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EBCWA MISSION REPORT AUSTRALIA 2005

Rev Howard Mwindula of our Zambian work had been asked to speak in Dallas Texas by Intercessors International at their American Conference. With the written invitation from this well known American Christian group he applied for a Visa and was told it would be “a formality” and to secure the best price for tickets booked his air fare. At the last minute an official at the American Embassy in Lusaka told him, “you look very young and fit and may be looking for work so we will not grant the visa”. They took $100-00 USD from him for this! 

Howard is a godly and gracious man and was polite and respectful to the official who was clearly embarrassed when he checked his documentation about Howard’s age. He realized that this was a genuine Christian pastor with him, but rather than apologizing and changing his mind, he simply invited Howard to “apply again” and spend another $100-00USD! 

Howard simply prayed and wondered what it meant, for he was all prepared to speak at a conference of intercessors in Texas to encourage them to pray for Africa. He was then told that the airline wouldn’t refund the money paid for the ticket and he was invited by them to fly somewhere else!  The whole things was becoming quite bizarre! He prayed and emailed Dr Peter Moses and told him what had happened and asked whether it might be useful for him to come to Perth, for it was that or lose the money paid to the airline. 

While this was being played out in Africa, Peter and John had been discussing the need to get together to plan the next ten years of the mission work, revise the diploma course, re-work the web site and plan the next books to be produced. The decision was then made to formally invite Howard (the only way he could secure the visa for Australia) to a meeting and it all came together very quickly for the weekend of the 17-18th of June.

Unlike the United States which has a consulate in Lusaka which Howard could personally visit the Australian High Commission in Lusaka had been closed with its affairs being run from Harare in the neighbouring Zimbabwe. To request a visa to visit Australia EBCWA had to supply an official letter stating that it would look after all of Howard’s needs in Australia. Peter therefore  responded to this with the provision of a letter not unlike the Union of Ukraine Baptists had supplied Peter for his missions to Ukraine.

John was kept in close contact as he wished to fly from Auckland New Zealand to have a weekend with the EBCWA in Perth. He said that the 18-19th of June and the following weekend were satisfactory but with school holidays looming early July would be out of the question. In Australasia we waited to see what dates were available for Howard to fly from Lusaka to Johannesburg and thence to Perth. Howard emailed that he would be arriving on Thursday 16th June and returning to Zambia on July 6th .

Within a day of the dates becoming clear I had my booked my ticket, when another event occurred here that reinforced the Lord’s hand in this meeting in advance. 

I was counselling a Christian couple in my home when a knock at the door disturbed the session. I went to the door and met a woman I had never seen before who did not introduce herself, but passed me an envelope which I later discovered had $5050-00 in it! $1050-00 of this money paid for the trip for me to Perth for this meeting. 

The remainder was transferred into Australian dollars and taken by me to the college in Perth, where it was given to Dr Peter Moses. It will cover all the costs for the posting out of 1000+ of the latest Bible College CD’s to over 100 countries around the world. Any monies left over will be spent on paper and binding for the printing of more books for the new learning centres that are being established in Tanzania, Zambia, Uganda, Myanmar, Philippines, and the Arab world.

THURSDAY JUNE 16th 

The Qantas flight from Johannesburg arrived on time in Perth and Peter met a beaming Howard at the international terminal shortly before 0900. Howard who had never been out of Africa was feeling quite tired as he had not slept on the plane and had a jet lag bonus on top of that of 6 hours in time from Lusaka. It , being winter was quite cool but fortunately he had brought a thick jacket in which he appeared regularly over the next three weeks.

We drove to Bedfordale where some preliminary discussions took place. We had a restful day before being taken to Pastor Paul Oost’s house for his overnight stay

FRIDAY JUNE 17th 

Paul and Janine hosted Howard for the day. A major feature of the day was a visit to Rehoboth Christian Primary School in Wilson where what was expected to be a somewhat short visit turned out to be half a day. Howard was clearly  a gifted and spirit anointed speaker and when people hear this man they are transfixed and transformed.

In the evening Peter again returned to the International Airport where he greeted John McEwan for his weekend visit.  As can be seen the weekend meeting had come about due to a series of events beyond the control of the members or the leadership of the College, but with the Lord’s stamp upon it.

Peter now drove John to Harvey and Vicki Richardson’s house where he was to be accommodated during his brief visit.. As John also had 4 hours jetlag as well as a long flight after an hour or so discussion he retired to his room. The team were here in Perth, the remotest capital city in the world on schedule. We were ready for a productive weekend.

SATURDAY JUNE 18th 

The day dawned bright and fine and at 0900 we enjoyed a men’s breakfast meeting at the Richardson’s with 20+ men of the fellowships that support the work in Western Australia. Howard Mwindula spoke powerfully at that breakfast meeting from Psalms 1:1-3 challenging all present about the need for commitment to the Lord.

At 1100 a visit was made by to the printing press for the Bible College, located behind a car repair garage, where we saw the books being produced by the two men another John and Fred who work on a voluntary basis there. 

We heard the story of the Lord’s bringing these men together through a breakdown of one’s car and the other being called out to “fix” the car, as the RAC mechanical business for the area. On that fateful day they discussed the Bible College work, as each discovered the other was a Christian. The car had been towed to the premises for repair as it was unable to be started by the initial RAC “call out” mechanic. 

After the two men had shared the things of the Lord John, the mechanic and owner of the premises went out to see what was wrong with the car. It started straight away and has not stopped since! Fred, a retiree in his 70s, has continued to work for the College in this work since that day. 

It was a joy for Howard to see the books being printed for Africa right there and then, and we all prayed for these two great believers who give their time and money for the work. Fred was keen that we pray for them both, but also that we didn’t keep them talking too long afterwards because he wanted to get another dozen or so books completed that Saturday! 

John is the man who burns the new college CDs on his business computer, each one taking ten minutes while he works on other administration work for his business. He has quietly produced 1000 CDs over the last few weeks by this consistent  and focused work. 

From 1130 to 1400 a meeting of EBCWA was held at Bedfordale to discuss the College and its future. Highlights from the discussion were as follows.

[1] OVERVIEW – Projects for next few months  - 

John McEwan would continue with Isaiah before moving on into Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

There was seen a need for a booklet on Leadership in the church which would be addressed in the near future by John McEwan

Stuart McDonald would continue with his work on Ecclesiastes and will consider providing a book on Heaven and Hell as this is an area not well covered by the College at this time

Peter Moses should complete Harmony volume 25 by mid July, he will then return to complete the missing volumes 6-17 with a view of completing the Harmony by the end of 2006. This would also provide substantial commentaries on Matthew, Mark and Luke as well as a harmony of the gospels book.

Paull Oost will be continuing in Romans with a likely completion date in 2007. 

Brian Huggett is about to complete his fifth volume on the Psalms and will be in the Psalms for several years

PROVIDENCE OF EBCWA

Because of the unusual way in which EBCWA had come into being and developed it was decided that John McEwan and Peter Moses would collaborate in recording the miraculous way in which the people in the college had been drawn together.

[2] NEW WRITERS  - It was agreed that Peter Moses approach mentors and others associated with the college with a view of providing verse by verse studies in Old Testament books. 

[3] WEBSITE  - Peter Moses reported that because of limited capacity on the EBCWA website there will need to be a consolidation of space. This will be taken up with Ossie, the webmaster, who had already expressed concern as to the capacity of the website, with emphasis on the Diploma Course books and encouraging people to request a CD.

[4] DIPLOMA COURSE

The Diploma Course will be divided into three sections

[a] Certificate in Systematic Theology 

[b] Certificate in Biblical Studies

[c] Certificate in Pastoral Theology

A new flyer will be produced by John McEwan and Peter Moses

[5] METHODS OF TRANSMISSION OF MATERIAL

There are three methods of transmitting material in use

[a] E Books where completed volumes are sent by email  - currently over 400 are on the distribution list. 

[b] CD’S – 1000+  CD’s are due out in August/ September 2005 as over 20 new books have been published since the last CD issue in August 2004

It was agreed that at this stage there would be an annual issue to all correspondents. The cost of this project would be about $A2400 per annum. 

The assistance of John Richardson, John Pengelly and the Huggett family in this venture was acknowledged

[c] BOOKS – in many cases books were the only form because of lack of computers at the destination point.  A five ream A 4 box of books costs about $A 140

[6] LEARNING CENTRES – 

Two methods of teaching were noted

Howard Mwindula reported on learning centres in Zambia and Tanzania with centres at Matero, Chipata, Kasempa and another site and Mbeya in Tanzania supervised by Pastor Maxson Muduli.

Peter Moses reported on learning centres in India, Pakistan and the Philippines with a possible centre in Dubai and Myanmar

GLOBAL AND GRATIS – Systematic and Pastoral training by email

There a re a number of students training under mentors in Australia, Malaysia, Namibia, United Kingdom and United States

GRADUATES

Currently there are over 100 people with Certificates in Theology and 20 with Diplomas

[7] PROGRESS

TRANSLATIONS – Japanese Gospel, Swahili tract, Russian books , Spanish, Marahti 

The need for additional translation was seen with local Christians seen as those having the responsibility for their own language group. Howard Mwindula to follow up

NEW TESTAMENT

With the completion of Romans ion 2007 the college will have completed a verse by verse commentary on the whole of the New Testament over a 12 year period. This was seen as a significant milestone.

[8] MISSION TRIPS

Mission trips to Africa and the Sub Continent were seen as possibilities with Medical or young people perhaps being involved. The South African church was seen as a possible source of mission trips but the main emphasis was seen to be indigenous

Possible journey to Uganda seen for Howard Mwindula later this year to set up learning centres

Possible mission to Ireland and Ukraine seen for John McEwan

[9] PROMOTION OF COLLEGE – The only promotion has been in a free flyer in the Maranatha Revival Crusade booklet in 2001. Consider a flyer in 2006

[10] APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION FOR CENTRAL AFRICA

The board agreed to appoint Rev Howard Mwindula as Director of Education for EBCWA for Central , Eastern and Southern Africa

It was agreed to have business cards made for the Dean Dr McEwan , Chairman Dr Peter Moses and Rev Howard Mwindula. Peter Moses to arrange.

[11] PROVISION – The group praised the Lord for His provision which without advertising has allowed the college to function over the last 13 years.

As one reads the minutes of the meeting you will see that we are embarked upon a significant time of growth in the work of the College. All workers continue to work on a voluntary basis, and we reinforced the principle of grace and faith strongly at this meeting. No money will ever be asked for, and all will work on a faith and gracious basis. Freely the Lord has given to us and freely we give. What a joy this work is as we see what the Lord has done through us all, bringing together pastors, writers of commentaries, missionaries, and financial supporters, all for the advancement of his kingdom.
Returning to Armadale a seminar was held from 1430 – 1800 at the Richardson’ s house. After a short overview of EBCWA and its expansion the group were again challenged by Howard speaking on Nehemiah chapter 1 – strongly explaining why we are all “our brother’s keeper” in mission work. This was followed by a powerful message from John on “The Assyrian Crisis” introducing the books on Isaiah which he is writing for the college with a study that hit the high lights of chapters 37 – 38. The first three volumes of Isaiah will be available on the new CD.

The very busy day was completed with a dinner for the leadership of EBCWA being held at the Pioneer Village in Armadale.

SUNDAY  JUNE 19th
At 0900 we all went to the hall at Huntingdale where New Start Bible Ministries worships and helped set up the hall for the service and lunch afterwards. The service started at 1000 with a greeting from Howard which was a followed by a Communion service presided over by Pastor Paul and a message from John from the book of Esther. The entire church then stayed for a fellowship shared luncheon.

Retuning to Bedfordale on this bright but cool afternoon some 15 went on a 45 minute bushwalk in Bungendore Park behind Peter’s house returning back as the kangaroos arrived for their evening feed in his back paddock.

From 1630 to 1800 there were last minute checking of minutes and a review of the new College flyer before John McEwan was driven to the International Airport. Having arrived Friday night John flew out of Perth on Sunday night at 2000 local time arriving back in Auckland on Monday morning at 0610. 

John reported from Auckland the following day “Had a “terrible” flight back – no sleep, but feeling so blessed after the two days together that my walk around the mountain this morning was a joy and I have been coherent right up until now! I wont be pushing that and will be in bed by 7pm tonight”

MONDAY JUNE 20th - SATURDAY 25TH
The week was filled with various meetings and activities with various members of New Start Bible Ministries hosting Howard This period started with  a visit after a very busy weekend to South Perth to view the city from across the Swan River. The day was bright with sunshine so a brisk walk was enjoyed on the foreshore. Peter told Howard of the Australia Day crowds when they come to see the firework display reflected on the waters. Howard commented on how clean the city was and was surprised at the area of grassed banks

Returning to Bedfordale the afternoon was spent discussing the weekend’s activities, the contacts in Central and Southern Africa on the EBCWA list and Howard contacting Zambia via email. 
Tuesday  morning was spent with Peter having further discussions on strategies. At noon Jan joined them for a visit to Hillary’s Marina where the original prayer meeting had taken place some nine years previously. It was here in 1996 that a group of four men on a post conference visit prayed on a rainy day in a tower overlooking the Indian Ocean for the Lord to give opportunities to them in the countries bounded by the Indian Ocean. Two of the four involved were John and Peter from EBCWA. 

On Wednesday Harvey Richardson hosted Howard. In the evening Howard conducted the Bible Study giving great insight into the significant part demonism plays in the lives of people in Africa. Most people at the Bible study were totally unaware of this subject which caused a great deal of interest.

On Thursday Howard on a rainy morning went to Dale Christian school where Vicki Richardson teaches and spent some time talking to the children. After this time was spent looking at the E sword Bible based programme to see how the programme could assist people in studying the word.

Harvey and Vicki hosted Howard who on the Friday led the Friday Bible study group. The following day was spent on recreation at Fremantle with visits to the Maritime museum and Submarine. As Zambia is a land locked country the latter was a first for Howard. In the evening Peter and Marjorie Davis hosted a dinner for the group.

SUNDAY JUNE 26th
Howard preached at New Start Bible Ministries in the morning with great power. In the afternoon he proceeded to the far north of the Perth Metropolitan Area to preach at the Graceline Congregational Church pastured by Alan Keen who was originally from South Africa. There was some discussion about co operation between Zambia and St Marks in Port Elizabeth. After a long day Howard returned to Paull and Janine Oost at 2200.
MONDAY JUNE 27th   SATURDAY JULY 2nd
Paull and Janine Oost hosted Howard for Monday. This included a very successful visit to Rehoboth Christian School which was extended by Howard’s great rapport with the students 

On Tuesday Howard went to Armadale Christian College for ministry. This was followed by a visit to Perth Zoo and dealing with emails from Africa. In the evening  Howard was hosted for an evening meal by Agnes who is from his home country 

Harvey and Vicki Richardson hosted Howard on Wednesday. In the evening he conducted the Ladies Bible Study  Thursday was showery so the visit to Canning Bridge and Fremantle was sometimes confined to the car. Further practice on E sword was followed with an evening meal with Alan and Jo Keen

On Friday after a visit to Carousel Shopping Centre Howard attended an assembly at Rehoboth Primary School before being hosted by Tim and Elizabeth Steadman for evening meal and conducting the Friday night Bible study.

Stuart and Flora McDonald took Howard home after the Friday night Bible study and hosted him for the Saturday which included a visit to the Swan Valley situated in the eastern district of Perth
SUNDAY JULY 3rd
Howard again preached powerfully at New Start Bible Ministries. After the service members of the church bade Howard was farewell. After lunch Howard with Jan and Peter headed south towards Albany. In the evening we attended the Albany Baptist Church before retiring to a cool night.

MONDAY JULY 4th  TO WEDNESDAY JULY 6th
On Monday we awoke to a windy morning and drove to Middleton Beach before going to the Amity and Albany museum which by co-incidence had an exhibition of African costumes. We next visited The Gap in very rough weather with sea water surging out of The Gap over into the car park. The wind was so strong that Jan at one stage could not walk to the viewing platform. We now continued west to Williams Bay, the Treetop walk and Manjimup where we stayed with Nathan and Erica. Here Howard led a Bible study based on Exodus chapter 3

After a cool night we visited the Diamond tree one of the largest trees in South Western Australia before making our way back to Harvey and Vicki Richardson for Howard’s last night in Australia.

Wednesday saw us at the International Airport with Howard departing with a lot of hand luggage for South Africa and Zambia. Having said our goodbyes we were about to leave when we heard a loud Hello. Howard had been ejected from the departure area as his hand luggage was too large so we received a box of books back from him and he disappeared after this encore. Howard returned to Zambia after a very successful mission trip. The box of books followed him somewhat later but arrived safe and sound.

We could see the hand of the Lord in the way that the mission had come into being under the hands of the Lord.

PAGE  
5
MISSION 14 TO AUSTRALIA


