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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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ETERNAL SECURITY – A FAIR AND BALANCED VIEW FOR AND AGAINST

The Security of Salvation. 

Does the Bible present a whole (unconditional and permanent) salvation, or does it offer a conditional and temporary salvation?

A. The problems of eternal security. 

Dr. John F. Walvoord writes:

“While most believers in Christ accept the doctrine that they can have assurance of salvation at any given moment in their experience, the question is often raised, “Can a person once saved become lost again?” 

Since the fear of losing salvation could seriously affect a believer’s peace of mind, and because his future is so vital, this question is a most important aspect of the doctrine of salvation.

The claim that one who is once saved may be lost again is based on certain Biblical passages which seem to raise questions concerning the continuance of salvation. 

In the history of the church, there have been opposing systems of interpretation known as Calvinism, in support of eternal security, and Arminianism, in opposition to eternal security (each named after its foremost apologist, John Calvin or Jacob Arminius).” (Major Bible Themes, p. 220)

Those holding the Arminian position confidently assure us that their view is amply supported by some 100 Biblical passages. 

It will prove helpful to all at this point to examine the more important of these verses. 

They can be arranged under the following topical headings:

1. These passages deal with false teachers: 

Matthew 7:15-23; 24:11, 24; 2nd Corinthians 11:13-15; 1st Timothy 4:1; 2nd Peter 2:1-22; 3:16, 17; 1st John 2:19; 2nd John 1:7; Jude 1:4, 10-16; Revelation 22:18, 19.

The men described in the above verses are apostates. 

An apostate is one who has received light but not eternal life. 

He knows something of the Word of God, but nothing about the God of the Word. 

He then refuses to give even mental assent to the great truths of the Bible. 

His description and deeds are as follows:-

a)  He is a grievous and ravening wolf dressed in sheep’s clothing. (Mt. 7:15; Acts 20:29).

b)  He hates real sheep. (Acts 20:29).

c)  He will deceive many through great signs and wonders. 

(Mt. 24:11, 24).

d)  He is a perverse empire-builder. (Acts 20:30).

e)  He is divisive and materialistic. (Rom. 16:17, 18).

f)  He gives impressive speeches, using flowery language. 

(Rom. 16:18).

g)  He deceives by allowing Satan to disguise him as an angel of light, rather than a demon of darkness. (2nd Cor. 11:13, 15).

h)  His nature and message are demon-controlled. (1st Tim. 4:1-3).

i)  He perverts the doctrine of the Son of God. (2nd Pet. 2:1; 2nd Jn. 1:7; Jude 4).

j)  He perverts the doctrine of the Word of God. (2nd Pet. 3:16; Rev. 22:18, 19).

k)  He perverts the doctrine of the grace of God. (Jude 4).

l)  He can be (eventually) identified by his fruits. (Mt. 7:16-20; Jas. 3:11, 12; 1st Jn. 2:19).

2. These passages deal with the act of conversion 

     itself: 

Matthew 10:32-33; John 8:51; 1st Corinthians 15:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 13:5; Colossians 1:23; Hebrews 2:1-4; 12:25, 29; James 2:14-26; 1st John 3:6, 8, 9; 5:18; 2nd John 1:9.

Note a few of these passages:

a) “Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death” (John 8:51). 

Just what “saying” (teaching, commandment) is Jesus referring to here? 

In a previous conversation (Jn. 6:28) a crowd had asked him: “What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?” 

Our Lord answered: “This is the work of God, that ye believe on him [Christ] whom he [the Father] hath sent” (John 6:29).

b) “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain” 

(1st Cor. 15:1-2).

The key phrase here is “unless ye have believed in vain.” 

What does this mean? 

Paul explains it in 15:12. 

There were apparently in Corinth some professing believers who denied the resurrection of Christ. 

The apostle thus says they were not saved in the first place and their faith was in vain since it is impossible for a denier of Christ’s resurrection to experience the new birth.

The little word “if” in 15:2 has also bothered some. 

But here in the Greek New Testament it is in the first-class condition and should be rendered “since.” 

This is also true concerning the “if” in Colossians 1:23.

c) Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin: for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1st John 3:9).

Greek scholar Kenneth Wuest writes:

“The infinitive in the present tense in Greek always speaks of continuous, habitual action, never the mere fact of the action.…the translation therefore is, ‘He is not able to habitually sin.’ 

The Greek text here holds no warrant for the erroneous teaching of sinless perfection.” (In the Last Days, p. 150)

The same Greek construction also holds true for 1st John 3:6; 5:18.

d) “But whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 10:32, 33).

At the beginning of this chapter Jesus is instructing his apostles before sending them out to preach for the first time. 

In the above-quoted verses he reminds them of the seriousness of their task. They are to warn their hearers that to personally reject the Messiah here on earth would someday mean his rejection of them in heaven.

3. These passages deal with Christian rewards: 

1st Corinthians 3:11-15; 2nd Corinthians 5:9, 10; Galatians 6:9; Colossians 3:24, 25; 2nd Timothy 2:12; James 1:12; 2nd John 1:8; Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21.

a. “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us” (2nd Tim. 2:12). 

The “deny” here can be tied into 1st Corinthians 3:15: “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

Thus the denial here is that of rewards.

b) “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons” (Col. 3:24, 25).

4. These passages deal with missing God’s best: 

1st Corinthians 9:27; 10:5; Hebrews 3:11-19; 4:1-16; 12:14, 15.

a. “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway” (1st Cor. 9:27). 

The word “castaway” here is “adokimos”, which means “disapproved.” 

Paul was not in the least concerned about his salvation from God (2nd Tim. 1:12), but he was very concerned about his service for God. 

He did not want to be set on a spiritual shelf somewhere.

b) “But with many of them God was ‘not well pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilderness” (1st Cor. 10:5). 

Also, “So I swore in my wrath, they shall not enter into my rest” (Heb. 3:11).

These verses review the tragic Old Testament account of Israel’s unbelief at Kadesh-barnea in Numbers 14, where they refused to enter Palestine. 

Because of this, God would not allow anyone over twenty  (Joshua and Caleb excepted) to enter. 

Even Moses (because of a later sin) was refused passage. 

However, all this had nothing whatever to do with spiritual damnation, but rather with physical destruction. 

It simply (and sadly) meant that most of that generation would never get out of the hot desert into a land flowing with milk and honey. 

In the Psalms we are told of God’s reaction to Israel’s terrible sin in the wilderness. Note:

“For their heart was not right with him, neither were they stedfast in his covenant. But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath” (Ps. 78:37, 38).

“Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry” (Ps. 106:43, 44).

Moses’ eventual salvation certainly cannot be questioned even though he was not allowed to enter the land. However, he is mentioned in the New Testament (Mt. 17:1-4).

The point of all the above is simply this: the author of Hebrews uses this historical example to exhort believers to press on in their Christian lives and enter into God’s perfect will.

“Let us therefore, fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.…Let us labor, therefore, to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same manner of unbelief” (Heb. 4:1, 11).

5. These passages deal with God’s discipline:

a. “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith; for whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23).

b. “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body” (1st Cor. 11:29).

c. “Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith” 

(1st Tim. 5:12).

The problem word found in each of these three verses is the word “damnation.” 

In each case the Greek word could be better rendered by the word “judgment.” 

In the first passage Paul refers to a believer eating certain foods he was not sure God wanted him to eat. 

In the second passage the apostle speaks of believers partaking of the Lord’s table with known sin in their lives. 

In the third passage he describes young believing widows who had displayed a worldly attitude toward sex and marriage. 

While none of these parties involved faced damnation, they all would, however, be judged by God. 

Peter summarizes all this and uses the same Greek word.

“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (1st Pet. 4:17; see also Heb. 12:5-11).

6. These passages deal with fruit-bearing, testimony, and Christian maturity: 

Matthew 5:13; John 8:31; 15:1-6; Acts 13:43; 14:22; James 1:26; 2nd Peter 1:9-11; 1st John 2:24.

a. “As he spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:30-32). 

Our Lord would later amplify this statement: “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (Jn. 10:10). 

While all Christians have life, only fruit-bearing Christians enjoy abundant life.

b. “If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned” (John 15:6). 

We note that it is men here who gather these fruitless branches and burn them, and not God. 

A similar example is given by Christ during the Sermon on the Mount.

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and to be trodden under foot of men” (Mt. 5:13).

These verses thus describe useless testimony before men, and not lost salvation before God.

7. These passages deal with a believer being influenced by false doctrines: 

2nd Corinthians 11:2-4; Galatians 5:4; Colossians 2:4, 8, 18; 1st Thessalonians 3:5; 1st Timothy 1:6, 19, 20; 6:20, 21; 2nd Timothy 2:18, 26.

One of the reasons a Christian is to mature in the faith is:

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait to deceive” 

(Eph. 4:14).

Here Paul sadly admits it is tragically possible for a true believer to become entangled with false doctrine.

a. The false doctrine of legalism.

“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4).

This verse is probably the favourite proof-text of Arminian theology, especially the phrase “ye are fallen from grace.” 

But it must be asked just what had caused them to fall? 

It was a frantic (and fruitless) effort to fulfil the Mosaic law. 

Does this then mean that a Christian who does his very best to perform good works will lose his salvation? 

It certainly does not! 

Paul faults the Galatians not because of their evil against the law, but because of their effort to keep the law. 

Thus, to fall from grace is the act of allowing the legalism of law to prevent one from enjoying the full liberty of love. 

It is possible that both Peter (Gal. 2:11-14) and James (Acts 21:18-26) “fell from grace” for awhile over this matter. (See also 1st Tim. 1:6, 7.)

b. The false doctrine of worldly wisdom and philosophy.

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Col. 2:8; see also 1st Tim. 6:20, 21).

c. The false doctrine of angel worship (Col. 2:18).

d. The false doctrine of a past resurrection theory (see 1 Tim. 1:19, 20; 2 Tim. 2:18).

Let’s now settle this matter once and for all by clearly outlining below clear proof from the Scriptures that a truly born again believer is forever saved and cannot ever do anything to lose this precious salvation.

The Proofs of Eternal Security

Now what are the proofs of this precious Biblical doctrine? 

Does the Bible indeed teach once saved always saved? 

It surely does.!!! 

In fact, the work of the entire Trinity guarantees it.

1.
The work of the Father:

a.
Because of his plan and programme (Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 

       1:3-11; 2:7). Note the features of this plan.

(1)
To predestinate all those he foreknew to be conformed 

        to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29).

(2)
To accept all those IN Christ (Eph. 1:6; Col. 3:3). 

        This means that the believer has as much right to be in 

        heaven as Christ does, for he is IN Christ.

(3)
To call, justify, and glorify all those accepted IN Christ 

        (Rom. 8:30). 

Note especially the last phrase of this verse, “them he also glorified.” 

Glorification, of course, will not take place until the rapture (1st Cor. 15:51-54). 

But here in Romans 8:30 Paul puts the word in the past tense. 

In other words, in God’s sight the believer is already  glorified in heaven with Christ. 

This is the strongest verse in the Bible on eternal security.

(4)
To gather them all in Christ in the fullness of time 

        (Eph. 1:10).

(5)
To display those He has gathered in Christ as trophies 

        of His grace throughout eternity (Eph. 2:7).

b.
Because of His power (Jn. 10:29; Rom. 4:21; 8:31-39; 

       14:4; 1st Cor. 1:8, 9; Eph. 3:20; Phil. 1:6; 2nd Tim. 1:12; 4:18; 

       Heb. 7:25; 1st Pet. 1:5; Jude 24).

c.
Because of His love (Rom. 5:7-11; 8:31-33).

d.
Because of his faithfulness in chastening His own. 

       (Heb. 12:1-11).

2.
The work of the Son:

a.
Because of His promises (Jn. 5:24; 6:37; 10:27, 28).

b.
Because of His prayer (Jn. 17:9-12, 15, 20).

c.
Because of His death (Isaiah 53:5, 11; Mt. 26:28; Jn.    

       19:30).

Here the law of double jeopardy is seen. 

This law states that a man cannot be tried or punished twice for the same crime. 

Through His death Christ was punished for my sin. 

By accepting him as Saviour I agreed to allow Him to pay my sin debt. 

But if I must eventually pay for my own sin in hell (because I fell from grace prior to death) then the righteous Judge of the universe becomes guilty of breaking the law of double jeopardy.

d.
Because of His resurrection (Rom. 6:3-10; Col. 2:12-15).

e.
Because of His present ministry.

(1)
His work as our Advocate in heaven assures our   

        eternal security. (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 9:24; 1 Jn. 2:1).

(2)
His work as our intercessor in heaven assures our   

        eternal security (Jn. 17:1-26; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:23-25).

Dr. John Walvoord writes:

“The present ministry of Christ in glory has to do with the eternal security of those on earth who are saved. 

Christ both intercedes and serves as our advocate. 

As intercessor, He has in view the weakness, ignorance, and immaturity of the believer—things concerning which there is no guilt. 

In this ministry Christ not only prays for His own who are in the world and at every point of their need (Lk. 22:31, 32; Jn. 17:9, 15, 20; Rom. 8:34), but on the grounds of His own sufficiency in His unchanging priesthood, He guarantees that they will be kept saved forever. (Jn. 14:19; Rom. 5:10; Heb. 7:25).” (Major Bible Themes, p. 226)

The summary statement of all the above is Romans 5:10: “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” 

The glorious truth Paul is literally shouting about here is this:-

Jesus Christ died to get me saved, but He now lives to keep me saved.!! 

This is why Christ is said in Hebrews 5:9 to be the author of eternal  salvation.  (How long is “eternal”?)

3.
The work of the Holy Spirit:

a.
He regenerates the believer (Jn. 3:3-7; Titus 3:5; Jas. 

       1:18; 1st Pet. 1:23). 

This means the Christian has a new nature that wants to do the things of God.

b.
He baptizes the believer permanently into the body of 

       Christ (Rom. 6:3, 4; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:4, 5; Col. 

       2:12). 

The believer thus becomes “bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh.”

c.
He permanently indwells the believer (Jn. 7:37-39; 

       14:16; Rom. 8:9; 1st Cor. 2:12; 3:16; 6:19; 1st Jn. 3:24). 

Note especially John 14:16-:

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever.”

d.
He permanently seals the believer (2nd Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 

       1:13, 14; 4:30). 

It has already been noted that Romans 8:30 is probably the strongest verse in the Bible concerning eternal security. 

The second strongest would doubtless be Ephesians 4:30:

“And do not grieve [literally, stop grieving] the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

What is this “day of redemption”? 

According to Romans 8:23 it is a reference to the “rapture”.  (The time when Jesus Christ shall personally come and collect all living believers on earth and escort them to Heaven)

In other words, the child of God is permanently sealed by the Spirit of God until the day of the rapture itself.

e.
He strengthens the believer (Eph. 3:16).

f. He prays for the believer (Rom. 8:26).

All throughout the Word of God, both the Old Testament and New Testament, we see God's faithfulness to securely hold on us and to bring us through to the end. 

This is made graphically clear in John 6:39-40:- 

39.  "This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 

40.  "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.''  {how long is “everlasting”?)

Paul also tells us in Romans chapter 8 that nothing will ever be able to separate us from the love of Christ, and in Hebrews 13:5-6, Jesus promises, "I will never desert you nor will I ever forsake you." 

It is sad that the followers of Jacob Arminius, who hold the Arminian position regarding the issue of eternal security, (that is, they believe that at any given point in a believer's life, he or she is either saved or lost,) live in constant fear and trembling regarding their ultimate destiny.

There is not sufficient time to show the fallacy of the Arminian position regarding the matter of eternal security, however, I will refer you to verse 30 of Romans chapter 8 which says:-

"And whom He predestined, these He also called, and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified."

Note especially the last phrase of this verse, "these He also glorified."

Now, "glorification" of course will not take place until the Rapture of the church and we see this truth set out very clearly in 1st Corinthians 51-54 and in other passages.

But here in Romans 8:30, Paul puts the word in the past tense!!!

In other words, in God's sight, the believer is already glorified in Heaven with Christ.!!!

In Romans 5:10, we read, "For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His Life."

The glorious truth that Paul is literally shouting out here is this:- 

"Jesus Christ died to get me saved, but now, as our great High Priest, He lives to keep me saved.!!"

This is why it is said in Hebrews 5:9, that Jesus Christ is "the source of eternal salvation."

We see in such verses as 2nd Corinthian.1:22, 5:5, Ephesians 1:13, 14, 4:30, that at salvation the Holy Spirit is said to seal the believer.

For example, in Ephesians 4:30, we read these words which are addressed to believers, "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by Whom you were sealed for the day of redemption."  

What is this "day of redemption."??

Well, as stated previously, according to Romans 8:23, it is a clear reference to the Rapture of the Church.!!

In other words, the child of God is permanently sealed by the Holy Spirit until the day of the Rapture itself, after which, the believer will be in Heaven in a glorified, resurrection body, with the Lord, Himself.!!

Remember our Lord's Words in John 14:16-17:-

"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you FOREVER;

That is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides WITH you, and will be IN you."
The eternal security of God’s sheep is assured in several ways. 

Firstly, by definition—we have “eternal life,” and that cannot be conditional and still be eternal. 

Secondly, this everlasting life is a GIFT, - NOT something that we earn or merit. 

Thirdly, Romans 11:29 tells us that the gifts and calling of God are IRREVOCABLE.!!  (unalterable; incapable of being revoked)

It stands to reason that since we were NOT saved by our own good works, but solely by His GRACE, then we cannot be lost by our “bad works.”  

Romans 11:6:- 

“And if by grace, {our salvation} then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.”

Ephesians 2:8-9:-

8.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

 9.  not of works, lest anyone should boast.
Most importantly, Jesus gave us His promise that His sheep will NEVER perish, and that His promise cannot be broken.

