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INTRODUCTION

After my second mission tom Ukraine in October / November 1999 work proceeded on the second volume to be translated into Russian based on the Perth Christian Bible Ministry Prophecy publication. In addition to the prophecy book additional material especially relating to Chronology from volume 6 of the series was included. 

Oxana due to the detailed work that had occurred on the first mission in 1998, where we spent eight days going through doctrinal material, was able to complete the translation and forward the manuscript to Nick the editor in Kiev prior to Christmas 1999. 

The book was edited and due to the generosity of the Assembly was able to be printed in early May coinciding with the sending out of missionaries from Ukraine to Russia on 2 to 7 year missions. This was particularly important as missionary activity in Russia was getting progressively more difficult. The timing of this was impeccable.

During the year I had forwarded a verse by verse commentary on the Revelation to Oxana for her review together with notes on a Systematic Theology Course based on volume 1 with the concept of arranging the production of a third book as a result of this mission. In this I had been encouraged by a significant donation from a group in New Zealand towards printing material in Ukraine.

It was just six weeks from my return from the first mission to the Philippines that I found myself back at Perth International Airport ready to leave on my third mission to Ukraine. In the interim I had been blessed with engineering work which considering it was the start of the new financial year, the start of a new tax system and the short time period was unexpected and much appreciated.

WEDNESDAY 9 AUGUST

Arriving at the airport at 1330 I said goodbye to the family and was soon on the Singapore Airline service to Singapore. The plane was full. The people in the seats next to me were a Singaporean couple with the wife a teacher of Buddhism.

Changi airport was again immaculate. Here I visited the Flight Transfer desk and was able to get an aisle seat rather than one in the centre of the row for the leg to Frankfurt. Boarding the Lufthansa flight just before midnight my travelling companions for this sector were two Portuguese Police officers on rest and recreation leave after serving six months with the United nations in East Timor. 

They told me that they had served with the UN in a number of hot spots over the years including Kosovo and Angola. The spoke no German and appeared to be quite happy to chat to me. They proved to be jovial companions on what was a very squashed 12 hour flight to Frankfurt.

THURSDAY 10 AUGUST

It was good getting the legs going again in Frankfurt. Here I had a five hour wait before my flight to Kiev and was able to use the time to continue reading the Revelation commentary in preparation for discussions with Oxana.

The two hour flight to Kiev was delayed slightly but arrived on time. I passed through customs with no problem and was met by a beaming Kostya and Nick in the milling crowd outside then International terminal. Our first call was to the Central Baptist Union to hand in the passport to the authorities for validation. 

We there were met by a youngish man who spoke good English. He told me that he had used the books in preparing messages and that he had found the easy to use. I was also greatly encouraged by the news from Nick that the Director of the Irpen Bible Institute had endorsed the books for his students. I was told that it is rare for him to endorse books.

As Kostya and I were to catch the train to Nikolayev at 1800 Nick took us on a tour of some of the sights of Kiev, We first went to the music conservatory and saw near it the great semi circle of aluminium and associated statues of the late Soviet era. From a location set in this park we were able to view the river and lower areas of Kiev.

Travelling to the old centre of town we passed a fountain complex before arriving at the newly constructed Orthodox Cathedral. The last time I had seen this was on a wet and dull day in November. This time it was in bright sunshine. The golden cupolas shone brilliantly, the frescoes and blue colouring of the cathedral completed a striking picture.

We went into the cathedral which was heavily ornamented with frescoes of the disciples, gold and richness. In areas thin candles burnt. One could imagine how peasants and poor people would respond to such overt richness. With their background they could even think that they had entered heaven on earth when confronted with the opulence of such a building.

Travelling to the lower city area we saw open markets in which a large variety of goods were on sale. The streets in this area were steep old and cobbled. It was quite picturesque, As a backdrop was the famous church of St Andrews Church built by an Italian master some years ago.

Kostya, Nick and I went to the food hall and ate well before arriving at the train station. Here we briefly met Nick's wife and her sister before boarding the train for Nikolayev. 

Train travel is very extensive in Ukraine. A recent edict has said that you had to book your ticket with your passport. As Kostya did not have my passport I traveled as his cousin. There was very little family likeness. When the attendant arrived I remained looking fascinatingly out of the window to a less than striking Ukrainian scene hiding my wedding ring as the Russians wear this on their ring on their right hand. 

We enjoyed a cup of tea in a glass held in a silver holder which is a tradition on trains in this country and headed south. On the previous mission Kostya and I had been in a compartment by ourselves. 

As it was high season we were joined by a middle aged lady which I found quite unusual. My previous recent experience of overnight train travel was in Africa between Tanzania and Zambia where a strict single gender code was strictly in force  Here however the problem was solved by either us or the lady spending some time in the corridor while the others changed.

Kostya made up our beds and by 2030 I was asleep to the rocking of the train. Being tired after the previous night on the plane I was soon asleep.

FRIDAY 11 AUGUST

I slept well awaking at 0430 due to jet lag. Awaking prior to arrival in Nikolayev 

The sun was up at 0530 and we arrived in Nikolayev some 90 minutes later feeling quite refreshed. We took a taxi to Kostya’s house and was met by the family. 

I was surprised to see Katya there as she had been accepted into University in Crimea as a medical student but found that her term did not start until just after my visit. I enjoyed a shower and shave before a welcome breakfast. Towards the end of the meal the door bell went and Oxana arrived which allowed much freer dialogue.

After breakfast I learnt of the itinerary which comprised going to the four regions which Kostya was now responsible for. In my previous missions his duties involved work in the Nikolayev and Odessa regions but to these had now been added the regions of Crimea and Kherson. 

There were seventeen speaking engagements all but four being scheduled as 2 to 3 hours in length. It was to include three more overnight train trips as well as a fair amount of journey by road involving Nikolai the driver from last year.

In the afternoon I met a couple who were related to Valya who were going to the Christian University at St Petersburg to train for a year prior to possible missionary work in India. The husband had brought a computer for Kostya which had been the subject of a prayer request by Ray on the previous mission.

I spent the rest of the afternoon selecting material to give for Saturday’s meeting with church leaders and the Sunday service at Kostya’s church. The night was really warm as I went to my room and spent some time starting my log before retiring and sleeping well.

SATURDAY 12 AUGUST

It was some time before dawn when the noise of barking dogs combined with jet lag woke me from my sleep. Oxana arrived at 0900 and went to the office where the nine leaders of the Baptist churches in the region had assembled for the first presentation. A number of the delegates were old friends who I recognised from my previous missions including Sasha, the driver from the first mission and Nikolai from last year.

I presented a three hour session on he Systematic Theology Course and the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. The subject material was well accepted as well as the methodology for presenting it in combination with volume one. 

It was agreed that Oxana would translate the pages into Russian and obtain copies for our field visit presentations. The provision of a booklet for young and intermediate believers were also discussed. I was encouraged when a number of the delegates said they regularly used the books for message preparation. 

After meeting Daniel who was Sasha’s son and a late lunch we spent some time viewing a video on Joseph. The film was dubbed in Russian with the sound track being heard in English from time to time. I was impressed by the way it followed the Scriptures. The night was warm and I retired quite early.

SUNDAY 13 AUGUST

Rising at 0700 we left for church an hour later visiting the church office en route. The office had been redecorated since my last visit and looked smart. The quilt from our church was there.

At the church I met some old friends and made a number of new ones. The two young fellows who had been converted on my first mission were there and had progressed in their Christian life came up and greeted me as did Tanya the artist.

I preached on the 12 signs of the coming Tribulation complementing the study that I had given at the church on the last mission. Some of the ladies were very enthusiastic about the Prophecy Book which was a great encouragement. At the end of the service a middle aged lady in blue came forward and became a Christian which was a great joy for the congregation. 

We returned to Kostya’s house by public transport and spent the rest of the day preparing for the travels to Crimea and Odessa. We also watched a video on the life of Jacob which was excellent. 

At about 2200 we headed off to catch a bus to take us to the main railway station to catch the night train to Crimea. There were a large number of people waiting but we eventually got a mini bus and trundled along dark streets to the terminal. Oxana arrived with plenty of time and just before midnight the train to Simferopol pulled out of Nikolayev Central and headed south.

Because we had not caught the train at a terminus all the bottom bunks were occupied and as access to the top bunks did not have the usual foot helps or ladder I decided to wait until a bottom bunk became available especially as the people in the bottom bunk were elderly and if I fell on them felt that the results could be fatal. In addition I had some doubt as to my athleticism to give me access to the upper bunk.

There were fold up seats in the corridor so while I waited I made good progress in reviewing the book of the Revelation.

MONDAY 14 AUGUST

At about 0100 the train stopped and a whole compartment was vacated. My redoubtable travelling companion was in making up a bed before the train stopped ands slipping off my shoes I was actually in bed as the train ground to a halt. A family came in and refilled the compartment but before long I was asleep lulled by the swaying of the coach and the rhythmic noise of the track.

Leaving the train Kostya organised our bus trip to the south coast before we enjoyed an al fresco breakfast at a café. The ubiquitous McDonalds was seen doing a roaring trade near the station. Before leaving on the bus Kostya showed us the medical school where he had trained and where Katya was due to commence studies next month.

The bus was stiflingly hot. As we were not going to the terminus, which I assume was Yalta, our bags had to be placed in the bus. Our feet were therefore straddling the bags and with briefcases on our knees it proved to be a cramped journey.

There was a welcome relief as the bus engine started, activating the air conditioning. Heading south the journey which lasted about two hours traversed increasingly rugged country with the final descent to the Black Sea coast being on a steep road through huge limestone bluffs. Periodically there were groves of deciduous trees, interspersed with small villages with vendors selling mainly fruit from apples, pears and plums to pineapples all of which seemed to be of excellent quality.

We arrived at the Baptist Church at Gurzuf north east of Yalta and had lunch before going to the places where we were being billeted.. Kostya and I were hosted by a family whose apartment set high on a hill had extensive views over the Black Sea. Here I spent time working on the message for the evening.

In the afternoon we walked down to the Black Sea and spent a couple of hours swimming. On our return one of the daughters was playing Bach on a piano which I enjoyed. We went back to the church in the late afternoon. The church was a situated on a hill with about 40 steps to get to it from the access road. The Baptists must get fit here. Both Kostya and I felt a bit queasy so we decided to refrain from eating for a while. As a trained doctor Kostya also purchased some medicine.

The meeting went well with the new format being well received. I spoke for nearly two hours and a number of good Christian contacts from Kiev were made with people holidaying here. This included some English speaking people with email facilities who were keen to receive literature by that medium.

After the meeting we spent some time talking to the pastor, a very enthusiastic man who was ex military. He was a graduate of the top military school in the former USSR and had headed up a senior position in the military forces. The collapse of Communism had caused him to question what life was about and in 1990 he became a Christian. He was now very keen to start church planting in the Crimea.

Kostya and I returned to the apartment where we were given the lounge room as our bedroom. The moon was full over a calm Black Sea and from our vantage point a wide river of silver as a reflection made the view magnificent with the lights from the area below us adding to the scene. We had had a full but very satisfactory day.

TUESDAY 15 AUGUST

The night was warm and I slept well. I was up at 0600 preparing an outline for the evening message when I decided to use 1 Thessalonians 1 as a main text involving Church planting. As a number of people would attend both presentations a new 2-3 hour presentation was prepared.

We walked to the church where we enjoyed breakfast of sausage, mashed potatoes, semolina and bread. We now went to another beach. This one was crowded with people. Many of them were laying on wooden beds under the shade. We had some low beds and I spent the next four hours reviewing Genesis 1-11 and swimming. The water was cool but refreshing.

We returned to the church at 1500 via the apartment where we dressed for the presentation. After a late lunch I spent additional time on the evening message.

The service which had as a prime aim the setting up of church planting in Crimea. The service started at 1700 and went through to 2030. I spoke for 2.5 hours with Kostya also speaking on church planting. At the meeting copies of volume 1 together with copies of the Russian translation of the Systematic Course were handed out

At the conclusion of the session 10 men nominated for a course in Church Planting which was a very positive result. The local pastor said that 2-3 nominations for the course would have been encouraging but ten nominations was excellent. 

Kostya’s desire to set up a church planting programme in Crimea had been, under God’s grace accomplished. It was now our responsibility to pray for its success. It was very exciting.

After the evening meal we were driven to the place where we were staying. Here while Kostya talked to another pastor I was able to complete my review of Genesis 1-11 before retiring quite late.

WEDNESDAY 16 AUGUST

Awoke to a fine morning with the Black Sea looking a real picture. We left our hosts at 0800 and by going up and down numerous steps arrived at the church for breakfast some twenty minutes later. Here I again met the Choirmaster and the Ukraine Christian Business Man Director. Prior to breakfast I continued work on 2 Thessalonians, my next book for verse-by-verse analysis.

We had a substantial breakfast consisting of buckwheat and milk, sausage and mashed potatoes, bread and apricot jam fruit juice and tea. The cook was a large lady who until recently had been the chef at a local restaurant and was enthusiastic about everyone enjoying the meal.

After breakfast we drove to Yalta as spaces on the bus to Simferopol were very limited. We rose from the coast through a landscape dominated by limestone outcrops. The flatter land was well populated with a number of smallholdings together with numerous stall holders who seemed in the main to be selling onions and dried fish.

From the ridge along which the road ran extensive seascapes were seen. On our way to Yalta we were passed by a large number of police cars heading north. We found that there was a meeting of all CIS leaders in Yalta. Kostya said that we had to pray that the road to Simferopol was not closed to traffic as it often is if there is an important meeting in Yalta.

On this warm late morning Yalta appeared as a very pretty city set between the sea and the omnipresent limestone mountains with shady boulevards as we headed towards the harbour. Here we enjoyed a short boat cruise up the harbour on the SS Margate. 

Most of the banks of the harbour had tourist type accommodation ranging from generally modest hotels to dachas or holiday houses. The boat tour ended at a dacha in the form of a castle overlooking a jetty. As we returned to the city ultra light planes on floats landed on the harbour.

We left Yalta at 1330 and climbed over the major ridge that separates the coastal region from the central area of Crimea and caught the train for Odessa. In common with the buses the air conditioning on the trains do not start before the train moves off so again we were very warm.

This time the three of us were accompanied by a sailor returning to Odessa. He told us of the foundering of a Russian submarine in northern Russia. Talking about radioactivity Kostya told me about Chernobyl and said that there was a dam leaking in Ukraine which if it failed would be expected to remove a nuclear power station from its foundations having radioactive implications for the Black Sea far more difficult than even than Chernobyl. It was quite an uplifting evening with such concepts!

THURSDAY 17 AUGUST

Awoke early to a cloudless day to find that I had no voice. I felt congested in the throat but felt confident that it would improve during the day. The thought of a speaking tour without a voice was put to prayer.

The train pulled into Odessa at 0700 and we were met by Nickolai and his yellow “machina” as they call a car in the Russian. He had parked in a taxi stand so was keen to get going.  Odessa railway station was very ornate probably predating the Russian revolution.

Leaving Odessa we headed towards Belgorod Dnestrovski purchasing honey melons from the roadside en route. As it would be too early to visit our hosts we spent a couple of hours at the beach swimming and relaxing.

We arrived at Belgorod Dnestroviski at 1300 and were shown to our rooms. I remembered our host from the first mission and following Kostya’s example greeted the pastor with a holy kiss. We had a late lunch which enabled me to complete the overview of 2 Thessalonians ready for further work and publication on my return home.

The Baptists here have been building a huge church for about 7 years financed by American and German believers. They showed us the church with its many tasks being performed which allowed me to talk about the variety of spiritual gifts, being ambassadors for Christ and fishers of men. 

Because of the building project nearing the deadline the talk was limited which was just as well as my voice was limited due to the throat infection. Copies of the books were distributed and again a number of people who had already received them said that they had used them for message preparation. 

In the evening we visited the Turkish Castle for which this town is famous and on the shore of the Black Sea Kostya, Oxana and I were able to discuss a possible intensive course for 2001. In addition using the two published volumes as a base Kostya suggested that small booklets of courses could be made similar to and including the Systematic Theology courses presented in Zambia and the Philippines. 

I felt that the throat infection together with the activity at the church had allowed this opportunity so that all things had worked together for good.

We returned to our hosts and retired to a warm night after an excellent evening meal.

FRIDAY 18 AUGUST

After a good breakfast we set off for Odessa. One of the main features of this section of the mission were the number of people selling water melons from the side of the road. The piles of water melon were large. In one place we saw a huge truck full of water melon. How they could expect to sell them I do not know. Our host had told us that three weeks ago there had been a hail storm in the area so perhaps there was a local shortage.

We arrived at Odessa Baptist Seminary, having enjoyed a honey melon overlooking a lake where people were fishing from a jetty, and were allocated rooms. 

I shared a room with Nickolai who was now an associate pastor at Kostya’s church. He had been a leader of the Communist Youth who had been converted a number of years ago. We heard that there would be hot water after lunch so we enjoyed our first hot shower in a few days.

After lunch I spent time commencing a review of the book of Daniel and preparing for the evening service at Grigor Myskala some 40 kilometres east of Odessa. The church was full as we commenced the service. 

A pastor John from Bulgaria who had previously been a pastor at the church was there and participated in the meeting with his musically talented family. I gave my presentation in two halves and he gave a final exhortation. One man came forward and became a Christian which again was encouraging. As usual the singing of the Ukrainians was excellent.

The pastor of the church commented on how things had changed as a few years ago it would have been unthinkable that an Australian would address his church. 

I met the choir conductor who spoke some English as did a couple of young women who had recently studied in Hungary. We returned to Odessa Seminary at 2300 and was soon in bed.

SATURDAY 19 AUGUST

Awoke early to dawn breaking and had a cold shower which was invigorating at 0600. I found out later that had I put the warm tap on I could have had a hot shower. You win some, you lose some.!

At 1000 we met with the Odessa church planters. It was a public holiday to celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration. I was able to use this fact to commence my illustration of the Character of God using the miracle of the Transfiguration as an example of the Total Righteousness of God.

We covered a lot of ground including for the first time the paper on the Ministry of the Holy Spirit in this age. This was well received. About 20 people attended this session with a number of questions fielded. I arranged for the Odessa Seminary to email me so that I can attempt to send books for their library by email for an electronic library. 

The closing words from the leader of the group who was the pastor of the church at which I talked last night were very encouraging asking when I might be able to minister in the Odessa region again.

We had lunch of borsch, a type of rich soup, bread and tomatoes before heading eastwards towards Nikolayev. The day was hot with the bitumen starting to melt. The car had no air conditioning but with the window down a breeze albeit hot reduced the heat marginally. It really felt like summer in Australia.

Arriving back in Nikolayev at 1600 I enjoyed a cold shower and worked on the message for tomorrow before a late evening meal and watching a dubbed film on Masada starring Peter O’Toole as the Roman leader.

SUNDAY 20 AUGUST

I was up at 0600 ready for the tram and van ride to church which is a number of kilometres from Kostya’s house. The trams rumble along well worn tracks past some relics from Soviet times. At the office we picked up the amplifier for the church service.

As in the case of last week I spent half an hour answering questions from a group of people before the service. One lady indicated she wanted to become a Christian. What a blessing that was.

Our driver from the first mission together with his wife gave a presentation of the Transfiguration including a song about it. After the service we greeted each other with a bear hug.

My message was limited to 35 minutes rather than a hour, as I rose to speak as another church runs a service from the hall almost as soon as we finish. A quick review of the subject matter allowed me to modify the message speaking on the miracles of Christ showing His Characteristics and our position in Christ. After the service a young lady came forward to say that she had become a Christian at her house during the week.

The youth group gave a song and Kostya’s father came up and kissed me on the cheek, a sign of his appreciation of the message which was most encouraging. We returned to Kostya’s for lunch after which we spoke further regarding books including one on the Holy Spirit and that next year’s mission would be based on an intensive course which could then be taken into the Russian speaking areas.

Kostya was off to a study course this weeks so it was Oxana, Valya and myself who traveled back to the church office for a questions and answer session.  The room was full by just after 1700 and questions were asked and answered until 2000. It was a very fruitful time. The lady who had become a Christian at my first service was there and asked a couple of questions. I felt that she was on her way to becoming a strong Christian.

Arriving back at 2100 and after an evening meal I had a cold shower, this time by design and retired to a warm night.

MONDAY 21 AUGUST

Awoke to a very warm morning with the thermometer in the kitchen rising to 42 C. This was the only rest day on the mission so as I had finished an outline on 2 Thessalonians I commenced a review of Daniel. The whole day was spent in the office with cups of tea and water interspersed with meals and cold showers. The small tape recorder played Bach, Handel and Vivaldi which helped the concentration.

The review involved going through the Bible margin notes to the section of verses involved. By late afternoon I had completed Daniel and started on 1 Corinthians. After about 10 hours of writing I decide d to finish for the day and watched a dubbed version of Abraham before heading for bed at 2300 to a very warm night.

TUESDAY 22 AUGUST

Awoke to a hot day. Having had my 6th cold shower in 24 hours I felt after 36 years I probably now qualified as an Australian! I completed the review of 1 Corinthians just before Nickolai picked me up for journey to Eastern Ukraine just before 1230. It was my first visit to the area east of Nikolayev in three missions. Kostya’s overview was now of a quarter of the Ukraine a doubling of responsibility he had under the previous program.

We picked up Oxana, greeting a beaming pastor of our acquaintance who happened to be passing by. As we left Nikolayev the bitumen was melting as we passed through flat agricultural land. The temperature in our water bottles which had come out of the refrigerator in Nikolayev were warmer than luke warm when we reached our destination. 

We stopped for while in the shade near a canal to enjoy some water melon witched by a large number of crows perched on telephone wires waiting to migrate somewhere. Perhaps it was too warm for them as well.

We arrived at Anatoly’s house in late afternoon. He was a veteran of the Afghanistan war where the Soviet Union had tried to support the Communist government against the Taliban. They like the British 100 years before found that wars in Afghanistan were costly. He told us a lot about the conditions there in the mid 1980’s and how his parents had been Christians before he had been drafted.

He told of his struggle prior to accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour and how he had set up the church in the village. The authorities would not give him land to build a church on so he bought an old house in the village and built a church on that site. He was not only an active pastor in his church but had led missions to the old Yugoslavia. 

This brought to mind the fact that whilst the languages of Eastern Europe are both many and diverse the common language of the area was still Russian allowing an atheistic group to provide efficient access into a large area of the world in not a dissimilar way that Koine Greek by Alexander the Great had covered the known world at the time of Christ. The potential for the web site became gained relevance with this though in mind.

We walked the few metres to the church which had filled up and gave a 90 minute presentation on current events and the reliability of the Bible. At one point in the service I referred to preaching in a darkened church in Tanzania. The Lord has a sense of humour as just at the start of question time the lights in the village went out so that the service concluded in candlelight. I made a mental note not to use that illustration again!

Returning to Anatoly’s house the power was restored and over a meal we spent time having fellowship and discussing prospects.

WEDNESDAY 23 AUGUST

Slept well overnight and having had breakfast we were on our way to Bereslev by 0730. The journey took us about an hour. At the road junction Pastor Nickolai arrived, greeted the men with a holy kiss and we proceeded into the town. 

The was Ukraine’s Independence Day and also the day of 16 people being baptised. After a short service we walked to the River Dneiper which is about 7 kilometres wide at this point where the candidates were baptised. 

After the baptism we returned to the church where the newly baptised members were given flowers and a memorial of their special day. The service also included a communion service which involved a common cup of wine and a shared loaf.

At 1115 I started a series of presentations which finished just after 1300. Proceeding outside the church the whole congregation now enjoyed a picnic lunch under the trees in the area surrounding the church.

Nickolai the pastor and another pastor from a nearby village were both very enthusiastic and had also recently been on a mission to Yugoslavia. Returning to the manse we slipped into bathers and went for a swim in the Dneiper which runs near their block.

After tea it was time to go on village evangelism. The young people of the church had undertaken children’s work in the village which had then spread to adults. We therefore went to go to talk to the adults which were mainly older ladies.

The pastor, his wife Nickolai the driver and Oxana sang some spiritual songs and this was interspersed with a series of short messages. I was asked to give one on the spur of the moment and talked for about a quarter of an hour. I found it quite a challenge to talk to a group of people who said that they knew nothing and therefore were not able to ask questions.

Nickolai the driver gave his testimony about his time in Germany where he was a martial arts expert. Amazing who you meet on trips like this. We returned to the manse for a late evening meal and fellowship until well after 2300.

THURSDAY 24 AUGUST

Arose to a cooler morning and leaving Bereslev mad e our way cross country to Vosnesensk. While Nikolai drove Oxana and I spent a couple of hours going through Genesis 1-11 clarifying areas for the new book. 

We arrived at Noya Odessa in the late morning and were able to meet the family with whom we had been corresponding with. As always they were very enthusiastic. It was Svetlana’s 18th birthday. She had recently graduated top of the class at her school and proudly showed us her gold medal and some of the graduation video. Nadia her sister was the great cake maker and made a couple of cakes for our visit. I was able to give them a copy of the Russian books and a copy of the booklet on Australia.

This family said that they had been praying for me during the year we had been apart and were continuing to pray for the ministry. This was a great encouragement

After an enjoyable meal with them we motored the last kilometres into Vosnesensk. We went to the church and found that the “top” church was now open having a seating capacity of 300. We met old friends from the first two missions and then went to the pastors house to await the time of the meeting with church planters.. 

Here we enjoyed another meal before I spent some time preparing for both tonight’s and tomorrow night’s service at the church. There was certainly no shortage of speaking opportunities. 

The evening meeting was with church planters and was held with about a dozen men in the church basement. It proved to be a very lively meeting with a number of questions fielded. I taught on a number of subjects including the Holy Spirit’s ministry in the Church Age.

After the service I met the old pastor whose village we had been to last year when we received the large loaves of bread. I was able to give him a book. The pastor is 66 years old and that day had cycled 56 kilometres to the village and back to advertise an evangelical event for Saturday.

After yet another fine meal we discussed a systematic theology course in Ukraine where we could train people in the southern region to go out and lead seminars in the other regions. The night for a change was quite cool.

FRIDAY 25 AUGUST

Awoke to a cooler morning and spent the pre breakfast period planning for the church service at Sasha’s church. This church is one of the smaller ones and is held in the house of culture. Prior to the service Nikolai and I played a game which was a cross between chess and draughts. I learnt the rules as I went along.

At the service there were about thirty people including Illona, the lady in red, who had been converted on my last mission and had since progressed and been baptised. The session was very relaxed with some people coming from a far village to attend the session. They said that would have walked if necessary to get to the session. It made me feel very humble and impressed with their desire to hear and learn the Word of God. 

The presentation went for nearly three hours with questions. After the service Sasha asked if they could be my prayer partner which I readily agreed to. This again like so many other incidents was most encouraging. It was as if these were valuable additions to the mission. How little I deserved them.

After the meeting we lunched at Sasha and Natasha’s house. He father Alexander was there. He was on holiday from northern Russia. They sang Russian songs. It was most uplifting.

In mid afternoon we returned to Vosnesensk for the service in the big church. On the journey back I felt led to teach out of Genesis 15 regarding the cure for worry. The service was in three parts interspersed with songs. It was interesting that the songs after the first session were on God helping us with our problems.

After the service there were a number of questions and book signing before having a light meal and heading off towards Nikolayev on a warm evening. We arrived at Kostya’s at 2200 and was in bed about an hour later.

SATURDAY 26 AUGUST

Awoke to the sound of rain falling but by morning it was overcast and dry. Nikolai called for me after breakfast and we walked down to the office for the last conference of the mission with church planters from the Nikolayev region.

Here we spent almost four hours in presentations and answering questions from an interested group of ten pastors. Towards the end Kostya arrived back from Khercon where he had been attending a five day course. 

He proceeded to give the pastors some homework in Systematic Theology and said that by the time of the proposed conference in 2001 the pastors in the region would be thoroughly versed in the Major Themes of the Bible Book.

Oxana joined us for lunch after which we discussed the mission and reviewed further activity. It was considered by all that the mission had been a great success with all four regions visited and key members ministered to. It was felt that my ministry in Ukraine was now accredited and that a mission next year should be in the form of an intensive training course as the next logical step in the process.

The course for next year was likely to be an intensive six day course for the leaders of the church in Southern Ukraine and their wives and perhaps selected key students. The number of delegates would be about 20.

Preparation of material should include teaching of important doctrines of the word using the prophecy book, Systematic Theology, Genesis 1-11 and Pastoral Theology. The timing of the conference would be late September, early October at a venue to be arranged.

It was agreed to print Genesis 1-11 as monies became available as well as a pamphlet on the Holy Spirit with the commentary on the Revelation following in due course. It was also agreed that Kostya and I would co-operate in the production of a booklet for young believers further extending the value of the Major Themes Book.

Later in the afternoon I spent time packing and considering the message for Kostya’s church for tomorrow. We then watched a video on David and enjoyed a late dinner before retiring to my room to listen to a Bach Cantata on the tape recorder before falling asleep.

SUNDAY 27 AUGUST

For a change it was wet so umbrellas were the order of the day as we headed by tram and minibus to Church. After questions before the service I preached on the Satanic Attack on the plan of God and the Blind Man as an example of the unbeliever. After the service which included a presentation from the Sunday School we had photographs of the church group before returning home.

We had some final discussions and due to the rain we went by taxi to the train. Nikolai and Sasha were also travelling to Kiev and we also saw Sasha’s father in law on his way back to Russia carrying copies of the books for his church.

Kostya had brought a meal with him for the train journey. This we enjoyed complementing it with Railway tea. As it was to be a long time before I got to my bed in Australia I tried to sleep on the train. I did so but fitfully.

MONDAY 28 AUGUST

We disembarked from the train at 0550 having been woken up by the attendant just before 0500. We met and said farewell to Nikolai and Sasha at the station. I discussed web sites with Nick as well as putting the material on CD ROM. He said he had already started work with Irpen on the CD ROM which was good. We also talked about the possibility of translating books but not printing them.

Before breakfast we visited the Soviet War Memorial which comprises a huge statue of a woman with other statues of soldiers and farm workers together with tanks, helicopter gunships and the like. From this area we could see fine views across the river.

We visited the central Baptist Church but was not able to catch up with Alexander. Another feature was the reconstructed Golden Gate of Kiev and some recently restored buildings. We had breakfast at the food hall before heading for the Airport. Formalities went smoothly and at 1230 I waved goodbye to Kostya and Nick and headed to the transit lounge where I was able to see them walk back to their car in the warm sunshine.

The flight to Frankfurt was without incident. The stopover in Frankfurt was less than two hours and as Monday passed into Tuesday I tried to sleep in an aircraft seat. In this I was not very successful.

TUESDAY 29 AUGUST

Today was spent flying and waiting. I arrived in a very hazy Hong Kong at 1100 our time and was on my way to Singapore at 1330. After a rather long wait in Singapore we re embarked on our QANTAS flight to Perth arriving at 2400. It was with great pleasure I found the family waiting for me having been through customs and I eventually arrived home at 0130 feeling mildly tired. My eighth mission had been successfully completed.

CONCLUSIONS

1. In total there were seventeen meetings in four regions of Southern Ukraine with a total of around 1000 people attending overall.

2. Areas in Crimea and Khercon were visited for the first time.

3. A church planting group was founded in Crimea with ten men willing to be trained

4. Many people advised that they had enjoyed and used the books

5. Both Genesis 1-11 and the Revelation were discussed with Oxana with the Genesis Commentary to be the next book translated.

6. The possibility of CD ROM copies of the Russian Books to be investigated by Nick

7. Possibility of an Internet Website to be investigated by Nick.

8. Pastoral Theology Book to be considered for publication

9. here is a need for an intensive course

10. A number of email recipients for books made

11. Kostya believes that with work on the material it will be possible to train Ukraine

12. My three missions has now accredited me in the Southern Ukraine with the material being well accepted.

13. There is opportunity for mission in Bulgaria

14. The Irpen College in Kiev has endorsed the books as recommended reading

15. Pastors in eastern Ukraine have had missions to Serbia, Bosnia and Croatia.

16. People appear very keen to get on with the job.

17. Sasha’a church wants to be prayer partners

18. In conjunction with Kostya produce a booklet for young believers

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Seek funding for the production of Genesis 1-11

2. Consider producing a booklet on the Holy Spirit

3. Consider a mission next year to participate in an intensive course. Pray for a suitable location.

4. Consider course content and means of bringing it to other areas of Ukraine.

5. Send books to Ukraine by email

6. Unless shown further by the Lord restrict mission in this area to Ukraine

7. Next year visit Irpen College in Kiev

8. Consider in due course reprint of volume 1

9. Pray for church planting in Ukraine and continued close co operation with the people of Ukraine.

10. Arrange prayer partner letters via Oxana on a bimonthly basis 

11. Arrange booklet with Kostya for young believers

12. Consider more translation but into an electronic library

13. Continue to pray for the brethren

