the heir of life.

ELISHA

… and, behold, the mountain was full of horses 

and chariots of fire round about Elisha.    

2 Kings 6:17

Elijah returned to the land of his fathers;

A mission awaited him yet.

He found a man ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen,

Elisha the son of Shaphat.

A conflict had risen because of king Ahab,

Who’d brought in the worship of Baal.

The contest concluded with Baal on Mount Carmel,

Where God showed His power to all.
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Elijah passed by as Elisha was ploughing

And cast his cloak over his heir.

Elisha left off from his soil cultivation

And quickly ran after him there.

He said, Let me farewell my father and mother,

And then I will follow with you.

Elisha provided a feast for his people,

Then started his service anew.

When time was fulfilled for Elijah’s departure,

And he would be taken away.

He said to Elisha, Whatever you ask for,

I’ll do while I’m with you today.

Elisha said, Let me have double your spirit,

And let it rest on me, I pray.

Elijah replied, You have asked for a hard thing,

But listen, for this I will say.

Now if you should see me when I am departing,

Then shall it be so unto you.

But if you do not, then you shall not receive it,

By this you shall certainly know.

As they were still talking, a chariot and horses

Of fire came and parted the two.

Elijah was taken aloft in a whirlwind,

And soon disappeared from his view.

Elisha cried out as his friend was departing,

And tore up his garments in twain.

He took up the mantle that fell from Elijah

And stood by the Jordan again.

Poems of the Lord    page 122

Where is the Lord God of Elijah? he questioned,

While striking the waters below.

The Jordan divided both this way and that way.

He crossed in the midst of the flow.

The sons of the prophets from Jericho met him,

And bowed themselves low to the ground.

They said, Let us send out and search for Elijah,

Perhaps he’s in valley or mound.

You shall not send anyone, answered Elisha;

But when they kept urging him more,

He gave his consent, but the searchers found nothing.

He said, As I told you before.

The men of the city said unto Elisha,

Please notice this city is fair.

The water, however, is bad for which reason,

The ground is both barren and bare.

He said, Bring a bowl and put salt in the vessel.

They did so and brought him the bowl.

He went to the source and threw salt in the waters;

They came forth productive and whole.

He went up to Bethel, but as he was going,

Some lads hurled abuse in his face.

Despising his office as God’s holy prophet,

They called out with words of disgrace.

He stopped, and he turned, and he looked at these mockers,

And cursed them in God’s holy name.

Two she-bears came out of the woods round about them,

And mauled forty-two in their shame.
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A woman, the wife of a son of the prophets,

Cried out to Elisha and said,

Thy servant, my husband, feared God as thou knowest,

But now that my husband is dead,

The creditor wants my two sons as a payment;

Their lives will no longer be free.

Elisha said, What dost thou have in thy household?

And what shall I render for thee?

She said, There is one jar of oil in my larder.

Go borrow some more, he replied.

Proceed to your neighbours and gather the vessels,

And bring all the empties inside.

Then when you have gathered as much as you’re able,

Shut in both yourself and your sons.

Then pour in the oil to the jars you’ve collected,

And set aside all the full ones.

She did as Elisha had given instruction,

And filled all the jars to the top.

And when there were no other empties remaining,

The oil promptly came to a stop.

She then came and told him; Elisha responded,

Go sell them and pay off your debt.

And what you have left you will have to support you.

Thus all her requirements were met.

One day when Elisha was visiting Shunem,

A woman of note saw him there.

She urged him to dine every time he was passing,

Then sought how to further his care.
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She said to her husband, This man comes by often,

I know he is God’s holy man;

Please make him a room with a bed and a lampstand,

So he may turn in when he can.

Elisha was resting one day in the chamber,

And spoke to Gehazi his aide:

Go ask of this woman if I may reward her;

Enquire if she has any need.

She said, I am dwelling among my own people.

But she had no son of her own.

Gehazi informed him her husband was ageing.

He called her to come in the home.

He said as she stood in the doorway before him,

Next year you shall fondle a son.

She said, No my lord, do not lie to your handmaid.

She did not think such could be done.

The woman conceived at the time he predicted,

And brought forth a child in her joy.

Then later when grown he went out to the reapers,

But sickness befell the young boy.

They carried him back to his mother directly;

He sat on her knees until noon.

And then he expired; so she took the young body

Up into her visitor’s room.

Then shutting the door, she called out to her husband,

Send one of your donkeys, I pray.

And one of the young men to go along with me,

I must see the prophet today.
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Her husband said, Why go today on a journey?

It’s neither new moon nor Sabbath.

She said, It is well; so she saddled the donkey,

And started her ride down the path.

She said to her servant, Go hard, do not slacken!

And when they arrived at Carmel;

Elisha enquired how her kindred were keeping,

She answered and said, They are well.

She came and caught hold of the feet of Elisha;

His aide thought to push her aside.

Elisha perceived that her soul was embittered,

A matter which God chose to hide.

She said, Did I ask for a son of my master?

And do not deceive me, I pray.

Elisha said unto his servant Gehazi,

Get ready and go right away.

Take with you my staff in your hand and go quickly,

Do not greet a soul on the way.

Nor answer to any if they should salute you.

He sensed there must be no delay.

And when you are come to the place where he’s sleeping,

Then lay my staff onto his face.

The woman avowed she would not leave Elisha,

So both followed after apace.

Gehazi did thus as Elisha commanded;

The child did not move on the bed.

He went back to meet them, relating what happened,

The boy did not wake from the dead.
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Elisha went up where the young boy was sleeping,

And when he had shut himself in,

He prayed to the Lord who brings comfort in sorrow,

And makes people whole from within.

He stretched himself out on the child as he lay there;

The flesh of the boy became warm.

He walked back and forth then repeated the process;

His life was beginning to form.

He sneezed seven times, then his eyes became opened;

They called for his mother to come.

She came and fell down at the feet of Elisha,

Then picked up her dearly loved son.

Now Naaman was captain of Syria’s army;

A man well esteemed by his king.

For by him the Lord had brought vict’ry to Syria;

But Naaman’s success had a sting.

He suffered a wasting disease in his body;

A sickness no doctor could cure;

And though he was mighty and valiant in battle,

His sickness seemed set to endure.

The Syrians had raided the country of Israel,

And captured a girl on their raid.

She served in the household of Naaman her master,

And worked for his wife as a maid.

If only my master was there with the prophet,

She said to her mistress one day;

He’d surely be healed from his sickness completely.

Then Naaman took note right away.
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He went to the king and repeated her sayings,

This girl has disclosed thus and thus.

He answered, Go now to the monarch in Israel,

And take him a letter from us.

So Naaman departed with gifts for the monarch;

Of silver and raiment and gold.

He came to the king and delivered the letter,

And this was the message it told.

Now be thou advised when thou readest this letter,

My servant I’ve sent unto thee.

And now I request that thou healest my servant,

And cure him of his leprosy.

The king tore his clothes and his anger was kindled.

He thought this was some sort of trick:

Am I as the God, both to kill and make living,

That I should recover the sick?

Elisha soon learned of the monarch’s displeasure,

And hearing the man was unwell.

He said, Send him here and he will know for certain

A prophet is in Israel.

So Naaman went up with his horses and chariot

And stood at the holy man’s door;

Who sent out a message: Wash seven times in Jordan,

Your flesh shall be clean as before.

But Naaman was furious on hearing this message,

He thought he would come face to face,

And call on the name of the Lord God in Israel,

And wave his hand over the place.
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Are not the Abana and Pharpar much better

Where I could be washed and be clean?

So Naaman went off in a huff with his servants,

Who thought they must now intervene.

They came near and said unto Naaman their master,

My father, if he said to you,

Go do some great thing, would you not go and do it?

Should not this be easy to do?

So Naaman went down as the prophet had told him,

And dipped seven times in the flow.

His flesh became clean like the flesh of an infant,

He came out both healed and aglow.

Returning, he came once again to Elisha,

His faith sought occasion to speak:

There is not a God save the true God in Israel.

The God who alone is unique.

So Naaman went home as a newborn believer,

A different man in his soul;

His leprosy gone and his sins all forgiven,

The Saviour had rendered him whole.

The deeds of Elisha, like those of the prophets,

Are there as examples to learn.

The wonders performed, both forgiveness and healing,

Are blessings no mortal can earn.

Throughout human history God has been working,

But one day His working will cease;

And those who have trusted the blood of the Saviour

Shall rest in His glorious peace.
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STEPHEN

And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 6:5

The Spirit came down after Jesus ascended,

And filled those who waited and prayed.

The Church was created that Pentecost morning,

God’s kingdom on earth was delayed.

The Jews had rejected Messiah from heaven,

And chosen a felon instead;

The patent result of their free will decision

Would shortly return on their head.

But God in His grace gave a forty year season

Before they were scattered abroad.

The Church multiplied as the Lord added daily,

And shared all their goods with accord.

The men representing the Jewish religion

Resented this threat to their name.

They tried to suppress them with jailing and beatings,

But every attempt was in vain.

Then after Gamaliel had made a pronouncement,

Restraining the council from blood;

And Peter, along with the other apostles

Had vowed their commitment to God.

A murmur arose over serving of tables,

A ministry daily observed;

The Greek-speaking widows were being neglected:

Their tables were not being served.
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The twelve called together the other disciples,

Recalling their role in the Church:

We do not see reason for leaving our studies,

Nor leaving our friends in the lurch;

So let us seek men with a good reputation,

Both filled with the Spirit and wise;

Whom we may appoint over matters before us;

The saying seemed good in their eyes.

They chose seven men full of faith and the Spirit,

Commending their service with prayer.

Then one of their number, a man known as Stephen,

Did signs among those watching there.

There rose up a sect called the Synagogue Freedmen,

Who argued with Stephen at length;

But they were unable to cope with his wisdom,

Nor withstand his spiritual strength.

They secretly suborned some men to say falsely:

We’ve heard this man speak blasphemy.

So stirring the people, the scribes and the elders,

They seized him without any plea;

Then bringing him into the council they stood him,

And all those who sat in the place;

Looked steadfastly at the accused man before them,

Beholding his angelic face.

The high priest demanded he answer their charges;

He said to him, Are these things so?

Then Stephen began his defence of the gospel,

Recalling events long ago.
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The God of all glory appeared to our father,

Before he had dwelt in Haran;

Get out of your country and from your relations:

The message He gave Abraham.

God promised to show him this land which you dwell in,

And give to his seed on the earth.

Although he was childless when God gave the promise,

Eventually Sarah gave birth.

The ones who descended from Isaac her offspring

Would dwell in an alien land;

Then after four centuries living in bondage,

God freed them by royal command.

Then Stephen recalled the events which came after;

Of Moses their leader of old;

Who led them through waters and wilderness roaming

And prophesied as he was told:

The Lord God will raise up a Prophet among you,

To Him you shall give earnest heed.

Your fathers rejected this Moses as leader

And did a degenerate deed.

They said unto Aaron, the brother of Moses,

Make gods who will go on before;

We don’t know what’s happened to this fellow Moses!

In fact they were playing the whore.

So God gave them up to their lusts and their passions,

To worship the bodies above;

They took up the image of Moloch and Remphan,

And turned from the God who is love.
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God gave them a witness, a tent in the desert,

The pattern which Moses received;

And this tabernacle they brought in with Joshua,

Possessing the land God bequeathed.

Then David resolved that a house more substantial

Than tent cloth and curtains be found.

However, the Most High does not dwell in temples

Constructed by men on the ground.

For heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool;

What house will you build? says the Lord.

Or what is the place of My rest or reposal?

Have I not made all things accord?

But I will draw near to the lowly and humble,

Who tremble at My holy Word;

Reviving the heart that is contrite and broken,

A sacrifice sanctioned and heard.

You stiff-necked and hardened in heart and in hearing!

Thus Stephen continued to say.

You keep on resisting the same Holy Spirit,

Your fathers resisted that day.

For which of the prophets were not persecuted

And slain by your fathers of old?

But you have dishonoured and murdered the Just One;

The One whom the prophets foretold.

When they heard these sayings the men became angry,

Because they were cut to the heart.

The gospel of God is the sword of the Spirit,

Which Stephen had used from the start.
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But he being full of the Spirit gazed upwards,

And saw something high in the sky.

Behold, he said awesomely, heaven is open!

But they found no words to reply.

They rushed him and cast him outside of the city,

And stoned him with great enmity.

The witnesses laid down their coats by a young man,

While Stephen besought his last plea:

Lord Jesus, he called out, receive Thou my spirit!

Do not charge these men with this sin!

And when he had said this he fell into slumber;

His message lives on after him.

So Stephen was martyred like many before him,

And others who’ve suffered his fate.

The time of his death saw a great persecution

From those who were poisoned with hate.

Whenever the Spirit of God is convicting,

And speaking to those who are lost;

They either will humble themselves in repentance,

Or harden their hearts at all cost.

The gospel of God which these men were rejecting,

Was promised far back at the Fall;

For Adam and Eve needed pardon and cleansing,

As much as did Stephen and Paul.

So just at the right time our Lord left His glory,

And came at the Father’s behest.

By bearing our sins He brought life and forgiveness,

And all who receive Him are blessed.
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RUTH

Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?    

Ruth 2:10

It came to pass in Judah, when judges ruled the land,

A famine struck the country, with stress on every hand;

In Bethlehem resided, a man, Elimelech;

Who took his wife Naomi, and went forth on a trek.

They went to live in Moab, a country very near;

Perhaps he thought their fortunes would fare much better there;

But very soon thereafter, Elimelech had died;

Then both his sons got married and took a local bride.

And then a decade later his sons had passed away;

Their widows still surviving to live another day.

Naomi was bereft now of those who won the bread;

And then she heard some tidings that quickly turned her head.

She heard that in her homeland the Lord had answered prayer,

And visited His people with bread enough to spare.

So rising with her daughters, she started back for home;

But on the way she pondered, Perhaps they should not come.

Return again my daughters, unto your mother’s house;

The Lord deal kindly with you, as you have with your spouse;

I pray the Lord will grant you, repose in your homestead;

Dwell safely with your husbands: the ones you choose to wed.

And so Naomi kissed them and bid them both goodbye;

But they could find no comfort and both began to cry;

We surely will go with you and to your people there.

Because they loved Naomi and sought her future care.
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Naomi reasoned with them, for well she knew the truth;

She could not bear more husbands for Orpah or for Ruth.

If she should have a husband and sons to call her own,

Would they still tarry for them and wait until they’re grown?

Again they burst out crying, their hearts were deeply sore;

Then Orpah kissed Naomi whom she would see no more.

But Ruth just kept on clinging, she would not leave her side.

While Orpah chose to turn back to where she would reside.

Naomi tried persuading that Ruth would follow on;

Go back now with your sister; return where she has gone;

She’s gone back to her people and to her gods of old.

But Ruth might have been thinking, They’re only bits of gold.

Entreat me not to leave you; I’ll go where you will go;

And where you have your lodging, there I will lodge also;

Your people be my people; your God within my heart;

And where you die, I likewise; for only death can part.

Naomi left off speaking, she knew her mind was firm.

So both of them together set off for Bethlehem.

The city got quite stirred up, when everyone could see;

They said to one another, Naomi? Is it she?

Do not call me Naomi, it’s not so pleasant now;

I went out full and happy, I well remember how;

But now just call me Mara, I’m full of bitterness;

The Lord has dealt so harshly and brought me much distress.

So Ruth came with her in-law to dwell at Bethlehem;

They did not have their menfolk who could look after them;

But God is always watching His own in everything;

Now they were just beginning the barley harvesting.

Poems of the Lord    page 136

Naomi had a kinsman, a man with real estate;

The kinsman’s name was Boaz, whose wealth was very great.

So Ruth said to her mother, Now let me go, I pray,

And glean among the grain fields; whoever favours me.

She answered, Go, my daughter; for as is widely known,

The poor among God’s people are cared for by their own.

So Ruth went out and happened to light upon some ground:

The barley fields of Boaz; so grace did much abound.

Now as the reapers laboured and Ruth gleaned after them,

So Boaz came to visit, from home in Bethlehem.

He said, The Lord be with you! they said, The Lord bless thee!

And then he turned and queried, This damsel, who is she?

The foreman of the reapers then answered him this way,

She is the Moabitess who came the other day.

She turned up here this morning and asked if she could glean,

And she’s continued working, save for a rest between.

Then Boaz spoke politely, requesting that she hear:

Stay close beside my maidens and glean just where they are;

And when you’re feeling thirsty, drink which the men have drawn;

The young men shall not touch thee, for them I did forewarn.

Then Ruth bowed down before him and fell onto her face,

How is it that a stranger, as I, should find such grace?

Then Boaz answered, Truly, I’ve surely heard of thee,

How thou hast loved Naomi and left thy family.

The Lord reward thee fully and recompense thee well,

Beneath whose wings you’ve trusted: the God of Israel.

She said, May I find favour as seemeth good to thee;

Thy words have brought me comfort and greatly heartened me.
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At mealtime she sat with them and so she ate her fill;

For Boaz had invited that she should share the meal.

And then he charged the young men, See now you let her glean,

Among the sheaves of barley; and keep your conduct clean.

So Ruth gleaned until even, then beat out what she’d gleaned;

A bushel weight of barley; for grace had intervened.

Naomi asked her daughter, Where have you gleaned today?

She told of meeting Boaz and what he had to say.

Naomi blessed the Lord God, when hearing of this news;

She said, He is a kinsman, someone who’s near to us;

It’s good that you should stay with his maidens as a shield,

So you are not molested in any other field.

Now at the end of harvest with wheat and barley reaped,

It was the time for threshing where all the grain was heaped.

Naomi knew her daughter would need security;

And also that her kinsman was where the grain would be.

She said, Our kinsman Boaz is winnowing tonight;

Go down to where he’s working, but wait, keep out of sight.

And when he’s sleeping soundly, be watchful and discreet;

Just steal up very quietly and lay down at his feet.

Moreover he will tell you whatever you should do.

Naomi knew that Boaz was virtuous and true.

Responding to Naomi, Ruth went as she was bid;

And when Boaz was sleeping she lay down by his bed.

At midnight he was startled; a form came into view.

He saw a woman near him; he asked her, Who are you?

She said, I’m Ruth your handmaid, spread over me your cloak;

A kinsman you are truly; so thus she softly spoke.
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He blessed and reassured her, so she would have no doubt;

And all that she requested would soon be carried out.

So Ruth remained till dawning was very nearly due;

Then went back to her lodgings so no one ever knew.

He went into the city and sat down at the gate.

There was a nearer kinsman who first must predicate.

The man he sought was passing; he bid him, Turn aside!

So with ten of the elders they sat down to preside.

Naomi’s land was selling and needed to be bought,

By one who would redeem it; whichever kinsman sought.

The one who bought the parcel would also raise up seed;

The firstborn God provided would have the title deed.

The man was not desirous of buying back the land;

And so he told those watching so they would understand.

Then taking off his sandal he testified to all:

The customary gesture performed in Israel.

Then Boaz told those present, You all are witnesses,

That I’ve bought from Naomi what rightfully is hers;

And Ruth the Moabitess I’ve purchased for a wife,

So that which they inherit shall not be cut from life.

The people and the elders then joined as one to say,

We truly have borne witness to these events today.

May God make this young woman with whom you are to dwell,

Like Rachel and like Leah, who built up Israel.

So Ruth and Boaz married and God gave them a son.

Naomi came and took him and nursed him as her own.

They named the infant Obed, and he in turn would be,

The one in line to David, the youngest of Jesse.
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We read in Matthew’s gospel that Ruth became the heir,

Together with those listed and evermore will share,

The everlasting honour a Gentile can acquire,

Of being in the bloodline of Jesus the Messiah.

ESTHER

For how can I endure to see the evil 

that shall come unto my people?    

Esther 8:6

Now in the days when Persian kings were ruling on the earth,

There was a royal festival for those of noble birth.

The king sat with his noblemen and feasted with them all;

The food and wine were plentiful; they really had a ball.

A feast was made for womenfolk invited by the queen;

Now Vashti was quite beautiful in all the courtly scene.

And when the king had spent a week of insobriety,

He sent to bring queen Vashti in for all the guests to see.

But she would not comply with this intemperate command.

And so the king was very wroth and sought her reprimand.

Consulting with his wise men he enquired what he should do;

For such a breach of etiquette would only cause a stew.

Then certain of the noblemen came forward with a plan;

For Vashti by her wilfulness had injured every man.

When all the women hear of it they’ll denigrate their spouse,

And husbands will take second place in almost every house.
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So let there be a royal charge made known throughout the realm;

That Vashti no more enter in nor see the king again,

And let there be another one selected in her stead,

Then every husband in the land will be the rightful head.

Now when the dust had settled and the wrath had been appeased,

His servants gave the king advice which made him rather pleased.

Young virgins would be gathered in from all provincial towns;

And each would go before the king dressed in their regal gowns.

Within the city Shushan there abode a certain Jew,

Descended from the captives when their land was broken through.

He had a fair step-daughter with the name of Hadassah;

Her parents were deceased so Mordecai adopted her.

This maiden known as Esther was escorted to the rooms,

Along with other virgin girls for washing's and perfumes;

But Esther found much favour with the male custodian;

And she received the beauty aids provided by this man.

Now Mordecai had charged her not to talk about her race;

Nor speak about her family for such was not the place.

And every day he asked about her situation there;

Amid the preparations with the perfumes and the myrrh.

So at the end of twelve months with the purifying done,

The maidens were presented as they entered one by one;

And Esther too was called upon to stand before the king;

She’d asked the women’s keeper for advice on what to bring.

Of all the women that he saw the king loved Esther more,

And she received more favour than she’d ever had before;

The royal crown was taken up and placed upon her head,

And she became queen Esther as the one in Vashti’s stead.
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In those days two men made a plot to put the king away;

But Mordecai soon heard of it and came without delay;

He told the plot to Esther who conveyed it to the throne;

The men were duly sentenced for the crime which they had done.

An Agagite called Haman was promoted by the king,

And made the chief of princes in the courtly inner ring.

The king had charged his servants who obeyed him at the gate,

Show reverence to Haman and respect his high estate.

But Mordecai would not bow down before this prince of men;

When Haman saw he would not bow it filled him with chagrin;

He scorned to lay his hands upon this Jewish man alone;

But wipe out all his people who were governed by the throne.

This superstitious Haman made a comprehensive plot;

And came up with a deadline which was set by casting lot.

The Jews would be annihilated on a certain day.

Their personal possessions would be taken for a prey.

The thing was put in written form; the Jews would be destroyed;

The charge was carried far and wide with couriers employed.

So Haman sat down with the king who entertained his guest;

While in the city Shushan there were scenes of great unrest.

When Mordecai perceived the plot his bitter cry arose;

He clothed himself in sackcloth having torn away his clothes;

The Jews in every province were aghast with sudden grief;

The news was devastating with no comfort or relief.

The news came through to Esther, Persia’s newly chosen queen.

Then Mordecai decided she must promptly intervene.

She could not stay in silence in her place beside the throne;

For who knows whether she had come that this might not be done?
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To go within the inner court without a royal call,

Brought instant death to anyone and this was known to all.

The only one exception to a positive disgrace,

Was if the king held out his sceptre, signifying grace.

Queen Esther gave her answer as she bid her maidens fast;

She’d go into the palace when three days had duly passed.

She knew the risk of breaking through a governmental law;

So if I perish, let it be; for I can do no more.

And so upon the third day Esther put on royal dress,

And went into the palace court with due respectfulness.

The king on seeing Esther standing in the inner court,

Held out his golden sceptre and enquired of what she sought.

She came and touched the sceptre and requested if she may,

Invite the king and Haman for a banquet on that day.

The king replied, Bring Haman quickly ready for the feast;

Do as the queen’s requested for there is no time to waste.

So after they had wined and dined the king enquired of her,

What is the favour you request to which I may defer?

She said, If it is pleasing and as such seems good to you,

Please come again tomorrow with our guest attending too.

Then Haman went forth joyfully, his heart was filled with glee;

But when he saw the man again who would not bow the knee;

His indignation mounted up against this Jewish man;

However, he restrained himself and went on to his home.

He told his wife and family about his rich estate.

And yet it counted nothing while the Jew sat at the gate.

They listened to his accolades and then they told him straight,

Let there be made some gallows for that wretched man you hate.
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That night the king was sleepless as he lay upon his bed;

And so he gave commandment that the records should be read.

They read to him the incident when two men sought his life;

How Mordecai had made it known and saved the king from strife.

The king said to his servants, What reward was given him?

What honour did the man receive? he asked the chamberlain.

They told him that no honour was bestowed for what he wrought.

And then the king broke off and said, Who’s that inside the court?

Now Haman had just made his way inside the palace yard,

To speak about the gallows which his servants had prepared,

To ask the king that he should hang this fellow Mordecai;

For he could not rest peacefully till he had seen him die.

The servants of the king replied, Lo, Haman stands outside.

The king said, Let him enter! for he’d let this man decide.

What honour shall be given to the highly favoured one?

He whom the king delights in, just suggest what shall be done!

Now Haman thought, The king would honour no one else but me;

For no one but myself is such a real celebrity.

Let whom the king is honouring be given royal fare,

And let him ride on horseback through the city streets out there.

And let a proclamation go before him in the way,

Thus shall it be to him in whom the king delights today!

Then spake the king to Haman, Do exactly as you’ve said,

And go to Mordecai and place my crown upon his head.

So Haman took the robes and set up Mordecai’s array;

Who sat upon the horse’s back as Haman led the way,

Proclaiming to the people and to everyone in sight,

Thus shall it be to him in whom the king shall take delight.
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Then Mordecai went to the gate and Haman hurried home;

His head was draped in mourning cloth with so much to bemoan.

He told his wife and friends about the humbling and the gall.

They said, If he’s a Jewish man then surely you will fall.

Now as they were still talking so the chamberlains appeared,

To take him to the banquet which queen Esther had prepared.

So both the king and Haman were transported to the feast;

The king said to his hostess, What indeed is your request?

She said, If I’ve found favour and it’s pleasing to the king,

And were the matter pressing just a mere domestic thing,

I would have held my tongue in case the king should be annoyed.

My people have been sold away! Our lives will be destroyed!

The king with indignation, answered, Who and where is he?

And who is such a person who would do so callously?

She said, This wicked Haman is our enemy and foe.

Then Haman listened terrified, his heart was filled with woe.

The king went in the garden as his anger burned within;

While Haman sought indulgence as he pleaded with the queen.

He saw that evil loomed ahead determined by the king,

And so he begged the queen that she would nullify the thing.

The king came from the garden as the matter reached a head;

He found the prince had fallen down and lay on Esther’s bed.

Will he assault the queen, he said, while I am in the place?

And while the king was speaking thus they covered Haman’s face.

A servant said, Behold the gallows fifty cubits high,

Are standing now at Haman’s home prepared for Mordecai;

Who spoke good on the king’s behalf and gave a good report.

Take Haman there and let him hang! came back the king’s retort.
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And so they hanged this Haman on the gallows he’d prepared,

To hang the one he hated so and never would have spared.

The pride and fame of Haman fell before the noble Jew,

And Mordecai was given rank and gained much favour too.

To save the Jewish people and to help them in their plight,

The king proclaimed an edict which enabled them to fight.

So in the month of Adar they stood firm against their foes;

And fear beset those hating them and all who did oppose.

The Jews remember Esther their beloved Persian queen;

And Mordecai her guardian and regard them with esteem;

They keep the feast of Purim for two days in every year;

For God preserved His people, even those He reckons dear.

GIDEON

For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, 

and of Samson...who through faith subdued kingdoms... 

Hebrews 11:32,33

The children of Israel cried out to Jehovah,

Because of their Midianite foes.

The Lord sent a prophet reminding the people,

Of why they were having these woes.

I brought you from Egypt where you were in bondage,

And freed you from out of their hand.

I drove from before you all those who oppressed you

And freely I gave you their land.
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For I am Jehovah, your Lord and your Master,

So fear not the Amorite gods;

The gods that are served by this people before you;

But you have not heeded My words.

Then came forth an Angel and sat ‘neath the oak tree;

The one by the way of Ophrah;

Pertaining to Joash the father of Gideon,

And spoke to his son who was there.

The young man was threshing some wheat in the winepress,

For fear of the Midianites.

He knew they would plunder the grain from the harvest

If once it came into their sights.

The Angel addressed him, Jehovah is with thee,

Thou mighty and valiant man!

But Gideon said, If Jehovah is with us,

Then why has this trouble began?

For where are the miracles which we have heard of;

The ones which our fathers have seen?

And did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?

But now we are caught in between.

The Lord looked upon him and gave him an order:

Go forth in your strength and your might!

For you shall save Israel from those who oppress them,

And rescue them out of their plight.

He answered, My Lord, how can I save this people?

My house in Manasseh is poor.

And I am the least in the house of my father.

A claimant for grace to be sure.
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I’ll surely be with you, the Lord reassured him,

For you shall defeat them as one.

He said, If You really are He who is speaking,

Then show me a tangible sign.

Please stay here until I return with my offering.

He answered, I’ll wait here for thee.

So Gideon made ready the food for the offering,

And brought it forth under the tree.

The Angel said, Take of the meat and the cereal,

And place them here onto this stone.

He reached with His staff as He touched both the offerings;

They burned in a flame and were gone.

The Angel departed as Gideon stood watching;

The young man was sorely afraid.

The Lord reassured him his life would not perish,

Because of the glory displayed.

He built there an altar to God who had met him,

And called it Jehovah-shalom;

And even today it is still seen in Ophrah;

The Lord God of Peace, He is known.

The Lord gave instructions that night unto Gideon,

Take now a young bullock with thee;

And tear down the altar of Baal at your father’s,

And build on this rock one to Me.

He took a few servants from those who were with him,

And did so as he had been told;

However, he did it while others were sleeping,

For Gideon was not very bold.
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The men of the city arose in the morning,

And found there the altar destroyed.

And there on the altar that Gideon constructed,

An offering unto the Lord.

They said to each other, Whoever has done it?

And when they enquired round about;

They heard it was Gideon the offspring of Joash;

So calling they said, Bring him out!

But Joash confronted these men who opposed him,

For they sought the life of his son.

Let him who is pleading for Baal and his altar,

Be punished by death before noon!

At that time the Midianites gathered for warfare,

As did the Amalekite hordes;

They came and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel;

Their army too many for words.

The Spirit of God came on Gideon the leader,

Who sounded a loud trumpet call.

Then gathered behind him his tribal companions,

Manasseh and tribes four in all.

For Gideon sent messengers calling to Asher,

To Zebulun, Naphtali too.

So gathered together the Israelite army,

All thirty-two thousand and true.

Then Gideon enquired of the Lord for a favour,

If You will save these by my hand;

I’ll put forth a fleece overnight on the flooring,

And this is the test I have planned:
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If there should be dew on the fleece in the morning,

Although it is dry on the ground;

I’ll know You will save by my hand all this people,

And what You have said is profound.

He rose the next morning and squeezed it together,

And filled up a bowl with the dew.

But yet he was still not completely persuaded,

Requesting another sign too.

O do not be angry, he said to Jehovah,

I’ll speak to You only once more;

Now let it be dry on the fleece in the morning,

And let there be dew on the floor.

He rose up and found the fleece dry in the morning;

The ground was all covered with dew.

The Lord gave assurance to Gideon His servant;

For such He is able to do.

Then Gideon arose and the men who were with him,

And camped by the well of Harod.

And while they looked down at the army before them,

There came forth a message from God.

The Lord said to Gideon, Your men are too many;

If I give them victory here;

They’ll claim for themselves all the glory for winning,

So go and proclaim in their ear:

Whoever is fearful depart from this mountain.

So twenty-two thousand returned.

Thus leaving ten thousand to fight with the masses.

But still more had yet to be learned.
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The Lord said, The ones who remain are too many.

Go down to the watering site.

Whoever laps water like dogs when they’re drinking

Shall be the ones chosen to fight.

The number who put hand to mouth was three hundred,

The rest of them got on their knees.

The Lord said to Gideon, Retain the three hundred,

I’ll save all My people with these.

The Midian host were below in the valley.

The Lord said to Gideon that night,

Arise and go down for I’ve given thee vict’ry;

But if thou art troubled with fright,

Take with thee thy servant and hear what they’re saying,

And thou shalt be strengthened as well.

He went down and heard someone telling his neighbour,

I dreamt that a barley cake fell.

It tumbled right into the camp of the Midians,

And struck down a tent on its way.

The other man said, This is nothing but Gideon;

We shall be defeated today.

Then Gideon worshipped the Lord God of Israel,

Who’d sent him this comforting word.

Returning, he told all the men who were with him,

Arise, we have won by the Lord.

He then split them up into three groups of hundreds;

In this way he marshalled his band.

He gave each a trumpet, a torch, and a pitcher

To cover the torch in his hand.
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When I blow the trumpet then all of you follow,

And blow on your trumpets with me.

They came to the camp in the midst of the darkness,

All set for their great victory.

They blew on their trumpets on hearing the signal,

And shattered the pots in their hands.

The sound of the trumpets and sight of the torches,

Affrighted the Midianite bands.

The Lord set the sword of each man at his neighbour.

The soldiers just panicked and fled.

Then Gideon sent word to the warriors of Ephraim,

Who helped him to slaughter the dead.

The Lord uses those who are weak for His glory;

For such is the depth of His grace.

He chooses the dumb and the poor and the helpless,

And gives them a privileged place.

The Lord took the debt that was written against us;

He died so that we could be free.

Our debt has been cancelled; His blood was the ransom.

He did it for you and for me.
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ABRAHAM

In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.    

Genesis 22:14

When people spread across the earth descended from the Flood;

And prospects for the world at large did not look very good;

The Lord spoke to a certain man; a citizen of Ur.

He told Abram to pack his bags and get away from there.

He was not disobedient on hearing such a call;

But took his wife and family and left the city sprawl.

He stayed at Haran for a while until his father died;

And then he set off for the land which God had signified.

He took his nephew Lot with him aboard his caravan;

And all the people he’d acquired while staying at Haran.

They entered Canaan, passing through where providence would lead;

And then the Lord conferred on him a future title deed.

He promised He would give this land to his posterity.

Then Abram built a holy shrine in faith and piety.

He moved from there and pitched his tent with Bethel on the west.

And then he journeyed further south where God prepared a test.

A famine came upon the land; the dearth was quite severe.

He went to Egypt needlessly, preoccupied with fear.

He reckoned that the local men would eye his comely wife,

And take her as their property and terminate his life.

He told his wife to fabricate a diplomatic lie;

He thought it would insure against the dangers coming by.

Please say you are my sister that it may go well for me.

However, his deceptive ploy did not end happily.
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The princes of the royal court spoke highly of his spouse;

And Sarai promptly found herself confined in Pharaoh’s house.

The monarch treated Abram well expressly for her sake;

For she was very beautiful; a prize which he could take.

The Lord struck Pharaoh and his house because of Abram’s wife;

And so he called him into court to answer for the strife.

What is this thing you’ve done to me? Why did you tell me so?

I might have gone and married her! Now take your wife and go!

He went back to the promised land now richer than before;

Increased in wealth and property and livestock even more.

His nephew Lot had flocks and herds and both men shared the land.

The ground could not support them both with such a big demand

The herdsmen started quarrelling about the lack of feed;

And therefore they must separate and find another mead.

Though Abram was the patriarch he gave the choice to Lot,

So he could take his sheep and goats and find another plot.

As Lot looked out across the heath he saw a garden scene:

The plain of Jordan overspread with pastures lush and green.

He journeyed east and pitched his tent by Sodom on the plain;

But those who lived within the town were wicked and profane.

A war broke out within the land and Sodom was attacked.

They captured Lot, now resident, when all the town was sacked.

The news was brought to Abram by an escapee who ran.

Then Abram took three hundred men and followed them to Dan.

He there divided up his group and fell on them at night.

The enemy were so confused they ran away in fright.

He rescued all the people who were captured on the plain,

And brought them back with all the goods to Canaan once again.
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Two monarchs met him as he reached the Valley of the Kings.

The king of Sodom heard the news about these happenings.

Melchizedek, the priestly king, came out with bread and wine;

And blessed him and the Most High God for victory divine.

Then Abram gave a tithe of all to Salem’s priestly king.

The king of Sodom had a plan he thought that he could swing;

Give me the persons, said the king, but take the goods yourself.

But Abram would not take a thread; he recognised his stealth.

Now Sarai with the passing years had not borne any seed.

She had a young Egyptian maid who might address the need.

She said to Abram, wistfully, The Lord’s prevented me;

Please go into my handmaid’s room and do accordingly.

Her husband did as she proposed and lo, the maid conceived.

When Sarai saw the damage done which could not be retrieved,

She dealt so harshly with her maid that Hagar ran away;

For they could not be reconciled about this pregnancy.

She fled into the wilderness and rested by a fount.

An Angel came and spoke with her and she gave her account.

He told her to retrace her steps and yield to Sarai’s will;

For she would duly have a son and call his name Ishmael.

Now when Abram was ninety-nine the Lord appeared once more;

Establishing His covenant which He had made before.

No longer shall your name be called as hitherto, Abram;

But father of a multitude: you shall be Abraham.

And you shall not address your wife as Sarai as you do;

But you shall call her Sarah now and I will bless her too;

For you shall have a son by her; she’ll mother realms and kings.

Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed about these things.
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It came to pass as Abraham was taking rest one day;

He saw three men were standing by not very far away.

The Lord had brought His messengers; the guardians of His law;

Who did not follow Lucifer in aeons long before.

He ran to meet them from his tent and bowed toward the ground;

And offered them his services if favour had been found.

They asked of Sarah’s whereabouts. He said, She’s in the tent.

Now Sarah was quite curious about this incident.

The Lord said, I will certainly return to you again;

And when the time is realised your wife shall have a son.

She overheard Him say these things and laughed impulsively;

For in her heart she reasoned, I’m too old, how can it be?

The Lord said, Why did Sarah laugh? yet all the while He knew.

Cannot the Lord do anything He said that He will do?

And after this the men arose and looked across the ley,

And Abraham accompanied them to send them on their way.

The cities on the Jordan plain were totally depraved;

Their vile, perverted way of life had rendered them enslaved.

The Lord said, I will go and see if what I’ve heard is true;

The outcry has come unto Me; if not then I will know.

The men set off toward the plain while Abraham remained.

He had a problem on his mind which could not be explained.

Will You destroy the righteous with the ones committing sin?

Shall not the Judge of all the earth deliver those within?

Thus Abraham pursued his plea, petitioning the Lord;

Who gave him reassurance so his faith would be restored.

If there were found ten righteous ones residing in the town,

He would not overthrow the place by calling judgment down.
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The conversation ended there; the Lord went on His way.

The men approached the city gate around the close of day.

Now Lot was sitting at the gate which opens on the square,

Where he could see those passing by along its thoroughfare.

He rose to meet them, bowing low, and asked if they would stay,

And lodge with him for just the night and then go on their way.

They answered, No, we’ll spend the night here in this open space.

But when he kept on pressing them they rested at his place.

He made a dinner for his guests and baked unleavened bread.

And so they ate and supped with him before he went to bed.

The men of Sodom, young and old, had gathered round the door;

They called on Lot to bring them out; but he could see the score.

He went outside and closed the door behind him as he went;

He knew of their perversity and sensed their vile intent.

I have two virgin daughters here; do with them as you please.

But still the men derided him and set aside his pleas.

They pressed up hard against him and would not be pacified.

The angels reached out through the door and pulled him back inside.

The men were struck with blindness which created quite a scene;

For now they could not find the door or where it might have been.

The angels ordered Lot to go and warn his family;

And take them all away from there as quickly as could be.

The Lord will overthrow this place! Now go and tell your folk!

But when Lot told his sons-in-law they thought it was a joke.

When morning came his visitors were urging him to flee;

For Lot did not appear convinced of this calamity.

Take both your wife and daughters out in case you are consumed!

For punishment is near at hand! This dwelling place is doomed!
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They took them from their city home and warned them once again:

Flee quickly to the mountains or you’ll perish on the plain!

But Lot feared that some evil thing would overtake his soul.

He knew a city, which, he said, could play a saving role.

See now, this place is near enough! Please let me hasten there!

They granted him this final plea with little time to spare.

The sun had risen on the earth when Lot arrived in Zoar;

And then the wrath of heaven fell and Sodom was no more.

The Lord was very merciful allowing Lot to flee.

His wife became a monument preserved for history.

Instead of fleeing with her folk she lingered on behind.

Her plight is held before us as a warning to mankind.

Now Sarah had a baby son when time had been fulfilled.

His father called him Isaac and they loved the little child.

With two boys living in the home it brought domestic pain;

For Sarah saw her handmaid’s son treat Isaac with disdain.

She therefore said to Abraham, Now cast this woman out!

Her son shall not be heir with mine! of that she had no doubt.

So Abraham provided food and sent them both away.

The Lord made him an Arab race which still exists today.

It happened sometime afterward that God designed a test;

And Abraham would have to choose the one he loved the best.

The Lord said, Take thine only son and get thee to Moriah;

And offer there thy well-beloved, an offering by fire.

He rose up early in the morn and so prepared his ride.

He took two men along with him and Isaac by his side.

The third day out he saw the mount as God had clearly said.

He told the men to stay and rest while he went on ahead.
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The lad and I will worship there and then we will return;

For Abraham believed that God would raise his son again.

He took the wood of offering and laid it on his son;

Then took the knife and fire with him and both continued on.

They reached the place of sacrifice; the father set his face;

He built an altar out of stones and put the wood in place;

And then he bound his only son and laid him on the wood;

Then took the sacrificial knife intent on shedding blood.

The Angel of the Lord called down, he answered, I am here.

Do not afflict the lad, He called, for now I know you fear.

Just then a ram had got itself entangled in a briar;

He took the ram and offered it upon the altar fire.

The Angel called a second time with blessings on his seed;

Because you’ve not withheld your son; your only son indeed;

I’ll multiply you progeny as sand upon the shore;

And in your Seed shall humankind be blessed forevermore.
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REVELATION

Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 

in His own blood.    

Revelation 1:5

The Revelation of the Lord

Was made by vision and by word;

The purpose was to pass His message on.

For Jesus Christ, the One revealed

Is He in whom God’s Word is sealed.

His angel passed it to His servant John.

For John both saw and testified

Of that which God had signified;

The things he saw and witnessed with his ears.

And blessed will that person be

Who hears this word of prophecy

And keeps that which is written, without fears.

The vision came to John one day

As he was spending time away

Upon a certain island called Patmos.

His gospel-centred argument

Had brought about his banishment:

His sentence for the preaching of the Cross.

It happened on a lordly day

He heard a voice behind him say,

I am the True Beginning and the Last.

The Alpha and the Omega;

The Author and Determiner.

His voice resounded like a trumpet blast.
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Now what you see write in a book;

And when he turned around to look

He saw a truly awe-inspiring sight.

He saw One like the Son of Man,

And thereabout surrounding Him

Were seven golden lampstands glowing bright.

His feet were like the burning brass;

As if refined in furnaces;

His voice like many waters that abound.

His head and hair were white as wool;

His face as when the sun is full.

And John fell forward prostrate on the ground.

Now do not be afraid, said He,

Observing John’s timidity,

And reaching out, He touched him with His hand.

So write the things which you have seen,

Both those which form the present scene,

And those which you will see that I have planned.

The mystery which you can see:

The seven stars I hold with Me;

Are messengers appointed for each church.

The seven golden candlesticks;

The lampstands which I stand betwixt,

Are seven such assemblies which I search.
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To Ephesus, so shall you write:

Though you have kept My name aright;

Yet there is something which you should lament.

For you have left your first desire,

With which your hearts were once on fire;

Remember whence you’ve fallen and repent.

To Smyrna, write this message clear;

Though you shall suffer, have no fear.

The devil will put some of you in bonds.

Be faithful, even unto death;

Until you breathe your dying breath;

A crown of life will be your Lord’s response.

To Pergamos, these things says He:

I have some things concerning thee;

There are those holding doctrines which I hate.

As Balaam’s rank duplicity,

Which caused gross immorality,

And led My people to their carnal state.

To Thyatira, says the Son:

I am aware what you have done;

Your patience and your faithful exercise.

Yet you bear with that Jezebel;

A self-styled prophetess as well;

Who inculcates My servants with her vice.
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And now to Sardis shall you say:

You think you are alive today

Despite your name; but you are really dead.

Remember therefore how you heard

The universal gospel word

And hold the things remaining like a thread.

To Philadelphia, make it known:

I am aware what you have sown;

I’ve set in front of you an open door.

I’ll keep you from the testing hour,

For you have got a little power;

So hold that which has value evermore.

To Laodicea, this I say:

Your works are tepid, night and day;

I wish that you were either hot or cold.

I counsel you to buy from Me

White garments showing purity;

And riches of refined and tested gold.

A door in heaven did appear.

A voice which summoned, Come up here,

I’ll show you what must happen presently.

I saw a high, majestic throne

And on it like a sardius stone;

A Personage no human eye can see.
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And from the throne proceeded light;

With seven lamps ablaze and bright:

The Spirits who agree in every way.

Before the throne a glassy sea;

A picture of serenity;

And four and twenty clothed in white array.

Four living creatures full of eyes

Declare their never ending praise,

And do not rest in worship night and day.

Lord God Almighty, One in Three

Who was and is and e’er shall be;

Their constant praises laud His deity.

I saw, and lo, He had a scroll;

But there was not a living soul

Found worthy who could break its seven seals.

I wept because no one was found;

For none could make the scroll unbound

And read therein whatever it reveals.

But one who stood said unto me,

Do not lament so bitterly;

For lo, the Root of David has prevailed.

I looked, behold, there stood a Lamb

Appearing as it had been slain;

With seven Spirits sent throughout the world.
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He came and took the scroll from Him

Whose sight was like a precious stone.

The living creatures fell before the Lamb.

And four and twenty elders who

Were sitting in the throne room too,

Fell down upon their faces, every man.

Their song rang out with one accord;

For You are worthy, Saviour Lord:

Because You have redeemed us by Your blood.

From every nation You have brought

A ransomed people to Your court;

And made us kings and priests unto our God.

The seals were opened one by one;

For they were opened by the Lamb.

A living creature shouted, Come and see.

And when the creature gave his shout

I saw four horsemen riding out

With each one bringing death and misery.

The rich and mighty, great and small,

Called on the mountain rocks to fall

And hide them from the Lamb upon the throne.

For now at last His day of wrath

Has come with vengeance on the earth;

And who can stand or stay His wrath alone?
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And after this I looked and lo,

Four angels standing there below

Were holding back the four prevailing winds.

They must not blow on land or sea

And neither ruffle any tree

Until an angel from the east ascends.

He called out to the other four,

Now do not harm the sea or shore,

Until we’ve sealed God’s servants on their brows.

And so the tribes of Israel

Were chosen as the vehicle

To preach the gospel news to every house.

And when he broke the seventh seal,

A silence followed, ethereal,

When everything was still for half an hour.

Then seven trumpets were bestowed

On seven angels serving God;

Their trumpets would announce His mighty power.

A sign in heaven came in view;

A woman clothed in brightest hue;

A garland of twelve stars upon her head.

The figure which we know so well

As symbolizing Israel:

The nation which the Lord their God had led.
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She laboured as a birth drew near;

Another portent did appear;

A fiery dragon wielding mighty power.

He stood before the woman there

And waited for the Child she bare;

The Child he would lay hold of and devour.

Her Child was borne to heaven’s throne;

For God the Father had foreknown

This evil plot before it had begun.

The woman fled and found a place

Which God made ready by His grace;

And fed her till her length of days were done.

A war broke out in heaven’s land;

But Satan’s army could not stand;

And Michael with his angels won the day.

The dragon with his evil host

Were cast to earth, their final post,

Where they will bring much strife and disarray.

Rejoice O heavens, you who dwell

Within its mighty citadel.

But woe to those inhabitants on earth.

The devil has come down to you;

His days are low and numbered few.

He persecutes the woman who gave birth.
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Successive angels did appear;

They had a message filled with fear

For those rejecting grace, a mortal sin.

The harvest crop is set to reap;

The grapes are ripe and cannot keep;

So start the work and thrust the sickle in!

And then a sign quite marvellous;

I saw what seemed a sea of glass,

And standing there, a stalwart company.

These are the ones who overcame

The beast, and number of his name;

Their harps rang out in tuneful harmony.

They sang the song that Moses sang,

As when his song of vict’ry rang:

The celebration at the Sea of Reeds.

Lord God Almighty, Just and True;

Let all the nations worship You;

For holy, just and righteous are Your deeds.

An angel came and said to me,

I’ll show you that great mystery.

I marvelled at this new amazing scene.

He showed me that great scarlet whore

Who shed the blood of saints galore;

And held a cup of everything unclean.
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Alas that city Babylon!

In one hour is your judgment come;

And all the wares you coveted are spent.

For no one buys your merchandise

Or precious stones at any price;

Your fine embroidered satin or your scent.

A mighty angel took a stone;

For thus you shall be overthrown

And cast forth like a millstone in the sea.

No longer will your harpists sound

And neither will a lamp be found

Illuminating your periphery.

O alleluia and amen!

And let us shout it once again!

The judgment of the harlot is achieved.

The Lord avenged His servants’ blood;

His judgments are both right and good;

His enemies deserve what they received.

O let us lift our hearts and voice;

And let the saints of God rejoice;

The marriage of the Lamb has come to pass.

His wife is dressed in bright array;

The righteous acts of yesterday

Are manifest and clear as crystal glass.
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O happy are those wedding guests

Who share in God’s eternal rest,

And wear a wedding garment without guise.

The marriage supper of the Lamb

Ordained before the world began,

Is ready, as their long awaited prize.

And then the heavens opened wide;

A white horse with a Man astride;

The garment which He wore was dipped in blood.

And many crowns were on His head;

His armies followed as He led;

His designation is The Word of God.

THE KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS;

The highest name that God accords

Is manifest and written on His thigh.

He rules the nations with a rod;

The righteous rulership of God

Will bring an age of justice from on high.

An angel standing in the sun

Cried out to winged and feathered ones,

Come gather for the feed and have your fill.

That you may eat the flesh of kings,

The captains and the underlings;

Come now and get ye ready for the kill.
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The kings of earth were gathered there

With armies all prepared for war;

Against the One who sat upon the horse.

Who overcame them with His sword,

And slew them with His holy word;

The birds swooped on the flesh without recourse.

An angel came with key and chain;

For now must peace on earth remain

And hold its sway throughout a thousand years.

He seized the devil right away

And locked him up where he would stay

Until his day of reckoning appears.

And when the thousand years are spent

He’ll once again cause great dissent

Among the fallen populace of men.

Deceiving nations as before,

But now at last his final war

Will be his doom forever, there and then.

I saw a great white throne in space,

And Him who sat; and from His face

The heavens and the earth had fled away.

I saw the dead, both small and great,

Who now would hear their awful fate,

Determined by their works without delay.
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The books were opened one by one;

The records kept of all they’d done;

The works performed throughout their earthly stay.

And so the verdict from the throne

Was passed on those who stood alone:

A lake that burns with brimstone night and day.

I saw new heavens and new earth.

A new creation had its birth.

The old had gone away without a trace.

I saw the New Jerusalem

Adorned as with a diadem;

A city filled with beauty and with grace.

And God will dwell among His own

And draw His people round His throne

In majesty, in glory, and in light.

And He shall wipe away all tears;

The pain of all the yesteryears

Has long since gone and vanished with the night.

An angel came and talked with me

And carried me away to see

A wonderful and panoramic view.

The city with exquisite tones

Constructed with such precious stones

And colours which reflected every hue.
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I saw a river crystal clear,

Proceeding from the throne appear;

A life sustaining, ever gushing stream.

For all the saints of God shall know

The grace of God did overflow

And pour on them beyond their wildest dream.

So great will be their happiness

As they adore the One they bless;

Who washed them in His blood of Calvary.

For never shall there enter in

The ones who keep committing sin

And never turn to God from slavery.

The bride and Spirit testify

To anyone that’s passing by

The wise man, or the rich man, or the fool.

Whoever will, let him partake

Of living water that will slake

The dryness of his lost and needy soul.

DAVID

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Psalm 23:6

A lady called Hannah could find no relief;

The gibes of her rival compounded her grief;

Peninnah had children but Hannah had none;

The Lord whom she worshipped had closed up her womb.

Poems of the Lord    page 173

She prayed in her heart as she offered a vow:

O Lord in Thy grace wilt Thou look on me now;

Forget not Thy handmaid but grant me a son,

And he shall be Thine till his life span is done.

The Lord duly answered her reverent plea,

And soon she was nursing a son on her knee.

She called his name Samuel for so she inferred:

I asked for a son and the Lord He has heard.

Her son was in service throughout his career;

A servant of God with the office of seer.

The elders of Israel demanded a king;

But sadly, their cry had a secular ring.

The Lord told His servant to heed their desire,

But warn them of things that would surely transpire.

Your king will take tithes of your wine and your food,

And you will cry out in your desolate mood.

The Lord gave them someone both handsome and tall.

A popular man well regarded by all.

He started his reign with discretion and power;

But fell into sin at a critical hour.

He broke the commandment decreed by the Lord,

And made an assumption which had no accord;

Because of rebellion his sin was severe;

It brought with it jealousy, envy and fear.

King Saul was rejected from that moment on.

The Lord God regretted the thing He had done.

While Samuel was mourning his painful demise,

Because he had offered a vain sacrifice.
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The Lord said to Samuel, How long will you mourn?

Prepare for a journey and fill up your horn;

Go forth unto Jesse the Bethlehemite,

For one of his sons shall inherit the right.

The offspring of Jesse passed by in a line,

But none were accepted though seemingly fine.

For God does not look on the outward appeal;

He looks on the heart where the person is real.

There was yet another son tending the sheep;

He guarded the flock that was left in his keep.

They brought in this bright-eyed, good-looking young man,

The Lord said to Samuel, Rise, this is the one!

So David was chosen from out of his kin;

The Spirit of God came and rested on him;

Conversely, the Spirit departed from Saul;

A troublesome spirit replaced His recall.

The servants of Saul saw their monarch’s distress,

And so they suggested a soothing redress:

Let someone be found with a harper’s prowess,

And play for the king when he comes under stress.

Now David was gifted with musical skill,

So he was selected as filling the bill.

Whenever the spirit was troubling Saul,

The harping of David would banish the pall.

The Philistines gathered their forces for war,

At Sochoh in Judah nearby Azekah.

They put forth a champion formidably strong,

Who challenged his enemies loudly and long.

Poems of the Lord    page 175

Goliath was six cubits tall and a span.

He called out to Israel to send forth a man.

But no man of Israel was fit for the fight;

When they saw his stature they trembled with fright.

Three brothers of David had followed with Saul,

For he was in charge of the troops overall.

Their father sent David with food he’d prepared,

For Jesse sought news how his brothers had fared.

He came to the camp as the armies went out.

Goliath was taunting his foes with a shout.

The army of Israel retreated in fear;

But David was stirred by this blasphemous smear.

When Saul heard that David was there with the host,

He had him brought into his garrison post;

For David was asking of several groups:

Who is this reviler who threatens the troops?

He said to the king, I will fight with this man.

But Saul had misgivings about such a plan.

You are but a youth not as seasoned as he!

Then David shared some of his life history.

I fought with a lion and also a bear,

When they took a lamb that was under my care.

I smote those marauders and rescued the lamb;

And so shall this Philistine perish like them.

The Lord will deliver me out of his hand;

As when the wild predators roamed on the land.

When Saul heard these words he was clearly impressed,

And so he agreed to his formal request.
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He proffered his armour and tunic of mail.

But they were to David of little avail.

The weight of the armour was more of a drag.

He picked up five stones which he put in his bag.

Goliath and David drew near for the fray;

The giant disdained this unwonted display.

Am I just a dog that you fight me with sticks?

He’d never encountered such insolent tricks.

Then David responded, You come with a sword,

But I come to you in the name of the Lord.

The Lord does not save with a sword or a spear,

And all this assembly shall know it and fear.

Goliath moved forward: a towering hulk;

But David was not overawed by his bulk;

He reached for a stone and selected his spot,

Then let fly a missile with accurate shot.

The giant was struck in his head frontal bone;

He stopped in his tracks as he let out a groan,

Then fell on his face like a toppling tree;

Thus David prevailed with his sling weaponry.

He drew out the sword from the Philistine’s sheath,

And cut off his head as he lay on the heath.

The Philistines saw that their champion was dead;

With no hesitation they panicked and fled.

Then David was given the general’s role;

He led out the armies on every patrol;

Behaving most wisely wherever he went;

The people received him and gave their assent.
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But Saul was displeased by this vocal acclaim;

He viewed with suspicion his rise into fame;

The women were singing of David’s success;

But rated the feats of their monarch much less.

While David was playing his music to Saul,

The king threw a spear at him onto the wall.

For Saul was afraid of his growing esteem,

Moreover, he saw that the Lord was with him.

The king’s disposition soon led to a feud.

A state of hostility quickly ensued.

While David was fighting in Israel’s war,

His name was accredited yet even more.

The king made a plot to kill David in bed;

But David’s wife Michal outfoxed him instead.

She let down her spouse through a window at night,

So when they arrived he was nowhere in sight.

He lived as a fugitive dwelling in lairs,

And gathered some debtors with troublesome cares;

The king hunted David wherever he went,

And made a foray at the slightest event.

Now Saul had a son who was called Jonathan;

He loved David dearly; they both were as one.

Though he was the natural heir to the throne,

He did not regard it as being his own.

The two made a covenant, pledging their trust;

But Saul grew suspicious because of his lust.

So Jonathan stayed in the royal domain,

And David did not see his comrade again.
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While David was down with his men at Paran,

He heard of a prosperous business man;

This man known as Nabal was shearing his sheep;

So David sent word for some welfare and keep.

He sent a few men with a greeting of peace,

Requesting some food for his men on release;

But Nabal would not give a morsel away;

They turned on their heel with a look of dismay.

When David was told of this churlish rebuff,

He strapped on his sword: this was more than enough.

He’d make Nabal pay for this obvious snub.

His pride had been injured: and that was the rub.

A servant, discreetly, informed Nabal’s wife.

She sensed that this incident savoured of strife;

Not telling her husband she loaded some food;

For Nabal was in a detestable mood.

She went to meet David with requisite speed;

While trusting the Lord that her plan would succeed;

On meeting with David she fell on her face,

And made an appeal for forgiveness and grace.

When David had heard her emotional plea,

He blessed the Lord God for His emissary;

For such intervention averted much blood;

And overcame evil by virtue and good.

The Philistines gathered their forces for war,

While Saul with his army encamped on Gilboa.

On seeing the legions he trembled with fear,

And prayed to the Lord but the Lord did not hear.
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He sought out a woman who plied the occult;

A foolish procedure for any adult.

He veiled his identity: changing his dress;

For witchcraft was outlawed by royal address.

He came to the medium: a witch at Endor;

Requesting she bring someone up through the floor.

But she was reluctant to do such a thing,

Aware of the statute enforced by the king.

But Saul gave an oath that she’d suffer no harm;

He sought to assure her by offering balm.

She asked him which person he wanted to see,

He said to her, Please bring up Samuel for me.

At Samuel’s appearance she let out a bawl;

Why have you deceived me? she said unto Saul.

But Saul tried to calm her, Now what did you see?

The gods coming up from the earth, answered she.

He asked of the form of this one from the dead;

An old man attired in a mantle, she said.

When Saul thus perceived it was Samuel the seer,

He bowed himself earthwards in reverent fear.

Why have you disturbed me? the prophet enquired.

The monarch admitted his hope had expired.

I’m deeply distressed at the ongoing war.

The Lord does not answer my prayers anymore.

Then Samuel foretold what was looming ahead,

Tomorrow both you and your sons will be dead;

On hearing these words Saul collapsed on the floor;

He’d eaten no food for a whole day before.

Poems of the Lord    page 180

Then after much coaxing he got up and ate.

The following day saw his ultimate fate.

The archers hit Saul in the heat of the fray;

And Jonathan fell on the very same day.

When David was told of this double deathblow,

He made his lament in the Song of the Bow;

The beauty of Israel is slain on your hill,

The mighty have fallen; their weapons are still.

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over your king,

Who clothed you in scarlet and every fine thing;

Who decked your apparel with trinkets of gold;

His sword did not vainly return to its fold.

O Jonathan, Saul, you were dear to my heart;

In life and in death you were never apart;

Yet swifter than eagles; made strong for the kill;

The mighty have fallen; their weapons are still.
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MOSES

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men 

which were upon the face of the earth.    

Numbers 12:3

The children of Israel were fruitful in Egypt;

They filled all the land as they spread;

There rose up a new king not having known Joseph,

Who thought of a scheme in his head.

He said to his people, Come, let us deal wisely,

These Hebrews are stronger than we;

If there is a war and they join with our rivals,

They’ll fight us and go away free.

He burdened the Hebrews with toiling and labour,

And taskmasters driving them hard.

They built him the cities of Pithom and Raamses,

And all protestations were barred.

Their lives were made bitter with all the hard bondage,

In mortar and brick without end.

Their work was enforced with intensified rigour,

And yet did their numbers extend.

Then Pharaoh commanded the two Hebrew midwives

That when they attended a call,

They kill the young child if a boy was emerging,

But not if the birth was a girl.

The midwives feared God so they were not attentive

To such a command from the king;

When asked to explain why the boys were still living,

They said, It’s a formative thing.
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The Hebrews are not like the women of Egypt,

But have such a vigour of life;

Their children are born in a manner so quickly,

It’s done by the time we arrive.

God dealt very well with these Israelite midwives,

Rewarding their faith and their guile.

Then Pharaoh commanded that every male infant

Be thrown alive into the Nile.

A man chose a wife from the daughters of Levi;

He too was of Levi descent.

The woman conceived and gave birth to a boy child,

And seeing her comely infant;

She hid him away for three months in her household,

But when she could hide him no more;

She put her young child in an ark of bulrushes,

And went to the river foreshore.

She placed the small casket down into the water

And left it to float in the reeds;

His sister was watching the scene from a distance

To see what was done for his needs.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down by the river

To wash with her maidens awhile;

And walking along by the edge of the water,

She noticed the ark in the Nile.

She sent off her maiden to fetch the small casket,

And when she had opened it there,

She saw the young child, and behold, it was weeping,

Arousing compassion in her.
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She said to her maidens, This child is a Hebrew.

His sister then came up to say:

Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrews

To nurse this child for you today?

She said, You may go; so she called the child’s mother,

Who came and received back her son.

The daughter of Pharaoh said unto the mother,

Now take this child into your home,

And nurse him for me, and I’ll give you your wages.

She nursed him until he had grown;

Then brought back the child to the daughter of Pharaoh,

Who raised him as one of her own.

When Moses was grown he went out to his brethren,

And saw all the burdens they bore;

And seeing a Hebrew receiving a beating,

He thought he would level the score.

When no one was looking he killed the Egyptian,

And buried him there in the sand;

The next day he noticed two Hebrews were fighting;

Such things he could not understand.

He said to the one who was wronging the other,

Why are you assaulting your friend?

He answered, Who made you a judge of our people?

Will you kill me too in the end?

Then Moses was fearful because of their knowledge,

And when Pharaoh heard what was done,

He sought to kill Moses, who fled out of Egypt

And dwelt in the land of Midian.
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He sat by a well as some women drew water,

To water their parental flocks;

Some shepherds came by and they drove off the women,

But Moses soon bolstered their stocks.

He helped the young women to water their charges,

And when they arrived at the home;

Their father asked why they had come home so early.

They told him what Moses had done.

He said to his daughters, Where is the Egyptian?

Go call him that he may eat bread.

Then Moses consented to dwell with their father,

Who gave him his daughter to wed.

She bore him a son, and he called his name Gershom,

For I am a stranger, he said.

With passage of time came the death of the Pharaoh,

From whom he had previously fled.

The children of Israel were groaning in bondage;

Their groaning ascended to God.

The Lord took account of His people in Egypt

Because He had covenanted;

The oath He had sworn to their fathers in Canaan,

To Abraham, Isaac his seed;

And having confirmed it to Jacob at Bethel,

That Canaan was their title deed.

Now Moses was keeping the flock in the desert

For Jethro his father-in-law;

He came to the mountain of God which is Horeb

When something unusual he saw;
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A bush that was burning without its consumption,

So Moses went closer to gaze;

When God saw he turned and came nearer His presence,

He called to him out of the blaze.

Do not venture nearer! He called out to Moses;

Now take off the shoes from thy feet.

For where thou art standing is holy and sacred.

The homage for God which is fit.

When Moses was told that he stood in the presence

Of God, whom his fathers revered;

He covered his face so his eyes would be hidden

From Him who is awesome and feared.

The Lord said to Moses, I’ve seen the affliction

Imposed by this Pharaoh’s command;

I’ve come down that I may deliver My people,

And bring them up into My land.

A land that is flowing with milk and with honey,

With borders extensive and great.

Come now, I will send thee to speak unto Pharaoh.

But Moses saw ground for debate.

He said, Who am I that I go before Pharaoh,

And bring all these Israelites out?

I’ll surely be with thee, the Lord reassured him,

Observing that Moses had doubt.

This shall be a sign to thee when thou hast brought them,

For you shall serve God on this mount.

He answered Him, What shall I say to this people,

When speaking on Thine own account.
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Behold, when I come to the Israelite people

And presently say unto them:

The God of your fathers has sent me among you;

They’ll say to me: What is His name?

What then shall I say? so the Lord told him plainly

In language eternally true.

I AM THAT I AM, shalt thou say to the people,

The Lord God has sent me to you.

For this is My name, My memorial forever,

In all generations to come;

And surely I’ve seen what’s befallen My people,

And that which their masters have done.

Go, gather together the elders of Israel,

And speak as I give thee command;

For I shall bring forth all My people from bondage,

And give them their very own land.

And thus shall ye say to the Pharaoh of Egypt:

The Lord God has met up with us.

So now let us go, we beseech thee, and journey

Three days into yon wilderness.

Although I am sure he’ll not let you go thither,

Unless he’s compelled under stress;

So I will smite Egypt with all of My wonders,

And you shall leave under duress.

And thus will I give to My people much favour

In sight of their alien foes;

For each of your women shall ask from her neighbour,

Their most costly jewels and clothes.
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And so shall ye plunder and spoil the Egyptians;

Their treasures shall come unto you.

But Moses still doubted that they would believe him.

And that which he told them was true.

Supposing they do not give ear to my message,

And heed not these sayings of mine?

The Lord then continued by asking a question,

And Moses was given a sign.

What’s that in thine hand? He requested of Moses.

He answered and said, It’s a rod.

Now cast it before thee. So Moses obeyed Him,

And saw a sign wonder from God.

The rod was transformed to a serpent before him,

And Moses recoiled from the asp.

Now reach out, grab hold of its tail, He commanded;

And lo, ‘twas a rod in his grasp.

Now put thy hand into the cloak thou art wearing.

And when he had done thus and so,

He looked at his hand, and behold, it was leprous;

The flesh had turned white as the snow.

Now put forth thy hand in again, He commanded.

The flesh was restored as before.

The Lord then continued, If they will not hear thee,

So thus thou shalt do furthermore;

Go down to the river and take up some water,

And pour it on ground that is dry.

So shall it be blood which is poured out before them.

A miracle hard to deny.
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Then Moses said, Lord, I am not good at speaking,

My tongue is just heavy and slow.

Who made a man’s mouth, or the deaf, or the seeing?

Have not I? said the Lord, Therefore, go.

I’ll be with thy mouth and I’ll teach thee thy parlance.

He answered Him, Send whom Thou will.

The Lord became angry and said unto Moses,

I know that thy brother speaks well.

Behold, he is coming in order to meet thee,

And he will be glad in his heart;

So thou shalt put words in his mouth as thy spokesman,

And I will teach both thine own part.

And take this same rod in thine hand as thou goest,

With which thou shalt do all the signs.

So Moses returned and he spoke unto Jethro,

And made a request on these lines.

Now please let me go to my brethren in Egypt,

And see if they be yet alive.

He said, Go in peace. Then the Lord reassured him:

Thine enemies do not survive.

So Moses took with him his wife and his children,

Who rode on a donkey beside;

But when they arrived at an inn on their journey,

The Lord God arrested his ride.

The Lord sought to kill him because of transgression:

His son had not been circumcised.

His wife, called Zipporah, performed the incision;

A chore which she somewhat despised.
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Now God said to Aaron, Go out to the desert

And meet up with Moses abroad.

So Aaron went forth and he met with his brother;

They kissed at the mount of the Lord.

Then Moses disclosed all that God had commanded;

The signs and the things he had heard.

They went forth and gathered the elders of Israel,

And Aaron repeated the word.

Performing the signs in the sight of the people,

So they would respond with accord;

The people believed God had seen their affliction,

And worshipped their covenant Lord.

Then Moses and Aaron spoke boldly to Pharaoh,

The words of the God of Israel:

Let My people go for a feast in the desert.

But Pharaoh did not answer well.

Who is the Lord God that I heed and obey Him?

I will not let Israel go.

For why should I listen to One whom I know not?

He flatly refused, even so.

Then Moses and Aaron said further to Pharaoh,

Now let us go three days, we pray;

The God of the Hebrews has recently met us

And bid us to journey away;

And there we shall sacrifice unto Jehovah,

But if we go back on His word,

He may fall upon us and smite us with sickness,

Or cut off our life with the sword.
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But Pharaoh gave orders to all his taskmasters:

Do not give this people their straw.

But let them all gather their own straw hereafter,

And make the same bricks as before.

The people dispersed and they gathered the stubble,

Which rendered their toil more severe.

The officers came with their grievance to Moses,

And voiced their complaint in his ear.

They said unto Moses and Aaron his brother,

The Lord look upon you and judge.

You’ve made us abhorrent in sight of our masters;

And now it is harder for us.

So Moses returned to the Lord with their grievance:

Why hast Thou brought trouble like this?

For since I have spoken to Pharaoh the monarch

Events have gone further amiss.

The Lord said to Moses, Now shalt thou discover

The wonders I’m going to do;

Then Pharaoh will drive you from out of his country;

With force he will let you go through.

And I will give Israel the fair land of Canaan,

A heritage only for them.

So Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel,

But they would not listen to him.

The Lord then proceeded with further instructions,

And Moses was told what to say:

For Aaron thy brother shall be as thy spokesman;

The king must send Israel away.
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When Pharaoh says unto you: Show a sign wonder.

Then Aaron shall cast down his rod.

They went before Pharaoh and did as commanded,

And wrought the sign wonder from God.

But Pharaoh’s magicians did so in like manner;

Their rods became snakes by their art.

Then Aaron’s rod swallowed up all of the others,

But Pharaoh just hardened his heart.

Then God said to Moses, Tell Aaron your brother

To stretch his rod over the Nile.

He smote the Nile waters in sight of the Pharaoh;

They turned into blood and stank vile.

Again the magicians did likewise before him;

But yet he was hardened again.

Then frogs came and entered their bedrooms and chambers,

Creating discomfort and pain.

Amidst all the turmoil the Pharaoh relented,

But when the small creatures were gone;

He hardened his heart once the crisis was over;

And so the afflictions went on.

Adversities followed, distressing the country,

With lice and with flies and murrain.

The king was reluctant to turn from his evil,

And hardened his heart yet again.

Then hailstones and locusts and boils came upon them,

And darkness fell over the land.

But though he had witnessed such great signs and wonders,

He still disobeyed God’s command.
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So finally God said to Moses His servant,

Yet once will I harass this land.

Then Pharaoh will thrust you from out of his country;

With no more recourse at his hand.

Speak now in the hearing of Israel My people,

Let each ask for silver and gold;

For thus shall there rise up a cry over Egypt

Like none that has ever been told.

For I will destroy all the firstborn of Egypt,

The firstborn of human and beast;

The one that is born unto Pharaoh the ruler,

And that which is born to the least.

But I will distinguish between the Egyptians,

And those who are called unto Me;

For I will perform this great wonder in Egypt,

And Pharaoh will let you go free.

The children of Israel prepared their departure,

With every house taking a lamb;

A male of the first year without any blemish:

The sacrifice chosen for them;

They slaughtered the lamb on the fourth day at twilight,

While keeping back some of the blood;

Then placed the blood onto their lintels and doorposts;

A symbol respected by God.

At midnight the Lord struck the firstborn of Egypt,

And Pharaoh rose up in the night.

The angel of death went and struck every household;

The people cried out in their fright.
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Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron before him:

Rise up and get out with your folks!

The people went out as a newly born nation,

Their kneading bowls bound in their cloaks.

They journeyed to Succoth, a mixed congregation,

And camped by the wilderness edge.

The Lord went before them by day and by night-time,

With cloud and with fire as a pledge.

They came to the sea where their journey was halted,

As Pharaoh pursued with his host.

The people cried out to the Lord in their anguish,

For they were hemmed in at the coast.

The Angel of God, who was leading the people,

Moved back of the campsite that night.

Thick darkness descended upon the Egyptians,

While all of God’s people had light.

Then Moses said, Fear not, but see the salvation

The Lord will accomplish for you;

Behold, these Egyptians you’ve seen with their horses

Shall shortly be gone from your view.

The Lord said to Moses, Thus say to the people:

Go forward! But lift up thy rod.

Stretch forth thy hand over the sea and divide it,

And you shall go over dry shod.

So Moses stretched forth his hand over the waters;

The Lord caused an east wind to blow;

The waves were divided with dry land between them:

A path where the people could go.
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The children of Israel went into the Red Sea;

The waters walled up on both sides;

Then Pharaoh pursued with his chariots and horses,

But God quickly hindered their rides.

He took off the wheels which retarded their progress.

They drove them with difficulty;

They said, Let us flee from the face of this people;

The Lord is our adversary.

When all of the people had passed through the waters,

With everyone safe on the shore;

The Lord gave instructions to Moses His servant

To stretch forth his hand as before.

The waters returned and engulfed the pursuers;

The Lord saved His people with power;

Thus Pharaoh together with all of his army

Were drowned at the very same hour.

Then Moses and all of the people were fearful,

And lifted their voices in song:

The Lord is triumphant; His reign is forever.

I’ll sing of His victory long.

So Moses led Israel away from the Red Sea,

And into the desert of Shur;

For three days they journeyed without any water;

The desert was barren and bare.

At Marah the water was unfit for drinking;

They murmured at Moses and said,

What are we to drink? but he gave them no answer,

And cried to Jehovah instead;
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Who showed him a tree, which he cast in the water.

The Lord changed the bitter to sweet.

They went on to Elim, a shady oasis,

But later had nothing to eat.

They murmured and said unto Moses and Aaron,

We wish we had died in that land;

Where we had our flesh pots and ate bread aplenty;

But now there is nothing on hand.

You’ve brought us in order to kill us with hunger.

For now they were greatly distressed.

The Lord said to Moses, I’ll rain bread from heaven,

And prove them by means of a test.

The Lord God provided for soul and for body;

He met every need on the way.

Their nourishment, clothing and daily provision;

Their guidance by night and by day.

They came to the mountain of God in the Sinai,

And set up their camp by the mount;

The Lord spoke to Moses that day from the summit:

The words he would later recount.

You’ve seen what I did to your foes the Egyptians,

So now if you listen to Me;

And diligently heed My commandments and do them,

A kingdom of priests you shall be.

Then Moses repeated these words to the people;

They said, We will do as He says.

Be ready in soul and in body, he warned them;

The Lord will come down in three days.
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The third day at morning brought thunders and lightning;

The mountain was covered in smoke.

The sound of a trumpet grew louder and louder,

And God answered Moses who spoke.

The Lord called to Moses who went up the mountain,

And heard strict procedures for all:

Go down and give warning lest any should venture

To gaze... and they perish and fall.

The Law was delivered to Israel at Sinai;

The mountain where God came to speak.

The people who witnessed divine revelation,

Were told they must rest once a week.

For six days all work shall be done by the people;

The pattern Jehovah had set.

In six days the Lord made the earth and the heavens;

So all man’s provision was met.

The practice of justice and moral behaviour,

Was taught at this covenant mount.

Instructions for making the tent of the meeting,

Were detailed in fullest account.

The articles gracing the tent of His presence;

The ark of acacia and gold;

The mercy seat, speaking to all generations

Of grace that would later unfold..

The people were waiting while Moses was absent;

His stay up the mount was delayed.

They said unto Aaron, Come, make us an image!

They ate and they drank and they played.
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Then Moses came down for the Lord had informed him:

The people are turned from the Way.

Their hearts were not resting on matters eternal,

But vanities passing away.

And such was the trend of their wilderness roaming;

A stiff-necked, rebellious mob.

The spies who brought evil reports from their mission,

Conduced all the people to sob.

But Caleb and Joshua were trusting the Captain,

Who’d promised to give them the land.

While others could only remember the giants,

Forgetting the One in command.

So Israel continued to roam in the desert,

Till that generation had died.

While Moses was teaching their children who followed,

The precepts of law as a guide.

But Moses could not lead the people to Canaan,

His patience ran out in the end.

He struck at the rock and the water came gushing;

So God reprimanded His friend.

A man was selected to take up the baton;

The leadership came on his head.

So Joshua was chosen to lead them in battle,

For Moses, God’s servant, was dead.

There has not arisen a prophet like Moses,

A man whom God knew face to face;

The meekest of those who are born of a woman

Was Moses, the prophet of grace.
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JOHN

In the beginning was the Word.    

John 1:1

The Word was with the Father God before the world began.

He always was the Chosen One in God’s redemptive plan.

Creator and Sustainer; Lord of earth and sky and sea.

The Light that lightens everyone and shines eternally.

A man was sent from God to be His witness: namely John.

That all men should repent and trust the coming Faithful One.

Now John himself was not the Light, he simply was a voice;

He made it clear to Israel so they could make a choice.

The Word took on our nature and He tabernacled here,

And we beheld His glory, without parity or peer.

The Child uniquely born to us; the Father’s only Son;

With grace and truth abundantly and love for everyone.

His witness, John, cried out and said, The One of whom I spake

Has always been before me and must all precedence take.

The Spirit came descending from the heavens like a dove,

And rested on the Son of God: the Witness from above.

The next day, two disciples who had been baptized by John,

Were pointed to the Lamb of God and followed thereupon.

When Jesus saw them following He asked them what they sought;

They said, Where are You staying? Come and see, was His retort.

They came and saw His dwelling place and stayed with Him that day.

Then Andrew, who was Simon’s brother, quickly slipped away.

He went and found his brother as he broke the joyful news,

We’ve found the true Messiah! The Anointed of the Jews.
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He brought him unto Jesus, who said, Simon, son of John,

You shall be Simon Peter: as a rock in time to come.

The next day finding Philip, Jesus bid him, Follow Me.

Then Philip found Nathaniel at his home in Galilee.

Said Philip to Nathaniel, We have found the very One,

About whom Moses long ago did write in our canon.

A Nazarene called Jesus and the son of one Joseph.

Nathaniel said, Can any good come out of Nazareth?

He answered, Come and see! when Jesus saw him in a while,

He said, An Israelite indeed in whom there is no guile!

Nathaniel, quite surprised at this, said, How do you know me?

He said, Before that Philip called you, underneath the tree.

Nathaniel answered Him and said, You are the Son of God!

You are the King of Israel! for so he understood.

Then Jesus told Nathaniel that in future he would see

Some greater revelation as described in prophecy.

He’d see the heavens open and the angels like a stream,

Descending on the Son of Man like those in Jacob’s dream.

For Jesus was referring to His long awaited reign,

When He will come a second time into this world again.

A marriage feast at Cana was arranged in Galilee.

His mother was attending: as a close friend, possibly.

Both Jesus was invited and His near disciples too.

The wine ran out quite suddenly: Whatever could they do!

His mother came to Him and said, They haven’t any wine.

He said, This thing concerning you is no concern of Mine.

A mission more important was appointed for her Son.

And so He told her solemnly, My hour has not yet come.
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His mother told the servants, Do whatever He may say.

Six water pots were standing: in the customary way.

He said unto the servants, Fill the pots up to the brim.

They filled the pots with water in obedience to Him.

Now draw it out and bear it to the ruler of the feast.

The ruler called the bridegroom, after having had a taste.

He said, It is for every man to serve the good wine first;

But you have kept the best till they have satisfied their thirst.

This foremost sign which Jesus did in Cana, Galilee,

Showed forth His wondrous glory so that all might truly see,

That He alone could satisfy the void in every heart.

The new wine would transcend the old and nevermore depart.

The Passover was drawing near so at Jerusalem,

He went and found the temple precincts occupied by men.

Instead of dealing fairly with the people as they came;

These men were making profit: to their disrepute and shame.

He made a whip of cords and drove the moneychangers out;

And overturned their tables while ignoring every shout.

He said to those who sold the doves and pocketed the price,

My Father’s house is sacred, not a place of merchandise!

The Jews who saw these happenings were not at all convinced,

What sign have You to show to us since now You do these things?

He answered them, Destroy this temple, and within three days,

I’ll raise it up: which statement left them baffled and amazed.

They said, This temple’s taken six and forty years to build;

And yet You say You’ll raise it up when just three days are filled?

The Lord was not referring to a temple made of stone,

But spoke about His body which their nation would disown.
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So later on the day when He had risen from the dead;

His followers remembered well these very words He said;

And they believed the Scripture and the things He prophesied;

Just as they have been written for our benefit and guide.

While He was in Jerusalem so spread abroad His fame;

They saw the signs and wonders and believed upon His name.

But He did not commit Himself nor trust in fallen man;

Nor did He need their testimony for the Father’s plan.

A man named Nicodemus came at night to visit Him.

His knowledge of the Spirit-life was evidently slim.

A Pharisee by practice and a man who knew the Law.

Then Jesus told him something that he’d never heard before.

He told him very pointedly, You must be born again.

And then by illustration made the issue very plain.

The wind blows where it wishes and we hear the sound thereof;

And so is every child of God that’s quickened from above.

The wind portrays the Spirit as He goes about unseen.

We cannot know His goings nor can tell where He has been.

Convicting us of righteousness, of sin and judgment too;

The judgment we deserve because of things we say and do.

As Moses in the desert lifted up the brazen snake;

So Jesus Christ was lifted up and fastened to a stake.

He took the curse for everyone while hanging on the tree;

So those who look to Him in faith are saved eternally.

The one who trusts in Jesus Christ will never be condemned;

Because the judgment he deserves was laid upon his Friend.

But those who do not love the truth will stand before His throne;

Condemned to spend eternity for evermore alone.
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The condemnation stated is so evident and clear;

That light has come among us, although some refuse to hear.

Because they will not face the light but love the darkness more;

The light which they reject will be their judge for evermore.

A journey through Samaria gave opportunity,

To tell their distant cousins how the Lord could make them free.

However, there was enmity between them and the Jews;

So Jesus used a woman’s faith to spread the gospel news.

She came to draw some water at the place called Jacob’s well.

A city of Samaria was nearby on the hill.

His followers had gone away to buy something to eat;

So Jesus sat and waited while they went on their retreat.

The woman was quite startled when He asked her for a drink.

And then He spoke about a gift which made her stop and think.

The conversation led to where she must decide and choose,

Was this Man who He claimed to be, Messiah of the Jews?

His friends came back with food to eat and marvelled when they found

Him speaking with this woman, although no one made a sound.

The woman set off right away and told the city men,

Come, see a Man who told me all the things I’ve ever done!

Meanwhile, down at the well site they were urging Him to eat.

But He had food they knew not: even work He must complete.

Are yet four months to harvest time? Behold, I say to you,

The fields are white already now and ripe for reaping too.

And many of those citizens believed in Him that day,

Because the woman witnessed what her Saviour had to say.

They urged the Lord to tarry and so many more who heard,

Received Him as their Saviour when they’d listened to His word.
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Now after two more days with them He went to Galilee,

And came again to Cana where He had been formerly.

The people there received Him with a welcome quite sincere;

They’d seen the signs and wonders which He did while in Judea.

A nobleman came seeking Him because his son was ill.

He asked that He would heal his son but Jesus knew too well

That faith must do its own work which a sign could not achieve:

Lest you see signs and wonders done, you people won’t believe!

The ruler said, Please come down, Sir, before his life is gone.

Be on your way, the Lord replied, he’s living from now on.

The man believed the word that Jesus spoke about his son,

And so he went his way again, back to Capernaum.

Now as he was returning, so his servants met with him.

Your son is well! they greeted him, then he enquired of them,

The time when he amended, they replied, The seventh hour.

He knew it was the very time that Jesus spoke before.

The man believed, along with all his household family.

He’d taken Jesus at His word, his joy was plain to see.

This second sign of wonderment performed in Galilee,

Gave witness of the Saviour’s love and His fidelity.

He went up to Jerusalem; a Jewish feast was near.

His visit would bring onto Him some malice quite severe.

A pool they call Bethesda, situated by the gate,

Had sick folk laid around it who could only watch and wait.

It happened at a season that an angel stirred the pool;

The one who first stepped into it got healed as was the rule.

A certain man was there who had a longtime malady.

When Jesus saw him lying there He knew his history.
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Would you be well? He asked him, then the man retorted, Sir,

I have no man to help me so that I can step in there,

But while I am yet coming so another steps ahead.

His prospects for a healthy life were relatively dead.

Then Jesus, after listening to what he had to say,

Said, Rise, take up your bed and walk! it was the Sabbath day.

Immediately the man was healed, he rose, took up his bed;

And walked on past the other folk, which must have turned a head.

The Jews were quick to note this man was carrying his mat.

They said, It is the Sabbath! It’s not lawful doing that!

He answered them, The Man who healed me, said, Take up your bed.

Who is this Man who told you that? I do not know, he said.

Now Jesus had withdrawn as many folk were at the place.

He found him in the temple where He told him face to face:

Behold, you are made healthy; sin no more in unbelief,

Unless a worse thing comes on you which cannot get relief.

The man went out and told the Jews that Jesus made him whole.

From that day on they watched the Lord, to persecute His soul.

Because the Lord had done these things upon the Sabbath day,

They sought an opportunity to take His life away.

But Jesus answered them and said, My Father works till now;

And I am also working too; which really sparked a row.

They sought the more to kill Him, not for just the thing He’d done;

But also for the claim that He was God the Father’s Son.

Now after these things Jesus took a boat across the sea,

And went with His disciples o’er the Lake of Galilee.

A multitude went after Him because they saw the signs

Which He performed on people who were sick, so many times.
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When Jesus saw the multitude, compassion stirred Him deep;

They had no one to lead them, just like poor defenceless sheep.

He healed those with diseases and He taught them things to come.

By now the people hungered but were very far from home.

He said to Philip, searchingly, Where shall we buy some bread?

And this He said to test him for He knew what lay ahead.

Said Philip, as he pondered on this question that arose,

Two hundred pennyworth of bread could never nourish those!

Now Andrew saw a lad there who had brought along his lunch;

Yet how could such a humble meal serve such a mighty bunch?

Then Jesus said, Tell everyone to sit down on the grass.

For now a mighty miracle would shortly come to pass.

He took the fish and barley cakes and when He’d given thanks,

He gave to His disciples who dispersed them down the ranks.

When everyone was satisfied they gathered what remained;

Twelve baskets full of barley bread were gathered and retained.

When Jesus saw the people there would put Him on the throne,

He withdrew to a mountain place all by Himself, alone.

At even His disciples went and got aboard a boat;

The wind picked up quite markedly while they were still afloat.

So as the storm intensified they rowed with all their might;

And then they saw a Figure walking, filling them with fright.

But Jesus called out to His friends, ‘Tis I, be not afraid.

They willingly received Him and at once their trip was made.

The people followed after, taking boats across the sea.

And when they had located Him they said, inquiringly,

Rabbi, when came You hither? He replied, You seek for Me,

Not on account of what you saw but what you had for tea.
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Do not bestow your labour for those things which soon decay,

But labour for the kind of food which does not pass away.

What work shall we be doing? thinking they could make amends.

He said, The work of God is this: believe the One He sends.

They said, What sign will You perform that we may clearly see?

What work will You be doing that we may believe on Thee?

Our fathers ate the manna in the desert, as we read:

He gave them bread from heaven when He satisfied their need.

Then Jesus answered them and said, Assuredly I say,

That Moses did not give you bread from heaven on that day;

My Father gives the bread of God: the One whom He has sent.

They said, Lord, give this bread to us; but He knew their intent.

I am the Bread of Life and whosoever eats this bread,

Shall never hunger, never thirst, nor dwell among the dead.

All that the Father gives to Me I will not cast away,

But I will raise him up again upon the final day.

Whoever eats My flesh and whosoever drinks My blood,

Has everlasting life in him: but some misunderstood.

When Jesus knew they murmured, He said, Do these words offend?

What then if you should further see the Son of Man ascend?

The Spirit gives the inner life, the flesh can never gain.

The words which I speak unto you will evermore remain.

Therefore have I said unto you, no one can come to Me

Unless the Father draws him and shall live eternally.

From that time many following would walk with Him no more;

For they could not accept the words He’d spoken just before.

So Jesus said to those with Him, Will you be going too?

And this He said, although He knew the one who wasn’t true.
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Then Peter answered Him and said, Lord, whither shall we go?

You have eternal words of life and furthermore we know

And have believed that You are Christ, Son of the living God.

But one of them called Judas, son of Simon, was a fraud.

He answered, Did I not choose you, the twelve, to walk with Me?

And one of you is nothing but a devil, verily?

For Judas was the instrument whom Satan would indwell

And be the tool of him who leads so many down to hell.

Now Jesus walked in Galilee because He did not choose

To tarry further where His life was threatened by the Jews.

The Feast of Tabernacles came around this time of year.

His brothers said, Depart from hence and go back to Judea.

For no one does things secretly while seeking open view.

As neither were His brethren giving Him His rightful due.

Go show Yourself unto the world that they may see Your deeds.

He said, My time has not yet come: so mindful of their needs.

He said, You go up to the feast, I’ll stay in Galilee.

And when His brethren had gone up He too went privately.

The Jews were searching after Him and said, Where can He be?

For some folk said, This Man is good: but some spoke contrary.

He went into the temple when the feast was midway through,

And taught the people many things, both well-defined and new.

The Jews, amazed at what they heard, said, How does He know this?

For He has never studied! their assessment was amiss.

So Jesus answered them and said, My doctrine is not Mine,

But comes from Him who sent Me: every word and every line.

If anyone will do His will then he shall truly see,

I do not speak this from My own but God’s authority.
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Now on the great day of the feast, surrounded by the crowd,

He gave an invitation that was very clear and loud.

If anyone is thirsty let him come and drink of Me;

For living waters from his heart will flow abundantly.

The Saviour was referring to the Spirit who would come,

And dwell in those who trusted Him when victory was won.

The Spirit was not given yet as He had prophesied;

For Jesus was not lifted up and not yet glorified.

Then many said, This is the Prophet: as they heard Him teach.

While others said, This is the Christ: and so there was a breach.

And others would have taken Him but no one laid a hand;

Because the hour had not yet come to do as He had planned.

He went back to the temple on the next succeeding day;

And all the people came to Him, so in His normal way

He started teaching; then, behold, some men came in with haste,

And brought a woman in with them and set her in the midst.

They said to Him, We’ve caught this woman in the very act.

We found her in adultery: but they had made a pact.

Now Moses in the Law has said that such be stoned to death;

But what do You say, Teacher? hiding venom in their breath.

These men were scribes and Pharisees who wanted to accuse...

And so they waited for His word to see what He would choose.

But Jesus stooped as though He had not heard their bigotry,

And wrote upon the ground while they pursued their pillory.

So as they kept on asking Him He straightened up at last.

Whoever has no sin, He said, let him be first to cast.

And then He stooped and wrote again as He had done before;

Their consciences convicting them, they went out through the door.
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As Jesus straightened up and saw the woman standing there;

He said, Where are those charging you who brought you into here?

Has anyone condemned you? then she answered, No one, Sir.

He said, I do not either. Go your way and sin no more.

Again the Lord said unto them, The one who follows Me

Shall have the light of life in him and he shall truly see.

The Pharisees then answered Him, Your witness is not true;

For You bear witness of Yourself; which two or three must do.

The Lord replied, I know from where I came and where I go;

But you do not receive these things and furthermore I know

You judge a person as you see according to the flesh,

But I do not judge anyone: a thing He sought to stress.

Yet should I choose to judge a man, it nonetheless is true;

For I am not alone; My Father, He is with Me too.

My Father bears Me witness; He’s the One you do not see;

For if you knew who speaks to you, you would believe in Me.

I go My way and where I go you cannot follow there;

For you will seek Me afterwards; of this be much aware;

If you do not believe that I am truly as I claim,

Then you will die in sins you have committed in your shame.

I have so many things to say and judge concerning you,

But I speak what I hear from Him who sent Me who is true.

When you lift up the Son of Man, you’ll know that I am He.

And that I speak those things My Father taught Me, faithfully.

Then Jesus said to those who had believed initially,

If you continue in My word then you will learn of Me,

And you shall know the truth and knowing this shall make you free.

Thus Jesus taught them how to live a life of victory.
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Then some of those who stood and heard would not admit their need;

We’ve never been in bondage! they asserted like a creed.

As Abraham’s descendants they depended on their breed.

But this had made them full of pride and slaves of sin and greed.

So Jesus answered them and said, A slave does not abide

Within the house forever where before he could reside.

A son abides forever but the one committing sin,

Remains a slave perpetually and has no life in him.

Now as the Lord was passing by He saw a man born blind.

His followers assumed the cause was sin which blights mankind.

But Jesus reassured them so their minds would be at rest.

The works of God within this man would now be manifest.

I must perform the works of Him who sent Me, in the day.

The night is coming when no man can work in any way.

As long as I am in the world, its light in Me is found.

And after He had spoken this He spat upon the ground.

Then with the spittle and the earth He made a little clay,

And smeared it on the eyes of him He’d seen beside the way.

He told the man to go and wash: a place well known to him.

He went and washed and came again: his eyes no longer dim.

The neighbours and the other folk who’d seen him formerly,

Said, Isn’t this the one who begged in abject poverty?

While others said, He seems to bear some similarity.

But he affirmed to one and all, It’s positively me!

They said, How is it that your eyes were opened in this way?

He said, A Man called Jesus made a small amount of clay

And smeared it on my eyes and then commanded me to go.

I washed, and then my eyes were opened; this I truly know.
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They brought him to the Pharisees who held authority.

And practised many legal codes and did them openly.

Because they kept the Sabbath they would neither work nor play;

So Jesus chose to heal the man upon the Sabbath day.

The Pharisees then questioned him, How did you get your sight?

He answered them, He made some clay; I washed and saw the light.

Then some said very pompously, This Man is not from God;

He does not keep the Sabbath: something which their law forbad.

But others said, A sinner could not do a sign like this.

They saw it was a miracle which they could not dismiss.

Again they asked the man and said, What do you say of Him?

He said, He is a prophet: but their cognizance was dim.

They called the parents of the man who now could clearly see.

And then they closely questioned them to get their guarantee.

The parents stated guardedly, He is our son, although,

Regarding how he got his sight, we do not really know.

The Jews had made agreement that if anyone should say

That Christ was who He claimed to be he would without delay

Be cast out of the synagogue and so be stigmatized.

His place in their society would then be jeopardized.

They turned again unto the man and questioned him some more.

But he just stood and told them plainly as he had before.

The truth did not appeal to them because their hearts were hard;

They would not swallow pride which robs mankind of its reward.

Because these men would not accept the facts before their eyes;

They laid themselves wide open to the devil and his lies.

So when the man confronted them, expressing his surprise,

They cast him from the synagogue with their derisive cries.
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When Jesus heard they’d cast him out, with its attendant slur;

He found him shortly afterwards and questioned him right there.

Do you believe the Son of God? He said prospectively.

Who is He, Lord? the man replied. He answered, I am He.

The man believed and worshipped Him, in rapt humility.

The Lord God his Creator had enabled him to see.

For only Jesus has the power to give a man his sight;

So those who claim they see without Him, never see the light.

A parable spake Jesus which He went on to explain:

His sheep are those who hear His voice and known to Him by name.

He leads His flock to pastures where they quietly feed and graze

By waters of tranquillity, beneath His watchful gaze.

The Lord is our Good Shepherd who alone protects His sheep.

The one who is a hireling does not love those in his keep.

But when he sees the wolf at large he quickly runs away,

And leaves the sheep to scatter and become the devil’s prey.

The Lord laid down His life for those He loves and came to save.

He died and rose the third day as He came out from the grave.

Because He laid His life down He commends the Father’s love,

And now He is exalted with all power in heaven above.

A man was sick at Bethany whose name was Lazarus.

His sisters sent a word, implying, Lord, please come to us.

But when He heard the man was sick the Lord stayed where He was.

This sickness is not terminal: He told His followers.

Now Jesus loved these sisters and their brother perfectly;

Although He knew His absence would distress this family.

So after two more days had passed He knew His time was near;

He said to His disciples, Let us go back to Judea.
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Our friend and brother Lazarus is sleeping but I go,

That I may wake him from his sleep: but little did they know

That Jesus spoke about his death; they answered, He does well.

Assuming he was taking rest, or having just a spell.

Then Jesus told them very plainly, Lazarus is dead:

And just because I was not there, for your sakes I am glad.

With this intent you might believe, so let us go to him.

Now Bethany was situated near Jerusalem.

When Jesus came He found he’d lain four days within the tomb.

And many Jews were mourning with these sisters in their home.

Then Martha, when she heard the Lord was nearing in the way,

Went out to meet Him on the road, but Mary chose to stay.

Then Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if You had just been here,

My brother would be still alive; as she wiped off a tear.

But even now I know that God will grant what you request.

She reasoned that the Lord would know whatever would be best.

Then Jesus answered her and said, Your brother who is dead,

Will rise again: but Martha thought He meant some time ahead.

I know that he will rise again on resurrection day.

And this she said because she thought it was the only way.

Then Jesus said, I am the Resurrection and the Life.

And whosoever trusts in Me, his spirit will revive;

And though he die yet shall he live; do you acknowledge this?

She reaffirmed her faith in Him then went back to her house.

She told her sister, privately, The Teacher calls for you.

Then Mary rose and set off quickly without more ado.

When she arrived where Jesus was she fell down at His feet,

Her faith was reaching out for hope in heart-breaking defeat.
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She said, as sorrow filled her heart, Lord, if You had been here,

My brother would not now be dead: her reasoning was clear.

Then as He saw her weeping and those Jews who came with her,

He groaned within His spirit as their weeping filled the air.

He said, Where have you laid him? they replied, Lord, come and see.

Then Jesus started weeping as He saw their misery.

The Jews said, Look how much He loved Him! others questioned why,

This Man who healed a blind one should allow this man to die.

They came and saw the cave; a stone was covering the tomb.

He said, Remove the stone away; but Martha, in her gloom

Said, Lord, he will be stinking, having been interred four days.

But Jesus knew that Martha’s gloom would shortly turn to praise.

Did I not say if you believed then you would surely see

The glory of the only God who dwells eternally?

So when they had removed the stone He lifted up His eyes

And prayed unto the Father as He looked up to the skies.

He said, I thank Thee, Father, that My prayers are always heard.

But this I say because of these who stand and hear this word;

That they may be persuaded that Thou hast commissioned Me.

And so He prayed these words aloud for their expediency.

Then after this He called out loudly, Lazarus, come out!

The one who had been dead came forth, awoken by His shout.

Then Jesus said, Loose off the cloths: for he could not have breathed.

And many Jews who came to Mary, from that time believed.

But some reported this occurrence to the Pharisees,

Who counselled with the priests as they were very ill at ease.

They saw that Jesus was a threat which they could not subdue;

The people will believe in Him, then anarchy ensue!
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So one of them called Caiaphas, the high priest for that year,

Summed up the situation which he saw was drawing near.

He said, It is expedient for us that one should die

And that the people perish not: so did He prophesy.

He did not say this on account of his authority,

But as high priest he was predicting that which was to be.

For Jesus would not die for just that nation on its own,

But gather in God’s children who were scattered, into one.

It was six days to Passover; again at Bethany,

He had a meal with Simon whom He’d cured of leprosy.

Now Lazarus was seated there while Martha served the food;

And all the guests were sharing in this charitable mood.

Then Mary, Martha’s sister, took a pound of spikenard,

And poured it on the feet of Jesus: showing high regard.

Then wiped His feet off with her hair: the perfume filled the place.

But Judas was indignant for he did not fathom grace.

Why was this oil not sold with proceeds going to the poor?

A waste of such extravagance he only could deplore.

And this he said, not that he cared for those who had a lack,

But rather as the treasurer he stole the money back.

Then Jesus said, Let her alone, for she has kept for Me

This for My day of burial: a day He could foresee.

The poor you have perpetually and you may do them good,

But Me you do not have always; in this she understood.

The next day many people who had come there for the feast,

Went out to meet Him in the way as He rode on a beast.

They cried out as they strewed the road with branches from the palm;

O save us now! in other words, Deliver us from harm!
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Now there were certain Greeks with those who worshiped at the feast,

These men came up to Philip with a personal request.

They said, We would see Jesus. Philip notified Andrew;

Then both of them told Jesus who perceived His hour was due.

Unless a grain of wheat has died which previously was sown,

It does not reproduce at all but must remain alone;

But if it dies it will produce a large amount of grain.

So Jesus told this parable to make His mission plain.

The one who loves his life will lose it in its entity.

But he who hates his life will keep it for eternity.

If anyone will serve Me let him follow after Me,

And wheresoever I am found there shall My servant be.

Now when the hour had nearly come for Jesus to depart;

The devil having put betrayal in the traitor’s heart.

The supper being ended, Jesus rose up from His place,

And laid aside His garments in an attitude of grace.

Then with a bowl of water He began to wash the feet

Of each of His disciples as they rested on their seat.

He came to Simon Peter but before He could proceed,

His friend got quite indignant at the Lord’s intended deed.

Then Jesus said to Peter, What I do you know not now,

But you shall know hereafter: though He did not tell him how.

Then Peter answered Him and said, You’ll never wash my feet!

But Jesus knew that Peter’s view of Him was incomplete.

If I don’t wash your feet, He said, you have no part in Me.

Then Peter, troubled by these words, replied impulsively;

Lord, do not wash my feet alone but wash my hands and head!

He could not bear the thought of being left out with the dead.
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Then Jesus said, The one who’s bathed is clean and has no need

Except to wash his feet again, and then he can proceed.

And you are clean, and yet not all: for Jesus knew the one

Who would betray Him in a while and very soon be gone.

So as they shared around the table, Jesus dipped the bread

And gave the sop to Judas, making him the honoured head.

Then Satan entered Judas to perform his evil deed;

But God would see the death of Christ and raise a godly seed.

When Judas had departed to collect his silver pay,

The Lord told His disciples that He now must go away.

And then He gave commandment so that everyone would know,

That they were His disciples in this passing world below.

The one decisive mark which would be seen by everyone,

Was love for one another as the Lord Himself had done.

No greater love has ever been; no virtue could transcend

The act of laying down one’s life in kindness for a friend.

Before the Lord had finished knowing time was growing short.

He gave them information which before He had not taught.

I will not leave you orphans but will send the Comforter,

And He will dwell within you as your Guide and Counsellor.

The Holy Spirit will reveal the doctrine that is true.

For He will take of what is Mine and show it unto you.

He will not speak of things that come from His authority;

But what He hears that will He speak so glorifying Me.

A woman, when in labour, is in sorrow yet again.

But when a child is born to her she soon forgets the pain.

You now have sorrow in your hearts because I must depart;

But I will see you afterwards and joy will fill your heart.
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Then Jesus prayed for those with Him as now His work was done.

A perfect life of purity poured out for everyone.

He prayed for those His Father gave; for those who were His own;

And every soul who would believe when once the Word was sown.

When Jesus had solicited His mediatory prayer.

He crossed the brook of Kidron to a garden which was there.

A band of men confronted Him with weapons in their hand.

When Jesus told them, I am He, they fell back to the ground.

The trials went on through the night, illegally pursued.

The men who carried priestly rank were insolent and rude.

They brought a charge against the Lord of speaking blasphemy;

Though Pilate found Him innocent, he lacked integrity.

In not releasing Jesus he took notice of the crowd;

Who shouted, Crucify this Man! and raised their voices loud.

So Jesus was committed to the scourging and the pain.

He did not flinch as soldiers punched and hit Him yet again.

His weakened body, bloodied with the treatment He had borne,

Sank underneath the heavy beam He carried on that morn.

He prayed for those who nailed Him on that stark and cursed tree;

The cross of shame that would become the cross of victory.

For six long hours He hung alone, the angels strangely hushed.

He bore the sins of you and I: His tortured soul was crushed.

And when at last His work was done and justice satisfied,

He shouted, It is finished! then He bowed His head and died.

They placed His body in a tomb and sealed it with a stone.

He rose again and showed Himself to those who were His own.

Then afterwards He led them to the mount of His ascent;

For there He will return in suchlike manner as He went.
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The purpose which is stated for the writing of this brief,

Is that the ones who read it might encounter true belief;

Believe that Jesus is the Christ: the True and Living Way;

And sanctify Him in your hearts with praises every day.

DANIEL

And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,    

until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.    

Luke 21:24

When Israel and Judah were no longer free,

Because they had broken God’s gracious decree,

The times of the Gentiles began to unfold;

For this is the age that the Bible foretold.

It happened when Babylon came to be great,

And Nebuchadnezzar was head of the state;

The Lord gave Jehoiakim into his hand,

And so he was taken to Chaldea’s land.

Along with the king certain princes were brought,

To train them for service in Babylon’s court;

To teach them the language and Chaldean books.

Young men without blemish and having good looks.

Among them was Daniel and Hananiah,

Together with Mishael and Azariah.

To each man was given a Chaldean name,

Which sought to discredit their God-given claim.

In order that they should look healthy and good,

The king had allotted the best of his food.

But Daniel had purposed he would not partake

Of that which defiles, for the covenant’s sake.
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Now God had brought Daniel to favour and grace,

With chief of the eunuchs in charge of the place.

So Daniel requested just water and herbs;

The steward allowed his request with reserve.

The diet would prove at the end of ten days,

How well they appeared to their diligent gaze;

If they became leaner or looked underfed,

The chief was in danger of losing his head.

Their faces waxed fatter and fairer than those

Who ate the king’s portion, as had been proposed;

The wine and the dainties were taken away;

These four grew in wisdom and skill every day.

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king had a dream;

He called in together his men of esteem.

Not knowing the details, they must ascertain,

And tell him the meaning or they would be slain.

The Chaldeans answered, There is not a king

Who ever demanded or asked such a thing!

The king became angry and gave a command:

Destroy all the wise men in Babylon’s land!

So Daniel was sought with his friends to be killed,

As they too were numbered with those who were skilled.

Then Daniel answered and said to the guard,

What’s prompted this hasty decree I have heard?
So Arioch made the thing known unto him,

How no one could tell or interpret the dream.

Then Daniel ventured and asked of the king,

More time so that he could interpret the thing.
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He went to his house where he made the thing known,

And told his three friends of the charge from the throne;

That they would seek mercy from God the Most High,

Concerning this secret, that they should not die.

The dream was revealed in a vision at night;

And Daniel was given interpretive light.

He blessed the Lord God who is mighty and wise,

And darkness is light to His all-seeing eyes.

Then Daniel spoke to the man with command

To slay all the wise men that lived in the land:

Destroy not the wise men but let me go in,

And I will interpret the dream for the king.

The king said to Daniel, Now can you explain

The dream I have seen and interpret the same?

Then Daniel answered, The thing you demand

Cannot come from wise men you must understand.

The God in the heavens hath shown unto thee,

What surely shall come and shall hitherto be;

The dream and the visions you had in your head;

And what you have seen as you lay on your bed.

O king, what you saw was so great to behold;

An image before you with head of fine gold.

Its chest was of silver and so were its arms;

Its belly and thighs were constructed of bronze.
Its legs were of iron; a solid display.

Its feet partly iron and partly of clay.

A stone was cut out without hands as you watched,

And struck at the feet which were broken and crushed.
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Thus all of the image was crushed by the stone,

And carried away like the chaff that is blown.

The stone then became a great mountain so vast,

It filled all the earth with its might unsurpassed.

Then Daniel continued explaining the dream:

Four kingdoms would rule the political scene;

As each of the metals prefigured their power;

Successively, they would be strong in their hour.

Thou only, O king, art this head of fine gold;

The strength of thy kingdom is already told.

Another shall rise but inferior to thee;

A third one of bronze shall successively be.

The fourth of these kingdoms shall be very great;

But just as the iron and clay cannot mate;

Not mixing as one they are clearly discrete,

With strength and fragility both in their feet.

The final great kingdom will smash all before,

And rule under heaven and so evermore;

For this is the stone that was cut without hand,

And nothing opposing shall prosper or stand.

Then Nebuchadnezzar fell onto his face,

And gave unto Daniel a privileged place.

He said unto Daniel, Your God is the Lord,

Since He has revealed all the secrets you heard.
Then Daniel spoke on behalf of the three,

Who shared in his faith and were Jewish like he.

These men were promoted in matters of state;

While Daniel was sitting within the king’s gate.
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The king caused an image of gold to be made;

A symbol which boasted his power displayed.

When they gave the signal by musical sound,

Then all within hearing must fall to the ground.

If anyone did not comply with this call,

The king gave a sentence applying to all.

A person who dared to incur the king’s ire,

Would find themselves cast in a furnace of fire.

Then some of the Chaldeans sought to accuse,

And spoke to the monarch concerning some Jews:

O king, live forever, you’ve made a decree,

That all men shall worship that image of thee.

There are certain Jews who have set thee at odds;

They do not regard thee nor worship thy gods;

They do not fall down to the image of gold.

The king became livid when thus he was told.

When they stood before him, he said, Is it so?

O Shadrach and Meshach and Abed-Nego,

You serve not my gods nor the image I’ve set?

I’ll give you one more chance to fall down as yet.

But be it known unto you, if you do not,

You’ll find yourselves cast in a furnace so hot.

They answered, O Nebuchadnezzar, we say,

There’s no need to answer you in any way.
Our God whom we serve is well able to save,

And keep us from even a fiery grave;

He’ll surely deliver us out of your hand,

But if He does not, we won’t keep your command.
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The king, when he heard this, distorted his face,

And glared at these men in a venomous rage.

He charged that they heat up the furnace yet more,

Till seven times hotter than had been before.

The three men were bound in their clothing attire,

And bodily thrown in the furnace of fire.

But those who had seized them and bundled them in,

Were killed by a flame which came out from within.

The king was astonished and turned to exclaim,

Did not we cast three men bound into the flame?

But I see a fourth who is walking with them;

The form of the fourth one resembles God’s Son.

He called on the three to come out of the fire,

And so they emerged with no singe on their hair;

These men were unharmed by the terrible heat;

Their bodies unmarked from the head to the feet.

The king gave an order and made a decree,

That anyone found saying words contrary,

Or speaking amiss of the God of these men,

Be cut into pieces as fitting for them.

These three were promoted in matters of state,

As Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged how great

The God who delivers in ways such as this;

The things he had seen left him greatly impressed.
One day as the monarch was boasting his power,

A message was sent at that very same hour:

O Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is said,

The crown thou art wearing is gone from thy head.
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Thus he was deprived of his wealth and his pride;

He ate of the grass in the wild countryside;

His body was wet with the dew from on high;

His hair grew like eagles’ that fly in the sky.

When time was fulfilled and his reason returned,

He came to acknowledge the lesson he’d learned;

He blessed the Most High who eternally reigns,

And no mortal being can hinder His plans.

The first year Belshazzar acceded the throne,

This Daniel had visions and facts became known;

Predicting by symbols and various signs,

Events that would finally wind up the times.

He dreamed of four beasts which came out of the sea,

And how they would dominate citizenry;

The fourth had ten horns representing ten kings;

A little horn rose at the time of these things.

This horn went to battle and wore out the saints,

And sought to throw off all existing restraints;

But judgment was given, and justice was wrought,

And sentence was passed by the heavenly court.

Belshazzar the king made a feast for his lords;

They feasted and wined as they lauded the gods;

Of gold and of silver, of iron and stone,

Which have no perception nor cannot be known.

They drank from the vessels ordained for the men,

Who served in the temple at Jerusalem.

They gave God no honour nor due accolade.

Instead they just worshipped the things that are made.
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Amidst all the feasting some writing appeared;

The king when he saw it was shaken and feared.

His knees started knocking, his countenance changed;

The joints of his hips became loose and deranged.

He called out to bring in the augural men,

Who use divinations in form of omen.

Whoever will show me the sense of this thing,

Shall rule in the land as the third to the king!

But none of his wise men were able to tell,

The words of the writing they saw on the wall.

The king was perplexed and his lords with him too;

He looked so aghast as he searched for a clue.

The queen, when she heard of this state of affairs,

Came forward and said, Do not harbour your cares.

There is in your kingdom a man who is wise;

He used to be chief of the astrologers.

When Daniel was brought he was quizzed by the king:

I’ve heard you have wisdom and understanding.

Now if you can read this strange writing we see,

I’ll make you the ruler of state beside me.

I’ll clothe you in purple; you’ll wear a gold chain,

If you can interpret and make it all plain.

Then Daniel answered, Thy gifts unto thee,

And let thy rewards unto other ones be.
Thy father was given by God the Most High,

A kingdom and honour and all majesty;

He slew whom he would and he kept some alive;

And some he promoted and some he deprived.
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But then when his heart was uplifted with pride,

They drove him out where the wild donkeys reside,

Until he acknowledged that God is the One,

Who rules from on high in the kingdoms of men.

But you as his son have not humbled your heart,

Although you had knowledge of this from the start;

You’ve lifted yourself in defiance of God,

Misusing these vessels like dust that is trod.

The God who gives breath and who owns all your ways,

Him, you have not glorified these many days;

You’re weighed in the balance, your want has been found,

Your kingdom divided and brought to the ground.

Then Daniel was honoured with purple and gold,

And made the third ruler as previously told.

Belshazzar was killed on that very same night;

The Medes took his kingdom, his wealth and his might.

The next king, Darius, appointed some men

As satraps and governors over the realm.

This Daniel excelled himself more than the rest,

Because of the spirit with which he was blessed.

The king thought to set him ahead of them all;

The other men sought how to cause him to fall;

But finding no fault in his conduct or life,

They plotted to trap him and land him in strife.
They came to the king and put forward a plan,

That any found praying toward anyone,

Except to the king for a forty day term,

Be thrown to the lions and eaten by them.
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The king signed the writing, thus making it law.

When Daniel knew of it he knelt on the floor;

And three times that day he gave thanks before God,

So thus he continued as always he had.

When finding that Daniel was praying alone,

And that his petitions were not to the throne;

They said to the king, There is Daniel, a Jew,

Who makes his petition, but not unto you.

The king had no option, the law had been set;

So Daniel was thrown to the animals’ pit.

The entrance was sealed with the king’s signet ring,

That nothing be changed with regard to this thing.

The king was unable to sleep all that night;

He’d wanted to save his good friend from his plight.

He rose the next morning and went to the den,

To see if the lions had injured this man.

He called out, Has God whom you serve night and day,

Delivered you out of your hazardous stay?

Then Daniel answered, My God He has sent

His angel, for thus was I found innocent.

He closed up the mouths of the lions so strong,

And also, O king, I have done you no wrong.

The king was exceedingly glad for him then,

And charged that they take him up out of the den.
The men who conspired and accused Daniel,

Were brought with their wives and their children as well;

The king gave commandment and so they were thrown

And fed to the lions which broke every bone.
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Darius decreed that all people revere,

The God of this Daniel with trembling and fear;

The Lord who is living and near every hour,

Who rescued this man from the animals’ power.

The first year Darius was king of Chaldea,

The number of years that were set became clear;

For Daniel took knowledge from one Jeremiah,

Who’d written of things that would shortly transpire.

Threescore and ten years was the specified span,

The Lord had determined in setting His plan;

For this was the time that was purposely set,

That Jerusalem should remain desolate.

Then Daniel went prayerfully naming his sin,

And those of his people there dwelling with him:

O Lord Thou art righteous, but we are in shame,

We have not obeyed Thee nor honoured Thy name.

Now therefore, O God, lend Thine ear to my prayer,

And see now the city called after Thee there;

O let Thy face shine on Thy sanctuary still;

The place that lies ravaged on Thy holy hill.

While Daniel was speaking and making his plea,

An angel called Gabriel appeared visibly:

O Daniel, because you are greatly beloved,

I’ve come to reveal what the Lord has approved.

Threescore and ten weeks are thus set to begin,

To finish transgression and terminate sin;

To seal up the vision and prophecy too,

Anointing the One who is Holy and True.
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He added, Know therefore and now understand,

That as from the going forth of the command,

To rebuild Jerusalem’s wall and its street,

There shall be first sixty-nine weeks to complete.

The one week remaining will herald for some,

A man who’s revealed as the prince that shall come;

This man shall confirm with the many one week,

A treaty of peace they unwittingly seek.

Midway through the week he will bring to an end,

Both offering and sacrifice which will portend,

A time of great trouble for greatest to least,

Who have in their bodies the mark of the beast.

These things told to Daniel concerning end times,

Are not merely words that are put into rhymes.

The times of the Gentiles are running out fast,

The age of Messiah is coming at last.
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A CHILD IS BORN

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given…

Isaiah 9:6

A priest named Zacharias of the course of Abijah,

Was serving in the temple as a priest.

He had a wife, Elizabeth, a child of Aaron’s line,

Whose hope of bearing sons had all but ceased.

The man and wife were blameless in their walk before the Lord;

They kept the law of Moses, as was right.

Now while he burned the incense as the custom of his lot,

There suddenly appeared an awesome sight.

An angel of the Lord was standing by the altar side.

The people were outside engaged in prayer.

Now when he saw the angel he was troubled in his heart,

For such a thing was quite uncommon there.

The angel reassured him, Zacharias, do not fear,

Your prayer is heard: your wife will bear a son.

And you will have great joy and gladness; many will rejoice;

The name which you shall call your son is John.

For he shall be a great one in the standing of the Lord;

Partaking not of liquor nor of wine.

And from his day of birth when he emerges from the womb,

His being shall be filled by One divine.

For he will turn the children, many sons of Israel,

Unto the Lord their God, as days of old;

And he will go before Him like Elijah came and spoke;

Proclaiming forth the message he was told.
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But Zacharias could not see how this was possible:

My wife and I are both advanced in years!

The angel who was Gabriel did not give further light.

But disapproved him for his groundless fears.

Behold, you shall be speechless till these things have taken place;

Since you did not believe my very word.

I brought you these glad tidings from the presence of the Lord;

You shall be dumb until this has occurred.

The people marvelled that he stayed so long within God’s house;

And when he came outside he could not speak.

He beckoned to them indicating what had taken place;

They recognised he’d seen something unique.

Now when his days of service at the temple were complete,

He went back to his home; his term relieved.

It happened shortly afterwards just as the angel said,

His ageing wife Elizabeth conceived.

She hid herself away because she said within her heart,

The Lord has dealt so graciously with me;

Removing that reproach which is the common view towards

A childless woman in society.

Now in the sixth month Gabriel was sent to Nazareth;

A city in the hills of Galilee.

Unto a virgin Mary, one espoused unto a man

Called Joseph, born of David’s family.

He gave a friendly greeting as he came into the home,

And told her she was blessed among her peers.

But Mary was perplexed when he appeared and spoke this way,

Considering these words which reached her ears.
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Now do not be afraid, he said, aware of her reserve,

For God has highly favoured you with grace.

Behold, you shall conceive and bear a Son within your womb;

And God shall give to Him the highest place.

For you shall call Him Jesus; He shall reign for evermore;

And of His kingdom there shall be no end.

Then Mary said, How can this be, I do not know a man?

For such a thing she could not comprehend.

The angel then explained to her how this would come about:

The Holy Spirit will abide on you;

And He shall overshadow you with His almighty power,

And you shall bear the Holy One and True.

Elizabeth, your relative, is also with a son;

Conceiving at an age considered old.

And it is now six months for her who never could conceive;

For God can do things otherwise untold.

Then Mary answered, Let it be according to your word;

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.

Then after she had spoken this the angel went away;

And Mary had her confidence restored.

So Mary rose up in those days and went along with haste,

And visited Elizabeth, her kin.

Now when she heard the greeting call of Mary in her ears,

It caused the babe to leap for joy within.

Elizabeth spoke boldly by the Spirit of the Lord:

You are a woman who is greatly blest;

And blessed is the fruit that is proceeding from your womb.

So both of them extolled their joyful rest.
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And Mary stayed about three months then went back to her house.

Elizabeth’s full time was imminent.

Then as the Lord had told her so she gave birth to a son;

Her friends rejoiced with her at this event.

They took the child for circumcision as the Law demands;

And would have given him his father’s name.

His mother answered them and said, He shall be known as John.

They said, There is no relative the same.

They made signs to his father as to what he should be called.

He signalled for a stone on which to write.

He wrote on it the following: The infant’s name is John.

They marvelled as the words came into sight.

Immediately his tongue was loosed; he spoke with words of praise;

And fear came on those dwelling in those parts.

These sayings were discussed throughout the regions of Judea;

And all who heard retained them in their hearts.

It came to pass in those days that a census was decreed;

And Joseph went to Bethlehem, Judea.

And Mary also went with him, now well advanced with Child;

The time of her deliverance was near.

And so she was delivered while they stayed there at the town;

And gave birth to her firstborn Son, the Lord.

She wrapped Him up in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a trough;

Because there was no place for them to board.

Now there were in the countryside some shepherds keeping watch;

Who kept a guard upon their flocks at night.

And all at once an angel stood and glory shone around;

Which gave these shepherd men an awful fright.
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Now do not be afraid, he said, I bring you joyful news;

Good tidings unto all that are abroad.

For unto you is born in David’s city on this day,

A Saviour who indeed is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign to you: for you will find the babe

In linen cloths and lying in a stall.

Then suddenly a multitude of heavenly host appeared,

Extolling God as Ruler over all.

So when the angels went away, the shepherds all agreed,

Now let us go and see this special thing.

They went with haste to Bethlehem and found the couple there;

And saw the Baby Jesus, Christ the King.

Now when they’d seen the royal Babe, they made the saying known;

And all who heard it marvelled at these things.

The shepherds praised the Lord on high and went back to their flocks,

Rejoicing in the gladness heaven brings.

Now when the time was ready for the naming of the Child,

They called Him as the angel had foretold.

And so the Child was circumcised according to the Law;

As customary from the days of old.

And when the days were ended for the purifying time;

They brought Him to present Him to the Lord.

And offered there a sacrifice, a pair of turtledoves;

Appropriating as they could afford.

A certain man called Simeon was in Jerusalem,

Who waited for the Comfort of the land.

For it had been revealed to him he would not enter death,

Until he’d seen Messiah close at hand.
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He came into the temple by the Spirit of the Lord,

And when the parents entered with their Son;

He took Him in his arms and blessed the Lord Almighty God;

For this salvation brought to everyone.

A light unto the Gentiles and the glory of the Jews,

Prepared before the people everywhere.

And Joseph and His mother marvelled at the words he spoke,

About the One who nestled in their care.

A prophetess called Anna who was well advanced in years,

Was serving God with fastings and with prayer.

And coming in that instant she gave thanks before the Lord,

And spoke about Him to those watchful there.

So when they had done everything according to the Law,

They went back to their home in Galilee.

The Child grew in the spirit, filled with wisdom from the Lord;

Approved by God and by society.

Now every year His parents went to celebrate the Feast;

According to the custom of their kind.

And when the days were over, Jesus being only twelve,

He found a cause to linger on behind.

Now Joseph and His mother did not miss their Son at first;

Assuming He was with the company.

But when they couldn’t find Him they returned and searched around;

Concerned for Him wherever He could be.

And after three days seeking Him around Jerusalem,

They found Him in the temple with the dons.

And all who heard His answers and the wisdom of His speech,

Were thoroughly amazed at His response.
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His mother spoke to Him and said, Son, why have You done this?

Your father and I sought You anxiously.

But Jesus answered them and said, Why were you seeking thus?

My Father’s things are My priority.

Now in the days Tiberius was reigning on the throne,

The word of God was given unto John.

He went and preached repentance where the Jordan river flowed,

And baptized every true repentant one.

And Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by him;

But John did not consider that was meet.

Then Jesus answered him and said, Permit it to be so;

For every righteousness we must complete.

Then after this the Holy Spirit led the Lord away,

And drove Him to the desert of Judea.

So He was in the wilderness for forty days and nights,

And fasted all the time that He was there.

He afterwards was hungry so the Tempter came to Him,

Employing every method he could use.

And though the Lord was tempted more than any other man,

He did not yield to any subtle ruse.

Now if You are the Son of God, the devil said to Him,

Command these stones that they be turned to bread.

But Jesus knew the law of God and what was written there,

And told him what the Scriptures clearly said.

The devil took Him to a mountain where the Lord could see

The glory of the kingdoms far and wide.

He offered them to Jesus if He’d fall and worship him;

For Satan could not free himself from pride.
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The devil set the Lord upon the temple’s highest point,

Which overlooked the valley deep below.

Suggesting that He throw Himself down off the temple wall,

As there would be no harm in such a throw.

For God would send His angels who would duly bear Him up,

Lest He should dash His foot against a stone.

But Jesus reprimanded him for tempting God this way;

So for a time he left the Lord alone.

Then after this the Lord commenced His public ministry;

Proclaiming forth the kingdom which was near.

Fulfilling every word the prophets wrote so long before,

About the time the kingdom would appear.

For unto us a Child is born; to us a Son is given,

Who hides us neath the shadow of His wing.

The Counsellor, The Mighty God, the lordly Prince of Peace,

Our Wonderful Redeemer, Christ the King.

JOSEPH

All things work together for good to them that love God.    

Romans 8:28

Young Joseph was feeding the flock with his brothers

And brought back their evil report.

Now Joseph was loved more by Jacob his father

Who made him a nobleman’s coat.

But when they could see he was favoured above them

His brothers just hated him sore;

And then when he dreamed they were bowing before him

They hated him yet even more.
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One day when his brothers were feeding at Shechem

And Joseph was home at Hebron;

His father said, Go out to Shechem, I pray thee,

And bring me back tidings of them.

He went and eventually found them at Dothan,

But being some distance as yet;

They saw him approaching and plotted to kill him,

And throw him down into a pit.

But Reuben, the eldest, spoke strongly against them,

My brothers, do not shed his blood!

Just throw him down into this pit in the desert.

Thus seeking to do what he could.

While Reuben was absent some merchants were passing,

Their camel train laden with scent.

So Judah suggested they sell their young brother;

And then were the others content.

They sold the young man to the Ishmaelite traders

Who carried their brother away.

When Reuben returned and he found the pit empty

He cried with a shout of dismay.

They’d taken the tunic belonging to Joseph,

And dipped it in animal’s blood.

So when they had shown it to Jacob their father,

He thought he’d been taken for good.

He wept a long time for his younger son Joseph,

And mourned for the lad in his heart.

Because the young man was the firstborn of Rachel,

The woman he’d loved from the start.
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And Rachel had borne him a second son later;

Ben-oni brought sorrow with him;

For when she had borne him so death overtook her;

Her sorrow became Benjamin.

So Joseph was sold as a slave into Egypt,

And bought by a captain of guard;

This Potiphar put him to work in his household,

And Joseph was blessed by the Lord.

His master placed all of the staff in his keeping;

The household came under his care.

Then Potiphar’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph

And urged him to lie with her there.

But Joseph resisted her constant advances;

For how can I do such a wrong!

So day after day she was courting his favour,

But he did not once go along.

And then on a day when the household was empty

And Joseph and she were alone;

She reached for his garment which fell from his shoulders;

Divested, he fled from the home.

Then keeping his garment she called to the servants,

See now what this Hebrew has done!

This man has been brought here in order to mock us;

But when I cried out he was gone!

She spoke to her husband and showed him the garment,

And told him her spurious tale.

His anger was kindled on hearing the story,

And Joseph was thrown into jail.
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But down in the dungeon the Lord was with Joseph,

And blessed him with kindness and grace.

He gave him much favour in sight of the keeper,

Who put him in charge of the place.

The king had been angry with two of his servants

And both were confined in the jail.

They both had a dream which they could not interpret;

Their faces looked worried and pale.

Then Joseph took note of their sombre appearance,

Why is it your faces are sad?

They told of the dreams which they could not interpret;

He said, That comes only from God!

Please tell me your dreams, he requested politely;

And each one rehearsed what he saw.

He told them the meaning and what was forthcoming;

So both heard the matters in store.

The butler would take up his previous office,

And carry the cup to his lord.

So Joseph requested he speak to the Pharaoh,

And so get him out of this ward.

But when he was back in the presence of Pharaoh

He did not remember his friend.

So Joseph remained in the jail even longer;

The days seemed to pass without end.

It happened when two years had followed their courses,

That Pharaoh the king had a dream.

He called for his wise men and all the magicians,

But they were not wise, it would seem.
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The cupbearer said to his master the Pharaoh,

My faults I remember today;

When I was in custody with the chief baker,

A man told our dreams right away.

Then Joseph was summoned to stand before Pharaoh;

He shaved with a new change of clothes.

The monarch addressed him, I’ve heard you interpret!

He answered that only God knows.

Then Pharaoh related his dreams unto Joseph,

Who told him that both dreams were one.

There would be a time of great famine forthcoming,

And Joseph knew what must be done.

For during the years when the harvest was plenty,

The grain must be stored by the king.

For seven whole years will the land yield its produce,

So there will be plenty to bring.

But following this will come seven years of famine,

So great it will ravage the land.

Let Pharaoh appoint some redoubtable foremen,

To take up this matter in hand.

Now all this was pleasing to Pharaoh the monarch;

His servants agreed it was good.

He said to his servants, Is anyone like him,

In whom is the Spirit of God?

He spoke unto Joseph regarding the matter,

Since God has made clear this report;

There is not a man with such knowledge and wisdom;

So you shall be over my court.
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He loosened the ring that he wore on his finger

And placed it upon Joseph’s hand.

I’ve made you the governor over my people,

So you shall rule over the land.

Yet only my throne will be greater above you;

My people shall do as you say.

He placed a gold chain on the shoulders of Joseph,

And garments of finest array.

He gave him a wife from the daughters of Poti,

And Asenath bore him two heirs.

The firstborn he called by the name of Manasseh:

God made him forget all his cares.

The next he called Ephraim, for God made him fruitful,

Though suffering pain in the land.

And so as the years of the harvest abounded

He gathered the food in like sand.

But then when the years of abundance were over,

The lean years of dearth went ahead.

And soon all the people were starving with hunger,

And cried unto Pharaoh for bread.

The monarch directed the people to Joseph;

Whatever he says to you, do!

As famine extended throughout the whole country,

It reached to the other lands too.

When Jacob had heard of provisions in Egypt,

He looked his sons straight in the eye.

Why do you stand looking so blank at each other?

Go buy us some food lest we die!
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So ten of the brothers went down into Egypt,

While Benjamin stayed at the home.

For Jacob would not send the youngest, remarking,

In case a misfortune should come.

They came to buy grain with the others who’d journeyed

Because of the famine and dearth.

Now Joseph was selling the grain to the people;

His brothers bowed down to the earth.

When he saw his brothers there bowing before him,

But they did not know it was he;

He spoke to them roughly; accused them of spying,

But they claimed their innocency.

We truly are brothers; your servants are honest;

For we are the sons of one man.

Though one is no longer; the youngest is staying

With father at home in Canaan.

Then Joseph decided that they should be tested,

To see if their conscience was clear.

You shall not depart from this place, I assure you,

Except your young brother comes here.

Send one of you home and let him fetch your brother,

And you shall be kept in the jail.

And then we’ll discover the truth of your sayings

Or whether you’re spinning a tale.

So Joseph put all of his brothers in prison,

And kept them locked up for three days;

And then on the third day he made a condition,

Before they were sent on their ways.
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If you speak the truth, then let one stay in prison,

The rest of you carry the corn.

And bring back your brother, so you shall be pardoned,

And you shall not die, I have sworn.

They said to each other, We truly are guilty,

Concerning our brother of years;

When he was in anguish of soul and besought us,

We callously shut off our ears.

Then Reuben replied, Did I not straightly tell you,

You must not do thus to the lad?

But you would not listen to what I was saying,

So this is required by his blood!

Now they did not realize that Joseph was listening,

And all of their words understood;

For he had been using a man to interpret,

For reasons inherently good.

He turned and went out and he wept for his brothers,

And came back to join them again.

He talked with them further then singled out Simeon

And bound him in front of the men.

He then gave out orders to fill up their corn sacks;

Their money was put back inside.

And so when their asses were all ready laden,

They headed off back on their ride.

When back in the land they reported to Jacob,

And told him all things that befell.

And when they had opened their sacks they discovered

Their bundles of money as well.
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By now they were getting increasingly nervous;

In fact they were really afraid;

For they had told Jacob the words of the ruler,

And of the condition he made.

Now Joseph is taken and Simeon also!

And you will take Benjamin too?

Thus Jacob lamented, All things are against me!

My son shall not travel with you!

The famine continued to ravage the country,

And when they had eaten the grain;

Their father said, Go and return unto Egypt

And buy us provisions again.

But Judah repeated the words of the ruler,

Of how he had sworn earnestly,

Make sure that you bring your young brother back with you

Or you shall in no wise see me.

So as they debated the matter between them,

He finally gave his accord;

Go take of the best of the fruit in your vessels,

And may you have mercy from God.

Now take your young brother and double the money;

Arise and go down to the man.

And so they returned to the country of Egypt

And stood before Joseph again.

When Joseph could see there was Benjamin with them,

He ordered his staff straightaway;

Bring these men along; make a meal and get ready,

They’re dining with me at midday.
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And so they were brought to the household of Joseph.

They thought he would put them in bond:

For he is just seeking occasion against us

Because of the money we found!

And so they drew near to the steward and told him,

O sir, we came just to buy grain;

And when we discovered our bundles of money

We brought it back double again.

He answered, The Lord has put wealth in your corn sacks;

Your money did come unto me.

Now do not be fearful, he sought to assure them;

And then he set Simeon free.

He gave them some water and feed for their donkeys;

And so they made ready for noon.

For they heard that they would be dining at midday,

With Joseph returning home soon.

When Joseph had entered they brought him the present,

And bowed themselves low to the ground.

He asked of their welfare and that of their father,

If now in good health he was found.

They answered, Your servant our father is healthy,

Prostrating themselves once again.

Then Joseph looked into the eyes of the youngest...

His mother’s own son Benjamin.

Is this your young brother, the one whom you spoke of?

May God richly bless you my son!

Then Joseph made haste as he entered his chamber

And wept now his brother had come.
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Then washing his face he came back in to join them

And ordered the meal to be set.

And each brother’s place was according to birthright;

The Hebrews were kept separate.

Then Joseph sent portions to each of his brothers;

But fivefold he gave Benjamin.

They drank with their host and were suitably merry,

Enjoying the food and the wine.

Then Joseph commanded to fill up their corn sacks;

Their money was placed in the top.

But when you are come to the sack of the youngest,

Then place in it my silver cup.

And so did his servants as Joseph commanded,

For he had a matter to prove.

The very next morning the brothers were ready,

So mounting they started to move.

When they had departed from out of the city

And gone a short way down the road;

He sent one to stop them, demanding an answer:

Why have you paid evil for good?

The man overtook them and spoke as instructed;

For someone had stolen the cup.

They strongly protested they never would do it;

So each had his sack opened up.

The brothers were searched starting first with the eldest,

And then in the last it was found.

They tore up their clothes and returned back to Joseph

And fell on their face to the ground.
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What is it you’ve done? Joseph questioned his brothers;

Don’t you know that I can divine?

Then Judah said, We can say nothing to clear us;

Our sin has been found in due time.

For we are your servants including the youngest.

Then Joseph said, That shall not be!

But only the one by whose hand it was stolen,

Shall stay as a servant to me.

But Judah persisted, My lord now I pray you,

Permit me to speak in your ear.

For if the young lad does not go to his father,

It surely will break him I fear.

For seeing his life is bound up in our brother,

And he is so dear to his heart,

When he is aware that the lad is not with us

His spirit will surely depart.

For I became surety unto my father,

Accepting all blame on my head.

So now let your servant remain as a bondman

And let the lad go up instead.

Then Joseph called out to those standing beside him,

Let every man leave me alone!

And so when he stood by himself with his brothers,

He made his identity known.

He said, I am Joseph you sold into Egypt!

Now do not have fear in your hearts.

The Lord sent me here to preserve many living

And save many souls in these parts.
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He’s made me a father to Pharaoh the monarch

And ruler of all under him.

Go now and fetch all of my folk into Egypt

And dwell in the land of Goshen.

Then Joseph embraced his young brother with weeping

And wept with his ten brothers too.

When Pharaoh had heard that his brothers had joined him

He told Joseph what he should do.

Make ready with wagons and many provisions

And load up your asses with food.

And bring all your family down into Egypt

And dwell in the land that is good.

Then Joseph gave each man a new change of clothing;

To Benjamin Joseph gave five.

And so they departed and came and told Jacob

That Joseph his son was alive.

Then Jacob’s heart fainted, he could not believe them,

But when he had heard them explain;

And saw all the wagons which Joseph had sent them,

His spirit revived once again.

So Jacob went forth on his journey to Egypt

And took with him all that he had.

He came to the place which is known as Beer-sheba

And sacrificed there unto God.

God came in a vision and spoke unto Jacob

And called to His servant by name;

For I will go down with thee, even to Egypt,

And bring thee up hither again.
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Thus Jacob continued and came unto Goshen,

The land where his people would dwell.

Then Joseph made ready and came up to meet him

And fell on his neck a good while.

His father said, Let me die now that I’ve seen you

Because you are still here alive.

He answered, I’ll go and tell Pharaoh the monarch,

My kinfolk have safely arrived.

Then Joseph presented his father to Pharaoh,

Who asked the old man of his age.

One hundred and thirty long years, he responded,

So few and so evil my days.

Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went from his presence

And dwelt in the best of the land.

And there he was nourished and those who were with him

According to Pharaoh’s command.

Now after these things Jacob fell into sickness

And soon he became very weak.

Then Joseph took with him Manasseh and Ephraim

To comfort and hear Jacob speak.

He brought both his sons close alongside his father;

Then Jacob enquired, Who are these?

He answered, My sons God has graciously given.

He said, Bring them close to my knees.

Now Jacob could no longer see very clearly,

His eyes had become very dim.

So Joseph brought both of his sons very near him;

He hugged and he kissed both of them.
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Then Joseph took each one and placed them beside him,

While holding their hand as a guide.

He brought his son Ephraim along Jacob’s left hand,

Manasseh to Jacob’s right side.

Then Jacob in blessing them crossed his hands over,

His right hand upon Ephraim’s head.

But Joseph protested, Oh not so my father!

And tried to remove it instead.

But Jacob responded, I know son, I know it;

He also shall be very great.

So Jacob set Ephraim ahead of Manasseh,

Predicting their future estate.

The patriarch gathered his twelve sons around him,

Pronouncing his blessing on each.

So each man received as his conduct was reckoned;

The place he was destined to reach.

Then Joseph forgave all the sin of his brothers,

And so when his father was dead,

He said to his brothers, Your evil intentions

God used for a blessing instead.
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SAMSON

And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: 

and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him.    

Judges 13:24

A man called Manoah who lived at Zorah,

Did not have a child by his wife.

An Angel appeared to the woman with news:

Announcing a forthcoming life.

He said, You are barren but you shall conceive,

And you shall give birth to a son;

Now therefore be careful and do not drink wine,

While bearing the child that shall come.

The Angel continued, Concerning the child,

No razor shall come on his head;

For so shall the child be the day he is born,

A Nazirite chosen by God.

And he shall begin to release Israel,

From under their Philistine foes.

She came to her husband, describing the Man,

And told him the things He disclosed.

Manoah entreated the Lord with his prayer,

O Lord, let the Man come again;

And teach us how we can provide for this child:

A task which he hoped to attain.

The Lord heard the words of Manoah’s request,

And came to the woman once more;

The Angel appeared as she sat in the field;

But she was alone as before.
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She ran to her husband as fast as she could,

And told him the Man had returned;

Manoah rose quickly and followed her out;

For so was he duly concerned.

He said to the Angel, Now are You the Man

Who spoke to this woman indeed?

He answered, I am; then Manoah went on

To ask how their lives would proceed.

What manner of life shall it be for the child?

And what sort of work will he do?

The Angel repeated the former commands,

His wife must observe and pursue;

She may not consume that which comes from the vine

Nor anything vile or unclean;

So let her observe all that I have declared,

Relating to food and hygiene.

Manoah responded, Please linger awhile,

And we shall make ready a kid.

The Angel replied, Though you ask Me to stay,

I will not partake of your bread.

And if you are thinking of bringing a gift,

Then offer it unto the Lord.

Manoah knew not that the Person who spoke,

Was He whom the angels adored.

Manoah presented the things he prepared,

And offered them as he was told.

So while they looked on as the offering burned,

A wonder, so great to behold.
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The Angel went up in the flame of the fire,

And both of them fell on their face.

He said, We shall die for we’ve looked on the Lord!

But she rested firm in God’s grace.

When Samson was grown he went down through the land,

And noticed a Philistine maid.

He came to his parents, reporting his find,

Intent on enlisting their aid.

They said, Is there not a more suitable one

Among your own brethren and kin?

But Samson insisted they get her at once,

For she was well-pleasing to him.

His parents did not understand this event,

Or that it had come from the Lord;

Who sought an occasion to harass their foes,

Who ruled them by fear of the sword.

They went down to Timnah to visit her home,

And came to a vinery field;

A lion came roaring, surprising their son,

But he had a heavenly shield.

The Spirit of God came on Samson with power;

He ripped the wild creature apart.

He did not inform them of what he had done,

But kept this event in his heart. 

He came back to look at the carcass one day

And saw there a new honeycomb;

He took of the honey and gave to his folk;

Who did not know where it was from.
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Now Samson made ready a feast for the men,

For such was the custom to do.

Then thirty companions were brought in with them;

He said, I’ve a riddle for you.

If you can explain it and solve it for me,

I’ll give you a new change of clothes;

But if you cannot when a week has gone by,

Then thirty coats you must dispose.

He said, From the eater came something to eat,

And sweetness came forth from the strong.

But they could not solve this conundrum of his,

Although they considered it long.

And so by the weekend they made a resolve,

And coming they spoke to his wife;

Get smart with your husband and solve it for us,

Or else it will cost you your life! 

She wept before Samson and said through her tears,

You don’t really love me at all!

You have not explained this conundrum to me;

While he just continued to stall.

But then by the weekend he granted her wish,

For she kept on pressing him hard.

He gave her the answer, and she told the men,

Who came and spoke as they had heard.

What’s sweeter than honey and strong as a lion?

He knew they had talked with the girl.

If you had not ploughed with my heifer, he said,

You would not have solved it at all.
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The Spirit came mightily on him again;

He went to a town further on,

And killed thirty men; having taken their clothes,

He brought them and gave to the men.

His anger was kindled because of this thing,

And so he returned to his house.

The woman he’d married, and left for a while,

They gave to his friend for a spouse.

At time of wheat harvest he paid her a call,

And brought along with him a kid;

His father-in-law would not let him go in,

And offered her sister instead.

Then Samson resolved with regard to these folk,

He could not be blamed for their harm;

And now they would carry the brunt of his wrath,

For he could no longer stay calm.

He captured some foxes: three hundred in all;

And tied up their tails two by two;

And then he released them with fire on their tails

To where all the sustenance grew.

The grain was ignited which stood in the fields,

The vineyards and olive groves too.

Thus all of the harvest was burnt to the ground,

Which sparked off a local to-do.

They heard it was Samson who’d taken revenge,

Because of his father-in-law;

Who’d given his wife unto one of his friends;

Foreclosing the marital door.
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They came up and took their revenge on this house,

And she and her father were burned.

But Samson avowed, Since you’ve done such a thing,

Yet soon will my vengeance be turned.

He laid into them with incredible strength;

Attacking the men hip and thigh.

Then Samson went down to the rock of Etam,

And dwelt in the cleft by and by.

The Philistines camped in the Judean land,

And spread themselves out in Lehi.

When asked for the reason of why they had come,

They gave their defiant reply:

We’ve come here for Samson to do unto him, 

The same as he’s done unto us.

Then three thousand men from the Judean tribe,

Went down to the rocky fortress.

They said unto Samson, We’ve come here for you,

To hand you to these Philistines.

He answered, Now swear you won’t kill me yourselves,

When I am bound up in these twines.

They gave him assurance and bound him with ropes,

And brought him forth out of the rock.

The Philistines came and they shouted at him,

But soon they were in for a shock.

The Spirit came mightily on him again;

He quickly broke free from his bands.

And finding a jawbone left there from an ass;

He reached out and took with his hands;
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Then wielding the jawbone he slaughtered the men,

And called the place Ramath Lehi;

For there he recited his victory verse:

A thousand men slaughtered, have I. 

His thirst was severe so he called on the Lord,

O Thou hast delivered today;

But now shall I die from this terrible thirst,

And fall in the hands of my prey?

The Lord split a hollow place there in the ground,

And water came out from the same;

So when he had drunk and his spirit revived,

He called it En Hakkore by name.

He went down to Gaza, and seeing a whore,

He had a relation with her.

The Gazites, on hearing that he was in town,

Surrounded the area there.

They waited all night at the main city gate;

So Samson could not get away.

Resolving to kill him when daylight had come;

But things did not happen that way.

He laid low till midnight and then he arose,

And came where the entrance was found.

Then taking a grip on the gateposts and doors,

He pulled them both out of the ground. 

With scarcely an effort he shouldered the lot,

Including the crossbar and all;

And carried them off to the hill at Hebron,

As though he was having a stroll.
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Now after these things he was charmed by a maid,

Who lived in the Vale of Sorek.

The lords of the Philistines came up to her,

For they were devising a trick.

If she would entice him to strictly confide,

By what means his strength was sustained,

They promised to give her a sizeable sum,

If he could be conquered and chained.

She said to her lover, Now please let me know,

By what means your strength does abound;

And what does prevent you from being disarmed,

When you can be conquered and bound.

He said, If they bind me with strings of a bow

That have not been thoroughly dried,

Then I shall be weakened as all other men.

The Philistines waited outside.

They brought up the bowstrings and gave them to her;

And she bound him up with the string.

She said, Look out Samson, they’re coming for you!

But this was a trifling thing.

She said, You have mocked me and told me a lie,

Please tell me what binds you secure.

He said, If they bind me with ropes newly made,

Then I shall be weakened for sure.

She took the new ropes and she bound him again,

And called out as she did before.

He broke off the shackles as though they were threads,

And cast them all onto the floor.
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She said, You have lied and have mocked me again,

Now tell me what binds you indeed.

He said, If you weave all my locks in the loom...

She wove them with womanly speed.

She called out a third time, They’re coming for you!

But he simply pulled them apart.

She said, You profess that you love me indeed,

Yet you have not told me your heart.

See now, you have mocked me already three times,

But still you’ve not answered my plea.

And so she persisted to such an extent,

That Samson got weak at the knee.

He got so annoyed that he told her his vow;

No razor had come on his head.

For if I am shaven my strength will depart,

And I shall be weakened instead.

Now when she perceived he had spoken the truth,

And told her what lay in his heart;

She called to the lords, and they brought her the sum;

So now she could play her last part.

She lulled him to sleep as he lay on her knees,

And called for a man to come in,

Who shaved off his hair while he slept unaware,

His strength was no longer within.

She called out a fourth time, They’re coming for you!

He woke and assumed he was free;

Not knowing the Lord had departed from him...

They seized him and took him away.
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They brought him to Gaza and bore out his eyes,

And bound him with fetters of bronze;

Then threw him in prison and set him to grind,

And left him to toil in his bonds.

But then, as it happens, with passage of time,

His hair started growing again.

The Philistines glorified Dagon and cried,

Our god has delivered this man!

The rulers assembled to worship their god,

And offer a great sacrifice;

And when they were merry they called for a play,

From Samson their captive and prize;

So calling for him he was brought from the jail,

And rendered an object of sport;

And then he was stationed between the two posts

On which the whole place had support.

Then Samson said unto the lad by his side,

Who led him along by the hand,

Let me feel the pillars supporting the place,

So that I can lean where I stand.

The temple was filled with both women and men,

The lords of the Philistines too;

In fact there were three thousand folk on the roof,

Observing what Samson could do.

Then Samson, in weakness, called unto the Lord,

Remember me Lord as before!

That I may take vengeance for both of my eyes!

O strengthen me only once more!
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He then took a hold of the two middle posts,

And bowed as he flexed with his might;

The temple came crashing and fell on them all;

So Samson had fought his last fight.

The number he killed on the day that he died,

Were more than he killed all his days.

His household came down and they carried their son,

Back home to his burial place.

There was neither prophet nor king in his time;

He judged Israel twenty years.

His faith has reserved him a lasting reward,

Along with his God-fearing peers.

A VIRTUOUS WIFE

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that 

maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones. 

Proverbs 12:4

Who can discover a wife who is pure?

Blest with those virtues no wealth can secure;

So shall her husband leave things in her care,

Having no lack with abundance to spare.

She does him good all the days of her life;

Nothing of evil is found in his wife;

As she works willingly using her hands;

Weaving her cloth with the skill it demands.

Likened to ships with their cargoes of wares;

So does she bring in the treasure she bears;

Rising up early while yet it is night;

Filling her household with every delight.
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In her endeavours she buys up some land;

Then plants a vineyard with profits on hand;

Having a surplus she gives to the poor;

Comforting those who are found insecure.

She’s not afraid of the snow or the cold;

Making warm garments for those in her fold;

Fine works of tapestry cover her chairs;

Purple and linen the clothes that she wears.

Surely her husband is known in the gate,

Ruling with elders their city estate;

Meanwhile his wife is supplying for trade,

Garments of linen she’s skilfully made.

Honour and strength are her godly attire;

She will be found in the heavenly choir;

Wisdom is heard in whatever she says;

Kindness and love are her bounty of praise.

Truly her children describe her as blest,

So does her husband give praise with the rest.

Myriads of daughters have done very well;

But of them all you distinctly excel.

JUDE

Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy 

of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

Jude 21

I had been very diligent

To write to you indeed,

About salvation which we share

But found a greater need.
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I therefore am exhorting you

To earnestly contend,

For faith committed once to saints,

On which our lives depend.

For some have crept in secretly,

Unrecognized as yet;

Ungodly men of ill repute,

Whose judgment has been set.

Who turn the boundless grace of God

Into a lewd estate;

As well, deny the only Lord;

Our God and Potentate.

And so I am reminding you

Though you would be aware,

About our well-known history,

And things that happened there.

For when the Lord saved Israel

From their Egyptian lord,

He later killed those murmurers

Who disbelieved His word.

And angels who did not retain

Their proper status quo,

He has reserved in lasting chains

In darkness deep below.

As Sodom’s gross inhabitants,

And cities thereabout,

Who gave themselves to sexual sins,

Which duly wiped them out.
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These are examples set for us

Of men of base desire;

Who shall receive the punishment

Of everlasting fire.

So too these dreamers foul the flesh

And spurn authority;

And also utter evil things

Of men of dignity.

Yet Michael with angelic rank

Dared not to bring a case,

Against the devil when he sought

To overstep his place.

But these speak evil constantly

Of things they do not know;

And as brute beasts corrupt themselves

In things debased and low.

Woe unto them! Who eagerly

Have gone the way of Cain;

And greedily run after wealth,

As Balaam did for gain.

These men defile your worship feasts;

They feast yet do not fear;

But serve their own intrepid selves;

Whose end is drawing near.

These are the clouds devoid of rain,

Blown every way about;

Late autumn trees bereft of fruit,

Twice dead and rooted out.
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These are the raging waves at sea,

Disgorging up their shame;

Lone stars that wander in the dark

Reserved for their domain.

As Enoch also prophesied

About these miscreants:

The Lord will come and bring with Him

Ten thousands of His saints.

To execute judicial wrath

On all ungodly men,

Who practised their ungodly deeds

And spoke against His name.

These are the wanton murmurers,

Who cater to their lust;

And with their mouth speak swelling words

To lure men’s simple trust.

But you, beloved, call to mind

The apostolic word,

Which they received from Christ the Lord,

To whom they oft referred.

They spoke about the latter days

When mockers would arise,

And walk in their ungodly ways

With ever lusting eyes.

These are the soulish, worldly ones

Who cause divisive strife;

And do not have within themselves

The Spirit-given life.
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But you, beloved, keep yourselves

In God’s protective care;

And build up your most holy faith;

Continuing in prayer.

To some men be compassionate,

Who doubt the Lord is near;

But others rescue from the fire,

With fortitude and fear.

Now unto Him our Saviour Lord,

To God the only wise,

Be glory, power and majesty

Till endless ages rise.

JAMES

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, 

and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

James 4:17

My brethren, take it joyfully,

When trials seem unkind;

And know the testing of your faith

Brings on a patient mind.

Let patience have its perfect work,

That you may be complete;

Not lacking any firm resolve

In anything you meet.

Blest is the man who perseveres,

For when he has been tried,

He shall receive the crown of life

From Christ the glorified.
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If any of you be unwise

In this society;

Then let him ask of God in prayer,

Who gives abundantly.

But let him ask in simple faith,

Not harbouring a doubt;

For he who doubts is like a wave

Impelled and tossed about.

For such a one should not assume,

That he will get a thing;

He is a double-minded man,

Unsure and wavering.

Let lowly brothers celebrate

Their new exalted sphere;

But let the rich regard their wealth

As just a vain veneer.

For as the lily of the field,

They soon will pass away;

Just as the sun dries up the grass

Throughout the heat of day.

Let no one in temptation say,

The Lord is tempting me;

For He does not tempt anyone

And neither can He be.

But each is tempted by his lust,

And then is drawn away;

And when desire has been conceived

It brings its deadly pay.
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Let every man be swift to hear,

And speak as well he should;

And let him not resort to wrath

For that is never good.

Put far from you all filthiness;

For such will take its toll;

And meekly feed upon the word

Which nourishes the soul.

Let faith be active in your life,

Not giving mere assent;

And be a doer of the word;

Not lax nor negligent.

If any thinks he is devout,

And does not check his tongue,

He constantly deceives himself,

And can’t see right from wrong.

Religion which is undefiled

And pure before the Throne,

Is visiting the needy ones

And living Christ alone.

2 PETER

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 

scoffers, walking after their own lusts. 

2 Peter 3:3

From Simon called Peter, a servant of Christ;

To those who are scattered abroad;

May grace be your portion and peace be your part,

In knowledge and love of the Lord.
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As He has bestowed all the things that we need,

Whereby He has promised the same;

Through Him who has called us to glory and praise,

To live for His wonderful name.

For this very reason, with patience and faith,

Make virtue your daily pursuit;

And further your knowledge and godly control,

For then you will never lack fruit.

For godliness, kindness and brotherly love

Should always be yours and abound;

But if you are lacking these things in your soul

Contentment will never be found.

I will not be negligent touching these things;

The truths which you know very clear;

I think it is right that I stir up your minds

Because my departure is near.

We did not pursue cunning fables of men

In things we made known unto you,

But spoke of the glory and coming of Christ,

For we were His witnesses too.

Beloved, I write this epistle to you

To stir up your minds which are pure;

That you may be mindful of what has been said

By those who were prophets before.

And knowing this firstly that scoffers will come,

When times of the Gentiles are short;

Who walk in the lust of their sin-darkened hearts

Ignoring the things that are taught.
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And say with respect to the promise of God,

Wherein is His coming again?

For since the believers of old fell asleep

All things just continue the same.

For this they are willingly setting aside

The facts that are frequently told;

When floodgates were opened to cover the earth

Which had been created of old.

The cosmic creation existing till now

Is kept in reserve for the day,

When judgment will fall as unquenchable fire,

And take the ungodly away.

Beloved, now do not forget this one thing:

God’s timing is not what appears;

With Him a millennium is just as a day;

A day is as one thousand years.

The Lord is not slack with regard to His word;

We never need doubt His intent;

For He is not willing that any should die,

But rather that all should repent.

The day of the Lord will take men by surprise,

And come like a thief in the night;

The end will result in the judgment of fire

With everything melted in sight.

However, we look for new heavens and earth,

Where justice and concord endure;

So as we look forward to these sure events,

Our lives should be blameless and pure.
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You therefore, beloved, since knowing these things,

Beware lest you fall into sin;

But grow in the grace and the knowledge of Christ;

To Him be the glory. Amen.

A WHITE ROBE

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my soul shall be joyful in my God; 

for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness. 

Isaiah 61:10

When God had formed the heavenly host,

He gave to some a higher post;

The most exalted of them all

Was Lucifer, before his fall.

Perfection was his very seal;

His wisdom pure and ethereal;

Adorned with every precious stone;

Appointed guardian of the throne.

Created perfect in his days;

So did he walk in all his ways;

Till wickedness was found in him;

This chief among the cherubim.

He said, I will ascend on high;

Exalt my throne above the sky;

His heart was lifted up with pride;

And thus began his downward slide.
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This one who leads the demon horde,

Is headed for his due reward;

Now as the prince of counterfeit,

He rules the kingdom of deceit.

His first attempt had great success;

When Eve fell for his craftiness;

She did not see the blatant lie,

So well disguised from human eye.

She saw the tree was good for food;

And so in her uncertain mood,

She noted with a longing glance

It was desired for eminence.

A tree indeed to make one wise,

And also pleasant to the eyes;

She took the fruit that looked so sweet

And ate, so came her sad defeat.

She gave it to her husband near,

Who ate the fruit with ne’er a fear;

Their eyes were opened, then they knew,

What God had said had all come true.

Their wilfulness became their blight;

Their nakedness was brought to light;

Their fellowship with God was gone;

The bond of trust had been undone.

So with the work that man achieves

They made some aprons out of leaves;

But such attempts are reckoned vain

To cover sin and all its stain.
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A sound came on the evening breeze;

They hid themselves among the trees;

They knew the Lord was drawing near;

Their fellowship had turned to fear.

He called to Adam, Where are you?

Although their hide was well in view;

He made a cover for their sin

By clothing them with coats of skin.

The blood that came from slaughtered beasts

Like many slain at holy feasts,

Looked forward to that awesome day

When Jesus took our sins away.

Although our debt was paid indeed,

There still remained another need;

We lacked a perfect righteousness

To cover up our nakedness.

Whoever trusts the Saviour’s blood,

Apart from human works of good,

Will wear a garment clean and pure,

And dwell with God for evermore.

THE FALL OF JERICHO

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, 

after they were compassed about seven days. 

Hebrews 11:30

As Joshua neared Jericho

Before he took the land;

He saw a Man stood opposite

His sword drawn in His hand.
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So Joshua inquired of Him,

Would You be on our side,

Or are You for our enemies?

For such was their divide.

He answered, No, but I have come

As Captain of the host;

The army of the Living God;

A monumental post.

Then Joshua fell on his face

And worshipped Him with dread;

What does my Lord say unto me

His servant? so he said.

The Captain of the angel host

Said something most profound,

Loose off the sandals from your feet;

You stand on holy ground.

As Joshua complied with Him,

The Lord said yet again,

I’ve given Jericho to you,

Its king and mighty men.

And you shall march around its walls;

Your men of great renown;

So shall you go around it once,

Six days around the town.

The seventh day your march will be

Yet seven times in all;

The people shall not make a sound

Nor answer any call.
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And seven priests as trumpeters

Will go before the ark;

The seventh day they’ll sound a blast

Which everyone will mark.

Now when they hear the trumpet blast

The folk shall give a shout;

And then the city walls shall fall

And thus begin the rout.

When Joshua had told the priests

Of their effective part,

The day arrived soon afterwards

For their triumphant start.

The first day out they marched around;

The second and the third;

The people watching from the wall

Thought this was just absurd.

And then upon the seventh day

The city wall fell down;

The men of war went straight ahead

And captured all the town.

They utterly destroyed the place;

A city under curse;

With only Rahab spared alive,

And everything of hers.

Poems of the Lord    page 278


THE TRUE VINE 

I am the Vine, ye are the branches: 

...without Me ye can do nothing. 

John 15:5

It was the Jewish Passover; 

The supper had been laid;

The twelve were gathered solemnly 

With preparations made.

The bread and wine spoke visibly 

Of sacrifice and blood;

The Lord had shared His ministry 

With those who understood.

He gave them precious promises 

Before He left His own;

So they would not be comfortless 

When once they were alone.

For He would send the Comforter, 

The Holy Paraclete;

The One who would empower them 

When justice was complete.

The Lord spoke illustratively 

In language of the vine;

He only is the Chosen One 

By consummate design.

The branches who abide in Him 

Produce eternal fruit;

The Father prunes them skilfully 

That more may follow suit.
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THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH

Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold, 

Mine Elect, in whom My soul delighteth; 

I have put My Spirit upon Him: 

He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

Isaiah 42:1

Behold, My Servant whom I love,

In whom My soul delights;

He shall be very prosperous,

Exalted in the heights.

As many were amazed at Him,

His visage was so marred;

His form more than the sons of men,

So brutalized and scarred.

Yet shall He startle many lands;

The princes shall be mute,

For they shall see such happenings

Which they cannot dispute.

He shall grow as a tender plant

Before Him in the land;

And as a root in arid ground

Among the rocky sand.

He has no form or comeliness

That custom may require;

And when we set our eyes on Him,

No charm we should desire.
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A Man of sorrows, bearing pain,

Acquainted well with grief;

We hid our faces as it were,

From Him in disbelief.
And surely He has borne our griefs

And carried all our pain;

Yet we esteemed Him struck by God,

Afflicted for our gain.

But He was wounded for our sins:

The breaches of His law;

The chastisement was borne by Him:

Our peace for evermore.

We all like sheep have gone astray,

Without a hope and lost;

The Lord has laid on Him alone,

The all-sufficient cost. 

He was afflicted and oppressed,

Assailed with bitter gall;

Yet like a sheep when being shorn,

Was silent through it all.

It pleased the Lord to buffet Him

And put His soul to grief;

So shall His days be measureless

With joy beyond belief.

For when He sees the sore distress

And travail of His soul,

The many shall be justified

And made uniquely whole.
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KINGDOM VIRTUES

But seek ye first the kingdom of God. 

Matthew 6:33 

As Jesus walked through the country, 

So travelled His good report;

He preached in their worship buildings, 

Wherever the Law was taught.

They brought to Him those with demons, 

And those who were sore distressed;

He healed every pain and sickness, 

With hardly a moment’s rest.

Then seeing the crowds of people, 

He went to a mountain place;

And when He was duly seated, 

He taught from a kingdom base.

He spoke of the blessed people,

Who, setting aside defeat,

Are humble and lowly minded,

And sit at the Saviour’s feet.

He spoke of the sad and mournful, 

For they shall be comforted;

And those who are mercy-minded, 

Shall find it in days ahead.

The folk who are persecuted, 

Who follow a righteous cause,

Shall also be well rewarded

At heaven’s eternal doors.
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THE SONG OF SOLOMON

He brought me to the banqueting house, 

and his banner over me was love. 

Canticles 2:4

The Song of Songs by Solomon,

With all its warm appeal;

Is set the perfect archetype,

Of love divine and real.

At first we meet the Shulamite,

Whose thoughts are for the king;

The kisses of her well-beloved

Are as a fragrant thing.

O tell me, whom my soul adores,

Where do your cattle graze?

And where do they lie down at noon

Beneath your watchful gaze?

The daughters of Jerusalem

Admire the Shulamite;

The king has brought her to his house

Which causes much delight.

The sun has tanned her countenance

While working in its glare;

They made her keeper of the vines

With all its toil and care.

The king speaks to his chosen one:

You are so fair, my love!

Your eyes are soft and beautiful,

And gentle as a dove.
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The Shulamite is pondering

The beauty of the vale;

If buds are bursting on the vine

With blossoms in the dale.

O daughters of Jerusalem,

This charge I leave with you:

Do not bestir nor waken love

Until its time is due.

For love is deep and strong as death,

And jealousy is hard;

Its flames are as the flames of fire,

No one can disregard.

Make haste, O my beloved one;

Be like a young gazelle;

Come quickly on the mountain tops

Of verdant Israel.

THE POWER OF GOD

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 

but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:18

When Paul was confronted with sin in the church,

He wrote by immutable power;

And now we possess those infallible words,

Ordained for this meaningful hour.

In Corinth, divisions were plaguing the church;

Contentions had come to the fore;

For some claimed allegiance to Peter or Paul

As though they had points on a score.
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The simple solution for such a debate,

Is found if we look at the Cross;

Where every wrongdoing was laid on the Lord;

Our sins constituted His loss.

The gospel of Christ which is preached in the world

Is foolish to perishing souls;

For us who believe it is God’s mighty power,

Transcending our paramount goals.

The world through its wisdom has never known God;

Where is the disputer today?

As Greeks seek for wisdom and Jews seek a sign;

But neither have found Him that way

We preach Jesus crucified, Saviour and Lord;

A stumbling block unto the Jews;

And nothing but foolishness unto the Greeks;

But unto believers, good news.

The weakness and foolishness chosen by God

Is stronger and wiser than men;

Because it has pleased Him to save by this way,

Vast numbers again and again.

For not many wise by the natural course,

And not many people well-born,

Are called and abide in the kingdom of God,

But rather the weak and forlorn.

The Lord God has chosen the things which are not,

To humble the things that prevail;

That no flesh should boast in the presence of God;

Such boasting is destined to fail.
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The Lord Jesus Christ is our wisdom from God,

His righteousness even the same;

Our souls have been sanctified, washed in His blood;

All glory be unto His name.

ROMANS

But God commendeth His love toward us, 

in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 5:8

THANKSGIVING

I thank my God through Jesus Christ

For all who love His name;

Who go about their daily work

With faith their only claim.

HUMAN GUILT

The wrath of God has come on those

Who work unrighteousness;

Who know the truth but hold it down

In their self-consciousness.

For that which may be known of God

Is manifest to man;

His Godhead and eternal power,

Since history began.

Although they knew the only God

They glorified Him not;

And very soon their darkened hearts

Became their earthly lot.
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Professing to be truly wise,

They qualified as fools;

And worshipped graven images

They fashioned with their tools.

He let them follow vile pursuits

According to their lust;

Their women doing shameful deeds

That generate disgust.

Likewise, the men abandoning

The normal sexual use,

Burned in their lust for other men,

And reaped its full abuse.

And since they did not think it fit

To keep God in their mind,

He gave them up to practices

Unfitting for mankind.

Filled up with all unrighteousness

And immorality,

They practise every evil thing

Which blights humanity.

Who, knowing that the things they do

Are counted fit for death,

Not only do those things approve

But laud them with their breath.
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GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT

Hence you, O man, have no excuse,

No matter what you say;

For you who judge your fellow man

Do likewise every day.
And thus, do you surmise, O man,

Who do the selfsame deeds,

That you yourself will clear escape

The judgment that proceeds?

Or do you scorn the grace of God;

His goodness through the years?

Not knowing that His goodness leads

To penitence and tears?

For everyone will reap the fruit

Of all that they have done;

For those of faith, immortal life,

Imparted from the Son.

For others disobedient,

Self-seeking and self-willed,

The wrath of God will be unleashed

And all His words fulfilled.

For those who sin without the law

Will perish less the same;

But those who sin within its code

Will drink its awful shame.
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For not the hearers of the law

Are righteous in His sight;

But those who do what He commands

Are counted just and right.

When Gentiles having not the law

Do what the law contains,

They show it written in their hearts

And etched upon their brains.

THE JEWISH GUILT

Now if you call yourself a Jew,

A leader of the blind;

Do you not yet dishonour God

By sins you leave behind?

You preach the content of the law;

That people should not steal;

But don’t you rob the Lord of hosts

With boasting yet unreal?

A Jew is not one outwardly:

That fleshly circumcised;

But that which reaches to the heart

Which God has not despised.

What vantage, therefore, has the Jew?

Indeed, much every way!

To them was given stewardship

Of all God had to say.
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But what if some did not believe?

Does that negate the law?

Did all God’s word have no effect

He gave them long before?

Certainly not! For we affirm,

Let God be always true;

But every man a lying tongue;

And that means me and you.

UNIVERSAL SIN

What shall we say to all of this?

Have Gentiles bettered Jews?

No, not at all, for we affirm,

We all deserve our dues.

There is none righteous, no, not one;

We all have gone astray.

There is no fear of God in us;

Destruction paves our way.

We know whatever says the law,

It says to those decreed;

That every mouth be roundly stopped,

And judged for every deed.

For no flesh will be justified

With deeds done by the law;

For by the law we learn of sin

We did not know before.
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RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH FAITH

But now the righteousness of God

Is openly revealed;

That righteousness apart from law,

Which Jesus Christ has sealed.

For all have sinned and fallen short;

We all have missed the mark;

That standard of our glorious God,

And languish in the dark.

But being freely justified

By God’s almighty grace,

We stand redeemed by Jesus Christ 

Who suffered in our place.

That as the golden mercy seat

Was sprinkled with the blood;

So man is justified by faith,

Which God accounts for good.

Does faith then render void the law?

Emphatically not!

Our faith makes good the law of God,

Each tittle and each jot.

THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM

What shall we say of Abraham,

Our spiritual forbear?

If he was justified by works

He has something to air.
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But what is written in the word,

Discounting any claim?

His faith excludes the works of men

That you or I could name.

For he who works receives his pay;

His wages are a must;

But he who trusts apart from works

Is counted right and just.

We learn about the blessedness;

For thus the Scripture reads;

Upon the ones accounted just

Apart from human deeds.

The promise made to Abraham

Was not made through a code;

But through the righteousness of faith

Which God in grace bestowed.

For if those who are of the law

Are qualified as heirs,

Then faith is made of no effect

And everything it shares.

For God who makes alive the dead,

Regarding things afar,

Calls those things which do not exist

As though they really are.

And so shall your descendants be;

God resolutely said;

And Abraham in faith believed;

His body good as dead.
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And having reached a hundred years,

His faith kept on its course;

Although his wife was very old

And past the menopause.

He did not waver in his heart,

Believing as a norm,

That what God promised He in fact

Was able to perform.

Now what God did for Abraham,

Is not for him alone;

But also it is meant for us

In whom the word is sown.

For God imputes His righteousness

To those who Spirit-led,

Believe in Him who raised our Lord

Christ Jesus from the dead.

RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION

Therefore, we being justified,

By faith in Christ the Lord,

Have peace with God, our new estate,

Which works could not afford.

By faith we can approach His throne,

For now we stand in grace;

Rejoicing in the hope of God:

The glory of His face.
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And having been assured in hope,

It never disappoints;

The Holy Spirit pours His love

On those He thus anoints.

For when we were devoid of strength,

Christ died for godless men,

And proved His undivided love;

The ultimate amen.

Much more then being justified

By trusting in His blood,

We shall be saved from holy wrath

Where formerly we stood.

For if when we were enemies

Our souls were reconciled,

Much more shall we receive the help

He gives His newborn child.

And just as sin came in the world

By one man at its dawn;

So death has spread to all mankind,

The moment they were born.

For as by one man’s rank offence

Mankind was made depraved;

So by one Man’s obedience

Vast numbers shall be saved.
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LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

There is no condemnation now

For those who walk in light,

And not by dictates of the flesh;

By Spirit, not by sight.

For by the law of sin and death

All human freedom fails;

But now a law has been invoked

Where liberty prevails.

If we are governed by the flesh

Our spirit-life will die;

But if we mortify those deeds

Our life will signify.

What shall we say to all these things?

If God is on our side,

Who then shall bring a charge against

The ones He justified?

Or what shall sever us from Christ?

Shall death in any way?

For His sake we are reckoned sheep

For slaughter every day.

Yet we are more than conquerors

Through Him who loves us so;

Our lives are ever bound with His,

As long as ages go.
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GOD AND ISRAEL

I tell the truth in Jesus Christ;

My conscience too agrees,

That I have sorrow in my heart

And deep anxieties.

For brethren who are Israelites;

Through whom Messiah came;

Although they don’t acknowledge Him,

Nor recognize His Name.

My heart’s desire and plea to God

Is that they might be saved;

They have an active zeal for Him,

But yet remain enslaved.

For they still being ignorant

Of godly righteousness,

Are seeking by their Jewish code

To live it nonetheless.

For Christ concludes the law of God

For righteousness in full,

To every person who believes;

The wise man or the dull.

For Moses writes about the law

And what its code demands;

The man who does the things therein,

Shall live by its commands.
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But then the righteousness of faith,

Speaks in a gracious way;

The word is in your heart and mouth,

Not very far away.

If you confess that Christ is Lord,

Believing in your heart

That God has raised Him from the dead,

Salvation is your part.

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL

Has God then cast away His own,

The ones whom He foreknew?

The Scripture makes it very clear

About the righteous few.

Elijah pleaded with the Lord

Concerning Israel;

They’ve killed Your prophets, Lord, he said,

And seek my life as well.

But what is that divine response

To such a cheerless call?

I’ve kept Myself 7000 men

Who have not bowed to Baal.

And so it is this very day;

A remnant is elect;

According to the grace of God

Which goes along unchecked.
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So we should not be ignorant

About this mystery;

That hardening in part has come

In Jewish history.

When Gentile numbers are complete,

And fulness has come in,

The Lord will rescue Israel

And take away their sin.

How great is our almighty God,

Whose work has been displayed!

For who has given first to Him

That he should be repaid?

For all things are indeed of Him,

And through Him they remain;

And to Him they shall ever be;

All glory to His Name.

LIVING SACRIFICES

It thus behoves us, dear beloved,

As those whom God has bought,

To make ourselves available,

For work of every sort.

Not being moulded by the trends

Of unredeemed mankind;

But proving what He wills for us

By nurturing our mind.
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For no one should regard himself

More highly than he ought;

But rather think more soberly

As God has duly taught.

We each have been apportioned faith,

The measure God has dealt;

That we might exercise that gift

Which He in grace has spelt.

To one is given ministry;

Another brother leads;

Let each one use his gift from God

To meet each other’s needs.

Rejoice with those who do rejoice;

And weep with those who weep;

Associate with humble folk,

And feed the hungry sheep.

CIVIL DUTIES

Let every soul on earth submit

To due authorities;

For they are set in place by God

As sanctioned ministries.

Give unto all God’s ministers

The custom that is due;

And pay your taxes cheerfully

That all goes well with you.
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THE LAW OF LOVE

Owe not a thing to any man,

Except to love his soul;

For love fulfils the law of God;

Our ever present goal.

Receive one who is weak in faith,

Who questions things denied;

Let not your actions harm that one,

For whom the Lord has died.

We who are strong should bear the weak,

We should not please ourselves;

Let love be our priority,

And not put on the shelves.

For Jesus did not please Himself,

As says the prophecy:

For those reproaches hurled at You,

Conversely, fell on Me.

Rejoice O Gentiles, with His flock;

Laud Him, all ye afar;

The root of Jesse shall rise up,

The Bright and Morning Star.
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ACTS

And He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him,

and that He might send them forth to preach. Mark 3:14

THE ASCENSION

As Luke has described in his gospel report,

The outset of things which the Lord did and taught,

So has he set down for the person who reads,

A further account of His teaching and deeds.

The Lord had commanded, before His ascent,

That those He ordained with the Father's consent,

Should wait for the promise of which they had heard,

And not leave Jerusalem till it occurred.

They asked if the kingdom would now be restored;

An issue outstanding they had not ignored;

He said, It is not your particular role

To know of the times in the Father's control.

But you shall be clothed with invisible power;

The Spirit shall be your indwelling Endower;

And you shall be witnesses even to Me,

Throughout all Judea and over the sea.

Now when He had spoken these things coming true,

He rose, and a cloud hid Him out of their view;

And while they looked steadfastly as He arose,

Behold, there stood two men in dazzling clothes.

Who said to these men with their uplifted eyes,

Why do you stand gazing up into the skies?

This Jesus now taken from you, even so,

Will come in like manner as you saw Him go.
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THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Now when the Day of Pentecost

Had come, as so designed,

And they were all together as they prayed;

There came a sound quite suddenly,

Just like a mighty wind;

Which filled the entire building where they stayed.
And there appeared divided tongues,

Akin to that of fire,

Which sat upon each person waiting there;

The Holy Spirit filled them all,

For such was His desire,

Then unaccustomed language filled the air.

Now there were in Jerusalem

Both proselytes and Jews,

From every nation found upon the earth;

And when the people heard the sound,

They held divergent views,

For they could hear the language of their birth.

For Parthians and Elamites

And visitors from Rome,

And many other folk from every land;

Could hear them speaking languages,

As they had learned at home,

Extolling works by God's almighty hand.

PETER'S SPEECH
The people who heard

Were amazed and bestirred;

Whatever, they said, does it mean?
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While others who mocked

Nothing startled or shocked,

Said, This is a drunkenness scene!

Then Peter spoke out

As this turn came about;

These men are not drunk as you say;

So soon after dawn,

It is yet early morn,

And only the start of the day.

He then gave a quote

From the prophet who wrote

Of men having visions and dreams;

The Spirit will fall

On the mighty and small,

Who've trusted the blood that redeems.

And there will be signs

On terrestrial lines

And wonders in heaven on high;

Forerunning the day

When the mountains shall sway,

And darkness shall cover the sky.

But those who remain

Through the anguish and pain,

Whose peril should not be ignored;

Shall find perfect rest

In the midst of the test,

Who call on the name of the Lord.
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Ye men of this land

Who live closely at hand,

Take note of these words that I say;

This Man you have slain,

God has loosed from His pain;

For death could no longer hold sway.

Now when they had heard

This remarkable word,

They said to him, What shall we do?

He answered, Repent,

With a godly intent;

Remission of sins will ensue.

The promise is sure,

For the wealthy or poor,

And those who are weary of war;

For mighty or small,

Whom the Lord God will call,

May come and be saved evermore.

ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA

Now those of the people who truly believed,

Were all of one heart and one soul;

And those who lacked sustenance gladly received

Their portion as part of the whole.

A man they called Barnabas sold off some land;

And so when the deal was complete,

He brought of the proceeds he had in his hand,

And laid it before Peter's feet.
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Another man sold a possession as such;

His wife was aware of the sale;

He brought of the proceeds but kept back so much;

A saving of little avail.

But Peter confronted this man for his deed;

Because he was acting a lie;

He'd lied against God who provides every need;

And so for this act he would die.

He fell down before them and so breathed his last;

And fear came upon those who heard;

His riches remained and the things he'd amassed;

His body was duly interred.

Then shortly thereafter his wife came inside,

Not knowing what happened before;

When asked of the proceeds, she openly lied,

And then she expired on the floor.

PHILIP  PREACHES IN SAMARIA

As Philip was preaching and planting the seeds;

The folk in Samaria witnessed the deeds;

And there was great joy in the place.

Now Simon who'd practised his magic of late,

And claimed a position of somebody great,

Believed in this message of grace.

So when the apostles explicitly heard, 

That those in Samaria trusted the word,

They sent along Peter and John.
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Who, when they had come they resorted to prayer,

And asked that the Spirit might come on them there;

For yet He had fallen on none.

And then laid their hands on the many who came

Professing allegiance to Jesus' name,

Which Simon intently observed.

He offered them money, desiring this power;

His heart was in darkness, embittered and sour;

He got the rebuke he deserved.

PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH

Then Philip got orders to go to the road

Which led to the south where the desert bestrode

A region which had little rain.

He rose up and went to this arid descent;

And there was a man who had recently spent

Some time in a worshipful vein.

Who now was returning with chariot and steed,

And holding a scroll unto which he gave heed;

Then Philip was told to go near.

He questioned him bland, Do you not understand

The scroll you are reading and hold in your hand?

He answered with negative cheer.

So Philip began at the place in the scroll

To preach the Lord Jesus who died for his soul

And how this had been realized.

They came to some water as they journeyed on,

The man trusted Jesus as God's only Son,

And there he was duly baptized.
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When they had come up from this cardinal rite,

The Spirit caught Philip away from his sight;

He did not see him any more.

He went on his journey rejoicing with cheer;

While Philip went preaching throughout all Judea,

For Jesus had opened the door.

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL

A prominent man with exceptional zeal,

Religiously blameless and rigid as steel,

Sought leave for a mission of law.

He'd witnessed the stoning of Stephen the saint,

Who'd spoken the truth with no hint of restraint,

Which sparked off a local furore.

Now Saul was engaged in a murderous play,

Against the disciples they labelled the Way,

And would not desist or relent;

He asked for some letters addressed to the Jews,

Who lived in Damascus, for such he would use

To further his zealous intent.

For if in that city he found certain folk;

He'd bring them as prisoners under his yoke

Deprived of their freedom and bound.

But as he drew near to that old city fort,

A light shone around him of heavenly sort;

Bedazzled, he fell to the ground.

And while he lay fallen there came to his ears,

A voice which gave weight to his formative fears;

The voice of the Holy and True;
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When Saul understood that his eager intent

Was plain persecution of One Immanent;

He asked the Lord what he should do.

Go into the city, came forth His command;

He went as directed, now led by the hand,

For darkness had covered his eyes;

He stayed in Damascus three days without sight;

Not eating or drinking by day or by night;

And such was his faith exercise.

A certain disciple; a plain Damascene;

Was told by the Lord in a vision he'd seen,

To go to the street known as Straight;

And ask at the house where a man Judas stays,

For one Saul of Tarsus, behold now, he prays,

And has seen a vision of late.

He answered, But Lord, I have heard of this man,

Of all the bad things and the harm he has done,

And here he has come for your saints;

The Lord answered, Go, for to him I will show

How much he must suffer and thus undergo,

And handle the many restraints.

The man went his way and he entered the place,

And laid both his hands in a gesture of grace,

Upon this new brother called Saul.

He said, Brother Saul, I've been sent by the Lord,

That you may be healed and your sight be restored,

And filled by the Spirit withal.
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The darkness departed; he got back his sight,

And went through the waters of baptism rite

And then he was strengthened with food;

He went out and preached in the synagogues near,

That Jesus is Lord unto all who would hear;

And outright amazement ensued.

CORNELIUS' VISION

A certain man, Cornelius,

Who lived at Caesarea;

Was both devout and serious,

And blessed with godly fear.

In service, a centurion

With valour, many days;

His panoply securely on;

He prayed to God always.

About the ninth hour of the day,

A holy vision came;

An angel clothed in bright array

Who called to him by name.

And said in manner cordial,

Your giving and your prayers,

Have come up a memorial

Before the Lord who cares.

Now send to Joppa men of yours

For Peter, as he's called;

Who's lodging at a tanner's house

And do as you are told.
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 PETER'S VISION

At Joppa it was time to eat;

The middle of the day;

So Peter seeking quiet retreat

Went on the roof to pray.

And as they were preparing food,

He fell into a trance;

And while in this subconscious mood,

He learned an ordinance.

He saw descending from the sky

An object like a sheet,

With animals that hunt and fly;

Not suitable for meat.

A voice called out to him and said,

Arise, and kill and feast;

O Lord, he said, I've never fed

On any unclean beast.

The voice replied with telling ring,

What God has rendered clean,

You must not rate a common thing,

Despicable or mean.

The whole procedure happened thrice,

With Peter mystified;

But this was simply God's device

To have him edified.
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PETER GOES TO CAESAREA

Now while Peter wondered

Just what this all meant;

Three men had arrived in the town;

They came on a mission,

For such they were sent;

The Spirit told Peter, Go down.

Then Peter addressed them,

His mind yet unclear,

Yes, I am the person you seek;

Now what is the reason

That you have come here?

They told him events of the week.

The men were invited

To stay at the home;

And then on the following day,

They set out with Peter

The way they had come,

To witness the role he would play.

PETER MEETS CORNELIUS
Cornelius had called his friends,

His relatives as well,

To share in these historic trends

No novelist could tell.
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As Peter was approaching him

He fell down at his feet;

But holding men in such esteem

Is not considered meet.

Then Peter told them truthfully,

You know that as a Jew,

I am not sanctioned lawfully

To company with you.

But God has shown me to my face

I should not designate

A man unclean or commonplace,

Regardless of his state.

Cornelius recalled for him

The vision he had seen;

Repeating almost verbatim

The wonders that had been.

Then Peter said, In verity,

I see it is the case,

There is no partiality

With God for any race.

But whosoever fears His name

In any place or clime,

Is well accepted for the same

In providence of time.
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The word of God which He announced,

And sent to Israel;

Of Jesus Christ whom they denounced

And crucified as well.

Him God has raised up from the grave,

And showed Him openly;

Yet not to all in that enclave,

But unto such as we.

And has commanded us to preach

To everybody since,

That God will grant to all we reach

Remission of their sins.

As Peter's message reached a close,

Interpreting the word,

The Holy Spirit fell on those

Who consequently heard.

And those who had already been

Delivered from their wrongs,

Were quite astonished at this scene;

They heard them speak in tongues.

Then Peter with a gesture said,

Should not these be baptized?

When preparations had been made,

The rite was formalized.
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PETER IS FREED FROM PRISON

Now Herod ruled with much abuse,

And James he had run through;

Because he saw it pleased the Jews,

He seized on Peter too.

He had him put inside the jail,

And bound between two guards;

But prayer was offered without fail

By Mary and her wards.

While Peter slumbered in the keep,

An angel struck his side;

So being wakened from his sleep,

He found his hands untied.

The angel said, Put on your clothes,

And come and follow me;

While Peter coming from his doze,

Thought, This can't really be.

They went on past the sentry board

And came unto the gate,

Which opened of its own accord

Like those we know of late.

They went outside and down a street;

The angel left him there;

Then Peter knew this wondrous feat

Had come from godly care.
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He came to where the people prayed,

And knocked upon the door;

His knock was answered by a maid

Who knew him well before.

At once she recognised his voice

And turned and ran inside;

So Peter had no other choice,

As yet again he tried.

She told the others gathered there

That Peter stood without;

They said she needed mental care;

But she remained devout.

And as she still continued on

That it was even so,

They said, It is his guardian;

Their stock in trade was low.

When finally they saw him there

They truly were amazed;

When Herod found the prison bare,

No small offence was raised.

BARNABAS AND SAUL CHOSEN

The church at Antioch

Had members of the flock,

Who taught and prophesied as they were led.

The Spirit made a call

To Barnabas and Saul;

And so their separation went ahead.
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With fasting and with prayer,

And trusting God for care,

They set off on their mission work with John.

And in their simple togs

They preached in synagogues,

Across the island coasts where they had gone.

Now when they journeyed through

They found a certain Jew

Who practised incantations on the isle;

Who knew the deputy

And kept his company

But sought to block the gospel with his guile.

The governor had sought

To hear the Scriptures taught,

But Elymas stood firmly in his path;

Then Saul with angry heat,

Denounced his rank deceit;

For such perversion brings on holy wrath.

Then followed his demise,

A mist fell on his eyes;

He groped around while seeking someone's hand.

The island governor,

Looked on with open awe,

And learned the truth on which he took his stand.

PAUL AND SILAS AT PHILIPPI
When Paul reached Macedonia

And came to Philippi,

He met a certain woman there

Who dealt in purple dye.
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The Lord had spoken to her heart

As Paul evangelized;

And having been thus set apart

She duly was baptized.

It happened as they went to prayer

A girl who was possessed,

Was following the party there

And shouting without rest.

This girl who was in slavery

Was bringing lots of gain,

To those who had her mastery,

Regardless of her pain.

But after many days had passed

And she kept on her rant,

That Paul got so annoyed at last

He made a precedent.

He said to her oppressive power,

In Jesu's holy name,

I order you, come out of her!

Unwillingly, he came.

But when her masters realized

Their hope was at an end,

And that their gain had vapourized,

They seized Paul and his friend.

They dragged them to the market place

Before the magistrate,

Accusing them of much disgrace

Which roused a motley hate.
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They stripped their clothes and tied their hands

And many stripes were laid,

Then threw them in the prison bands

With guard securely made.

At midnight they were singing hymns

And saying words of prayer;

And while the stocks enclosed their limbs,

Their praises filled the air.

Then suddenly a great earthquake

Was sent to ease their pains;

Which caused the prison walls to shake

And loosened all their chains.

The keeper being roused from sleep,

And seeing open doors,

Supposing they had fled the keep,

Thought death his only course.

But Paul cried reassuringly,

Look, do yourself no harm;

We are all here; as he would see;

Which brought a sense of calm.

The keeper called out for a lamp,

And fell upon his knees,

And said the verse we learned at camp:

Verse thirty, if you please.

What must I do, the keeper said,

In order to be saved?

The answer is upon our head

Or in our souls engraved.
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THE GOSPEL SPREADS

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: 

1 Corinthians 1:17

The Jews at Berea who took in the word,

Sought verification of what they had heard;

They searched in the Scriptures if these things were so,

And found them predicted a long time ago.

Thus many believed in this message from Paul,

Who preached of salvation afforded to all;

And also the women of noted esteem,

Were joining by faith this developing stream.

While Paul was at Athens his spirit was stirred,

Because of the idols and what they inferred;

He preached to them Jesus alive from the dead,

But they did not credit the words that he said.

They took him along to the Hill known as Mars,

Where true understanding was scanty and sparse;

Athenian men and the foreigners too,

Did nothing but listen to anything new.

Then Paul started out with their idols in mind;

God knew that the Gentiles were helpless and blind;

So now He's commanded that men everywhere,

Should turn from a life of defeat and despair.

At Corinth he reasoned with Hebrews and Greeks,

And stayed in the city a good many weeks;

The Lord spoke to Paul and said, Don't be afraid;

Thus any misgivings he had were allayed.
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A year and six months he continued his train,

Expounding the Word in a scholarly vein;

The Jews brought against him a matter of names,

But they had no basis for any such claims.

His visit to Ephesus lasted two years;

The word of the Lord came to everyone's ears;

And such were the miracles done by his hand,

That even the demons were made to disband.

Then seven adjurers, the sons of a Jew,

Assumed they could call on the Lord Jesus too;

By using His name with a solemn command,

They thought that the spirits could no longer stand.

The spirit could see their imposture right through;

I recognize Jesus and Paul; who are you?

He leaped on these brothers and wounded them sore;

They ran away naked, distressed to the core.

This matter was broadcast to Gentiles and Jews,

As people in Ephesus heard of the news;

And fear came on many whose conscience was tried;

The name of the Lord was the more magnified.

Then many believers came telling their deeds,

With those who had practised mysterious creeds,

They burned up their books in the sight of them all;

The word of the Lord grew exceedingly tall.

And then a commotion arose in the trade,

Because of the Way and the threat it conveyed;

A man who was dealing in miniature shrines,

Could see that his craft was on dubious lines.
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The goddess Diana whose value was prized,

Would lose her distinction and so be despised;

This man called Demetrius said to his mates,

Our living will soon be in desperate straits.

The whole city gathered because of this scare,

With many not knowing just why they were there;

And when the official had quieted the folk,

He made an appeal by the things which he spoke.

As they had no grounds for their claims to persist,

He turned down their charges and they were dismissed;

And so when the uproar had finally died,

The visitors left on the outgoing tide.

While calling at Troas with journeys ahead,

They gathered together for breaking of bread;

And Paul being ready to leave the next day,

Continued his message with so much to say.

A certain young man who was listening there,

Reclined in a window with hardly a care;

As midnight approached and the message got deep,  

He lost concentration and lapsed into sleep.

He fell down three stories from where he had been;

The brethren were shocked at this shattering scene;

His lifeless young body was taken up dead;

Their spirits were sombre and heavy as lead.

But Paul lay upon him, embracing the lad,

And said to those grieving whose faces were sad,

Do not be concerned for his life is preserved,

Which comforted all who were sorely unnerved.
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When Paul had returned from his mission of cheer,

A prophet named Agabus came from Judea;

He warned him that dangers were looming ahead;

But could not deter him by aught that he said.

On meeting the elders Paul gave his report

Of all God had done and the blessings it brought;

They said to him, Brother, the Jews have been told,

You do not adhere to our customs of old.

Now therefore do what we advise you to do;

Go take these four men in the temple with you;

And pay their expenses and thus make it clear,

You live by the code which our fathers revere.

So Paul took the men as he honoured the vow,

Consenting to do as the law would allow,

The days of their pledge had now fully expired,

At which time an offering was duly required. 

But late in the week he was seen by some Jews,

Who roughly accused him of radical views;

And soon the whole temple was in an uproar;

They dragged him outside and then fastened the door.

And while they were beating him often and hard,

The news of the uproar came through to the guard;

The soldiers ran down to this troublesome spot, 

And took the apostle from out of the knot.

When he had permission to make his defence,

The people grew silent although it was tense;

But when he recited the words of the Lord, 

They yelled that his life should be put to the sword.  
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And as they cried out and threw dust in the air,

And threatened to bring their resentment to bear,

The captain gave orders that Paul be removed,

And then under scourging the charges be proved.

But Paul remonstrated, for such was his due, 

That he was a Roman-born citizen too,

The soldiers withdrew out of ordinate fear,

For he had the rights which were morally clear. 

The following day he was taken to court;

The priests and the council were formally brought;

The Roman commander would now ascertain,

If their accusations were patently plain.

As Paul stood before these unscrupulous men, 

He mentioned his moral behaviour again;

And spoke of the hope of inveterate Jews;

For half the assembly had differing views.

The Sadducees had no celestial view;

The Pharisees held resurrection as true;

But when the dissension grew markedly high,

The soldiers took Paul to a barracks nearby.

A murderous plot was devised by a band;

The elders were privy to what they had planned;

A nephew of Paul got to hear of the plan;

The plot was averted before it began.

Because of concern for their prisoner's plight,

They took Paul away under cover of night;

The Roman commander had written a note,

A portion of which we shall purposely quote.
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Most excellent Felix, my greetings to you;

This man has been charged in a measure undue;

And when it was told me the Jews lay in wait,

I sent him to you as a matter of state.

When Felix had read the extent of the case,

And saw his accusers were not at the place;

He said, I will hear you when others have come;

And Paul was detained in the Praetorium.

When those with authority formally came,  

They brought an orator, Tertullus by name,

And Paul witnessed boldly of Scripture in sum,

About resurrection and judgment to come.

But Felix asserted with consummate grace,

When Lysias comes I'll decide on your case;

And Paul was allowed to have liberty there,

So friends could provide for his ongoing care.

Now after some days Felix came with his wife,

And heard of the judgment to come after life;

Meanwhile he had hoped for a monetary piece,

For which in return he would grant his release.

When Felix had finished his consular role,

He left Paul imprisoned without a parole;

And Festus became the proconsul in charge,

With all jurisdiction in matters at large.

The priests and the elders informed him of Paul,

And made a petition with favours and all;

But Festus replied, If this man is to blame,  

Come down with your charges and level the same.
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They levelled the charges without any proof;

The governor listened though somewhat aloof;

But Paul still declared he had done no offence,

With no predisposal nor any pretence.

As Festus was seeking to favour the Jews,

He gave him a choice he could take or refuse;

He said, Will you go and be judged for these things?

But Paul answered plainly without any strings.

If I have committed a criminal deed,

I do not object to the sentence decreed;

But if there is nothing in all that they say,

I make my appeal unto Caesar today.

When they had discussed this emphatic appeal,

And knew that such matters were binding and real, 

The consul affirmed it would be as he said; 

And Paul's requisition was taken as read.

Now when they decided to finally sail,

They took Paul with prisoners out of the jail,

The Roman centurion over the group,

Was one who belonged to a cavalry troop.

They entered a sailboat and set out to sea,

And left Caesarea with friends on the quay;

They called in at Sidon the following day,

And Paul was permitted to visit the Way.

They went on to Myra and boarded a ship,

And sailed many days at a leisurely clip;

The wind grew alarmingly lashing the boat;

The crew had to struggle to keep it afloat.
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The tempest continued a good many days;

With no sun or stars giving light in the haze;

All hope was abandoned by parties aboard,

Except the apostle who trusted the Lord.

He said to the men, Now I urge you, take heart;

For no loss of life will occur on your part;

An angel stood by me with comfort this night;

I know God will do what is good in His sight.

A further two weeks they were driven aground;

The ship began breaking with billows around;

They jumped overboard and struck out as they could,

With some using boardings and pieces of wood.

They waded ashore at this alien spot;

The natives were friendly, a likeable lot;

While showing great kindness they kindled a fire,

And soon the arrivals were feeling much drier.

As Paul went and gathered some kindling wood,

A snake came and bit him, infecting his blood;

The natives assumed he was mortally hurt;

And he as a killer had got his desert.

He shook off the creature, continuing well;

The natives expected his body to swell;

But when they could see that he suffered no pain, 

They deemed him a god as conceptually plain.

A citizen owning some land near the sea,

Received the arrivals with much courtesy;

His father lay sick with a feverish bout,

When Paul interceded the fever went out.
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They sailed from the isle when a ship came around,

And docked at Puteoli where brethren were found;

From there they continued and landed at Rome,

Where Paul stayed a time in his own prison home. 

He'd witnessed to Jews both at home and abroad,

That Jesus alone was Messiah and Lord; 

But some chose to stay as their fathers had been,

With hearts that were hardened, forever unclean.

We know from the Scriptures that many were saved,

Transformed from a life that was torn and depraved.

The gospel goes out till the curtain is closed, 

And time is completed as God has disposed.

THE HOLY SEED

And Adam called his wife's name Eve;

because she was the mother of all living. 

Genesis 3:20

When man was created, albeit alone,

A helper was formed from his medial bone;

The life she received by the spirit inbreathed,

Was lost on the day that her soul was deceived.

The woman we know from the Scriptures as Eve,

Acquired all the defects her offspring receive;  

Created a partner well-suited for man,

She plays a key role in the biblical plan.

As Satan had prompted her culpable deed,

A promise was given concerning her seed;

The child of the woman would openly win

The war against Satan, damnation and sin.
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But children produced in their sin-tainted state,

Did not bring relief to the man and his mate;

The germ of corruption from what they had done,

Was passed on directly from father to son.

A woman would duly give birth to a Child,

And by Him the world would be once reconciled;  

The promise devolved to the children of Shem,

For God had allotted this portion to them.

The household of Abram continued the line,

With Sarai his wife in the foresaid design;

Called out from their home they were thus set apart,

As God made a pledge to the patriarch's heart. 

For Sarai, who journeyed along with her spouse,

A tent made of hair was her temporal house;  

She gave birth to Isaac when ninety years old,

The advent of which had been faithfully told.

Rebekah was chosen before the event;

A trustworthy servant was purposely sent;

Responding by faith she returned with her guide,

And Isaac was blessed with a beautiful bride.
The fruit of their marriage, where favour begins,

Began on the day when Rebekah bore twins.

The two boys would differ as had been inferred;

The younger called Jacob was mother's preferred.

Now Jacob departed and went to Haran,

For trouble arose in the family clan;

And there he met Rachel the love of his life,

Who later became his co-heiress and wife.
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Before he was joined in this marital vow,

He spent fourteen years with his hand to the plough;

He first wed her sister, the elder of two,

For so had the father required him to do.

Now Leah was blessed with the fruit of her womb,

The sons she gave birth to by Jacob her groom;

While Rachel bore Joseph who later became

A leader in Egypt of notable fame.

The sons born to Rachel and those of her peers,

Grew into a nation in following years;

When Moses their leader was moved from his post,

His deputy Joshua took charge of the host.

Before he set out to march into the land,

Which God had decreed should fall into his hand,

Two men were despatched to spy out the terrain,

And bring their report back to Joshua again.

They entered a city with barricades tall,

And stayed at a house on the boundary wall;

The hostess called Rahab was daring and wise; 

She sized up the danger confronting her eyes.
She said to the men who had lodged at her room,

I know your success spells our ultimate doom,

Because we have heard of the plunder you wrought,

And what the Lord did in the battles you fought. 

So then, by the Lord, will you swear unto me,

In view of the kindness of keeping you free,

You also show kindness to those who are mine,

And rescue our lives when they're laid on the line.
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The people of Jericho trembled with fear,

Because of the army so dauntingly near;

They thought they were safe in their fortified town,

But suffered defeat when the walls tumbled down.

Yet Rahab was brought from her house on the wall,

Her father, her mother, her brothers and all;

The city was burned and the things it contained,

Because it was doomed as the Lord had ordained.

Thus Israel began her successful campaign,

And Canaan came under the tribal domain;

The twelve tribes were given the portion they claimed;

Wherever they settled by them it was named.

Yet some of the tribes did not drive out the foe;

Their faith in the Lord sank decidedly low;

But each time the people fell into a hole,

The Lord raised a judge to deliver their soul.

*          *          *          *          * 

A woman called Deborah who lived in Ephraim,

Gave judgment to Israel for any who came;

The Lord had commanded that troops be deployed,

For Sisera's army would soon be destroyed.
It fell upon Barak to marshal the troops,

With numbers allotted from different groups;

But he was not willing to go to the fight,

Unless she went with him; disowning his right.

The Lord used Barak in a slaughter complete,

But Sisera fled at this total defeat;

He came to the tent of a woman, Jael,

And laid himself down thinking all would be well.
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He asked her to keep a close watch at the door,

And then fell asleep as he lay on the floor;

She picked up a tent peg, not making a sound,

And hammered it clean through his head to the ground.

Then Barak and Deborah broke forth into song,

The Lord God of Israel is mighty and strong;

Let all of His enemies die in the way,

But let those who love Him shine bright as the day.

*          *          *          *          *

A famine struck Judah and harvest was lean,

With barely as much as a morsel to glean;

A man took his household and went to Moab,

But when death intruded the future looked drab.

Naomi and Ruth were alone and bereaved;

Then news came from Judah: the drought was relieved;

They went back as season of harvest was due;

A train of events we shall further pursue.

Now as she was gleaning Ruth met with her kin,

Who owned the estate that the reapers were in;

He knew of her background and treated her well,

And gave her some food when they paused for a spell.

Naomi arranged for her daughter-in-law,

To meet with this man at the winnowing floor;

Although not a party to what she had planned,

He promptly agreed to the matter in hand.

The happy conclusion to all that ensued,

Compares with a maiden successfully wooed;

The kinsman thereafter was married to Ruth;

Their story is told in the Handbook of Truth.  
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The Lord honoured Ruth and her mother-in-law,

With blessings exceeding the hardships before;

To Ruth there was granted a fine baby boy;

A gift from the Lord who would add to their joy.

*          *          *          *          *

A woman whose longings had suffered a blow,

Went yearly to worship the Lord at Shiloh;

For Hannah, the season for joy was inept,

Because she was childless and therefore she wept.

Amid all the heartaches she prayed to the Lord;

Its form is a pattern we wholly applaud;

The vow that she made in return for a son,

Was heard in the Council where justice is done.

*          *          *          *          *

Now Abigail's husband was labelled a fool,

But she had no part in this secular school;

When men came requesting a portion of food,

They found he was selfish and hostile in mood.

Because he had taken this obstinate stand,

The matter was likely to get out of hand;

But Abigail's prudence averted a fight,

She brought food to David to help in his flight.

*          *          *          *          *

Bathsheba's misfortune involving the king,

Had grave repercussions such matters can bring;

Since David was guilty of taking a life,

His household thereafter had multiple strife.

A daughter of David whose name was Tamar,

Was loved by her brother, albeit afar;

So Amnon determined by means of a trick,

To lie with his sister by feigning as sick.
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She made him some cakes at her father's request,

While Amnon pretended he needed some rest,

She entered his room with the cakes in her hand,

As yet unaware of the trap he had planned.

Because he was strong in the physical sense,

He used this advantage to break her defence;

The trouble that followed this sorry event

Continued unchecked till the kingdom was rent.

The nation forsook their allegiance to God,

Which brought on the people the weight of His rod;

They went into exile as servants of men,

Until it was time for their freedom again.

*          *          *          *          *

Queen Esther was placed in a difficult spot,

When told that her people were caught in a plot;

By laying self-interest and danger aside,

Her courage prevented a mass genocide.

The man who had planned this despicable thing,

Was ranked with the princes by deed of the king;

The queen gave a banquet with formal request,

Inviting the king with the prince as her guest.
The plot was uncovered before the accused;

His craving for mercy was flatly refused;

So Haman was hanged on the scaffold he made,

And judgment was passed on his infamous trade.

The Lord was protecting His people the Jews,

No matter what tactics the devil would use;

They cannot be banished by sinister play,

For nothing from Satan can take them away.

*          *          *          *          *
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When time was fulfilled for a sacred event,

And human endeavour was totally spent,

A virgin was chosen to carry a Child,

Whose blood would atone for a people defiled.

Glad tidings came unto a nation undone,

And Mary was told of her forthcoming Son;

The Saviour came down to a sin-ravaged earth,

While angels rejoiced at Immanuel's birth.

When Jesus had grown He embarked on His quest,

Resisting temptation, whatever the test;

A voice at the Jordan had called from above,

This is My beloved, the Son whom I love.

*          *          *          *          *
The Mary we know by the name Magdalene,

Was held in the bondage of spirits unclean;

As Jesus passed by with His following band,

He cast out the demons by word of command.

She joined with the women who stayed by His side,

And stood near the cross on the day that He died;

When bloody atonement for sin had been made,

She went to the tomb where His body was laid.
On seeing the stone had been taken away,

And not yet perceiving the force of the day,

She ran and told Peter and John at the room,

That someone had taken the Lord from the tomb.

They ran and confirmed it was just as she said,

While still not aware He must rise from the dead;

But as He had told them by sign and by word,

The great consummation had rightly occurred.

Poems of the Lord    page 334

As Mary returned to the burial site,

A Person appeared in the new morning light;

The Lord's resurrection had opened the door,

For every believer, of life evermore.

ETERNAL PROMISES

Being born again, not of corruptible seed,

but of incorruptible, by the word of God,

which liveth and abideth for ever. 1 Peter 1:23

The promise of God is a treasure we find

That strengthens the weary and lightens the blind;

The content of prophecy settles for sure

The things that will perish and things that endure.
The Word of the Lord and the Scripture in sum,

Determines the kingdom and judgments to come;

The kingdom will come when the Saviour appears

And governs the earth for ten hundreds of years.
The judgments are certain as night follows day;

In fact they are only an instant away;

The moment our bodies are left without breath,

Our souls go to glory or lingering death.
When Adam defected and broke the decree,

By eating the fruit of the singular tree,

The whole of creation came under a curse,

And creatures made perfect were changed for the worse.
But knowing beforehand the weakness of man,

And seeing the fracture before it began,

The Lord made a pledge with assurance to all,

That He would atone for the tragical fall.
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The gospel of God is the spiritual key

Which opens the door of the highest degree;

Because we are born with a fleshly desire,

We cannot attain to the things which are higher.
God so loved the world that He gave us His Son,

That whoso believes Him will not be undone,

But enter a life that will last evermore,

And reach its desire on that heavenly shore.
Until that reality comes into view,

Our conduct should mirror the One who is true;

The works we accomplish of silver and gold

Will echo His glory when bounties unfold.
To Him who is able to keep you from sin,

And render you faultless and joyful within;

To Jesus our Saviour the God only wise,

Be honour and glory till ages arise.
RESURRECTION

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 

the firstfruits of them that slept. 

1 Corinthians 15:20

Now this is the word both historic and true,

Concerning the gospel I preached unto you, 

By which you are saved and in which you remain;

Unless, after preaching, your faith is in vain.

Because I delivered to you first of all,

That which I received as the primary call;

Christ died for our sins as the Scriptures have said,

And that He was buried and rose from the dead.
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And that He was seen in His new risen state,

By Peter and those who had known Him of late;

By those He had chosen to be by His side,

And carry the news to the world far and wide.

Now if Christ is preached that He rose from the tomb,

How is it you say and by this you presume,

That no resurrection has yet entered in?

If that is the case you are still in your sin.

But now is Christ risen, our Saviour and Chief;

The firstfruits of those who have died in belief;

For since by one sin came the sentence it bore,

So through resurrection came life evermore.

For just as in Adam all die it is true,

In Christ we are quickened, created anew;

But someone will ask, How do mortals revive?

And what are the bodies of those who survive?

Now God gives a body to each as He wills,

The seed to its own when it dies in the hills;

All flesh is distinguished, not paired in the least;

One kind is of human, another of beast.

Celestial bodies and those of the earth,

Have differing glories imparted at birth;

The glory inherent in sun or in star,

Is seen in the heavens albeit afar.

So also is that which is raised from the dead,

The body is sown in corruption inbred;

The natural body returns to the dust,

The spiritual body is born out of trust.
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And as we inherit the image of man,

Who fell into sin when the ages began,

So shall we inherit the image of One,

Who purchased salvation when sin was undone.

A truth has been hidden but now is declared,

Concerning the future of which we have shared;

We shall not be sleeping but we shall be changed:

A wonderful hope which the Lord has arranged.

The trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised,

Enclosed in new bodies divinely appraised;

And we shall be changed from this temporal state,

And put on the bodies we keenly await.

And then shall that saying be brought into light,

Unknown to the sceptics who dwell in the night:

O Death and O Hades, wherein is thy sting?

The triumph of Christ is the anthem we sing. 

CONFESSION OF SIN

We love Him, because He first loved us.

1 John 4:19

God is light, His works declare,

That which darkness cannot share;

Light reveals the scourge of sin,

Where His truth must first begin.
If we say we walk in light,

Doing what we claim is right,

Yet in truth we do not live,

He will not our sins forgive.
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If we say we have not erred,

Since our newborn faith occurred;

By so much we merely lie,

And His truth we plain deny.
If we would our sins confess,

Freely spelt or under stress,

Every sin He will release,

That we may enjoy His peace.
Little children, this I write,

That your sins be put to flight;

If by chance you err and fall,

There is set a Judgment Hall.
Jesus Christ our Advocate,

In His new exalted state,

Intercedes for us His own,

At the Father's gracious throne.
If we do as He commands,

As each circumstance demands,

Fellowship will be our part,

As the bulwark of our heart.
Worldly things that tempt and lure,

Cannot harm the meek and pure;

Lust and pride will pass away,

At the coming Judgment Day.

So then let us fight the war,

As our brethren did before;

And for Him who made us free,

Let us flee idolatry.

Poems of the Lord    page 339

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Freely ye have received, freely give.

Matthew 10:8

The grace which God bestows,

By nature overflows,

And thus imparts to needy hearts,

Refreshment in their woes.

The gifts we have received,

Through whom we have believed,

Are sent to be a ministry,

For those who are bereaved.
Abilities we gain,

While on this earth's domain,

Can help perfect the Lord's elect,

Who follow in His train.
We shall be so assessed,

By that which we were blessed,

And thus afford a rich reward,

To whom we have confessed.
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YOUR FUTURE

Surely I come quickly. Amen. 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

Revelation 22:20

Pilgrims are praying; the vigil they keep,

More as the Advent draws near;

Mortals are straying like wandering sheep,

Close by the valley of fear.
While man prepares for his journeys in space,

Nations are arming for war;

Scripture declares to the whole human race,

Judgment is now at the door.
Moments are fleeting as time passes by;

Endless perdition awaits;

Men are repeating their desolate cry;

Death stands below at the gates.
Still goes the message resounding and clear,

Just as it ever was told;

Not as a presage of something to fear,

But as the gospel of old.
God has extended His love through His Son;

Judgment on sin is declared;

Time is expended, the work has been done;

Trust and your soul will be spared.
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WRESTLING

For the weapons of our warfare 

are not carnal, but mighty through God.

2 Corinthians 10:4

We wrestle not with flesh and blood,

Nor do we fight with bows;

There is no place for human good

In conflict with our foes.
The contest rages every hour

With bouts that never cease;

And as we face demonic power

There is no case for peace.
The war began in ages past

When everything was bright;

But as the devil's die was cast

It ushered in the night.
As Christian soldiers of the One

Who leads us in the fray,

We need our battle armour on

In this the evil day.
The belt of truth around our waist;

A breastplate that is just;

Our feet prepared to go in haste

With news of whom we trust.
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The shield of faith, our sure defence

Against those fiery darts,

Which Satan throws in stark offence

At our unguarded parts.
The helmet of deliverance

That Jesus Christ secured;

Which covers every circumstance

His loved ones have endured.
The weapon of integrity:

Our ever present sword;

Which lasts for all eternity:

The gospel of the Lord.
BALAAM

Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

Luke 16:13

When Balak the king heard the ominous ring,

That Israel was marching to war;

His kingdom had dread of the dangers ahead,

And did not have strength any more.

He sent to Balaam for some help in the jam;

The son of Beor was a seer;

For he could invoke on particular folk,

A cursing extremely severe.

Poems of the Lord    page 343

The king sent a band with a fee in the hand,

Who came to Balaam at Pethor;

They gave him the word which the king had referred,

But Balaam sought time to explore.

The Lord came to him in the brief interim,

Who are these men with you? He said;

So Balaam rehearsed as he heard at the first,

While musing the fee in his head.

A people have come who are countless in sum,

Who cover the face of the land;

The king made request that I meet his behest,

And curse them by word of command.

The Lord made it clear to the hesitant seer,

You shall not go with them at all;

Nor shall you do worse by invoking a curse; 

This people are blessed great and small.

And so the next day Balaam sent them away,

The Lord has forbad me to go;

The princes returned with no benefit learned;

The king was informed thus and so.

Then Balak sent more than the envoy before,

With promise of riches and fame;

If Balaam would swear with a militant air,

And censure this people by name.
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But Balaam demurred at the thing they inferred,

Till he had the guidance he sought;

Although he had heard God's unqualified word,

His heart was sufficiently caught.

He saddled his ass for the ride down the pass,

And set off without much delay;

The Lord was irate at his dissident state,

And took up His stand in the way.

The ass was aware that the Angel was there,

And turned aside into a field;

But Balaam was blind in his dark frame of mind,

To what would have caused it to yield.

The Lord stood again in a narrowing lane:

A path between fences withal; 

The animal veered as the Angel appeared,

And crushed Balaam's foot to the wall.

He punished the beast unconcerned in the least,

About his mad journey and ride;

The Lord stood His place in a narrower space,

With no room to pass either side.

The donkey lay down causing Balaam to frown;

He punished the beast yet again;

And then it spoke out on receiving the clout,

Why are you inflicting this pain?
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He answered the beast as his anger increased,

Because you have mocked me indeed;

If I had a sword or a weapon on board,

I'd kill you with consummate speed.

The donkey replied without rancour or pride,

Am I not your beast to this day?

You've ridden on me since the purchasing fee;

Have I ever acted this way?

When Balaam agreed there was never a deed,

The Lord duly opened his eyes;

And seeing the Lord with His menacing sword,

He instantly knew his demise.

He bowed in respect as his anger was checked,

And then he fell down on his face;

His animal friend had done naught to offend,

The treatment was right out of place.

The Lord was severe as He painted it clear,

I'd surely have killed you for this;

The donkey observed and instinctively swerved,

And saved you from dying amiss.

Then Balaam confessed being badly distressed,

I knew not You stood in the way;

If this path of mine is so far out of line,

I'll turn and go back right away.
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The Lord gave the lead to let Balaam proceed,

And go on his way with the men;

But only the word that I speak shall be heard,

And so shall you speak even then.

When Balak had heard that the seer had deferred,

To come at his urgent request;

He went out so far where the boundaries are,

And there he met up with his guest. 

Then Balak displayed he was somewhat dismayed,

That he had not come at the first;

But Balaam averred he could not speak a word,

Except what the Lord had rehearsed.

They built up a shrine where they offered the kine,

A rite they would further prolong;

Then Balaam declared what he'd fully prepared,

But God took control of his tongue.

The seer took his stand with the princes at hand,

And gave forth his speech like a man;

The king brought me here to pronounce in your ear,

A curse on the Israelite clan. 

But how can I try to expressly deny,

What God has determined to bless?

A Star shall arise with a sovereign prize,

And gather His own to possess.
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Thus Balaam foretold like the prophets of old,

The blessings of Jacob apart;

His prospects are sure for the Lord is secure,

And Israel is dear to His heart.

A RUNAWAY SLAVE

I beseech thee for my son, Onesimus, 

whom I have begotten in my bonds. 

Philemon 10

The story of Onesimus

Is beautiful to read;

A sinner like the rest of us,

He shares our common need.

He thought there was a better way

Than slaving in a home,

And so he made his getaway

And finished up in Rome.

While in the new environment,

He met a godly saint,

Who told him of a great event,

In love, without constraint.

He told him of a Nazarene

Who gave His life for all;

And thus became our go-between

To nullify the Fall.
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Onesimus was very glad

To hear about the Lord,

With just the little faith he had

His mode of living soared. 

For under this man's tutelage

Of wisdom face to face,

He gained the priceless heritage:

The gift of saving grace.

IN THY HAND

Look unto Me, and be ye saved, 

all the ends of the earth. 

Isaiah 45:22

If by some act of mortal man,
The earth could be as it began,

Then we might have a wistful hope,

With some bare means by which to cope.

We cannot fix our broken frames,

By playing out inventive games;

The need of man is not a play,

But calling on the only Way.

Until we see, as God has said,

That human works are reckoned dead,

We never once will figure out

Why all this mess has come about.
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One act of faith is all we need;

The gospel word will plant the seed;

God never meant that man should be

Without a hope or destiny.

He made a promise firm and sure;

It's here today and will endure;

The sins of you and I have been

Placed onto Christ our go-between.

If we do not believe the Truth,

Though we be noble or uncouth,

We shall be judged for unbelief,

With hell affording no relief.

The only hope for you and me,

While thought is still a memory,

Is not to linger on our loss,

But look to Jesus on the Cross.

Then like the thief who by his cry

Confessed that he deserved to die,

So shall we wake beyond the skies

And be with God in Paradise.
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ABIDING

The eternal God is thy refuge, 

and underneath are the everlasting arms. 

Deuteronomy 33:27

By faith we abide in the Lord,

Outworking the word we have stored;

Its purposeful witness is seen by its fitness,

With practice and truth in accord.

When Christ is at home in our heart,

Self-seeking and suchlike depart;

He is the solution for any intrusion,

If doubt or depression should start.

In dire situations we meet;

In blizzards or sweltering heat;

The Saviour is near us to strengthen and cheer us,

For Satan is under His feet.
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AMEN

Surely I come quickly. Amen.

Revelation 22:20

Amen means I believe

God's word which I receive;

His instrument is my intent

By which I live and breathe.

Amen is full of days;

The word means what it says;

We indicate our mental state

By using such a phrase.

We avidly agree

With each divine decree;

The Scriptures tell of death and hell,

And timeless misery.

Amen, for it is so;

So be it, as we know;

The sign engraved on all the saved,

And written long ago.

Amen, the guarantee,

That life in Christ is free;

Petitions wend as prayers ascend

And reach their destiny.

Amen, the angels sing,

With glory to their King;

As saints rejoice with gladsome voice,

And loud hosannas ring. 
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ATTITUDES

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 

whose mind is stayed on Thee: 

because he trusteth in Thee. 

Isaiah 26:3

Everyone has got a point of view;

Standpoints and opinions, not a few;

Any mode of thought,

Not divinely taught,

Cannot see the spiritual as true.

Viewpoint must be patterned on the Word;

Otherwise our vision will be blurred;

Philosophic views

Are of little use,

Inasmuch as they have sadly erred.

Attitudes can change from day to day; 

More so when they have a wider play;

Faith and constant prayer,

Need our utmost care,

In the daily round that we assay.

Attitudes are formed within the soul,

Where the spirit plays a leading role;

If the soul is fed,

With God's daily bread,

Thoughtfulness and truth will be the goal.
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BABEL

Therefore is the name of it called Babel; 

because the LORD did there confound 

the language of all the earth. 

Genesis 11:9

Babel means confusion;

Strife and disillusion;

Language had been common up till then.

Waters had receded;

Warnings went unheeded;

Giving rise to unity of men.

Nimrod built his tower;

Brandishing his power;

Reaching up to heaven, so he thought.

After all his mapping,

Judgment caught him napping,

Thus his high ambitions came to nought.

With their speech confounded,

Lofty thoughts were grounded;

Families were scattered far and wide.

In a world divided,

Oneness is provided:

Resting in our Saviour Lord and Guide.
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BIBLE CANONICITY

For the prophecy came not in old time 

by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

2 Peter 1:21

We have a written canon,

A standard or a rule;

It flows on like the Shannon,

Directing any school.

The Scriptures were collected

At each succeeding year;

With nothing disconnected,

They totally cohere.

BIBLE INERRANCY

Thy word is truth. 

John 17:17

The Bible is the absolute

Of what has been revealed;

There is no word or substitute

In any other field.

It is the sole authority,

Resolving all disputes;

And as for its veracity,

In God it has its roots.
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. 

2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is God breathed;

To us it was bequeathed;

And by the Holy Spirit had its source.

It is the total plan,

For angels and for man;

While human authors set it on its course.

COUNTERFEIT

Let no man deceive you by any means. 

2 Thessalonians 2:3

The world has got a counterfeit

Of things considered true;

A system founded on deceit,

And wicked through and through.

Its god is called Beelzebub,

Which means the lord of flies;

The irony, and here's the rub,

That's not what it implies.

He really is the demon king,

With delegated power;

He sponsors every evil thing,

And causes it to flower.
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The edifice is very neat,

Beneath a cloak of lies;

While on the surface looking sweet,

It wears a thin disguise.

With teachings of demonic sort,

It permeates our halls;

Where every soul not Spirit-taught

Is caught within its walls.

A counterfeit communion,

Both mystical and fake; 

A manufactured union

Which people sip and take.

A pseudo spirituality

Persuasive and sincere;

A humanist mentality,

Devoid of godly fear.

Its ministers are everywhere

Promoting its appeal:

At live address or on the air,

Presenting it as real.
The test of every counterfeit

Is coming in its time;

When all deception is complete,

The truth will judge the crime.
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COVENANTS

Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant. 

Hebrews 12:24

A covenant establishes a trust;

The Author is omniscient and just;

The parties have agreed,

To recognize the deed;

To honour the agreement is a must.

The Lord has made a covenant with man;

He stated it before the Fall began;

When Adam with disgrace,

Betrayed his honoured place,

It ushered in a blood redemptive plan.

A party to a covenant was Noah;

The earth would not be flooded any more;

The rainbow is the sign,

When elements align;

But there is yet a fiery end in store.

A covenant was struck with Abraham;

A rite which used a heifer and a ram;

A land was there decreed,

To him and to his seed;

The surety is God, the great I AM.
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The Law came to a nation from its Head;

While Moses and the people stood in dread;
A covering of blood,

For sin was understood,

As beasts were slain for mortals in their stead.

The covenant with David stands alone,

Until his Son ascends the royal throne;

As lightning in the sky,

So shall it meet the eye;

A day that some will cheer and some bemoan.

The covenant we read in Jeremiah,

Is for a nation tested as by fire; 

No more shall Israel say,

Come seek the Lord today,

For they shall know Him as their heart's desire.

For this is God's new covenant of peace,

When all the earth's entanglements shall cease;

The sins which blood had cloaked,

Are evermore revoked;

The sacrifice of Christ is their release.

The covenants are sound as any bell;

Which means they are a certainty as well;

Where man has ever failed,

The Lord God has prevailed;

Because He loves the Church and Israel.  
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CREATION

In the beginning God created 

the heaven and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1

The wonder of creation,

Is God's own revelation;

It happened in a single point of time.

Though scientists debate it,

The Scriptures clearly state it,

In language transcendental and sublime.

When all has been computed,

Objections are refuted;

They cannot stand when placed against the text.

The claims of evolution,

Are just a vain solution,

For what has been and what is coming next.
DANIEL THE PROPHET

Except the LORD build the house, 

they labour in vain that build it.

Psalm 127:1

A man called Daniel,

A prince in Israel,

Was taken into exile with his friends.

When faced with royal fare,

He would not take his share,

And thus did he observe his Jewish trends.
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The Babylonian king,

Was shown a dreadful thing:

He had a dream which no one could relate.

When Daniel had the key,

To solve this mystery,

He got the job as Minister of State.

The king called Belshazzar,

Had taken things too far;

He gave a feast with revelry and wine.

Because of this excess

Of rank ungodliness,

His kingdom fell as fitting its decline.

Yet Daniel still remained:

His character unstained;

The Medes had overcome their ancient foes.

This Jewish nobleman,

Kept on as he began,

And saw the Gentile era at its close.

DAVID AND SAUL

I have found David the son of Jesse, 

a man after Mine own heart, 

which shall fulfil all My will. 

Acts 13:22 

Young David was loved by the Lord; 

His psalms have been carefully scored;

His life had its fill of misfortune and ill,

But always his faith was restored.
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When facing the Philistine foe,

Whose taunting was more than a show,

He loaded his sling and let fly with a swing,

And laid the archenemy low.

While playing his music to Saul,

He almost got pinned to the wall;

The king was afraid of the progress he made,

For David was blessed overall.

Thus started an ongoing feud,

And Saul was exceedingly rude;

He swiftly gave vent to his evil intent,

And David was hotly pursued.

So followed his days on the run;

To live in a cave wasn't fun;

But every foray in the night or the day,

That Saul engineered came undone.

Yet Saul paid the price for his bent:

When all his petitions were spent,

The battle grew hot and the arrow was shot,

And thus he vacated his tent.

So David succeeded the throne;

As Israel came into its own;

He governed the land in a manner so grand,

The like hasn't ever been known.
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DISPENSATIONS

If ye have heard of the dispensation 

of the grace of God...Ephesians 3:2

A Bible dispensation,

Is God's administration:

The stewardship appointed for each age.

Without this recognition,

We lack a definition,

When studying God's word at any page.

The Gentiles have their seasons,

For providential reasons;

They live throughout the history of man.

But with the call of Abram,

A new race had a program;

The state we know as Israel began.

Yet at their visitation,

This small historic nation,

Denied the One of whom the Scriptures wrote.

This nationwide rejection,

Brought on a new projection,

And so the Church began its term of note.

A most important factor,

For critic or detractor,

Is that he understands the household rules.

To blur the demarcation

In any dispensation,

Is simply a neglect of valid tools.
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ELECTION 

Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

1 Thessalonians 1:4

Election distinctly declares, 

That those who are chosen are heirs;

In Jesus at rest,

Predestined and blessed;

Foreknown by the Saviour who cares.

It does not negate our free will,

Like robots locked into a drill;

Salvation is free

For you and for me,

For Jesus has cancelled the bill.

All men are regarded elect,

The moment their birth takes effect;

But they must decide

Before they have died

To follow the Lord or defect.

KNOW YOUR ENEMY

How long halt ye between two opinions?

 if the Lord be God, follow Him: 

   but if Baal, then follow him. 

1 Kings 18:21

A prophet called Elijah

Had passions such as ours;

He spoke out for Jehovah

Before the ruling powers.
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His prayerful stance and action 

Brought harder times for all;

Yet there remained a fraction

Who did not worship Baal.

Elijah's prayer petition

Was not evoked in vain;

It brought a dry condition, 

Without a drop of rain.

A drought depicts the climate  

Surrounding us today;

Whatever we spend time at,

We all have gone astray.

When people are confronted

With objects in their view;

They well may be affronted

In choosing twixt the two.

The choice remains as always,

For Baal is still around;

In city rooms and hallways

Or on provincial ground.

The kind of gods we follow,

Most often please the eye;

Yet such desire is hollow,

It cannot satisfy.
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In times of mass declension

As in Elijah's day;

We must do more than mention

The one exclusive way.

Like those within his nation

Whose faith in God was staid,

So those who seek salvation

Will never be dismayed. 

WISDOM IS CALLING

The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom. 

Proverbs 9:10

Wisdom is calling; her message is plain;

Listen! she calls at the gate!

How long, you simpletons, will you remain

Loving your simple estate?

Scorners delight in their scorning and sneers;

Fools regard knowledge askance;

Yet as we learn in our lattermost years,

Vision is more than a glance.

If we receive what the Lord has to say;

Reckon as pearl His commands;

Then we shall know as the light of the day,

All that His pleasure demands.
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He is a shield to the upright in heart;

Guarding the path of the just;

Always preserving the ones set apart:

Saints He upholds in His trust. 

LEGALISM

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, 

are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

Galatians 3:3

When Paul addressed the Asian saints

He did not mince his talk; 

He knew that certain grievous taints  

Had marred their Christian walk.

This only would I learn from you

Who labour under law:

Was faith a means of going through 

A works-intensive door?

Did not the One who broke your chains,

And freed you by His grace,

Not also take the greatest pains 

To fit you for the race?

I testify to everyone

Who takes a heavy load,

It is no calling from the Son

That leads you on that road. 
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The Lord has made it very clear:

His servitude is light;

If we are burdened down with fear

It may reveal a blight.

Stand firmly in the hallowed place,

Where Christ has made us free;

And do not trade redeeming grace

For outright slavery.

ORDERLY WORSHIP

Let all things be done decently 

and in order.

1 Corinthians 14:40

When brethren have a meeting,

Some may have come alone;

A handshake or a greeting,

Can set a friendly tone.

One brother has a teaching;

Another has a prayer;

The Lord is always reaching

The souls within His care. 

If two or three are gifted,

So let them speak in turn;

Each oracle is sifted,

Whereby the meek can learn.
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Let women be in silence, 

For Scripture sets the norm;

There is no valid licence

For any other form.

If further light is needed

On what has been referred;

Then let their wants be heeded:

Let husbands teach the word.

SPIRITUALITY

But we have the mind of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 2:16

I did not come with eloquence,

Or excellence of speech,

Declaring what the Lord has testified;

But in the gracious providence

That lies within our reach, 

I set forth Jesus Christ as crucified.

However, we communicate

To those who are mature,

The mysteries which God has foreordained;

The wisdom we articulate,

Applies to rich and poor,

For by the Lord our faith will be arraigned.
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For who can know the happenings 

Applicable to man,

Except the human spirit from above?

And no one knows eternal things

And how the world began,

Except the Spirit typified by love.

For persons unregenerate

Without a living hope,

Who do not have salvation of the soul,

Cannot perceive or contemplate

In all its mighty scope

The spirit world existing as a whole.

The person who is spiritual,

And truly born again,

And walks in light according to the Word;

Discerns the immaterial,

As manifestly plain,

And sees events which have not yet occurred.

We cannot even visualize,

Nor riches can afford, 

The ecstasies which have not been revealed;

But those who have discerning eyes,

Who love and serve the Lord, 

Have got their fondest joy forever sealed.
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THE JOYFUL JOURNEY

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;

and lean not unto thine own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5

The Lord by His wisdom has founded the earth;

With judgment the heavens were bound;

The depths were divided when formed at their birth,

And dewdrops fell over the ground.

Let wisdom be kept as the gem of your eyes;

Discretion the object you seek;

So they will be life with no semblance of guise,

Transparent and never oblique.

Your steps will be safe in the valley or glade;

Your foot will not slip on the steep;

And when you lie down you will not be afraid,

For sweetness will compass your sleep.

Do not be alarmed by the terror or sword;

If troublesome times overtake; 

The Lord will assuredly be your reward;

His loved ones He'll never forsake.
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THE PREACHER

Fear God, and keep His commandments:

for this is the whole duty of man.

Ecclesiastes 12:13

The words of the Preacher are true;

Their message is clear and sublime;

Although they were written with Israel in view,

They speak with regard to our time.

He saw all the works that were done;

The labour where many had toiled;

The mighty accomplishments under the sun,

Which sin and erosion had spoiled.

For everything there is a place;

A time for resolve or restraint;

A time to refrain from a simple embrace;

A time to encourage a saint.

The words of the Preacher are wise;

They impact like well-driven nails;

If we are reproved for our shameful demise,

Repentance to God never fails.
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HARDSHIP

Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28

Since the man took the fruit he ingested,

We can see the results manifested;

All the suffering and pain,

Will forever remain,

Lest in Jesus our souls have been rested.

While the hardship is often distressing,

And the suffering is somewhat depressing,

It is never the end

If the Lord is our Friend,

For the suffering is purposed for blessing.

As the world follows after its treasure,

With its programs of travel and leisure,

It does not have the key

To the soul’s destiny,

So we’ll fill in the gap for good measure.

If we come to a road intersection,

And we don’t know the proper direction,

We must look for a sign,

To assess and define,

If our journey is needing correction.
So too life has its signs for the wary;

To ignore them is patently scary;

For the Cross is God’s word,

Where salvation occurred,

And there’s never a Signpost contrary.
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He has rendered a cure for the blighted;

For the sins that would have us indicted;

He has pardoned them all,

Since the cardinal fall,

And will never let them be recited.

So take heart if your hardship is trying,

Though its pain we are no way denying,

We shall leave all our load

At the end of the road,

And we’ll go to a place with no crying.

But for those who have no inclination,

To respond to the Lord’s invitation,

There’s no rescue in sight,

For your self-chosen night,

And you’ll stay in your own condemnation.
PARTNERSHIP

Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

Amos 3:3

Light cannot combine with darkness,

Nor can joy relate to starkness;

One excludes the other as we know.

There are lines of demarcation,

That exclude a close relation,

And if we should cross them there is woe.
Partnerships on earth are vital;

Each one has its own requital;

There will be a payment good or bad.

In the course of life’s arrangement,

Friendship can become estrangement,

All because of truth it never had.
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When we have the Lord’s salvation,

There is less participation

In the things we did when we were lost.

Now we have His word to guide us,

And a Friend who walks beside us,

There can be no breach without a cost.
Any time we may be walking,

Hard at work or simply talking,

We can have communion with our King.

Jesus Christ our Lord Creator,

Is the final Arbitrator,

At the final judgment He will bring.
MEMBERSHIP

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’

doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,

and in prayers. Acts 2:42
In our society,

Wherever men are free,

They congregate

Within a gate

For talk or repartee.

It’s good that they belong

Where folk can come along;

A meeting club

May be the hub

That makes a city strong.

Our membership of grace

Is in the human race;

And from the womb

Until the tomb

We occupy a place.
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 One day we shall depart

From where we made a start;

And that will be

Eternity,

Prepared for every heart.

So while our breath remains,

And life with all its pains,

We should be found

On solid ground

Where glory never wanes.

Believers are the bride,

Who one day will reside

In homes above

With whom they love,

To whom their hearts are tied.

DICTATORSHIP

KING OF KINGS, 

AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Revelation 19:16b

The world has a dictator,

Who rules the hearts of men;

They cannot flee

Till they are free

And truly born again. 

He’s been around for ages

And occupies his throne;

His time will come

When he’ll succumb,

And burn in hell alone.
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We’ll have a new Dictator,

One day when He appears;

And only those

With righteous clothes

Will not be left in tears.

The Lord will be our ruler,

With full authority;

His reign will bring

A breath of Spring

For all eternity.
FRIENDSHIP

Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever

I command you. John 15:14
We all need a friend

Who is there at the end,

And there’s only one Person unfailing;

He took all our sin

When He came on this scene;

And we wait for His Second Unveiling.

His knowledge is vast,

For He knows all the past;

Every thought and the words we have spoken;

He loves us so much

And His nature is such

That His promise can never be broken.
He only can save

From the fear of the grave,

For He’s conquered the peril that holds us;

His word is the seal

Which His Spirit makes real,

And His constant protection enfolds us.
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If therefore you deem

That His claims are supreme,

And His love for your soul is the clearest;

Then call on His name,

Just as I did the same,

And you’ll find He’s the Friend that is dearest.

WORSHIP

God is Spirit: and they that worship Him 

must worship Him in spirit 

and in truth. 

John 4:24.

Worship is praising the One whom we love;

Angels are gazing with rapture above;

All we should render to Jesus our King;

Lord and Defender His praises we sing.

He has created the stars at their birth;

Scripture has stated His life on the earth;

Friend of the outcast, the poor and the blind;

Love which He broadcast is food for the mind. 

Since He has finished His work on the tree,

Sin has diminished in those who are free;

By His salvation: His life and His blood,

Sweet adoration is fitting and good.
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AUTHORSHIP

For the prophecy came not in old time 

by the will of man: 

but holy men of God spake 

as they were moved 

by the Holy Ghost.

2 Peter 1:21
Adventureful writing

May well be exciting

And thrillers can be a suspense;

But there is a story

That leads us to glory,

And realms that are truly immense.
The Author so uses

The men that He chooses

To bring the good news to our ears;

By His inspiration

And true presentation

The facts have been open for years.

Because He is wiser

Than any adviser

His words are the source of all light;

If we will survey them

And simply obey them

The truth will illumine our night.
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 A NEW NAME

To him that overcometh 

will I give to eat of the hidden manna,

and will give him a white stone, 

and in the stone a new name written, 

which no man knoweth 

saving he that receiveth it.

Revelation 2:17b

Whenever a name with its token claim

Is given or awarded;

It signals a place in the human race

Which heaven has recorded.

Not many can boast they achieve the most

Within their life profession;

But any can be a new entity

By simple faith confession.

Redemption is found on the common ground

Where Jesus died for sinners;

The Cross is the place of abundant grace

Poured out to make us winners.

Believers are free by His victory,

To enter realms of glory;

For Jesus is there with His saints to share

A never ending story.
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 A NEW LIFE

For ye are dead, and your life 

is hid with Christ in God.

Colossians 3:3

The soul has got a body case

In which it is located,

And yet we know this dwelling place

Will one day be vacated.

We have the hearing and the mind,

To gather information;

They are the means by which we find

Our goal and destination.

This mortal life is not the end

Of all we see and cherish;

Our bodies we may well defend,

But they must die and perish.

Our souls have been endued with light,

Yet have a sinful bearing;

We need a newborn inner sight

Which comes by faith and daring.

A new life is the portion planned

For every human living;

It rests in One at God’s right hand,

Who also does the giving.

If we desire to know the Way:

Our Saviour and Creator;

We must receive Him now today,

And not defer till later.
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 A NEW NATURE

And that ye put on the new man, 

which after God is created

in righteousness and true holiness. 

Ephesians 4:24

We’ve long had the science

To make an appliance

Or shoot off a rocket in space;

But offering virtue

To one who would hurt you

Is reckoned a bit out of place.
Our nature is tainted,

For we are acquainted

With anger that rises within;

When losing composure

If faced with a closure,

For such is the nature of sin.

The only solution

For human pollution

Is treating it right at the source;

The Lord has provided

A life undivided,

By setting us on a new course.

We need a new standard

Because we are stranded

If we are to live for the Lord.

He gives a new treasure

Of means without measure;

A gift which no man could afford.
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 The Spirit’s creation

By regeneration

Has quickened us when we were dead;

The Saviour’s atonement

Before His enthronement

Was wrought by the blood that He shed.
A NEW GARMENT

Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding

garment? And he was speechless. Matthew 22:12

All men are destined to go to a place;

Either of honour or one of disgrace.

God has presented us all with a choice;

Shall we ignore Him or bow to His voice?

He has invited us unto a feast;

Him who is greatest and him who is least;

We must possess the right garment to wear;

If we do not it will seal our despair.

We need His righteousness there to abide;

None of our own is accepted beside;

Every believer redeemed by His blood,

Has a clean garment imputed for good.

All those who go to the damnable flame,

Cannot blame God for allowing the same;

He is extending His grace through His Son,

Who gave His blood in the battle He won.

How could He do any more for our soul?

Taking our judgment and bearing the whole.

Make no mistake His salvation is great!

Trust in Him gladly before it’s too late!
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A NEW SONG

The LORD is my strength and song,

and He is become my salvation. 

Exodus 15:2a
We all knew the tune

When assembled at noon

In the days of our child education.

The musical notes

Would be stuck in our throats

If we had not the right inclination.

A song may convey

Any mood of the day

With a touch of composure or feeling.

The lyrics and rhyme

Are the subjects of time

If it’s only with time they are dealing.

There’s sweet melody

With a true harmony

When our hearts are in tune with the Spirit.

We’ll fully relate

To that blissful estate

When we reach the reward we inherit.

An anthem of praise

To the Endless of Days

Is the song that the angels are singing.

We look to the sky

For our Saviour on high,

And the place where His glory is ringing.
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A NEW HOME

In My Father’s house are many mansions: 

if it were not so, I would have told you.

I go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:2 

A house built for aunty

May just be a shanty

In countries where villas are few;

Whatever our dwelling

The trait that is telling

Is seen by the things that we do.

If we have respected

Whom God has elected,

Who sits at the Father’s right hand;

Then we shall inherit,

With none of our merit,

A home where the prospects are grand.

We cannot describe it

Nor can we imbibe it;

It’s something the Lord has in store;

For He is preparing

For those in His caring,

A home in the sky evermore.

Poems of the Lord    page 385

A NEW HEART

A new heart also will I give you, 

and a new spirit will I put within you: 

Ezekiel 36:26

A hardened heart may be the start

Of that which leads to sorrow;

For such a state could indicate

A lasting hell tomorrow.

 A heart that grieves but never leaves

The sinful life of mortals,

Will never see the majesty

In heaven’s lofty portals.

Receptive hearts in many parts,

Wherever truth has entered,

Have set their seal on its appeal;

In God their hearts are centred.
If when you read you do not heed

The message of salvation,

Your heart will be in misery,

With hell your destination.

But if you rate your earthly state

As lacking hope or reason,

Then be assured you can be cured

At any time or season.

If you should wait it may be late

To enter God’s salvation;

You’ll never find the peace of mind

At any other station.
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 There’s no respect for intellect

As being a credential;

The only must is simple trust

In Christ; it is essential.

A heart can be progressively

Insensitive or hardened;

Yet those who claim the Saviour’s name,

Have had their misdeeds pardoned.

Eternity will surely see

Our earthly life reflected;

For those who choose the gospel news

Will have their souls perfected.

NEW WINE

In Thy presence is fulness of joy. Psalm 16:11

At Cana, a wedding in old Galilee;

The Lord knew indeed what the outcome would be;

When Mary confided that they had no wine,

He quietly performed His remarkable sign.

The water pots stood for the washing of feet;

A custom observed ere they sat down to eat;

Though outwardly clean as occasion required,

It could not achieve what the Saviour desired.
He told them to fill up the pots to the brim;

His simple instruction was no passing whim;

They drew out and took as the Lord bid them do,

And what had been water was now something new.
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The old wine was gone and the new wine was here;

The signal from Jesus would soon be made clear;

The hour was approaching when He would be slain,

And three days thereafter be raised up again.

The wedding at Cana prefigures the day,

When former traditions have faded away;

The King will appear with the bride of His choice,

And all of creation will shout and rejoice.

ANTI-SEMITISM

I will bless them that bless thee, 

and curse him that curseth thee.

Genesis 12:3

The history of anti-Semitism,

Is filled with many acts of barbarism;

The hatred of the Jew,

By many or by few,

Is evident by their antagonism.

It has its roots within a confrontation,

When Lucifer abused his honoured station;

And since that fateful morn,

When battle lines were drawn,

There’s been a constant fight throughout creation.

It centres in the sphere of God’s election,

Which Satan tries to foil by insurrection;

The overriding goal,

Inherent in his soul,

Is counterfeiting God without detection.
Poems of the Lord    page 388

If Satan can destroy divine succession;

By cutting off the line of its progression;

Then he is free to claim,

The glory and the fame,

With everything he craves in his possession.

He started by removing righteous Abel,

Who sat beside his brother at the table;

But there was born to Eve,

A son who would retrieve

The Messianic line, for it is stable.

When angels came and married mortal daughters;

It looked as though his craftiness had caught us;

Yet Noah did embark,

Upon that buoyant ark,

When all the rest were swallowed by the waters.

An incident that Scripture has related,

Has shown that Satan’s plotting is ill-fated;

For Haman was the tool,

Of his oppressive rule,

By which the Jews would be annihilated.

And yet this anti-Semite was arrested;

For unbeknown to him he was contested;

His evil plan instead,

Returned upon his head,

And stands to be a warning well attested.

In recent times when all the world was warring,

And death upon the battlefield was soaring,

A man with demon power,

Seized on his golden hour,

And Jews became the target of his roaring.
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And yet they still remain as God’s elected,

Although they may appear to be neglected;

They’ve settled in the land,

God promised by command,

Because His covenant is well protected.

The greatest anti-Semite persecution,

Designed to be the ultimate solution,

Is for a future date,

We cannot estimate,

Except that it will end with retribution.

A time is prophesied called Jacob’s trouble,

When Satan’s wrath will escalate and double;

But God will intervene,

Upon this coming scene,

And smash his evil enterprise to rubble.

When finally we see the Jewish nation,

Receive their long-awaited elevation,

The anti-Jewish wars,

Will be a banished cause,

For Jesus Christ will reign with exultation.
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THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET

Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again 

by the same way that thou camest. 1 Kings 13:9

A prophet obeyed

The commandment conveyed,

Which came by the word of the Lord.

He went to Bethel

With a message to tell,

For worship had gone by the board.

And there stood the king

With a vain offering:

The incense he held in his hand.

The prophet cried out

With a summary shout,

Because of the sin in the land.

O altar, he cried:

For the office he plied

Demanded he speak for the Lord.

On you shall be burned

The remains yet interned,

When worship is truly restored.

The king was dismayed

By the statement he made,

And pointing, he stretched out his hand.

Arrest him! he said;

But his hand became dead,

And withered away to a strand.
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The altar was split,

As was spoken for it,

Its ashes were poured on the ground.

The monarch implored

That his hand be restored,

If favour with God could be found.

His visitor prayed,

And the ravage was stayed;

His hand was restored back to health.

The king was relieved

By the help he received,

And offered a gift from his wealth.

Come home with me now,

For I truly avow,

I’ll give you a fitting reward.

The prophet replied,

I will not turn aside,

From keeping the word of the Lord.

He went on his way;

But the deeds of the day

Were heard by an old prophet too;

Who found his quarry

Sitting under a tree,

And told him he had something new.

By devious talk

He was able to baulk

The other from doing God’s will.

A devilish ploy

That a foe would enjoy,

While wreaking the deadliest ill.
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The former gave heed

To this poisonous feed,

And went with the man to his home.

But lo, there was heard

An indictable word,

Of things that were shortly to come.

He could not get back

On the credible track;

Disaster confronted his path.

The lion he met

Was the punishment set,

By God in expressing His wrath.

The end was severe,

For this deviant seer,

Who met with his death on the road.

The office he bore,

And the mantle he wore,

Were bound in a God-fearing code.

EGLON AND EHUD

But when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD,

the LORD raised them up a deliverer.

Judges 3:15

The Lord strengthened Eglon the Moabite king,

Who gathered from Ammon the men he could bring,

With Amalek called under arms.

He fought the Lord’s people who met with defeat;

And made them a vassal placed under his feet;

Possessing the city of palms.
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The people served Eglon a full eighteen years;

For God used affliction to bring them to tears;

And then they cried out to the Lord.

The Lord raised up Ehud a true Benjamite;

Who carried their tribute to Eglon by right;

And made for himself a short sword.

He carried this weapon strapped on his right thigh;

And being left-handed was suitably sly,

And thus he arrived with the gift.

Now Eglon was heavy and very obese;

Ehud gave the tribute with greetings of peace;

With nothing suggesting a rift.

Now when he’d presented the tribute with care,

He sent off the people who carried it there;

And then he turned back at Gilgal.

With tactful behaviour he came to the king,

Requesting his favour to secretly bring,

A message he’d privately tell.

The king gave command and the servants went out;

He did not suspect what Ehud was about,

While there in his own private room.

Without any presage he rose from his seat;

Ehud was evasive but very discreet;

His host unaware of the doom.

Ehud took the weapon he’d previously made

And thrust it in Eglon, the length of the blade;

His belly fat covered the hilt.

He let out a gasp as his entrails came out;

He looked quite astonished with hardly a shout,

And fell in the blood he had spilt.
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Ehud made his exit and shut every door;

And locked up the room on that same upper floor,

And slipped away quietly with stealth.

The servants came looking and to their surprise,

They found a locked chamber and thus did surmise,

The king must be cooling himself.

They waited until their embarrassment grew,

Then opened the door to a horrible view;

Their monarch lay fallen and dead.

But Ehud escaped while the men were delayed,

And summoned the people for battle parade,

Announcing the slaughter ahead.

The Lord has delivered them into your hand!

They followed him down; a redoubtable band,

And slew about ten thousand men.

Moab was subdued by this singular war;

The people had respite for eighty years more,

Until they did evil again.

The people of Israel who lived in that age,

Had no kingly ruler nor credible sage;

They followed a secular way.

But Ehud was trusting the Lord for the fight,

Who gave them deliverance out of their plight,

Upon that significant day.
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LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD
So the last shall be first, and the first last:

for many be called, but few chosen.

Matthew 20:16

A certain landowner went early one day,

To hire men for work who agreed to the pay;

He sent them to work in his local vineyard,

As men under contract with mutual regard.

And then at mid-morning he went out again,

And found at the market some unemployed men;

He sent them to work and agreed with them too,

Whatever is right I will give unto you.

The sixth and the ninth hour he took on some more,

Who went on the terms as the hired men before;

And then at the hour with the sun shining low,

He found others standing there idle also.

He sent them to labour for just that one hour;

For such was the option he had in his power;

He said to his steward when evening was come,

Go call in the workers and give them their sum.

The last received wages as deemed by their lord;

The first came expecting a greater reward;

He gave them the same as he gave to the last;

But they were disgruntled at how they were classed.

They said to the owner, These men who came late,

You’ve put on a par with ourselves on the slate;

But we who have worked through the heat of the day,

You have not assigned a commensurate pay.
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He said to one, Friend, I have done you no wrong;

Did you not agree with the words of your tongue?

Now take what is yours and be off on your way;

I’ll give to this last whatsoever I say.

Our Lord told this story revealing His mind,

Because He is gracious, impartial and kind;

The labour we render in love for His name,

Will get its reward when we stand without blame.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

Which now of these three, thinkest thou,

was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?

Luke 10:36

A man who knew the law by recitation;

And quoted it with little hesitation;

Put forward a request,

Which really was a test,

To justify his mental aberration.

The Lord replied with verbal illustration;

For well He knew the lawyer’s motivation.

A man set out to go

En route to Jericho,

But on the way he suffered deprivation.

A band of men waylaid him with aggression;

For robbery by force was their profession.

They left him lying there,

Without a shirt to wear,

And made off with his clothes in their possession.
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 A priest came by upon this sad occasion;

And saw the man was needing medication;

But having changed his stride,

Across the other side,

He carried on toward his destination.

A Levite came along and saw the victim;

And straightaway his sense of duty pricked him;

But he did not delay

To tarry on his way;

Yet what he saw continued to convict him.

Another man came down where he lay bleeding;

And saw the urgent help that he was needing;

With gentleness and care,

He bound his wounds up there,

And put him on the beast that he was leading.

He brought him to an inn where he was rested;

And cared for him by any means suggested;

Upon the coming day,

Before he went away,

He made arrangements for this man divested.

He paid the owner for the keep and rental:

For such he knew were very instrumental.

He asked him to attend

The welfare of his friend,

And he would reimburse the things essential.

This parable describes a true relation;

And illustrates a person’s inclination.

A neighbourly concern

Gives help at every turn,

Wherever there’s a needy situation.
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 NATIONAL CRISIS

Righteousness exalteth a nation:

but sin is a reproach to any people.

Proverbs 14:34

Young Obadiah while being so brave,

Hid certain prophets away in a cave,

Queen Jezebel who did homage to Baal,

Murdered these men on a nationwide scale.

Then came a period of famine and drought;

Produce was scanty and fast running out;

Springs had diminished, their waters had dried;

Fruit trees and pastures had withered and died.

This situation with dearth everywhere,

Came in response to a critical prayer;

And would remain till a season was filled,

When all the doubts of the people were stilled.

God demonstrated on top of Carmel,

Who was Almighty to all Israel,

Baal did not answer their desperate cries,

For his religion is founded on lies.

Many years later God came as a Man,

Where He would finish His overall plan;

As the Almighty he hung on a tree,

On a lone hill top they call Calvary.

He will return upon Mount Olivet,

Where He ascended when death had been met;

For the believer His coming will be

Perfect fulfilment of all prophecy.
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When any people are set on a slide,

Having put justice and honour aside,

Pagan religion will come to the fore,

Sound institutions will flourish no more.

We are a people in moral decline;

Biblical truth must be laid on the line;

If we don’t fill up this spiritual void,

All our achievements will fast be destroyed.

GENERATIONS
And hath made of one blood all nations...

that they should seek the Lord...Acts 17:26,27

The nations and races,

In various places,

Have come from a unified source;

An ancient prediction,

Without contradiction,

Has followed a prophesied course.

For each son of Noah

Became the bestower

Of leanings existing today;

These characteristics,

Are found in statistics,

And seen by their outward display.

Japhetic descendants,

Their sons and dependents,

Developed the north and the west;

The Hamites migrated,

To regions located,

Wherever they thought it was best.
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The Semites are noted,

As writers have quoted,

For having a worshipful role;

From them came a nation,

Which had the vocation,

Of preaching the needs of the soul.

The Jews are the holders

Of all God has told us:

The Scriptures declaring His will;

From this revelation,

We learn of salvation

In Him who abides with us still.

REWARDS AND LOSSES

Every man’s work shall be made manifest:for

the day shall declare it... and the fire shall try

every man’s work of what sort it is. 1 Cor.3:13

The Judgment Seat of Christ as He has stated,

Will see our Christian lives evaluated.

The stubble, hay and wood,

Produced by human good,

Should not come from a life regenerated.

For none can lay another sure foundation,

Than that already laid for our salvation.

The ransom He has paid,

Can never be remade,

Because it was resolved before creation.

So as we build on what the Lord has planted;

And if our view of Him has not been slanted;

The silver and the gold,

As Scripture has foretold,

Will get the due reward that He has granted.
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THE ARMIES OF GOD

Fear not: for they that be with us

are more than they that  be with them.

2 Kings 6:16

Ben-Hadad the king,

In his warmongering,

Selected a site for his camp;

But word filtered out

What his plans were about,

Which rendered them all rather damp.

The strategy laid,

With his military aid,

Was heard by a prophet of fame;

Who then made it known

To the Israelite throne,

Which made his manoeuvring lame.

When Hadad had learned,

How his plans were discerned,

He sent out a personal spy;

Discover, said he,

Where this prophet might be;

And I’ll have his blood by and by.

He gathered his troop

For the tactical swoop,

And sent them by night on a raid;

They circled the town

Where the prophet lay down

And dwelt in a house with his aide.
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The servant arose

From his nightly repose,

And saw a discomforting view;

My master, he cried,

As he looked far and wide,

Whatever on earth shall we do?

Elisha replied,

They are more on our side,

Than those who are gathered without;

He prayed that his sight

Might be furnished with light,

And see all the host thereabout.

The mountains around,

As the young servant found,

Were covered with chariots of fire;

They numbered far more

Than the enemy corps,

And had an authority higher.

The Syrian band

With their weapons in hand,

Closed in for Elisha their prize;

Yet while they forayed,

So the man of God prayed,

And blindness afflicted their eyes.

He said to them, Nay,

This is not the right way,

For that which you seek; follow me.

He did them no wrong

As he brought them along,

To where they would not want to be.
Poems of the Lord    page 403

He guided the band

Into Israel’s land,

And prayed for their physical sight;

They opened their eyes

And beheld with surprise

Their number was cut off from flight.

So as they stood there

In Samaria’s square,

The city to which they were brought,

The monarch sought leave

To deny their reprieve,

And slaughter these men who were caught.

The prophet said, No,

You shall not kill the foe,

Set food; so he made them a feast;

And later that day

They were sent on their way;

Thus all their warmongering ceased.
Poems of the Lord    page 404

VIRTUE

Whose adorning...let it be...

the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,

which is in the sight of God of great price.

1 Peter 3:3,4

Adultery describes a sad condition,

That people have incurred by their volition.

While yet it may enforce

The grounds for a divorce,

It does not change the marriage vow tradition.

Although for some there is no way of healing,

Because the love has gone with all its feeling;

For others who have hope

Within their field of scope,

It is a hurt they may not be revealing.

A marriage can be rescued by affection,

When circumstances take the wrong direction;

Forgiveness can restore

The love they had before,

And put behind them every imperfection.
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THE LAMB OF GOD

The Covering Sacrifice
Abel...brought of the firstlings of his flock,

and of the fat thereof. Genesis 4:4

When sin had fallen on the human race,

And human good had no respected place,

A lamb became the cover by its blood;

For so the one who offered understood;

But not so was the offering of Cain,

Who offered up the fruit of his domain;

The offering he pictured as profound,

Was from the best production of the ground;

But Cain had no humility within,

His offer could not cover for his sin.

The Substitutionary Sacrifice
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide

Himself a lamb for a burnt offering. Genesis 22:8

A man who had been summoned out of Ur,

And knew his only son would be his heir,

Was told to offer him, a sacrifice,

And Isaac as the son would pay the price;

For Abraham, his faith was resolute,

But God already had a substitute;

A ram had got entangled by its horns,

It struggled being helpless in the thorns;

He offered up the captive for his son,

Upon the mount where justice would be done.
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The Protective Sacrifice
And when I see the blood, I will pass over you.

Exodus 12:13

The people who were exiled many years,

Had laboured in their slavery with tears;

At last the day arrived when they were free,

A lamb was slain for every family,

Its blood was on the portals of the door,

The Lord was satisfied by what He saw,

It gave protection from the coming doom;

For death would strike in every other room;

The Passover would ever call to mind,

A Lamb of God would die for all mankind.

The Perfect Sacrifice
And if his offering be of the flocks...

he shall bring it a male without blemish.

Leviticus 1:10

When Israel had nationhood conferred,

And God had given orders through His word,

A tabernacle took the central place,

Where all the tribes could worship Him in grace,

An animal was brought devoid of spot,

Its blood would be the price for every blot,

A sacrifice accepted must be clean,

For nothing else could be a go-between;

The Man assigned to finalise the role,

Would demonstrate the pureness of His soul.
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The Atoning Sacrifice
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter. 

Isaiah 53:7

Isaiah writes in chapter fifty-three,

About the One who died vicariously;

The punishment for sin we had in store,

Was placed upon the Lamb, and furthermore,

The work of full atonement has been made;

The debt of our transgression He has paid;

The Lamb has made amends for His elect;

Their failures He has made of none effect;

And when He sees the travail of His soul,

The Father will appoint His priestly role.

The Complete Sacrifice
Behold the Lamb of God,

which taketh away the sin of the world.

John 1:29

At Jordan as Messiah was baptized,

His ministry was clearly emphasized;

The testing that would follow in its train,

Would prove His dedication yet again;

The Lamb had come for Jesus was His name,

His miracles exemplified His claim;

His healing was available for all,

His precious blood would expiate the Fall;

His stringent cry announced the victory,

When every sin was judged upon the tree.
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The Universal Sacrifice
...like a lamb dumb before his shearer,

so opened He not His mouth. Acts 8:32

The eunuch read the Scripture as he rode,

Religion was the state in which he bode;

He needed explanation of the key,

Of whom the prophet wrote in history,

The Scripture that he did not understand,

Was opened by God’s servant near at hand;

The Lamb that would be slaughtered, as he read,

Was Jesus who had risen from the dead;

As soon as his perception was revised,

The object of his faith was realised.

The Redeeming Sacrifice

...ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible

things...but with the precious  blood of Christ,

as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 1 Peter 1:18,19

We enter into slavery at birth,

Our daily life is coloured from the earth;

In sin we were conceived and we remain,

Which manifests itself in earthly pain;

Our sin has been condemned upon the cross;

Our good will be rejected like the dross;

The Saviour has redeemed us by His blood;

It is the only work that counts for good.

The Sacrificial Lamb as He has taught,

Is offering the freedom He has bought.
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The Glorious Sacrifice

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,

and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,

and glory, and blessing. Revelation 5:12

Authority is vested in the Lamb;

He is the Potentate, the great I AM;

His rule will be extended everywhere,

The universe will blossom in His care;

The angels and the elders are in voice,

The saints whom He has glorified rejoice;

The Lamb of God who once for all was slain,

Will come again in majesty to reign;

His kingdom will extend from shore to shore,

And truth will be established evermore.
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THE WILL OF GOD

...He hath appointed a day, in the which

He will judge the world in righteousness

by that Man whom He hath ordained,

whereof He hath given assurance unto men,

in that He hath raised Him from the dead.

Acts 17:31

How can I know the will of God,

When I am in the dark?

How can I see the way ahead,

Lest there should be a spark?

How can the things not manifest,

Be understood by me?

Who can unlock the treasure chest,

Holding this mystery?

God has revealed His perfect will,

Totally in His word.

There is no mount or obstacle,

That we should be deterred.

Unbelief is the barrier,

Hiding it from our view.

Sin is the mortal carrier,

Active in all we do.
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Everyone knows that God is there,

By their God-consciousness.

He has ensured that we’re aware

Of His almightiness.

Someone has put the stars in space;

Furnished and made the earth;

Moulded and formed the human race;

Nourished us from our birth.

If we will seek His will in time;

Seek it with all our heart;

Then we shall know the truth sublime;

Purest in every part.

This is His will for everyone,

Stated in simple word:

That we receive His only Son;

His will is never blurred.

When we receive His perfect gift,

Crucified on the Tree;

What was before a painful rift,

Soon is a harmony.

No one enjoys a tasty meal,

Till they have had the whole;

Those who have proved that God is real,

Worship Him in their soul.
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THE TRIUNE GOD

For in Him dwelleth all the fulness 

of the Godhead bodily.

Colossians 2:9

God is Light, God is Spirit, God is Love;

He appeared at the Jordan as a dove;

As the Light He illuminates our way;

That our path may be clearer every day.

In His love He has cancelled all our debt;

Every sin has been judged that we have met;

Such a love we can hardly understand;

With a life that fulfilled the Law’s demand.

When the rainbow is seen amid the cloud;

We remember the covenant He vowed;

As the spectrum appears with every hue;

So our God is dependable and true.

In the Scriptures the Saviour is revealed;

For believers He is a mighty shield;

God has chosen the words that are preserved;

And has placed on His Son all we deserved.

In this world there is quarrelling and hate;

Many woes are the problems we create;

There is progress in almost every field;

Yet the problem of sin is never healed.
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Without God there is darkness everywhere;

Only He can shed light in our despair;

Without God we are spiritually dead;

In the nature by which we are inbred.

Without God love is on a human plane;

It is earthly and so it will remain;

But when Christ is the object we revere;

Then His love takes us to another sphere.

We need Love, we need Spirit, we need Light;

We need Jesus who bore away our blight;

Every virtue resides in God the Son;

Let us praise Him for everything He’s done.

REGENERATI0N

Ye must be born again.

John 3:7

The miracle of God: regeneration,

Has called us to a new historic station;

As men who had no sight,

Yet now with inner light,

We hold the gospel torch in every nation.

For we who were by nature unenlightened,

By grace have got a future that has brightened;

The life we now possess,

Is not from our prowess,

But from a new perspective that has heightened.

We did not have a gifted disposition,

But qualified as sinners for perdition;

We celebrate the day,

Our sins were washed away,

And worship Him who took our low position.
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The risen Lord regards our humble status;

And though the world may ridicule or hate us;

We stand by faith alone,

In Christ the cornerstone,

And live for Him who died to liberate us.
DIVINE ESSENCE

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,

before Abraham was, I AM. 

John 8:58

As there are names and titles,

Belonging to the Lord,

Descriptive of His character and role;

So there are true recitals

The Testaments afford,

Which constitute a picture of the whole.

As ever Self-Existent,

He dwells eternally;

The Author of our faith; the God of peace;

His essence is consistent,

Declared for all to see;

His mercy and His love will never cease.

He is the Great Provider;

The Shepherd of the sheep;

A refuge in disaster or defeat;

His word, a deep divider,

That cuts into our sleep;

Alerting us of things we have to meet.
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 As gold is valued greatly,

And pearls have much appeal,

And precious stones delight us with their hue;

So God is ever stately,

Impeccable and real,

And gave His Son to die for me and you.

A DAY

Behold, now is the day of salvation. 

2 Corinthians 6:2

A day as well we know,

Goes either fast or slow;

Yet so designed

That we may find,

Our way through hail or snow.

In four and twenty hours,

There may be sun or showers;

The Lord decides,

The rising tides,

And quells the evil powers.

Salvation is the day,

Our sins are washed away;

As we believe

And thus receive

The gift for which we pray.

A day we cannot guess,

Draws closer nonetheless;

The Lord will come

And take us home,

Where all is happiness.
Poems of the Lord    page 416

The day span of the Lord,

Is for an era stored;

It will begin

With great chagrin,

And end with peace restored.

A day of wrath will break,

When men will weep and quake;

As at the Throne

They stand alone

And face the fiery lake.

THE CHURCH

I will build My church; and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it. 

Matthew 16:18

The Church is here today,

But destined not to stay;

The trumpet call,

Will change us all,

And take us far away.

It reaches people lost,

As seen at Pentecost;

With varied gifts,

And painful rifts;

Both fortified and tossed.

It has a perfect Head,

Who rose up from the dead;

He shed His blood,

To make us good,

And is our daily bread.
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And when it is complete,

Its Saviour it will meet;

With lasting praise,

Through endless days;

An everlasting treat.
FRUIT

...the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,

faith, meekness, temperance. 

Galatians 5:22,23

A fruitful tree consistently,

Needs water, food and care;

The life we live and what we give,

Is born of faith and prayer.

The seed we share and fruit we bear,

May reach a foe or friend;

The fruit of love comes from above,

And has no measured end.

The fruit of joy in girl or boy,

Is more than happiness;

It has its source along a course,

Which God can only bless.

The fruit of peace will never cease,

With those who love the Lord;

Though wars may start they cannot part,

The bond that has been stored.
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Longsuffering may often bring

God’s blessing in its wake;

A gentleness or soft caress,

Can soothe a grieving ache.

The goodness shared from hearts prepared,

Can help the poor and weak;

When faith is seen as pure and clean,

It causes men to seek.

The meekness borne by souls forlorn,

Comes from their inner strength;

With temperance and godly sense,

It goes to any length.

The Spirit-filled and Bible-drilled,

Bear fruit that all can see;

The fruit will keep as treasures deep,

For all eternity.

THE TRINITY

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Matthew 28:19

The Trinity has been revealed,

As God the Three in One;

A paradox we cannot comprehend.

The Scriptures are the only field,

Where such a light has shone,

And given us the information penned.
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The threefold personality,

And corresponding roles;

Are patent by the names which they possess.

With wisdom and integrity,

They scrutinise our souls,

That we might share their joy and happiness.

Creation gives the evidence,

Of awesome intellect:

The galaxies we see in outer space.

Thus with a sense of reverence,

And dutiful respect,

We recognize our humble dwelling place.

For time we know is relative,

As either one of three;

The future or the present or the past.

As God’s word is affirmative,

Controlling history,

So time which has a limit cannot last.

The wonder of the Trinity,

As scholars would agree,

Goes far beyond the realm of human thought.

And on throughout eternity,

His glory we shall see,

Regarding every facet He has taught.
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THE TABERNACLE

For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle

by day, and fire was on it by night. 

Exodus 40:38

God designed a meeting tent,

As a holy deed;

For the people rescued by His hand.

Everywhere the people went,

He supplied the need;

Through the forty years in desert land.

Round about the holy tent,

Stood a fence of white,

Showing forth His righteousness within;

And for those with good intent,

Cure for every blight;

Entrance for a sacrifice for sin.

Every person penitent,

Brought along a beast,

For a substitute as under law.

Looking to that sacrament,

And that holy feast,

Which our Lord fulfilled forevermore.

Priests were in attendance there,

Serving in the court;

Given by the sons of Aaron’s line.

Exercising priestly care,

Of a godly sort,

Consecrated for a role benign.
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There within the tented walls,

Shone the holy light;

As the Lord enlightens every man;

When the hour of darkness falls,

Bringing on the night,

He is there as when the world began.

There a table also stood,

With the loaves of bread,

One for every tribe of Israel.

Jesus is the only food,

For the Spirit-led;

Nothing else can keep us fit and well.

Fragrant incense filled the air,

Burnt upon the coals,

On the golden altar near the veil;

Sending up a constant prayer,

As from needy souls,

To the One whose mercies never fail.

And within the holy place,

Set apart from men,

Stood the ark containing holy laws;

Standards for the human race,

We could not attain,

Lest Another meets our common cause.

Covering this golden chest,

With its wooden frame,

There was set the golden mercy seat;

Where His love is manifest,

Ever by His name;

Angels falling prostrate at His feet.
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 All the items God designed,

Signified His Son,

Each portraying aspects of His grace;

In the tent we truly find,

All that He has done;

As when we shall see Him face to face.

SEVEN CRIES

My God, My God, 

why hast Thou forsaken Me? 

Psalm 22:1

The gospels give a clear account

Of our Redeemer’s death:

The words He uttered on the mount,

Before His dying breath.

He prayed as He was being nailed

Upon that lonely tree;

And with His hands and feet impaled,

He made His earnest plea.

Forgive them, Father, so He cried,

They know not what they do;

While malefactors on each side,

Hung on their gibbets too.

Then one spoke out in fearful tone;

Lord, please remember me!

From that time he was not alone

For all eternity.
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 The Lord replied immediately,

With comfort for his cries;

You shall indeed abide with Me

Today in Paradise.

Now certain women stood by there,

With His apostle John;

He placed His mother in his care,

Who took her thereupon.

Then after Jesus offered up

His pure and sinless soul;

He drank that awful dreaded cup

By which He made us whole.

And from His lips there came that plea,

My God, My God, He cried;

O why hast Thou forsaken Me?

The loss He could not hide.

Those last three hours when darkness fell

Upon that judgment scene;

Was when our souls were saved from hell

By One so pure and clean.

His cries did not go up in vain,

Until our Lord was cursed;

And then in deep distress and pain,

He cried again, I thirst.
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And when that perfect sacrifice

Of victory was won;

As nothing else could e’er suffice,

He shouted, It is done.

Into Thy hands...His final prayer;

His spirit was released,

Committed to the Father’s care;

His body now deceased.

But death could not hold down the Lord,

He rose up from the tomb;

His word remains a sharpened sword,

For happiness or doom.

MEMBERS

For the body is not one member, but many. 

1 Corinthians 12:14

As the Church has many members;

Each one with a role;

Christ the Head in love remembers,

All who form the whole.

We receive the Spirit’s unction,

With allotted parts;

Service is our sacred function,

From forgiven hearts.

Ministry is well rewarded,

Offered here in love;

Kept in records duly ordered,

In the realms above.
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BAPTISMS

One Lord, one faith, one baptism. 

Ephesians 4:5

A baptism is such a state,

Uniting two as one;

It may denote a lasting fate,

Or work of God the Son.

Before the Baptist dipped the Jews

Beneath the Jordan’s flow,

They first confessed their godly dues:

The sins which brought them low.

When Moses walked amid the Sea

On ground prepared and dry;

The folk shared his dependency

And therefore did not die.

As God controls the elements,

Made subject to His will;

So Pharaoh’s hostile regiments

Could not perform their kill.

A baptism invisible

By Spirit not by Law;

Leaves that soul indivisible

With Christ for evermore.

The baptism of flaming fire

Prepared for Satan’s horde,

Will consummate the godly ire,

Befitting their reward.
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The baptism our Lord went through

When hanging on the tree;

Secured a life for me and you,

By which He made us free.

The baptism we undergo

By water not by blood;

Exemplifies that mighty blow

Whereby He made us good.

FEASTS

These are the feasts of the LORD. 

Leviticus 23:4

Now a way is consecrated,

Which the Lord initiated,

Making us ambassadors and priests;

Through the blood that dearly bought us,

As the Spirit clearly taught us,

We can see redemption through His feasts.

Passover was instituted,

When a lamb was substituted,

For the people covered by its blood.

Then a feast originated,

For a lifestyle dedicated,

With unleavened bread for daily food.

First Fruits spoke of resurrection;

Speaking of our Lord’s perfection;

As the seed bears fruit when it has died.

Pentecost, the harvest season;

Thankfulness the very reason;

Gathering the grain from countryside.
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 Trumpets calling souls alerted,

With their hearts alive, converted,

Heralding the coming of the King.

Followed by the feast, Atonement,

Spelling out the awesome moment,

For the consummation it will bring.

Then the feast of Tabernacles;

Free at last from Satan’s shackles;

As the King is reigning on the earth.

Feasting with the Lord of glory;

With salvation’s wondrous story;

Praising Him who bought our second birth.

TRIBULATION
For then shall be great tribulation...

And except those days should be shortened,

there should no flesh be saved.

Matthew 24:21,22

The world is full of strife and tribulation;

Affecting every state and every nation;

The fighting and the wars,

Betray a common cause,

Which God regards with holy indignation.

It all began with Satan’s high ambition;

He wanted to obtain the top position;

His self-exalted will,

Is operating still,

Inciting us to murder and sedition.
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As lawlessness continues unabated,

And soul-destroying lies are circulated;

A battle will be fought,

And Satan will be caught,

And punished for the crime he’s perpetrated.
For those who may be entering this era;

The warning from the Lord could not be clearer;

When things are looking grim,

Believe and turn to Him,

For be assured the time is drawing nearer.

REVOLUTION
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,

and He shall lift you up. 

James 4:10

The changes brought about by revolution,

Can undermine a nation’s constitution;

When properties are burned,

And laws are overturned,

It really needs a biblical solution.

A revolution must invade our thinking;

Because our way of life is slowly sinking;

Traditions we had stored,

Have long gone overboard,

And freedoms we enjoyed are daily shrinking.

The reason for our spiritual defection,

Is centred on our secular affection;

The gospel as defined,

Demands a change of mind,

For only Christ can bring a new direction.
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MYSTERIES

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,

even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained

before the world unto our glory.

1 Corinthians 2:7

The Bible speaks of mysteries,

Pertaining to this age;

Of truth the former prophets did not know.

In all the Jewish histories,

We read at any page,

They are not found as all our studies show.

The Kingdom is a treasure hid

From unbelieving folk,

Who have not put their trust in God the Son;

The gospels tell of all He did,

In taking on our yoke,

And bearing all the sins that we have done.

The mystery of lawlessness,

Is working at this hour,

And must continue till the Kingdom dawns.

The evil and the wickedness,

Imbued with Satan’s power;

Will run its course until a chasm yawns.

The mystery called Babylon,

A city that was great,

Is symbolised by vice and harlotry.

Abominations she has done,

Within her evil state,

Will culminate in world apostasy.
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If anyone is mystified,

By what is written here,

Because they love the darkness more than light;

The facts can all be verified,

The Light is drawing near,

And death will be their never ending night.

VISIONS AND DREAMS

Your old men shall dream dreams,

your young men shall see visions. 

Joel 2:28

A vision or a dream,

Authentic or extreme,

Is either just a fantasy or real;

The image it portrays,

Or message it conveys,

Must have a true validity or seal.

The visions that occurred,

To certify the Word,

Were given to the prophets and the kings;

The dreams they had at night,

Supplied the added light,

By which the Lord revealed the hidden things.

The dreams we have today,

Are not the normal way,

Of giving revelation as a guide;

The visions once again,

Will reappear to men,

And dreams will come to many far and wide.
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AUTHORITY

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,

All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.

Matthew 28:18

Authority is coupled with respect;

Dissenters and debaters must be checked;

It has a proper place,

Throughout the human race;

Without it law and order would be wrecked.

It stretches from the east unto the west;

Where every moral issue is addressed;

It is the instrument,

Of all establishment;

Its benefits cannot be over-stressed.

Authority is vested in the Lord;

His word cannot be questioned or ignored;

We each possess a will,

To choose for good or ill;

In Him our faith decisions will be stored.
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THE END OF VANITY

For God shall bring every work

 into judgment, with every secret thing,

 whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

Ecclesiastes 12:14

O vanity of vanities!

The struggle of humanities;

What profit has a man for which

he labours all the day?

A generation passes by;

Another one is soon to die;

The earth abides forever while

the people pass away.

The sun comes up and sets again;

The storms approach, we don’t know when;

The seasons keep rotating 

and the leaves fall on the ground.

The four winds blow continually;

The rivers run into the sea,

And then return again unto

the place where they were found. 

That which has been is yet to be;

There’s nothing new in history;

There is no lasting memory 

of what has gone before.

So man renews his daily task;

The toil and sweat he cannot mask;

He knows that on the morrow
there remains a portion more.
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So what are we to make of this?

Has all our labour gone amiss?

Can there be any meaning 

to this life we have begun?

Fulfilment in our earthly span

Is found in God’s redemptive plan;

For Christ Himself has wrought it

by the work that He has done.
CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

Husbands, love your wives, 

even as Christ also loved the church,

and gave Himself for it.

Ephesians 5:25

Our Father has blessed us;

In love He possessed us,

With spiritual blessings on high.

Before the foundation

Of people or nation,

He destined our home in the sky.

That we should be blameless,

Not guilty nor aimless;

Adopted as sons by the Lord.

In whom is salvation;

For each generation;

In whom we have peace and accord.

His word is a treasure:

His will and good pleasure;

The riches of wisdom and grace.

When times are completed,

And sin is defeated,

His glory shall fill every place. 
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We therefore abiding,

In Jesus confiding,

Are called to walk worthy and true.

Kind-hearted and lowly,

Longsuffering and holy,

That oneness and peace may ensue.

For once we were blameful,

In darkness and shameful;

But now we are children of light.

The night is receding

As watchmen are pleading;

So let us continue the fight.

With no dissipation

Nor drunken libation,

But filled with the Spirit and strong.

With much intercession,

As fits our profession

Of Jesus, to whom we belong. 
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CHRIST IS ALL IN ALL

For it pleased the Father that in Him

should all fulness dwell. 

Colossians 1:19

Since we heard of your faith and your love,

We give thanks to the Father above;

For the hope that is stored

In Christ Jesus our Lord;

As an anchor that nothing can move.

For by Him were created all things;

Whether thrones or the splendour of kings;

All dominion and power,

Which exist every hour,

Only live by the grace that He brings.

He has broken the wall that divides,

By His cross and the peace it provides;

Having once reconciled,

Every sin-tainted child;

Things on earth and in heaven besides.

He is head of the Church, His elect;

Every saint He will truly perfect;

As the Star of the morn,

He will come at the dawn,

With His bride in her garments bedecked.
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A CALL TO GODLINESS

For this is the will of God,

even your sanctification.

1 Thessalonians 4:3

We give thanks to God always for you;

For your faith and your love working through;

For the sure confidence

In the Lord our defence,

Which confirms your election as true.

For our gospel came not just in word,

But in spiritual power it was heard;

And the life we displayed

Was of service conveyed,

And the wealth of your souls we preferred.

And you followed our steps in the Lord,

As the word through affliction you stored;

For your faith has gone out

Like a heralding shout,

Through your region and further abroad.

For our coming was not done in vain,

Though before we had suffered much pain;

For the things we report

Were not wrongfully brought,

But we preached of the Lamb that was slain. 
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Now concerning the times that are due,

You have no need I write unto you;

When they talk about peace

And inventions increase,

Then destruction will quickly break through.

For that day will arrive as a thief,

With tremendous disaster and grief;

You are not in the dark

Where the outlook is stark;

So I write for your balm and relief.

For yourselves are the children of light;

Unlike others who sleep in the night;

Let us join the foray,

Put our daydreams away,

And continue our faith-centred fight.

Do no evil nor harm anyone;

Run the race that is set to be won;

And in all things give thanks;

Standing tall in the ranks,

As the faithful before you have done.

May your spirit and body and soul,

Be complete and be sanctified whole;

And the God of all peace

Who secured our release

Be your stay and your consummate goal. 
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THE HUMBLE AND THE PROUD

...for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace 

to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore

 under the mighty hand of God, 

that He may exalt you in due time.

1 Peter 5:5,6

To the pilgrims throughout the Dispersion,

Who have met with the Lord in conversion;

Though your trials increase,

May He keep you in peace,

And preserve you in any diversion.

Now the baptism signalled by water,

Testifies to a son or a daughter;

Being simply a claim

To have called on His name

In dominions throughout any quarter.

For the stone that the builders rejected,

Is the One whom the Lord has elected;

But a rock of offence

To the natural sense,

And the person who stays unaffected.

For the Lord giveth grace to the humble,

Even though they are weakly and stumble;

But He counters the proud

Who go on with the crowd;

For their vain disposition will crumble.
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If we humble ourselves now before Him;

Having chosen no more to ignore Him;

When the Advent is nigh

He will lift us on high,

And we’ll live with the saints who adore Him.

JUDGMENT IS NEAR

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them

that know not God, and that obey not

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:8

We are bound to give thanks for you all,

For your faith grows exceedingly tall;

For the pain you endure

Is a token for sure

Of your patience in matters not small.

For the Lord will repay in due time

With affliction the workers of crime;

When His wrath is revealed

Over city and field,

Where the lawless continue to climb.

Who obey not the gospel of old;

Though its message has often been told;

When He comes in that Day

In His righteous array,

For our witness among you was bold. 
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Now concerning our gathering at last;

Do not think that its advent has passed;

For that day cannot break

Till the saints are awake,

And the trumpet has sounded its blast.

And we know who restrains until then;

As He limits the evil in men;

For a time of travail

Will consume and prevail,

Until Jesus appears once again.

There is one who seduces the mind

Of the proud, unbelieving and blind;

Who are rightly condemned

Who would never extend

Any love for the Son of mankind.

For the same will believe in the Lie,

Which has grown as the days have gone by;

For delusion will fall

On the great and the small,

Who are bound for the flame when they die.

Now the Lord of all comfort and grace,

Be your anchor and sure dwelling place;

For the advent is near

When the King will appear

With His loved ones He knows face to face. 
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FALSE TEACHERS

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the

latter times some shall depart from the faith,

giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines

of devils. 1 Timothy 4:1

The Spirit says explicitly

That in the latter days,

There will be much duplicity

By men of evil ways.

Who speak lies in hypocrisy;

Forbidding men to wed;

Yet such has no consistency

With what the Lord has said.

As well, demanding abstinence

From certain kinds of food;

Which shows their lack of competence

And legal attitude.

Yet all such food is sanctified

By gratitude and prayer;

For Jesus who is glorified

Allots our daily share.

We therefore in humility

Who have been truly taught,

Should point out the futility

Of things which they purport.
All Scripture is commendable,

And profitable too;

That we might be dependable,

In all we say and do.

Poems of the Lord    page 442

LIFE IN CHRIST

For me to live is Christ,

and to die is gain.

Philippians 1:21

I thank my God in every prayer,

While making my request;

Remembering our joint affair

Of fellowship and rest.

Because I have you in my heart,

While in my prison chains;

For you are sharers in this part

With love that never wanes.

I pray your love may yet abound

In truth for all to see;

Approving things that may be found

Of matchless quality.

However, I would have you know

That my imprisonment,

Has turned into an overflow

Of that which I present.

For many brethren in the Lord

Among those living here,

Are waxing bolder in the word

And preaching without fear. 

But others in self-interest,

Intending for my pain,

Have also made Christ manifest,

And that I count as gain.
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According to my earnest hope,

I shall not be ashamed,

That Christ in all His mighty scope

By me shall be acclaimed.

To live is Christ in whom I dwell,

And death is gain indeed;

For what to choose I cannot tell,

And yet I see a need.

I know that I shall yet remain;

Of this I am assured;

But let your conduct so attain

To all that Christ secured.

Now to our God and Father be

All glory evermore;

And may the Lord our destiny

Make full your treasure store. 

THE ANTI-SEMITIC

And God said unto Balaam...

thou shalt not curse the people:

for they are blessed. 

Numbers 22:12

The anti-Semitic,

Detractor or critic,

The one who despises the Jew;

Inherits a cursing

By what he is nursing:

His dark indefensible view.
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A certain soothsayer

Became a betrayer

While seeking for dishonest gain;

And as he was riding,

He came in for chiding

Because his intentions were vain.

Yet Balaam could never,

Disable nor sever,

The blessings pronounced by the Lord;

His evil pursuing,

Became his undoing,

And later he died by the sword. 

A nation intending

By what they are spending

To damage the Israelite cause,

Will find themselves losing

By what they are choosing

And suffer defeat in the wars.

The world has recorded,

Disasters accorded,

For targeting Abraham’s seed.

It also reminds us

Such enmity blinds us,

So we should be watchful indeed. 

Poems of the Lord    page 445

THIS IS YOUR LIFE

Jesus saith unto him, 

I am the way, the truth, and the life:

no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.

John 14:6

There was a man with neither hope nor vision,

Who knew he had to make a big decision;

The issue that was deep and all embracing,

Concerned the awesome future he was facing;

The Spirit of the Lord had brought conviction,

That judgment was an absolute prediction.

The Bible has a message in its pages,

That has not changed in essence through the ages;

The offering for Abel and his brother,

Was based upon the promise of Another;

If we will put our trust in God’s Anointed,

Our faith will never leave us disappointed.

The message is both simple and far reaching;

But never is it found in mortal teaching;

It goes against our natural reaction;

Yet nothing else can bring us satisfaction;

It covers all the needs of our redemption,

And there is no exclusion or exemption.

For some it has come early in their hearing;

As parents taught the children they were rearing;

For others it occurred in adolescence,

When they had taken in their Bible lessons;

For people who believed when they were older,

The challenge of the truth was never bolder.
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It is a life that carries on forever;

A pilgrimage of love that none can sever;

A life that’s not dependant on our keeping;

And does not slip away if we are sleeping;

The promise of the Saviour should awake us,

That He will never leave us nor forsake us.

The gospel is for you while you are reading;

Remember that your time is fast receding!

You cannot trust that you will see tomorrow;

Today could be your happiness or sorrow;

The message may not bear its glad repeating,

If you reject what Christ is now entreating.

ADORNING SOUND DOCTRINE
...showing all good fidelity; 

that they may adorn the doctrine

 of God our Saviour in all things. 

Titus 2:10

Assemblies lacking order

Within their local border,

Must always be corrected by the Word.

Both Timothy and Titus

Should challenge and incite us,

To follow up the doctrine we have heard.

If any be a pastor,

And faithful to his Master,

He must comply with what the Scriptures say;

The husband of one lady;

Not quarrelsome nor shady;

Not looking for a more attractive pay.
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Consistent in his teaching;

Objective in his preaching;

While holding fast the truth he has been taught.

No brawler nor a drinker;

A level-headed thinker;

Well able to convict the rowdy sort.

Within the congregation,

Whatever their vocation,

Each person can fulfil a vital role.

A helping hand where needed,

Will not go by unheeded,

If Jesus is abiding in the soul.

For by regeneration

The saints are God’s creation;

Created in Christ Jesus for good works.

For so He has decreed them;

Because the means precede them;

And service done devoutly never irks. 
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PENUEL

I will not let Thee go,

except Thou bless me. Genesis 32:26
As Jacob’s personality

Was spelled out by his name,

He would not rate enormously

In any hall of fame.

He started as a younger twin

Who clutched his brother’s heel;

Then later he supplanted him

With just a common meal.

The blessing which he stole away

By lying and deceit,

Did not affect his earthly stay

Till he had met defeat.

When Jacob came to Penuel

As circumstances led,

His name was changed to Israel:

A prince with God, instead.

For when he met the greater Man

Who touched him on his thigh,

His life took on another span

Not seen in days gone by.

We each must face our Penuel

Before this life is through,

Or else we face a lasting hell

Which nothing can undo.
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TIME

So teach us to number our days, that we may

apply our hearts unto wisdom. Psalm 90:12
Hezekiah king of Judah,

Reckoned death a dark intruder,

When the prophet told him he would die.

As he prayed to God with crying

At the thought of shortly dying,

Fifteen years were added for his cry.

Hezekiah sought a token,

Of the word the Lord had spoken,

So the prophet offered him a sign:

Shall the shadow so effected,

By the sunlight rays projected,

Be advanced or turned back from its line?

As the king perused the matter,

He decided on the latter;

So the shadow backed by ten degrees.

Then with foolish inclination,

To a foreign delegation,

He showed them his wealth and treasuries.

So the prophet gave a warning,

That a judgment day was dawning,

When this royal treasure would be gone.

And we know from sacred writing,

That the plunder he was citing,

Would become the spoil of Babylon.
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SERVANTS

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield

yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are

to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,

or of obedience unto righteousness? Romans 6:16

All we as servants are under a code;

Right from the day we are born;

Choices we make like a fork in the road;

Ones we may cherish or mourn.

If we have only the nature of men,

Then we must serve its desire;

But if by faith we have been born again,

There will be service much higher.

Sin brings the wages of sorrow and death;

Bound in the tents we indwell;

As we depart with our last dying breath,

There is a long-lasting hell.

Yet if by faith we have trusted the Lord,

As any person may do;

We are bestowed with a spirit restored;

Blest with discernment anew.

Sin cannot reign in a person renewed;

Quickened by God’s holy word;

Filled with the Spirit its hold is subdued;

Service in truth has occurred.
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LEAVEN

Purge out therefore the old leaven,

that ye may be a new lump. 1 Corinthians 5:7

Leaven in the sacred book,

Corresponds with sin;

Permeating every nook,

Where it enters in.

Leaven of the Sadducees

Puts the human view;

That taught by the Pharisees

Sponsors evil too.

Leaven in the Corinth scene

Brought ungodly strife;

There a man had wrongly been

With his father’s wife.

Leaven in Galatian mode

Took religious forms;

Starting on the freedom road,

Turned to legal norms.

Let us keep the Paschal Feast

With unleavened bread;

For we are as men deceased,

Risen from the dead.
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SALT

Have salt in yourselves, and have

peace one with another. Mark 9:50

Salt within a nation,

Aids its preservation:

Acting as an agent of God’s grace.

Salt opposed to leaven,

Brings a taste of heaven,

Till we meet the Saviour face to face.

Saltiness is biting,

Found in word or writing;

Giving them a qualitative note.

If the salt is lacking,

With its signal backing,

Evidence of Christ could be remote.
Lamps not burning brightly,

Might appear unsightly,

If they are not trimmed with proper care.

So our lives should savour,

Of a godly flavour,

With a love that reaches everywhere.
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WISDOM

But wisdom is justified of her children.

Matthew 11:19

Human viewpoint leads to death,

While we have a single breath;

Still a futile exercise,

For it cannot make us wise.

Wisdom that is firm and sure,

Dwells within the meek and pure;

Purer not by human good,

But made clean by sacred blood.

Man’s acquired philosophy,

Can be likened to a tree;

Having but a shallow root,

With no everlasting fruit.

If we would indeed be wise,

We must lift our earthbound eyes;

Look to Jesus and His cross;

Counting all our pride but loss.
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MORALITY

But we are all as an unclean thing,

and all our righteousnesses

are as filthy rags. Isaiah 64:6

Morality has been designed

To hold a rightful place;

It cannot therefore be confined

To any creed or race.

Morality has due respect

And yet it has no power;

It cannot stop the sin effect

Which dogs us every hour.

The source of our morality

Comes either from the soul;

Or from that new mentality

Where Jesus makes us whole.
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IMPUTATION

For we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham 

for righteousness. Romans 4:9

Imputation takes account

Of our common debt;

What took place upon the mount,

We should not forget.

Jesus Christ was stricken, cursed,

Hanging on the tree;

Tortured by the sin and thirst,

Where He made us free.

God imputes His righteousness

On to every soul;

Who confess their helplessness

With no lasting goal.

We are reckoned right and just

By one act of grace;

Having put our total trust

In our Lord’s embrace.
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DEATH

And you hath He quickened, who were dead 

in trespasses and sins. Ephesians 2:1

Death is a subject we shun and avoid,

Yet we could see it as something enjoyed;

Day after day its arrival draws near,

Forming the gateway to glory or fear.

Death is described in particular ways;

Not just the end of our portion of days;

Once we depart from this temporal tent,

There will be gladness or lasting torment.

Spiritual death into which we are born,

Carries a darkness we hopelessly mourn;

Only the gospel can rescue our plight

Gaining our entrance to glorious light.

RECONCILIATION

...God, who hath reconciled us to Himself

by Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:18
Reconciliation is a barrier removed;

With a sure foundation that can never be improved;

Sin has been the barrier excluding us from Light;

Christ became its carrier and bore away the blight.

In propitiation our Creator is appeased;

Christ’s humiliation brought the verdict of well-pleased;

Every sin committed has been judged upon the Tree;

Nothing was omitted in this mighty victory.

By His resurrection death was conquered evermore;

Giving full protection from a second one in store;

When the consummation of the ages is complete,

Every tribe and nation will do homage at His feet.
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GLORY

O LORD, our Lord, how excellent 

is Thy name in all the earth! Psalm 8:1
Almighty God, how laudable,

Is Your eternal name!

In every place recordable,

Forevermore the same.

For You have set Your eminence,

So far above the skies;

The stars in their magnificence,

Shine forth like watching eyes.

Out from the mouths of little folk,

You have perfected praise;

That You may silence every yoke,

Imposed upon Your ways.

When I consider all the host;

The stars which You have made;

What then is man’s allotted post,

In every role displayed?

You made him lord of land and sea;

Of birds and fish and beast;

You gave him all-sufficiency,

With grace that never ceased.

Almighty God, how laudable,

Is Your eternal name!

By every means accordable,

Your glory meets acclaim.

Poems of the Lord    page 458

WALKING

For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous:

but the way of the ungodly shall perish. Psalm 1:6

Blest is the man who does not walk

Where counsel is unjust;

And neither shares in sinful talk

Where men indulge in lust.

Blest is the man who does not stay

Where scoffers hold the floor;

But rather seeks the better way

Found only in God’s law.

He shall be like a fruitful tree,

Established by the streams;

With roots that draw their energy

From irrigated seams.

His life will see prosperity,

Regardless of the clime;

And right through its entirety,

Will meet with grace sublime.

Ungodly men are like the chaff

The wind has blown away;

Who have not leaned on Jesus’ staff

Throughout their earthly stay.

Ungodly sinners shall not stand

Among the justified;

But go to their unchartered land,

Dishonoured and decried.
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PRAYER

Pray without ceasing.

1 Thessalonians 5:17

The object of prayer

Is the One who is there:

The Father who sits on the throne.

While there at His side

Is the Saviour who died,

Who now intercedes for His own.

The entrance declared

For a prayer to be heard,

Is that we believe in His Son.

Repentance for sin,

And the state we are in,

And every transgression we’ve done.

We ask and receive

When we truly believe,

In that which accords with His will.

He does not bestow

On His creatures below,

Such things as would further our ill.

The thoughts we convey

In the prayers that we say,

Are bound in the state of our hearts.

Confession of sin

Is the place we begin,

And then we can ply other parts.
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Thanksgiving is meet

For the food that we eat,

And treasures of greater account.

Petitions for some

Who have been overcome,

With problems they cannot surmount.

We pray for our needs

As His providence leads,

With guidance He gives on the way.

We need not turn back

At the frontal attack,

For He is our Lord and our stay.

THORNS

Instead of the thorn shall 

come up the fir tree. Isaiah 55:13

Thorns are reminders of cursing and sin;

When in the Garden they first entered in;

They will be gone when the kingdom appears;

Gone with the curse which has dogged us for years.

Thorns can invade any garden or lawn;

As in a life that is broken and torn;

Jesus has taken our curse far away;

Turning our night into glorious day.

Thorns can be seen as a barb in the side;

Pain which may linger or later subside;

Jesus wore thorns with the curse He was crowned;

Now He’s enthroned as the Victor renowned.
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EMMAUS 

Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by

the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures? Luke 24:32

A couple walked along a road,

With fears that so dismayed them;

Their speech was of a sombre mode,

With thoughts that overweighed them.

As they conversed and reasoned so,

In their sad conversation;

They rued about the bitter blow,

Inflicted on their nation.

The Lord Himself drew near just then,

And walked along beside them;

He knew the things that troubled men;

Of fears that so betide them.

He said to them, What talk is this,

You share with one another?

He knew their notions were amiss,

As they would soon discover.

Their eyes were kept from knowing Him;

And so they estimated,

He must be on the outer rim

Of news so ventilated.

So one whose name was Cleopas,

Began with such a question;

Do You not know what’s come to pass?

For such was His suggestion.
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What are these recent happenings?

The Lord in turn retorted;

And so they told Him of the things

Now commonly reported.

A Prophet come from Nazareth,

With mighty deeds attested;

Has been condemned and put to death,

As so our priests requested.

But we were hoping it was He,

Who would redeem our nation;

And consequently make us free

From Roman domination.

And certain women of our care,

Were at the grave site duly,

Yet did not find His body there,

But saw a vision truly.

He was alive: so they were told

By angels who had been there;

Then certain members of our fold,

Confirmed what they had seen there.

Then Jesus said, O fools and slow

Of heart in Bible story!

Should not the Christ have suffered so,

And enter into glory?

Poems of the Lord    page 463

Beginning first at Genesis,

He vividly related,

His role in all the prophecies,

And what the Scriptures stated.

As they drew near to their abode,

He would continue clearly;

Proceeding further on the road,

But they constrained Him dearly.

Abide with us for it is late!

He came as they invited;

And when they served the supper plate,

The blessing was recited.

Their eyes were opened with the light;

They recognised His manner;

But Jesus vanished from their sight,

Yet now they saw His banner.

They said to one another, Say!

Were not our hearts a-burning,

As He was talking on the way,

Of things that we were learning?

They went back to Jerusalem,

And met with the eleven;

Declaring things revealed to them

By Jesus, Lord of heaven. 
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PERFECTION

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,

God hath shined. Psalm 50:2

Earth and sea and sky so vast;

Manifest their perfect cast;

Now as in the distant past;

As the Lord has made them.

Creatures dwelling on the earth,

By the Lord who gave them birth,

Shall proclaim His highest worth;

Doing as He bade them.

Sin and death shall not prevail;

Nor shall resurrection fail;

Hell shall be the devil’s jail;

Time has just delayed them.

God so loved us through His Son;

All salvation’s work is done;

All the glories He has won;

Let us not evade them.

He has set His holy laws;

With a just and righteous cause;

Christ was perfect without flaws;

He alone obeyed them.

Songs of praise shall ring abroad;

Hearts and minds with one accord;

Praising our incarnate Lord;

As He well portrayed them.
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PEACE

My peace I give unto you:

not as the world giveth...John 14:27

Peace on earth will surely reign,

When the Saviour comes again;

Till that day has had its dawn,

Strife will rule as nations mourn.

Peace with God comes on a soul,

When the Saviour makes him whole;

What was enmity before,

Now becomes an open door.

Peace of God is such a sphere,

When our souls are pure and clear;

Fellowship both true and sweet:

Eager hearts and ready feet.
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TRENDS

And they shall turn away their ears 

from the truth. 2 Timothy 4:4

Today we are seeing a trend

Of violence and crime without end;

A breakdown of law

As never before;

A climate we cannot defend.
For now in these lattermost days,

Behaviour has reached a new phase;

The misuse of drugs

By pushers and thugs,

Grows darker the longer it stays.

We all have a part in this scene;

For no one is perfectly clean;

The overall cure

Is lasting and sure,

If we are receptive and keen.

There’s nothing that humans can do,

To get themselves out of this stew;

The work has been done

By Jesus the Son:

Salvation for me and for you.
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REVIVAL

...when thou art converted, 

strengthen thy brethren.

Luke 22:32

A present day revival,

Could further our survival;

The Church has had such turning points before.

The grace of God’s election

Demands our introspection

As we approach that last immortal shore.

When Jacob was returning

From where he’d been sojourning,

His household put away their teraphim.

Because the Lord is holy,

He must be worshipped solely,

For no one reigns on high apart from Him.

Revival time for sinners,

Is when it starts within us,

Our conscience and the Word must be in tune.

The news will be explicit,

And not a soul will miss it,

That Christ is Lord and He is coming soon.
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DOORS

Then said Jesus unto them...I am the door: by Me

if any man enter in, he shall be saved. John 10:7,9

A door of salvation

That all may go through,

Is God’s invitation

For me and for you.

A doorway before us,

And always ajar,

Is now waiting for us

To pray where we are.

The door of the Rapture

Enhances our hope;

Our minds cannot capture

Its glory and scope.

A door of correction

Awaits every son,

Who lives with defection,

Or things left undone.

A doorway of healing

Avails for the soul;

Like bells that are pealing

With welcoming toll.

The Lord is proposing;

How shall we reply?

The doorway is closing;

We answer or die.
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SIGNS

...what shall be the sign of Thy coming,

and of the end of the world? Matthew 24:3

The times of the Gentiles are running their course;

We learn of this truth from a Biblical source;

A long dispensation will come to its close,

When Jesus Himself has defeated His foes.

The first Gentile empire was that of Chaldea;

When Nebuchadnezzar held thousands in fear;

We see him portrayed as the head of fine gold

Surmounting the image as Daniel was told.

The next worldwide empire was Persian and Mede;

Then followed a Grecian who conquered with speed;

The fourth could be seen as an ironclad fist,

Exerting a force which no one could resist.

The Romans were ruling in 70 AD,

When Jews were dispersed by prophetic decree;

Yet on their return at a critical time,

This nation will reach its predictable prime.

Before this great movement can get under way,

The Church must depart on its ultimate day;

Though scorners will scorn it and mockers will mock,

The world will encounter a sizeable shock.

The Rapture could happen right now as we speak;

It could be in minutes or maybe a week;

Regardless of when this event may occur,

Its advent draws nearer as Scriptures infer.
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So when the Restrainer has gone from the earth,

The devil will hustle for all he is worth;

A man will emerge on this darkening scene,

With blasphemous boasting innately obscene.
However, his time will be quickly cut short:

A span predetermined, for so we are taught;

When Antichrist loses his earthly domain,

The Lord will begin His imperial reign.

MUSIC

I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever:

with my mouth will I make known Thy

faithfulness to all generations. Psalm 89:1

Music gives out a melodious sound;

Forming a mood that is light or profound;

Music refreshes and drives away ill;

Soothing the spirit, relaxing and still.

Music was there with the stars at the dawn;

Angels sang out when creation was born;

Saints are repeating their joyful refrain;

Loud alleluias again and again.

Volumes of music from myriads of throats;

Shall be resounding with glorious notes;

Angels and men singing praises as one,

Praising the Father through Jesus the Son.
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HEIRS

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. Luke 12:32

Thy kingdom come,

Is the hope of our prayers;

Just as the Saviour has taught us.

Calling us home

As co-rulers and heirs;

Washed in the blood that has bought us.

This mortal stay

Is probation for all;

One we should welcome and cherish.

Time slips away

With its Calvary call;

Either we grasp it or perish.

Heaven is home

For immortalised men;

Those who have trusted the Master;

Lost from the womb,

Yet by grace born again;

Rescued from sin and disaster.

Poems of the Lord    page 472

DRY BONES

O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.

Ezekiel 37:4

The Lord brought me out 

To a valley of bones,

And caused me to pass all around them.

The bones lay about 

In the dust and the stones;

Exceedingly dry as I found them.

He said, Son of man,

Can these bones come alive?

I answered and said, Lord, Thou knowest.

He told me His plan

For these dry bones to thrive;

From uppermost bone to the lowest.

Moreover He said,

You shall say to these bones,

Dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah!

I listened with dread

To His wonderful tones;

Enthralled by the words that came over.

Dry bones you shall know

With the breath that I give,

And flesh that shall clothe you with sinew;

I’ve caused you to grow,

And be upright and live,

Because of My Spirit within you.
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Now as I looked on,

There was noise all around;

And bone came to bone with a rattle.

The dryness was gone,

Newborn life did abound;

An army prepared as for battle.

Then further He said,

What you see with your eye,

These bones are My very own nation;

They say we are dead

For our bones are so dry,

And we are in such desolation.

Now say unto them,

O My people! Give ear!

Your graves I will yet open surely;

To Jerusalem

Will I bring you with cheer;

And there you shall dwell most securely.
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THE PATH TO GLORY

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets,

He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures

the things concerning Himself.  Luke 24:27

In The Beginning

Let’s walk through the Bible together,

And follow the path where it leads;

For refuge in turbulent weather,

And wisdom for everyday needs.

Let’s meet with the God of creation,

Who made everything by His Word;

Who called for the sun’s radiation,

And formed every mammal and bird.

Let’s go on our journey in wonder,

Beholding the scenes of delight;

The lightning that heralds the thunder;

The rainbow with colours so bright.

Let’s go back in time through the ages,

Before man was given his breath;

Where Scripture records in its pages

The roots of discordance and death.

When Lucifer, son of the morning,

Succumbed to ambition and pride;

And evil was seen at its dawning,

Through which many thousands have died.

Paradise Lost
Consider the setting before us;

The earth with its bountiful trees;

The beautiful hues with their auras;

And everything fashioned to please.
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The husband and wife He created

In Eden with pleasures replete;

The limits so clearly dictated:

The fruit He forbade them to eat.

So now must the couple make choices

Within their appointed abode;

For soon there would be other voices

To lure them away from the road.

Along came an elegant creature,

Disarmingly subtle and sly;

He knew that significant feature

By which they could stumble and die.

He questioned the word God had stated;

Asserting it was not the case;

Thus Eve had her ego inflated,

Which led to the fall of the race.

She ate of the fruit tree forbidden,

And gave to her husband who ate;

Their guiltiness could not be hidden;

It brought in a ruinous state.

They knew they were naked completely;

Their mantle of splendour had gone;

The fig leaves they fitted discreetly,

Could not hide the wrong they had done.

The couple were hastily banished;

The Garden was barred at the east;

Their noble distinction had vanished;

Their life of enjoyment had ceased.
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To add to their fateful decision,

In Eden’s inaugural school,

There followed a global transition:

The Devil exacted the rule.

Amid their lamentable darkness,

A promise was given that day;

Though sin would remain with its starkness,

A Saviour would bear it away.

The coats made of skin He provided,

To cover their sin and their shame,

Foreshadowed a day long decided,

When Jesus would carry the blame.

Evil Spreads
The image that God had invested

In man for his privileged role;

Was so much the less manifested,

Because of the trend of his soul.

The sons who were born, Cain and Abel,

Chose different paths for their life;

Yet Cain was profane and unstable,

And murdered his kin with a knife.

And having no place for repentance,

It boded a future so dark;

He heard God’s inflexible sentence,

And had placed upon him a mark.
His brother had been well regarded,

Because of the offering he brought;

While Cain had in essence discarded

The truth that was visibly taught.
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The world population exploded,

While evil continued to grow;

God’s image was almost eroded,

With morals exceedingly low.

The Lord warned the people through preaching;

The ark bearing out His appeal;

The ultimate day they were reaching,

Would prove that His warning was real.

With only one person remaining,

Who found God’s unmerited grace,

There would be no further refraining

From starting a newly formed race.

The Flood came as Noah predicted,

And swept all the evil away;

For men had become so addicted,

It must not, nor ever, hold sway.

A New Beginning

The earth was again populated;

The people had cities so grand;

Ambitions were soon elevated;

They thought they could do as they planned.

For Nimrod, a hunter by nature,

Was building a height on the plain;

He thought it would further his stature,

But God knew his motives were vain. 

The builders were thwarted and scattered;

The project was put out of reach;

Their lofty ambitions were shattered,

For God had confounded their speech.
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The nations which thereby resulted,

Established themselves far and wide;

Yet still with their gods they consulted,

Which neither could counsel nor guide.

A Chosen People
Among these idolatrous nations,

God spoke to a resident there;

He told him to leave his relations,

And make his departure from Ur.

So Abraham went as directed,

And set up his tent in the Land;

For he and his line were selected

To further the Seed that was planned.
A nation was born in affliction,

And given God’s Law on the mount;

A charter without contradiction,

Made clear in its holy account.

The sovereign tribe would be Judah,

As Jacob had formerly known;

There have been attempts to exclude her,

Since David ascended the throne.

A covenant-keeping adherence

Would mark out their worship from all;

And if there was such perseverance,

Their standing with God would be tall.

When centuries later they faded,

Resorting to idols again;

Their spiritual life became jaded,

And rendered them captives of men.
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Messiah Comes

At last the event long awaited;

The promise of God never fails;

The birthplace had been designated;

The shepherds were out in the dales.

A virgin gave birth to Messiah;

For such had the prophet foretold;

He came with a fervent desire

To gather His sheep in the fold.

His mission was flatly rejected;

His kingdom was not as they thought;

He was not the King they expected,

In spite of the lessons He taught.

And yet were the Scriptures completed;

The Saviour was true to His Word;

Though sin had been soundly defeated,

His kingdom on earth was deferred.

His death marked the end of an era;

Salvation from sin is complete;

The light of the gospel is clearer;

And He is the Judge we shall meet.

The fact of His great resurrection,

Conclusively settled His word;

It seals our belief and protection,

Confirming the truth we have heard.

A Bride Is Prepared
Today we await His appearing;

A passage of two thousand years;

To whom He is ever endearing,

His advent will quell any fears.
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His body, the Church He is making,

Will be His celestial bride;

It has a divine undertaking,

To witness as well as abide.

Its members are called to be holy,

Reflecting the Saviour on high;

Who came as a Carpenter lowly,

To offer His life and to die.

The Time of Great Trouble

And so when the Church has been taken

To heaven with all its delight,

The nation He has not forsaken

Will enter its prophesied night.

The time of the Great Tribulation

Will come with its season of woe;

Upon every country and station;

On hilltops and valleys below.

The time that is called Jacob’s Trouble

Will sift out the wheat from the tares;

The cities will turn into rubble,

And catch many folk unawares.

Amid the refining and trials;

Through seven unspeakable years;

The angels will pour out their vials,

Before the Lord’s kingdom appears. 

For nation will rise against nation,

And love will decline and grow cold;

Yet all who call out for salvation

Will live as the Lord has foretold.
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For those who remain at its closure

When all the convulsions are through,

There will be an open disclosure

Of things that will quickly ensue.

The King of Glory

There will be a great visitation

Of glory and light in the sky,

As Jesus returns to His nation

To set up His kingdom from high.

The people from every location

Will hear their impending estate;

For some it will be condemnation,

For others a heritage great.

The issue has never been altered;

The pathway has always been true;

If any have stumbled or faltered,

It’s what they have chosen to do.

Whatever the clime or the season,

Should there be dishonour or fame,

We must give an answer or reason

For not having trusted His Name.

As Jesus has stated so clearly,

A truth that betokens His love,

And having redeemed us so dearly,

We need to be born from above.

His kingdom is for the believer;

The soul who admits he was lost;

Once bound by the artful Deceiver,

But now become free at great cost.
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The cost of our freedom and station,

Was paid by the blood of the Cross;

It brings everlasting salvation,

Or seals our perpetual loss.

For All Eternity
Our journey is nearing its finish,

As day follows day in the year;

Our hopes either rise or diminish;

Our thoughts turn to glory or fear.

What started way back in the Garden,

When Adam committed the crime,

Has been reconciled by a pardon,

Extending beyond mortal time.

The Lord has another creation,

For those with the right of access;

For others, a dark destination,

Too ghastly for words to express.

The Scriptures are telling the story;

Whatever I write must agree;

The path follows Jesus to glory:

The home of the ransomed and free.

Poems of the Lord    page 483


 

