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INTRODUCTION

Kostya, my host in Ukraine had left the BEE training programme and had received approval to set up a church planting and Bible School project in the Regions of Crimea, Kherson, Nickolaev, and Odessa which forms the southern quarter of this country.

Early in 2001 he asked whether I could lecture at the Bible College. I agreed and so the fourth mission to Ukraine was organised for October. The visit was timed to be co-ordinated with the start of the low season air fares commencing on October 1 to maximise the funds available for travel on the mission itself.

The area to be addressed at the Bible College was Evangelism so I spent some time preparing notes prior to leaving. 

On September 11 a major terrorist attack took place in New York and Washington culminating in a declaration of a war against terrorism by President Bush. The main focus on retribution was Osman bin Laden who was said to be living in Afghanistan.

As Afghanistan was on the direct route from Bangkok to Frankfurt and with major dislocation of air services following the attack the mission looked somewhat unlikely late in September.

I decided that if the Airlines were flying the mission would go ahead so on October 1 the mission commenced. 

MONDAY OCTOBER 1

We left home at 1145 and I was bid farewell by Jan, Janine and Chelsea. This time rather than flying via Singapore the flight was via Bangkok on Thai Airlines. I was expecting much tighter security at the airport but found that other than not being able to have scissors or razors in one's hand luggage there was no increased security at Perth airport.

I was impressed by Thai Airlines. My companion on this leg of the journey was an economist from Copenhagen returning to Denmark after a conference in Perth. In the Australian on my way up to Bangkok it said that the US and UK were likely to attack Afghanistan either today or tomorrow. These were not comforting words knowing that one would be crossing India and the Middle East in flying to Frankfurt overnight! 

Bangkok airport is very large but with less walking pavements than Singapore so I got far more exercise walking to the remotest gate in the airport for the departure of the Lufthansa flight to Frankfurt  which left at 0055.

TUESDAY OCTOBER 2
Quite surprisingly the flight from Bangkok to Frankfurt was full. As usual the flight to Frankfurt was long, in this case over 11 hours in length. I did not sleep. We arrived 15 minutes late in Frankfurt having taken a detour well south of Afghanistan. At Frankfurt I confirmed the Lufthansa flights for my return journey as there was to be no chance to do that at Kiev.

The flight to Kiev left Frankfurt at 1000. The plane was only half full which was a pleasant change. Seated in front of me and to one side was a middle aged lady wearing a Jesus motif T shirt. I asked her if she was on a Christian mission to Ukraine. The lady who was a Canadian said she was leading a group of people on a two week mission for the elderly and orphans in Ukraine.

I offered her a free CD and a book in Russian. She said she had been praying that someone would provide study material for her and was delighted with my offer. She felt it was an answer to her prayer and I felt it was a very encouraging start to the mission.

The plane landed at 1300 Ukraine time which is five hours behind Perth time. I was able to get through customs quickly. Waiting outside the airport was a beaming Kostya and a pastor called Victor who came from near Odessa. Victor had driven the 500 kilometres from Odessa that morning.

We had our traditional cheeseburger and Sprite at McDonald's and then commenced a six hour car trip south towards Odessa. The pastors in Ukraine amaze me that they are able to drive 1000 kilometres a day without apparent problems. Due to my lack of sleep I phased in and out of sleep during the mid afternoon.

The roads were generally good with progress being made through a number of villages. In the villages and in some places in the countryside people sat by the roadside awaiting passing drivers to stop and buy potatoes, sugar, tomatoes and other items from them.

We arrived at Sergey's house at 2030 some 37 hours since the start of my journey. Here we met Sergey and his wife together with Eugene the translator for the Odessa region presentations. 

We had a supper of welsh rarebit and grapes together with a most welcome cup of chai [tea] before heading off to bed at 2300. I felt I would have a good sleep.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 3
Awoke at 0445 and got up at 0600 to prepare notes. We breakfasted at 0900 on eggs, meat tomatoes and bread with green tea.

I had discussions with Eugene the translator to allow him to get used to the Australian accent as well as the content of the messages. At noon we went to the main church where the CD was loaded up onto the church computer. Our host Sergey who is a Paul gave his testimony and how as a young believer he spent a fair amount of his time building the church. The church was quite impressive and well decorated.

The system of Paul’s and Timothy’s has been set up under Kostya’s oversight. He has twelve Paul’s in the four regions in the south of Ukraine. Each Paul has three or four assistants who are called Timothy’s who are responsible for running the new churches planted in the various regions of which there are 41. During my mission I visited over one third of the new churches.

After our tour of the church we went to the Emmaus, a restaurant which had been converted to a church centre for children whose parents have a drug or alcohol problem. I said that in Australia a number of churches had been converted from a church to a restaurant. We met Sergey’s wife at the centre.

Sergey’s car had a very noisy bearing as we moved off so while this was being checked we discussed World War 3 and came to the conclusion that such a War was not likely at this time and that the statement by President Bush after the September 11 episode was somewhat exaggerated.

We now drove to our first house church at Roksolany village where we were met by Vladimir, the Timothy for the new church. The meeting was held in a house where I talked for about 1.25 hours and then answered questions.

 As with most places a meal or snack was provided. In this case it was of Ukrainian crackles and a fruit juice made of boiled strawberries. Eugene said that the people here were amazed that I would visit their home.

At 1700 we left the village and travelled to the church at Ovidiopol of which Sergey was the pastor. In the church yard were walnut trees and most of the party were soon foraging under the trees to find the fallen nuts and enjoy the walnuts. 

The church was a converted house with the congregation growing to such an extent that a bigger building was being sought. I addressed the group for well over the hour on prophecy. As normal the people were very attentive with a number of questions including the 144,000 witnesses.

After the service we went to Konstatin’s house for supper with borsch, potatoes, chicken and salad being enjoyed. His dog seemed to bark continuously and was almost hoarse. We eventually left for home at 2215 and by 2300 I was in bed.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 4

Awoke to a fine morning. I had a cold shower before breakfast of dumplings, bread, peanut paste with tea. We left Sergey’s house at 0900 and motored to the church at Bolschaya Bolina Village. The church was painted white with a small garden between the church itself and street fences. I addressed a group of mainly older people who asked a lot of questions after the presentation.

At 1200 we left Bolschaya Bolina for Konstantine’s house. Here I was renamed Peter Ivanovich or Peter son of John which is quite appropriate seeing my father’s name was Jack a derivative of John which is translated Ivan in Russian.

After lunch we held a meeting in a large room in the basement of his house. Konstatine and his wife have ten children which they have adopted. Some of them were present at the meeting as were others who had attended previously. I taught on the Character of God and the Satanic Attack on the Plan of God. We started at 1400 and finished shortly before 1700 after extensive question.

We now motored to a distant village of Novogradovka which prior to the war had been settled as a German enclave. Here we met a couple of Timothy’s, Vladimir and Sergey who had been present at the systematic theology seminar in Odessa last year. They had come to the village and planted the church. 

The situation was poor with the church being held in a hall. The congregation sat on wooden benches. There was a small pulpit with a single bulb illuminating the hall. We commenced at 1800 with the group singing a hymn. As in previous presentations Eugene and I nominated the Missioner to be the reader. 

The time of fellowship was good with some questions afterwards. We returned to the missioners house for supper arriving home at 2200 after a busy day. 

I then spent half an hour with Eugene the translator before talking about translation and the importance of accuracy when translating from the speaker to audience. The night was again warm with a full moon shining from a cloudless sky.

FRIDAY OCTOBER 5

Sergey had bought porridge with fruit which we enjoyed with cups of black tea before we departed to our first meeting. Sergey, my host, encouraged me by saying that most people we very light in their messages but the ones that I was presenting have significant substance. 

The road was lined with trees showing beautiful autumnal colours. When referring to the fig tree prophecy I was able to use this as an illustration.

Nikolayevka 2 village had a church in a house. There was significant opposition from the Orthodox Church in the village. Along the streets of the village which had a population of around 4000 ran groups of gaggling geese, some children and the odd tethered cow.

I taught for an hour or so on the Character of God and Future Events. The questions included how to overcome hardship and why do pagans appear to do so much better than the believer. I addressed this question using the churches of Smyrna and Laodicea from Revelation chapters 2 and 3. 

I pointed out that it was only in this life that God is able to bless you when you suffer as in eternity there is no more pain, sorrow and death, the old things have passed away. Also testing needs to be seen as building up a believer’s faith in God as stated in 1 Peter 1. We need to look to Jesus Christ as our solution to our problems. 

After the session which lasted some 2 hours we enjoyed a meal of open sandwiches with sardines, cheese, polony and tomatoes with the ubiquitous black tea.

We now headed for Odessa stopping for a short while at the Black Sea where a few fishermen were enjoying the warm midday sun. We now headed for Baraboy Village for the seventh session in two and a half days. Here again my colleagues found walnuts on which to snack. This was another house church. There was much resistance in the village to this church.

The group including Konstantine was small but we had over an hour in presentation and questions before heading to Odessa to catch the bus to Nikolaev. We arrived at the central bus depot about 15 minutes before departure time. The fare for the 120 kilometre bus trip was about $3 US. 

Having farewelled Eugene and Sergey we slowly exited Odessa and headed eastwards. We made on scheduled stop where vendor tried to sell us smoked fish.

About thirty kilometres out of Nikolaev there was a smell of rubber burning. The bus came to a halt, tools were brought out and a fan belt was replaced. At least we did not have to bump start the bus which had been the case in Livingstone on my fourth mission. We were on our way in twenty minutes.

Nikolaev was reached but major road works on the main bridge held us up for another 20 minutes. We eventually reached Kostya’s apartment at 2030 to be greeted by Valya. Here we enjoyed a supper of dumplings, coleslaw and much needed cups of tea before showering and retiring at 2200. The night was warm.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 6

I awoke at 0500 and rested for an hour and a half. After breakfast we travelled by public transport to Oxana’s church for as meeting of BEE. It was there I met Oxana. It was great seeing her again. There were about 20 students present including Sasha and another couple of folk I had met before. The Bishop was there as well, an imposing man with a ready smile.

The Bishop spoke for about fifteen minutes to open the conference and induct Sasha into the position of Director of BEE in the region a position held previously by Kostya.  I now spoke for some 30 minutes on the need for evangelism and helping young Christians grow to maturity. I emphasised the need for Bible Study and commended those present for being obedient which is a critical element of the Christian life.

We returned to Kostya’s house where we were able to discuss not only the itinerary but also receive an update of what Kostya had achieved in the last year and a bit. He and his team had set up some 43 churches with a structure of missioners.  We exchanged presents and discussed books agreeing to go ahead straight away with Genesis 1-11. It appeared also that Volume 1 would need to be reprinted and it was agreed that the Systematic Theology course be placed in any reprint. 

It was also noted that the two existing books had been very well received by Christians. Oxana’s son has now started school so that she is only available in Nikolaev which was understandable and commendable although disappointing due to her skills in the area of interpretation.

The day had started rather cold and dull but by lunchtime the sun had come out for a warm and sunny afternoon. Later in the afternoon I worked on my notes on Evangelism in preparation of the two day seminar on that subject with the Paul’s after the weekend.

I found that volume 6 of the Diploma Course was good background material for this subject having nine or ten lessons on various aspects of evangelism. I had used that text to prepare some notes prior to leaving Western Australia and the time this afternoon helped me to refine them somewhat.

In the late afternoon we went to the Church office to meet with the Youth Group for a two hour question and answer session. Met up with Oleg again. One of the youth group Ljuba took the CD and was able to load it onto her computer. She is keen to share it with other English speaking people in Nikolaev. 

We returned home at 2100 for supper. I retired soon afterwards and slept fitfully. 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 7

I was up at 0630 and after breakfast headed off to church at 0730 by tram and minibus. I gave a message to the Sunday School teachers at Kostya’s church.

In the main service I preached on Genesis 3 in a verse by verse form. It was a communion service which consisted of unleavened bread and a common cup with wine. After the service I had a most enjoyable time catching up with old friends. I received the traditional bunch of flowers and a number of photographs were taken. 

We then went to the new church site which was an old kindergarten. It had been bought by grants. We now returned to Kostya’s for lunch with Kostya’s father. The meal included a cream cake. After lunch I continued to work on the Evangelism notes.

In the evening we went back to the church office for a two hour question and answer session. This was the twelfth meeting I had addressed in five days. Overnight the representative from Crimea arrived and slept in my room on the sofa. I slept very well now being over jet lag.

MONDAY OCTOBER 8

We left for the office at 0800 to commence the two day seminar for the twelve Paul’s. I had met a number of these people on previous missions. Many of them greeted me with gusto giving me bear hugs. 

At these sessions one of the Paul’s volunteers to study the teaching method of the teacher. In this case Sergey from Odessa who had been my host was the volunteer. 

The day started with sessions by Kostya including a couple of videos. One of the videos was presented by a prominent physicist who had been converted soon after the fall of Communism.  He showed that initially there had been a lot of conversions but there had been a lack of growth of the believers. There were many gynaecologists and few paediatricians.

I then gave a series of five one hour lectures on Evangelism getting the delegates to read the Scriptures. From time to time we would have a break. One of the Paul’s named Sergey from northern Kherson province was a singer and was able to lead the singing with a guitar.

After three hours presentation we had a break for lunch which was plentiful. The room was crowded but we were all able to fit in and it was a good time of fellowship.

The sessions for today were

The Challenge of Biblical Evangelism

Being an Ambassador

Being an Honest Witness.

Characteristics of a Biblical Evangelist

Prayer Power and Evangelism

Biblical Examples of Evangelism

The day concluded with Kostya giving the last message. The day finished at 1900 with an evening meal. The group then dispersed to various houses for the overnight stay. 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 9

I arose early and headed off to the Seminar by van on a fine morning. Kostya again started proceedings after which I gave four hours of lectures. The subjects were

Special Evangelical Campaigns

Good Manners in Evangelism

Free will and signs following

Follow up Evangelism and Church Growth

During lunch hour a bicycle was constructed outside the office and given to a Timothy. Copies of my books were given out to Paul’s and in most I was asked to sign the books and add a word of encouragement.

After the seminar we went to the Central Railway Station to purchase tickets for tomorrow’s trip to northern Kherson Province. Here we said goodbye to the Paul from Crimea who was now facing an overnight trip back to the south of that province. As we were waiting in the Station forecourt we discussed some verses out of Micah.

En route for Kostya’s house we said farewell to Oxana. Soon after reaching home Olga arrived. She was the official interpreter at Oxana’s church. 

We left Nikolaev at 1700 and headed west through Noya Odessa stopping briefly at Sasha and Natasha’s house. We now proceeded to Scherbany Village and spent about three hours giving a presentation and answering questions in a house in the village. As I entered the house a teenage boy gave me some flowers. The fellowship was warm with a mixture of believers and unbelievers attending the meeting.

We now drove to our billet at Nickolai’s house at Voskensensk and enjoyed a late supper of bread, cheese, sausage and tea just before midnight. Kostya and I shared a room. The night was cool and I slept fitfully.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 10

I was up at 0600 and had breakfast an hour later. The weather was fine but cool. After breakfast we travelled to Voskensensk Technical School where I was given an hour to address some lawyers in training. The person who had arranged the visit was an atheist who informed us that I was not allowed to preach. 

The room in which I gave the address was long and quite narrow with about 50 students in lines of six across the room. As I entered with the group the student body stood up to greet us. I gave them an address on future things and creation. 

In the questions and answers session afterwards one of the students asked what I thought God looked like. This gave me an opportunity to discuss God and the Lord Jesus Christ and contrast creation and evolution. 

At the end of the session the teacher in charge said that it was interesting even though they had other ideas about God. I confirmed that I saw this as an opportunity to think about important things. After photographs we left the school building. 

The lecturer came out to see us in the car park and invited us back for a session on the morrow with accountants. She seemed very pleased with the presentation. 

We returned to our billet. While the others slept I had to prepare a message for the evening which was at the main Baptist Church in Voskensensk where I had preached on my previous missions. I decided to do an overview of the book of the Revelation. 

I was feeling quite tired so had a nap before heading for the Church. There I was warmly greeted by folk. One lady brought me greetings from the family in Noya Odessa whom I had hoped to see. 

I gave an address of an hour and a half to a full church of some 300 people who were very attentive. Afterwards there was a long questions and answer session making the total service time of about three hours. Some of the older men showed that they enjoyed my message by giving me a bear hug and kissing me. They do not seem to have very good razor blades in Ukraine! 

We returned to Nikolai’s house for supper of sausage’ cheese, macaroni and bread before retiring at 2300. The dog in a nearby yard seemed to constantly bark but I was soon asleep.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 11

Up at 0700 and because the internal plumbing in the house was out of order had a shower in the ablution block in the garden.  After breakfast we headed off to the Technical college to address the trainee accountants. This time I was able to refer to a one world financial system out of Revelation 13:16-18 together with a marking system for people. 

The presentation was well received. Again a question on our relationship with nature gave me an opportunity to discuss our roots and responsibilities to nature or a Creator God. After photographs with the students I was photographed by the lecturer. I presented her a copy of my Prophecy book as a memento. Kostya said that what we had done was a unique event which would not be repeated.

We now moved to the Specialised Technical School where I addressed about 400 students in a large auditorium on future events and the Bible. The head teacher who invited us to meet the Principal said that they were very interested in the talk as normally when you have visiting speakers the students tend to laugh and not pay attention. 

After about ten minutes with the Principal we headed towards Kozubokva village. The route took us through undulating country with views across a lake and autumnal tress. It was quite refreshing to see some variation in what is otherwise fairly flat terrain. The church was decorated for harvest festival. I gave a message for an hour and a half. We were really in the  country now. Many of the people were elderly ladies whose hard life was written in their faces. 

One lady was moved by the message and asked a question about turmoil in her life. I pointed to the Apostle Paul in Romans 7 where he talked about turmoil in his life and how there is victory in Christ. This seemed to help her a lot for which I was very grateful. The fellowship here as in most places was warm and after the message we enjoyed an afternoon tea of honey wafers, cakes and lemonade.

We returned to Nikolai’s house for a light snack before heading to the church to pick up folk for our fourth presentation of the day. A teacher from the Technical School together with her son accompanied us to Tucraty Village which was more like a town than what we would call a village.

The presentation commenced in an apartment at 1900. The electricity supply was very poor. I informed the people about Tanzania where I had preached in the dark and that if the electricity went out altogether we would still continue. Fortunately the electricity remained on. 

By about 2130 we were starting to get tired and we eventually finished the fourth presentation of the day at 2200. We had probably spoken to 700 people today. We now returned home and having had a late supper retired at 2330 tired but content with the day’s work.

FRIDAY OCTOBER 12

We were up at 0700 to a fine but cool day. We motored to Pribuzhany Village at the edge of South Bug River. Again the church was decorated for harvest festival. Again the presentation went for about ninety minutes which was followed by a large meal.

One of the older men called Vassily was considering being a Christian. His wife was a believer. I had discussions after the meeting to encourage him. We returned to Nikolai’s house after photographs. Winter is coming so I was shown the preparations by a tour of the basement.

Later in the day I presented a study of the Cries from the Cross, the Life of Joseph and the Ark to a Bible Study group held there in the lounge room. The meeting lasted about half an hour and was fruitful. I was unaware of this meeting until five minutes before it happened so was very glad to have the Omnibus edition of the Bible Topic Book handy to refer to.

After the study at 1900 we went to Nikolai’s sisters house where she was having a birthday party. I was asked to lead the singing of Happy Birthday as we entered her house much to her surprise. 

Here we met the old pastor of the church of the Large Loaves who sent me their regards. He is one of the Timothy’s and is supervised by his son in law.  The old pastor had three daughters all of whom were married to pastors. He still cycled to his church and was quite amazing for nearly seventy years of age. We had yet another large meal. I was asked to sing a hymn which I did. We returned home at 2300.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 13

Awoke with stomach trouble and had to purchase medicine at the local pharmacy. We left Nickolai and travelled to see Sasha, Natasha and Daniel. Here we taught in the church for a couple of hours. I had hoped to catch up with the Lady in Red Illona but she had moved so was not able to.  The group this morning included the Sunday School who were very well behaved With the freeing up of the email at Kostya’s we agreed to let each other know about prayer points via email. Olga said that she would be the translator. 

Sasha and family drove us to Nikolaev on a warm afternoon. About 20 kilometres outside Nikolaev we had a puncture and spent some time at a garage getting it fixed up. We arrived at Kostya’s at 1700. I had a shower and went to bed awaking about 2300. In an attempt to control the stomach trouble I grated some apple which nearly did not stay down and returned to bed  for a restless night.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 14

After being up in the night I was still in difficulties when the time came to leave at 0700 this morning. I prayed about the situation and decided to go on the Nikolaev Region rural section of the mission which was under a Paul called Anatoly who was Sasha’s father.

We headed out of Nikolaev and spent a couple of hours driving to Central Village for a service. The church there had rented the village hall and invited people from other villages to attend so I was pleased that I was able to go on this section of the journey. 

The hall was nearly full and I spoke for 90 minutes which was followed by 30 minutes of questions. A number of people came forward at the end of the meeting to pick up Gideon Bibles. 

The roads in some places were in very poor repair with Anatoly making quite large deviations. We had lunch at the Timothy’s house but I ate very sparingly. We now travelled for an hour to Pavlo-Marianovka Village. 

The village authorities were against my visit. When we arrived at the village hall some local young louts had occupied the hall and were making themselves a general nuisance with loud music emanating from the hall.

While we were waiting a resolution on that problem the local KGB officer arrived, identified himself and asked for my documents. I was quite relaxed about it as I knew my papers were in order and after showing my visa to Olga a couple of days before was aware that my visa was a “religious” visa. He looked at the passport, was satisfied and wandered off.

The louts were still being a nuisance so benches and chairs were brought to a shaded area just outside the hall and I gave my first open air presentation. Eventually the louts decided to move and the presentation was completed under very enjoyable conditions. I felt that being outside probably had more effect on the unbelieving locals than holding it indoors.

We now drove back to Anatoly’s house before walking to the church in Greygove Village where I had preached before. The message with Jewish Feasts as a framework and questions lasted two and a half hours. We walked home under a cloudless starlight sky. 

I was very thankful to the Lord that He had undertaken on this busy day for my stomach problem which seemed to be improving and was glad that I had grasped the opportunity to minister to these folk. I retired at 2315 and listened to some Baroque music before falling asleep.

MONDAY OCTOBER 15

I slept very well and awoke to a fine morning. I spent some time getting my mission journal updated. I appeared to have recovered from my stomach trouble which had been quite violent. We spent the morning relaxing with our hosts Anatoly and Natasha. Natasha was a very expressive lady who kept my companions in fits of laughter.

Olga translated a number of items from the conversation. One was about a person who met death at the market and was very scared. At that particular moment a grey cat with a most peculiar face appeared at the window. I suggested that the cat looked as if it had seen death at the market. It was most amusing.

The day was beautiful with autumn colours. During the morning a Timothy named Sergey and his wife arrived . He was at the service the previous night and asked a number of questions which had not been asked because of time restraints the previous evening.

As part of the morning I outlined the demise of the gift of tongues and the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem. Kostya also talked about the Temple saying that a full scale model of the Temple had been constructed in Florida at a theme park in about 9 months. In the late morning we farewelled Sergey on what he called his 600 cc Mercedes Benz which was a cross between a tractor and cart started with a crank handle.

After lunch we headed for a special school at Vorovskogo Village where the Principal, an atheist had allowed me to speak. Whilst much of the presentation was on Australia I was able to give two or three aspects of the gospel including the creation of the world using the different Australian animals and the structure of the human eye as examples. 

One young boy asked if we could see God which gave me additional opportunity to explain that God is a spirit and cannot be seen but Jesus Christ came so that we might see God. It was an interesting meeting with a mixture of atheists, children from deprived backgrounds and unbelievers in the audience. One teacher asked about the events of September 11 and Kostya said that there would be a meeting in the village on that subject.

The afternoon continued to be rather unusual with our group now relocating to the centre of Vorovskogo Village where some benches were set up in the open air. Here people came from the village and school to listen to a talk on future things. The sunshine was warm and I spoke for about ninety minutes. When I spoke on 666 relating it to marks on a Sprite bottle some elderly women got upset so I had to explain that the mark on the bottle was not the Mark of the Beast.

The meeting was made even more bizarre with an elderly man with a tracheaometry and apparently no voice box trying to answer questions. The question time got quite heated with many of the older women coming from an Orthodox background. They asked why I did not wear a large cross like a real priest, what icons I had and why I was not wearing special clothes. 

I pointed out that the whole basis of Christianity was not how you dressed but a relationship between yourself and God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the end Kostya and Olga were answering questions on the Orthodox Church. Some of the ladies became very aggressive In the end the crowd dispersed. At least they had heard a talk on future events in a systematic way from the Bible

Three of the teachers from the school heard the talk and questions which gave them some factors to consider. A most interesting afternoon. One felt almost like it being at one of Paul’s meetings where some said that they would hear more of him whilst others dismissed his words out of hand. At the end I said that I could not force anyone to believe but that every one deserved the opportunity to ear the truth and respond to it.

We returned to Anatoly’s house and had a late tea before heading back to Nikolaev to spend the night at Kostya’s. The sky started to cloud over and I thought perhaps the fine weather had finished. On our arrival we found Kostya’s son not well.

In the evening I caught up with the news on the radio and had a most welcome phone call from Oxana who had prayed for us on our journey. I have been very impressed with the genuine appreciations from the Ukrainians regarding the mission. I have made some close and special friends here after four missions. 

The news was that the bombing of Afghanistan was likely to finish this week which would suit me fine for my flight home. The news also that the Ukrainians had shot down a Russian jet liner over the Black Sea en route for Israel was not so comforting. I spent the evening writing up the journal and listening to the radio. I eventually retired at 2330.

TUESDAY OCTOBER 16

Just after midnight Peter, the brother of Valya arrived from Crimea and settled down on the couch in the study. I slept fitfully being quite cool at times but rested well. I was up at 0800 and in the morning spent some time looking at books of Western Australia. At 1045 we left to catch the train to Kherson. The journey to the train station was by bus which was very cramped but certainly better than walking.

Olga arrived about 20 minutes before the train left for Kherson region at noon.. The carriage was well appointed and very comfortable. It also helped that we had the carriage to ourselves.  For the first half hour Olga and I discussed translation clarifying a few words and concepts she was unsure of. At 23 years of age she is very competent and reliable as an interpreter. 

We were greeted at Vysokopolie at 1630 by another Paul named Sergey who was the singer at the seminar. We went to his house and then drove to a remote village for a presentation. We picked up a group of people from Natalina village and then moved on to Orlovo Village where we held a meeting in a house. It was very cold and Olga regretted not packing warmer clothes.  In the house however once people filtered in the house warmed up and was very comfortable.

I presented future things for an hour and a half and this was followed by questions. Sergey also sung a couple of songs which added to the evening. We retraced our steps and eventually arrived back home where we enjoyed fellowship and a meal before settling down for the night.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 17

Arising from a good night’s sleep I noticed the two cats asleep on a stove. They looked very comfortable and were preparing undoubtedly for several months staying in the warm. 

After breakfast we went to the church at Vysokopolie where we met Sergey’s father. He had been in a prison camp for 12 years during the Communist times having been sentenced at the age of 18. He was to be shot but survived. I gave a message for about two hours including questions and answers. There were questions on death, resurrection and future events. The group were basically mature Christians who appeared to enjoy the presentation.

After lunch at Sergey’s we visited the school at Mirolyubovka. The Principal had originally agreed to students being present at the meeting but cancelled her approval at the last moment.  There were quite a number of younger children so I was able to talk a fair bit about kangaroos and Australia and bring in the concept of creation and the Creator and that God wants to have a relationship with them.  At the end of the talk quite a number of the children came forward to receive books from Andrei the Timothy.

Leaving town we now headed to the village where Andrei lived. As he was not going to the Timothy conference at Bereslav on the morrow I gave him with Olga’s help a crash course in Eschatology while the van hurtled on towards the Black Sea. 

After leaving Andrei we stopped at the Black Sea and Sergey bought some salted smoked fish from vendors and proceeded to cut and rip them apart with his bare hands and hand it out to us to chew upon. The fish were very salty but tasty.

We now headed towards Ukrainka village for the evening service. The church was painted green and had a mural of Christ the Good Shepherd inside.  Outside it had a painted notice clearly stating what they believed and a crest which apart from the Greek subscript looked very much like that of EBCWA.

With the people inside the church, the church warmed up. Here I talked for about two hours including questions giving an outline of the Jewish Wedding and the Book of the Revelation.  I challenged the folk to seek out their individual spiritual gifts and work together as a church. Sergey played some tunes and sang to his guitar. 

After a most pleasant time we headed back home along innumerable gravel roads with Sergey talking at length about his ministry and experiences.  We arrived home at 2200 enjoyed an evening meal and retired to bed.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 18

Rose at 0730 to a cold but fine day. After breakfast and photographs with the family we headed south through a countryside of frost, fog and clear patches dotted with old collective farms and villages. Long lengths of road passed large fields with rich earth. It is the rich nature of the soil which is the saving grace of Ukraine. It in the past has been known as the bread basket of Russia.

We arrived at Bereslav just after 1000 for a conference with Timothy’s. The church in which the seminar was being held was the same one at which I had witnessed the baptisms in the Dneiper River last year. Since then they had added on a balcony and porch.  Outside the church there were more bear hugs and the odd kiss as I met Pauls and others from last year. The day became warmer although there was a cool breeze outside. 

I spoke to the Timothy’s for nearly three hours on the importance of spiritual gifts, church leadership, the blue print church from 1 Thessalonians 1 as well as prophecy and eschatology using the delegates as readers. A number of my books on Prophecy were handed out and I put personal messages in some of them. 

I was given a holy kiss by a couple of the delegates at the end of the seminar which was very successful. After lunch which concluded the seminar we headed to Nickolai’s house where we met his family including his son who again played the multi string Ukrainian lute.

About 1600 we drove to the village of Kachkazovka which was about half an hour outside Bereslav. On our way we stopped for photographs near a scenic river. At the village we were met by a tall grey haired articulate man called Simon who had held an important position in the village and was now a farmer. He had made a number of adverts about my visit to his village but found resistance from some of his neighbours. 

There were about 15 people present including the Mayoress and a lady who had been secretly baptised in the 1960’s. We had a good study of the Bible speaking on God’s Character, Prophecy and Eschatology. After the study and questions we enjoyed supper with the folk before heading back to Bereslav.

Arriving home I had a debriefing session with Kostya who said that the mission could not have been improved upon. I retired at 2200.

FRIDAY OCTOBER 19

Awoke to a cold and foggy morning with a mist across the Dneiper at the bottom of Nickolai’s garden. Having enjoyed breakfast and proceeded towards Kherson. The autumn trees looked quite spectacular in places. The weather improved as we approached Kherson. Here arriving at the church I bade farewell to Kostya and Olga who were returning to Nikolaev. Kostya was due to go to Austria for study towards a masters on the morrow.

The church at which the Paul of Kherson ministered was in the process of being built. It was very large and had been under construction for three years. The American sponsor of the church was sick with terminal cancer and the work had thus basically stopped.

Here I was introduced to Andrei my new interpreter. We had lunch at the church site and then headed off to Taginka village with the car being driven by Sasha, the Paul’s son. 

The elderly lady who rented the building to the church looked quite concerned when a car with three men in it screeched to a halt in front of her house half an hour before a meeting was to take place. She said she thought some people had come to rob her! Having cleared up the fact that we were holding a Bible Study the situation was soon sorted out.

About a dozen or so folk attended the meeting. Usually one had questions and answers at the end of the presentation but this time as we waited for others to come we had them at the beginning. Some of the questions were substantial ones. After the message we had a hurried afternoon tea before returning to Kherson.

Here I spent a couple of hours with the leadership of the Church of Jesus Christ the Saviour. I taught the need for good leadership, the model church and an introduction to eschatology. The leadership was very responsive and the pastor had to curtail the question time because of time restraints.

At 2000 we walked to Andrei's parents place where I was going to be staying for my time in Kherson.  Andrei's father is an interior decorator and has worked in Germany from time to time. In the evening we continued to discuss matters finishing quite tired at 2230.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20

Awoke to another fine day and having had breakfast walked to the church with Andrei along roads lined with apartments. Andrei who was my interpreter for three sessions is a university student and was very proficient in his work.

At the church we met Sergey, the pastor with his wife and four year old daughter. Together with the Timothy we travelled for a bout half an hour to Shirokaja Balca Village for a service. 

The head man at the church was very enthusiastic and showed me his house.. Because of the number of people attending the benches and chairs were brought out of the house and placed in courtyard outside the house. with a grape vine on a trellis providing shade from the sun.

As they sang a couple of hymns in the crowded courtyard I felt privileged to be ministering to these folk. The message was about eighty minutes long followed by a question time.. We had lunch in the courtyard, interrupted from time to time with leaves falling from the overhead vine. 

I again was struck by the faces of the elderly folk which portrayed the hardness of the life in the village being etched in their faces. We had photographs taken with one with me holding a baby which seems like a tradition now. 

After lunch we returned to my billet in Kherson and spent an hour of so watching a video series by Francis Schaefer called "How should we live?". I found the presentation solid and interesting. 

At 1630 we headed back to the church for the final session of the day. This was in a Bible Study format. I did an overview of the Book of the Revelation. My interpreter was Natasha who was also a university student Andrei having to catch the train to Austria where he was going to be interpreting for a couple of weeks. The message was for about ninety minutes with a study group of about sixty.

In the evening another young interpreter arrived at Alexander's house and we were able to converse through her until 2200 when I retired for the night. She was a member of the church who was in a bell ringing choir.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21
Awoke after a good night's sleep to a fine but overcast day. I had my breakfast of dumplings, tomatoes, cheese bread and tea before heading off to the church at 0900.  Both Alexander and Luba his wife were in the choir and I had the privilege to hear them practising in the crypt before the service without music. They were very good.

My last message also had another translator who was the wife of a pastor. This was my 45th message in 38 different locations in 18 days which had satisfied my desire for sharing the Word of God with people.  

I praised the Lord that even with Kostya having a bad cough for all of the mission my voice had not missed a beat.

After three choruses I gave a message on future things for just over an hour before a congregation of some 200 people. who all listened intently. This was followed by the choir I had been listening to in the basement and the pastor reading out prayer requests. 

After the service I met a number of people including a young lady who gave me the phone number of Svetlana Dunduk whom I had met at Noya Odessa on a couple of occasions and whose parents I had missed seeing in Nikolaev Province. 

As Alexander and Luba had to go to Taginka village where I had taught on Friday afternoon where Alexander was the Timothy I went to lunch at Sergey, the Paul's house after which I went to see Svetlana at her college.  

She was doing well at the college ands was about to tackle a major assignment in 1 Peter 1. She also said that she was looking into Christian schools in Ukraine.  

With my and other friends background in the formation of Christian schools in Western Australia and the recent receipt of John McEwan's verse by verse of 1 Peter chapter 1 I felt that the "coincidences" were interesting and our meeting was timely.

Sasha, Sergey's son picked me up from the college and we had a snack before heading off to catch the train for Kiev. At the station there were about a dozen people to see us off. It was quite sad leaving the group. 

Just after 1900 the train slowly pulled out of Kherson railway station. 

About an hour after starting the journey Sasha and Natasha , a lady travelling with Sasha to a meeting on youth work in Kiev on the morrow brought out an evening meal of sausage, egg, tomatoes, bread and jam which was enjoyed with a glass of railway tea in the traditional Russian silver container. I began to wonder what else the Ukrainians kept in their bags.

I now spent an hour or so reading and listening to J S Bach before I retired for the night on the seat which had been changed into a bed and spent the next eight hours sleeping fitfully.

MONDAY OCTOBER 22

Before my arrival the Ukrainians had been praying for fine weather for my mission as the weather prior to my arrival had been very poor Awoke at 0600 to another fine morning which meant that I had had nothing but fine weather for the mission. 

Outside it was cold with an overnight frost. We passed villages with rows of trees showing autumnal colours. The sun appeared shedding an orange light across the scene at 0745 while the train slowly trundled towards Kiev.

The train arrived at Kiev central at 0945 and proceeded to McDonalds for breakfast. It was Sasha's twenty third birthday, thus it was a bit of a celebration as it was only the second time he had been to such a restaurant. 

We had some difficulty in finding the bus to the airport. It left the railway station and soon parked for half an hour. It was just as well I had left a lot of time to get to Borispol airport.

I arrived at Borispol almost two hours before take off and having farewelled Sasha and Natasha passed through customs without a problem. I had a cup of tea at the Irish Bar to celebrate the end of the mission before going to the flight.  

The check in for the flight was very strict with each passenger being swept over by a metal detector and all carry on luggage opened and examined before accessing the plane.

At Frankfurt I was walking in the terminal when, going round a corner I was confronted by a soldier with a sub machine gun who said the area beyond him was closed, presumably for a bomb scare. I waited some five hours before the flight to Bangkok was called. I had a window seat which proved to be very cramped and vowed to ensure I had an aisle seat in the future.

TUESDAY OCTOBER 23

In contrast the flight from Bangkok to Perth was very good with fewer people and more leg room. On the flight I met a fellow from Perth and arranged to send him a copy of the prophecy book.

I arrived back in Perth at midnight about fifty hours after leaving Kherson only to find for the first time on ten missions my luggage had not made it back and gone missing. I eventually received my bag almost ten days after my return. It had gone to Split for some unknown reason

This concluded what had been a very full and blessed mission.

