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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!
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ROWAN DOUGLAS WILLIAMS

INTRODUCTION

As part of the project of compiling a “Chronology of the Church” which is to complement the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia’s Church History curriculum a series of books on different subjects is also being provided.

The Chronology of the Church dating from 32 AD follows the chronological sequence as outlined in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 with the seven churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea each representing predominant church types in succeeding periods of Church History. It should be noted however that churches with all of the characteristics have existed throughout the church age.

The sections covered by the seven churches are

Ephesus
The Early Church 

32-96 

Smyrna
The Persecuted Church 
96-311

Pergamos 
The State and Church 
312-590

Thyatira
The Universal Church

590-1510

Sardis 

The Reformed Church
1511-1750

Philadelphia 
The Missionary Church 
1750 -1910

Laodicea 
The Apostate Church 

1910 onwards 

[For a detailed study of Revelation 2&3 please see EBCWA Book on Revelation]

This book is one of a number which the is expecting to publish to assist with understanding the roles certain groups have played in the history of the Church over the last two thousand years.

The outlines are just that. It is not a comprehensive evaluation of the groups as that would be such a vast project as to be impossible to provide. It is however a structure giving the reader a mini biography of people who have contributed to the history of the church in a positive or negative manner as far as Biblical standards are required and allows for the interested student to expand their studies to their own requirement. 

Some of the other characters associated historically with these individuals can be viewed by referring back to the Chronology of the Church and of course there is vast array of information available elsewhere.

We cannot know for sure whether individuals mentioned in these brief biographies are Christians or not, that is for the Lord to judge. However we are told to evaluate others lives by the fruits which they produce and many prominent leaders do not demonstrate fruit that would encourage the concept that they have a personal relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ,
In some books the number involved are known and therefore the list of people is comprehensive whilst their biographies are not. Books in this category include those on the Bishops and Popes of Rome, the Roman Emperors and the Archbishops of Canterbury. Others groups such as missionaries, martyrs and Christian social reformers are obviously not comprehensive.
The use of the word “Saint” as used by various religious groups have not been included in the text.
ARCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBURY 

After the withdrawal of the Roman legions from the province of Britannia in 410, the natives of the island of Great Britain were left to defend themselves against the attacks of the Saxons. Before the withdrawal Britannia had been exposed to Christianity and had even produced its own heretic in Pelagius. Britain sent three bishops to the Council of Arles in 314, and a bishop from Gaul went to the island in 396 to help settle disciplinary matters. Material remains testify to a growing presence of Christians, at least until around 360. After the legions left, pagan tribes settled the southern parts of the island, but western Britain, beyond the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, remained pro Christian. This native British Church developed in isolation from Rome under the influence of missionaries from Ireland and was centred on monasteries instead of bishoprics. Other distinguishing characteristics were its calculation of the date of Easter and the style of the haircut that clerics wore. Evidence for the survival of Christianity in the eastern part of Britain during this time includes the survival of the cult of St Alban and the occurrence in place names of Eccles, derived from the Latin ecclesia, meaning "church". There is no evidence that these native Christians tried to convert the Anglo-Saxons. The invasions destroyed most remnants of Roman civilization in the areas held by the Saxons and related tribes, including the economic and religious structures. It was against this background that Pope Gregory I decided to send a mission, often called the Gregorian mission, to convert the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity in 595.
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE SEVENTH CENTURY 

AUGUSTINE  Archbishop of Canterbury [597-604] Augustine of Canterbury  was a Benedictine monk who became the first Archbishop of Canterbury. He is considered the “Apostle to the English” and a founder of the English Church. Augustine was the prior of a monastery in Rome when Pope Gregory the Great chose him in 595 to lead a mission, usually known as the Gregorian mission, to Britain to evangelise the pagan King Ethelbert of Kent. Kent was probably chosen because it was near the Christian kingdoms in Gaul and because the king had married a Christian princess, Bertha, daughter of Charibert I the King of Paris. Before reaching Kent the missionaries had considered turning back but Gregory urged them on and in 597 

Augustine was accompanied by Laurence of Canterbury, his eventual successor to the archbishopric, and a group of about 40 companions, some of whom were monks. Soon after leaving Rome, the missionaries halted, daunted by the nature of the task before them. They sent Augustine back to Rome to request papal permission to return. Gregory refused and sent Augustine back with letters encouraging the missionaries to persevere. Augustine landed on the Isle of Thanet and proceeded to Kent’s main town of Canterbury. Ethelbert converted to Christianity and also allowed the missionaries to preach freely, giving them land to found a monastery outside the city walls. Augustine therefore established his episcopate at Canterbury. 

In a letter Gregory wrote to the patriarch of Alexandria in 598, he claimed that more than 10,000 Christians had been baptised; the number may be exaggerated but there is no reason to doubt that a mass conversion took place however, there were probably some Christians already in Kent before Augustine arrived, remnants of the Christians who lived in Britain in the later Roman Empire. After these conversions, Augustine sent Laurence back to Rome with a report of his success along with questions about the mission. Augustine asked for Gregory's advice on a number of issues, including how to organise the church, the punishment for church robbers, guidance on who was allowed to marry whom, and the consecration of bishops. Other topics were relations between the churches of Britain and Gaul, childbirth and baptism, and when it was lawful for people to receive communion and for a priest to celebrate mass. 

Gregory's plan was that there would be two metropolitans, one at York and one at London, with 12 suffragan bishops under each archbishop. As part of this plan, Augustine was expected to transfer his archiepiscopal see to London from Canterbury. The move from Canterbury to London never happened. In 604, Augustine founded two more bishoprics in Britain. Two men who had come to Britain with him in 601 were consecrated, Mellitus as Bishop of London and Justus as Bishop of Rochester. Gregory had decreed that these Christians should submit to Augustine and that their bishops should obey him, apparently believing that more of the Roman governmental and ecclesiastical organization survived in the Britain than was actually the case. Some historians believe that Augustine had no real understanding of the history and traditions of the British church, damaging his relations with their bishops. Also, there were political dimensions involved, as Augustine's efforts were sponsored by the Kentish king, and at this period the Wessex and Mercian kingdoms were expanding to the west, into areas held by the Britons.
Easier to implement were Rome's mandates concerning pagan temples and celebrations. Temples were to be consecrated for Christian use, and feasts, if possible, moved to days celebrating Christian martyrs. One religious site was revealed to be a shrine of a local St Sixtus, whose worshippers were unaware of details of the martyr's life or death. They may have been native Christians, but Augustine did not treat them as such. When Gregory was informed, he told Augustine to stop the cult and use the shrine for the Roman St Sixtus. 
Gregory legislated on the behaviour of the laity and the clergy. He placed the new mission directly under papal authority and made it clear that English bishops would have no authority over Frankish counterparts nor vice versa. Other directives dealt with the training of native clergy and the missionaries' conduct. Before his death, Augustine consecrated Laurence of Canterbury as his successor to the archbishopric, probably to ensure an orderly transfer of office. Although at the time of Augustine's death, 26th May 604 the mission barely extended beyond Kent, his undertaking introduced a more active missionary style into the British Isles. Despite the earlier presence of Christians in Ireland and Wales, no efforts had been made to try to convert the Saxon invaders. Augustine was sent to convert the descendants of those invaders, and eventually became the decisive influence in Christianity in the British Isles.

Augustine was consecrated bishop of the English and converted many of the king's subjects, including thousands during a mass baptism on Christmas Day in 597. Pope Gregory sent more missionaries in 601, along with encouraging letters and gifts for the churches, although attempts to persuade the native Celtic bishops to submit to Augustine's authority failed. Roman Catholic bishops were established at London and Rochester in 604, and a school was founded to train Anglo-Saxon priests and missionaries. Augustine also arranged the consecration of his successor, Laurence of Canterbury. Augustine died in 604.
LAURENCE Archbishop of Canterbury [604-619] Laurence landed at Thanet, Kent, with Augustine in 597, as part of the Gregorian mission which was dispatched from Rome in 595 to evangelise the Anglo-Saxons. He had been a monk in Rome before his travels to England but nothing else is known of his history or background. Augustine sent Laurence back to Pope Gregory I to report on the success of converting King Ethelberht of Kent and to carry a letter with questions for the pope. Accompanied by Peter of Canterbury, another missionary, he set off some time after July 598, and had returned by June 601. He brought back with him Gregory's replies to Augustine's questions, a document that Bede reprinted. Laurence is probably the Laurence referred to in the letter from Gregory to Bertha, queen of Kent. In that letter, Gregory praises Bertha for her part in the conversion of her husband, details of which Gregory says he received from Laurence the priest. Laurence succeeded Augustine to the see of Canterbury in 604, and ruled until his death on 2nd February 619. To secure the succession, Augustine had consecrated Laurence before he died, even though that was prohibited to do so by canon law. Augustine was afraid though that if someone did not step into the office immediately it would damage the missionary efforts in Britain. 
Laurence never received a pallium from Rome, so he may have been considered as uncanonical by the papacy. However in 610 Laurence received letters from Pope Boniface IV, addressed to him as archbishop and Augustine's successor. The correspondence was in response to Laurence having sent Mellitus to Rome earlier in 610, to solicit advice from the papacy on matters concerning the English Church. While in Rome Mellitus attended a synod, and brought the decrees from the synod back with him to Laurence. Laurence wrote to the bishops in the lands held by the Scots and by the Britons, urging them to hold Easter on the day that the Roman church celebrated it, instead of their traditional date however Laurence in 609 stated that Bishop Dagan, a Scottish bishop, would not eat with Laurence or share a roof with the archbishop, due to the differences between the two Churches. All efforts to extend the church beyond Kent encountered difficulties due to the attitude of King Raedwald  of East Anglia who had become the leading king in the south after Ethelberht’s death. Raedwald was affected by Christianity only to the extent of placing a Christian altar in his pagan temple. Laurence died on 2 February 619, and was buried in the abbey in Canterbury

MELLITUS Archbishop of Canterbury [619-624] was a member of the Gregorian mission sent to England to evangelise the Anglo-Saxons. Accompanying the group of new missionaries was a present of books and "all things which were needed for worship and the ministry of the Church." A 15th-century Canterbury chronicler, Thomas of Elmham, claimed that there were a number of books brought to England by Mellitus still at Canterbury in his day, but examination of the remaining manuscripts has determined that only one possible survivor of Mellitus' books is the St. Augustine Gospels, now in Cambridge, Corpus Christi College. Along with the letter to Augustine, the missionaries brought a letter to Ethelberht urging the King to act like the Roman Emperor Constantine I and force the conversion of his followers to Christianity. The King was also urged to destroy all pagan shrines. He was the first Bishop of London and was one of a group who arrived in England in 601 to augment the missionaries already in the country. 
In 604 Augustine consecrated him as bishop in the province of the East Saxons, making Mellitus the first Bishop of London which was the East Saxons' capital. The city was a logical choice for a new bishopric, as it was a hub for the southern road network. It was also a former Roman town, and many of the Gregorian mission's efforts were centred in such locations. Although Gregory had originally intended that London become the southern archbishopric for the island, Augustine never moved his see to London, instead consecrating Mellitus as a plain bishop there. After Augustine's death in 604, Canterbury continued to be the site of the southern archbishopric, and London remained a plain bishopric. It may have been that the Kentish king did not wish that greater episcopal authority be exercised outside his own kingdom. In 616, after the death of his patron, Mellitus fled first to Canterbury, but Ethelberht’s successor Eadbald also was a pagan, so Mellitus fled to Gaul, along with Justus. Mellitus was recalled to Britain by Laurence of Canterbury, the second Archbishop of Canterbury, when he had converted Eadbald. 
Mellitus did not return to London, because the East Saxons remained pagan. Although Mellitus fled, there does not seem to have been any serious persecution of Christians in the East Saxon kingdom but the East Saxon see was not occupied again until Cedd was consecrated as bishop in 653. After Laurence's death in 619, Mellitus succeeded him as the third Archbishop of Canterbury. It was while he was archbishop that he supposedly performed a miracle in 623 by diverting a fire that had started in Canterbury and was threatening the church. Mellitus was carried into the flames, which caused the winds to change direction, saving the church. Other than this little happened during his time as archbishop, with Bede praising his sane mind and also mentioned that he suffered from gout. While archbishop, he received letters from Boniface encouraging him in the mission. These letters were probably connected with the marriage of Ethelburg of Kent to King Edwin of Northumbria. Mellitus died on 24 April 624

JUSTUS Archbishop of Canterbury [624 -627]  Was a missionary sent to England in 601 in response to a request from Augustine to evangelise the Anglo-Saxons, he became the first Bishop of Rochester in 604. He was forced to flee to Gaul in 616 after the death of King Ethelbert but was reinstated in his diocese the next year. In 624 he became Archbishop of Canterbury, and during his term of office oversaw the despatch of missionaries to Northumbria. While bishop, he and Mellitus, another of the missionaries and Bishop of London, co-signed a letter written by Archbishop Laurence of Canterbury to the Irish bishops urging the Celtic Church to adopt the Roman method of calculating the date of Easter. In 614 Justus attended the Council of Paris held by Chlothar II. A pagan backlash against Christianity took root following the death of Ethelberht in 616, forcing Justus to flee to Gaul, along with Mellitus. By 617 though, Justus had been reinstalled to his bishopric.  Justus became Archbishop of Canterbury in 624 and received his pallium, the symbol of the jurisdiction entrusted to archbishops by the Holy See, from Pope Boniface V. He then consecrated Romanus as his successor at Rochester and also consecrated Paulinus as the first Bishop of York. 
HONORIUS  Archbishop of Canterbury [627-653] was a member of the Gregorian mission to evangelise the Anglo-Saxons in 597. In 627, he was consecrated as Archbishop of Canterbury by Paulinus of York at Lincoln. Honorius wrote to Pope Honorius I asking the pope to raise the see of York to an archbishopric  so that when one archbishop in England died, the other would be able to consecrate the deceased bishop's successor. The pope agreed, and sent a pallium for Paulinus, but by this time, Paulinus had already been forced to flee from Northumbria  after the death of King Edwin of Northumbria in October 633. Paulinus was received by Honorius and appointed to the bishopric of Rochester. Honorius consolidated the work of converting the English by sending Felix, a Burgundian, to Dunwich after Felix came to the archbishop and made known his desire to go to East Anglia as a missionary. As well as his help to Felix Honorius consecrated the first Anglo-Saxon bishop, Itahamar of Rochester and his successor was also a native of England. Honorius had few conflicts with the Irish missionary efforts and admired Aidan, one of the leading Irish clergy. When Honorius died in 653, he was the last of the Gregorian missionaries alive.

DEUSDEDIT Archbishop of Canterbury [655-664] He was the first Saxon to hold the position of Archbishop of Canterbury He was consecrated by Ithamar, Bishop of Rochester, on 26th  March 655.  He probably owed his appointment to the see of Canterbury to a collaboration between the kings of Kent and Wessex. The name Deusdedit means "dedicated to God or, more literally, "God has given". The see of Canterbury seems, at this time, to have been passing through a period of comparative obscurity as during the nine years of his pontificate all the new English Bishops, with one exception, were consecrated by Celtic or foreign Bishops. 
Deusdedit, however, did found a nunnery on the Isle of Thanet and had some share in the foundation of what later was Peterborough Cathedral, in 657 The Synod of Whitby which debated whether the Northumbrian Church should follow the Roman or the Celtic Church, was held in 664. Due to his affliction with the plague, Deusdedit does not appear to have been present for the victorious Romanist party and his death took place only a few months later. 

WIGHARD Archbishop of Canterbury [666-668]  Wighard was a Saxon priest and a native of Kent. He served in the household of Archbishop Deusdedit of Canterbury. Bede says that in 664, he was selected to be the Archbishop of Canterbury and that he was sent to Rome to visit Pope Vitalian for confirmation and to receive his pallium. However he died before his consecration in Rome, due to the bubonic plague. His death in Rome allowed Vitalian the opportunity to choose his successor, and he chose his friend Theodore of Tarsus to become the next archbishop. 
THEODORE Archbishop of Canterbury [668-690]  Theodore was born in Tarsus in Turkey which was a diocese of the Byzantine Empire. Theodore's childhood experienced devastating wars between Byzantium and the Persian Empire which resulted in the capture of Antioch, Damascus, and Jerusalem in 613-14. Tarsus was captured by Persian forces when Theodore was 11 or 12. There is evidence that Theodore experienced Persian culture. It is most likely that he studied at Antioch, the historic home of a distinctive school of exegesis, of which he was a proponent. At some time before the 660s Theodore came to Rome and was living with a community of Eastern monks. In 667, when Theodore was 66, the see of Canterbury was vacant, and the man chosen to fill the post Wighard unexpectedly died in Rome. Theodore was chosen upon the recommendation of Hadrian who was later abbot of St. Peter's, Canterbury. Theodore was consecrated as archbishop of Canterbury in Rome on 26 March 668, and sent to England with Hadrian, arriving on 27 May 669.
Theodore conducted a survey of the English church, appointed various bishops to sees that had been vacant for some time and then called the Synod of Hertford to institute reforms concerning the proper celebration of Easter, episcopal authority, itinerant monks, the regular convening of subsequent synods, marriage and others. He also proposed dividing the large diocese of Northumbria into smaller sections, a policy which brought him into conflict with Bishop Wilfrid, whom Theodore himself had appointed to the See of York. Theodore deposed and expelled Wilfrid in 678 subsequently dividing his dioceses. The conflict with Wilfrid was not finally settled until 686–687. In 679, Aelfwine, the brother of King Ecgfrith of Northumbria, was killed in battle against the Mercians. Theodore's intervention prevented the escalation of the war and resulted in peace between the two kingdoms, with King Ehtelred of Mercia paying compensation for Aelfwine's death. 
Theodore and Hadrian established a school in Canterbury resulting in a "golden age" of Anglo-Saxon scholarship. They attracted a large number of students who in addition to Biblical studies they also taught their pupils poetry, astronomy, and the calculation of the church calendar. Theodore also taught sacred music, introduced various texts, knowledge of Eastern saints, and may even have been responsible for the introduction of the Litany of the Saints, a major liturgical innovation, into the West. Theodore died in 690 at the remarkable age of 88, having held the archbishopric for twenty-two years and was buried in Canterbury. 
BERTWALD [693-731] Archbishop of Canterbury. He succeeded Theodore [see 668] and was the ninth Archbishop of Canterbury Little is known of his early life. According to Bede [see 700] he was well acquainted with Holy Scriptures and corresponded with Boniface, Aldhelm and Wilfrid. Cenwalh, King of Wessex appointed Bertwald as the first Anglo-Saxon Abbot of Glastonbury in 667, on the advice of his friend, Benedict Biscop [see 682] . He received a generous land grant, around Meare, from the king some four years later. About 676, he was made abbot of the monastery at Reculver in Kent. 

The see of Canterbury was vacant for two years after the death of Theodore before Bertwald was elected to the see of Canterbury on 1 July 692. The long vacancy resulted from the disturbed conditions in the kingdom of Kent at the time, as various kings fought for control. The succession to the kingdom was disputed between rival claimants Oswine and Wihtred, and various outside kings, including Caedwalla and Swaefheard raided and plundered Kent.  The vacancy may also have occurred because Wilfrid, who was at that point having problems in Northumbria, desired to become Archbishop of Canterbury but this did not happen as Bertwald was consecrated on 29 June 693. After his consecration, Bertwald travelled to Rome to obtain the support of Pope Sergius I, who wrote to a number of Anglo-Saxon kings and bishops in support of the archbishop. 

He appears to have been an able governor of the English Church, establishing the bishopric of Sherborne in Wessex and it was during his tenure that Sussex, the last pagan kingdom, was converted to Christianity. He also consecrated the first Bishop of Selsey. Bertwald was a proponent of his predecessor's view of the archbishops of Canterbury as primates of the entire island of Britain and secured the freedom of the Church from taxation under Wihtred of Kent’s laws issued in 695. The law code also dealt with other ecclesiastical matters, including marriage, Sunday observance  and pagan worship. Much of Bertwald's time in office coincided with the efforts of Wilfrid to regain the see of York, and to reverse the division of York into smaller dioceses. He presided at the Council of Easterfield in 702

ARCHBISHOPS OF THE EIGHTH CENTURY 

TATWIN Archbishop of Canterbury [731-734] Tatwin was a Mercian by birth. He became a monk at the monastery at Breedon-on-the-Hill in the present-day County of Leicestershire and then abbot of that house. Bede describes him as “a man notable for his prudence, devotion and learning” There are some work by Tatwin drawn from the Psalms. The work was completed before he became archbishop, and was used not only in England but also on the continent. Through the influence of King Ethelbald he was appointed as Archbishop of Canterbury in 731 and was consecrated on 10th June 731. He was one of a number of Mercians who were appointed to Canterbury during this period. Apart from his consecration of the Bishops of Lindsey and Selsey in 733, Tatwin's period as archbishop appears to have been uneventful. He died in office on 30 July 734. 

NOTHELM Archbishop of Canterbury [735-739] Nothhelm was a contemporary of Boniface and the Venerable Bede, whom he supplied with correspondence from the papal library following a trip to Rome. He also researched the history of Kent and the surrounding area for Bede, supplying the information through the abbot of St Augustine's Abbey in Canterbury. Before his appointment to the archbishopric, he was the archpriest of the Saxon-built St Paul's Cathedral, London. Named to the see of Canterbury in 735, he was consecrated the same year. He may have been like his predecessor appointed by Ethelbald, King of Mercia, whose counsellor he was. This was during a time of expanding Mercian influence. He held a synod in 736 or 737, which drew nine bishops. Boniface wrote to him, requesting a copy of the Responsiones of Pope Gregory I for use in his missionary efforts. Boniface also asked for information on when the Gregorian mission to England arrived in England. Nothhelm died on 17 October 739 
CUTHBERT Archbishop of Canterbury [740-761] He became bishop of Hereford before being consecrated as Archbishop of Canterbury in 741. He participated in the Synod of Clofesno where several canons involving the responsibility of clergy were drawn up. He also obtained papal permission to inter the dead within the city walls and was the first to be buried within his own cathedral having added the Chapel of St John for that purpose. He died in 758. 

BREGWIN Archbishop of Canterbury [761-765] Various stories have been told about Bregwin's origins however all these stories rest on works that were written after the Norman conquest of England. There are no contemporary records of Bregwin before he was archbishop. He was consecrated as archbishop on 27 September 761 with his election taking place in a brief period when Kent under Aethelbert was free of Mercian dominance between 756 and 764. He wrote letters to Lullus of Mainz which still exist, and later his biography was written by Eadmer [see 1055] He died in 764 and was originally buried in the baptistery in Canterbury, but his remains were moved to the Romanesque cathedral's choir in 1123.

JAENBERHT Archbishop of Canterbury [ 765-792] He was a monk at St Augustine's Abbey, Canterbury before being selected as abbot of that monastic house. He came from a prominent family in the kingdom of Kent, and a kinsman of his, Eadhun, was the reeve of King Egbert II of Kent with whom he himself was on good terms. He was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury on 2nd February 765 at the court of King Offa of Mercia, which implies that his election was acceptable to the king. He received a pallium in 766. In 776, Kent, which had been subjected to Offa, rebelled, perhaps at the urging of Jænberht, and secured their freedom. In 780 and 781, he attended church councils at Brentford that were led by King Offa of Mercia. Although he seems to have originally been on decent terms with Offa, Jaenbert's ties to Egbert were also strong, for after the Battle of Otford, Egbert granted a number of estates to Christ Church. After Offa reasserted control over Kent, which occurred at the latest in 785, these lands were confiscated by Offa and granted to some of Offa's associates.

His term saw a dispute between the see of Canterbury and Offa leading to the creation of the rival Archdiocese of Lichfield in 787 under Higbert. Originally, Offa attempted to gain the archbishopric to London, but when that effort failed, the king secured the creation of a third archbishopric in the British Isles. Lichfield was the main Mercian bishopric, and thus the new archbishopric was under Offa's control. Some of the sources of conflict were Jaenberht’s opposition to Offa's removal of the Kentish dynasty, a conflict over land claimed by both the archbishop and the king, and his refusal to crown Offa's son Ecgfrith of Mercia. Another source of conflict was Canterbury's mint, where the archbishop minted his own coins. In 787 Pope Adrian I sent a pallium to Higbert of Lichfield, which elevated Lichfield to an archbishopric, and Ecgfrith was crowned. Canterbury retained as suffragans the bishops of Winchester, Sherborne, Selsey, Rochester, and London. The dioceses of Worcester, Hereford, Leicester, Lindsey, Dommoc and Elmham were transferred to Lichfield. Jaenberht presided at a council held at London, sometime after the elevation of Lichfield, which was attended by most of the bishops from the southern part of Britain. He died on 12 August 792. 

AETHELHARD [793-805] Archbishop of Canterbury. Aethelhard was an abbot of a monastery at Louth, Lincolnshire before being consecrated Bishop of Winchester and translated to the see of Canterbury and was enthroned archbishop on 21 July 793. This enthronement was presided over by the then senior bishop of the land: Higbert, Archbishop of Lichfield. Aethelhard was deposed by Eadberht who had seized control of Kent in which Canterbury is situated and he fled to the court of Ecgfrith of Mercia who died before 796 was out and a distant relative Cenwulf took the throne. While some were critical for fleeing Pope Leo III praised him for refusing to submit to Eadberht, whom Leo compared to Julian the Apostate.  There arose a conflict between the rank of Lichfield and Canterbury and because Lichfield had been established by the papacy, any change in its status required papal assent. Cenwulf's first approach to Pope Leo III in 797 did not succeed, mainly because Leo seems to have resented the implied criticism of his predecessor Adrian I [see 772].  The second one in 801, however, bore a letter to the pope that asked for the advice of the pope on how to resolve the problems surrounding Lichfield and Canterbury. The letter reminded the pope of Pope Gregory I's old scheme to have two metropolitans in Britain, one in the north and one in the south, with the southern one being based in London. 
The pope in reply to Cenwulf said that the southern archbishopric must remain at Canterbury, and excommunicated Eadberht and authorized his expulsion from Kent if he persisted in keeping Aethelhard from Canterbury. In 798 Cenwulf invaded Kent and captured Eadberht, who he blinded and imprisoned and Aethelhard was restored to Canterbury, where he managed to secure professions of obedience from a number of southern bishops. He went to Rome and Leo III eventually sided with Canterbury and demoted Lichfield back down to a bishopric. On his return to England in 803 he convened the Councils of Clovesho which decreed that no archiepiscopal see besides Canterbury should ever been established in the southern province of Britain. Higbert attended the council, but is named as an abbot, which makes it apparent that he had resigned his see before the council met and been compensated with an abbey. Aethelhard presided over at least eleven synods and died on 12 May 805 and was buried in Canterbury.
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE NINTH CENTURY
WULFRED  Archbishop of Canterbury [805-832] Wulfred is believed to have come from Middlesex and was a member of a wealthy and important family with considerable landholdings in Middlesex and neighbouring regions. He was archdeacon of the community at Christ Church, Canterbury before the death of his predecessor. He attended a synod as a member of Aethelhard's staff in 803. Under Wulfred's long archiepiscopacy considerable changes and reforms took place at Christ Church, which can be traced in the plentiful documentation that survives from this time. Wulfred used his very considerable personal wealth to fund the construction of new buildings, and reformed the community perhaps on the rule of Benedict. The main thrust of the reforms was that the clergy of the cathedral agreed to live in common and eat in common, in return for some property interests in their housing. Although it is clear that a communal style of living was practiced, whether the cathedral clergy were transformed into canons or if they remained monks is unclear. Wulfred was the first archbishop to place his portrait on the pennies struck in his name which, unlike those of previous archbishops. Wulfred left most of his wealth to his diocese at his death He came into conflict with Cenwulf, King of Mercia over the issue of whether laymen could control religious houses and in 808 the papacy informed Charlemagne that Cenwulf had not yet made peace with the archbishop, but by 809 they seem to have been on good terms. There was however continuous friction between church and state during his rule. Final settlement of the debate over lordship of monasteries came in 838 at Kingston, shortly before Egbert's death. 

FEOLOGILD Archbishop of Canterbury [832-833]  Feologild attended the Council of Clovesho in 803, and was listed on the acts of that council as an abbot of a monastery in Kent. He was elected to the see of Canterbury in early 832 and consecrated on 9th June 832. He died on 30 August 832. There is no other information readily available on him. 
CEOLNOTH Archbishop of Canterbury [833-870] Formerly the Dean of Canterbury Ceolnoth was consecrated as Archbishop on 27th July 833. At the Council of Kingston in 838 a perpetual alliance was made between the see of Canterbury and the West Saxon Kings Aethelwulf and Egcberht. Aethelwulf was also granted the right to receive tithes in return for the church praying for the givers. During this time England was constantly harassed by the Danes and it is thought that a certain level of peace was secured by him by the minting of coinage.  He succeeded Feologild [see 832]

AETHELRED Archbishop of Canterbury [870-888]. He succeeded Ceolnoth [see 833]. Most of his time as archbishop was spent dealing with the effects of Viking raids, but he also had a conflict with King Alfred the Great over ecclesiastical matters. It was during his reign that the Golden Gospels were ransomed from a raiding army and donated to Canterbury. He also was urged, along with Archbishop Wulfhere of York, by Pope John VIII to reform the dress of the English clergy. The Anglo-Saxon clergy wore the short tunic that was the normal costume of the laypeople of Britain. The Roman custom, however, was to wear long clerical robes or habits, and the Anglo-Saxon custom was opposed by the popes and other continental clergy. However the clothing customs of the Anglo-Saxon clergy did not change. 

Around 877, he wrote to Pope John VIII to complain about King Alfred the Great's conduct towards Canterbury. The exact nature of the dispute is not clear, but we know the pope told the archbishop that Canterbury had papal support and that the pope had written to the king urging the king to respect the rights of the archbishop. His biggest concern however would have been the Viking raids on England. Canterbury had been sacked by the Vikings around 850, and there were raids in Kent in 855 and 865 also. Another problem for the archbishop was a decline in the abilities of the scribes at Canterbury, which are dramatically illustrated by the documents which have a number of errors and duplications. They also show that some at least of the scribes had little knowledge of Latin. He died 30 June 888.

PLEGMUND Archbishop of Canterbury [890-914] Little is known of the early life of Plegmund. He was of Mercian descent and is believed to have lived as a hermit The Isle of Chester" at in Cheshire. His reputation as a scholar attracted the attention of King Alfred who, some time before 887, summoned him to court with three other scholars . Plegmund was selected for the see of Canterbury in 890 by King Alfred his election to the Archbishopric of Canterbury being recorded in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle "Here Archbishop Plegmund was elected by God and all the people."
There is a gap in time between the death of the previous Archbishop of Canterbury, Aethelred and the consecration of Plegmund which may have been because the see had been offered to Grimbald, a Flemish monk and scholar, who refused it. During the 9th century the see of Canterbury was at a low point and one of Plegmund's responsibilities was to re-establish its authority. Between 909 and 918 he created new sees within the existing Diocese of Winchester in Crediton, Ramsbury, Sherborne and Wells. This meant that each future shire of Wessex had its own bishop; Crediton for Devon and Cornwall, Ramsbury for Wiltshire, Sherborne for Dorset and Wells for Somerset as well as the diocese of Winchester for Hampshire. In order to do this he had to gain the approval of Pope Sergius III, who had annulled all the acts of Pope Formosus, and in 908 he travelled to Rome to be regranted his pallium. He was the first archbishop of Canterbury to visit Rome for nearly a century and he returned with the relics of Saint Blaise. As a member of King Alfred's court Plegmund worked with three other scholars to translate Gregory the Great's  “Pastoral Care” from Latin into English. The king then sent copies of it to all the bishops of his realm. Under Plegmund's archbishopric, the quality of the Latin used by his scribes improves over the poor quality of the previous two archbishops. When Alfred died in 899, Plegmund crowned his son Edward the Elder king. 
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE TENTH CENTURY
ATHELM Archbishop of Canterbury [923-926] He succeeded Piegmund [see 890] He was an uncle of Dunstan's.[see 960] and was a monk of Glastonbury Abbey and possibly Abbot of Glastonbury before his elevation in 909 to bishop of Wells of which he was the first occupant. Between August 923 and September 925 he became archbishop. His translation from the see of Wells set a precedent for the future, and marks a break with historical practice. Previous to this time, the moving of a bishop from one see to another had been held to be against ecclesiastical law however the popes had themselves been translated, and this practice  was to become common practice in England after Athelm's time. Athelm probably presided over the coronation of King Athelstan of England in 925. It is unclear if the fact that no coins were minted with his name was because of his short term of office or was a sign of a change in policy towards the Archbishops of Canterbury minting coins in their own name. He died on 8 January 926.

WULFHELM  Archbishop of Canterbury  [926-941] Wulfhelm was translated from the Bishopric of Wells to be Archbishop of Canterbury in about 926. While he was archbishop, he was a frequent attendee of the royal court, and King Athelstan of England says in his law code that Wulfhelm was consulted on the drafting of the laws. Wulfhelm also went to Rome to receive his pallium in person from Pope John X. Why he chose to go to Rome in person for his pallium rather than having it sent to him like most of his predecessors is unknown. One suggestion has been that because he had been translated from another see, Wulfhelm felt the need to have papal approval of his translation made explicit. Given the low status of the papacy at the time it is unlikely that the impetus for the change in tradition came from the pope. He died while archbishop on 12 February 941.During his time as archbishop, he received as gifts two gospels that are still extant, as Wulfhelm gave them to Christ Church. 

ODA  Archbishop of Canterbury  [941-958] Oda was Bishop of Ramsbury ( 927–941) before being translated to the see of Canterbury. During his time at Ramsbury he acted as mediator in high circles He arranged a truce between Olaf III Guthfrithson, king of Dublin and York, and Edmund I, king of England. In addition Athelstan sent him to France to arrange the return of King Louis IV of France to the throne of France. Louis had been in exile in England for a number of years. As Archbishop of Canterbury Oda helped King Edmund of England with his legislation and was present, along with Archbishop Wulfstan of York, at a council held by Edmund that proclaimed the first of Edmund's law codes. The council met at London, over Easter around 945 or 946.  He also made constitutions, or rules, for his clergy. His Constitutions of Oda are the first surviving constitutions of a tenth century English ecclesiastical reformer. Items included relations between laymen and the clergy, the duties of bishops, the need for the laity to make canonical marriages, how to observe fasts, and the need for tithes to be given by the laity. The work still exists as the 11th century copy done for Wulfstan II, Archbishop of York. At the death of King Eadred of England in 955, Oda was one of the recipients of a bequest, in his case a large amount of gold. He crowned King Eadwig in 956, but in early 958 annulled the marriage of Eadwig and his wife Aelfgifu who were too closely related. He was known by contemporaries as "The Good" and also became known as Severus "The Severe"

AELFSIGE Archbishop of Canterbury  [958-959] He became Bishop of Winchester in 951 and in 958 he was translated to become archbishop of Canterbury. Aelfsige died of cold in the Alps as he journeyed to Rome to be given his pallium by Pope John XII. In his place King Eadwig nominated Berthelm, bishop of Wells. His will survives, and shows that he was married  with a son Godwine of Worthy, who died in 1001 fighting against the Vikings.

BERTHELM Archbishop of Canterbury [959-960] He was the bishop of Wells and was appointed to be the 27th archbishop of Canterbury in 959. A monk from Glastonbury Abbey, he had served as Bishop of Wells from 956. In 957 he was instrumental in restoring lands around the Selsey area that had been seized by a man named Aelfsige who is though to have been the Bishop of Winchester [see 958] In October of 959, King Eadwig died and his brother Edgar was readily accepted as ruler of the Kingdom of Wessex. One of the last acts of Eadwig had been to appoint a successor to Archbishop Oda, who died on 2 June 958. First he appointed Aelfsige of Winchester, but he perished of cold in the Alps as he journeyed to Rome for the pallium. In his place Eadwig nominated Berthelm. As soon as Edgar became king he reversed this act on the ground that Berthelm had not been able to even govern the diocese of Bath properly saying that he was too gentle to maintain discipline, and was replaced with Dunstan.[see 960]  Berthelm therefore returned to Wells, where he served until he died on 15 May 973.

DUNSTAN Archbishop of Canterbury  [ 988]  As a young boy, Dunstan studied under the Irish monks who then occupied the ruins of Glastonbury Abbey. He became so well known for his devotion to learning that he is said to have been summoned by his uncle Athelm, the Archbishop of Canterbury, to enter his service and was later appointed to the court of King Athelstan. Dunstan soon became a favourite of the king and was the envy of other members of the court. A plot was hatched to disgrace him and Dunstan was accused of being involved with witchcraft and black magic. The king ordered him to leave the court and as Dunstan was leaving the palace his enemies physically attacked him, beat him severely, bound him, and threw him into a cesspool. He managed to crawl out and make his way to the house of a friend. From there, he journeyed to Winchester and entered the service of his uncle, Aelfheah Bishop of Winchester. The bishop tried to persuade him to become a monk, but Dunstan was doubtful whether he had a vocation to a celibate life. After a severe illness he took holy orders and returned to Glastonbury as a hermit where he worked as a silversmith. Her received two major bequests which made him a rich man which he used to further Benedictine monasticism. 
In 955, Eadred died, and the situation was at once changed. Eadwig, the elder son of Edmund, who then came to the throne, was a headstrong youth wholly devoted to the reactionary nobles. According to one legend, the feud with Dunstan began on the day of Eadwig's coronation, when he failed to attend a meeting of nobles. When Dunstan eventually found the young monarch, he was cavorting with a noblewoman named Aelfgifu and her mother, and refused to return with the bishop. Infuriated by this, Dunstan dragged Eadwig back and forced him to renounce the girl. 

Later realizing that he had provoked the king, Dunstan fled to the apparent sanctuary of his cloister, but Eadwig, incited by the girl whom he married, followed him and plundered the monastery. He travelled to Flanders and resided in Ghent but soon after Eadwig was deposed and his brother became king and recalled Dunstan who in turn became Bishop of Worcester in 957 and London the following year and Canterbury in 960..
Dunstan went to Rome in 960, and received the pallium from Pope John XII. On his journey there, Dunstan's generosities were so lavish as to leave nothing for himself and his attendants. His steward complained, but Dunstan suggested that they trust in Jesus Christ. On his return from Rome, Dunstan at once regained his position as virtual prime minister of the kingdom. Bishops were appointed on his recommendation Dunstan pushed forward his reforms in the English Church with the monks in his communities being taught to live in a spirit of self-sacrifice. He actively enforced the law of celibacy whenever possible and forbade the practices of simony (selling ecclesiastical offices for money) and ended the custom of clerics appointing relatives to offices under their jurisdiction. Monasteries were built, and in some of the great cathedrals, monks took the place of the secular canons; in the rest the canons were obliged to live according to rule. The parish priests were compelled to be qualified for their office; they were urged to teach parishioners not only the truths of the Christian faith, but also trades to improve their position. The state saw reforms as well. Good order was maintained throughout the realm and there was respect for the law. Trained bands policed the north, and a navy guarded the shores from Viking raids. There was a level of peace in the kingdom unknown in living memory. 

In 973, Dunstan's statesmanship reached its zenith when he officiated at the coronation of King Edgar. Edgar was crowned at Bath in an imperial ceremony planned not as the initiation, but as the culmination of his reign. This service, devised by Dunstan himself and celebrated with a poem in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle forms the basis of the present-day British coronation ceremony. Edgar died two years after his coronation, and was succeeded by his eldest son Edward  the Martyr" Through the influence of Dunstan, Edward was chosen and crowned at Winchester. In March 978, King Edward was assassinated at Corfe Castle Ethelred the Unready became king. His coronation on Low Sunday 31st March, 978, was the last state event in which Dunstan took part. 
Dunstan's influence at court was ended and he retired to Canterbury, to teach at the cathedral school. Dunstan's retirement at Canterbury consisted of long hours, both day and night, spent in private prayer, as well as his regular attendance at Mass and the daily office. He worked to improve the spiritual and temporal well-being of his people, to build and restore churches, to establish schools, to judge suits, to defend widows and orphans, to promote peace, and to enforce respect for purity. Until Thomas A Becket ’s fame overshadowed Dunstan's he was the favourite saint of the English people. “St Dunstan's” is the charity that provides support, rehabilitation, and respite care to blind ex-service personnel of the British Armed Forces is named after him, as are many churches all over the world.

ATHELGAR Archbishop of Canterbury [988-990]. He was a monk at Glastonbury Abbey before he became assistant of Aethelwold bishop of Winchester. He was consecrated Bishop of Selsey on 2 May 980 and succeeded Dunstan as Archbishop of Canterbury in 988. During the short period while archbishop he received two letters from monasteries in Flanders, seeking his support and prayers. One was from the Falrad, the abbot of Saint-Vaast Abbey, which requested that relations between the abbey and Canterbury remain good, as they had in Dunstan's time and implies that Falrad had given verbal instructions to the messenger carrying the letter to seek further support on other issues. The second letter was from Odbert, the abbot of Saint-Bertin Abbey congratulating him on becoming archbishop and soliciting financial aid for his monastery. Athelgar died on 13 February 990.

SIGERIC Archbishop of Canterbury  [990-994] He was educated at Glastonbury Abbey, where he took holy orders and was elected Abbot  of St Augustine's. He may have been a disciple of Dunstan's. Sigeric made the pilgrimage to Rome to receive his pallium and contemporary records of this journey still exist. It was Sigeric who advised King Aethelred to pay a tribute to the invading Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard in 991. Aethelred presented Sweyn with 10,000 pounds of silver, in response to which Sweyn temporarily ceased his destructive advance into England, though he later returned for further tribute. Sweyn's ever-increasing demands in the following years resulted in a debilitating tax known as the Danegeld, payable by the inhabitants of Aethelred's territories. In 994, Sigeric paid tribute to the Danes to protect Canterbury Cathedral from being burned. Sigeric died on 28 October 994. 

AELFRIC Archbishop of Canterbury. [995-1006] He was the son of an earl of Kent, before he became a monk of Abingdon Abbey and was transferred from the Bishopric of Wiltshire to the see of Canterbury on 21 April 995 His appointment to Canterbury caused consternation with the clergy of the cathedral chapter who sent two members to Rome attempting to secure the office for one of them. The pope, however, would not appoint either without royal permission and when Aelfric arrived in Rome, he received his pallium from Pope Gregory V in 997. It is said that he introduced monks into the cathedral church of Christ Church, Canterbury, replacing the secular clerks that had taken over the foundation during the ninth century, apparently on the command of the pope. He probably performed the marriage ceremony of King Ethelred the Unready and Emma of Normandy in 1002. Aelfric died on 16 November 1005 and was buried in Abingdon Abbey, later being translated to Canterbury Cathedral. His will survives and is a most interesting document. In it he left ships to the people of Wiltshire and Kent, with his best one, equipped for sixty men, going to King Ethelred.

ARCHBISHOPS OF THE ELEVENTH CENTURY

AELFHEAH Archbishop of Canterbury. [1006-1013]  He was born in Weston on the outskirts of Bath and became a monk early in life. He first entered the monastery of Deerhurst, but then moved to Bath, where he became an anchorite. He was noted for his piety and austerity, and rose to become abbot of Bath Abbey. Probably due to the influence of Dunstan, the Archbishop of Canterbury (959–988), he was elected Bishop of Winchester in 984, and was consecrated on 19th October that year. While bishop he was largely responsible for the construction of a large organ in the cathedral, audible from over a mile away and said to require more than 24 men to operate it. He also built and enlarged the city's churches and promoted the cult of St Swithun. In 1006 he succeeded Aelfric as Archbishop of Canterbury, taking St Swithun's head with him as a relic for the new location. He went to Rome in 1007 to receive his pallium a symbol of his ties to the Apostolic See from Pope John XVIII but was robbed during his journey. While at Canterbury he also promoted the cult of St Dunstan.

In 1011 the Danes again raided England, and from 8–29 September they laid siege to Canterbury. Aelfheah was taken prisoner and held captive for seven months. He refused to allow a ransom to be paid for his freedom, and as a result was killed on 19 April 1012 at Greenwich. The account of his death appears in the E version of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: “the raiding-army became much stirred up against the bishop, because he did not want to offer them any money, and forbade that anything might be granted in return for him. Also they were very drunk, because there was wine brought from the south. Then they seized the bishop, led him to their council and then pelted him there with bones and the heads of cattle; and one of them struck him on the head with the butt of an axe, so that with the blow he sank down and his holy blood fell on the earth, and sent forth his holy soul to God's kingdom”. 
He was therefore the first Archbishop of Canterbury to die a violent death. After the Norman conquest Aelfheah and Augustine of Canterbury were the only pre-conquest Anglo-Saxon archbishops kept on Canterbury's calendar of saints.
LYFING  Archbishop of Canterbury [1013-1020] Lyfing was abbot of Chertsey Abbey from about 989 and became Bishop of Wells in 998 or 999. In 1013 King Ethelred the Unready appointed him to the see of Canterbury. Lyfing was taken captive by Vikings and held prisoner for a time, but he was released in time to attend the Witenagemot in 1014, and started repairs of the damage the Vikings had done to Canterbury Cathedral. Lyfing was unable to go to Rome for his pallium during King Ethelred's reign, for every bishop that was consecrated during the remainder of the king's reign was consecrated by Archbishop Wulfstan of York. By 1018, however, he was named as archbishop, having returned to England from Rome with letters from Pope Benedict VIII. As Archbishop of Canterbury, Lyfing crowned two English kings: Ethelred's son Edmund Ironside in 1016 and Canute the Great in 1017. He died on 12 June 1020.

AETHELNOTH Archbishop of Canterbury. [1020-1038] He was a member of the royal family of Wessex and became a monk at Glastonbury, then was made dean of the monastery of Christ Church Priory, at Canterbury, the cathedral chapter for the diocese of Canterbury. He was also a chaplain to King Canute of England and Denmark, On 13 November 1020 he was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury. In 1022 he went to Rome to obtain the pallium, and was received with by Pope Benedict VIII. On his return trip, he bought a relic of St Augustine of Hippo, for 100 silver talents and one gold talent. He gave the relic to Coventry Abbey. He also presided over the translation of Saint Alphege's relics. In 1022 he consecrated Gerbrand as bishop of Roskilde in Scandinavia. The archbishop of Hamburg-Bremen was the metropolitan of Roskilde, and the fact that Gerbrand was consecrated by an English archbishop later caused friction between the bishop and his metropolitan. Cnut was forced to concede that in the future he would not appoint bishops in Bremen's archdiocese without the metropolitan's advice. The medieval chronicler William of Malmesbury praised his wisdom. Aethelnoth died in October 1038 and was buried in Canterbury Cathedral.

EADSIGE Archbishop of Canterbury.[1038-1050]. He was a royal priest for King Canute before Canute arranged for him to become a monk at Christ Church, Canterbury about 1030. About 1035, he served as a suffragan bishop to Archbishop Aethelnoth of Canterbury and was translated to the Archbishopric of Canterbury in 1038 after Aethelnoth's death. In 1040, he journeyed to Rome to receive his pallium from Pope Benedict IX. He crowned Edward the Confessor on 3rd April 1043 along with Archbishop Aelfric of York. During his occupation of the see, many of the lands of the see were either leased, sold or given to Godwin, Earl of Wessex, an action that angered the monks of the cathedral. In 1044, wishing to withdraw from his see because of ill-health, he appears to have approached King Edward and Godwin, Earl of Wessex, about temporarily consecrating Siward, abbot of Abingdon in his place. This retirement lasted until 1048, when Siward became ill and returned to Abingdon to die within eight weeks. Eadsige died on 29 October 1050 
ROBERT OF JUMIEGES Archbishop of Canterbury.[1051-1052] He was the first Norman Archbishop of Canterbury. He had previously served as prior of the Abbey of St Ouen at Rouen in France, before becoming abbot of Jumièges Abbey, near Rouen, in 1037. He was a good friend and advisor to the king of England, Edward the Confessor, who appointed him Bishop of London in 1044, and then archbishop in 1051. Robert's time as archbishop lasted only about eighteen months. He had already come into conflict with the powerful Earl Godwin of Wessex, and while archbishop made attempts to recover lands lost to Godwin and his family. He also refused to consecrate Spearhafoc, Edward's choice to succeed Robert as Bishop of London. 
The rift between Robert and Godwin culminated in Robert's deposition and exile in 1052. A Norman medieval chronicler claimed that Robert travelled to Normandy in 1051 or 1052 and told Duke William, the future William the Conqueror, that Edward wished for him to become his heir. The exact timing of Robert's trip, and whether he actually made it, have been the subject of debate among historians. The archbishop died in exile at Jumièges sometime between 1052 and 1055. Robert commissioned significant building work at Jumièges and was probably involved in the first Romanesque building in England, the church built in Westminster for Edward the Confessor, now known as Westminster Abbey. Robert's treatment by the English was used by William the Conqueror as one of the justifications for his invasion of England in 1066. 

STIGAND  Archbishop of Canterbury.[1052-1070]  Stigand served King Canute as a chaplain at a royal foundation at Ashingdon in 1020, and as an advisor then and later. He continued in his role of advisor during the reigns of Canute's sons, Harold Harefoot and Harthacanute. When Canute's stepson Edward the Confessor succeeded Harthacanute, Stigand became England's main administrator. Monastic writers of the time accused Stigand of extorting money and lands from the church. By 1066, the only estates richer than Stigand's were the royal estates and those of Harold Godwinson. In 1043 King Edward the Confessor appointed Stigand to the bishopric, of Elmham. Four years later, in 1047, he was appointed to Winchester and then in 1052 to Canterbury which he held jointly with that of Winchester. Five successive popes, including Nicholas II and Alexander II, excommunicated Stigand for holding both Winchester and Canterbury. Stigand was present at the deathbed of King Edward and at the coronation of Harold Godwinson as king of England in 1066. After Harold's death at the Battle of Hastings Stigand submitted to William the Conqueror. However on Christmas Day, 1066 it was Ealdred, the Archbishop of York crowned William King of England as Stigand's excommunication meant that he could only assist at the coronation. Despite growing pressure for his deposition, Stigand continued to attend the royal court and to consecrate bishops until in 1070 when he was deposed by papal legates and imprisoned at Winchester. His intransigence towards the papacy was used as propaganda by Norman advocates of the view that the English church was backward and needed reform. Stigand died without regaining his liberty.

LANFRANC Archbishop of Canterbury.[1070 1089]  He was born in the early years of the eleventh century at Pavia but was orphaned at an early age. Lanfranc was trained in the liberal arts, at that time a field in which northern Italy was famous and for unknown reasons he crossed the Alps from Italy taking up the role of teacher in France and eventually in Normandy. About 1039 he became the master of the cathedral school at Avranches, where he taught for three years with conspicuous success. In 1042 he became a monk and until 1045 he lived at Bec in absolute seclusion. He was then persuaded by Abbot Herluin to open a school in the monastery. His pupils were drawn not only from France and Normandy, but also from Gascony, Flanders, Germany and Italy. Many of them afterwards attained high positions in the Church. The favourite subjects of his lectures were logic and dogmatic theology. 
He was therefore invited to defend the doctrine of transubstantiation against the attacks of Berengar of Tours. Berenger stated that one cannot literally eat the flesh or drink the blood of Christ but through faith the Christian can have real communion with the glorified humanity of Christ in heaven. Lanfranc took up the task with the greatest zeal, although Berengar had been his personal friend; he was the protagonist of orthodoxy at the councils of Vercelli (1050), Tours (1054) and Rome (1059) and thus consolidated the Roman Catholic dogma on transubstantiation. To his influence we may attribute the desertion of Berengar's cause by Hildebrand and the more broad-minded of the cardinals. Henceforward Lanfranc exercised a perceptible influence on his master's policy. William adopted the Cluniac programme of ecclesiastical reform, and obtained the support of Rome for his English expedition by assuming the attitude of a crusader against schism and corruption. It was Alexander II, possibly a pupil of Lanfranc's and certainly a close friend, who gave the Norman Conquest the papal benediction which was a  notable advantage to William at the moment, but subsequently the cause of serious embarrassments.

As soon as Stigand had been canonically deposed on 15 August 1070 Lanfranc was nominated and speedily consecrated on 29 August 1070. The new archbishop at once began a policy of reorganization and reform. His first difficulties were with Thomas of Bayeux, archbishop elect of York, who was another of his former pupils who asserted that his see was independent of Canterbury and claimed jurisdiction over the greater part of midland England. This was the beginning of a long running dispute between the sees of Canterbury and York, usually known as the Canterbury-York dispute. Lanfranc, during a visit which he paid the pope for the purpose of receiving his pallium, obtained an order from Alexander that the disputed points should be settled by a council of the English Church. This was held at Winchester in 1072. At this council Lanfranc obtained the confirmation of primacy that he sought; nonetheless he was never able to secure its formal confirmation by the papacy, possibly as a result of the succession of Hildebrand,  Gregory VII, to the papal throne in 1073. Lanfranc assisted William in maintaining the independence of the English Church; and appears at one time to have favoured the idea of maintaining a neutral attitude on the subject of the quarrels between papacy and empire. In the domestic affairs of England the archbishop showed more spiritual zeal. His grand aim was to extricate the Church from the fetters of corruption. He was a generous patron of monasticism and also endeavoured to enforce celibacy upon the secular clergy.
He accelerated the process of substituting Normans for Englishmen in all positions of importance; and although his nominees were usually respectable, it cannot be said that all of them were better than the men whom they superseded. 
On several occasions when William I was absent from England Lanfranc acted as his vicegerents. By long tradition the primate was entitled to a leading position in the king’s councils; and the interests of the Church demanded that Lanfranc should use his power in a manner not displeasing to the king. Lanfranc’s greatest political service to the Conqueror was when he detected and foiled the conspiracy against William in 1075 formed by the earls of Norfolk and Hereford.
As a statesman he did something to uphold the traditional ideal of his office; as a primate he elevated the standards of clerical discipline and education. Conceived in the spirit of popes such as Leo IX, his reforms led by a natural sequence to strained relations between Church and State; the equilibrium which he established was unstable, and depended too much upon his personal influence with the Conqueror. On the death of William the Conqueror in 1087 he secured the succession for William Rufus, in spite of the discontent of the Anglo-Norman baronage; and in 1088 his exhortations induced the English militia to fight on the side of the new sovereign against Odo of Bayeux and the other partisans of Duke Robert. He exacted promises of just government from Rufus, and was not afraid to remonstrate when the promises were disregarded. So long as he lived he was a check upon the worst areas of the king’s administration. But his restraining hand was removed in 1089 when he was struck down with fever and he died on 24 May
ANSELM of Canterbury Archbishop of Canterbury [1093‑1109]. Born in Italy he argued with his father and after wandering for years he became a monk under the influence of Lanfranc and settled in Normandy where he became a great teacher. Anselm came into conflict with William Rufus of England while he was applying reforms to the church and was exiled. He  wrote a systematic theology and believed that faith was a necessary foundation and held that the atonement was necessary to satisfy the majesty of God. Anselm sought to understand Christian doctrine through reason and develop intelligible truths interwoven with the Christian belief. He believed that the necessary preliminary for this was possession of the Christian faith. He wrote "Nor do I seek to understand that I may believe, but I believe that I may understand. For this, too, I believe, that, unless I first believe, I shall not understand. He held that faith precedes reason, but that reason can expand upon faith. The groundwork of Anselm's theory of knowledge is contained in the tract The Truth where he affirmed the existence of an absolute truth. This absolute truth, he argues, is God, who is the ultimate ground or principle both of things and of thought. The notion of God becomes the foreground of Anselm's theory, so it is necessary first to make God clear to reason and be demonstrated to have real existence.

ARCHBISHOPS OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY
RALPH D'ESCURES Archbishop of Canterbury [ 1114 -1122] Ralph d' Escures was a medieval Abbot of Séez, Bishop of Rochester on the death of Gundulf and then Archbishop of Canterbury. He studied at the school at the Abbey of Bec before he entered the abbey of St Martin at Séez in 1079 and became abbot of the house in 1091. He was not chosen archbishop of Canterbury by the chapter of Canterbury alone. His election involved an assembly of the lords and bishops meeting with King Henry I of England. Ralph then received his pallium from Pope Paschal II, rather than travelling to Rome to retrieve it. As archbishop, Ralph was very assertive of the rights of the see of Canterbury and of the liberties of the English church. He claimed authority in Wales and Scotland. Ralph also quarrelled for a time with Pope Paschal II. Ralph suffered a stroke on 11 July 1119 and was left partially paralysed and unable to speak clearly from that time until his death on 20 October 1122. A surviving English translation of a sermon delivered by Ralph is preserved in a manuscript in the British Library. The sermon survives in some fifty Latin manuscripts.

In June 1108 he succeeded Gundulf as Bishop of Rochester, having been nominated by Gundulf before his death. Ralph was consecrated on 9 August 1108. He was at Anselm's deathbed in April 1109 and, afterwards, Ralph acted as administrator of the see of Canterbury until April 1114, when he was chosen Archbishop at Windsor. The king had wanted his doctor, Faricus, who was an Italian and abbot of Abingdon, but the nobles and the bishops objected to anyone but a Norman being appointed.[10] The bishops also desired someone who was not a monk, or at least not one who was so close to Henry. Although Ralph was a monk and had not previously been a royal clerk and had even been a disciple of Anselm's. It was only with difficulty, however, that Pope Paschal II was persuaded to grant the pallium, as the papacy was attempting to again assert papal jurisdiction over the English Church. It was Anselm of St Saba who brought the pallium to England, along with letters from Paschal complaining that the English Church was translating bishops from see to see without papal permission. 

In 1116 the pope even demanded the payment of Peter's Pence, a payment direct to the papacy of a penny from every household in England. Ralph, when he took the pallium, professed "fidelity and canonical obedience" to the pope, but did not submit to the papal demands and, in fact, supported King Henry in opposing the pope's demands. As archbishop Ralph championed the rights of the see of Canterbury and the English church. He claimed authority in Wales and Scotland, writing to the pope that "the church of Canterbury has not ceased to provide pastoral care for the whole of Britain and Ireland, both as a benevolence and from its rights of primacy.
Ralph was regarded as a "witty, easygoing" man. The struggle with York, however, along with his illnesses and the effects of the stroke, turned Ralph in his last years into a quarrelsome person. Even William of Malmesbury, no lover of ecclesiastics and always ready to find fault with them, could only find fault with him for his occasional lapses into unbecoming frivolity. Ralph suffered a stroke on 11 July 1119 as he was removing his vestments after celebrating Mass. From then until his death, Ralph was partially paralysed and unable to speak clearly. He was still involved in decision making and, in 1120, he agreed to King Alexander I of Scotland's suggestion that Eadmer become the next Bishop of St Andrew's. Ralph was one of the lords consulted about the remarriage of Henry I to Adeliza of Leuven at London in 1121. He also successfully asserted his right to celebrate the king's new marriage, over attempts by Roger of Salisbury to officiate instead. Due to the damage from the stroke, Ralph was unable to perform the ceremony but, when Roger made an attempt to do so, Ralph successfully insisted on choosing the officiant and William Giffard Bishop of Winchester performed the marriage. Ralph died on 20 October 1122.
WILLIAM DE CORBEIL Archbishop of Canterbury [ 1123 -1136] was educated as a theologian and taught briefly after finishing his education. He then served the bishops of Durham and London as a clerk. After the death of Ralph d'Escures in October of 1122, King Henry I decided to allow a free election, and the new primate was chosen by the leading men of the realm, both ecclesiastical and secular. William was the first Augustinian canon consecrated archbishop in England, a striking break with tradition that had favoured monks in the see of Canterbury. As such, he caused some concern in the monks of the Canterbury chapter, who were  alarmed at the appointment, since he was a non-monastic clergy-member. He was enthroned at Canterbury on 22 July 1123. William was soon involved in the Canterbury-York dispute over primacy with Thurstan, the archbishop of York, which continued throughout his reign. A temporary solution was imposed by the papacy when William was made papal legate for England, which made his powers superior to those of York. William also concerned himself with the morals of the clergy. In ecclesiastical matters, William called councils in 1125, 1127 and 1129 all of them being held at Winchester. The one in 1125 met under the direction of John of Crema, and prohibited simony, purchase of the sacraments, and the inheritance of clerical benefices. In 1127 the council condemned the purchase of benefices, priesthoods, or places in monastic houses. Lastly, in 1129 the clergy were once more admonished to live a celibate life and to put aside their wives. At the end of his life, William was instrumental in the selection of Count Stephen of Boulogne as king of England instead of the Empress Matilda, daughter of King Henry I of England who William swore to Henry I that he would support in her claim to the English throne. 

THEOBOLD OF BEC Archbishop of Canterbury [ 1139 -1161] was a Norman by birth and was chosen by King Stephen of England to be Archbishop of Canterbury in 1138. The dispute of the primacy over the Welsh hierarchy was ended in his reign when Pope Eugene III decided in 1148 in favour of Theobald. Among other issues that Theobald faced was Henry of Blois, who was Bishop of Winchester who contested his authority. Theobald was pious and well educated  but he had only just become abbot the year before, and his election was probably based on the reputation of his monastery, which had already produced two archbishops of Canterbury, Lanfranc and Anselm. Theobald is also remembered as the patron of his successor Thomas Becket. A number of other future bishops and archbishops also served as clerks for Theobald. In 1141, after the Battle of Lincoln, with Stephen in captivity in Bristol, Theobald did not immediately join the Empress. He claimed that he needed to talk to Stephen before switching his oath of fealty. After consulting with Stephen, he secured permission to accept the current conditions, and then joined Henry of Blois at Winchester in April for a legatine council held to depose Stephen and crown Empress Matilda. However, the attendance at the council was sparse and they were unable to crown the Empress because she did not hold London or Winchester. The conflict between Stephen and Matilda continued to rage with Theobold being banished by the king but re-established after Stephen was put under significant pressure by Pope Eugene III. Theobald was instrumental in the early spread of Roman and canon law to England, inviting the Bologna-schooled jurist Vacarius to join his administration and advise on legal matters and later taught at Oxford  briefly in the 1140s. 

Soon after his election, he selected his brother Walter to be archdeacon of Canterbury, and in 1148 promoted Walter to be Bishop of Rochester. Theobald was present at Stephen's deathbed in October 1154, and Stephen named Theobald regent of the kingdom until Henry arrived to take up his crown. Two months later Theobald crowned Henry and his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine on 19 December 1154 Theobald's household was not monastic in character, although he himself was a monk. As he settled into the role of archbishop, he seems to have left most of his monastic habits behind, although he continued to have a monk as a companion. His nephews and brother benefited from his nepotism. Theobald died on 18th April 1161 and was assessed as “an upright man, but quick tempered, and sometimes spoke far too rashly. 
THOMAS BECKET Archbishop of Canterbury [1162‑1170]. Thomas Becket was born in Cheapside, London. Becket received a brilliant education in civil and canon law at Merton Priory in England, and then overseas at Paris, Bologna, and Auxerre. Upon returning to England he attracted the notice of Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, who entrusted him with several important missions to Rome and finally made him Archdeacon of Canterbury. He so distinguished himself by his zeal and efficiency that Theobald recommended him to King Henry II when the important office of Lord Chancellor was vacant. Henry desired to be absolute ruler of his dominions, both Church and State, and could find precedents in the traditions of the throne when he planned to do away with the special privileges of the English clergy, which he regarded as fetters on his authority. As Chancellor, Becket enforced the king’s traditional medieval land tax that was exacted from all landowners, including churches and bishoprics. This created both a hardship and a resentment of Becket among the English Churchmen. To further implicate Becket as a secular man, he became an accomplished and extravagant courtier and a cheerful companion to the king's pleasures. Thomas was devoted to Henry's interests with such a firm and yet diplomatic thoroughness that scarcely anyone, except perhaps John of Salisbury, doubted his allegiance to English royalty.

King Henry even sent his son Henry to live in Becket's household, it being the custom then for noble children to be fostered out to other noble houses. The younger Henry was reported to have said Becket showed him more fatherly love in a day than his father did for his entire life. An emotional attachment to Becket as a foster-father may have been one of the reasons the younger Henry would turn against his father. He became a friend and confidant of Henry II who appointed him as Archbishop. On assumption of power Thomas adopted a pious lifestyle which separated him from Henry. Arguing over the trials of priests Henry issued the constitution of Claredon stating that the king and not the pope had authority over the English Church. 
He achieved his final position of power as the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1162, several months after the death of Theobald. Henry intended to further his influence by directing the actions of Thomas, his loyal appointee, and diminish the independence and influence of the Church in England. The famous transformation of Becket into an ascetic occurred at this time. A rift grew between Henry and Thomas as the new Archbishop dropped his Chancellorship and consolidated the landed revenues of Canterbury under his control. So began a series of legal conflicts, such as the jurisdiction of secular courts over English clergy, which accelerated antipathy between the two great offices. Attempts by King Henry to transform the opinion and influence of the other bishops against Thomas began in Westminster in October 1163, where the King sought approval of stated royal privileges. This led to Clarendon, where Thomas was officially asked to sign off on the King’s rights or face political repercussions.
Henry II presided over the assemblies at Clarendon Palace on 30 January 1164. In sixteen constitutions, he sought less clerical independence and a weaker connection with Rome. He employed all his skills to induce their consent and was apparently successful with all but Thomas. Finally even Becket expressed his willingness to agree to the substance of the Constitutions of Clarendon, but he still refused to formally sign the documents. This meant war between the two powers. Henry summoned Becket to appear before a great council at Northampton Castle on 8 October 1164, to answer allegations of contempt of royal authority. Convicted on the charges, Becket stormed out of the trial and fled to the Continent. Henry pursued the fugitive archbishop with a series of edicts, aimed at all his friends and supporters as well as Becket himself; but Louis VII of France received him with respect and offered him protection. He spent nearly two years in the Cistercian abbey of Pontigny, until Henry's threats against the order obliged him to move again.
Becket sought to exercise the prerogatives of the Church, particularly the weapons of excommunication and interdict. But Pope Alexander III, though sympathising with him in theory, favoured a more diplomatic approach. Differences thus arose between Pope and Archbishop and legates were sent in 1167 with authority to act as arbitrators. Becket's firmness seemed about to meet with its reward when in 1170 the Pope was on the point of fulfilling his threats and excommunicating Henry II. 
At that point Henry, alarmed by the prospect, held out hopes of an agreement that would allow Thomas to return to England and resume his place. In June 1170, the archbishop of York and the bishops of London and Salisbury held the coronation of Henry the Young King in York. This was a breach of Canterbury's privilege of coronation. In November 1170, Becket excommunicated all three. While the three bishops fled to the king in Normandy, Becket continued to excommunicate his opponents in the church. Soon word of this reached Henry who became very angry. Four knights were sent out to inform Becket that he was to go to Winchester to give an account of his actions, but Becket refused. It was not until Becket refused their demands to submit to the king's will that they retrieved their weapons and rushed back inside for the killing. Becket, meanwhile, proceeded to the main hall for vespers. The four knights, carrying naked swords, caught up with him in a spot near a door to the monastic cloister, the stairs into the crypt, and the stairs leading up into the quire of the cathedral, where the monks were chanting vespers. Here he was killed. As a result Henry had to do penance at Avranches France in 1172. 
ROGER DE BAILLEUL Archbishop of Canterbury [1173]  He was Archbishop of Canterbury-elect. The abbot of Bec Abbey  when he was elected archbishop by the cathedral chapter of Canterbury after the death of Thomas Becket. He declined the election. He was absolved from the election on 5 April 1173. 
RICHARD OF DOVER Archbishop of Canterbury [ 1174 -1184] was a Benedictine monk who was employed by Thomas Becket immediately before Becket's death. Much of Richard's time as archbishop was spent in a dispute with Roger, archbishop of York over the primacy of England, and with St Augustine's Abbey in Canterbury over the archbishops jurisdiction over the abbey. Richard enjoyed better relations with King Henry II of England than Becket had, and was employed by the king on diplomatic affairs. Richard also enjoyed the trust of the papacy, and served as a judge for the papacy. Several of his questions to Pope Alexander III were collected into a collection of ecclesiastical laws, and his patronage of canon lawyers did much to advance the study of canon law in England.

Richard's time as archbishop was much less stormy than Becket's had been, and he seems to have enjoyed better relations with the king. Richard attended the royal councils, and more than once was with the king in Normandy. Richard was less dogmatic on the rights of the clergy than his great predecessor had been; but his compromises were regarded by the monastic writers and the followers of Becket as a sign of weakness. As part of his diplomatic efforts on the king's behalf, Richard escorted Henry's daughter Joan to Provence on her journey in 1176 to marry King William II of Sicily. Richard also spent part of 1177 in Flanders on diplomatic business for King Henry. Richard attracted canon lawyers to his household, including Gerard la Pucelle, Peter of Blois, and Henry Pium of Northampton, all of whom advised him on legal matters. At the Council of Westminster that Richard convened in May 1175, nineteen canons were put forth, dealing with clerical marriage, the oversupply of ordained clergy, the behaviour of the clergy and their dress and tonsure, and simony. Another canon dealt with clandestine marriages and regulated child marriages. He was also heavily involved with trying judicial cases, both in the actual judgment as well as in the execution of judgments made by others. Four of his questions to Alexander III entered the Decretals and the other collections of canon law of the 13th century. Richard died at Halling, Kent on 16th February 1184 of colic. 

BALDWIN OF EXETER Archbishop of Canterbury [ 1184 -1190]  Son of a clergyman, he studied both canon law and theology at Bologna and was tutor to Pope Eugenius III's nephew before returning to England to serve successive bishops of Exeter. After becoming a Cistercian monk, he was named abbot of his monastery before being elected to the episcopate at Worcester. Before becoming a bishop, he wrote theological works and sermons, some of which survive. He impressed King Henry II of England while bishop, and the king insisted that Baldwin become archbishop. While archbishop, Baldwin quarrelled with his cathedral clergy over the founding of a church, which led to the imprisonment of the clergy in their cloister for over a year. After studying law, he often acted as a judge-delegate for the papacy, hearing cases that had reached the Roman Curia and been remanded back to local experts for decision. Baldwin impressed King Henry II with his pious intervention in a secular case, in order to prevent a hanging on a Sunday. He also spent some time in Wales with Gerald of Wales, preaching and raising money for the Third Crusade. After the coronation of King Richard the Lionheart of England, Baldwin was sent ahead by the king to the Holy Land, and became embroiled in the politics of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. Baldwin died in the Holy Land while participating in the Crusade. His dispute with his clergy led some chroniclers to characterize him as worse for Christianity than Saladin.

Baldwin was translated from the see of Worcester to the see of Canterbury in December of 1184 after Henry II let it be known that he would only accept Baldwin at Canterbury. The monks had put forth three candidates from within Christ Church Priory at the time of Baldwin's transfer. During his time as archbishop there was a dispute with the monks of Christ Church Priory in Canterbury, who resented Baldwin's attempts to impose stricter control over them, and who disputed the legitimacy of Baldwin's election. For his part, Baldwin did not approve of the luxurious and pampered life that the monks of Christ Church lived and felt that they profited too much from the cult of Saint Thomas Becket. The controversy was long and involved and, at one point, the monks were imprisoned within their own buildings for a year and a half, from January 1188 to August of 1189. This lead to the suspension of the liturgy in the cathedral. Eventually all the prominent ecclesiastics and monastic houses of Europe were forced into choosing sides in the dispute. 
In 1188 King Henry II of England called for a tithe to support a new crusade, the Third, following the fall of Jerusalem to Saladin in 1187. The tithe was proclaimed in Henry's French holdings in 1184 (in French records it was called the "Dime" meaning 1/10th). The tithe was later ascribed to Richard I, who became notorious for his pre-Crusade fundraising (including his remark about selling London to the highest bidder) although the amount collected (about 1 denarius per adult person) was far outstripped by forced contributions from the Jewish population in England. It was popularly known as the "Saladin tithe" and was the most extensive tax ever collected in England up to that point. Due to the fact that it was a tithe rather than a secular tax, it was collected by dioceses rather than by shires, and Baldwin was especially blamed for its harshness. Baldwin crowned Richard at Westminster Abbey on 13th September 1189, which is the first English coronation for which a detailed description survives. In April of 1190 Baldwin accompanied King Richard I of England on crusade. In June of 1190 he arrived at Acre, at the head of the English forces and died in Palestine in 1190 saddened by the conduct of the Christian armies. 
REGINALD FITZ JOCELIN Archbishop of Canterbury [ 1191] A member of an Anglo-Norman noble family, he was the son of a bishop, and was educated in Italy. He was a household clerk for Thomas Becket, but by 1167 he was serving King Henry II of England. He was also a favourite of King Louis VII of France, who had him appointed abbot of the Abbey of Corbeil. After angering Becket while attempting to help negotiate a settlement between Becket and the king, Becket then called Reginald "that offspring of fornication, that enemy to the peace of the Church, that traitor." When he was elected as a bishop, the election was challenged by the King Henry's eldest son, Henry the Young King, and Reginald was forced to go to Rome to be confirmed by Pope Alexander III. He attended the Third Lateran Council in 1179, and spent much of his time administering his diocese. He was elected Archbishop of Canterbury in 1191, but died before he could be consecrated. 
HUBERT WALTER Archbishop of Canterbury [ 1193 -1205] was an influential royal adviser in the positions of chief justice of England, archbishop of Canterbury, and Lord Chancellor. As chancellor, Walter began the keeping of the Charter Roll, a record of all charters issued by the chancery. Walter was not noted for his holiness in life or learning, but historians have judged him one of the most outstanding government ministers in English history. After an unsuccessful candidacy to the see of York, Walter was elected Bishop of Salisbury shortly after the accession of King Henry's son Richard I to the throne of England. Walter accompanied King Richard on the Third Crusade, and was one of the principals involved in raising Richard's ransom after the king was captured in Germany on his return from the Holy Land. As a reward for his faithful service, Walter was selected to become the next Archbishop of Canterbury in 1193. Following Richard's death in 1199, Walter helped assure the elevation of Richard's brother John to the throne. Walter also served John as a diplomat, undertaking several missions to France.
In 1195 Walter issued an ordinance by which four knights were to be appointed in every hundred to act as guardians of the peace, a precursor to the office of Justice of the Peace. His use of the knights, who appear for the first time in political life, is the first sign of the rise of this class who, either as members of parliament or justices of the peace, later became the mainstay of English government. In foreign affairs, Walter negotiated with Scotland in 1195 and with the Welsh in 1197. Negotiations with Scotland were over Scotland's claim to Northumbria. Negotiations broke down, but relations between the two countries remained good through the rest of Richard's reign. Walter was a papal legate of Pope Celestine III from 1195 to 1198, which enabled him to act with the pope's delegated authority within the English Church. He actively investigated ecclesiastical misconduct, and deposed several abbots. He was granted the privilege of minting coins at Shrewsbury, and worked to recover lands and manors that had been lost to the archdiocese. 

He revived the scheme of his predecessor to found a church in Canterbury that would be secular and not monastic. The dispute from the time of Baldwin of Exeter flared up again, with the papacy supporting the monks and the king supporting the archbishop. Finally, Pope Innocent III ruled for the monks and ordered Walter to destroy what had been built. The archbishop held ecclesiastical councils, including one at York in 1195 which legislated that the clergy should collect their tithes in full, "without any reduction". Another council was held at London in 1200 to legislate the size and composition of clerical retinues and also ruled that the clergy, when saying Mass, should speak clearly and not speed up or slow down their speech. 

Walter worked closely with Geoffrey Fitz Peter, on the collection of taxation, and both men went to Wales in 1203 on a diplomatic mission. Another joint action of the two men concerned a tax of a seventh part of all movables collected from both lay and ecclesiastical persons. Walter continued to innovate in local government also, as the earliest record of the coroner's rolls, or county records, being used to cross-check oral testimony in the county courts date from 1202 and 1203. During his chancellorship under John, Walter continued to be active in ecclesiastical affairs, and in September 1200 held a provincial church council at London. This council set forth 14 canons, or decrees, which dealt with a number of subjects, including doctrinal concerns, financial affairs, and the duties of the clergy. It drew heavily on earlier church decrees, including those of the Third Lateran Council of 1179. He died on 13 July 1205, after a long illness that permitted a reconciliation with his monks His death has been said to have taken four days and that he gave vestments, jewellery, and altar furnishings to his monks, which were confiscated by King John after Walter's death. Walter was not a holy man, although he was, as an historian and biographer of Richard I, says, "one of the most outstanding government ministers in English History". Walter was the driving force behind the administrative changes during Richard's reign where due to his lack of interest left all decisions in the hands of his ministers, especially Longchamp and Walter.
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY

REGINALD   Archbishop of Canterbury [1205-1206] He was the sub-prior of the cathedral chapter when the monks chose him to succeed Hubert Walter before October 1205. The election was quashed by King John before 20 December 1206. 
JOHN DE GRAY Archbishop of Canterbury [1205 ] John entered Prince John's service in 1196 and was keeper of John's seal by 1198. After John's accession in 1199 he was rapidly promoted in the church being elected bishop of Norwich in September of 1200. In 1203 he went with Archbishop Hubert Walter of Canterbury on a diplomatic mission to King Philip II of France. He was also instrumental in securing the selection of his nephew as Lord Chancellor after Walter's death in 1205. King John's attempt to force him into the office of Archbishop of Canterbury in 1205 started the king's long quarrel with Pope Innocent III. King John postponed a decision while delegations from both the bishops of England and the monks of the cathedral chapter went to Rome to seek guidance from the pope. However, while the delegations were in Rome, the monks of Canterbury decided to hold a secret election and elected their prior Reginald to be archbishop. Reginald was sent to Rome to join the delegation. When King John found out that the monks had elected someone without any regal input he forced the monks to elect John de Gray as archbishop. His nomination was quashed by Pope Innocent III bout 30 March 1206, along with Reginald's claim. The monks then elected, with Innocent's approval, Stephen Langton. During the interdict that Innocent III placed on England during John's reign, de Gray stayed in the England and helped govern the kingdom, even after the king was excommunicated, along with Peter des Roches, Bishop of Winchester. After John's reconciliation with Innocent de Gray was one of those exempted from the general pardon, and was forced to go in person to Rome to obtain it. At Rome he so completely gained over Innocent that the pope sent him back with papal letters recommending his election to the bishopric of Durham in 1213 but he died in France on his homeward journey on 18 October 1214. 

STEPHEN LANGTON  Archbishop of Canterbury [1207-1228] was a central figure in the dispute between King John of England and Pope Innocent III, which ultimately led to the issuing of Magna Carta in 1215. He had a brother, Simon Langton, who was elected Archbishop of York in 1215, but that election was quashed by Pope Innocent III. Simon Langton served his brother as Archdeacon of Canterbury in 1227. He studied at the University of Paris and lectured there on theology until 1206, when Pope Innocent III, with whom he had formed a friendship at Paris, called him to Rome and made him a cardinal-priest. 

His piety and learning had already won him accolades at Paris and York and he was recognized as the foremost English churchman. After the confusion following Hubert Walter’s death Langton was chosen by the Pope which resulted in John protesting saying anyone who recognised Stephen was a public enemy. Innocent placed England under an interdict in March 1208 and it was not until May 1213 that John yielded to the Pope. Stephen returned home where he now became a leader in the struggle against King John. At a council of churchmen at Westminster on 25th August 1213, to which certain lay Barons were invited, he read the text of the charter of Henry I and called for its renewal. In the end Stephen's energetic leadership and the Barons' military strength forced John to sign the Magna Carta on 15th June 1215. Innocent III now excommunicated the barons for not asking him before the signing of the Magna Carta and Stephen was suspended for not publishing the excommunication and sent into exile. 

In May 1218 after the deaths of both John and Innocent he returned to England and under Henry's reign continued to work for the political independence of England. In 1223 he again appeared as the leader and spokesman of the Barons, who demanded that King Henry confirm the charter. He went to France on Henry's behalf to call on Louis VIII of France for the restoration of Normandy, and later he supported Henry against rebellious Barons. He obtained a promise from the new Pope Honorius III, that during his lifetime no resident legate should be again sent to England, and won other concessions from the same pontiff favourable to the English Church and exalting his see of Canterbury. Of great importance in the ecclesiastical history of England was a council which Stephen opened at Osney on 17 April 1222; its decrees, known as the Constitutions of Stephen Langton, are the earliest provincial canons which are still recognized as binding in English church courts. He died on 9 July 1228. Stephen was a prolific writer with commentaries on almost all the books of the Old Testament, and many sermons many of which are preserved in manuscript at Lambeth Palace, at Oxford and Cambridge, and in France. 

WALTER DE HEMPSHAM Archbishop of Canterbury [1228-1229]  was a monk of Christ Church Priory in Canterbury, when he was chosen to be the Archbishop of Canterbury on 3rd August 1228 by his fellow monks of the cathedral chapter. His appointment was overruled by King Henry III and Pope Gregory IX on 5 January 1229. He was examined by a group of cardinals on theological matters and declared to have answered badly, thus allowing the pope to declare him ineligible for the office. 
RICHARD LE GRANT Archbishop of Canterbury [1229-1231] He was a native of Essex and was chancellor of the see of Lincoln when Henry III nominated him to be Archbishop of Canterbury in opposition to Walter de Hempsham in 1229. He had been chancellor of Lincoln since at least 16 December 1220 and was also a distinguished writer and teacher. Richard was consecrated on 10th June 1229. On 26th January 1231, at a council at Westminster Richard, along with other bishops, objected to Henry III's earlier demand of a second scutage payment, the payment made to the crown in lieu of military service. Richard then attempted to implement reforms in the clergy over the issue of the employment of the clergy in the royal government. In pursuit of this aim, he journeyed to Rome to enlist the papacy's aid, but after a favourable reception at the Curia, he died in Italy on his return journey to England on 3rd August 1231. 

RALPH NEVILLE Archbishop of Canterbury [1231]  Ralph was Keeper of the King's Seal under Henry III from November 1218. He received a dispensation for illegitimacy on 25th January 1220. In late October he was named chancellor of the see of Chichester, but was then elected as bishop of Chichester in November 1222 being consecrated on 21 April 1224. Ralph was named Lord Chancellor of England on 17 May 1226. Ralph was elected Archbishop of Canterbury about 24 September 1231 by the monks of Canterbury, but his election to the archbishopric was quashed in early 1232 by the Pope Gregory IX. The rejection was based on Neville being an illiterate, although he had been found to be learned in 1214 when he was appointed dean. 
JOHN BLUND Archbishop of Canterbury [1232 -1233] was an English scholastic philosopher, known for his work on the nature of the soul, one of the first works of western philosophy. He taught at Oxford He was a royal clerk by 1227 and studied at Oxford and Paris, and was at the University of Paris when it was dispersed in 1229. He was a canon of Chichester before 1232. He was archbishop of Canterbury during a brief reign, having been elected on 26 August 1232. He was supported by Peter des Roches, but did not receive papal approval and the election was quashed BY Gregory XI because of alleged pluralism on 1 June 1233. John was later appointed chancellor of the see of York and died in 1248. 
EDMUND RICH Archbishop of Canterbury [1234-1240]  He studied at the universities of Oxford and Paris and became a teacher about 1200. For six years he lectured on mathematics and dialectics, apparently dividing his time between Oxford and Paris, and winning distinction for his part in introducing the study of Aristotle. He is the first known Oxford Master of Arts. Through the influence of a pious mother he had led from boyhood a life of self-denial and austerity; and it is not surprising that he tired of secular subjects and went over to theology. Though for some time he resisted the change, he finally entered upon his new career between 1205 and 1210. He received ordination, took a doctorate in divinity, and soon won fame as a lecturer on theology and as an extemporaneous preacher. After expounding the "Lord's Law" for a number of years, Edmund became disgusted with scholasticism and gave up his chair at Oxford. Ironically, after his death and canonisation, an academic Hall was founded in his name at the site where he taught. St Edmund Hall, Oxford, remains the last of the University's medieval Halls. In 1227, he preached the sixth crusade through a large part of England.
In 1233 came the news of his appointment, by Pope Gregory IX, to the archbishopric of Canterbury. The chapter had already made three selections which the pope had declined to confirm, and Edmund's name had been proposed as a compromise by Gregory, perhaps on account of his work for the crusade. He was consecrated 2 April 1234. Before his consecration he allied himself in political life with those who emphasised independence from Rome, maintenance of the Great Charter and the exclusion of foreigners from civil and ecclesiastical office. A week after his consecration he again appeared before the king with the barons and bishops, this time threatening his sovereign with excommunication, if he refused to dismiss his counsellors, particularly Peter des Roches, bishop of Winchester. This threat was sufficient. The objectionable favourites were dismissed,  
In 1237, in order to destroy the authority of Edmund, Henry induced the pope to send Cardinal Otto as legate to England. Through numerous disputes with bishops and monks, not to speak of the rupture with the king, and the excommunication of Simon de Montfort and his bride, Edmund had already made his position a difficult one. As the champion of the national Church against the claims of Rome, Edmund now found himself arrayed against the pope. In December, 1237, he set out for Rome, hoping to enlist the pope on the side of ecclesiastical reform. From this futile mission he returned to England in August, 1238, to find himself reduced to a cipher. If he excommunicated his monks, they appealed to Rome and paid no attention to his interdict. Finding himself foiled at every turn he finally submitted to the papal demands; and early in 1240, hoping to win his cause against his monks, he paid to the pope's agents one fifth of his revenue, which had been levied for the pope's war against Emperor Frederick II. Other English prelates followed his example.

Edmund is one of the most attractive figures of medieval history. His life was one of self-sacrifice and devotion to others. From boyhood he practised restraint and throughout his life he wore sackcloth next his skin, pressed against his body by metal plates. After snatching a few hours' sleep without removing his clothing, he usually spent the rest of the night in prayer and meditation. His life inspired the formation of the Society of St Edmund at Pontigny, France, in 1843 by Rev. Jean Baptiste Muard to keep Saint Edmund's memory and life alive through faithful service by the work of popular missions. The members devote themselves to parochial work, to the education of youth in seminaries and colleges, to the direction of pious associations, and to foreign missions. Members of the Society fled to the United States in 1889 after widespread anticlericalism seized France. They settled in Winooski Park, Vermont, and established Saint Michael's College. He died in France on 16 November 1240. 
BONIFACE OF SAVOY Archbishop of Canterbury [1241-1270]  was a Bishop from France and the son of the Count of Savoy, and owed his initial ecclesiastical posts to his father. Other members of his family were also clergymen, and a brother succeeded his father as count. One niece was married to King Henry III of England and another was married to King Louis IX of France. It was Henry who secured Boniface's election as Archbishop, and throughout his tenure of that office he spent much time on the continent. He clashed with his bishops, with his nephew-by-marriage, and with the papacy, but managed to eliminate the see’s debt which he had inherited on taking office. 
During Simon de Montfort's struggle with King Henry, Boniface initially helped Montfort's cause, but later supported the king. On 1st February 1241 he was nominated to the see of Canterbury with Pope Innocent IV confirming the appointment on 16 September 1243. Boniface however did not come to England until 1244 and was present, in the following year 1245, at the First Council of Lyon. There, he was consecrated by Innocent IV on 15th  January but it was only in 1249 that he returned to England and was enthroned at Canterbury Cathedral.

The medieval chronicler Matthew Paris said that Boniface was "noted more for his birth than for his brains." He showed little concern for the spiritual duties of his office. His exactions and his overbearing behaviour, combined with the fact that he was a foreigner, offended the English. He was heavily involved in advancing the fortunes of his family on the continent, and spent fourteen of the twenty-nine years he was archbishop outside England. He made his see debt free by securing the right from the papacy to tax his clergy for seven years,. When a number of bishops refused to pay, they were suspended from office. Boniface held church councils to reform the clergy, in 1257 at London, in 1258 at Merton, and in 1261 at Lambeth.[13]
Boniface was energetic in defending the liberties of his see, and clashed with King Henry over the election of several royal favourites to bishoprics. In 1250 Boniface attempted a visitation of his province, and this disturbed his suffragan bishops, who protested that Boniface was taking exorbitant amounts of money during his visits. They appealed to the pope, who reaffirmed the right of Boniface to conduct his visitation, but set a limit on the amount that could be taken from any monastery or church. After the visitation, Boniface left England again, and only returned in 1252, after the pope had decided the bishops' appeal in Boniface's favour. After his return, he continued to assert his rights and settled a number of disputes with his bishops. He secured professions of obedience from all but three of the 37 bishops consecrated during his time as archbishop.
 Boniface was once more absent from England from October 1254 to November 1256, and spent most of that time in Savoy where he attempted to help his brothers rescue their eldest brother Thomas who was being held captive at Turin. In 1261 Boniface held a church council at Lambeth, where a series of ecclesiastical laws were published which denounced any royal limitations on ecclesiastical courts. These decrees were done without royal consent and thus was tantamount to a ecclesiastical revolt against royal authority similar to the baronial opposition movement that had begun in 1258. During the Second Barons' War, Boniface seems to have sided first with the English bishops against King Henry, but later he sided with Henry. In 1262, he went to France, where he excommunicated the barons opposing the king. He was not summoned to the Parliament at London in January 1265 because he was abroad. On the triumph of the king's party in 1265, he returned to England, arriving there in May 1266. Boniface left England in November 1268, and never returned. Oddly enough, his official seal included a head of the pagan god Jupiter Serapis along with the usual depiction of the archbishop in full vestments. He died in Savoy while waiting to join Prince Edward’s crusade [see 1270]. 
ADAM CHILLENDEN Archbishop of Canterbury [1270-1272] He was also known as William Chillenden and was a monk who was elected as prior of Christ Church Canterbury in 1264. He was elected as Archbishop of Canterbury on 9th September 1270 but King Edward I wanted his chancellor Robert Burnell elected. The pope Gregory X set aside Adam’s election and he was never consecrated in the position. 
ROBERT KILWARDBY Archbishop of Canterbury [1273-1278]  He studied at the University of Paris, where he soon became famous as a teacher of grammar and logic. He then joined the Dominican Order and turning his attention to theology became regent at Oxford University. In October 1272 Pope Gregory X terminated a dispute over the vacant archbishopric of Canterbury by appointing Kilwardby on 11 October 1272 and consecrated on 26 February 1273. Although the new archbishop crowned Edward I and his queen Eleanor in August 1274, he took little part in business of state, but was energetic in discharging the spiritual duties of his office. He was charitable to the poor, and showed liberality to the Dominicans. In 1278 Pope Nicholas III made him Cardinal Bishop of Porto and Santa Rufina and he resigned his archbishopric and left England carrying with him the registers and other books and papers belonging to the see of Canterbury. He also left the see deep in debt again, after his predecessor had cleared the debt. He died in Italy the following year. Kilwardby was the first member of a mendicant order to attain a high position in the English Church. He was an opponent of Thomas Aquinas, and in 1277 he prohibited the teaching of thirty of Thomas' concepts. 
ROBERT BURNELL [1278-1279] Archbishop of Canterbury. On 23 January 1275 Burnell was elected to the see of Bath and Wells. He was consecrated on 7 April 1275. Three years later King Edward I tried to secure the see of Canterbury for his favourite. Burnell was elected to the archbishopric in mid 1278, but the election was quashed by Pope Nicholas III [see 1277] in January of 1279. King Edward sent a deputation, including the eventual appointee, John Peckham, to secure Nicholas' confirmation of the election. The pope named three cardinals as investigators, and then appointed Peckham instead. The bishop's second failure to obtain the archbishopric was probably due to his lifestyle, which included keeping a mistress. 
Edward made one last attempt in early 1280 to promote his friend to a wealthier see, when Burnell was nominated to become Bishop of Winchester. The election, however, was quashed on 28 June 1280, once again by Pope Nicholas III. 

JOHN PECKHAM  Archbishop of Canterbury [1279-1292]  He was a native of Sussex who was educated at Lewes Priory and became a Franciscan friar about 1250. He studied at Paris under Bonaventure, where he later taught theology and wrote a Commentary on Lamentations. From his teaching, he came into conflict with Thomas Aquinas, whom he debated on two occasions. Known as a conservative theologian, he opposed Aquinas' views on the nature of the soul. The Thomist doctrine of the unity of form was condemned after these debates. His theological works later were used by his pupil Roger Marston who in turn inspired Duns Scotus. Peckham also studied optics and astronomy, and his studies in those subjects were influenced by Roger Bacon. Returning to England in 1270 he taught at Oxford before being elected to Canterbury in 1279 Peckham's insistence on discipline offended contemporaries. His first act on arrival in England was to call a council at Reading, which met in July of 1279. Its main object was ecclesiastical reform, but the provision that a copy of Magna Carta should be hung in all cathedral and collegiate churches seemed to the king a political action. Another ruling was on non-residence of clergy in their livings. The only exception Peckham was prepared to make on non-residence was if the clerk needed to go abroad to study.
Peckham worked hard to reorganize the estates of the diocese, and held an inquiry in 1283 through 1285 into the revenues of the see. He set up administrative structures in the manors that divided them into seven administrative groups.[16] Peckham, though, was almost continually in debt, and because he was a Franciscan, he had no personal property to help with his living expenses. He had inherited the diocesan debts that his predecessor had allowed to accumulate, and never managed to clear them His time as archbishop was marked by efforts to improve discipline in the clergy as well as reorganize the estates of his see. Pluralism, or holding more than one clerical benefice, was one of the abuses that Peckham combated. He served Edward I in Wales, where he formed a low opinion of the Welsh people and laws. Before and during his time as archbishop, he wrote a number of works on optics, philosophy, and theology, as well as writing hymns. Numerous manuscripts of his works survive. On his death, his body was buried in Canterbury Cathedral, but his heart was given to the Franciscans for burial. Edward called on him for help in bringing order into conquered Wales, sending him on a diplomatic mission. In 1282 he attempted to mediate between the Welsh and King Edward, but given that Edward would not budge on the main issues, it was a hopeless mission. In the end, Peckham excommunicated some of the Welsh who were resisting Edward, not unsurprising given Peckham's views of the Welsh where he criticised the Welsh clergy for their unchaste lives, conspicuous consumption, and heavy drinking. He also found the Welsh clergy to be uneducated and also criticized the Welsh people as a whole, contrasting their pastoral economy with the farming-based economy of England, and finding the Welsh to be lazy and idle. 

Skirmishes with Edward over clerical privileges, royal power, Peckham's use of excommunication, and ecclesiastical taxation continued, but in October of 1286, Edward issued a writ specifying what types of cases the ecclesiastical courts could hear. These included moral issues, matrimonial issues, disputes about wills and testaments, the correction of sins, and slander and physical attacks on the clergy. Peckham was very strict in his interpretations of canon law, and once wrote to Queen Eleanor that her use of loans from Jewish moneylenders to acquire lands was usury. At an ecclesiastical council held at Lambeth in 1281, Peckham ordered the clergy to instruct their congregations in doctrine at least four times a year. They were to explain and teach the Articles of Faith, the Ten Commandments, the Works of Mercy, the Seven Deadly Sins, the Seven Virtues and the Sacraments. This command was issued as a canon, or law, of the council, and the group is known as the Lambeth Constitutions. Peckham often was in conflict with his subordinate bishops, mainly because of his efforts to reform them, but Peckham's own attitude and handling of his clergy contributed to the problem. He once wrote to Roger de Meyland, the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. "These things need your attention, but you have been absent so long that you seem not to care. We therefore order you, on receipt of this letter, to take up residence in your diocese, so that, even if you are not competent to redress spiritual evils, you may at least minister to the temporal needs of the poor."  Peckham died on 8th December 1292. 
ROBERT WINCHELSEY Archbishop of Canterbury [1294-1313]  He studied at the universities of Paris and Oxford, and later taught at both. Influenced by Thomas Aquinas, he was a scholastic theologian. He held various benefices in England, and was the Chancellor of Oxford University before being elected to Canterbury. On 13th February 1293 Winchelsey was elected as Archbishop of Canterbury. Unusually, neither the pope nor the king had a hand in his election. 

On 1st April he left England for Rome to get papal confirmation. He was not consecrated immediately because of a papal vacancy but Celestine V eventually performed the ceremony at Aquila on 12th September 1294. Winchelsey was a fearless opponent of Edward I. When he swore his oath of fealty to Edward, he offended the king because adding a declaration that he was only swearing fealty for the temporalities, not the spiritualities. All through his term as archbishop he refused to allow Edward to tax the clergy beyond certain levels, and withstood severe pressure to change his mind. In August 1295, he offered the king a tenth of all ecclesiastical revenues, less than Edward had hoped to collect from the clergy. 
Winchelsey and the barons joined in demanding reforms from the king at the parliament of Lincoln in 1301, but his support of Pope Boniface VIII's claim to be the protector of Scotland, broke the alliance. One of the reasons which led the archbishop to ally with the barons was his hostility to Edward's adviser, Walter Langton, bishop of Lichfield. The king took no action against Winchelsey until the Gascon and former royal clerk Bertrand de Got was named Pope Clement V in 1305. Edward then sent two envoys – Langton and Henry Lacy – to the pope, to press his claim that Winchelsey was plotting against him. Clement suspended the archbishop on 12 February 1306. Winchelsey left England and went to the papal court at Bordeaux, where he stayed until Edward's death in July 1307. Only Antony Bek, Bishop of Durham supported the archbishop. 

After the death of Edward I, the new king, Edward II, asked that Winchelsey be restored, which the pope agreed to on 22 January 1308 however soon after his return to England the archbishop joined the king's enemies. The archbishop, along with the Earl of Warwick, were the only people to object to the return of the new king's favourite, Piers Gaveston, to England in 1309. Winchelsey aided the barons in their prosecution of Edward II by sentencing their enemies to excommunication. Robert was a preacher of some note, and when preaching at St. Paul's he attracted large crowds to his sermons and lectures. Those that survive illustrate his highly orthodox Trinitarian views and his scholastic method. 
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY 
THOMAS COBHAM [1313-1314] Archbishop of Canterbury. He earned a Doctor of Theology and a Doctor of Canon Law.  Having been appointed Archdeacon of Lewes in 1301 and Chancellor of Cambridge he was nominated to succeeded Robert Winchelsey in 1313 by the monks of Christ Church Priory Canterbury. He was a monk and had never been consecrated so King Edward II petitioned Pope Clement V for Walter Reynolds to be the next Archbishop. The Pope acquiesced to the King’s request so Thomas was given the see of Worcester. It is of interest that he was one of a very few churchmen who spoke in Edward II’ s defence when Edward was put on trial showed that Thomas did not keep long term grudges. He died in 1327 

WALTER REYNOLDS Archbishop of Canterbury [1314-1327] Walter Reynolds was Bishop of Worcester and then Archbishop of Canterbury as well as Lord High Treasurer and Lord Chancellor. Walter was the son of a baker from Windsor and became a chaplain in the service of Edward I. He held several livings and became a firm favourite with the prince of Wales, afterwards Edward II, whom he served as Keeper of the Wardrobe. In 1307 Reynolds was appointed treasurer of England and later that year he was elected bishop of Worcester. He was also in 1310 named Keeper of the Great Seal, or chancellor. Walter Reynolds was one of the godfathers of the future Edward III when the prince was christened on 17 November 1312. 

When Robert Winchelsey died 1313 Edward II prevailed upon Pope Clement V to appoint his favourite to the vacant archbishopric and Walter was enthroned at Canterbury Cathedral in 1314  Although the private life of the new archbishop appears to have been the reverse of exemplary he attempted to carry out some very necessary reforms in his new official capacity. In this connection in 1317 he laid London under an interdict after William de Melton, archbishop of York, had passed through its streets with his cross borne erect before him. Reynolds remained in general loyal to Edward II until 1324, when with all his assistant bishops he opposed the king in defence of the bishop of Hereford, Adam of Orlton. He fled for safety into Kent but returned to London and declared for Edward III, whom he crowned on 1 February 1327. He died later that year. 
SIMON MEPEHAM Archbishop of Canterbury [1328-1333] Simon was the candidate of the Earl of Lancaster against the candidate supported by Queen Isabella and Roger Mortimer. He was elected to the Archbishopric of Canterbury late in 1327 and consecrated the following year.  

In the winter of1328 he supported a rebellion against the rule of Roger Mortimer that was led by the Earl of Lancaster and supported by the Earl of Norfolk, Earl of Kent and others. Mepeham became involved in a dispute about the juridical rights of Churches. The monks made an appeal against the Archbishop and the Canon of Salisbury was appointed to mediate. Mepeham was cited to give evidence before the Canon, but refused to attend and his refusal to submit to the judicial process of the Church led to his excommunication by Pope John XXII in 1333. Simon was later re-communicated with Rome, but was not re-instated as Bishop. Simon died later that year. 
JOHN DE STRATFORD Archbishop of Canterbury [1333-1348] John was born at Stratford-on-Avon and educated at Merton College, Oxford. He became bishop of Winchester in 1323, an appointment which was made during his visit to Pope John XXII at Avignon. This appointment was very much disliked by Edward II. In 1327 the bishop joined Queen Isabella's partisans; he drew up the six articles against Edward II, and was one of those who visited the captive king at Kenilworth to urge him to abdicate in favour of his son. Under Edward III he became a member of the royal council. In 1330 Stratford became chancellor, and for the next ten years he was actively engaged in public business, being the king's most prominent adviser and being politically the head of the Lancastrian or constitutional party. On 3rd November 1333 he was appointed archbishop of Canterbury. In November of 1340 Edward III, humiliated and angry returned suddenly to England from Flanders and vented his wrath upon the archbishop's brother, the chancellor, Robert de Stratford. Fearing arrest John de Stratford fled to Canterbury, and entered upon a violent war of words with the king. Good relations were soon restored between the two, and the archbishop acted as president of the council during Edward's absence from England in 1345 and 1346. He died at Mayfield, Sussex on 23 August 1348. 

JOHN DE UFFORD Archbishop of Canterbury [1348-1349] He was sent to Avignon in the summer of 1344 as an envoy to a council held by Pope Clement VI to unsuccessfully mediate peace during the Peace of Malestroit (January 1343-September 1346). He was the chancellor to Edward III, keeper of both the great seal and the privy seal. John de Ufford was nominated to the see of Canterbury by Papal Bull dated 28 September 1348 and was granted the temporalities of the see on 14 December 1348. Any developing contention between the chapter who had selected Thomas Bradwardine and the king who also supported John was rendered a dead issue when John de Ufford, already aged and infirm, was carried off by the Black Death in 1349, before being consecrated. 
THOMAS BRADWARDINE Archbishop of Canterbury [1349]  He was born in Sussex. He was a precocious student, educated at Balliol College, Oxford where he was a fellow by 1321; he took the degree of doctor of divinity, and acquired the reputation of a profound scholar, a skilful mathematician and an able theologian. He subsequently moved to Merton College, Oxford on a fellowship. He was afterwards raised to the high offices of chancellor of the university and professor of divinity. Bradwardine like his contemporary William of Ockham was a major figure of the great intellectual movement at Oxford that had begun in the 1240s. Through his influence he enabled Oxford University to be freed from subservience to the Bishop of Oxford. He also stressed God's grace and irresistible will which eventually led to the doctrine of predestination. From being chancellor of the diocese of London as Dean of St Paul's, he became chaplain and confessor to Edward III, whom he attended during his wars in France at the Battle of Crécy, where he preached at the victory Mass, and at the subsequent siege of Calais. In 1349 the canons of the chapter at Canterbury elected him Archbishop following the death of Archbishop John Stratford, but Edward III withheld his consent, preferring his chancellor John de Ufford. After Ufford died of the Black Death Bradwardine went to receive confirmation from Clement VI at Avignon, but on his return he died of the plague at Rochester on 26 August 1349 forty days after his consecration. He was buried at Canterbury.
Merton College sheltered a group of dons devoted to natural science, mainly physics, astronomy and mathematics, rivals of the intellectuals at the University of Paris. Bradwardine was one of these Oxford Calculators, studying mechanics with William Heytesbury, Richard Swineshead, and John Dumbleton. They first formulated the mean speed theorem and the essence of the Law of Falling Bodies long before Galileo, who is generally credited with it. The works of Bradwardine had contained some fundamentals of trigonometry gleaned from Muslim sources but the Merton group did not quite make the breakthrough to modern science with the most essential missing tool being calculus. Bradwardine was also a practitioner and exponent of the art of memory, a loosely associated group of mnemonic principles and techniques used to organize memory impressions, improve recall, and assist in the combination and 'invention' of ideas. 

SIMON ISLIP Archbishop of Canterbury [1349-1366] He was the uncle of William Whittlesey a future archbishop of Canterbury. He was educated at Oxford, where he earned a doctorate in canon, and civil law, being elected Fellow of Merton in 1307. His talents and learning soon won for him many benefices. He became treasurer and Chancellor of England and entered the king's service as one of the royal chaplains. Edward III trusted him also in diplomatic and political affairs, appointed him a member of the council and in 1346 gave Islip extensive powers during his own absence in France. In 1347 Simon was appointed keeper of the Privy Seal. Previously he had held the seal of Lionel, who was the regent in England. John Stratford, the Archbishop of Canterbury, died in 1348 while the Black Death was raging. His two successors, John Ufford and Thomas Bradwardine, died of the plague within a few weeks of each other. Simon was elected to the see of Canterbury in 1349 with his consecration taking place on 20th December 1349. The archdiocese suffered from the Black Death and there was a lack of priests so that the first work Islip was called on to undertake was a visitation, during which he worked to restore ecclesiastical discipline. At this time, and after the renewed outbreak of the Black Death in 1362, he took particular care to regulate the wages of itinerant clergy who became important with the greatly diminished number of priests. He also succeeded in terminating the ancient dispute between the archbishops of Canterbury and York, as to the right of the latter to bear his cross in the province of the former. During his lifetime he had the reputation of being a very cautious administrator of the funds of his see, but this seems to be explained partly by the nature of the times, which called for economy of resources, and partly by his own temperament, which was frugal and averse to display. Both his enthronement and his funeral at Canterbury were by his own desire marked by simplicity, but his generous bequests to the monks of Canterbury show that this was not due to lack of interest in his cathedral church. In 1363 the archbishop suffered a paralytic stroke which he survived for three years, although by depriving him of the power of speech, it practically closed his career. Simon Islip died on 26 April 1366. 

WILLIAM EDINGTON Archbishop of Canterbury [1366] Edington entered the service of Adam Orleton, bishop of Winchester and in 1341 the king named him keeper of the wardrobe. This position was an important one as the wardrobe functioned as the treasury while the king was on campaign. He became treasurer from 1344 to 1356 and finally as chancellor from 1356 until he retired from royal administration in 1363. He contributed to the English military efficiency in the early stages of the Hundred Years' War. When he was appointed he found that the treasury was in great debt from the heavy demands of the early stages of the Hundred Years' War. Edington saw the need to bring all royal expenditure under the oversight of the exchequer. While serving in these positions, Edington also held ecclesiastical benefices. In 1341 he was given the prebend of Leighton Manor (Lincoln), by 1344 he also held that of Salisbury , and by 1345 that of Putston (Hereford). This level of pluralism was not unusual at the time. His greatest appointment however came with his papal appointment, on the king’s request, to the see of Winchester in 1345. He served as bishop of Winchester from that time until his death. This was the richest see in England, considered second only to the archbishopric of Milan. He used the see as a source for extensive nepotism. In May 1366, as a final sign of royal gratitude, King Edward III had Edington elected archbishop of Canterbury. Edington, however, declined on the grounds of failing health. Five months later, on 7 October 1366, he died  He succeeded Simon Islip [see 1349] and was succeeded by Simon Langham [see below]

SIMON LANGHAM Archbishop of Canterbury [1366-1368]  He was born at Langham in Rutland. and became a monk in the Benedictine Abbey of St Peter at Westminster by 1346, and was later prior and then abbot of this house. In 1360 he was made Treasurer of England and two years later he became Bishop of Ely. He was appointed Chancellor of England in February 1363 and chosen Archbishop of Canterbury on 24 July 1366. Perhaps the most interesting incident in his primacy was when he drove the secular clergy from their college of Canterbury Hall, Oxford, and filled their places with monks. The expelled head of the seculars was the great reformer John Wycliffe. Pope Urban V made him a cardinal in 1368. This step lost him the favour of Edward III, and two months later he resigned his archbishopric and went to Avignon. In 1374 he was elected Archbishop of Canterbury for the second time but he withdrew his claim and died at Avignon on 22 July 1376. He left the residue of his large estate and his library to Westminster Abbey. He succeeded William Edington [see above] and was succeeded by William Whittlesey  [see 1368]

WILLIAM WHITTLESEY Archbishop of Canterbury [1368-1374] William was Bishop of Rochester, then Bishop of Worcester, then finally Archbishop of Canterbury. He was probably born in the Cambridgeshire village of Whittlesey. He was educated at Oxford, and owing principally to the fact that he was a nephew of Simon Islip a former archbishop of Canterbury, he received numerous ecclesiastical sources of income holding positions at Lichfield, Chichester and Lincoln, and livings at Ivy church, Croydon and Cliffe. 

His term of office at Canterbury was very uneventful partially but no wholly due to his poor health. He died at Lambeth in June 1374. He succeeded Simon Langham [see 1366] and was succeeded by Simon Sudbury  [see 1375]

SIMON SUDBURY Archbishop of Canterbury [1375-1381] He was born at Sudbury in Suffolk and studied at the University of Paris becoming one of the chaplains of Pope Innocent VI, who sent him, in 1356, on a mission to Edward III of England. In October 1361 the pope appointed him Bishop of London and in May 1375 he succeeded William Whittlesey as archbishop of Canterbury and during the rest of his life was a partisan of John of Gaunt. In July 1377, he crowned Richard II. 

The following year John Wycliffe appeared before him at Lambeth, but he only undertook proceedings against the reformer under great pressure. In January 1380, Sudbury became Lord Chancellor of England. Having released John Ball from his prison at Maidstone, Kentish insurgents attacked and damaged the archbishop's property at Canterbury and Lambeth; then, rushing into the Tower of London, they seized the archbishop himself. They regarded him as one of the principal authors of their woes and so unpopular was Sudbury that guards simply allowed the rebels through the gates. Sudbury was dragged to Tower Hill and  on 14 June 1381 was beheaded. His body was afterwards buried in Canterbury Cathedral, though his head, after being taken down from London Bridge, is still kept at the church of St Gregory at Sudbury in Suffolk, 
WILLIAM COURTNEY Archbishop of Canterbury [1381-1396] He was born about 1342, a younger son of the 10th Earl of Devon. He was educated at Oxford and after graduating in law was chosen chancellor of the university in 1367. He became Bishop of Herford three years later. His time as archbishop of Canterbury which commenced on 30th July 1381 after a period as Bishop of London was during the dotage of Edward III and most of the reign of Richard II who he criticised for his lavish lifestyle. He consistently opposed John of Gaunt’s policies. He proceeded against John Wycliffe and  held a synod called the Earthquake Synod as an earthquake occurred while it was in progress in London on 21st May 1382. Here he also sought to condemn the Lollards and urged bishops to imprison heretics. He opposed the Statute of Provisors and succeeded in slightly modifying the Statute of Praemunire. He died in 1396 

THOMAS ARUNDEL Archbishop of Canterbury [1396-1397, 1399-1414] was a younger son of Richard Fitzalan, 10th Earl of Arundel he was at the instigation of the pope provided with the Bishopric of Ely in August 1373 entirely by reason of his father's status and financial leverage with the Crown during the dotage of Edward III. He happily abandoned his student days at Oxford, from which he gained little pleasure. A hugely wealthy near-sinecure, Ely seems to have captured the young bishop's genuine interest until his brother's political opposition to Richard II's policies both at home and towards France grew into an extremely grave crisis moving towards civil war in 1386-8 where Thomas found himself at the front of the dangerous attempts by five leading temporal lords to purge the king's advisors and control future policy. 

On 3 April 1388, he was elevated to the position of Archbishop of York at a time when Richard II was, in effect, suspended from rule. Given Ely's wealth and ease, this promotion was clearly as much to do with status and consolidating the conspirators' control in the north as with remuneration. Arundel served twice as Lord Chancellor, during the reign of King Richard II, first, entirely against the king's wishes, from 1386 to 1389, and again from 1391 to 1396. Throughout his life Arundel was more trustful than was good for him. On 25 September 1396, he was made Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of All England. The king's nomination seemed to wish him nothing but success. Yet, within a year, he was exiled by the king during Richard's fierce counter-attack against his enemies of ten years earlier, and he was replaced by Roger Walden. He spent his exile in Florence. 

Shortly afterwards he joined up with his fellow-exile Henry Bolingbroke and invaded England and forced Richard to yield the crown to Henry IV. The new regime secured the reversal of several of Richard's acts, including the pope's installation of Walden at Canterbury. Arundel returned to his primacy while Walden surprisingly with the support of Arundel was eventually translated to the important see of London. As the king collapsed into ill-health from 1405, Arundel returned to the front of government. At one point, he even took the sick king into Lambeth Palace itself for care. In 1405-06 he had to deal with the crisis with the papacy provoked by the king's decision to execute Richard Scrope, Archbishop of York who had participated in the Percy rebellion. 
Arundel was a vehement opponent of the Lollards, the followers of John Wycliffe, who in his 1379 treatise had opposed the dogma of Transubstantiation. King Henry IV passed a statute in 1401 which empowered bishops to arrest, imprison, and examine offenders and to hand over to the secular authorities such as had relapsed or refused to recant. The condemned were to be burnt "in an high place" before the people. This act was probably pushed through by the authoritative Arundel. Its passing was immediately followed by the burning of William Sawtrey, a London priest. He had previously recanted but had relapsed, and he now refused to declare his belief in transubstantiation or to recognize the authority of the Church. In 1410, a body of Oxford censors condemned 267 propositions collected out of Wyclif's writings. These different measures seem to have been successful at least as far as the clergy were concerned, and Lollardy came to be more and more a lay movement, often connected with political discontent. Arundel had a stroke which left him unable to speak shortly afterwards. Henry V, who had had uneasy relations with Arundel, installed Henry Chichele in his place. Thomas Arundel died on 19 February 1414. 

ROGER WALDEN Archbishop of Canterbury [1397-1399] Little is known of his early years but he had some connection with the Channel Islands, and resided for some time in Jersey where he was rector of the Parish Church of St Helier from 1371 to 1378. He became archdeacon of Winchester in 1387 however his days were by no means fully occupied with his ecclesiastical duties, and in the same year he was also appointed treasurer of Calais and held about the same time other positions in this neighbourhood. In 1395, after having served Richard II as secretary, Walden became treasurer of England, adding the deanery of York to his numerous other benefices. On 8 November 1397 he was chosen Archbishop of Canterbury in succession to Thomas Arundel who had just been banished from the realm. However he lost this position when the new king, Henry IV, restored Arundel in 1399, and after a short imprisonment he passed into retirement. On 10 December 1405, through Arundel's influence, he was elected Bishop of London, and he died early the following year. He succeeded and was succeeded by Thomas Arundel [see 1396]

ARCHBISHOPS OF THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY


HENRY CHICHELE  Archbishop of Canterbury [1414-1443] He was born the son of a yeoman in Northamptonshire in 1365 and was educated at Winchester and Oxford. In May 1404 Pope Boniface IX provided him to a prebend at Lincoln, notwithstanding he already held prebends at Salisbury, Lichfield, St Martins-le-Grand and Abergwyly, and the living of Brington.  He took part in diplomatic missions to France and to popes Innocent VII and Gregory XII and was a supporter of Henry V’s campaigns in France. Chicheley began a diplomatic career by a mission to the new Roman Pope Innocent VII, who was professing his desire to end the schism in the papacy by resignation, if his French rival at Avignon would do likewise. Next year, on 5 October 1406, he was sent with Sir John Cheyne to Paris to arrange a lasting peace and the marriage of Prince Henry with the French princess Marie, which was frustrated by her becoming a nun at Poissy next year. 

He held the see of St David’s at the Pope’s request from 1408 to his transfer to Canterbury in 1414. Chicheley eventually found time to visit his diocese for the first time and be enthroned at St David’s in May 1411. One of the able lawyer bishops of the Middle Ages upon whom so much of the administration of church and state depended. He had some problems with Pope Martin V regarding the non promotion of papal power in England against the Statute of Provisors. He promoted education founding All Souls College Oxford in 1438. He died in 1443

Immediately after the death of Archbishop Arundel in 1414 he was nominated by the King Henry V to the archbishopric. He was elected on 4 March, translated by papal bull on 28 April, and received the pallium without going to Rome for it on 24 July. He was of course a persecutor of heretics as all who held this position in this ear had to be. In July 1416 Chicheley directed a half-yearly inquisition by archdeacons to hunt out heretics. On 12th February 1420 proceedings were begun before him against William Taylor a priest, who had been for fourteen years excommunicated for heresy, and was now degraded and burnt for saying that prayers ought not to be addressed to saints, but only to God. Further persecutions of a whole batch of Lollards took place in 1428.  Chichele, by appointing a jubilee to be held at Canterbury in 1420, after the manner of the Jubilee ordained by the Popes, caused stress with Pope Martin V  as it threatened to divert the profits from pilgrims from Rome to Canterbury. 
A ferocious letter from the pope to the papal nuncios, on 19 March 1423, denounced the proceeding as calculated to ensnare simple souls and extort, from them a profane reward, thereby setting up themselves against the apostolic see and the Roman pontiff, to whom alone so great a faculty has been granted by God Henry died on 12 April 1443. His elaborate and colourful tomb, built many years before his death, depicts his naked corpse on the lower level, whilst on the upper level he is depicted resplendent in his vesture and apparently peaceful slumber. 

JOHN STAFFORD  Archbishop of Canterbury [1443-1452] John was the son of the Earl of Stafford. He studied law at Oxford and was patronised by Henry Chichele, Archbishop of Canterbury. Henry V appointed him Dean of the Court of Arches, Archdeacon and Chancellor of Salisbury, Dean of St. Martin's (London), Dean of Wells, Keeper of the Privy Seal and Lord High Treasurer. In 1425, Pope Martin V made him Bishop of Bath and Wells and, for seventeen years, held the office of Lord Chancellor. His political influence was employed on the side of those who desired to promote peace with France. Archbishop Chichele recommended John Stafford to Pope Eugenius IV as his successor on the grounds of "his high intellectual and moral qualifications, the nobility of his birth, the influence of his relations and his own almost boundless hospitality". Stafford was accordingly translated to Canterbury in 1443. He died at the Archbishops Palace at Maidstone in 1452. 

JOHN KEMPE  Archbishop of Canterbury [1452-1454] He was son of Thomas Kempe, a gentleman of Wye near Ashford, Kent. He was born about 1380 and educated at Merton College, Oxford. He practised as an ecclesiastical lawyer, was an assessor at the trial of Oldcastle, and in 1415 was made dean of the Court of Arches but did not do a good job as dean. He then passed into the royal service, and being employed in the administration of Normandy was eventually made chancellor of the duchy. In 1418 he was made Keeper of the Privy Seal which he retained until 1421. 

Early in 1419 he was elected bishop of Rochester and two years later translated to Chichester and in November following to London. During the minority of Henry VI Kempe had a prominent position in the English council as a supporter of Henry Beaufort whom he succeeded as chancellor in March of 1426. In this same year on 20 July he was promoted to the Archbishop of York. Kempe held office as chancellor for six years and retaining his place in the council was employed on important missions, especially at the congress of Arras in 1435, and the conference at Calais in 1438. 

In December 1439 he was created a cardinal priest. In spite of his age and infirmity he showed some vigour in dealing with Jack Cade's rebellion, and by his official experience and skill did what he could for four years to sustain the king's authority. He was rewarded by his translation to Canterbury in July of 1452, when Pope Nicholas added as a special honour the title of cardinal-bishop of Santa Rufina. However as Richard of York gained influence Kempe became unpopular with men calling him "the cursed cardinal," and his fall seemed imminent when he died suddenly on 22 March 1454. Kempe was a politician first, and hardly a bishop at all and he was accused with some justice of neglecting his dioceses, especially at York. Still he was a capable official, and a faithful servant to Henry VI, who called him "one of the wisest lords of the land". 

THOMAS BOUCHIER  Archbishop of Canterbury [1454-1486] He became Lord Chancellor of England in March 1455 and his short term of office in this position coincided with the start of the Wars of the Roses. At first he was not a strong partisan, although he lost his position as chancellor when Richard, Duke of York, was deprived of power in October of 1456. Afterwards, in 1458, he helped to reconcile the contending parties, but when the war was renewed in 1459 he appears as a decided Yorkist. He crowned Edward IV in June of 1461, and four years later he performed a similar service for the queen, Elizabeth Woodville. In 1457 
Bourchier took the chief part in the trial of Reginald Pecock, Bishop of Chichester, for heresy for stating that the church was not infallible. In 1473 he was created a cardinal after some delay as this honour had been sought for him by Edward IV in 1465. After the death of Edward IV in 1483 Bourchier persuaded the queen to allow her younger son, Richard, Duke of York, to share his brother's residence in the Tower of London; and although he had sworn to be faithful to Edward V before his father's death, he crowned Richard III in July 1483. He was, however, in no way implicated in the murder of the young princes, and he was probably a participant in the conspiracies against Richard. The third English king crowned by Bourchier was Henry VII, whom he also married to Elizabeth of York in January of 1486 which saw the War of the Roses come to an end. The archbishop died a couple of months later on 30 March 1486 

JOHN MORTON  Archbishop of Canterbury [1486-1500]  Born in Dorset, he was educated at Balliol College, Oxford. In February of 1477, he was sent by the Yorkist King Edward IV, together with Sir John Donne, as ambassador to the French court. Edward appointed him Bishop of Ely in 1479. After the death of Richard III in 1485 Henry VII who was the first in the Tudor line ascended the throne. The following year Henry made John Morton Archbishop of Canterbury and in 1487 Lord Chancellor of England. In 1493 he was appointed Cardinal by Pope Alexander VI. He built the "Old Palace" of Hatfield House where Queen Elizabeth I of England spent much of her girlhood. 

As Lord Chancellor, Morton was tasked with restoring the royal estate, depleted by Edward IV; by the end of Henry VII's reign. A combination of the King’s frugality and Morton's tax policy duly replenished the treasury. Morton gave a statement later known as 'Morton's Fork', for the fact that no one was exempt from its two distinctions: "If the subject is seen to live frugally, tell him because he is clearly a money saver of great ability he can afford to give generously to the King. If, however, the subject lives a life of great extravagance, tell him he, too, can afford to give largely, the proof of his opulence being evident in his expenditure". He died at Knole House, Kent, on 15 September 1500. The young Thomas More served as a page in Morton's house with Morton his mentor . More mentions Morton in his work “Utopia”. 
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY


THOMAS LANGTON  Archbishop of Canterbury [1501] He was chaplain to King Edward IV. In 1483, Thomas was chosen Bishop of St David's and two years later transferred to Salisbury and made provost of Queen's College, Oxford. He became Bishop of Winchester on 13 March 1493. In 1501, he was elected Archbishop of Canterbury, but he died on 27 January 1501 before his election had been confirmed. 
HENRY DEANE  Archbishop of Canterbury [1501-1503]  In 1457, he appears first in historical records as a Canon of Llanthony by Gloucester and subsequently is recorded as having rented rooms from Exeter College, Oxford, from which it has been assumed that he was a student at the University. He was admitted to the society of Lincoln's Inn in 1489, indicating a knowledge of common law. In 1494 he was appointed Lord Chancellor of Ireland in which capacity he made the opening address at the Drogheda Parliament of December 1494. When his superior was recalled in January 1496, Deane was appointed his Deputy Governor but sour relations with the local clergy led to his removal in August of the same year. He rose from the Bishop of Bangor in North Wales to Salisbury confirmed by the Pope in 1500
After the death of Thomas Langton he was elected as the first monastic to be elevated to the see of Canterbury in 135 years. As Archbishop, his main contribution was the negotiation of the Treaty of Perpetual Peace which was signed in January 1502 between England and Scotland, which also arranged the marriage of Margaret Tudor, the daughter of Henry VII to James IV of Scotland. He also officiated at the wedding of Arthur, Prince of Wales and Catherine of Aragon, assisted by 19 bishops, on 14 November 1501. Deane died on 15 February 1503. He succeeded  Thomas Langton [see below] and was succeeded by William Warham [see 1503]

WILLIAM WARHAM  Archbishop of Canterbury [1503-1532] He belonged to a Hampshire family, and was educated at Winchester and New College, Oxford, afterwards practising and teaching law both in London and Oxford. Later he took holy orders. Henry VII found him a useful and clever diplomatist. He helped to arrange the marriage between Henry's son, Arthur, Prince of Wales, and Catherine of Aragon and he was partly responsible for several commercial and other treaties with Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor. In 1502 Warham was consecrated Bishop of London and became Keeper of the Great Seal, but his tenure of both these offices was short, as in 1504 he became Lord Chancellor and Archbishop of Canterbury. 
In 1509 the Archbishop married and then crowned Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon. As archbishop he seems to have been somewhat arbitrary - for example, his actions led to a serious quarrel with Foxe (by then Bishop of Winchester) and others in 1512. This led to his gradually withdrawing into the background after the coronation, resigning the office of Lord Chancellor in 1515, and was succeeded by Wolsey, whom he had consecrated as bishop of Lincoln in the previous year. This resignation was possibly due to his dislike of Henry's foreign policy.

He was present at the “Field of the Cloth of Gold” in 1520, and assisted Wolsey as assessor during the secret inquiry into the validity of Henry's marriage with Catherine in 1527. Throughout the divorce proceedings Warham's position was essentially that of an old and weary man. He was named as one of the counsellors to assist the queen, but, fearing to incur the king's displeasure he gave her very little help other than signing the letter to Clement VII, which urged the pope to assent to Henry's wish. Afterwards it was proposed that the archbishop himself should try the case, but this suggestion came to nothing. He presided over the Convocation of 1531 when the clergy of the province of Canterbury voted £100,000 to the king and accepted Henry as supreme head of the church with the face-saving clause "so far as the law of Christ allows." 

In his concluding years, however, the archbishop showed rather more independence. In February 1532, he protested against all acts concerning the church passed by the parliament that met in 1529, but this did not prevent the important proceedings which secured the complete submission of the church to the state later in the same year. Against this further compliance with Henry's wishes, Warham drew up a protest; he likened the action of Henry VIII to that of Henry II and urged Magna Carta in defence of the liberties of the church. He attempted in vain to strike a compromise during the Submission of the Clergy. He succeeded Henry Deane [see 1501] and was succeeded by Thomas Cranmer [see 1533]

THOMAS CRANMER  Archbishop of Canterbury [1533-1555] Thomas Cranmer was born in Nottinghamshire in 1489. He was educated at Cambridge from the age of fourteen and, in 1530, became Archdeacon of Taunton. He was influenced by Lutheran and Humanist opinions and became strongly anti papal. In 1529 Henry VIII commissioned him as ambassador to Europe and while there married Margaret niece of Lutheran reformer Osiander. The course which he recommended in regard to the divorce of Queen Catherine brought him into favour with King Henry VIII and, in 1533, he was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury. On the death of Warham he was made Archbishop of Canterbury. He supported Thomas Cromwell in securing an official English translation of the Bible for which he wrote a preface. In the last years of Henry’s reign and under his protection Cranmer began the task of changes to the liturgy producing in 1544 the first English service. He was involved with the plot to make Lady Jane Queen only after strong persuasion from the dying Edward VI. On the accession of Mary he was condemned to death on the charge of treason and was forced to watch the burning of Latimer and Ridley. He signed a number of recantations but on the eve of his death he refuted them and was burnt at the stake on 21st March 1556. 

REGINALD POLE  Archbishop of Canterbury [1556-1558] Reginald Pole was the son of Sir Richard Pole and Princess Margaret, Countess of Sailsbury, niece of both Edward IV and Richard III. He was born in Staffordshire in 1500 and educated at the house of the Carmelite Friars in Oxford. He matriculated it Magdalen College and became Dean of Wimborne Minster and, afterwards, Dean of Exeter. He studied in Italy and France and, as he was known to be opposed to the King's divorce and to his anti-papal policy. Due to these views he thought it wiser to remain abroad. In 1536, he was summoned to Rome by Pope Paul III, who insisted that he should take Deacon's Orders and be made a Cardinal. In the following year, he was appointed papal Legate. He was present at the opening of the Council of Trent and he was employed by the Pope in missions to the King of France and other princes with the view of forcibly restoring the Papal authority in England but this ended in failure. The accession of Queen Mary, in 1553, changed the aspect of affairs however. Pole returned to England and became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1556. His mentor Paul III had died in 1549 and Paul IV regarded him with dislike and suspicion. Having plunged into a war with Spain Paul IV withdrew his Legates from all parts of Philip's dominions and, though Pole desired to remain neutral he found himself suspected of heresy and deprived of his status of legate. Pole died very shortly after Queen Mary and therefore did not see the final overthrow of Papal dominion in England. 

MATTHEW PARKER  Archbishop of Canterbury [1559-1575]  Matthew Parker was born in Norwich, in 1504, and educated at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. He was ordained in 1527 and was appointed Dean of the College of St. John the Baptist at Stoke-by-Clare and Chaplain to Anne Boleyn and to the King. In 1544, he was elected Master of his College at Cambridge and Vice-Chancellor of the University; and, upon the accession of Queen Elizabeth, he took part in the revision of the Prayer Book. He was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury in Lambeth Palace Chapel in 1559. Parker possessed all the qualifications Queen Elizabeth expected from an archbishop except celibacy. He mistrusted popular enthusiasm, and he wrote in horror of the idea that "the people" should be the reformers of the Church. He was not an inspiring leader, and no dogma, no prayer-book, not even a tract or a hymn is associated with his name. 
He was a disciplinarian, a scholar, a modest and moderate man of genuine piety and irreproachable morals. The Anglican Church owes much to Matthew Parker for guiding it through a time of great difficulty with the Papacy on one side and the Puritans on the other. His was studious and bequeathed a magnificent collection of books to his College. Under his authority the "Bishop's Bible" was published. He was the author of a number of works, chiefly on the history and the government of the Anglican Church. He died in 1575. 
EDMUND GRINDAL  Archbishop of Canterbury [1575-1583] He was the son of a farmer from Cumberland. His education started with the monks at St Bees Priory, which probably influenced his later career in the church. He was educated at Cambridge and through his association with Nicholas Ridley, who had been master of Pembroke Hall became a chaplain to Ridley when he became Bishop of London. He was soon promoted to be one of King Edward VI's chaplains and in October 1552 was one of six to whom the Forty-two articles were submitted for examination before being sanctioned by the Privy Council. According to John Knox, Grindal distinguished himself from most of the court preachers in 1553 by denouncing the worldliness of courtiers and foretelling the evils that would follow the king's death. For this reason, Grindal was not made a bishop. On the accession of Queen Mary I, he made his way to Strasbourg and Frankfurt. 
He returned to England in January 1559, after Elizabeth I had come to the throne and was appointed to the committee to revise the liturgy, and was one of the Protestant representatives at the Westminster conference. In July he was also elected Bishop of London in succession to Edmund Bonner. Grindal lacked that firm faith in the supreme importance of uniformity and autocracy which enabled his successor John Whitgift to persecute nonconformists whose theology was identical to his own. In 1570 Grindal became Archbishop of York, where Puritans were few and coercion would be required mainly for Roman Catholics. In his first letter he told that he had not been well received, that the gentry were not "well-affected to godly religion and among the common people many superstitious practices remained." 
He was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury on 26th July 1575 but there is no actual evidence that Grindal ever visited Canterbury, not even for his consecration. He attempted a reform of the ecclesiastical courts, but his activity was cut short by a disagreement with the queen. Elizabeth wanted Grindal to suppress meetings for discussion which had come into vogue among the Puritan clergy, and she even wanted him to discourage preaching. He remonstrated, claiming some voice for the Church, and in June 1577 was suspended from his jurisdictional, though not his spiritual, functions for disobedience. He stood firm, and in January 1578 the civil powers were informed that the queen wished to have the archbishop deprived. She was dissuaded from this extreme course, but Grindal's suspension was continued in spite of a petition from Convocation in 1581 for his reinstatement. Elizabeth then suggested that he should resign; he declined to do so, and after apologising to the queen he was reinstated towards the end of 1582. But his health was deteriorating and he died while making preparations for his resignation. 

JOHN WHITGIFT Archbishop of Canterbury [1583-1604] Son of Lincolnshire merchant his early education was through his uncle the abbot of Wellow monastery. At Cambridge he quickly rose to prominence as regius professor of divinity and master of Pembroke. Noted for his hospitality, he was somewhat ostentatious in his habits, sometimes visiting Canterbury and other towns attended by a retinue of 800 horsemen. Whitgift's theological views were often controversial. An aunt with whom he once lodged wrote later that “though she thought at first she had received a saint into her house, she now perceived he was a devil”. On 24 March 1577, Whitgift was appointed Bishop of Worcester, and during the absence of Sir Henry Sidney in Ireland in that year he acted as vice-president of Wales. In August 1583 he was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury to replace Edmund Grindal, who had been placed under house arrest after his disagreement with the Queen and died in office. Whitgift placed his stamp on the church of the Reformation, and shared Elizabeth's hatred of Puritans. Although he wrote to Queen Elizabeth arguing against the alienation of church property, Whitgift always retained her special confidence. In his policy against the Puritans, and in his vigorous enforcement of the subscription test, he thoroughly carried out the queen's policy of religious uniformity. He drew up articles aimed at nonconforming ministers, and obtained increased powers for the Court of High Commission. In 1586 he became a privy councillor. His action gave rise to the Martin Marprelate tracts, in which the bishops and clergy were strongly opposed. Through Whitgift's vigilance the printers of the tracts were discovered and punished; and in order to prevent the publication of such opinions he got a law passed in 1593 making Puritanism an offence against the statute law. In 1595, in conjunction with the Bishop of London and other prelates, he drew up the Calvinistic instrument known as the Lambeth Articles, which were not accepted by the church. 
Whitgift attended Elizabeth on her deathbed, and crowned James I. He was present at the Hampton Court Conference in January 1604, in which he represented 8 bishops. He died at Lambeth the following February. He succeeded Edmund Grindal [see 1575] and was succeeded by Richard Bancroft [see 1604]

ARCHBISHOPS OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

RICHARD BANCROFT  Archbishop of Canterbury [1604‑1610], Bancroft was born in Lancashire and educated at Cambridge graduating with a doctorate in divinity in 1580. He was named chaplain to Richard Cox Bishop of Ely and by a number of steps became Bishop of London in 1597 where due to the poor state of health of John Whitgift he almost acted as the Primate. He had to deal with the Maprelate Tracts in 1588]. He attended the Hampton Court Conference and almost wrecked it by sternly attacking the Puritans and Presbyterians and spoke so strongly about the divine right of bishops that one of the queen’s councillors held it to amount to a threat against the supremacy of the crown. He also promoted the reestablishment of the Episcopal Church in Scotland. Lord Clarendon, writing in his praise, expressed the opinion that "if Bancroft had lived, he would quickly have extinguished all that fire in England which had been kindled at Geneva." He was responsible for overseeing the Authorised Version of the Bible although he died before its publication. 
GEORGE ABBOT [1562‑1633] Archbishop of Canterbury [1611‑1633]. Born in Guildford he was the recognised leader of the English Calvinists and showed pronounced Puritan sympathies. He was educated before entering Balliol College, Oxford. He gained a great reputation at Oxford as an advocate of the views held by the more moderate Puritans and was elected Master of University College, Dean of Winchester and Vice-Chancellor of the University. He played a leading part in the translation of the Authorised Version. In 1609 he was appointed Bishop of Coventry and a few months later moved to the see of London before becoming Archbishop of Canterbury in 1611.  Abbot was temporarily under a cloud when in 1622 he accidentally shot a gamekeeper while hunting but the King was responsible for exonerating him from blame. 

Abbot was a man of strong principles, but narrow outlook. He could act with great firmness when he felt conscientiously obliged to follow a difficult course yet he was strangely unwilling to allow for other's liberty of conscience and he sought to suppress opinions which he disliked by measures of excessive harshness. He addressed some separatists, who were brought before him "You do show yourselves the most ungrateful to God, to the King and to us, the fathers of the Church." Abbot found little favour in the eyes of King Charles I and his advisers. A feud had existed between Abbot and Laud, who was a High Churchman and was to be his successor, from early days. In 1627, he was suspended from his duties for more than a year. Despite his rather severe personality he showed generosity in the relief of individual cases of distress especially to the hospital which he had built at Guildford. He died in 1633. 

WILLIAM LAUD  Archbishop of Canterbury [1633-1645]  He was the son of a cloth merchant from Reading.  He was educated at Reading School and, through a White Scholarship, St John's College, Oxford. Laud was ordained on 5 April 1601 and his Arminian, High Church tendencies and antipathy to Puritanism, combined with his intellectual and organisational brilliance, soon gained him a reputation. At that time the Calvinist party was strong in the Church of England and Laud's affirmation of apostolic succession was unpopular in many quarters. Laud continued to rise through the ranks of the clergy, becoming Bishop of St David's in 1621 and eventually Archbishop of Canterbury in 1633 with his translation from the see of London. Laud was known to be sensitive about his diminutive stature and was subject to the famous pun "give great praise to the Lord, and little laud to the devil" which was a warning to King Charles attributed to the official court jester Archie Armstrong.  
Laud's high church policy was seen as a sinister development in relation to the Puritans and a year after Laud's appointment as Archbishop of Canterbury, the ship Griffin left for America, carrying religious dissidents such as Anne Hutchinson, the Reverend John Lothropp and the Reverend Zechariah Symmes. Laud's policy was influenced by his desire to impose total uniformity on the Church of England. This was also driven by a sincere belief that this was the duty of his office but, to those of even slightly differing views, it came as persecution. Perhaps this had the unintended consequence of garnering support for the most implacable opponents of the Anglican compromise. In 1637, William Prynne, John Bastwick and Henry Burton were convicted of seditious libel and had their ears cropped and their cheeks branded. 
Prynne reinterpreted the "SL" ("Seditious Libeller") branded on his forehead as "Stigmata Laudis". The Long Parliament of 1640 accused him of treason and he was imprisoned in the Tower of London, where he remained throughout the early stages of the English Civil War. In the spring of 1644 he was brought to trial which, however, ended without a verdict. The parliament took up the issue and eventually passed a bill of attainder under which he was beheaded on 10 January, 1645 on Tower Hill even though he had been granted a royal pardon. 
WILLIAM JUXON Archbishop of Canterbury [1660-1663]  Born in Chichester he was educated by scholarship at Oxford where he studied law and was ordained and in 1609 became vicar of St Giles, Oxford, where he stayed until he became rector of Somerton, Oxfordshire, in 1615. Juxon soon obtained other important positions, including that of chaplain-in-ordinary to King Charles I. In 1632 he was nominated to as Bishop of Hereford however, he never took up duties at Hereford, as in October 1633 he was consecrated Bishop of London in succession to Laud. Three years later Charles I entrusted Juxon with important secular duties by making him Lord High Treasurer of England as well as First Lord of the Admiralty. For the next five years he had to deal with many financial and other difficulties. He resigned as Treasurer in May 1641. During the Civil War, the bishop, against whom no charges were brought in parliament, lived undisturbed at Fulham Palace. His advice was often sought by the king, who had a very high opinion of him. Charles I selected Juxon to be with him on the scaffold and to offer him the last rites before his execution. Juxon was deprived of his bishopric in 1649 and retired to Little Compton in Gloucestershire, where he had bought an estate. He became famous as the owner of a pack of hounds. At the restoration King Charles II he became Archbishop of Canterbury and in his official capacity he took part in the new king's coronation, but his health soon began to fail and he died at Lambeth. 

GILBERT SHELDON Archbishop of Canterbury [1663-1677]  He was born in Staffordshire He was educated at Oxford and ordained in 1622 and subsequently held a number of educational and ecclesiastic positions. Here he made the acquaintance of William Laud, and corresponded with him on college business, university politics, and on the conversion of William Chillingworth During the years 1632-1639 he received numerous livings. He was also friendly with the Royalist leaders, and participated in the negotiations for the Uxbridge treaty of 1645. During this period he became with Henry Hammond one of the churchmen closest to the king, and attended him in Oxford, later in Newmarket, Suffolk and finally in the Isle of Wight. When the parliamentarians occupied Oxford in 1646 he resisted them but was finally and physically ejected from All Souls in early 1648. Taken into custody, he was to have been imprisoned in Wallingford Castle but the commander was unwilling to have them. He was therefore freed, with restrictions on his movements, later that year. He lived quietly for a dozen years in the Midlands during the Commonwealth period and was active in fundraising for the poor clergy and for Charles II in exile. 
In 1660 he became Bishop of London. Since William Juxon was aged and infirm, Sheldon in practical terms exercised many of the powers of the archbishopric in the period to 1663. The Savoy Conference of 1661 was held at his lodgings. He hardly participated, but was understood to be pulling strings in terms of the outcome. He was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury in 1663. He was greatly interested in the welfare of the University of Oxford, of which he became Chancellor in 1667. Sheldon accepted a lot of purely secular work, acting as arbiter on petitions presented through him, and taking up investigations passed on by the king, especially in connection with the navy. Sheldon in his later years lost political influence and did not endear himself to the King by making Charles's philandering a matter of criticism. 
WILLIAM SANCROFT Archbishop of Canterbury [1678-1690] was a native of Suffolk who was educated at Cambridge working at the university until being ejected due to his resistance to the Commonwealth. He then remained abroad till the Restoration, after which he was chosen one of the university preachers, and in 1663 was nominated as Dean of York. He became Dean of St Paul's in 1664, greatly assisting with the rebuilding after the Great Fire of London towards which he contributed £1400. In 1668 he was elected archdeacon of Canterbury upon the king's presentation, but he resigned the post two years later. In 1677 he was unexpectedly advanced to the archbishopric of Canterbury. He attended Charles II upon his deathbed and crowned King James II in 1685. Sancroft wrote with his own hand the petition presented in 1687 against the reading of the Declaration of Indulgence, which was signed by himself and six of his bishops who were collectively known as the Seven Bishops. For this they were all committed to the Tower of London, but were acquitted. 

After the withdrawal of James II he agreed with the Lords in a declaration to the Prince of Orange for a free parliament, and acceptance of the Protestant dissenters but when William and Mary were declared king and queen, he refused to take the oath to them, and was accordingly suspended and deprived from the See of Canterbury in 1690. From 5 August 1691 till his death two years later, he lived a very retired life in his home village. 
JOHN TILLOTSON Archbishop of Canterbury [1691-1694] He was the son of a Puritan clothier from Yorkshire and was educated at Cambridge. Inn 1656 he became tutor to the son of Edmund Prideaux, attorney-general to Oliver Cromwell. Tillotson was present at the Savoy Conference in 1661, and remained identified with the Presbyterians until the passing of the Act of Uniformity 1662. Shortly afterwards he became curate of Cheshunt, Herts, and in June 1663, rector of Kedington in Suffolk. He now devoted himself to an exact study of biblical and patristic writers, especially Basil and Chrysostom. The result of this reading, and of the influence of John Wilkins, Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, was seen in the general tone of his preaching, which was practical rather than theological, concerned with issues of personal morality instead of theoretical doctrine. This plain style of preaching was typical of the late 17th century, when the integration of reason into Protestant theology came to be seen as one of its finest attributes against Roman Catholicism. He was a man of the world as well as a minister and in his sermons he exhibited a way of speaking which enabled him grasp the attention of his audience. In 1664 he became preacher at Lincoln's Inn. The same year he married Elizabeth French, a niece of Oliver Cromwell. In 1672 he became dean of Canterbury. In 1684, he wrote a “Discourse against Transubstantiation”. Through his friendship with Princess Anne she followed his advice in regard to the settlement of the crown on William of Orange with whom he also possessed the special confidence and was made clerk of the closet to the king in March 1689. It was chiefly through his advice that the king appointed an ecclesiastical commission for the reconciliation of the Dissenters. In August of this year he was appointed by the chapter of his cathedral to exercise the authority of the see of Canterbury during the suspension of its Archbishop William Sancroft. Soon afterwards he was elected to succeed Sancroft; but accepted the promotion with extreme reluctance, and it was deferred from time to time, at his request, until April 1691. His attempts to reform certain abuses of the Church, especially that of clerical non-residence, awakened much ill-will, and of this the Jacobites, who were supporters of the Stuarts, took advantage, pursuing him to the end of his life with insult and reproach. He died on 22 November 1694. 
THOMAS TENISON Archbishop of Canterbury [1694-1715] He was in Cambridgeshire and received a scholarship to Cambridge where he initially studied medicine but in 1659 was privately ordained. As vicar of St Andrew-the-Great, Cambridge, he set an example by his devoted attention to the sufferers from the plague. In 1680 he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity, and was presented by King Charles II to the important London church of St Martin's-in-the-Fields. He was a strenuous opponent of the Church of Rome and preached vigorously against it. Under King William III, Tenison was in 1689 named a member of the ecclesiastical commission appointed to prepare matters towards a reconciliation of the Dissenters. He preached a funeral sermon for Nell Gwyn in 1687, in which he represented her as truly penitent, a charitable judgment that did not meet with universal approval. The general relaxed attitude of Tenison's religious views won him royal favour, and, after being made Bishop of Lincoln in 1691, he was promoted to Archbishop of Canterbury in December 1694. He attended Queen Mary during her last illness and preached her funeral sermon in Westminster Abbey. When William in 1695 went to take command of the army in the Netherlands, Tenison was appointed one of the seven lords justices to whom his authority was delegated. Along with Burnet he attended the king on his deathbed. He crowned Queen Anne, but during her reign was in less favour at court. He was a commissioner for the Union with Scotland in 1706. A strong supporter of the Hanoverian succession, he was one of three officers of state to whom, on the death of Anne, was entrusted the duty of appointing a regent till the arrival of George I, whom he crowned on 31 October 1714. Tenison died in London a year later. 
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

WILLIAM WAKE Archbishop of Canterbury [1715-1737]  Wake was born in Dorset he was educated at Christ Church, Oxford. Having been ordained Wake went to Paris  in 1682 as chaplain to the ambassador Richard Graham, Viscount Preston. Here he became acquainted with many of the Paris elite and became very interested in French clerical affairs. 
He also collated some Paris manuscripts of the Greek New Testament for John Fell, bishop of Oxford. He returned to England in 1685. Three years later he became preacher at and eventually became Dean of Exeter, In 1705 he was consecrated bishop of Lincoln and  was translated to the see of Canterbury in 1715 on the death of Thomas Tenison. 

During 1718 he negotiated with leading French churchmen about a projected union of the French and English churches to resist the claims of Rome. In dealing with nonconformity he was tolerant, and even advocated a revision of the Prayer Book if that would allay the scruples of dissenters. His writings are numerous, the chief being his State of the Church and Clergy of England which was a massive defence of Anglican Orders. 

JOHN POTTER Archbishop of Canterbury [1737-1747 ] He was the son of a linen-draper at Wakefield, Yorkshire. At the age of fourteen he entered University College, Oxford and in 1694 he was elected fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford. Besides holding several livings he became, in 1704, chaplain to Archbishop Tenison, and shortly afterwards was made chaplain-in-ordinary to Queen Anne. From 1708 he was Regius Professor of Divinity and canon of Christ Church, Oxford; and from 1715 he was Bishop of Oxford. He took a prominent part in the controversy with Benjamin Hoadly, Bishop of Bangor as even though Potter was a notable Whig, he was a High Churchman and had opposed Hoadly. In January 1737 Potter was unexpectedly appointed to succeed William Wake in the see of Canterbury. While in that seat, he continued to represent a High Church position, but he was also ineffective at restoring the Convocation. He died on 10 October 1747. 
THOMAS HERRING Archbishop of Canterbury [1747-1757] He was educated at Jesus College, Cambridge where he was a contemporary of Matthew Hutton, who succeeded him in turn in each of his dioceses. He was a fellow at Corpus Christi College from 1716 to 1723. Herring became a close friend of Philip Yorke, the Solicitor General, who would later, as Lord Hardwicke, serve for many years as Lord Chancellor, and as such, was able to advance quickly. In 1728 he became Doctor of Divinity and a chaplain to George II. In 1737 he was appointed Bishop of Bangor and six years later he became Archbishop of York. 
On 23 September 1745, during the Jacobite rising, Herring gave a rousing sermon which it is said captured the patriotic imagination as nothing previously had accusing the rising of the rebellion to be a threat posed by France and to bring back the Catholic faith with its oppression to England. He contrasted this with the benign rule of George II who he claimed had given a situation where they were “now bless'd with the mild Administration of a Just and Protestant King, who is of so strict an Adherence to the Laws of our Country, that not an Instance can be pointed out, during his whole reign, wherein he made the least Attempt upon the Liberty, or Property, or Religion, of a single Person. In contrast he said that “the Ambition and Pride of France and Spain, is to dictate to us, we must submit to a Man to govern us under their hated and accursed Influence, who brings his Religion from Rome, and Rules and Maxims of his Government from Paris and Madrid. When Lord Hardwicke, the Lord Chancellor, repeated the speech's contents to King George II, the King ordered that the speech be printed in the Gazette. 
Herring organised Yorkshire into resistance against the Jacobites by raising volunteers and money. Herring's behaviour during the rebellion had demonstrated that he was "a resolute Whig, a brave Briton, and a commanding prelate". He was also deeply suspicious of France as a Roman Catholic nation and a threat to the British nation. In 1747 he was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury. There he generally followed the lead of his friend the Lord Chancellor, and frequently came into disputes with the Duke of Newcastle, the Secretary of State. Herring, like his immediate predecessor, had taken a generally Hanoverian side through the Bangorian controversy and stood against the convocation. 

MATTHEW HUTTON Archbishop of Canterbury [1757-1758] Matthew Hutton was a high churchman who served as Archbishop of York (1747–1757) and Archbishop of Canterbury (1757 to 1758). He was a direct descendant of Matthew Hutton, who served as Archbishop of York in the 17th century. Hutton was born near Richmond in Yorkshire, and was educated at Jesus College, Cambridge, graduating in 1713. He was a fellow of Christ's College, Cambridge, from 1717 to 1727, and became a Doctor of Divinity in 1728. He became a royal chaplain to George II in 1736. While he became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1757 he died the next year without having ever lived in Lambeth Palace. 
THOMAS SECKER Archbishop of Canterbury [1758-1768] He was a native of Nottinghamshire and at Richard Brown’s Free School at Chesterfield attained a competency in Greek and Latin. Brown congratulated Secker for his successful studies by remarking, ‘If thou wouldst but come over to the Church, I am sure thou wouldst be a bishop’. In London he met Isaac Watts, who encouraged Secker to attend Samuel Jones's dissenting academy at Gloucester, at that time functioning in the house of Joseph Wintle, a distiller. Under Jones, Secker significantly increased his ability at languages, supplementing his understanding of Greek and Latin with studies in Hebrew, Chaldee, and Syriac. Jones's course was also famous for his systems of Jewish antiquities and logic; maths was similarly studied to a higher than usual level.
Also at Jones's academy at the same time as Secker were the later Church of England bishops Joseph Butler, Isaac Maddox, and John Bowes and other leading Christians included the future dissenting leaders Samuel Chandler, Jeremiah Jones, and Vavasour Griffiths. In 1713, Jones moved his academy to larger premises in Tewkesbury, partly financed by £200 from Secker. He studied medicine in London, Paris and Leiden, receiving his MD degree at Leiden in 1721. Having decided to take orders he graduated, by special letters from the chancellor, at Exeter College, Oxford, and was ordained in 1722 and after a number of parishes he became bishop of Bristol in 1735. About this time George II commissioned him to arrange a reconciliation between the prince of Wales and himself, but the attempt was unsuccessful. In 1737 he was translated to Oxford and eventually in 1758 was raised to the see of Canterbury. His support of an American episcopate raised considerable opposition in England and America. His principal work was “Lectures on the Catechism of the Church of England” 
FREDERICK CORNWALLIS  Archbishop of Canterbury [1768-1783] He was born in London, the seventh son of Charles Cornwallis, 4th Baron Cornwallis. He was educated at Eton College and graduated from Christ's College, Cambridge. He was ordained a priest in 1742, and became a Doctor of Divinity in 1748. Cornwallis was able to ascend quickly in the Church thanks to his aristocratic connections, and in 1746 was made chaplain to King George II and a canon of Windsor. In 1750 he became a canon at St Paul's Cathedral, and later that same year became Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry thanks to the patronage of the Duke of Newcastle, then Secretary of State. On the death of Thomas Secker in 1768, his friendship with the then prime minister, the Duke of Grafton, resulted in his appointment as Archbishop of Canterbury. As archbishop, his social skills and good humour made him popular. He was a consistent supporter of the administration of Lord North, and led efforts in support of dispossessed Anglican clergy in the American colonies during the American Revolution. On the whole, Cornwallis has generally been judged as a competent administrator, but an uninspiring leader of the eighteenth century church whose lack of zeal paved the way for the differing responses of both the Evangelicals and the Oxford Movement in the early 19th century. His nephew was Charles Cornwallis, 1st Marquis Cornwallis who was a British general during the American Revolution and later became Governor-General of India. 
JOHN MOORE Archbishop of Canterbury [1783-1805] He was the son of a butcher from Gloucester and was educated at Pembroke College, Oxford. Patronage from the third duke of Marlborough gained him a position at Durham Cathedral in 1761 and held a number of other positions including Bishop of Bangor [1774-1783] before taking up his appointment of Archbishop of Canterbury which he held until his death in 1805. 
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

CHARLES MANNERS SUTTON Archbishop of Canterbury [1805-1828]  He was educated at Charterhouse and Cambridge. He married at age 23, and probably eloped with, his cousin Mary Thoroton. In 1785, Manners-Sutton was appointed to the family living at Averham with Kelham, in Nottinghamshire, and in 1791, became dean of Peterborough. He was consecrated bishop of Norwich in 1792 and in 1805 he was chosen to succeed John Moore as Archbishop of Canterbury. During his primacy the old archiepiscopal palace at Croydon was sold and the country palace of Addington bought with the proceeds. He presided over the first meeting which issued in the foundation of the National Society, and subsequently lent the scheme his strong support. He also exerted himself to promote the establishment of the Indian episcopate. As archbishop of Canterbury, Manners-Sutton appointed his cousin Evelyn Levett Sutton as one of six preachers of Canterbury Cathedral in 1811. 

His only published works are two sermons, one preached before the Lords in London in 1794, the other before the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel three years later  His son Charles Manners-Sutton served as Speaker of the House of Commons and was created Viscount Canterbury in 1835. 
WILLIAM HOWLEY Archbishop of Canterbury [1828-1848]  Howley was born in 1766 at Ropley, Hampshire, where his father was vicar. He was educated at Winchester School and in 1783 went to New College, Oxford. After some time working in Somerset as a private tutor he was appointed regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford University and  Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. He was an active English Freemason, having joined the 'Royal York Lodge' in Bristol  in December 1791 and served the lodge regularly until his elevation to the episcopate took him to London. In October 1813, at Lambeth Palace, he was consecrated Bishop of London, a post he was to occupy until 1828, when he became Archbishop of Canterbury. Howley was Archbishop during the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts (1828), the Emancipation of the Catholics (1829) and the passing of the Great Reform Act (1832.) The bench of bishops was generally opposed to all three measures. As Archbishop, Howley was their spokesman and his heart-felt opposition to the Great Reform Act led to his carriage being attacked in the streets of Canterbury. Like very many other bishops at that time, Howley was an "old-High Churchman." These people inherited a tradition of high views of the sacraments from the Caroline Divines and their successors. They held Catholic beliefs but were consistently anti-Roman. Archbishop Howley presided over the coronation of William IV and Queen Adelaide in 1831. At 5 a.m. on 20th  June 1837, accompanied by the Lord Chamberlain, the Archbishop went to Kensington Palace to inform Princess Victoria that she was now Queen of Great Britain and Ireland. William Howley was married on 29th  August 1805. The Howleys had two sons and three daughters; neither son reached adulthood. William Howley died in 1848 and was interred at Addington after an elaborate funeral. 

JOHN BIRD SUMNER Archbishop of Canterbury [1848-1862] He was born at Kenilworth, Warwickshire and educated at Eton College and Cambridge University. In 1802 he became a master at Eton and was ordained the following year. After being a minister of the Durham diocese for some years, he was consecrated Bishop of Chester in 1828. During his episcopate many churches and schools were built in the diocese. He was a prolific author whose writings were much appreciated by the Evangelical party to which he belonged. His best known writings are his Treatise on the Records of Creation and the Moral Attributes of the Creator , 1816 and The Evidence of Christianity derived from its Nature and Reception  1821. In 1848 he was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and in this capacity he dealt impartially with the different church parties. In the well-known Gorham Case he came into conflict with Bishop Henry Phillpotts of Exeter (1778-1869), who accused him of supporting heresy and refused to communicate with him. He was president of the Canterbury Association that founded Christchurch, New Zealand. 
CHARLES THOMAS LONGLEY  Archbishop of Canterbury [1862-1868]  He was born at Rochester, the fifth son of the  Recorder of Rochester and educated at Westminster School and at Oxford. He was ordained in 1818, and was appointed vicar of Cowley, Oxford, in 1823. In 1829 he was elected headmaster of Harrow School. He held this office until 1836, when he was consecrated bishop of the new see of Ripon. In 1856 he became Bishop of Durham and in 1860 he became Archbishop of York. Two years later he was transferred to Canterbury. Soon afterwards the questions connected with the deposition of Bishop John William Colenso were referred to Longley, but, while regarding Colenso's opinions as heretical and his deposition as justifiable, he refused to pronounce upon the legal difficulties of the case. The chief event of his primacy was the meeting at Lambeth, in 1867 of the first Pan-Anglican conference of British, colonial and foreign bishops. His published works included numerous sermons and addresses. He died at Addington Park, near Croydon. While headmaster of Harrow School, he married in 1831 and had six children some of whom later became prominent in society. 

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL TAIT Archbishop of Canterbury [1868-1882]  Born in Edinburgh and educated the Royal High School, his parents were Presbyterian, but he early turned towards the Scottish Episcopal Church, and was confirmed in his first year at Oxford. He won an open scholarship, took his degree and became fellow and tutor of Balliol. He was also ordained deacon in 1836 and priest two years later. Although his sympathies were on the whole with the liberal movement in the university, he never took a lead in the matter. He succeeded Arnold at Rugby School but left due to a serious illness in 1848. He had married at Rugby in 1843 but in the spring of 1856 five of his children died because of scarlet fever. He was consecrated Bishop of London later that year and was translated to Canterbury in 1868. His last years were interrupted by illness and saddened by the death in 1878 of his only son Craufurd, and of his wife.
Tait as Bishop of London devoted a very large part of his time at London in actual evangelistic work and to the end his interest in the pastoral side of the work of the clergy was greater than anything else. With his wife, he was instrumental in organizing women's work upon a sound basis, and he did not a little for the healthful regulation of Anglican sisterhoods during the formative period in which this was particularly necessary. Nor was he less successful in the larger matters of administration and organization, which brought into play his sound practical judgment and strong, common-sense. He was constant in his attendance in parliament, and spared no pains in pressing on measures of practical utility. The modification of the terms of clerical subscription (1865), the new lectionary(1871), the Burials Act (1880) were largely owing to him.  The Royal Commissions on Ritual (1867) and on the Ecclesiastical Courts (1881) were due to him, and he took a large part in the deliberations of both. He also promoted the healthy development of the Lambeth Conferences on the lines of mutual counsel. On the other hand, Tait was not successful in dealing with matters which called for the higher gifts of a ruler and especially in his relations with the liberal trend in modern thought. The archbishop died in 1882 leaving a legacy of peace to the Church. Tait was a Churchman by conviction; but although the work of his life was all done in England, he remained a Scotsman to the end. It was the opinion of some that he never really understood the historical position of the English Church and took no pains to learn. 
EDWARD WHITE BENSON Archbishop of Canterbury [1883-1896]  He was born in Highgate, Birmingham, the son of a Birmingham chemical manufacturer. He was educated at King Edward's School, Birmingham and Trinity College, Cambridge. Benson began his career as a schoolmaster at Rugby School in 1852, and was ordained deacon in 1852 and priest in 1857. In 1859 Benson was chosen by Prince Albert as the headmaster of Wellington College, Berkshire, which had been built as the nation's memorial to the Duke of Wellington. He was largely responsible for establishing Wellington as a great English public school, closely modelled on Rugby School, rather than the military academy originally planned. Benson is best remembered for devising the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, an order first used in Truro Cathedral on Christmas Eve, 1880 a service format that is now used every Christmas around the world. Benson and his wife had six children. None of the children married, and some of them appeared to suffer from mental illnesses, probably bipolar disorder. Benson died from cardiovascular disease in 1896 
FREDERICK TEMPLE Archbishop of Canterbury [1896-1902]  He was born in Santa Maura, one of the Ionian Islands, the son of Major Octavius Temple, who was subsequently appointed lieutenant-governor of Sierra Leone. On his retirement, Major Temple settled in Devon and contemplated a farming life for his son Frederick, giving him a practical training to that end. The boy was sent to Blundell's School, Tiverton and won a Blundell scholarship at Balliol College, Oxford, before he was seventeen. In 1842 he took a double first and was elected fellow of Balliol, and lecturer in mathematics and logic. Four years later he was ordained, and, with the aim of improving the education of the very poor, he accepted the headship of Kneller Hall, a college founded by the government for the training of masters of workhouses and penal schools. The experiment was not successful, and Temple himself advised its abandonment in 1855. He then accepted a job as a school inspector which he held until he went to teach at Rugby in 1858. In the meantime he had attracted the admiration of the Prince Albert, and in 1856 he was appointed chaplain-in-ordinary to Queen Victoria. The following year he was selected preacher at his university.

At Rugby Temple strengthened the school's academic reputation in the classics, but also instituted scholarships in natural science, built a laboratory, and recognised the importance of these subjects. He reformed the sporting activities, in spite of all the traditions of the playing fields. His own tremendous powers of work and rough manner intimidated the pupils, but he soon became popular, and raised the school's reputation. His school sermons made a deep impression on the boys, teaching loyalty, faith and duty. In politics Temple was a follower of Gladstone, and he approved of the disestablishment of the Irish Church. He also wrote and spoke in favour of the Elementary Education Act (1870) of William Edward Forster, and was an active member of the Endowed Schools Commission. In 1869 Gladstone offered him the deanery of Durham, but he declined because he wanted to stay at Rugby. When later in the same year, however Henry Phillpotts, bishop of Exeter, died, the prime minister turned again to Temple, and he accepted the bishopric of the city he knew so well. 

The appointment caused a fresh controversy but his real kindness soon made itself felt, and, during the sixteen years of his tenure, he overcame the prejudices against him, so that when, on the death of Dr John Jackson in 1885, he was translated to London. Dr Temple's tenancy of the bishopric of London saw him working harder than ever. 
His normal working day at this time was one of fourteen or fifteen hours, though under the strain blindness was rapidly coming on. Many of his clergy and candidates for ordination thought him a rather terrifying person, enforcing almost impossible standards of diligence, accuracy and preaching efficiency, but his manifest devotion to his work and his zeal for the good of the people won him general confidence. In London he continued as a tireless temperance worker, and the working class instinctively recognised him as their friend. When, in view of his growing blindness, he offered to resign the bishopric, he was urged to reconsider his proposal, and on the sudden death of Archbishop Benson in 1896, though now seventy-six years of age, he accepted the see of Canterbury.
As archbishop he presided in 1897 over the decennial Lambeth Conference. In the same year Dr Temple and the Archbishop of York issued a joint response to an encyclical of the pope which denied the validity of Anglican orders. In 1900 the archbishops again acted together, when an appeal was addressed to them by the united episcopate, to decide the questions of the use of incense in divine service and of the reservation of the elements. After hearing the arguments they decided against both the practices in question. He was zealous also in the cause of foreign missions, and in a sermon preached at the opening of the new century he urged that a supreme obligation rested upon Britain at this epoch in the world's history to seek to evangelise all nations. In 1900 he presided over the World Temperance Congress in London, and on one occasion preached in the interests of women's education. In 1902 he discharged the important duties of his office at the coronation of King Edward VII, but the strain at his advanced age told upon his health. During a speech which he delivered in the House of Lords on December 2, 1902 on the Education Bill of that year, he was taken ill, and, though he revived sufficiently to finish his speech, he never fully recovered, and died on December 23 1902. His second son, William Temple, became Archbishop of Canterbury some years later. 
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY


RANDALL THOMAS DAVIDSON Archbishop of Canterbury [1903-1928]] He studied at Harrow School and Trinity College, Oxford and served as chaplain to Archibald Campbell Tait when Tait was Archbishop of Canterbury. He married Tait's daughter. After Tait's death he remained at Lambeth Palace as Chaplain to Edward White Benson when he became Archbishop of Canterbury. A favourite of Queen Victoria, Davidson was appointed Dean of Windsor at a very young age. He was subsequently Bishop of Rochester and Bishop of Winchester before becoming Archbishop of Canterbury in 1903. He played a major part in the funeral ceremonies for Queen Victoria in 1901, taking care, along with Dr. James Reid, of the wake at Osborne House, Isle of Wight. Rodger Lloyd, Church of England historian, thought that Davidson was one of the two or three greatest Archbishops of Canterbury. He was the first Archbishop of Canterbury to retire, all his predecessors having died in office. Davidson reacted to the papal bull Apostolicae Curae by stressing “the strength and depth of the Protestantism of England” and regarded other differences with Rome as much more important than its views on Anglican orders. This view seems to have been widely held at the time, judging from the reaction of Herbert Cardinal Vaughan, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster. 

WILLIAM COSMO GORDON LANG Archbishop of Canterbury [1928-1942]  He was an Anglican prelate who served as Archbishop of York (1908–1928) and Archbishop of Canterbury (1928–1942). His rapid elevation to Archbishop of York, within 18 years of his ordination, is unprecedented in modern Church of England history. As Archbishop of Canterbury during the abdication crisis of 1936 he took a strong moral stance, and comments he made in a subsequent broadcast were widely condemned as uncharitable towards the departed king. 

The son of a Scots Presbyterian minister, Lang abandoned the prospect of a legal and political career to train for the Anglican priesthood. Beginning in 1890, his early ministry was served in slum parishes in Leeds and Portsmouth, except for brief service as an Oxford college chaplain. In 1901 he was appointed suffragan Bishop of Stepney in London, where he continued his work among the poor. He also served as a canon of St Paul's Cathedral, London. In 1908 Lang was nominated Archbishop of York, despite his relatively junior status as a suffragan rather than a diocesan bishop. His religious stance was broadly Anglo-Catholic. He entered the House of Lords as a Lord Spiritual and caused consternation in traditionalist circles by speaking and voting against the Lords' proposal to reject David Lloyd George's 1909 "People's Budget". This apparent radicalism was not, however, maintained in later years. 
At the start of the First World War, Lang was heavily criticised for a speech in which he spoke sympathetically of the German Emperor. This troubled him greatly and may have contributed to the rapid ageing which affected his appearance during the war years. After the war he began to promote church unity, and at the 1920 Lambeth Conference was responsible for the Church's Appeal to All Christian People. As Archbishop of York he supported controversial proposals for the revision of the Book of Common Prayer, but after acceding to Canterbury he took no practical steps to resolve this issue. Lang became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1928. He presided over the 1930 Lambeth Conference, which gave limited church approval to the use of contraception. After denouncing the Italian invasion of Abyssinia in 1935 and strongly condemning European Anti-Semitism, Lang later supported the appeasement policies of the British government. On retirement in 1942 he was created Baron Lang of Lambeth and continued to attend and speak in House of Lords debates until his death in 1945. Lang himself believed that he had not lived up to his own high standards. However, others have praised his qualities of industry, his efficiency and his commitment to his calling. 
WILLIAM TEMPLE Archbishop of Canterbury [1942-1944] He was the second son of Archbishop Frederick Temple (1821–1902). He was educated at Rugby School and Balliol College, Oxford, and was a fellow and lecturer in Philosophy at Queens College Oxford from 1904–10. He was ordained priest in 1909 and between 1910 and 1914 he was Headmaster of Repton School after which he returned to being a full time clergyman, becoming Bishop of Manchester in 1921 and Archbishop of York in 1929. A renowned teacher and preacher, Temple is perhaps best known for his 1942 book Christianity and Social Order, which set out an Anglican social theology and a vision for what would constitute a just post-war society. Also in 1942, with Chief Rabbi Joseph Hertz, Temple jointly founded the Council of Christians and Jews to combat anti-Jewish bigotry. Temple defended the working-class movement and supported economic and social reforms. As the first President (1908–1924) of the Workers' Educational Association he joined the Labour Party. He also participated in the ecumenical movement, took part in the Lausanne Conference of 1927, and helped prepare the World Conference of Churches in Edinburgh, 1937. He refused to condemn the Allied blanket bombing of Germany, to the dismay of his numerous Quaker connections, by writing an introduction to "Christ and Our Enemies", published by the Fellowship of reconciliation in 1941, citing the fact that he was  not only non-pacifist but anti-pacifist. A visit to Normandy during Operation Overlord in the summer of 1944 made Temple the first Archbishop of Canterbury to go into battle since the Middle Ages. William Temple died at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26 October 1944. He was cremated at Charing Crematorium, Kent. Dr. Temple was the first Primate of All England to be cremated and his cremation had an immense effect upon the opinion of church people not only in his country, but also throughout the whole Anglican community. 

GEOFFREY FRANCIS FISHER Archbishop of Canterbury [1945-1961] He was brought up in an Anglican background and was educated at Marlborough and Exeter College, Oxford. He was an assistant master at Marlborough College when he decided to be ordained, becoming a priest in 1913. At this time the English public schools had close ties with the Church of England, and it was not uncommon for schoolmasters to be in Holy Orders. Headmasters were typically priests. In 1914, Fisher was appointed Headmaster of Repton School, succeeding William Temple, who was also later to be Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1932, Fisher was appointed Bishop of Chester, and in 1939 he was made Bishop of London. Appointment of Bishops in the Church of England is, ultimately, in the hands of the Prime Minister. Winston Churchill disliked Temple's politics but accepted Cosmo Lang's advice that Temple was the outstanding figure and no one else could be seriously considered. This time, however, the situation was less clear-cut. It has been widely assumed subsequently that George Bell was passed over because of his criticism in the House of Lords of the obliteration bombing strategy. While it is probably true that this greatly reduced any chance of Bell being appointed, it is not in fact clear that Bell was likely to be appointed anyway. Temple had apparently regarded Fisher as his obvious successor. Fisher put an effort into the task of revising the Church of England's canon law. The canons of 1604 were at that time still in force, despite being largely out of date. He presided at the marriage of Princess Elizabeth and later at her coronation in 1953 as Queen Elizabeth II. The event was carried on television for the first time. 
He is remembered for his visit to Pope John XXIII in 1960, the first meeting between an Archbishop of Canterbury and a Pope since the Reformation and an ecumenical milestone. Fisher was a committed Freemason. Many Church of England Bishops of his day were also members of Freemasonry. Fisher served as Grand Chaplain in the United Grand Lodge of England. Fisher retired in 1961. He advised the Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan, that he did not consider Michael Ramsey, who had been his pupil at Repton, as a suitable successor. Ramsey later relayed to the Reverend Victor Stock the conversation Fisher had with the Prime Minister: 
Fisher said, “I have come to give you some advice about my successor. Whoever you choose, under no account must it be Michael Ramsey, the Archbishop of York. Dr Ramsey is a theologian, a scholar and a man of prayer. Therefore, he is entirely unsuitable as Archbishop of Canterbury. I have known him all my life. I was his Headmaster at Repton. Macmillan replied, Thank you, your Grace, for your kind advice. You may have been Doctor Ramsey's headmaster, but you were not mine. Fisher was made a life peer.  Had Temple lived, he might have played a leading role in the post-war reconstruction, in which he would have found much common ground with the leaders of Clement Attlee's Labour Government. Fisher was a relatively uncomplicated man, who was happy with the Church of England and wanted to make it work well. His experience was in some ways limited, having never been a parish priest. These criticisms of Fisher are often linked with his reputation as a "head masterly" figure. 

ARTHUR MICHAEL RAMSEY Archbishop of Canterbury [1961-1974]  He was born in Cambridge in 1904. His father was a Congregationalist and mathematician and his mother was a socialist and suffragette. He was educated at Repton School and Magdalene College, Cambridge, where he was President of the Cambridge Union Society. During this time in Cambridge he came under the influence of the Anglo-Catholic dean of Corpus Christi College, Edwyn Clement Hoskyns. He was ordained in 1928 and became a curate in Liverpool, where he was influenced by Charles Raven. In 1950, he became the Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge but after only a short time, in 1952, he was appointed Bishop of Durham. In 1956 he became Archbishop of York and, in 1961, Archbishop of Canterbury. During his time as archbishop he travelled widely and saw the creation of the General Synod. Retirement ages for clergy were also introduced. As an Anglo-Catholic with a nonconformist background, Ramsey had a broad religious outlook. He had a particular regard for the Eastern Orthodox concept of “glory". During the J.A.T. Robinson “Honest to God” controversy, he published a short response entitled “Image Old and New”, in which he engaged seriously with Robinson's ideas. He made a barefoot visit to the grave of Mahatma Gandhi. However, he declined to become involved in some inter-faith activities. Following observations of a religious mission at Cambridge, he had an early dislike of evangelists and mass rallies, which he feared relied too much on emotion. This led him to be critical of Billy Graham, although the two later became friends and Ramsey even took to the stage at a Graham rally in Rio de Janeiro. One of his later books, The Charismatic Christ (1973), engaged with the charismatic movement. Ramsey believed there was no decisive theological argument against women priests, although he was not entirely comfortable with this development. The first women priests in the Anglican Communion were ordained during his time as Archbishop of Canterbury and in retirement he received communion from a woman priest in the United States.]

Ramsey was active in the ecumenical movement, and while Archbishop of Canterbury in 1966 he met Pope Paul VI in Rome, where the Pope presented him with the episcopal (bishop's) ring he had worn as Archbishop of Milan. These warm relations with Rome caused him to be dogged by protests by Protestant fundamentalists, particularly Ian Paisley. Ramsey also enjoyed friendship with the orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras, and Alexius, Patriarch of Moscow. His willingness to talk to officially-sanctioned churches in the Eastern Bloc led to criticisms from Richard Wurmbrand. He also supported efforts to unite the Church of England with the Methodist Church, and was depressed when the plans fell through. Ramsey disliked the power of the government over the church. His support for liberalising the laws against homosexuality brought him enemies in the House of Lords. Ramsey also created controversy over his call for military action against the Ian Smith regime in Rhodesia, and in his opposition to the Vietnam War. He opposed curbs on immigration to the UK of Kenyan Asians, which he saw as a betrayal by Britain of a promise. He was also against apartheid, and he left an account of a very frosty encounter with John Vorster. He was also a critic of Augusto Pinochet. Ramsey also opposed the granting of aid money by the World Council of Churches to guerrilla groups. After retiring as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1974 he was created a life peer, as Baron Ramsey of Canterbury  enabling him to remain in the House of Lords where he had previously sat as one of the Lords Spiritual. Michael Ramsey had no children. 

FREDERICK DONALD COGGAN Archbishop of Canterbury [1974-1980]  Born in Highgate, London, Coggan was educated at Merchant Taylors' School, Northwood and St. John's College, Cambridge. He studied Oriental Languages from 1928 to 1931 and took a first in both parts of the tripos, achieving a rare and distinguished double first. Coggan then took up a post as a lecturer in Semitic languages at the University of Manchester from 1931 to 1934, a professor of the New Testament at Wycliffe College in Toronto from 1937 to 1944, and principal of London College of Divinity from 1944 to 1956. He was ordained a priest in 1935, appointed Bishop of Bradford in 1956 and translated to Archbishop of York in 1965. After his retirement as Archbishop of Canterbury he was granted a life peerage and made Baron Coggan, of Canterbury and Sissinghurst in the County of Kent. 

His tenure as archbishop is noted for his strong support for the ordination of women, although this did not happen in the Church of England until 1994, having proposed it at the Lambeth Conference in 1970. His comparatively brief tenure was marked by his boldness, orderliness and punctuality. Aside from his duties of his primacy, he was a prolific writer and preacher. Among his other roles was being Honorary President of the United Bible Societies from 1957 to 1976. His excellent knowledge of the scriptures meant he made an enormous contribution to the furthering of the organisation. He also founded the Lord Coggan Memorial Fund which helped to supply Russian children with copies of the Bible. Known for his warm welcome, he is commonly credited with remarking that "The art of hospitality is to make guests feel at home when you wish they were." Lord Coggan died in Winchester. 

ROBERT ALEXANDER KENNEDY RUNCIE Archbishop of Canterbury [1980-1991] He was born and spent his early life in Great Crosby, a suburb of Liverpool to middle class and rather non-religious parents. He initially attended St Luke's Church, Crosby before switching to the Anglo-Catholic St Faith's Church about a mile down the road. He was educated at Merchant Taylors' School, Crosby before going up to Brasenose College, Oxford. He earned a commission in the Scots Guards during World War II, serving as a tank commander and earning the Military Cross for two feats of bravery in March 1945: he rescued one of his men from a crippled tank under heavy enemy fire, and the next day took his own tank into an exceptionally exposed position in order to knock out three anti-tank guns. In May 1945 he was among the first British troops to enter Bergen-Belsen. After the surrender of Nazi Germany, he served with the occupying forces in Cologne and then with the boundary commission dealing with the future status of the Free Territory of Trieste. Runcie studied for ordination at Westcott House, Cambridge where he received a diploma, rather than a second bachelor's degree in theology. He was ordained in the Diocese of Newcastle in 1950 to serve as a curate Rather than the conventional minimum three year curacy, after only two years Runcie was invited to return to Westcott House as Chaplain and, later, Vice-Principal. In 1956 he was elected Fellow and Dean of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, where he would meet his future wife, Rosalind, the daughter of the college bursar. In 1960 he returned to the world of the theological college, becoming Principal of Cuddesdon, near Oxford, where he spent ten years and transformed what had been a rather monastic and traditionally Anglo-Catholic institution into a stronghold of the liberal catholic wing of the Church of England. In this period his name became more and more strongly spoken of as a future bishop, and speculation was confirmed when he was appointed Bishop of St Albans in 1970.
Runcie was selected as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1979. During his time as Archbishop of Canterbury he witnessed a breaking down of traditionally convivial relations between the Conservative Party and the Church of England, which was habitually if rather inaccurately described as "the Tory party at prayer". In 1981 Runcie officiated at the marriage of Charles, Prince of Wales to Lady Diana Spencer, despite suspecting privately that they were ill-suited and that their marriage would not last. With a dramatic gesture of goodwill, he knelt in prayer with Pope John Paul II in Canterbury Cathedral during John Paul's visit to Great Britain in 1982. 

In 1985 there was friction between the Church of England and members of the Conservative Government, in particular Norman Tebbit, over the Church's report "Faith in the City", which criticised the government's handling of social problems in British inner-city areas. As a result of this, Tebbit became a strong supporter of the disestablishment of the Church of England, claiming that institutions affiliated to the British state should not express what he saw as overtly partisan political views. When Runcie visited the Pope in 1989, he set out to reconcile the Church of England with the Church of Rome. Runcie advocated the Papacy as having a 'primacy of honour' rather than 'primacy of jurisdiction' over the Anglican church, a proposal consistent with the report of the Anglican Roman Catholic International Commission. The Pope did not go along with this, however, claiming that the Papacy already has primacy of jurisdiction over all other churches regardless of whether or not this is officially recognised and also that the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church would not change to accommodate Runcie's proposals.
In terms of internal Anglican matters, much of Runcie’s archiepiscopate was taken up with the debate over whether to proceed with the ordination of women in the Church of England as well as the fallout from the ordination of women priests and consecration of women bishops in other parts of the Anglican Communion. The church's attitude to homosexuality was also a divisive issue during this period, although it did not assume the crisis proportions it would in the late 1990s and 2000s. Although in public Runcie stuck to official Church of England policy as set out in the publication Issues in Human Sexuality, that homosexual practice was not ideal for lay people and unacceptable for clergy, in private he held a more sympathetic view and consciously ordained a number of openly gay men as priests. On his retirement as Archbishop of Canterbury, he was created a life peer. 

GEORGE LEONARD CAREY Archbishop of Canterbury [1991-2002]  George Carey was born in the East End of London. He attended Bonham Road Primary School in Dagenham, then he failed his eleven plus and left school at the age of 15. He worked for the London Electricity Board as an office boy, before doing his National Service at 18 in the RAF as a Wireless Operator, during which time he served in Iraq. He became a Christian at 17, when he attended church with his friends: "I had a conversion experience which was very real ... There were no blinding lights, simply a quiet conviction I had found something," he later said. During his National Service he decided to seek ordination and after his discharge he studied intensely, gaining 6 O-levels and 3 A-levels in 15 months, before attending King's College London. He graduated in 1962 with a Bachelor of Divinity degree and was ordained. He later went on to earn a doctorate. He was a curate at St Mary's Islington, worked at Oak Hill Theological College. In 1982 he was appointed as Principal of Trinity College, Bristol, and was appointed as Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1988. He was enthroned as Archbishop of Canterbury on 19th April 1991 and retired from the position on 31 October 2002 and was created a life peer one month later. As Archbishop of Canterbury, he promoted a "decade of evangelism". He was also praised for his administrative efficiency. George Carey's theological roots are in the Evangelical section of the Church of England. He strongly supported the ordination of women. He is tolerant of divorce and divorced people and the remarriage of divorced people. His son is divorced and he supported the remarriage of the Prince of Wales to Camilla Parker-Bowles whose first husband is living. He opposed homosexual relationships amongst members of the clergy, although he admits having consecrated two bishops whom he suspected of having same-sex partners. He presided over the Lambeth Conference of 1998 and actively supported the resolution at that conference which uncompromisingly rejected all homosexual practice as "incompatible with scripture". Since his retirement he has spoken out regarding a number of subjects creating controversy in some places  
ARCHBISHOPS OF THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY

ROWAN DOUGLAS WILLIAMS Archbishop of Canterbury [2003-   ] Rowan Douglas Williams is an Anglican bishop and theologian. He is the current 104th Archbishop of Canterbury, Williams was previously Bishop of Monmouth and Archbishop of Wales, making him the first Archbishop of Canterbury in modern times not to be appointed from within the Church of England and the first bishop to serve as primate of two provinces of the Anglican Communion. He had spent much of his earlier career as an academic at the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford successively. His primacy has been marked by much speculation that the Anglican Communion is on the verge of fragmentation and by William's attempts to keep all sides talking to one another. Williams was born in Swansea, Wales, into a Welsh-speaking Presbyterian family who converted to Anglicanism in 1961. He was educated at the state school in Swansea, at Christ's College, Cambridge, where he studied theology, and at Wadham College, Oxford, where he took his PhD in 1975. He lectured at the College of the Resurrection in Mirfield, West Yorkshire for two years. In 1977 he returned to Cambridge to teach theology, first at Westcott House, having been ordained deacon in Ely Cathedral that year and was ordained priest in 1978. Unusually, he undertook no formal curacy until 1980 when he served at St George's Chesterton until 1983, having been appointed as a lecturer in divinity at the University of Cambridge. In 1984 he became dean and chaplain of Clare College, Cambridge and, in 1986, at the very young age of 36, he was appointed to the Lady Margaret Professorship of Divinity at the University of Oxford and thus also a canon of Christ Church. He was awarded the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1989.

In 1991 Williams was appointed and consecrated Bishop of Monmouth in the Church in Wales. In 1997 he was proposed as a potential Bishop of Southwark. George Carey, the then Archbishop of Canterbury, asked Williams to distance himself from his writings sympathetic to the cause of homosexuality, but he declined and was not nominated to the post. He continued in his post as Bishop of Monmouth and in 1999 he was elected Archbishop of Wales. In 2002 he was announced as the successor to George Carey as Archbishop of Canterbury. He was enthroned on 27 February 2003. Williams' appointment to Canterbury was widely predicted. A churchman who had demonstrated a huge range of interests in social and political matters, he was widely regarded, by academics and others, as a figure who could make Christianity credible to the intelligent unbeliever. As a patron of Affirming Catholicism his appointment was a considerable departure from that of his predecessor and his views, not least those expressed in a widely published lecture on homosexuality, were seized on by a number of Evangelical and conservative Anglicans. As Rowan Williams is the current Archbishop of Canterbury his section will be subject to review. 
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