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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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MESSAGE 15

Romans 2:1:-  

“Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge {habitually} practice the same things. 

Chapter 2 of Romans is part of Paul's penetrating analysis of the 1st century civilization, beginning with its rejection of the God who had revealed Himself in nature and in man's conscience. Rejecting the true God, men turned to false gods and widespread destruction of the home occurred because of sexual immorality and perversion. 

A spirit of violence and cruelty was rising and a total disregard of human rights was spreading throughout the 1st century world. And yet, to our astonishment, we see how accurately the apostle has analysed our 21st century civilization as well. The same things recorded in the first chapter of Romans also took place last night in San Francisco and Los Angeles, and throughout this nation, and the world in which we live. 

I am sure there were thousands in Paul's day, and I know there are millions today who feel they are not among those described in Romans 1. "That isn't talking about us. We're not like that. It may describe them, but it does not describe us."

I get the impression from some people that Heaven is going to be a better place when they get there. But I can’t see that the earth has been a better place since they arrived here! 

In studying Romans 1:21-32, it is very easy for most of us to nod and agree with all the descriptions of "them" -- those who have abandoned God, whom God has given over to their own sexual perversions. It is easy to nod in solemn disgust as we speak of how they drag others down with them to a very low point of human evil. It is easy to read that passage as "them" the immoral and "us" the moral. They are obviously gross, sinful people; but we are not. 

Many people would say, "We're law-abiding, home-loving, clean-living, decent people." These people would also say that the world may be in its present condition because of the wickedness of gangsters, radicals, revolutionaries, prostitutes, pimps, and perverts of our day; but they themselves are the salt of the earth.

It is this "them" and "us" mentality that Paul reveals to be just as perverse and evil in chapter 2 as anything mentioned in chapter 1. It is on these people that the apostle turns his spotlight in Chapter 2. We will see his argument developed in three separate steps.
The first is given in our Verse 1:

“Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge {habitually} practice the same things. 

Here Paul talks about those who pass judgment on others. If there are any here this morning who do not belong in that category, who have never passed judgment on others, we will excuse you. You are free to go, because I want to talk to those who have, like myself, at one time or another, passed judgment on someone else. 

In his book of illustrations of “Bible Truth”, H.A. Ironside pointed out the folly and recklessness of judging others He related an incident in the life of a man called Bishop Potter. He was sailing for Europe on one of the great transatlantic ocean liners. When he went on board, he found that another passenger was to share the same cabin with him. 

After going to see the accommodations, he came up to the Purser's desk and inquired if he could leave his gold watch and other valuables in the ship's safe. He explained that ordinarily he never availed himself of that privilege, but he had been to his cabin and had met the man who was to occupy the other berth. Judging from his appearance, he was afraid that he might not be a very trustworthy or honest person. 

The purser accepted the responsibility for the valuables and remarked:-“It's all right, Bishop, I'll be very glad to take care of them for you. The other man has been up here, too and left his valuables for the same reason!”

In this chapter Paul continues his demonstration of man’s desperate  need of the Gospel. In a masterly way he brings the whole world into court and shows that condemnation rests upon all because all have sinned. 

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”  (Romans 3:23)

Paul has ushered us into the courtroom of God, placing us before the bar of God's justice as we await prosecution in God's case against the human race. 

The Court record reads as follows:-(Romans 1:15–4:25).

1.  The defendants:

a. The heathen (the pagan man) (Romans 1:18-32)

b. The judgemental, self-righteous moralist. (Romans 2:1-16)

c. A Hebrew (the religious man) (Romans 2:17–3:8)

2. The Charge: 

High treason against the King of the universe. (Romans 3:23). “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”,

3. The presiding Judge: 

The Lord Jesus Christ (John 5:22; Acts 17:31). "For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,”

4.  Let’s now consider the defence:

In Romans 1:18-32, we saw Paul call the first of three representatives of humanity to demonstrate by them how mankind has specifically chosen to suppress and ignore the truth about God.

Paul called the heathen pagan man to the stand as “Witness A”. This person is a prime example of man who started from a place of knowing God but proceeded to exchange God as his focal point of worship for worship of self and worship of the creation. The heathen pagan man suppresses the truth by exchanging the truth about God for the lie of Satan, specifically through idolatry of various forms. 

(1) The plea rendered by “Witness A”, the heathen (the pagan man):-“I should be acquitted on the grounds of ignorance.”

(2)
The plea disproved: “All men have both the witness of conscience and that of nature” (1:19-20). (See Isaiah. 40:26; Psalm. 15:3; 19:1-3; Acts 14:17; 17:29.) 

In other words, God does not reap wrath where he has not sown knowledge. These twin witnesses of  conscience and nature” are thus unmistakable and universal. As a result, all men are exposed both to them and by them.

But now, we will see the judgmental man, the self-righteous, moralist is portrayed as watching the heathen pagan man and leaping to judge him. He is “Witness B” of man in sin and he appears in Romans 2:1-16. 

He sets himself up to be the judge, applying a classic human double-standard of judgment. Only this time, this presumptuous judge is called before the real Judge.

(1) The plea rendered by “Witness B”, the self-righteous moralist:-“I should be acquitted on the grounds of comparison, that is, I’m not as bad as the pagan savage.”

(2) The plea disproved: “You do the same basic things, but in a more refined way.”

A classic example of one man judging another for the very thing he himself had committed was when David condemned a rich farmer who stole from a poor one. (2 Samuel 11, 12). When David heard this account from the prophet Nathan he was indignant and bellowed out in 2nd Samuel 12:5:- "As the LORD lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die.!!"  

In a most dramatic moment the prophet Nathan pointed a long bony finger at the king and said, "You are the man!" 2 Samuel 12:7)

Nathan the prophet was used by God to show David that David too was guilty of stealing. He had stolen another man’s wife. David knew then that his own sin of stealing, stealing another man’s wife, was uncovered after around 12 months of trying to cover it up. He fell on his face before God and out of that experience of confession comes the beautiful 51st Psalm.

Paul now brings into view this judgmental man, the self-righteous, moralist who lives in a world of culture and refinement. Surely among the educated, the followers of the various philosophic systems, will be found men who lead such righteous lives that they can come into the very Presence of God claiming His blessing on the ground of their own goodness! 

No, says Paul, But there certainly were those who professed to look with disgust and abhorrence upon the vile coarseness of the ignorant rabble. But were their private lives any holier or any cleaner than the lives of those whom they so loudly condemned?

It is now their turn to be summoned into court, so to speak, where the apostle Paul fearlessly prosecutes them before the majestic tribunal of the righteous Lord, who loves righteousness. (Psalm 11:7) You will note that the Apostle moves from the third person in chapter 1 “they  they, they” - to the second person in chapter two – “you, you, you.” 

Chapter two opens with the words:-“Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge." 

In this sordid scene in Chapter 2, Paul visualizes a group of men and women standing on the sidelines in clean and pressed clothing. There they stand, arms folded in disgust, watching the gross behaviour of the heathen before them and shaking their heads in judgment and revulsion. 

Paul will address this whole passage to this judgmental crowd of hypocritical self-righteous moralists. To them, he levels the same charge he lodged against all humanity back in Romans 1:20, - that they too are "without excuse." 

The word, "man" in the Greek in verse 1 is a generic term meaning both men and women. It includes both Jews and Gentiles and refers to mankind in general. 

I call this person described in the first 16 verses of Romans chapter 2, a "moralist," because he considers himself good enough to go round judging others and pointing out their faults while blind to his own. These are the ones who look down their noses at the heathen, considering themselves more civilised, educated and refined.

In verse 1 of chapter 2, it is as if Paul, after condemning those in Chapter 1, is anticipating what this other crowd would say to him. 

You know, such things like:-"Yes, Paul, all you have said about the unreached pagan heathen is true. I, too, deplore those heathen, those pagans, those idolaters, those twisted deviates. They deserve to burn in Hell. I'm sure glad I'm not in their class and that Romans 1 is not talking about me. I'm a law-abiding, home-loving, flag-waving, Commodore owner. I belong to Rotary, I support the United Way, I have high moral standards, and I'm against federal deficits and for tax cuts. It's those radicals and revolutionaries, those prostitutes and sexual deviates, those dope heads and delinquents that God must hate. I’m sure glad that I live by the “golden rule” and that I don’t sin like them”.

To this "good" person, this moralist neighbour, perhaps even to some of US, the Word of God says simply:-

"You, too, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else." The judgemental moralist condemns the pagans for their gross behaviour, yet as we shall see, they are equally guilty themselves, though perhaps in  more sophisticated and subtle ways. But Paul is going to show that there is really no difference. - Both are lost and on their way to hell. Both have rejected and suppressed the truth about God.!!

Paul is not only addressing Gentiles, He is also addressing Jews. There is no doubt that many Jews felt that they were immune to God’s judgement. “God would never send a Jew to Hell”, they thought.

The Gentiles, on the other hand, were fuel for the flames of Hell according to many Jews. The Jew is quick to judge the Gentile, but forgets that the same principle which condemns the Gentile (doing evil in spite of knowing better) condemns him also. Though the Jew was not doing the exact same sin, he was sinning in much the same way.

The Jews, because they were the chosen of God from Old Testament times, held themselves up as superior to the Gentiles in every way. Yet these same Jews, keepers of God's Law, failed just as miserably in serving the Almighty as did the Gentiles they condemned.

This is why Paul says in Romans 2:1:- “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge {habitually} practice the same things. 

When Paul uses the word “judge” here he uses the Greek word “krinon” which means “to pass unfavourable judgment by criticizing or finding fault”. This “man” whom Paul says is inexcusable is the one who has great power of criticism but no self-discipline

Therefore, to paraphrase our verse 1:- “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are when you pass unfavourable judgment by criticizing or finding fault in another, for whenever you do this you condemn yourself; for you who judge, {habitually} practice the same things.” 

The words, “for you who judge, {habitually} practice the same things”  may give a wrong impression. "Same" is the Greek “auta”, and the meaning is not identical things, but things that are as bad in God's sight as the awful, depraved acts of the heathen which are offensive to the cultured and refined sinner. 

Frankly, the difference between the unreached pagan and the average judgemental moralist is not as great as may first appear. His outward behaviour may be more civilized, but his heart is just as degenerate. His overt actions may be the more acceptable, but his covert, hidden attitudes are fundamentally similar. This condemnation by God upon the judgemental moralist allows us to understand some of the mental attitude and verbal sins Paul mentioned in the list of Romans 1:28-31. 

These judgemental moralists who judge those who do the overt, blatant sins are practicing sins also. They are guilty of mental attitude and verbal sins. They are full of malice and envy, they are gossips, arrogant, boastful, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful and full of hatred and bitterness. 

Paul is saying that these self-righteous judges are as guilty as the ones they have in the dock. They judge others, thinking they are doing God's work; but God needs no help from their phoney and hypocritical standard of morality. Paul tells the judgemental moralist that by judging others he condemns himself because he too practices sin. 

How does Paul conclude this so quickly? The very fact that they can judge sins in others shows that they know the difference between right and wrong. If a man knows that it is wrong for someone to steal his wife, then he also knows that it is wrong for him to steal someone else’s wife!! Therefore, when someone commits the very sins that he condemns in others, he leaves himself without excuse.

We must remember that judgment does not belong to us; it is God's province alone. When we set ourselves up to judge another, we are exalting ourselves above the other. Being equal to them because we too are born in sin, we nevertheless assume our own superiority over them based on our own double-standard of morality. We have a microscopic eye in identifying their sin, and we leap to condemn and criticise them. 

But we have a virtual blind eye to our own sin, usually dressing it up in euphemistic terms, so we think our sin is more the "little white lie"  type of sin that can be readily dismissed with a wink and a nod. We are all guilty of this.

I am going to use myself as an example, simply because I feel I am such an excellent example of what the rest of you are like. I see three ways by which I try to get away from the fact that I am guilty of the things that I criticise others of doing:-

Firstly, I sometimes am conveniently blind toward many of my own faults. I am just not aware of them. I do not see that I am doing the same things that others are doing, and yet other people can see that I am. I often don't see it, and neither do you see it in yourself. We all have these “blind” spots. 

One of the greatest lies of our age is the idea that we can know ourselves. We often argue, "Don't you think I know myself?" The answer is, "No, you do not really know yourself. You are “blind” to much of your life." There can be areas that are very hurtful and sinful that you are not aware of. We are conveniently blind toward many of our own faults and shortcomings. We just do not see them. In that way we can indeed be guilty, as the verse says, of doing the very things we accuse and criticise others of doing.

A second way we try to get away from the fact that we are guilty of the very things we accuse others of doing is by conveniently forgetting that what we have done is wrong. We may have been aware of our sin at the time, but somehow we just assume that God is going to forget it. We do not have to acknowledge it in any way -- He will just forget it. As the sin fades from our memory, we think it fades from His, as well.

For example, let's consider our thought life. Much of this passage that we are studying must be understood in the light of our Lord's revelation in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus says that God, who looks at the heart, sees what is going on in the inner attitude and judges on that basis. He doesn't judge as men judge, according to what is observable from the outward life. 

Jesus, you see, made it clear that murder is not just the act of snuffing out the physical life of another person, which, of course, a moralist would never do. It also occurs when one holds a feeling of animosity, bitterness, resentment or hatred toward someone else. 

In other words, the moralist who holds a feeling of animosity and hatred against someone, - who is bitter and resentful and filled with malice toward an individual, - is guilty of murder, just as though he had taken a knife and plunged it into that person's chest, or shot them with a gun. From God’s perspective, he practices the same sin as the murderer he eagerly condemns. Jesus made it clear in His preaching that to entertain sin in your heart was as bad as actually doing that sin. 

(Matthew 5:21-38.) 

Jesus defined adultery as not only an illicit relationship between a married person and someone who is not his or her spouse. It is also committed if we find ourselves lustfully longing to possess someone else's body, and we play with this idea over and over in our mind, and treat ourselves to a fantasy of sex. 

This person is guilty of committing mental fornication or adultery. And the judgemental moralist who does so has practiced the same sin as the adulterer he so enthusiastically condemns. That’s why the Word of God says that we all one day will have to give an account to God of our thoughts, words, and actions when we stand before the Son of God. Sadly, many a moralist who rants and raves about the sin of welfare fraud or burglary doesn't give a second thought to his own sin of tax evasion or cheating on their expense account, - but in god's eyes it's the same sin.

If we find ourselves filled with pride, yet we put on the appearance of being humble and considerate of others, we are guilty of the worst of sins. Pride of heart destroys humanity. We think these things will go unnoticed, but God clearly sees them in our heart. He sees all the actions that we conveniently have forgotten. 

He sees it when we cut people down, or speak with spite and sharpness, and deliberately try to hurt them. He sees it when we are unfair in our business tactics, when we are arrogant toward someone we think is on a lower social level than ourselves. He sees it when we are stubborn and uncooperative in trying to work out a difficult and tense situation. All these things God takes note of. 

We, who condemn these things in others, find ourselves guilty of the same things. Isn't it remarkable that when others mistreat us we always think it is most serious and requires immediate correction. But when we mistreat others, we say to them. "You're making so much out of a little thing! Why it's so trivial and insignificant."

The third way we try to get away from the fact that we are guilty of the very things we accuse others of doing is by cleverly renaming things. We are masters at cleverly using semantics to escape the guilt of which we accuse others. 

For example, it's not unusual for us to think in these terms:

Other people lie and cheat; but in our case, we simply stretch the truth a little. 

I have convictions, but you are prejudiced.

I am firm, but you are a pig-headed fool.

I am conservative, but you are intransigent.

I am progressive, but you are radical.

I am righteously indignant, but you are always flying off the handle about nothing.

I have reconsidered, but you have gone back on your word.

I am discerning, but you are intolerant.

God says, "You condemn yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things." We cry, "Those people ought to be stoned!" “They ought to be severely dealt with!!” But Jesus says, "He that is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone," (c f, John 8:7). 

We don’t live in ivory palaces; we all live in glass houses!! Yes, we are all often guilty of the same things we accuse others of doing. We are just so quick to pass moral judgement on those around us.

Matthew 7:1-5:-

1.  "Judge not, that you be not judged. 

2.  "For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the same measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 

3.  "And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 

4.  "Or how can you say to your brother, `Let me remove the speck out of your eye'; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 

5.  "Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck out of your brother's eye.”

The minute either you or I set ourselves up to judge another person, we have usurped God's rightful place as Judge. We have made an exchange every bit as ugly and dreadful as the three exchanges mentioned in Romans 1:21-32. In that passage, man decided to remove God as the focal point of his worship, exchanging worship of God with worship of self and the creation. And in this passage man decided to remove God as the rightful Judge over humanity, elevating himself to the seat of the judge. 

Thus, when we who are born in sin judge another, we are exalting ourselves just as THEY exalted themselves. By this unjustifiable self-exaltation, we condemn ourselves. We who judge, practice the same sort of things: - we replace God with self, - only this time it is all the more insidious because it is more subtle and devious. 

The corrupt and decadent man of Romans 1:21-32 is at least honest enough to boldly admit that he wants nothing to do with God. But the judgmental moralist often judges others based on Biblical principles conveniently applied to others, thus clothing his sin of judgment in Biblical cloth and seeming to affix the stamp of God’s approval to his own judgment. In many ways, this sin of judgment is far worse, because it dresses itself up in the garb of false godliness. 

Thus, Paul moves to prove that  "everyone judging" is "without excuse" in the courtroom of God. Paul gives some wise instruction in 1st Corinthians 4:5:- “Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts; and then each one's praise will come from God.”
Paul is saying that because we can never know all of the facts nor the motives, leave the judging to the only One who does, the Lord Jesus Christ. His point is that there is a time for judgment yet future. All the facts aren't yet in. Only God knows all the facts!! For example:-

He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name. (Psalm 147:4).

He knows man’s thoughts and words. (Psalm 139:1, 2, 4, 23, 24).

He knows the number of hairs on man’s head. (Matthew 10:30).

He knows the past, present, and future. Acts 15:18:- "Known to God from eternity are all His works.
He even knows what might have been.  Matthew 11:23:- "And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.”
We don't have enough data to assess the motives of men's hearts. Only God can see the heart. Therefore, it is both premature and certainly presumptuous of us to sit in judgment on any brother.

Remember the words of Jesus:-Luke 6:35-38:-

35. "But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Highest. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.
36.  "Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 

37.  "Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 

38.  "Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.'' 

What an incredible proposition!!  Want love? – Then, give love.  Want mercy? – Then, give mercy.  Want acceptance? - Give acceptance.  Want to judge? Get ready to be judged.  Want to escape judgment? Don't judge at all.  Don't do it.

Before we conclude verse 1 of the second chapter of Romans, there is just one other matter that I would like to draw your attention to. Paul has been talking about self-righteous moralists who love nothing better than passing judgement on others.

Oftentimes people will take this verse out of its context and say:-“See, we have no business judging anything anyone else does. And don't even think about judging my life.”

You will recall that the word Paul used for “judge” in verse 1 is the Greek word “krinon” which means “to pass unfavourable judgment by criticizing or finding fault”.

Now, the Scriptures tell us that there is a legitimate form of judgment that believers can carry out. We find this in Galatians 6:1:-

﻿“Brethren if any person is overtaken in misconduct or sin of any sort, you who are spiritual [who are responsive to and controlled by the Spirit] should set him right and restore and reinstate him, without any sense of superiority and with all gentleness, keeping an attentive eye on yourself, lest you should be tempted also.”﻿
Here is a lovely statement on how a sinning believer is to be treated by other Christians. The words, “overtaken in misconduct or sin” describes a Christian man or woman who has inadvertently slipped or stumbled, rather than one who is habitually sinful. Note that such a person is to be dealt with by “spiritual” Christians only.

A carnal Christian who is himself out of touch with the Lord, might, by a cold, hard attitude do more harm than good. But how can one judge and determine whether one is spiritual?  

Answer: Galatians 5:22-23 - by the fruit of the Holy Spirit manifested in one’s life:- 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”

Those who show evidence of these qualities should try to restore the fallen brother or sister in Christ. A truly spiritual person will have the tender and humble heart of a shepherd. He or she will not act in a spirit of self-righteous pride or superiority, but in a spirit of gentleness, with awareness of their own proneness to fall. 

In Galatians 6:1, Paul is talking about a redemptive kind of judgment that builds up and encourages. It causes growth and it puts people back together again instead of tearing them down and fragmenting their relationships with others. That is a legitimate act of love, and God is not forbidding that. What is forbidden is a harsh unyielding, critical, judgmental spirit that seeks only to criticise and condemn.

So, in Romans 2:1, Paul is not talking about spiritual believers making redemptive type judgments so as to help a brother or sister turn from an act of sin. Instead, he is speaking of smug, sanctimonious, holier-than-thou people making an unfavourable judgment with the idea of condemning someone else and tearing them down. I am always thankful God brings up the gentle but searching questions that reveal my own sin and denial, making me look at things in His sunlight rather than by my penlight. 

MESSAGE 16

Romans 2:2:-

“But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things.” 

The words, “According to truth” has the idea of "according to the facts of the case." Paul states two things here. 

1) God makes judgments, but 

2) His judgments are according to truth; - His perfect truth and standard. 

A standard He doesn't just talk about, but a truth which is according to His perfect character. 

God’s judgement is always based on absolute truth. It is never based on incomplete, inaccurate or circumstantial evidence. Rather, it is based on the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

God doesn't state one thing and do something out of accord with that truth, as many Jews were doing. God's judgment takes in all the facts. God has no illusions about the actual state of man.  He knows exactly what he is. And on that basis He will judge him. 

I think the great delusion of the cultured, judgemental moralist is that he agrees that the degenerate person must be judged, but he's confident that he will escape because he's different. Most people believe that Hitler and Stalin ought to be judged, but they think that they should escape. God will judge man for what he is in His sight.

In other words, God knows the truth about us. He knows our hearts and minds. He knows what motivates us and how we think; and He knows precisely the sins we have committed and the circumstances surrounding those sins. There is nothing that escapes His eye. 

This is both good and bad. It is good that you don't have to explain everything to God, but it is very bad for some that He knows everything. And because He knows everything, including the very intentions of our hearts, He will be able to judge us based on the absolute truth about us. 

We will not be misrepresented to God. He's really challenging us to examine ourselves based on the truth about us. He is really saying that we should look first to ourselves, because we do the same things that we judge other people for doing. By the very act of judging someone else, we acknowledge that there is a standard not being met. 

But that same standard must apply to us as well, and the truth is that we do not live perfectly by any standard, even our own. So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on others, and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment?  We must understand that we are mere human beings. We are not God. No one has left us in charge of everyone else. We should first get our own house in order.

Verse 3:-

“And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?” 

Two words are emphatic in this verse. – “think” and “you” “do you really think you will escape the judgment of God?”  Paul is reading the innermost thoughts of the Jew, whom he understands thoroughly from his own pre-Christian experience. This verse condenses the truth of this passage into one bold question.

The fact that Paul presents this as a possibility indicates that the answer is “yes, they do think this.” Paul contrasts the morally bankrupt judgment of man with the inescapable and righteous judgment of God.

The unbelieving Jews were making judgments, or condemning the Gentiles and yet they were still practicing many of the things the unbelieving Gentiles were. 

Even as Christians we are prone to expect God to overlook areas of our lives that are less than holy. We develop excuses for our ungodly behaviour--often by comparing ourselves to others whom we deem worse than ourselves. 

This produces a brand of pseudo, fake righteousness based on the faulty logic that says:-"because I don't do what he does I'm better than he is and because I'm better than he is, I'm all right. Surely, God would never send me to hell?"

How presumptuous to hope that God, who sees all men openly and intimately, - who sees not only what is on the outside but also what is on the inside, will pronounce judgment on these other people, but not on you. 

Paul didn't want the Jew deceiving himself by a false sense of security, thinking that his heritage was enough to put him in a right standing with God. Paul loved his Jewish brethren enough to want to shake them out of their complacency with some very strong words. 

The Jews have no excuse before God for failing in their stewardship. The Gentiles, who had the revelation of God through nature, but did not possess the Law of God as did the Jews, had less incentive to accept Christ as Saviour. (and yet, they did). The Jews possessed greater revelation, and yet rejected Christ, the Messiah. Israel was totally without excuse.

Matthew 3:8-9:-

8.  "Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 

9.  "and do not think to say to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.”

Jesus was saying that the Jews should stop presuming on their descent from Abraham as a passport to Heaven. The grace of salvation is not transmitted in natural birth. 

Just as the first birth is necessary for physical life, so a second birth is necessary for spiritual (divine) life. This is why Jesus said that, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. The Israelites felt that since their nation was chosen by God, that they would escape individual punishment. 

Lest you quickly rebuke the Israelites for such silly thinking, think of how many Church members feel that they are automatically saved because they are affiliated with the church. 

To attend church occasionally when nothing more exciting is on means nothing to God: but being saved in Christ guarantees eternal security. Salvation is of the Lord, through belief in Jesus Christ only. Yet even in our day, people join the church feeling that this association will in some way save them. 

Robert Govett has called attention to the four ways of escape which are open to the man who breaks human laws:

1. He might commit an undetected crime or remain an undetected criminal.

2. He may escape beyond the jurisdiction of the court, or the law. 

3. After arrest, there may be some legal technicality which will cause a breakdown of the legal procedure. 

4. It is possible for the criminal to escape from prison even after being convicted and incarcerated.

God has one standard He judges by -and that's by absolute truth. But it's really alarming today to see how little the truth has to do with most criminal proceedings. Technicalities about how evidence was gathered seem to be far more important than the question, "Did he do it?" Defence lawyers don't even ask their client, "Did you do it?" Their job is to raise doubts as to whether he did it or not. But not so with God!! 

The fourth possible way of escape which is open to the man who breaks human laws is that:- 4. It is possible for the criminal to escape from prison even after being convicted and incarcerated.

But not a single one of these 4 options is open to someone who is standing before God's bar of justice!!  No crime remains undetected, no criminal remains uncharged, no acquittal is available, and no one escapes when declared guilty. None of these avenues of escape are open to man in regard to divine judgment. 

Your offences will be discovered. You cannot go beyond God's jurisdiction. There will be no legal technicality. Once found guilty before God’s bar of justice you will never be able to escape from eternal incarceration in Hell. You see, with God, there is no escape. 

Hebrews 2:3:-. 

“how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,” 

But there is a way of having one's case settled “out of court”. Without this “out of court” settlement, the Word of God says that ALL men will be judged concerning their thoughts,  words  and  deeds. (Romans 2:16, Matthew. 12:36 Revelation 20:12)  It's amazing how many people believe they can escape the judgment of God. 

However, there simply is no escape from the judgment of God for the one who thinks he's going to satisfy God on the basis of his own moral standards and good deeds. The judgement of God is inescapable unless we repent and obtain forgiveness through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

What intrigues me most in considering this issue of human judgmentalism is that the only human born without sin since Adam, the only One who could have justifiably judged others, steadfastly refused to do so. Even when challenged by the Jews to adjudicate in the case of the woman caught in the act of adultery, Jesus chose not to judge in any way, but instead turned the sin of the judges back on themselves. Likewise, in His great interview with Nicodemus, Jesus stated that judgment was not why He came to earth.

God is not a hard, cruel Ruler anxious to pour out His wrath on mankind. His heart is filled with tenderness toward man and He has gone to the utmost cost in order to save men. He could easily have sent His Son into the world to condemn the world, but He did not do so. On the contrary, He sent His Son here to suffer, bleed and die in order that the world through Him might be saved. 

Jesus said in John 3:17:- "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him." 

Thus, whereas arrogant man leaps to judge others, screaming that they should "get what’s coming to them," Jesus left judgment to God, looking with compassion on people that they should turn to Him for salvation.

Why is it that we can be so judgmental, and critical of others when we ourselves are far from perfect?  Shouldn’t we all follow the Lord’s example in such matters? 

Let’s move on to verse 4:-

“Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?”

Three great character traits of God are mentioned in verse 4:-Kindness, forbearance, and patience, and He is described as being rich in all three. But the Jews, by their very actions, held the kindness, forbearance and longsuffering of God in low regard. 

Let’s just briefly look at these 3 words.

Kindness: This word in the Greek refers to sensitivity and understanding. God knows us and is sensitive to what we are. He knows we are not perfect. He knows we are sinners and has made a provision in Christ for that. The first thing we learn about God's judgment is that He never leaps to judge man, He pursues them wherever they are, in order to show them “kindness”. 

Yet, it is quite common today to hear people say:- "How can a just and loving God permit the injustice and vileness that takes place in this world? How can He allow a tyrant like Hitler or Stalin to arise and murder millions of innocent people? How can He allow these godless regimes to come into power and crush people, usurp their rights, put thousands in prison, and spread destruction and sorrow across the land? Why does He allow these things to go on year after year? Why doesn't God judge these men?"

But perhaps the question we ought to ask is:- "Why didn't He judge me yesterday, when I said that sharp, caustic word that plunged like an arrow into a loved one's heart and hurt him badly? Why didn't He judge me when I lied to my parents? Why didn't He wither my hand when I took a pencil and cheated on my income tax? Why didn't He strike me dumb when I was gossiping on the phone this morning, sharing a bit of news that made someone look bad in someone else's eyes? Why didn't God judge that?" 

The God of truth and justice sees the one as well as the other. The answer is found in this and similar verses.

The Son of God Jesus Christ left His glory in Heaven and entered into our time and our world to save, - not to judge. 

He consistently demonstrated compassion, not condemnation. This may be the greatest contrasting point between man's judgmentalism and God's righteous judgment. We leap to judge and criticise, but God looks to pursue us with kindness. Our immediate judgment on others is condemning and destructive, but His withheld judgment is redemptive.

But what is God's “kindness” spoken of in Romans 2:4? The term for "kindness" here is the most significant term in this verse, mentioned twice and given great weight, since it is God's kindness that leads fallen man to repentance. 

The main point of this term is the unsearchable kindness of God who still remains kind even in the face of man's worst sins. 

Theologians call this working of God's goodness and kindness “Common Grace”, - or the Grace that God bestows freely to ALL mankind. - unbelievers as well as believers. 

For example, God causes the rain to fall on the just and the unjust. He gives health, wealth, children, and enjoyment to those who aren't his children, as well as to those who are. This same Common Grace is a witness of God's existence:

Acts 14:15-17:-

15. and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you in order that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them.

16. "And in the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways;

17. and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness."

God’s common grace, goodness and kindness is illustrated nowhere better than in the Garden of Gethsemane. Here stands the Son of God, Jesus Christ, Who has poured out His life and love for twelve men. 

Here stands the Christ who has just washed the smelly, dirty feet of these twelve men in an action of supreme humility and servant-love that none of them would ever forget. Here stands Jesus who zealously loved those passionate men. 

And then, here comes Judas Iscariot, a passionate zealot for the cause of Israel. He was one of the twelve, - one of those whose feet were washed by the Saviour of the world. He was one who had taken the bread from Jesus' own hand, but who now had become the vessel of Satan. He had become the betrayer, who later was to be called the “Son of Perdition”. 

Together with a group of the chief priests, elders and captains of the temple, Judas arrives to betray the One who loved him. How does he greet Jesus? With a kiss, saying; "Greetings, Rabbi!''  (Matthew 26:49)

And how does Jesus greet Judas?  He said, "Friend, why have you come?'' This word, “Friend” when used by God is a title of intimacy and love, reserved for such as Abraham who was called, “the friend of God”. I wonder what Judas thought that day when he heard that word of inconceivable kindness and love from Jesus in the garden? 

Was Jesus not making one final plea of kindness to a heart hardened with the hardness of hell itself? Was he not giving Judas yet another chance to turn around and reconsider the terrible path toward destruction that he had taken? Surely our kind King will pursue us into the festering den of our sin, for the express purpose of showing us His kindness and mercy. It is just this kindness that leads to repentance, because the kindness is so unexpected, so awe-inspiring and so entirely overwhelming. 

In addition to this kindness, Paul includes the words, "forbearance and long-suffering." (patience) Sadly, men often see the forbearance and longsuffering of God as a weakness in God’s makeup. 

They say stupid things like "If there is a God in heaven, let Him strike me dead!"  When it doesn't happen, they will say, "See, I told you there was no God."  These people simply do not understand that God is incredibly patient toward them because He is hoping that this might turn them to Him in repentance before it is too late.

Both of these terms, “forbearance” and “longsuffering” speak of God's kindness and patience in the face of man’s flagrant,  longstanding,  brazen  sin. The term "forbearance" means:-"a temporary truce with the sinner which by no means implies that the wrath of God will not be executed in the end, but stays the wrath of God in the hope of man’s repentance." 

This word looks at God's tolerance of mankind even when man displays utter contempt and ignorance of Him. The “forbearance” of God refers to the fact that He withholds His judgment even though He has every right to deliver and execute it. 

For example, if you sinned this week and were not judged by God for it--if you gossiped and weren't struck dumb, if you lusted and didn't lose your eyesight, if you hated and didn't lose your life -that's clear evidence of the wonderful forbearance of God.

Similarly, the term "long-suffering", or, “patience”, is the long continuation of God’s kindness and His forbearance. Even though mankind is deserving of judgment, God restrains His judgment, giving man opportunity after opportunity to turn by faith alone to Him. 

2nd Peter 3:9:

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

If God were not longsuffering toward humanity, I dare say that none of us would be saved today. Had God struck out in righteous anger each time we rejected the Gospel message, the Church (and the world itself) would be much more sparsely populated. God deferred His judging hand because of His incredible love, not willing that any should see eternal damnation. 

This is God's method of operating, - His “modus operandi”. We see it when He waited some 440 years for the sinful Amorites to repent, as recorded in Genesis 15:6. It is because of God's patience that Jesus Christ has not yet returned to this earth to execute judgment. God is not willing that any should perish, so He patiently waits in order to give more time for repentance. This is the chief difference between man's judgment and God's.

Our judgment is quick and harsh and ends in condemnation, while His is slow, beginning with the long pursuit of kindness, as God hopes wholeheartedly for the sinner's repentance.

In our verse 4, Paul ties it all together and tells us that it is these very characteristics and actions of God that hopefully will lead fallen man to repentance. 

Acts 3:19:-

"Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,”

What does “repentance” mean? The word, “Repentance” comes from the Greek word “Metanoia”. “Repentance” means an about-face, turning one’s back on sin and heading in the opposite direction. It is a change of mind which produces a change of attitude, and results in a change of action. It signifies a man’s taking sides with God against himself and his sins.

It is more than an intellectual assent to the fact of one’s sins; it involves the conscience too, as John Newton wrote, “My conscience felt and owned my guilt.” In all the many ways the word, “repentance” is used, it always refers to that which precedes faith. 

2nd Corinthians 7:10:-

“For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death”. 

“Repentance” is the changing of our minds regarding our condition, our actions, our sins, and our needs. Once the mind has changed it is ready to direct faith toward God’s provision and solution. And that solution is faith alone in Christ alone. 

Godly sorrow, repentance, confession are all designed to lead us to faith in the only solution for our sins which is believing in the finished work of Jesus Christ upon the Cross.

If you haven't trusted Christ and your only hope is in this life, you had better suck this earth like it is an orange and get all you can out of it. Paint the town red and live it up, because you won't have anything to celebrate when you leave this world. You had better get what you can while you are here if that's the way you want to live. Eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow you die and will stand to be judged before the One Whom you ignored and rejected . 

My friend, you need a Saviour, and the goodness, kindness, longsuffering and grace of God ought to lead you to Him. 

God’s favourite word is the word, “come”. He tenderly and lovingly calls to the unsaved to seriously consider His free gift of eternal life through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Have you accepted this invitation?

MESSAGE 17

From verse 19 of Chapter 1, Paul has explained why the heathen who have never heard the Gospel are lost. They are lost, not because of the knowledge that they don’t have, but because of the light that they do have, yet refuse to acknowledge and glorify God, or give thanks to Him. Paul shows that God has revealed Himself through creation and in man’s conscience but they have not responded to this revelation. They are not condemned for rejecting a Saviour they have never heard of, but for being unfaithful to what they could know about God.

These people ignored and rejected the light given to them and instead, gave themselves over to futile philosophies and speculations about other gods. As a result of this, they lost the capacity to think and see clearly. Light rejected is light denied. Those who don’t want to see lose the capacity to see.

As men grew more conceited over their self-styled knowledge, they plunged deeper into ignorance. By refusing to acknowledge the true, infinite,  incorruptible God, they devolved to the stupidity and depravity that go with idol worship. 

In 1st Corinthians 10:20 the apostle Paul tells us that when man worships idols, he actually worships demons. All of this flies in the face of the teaching today of the lie of evolution. Man is not evolving, he is devolving and degenerating.

Three times in chapter 1 Paul says that God gave these people up.  He gave them up to the lifestyle of habitual sin that they wanted. He gave them up to uncleanness, to vile, shameful passions, and to a reprobate and debased mind. Paul has shown that the pagans, the heathens who have rejected the revelation of God’s existence in nature and in their consciences are lost.

Then in our chapter 2 he turns to a second class of people who look down their noses at the heathen and pass judgement on them, considering themselves more civilized, educated and refined. These self-righteous moralists condemn the pagans for their gross behaviour, yet are equally guilty themselves, though perhaps in a more sophisticated way. What these smug, self-righteous moralists need is a lesson on the judgement of God and the apostle Paul proceeds to give that lesson in Romans 2:2-16.

With that as background, let’s look at Romans 2:5-6:-

5. “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

6. who will render to every man according to his deeds:” {works}

In stark contrast to the biased, double standards of human judgmentalism, Paul now in effect says:- "So, you want to talk about judgment? Let's talk about judgment... the judgment of God!" 

It is quite possible that the apostle Paul was in some way connecting the attitude of these Jews to the false worship of Israel in the wilderness generation. Indeed, that’s why the writer to the Hebrews warned his readers against the hardening of the heart against God.

But what does it mean to harden one's heart against God? To "harden one's heart" means to have a habitual and wilful unbelief in God and in His Word. It had happened to Israel in the wilderness, and the writer to the Hebrews warns that it could happen again.

Hebrews 3:7-9:-

V7: "Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you will hear His voice, 

V8:  Do not harden your hearts as {happened} in the rebellion {of Israel}, In the day of trial {testing} in the wilderness, 

V9: Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years.” 

Whenever God speaks, we should be swift to hear. To doubt His Word is to call Him a liar and to incur His wrath. Yet that was Israel’s history in the wilderness. It was a monotonous record of complaint, lust, idolatry, unbelief and rebellion. This wilderness generation had outwardly seen themselves as God's flock, but in their hearts they were hard against Him and did nothing but whine, complain, murmur and bellyache against God all day long.

It was not God's will that Israel remain either in Egypt or in the wilderness. His desire was that the people enter their glorious inheritance in the land of Canaan. 

But the failure to fix a constant habit of grumbling and murmuring against God led over a million Israelites to such a hardened state of heart that they were unable to lay hold of the opportunity to enter the land of promise when they came to its borders. Because the people went backward in unbelief instead of forward by faith, they missed their inheritance and died in the wilderness.

For a period of 4 decades Israel was to linger in the desert until the last person 20 years and older died and was buried. They perished at an average of 85 deaths a day, until the generation that left Egypt (except for Joshua and Caleb) had died out.

When we ignore the Holy Spirit, when we put off decision and obedience for another time, when we say "no" to God...., then hardness of heart begins to set in. One "no" leads to another "no" and soon this pattern of responsiveness to God leads to hardness, stubbornness, and unwillingness to yield to God and surrender to His Voice as His Word speaks to us. Sadly, this is the state of many people today. Somehow we seem to have broken the connection today between belief and behaviour.

But there is a vital link between belief and behaviour. How we behave tells us what we really believe. And if what you say you believe does not impact on how you behave, then you really don't believe what you think you do. Therefore, instead of just talking about hardness of the heart, unbelief, and rebellion in an abstract way; the Holy Spirit gives us a moment in history which we can use as a reference point for our own lives. 

The “rebellion” of Israel in the wilderness is found in Numbers 13-14 where we read that the Israelites refused to obey God in taking the land He had promised them. From this story we clearly understand that "not obeying" God is called rebellion! 

"That sounds harsh."  "You mean, if I disobey God I am a rebel?" Well, let’s examine the story account. Keep in mind that we are not talking about spiritual novices here.!!  

We are not talking about people who knew nothing about God. We are talking about peoples' life patterns and lifestyles that lead to hardness of heart. We are talking about doubting God which led to complaining, which led to unbelief, which led to disobedience. 

The Bible says that these people had tested God. What does that mean in this story? We know that there are different kinds of testing. 

Well, this testing was the testing of stepping out in faith to obey God's Word. At times, God tells us to test His promises, but He never tells us to test His commands! So the principle is:-Test God’s promises and obey His commands! The testing referred to in this story is the testing of repeated distrust. Distrust that led to disobedience. 

Let’s look at how this spiritual pattern works:- 

1. I don't really believe God, so I disobey Him. 

2.  I don't see any immediate consequences of this disobedience. "It seems that God is still helping and blessing me. I have no major problems in my life" 

3. I interpret that as, "It doesn't really matter, God understands, therefore there will not be any consequences.” 

4.  I then repeat the pattern. 

Soon, instead of God's mercy and long-suffering bringing repentance and obedience; His mercy is an excuse for going my own way and doing things my way, instead of basing my life on what God has said. Then hardness of heart begins to set in. Then discipline and judgment from God comes.

And, as with Israel, even though they cried and repented, even though God forgave them; the consequences were irreversible! These people had experienced blessing after blessing from God's hand. God had seen them through many crisis times. God had produced miracles on their behalf. But after each blessing they were satisfied only for a brief time. 

Then, they started to complain and doubt God again. Then, they wanted more proof. Unbelief never has enough proof, and asking for more proof is simply a pretext, an excuse for not believing, and for disobeying God. 

The Holy Spirit uses this story to warn us today: "Don't make excuses like they did." "Don't harden your hearts toward God like they did." "Don't go down the path of disobedience like they did choosing to rebel against God's authority." 

If you do this, you will lose your perspective and your opportunity. You will lose blessings God has for you, and you will bring consequences upon yourself which you will deeply regret one day. Some of you have grown up in homes where the blessings of God have kept your family together. 

If you hadn't been brought up in a Christian family environment, you may have been raised in an atmosphere of addiction, immorality, and shame. God has seen you through and brought you to the edge of your promised land...the life that God has designed for you. You can harden your heart and rebel only to wander in a tragic wilderness or you can believe, obey, and enter into and enjoy the future God has prepared for you.  You must make a choice.

Sometimes people say, "Well, I just need more proof." when the real need is for them to believe in and commit themselves to Jesus Christ. When we resist God today, we do the same as the Israelites. We "put Him off" for some other day because we love our sin, we love our own way, and we love our plans too much to give it all up for God. This is the great sin of unbelief. It is an offence against God and an indictment against ourselves. 

Thus, the Holy Spirit is saying to everyone who hears God's Word:-"Respond to Jesus Christ while your heart is still warmed and softened by His truth, - while it is still sensitive. "Respond to His loving kindness and His tender mercies which are designed to bring you to repentance." "Respond, before hardness sets in and you begin to ignore God's voice and follow your own heart, and thus bring God's wrath upon yourself."

When the wilderness generation were asked to live by faith in this awesome God, -  when the testings came, it became evident what it was in which they had placed their faith. It was a faith in themselves for deliverance, not in God. You'll recall that the hardness of their hearts was the cause of them not trusting God and wanting to follow Him. 

Again, it was not an intellectual problem. They had witnessed the miracles from God with their own eyes. Their brains computed the evidence. It was indisputable. 

But it was their hearts which rejected the truth that God was their only way of salvation, not only from the desert, but from their sins. Through their hardness of heart, stubbornness and unbelief approximately 1.2 million Jews died over a period of 38.5 years. That equates out to 85 people per each day over a period of 38.5 years. Figuring 12 hours per day maximum for funerals, gives an average of 7 funerals per hour for all 38.5 years! 

They witnessed this same scene over and over every day but the penny never dropped. Their rebellion,  disobedience, stubbornness and hardness of heart kept them from entering the promised land.

Think about the promised land for a moment. God said to the Israelites that it would be a place of rest. - Right? But there were walled cities to be conquered, giants to be vanquished, territory to be claimed, evil to be confronted, work to be done, and the will of God to be accomplished. So, what kind of rest is this? 

The “rest” in the promised land meant settling down and abiding and continuing in the will of God. Please remember that doing God’s always requires work, effort, battles and sacrifice. 

It is contrasted to wandering through life, just living to make it through another day, dragging yourself through the wilderness while complaining and griping about life's demands. Whining, anxious, fearful, living without purpose, living in envy of Moses their spiritual leader, stubbornness, critical, -- that's life in the wilderness. That's where some believers are today! 

Why? Because their focus in life is completely wrong!! Their priorities are not in agreement with God's Word. They are expending their energy trying to get God to do their will and bless their plans. They want their will done in Heaven and on earth – not God’s!

You know, many people complain that they don't have time, energy, or money for all the things they want to do in life. The solution is that God offers us rest from running our own lives. This wonderful rest is found in doing His will. It is found in believing in and applying His promises to our everyday experiences and trials of life.

Remember.!!!….The Lord's yoke is easy and His burden is light. However, the yoke of self-will and living by our own agendas is heavy, filled with burdens and weighed down with life's never-ending cares. 

Returning to our verse 5 we read that God says to these self-righteous, moralistic Jews:- “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, This verse tells us that the self-righteous, moralist, instead of gaining favour with God, is actually storing up wrath and judgment against himself. 

When the Lord, and His grace are taken for granted, the only logical outcome will be that of judgment! No one will get away with his or her rebellion against our Creator. God’s righteousness, holiness and justice cannot be compromised. Therefore sin must be judged and punished. 

Romans 6:23:-“For the wages of sin is death, but the {bountiful, free} gift of God is eternal life in {union with} Christ Jesus our Lord.”

God's warning has been going out for a long time. Solomon wrote in Proverbs 29:1:-"A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed--without remedy."

This is Paul's point to the Jew who thinks that simply because he is a Jew he is exempt from God's wrath. Being stiff-necked or rebellious only produces one thing, God's displeasure and His righteous judgement.

Someone may ask, “how is God's judgment worked out?  What standard is used?” While Romans 2:4 shows how God's judgment begins in kindness, vv 5-11 show how God's judgment is based on a single, impartial standard, unlike our double-standard judgment. 

The word “storing up” in verse 5 is the Greek word “Thasaurizo”, from which comes the English word “Thesaurus” or a “store house”. It is the exact same verb Jesus used in Matthew 6:19-20 when He urged us to "store up" for ourselves treasures in Heaven. It literally means "To gather, to lay aside so as to save for later". 

The Amplified Bible brings this meaning out clearly. Matthew 6:19-21:- (Amplified)

19. ﻿“Do not ﻿gather and heap up and store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust and worm consume and destroy, and where thieves break through and steal.﻿
20.  ﻿But ﻿gather and heap up and store for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust nor worm consume and destroy, and where thieves do not break through and steal;﻿
21. ﻿For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.﻿”
All of us are regularly making deposits in an account which we must collect one of these days. We are either storing up heavenly treasures or we're storing up wrath. Those who are moralists or humanists without Jesus Christ are storing up wrath like a man who collects snake eggs, bringing them into his warm house where they will one day hatch and destroy him. 

Many people believe that, because they have not yet felt the judgment of God for their sins, that God must approve of their attitudes and behaviour. But they do not realize why God is showing them the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience. 

The reason why God is showing them these qualities of grace, and not judging them immediately, is not because He approves or turns a blind eye to their sins. It is God's desire that His kindness will lead them toward repentance. To presume upon that kindness is to show contempt for what God is trying to do. 

Unbelievers think that, when they commit a foul act but are unpunished in this life, that they "got away with it". Too often man draws a false conclusion from the silence and inaction of God. But God is patient and longsuffering, not willing that any should perish.

2nd Peter 3:9:- “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” 

Paul reminds us that God's judgment is a righteous judgment. But how is God's judgment a righteous judgment? God's judgment is righteous because it is based on a single, unchanging standard. There are no double standards with God and there is no partiality either. Thus, God's judgment is equal for all and reflects His perfectly balanced character of righteousness and holiness.

But what is God's single standard? That is seen in verse 6, which is a quote of both Psalm 62:12 and Proverbs. 24:12:- "He will render to every man according to his deeds:". 

In the next 5 verses Paul reminds us that the “judgement of God” will be according to one’s deeds. If we took verses 6-11 by themselves, it would be easy to conclude that they teach salvation by works. They seem to say that those who do good works will thereby earn eternal life.

But it should be clear that it cannot mean that, otherwise it would be flatly contradicting the 150 passages in the New testament that clearly state that salvation is by faith alone apart from works. 

How then are we to understand this passage?

Firstly, we must understand that this passage does not deal with believers; only with unbelievers.

Secondly, we need to understand that, as far as God is concerned, good works do not begin until a person has been born again.

When the people asked Jesus, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?"  -  Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."  (John 6-28-29)

So, as far as God is concerned, the very first good work that anyone can do is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. From God’s perspective, all of a person’s past works before salvation were sinful and unacceptable. But the shed blood of Jesus Christ has wiped out the past.

For those who have believed on Jesus Christ, God Himself cannot find any charge against them for which to sentence them to Hell. Once they are saved, they begin to practice good works; not necessarily good works in the world’s eyes, but good works as God sees them. Their good works are the result of salvation, not the meritorious cause. At the Judgement Seat of Christ, their works will be evaluated and they will be rewarded for all faithful service.

But these people that Paul addresses in verse 6 are unbelievers who have rejected Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. All of their supposed “righteousness will be seen as “filthy, unacceptable rags” by God. Their condemning sin will be that they have not believed on Jesus Christ as Lord. Beyond that, Luke 12:47-48 tells us that their “works” will determine the degree of their punishment in Hell.

Note that there is a colon at the end of verse 6, meaning that vs. 7-11 will detail how this standard of judgment will be applied by God to all humanity across time and race, without partiality. 

Simply put, God's standard is:-"you reap what you sow." Galatians 6:7:-“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.” God will measure the final harvest of all our deeds.

Paul is not talking about salvation in this passage. He is not showing us how men are saved, because man is not saved by his deeds. He is showing us why man is lost, why he is condemned, and that his evil deeds are an evidence of this condemnation. It is because of stubbornness and an unrepentant heart that we will be judged. 

John 3:19:- “And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil” 
Jesus Christ is the Light Who came into the world. He is the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. He willingly died for the sins of the whole world.

But do men love Him for this? No!!  They resent and despise Him. They prefer the fleeting pleasure of their sins to having Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, so they reject Him. Just as some creeping things scamper away from the light, so wicked men flee from the Presence of Christ.

Having provided salvation for the human race, the Lord Jesus who was judged for our sins now judges those who rejected salvation in Him. John 5:22-27 tells us that the Father has committed all judgment to the Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

According to our verse 6, God's judgment in the life of a person is an individual matter. In other words, every person will be judged according to their own merits. 

If you are an unbeliever, you will not pay for the sins of another and neither will another man be judged for your sins. Your condemning sin will be that you rejected the Saviour of the world, Jesus Christ. God's judgment will be fair and tailored to each individual life.

The self-righteous moralist tends to want to lump everyone together and condemn them all by judging them by his own, biased standard. The Jews felt that since their nation was chosen by God, that they would escape individual punishment. 

Paul didn't want the Jew deceiving himself by a false sense of security, thinking that his heritage was enough to put him in a right standing with God. Jesus had made it very clear that the Jews should stop presuming on their descent from Abraham as an automatic passport to Heaven.

The Jew felt that since he belonged collectively to the nation of Israel he would not be denied eternal life, no matter what he may do in this life, including turning from God. This is how strongly the Jews felt of their national heritage. 

But they did not get this attitude from the Scriptures. In their pride they created it in their own minds. Being part of a collective group does not save, whether that group is Israel or the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Identification alone with a group won't do it. Identification with the risen Saviour, by faith in Him alone, will.

Lots of people today have the notion that if they go to church occasionally they will be automatically saved. Granted the church has the message of eternal life, but each individual must accept that for himself. This is part of what Paul means when he says in Romans 2:6 that God "will render to every man according to his deeds:” {works}."

The responsibility falls on the individual and his individual choices. Every time we make a choice, we are turning the central part of our being, the part that chooses, into something a little different than what it was before.  Through our choices and decisions in life we are becoming either a creature that is in harmony with God and with others, - or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God and with others.

To be the one kind of creature is heavenly, it is joy and peace and knowledge and power; - to be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness. Each of us, at each moment, is progressing to the one state or the other. In very eloquent terms, that is saying the same thing Paul brings out here. 

In the first coming of the Son of God Jesus Christ, the loving character of God was revealed with greatest emphasis. At the second coming of Jesus Christ, the righteous judgment of God will be revealed most clearly.

God is a righteous God. He judges men and he assesses wrath against those who do wrong. No matter what the outward life may be like, He sees the inward heart and judges on that basis. There is a righteous judgment awaiting every human being on earth. It comes, in part, all through life, because we experience the wrath of God in degrees even now. 

But a day is coming when it all will be manifested, one way or the other. 

The question Paul brings out here is this:- What do you really want out of life? What are you seeking?

If you want God's very own life, if you want to be His kind of a person, if you want to honour Him and be of value to Him -- if that is what you really want above everything else, then you will find it. God will personally draw you to the source of eternal life. In the context of the whole Scriptures, this means you will find your way to Jesus Christ, for He is life eternal. 

1st John 5:12 says that, “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life”

Anyone who truly seeks to find God will find Him. You will find Him as your Redeemer and Lord and Saviour. 

But what do you really want? If what you really want is not God, but pleasure and fame and wealth and power and prominence. 

If you want to be the centre of things and have everybody thinking of you and looking at you and serving you -- then, according to this passage:- “you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

God plays no favourites. He has no pets.  He is completely impartial. Church member or pagan, civilized or savage, white, brown, red, black or yellow, it makes no difference before God. There is no way out, except one, and that is what He wants us to see. 

God's love is helping us to see that there is only one way to deal with sin -- admit it is there, and recognize that God has already dealt with it in Christ. On that basis, God offers us full and free forgiveness. There is no other way. That is why God tells us the truth as it is. 

God, in great love and at tremendous cost, has provided a way out. It is that we surrender self and acknowledge God’s sovereignty over our lives. 

We must freely admit that we are sinners who fall short of God’s glory. We need to give up self-seeking and living for ourselves, and begin to live for the God who created us and for the Saviour Who gave His life for us. 

C. S. Lewis says the principle of giving up self runs all through life, from top to bottom:- Give up yourself, and you will find your real self.  Lose your life, and you will save it.  Keep back nothing. Nothing that you have not given away will ever be really yours.  Nothing in you that has not died will ever be raised from the dead. 

Look out for yourself only and you will find, in the long run, only hatred, loneliness, despair,  rage,  ruin, and decay. But look for Christ, and you will find Him, and with Him, everything else thrown in.  - This is the Gospel. 

This is what this tremendous passage is aiming at, - that we might realize there is no hope, none whatsoever, except in a day-by-day yielding to the plan and the programme of God, as we find it in Jesus Christ our Lord.

MESSAGE 18

Romans 2:7-11:-

7. “to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life;

8. but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.

9. There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,

10. but glory and honour and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

11. For there is no partiality with God.”

In Chapter 2, Paul deals with the second type of man who rejects the Gospel. This person is the self-righteous moralist, who is outwardly decent, good-living, and clean-cut.  Inwardly, however, he is filled with resentments, jealousies, murder, hatred, and envy. His attitudes are as wrong as the actions of those in chapter 1 who are outwardly evil, twisted and depraved. 

The problem is that such men delude themselves by thinking that everything is going to be all right with them. Because they have maintained a certain respectable facade, they think that God is going to overlook the inner sins of their life. They smugly believe that there is going to be no judgment for them because everything appears to be fine.

As I mentioned previously, many Jews during Paul's day thought that because they were of the physical lineage of Abraham they would not be held accountable for their actions. The attitude with many of them was to ignore their responsibility to God and live any way they chose. They mistaken believed that their eternal reward was secure simply by being identified with the nation of Israel. 

But as we saw in verse 6, God "will render to every man according to his deeds." In other words, when it comes to the judgment of men, be they Jew or Gentile, God will look at what they did in this life with the knowledge of God that they had. Keep in mind, that the judgment we're talking about in our text is a judgment, which is directed only toward those who choose not to believe in the God who found a way to overcome the penalty of sin by faith in Jesus Christ. 

What is the penalty of sin? Romans 6:23:- “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

This death refers to eternal death in the sense that the soul will forever be separated from God. The sinner apart from Christ is spiritually dead, that is, separated from God because of the barrier of sin in his life. 

Man has three parts that makes up his being: - body, soul, and spirit. 

In physical death the soul is separated from the body so that the body can no longer interact with the world around it. 

In spiritual death the spirit is separated from God, so that the soul of man can have no interaction with the Heavens and God.  

Spiritual death in this life can be either temporary or permanent. If the sinner, lost and undone, accepts Christ as his Saviour, then God the Holy Spirit regenerates or makes that person spiritually alive. After regeneration the new believer has rapport with God his Father. Through prayer, he is able to actually communicate and speak to Almighty God Himself.

However, if the sinner leaves this life unregenerate; that is, he makes no attempt to rectify his spiritual deficiency while he walks this earth, then that spiritual death becomes eternal. He is forever, eternally separated from God.

We should remember that the “judgement of God” that Paul is referring to from verse 5 onwards is the Great White Throne Judgement for all unbelievers. No true born again believer will ever appear at the Great White Throne Judgement.

﻿
Paul's point in all of this is that neither Jew or Gentile will escape that judgment if they choose not to embrace God's way of salvation. If they choose their own way of salvation by identification with a particular group or any other means outside of God's means, then their judgment will be sure and it will be a just judgment from God according to their works.

If you try to work your way to heaven through good works you will be judged according to those works or lack thereof. All works done in the energy of the flesh will always come up short of God's perfect standard, which is why Christ, our perfect Representative, was sent to stand in our place.

This portion of Romans can be a difficult one if we don't see what Paul is trying to get across. We need to understand that Paul is illustrating the Law, not the Gospel. It is the law that says the wages of sin is death. It is the law that says that those who wish to remain under the Law must live their lives without breaking even one of its precepts.

Are Christians still under the Law today? There are some deluded and confused people who would say that we are. But Romans 6:14 says:- .”for you are not under law but under grace”.
Also, in Romans 7:4 we read:- “Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ,……………….”

Paul says in Romans 7:6:- “But now we have been delivered from the law……………….”

Many other passages of Scripture such as Galatians 2:19; 3:13; 24-25; 1st Timothy 1:8-9; Hebrews 7:19 make it abundantly clear that the believer today is not under law, but under grace

The fact that believers are NOT under the Ten Commandments is distinctly stated in 2nd Corinthians 3:7-11. You see, Christ, not the Law, is the believer’s pattern today.

Where there is Law, there must also be penalty and the penalty for breaking the Law is death. It is not enough to keep the Law for a day, or a month, or a year. One must continue to keep it for the entire term of one’s natural life. It is not enough to keep just the 10 Commandments.  All 600 and some laws in the 5 books of Moses must be strictly obeyed.

The Law does not ask men to believe. It does not even ask men to try to keep the 10 Commandments. It calls for strict, complete and perfect obedience, as was so clearly taught in Leviticus. The law says: “Do and live” whereas faith says: “Believe and live”.

The penalty for breaking even one of the commandments of the law is Death. But the Son of God Jesus Christ died in our place to pay the penalty of the broken law. As a result of this, those who are IN Christ are therefore delivered from the Law and from its penalty.

But certain principles of the Law are of abiding value and these precepts apply to all people of all ages. Idolatry, adultery, murder and theft are basically and inherently wrong. They are just as wrong for believers as they are for unbelievers!

Furthermore, nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the Epistles in the New Testament. The only one that is not repeated is the one concerning the Sabbath. Nowhere are Christians ever told to keep the Sabbath, or 7th day of the week, for that commandment is ceremonial, rather than moral.

It should also be mentioned, that the nine Commandments which are repeated in the Epistles are not given as law, but as "instruction in righteousness" for the people of God.

In other words, God does not say to Christians, - "If you steal you are condemned to death." or, "if you commit an immoral act you will lose your salvation." Rather, He says, "I have saved you by My grace. Now I want you to live a holy life out of love for Me." "And if you want to know what I expect of you, you will find it throughout the New Testament." There you will find nine of the Ten commandments repeated.

While it is true that Believers are no longer under the Law of bondage, but instead under the Law of Liberty;  This is liberty to do what is right in God's sight. - not liberty to do anything that we please!

The Law of Moses required you to love your neighbour, but it did not give you the power to do so! - and condemned you if you failed.!! But under grace, you are given the power to love your neighbor and you are rewarded by God when you do it! You don't do it in order to be saved, but because you are saved.!!
With that as background, we can see why the apostle says, that God will punish the wicked and reward the righteous. This is perfectly consistent with what Paul afterwards teaches, that there are none righteous, no, not one. There are none who so obey the law as to be entitled to the life which it promises.

If there could be found one person who genuinely was doing good at all times, they could earn eternal life of their own accord. But outside of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who not only perfectly kept the Law, but also fulfilled it, there is none. Everyone in some way or another at some time are or have been or will be self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness instead. But the Gospel of Jesus Christ provides a plan of justification without works, a plan for saving from Hell those whom the law condemns to death.

With all of that said, Paul goes on to explain the difference between the works of those who believe in Christ as their Saviour, and the works of those who do not. The works of genuine born again believers are given in our verse 7:- “to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life;”

Paul distinguishes between two kinds of people. And these two classes of people are characterized by two different ways of life. Those who do good in God’s sight and those who do evil. These distinctions separate the believer from the unbeliever, - not by way of works but by way of obedience. The believer is seen as one who has obeyed God and the unbeliever one who has not. 

As stated before if we took verses 6-11 by themselves, it would be easy to mistakenly conclude that they teach salvation by works. At first glance, verses 6-11 by themselves seem to say that those who do good works will earn eternal life by their own efforts. 

But that would fly in the face of the 150 or so verses in the New Testament that clearly state that salvation is by faith alone apart from works. Remember that this passage does not deal with believers; - only with unbelievers.

Secondly, we need to understand that, as far as God is concerned, good works that are acceptable to Him do not begin until a person has been born again. When the people asked Jesus, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?"  -  Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."  (John 6-28-29)

So, as far as God is concerned, the very first good work that anyone can do is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. From God’s perspective, all of a person’s past works before salvation were sinful and totally unacceptable. Let’s face it. - God has given us His most precious possession, His one and only Son. If we refuse to receive Him, do we think God is going to accept anything we offer to do or give instead?

Once a person is genuinely reborn spiritually, they begin to practice good works; not necessarily good works in the world’s eyes, but good works as God sees them. Their good works are the result of their salvation, never the cause of it.

The believer of verse 7 is a seeker. He is one who sought and found the truth and ideally continues in the same work. This group of people are those who have a righteousness which comes from Christ, not themselves. 

In other words, this group of people are Christians who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. Their good works are not earning them eternal life, but are coming from thankful hearts to Christ who has given them eternal life. And, because they have the Spirit of Christ, they persevere in loving the Lord by doing good and seeking to glorify Him, as they seek the glory, the honour and the immortality He has promised for them.

We see this in what Jesus says in Luke 8:15:-"And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.”
The “good soil” represents true believers. They not only received the Word of God but also allowed it to shape their lives. They were teachable and obedient, developing true Christian character and producing fruit for God.

This group in verse 7, realize that they have no righteousness in themselves, but totally rely on the righteousness of Christ on their behalf. These believers look forward, as did Abraham by faith, "looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God." 

To persevere in doing good works looks at the tenacity of the believer. Perseverance or endurance is a measuring device in the Christian life.  It is the daily result of faith that allows us to press on to the goal of the glory of God. It means that we keep ourselves focused on what God has for us in time as well as in eternity. 

And it is in that atmosphere that we have the production of good works. The word “good” is ”Agathos”, which immediately separates it from “Kalos”, which refers to the relative good that man can do. 

This word in verse 7 looks at “good” that is of intrinsic value, incomparable, Divine good. We must look at good works not according to our own standards but according to God's.

I Thessalonians 1:3:- “ { We are}”constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,”

The believers work towards god is a work of faith, and the believers work towards man is a work of love. There is not merit in either one, both are non-meritorious. We have faith in God and we can love one another only because Christ first loved us and we love others as He loved us. 

So then, what distinguishes the believer in his work? – It is his faith towards God and His love towards other believers. At the end of verse 7 we see that God will award eternal life to all who manifest this evidence of a true conversion experience. 

“Eternal Life” is spoken of in several ways in the New Testament. John 5:24 says that it is a present possession which we receive the moment we are converted. And in our verse 7 and also in Romans 6:22 it is a future possession which will be ours when we receive our glorified bodies at the time of the Rapture.

Jesus said, "for the tree is known by its fruit."  (Matthew 12:33) In other words, if a tree is good, its fruit is good. The proof of a believer's conversion into eternal life is whether or not he serves the One who saved him by producing fruit for God. 

If a pig goes to the altar and prays and, after returning is still a pig, then this is not a believer but a deluded lost soul. But if a pig goes to the altar and prays and, after returning is a sheep of God, then the conversion was true toward salvation. 

It is possible for both a sheep and a pig to fall into a mud hole, but the huge difference in their natures becomes immediately evident in their reaction. The pig is perfectly happy. He rolls over on his back, singing "Home Sweet Home." But the sheep is very disturbed,  unhappy and miserable, and earnestly desires to get out of the mud hole. 

Simply joining the Church or trying to keep the 10 commandments saves no one, no more than being a person born into Israel does. There is simply nothing that man can contribute or do to earn or deserve salvation. Only faith in Christ for salvation through repentance of sin leads to the changed life characteristic of the Christian. Eternal life is not a reward for effort; it is a gift to those who trust Christ. 

Paul goes on to make a contrast in verses 8 and 9:- Let’s look at verse 8 first:- “but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.

In contrast to the believer who seeks the things of God and is obedient in faith, here the unbeliever seeks things of self and does not obey the truth. The word, “selfishly ambitious” is translated elsewhere,  “self-seeking” and it contrasts directly with the seeking of the things of god in the previous verse. “Selfish ambition” is having great plans for the self, with little or no thought about God.  This really is the very essence of sin, the "I Don't Need You" attitude expressed to God as we plot the career of the self, hoping to catapult the self to human glory. 

The tragedy here is that while we are self-seeking, we are enslaved to obey unrighteousness. Thus, we become self-seeking slaves of sin. This is who we all are apart from Jesus Christ. Those who are selfishly ambitious, who reject God's truth, and follow evil Paul says, will not escape God's wrath and judgement. God will punish those who are seeking anything and anyone other than the Creator for eternal life.

Paul says that these self-seeking, “selfishly ambitious” people do not obey the truth. The expression, “do not obey” is the Greek Apeitheo, which means "To not allow oneself to be persuaded, - - to refuse, or withhold belief". 

What truth is it that these self-seeking unbelievers will not allow themselves to be persuaded to believe? It is the truth about God, - about Christ Himself, - the Holy Spirit, - man - sin - salvation and all the other great doctrines of Christianity.

These people have never answered the Gospel call.

These self-seeking unbelievers make a conscious decision to reject the truth about Jesus Christ. Instead, they obey unrighteousness as their master, and this results in their lives being characterised by strife, bickering and disobedience. – sure proof that they were never saved. The description is of a life that is totally lived for self. 

Once man begins to judge others this is the end result. Very soon no one will be good enough for them. What awaits the life lived for self? 

Verse 9 makes this clear:-“There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,

The word, “tribulation”, here refers to great pressure, oppression and affliction. Whereas the word, “distress” carries the idea of dire calamity, suffering and anguish. 

The expression, “of the Jew first and also of the Greek, shows that the “judgement of God” will be according to privilege, or light received. Historically, because the Jews were first in line for the Gospel and according to Romans 2:10, first in line for reward, then they are also first in line for judgment. (Romans 1:16; 2:10)

The fact that Paul mentions Jews and Greeks shows us that there is no birthright to the Jew. They have tribulation and distress waiting for them just like the Greek. Consider what a kick in the teeth this was to the Jew who considered himself so much better than the Gentile. The Jews had the truths of God's Word, and yet insisted on creating vain fables of the "Uncertain lineage of Christ". 

The Jewish historian Josephus said that the orthodox Jews of that time even went so far as to say that Jesus was the son of a harlot, without known earthly father. The Jews paid others to say that the resurrection was false, that Jesus' body was taken out of the tomb by His disciples. The Jews also refuted the account of the “Transfiguration of Christ” on the mount saying it was simply another fable.

But Peter is emphatic that the apostolic account of the Transfiguration was not based on fables or myths. 2nd Peter 1:16:- "For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. "

The 3 eyewitnesses to this spectacular event were Peter, James and John. On the mount these 3  men saw the Lord Jesus in the same glory that He will have when He reigns on the earth for 1,000 years.

This literally fulfilled the Lord’s Words spoken in Matthew 16:28:- "Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.''

Titus was charged by the apostle Paul to warn false teachers against Jewish fables and commandments of men who, like the self-righteous moralist of chapter 2, turn from the truth.

Titus 1:13-14:

13.  “This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 

14.  not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.”

As Paul discussed earlier, these were those who "suppressed, or, held down the truth"  in a misguided attempt to maintain their own lost status quo.

Paul goes on to contrast those in verses 8 and 9, who will receive God's wrath for their rebellion, by saying in Romans 2:10-11:- 

10. “but glory and honour and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

11. For there is no partiality with God.”

The expression, “Does good” is a Greek word meaning "To work out to the finish". Let us not forget that no one can do good, as far as God is concerned, unless he has first placed his faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. So, as far as God is concerned, the very first good work that anyone can do is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. From God’s perspective, all of a person’s past works before salvation were sinful and unacceptable.

Every man who keeps working diligently for God in this life, who stays on the pathway of righteousness, lays up for himself reward in the next life. Paul himself fell into this category and as he approached the time of his death, he said these words:-

2nd Timothy 4:6-8:-

6. “ For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

7.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

8.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

The reward promised to those who keep working diligently for God in this life is not the reward of salvation. We already possess salvation through our faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul says that "glory, honour and peace" is the reward for those who like Paul, fight the good fight, finish the race and keep believing in and obeying the faith. It's ultimate expression will be realized in heaven, but we taste it even in this life, as Christ's glory shines through us, as we live for His glory. 

We demonstrate His honour and we experience the peace which passes all understanding. A peace which is real, where we are no longer at war with God because of unbelief, but we have a peace whereby we can cry out “Abba, Father.” 

That kind of peace didn't come cheap. It came at a great price through the death of a Sacrifice prepared by God the Father Himself on our behalf. This was His own dearly beloved Son, the Lamb of God, who came to take away our sin. This peace is not restricted to any particular group of people but is extended to the world; "for there is no partiality with God".

John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."

Verse 11 - “For there is no partiality with God.”
The word, “partiality” comes from two Greek words put together: “to receive” and “face.” It means to judge things on the basis of externals, or pre-conceived notions. 

The rabbis taught that God did show partiality towards the Jews; they said:-"God will judge the Gentiles with one measure and the Jews with another.” 

But God's judgment will come without favouritism.  Man judges with bias and partiality: "his sin is worse than mine.” However, thankfully, God's judgment is impartial: all sin is sin, no matter what. 

There is perfect fairness in God's judgment. It does not matter who you are, or what is your background. It doesn't matter if you are wealthy or poor. It doesn't matter if you're educated or uneducated. God is not impressed by degrees or by money. Your position in society doesn't matter to God. Everyone will be judged impartially.

Favouritism is something we show to people we deem to be more worthy than others. But in showing favouritism, we do not treat people fairly. But God will treat no one unfairly. There will be no opportunity to accuse God of unjust judgment.

This verse simply states that no one receives special treatment from the Lord! He doesn't single some out for Heaven and others out for Hell. No considerations of race, place or face will ever influence Him.
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Romans 2:12-13:-

12.  “For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law 

13.  (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;”

We must remember that these two verses are not addressed to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ; although there is much that believers can learn from them.

Paul's statement in Romans 2:11, "For there is no partiality with God." would shock the Jew, for he considered himself deserving of special treatment because his nation was chosen by God. Verses 12-16 expand the point that the judgement of God will be according to the measure of light that a person receives.

Two classes of people are in view here; - those who do not have the Mosaic Law (the Gentiles) and those who are under the Mosaic Law. (the Jews) This includes everyone except that special group who are in the Church of God. i.e., - Christians.

In 1st Corinthians 10:32, the apostle Paul divides the entire human race into three classes. “Give no offence, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God,”

1.  The Jews of course are the nation of Israel.

2.  The “Greeks” are the unconverted Gentiles, and;

3.  The church of God includes all true born again believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, whether of Jewish or Gentile stock.

Our verse tells us clearly that anyone who is not in union with Jesus Christ will be judged on the basis of what he knows, not on the basis of what someone else knows. I think what the Apostle is doing here is trying to answer all possible objections that might come from the “self-righteous "moralist” of the early part of chapter 2. 

The moralist may come back at Paul and say:- "You say God is impartial and that He's going to render to every man according to his deeds. How can that be fair? The Jews had the Ten Commandments, the Mosaic Law, the prophets, the Old Testament, etc., while some people don't have any of that. 

What about the people who have never been exposed to the Word of God? Will they still be held accountable?" The answer to that question Paul says is "Yes, they will!" 

“O.K.”, says Paul, “let me make it quite clear that the Jew who knows the Mosaic Law and sinned anyway will be judged by the Mosaic Law. But the one who doesn't know the Mosaic Law won't be judged by that Law. He will nevertheless perish, however, because he sinned against what he did know. And while his punishment may not be as severe, it will be fully deserved.

The Greek word for “perish” in verse 12 is Apollumi, which means "to be under a judgmental death". This applies to all unbelievers today.

It’s worth noting that this word, “Apollumi” is never used for Christians in the Bible. When a Christian dies he is said "to sleep". – That is, his body only sleeps. There is no such thing as “soul sleep”. The real “you” is the soul, not the body. 

At the moment of physical death the body is said to “sleep”, while the real person, the soul is, “absent from the body and immediately face to face with the Lord”. The Christian's death is always described in peaceful and restful terms, whereas the unbeliever is said to "perish", "die", or "suffer death".

The point Paul is making is that men will perish, not because they did not hear, but because they did not do what they knew was right. God's righteous judgment is not withheld because someone has heard the law; it is only held back if someone has done the law.

The Jews, who were given the Law of God, were accountable to live by the same Law. The Jew may think that he is saved because he has the law; but has he kept it?  No!

The Gentile may think that he is saved because he does not have the law, but has he kept the dictates of his own conscience?  - Again, No!

The Gentiles, who were not given the Law, were accountable to God through His natural revelation in the world around them. They were accountable to God through the disclosure of God’s existence through nature and in their consciences. – Yet they suppressed this truth and chose to ignore God.

All who die outside of union with Christ, that is, all who have rejected God’s bountiful free gift of eternal life through His Son, Jesus Christ, shall be judged by either written Law (the Mosaic Code) or by unwritten Law (Natural Revelation). No unbeliever escapes judgment.

I often hear it said that the heathen are lost because they haven't heard of Christ and haven't accepted Him. My friend, they are lost because they are sinners. That's the condition of all mankind. Romans 3:23 says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
People will be condemned, not because they have the law or do not have the law, but because they have sinned.  All are judged because all are guilty, because all are sinners. All men choose to wilfully disobey God.  Men are not saved by the light they have; they are judged by the light they have. 

That means that God will say to that individual, "You had a certain standard of morality written on your hearts and in your conscience.  You also clearly discerned My handiwork through creation and through nature. "Did you do the right, and not the wrong?"   Did you earnestly seek more light? By that standard, of course, everyone fails. 

Paul makes clear that this is true. “For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law……,” Likewise, all who sin under the Mosaic law, those who have come under that law being the Jews, and any other who chooses that path, will be judged according to the Mosaic law. In other words, judgment for sin can come with or without the Mosaic law.

No principle could be sounder. Men are held responsible for what they know, or might know if they would follow the light given to them. They are not condemned for ignorance, unless that ignorance is the result of the wilful rejection of light. 

John 3:19:-"Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil" 

Jesus Christ is the Light Who came into the world. He is the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. He willingly died for the sins of the whole world.  But do men love Him for this?   No!!  They resent and despise Him.

They prefer the fleeting pleasure of their sins to having Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, so they reject Him. Paul says that all such people will face their Creator, but not all will be judged with the exact same measure. 

Let’s move on to verse 13:- (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; 

Paul says that, “not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God. This word, “hearers” is the Greek word “Akroates.”  The Akroates. were professional men back in the time of Christ who attended synagogues on a regular basis to listen to the reading of the Law. 

These men had no real relationship with the Father: what they did was on the scale of empty ritualism and religious behaviour. They were akin to the people of our era who attend Church regularly, hear the sermon preached, and yet never pay attention to the intent of the message in the sermon. 

James describes these people very well. James 1:22-25:-

22.  “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

23.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 

24.  for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 

25.  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.”

It is easy to attend a Bible study, share the lesson, and discuss it; but it is much more difficult to go out into life in the workaday world and put into practice what we have learned. The blessing from God does not come in hearing  the Word, but in doing the Word. If we are swift to hear it will make us swift to obey.

How often do we bow our heads when we come to church and say with Samuel of old “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears”    (1st Samuel 3:9) A person who is really serious about the Word of God is quick to listen. He listens attentively to what the Bible says, and especially when the Bible is being preached from the pulpit. 

This person will be saved from a life full of disasters, traumas and heartache if he will only continue to listen attentively to the Word of God! If the apostle Peter had listened to what the Lord had said there wouldn't have been the tears and sobs of sorrow the following day. 

How much do we know of the quiet, silent waiting on God? Do we have the longing for the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth and to impress upon our hearts that truth? Do we come to the house of God ready to hear what the Lord has to say to us? 

Sadly, there are times when many are not ready to hear what God has to say to them through His Word.  They are too preoccupied with lesser things, and far too busy, to keep alert and to hear what God has to say to them. God’s Word is for our benefit, for our blessing and spiritual development, that our characters may grow as we move toward spiritual maturity.

The first characteristic that God is looking for in His children is a readiness and an eager hunger for the Word of Truth. He wants them to be swift to hear what He has to say to them through His Word. 

There is a beautiful illustration of this truth in the life of King David. (2nd Samuel 23:14-17). David was hiding from the Philistines who were in possession of Bethlehem. He yearned for a drink of the cool water from the well in Bethlehem, a well that he had often visited in his boyhood and youth. He did not issue an order to his men; he simply said to himself:-

2nd Samuel 23:15:-"Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!'' 

Three of his mighty men heard their king sigh for the water, and they risked their lives to secure the water and bring it to him. They were “swift to hear.”

A "doer" of God’s Word is someone who listens and obeys God's Word. He acts on his convictions. However, a "hearer" is someone who passively sits under the teaching of God's Word and it has no effect on him. It goes in one ear and out the other. They are in church by default.

Doing or obeying the Word is a mark of a serious and committed Christian. We have a responsibility to respond to the Word with concrete action when we hear it. – We must apply it and use it.!

According to James, the person who only hears the word of God but never obeys it, is simply “deceiving themselves” If we consistently neglect or disobey God's Word while claiming to walk with the Lord, we deceive ourselves. This is a sure sign of spiritual deadness. 

These people have no sense of accountability to what they hear. The Christian who fools himself that he actively participates in Christianity by attending church and listening to Bible teaching without applying what he has heard is simply wasting his time.

Many people have the mistaken idea that hearing a good sermon or Bible study is what makes them grow and get God’s blessing. But it is not simply making up the numbers and hearing the Word, it is the “doing” that brings the blessing. Self-deception is one of the worst forms of deception. And sadly, there are many caught in this insidious trap today.

James states that we deceive ourselves if we think that God’s Word has accomplished its work in our lives simply because we managed to sit through a sermon. It is also useless if you have to be dragged kicking and screaming to church when you really don’t want to be there. Such pseudo phoney worship is totally unacceptable to a holy God.

Chuck Swindoll makes the following observation about those who hear the Word of God but never act on it or obey it in their lives:- “A person would be insane to hear his physician diagnose his ailment as a rapidly growing tumour, and think that just because he had talked with his doctor, the growth would suddenly disappear …”

Likewise, just being exposed to the truth won’t make us mature. Nor will it alone – without application – solve one problem. In James 1:23, James says that “If anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;” The one who only hears God's Word, without doing it, has the same sense and stability as a man who looks into a mirror and immediately forgets what he saw; The information received does no good in the man's life. It doesn’t cause him to make any adjustments or changes in his life.

Previously, James compared the Word of God to seed; but in this verse, he compares it to a mirror. What is the main purpose for owning a mirror? Well, the main purpose is to be able to see yourself as you really are and make yourself look as clean and neat as possible. As we look into the mirror of God’s Word, we see ourselves as we really are.  – As God sees us. 

The sharpness of the sword of God’s Word cuts through all of the hypocrisy and phoniness and exposes it to the light. As we look into the mirror of God’s Word, we see ourselves as we really are. – warts and all.

One of the major goals of Scripture is transformation of character. Why did James use the analogy of a mirror? Well, a mirror shows us our dirty face and we can correct this by washing our face.  But the man who casually glances at the Word and looks away is like the man who looks in the mirror and sees that his face is dirty but goes away and does nothing about it.

If we look at the mirror of God's Word and do not wash our soul by confessing sin, then we are not applying the principles of God’s Word to our daily experience in life. When we disassociate God's Word from our lives we dislocate its transforming power from our lives. 

If the Word of God does not cause us to see our true spiritual condition, then there is something very wrong with our understanding of its principles or its applications. How many of us would find a black smudge on our face in the mirror and go out to dinner without wiping it off? Yet we do that spiritually! We move about with spiritually dirty faces, with lives out of sync with God.

Many sincere believers read a chapter of the Bible each day, but it has become only a religious exercise and they fail to profit from it personally. Their conscience would bother them if they did NOT have their daily reading, -when actually their conscience should bother them because they read the Word carelessly. – or too casually.!! We must never trivialize the vital importance and power of the Word of God. 

A superficial reading of the Bible will never reveal our deepest needs. It is the difference between a candid photograph and an X-ray.

Perhaps one reason we only glance into the Word instead of gazing deeply into it is that we are afraid of what we might see! We don’t want to be convicted by God’s Word and by His Spirit. Those Christians who do not apply the principles of God's Word to their daily experience live in utter self-deception. 

The Bible will reveal our sin to us even when we would like to deny the reality of who and what we are. But so many will not transfer the principles of God's Word to their lives. Do you know why? They are afraid of the implications. They do not want to let go of their sin.

The issue is that they believe in the value of their sin over the value of God's Word so they adjust their living to their own set of values rather than God's values. They want to forget as quickly as possible how they look to God. They cannot stand the thought that they live inconsistently with God's plan so they deny it to themselves. They try, in a sense, to hide from God, just like Adam and Eve did in the Garden.

This is an issue of honesty with self. Many look into the mirror of God’s Word and see clearly that they have a character flaw but neglect the Word and move on. These people don’t allow the Word to make any impact on their characters. They don’t want to change their characters because it might affect some value they hold dearly, contrary to God's plan for their life. But the Christian life goes beyond appearance. – It’s all about character.!! 

The only way that we can truly see ourselves through God’s eyes is to carefully look into the mirror of God's Word. – The Bible. If we do not know we have cancer, we will not go for surgery. If a non-Christian does not see himself as sinful, he will see no need for a Saviour. 

If a Christian does not see his sin, he will not confess sin. The spiritual Christian wants to go beyond appearances and the façade, to the reality of what he really is. 

Appearance is one thing but reality is quite often another. Today, we live in a superficial, ritualistic society that concerns itself very little with reality. Appearances and phoney facades are everything to many people. 

But a spiritual Christian concerns himself more with what he really IS, than how he appears to others. Let’s face it; the Christian life takes concentration and commitment. It is one thing to read the Bible but it is quite another to find its doctrines. It takes concentration and desire to find the operating principles for our life. 

Unfortunately, many people today do not want to concentrate, nor do they want to let go of their pet sins, so they do not find these principles for living. They live by superficial crumbs that will not give them structure and stability for their lives. All Christians need to assess their lives from the mirror of God’s Word.

2nd Corinthians 13:5-6:-"Examine yourselves {through the Word of God} as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is IN you?—unless indeed you are disqualified {false – fail to pass the test}. But I trust that you will know that we are not disqualified" 

When it comes to the Word of God, we should not simply be hearers who flippantly dismiss what we hear. A genuine "doer of the work"  always is quick to ask God to examine him with the Word. It is one thing to have an extensive knowledge of the Bible but it is another to confidently apply it to experience. 

We need to cry out to the Lord as David did in Psalm 139:23-24:-

23.  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; 

24.  And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.”

The person who consistently lives out in his daily life the principles of the Word has an inner prosperity of soul. He loves to read the Word of God at every opportunity.

Psalm 1:1-2:-

1.  “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

2.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.”

Those “doers” of God’s Word are happy and fulfilled people according to the Words of Jesus in John 13:17:-"If you know these things, happy are you if you do them.”

There are those who desire to acquire knowledge for its own value--and this is a dishonourable vanity. But there are some who desire to have it to edify others and this is charity..;  And there are others who desire it so that they may be edified and enlightened and live righteously for God, - this is wisdom.

A person is not blessed in proportion to the amount of Biblical knowledge they accumulate. The blessing comes when they obey what God has revealed to them. They will be richly blessed in their souls because it is consistent with God's plan for their life. 

A person who continues in the Word is someone who lives it as a pattern of life. They don’t live it in fits and starts. 

They bring the Word of God into every situation they face in life. 

Look at the examples of the early first century believers:-Acts 2:42:-“And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”                       

When we apply the principles of God's Word to our experiences in life it will have a great impact on our daily walk with God. It will result in inner happiness, and prosperity and satisfaction of the soul. 

There is no doubt that when we faithfully keep God’s Word there is great peace, satisfaction and reward. Do you want these things, too?

John Howe once wrote:- “God is not otherwise to be enjoyed unless He is obeyed.”

God’s Word has power to transform your life. 2nd Corinthians 3:17-18:-
17.  Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

18.  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

You may explain 2nd Corinthians 3:17-18 in this way:-“When the child of God looks into the Word of God  [the glass, the mirror], he sees the Son of God, and he is transformed by the Spirit of God to share in the glory of God.!!” 

The word “transformed”  in the Greek gives us our English word “metamorphosis” — a change on the outside that comes from the inside. When an ugly caterpillar turns into a beautiful butterfly, this is called, metamorphosis. When a believer spends time looking into the Word and seeing Christ, he is also transformed in a beautiful way.

The glory on the inside is revealed on the outside in the way he lives , speaks and handles the concerns of life.

It is this same word that is translated “transfigured” in the account of the Transfiguration of Christ in Matthew 17:2. “and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.” The glory of Christ on the Mount was NOT reflected; - it was radiated from within.

You will find the same word “transformed” in Romans 12:2:-“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed  { a change on the outside that comes from the inside} by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

As we meditate on the Word, the Spirit renews the MIND and reveals the glory of God. Beloved; no one becomes a spiritual Christian overnight. It is a process; the work of the Spirit of God through the mirror of the Word of God progressively transforming you from the inside out.

Let’s now return to the apostle Paul and note that he says that only the “doers” of the Law will be justified”. Paul says that mere possession of the Law is not enough. The Mosaic Law demands perfect and continuous obedience. No one is accounted righteous or justified simply because he knows what the Law says. 

The only conceivable way of obtaining justification under the Law would be to keep it in its entirety. But since all men are sinners, it is simply impossible for them to do this. So this verse 13 is really setting forth an ideal condition, rather than something that is capable of human attainment.

The New Testament teaches emphatically that it is impossible for man to be justified by law-keeping. (Acts 13:39; Romans 3:20; Galatians 2:16; 21; 3:11)

Limitations of the Mosaic Law - The Law cannot provide justification. Galatians 2:16; Romans 3:20; Romans 3:28; Acts 13:39; Philippians 3:9.

Galatians 2:16:- "knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.”

No one can be justified by keeping the Law. You see, the Mosaic Law was not given to justify people. It was given to produce the knowledge of sin; - not the knowledge of salvation, but the knowledge of sin.

The Mosaic law was a certificate of requirements that puts man hopelessly in debt to God. This is God's public opinion against us; it is His list of charges against our sin. This is the Mosaic law!

God must stand determined against us because He cannot contradict His own essence and standards. This is why the Mosaic law demands perfection.  

As I said, the Law was not given to justify people.  It was given to produce the knowledge of sin. You know, we could never know what a crooked line was unless we also knew what a straight line was.

The law is like a straight line. When men test themselves by it, they see how crooked they really are! We can use a mirror to see that our face is dirty, but the mirror is not designed to WASH the dirty face! A thermometer will tell if a person has a fever, but swallowing the thermometer will not cure the fever!

The law is good when it is used to produce conviction of sin, but it is worthless as a saviour from sin! As Luther said, "its function is not to justify but to terrify."

Galatians 3:21 tells us that the Law cannot give eternal life. Galatians 3:2 tells us that the Law cannot send God the Holy Spirit, nor provide the divine power and energy from the Holy Spirit. The Law of Moses required you to love your neighbour, but it did not give you the power to do so!  and condemned you if you failed.!!

But under grace, you are given the power to love your neighbor and you are rewarded by God when you do it!

Romans 8:3 makes it clear that the Law is helpless in solving the problem of the sin nature in man. While fear of punishment helps keep people in line and deter some from crime, the Law can do nothing to provide victory over sin.

So, what can make it possible for people to be able to do those things that the Mosaic Law cannot do? How can a person be justified before God when Paul says in our verse 13 and in other verses, that no one can be justified by the Law?

Firstly, what does “justification” mean? Justification is God's act of grace by which He pardons a sinner and accepts him as righteous on account of the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. In other words, when a sinner places his faith and trust in Jesus Christ, God declares that person to be no longer exposed to the penalty of the LAW, but restored to His favour.

Justification is therefore that legal act whereby man’s status before God is changed forever for the good. Remission of sin, forgiveness from guilt, and freedom from punishment are part of justification. Justification occurs at the moment of a person's faith in Jesus Christ. (Romans 3:28; 5:1; Galatians 3:24)

But in order to be justified before God, a person must be given a righteousness equivalent to God’s perfect righteousness. But herein lies a major problem. In Isaiah 64:6 God says that all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags.

So how can fallen man ever hope to obtain a righteousness equivalent to God’s perfect righteousness? This is where the Gospel of Jesus Christ comes in. When a person places their faith and trust in Jesus Christ, the perfect righteousness of God is credited to them as a free gift from God! This righteousness, which is placed on the credit side of our ledger, is known as imputed righteousness or justification.  (2nd Corinthians 5:21; Romans 3:22; 4:11; 9:30-32; 4:4-5).

2nd Corinthians 5:21:-“For He made Him {Christ} who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Philippians 3:8-9:-

8.  “But indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9.  and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;”

In conclusion, if unbelievers wish to avoid the great White throne Judgement of God, here is the only way possible. 

1. Unreached: They must demonstrate a genuine desire to follow and seek more of the light given by God through nature and conscience and God will ensure that the Gospel reaches them.

2.  The Jews and non-Jews: They must recognize and accept Jesus Christ as their Messiah,  Redeemer,  Lord and Saviour.

Failure to do this while still alive on earth guarantees them of standing before God after physical death and receiving the terrible sentence of eternal incarceration in Hell forever separated from the God Who loved them and died for them.
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Romans 2:14-16:-

14.  “for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things contained in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 

15.  who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 

16.  in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.”

Verses 14 and 15 are a parenthesis, looking back to verse 12a where we learned that Gentiles, or non-Jews who sin without the law shall perish without the law. The basis for God's judgment is sin and therefore, all those who sin will pay the price of the sinner. If they knew the law and sinned, they will be judged. If they knew no law and sinned, they will still be judged! 

According to Ezekiel 18:4, 20, “The soul who sins will die!” This means that the soul that continues in sin, without repentance towards God, and faith in Christ, shall die the second death. In other words, that person shall be eternally incarcerated in Hell and separated from the Presence of God forever. 

The bottom line is pretty clear. God's judgment will be realized by all those who are caught in their sins when they leave this world. That includes every person who has ever, or will ever live – (Romans. 3:23; Galatians. 3:2) 

There is just one remedy for sin and that is the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Revelation 1:5) “To Him {Christ} who loves us and washed us from our sins in His own blood…….,” 

Now Paul explains that although the Law was not given to the Gentiles, yet they have an innate knowledge of God, and of right and wrong.

In verse 14 Paul sets a unique standard for the Gentiles: “for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things contained in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 
That last phrase " although not having the law, are a law to themselves, " is crucial here. Here Paul establishes a standard internal to themselves, which is always with them even though the written Law is not. Thus, some internal standard will be identified by Paul to witness for them or against them, as the LAW witnesses for or against those who are under the Law. 

It’s interesting that many pagan authors of Paul's day referred to the "unwritten law" within man. This is something which points us to the right way.  Although it is not embodied in written laws, it is in many ways more important than written laws. In our next verse we will see that this is referring to man’s conscience. 

While Paul says that a Gentile, may, by nature do the things contained in the law; he is careful NOT to say that a Gentile could fulfil the requirements of the law by nature. Paul is trying to make a point here to the Jews who have the Law and yet are not willing to submit to the law, which by the way, points to Jesus Christ.

He says to the Jew, 'let me try to show you how your lack of obedience is contrasted with those who are pagans and unbelievers, without the benefit of the law. Many of them actually do what the law requires, even though they were not given the law, as was given to the Jews.”

The words, “Are a law to themselves” does not mean that these "obedient Gentiles" made up their own law. We often hear the expression that someone is a “law unto himself”, meaning that they make their own rules. However, this is not Paul’s meaning. Paul’s meaning is that these Gentiles were obedient to conscience, the work of the law residing in themselves. In other words, conscience is an “intuition” of the moral law.

Paul is going to call a witness from within the Gentiles which will prove that they also are under judgment even when measuring their behaviour against their own internal standard. This "witness" Paul calls is found in verse 15:- “who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them)” 

For 1,600 years the Jews had received many favours from God. The Jew prided himself on being in possession of the divine oracles and thought this made him superior to the Gentile nations round about. But God has not left Himself without witness; to these nations He has given both the light of conscience and the light of nature.

Paul begins here by admitting the fact that moral goodness is found in Gentiles apart from the Law, "who show the work of the Law written in their hearts." Paul claims that the work of the Law is "written in their hearts." 

 He is not saying that the law is written in their hearts, as predicted by Jeremiah in Jeremiah 31:33. That is the new birth, and is the distinctive blessing of the eternal New Covenant implemented by our Lord. But the work of the law is quite another thing. 

Paul will later state in Romans 4:15 that, “the Law brings about wrath" It is a ministry of condemnation. Gentile sinners who never heard of the Mosaic Law had a sense of condemnation resting on them when they lived in violation of the dictates of their divinely-implanted consciences.

Paul admits that good acts do occur sometimes among the Gentiles who do not have the Mosaic Law. However, Paul isn't suggesting that all Gentiles who do not have the law do instinctively the things of the law. His point is that there is a natural law which God has built into men which some obey, even though some do not.

However, he is about to prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that all Gentiles are under sin and will be judged by their own internal standard of right and wrong witnessed by their conscience. And how is it that men know automatically what is right and what is wrong? Because every man has a conscience.

There is nowhere you can go on planet earth where people do not have some standard of morality, many amazingly like our own. Wherever you go, you find people with an inner sense of right and wrong; and this inner judge, the Bible calls "conscience" You find among all cultures a sense of sin, a fear of judgment, and an attempt to atone for sins and appease whatever gods are feared. 

People who have never heard God's Word directly still have a moral compass that they are accountable to. In every society, uneducated and illiterate, people still know that it is wrong to steal, or kill, or lie. 

The moral commandments of God are written on the consciences of human beings. Man is not adrift in a complex world without an inner monitor that calls forth the values of our own value system.

God can and will judge the heathen by his own conscience.  He will judge them by this divinely implanted monitor. But although God has His work of the Law written within every man (resulting in conscience), man can corrupt that work. He can corrupt that work so that conscience varies from person to person, and our consciences can be damaged and seared.

Today, there are many people whose consciences are seared and have lost their sensitivity through persistently embracing what is evil. But even though we have perverted our own consciences by adopting a lesser standard, everyone stands guilty by failing to live by even that lesser standard. 

Nevertheless, we are all without excuse. Everyone has innate knowledge of God through nature and in their consciences. There is something about God and His righteous ways that is deeply known within us, a submerged knowledge of right and wrong of which the conscience is the faithful transmitter.

Do you remember what we studied in Romans 1:19? “because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.”

Notice that Paul says that that which is known about God is evident  "within them". The idea is that men have all the truth they need to come to know God within themselves. The truth of God’s existence is already in the heart and in the mind of mankind!

There is something built into man that causes him to know that there is a God! Ecclesiastes 3:11:- (Amplified Bible)

“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He also has planted eternity in men’s hearts and minds [a divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages which nothing under the sun but God alone can satisfy], yet so that men cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.﻿”

The God-shaped vacuum in man will never be satisfied by anything apart from what God graciously gives. Man tries so desperately to fill the void that is so intensely sensed in his soul, with anything and everything, but there is still only emptiness! The things of this world will never, ever satisfy the inner longing of man for communication with his Creator.

Deep within the human heart there is a profound yearning for eternity beyond time. This timeless clock has been placed in the heart of the one trapped in the circle of time. It tells us that there is some meaning and purpose for each person, and that this meaning and purpose lies both inside and outside of time. 

It also whispers quietly to us that the One who put that yearning in the heart is none other than the eternal God, who exists outside of and independent of time. When we speak of revelation from God we normally think only in terms of the written Word, the Bible. 

But there are other categories of revelation such as man's inner consciousness. Man, in any culture, in any society, at any time in history, can examine himself. - He is created being. And as a created being to some extent he establishes norms and standards, right and wrong.

This tells us a number of things. If I am a created being there must be a Creator. If I can establish what I think is right and wrong then there must be an absolute right and wrong. There must be a standard that is higher, greater, grander than myself.

I grant you the standard of morality in some cultures may not be very high, but it is still there. Certain things are evident such as murder, violence, abuse, etc. 

Man can quickly figure out that these things are wrong.  And if there is a wrong there must be a right and then there must be a standard higher than man. And that standard is the work of the Law that God has written in the hearts of men! In every culture on earth when quarrels break out among people, the thing to be determined is, who is in the right, and who is in the wrong?

What the conscience whispers to us is truth about right and wrong that echoes the truth of God embodied in the Law. And we don't like to hear that still small voice. In fact, when it raises a point about our behaviour, we typically argue with it, either finding ways to justify ourselves or we ignore its voice altogether.

Man’s conscience is programmed at conception to know the difference between right and wrong. He has a standard of righteousness ingrained on his very heart.  

It should be noted that man’s conscience does not function as a law maker; it functions as an internal court or forum. It is like an umpire that calls the strikes, but does not make the rules. The conscience is not a guide to live by, but it is a goad, - a spur that tells us the difference between right and wrong. A “goad” is a sharp pointed stick for driving cattle.

When a person listens to his conscience as it points out right and wrong, that person can make moral decisions.  What Paul is also talking about here is the Light of God.

John 1:9:- “That was the true Light which gives light to every man who comes into the world.” 

Every person who is born into this world receives light from God. That light may be bright, or it may be dim, but if a person will follow that light, he will be given more light and he will eventually be brought face to face with the Lord Jesus Christ. Certainly, men will be judged according to the light they were given, but to reject a little light is just as damning as rejecting a lot of light! 

However, those of us who have been exposed to much light will face a greater judgment, if we are not saved. With this in mind, is God fair for judging the heathen, the unreached? Yes!  God is always totally fair and totally impartial.

God has shaped the heart of all humanity so that the observation of creation guarantees a universal conviction of Himself as Creator. Romans 1:20:-“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.”

God has a strong desire to reveal Himself to fallen mankind! The unreached, or heathen have been  surrounded by the testimony of the existence of God, “since the creation of the world”.

Psalm 19:1-4:- 
1.  “The Heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.  

2.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.  

3.  There is no speech, nor are there words; {from the stars} their voice is not heard;  

4.  yet their voice {in evidence} goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world…..”

Sun, moon, stars and earth are all God’s travelling preachers.  This wonderful declaration of God’s existence can be understood by every willing mind.

I read of a true story of a tribe in some remote part of Africa, who had a burning desire to know the God who created the world, who gave life to all beings. They felt they could know Him and worship Him, and so they would talk to this unknown God, asking Him to reveal Himself. Time went by. 

A group of Christians who were on their way to evangelise another part of Africa got lost, and in the process, stumbled across this group of natives. Upon entering the camp they were welcomed as heroes. The natives approached them and asked if they were the ones sent by the Creator to tell of His wonders and how they may know Him.

You can imagine how astonished these missionaries were to hear of their willingness to know of the one true God and His salvation, which they shared with these natives. The entire village came to Christ. There are literally thousands of such testimonies given by missionaries all over the world.

All men everywhere in all ages have the witness that there is one true God who has given life and who must be sought. The unreached, or heathen have also been given light. God's judgment is based on man's reaction and response to the light! The more light you have been exposed to, the more light you are accountable for! 

Teachers of God’s Word are a good example of this. James 3:1:-“My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.”

The judgment referred to here is the Judgment Seat (bema) of Christ. All believers will give an account before Christ of their service for Him in this life. (Romans. 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians. 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians. 5:10)

Though all believers must appear before this Judgment Seat to be evaluated by Christ, teachers of God’s Word will be judged more severely. 

Paul notes that, though the Jews were the stewards of the written Law of God (the Mosaic Code), they failed to obey the things written in that code. 

On the other hand the Gentiles, to whom the Written Law never came, obeyed the Unwritten Code of morality in their conscience. They were faithful, whereas the chosen people were unfaithful. 

As Jesus taught in Luke 12:47-48:-

47.  "And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

48.  But he who did not know, yet committed things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”

God gave the Jews much, yet they ignored what was given as evidenced by their sinful traits. God gave the Gentiles little, yet they obeyed the Code He had written in their hearts. Conclusion: The Jews had NO excuse for failing as the Stewards of God.

Paul has argued brilliantly in these verses. He has admitted the Gentile’s lack of the external measure of judgment, being the Mosaic Law. However, he points to the internal witness of the conscience which also points to God's right and wrong. And this internal umpire, the conscience is alternatively accusing or excusing the one who has no access to the Law.

Paul says that the person's inner thoughts are accusing or even excusing them. As the conscience announces within the Gentile this internal standard as to what is right and wrong, an internal court battle begins. This internal court battle is waged by opposing thoughts.

Thought "A" is accusing the Gentile in relation to the standard set by the conscience and thought "B" is excusing the Gentile regarding the same action. How wonderful is this argument! There is not a human being alive who has not struggled and been weighed down by such an inner court battle.

Let’s move on to our verse 16:-“in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.”
Our last verse tells us that there is coming a Day when God will judge the secrets of all men, "good, moral" people, as well as pagan heathen. We tend to forget that the “secrets of men” are not really secrets to God. All will stand revealed in that final Judgment. 

Nothing is hidden from God. We may be able to hide things from each other, but one day all will be laid bare before the light of God's sight. Luke 12:2-5:-

2.  "For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known. 

3.  "Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops. 

4.  "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 

5.  "But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!”

God will not judge on the basis of reputation, but rather on the basis of character. Your reputation is what men think you are. Your character is what you are. Men know your reputation - but God knows your character. And He will judge on that basis.

Furthermore, He will judge through Jesus Christ. - And the basis of this judgment will be the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Man's eternity will rise or fall on what He did with the Gospel of God’s grace. On that day, it won't matter about one's accomplishments, one's standing in the community or how one is perceived by others. All that will matter when that day comes is what did that person do with Jesus Christ?  Did he receive Him, or did he reject Him? 

Anyone who has a picture of Christ which does not include Him as Judge of the earth is labouring under a serious misapprehension of the true identity of the Saviour. 

At Christmas time of the year we like to think of Jesus as the Babe in the manger. Other popular pictures include the Healer of the sick, the One who welcomed the children, the Teacher of parables, the agonizing sacrifice on the cross, etc. But Jesus as Judge is unfamiliar to our thinking. Yet He will judge the unsaved world of lost, unrepentant sinners. 

The apostle Paul ends verse 16 with the words, “according to my Gospel.” By this, he means, “So my Gospel teaches.”“ My Gospel” means the Gospel Paul preached, which was the same one which the other apostles preached.

In this 21st century we need to know that both the Code of the Law and the Code of the Conscience, were fulfilled or expanded when Christ came to die for our sins. After His sacrifice on the Cross, all mankind will be judged by a New Code, that is, whether or not each one of us accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

If a man has accepted Christ as Saviour He will be found righteous in God's eyes, eternally secure in Heaven. If however, a man has rejected the New Code formed by our Lord, he will be condemned and punished for this terrible rejection. 

There are three Codes in Scripture: The Code of Conscience, the Code of the Law and the Code of Christ. Some will ask: What do each mean to me? Will the first two Codes get me to Heaven?   - No, they cannot!!

The Jew, will be judged by the Mosaic Code. 

The Gentile will be judged by the light he received and by what he knew in his conscience was proper. 

Yet all codes are now superseded by the Code of Christ, which is simply:- "Do you accept Him as your Lord and Saviour?"

I like what James Boice said about this:-"The most important thing in life is to know that Jesus Christ is able to save you from the penalty of your sin. The second most important thing is to know that you require it." 

You see, when you come to Christ in sincere repentance and faith, He will forgive you for all your sins, even secret sins, and will totally blot out those sins forever. The Bible clearly teaches us that He remembers them no more. Those sins, those secret thoughts will never, ever be brought up against you. 

We need to know this and we need to act on it. We need to share it with others. We all are without excuse.  But God has made a way to escape. Jesus Christ is that way and He is the only way.

In a previous message I mentioned that there will be no escape at God's bar of justice. However, it is possible to have your case settled out of court. But you must move fast. You must come to Christ now. 

Everywhere the Bible teaches us that the issues of eternity are settled in this life only. If you refuse the mercy and grace of God, then you must face His wrath. John 3:36: "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."
A person's eternity depends totally on what they do with Jesus Christ. 1st John 5:12:- “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

After the destruction of this present creation, the final judgement of all unbelievers takes place. This will indeed be a terrifying experience for all those who have rejected Jesus Christ as their Saviour.

Revelation 20:11-15:- 
11.  “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 

12.  And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 

13.  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 

14.  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

15.  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”

In this passage verse 12 refers to unbelievers of all ages. Two sets of books are opened. The “Book of Life” contains the names of all who have been redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. The other books contain a detailed record of the works of the unsaved.

No one who appears at this judgement is registered in the “Book of Life”. The fact that his name is missing condemns him, but the record of his evil works determines the degree of his punishment.

We see in verse 15 that the deciding factor at this judgement is whether one’s name is written in the “Book of Life”. Actually, if a person’s name had been inscribed there, he would have already been a part of the 1st resurrection. 

(the Rapture)  So, verse 15 applies only to those who stand before the Great White Throne Judgement. (all unbelievers of every period in human history)

Remember that God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. He is not willing that any should perish but that all through faith in His Son should have eternal life. What a horrible end awaits everyone who refuses to come to faith in Christ! 

I wonder where you stand today?  Don’t be like the one who knew what he should do to obtain God’s free gift of salvation through Christ, but decided to put it off until the 11th hour. 

That would prove to be for him the worst decision he had ever made in his life. Why?  Because death called for him at 10.30 and thereby guaranteed him an appointment at the Great White Throne Judgement.

The Bible says, “Do not be deceived.  God will not be mocked.  For whatever a man sows that shall he surely reap.”

God has proven His love for you.  Won’t you choose life and live?

MESSAGE 21

Romans 2:18-20:- 

18.  and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed {verbally} out of the law, 

19.  and are confident {firmly persuaded} that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 

20.  an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, {infants, novices} having the {outward}  form {rough sketch} of knowledge and truth in the law.”

In the first few chapters of Romans, Paul describes for us a legal case which could be entitled “The Supreme Creator of the Universe versus His Sinful Creatures.” Thus far in the book of Romans, Paul has been dealing with people who have made a conscious decision to reject God. Now he turns his attention to religious people. 

Their plea rendered to the High Court of Heaven is:-“I should be acquitted on the grounds that I know the law of God and teach courses in religion.” However, as we will see, Paul will argue that they simply do not practice what they preach! 

These are not people who reject God. On the contrary, these are people who accept God’s existence, understand God's Word, and participate in the rights and rituals of the church. These are people who openly identify with God and His Commandments. 

The shocking truth about them, however, is that they are lost.  They are religious people, but lost! Sadly, you will find such people today in almost every church in Christendom!!

Paul begins his indictment of the religious Jew by reminding him of God's blessings bestowed on them. What the Jew had was a relationship based on a covenant with God which God made with them. 

The Jew had many advantages over the Gentiles, which are listed in these verses. The first six are what he was: 

(1)  He bears the name Jew; (v17)

(2)  He rests upon the Law; (albeit blindly and mechanically) – v17

(3)  He boasts in God as the Covenant God of Israel; (v17)

(4)  He knows the will of God; (v18)

(5) He approves the things that are  excellent, (the things that differ)

(6) He is instructed verbally out of the  law. (v18)

We have already studied the first three advantages that the Jew had, so let’s pick up the fourth onwards. Paul says in verse 18 that they have the advantage of knowing God’s will for them.

Paul does not mean that they knew the secret will or purpose of God; nor his revealed will in the Gospel, - They were ignorant of that. The Jews knew His declared will in the Mosaic Law. That is, they knew what is agreeable to Him, what He requires them to do, what He commands, what He prohibits, what He approves, and what He rewards. This was no small thing as it had not been revealed to other nations.
The Jew saw in the Torah and the Prophets all the will of God for man clearly laid out, with His will pointing to the coming Messiah for ultimate salvation. The problem was that the Jews boasted in these advantages, - not in the God who gave them. 

Many Jews were trying to keep the Law for its own sake, to honour the Law rather than its Giver. This tendency became even more developed after the fall of Jerusalem, when the Law became the rallying point for a nation that had lost its holy city and its temple. Instead of extending the grace of God and His truth to these Gentiles, these Jews were busy telling the Gentile world what misfits they were because they didn't have this favoured nation position. 

In John 4:22 Jesus states that “salvation is of the Jews” The Lord was teaching that the Jewish people were appointed by God to be His messengers, and it was to them that the Scriptures had been given.

Also, it was through the Jewish nation that the Messiah was given.  He was born of a Jewish mother. The Jews were meant by God to be guides of the Gentiles and good examples before them. Instead, they continually boasted of what they had been given by God. They were boasting in the wrong things and then saying that, despite their own evil actions, God was still with them.

The prophet Micah spoke of this type of attitude when he wrote, over 700 years prior to Paul's writing, in Micah 3:11:-

“her heads judge for a bribe, her priests teach for pay, and her prophets divine for money. yet they lean on the Lord, and say, "Is not the Lord among us? No harm can come upon us.'' That's boasting in a lie and acting as though God will look the other way and sweep their sins under the carpet. 

The 5th advantage that the Jew had is found in our verse 18:-“and approve the things that are excellent,”

This phrase meant that the Jew was a keen discriminator of truth as against the philosophical speculations of man. It meant to test out and argue the minute things in the Law, in order to decipher the highest moral standard applied in each verse of the Law. This phrase also reflects Paul's own experience with Gamaliel.

Much of the time of the Jewish Rabbis and scholars was spent considering moral and ethical issues. Paul and Gamaliel's other charges spent years in such moral hair-splitting. They rejected certain attitudes and actions in life and chose only that which was regarded as morally superior. 

Many, many church members do this. They take pride in the fact that they do not do certain things. I am amazed at how many people think that God is going to be impressed by the things they do not do. "We don't dance, we don't drink, we don't go to the movies, we don't go to theatres, we don't play cards, we don't drink coffee, we don’t watch T.V." and on and on.

A religious person will try to force everyone else to conform to his standard of living. If they don't act like him, if they don't dress like him, if they don't talk like him, then they are lost and headed to Hell. 

My friends, that is called legalism and it is the one sin in a Christian’s life that the apostle Paul hated the most! Beware of the many forms of legalism. Legalism is destructive and kills joy. The Galatians had lost the joy of their salvation because of legalism.

Legalism can take away joy because:-

1.  It makes people feel guilty rather than loved.

2.  It produces self-hatred rather than humility.

3.  It stresses performance over relationship.

4.  It focuses on how far short we fall instead of how far we’ve come because of what Christ did for us.

If you feel guilty and inadequate, check your focus!!  Focus on Christ and the Word of God; - not on people. Are you living by faith in Christ or by trying to live up to the legalistic demands and expectations of others? 

Finally, the sixth advantage that the Jew had over the Gentiles was that they were instructed out of the Law. From their infancy the Jews were instructed in the law. Jews went to Synagogue school and learned the Scriptures and were taught the doctrines of the Word. There were many who could quote great passages of Scripture and they took great pride in that. 

There are millions of people within Christendom, as well, who have gone through catechisms, confirmations, and other kinds of doctrinal courses. Countless numbers can recite the Apostles' Creed, the Westminster Shorter Catechism, or some other statement of faith. 

Within evangelicalism itself there are many who know the five points of Calvinism, can describe the seven seals and seven bowls of Revelation, can cite all manner of evidence for the Resurrection of Christ, and can even quote large portions of Scripture. Now, there is nothing wrong with any of these possessions except that the Jews and many of us today depend on them for righteousness. We feel we have a special standing with God because of them; and that is what is wrong. 

You could memorize the entire Bible and renounce every sin in that Book and still go to Hell. That is, if you missed the one and only thing that will save the soul: - A true salvation experience where faith is placed in the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-9; Acts 16:31; 1st John 5:12. 

Now, these 6 privileges or advantages that the Jews had form quite an impressive list! Can you imagine the Jews who listened to Paul read off this list of possessions?  They would smile and nod their heads and say "Oh, that’s us, yes, we are truly blessed...we are special". 

But we have to go back to verse 13 to see the light in which this list is given. Romans 2:13:-“For not the hearers of the Law are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified. 
And that will be Paul’s point! All of these possessions and advantages are nothing without putting them into practice in your own life! 

Let’s continue on with our last 2 verses. Romans 2:19-20:-

19.  and are confident {firmly persuaded} that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 

20.  an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, {infants, novices} having the {outward}  form {rough sketch} of knowledge and truth in the law.”

The verb confident is a perfect tense that describes a present condition that began at a past point in time. This is an attitude that is fixed and entrenched in the minds of the Jews. The Jew here has persuaded himself and come to a settled conclusion about the matter.  His position is fixed. Paul lists four roles of the Jews given to them by God.

Firstly, they were to be a guide to the blind. The Greek word for “guide” refers to one who leads along a road. The Gentiles are here called blind, for with all the light of their philosophy, of their laws and their arts, they were after all blind to spiritual truth.

Outside of Christianity, which they did not possess, there is no true saving light in the world. The Jews had the opportunity to be a guide to the Gentiles. But to be a guide to the blind you must first be able to see the true light yourself!

In Matthew 15:14 Jesus said of the Pharisees:-"They are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit".

Though claiming to be authorities in spiritual matters, these religious Jews were blind to spiritual realities, as were the people they were leading. It was inevitable that both leaders and followers would fall into a ditch!

The second role the Jew had was to be a light to those in darkness: The Rabbis in Paul’s day had the arrogance to call themselves the light of the world. However, Jesus calls Christians the light of the world, and in John 8:12 He also refers to Himself by this term.

The relationship between these two statements is that Jesus is the source of light, - Christians are the reflection of His light. Their function is to shine for Him just as the moon reflects the glory of the sun.!

The phrase, “Those who are in darkness” again refers to the Gentiles who were seen as those who dwelled in darkness. The Jews had the privilege of being a light to them. This is in contrast to the blind who have no capacity to see. While the Jews may have considered themselves to be the light of the world, they failed dismally to appropriate this light themselves.

The THIRD role the Jew had was to be a corrector of the foolish or immature: Not a judge, but one who corrects. The word was used of the trainer-slave, one who came alongside and taught, encouraged,  corrected, and was an example. These trainer-slaves were given a child to take moral and ethical charge over.

The word foolish is “afron” and means to be without reason, senseless, stupid, without reflection or intelligence. Hence it takes one who has reason to correct the one who is without reason.

The fourth role the Jew had was to be a teacher of immature babes or infants. It was a term used by the  Jews to designate novices or proselytes (new converts to Judaism).

The word for “teacher” here is didaskalos, one who teaches with a purpose, with a goal in mind. His goal was to bring someone from immaturity to maturity. 

The word “immature” is napios which means one who is unable to speak. The Gentiles were viewed by the Jews as having nothing of value to say or contribute. 

Paul goes on to say that the Jew had “the {outward} form of knowledge and truth in the law.” The word "having the form" is a telling term. It means the "form, rough sketch, i.e. the outline or framework without the substance." It means "A shadow or copy of the original".  They only had a shadow of the Law because they failed to apply its precepts. 

They also only had a shadow because, when the Realty came, they rejected the fulfilment of the Law, Jesus Christ: Matthew 5:17:-"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil."

The Jews had the right form, the right framework, the general rough sketch in the Law of how to know God and His truth, but they did not have the substance, which is Jesus Christ.

The Law is only a blueprint. It is the blueprint of God's heavenly Temple. It is a magnificent blueprint, but it is two-dimensional, merely the form or rough sketch of the building. 

But the building cannot actually be constructed until the cornerstone is laid. What the Jews were missing, what they had rejected, was the Cornerstone that would take the blueprint of the Law and make it a three-dimensional reality. 

The Cornerstone is Jesus Christ, as seen in Ephesians 2:19-22. With Him as the Cornerstone of God's Temple, God is now building that temple using living stones, you and me. Ephesians 2:22:-"you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit." 

In this wonderful Temple, believing Gentiles have an equal place with believing Jews. This fact should thrill us, as it must have thrilled the Ephesians and others when they heard it for the first time. The tremendous dignity of the believers’ position is that they form a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. This is the purpose of the Temple.  - To provide a place where God can live in fellowship with His people.

The church is that place! Formerly, God’s earthly abode was thought to be on Mount Zion and in the Jerusalem Temple. Now He makes His home in the church within every believer whether Jew or Gentile. 

Compare this with the position of the Gentiles in the Old Testament. At that time they could not get near God’s dwelling.  Now they themselves form a good part of it!

But the blueprint of God's heavenly Temple that these religious Jews had in the Law only describes this incredible living Temple in two-dimensions. It takes the Cornerstone Jesus Christ and the Spirit of God within believers to enable God the Father to build this Temple to the full dimensions of His glory.

Thus, the Jew painted a very rosy self-portrait, but it was profoundly self-delusional. Their self-confidence was in the Law, and they had convinced themselves they were justified under the Law. But their confidence was in a blueprint without any substance. Israel had the Law and they could have used it, but instead they abused it. 

These religious Jews considered themselves a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of immature babes. They were proud to be religious. They had the truth and they knew the truth. They agreed with the truth and they even taught this truth, but they failed to apply the truth to their own lives.

This pride led them to an inevitable attitude of presumption. Pride always leads to presumption. Because of who they thought they were, they thought they were pleasing to God. They presumed that all of this religious facade was enough. But they were terribly wrong! 

It is not enough to consider yourself religious. It is not enough to rely on the Mosaic law. It is not enough to brag about your presumed relationship to God. It is not enough to know his will and even approve of what is right. It is not enough to be instructed by the Mosaic law. It is not even enough to be a teacher of the knowledge and truth that has been revealed by God. 

If salvation from the penalty of sin and a home in Heaven is your aim, these things are not enough. And that is the problem that Paul brings up in the next few verses which we will see next week when Paul proves the inconsistency and hypocrisy of the religious Jew. 

You know, hypocrisy isn’t always blatantly apparent.  It can also be very subtle and secretive. Do you feel as if you've been pretending to be someone else for most of your life?  If so, perhaps it's time to drop some of your masks and deal with your real feelings in an effort to let the Lord work in your life.

“Oh, how we fear to drop our masks, we know so well what lies within; Yet Christ could use our lives to bless, If we would first be cleansed from sin”. Facik

We must come to a time in our lives when we want to quit pretending. To quit being a hypocrite like the religious Jews of Paul’s day.

Hypocrisy is defined as pretending to be what one is not. In the Greek theatre, a hypocrite was one who wore a mask and played a part. Using this definition, a hypocrite is simply one who wears a mask, or acts a part which really isn’t him. Unfortunately, many churches have people like this and it is no wonder that people say the church is full of hypocrites. 

What sin did Jesus condemn more than any other sin? – Hypocrisy!!

Psalm 51:6: “Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts” We pretend that everything is great when actually we are hurting and broken, and we sometimes do it because we're afraid not to pretend. Our pride won’t allow us to admit that we are sometimes weak, discouraged and downhearted. As long as you wear a mask you are playing a role of a character and acting out a part that isn’t the real you. 

God is not interested in your phoney role-playing. He wants to deal with you - the real you. He wants to know the “you” who struggles with secret issues of the heart. The “you” behind the fake smile and pretty clothes. The “you” that you have to live with every day of the week. The “you” who wrestles with all sorts of hidden sins and problems.

You know, nothing causes us to see what's really inside us like facing a stressful problem under pressure. You can coast for days, weeks, or months, thinking that you are victorious and in full control. But when the pressure is on, that is when you will see your real character. 

You may think you've mastered your tongue until one day when you spill coffee on some important papers, and all of a sudden bad language comes out of your mouth. Or in a heated moment, or time of bitterness, you have maliciously maligned and gossipped about someone. 

Christians periodically do fall flat on their faces, but remember that God’s favourite word is “Come” He lovingly invites us to come to Him warts and all so that He can give us rest for our souls. If only those who are burdened with troubles and depressed would trust Him and accept His invitation.!!

Jesus never had a problem with a hurting and broken person, or even with a sinner. God desires to make you whole. He doesn't want to put a bandage on a broken arm, He wants to reset the bone so there can be proper healing in your life. 

But for God to minister to you properly, you have to take off your mask and reveal your real needs to Him. You must quit fooling yourself and other people by living a lie.

If you are going to conquer anything in your life you must first confront it. Whether it's your past, a character flaw, a weakness, an area of shame, or some unpleasant little secret - to overcome it you must own up to it.! 

Part of the real you, because you are human, is a sinful nature.  You didn’t ask for it, you don’t want it, it’s an inheritance from Adam. It is a fountain from which every conceivable kind of poison flows and this flow can only be controlled by the power of God actively working in your life.

There may be sins in your life that are hidden, that you have masked, that you dare not expose to other Christians, or maybe even to yourself. God wants to set you free of those sins, because you cannot experience His best for you when you are living a double life.

The formula is simple. Get your relationship with God right. Come close to the heart of God through regular confession of sins and the study of God’s Word. Get serious with your faith and with Jesus Christ.  Talk to God your Father openly and honestly as a child should.

There is nothing in the past, in the present, or even the future that God doesn’t already know about you. Take off the masks once and for all and express your real feelings to people. Don’t be afraid to reveal the real you. Learn to take a genuine interest in other people and share your burdens with them.  Lift them up, encourage them.

And as Paul said in Ephesians 4:15,  “speak the truth in love.” Look for the positives in every situation.  Don’t focus on or highlight only the negatives. Learn the art of graciously saying, “No”  when asked to do something that you would really rather not do.

Identify and acknowledge your weaknesses and ask God to give you the desire and the will and the power to overcome them. Accept and believe in your new identity in Christ and acknowledge the fact that your old identity in Adam is forever gone. You know, the harder we work at what we should be, the less we’ll try to hide what we are.

Christianity is an applied relationship with God, and should be applied in all facets of our lives. Our lives must be dedicated to following God's Word in everything that we do. 

At one time in Australia the Christian Church was a power to be reckoned with, because the Church, regardless of denomination, applied God's Word in what it did.  

The Jews occupied a favoured position with God but they began to focus only on their privileges and lost contact with the God who gave them. Their true King, their Messiah Jesus Christ came to them but they said, “We have no king but Caesar.”  

As Christians, we also have a tremendous position in Christ. We have a name, a badge of honour in which is found the very Name of our Saviour, “Christians”. We can boast, correctly, in God as our Father. We can, from the Scriptures, know the very will of God.

From the Biblical doctrines we have we can distinguish truth as against the vain, futile speculations of secular man. We have a local church where we can be instructed out of the Word of God.

But what do we do with our position? What do we do with what we possess? Are we guides to the blind?  Lights to the world that is in darkness? Do we train and encourage the foolish? Are we teachers of doctrine to the immature?

Too often, in Paul's day and in our day, we have so much by way of possession and so little by way of practice. Christians today are quick to reform others but very slow to allow God to reform them. 

Hence, we fall under the same indictment that Paul is getting ready to level at the Jews of his day. In order to avoid this indictment, we all must get back to applying the principles of the Bible, or we'll end up like the Pharisees of Paul's time. 

MESSAGE 22

In verses 17-20 we have seen the superb skill of Paul’s razor sharp irony in first building up the Jew, citing his various distinctives and appearing to appreciate them. Paul has listed their favoured position and the privileges given to them from God and they have nodded their heads in complete agreement 

As we saw previously, these religious Jews considered themselves a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of immature babes. They were proud to be religious! After having exalted the advantages of the Jews above the Gentiles with as much force as they could have done themselves, Paul unveils their hypocrisy and double standards.

Keep in mind that the whole of the Jews are addressed as one person. What is said applies to them as a body, and does not exclusively relate to the scribes and teachers only. 

In verses 21-24, Paul will abruptly swing into a frontal assault by exposing the inconsistency between the Jews’ claims and their conduct. He will force them to face up to what they really are. 

But you will also notice something. Paul, who has just talked about judging, does not judge them. He does not say, “You are thieves, you are adulterers, you are blasphemers. Instead, he sets up situations and then asks them questions.

To obliterate this false confidence that the religious Jew had, Paul applies Jesus' logic from Matthew 5 in the Sermon on the Mount. He does this by asking five piercing questions that will reveal how they have disobeyed the Law in their heart.

Here are Paul's questions:- Verses 21-24:-

21.  “You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 

22.  You who say, "Do not commit adultery,'' do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 

23.  You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonour God through breaking the law? 

24.  For "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,'' as it is written.”

Paul now uses a question and answer format to expose the hypocrisy of the organized religion of his day. His intent was not to judge, but to cause careful reflection in the reader. Am I doing those things which I openly condemn?  Am I wearing a mask and living a lie?

Paul’s purpose was to cause the Jew to reflect on the uselessness of following a shadow, and to turn them, in their despair, to the power of Christ. For Paul these are rhetorical questions with the implied answer, - Yes!

Let’s now look at verse 21: “You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 

Let’s look at three ways in which the religious person demonstrates his inconsistency and his hypocrisy.

1.  He fails to teach himself while he teaches others. ““You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself?”

 This is the first of a number of questions Paul asks of the religious Jews. More questions will follow in Romans 3:1-8. Paul’s first question in verse 21 is quite clear.  In effect, he is saying:-“You teach others, do you not also teach yourself? Do you learn from what you are teaching to others?” 

In other words, "Do you practice yourself what you preach to others?" The Greek verb “Teach” or “Teaching” looks at that which is given verbally. This type of teaching is in two parts. 

Firstly, there is the preparation of the teaching; and secondly, the teaching is intended to seek a result or a change of mind on the part of the hearers. The Jews who were teaching the Word were able to cause a change in the ones hearing them, but they did not apply anything themselves. There was no change effected in them.  Therefore, they were religious, but lost!

Jesus spoke of this situation in Matthew 23:1-3:-

1.  “Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 

2.  saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 

3.  "Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.”

It is possible to communicate truth, have it become effective in others lives, while not having it effect the life of the one communicating. This certainly is not the ideal situation, but it can be the real situation. You know, God's Word can even be effective to others when it is spoken by a donkey as it was with Baalam. But a person becomes a donkey when they preach or hear God’s Word without applying it to their own lives!!

The second word used with a specific question in verse 21 is the word “preach”. – “You who preach” The Greek verb refers to a public proclamation. It was used in classical Greek for the work of the official whose job it was to announce government policy and proclamations, - especially any proclamation of war. 

In the New Testament it is used almost exclusively for information related to salvation or deliverance of the believer. It is seen as being much more specific than teaching and here is used for the communication of truth regarding stealing or thievery. 

In both cases the issue is that the one who communicates must learn from what he communicates. The communicator is also a student of the Word. 

As a pastor whose duty it is to study and teach, I learn when I study; but I also learn when I teach. I am under the same obligation as you to learn, think, and apply the Word that is taught from this pulpit. 

I can't think of a single statement in the Word of God that should cause preachers, teachers, and others in ministry to pause and take inventory of their spiritual lives more than the opening statement of verse 21: 

Those of us who are busy in ministry must come to grips with this truth: God requires that we practice what we preach!

The Apostle James warned in James 3:1:-“My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.” That's a sobering thought for every pastor and every Bible teacher to consider. 

A professor in Bible College once advised his students:-"If you can be happy doing anything else in the world, don't go into the ministry."

Beloved, I want to be very forthright with you. As your Pastor, if I did not see spiritual growth in my own life; and if my wife could not say that I am a better husband and father today than I was a year ago; and if those of you who know me best were unable to see that I am walking closer to God as I expound the Scriptures week after week and month after month and year after year; I would feel duty-bound to turn in my badge and find a more honest way to make a living.

I'm not suggesting that every sin and every temptation I have preached on has been totally conquered in my life, or that every Christian grace about which I speak is perfectly modelled in my life. (I wish that were the case but I know it is not). But if you have listened to me preach some years and you see me as the same person spiritually that I was at the beginning, or, God forbid, that I have even regressed, then, either I shouldn't be here or you shouldn't be here. 

I know one thing--I wouldn't sit under a man's ministry for two weeks if I thought he was a conscious hypocrite in respect to the Scriptures. I would go and tell him he ought to get out of the ministry, and barring that I would find another church myself.

Paul asks another question: "You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?” The Jews were notorious in the Roman empire for being over-sharp in business deals. Throughout the ancient world the Jew was looked upon as the arch-thief. He used every cunning device known to the moneylender to part his clients from their wealth. 

Driven by desperation, it’s true that the Gentile voluntarily put himself into the hand of the Jewish pawnbroker. But he knew as he did so that he was dealing with one who had no pity or compassion for a destitute debtor when the debtor was a hated Gentile dog.  

The potential hypocrisy of this situation being described by Paul was also stated by Jesus regarding the religious leaders of His day: Matthew 23:14:- "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.”

Notice that there is a problem of sin and a cover up in this passage. They are appropriating widow's homes. This was a gimmick they used. They would say a recently deceased husband pledged his home and property to the synagogue or temple prior to his death. And they would move the widow out, forcing her to live with relatives. Then they would cover this up with long prayers for the widow's well being. 

Some modern cults use a similar technique in getting elderly widows, sometimes undiscerning believers, to sign over their property to their group.

The second way in which the religious person demonstrates his inconsistency and his hypocrisy is that he commits the same or similar sins he denounces in others. This is clear in verse 22:-“You who say, "Do not commit adultery,'' do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 

Adultery and sexual sins were not new to these religious Jews. The Pharisee, bound only to the shadow of the Law, had no real relationship with either God or His Son. The Pharisees commonly committed adultery with the Temple prostitutes of the Roman religious system. Lechery of the gravest kind was not an uncommon offence in Israel, as the divine records prove and as history bears witness. 

As far back as the Exodus the Jews had a propensity towards sexual lust and lasciviousness. In 1 Samuel 2-5 the sons of the High priest, Eli, “Hophni and Phinehas” were involved in the molestation of the women who came to the Tabernacle. Adultery was not some new vice then, nor is it today. 

Even in our age we see many Christian leaders fall because of adultery or some other sexual sin. 

In Jesus’ day He taught where this all began: Matthew 15:19: "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.”

God not only judges according to truth and according to men's deeds, but Romans 2:16 says that He also judges "the secrets of men."  (Romans 2:2; 6), He sees what is in the heart! These Jews had become hypocrites. They taught one thing and did another. They were religious but they had missed the point altogether. 

It is not what you know, agree with, or teach. - It is who you are. These religious Jews could preach the Law, but they never applied it themselves.  They were hypocrites wearing a mask and acting out a role which wasn’t them.

A man once told a Pastor, "I'm not coming to your church ... too many hypocrites go there." "Please join us," the Pastor replied, "One more won't hurt." 

Following God is not about the head, it is about the heart. The Lord told the prophet Samuel in 1st Samuel 16:7:-". For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.''.

The Jewish people had a religion of outward action, not inward attitude. They may have been moral on the outside, but what about the heart? 

Hebrews 4:12 tells us that God not only sees the deeds but He also sees the "thoughts and intents of the heart". 

Paul uses Jesus' logic here with regard to the question of adultery, in the same way as Jesus taught on the subject in Matthew 5:27-28:- 
27.  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, `You shall not commit adultery.' 

28.  "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
Paul is asking the Jew to answer these questions honestly, not in the outward sense of whether or not he had ever climbed into bed with another woman. Paul is asking the Jew to look inwardly and analyse his thought life and his fantasy life, to see if he had ever committed adultery in his heart. Since God looks upon the heart, the heart is where the law must be fulfilled. 

Paul's logic is inescapable here. The Jew's fulfilment of the Law must be measured by God's standard of the heart, NOT the Pharisees' hypocritical standard of the external rule. 

Any man alive, if he is honest, must concede the fact that in his heart he has sinned when it comes to adultery as internal fantasizing. It is easy for some to teach against adultery, but then nurse a private fantasy life.  If a believer does this, he is systematically corrupting his mind and surrendering it to the enemy of his soul.

It is interesting that Paul's logic of human sin is identical for the Gentile and the Jew here. In Romans 2:14-16, we saw that the Gentile will be judged for the "secret things" within his heart, against the standard of his conscience. 

Here in Romans 2:21-24, the Jew will be judged for the "secret things" within his heart, against the standard of the Law. Certainly both will be found wanting in the Day of Judgment and certainly both need Jesus Christ.

The problem here is the outward hypocritical compliance with the Law versus the inward heart compliance with the Law. The two are extremely different. 

Let's say that in one of our homes, the parents establish a basic rule that IF one child makes another cry, the offending child must say "I'm sorry." This rule exists to emphasize the importance of maintaining the relationship and the value of owning personal responsibility for one’s actions. 

But if the child is like many people today, the child will often struggle with saying "I'm sorry." Apologies don't come as standard equipment in the human package. But cunning usually does! 

Before long, the child recognizes that simply saying "I'm sorry" mollifies and appeases the parents and helps him avoid punishment. Thus the child learns the loophole to the Law. 

He may wallop his brother, look up angelically at his parents and turn to his brother and chant, "I'm sorry," then haul off a few minutes later and knock the little brother on the ground. 

The outward behaviour conforms to the rule, and the face even looks angelic, but on the inside that child is chomping a fat cigar and figuring out how to work the system. 

The child performed an external action that becomes meaningless because he missed the point of having a heart that cares about the relationship. When the external is done without the internal substance, the external becomes meaningless. This is the fundamental problem Paul is explaining.

The next indictment found in verse 22 is one of idolatry: "You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?" 

Idolatry was the terrible climax for the Jew; he could go no lower than that. The word “abhor” means to turn away from something because of its stench. The word translated “rob temples really means "to traffic in idols." This was an offence of which the Jew was strangely guilty. 

Abhorring images, he nevertheless often acted as a “go-between” in disposing of idols stolen from the temples of a conquered people. He often acted as a go-between with those ready to purchase them in other districts. He was even charged with systematically robbing temples and then selling the images. 

There was a well-known practice in Israel that when a pagan temple or altar was torn down it was plundered and the best items were kept by the religious leaders. Some of these even found their way to the Temple! And yet we find throughout the Old Testament law the prohibition for any Jew to keep that which was an idol or used in idolatry. 

Remember that one of Solomon's great problems was allowing his wives to bring their idols into Israel. There was to be a total and complete separation from idolatry and paganism on the part of the Jews. The Jews would publicly detest idols, and yet hang on to them if they were of value. Nothing new: In 1 Samuel 19:11-17 Michal, Saul's daughter and David's first wife had a pagan idol in her home.

The Jewish religious leaders of Paul's day were notorious for their inconsistency and hypocrisy in respect to the Scriptures. They preached against stealing but were willing to cheat on a business deal. They preached against adultery but were not above committing adultery themselves with the Temple prostitutes of the Roman religious system. 

They professed to hate idolatry, but they carried on a lively business selling supplies to idol temples and robbing them at the same time through exorbitant prices. They preached against Sabbath violation yet at the same time wrote all kinds of special regulations which allowed themselves to do most anything they pleased on the Sabbath.

They had double standards. You know, one law for you, but another law for me.

But our major concern really shouldn't be with the Jews of Paul's day but with ourselves. Do we also commit the same or similar sins that we denounce in others? Do we rebuke the pornographers publicly, yet keep a little stash of it hidden away for our own lustful enjoyment?  Do we decry the breakdown of the family yet head for the divorce court when faced with difficult marriage problems?  

Do we vilify the welfare cheats yet claim deductions on our income tax return to which we are not lawfully entitled?  Do we censure the gamblers yet rush to play the pokies when our company has a convention at the casino? Do we castigate the sexual looseness of our society yet live out other people's sexual adventures through TV soap operas, movies, videos and romance novels?

We too, must practice what we preach to others and not live hypocritical lifestyles full of double standards.

The third way in which the religious person demonstrates his inconsistency and his hypocrisy is that he brings dishonour to God. (verses 23-24) 

Verse 23:-“You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonour God through breaking the law? 

The word “boast” is the same word we had in verse 17 where the religious Jew was said to boast in God. It means to flaunt, to brag about one's position or what one has. 

Here they flaunt the Law. It came to be not God’s Law but their Law, interpreted in the Talmud, superior to the Laws of others. It was flaunted in the face of the Gentile. 

And then these religious Jews were observed breaking this Law. The result would be that the Gentiles seeing their hypocritical actions would dishonour God because of them. 

The pagan Gentiles had daily contact with the Jews in business and other activities, and they were not fooled by the Jews' phoney external devotion to the Law. The very Law that the Jews claimed to obey only indicted them for the hypocrites that they were! So the Name of God (His character) is blasphemed by the Gentiles because of them:-

Verse 24:-“For "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,'' as it is written.”

That was the ultimate judgment upon the Jews. To them, blasphemy was the worst of sins. The charge alleged here against the Jews, is not that they themselves blasphemed the Name of God as some understand it, but that they gave occasion to the heathen to blaspheme. 

Paul refers to the Scriptures in Ezekiel 36:20 and Isaiah 52:5. 

Ezekiel 36:20:- "When they came to the nations, wherever they went, they profaned My holy name when they said of them, `These are the people of the Lord, and yet they have gone out of His land.'

Isaiah 52:5:-“Now therefore, what have I here,'' says the Lord, "That My people are taken away for nothing? Those who rule over them make them wail,'' says the Lord, "And My name is blasphemed continually every day.”

Their own prophets had brought this charge against them that "The Name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles” The Jews were defeated by their enemies, and because of that, the Gentiles mocked them and their God. 

But Paul's implication is not just that the Jews were taken captive, but that their disobedience caused God to allow their captivity, and that because of their disobedience, the Gentiles mocked God.

You see God's Name is at stake. His holiness and greatness is being trampled upon, and He takes it personally. Paul reminds the Jew that God has said in the Old Testament that the failure of the Jew to obey the law has caused the Gentile to blaspheme God.

As believers, we have taken the Name of Christ as our badge of honour and we call ourselves, “Christians”. Anytime that we live in a manner that is inconsistent with what we claim to be, we are guilty of blaspheming the Name of the Lord. We have taken His Name in vain and we have testified before the world that our God is not worthy of our love and steadfast devotion. 

Jesus calls us the light of the world because we reflect His light to the world. But when we hide our light under a bushel and cease to be salt in the world, we become no better than the religious Jews who boasted about their Law and their relationship with God, but had no spiritual reality to back up their claims. As a result, the world was turned away from God and not toward Him as He intended. 

Beloved, it's still happening today! Every time a church splits, - every time Christians fight among themselves, Every time a pastor runs off with his secret girlfriend,  Every time a Christian ministry declares bankruptcy, Every time a Christian couple ends up in a divorce court, Every time a squabble within the family of God becomes public knowledge, the work of the Lord and the cause of Jesus Christ is set back immeasurably and people point a finger saying:-"You call that Christianity? I don't want to have anything to do with it."

What Paul is pointing out is that many so-called Christians share guilt in that blasphemy because their lifestyles have contributed to it. 

You see, you and I are the Lord’s ambassadors on earth. As ambassadors we are given the privilege and responsibility to represent the living, one true God on earth. 

I find it astonishing how some people keep such close records on how many they win to Christ but never keep any records on how many they drive away from Him because of their hypocritical lifestyles!  And the Name of God is blasphemed because of that.

What a terrible indictment this is! That an unbeliever, lost without Christ, should be turned off and turned away from salvation through Christ, because of a believer’s hypocritical lifestyle!

The world always watches us, beloved. They are assessing and comparing our lifestyle with our profession of faith. When we say one thing and do another, then the Name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you. The world laughs as the church condemns it for doing the very things it sees us doing, and our credibility is destroyed in its eyes.

The steward of the Gospel must always be careful of his witness, not just the spoken witness, but his living testimony. The Jews, through their bold hypocritical demeanour and attitude, "turned off" the Gentiles to the Law, and also to the Gospel message. 

Has it ever occurred to you that the eternal destinies of others are often influenced on how we, as Christians, live our earthly lives? Israel kept failing in their stewardship and lost that stewardship to the Church. As possessors of the Gospel message we must do better than Israel did with the Law. 

We must be careful with our witness, that we don't become a stumbling block to others through our own hypocrisy and double standards. We must all one day give an account of our stewardship before Jesus Christ.  Will you have confidence before Him, or will you shrink in shame? 

MESSAGE 23

Many people today are confused about religion. I am often asked what makes Christianity different from other religions? There are many very important differences, but the chief difference between other religions and the Christian faith as it relates to the matter of personal salvation is this:- Every other religion teaches a form of “self-salvation”. That is, man trying by his own efforts to impress God and earn his own salvation through works

Christianity is essentially a rescue religion. It is the announcement of the good news that God has come in the Person of His Son to save us from the power of sin, the penalty of sin, and one day in the future, the presence of sin. Christianity teaches that God came in the Person of His Son to do for us what we could not do for ourselves.

Religion is mankind's search for God; it is man working to try to save himself. Christianity, however, is God's search for man.  It is God graciously doing the work that man could never do. 

1.  So Far, Paul has explained why the Pagans/Heathen who have never heard the Gospel are lost. They are lost because they rejected the light given to them through nature and through their consciences.

2.  He then went on to show that the self-righteous, smug moralists who consider themselves more civilized, educated and refined and look down their noses at the Pagans are also lost. They are lost because they have chosen to ignore and reject the living God.

3.  And now, Paul is addressing the religious Jews to whom the Mosaic Law was given, and he will show that the religious person who lives without inner holiness and obedience to God is also lost.

Paul has been reviewing those things which a Jew prized as giving him an inside track with God. He has systematically blown all of their hypocrisy out of the water and exposed the futility of a religion without reality.  

He now moves against their last bastion, their last stronghold. Romans 2:25-29:-

25. “For indeed circumcision is of value, if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.

26. If therefore the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?

27. And will not he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law?

28. For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.

29. But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.”

Paul here pursues the Jew into his last retreat, in which he imagined himself most secure. The Jews viewed circumcision as their stronghold — that ordinance even more ancient than Moses, and by which they were distinguished from the other nations.

Paul now presses the Jew on the subject of circumcision which was the outward distinguishing mark which God put upon the people of Israel to remind them of their spiritual separation from the world. 

Now, what is the significance of circumcision? Circumcision was adopted by God as a physical sign of the covenant between Him and His people. Thus, all descendents of Abraham became known as “the circumcision”, and Gentiles were called the “uncircumcision”.

When God made a covenant with Abraham to be his God, and Abraham and his descendants would be God's people, the Lord said in Genesis 17:10-12:-

10.  "This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 

11.  "and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 

12.  "He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised,……” 

On the eighth day of his life every male child would be circumcised as a testimony to the covenant God had made with His chosen people. But why did God specifically stipulate that the male Jewish child must be circumcised on the 8th day?  Why not the 6th day or the 20th day?  

Medical science has now attributed the astonishing scarcity of Cervical Cancer among Jewish women to the rite of circumcision practiced by Jewish males. This simple operation prevents the growth of cancer-producing smegma bacillus which during physical relations can be transferred from the uncircumcised male to the female.  

L. Emmett Holt and Rustin McIntosh report that a newborn infant has a peculiar susceptibility to bleeding between the 2nd and 5th days of life. It is felt that the tendency to haemorrhage is due to the fact that the important blood-clotting element, “Vitamin K”, is not formed until the 5th to the 7th day.

A second element which is also necessary for the normal clotting of blood is prothrombin. It appears, (based on data from the science of Paediatrics) that an 8-day old baby has more available prothrombin than on any other day in its entire life. Therefore, from a consideration of “vitamin k” and “prothrombin” determinations, the perfect day to perform a circumcision is the 8th day. 

It wasn’t until November, 1946, that an article in the “Journal of the American Medical Association” confirmed that the 8th day after birth was the most acceptable and safest time for a male infant to be circumcised. Yet, our all-wise God stated this fact in His Word some 4,000 years before man realised it!! 

The surgical operation of circumcision, performed on the Jewish male child, was a physical sign that the person belonged to God’s earthly people.

It was not an optional thing either. According to Exodus 4:24, when Moses failed to circumcise his son, God threatened to take Moses' life. 

But even in the Old Testament the real importance of circumcision was never physical but spiritual. This is obvious from the number of references in the Old Testament to:-“uncircumcised ears and hearts”, which spoke of failure to hear, love and obey the Lord. (Leviticus 26:41. Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6, Jeremiah 6:10, Acts 7:51). Or, to “uncircumcised lips” which spoke of a lack of skill in public speaking. (Exodus 6:12)

Spiritually, circumcision signified death to the flesh, or a putting aside of the evil, corrupt, unregenerate nature of man. 

Unfortunately, the Jewish people became occupied with the literal ceremony but totally neglected its spiritual meaning. They were saying in effect that there was something in human flesh which could please and impress God. But nothing could be further from the truth!

Paul recognizes that a Jew may protest, and say that his salvation is based on the fact that he is a descendant of Abraham, proven by circumcision. But Paul rightly says that this is irrelevant regarding justification. The apostle Paul was careful to point out in Romans 4:10 that Abraham was justified before he was ever circumcised. 

Abraham was saved by faith long before he was circumcised.  He is, therefore, the “father of all who believe” because he is the pattern of those who were saved in status quo “uncircumcision” whether Jew or Gentile.

The problem was that the Jews had come to rely upon this physical act of religious ritual instead of seeing the spiritual significance behind the physical ordinance of circumcision. The Jew felt that God would accept him just because he had been circumcised. He believed that his circumcision guaranteed his salvation. He might be punished in the world to come, but could never be lost.

In Paul's day, The Jews believed that Abraham (the first to be circumcised) stood at the gates of hell to assure that no circumcised Jew would ever enter there. (Genesis 17:11). Rabbis also taught "God will judge the Gentiles with one measure and the Jews with another" and "All Israelites will have part in the world to come.” Paul took this myth and threw it out the window! 

Today, many people, even Christians, are still confused when it comes to the Jew and salvation. God never taught anywhere in Scripture that the Jew (or anyone, for that matter) was physically born to inherit the joys of Heaven. 

The Scriptures do teach that Israel (the Nation) is a chosen nation, and that the nation will be saved. But just being a Jew doesn't make you “of Israel” no more than being a Baptist makes you a Christian. 

Being merely born a Jew doesn't guarantee salvation, but, as Jesus said in John 3:3-7:-

3.  “Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again (anew, from above), he cannot see the kingdom of God.'' 

4.  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?'' 

5.  Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the {Holy} Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

6.  "That which is born of the flesh is flesh {physical}, and that which is born of the {Holy} Spirit is spirit. 

7.  "Do not marvel that I said to you, `You must be born again.'  

Without the new birth that comes by faith in Jesus Christ the Jew has nothing, and will never inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The Jews were fond of saying that once they were circumcised they were saved. But no outward act (like circumcision, or for that matter, baptism) ever saves a man from his sins. The Jews felt that, once a child was circumcised, he became a member of Israel. - And as a member of Israel, he was automatically saved. Thus they began to equate salvation with circumcision. But circumcision (or baptism - or any ritual in itself) doesn't save anyone.  

In the ancient world, Egyptians also circumcised their boys but it did not make them followers of the true God. 

Even in Abraham's day, Ishmael, the son of the flesh, was circumcised, but it did not make him a son of the covenant.

Paul tells them that their eternal destiny rests in something a little bit deeper. He tells than that even if they are circumcised, when they refuse to keep the Law, in God's sight, it is as if they were just another heathen! 

In other words, cutting off the flesh is no substitute for obedience to God and to His Word from a loving redeemed heart. Observing the letter of the law, by observing circumcision, and yet walking outside the law, is of no value. They were identifying with the covenant yet violating the covenant by their everyday hypocritical lifestyles.

Indeed, it went even deeper than that. Their behaviour was a reflection of their inner character. They did not obey the Mosaic Law because they did not want to obey it. They wanted the benefits of God's favour without the obligations of obeying God and His Word. Paul reminds them that if you break the Mosaic Law, you have become as though you had not been circumcised. 

In other words, outward rituals such as circumcision must testify of an inward reality of genuine faith and obedience to God. The outward circumcision reflected the inward covenant that the Israelite was making with God. 

In the beginning Israel understood this distinction, - but as they grew more carnal, their perceptions of their obligations under the covenant began to grow hazy and vague. They wanted the blessings without the responsibility and obligations. But to trust in circumcision, the sign of the Abrahamic covenant, while walking in so carnal a manner, was nothing but self-deception and hypocrisy.

As Paul will tell them in a minute, salvation is much deeper than the skin! Paul is telling them that what they do outwardly proves what they are inwardly! In Christian circles it isn't circumcision, but things like water baptism, communion, church membership, saved parents and grandparents etc are all looked upon a proof of one's salvation. - It isn't true! 

God judges according to "the secrets of the heart”, so that He is not impressed with mere outward formalities."(Romans. 2:16)

Circumcision and water baptism do about the same thing that a label on a can does. If the outer label doesn't match with what is on the inside, something is wrong! If there are beans inside the can, you can put a label which says "Peas" but it doesn't change what is inside the can. But being born again changes what is inside the can, and then you can put the appropriate label on the outside.

Just like the Jew, when there is genuine salvation in the heart, there will be holy living in the flesh!  There will be genuine fruit in that person’s life.

So many Australians rest upon the fact that because they have been baptised, confirmed, or accepted as members of a church, that is the sign that they belong to God. 

Paul says that is useless and worthless, if something has not happened in the heart.

Of course, this is not a new thought. The Law of Moses itself teaches this principle in Deuteronomy 10:16:- “Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.” 

Salvation comes not through place, face, or race, but by grace.

Paul asks a rhetorical question in verse 26: “If therefore the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?

His obvious answer is yes!  Again, the emphasis is on the inward spiritual reality, not on the outward physical ritual. To the Jews, the Gentiles were "uncircumcised dogs." However, Paul says that the uncircumcised Gentile, if he walks before God in righteousness, will be accounted as circumcised. Whereas the covenant mark on the flesh of a Jew will only add to his condemnation if he lives in opposition to the law.

The tragedy is that the Jews depended on this physical mark instead of the spiritual reality it represented. 

(Deuteronomy 10:16; Jeremiah 9:26; Ezekiel 44:9). It is reality that counts with God. 

Paul argues that if a Gentile were to keep the righteous requirement of the law through his conscience, would he not be more acceptable than the circumcised Jew who did NOT keep the law?  In other words, an obedient Gentile with no circumcision would be more acceptable than a disobedient Jew with circumcision. 

Verse 27 states “And will not he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law?”

Paul goes so far as to say that the Gentiles who do not possess this covenant sign, when they keep the requirements of the law, they become your judge, the very people whom you have been judging. Paul tells the Jews that when the people they despised and looked down on lived lives pleasing to the Lord and had their hearts right with God, that they were accepted by God instead of the Jew! 

Now to the Jew this was blasphemy. Not only is a Gentile a true Jew if he observes the requirements of the Law, but he who is physically uncircumcised will sit in judgement over the Jew who has the physical qualifications, but nothing by way of obedience to the Law. The superior behaviour of the Gentile condemns the Jew, who, with his written code and circumcision does not keep the Law or live the circumcised life of separation and sanctification.

Now in verses 28-29 we come to the real heart of the issue. This is the point Paul is trying to make.

Let’s firstly look at verse 28. “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.

In God’s reckoning, a true Jew is not simply a man who has Abraham’s blood flowing in his veins or who has the mark of circumcision in his body. A person may have both these things and be the scum of the earth morally. The Lord is never swayed by external considerations of race or religion. He looks for inward truth and purity,

Someone may be a physical descendant of Abraham, but that doesn't guarantee eternal life. Remember, Abraham's righteousness didn't come simply from his obedience.  His righteousness, as we're told in Hebrews 11, came from his faith in God, which in turn showed itself in his obedience to God. 

Let's change it slightly. "A person is not a Christian if he is only one outwardly, nor is true baptism merely outward and physical. No, a person is a Christian if he is one inwardly; and true baptism is baptism of the heart, by the Holy Spirit, not by the written code."

You see, it is not a question of whether one has been circumcised, baptised, galvanized, sanforised, or pasteurised. The point is that religion and outward ritual is not enough for salvation. Religion shields us from reality. 

The real issue, you see, is one of the heart. The question is, "Are you trusting in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins? Has the Spirit of God regenerated you and given you a new heart? Have you been born again?" No other issues in life are more important than these.

Verse 29: “But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.”

You should circle verse 29 in your Bible because it is one of the most important theological verses in the whole New Testament. In this one verse, Paul summarizes God's definition of a "Jew," not man's definition. He also summarizes God's definition of circumcision, not man's. 

Finally, and most importantly, Paul introduces the Spirit of God as the sole Agent able to change the human heart. If you want to change on the inside, verse 29 is for you.

The verse begins with "But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; " Paul sets up a stunning contrast between verses 28 and 29, between "outwardly" visible and manifested before all, - and "inwardly" seen only by the Father who sees in secret and rewards openly. According to God, a person is a true Jew if he is one inwardly. And true circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Holy Spirit, NOT by the written code." 

This passage does not teach that all believers are Jews, or that the Church is the “Israel of God”. Paul is talking about those who are born of Jewish parentage and he is insisting that the mere fact of birth and the ordinance of circumcision is not enough.  

Our chapter two ends with the observation that for the person who is a believer inwardly: “his praise is not from men, but from God.”

It is praise from God, friends, that really counts, not praise from people. Approval by God is all that matters. 

Paul says that the true Jew is not praised by men but by God; but he also makes clear what constitutes a true Jew in God's sight. All the outward signs of religion may earn us praise from men, but they will not earn us praise from God. A true "Jew," is the one who is a Jew inwardly and who is praised by God who sees his inward being. 

As we discussed in verse 17, the term "Judah" in Hebrew, from which we historically got the term "Jew," actually means "praise" in Hebrew. (as is seen in Genesis 29:35 and 49:8). 

In other words, Paul's word play here in verse 29 might read like this: "The praised one's praise is not from men but from God." It is God's praise which defines the one whose name will mean "praise." God defines the true Jew, based on the internal circumcision performed by the Holy Spirit. In the end, what matters to God is the internal spiritual reality. 

The only way we can be made right in our hearts is by the indwelling Spirit, not by the letter of the law, not by quiet times, not by any human efforts. The further we walk with Christ, and the deeper we delve into Romans, we will see how the Holy Spirit is the key to this whole adventure called “the Christian life”.

Our relationship with God is the result of the Spirit of God working in our lives, and He alone receives all the glory for our salvation. But, as believers, we must never think that simply going through the motions is glorifying to God any more than the Jew's mere fleshly obedience could be pleasing to God. 

They that worship God must worship Him in Spirit and in truth. Part of our worship is in a life of obedience, out of grateful hearts, which praise God that He has given us eternal life in Christ.

The Lord is not finished with the Jewish nation, as we'll clearly see later in this letter to the Romans, and God's plea to the Jew, even today, is seen in Jeremiah 4:4:- “Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away the foreskins of your hearts, you men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, lest My fury come forth like fire, and burn so that no one can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.''

For a circumcision of the heart they must seek the One whose hand is able to make that circumcision, and that's the Lord Jesus Christ. Believers are circumcised through their identification with Christ.  

Paul speaks of it as “the circumcision made without hands”.   In other words, human hands can have no part in it by way of merit. Man cannot deserve or earn it.  It is all God’s work. 

Paul sums up what our circumcision is in what he wrote to the Colossians in Colossians 2:11-13:- 

11. “In Him {Christ} also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, but in a [spiritual] circumcision [performed by] Christ by stripping off the body of the flesh (the whole corrupt, carnal nature with its passions and lusts).

12. [Thus you were circumcised when] you were buried with Him in [your] baptism, in which you were also raised with Him [to a new life] through [your] faith in the working of God [as displayed] when He raised Him up from the dead.
13. And you who were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh (your sensuality, your sinful carnal nature), [God] brought to life together with [Christ], having [freely] forgiven us all our transgressions,”

In Philippians 3:3 the Apostle Paul speaks of Christians as the “true circumcision” in contrast to a party of Jewish legalists known as “the circumcision” in Galatians 2:12. Praise God for the circumcision which He has done in our hearts. May we live in that circumcision, as we seek the Spirit and His power, - as we put off the old man and put on the new in Christ everyday of our lives to His honour and glory!

Paul wrote in Galatians 3:29:-“And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

The Galatians were deluded into thinking that they could become Abraham’s seed by keeping the Law. Paul shows otherwise.  Christ is the seed of Abraham and the inheritance promised to Abraham was fulfilled in Christ. 

When sinners place their faith and trust in Jesus Christ they become one with Him. Thus, they become Abraham’s seed, and, in Christ, they inherit all of God’s blessings.

Would you describe yourself as an Agnostic, an Atheist, a religious person, or would you describe yourself as a redeemed person? There is a difference and that difference will determine where and with whom you will spend eternity. 

Paul's conclusion of this section of Chapter 2 of Romans is that man without Christ is hopelessly lost. Though he defies God, deludes himself, defiles his conscience, or denies what he himself teaches, he is absolutely, hopelessly lost until he comes to know the Lord Jesus and lives on the basis of that relationship. That is what makes a Christian.

As mentioned previously, it is not a question of whether you are baptised, galvanized, sanforised, or pasteurised. The question is: "Do you have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and have you received the gift of righteousness which God gives to those who do not deserve it, cannot earn it, but receive it by His love and grace?" 

Time is fast running out.  Don’t be like the man who decided to put this matter off until the 11th hour.  Unfortunately for him, death called at 10.30!!

We will see what additional problems Paul raises with the Jews in the next section of the book of Romans.
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