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INTRODUCTION
A detailed day by day account of this mission was not kept but noted below are a number of highlights of this period.
	DAY
	ACTIVITY

	M  18 AUGUST
	Perth to Harare  QF 63 at 1:35 pm Arrive Harare 9:40 pm

	T  19 AUGUST
	Harare to Lusaka UM 252 at 4:15 pm arrive Lusaka 5:10 pm

	W  20 AUGUST
	Lusaka to Kabwe

	T  21 AUGUST
	Conference at Kabwe

	F  22 AUGUST
	Conference at Kabwe

	S  23 AUGUST
	Conference at Kabwe

	S  24 AUGUST
	Conference at Kabwe

	M  25 AUGUST
	Kabwe to Lusaka

	T  26 AUGUST
	Ministry at Lusaka 

	W  27 AUGUST
	Ministry at Lusaka

	T  28 AUGUST
	Lusaka to Harare

	F  29 AUGUST
	Harare to Kariba

	S  30 AUGUST
	Kariba

	S  31 AUGUST
	Kariba to Harare

	M   1 SEPTEMBER
	Harare to Perth  QF 24 at 11.00:pm 

	T   2 SEPTEMBER
	Arrive Perth 1:55 pm


INTRODUCTION 

About five months after the mission to India and Nepal an opportunity arose to be part of a mission to Zambia in Central Africa. Zambia which had been the former British colony of Northern Rhodesia had become independent in 1964 and had been governed by a party under Dr Kenneth Kuanda from that time until fairly recently

The incumbent President Chaluba had caused international interest when as part of his Inaugural Speech he declared Zambia to be a Christian country.

The main thrust of the mission was to participate in a conference held in Kabwe some 150 kilometres north of the capital Lusaka, Kabwe being formerly known as Broken Hill.
As there are no direct flights from Perth to Zambia a stop over in Harare the capital of Zimbabwe, formerly known as Southern Rhodesia and then Rhodesia was required. The flight to Harare was about 8 hours in length and went without incidence.
One of the students on the mission had emigrated from Zimbabwe. As his aunt and uncle still lived in Harare we were able to stay overnight with them prior to our heading north the following day.

The uncle had a Mercedes Benz but even with a large vehicle and all our gear it was a tight fit as we travelled through the city on this warm night.

On the 19th August we made the short flight from Harare to Lusaka and on arrival were met by our hosts for the conference who took us by minibus to a motel overnight. 

THE CONFERENCE

Early the next morning we commenced our journey by bus to Kabwe. The central bus depot at Lusaka was a hive of activity with myriads of people many of whom were trying to sell items to the patrons on the buses. The ware that they were offering was quite varies from drinks to watches, bags to trinkets.
The buses are always full so we had to have some of our bags either under our legs or in our lap. We arrived in Kabwe in the early afternoon and enjoyed a traditional meal of meat maize and green vegetables. Because of the water we restricted our drinks to soft drinks and tea. In the evening we settled into our quarters art the back of the kitchen. Because of the time of year the level of mosquitoes was low. Even so we sought the protection of the mosquito nets overnight 
The conference lasted four days culminating in a communion and offering service on the Sunday. The various members of the group spoke on occasions in the conference. There was also a lot of singing and some dancing. It never ceased to amaze me at the co ordinated way in which the choirs performed being able to sing and dance in unison. In addition when they pray in a service everybody prays out loud quite like the Nepalese causing a cacophony of noise. It is well controlled however  

The communion service consisted of people taking bread from the same loaf and wine from the common cup. At this service there was an offering with people donating clothes, shoes and goods for the common good. As most are impoverished I was greatly impressed by this outpouring of love for the brethren. 
The animation in the singing sessions was also interesting with the older or more senior the pastor the less foot movement seemed to occur. With my dancing ability I felt I had an older pastor form.

We also saw on the Sunday a baptismal service at a nearby farm where a water tank was used. There were a number of folk baptised that day. It was very moving.
The place where the conference was held was about 3 kilometres from the town centre. Periodically members from our group would walk into the centre of the city. One such group went into Kabwe as it was getting dark and nearly was involved with an assassination attempt on the former president who was campaigning in the town. Kenneth Kuanda escaped serious injury but the event was front page news for a few days.

After the conference our group split into three with Michael and I retuning to Lusaka while two groups went to visit rural areas both south and north of the capital.

Because of the problems of political violence and bandits our return to Lusaka was postponed to the next day and lunchtime saw Michael and myself waiting in an open bus station area in warm conditions. The journey back to Lusaka was uneventful with the ubiquitous full bus. 
As always we were the only Europeans. In fact we saw no other Europeans until we arrived at the International Airport for our journey to Harare.
LUSAKA

At the bus depot we were met by Rev Howard Mwindula who was to be our host for the two to three days. I was expecting to go to a house but was told that there were people at the Baptist Church who were waiting from my arrival to undertake a Bible study so the utility headed off to the church. As always I had a topic book available and was able to lead a Bible study on the Lord’s Words on the Cross at short notice.
Howard worked for the Bata Shoe company. The Zambian certainly are devoted to the Lord as at the Bata complex each lunchtime a Bible Study and prayer meeting was conducted. Having had a tour of the factory I therefore gave a study on the Tabernacle which was immediately followed by another study at the next door factory which produced surgical products. 

On one evening I was taken to the local Pentecostal Church where I taught. The pastor, a fine looking older man with grey hair was most animated. At one point I was concerned that with his jumping up and down on the wooden cover over the baptistery the cover was going to break with dire consequences.  
The service at which I preached on the Christian soldier was interspersed with the electric light going out several times. This allowed for some interaction with the congregation which gave added emphasis about ourselves and the enemy.
They invited me back the following evening but I said I would be in Harare by then. Coming from a fairly conservative background this trip gave me additional insight as to the means of worship by other groups.

I went back to Bata and the Surgical supply group again for two more lunchtime sessions before it was time to head for Harare. In Harare we again stayed with Michaels relatives enjoying our first comfortable bed in some days.

We discussed the provision of Christian material with Howard which eventuated in the creation of a leaning centre using Evangelical Bible College of WA in Lusaka.

KARIBA

The following day we headed north to the Zambezi River and Lake Kariba, a lake formed by the damming of the river.

Here we spent a couple of days relaxing before we headed for home. Early one morning, just as dawn was breaking, I was having a cup of tea overlooking the lake when suddenly a hippopotamus emerged from the lake about 50 metres away. He looked at me and fortunately submerged. During the middle of the day we headed down to the Zambezi River and the border crossing point into Zambia. It was very warm and humid. Several monkeys, attracted by some easy food ran around the parking lot.
We returned to Harare passing well farmed and apparently prosperous rural areas in the warm sunshine. We spent our last night in Africa with the relations and early in the evening headed for the airport for our return journey to Perth.
Again the journey was uneventful and arrived back in Perth just after lunch.
