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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION 

The series of seven books which make up the Chronology of the Church Age involve a wide spectrum of people. These people and events are provided in the form of micro biographies which in themselves are obviously not comprehensive. They are however indexed to allow for those interested in the subject to produce and amplify material into a form of books on various subjects. To complement this series a number of outline books and guidelines have been produced including the Archbishops of Canterbury, The Roman Empire and Christianity, The Bishops and Popes of Rome and the Bishops and Patriarchs of Constantinople, Hymn Writers and Protestant Missionaries. 
DEFINITIONS

It is important to define two specific phrases used to present this work, the Saints and the Church Age.

“The Saints” – In many denominations such as the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church “saints” are defined and named by the denomination to designate a person whom they believe has served their group in an outstanding manner. 

However the Biblical definition of a “saint” or one who is sanctified is a person who has trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and have therefore been sanctified or set apart by God as a member of the Body of Christ. The Bible also tells us that we will be known by the spiritual fruit we produce. We therefore in our daily walk need to be “fruit inspectors” and to a certain extent are able to do this for historical figures portrayed in these biographies. Therefore the appendage “saint” associated with various denominations has not been used specifically in these volumes 

“The Church Age” – It should be noted that this is not a “Church Chronology” as that would be a history of the “Saints” alone, but it is a Church Age Chronology showing how believers and unbelievers have interacted over the last 2000 years in Christianity and Christendom.

In the gospels the Lord Jesus Christ said “On this rock I will build my church” showing that the Church at the time of His Ministry was still in the future. The Church Age in fact started on the Day of Pentecost and will terminate when our Lord returns for His Church in the future. This is known as the Rapture of the Church. 

THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION AND THE CHURCH AGE

The last book of the Bible, the Book of the Revelation, viewed in a literal and futurist way can be divided into a number of sequential sections commencing with the Revelation of Christ Himself in chapter 1, a group of seven churches in chapters 2-3, the resurrected church in chapters 4 and 5, the Tribulation period from chapter 6 to 18, the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in chapter 19, the Millennial reign of Christ in chapter 20 and Eternity Future in chapters 21 and 22. 

SEQUENCE OF CHURCHES IN CHAPTERS 2 and 3

CHURCH 1
EPHESUS 

The First Century Church 


32-96 AD 

CHURCH 2
SMYRNA

The Persecuted Church



97-311 AD 

CHURCH 3
PERGAMOS

The State Church



312-589 AD

CHURCH 4
THYATIRA 

The Universal Church 



590-1510 AD

CHURCH 5
SARDIS

The Reformation Church


1511-1730 AD
CHURCH 6
PHILADELPHIA

The Missionary Church 



1731-1910 AD

CHURCH 7
LAODICEA

The Apostate Church 



1911 onwards

This book is therefore the third of seven volumes based on the sequence and characteristics of the churches in the order given in Revelation 2 and 3. When viewed as a whole the predominant church in the sequence from Pentecost to the Rapture clearly demonstrates that these seven volumes can be related back in sequence to the type of predominant church in sequence as tabulated above.[see book 260 for the complete seven volumes in one.]

Note – For a detailed study of the Book of the Revelation please see EBCWA Book 97-2

I must thank Mrs Joan Huggett for her outstanding efforts in assisting me so greatly in this work 
3. DOMINANT CHURCH: PERGAMOS – THE CHURCH AND STATE   312-589 AD
PERGAMOS – REVELATION 2: 12-17
12  And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;  13  I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 14  But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 15  So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.  16  Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.  17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

INTRODUCTION

Pergamos was a rich, influential city of Asia Minor yet the church was worldly. She is greeted by Him "who has the sharp two-edged sword," the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12).  

She was attacked by three heresies and permitted the infiltration of latter two while making a stand against the first.

[a] Satan had set up his throne here. We find that the teachings of the Babylonian mysteries were actually carried to Pergamos about 133 BC These teachings began in ancient Babylon and would in time become so assimilated by apostate Christianity as to become "Mystery Babylon." Pergamos was the centre of Caesar worship.  

[b] The doctrine of Balaam had gained a foothold (Numbers. 22-25). This was basically a teaching of compromise with the world. Balaam taught Israel to intermarry with the heathen; thus a "marriage" of the church and the world.

[c] The Nicolaitans, who were repulsed by Ephesus, are accepted in Pergamos. What begins in apostasy as "deeds" develops into "doctrines" which in time become "denominations." 

In contrast, the overcomers will receive the "hidden manna" or deep things of Christ (John 6:31-33; Colossians 1:26) and the "white stone" representing the vote of approval from God.

Historically, Pergamos represents church history from 300 to 590 A.D. Constantine made Christianity a legal religion and Theodosius made it the state religion, which intermingled it with the heathenistic practices of Rome. During the period of this apostate union, Damasus I, the Bishop of Rome (366-384), was given the title of Supreme Pontiff so that the Roman church was placed above all other churches with Alexandria placed second and Antioch third. Therefore, Satan's program to assimilate the church through infiltration took a great step forward. This was the age of heresy, yet even here there were overcomers who stood against the tide and died a martyrs death.

Pergamos meaning thoroughly married represents the third predominant type of Church, the merger of State and Church which occurred after the victory of Constantine when in 313 he made Christianity the official state religion of the Roman Empire.  The church became married to the state and people from throughout the Roman Empire were baptised into the church without any regard to personal faith. The picture of the Lord Jesus Christ is taken from Revelation 1:16 and is one of judgement based on the Word of God. [Hebrews 4:12]

Church and state should remain separate and independent of each other as a marriage of this type ends with the church being infiltrated by political intrigue. The Word of God is not only of value for doctrine but for reproof and exhortation. The Scriptures are the yardstick for our actions and is totally accurate in the defining of God’s plans and standards for our Christian life.  We should be spiritual and not walk as the unsaved [1 Corinthians 3:1-3] We can do this by being controlled by the Holy Spirit [Galatians 5:16-18]
Pergamos was a major city of idolatry with many temples one of which was that to Esculapius the serpent-son god. This may be why Satan’s throne is referred to in the letter to this church. It is noted that the word for seat is the Greek word “thronos” which can be translated throne. This was a centre for Satanic worship. 

The name Antipas means “against all” which may mean that he stood against all satanic worship. The war against their faith was being waged by satanic opposition. God is all knowing and knows our works and what our motivation is [1 Corinthians 3:11-15]. He knew that Antipas the faithful martyr would be killed unfairly yet allowed that to happen.  Are we mature enough to suffer for the Lord?  Would we deny the Lord if members of our church were being martyred? What happens to believers is for the glory of God and according to his plan. It is possible for Christians to function even though they are surrounded with evil.

In verse 14 Balaam is mentioned. His story is told in Numbers 22-24. He was a seer of Mesopotamia who was hired by Balak, the king of Moab to pronounce a curse on the Israelites. He was unable to curse the Israelites but told Balak a means of getting many of the men of Israel out of fellowship. The method was to use their young women to entice them into sexual immorality. 

Balak was successful in this ploy and Balaam was rewarded with huge riches. Events caught up with Balaam and he was killed by Israel and Balak defeated. 

The teaching of Balaam was to encourage corruption by means of inter marriage or fornication resulting in idolatry. This attitude therefore brought judgement on the church. In Pergamum intermarriage between the believers and pagans was a real problem. In addition because social life was so intertwined acceptance of some social engagements meant some involvement in paganism. Many believers therefore became compromised.

Has the Lord Jesus Christ a few things against us as individuals or as a church?  Do we hold heretical concepts or have perverted the Scriptures to satisfy our own lusts or to compromise with the world we live in? The more we know of the Scriptures as working knowledge “epignosis” the more we will be able to judge ourselves and correct ourselves to conform with His plan.

Serious betrayal of the Lord’s plan or His people is likely to result in the sin unto death. Even though evil people look as if they have won, God will judge the ungodly in His time and that judgement is sure. Have we become compromised by our social interaction with pagans? Be not unequally yoked together in marriage or business. It is all right to say No [2 Corinthians 6:14].
The Nicolaitains in verse 15 were the group which the church at Ephesus was commended for not accepting but they were accepted at Pergamos. As stated before there are two views on who this group was, one where it was a pagan group which was accepted for combining with the church at ecumenical worship services, the other derived from the name which promoted the development of the clergy and the laity which also corrupted the church. During this period of 312 to 590 AD both errors came into being.

It is very important with whom we socialise or have relationships with so that we do not end up with a compromised situation. It should be borne in mind that apart from the grace gift given to us to function in the body of Christ there is no difference or distinction to all in the body of Christ - [Galatians 3:26-29]. The Lord hates false doctrines and perversion of the Word of God.

The word repent in verse 16 is “metanoeo” which means to change your mind.  If we have heresies or sin in our life we need to repent and confess “homologeo” our sins so that He will not need to judge us. Homologeo is a compound verb made up of homo meaning the same and logeo meaning to speak. We are told to speak the same as God does about our sin [1 John 1:9]. This is of vital importance in relation to the Lord’s Table where strict instructions are given in 1 Corinthians 11:23-31. “If we judge ourselves we will not be judged.”

The sword of the mouth is probably the Word of God which is classified as the Sword of the Spirit.

The promise to the believer is threefold - the overcomer will eat of the hidden manna, will be given a white stone and be given a new name.

The word used for stone “psephos” means a small stone which was used in the voting system of the ancient world rather than “lithos” which is the normal word for stone. This is the only time that psephos is used in the Scriptures. In the ancient world the voting system was to select a white stone for approval and a black stone for rejection. Here God givers the believer the vote of approval. The voting by God using a white stone here shows the overcomer will be acquitted of the guilt of that church and it will be a mark of his acceptance with Christ.

Manna - The person leaving the State church might be deprived of his job and welfare. In spite of what he is deprived of, God will provide his sustenance.

New Name - shows spiritual blessing will be given to him - cf. Abram to Abraham - Genesis 17:1-8, Jacob to Israel - Genesis 32:22-32.
CHRONOLOGY

312-321 AD

	312
	ACHILLAS  Patriarch of Alexandria [312-313] see 300 and 313 He directed the Catechetical School of Alexandria, defending the teachings of Orthodoxy.
CONSTANTINE AND THE MILVIAN BRIDGE – Constantine became ruler of the West in 312 when he defeated his brother-in-law Maxentius near Rome at the Battle of Milvian Bridge (over the Tiber river), and the Senate hailed him as saviour of the Roman people.  Later, in 324 he will twice defeat another brother-in-law Licinius (emperor of the East), and become sole ruler of the empire.

On the eve of the Milvian Bridge battle Constantine is said to have prayed to the God of the Christians (because his father had done so and prospered), and after his defeat of Maxentius, Constantine looked upon their God as the bringer of victory.  There are two accounts of a miraculous event occurring at this time about which there has been much speculation.

According to Lactantius (Christian apologist and historian who became the tutor of Constantine's eldest son), it was in a dream that Constantine was directed to delineate on the shields of his soldiers "the heavenly sign", and proceed to battle.  The sign was the initial letters of the Greek name of Christ X and P superimposed on one another.  In the account related to Eusebius by Constantine late in life, he and his whole army had seen about mid-day, a vision of the cross in the sky with the inscription en hoc signo e vincus - In this sign you shall conquer.  (In Gaul, in 310 when Constantine was on the march, he also claimed to have seen a vision of the sun god while worshipping in the grove of Apollo.  This was the sun god whom the family had long held in reverence.  The insignia of this pagan god on Constantine's coinage was eliminated about a decade after his victory over Maxentius.)

A triumphal arch was erected in Rome in honour of his victory over Maxentius, and a statue set up at the same time of Constantine holding aloft a cross and the inscription read "By this saving sign I have delivered your city from the tyrant and restored liberty to the Senate and people of Rome".  It was from this time that Constantine dated his conversion.  He surrounded himself with Christians at court, and in later years went on campaigns with a mobile chapel in a tent.  It is of interest that in Encyclopaedia Britannica the comment is made that his pronouncements and letters "demonstrate that Constantine's commitment to Christianity was firmer and less ambiguous than some have suggested.  Eusebius confirmed what Constantine himself believed: that he had a special and personal relationship with the Christian God."



	313
	DONATUS – Described as fiery and energetic, Donatus was elected bishop in 313 upon the death of Majorinus who had been made a rival bishop by the disaffected group in Carthage.  His name was later given to this serious schism in the North African church.

DONATISTS – African separatist church, which began in Carthage in 311 and grew rapidly under the able leadership of Donatus (by 330 the Donatists held a synod of two hundred and seventy bishops).  The Donatists arose from a large disaffected group, who had a peculiar zeal for martyrdom and venerated the relics of martyrs; they wanted no fellowship with those who did not embrace their views or with those who had used ways and means to escape the great persecution of Diocletian.  Donatists believed they alone were the true church since any who had apostatised or any who welcomed the repentant apostates back into the fellowship without re-baptism could not be part of a pure, holy church.  They also held the view of Cyprian, that clergy who had apostatised (denied Christ under persecution) could not administer the Lord's Supper because it would pollute the recipient; for they not only believed that benefits of divine grace were somehow channelled through the elements of the Lord's Supper, but furthermore, this divine grace was dependent on the virtuous character of the administrator.  If the administrator was not pure and holy then his guilt and its penalty was transferred to the recipient.  

In 317 Constantine issued laws in an attempt to coerce the Donatists to reunify; laws which marked the Donatists as criminals, and persecution followed with the confiscation of Donatist churches which led to some of their deaths.  This only made them all the more zealous, and in 321 Constantine issued an edict of toleration.  In 347, Emperor Constans will exile Donatus and Donatist bishops to Gaul where Donatus died in 355.  Repressive measures were also taken against a particular group of Donatists who were seasonal farm workers.  They were called the Circumcellions, a fringe group of Donatists who were undisciplined wanderers with fanatical zeal for martyrdom.  Crazy with enthusiasm, some of them cast themselves down from rocks, in the hope that death obtained in this way might merit the crown of martyrdom.  They were unrestrained and violent, intimidating their own against rejoining the mainstream church, and plundering and murdering their opponents. 
DONATISTS RETURN FROM EXILE – In 362 Emperor Julian allowed the exiled Donatists to return home (see Donatists 313).  The movement gained strength, and by the end of the century Donatists made up nearly half of the Christians in North Africa.
MILAN, EDICT OF – The famous edict that established toleration of Christianity in the Roman Empire, jointly signed by Emperors Constantine and Licinius at Milan in January 313; part of which reads, "Having long since perceived that religious liberty should not be denied, but that it should be granted to the judgement and the desire of each one to perform divine duties according to his own preference, we had given orders that each one, and the Christians among the rest, have the liberty to observe the religion of his choice, and his peculiar mode of worship.  In order that whatsoever divinity or celestial power may exist may be propitious to us and to all that live under our government."  The only extant copies of the edict are those of Licinius.  

Constantine did not make Christianity the state religion (that big, big mistake would come later with Emperor Theodosius), he simply made it legal, so that now, believers could literally come out of caves and worship in freedom.  He gave back to the Senate the status they had lost during the 'barrack emperor' period.  He ceased the gladiator fights, abolished crucifixion as a form of execution, and he reduced the killing of unwelcome children.  The clergy were released from the burdensome obligation of serving as municipal magistrates, and he exempted them from taxes.  In a letter to the proconsul of Africa in 313 he said the Christian clergy shouldn't be distracted from their religious duties by secular offices "…for when they are free to render supreme service to the Divinity, it is evident that they confer great benefit upon the affairs of state."
ROME, SYNOD OF – In 313, Constantine, who disliked disunity in the church, asked Miltiades the bishop of Rome to hold an enquiry into the schism in the church at Carthage, North Africa, and Miltiades presided over a synod of bishops from Italy and Gaul which declared in favour of Bishop’s Caecilian (see 311) and Felix, vindicating them and condemning the separatist group.  Both Caecilian's appointment as bishop of Carthage and his ordination by Felix had been declared invalid by Numidian bishops who had supported the Carthaginian separatist group.  The separatists, who became known as the Donatists, refused to accept the decision, and Constantine ordered a new synod in Arles.


	314
	ALEXANDER I  Patriarch of Alexandria [313-328] see 312 and 328 He confronted the heresy of Arian, convening a local Synod of 100 Bishops in Egypt, which condemned the leader of the heresy. However, the very quick spreading of the heresy resulted in the convening of the first Ecumenical Synod. Alexander held that the Son was eternally the Son of the Father and accused a presbyter in his see, Arius, of following the doctrine that the Son had a beginning. He deposed Arius in 321 a decision that was upheld at the synods of Antioch and Nicea in 325. He constantly opposed the Arians until his death. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church.
ALEXANDER – Bishop of Byzantium [314-337] succeeded Metrophanes [see 306] as he had been named in his predecessor’s will. It was during his time that Byzantium was renamed Constantinople in 337. When the Arian controversy began the Patriarch of Alexandria requested his co-operation in combating what he perceived as heresy. Arianism was rejected at the Council of Nicea in 325 but Constantine put pressure on Alexander to accept Arius back into the Church. Alexander considered that the repentance of Arius was insincere and secluded himself and prayed that he not do anything wrong. As it was Arius died on the way to the meeting in 337 and Alexander soon followed him having nominated Paul I “the Confessor” [see 337] his vicar, to succeed him and warning about another candidate Macedonius [see 342]. 

ANCYRA [modern Ankara] – First Synod was held here in 314 after the Great Persecution  where 12 to 18 bishops widely representative of Syria and Asia Minor met to discuss penalties for different categories of the lapsed and regulating clerical duties.

In 358 Basil of Ancyra presided over a synod of 12 bishops acknowledged as voicing conservative eastern opinions known as Homoiousions [see 268]. An Arian synod in 375 deposed several bishops including Gregory of Nyssa who had earlier convened synods at Ancyra to support the endeavours of his brother Basil.

SYNODS OF ARLES – The first important synod held in Arles, Gaul, was convened primarily to deal with the North African schism.  Forty two bishops attended, including three from Britain.  The decision was that Caecilian had been rightfully elected, and the separatists (Donatists) were again condemned.  Still refusing to accept the decision, they appealed to Constantine to review their case, but at the imperial enquiry held in 316 at Milan they were again condemned.  Issued also at the Synod of Arles were twenty-two canons (rules) to do with church life, including the fixing of one day to observe the Christian Passover or Easter (see 155ad for this controversy). The Second synod was in 353 which was an Arian synod and condemned Athanasius. 

EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA [265–339] – “The father of Church history”. Born of humble parentage, in early youth he became associated with Pamphilus [see 310] founder of the theological School of Caesarea, assisting him in preparing apology to Origen’s teaching. After Pamphilus’ martyrdom in 310 he withdrew to Tyre. Later he went to Egypt where he was apparently imprisoned for a short time. He was elected unanimously bishop of Caesarea about 314 and in 331 declined the offer of becoming patriarch of Antioch. At the Council of Nicea in 325 he led the large moderate party, submitting the first draft of the creed which was eventually accepted after important modifications. Although Eusebius signed the Nicene Creed document he never really sympathised with the homoousios clause. He was the chief prosecutor of Marcellus of Ancyra [see 374] at a synod in Constantinople 336. He authored many books but his histories are the most notable.

He began writing the history of the church during the great persecution that lasted from 303 to 313, revising and finishing it in 324.  The edition in ten books appeared in 325, and from them we have today much which would have otherwise been lost to us.  It is only in the quotations Eusebius used that we have anything at all of some of the early Christian writers.  Also the lists of bishops from the beginning, which were drawn up by Irenaeus, have been preserved by Eusebius.  The lists are for Jerusalem, Antioch, Rome, Alexandria, Laodicea, and Caesarea.  In the history we also have recorded the early struggles of the church to understand the doctrine of the Trinity over against varying shades of heresies. Eusebius was a pupil of Pamphilus (see 310) and his assistant at Caesarea.  He was an eye witness of scenes of terrible persecution and martyrdom, and was himself imprisoned for a time.  After the martyrdom of Pamphilus in 310, Eusebius called himself Eusebius Pamphili (son of Pamphilus).
MACARIUS I Primate of Jerusalem[314-334] see 300 and 334  He was probably the Macarius who the heretical Arius labelled as an “uneducated heretic” in his letter to Eusebius of Nicodemia. He attended the Council of Nicaea in 325 and may have actively debated the Arians and helped draft the Creed. His differences with his metropolitan Eusebius of Caesarea [see 314], the church historian, could have stemmed from the latter’s weak stand against Arianism but could also have been Marcarius’ attitude that because Jerusalem was the birthplace of Christianity it ought not to be subordinate to Caesarea a provincial capital. Constantine’s letter assigning construction of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre to Macarius still exists in Eusebius.

PHILOGONIUS Primate of Antioch [314-324] see also 308 and 324

SYLVESTER I – bishop of Rome [314‑335].  During his time as bishop, the Arian Controversy arose in which Arius denied the deity of Christ, and Emperor Constantine called upon bishops to settle the issue at a council in Nicea near his capital Nicomedia.  This was the first ecumenical council, held in 325, but the aged Sylvester did not attend; he delegated two presbyters in his stead.  Later, in the 8th century, Sylvester's name will be used on a forged document called the 'Donation of Constantine', which alleged that Constantine had granted to Sylvester both spiritual and temporal dominion over Rome and the West.  The document had substantial influence for centuries until Lorenzo Valla in 1440 proved it to be a forgery. One of the proofs of it being a forgery was terminology in the document that wasn't actually in use at the time it was purported to have been written; for example it refers to the papal crown, and Sylvester was called bishop of Rome, not pope.  The title of pope as universal bishop was given to Boniface III in 607.  Sylvester is said to have introduced the tradition of the use of wax candles into the church. He succeeded Miltiades [see 311] and succeeded by Mark [see 336].



	315
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	317
	LACTANTIUS – Christian apologist and historian.  Born around 240, Lactantius was educated in North Africa and because of his rhetorical expertise had attracted the attention of Diocletian who appointed him teacher of Latin Oratory in his capital Nicomedia.  Lactantius became a Christian late in life and when Diocletian's great persecution of the Christians began to rage he resigned his post around 304, moved to the West and began writing in defence of Christianity.  He became quite poverty stricken, but was called out of retirement around 317 by Emperor Constantine to tutor his eldest son Crispus in Treveris, Gaul (now Trier, Germany).  Lactantius died around 320.  His surviving works are "Divine Institutes" which repudiates both philosophy and deluding superstitions, and "The Death of the Persecutors" which documents the fact that persecuting emperors suffer while virtuous and just emperors prosper.
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321-330 AD

	321


	CONSTANTINE DECREES THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK A HOLIDAY – Constantine issued the law in 321, and referred to this day as "the venerable day of the sun".  It was in reference to the Roman pagan holiday dies solis "Sun's Day", which is where the English (Sunday) and German (Sonntag) names come from for the first day of the week.  Constantine declared, "On the venerable day of the sun, let the magistrates and the people residing in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed.  In the country, however, persons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully continue their pursuits; because it often happens that another day is not so suitable for grain-sowing or for vine-planting."  For the first time, slaves had a day off.  The law was aimed at providing a day of worship suitable for all people, the pagan sun-worshippers, and the Christians who had worshipped on the first day of the week, resurrection day, from the beginning (Acts 20:7, 1Corinthians 16:2).

Constantine gave the mainstream church legal rights; large financial donations (especially to North Africa); restored all property that had been confiscated during the great persecution and granted compensation; he gave to the bishop of Rome the imperial property of the Lateran Palace (which became the customary residence of bishops and popes of Rome until the fourteenth century).  He was harsh however on schisms from the church and heretics, for example, the North African Donatists received no such imperial favour, and according to Eusebius, the Novationists who were separatists from the church in Rome, even received an edict wherein he addressed them as haters of truth, and forbade them to meet, not merely in public but even in private homes (this would change after the Council of Nicea in 325). 
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	AUDIANI – A group which took its name from Audi an ascetic deacon near Edessa who criticised worldliness in the church and clergy. Audi was mistreated and left the church becoming a bishop of a monastic community in the deserts. His group won Gothic adherents.



	324
	COLLUTHUS – Presbyter of Alexandria who was the first to sign the deposition of Arius [see 325] in an encyclical of Alexander [see above] of Alexandria in 321. In 324 a synod of Alexandria deposed a presbyter, Ischyras, who had been ordained by Colluthus, and received him back into the church as a layman. Colluthus died prior to the 339 Egyptian synod where it was affirmed that his ordinations were invalid. Later, Philastrius [d 397] followed by Augustine charged Colluthus with the heresy of denying that God made evil.
CONSTANTINE THE GREAT – SOLE RULER OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE [324-337].  In 324 Constantine defeated his brother-in-law Licinius in two battles to become sole ruler of the empire.  The first battle was at Hadrianopolis (in present day European Turkey), and then Licinius surrendered in the second at Chrysopolis (north-western Turkey).  Three weeks later Constantine renamed the city of Byzantium, Nova Roma (New Rome), had the foundation rites performed for his new capital, and immediately began to rebuild the city on a grand scale.  (This decision was sound both strategically and economically, for Rome had been unsuited to the needs of the empire long before this, as Diocletian had recognised.)  

When Constantine became emperor he issued a general exhortation for subjects to become Christians, but used discretion and caution in his relation to heathenism: "Let no one molest another in this matter, but let every one be free to follow the bias of his own mind.  With regard to those who will hold themselves aloof from us, let them have, if they please, their temples of lies: we have the glorious edifice of Thy truth which Thou hast given us as our home.  We pray, however, that they may receive the same blessing."  There were however certain temples dedicated to disgraceful rites that were commanded to be destroyed, and midnight sacrificial offerings to the powers of darkness which led to scenes of unrestrained depravity, were abolished.

Constantine wasn't baptised until on his deathbed, and the reasons put forward for this have been firstly, a remark he made when about to undergo the ritual, "I had thought to do this in the waters of the Jordan, wherein our Saviour for our example is recorded to have been baptised"; and secondly, the rather superstitious estimate of baptism that was held in this day, of it being a means of magical absolution better received near the end of ones life when the chance of defiling the soul with new sins was less.
LABARUM – The first Christian military standard, designed by Constantine from his celestial vision and dream on the eve of the military victory at Milvian Bridge in 313. From 324 it was the official standard of the Roman Empire. Fashioned after legionary standards it substituted the old pagan symbols for the form of a cross surmounted by a jewelled wreath containing the monogram of Christ, on which hung a purple banner inscribed “hoc signo victor eris”

PAULINUS OF TYRE Primate of Antioch [324-325] see also 314 and 325



	325
	ARIUS – Presbyter (teaching elder) of the Alexandrian church.  Arius denied that the Son of God is eternal and he speculated about the origin of the pre-incarnate logos.  His conclusions denied the full deity of Jesus Christ the Son of God.  This became known as the Arian controversy and the necessity of dealing with it led to definitive Christian doctrine.  (The modern form of this heresy is proposed by the Jehovah’s Witnesses.)  Arius originally came from Libya and had his theological training in Antioch under Lucian who was head of the Antiochene School.  
About 323 when Arius was a presbyter of the Alexandrian church his teaching was investigated by his bishop, Alexander, and when a dispute arose, Emperor Constantine sent his ecclesiastical advisor (Hosius, a Spanish bishop) to Alexandria in 324 to settle it.  Arius was condemned at this synod; the bishops were from Egypt and Libya.  Arius appealed to Eusebius bishop of Nicomedia (a school friend) who supported and sheltered him, and sponsored a synod in Bithynia which nullified the excommunication.  
Constantine wrote to the agitators and maintained there was no adequate cause in the nature of the issue for such fierce contention (thereby proving his lack of theological insight). He pointed out to them that philosophers could differ on particular views and yet maintain harmony because of teachings held in common.  But such was the importance of this issue that they could not be fobbed off with the example of pagan philosophers. Constantine felt obliged to call upon the bishops to hold a general council. In 336 Arius was restored to imperial favour and brought back from banishment but before he could be formally restored to church fellowship he collapsed and died while walking on the streets of Nova Roma (Constantinople).  

CANON LAW – A body of ecclesiastical rules or laws drawn up and imposed by authority in all matters of faith, morals and discipline. The importance of councils determined the degree of authority attached to the canons; those from Nicea [see below] possessed great authority. The African churches held frequent sessions that produced a lot of canonical material as evidenced in the council of Chalcedon [see 451]. Their work was supplemented by individuals; men such as Bishops Gregory Thaumaturgas [see 270], Basil of Caesarea [see 370], and Aphilochius of Iconium [see 373]; [see also Decretals 1545]. 

ECUMENICAL COUNCILS –Councils representing the whole church hence called ecumenical from the Greek word meaning the inhabited world. The Roman Catholic Church recognises 21 such councils as having been ecumenical, and according to Canon Law, an ecumenical council must be convoked by the pope, and all diocesan bishops of the church must be invited. Its decrees are binding only upon papal ratification and the rulings of the papacy cannot be appealed to a council..  There were eight starting with Nicea in 325; Constantinople I [381]; Ephesus [431]; Charlcedon [451]; Constantinople II [553]; Constantinople III [680- 681]; Nicea II [787]; Constantinople IV [869-870] [See also 1123 and 1545]
EUSTATHIUS Primate of Antioch [325-332] see also 324 and 332. A prominent and eloquent opponent of Arianism at the Council of Nicea in 325, he attracted the opposition of the Eusebians, the more so because of his strong criticism of Origen [see 230] and because after his return to Antioch he refused to accept Arian clergy and entered into bitter correspondence with Eusebius of Caesarea [see 314]. He was deposed at the synod of Antioch, probably for insulting the emperor's mother, Helena. Constantine banished him to Thrace which further suggests non-theological factors in his deposition. His developed Christology is an anticipation of Nestorianism [see 428]. His only complete surviving work is the sermon on the witch of Endor which was an attack on Origen.

HOMOEANS – In the controversies stirred by the insertion of “homoousios” into the creed of Nicea [325] one group sought to counter the objectionable term by using homoios which means “like”. The compromise saw its chief but short lived success under the patronage of Arian sympathiser Emperor Valens [364-378] at the synods of Nice and Constantinople whose creeds incorporate the Homoean formula qualified by “according to the Scriptures”.

NICAEA, COUNCIL OF – Called in 325 to settle the Arian controversy.  It was the first ecumenical council, and was held at Nicaea, Bithynia (now Iznik, Turkey) near Constantine's capital Nicomedia.  Invitations were sent to bishops from every section of the empire with Constantine supplying generously for their conveyance to the meeting.  Three hundred and eighteen bishops attended, accompanied by numerous presbyters and deacons, but only the bishops would have the privilege of voting.  Constantine attended the Council and addressed the assembly in Latin and it was translated into Greek for the Eastern bishops.  Representing the three viewpoints of the controversy were Arias, supported by Eusebius of Nicomedia, the smallest party; Eusebius of Caesarea, leader of the moderate or semi Arian (and largest) party; and Alexander of Alexandria accompanied by his deacon and secretary, the young and brilliant Athanasius, whose notes and circulars on behalf of Alexander had a profound effect on the outcome of the Council.  

At the council, Arius argued that the Son was created out of nothing in eternity past by the Father and is not of the same essence or substance as the Father; he is not Deity.  Eusebius of Caesarea put forward that the Son was begotten by the Father in eternity past and is of a similar essence or substance to the Father.  The viewpoint of Athanasius however was emphatic: the Son is coequal and coeternal with the Father and of the same essence or substance.  The council condemned the Arian and semi-Arian concepts, and issued the "Nicene Creed". 

It was a carefully worded statement of doctrine, the essential factor being the safeguard against any denial of the Deity of the Son.  The foundation for the creed came from baptismal creeds submitted at the council, with the final draft including very important additions, especially the homoousios clause.  This clause was the erudite statement of Athanasius that the Son is of one substance with the Father. The 3 viewpoints:

Arias – the Son being of separate substance to the Father – ousiai.

Semi-Arian – the Son being of similar substance to the Father – homoiousios.

Athanasius clause – the Son being of one substance with the Father – homoousios.
The difference between the Athanasius clause and the semi-Arian expression was a single iota (i). It gave rise to the popular expression "It makes not one iota of difference", but of course it makes a whole world of difference to orthodox doctrine.  Involved are the doctrines of the Trinity, Creation, and Redemption.

NICENE CREED – “We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, the only-begotten, that is, of the essence of the Father, God of God, and Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made in heaven and on earth; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down, and was incarnate, and was made man; He suffered, and the third day He rose again, and ascended into heaven, from whence He cometh to judge the quick and the dead.  And (we believe) in the Holy Ghost.  And those who say, there was a time when He (the Son) was not, and that He was not before He was made, and He was made out of nothing, or out of another substance or thing, or the Son of God is created, or changeable, or alterable, the holy catholic and apostolic Church anathematises."  (The Nicene Creed used in Roman Catholic churches worldwide is a misleading term for their creed differs in many respects.) 

Also on the agenda of the Council of Nicaea was the ongoing problem about the date for the one-day celebration of Pascha Passover (Easter).  It was decreed that Pascha should be observed on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the spring equinox but technical difficulties prevented a clear settlement of the issue.  [See 155 for the beginning of this controversy.]

NICHOLAS OF MYRA – Very little is known about Nicholas from whom Santa Claus is derived. He is reputed to have suffered imprisonment under the Roman emperor Diocletian only to be released to serve as one of the bishops at the Council of Nicaea in 325, a supposition which is not supported by any of the records of Nicaea.



	326
	CONSTANTINE celebrated his 20th anniversary as emperor in 326, and went to repeat the celebrations in Rome but it was not a successful visit, for his refusal to take part in a pagan procession offended them; he left after a short visit and never returned.  During this trip, Constantine ordered the execution of his 21 year old eldest son Crispus, and Fausta his second wife (step-mother of Crispus) was executed a short time afterward.  This sad episode of a family embroilment is shrouded in mystery, but the story which circulated at the time was that Fausta, in order to advance her own sons, accused Crispus of attempting to seduce her. Upon the execution of Crispus, Helena, his devoted and grief-stricken grandmother denounced Fausta.
SEBASTE, THE 40 MARTYRS OF – These were members of the so-called Thundering Legion who were left naked on the ice of a frozen lake at Sebaste Armenia about 320 and who froze to death in sight of baths of hot water set up on the banks of the river to tempt them to recant. The place of one who recanted was taken by one of the pagan guards who was moved to conversion by what he saw. The incident was recorded by Basil of Caesarea and Gregory of Nyssa.



	327
	HELENA [248-327] – First wife of Constantius and mother of Constantine [see 312]. She was of humble origin and her relationship with Constantius might have been that of a concubine rather than a wife. In any case Emperor Maximian required that she should be divorced in favour of his stepdaughter Theodora. After Constantine’s succession in 306 she was present at his court, where she was greatly honoured. In her old age she visited the Holy Land, where her name is associated with erection of churches on sites connected with Jesus. She was probably buried at Constantinople.


	328
	ATHANASIUS I [296‑373] – Patriarch of Alexandria [328‑373] [see also 313 and 373]. Athanasius was a champion of orthodoxy against Arianism, he became the bishop of Alexandria at 33 years of age.  Athanasius was exiled 5 times by 4 different emperors totalling seventeen years of hiding and flight over a period of 30 years, sometimes in Europe, at others in the desert with monks or in Alexandria shielded by his people. In the 4th century he saved the church almost single-handedly from pagan intellectualism.  

Athanasius was a prolific writer, among which included a classic work of Orthodox theology 'The Incarnation of the Word of God' and a two-part work of apologetics 'Against the Heathen'.  He also wrote 'Life of Anthony', Bible commentaries, and theological treatises.  Important among his works are 'The Letters' written to Sarapion an Egyptian monk, on the divinity of the Holy Spirit, as well as letters to Epictetus, bishop of Corinth, which anticipate future controversies in defending the humanity of Christ.  During his banishments he kept in touch with his flock with annual 'Festal Letters'.  His decade of peace at home in Alexandria commenced in 346 and he wrote 'Apology Against the Arians'.  While in exile in Egypt he completed a huge theological work called 'Four Orations Against the Arians', as well as 'Apology to Constantius', 'Apology of His Flight', and 'History of the Arians'.  
The Arians, led by Bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia, and semi-Arians led by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea were very influential at court and several attempts to poison the mind of Constantine against Athanasius were eventually successful.  At the synod in Constantinople in 336 he was falsely accused of threatening to interfere with the grain supply from Egypt, and without any formal trial Constantine exiled him to the Rhineland.  When Constantine died in 337 Athanasius returned to Alexandria but in 338 Constantius II renewed the order of banishment and installed an Arian bishop in Alexandria.  Athanasius was given refuge in Rome by Emperor Constans and Julius the bishop of Rome until his return to Alexandria in 346.  This was his second exile in Europe and as a result the Latin church of the West was influenced and greatly benefited.
In 346 Emperor Constans pressured his brother Constantius in the East and secured the return of Athanasius from exile.  He was welcomed home in Egypt like a popular hero and spent almost a decade of peaceful years as bishop of Alexandria. After the death of Constans in 350 and the civil war that followed, Constantius resumed his pro-Arian policy.  In 355 political charges were made against Athanasius; he was banished for the third time and Constantius imposed upon all Western bishops 'The Condemnation of Athanasius', many of whom were exiled for not signing.   In 356 at a Pascha service an attempt was made to arrest Athanasius and he withdrew to Upper Egypt where he was protected in monasteries or the homes of friends.
In 361 after his initial toleration Julian ordered Athanasius to leave Alexandria. He spent his fourth exile in Upper Egypt and it lasted until the emperor's death in 363. Julian's rule lasted 18 months and that was the extent of the mini revival of worshipping pagan gods. Valens favoured Arianism and ordered the fifth exile of Athanasius. This time Athanasius stayed in the outskirts of Alexandria hidden by the brethren until local authorities in 366 persuaded the emperor to reconsider.  Athanasius spent a few years in peace before his death in 373.

Athanasius' Festal Letter to Alexandria in 367 listed all 27 books of the New Testament allowing for the Eastern Church to complete its New Testament Canon. [See canon of Scripture 367] 
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	330
	CONSTANTINOPLE – Officially inaugurated on May 11, 330.  Constantinople (formerly Byzantium) was the capital until 1453 of the Eastern Roman Empire (called Byzantine Empire by later historians).  It wasn't until Constantine died 7 years after this inauguration that the city was actually named Konstantinopolis (city of Constantine).  Constantine called Byzantium, Nova Roma. 

The early history of Byzantium began in the 7th century BC when Greek colonists from Megara (a town near Athens) settled there and founded the city Byzantion, named after their king, Byzas.  Byzantium is the Latanisation of the original name.  In 512 BC, Darius the Persian king took the settlement but then the Athenians took control in 478.  The city acknowledged Sparta's supremacy as Athenian power weakened during the Peloponnesian War, and although it was besieged and retaken by an Athenian general, Sparta prevailed over Athens in 405 BC.  Byzantium joined the Second Athenian League in 343 and withstood the siege of Phillip II of Macedon three years later, but accepted Macedonian rule under Phillip's son, Alexander the Great.  Independence was gained with the fall of Alexander's empire.  In the 3rd century BC Byzantium's treasury was drained to buy off marauding Gauls.  Under Rome it was at first a free city but gradually fell under imperial control.  When it sided with a usurper in 196 AD, Emperor Septimus Severus massacred the populace of Byzantium, broke down the walls, and annexed what was left of the city to Heraclea Perinthus (another city in Thrace).  It was sacked again by Emperor Gallienus in 268 AD but during the following years of civil wars and rebellions across the empire, Byzantium remained untouched until Constantine chose it for his capital.

The fourth and fifth centuries were a period of great heresies and as these theological battles emerged Constantinople emerged as the second most important religious centre of Christianity after Rome with the Bishop of Constantinople beginning to compete with his western rival. In addition with the language difference with Latin in the west and Greek in the east there was also a tendency to separate.

After the capture of Constantinople in 1453 the Patriarch of Constantinople continued to keep his office in the city. The Turks tended to treat their Christian subjects well and in the four centuries of Turkish rule and to this day the Patriarch of Constantinople is the head of the Greek Orthodox Church but does not include the other branches of Eastern Orthodoxy. 

CODEX SINAITICUS – an uncial manuscript of the New Testament which was transcribed around 330.  It is the oldest extant Greek codex.  A codex is the earliest form of a modern book; a collection of leaves or pages of parchment written on both sides and stitched together.  It replaced the scrolls and wax tablets.  Uncial refers to the 'inch' size letters used in Greek and Latin manuscripts in the third to ninth centuries that resemble modern capitals (in printing they are called majuscule compared to minuscule).  Codex Sinaiticus was discovered in 1859 by Konstantin von Tischendorf (a German biblical critic) at the Monastery of St. Catherine at the foot of Mt. Sinai (i.e. the traditional site on the peninsular not the real Mt. Sinai that Paul says is in Arabia).  Tischendorf presented the manuscript to Tsar Alexander II of Russia who had sponsored his trip and it remained in St. Petersburg/Leningrad until 1933 when it was sold to the British Museum for 100,000 pounds by the Soviet Union. 
JUVENCUS, GAIUS VETTIUS AQUILINUS – Christian poet. A Spanish priest whose fame rests on his epic of Christ's Life in about 3,200 hexameters. This is the earliest important Christian counterpart to pagan epics. Drawn mainly from Matthew, his work closely paraphrases the Gospels specially Christ's words. He was highly respected in mediaeval times.
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	332
	EULALIOS Primate of Antioch [332] see also 325 and 333


	333
	BORDEAUX PILGRIM – An anonymous traveller from Burdigala (now Bordeaux) in Gaul to Jerusalem in 333, returning to Mediolanum (Milan) Italy in 334. The man recorded the itinerary of his journey, the sites shown to him in the Holy Land, and also wrote about the buildings which Constantine and his family gave to the area. It is the first record of a western pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and the earliest mention for some of these things. His itinerary is known as Itinerarium Burdigalense. 
EUPHRONIUS Primate of Antioch [333-334] see also 332 and 334



	334
	MAXIMUS III Primate of Jerusalem[334-348] see 314 and 350

PHILACLUS Primate of Antioch [334-341] see also 333 and 341


	335
	TYRE, SYNOD OF – Dealt with the Arian controversy. The Council of Nicea in 325 didn't end the controversy, doctrinal debate continued and was complicated by rivalry among bishops as well as the intrusion of imperial politics.  The synod held in Tyre in 335 deposed bishops Athanasius of Alexandria, Marcellus of Ancyra, and Asclepiades of Gaza.  Athanasius refuted charges brought against him of mistreatment of Arians before a hostile gathering of Arian bishops, and he refused to recognise the meeting as a general council of the church.


	336
	SYNOD OF CONSTANTINOPLE, ATHANASIUS EXILED – The Arians, led by Bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia, and semi-Arians led by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea were very influential at court and several attempts to poison the mind of Constantine against Athanasius were eventually successful.  At the synod in Constantinople in 336 he was falsely accused of threatening to interfere with the grain supply from Egypt, and without any formal trial Constantine exiled him to the Rhineland.  He returned to Alexandria when Constantine died the following year.

BASIL OF ANCYRA – Semi-Arian bishop who succeeded to the see of Ancyra in 336 when Marcellus was exiled by Constantine.  Basil was deposed by the western bishops in 342 at the Synod of Sardica but reinstated by Constantius II in 348.  In 359 he played a major part in the Synod of Ariminum in his effort to reconcile the various parties of the Arian Controversy but was eventually deposed by heretical eastern bishops in 360 and died in exile in Illyricum around 364.

CHRISTMAS – The earliest mention of the celebration of December 25th is in the Philocalian Calendar compiled in 354 which cites its observance in Rome in 336. It would not appear to have been celebrated in Antioch until around 375. By 380 it was being observed in Constantinople and by 430 in Alexandria.
MARK – Bishop of Rome for less than a year.  He is credited with having given the bishops of Ostia the right to ordain new bishops of Rome.  The Romans considered Ostia their first colony. It was originally at the mouth of the Tiber but now the ancient ruin of Ostia Antica is 6km upstream.  Mark succeeded Sylvester I [see 314] and was succeeded by Julius I [see 337].



	337
	CONSTANTINE'S SONS GOVERN THE EMPIRE – When Constantine died in 337, his three sons, Constantine, Constantius, and Constans, each took the title of augustus and divided the empire between them.  There were a few months of confusion at the beginning of the new administration when soldiers massacred the other members of the Constantinian family, and suspicion fell on Constantius as being responsible.  

CONSTANTINE II – ruler of Spain, Gaul, and Britannia [337‑340].  He launched a surprise invasion of northern Italy in 340 to seize the central empire from his brother Constans but was killed in the ensuing battle.

CONSTANTIUS II – ruler of the East [337-350], sole ruler of the empire [350‑361].  Between 338 and 350 Constantius was engaged in continual warfare with Shapur II of Persia.  The attempts of Constantius to create religious unity under Arianism failed but to that end he deposed and exiled orthodox bishops, passed laws against pagan religion, and directed some of his religious legislation against Jews.  In 341 Constantius issued an edict forbidding the heathen to burn incense to the gods.  Edicts in 346 and 356 ordered the closure of temples and the death sentence for burning incense to the gods, although there wasn't a rigorous enforcement of these laws.  His so-called benevolent policy toward the church seems to have been at the expense of the heathen.  Hilary, the bishop of Poitiers in Gaul, wrote in Against Constantius, "With the gold of the State you burden the sanctuary of God; and what is plundered from the temples, or won by confiscations, or extorted by punishments, you obtrude upon God."  

CONSTANS – ruler of Italy, Africa, and Illyricum [337‑340], ruler of the West [340-350].  Constans was sympathetic to the Nicene party of the Arian Controversy and threw his weight behind the orthodox bishops. 
JULIUS I – Bishop of Rome [337‑352].  In 341 Julius presided over a synod in Rome regarding the Arian Controversy, the outcome of which supported the Nicene position of Athanasius.  Julius then wrote letters to the eastern bishops in support of their banished bishops, Athanasius of Alexandria and Marcellus of Ancyra, but to no avail.  Although Marcellus had supported the Nicene homoousios clause scholars say he actually held an extreme view; i.e. the Word of God became The Son only at the Incarnation. Julius succeeded Mark [see 336] and was succeeded by Liberius [see 352].

PACHOMIUS [c.287-346] – Egyptian pioneer of monasticism. He was won to Christianity while a military conscript by the kindness of the Christians of Thebes. He learned the solitary life before settling at the abandoned village of Tabennisi in 320 to fulfil his vision of an ascetic life patterned on the primitive Jerusalem community. His followers gathered at Easter and in August in general assembly at Pboou his second settlement and headquarters from 337. The monasteries appear as self-sufficient profitable agricultural communities or manufacturing complexes with almost a military form of organisation. Within the monastery the monks were allotted according to their skills to houses in numbers of 30 to 40 each which formed the basic unit of community life. His example was taken by Basil the Great [see 370] and modified for Christian ideals of community and service life.

PAUL I – Bishop of Constantinople [337-339, 341-342, 346-350] succeeded Alexander [see 314]. As soon as Alexander died the Arians and Orthodox parties clashed with the Orthodox gaining the upper hand and Paul being elected. Emperor Constantius II returned to Constantinople and banished Paul in 339 and installed Eusebius of Nicodemia in his stead. Eusebius died in 341 and the people restored Paul. His renewed tenure of office was short as Constantius who was in Antioch ordered Hermogenes his general of cavalry to remove Paul. The people of Constantinople responded by killing Hermogenes and burning his house. Constantius returned and in 342 drove Paul into exile again setting Macedonias as bishop until 346. Paul and Athanasius then went to Rome where Bishop Julius I ruled that they were orthodox and both of them regained their sees in 346 with Paul in control to 350. Constantius was at least consistent as he sent another legate Phillipus to Constantinople to reinstate Macedonias and in 351 Macedonias I was restored and held office until 360. Paul was removed and eventually died at Cuscusus in Armenia.


	338
	EPHRAEM THE SYRIAN [306-373] – Classical writer of the Syrian church who was made a deacon in 338. At some time he probably lived as a monk, but apparently never entered the priesthood. After the Persian occupation of Nisibis he fled to Edessa where his life was spent in teaching, preaching, and literary activities. His writings are many, covering different aspects of theology and church life. He also composed many hymns and poems.


	339
	EUSEBIUS OF NICOMEDIA – Bishop of Constantinople [339-341]. Originally the bishop of Berytus, modern day Beirut, and subsequently Nicomedia, he was given the see of Constantinople by Constantius II after the first deposition of Paul [see 337]. He was a distant relation of Constantine whom he baptised in 337. He was a supporter of Arius but changed his mind and after long and heated opposition signed the Confession at the first council of Nicaea in 325. His defence of Arius angered Constantine and he went into exile for a while. Bishop Eusebius should not be confused with the church historian of the same name.
FRUMENTIUS – First bishop of Axumis. He and his brother accompanied their teacher Meropus on a voyage from Tyre to Ethiopia. Here they were both captured and taken to the king at Axumis. The brothers were Christians, and were persuaded by the Queen Mother to remain after the death of the king and to help with the education of the prince and with the government during the prince’s minority. As a result they were able to promote to the Christian faith. On the prince’s majority they were permitted to return to their own country. Frumentius visited Alexandria around 339 and was consecrated bishop of Axumis by Athanasius. He took the title "Öur Father" which was retained by primates of the Ethiopian church.
SERAPION OF THMUIS [d. c.362] – Bishop of Thmuis who was the superior of a colony of monks and friend of Anthony. He was consecrated bishop of Thmuis, Lower Egypt, around 339. He was sent by Athanasius with four other Egyptian bishops in 356 to the court of Emperor Constantius II to refute Arian charges. Later he was ousted from his see by an Arian, Ptolemaius, in 359. He reported to Athanasius concerning some Egyptian Christians who believed the Holy Spirit was merely a creature rather than God. The four letters Athanasius wrote to Serapion about this constitute the first formal statement of the deity of the Holy Spirit.



	340
	ETHIOPIA [see also 1268] – It was said that Frumentius [see 339] and Edesius of Tyre were taken as prisoners to Abyssinia, but in gaining favour with the Emperor Ezana were set free and began to evangelise the country. About 340 Frumentius was consecrated bishop of Ethiopia by Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria. At the close of the fifth century nine monks reportedly came from Syria, and the Ethiopian church was confirmed in the Monophysitism that had characterised the original link with Alexandria. The Christian influence declined as Islamic influence spread in Africa though contact was still maintained with the Coptic Church.  
PAUL OF THEBES [d. c.340] – Traditionally the first Christian hermit. He was born during the Decian persecution [249-251] and fled to a cave near the Red Sea at the age of 16 when he is said to have lived a life of prayer and penitence for about 100 years. He is said to have been visited by Antony when he was 113 but there is no confirmation of this visit. In later art Paul is represented with a palm tree from the leaves of which he wove a tunic.




341-350 AD

	341
	ANTIOCH SYNOD – held in 341 for the dedication of a cathedral built by Constantine I.  At the synod the eastern bishops discussed the Arian controversy; they denied being Arians and repudiated the extremes of both Arius and Marcellus.  A new creed was drawn up with a modified Arianism to replace the Nicene Creed.  Missing, was the important homoousios clause that The Son was of the same substance as The Father.  The creed was inadequate; teaching that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are "three persons, in agreement one" (with only one will). 
ASTERIUS THE SOPHIST – was an Arian theologian, a disciple of Lucian, the teacher at Antioch. His writings confirm that baptism was a regular part of the Easter vigil leading up to the Eucharist on Easter day. An intriguing hymn to Easter night survives in his homilies. 
JACOB OF NISBIS – Jacob was a solitary ascetic and made bishop of Nisibis by popular acclaim. A confessor in the persecution of Maximus he took a leading part in the Council of Nicaea and is classed favourably by Athanasius with Hosius of Cordova and Alexander of Alexandria. Apparently he subscribed to the decrees of the Dedication Council of Antioch in 341. Nicknamed “the Moses in Mesopotamia” he organised a week of public prayer which was coincided with the death of Arius. He so strongly defended Nisibis against the Persians that after he died his bones were treated as guarantees of civic protection but they were removed when Nisibis fell in 363.
STEPHEN I Primate of Antioch [341-345] see also 334 and 345


	342
	MACEDONIUS I – Bishop of Constantinople [342-346, 351-360] succeeded Paul [see 337] on two occasions. He encouraged a sect called the Macedonians who were later suppressed as heretical. He had hoped to replace Paul in 339 at the time of Paul’s first exile but the see was given to Eusebius [see 339].  Macedonius however did gain the see from 342-346 while Paul was in exile and synods and counter synods held about Paul’s case.  Constans the emperor of the West eventually forced Paul to be reinstated but after Constans was murdered in 350 Constantius became sole ruler of the empire and deposed Paul for the last time placing Macedonius in charge for a ten year period. On his return to the see he treated his opponents very poorly, one of the contemporary writers saying “his exploits on behalf of Christianity consisted of murders, battles, incarcerations and civil wars. He was deposed in 360 on the grounds of cruelty and canonical irregularities.
SYNOD OF SARDICA [342] – General council of the church convened by Emperors Constantius and Constans at the request of Julius bishop of Rome and several other bishops.  It was called to settle the Arian Controversy, especially the question of the orthodoxy of three deposed eastern bishops – Athanasius of Alexandria, Marcellus of Ancyra, and Asclepiades of Gaza, who had all been deposed at the Synod of Tyre in 335 and exiled to the West.  It was held in Sardica, in the Eastern province of Thrace (now Sofia, Bulgaria).  When Athanasius appeared at the council and was accepted as a member of it the Arians from the East refused to take part.  With a Spanish bishop presiding (Hosius of Cordoba), the Western and Egyptian bishops went ahead with the council, and the three Eastern bishops in question were declared orthodox but a number of other Eastern bishops were declared Arian.  The Eastern bishops who had withdrawn from the council wrote and circulated a letter condemning Hosius, Julius, and others for holding communion with Athanasius.  Relations between the West and East were embittered still further after this. Of other interest were three canons to come out of this council which authorised the bishop of Rome as a court of appeal for bishops condemned in their own provinces. This authority was for some of the circumstances, not all, but it is of interest with a view to history.
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	345


	APHRAATES were the 23 Syriac Tractates of Aphrahat written 337-345 which are the earliest existing evidence of Syrian church life and thought. An ascetic from Mosul, Aphrahat taught God in Christ, the Spirit and Resurrection, baptism and asceticism. God the creator gave the law to Moses, Christ is the Son of God whose holy spirit enters a man at baptism and helps him attain resurrection. 

LEONTIUS Primate of Antioch [345-350] see also 341 and 350

MALABAR CHRISTIANS [see also 1330] – These are the St Thomas Christians of south west India with Malabar being broadly equivalent to the present state of Kerala. Tradition holds that St Thomas landed at Cranganore in 52 AD and founded churches in seven places in Kerala. A separate tradition concerns immigration of Syrian Christians at Craganore in 345 after the king and the bishop of Edessa had resolved to reinforce the churches in Kerala. The leader was Thomas of Cana. A subsequent immigration Syrians at Quilon is traditionally dated at 823.
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	348


	ANCHORITE or ANCHORESS was a person who becomes a hermit in order to triumph over the flesh in prayer, contemplation and mortification which became respected in the 4th and 5th centuries. Later it became the name by which those who lived as hermits, who had previously been associated with a monastery, were known. Some in Syria, where Simeon the Stylite [see 459] is the best known, engaged in amazing acts of asceticism in their anchorite experience.
SPYRIDON [d. c.348] – Bishop of Tremithius, Cyprus. Spydiron was a shepherd who suffered in the persecution under Diocletian and later became a bishop and attended the Council of Nicaea in 325. He also attended the Council of Sardica in 342. At the Council of Nicaea he recited the statement of Christian faith to a pagan philosopher named Eulogius who had previously disputed with other Christians but this time it led to his conversion and baptism.

 

	349


	

	350
	ABYSSINIA (Ethiopia) – The ruling class in Abyssinia (Kingdom of Axumis) accepted Christianity from Syrian captives.  Two brothers from Tyre, Frumentius and Aedesius, were the only survivors of a science expedition after their sailing vessel was attacked when it put into shore on the coast of Abyssinia.  Their teacher Meropius plus the crew were murdered and the brothers taken captive to the king at Aximus, placed in his service and eventually promoted to positions of honour.  During this time the queen was led to Christ, and after the death of the king the brothers assisted with educating the two princes, and in governing until the elder was of age.  The Christian faith was promoted during their time there, and in due course they were permitted to return home.  Frumentius visited Alexandria and is said to have been made bishop of Axumis by Athanasius around 350.  

CANDLEMAS – The festival originated in the Jerusalem church in 350 where it was called 'The Meeting' i.e. of Jesus and Simeon.  It commemorated the presentation of Jesus in the Temple – 40 days after his birth.  In 542 Emperor Justinian will order its observance in Constantinople. In the East it is called "the meeting" ‑ of Jesus and Simeon in the Temple. Pope Sergius [687-701] will introduce it to Rome as Candlemas except it will commemorate the purification of Mary – 40 days after giving birth. 

CONSTANTIUS II – became sole ruler of the empire in 350 when his brother Constans was slain in a mutiny.  Constantius had been occupied in the East for over a decade against Shapur II of Persia but returned to Europe in 350 to confront two usurpers.  Vetranio who was commander of the Danube forces was persuaded to give up, but Magnentius of the Imperial Guard unit who had seized the territories of Constans and had him killed, proved difficult to shift.  Constantius eventually defeated Magnentius in 351 although there were heavy casualties on both sides.  Magnentius chose to fall on his sword.

CYRIL I Primate of Jerusalem [350-386] see 334 and 386. Cyril soon came into conflict with Bishop Acacius of Caesarea [see 366] because during a famine he sold church property donated by the emperor to feed the poor. After being deposed at a local synod he appealed to the emperor and though cleared he was exiled by Constantius but was able to return when Julian the Apostate began to reign in 361. His reign continued to be turbulent depending on who was reigning. Cyril’s 24 Catecheses are his chief surviving work.
EUDOXIUS Primate of Antioch [350-354] see also 345 and 354 . Eudoxius was Patriarch of Constantinople [360-370] [see also 360]




351-360 AD

	351
	ULFILAS or WULFILA (Gothic) [311‑383] – Arian bishop of the Gothic Christians who wrote the earliest translation of the Bible into a Germanic language.  Ulfilas invented the Gothic alphabet and translated a large part of the Bible from Greek, producing the earliest text of a Gothic Bible.  Although his original translation has not survived, several extant documents of the 5th and 6th centuries reproduce fragments of his work, the most important being "Codex Argentaeus", which is written in gold and silver on purple-red parchment.  These documents not only preserve the Gothic alphabet but are the only record of the Gothic language, which is now extinct.  Ulfilas is said to have come from north of the Danube, and was ordained bishop in 341 by Eusebius of Nicomedia, the Arian bishop of Constantinople.  Around 375 he obtained imperial permission to move persecuted Christians over the Danube into Roman territory.  The Gothic Church was Arian from the start for Ulfilas taught the “similarity” of the Son to the Father and the complete subordination of the Holy Spirit.  The Arian form of Christianity was accepted not only by the Goths, Visigoths and Ostrogoths, but other Germanic peoples, including Vandals, and Burgundians.


	352
	LIBERIUS – Bishop of Rome [352‑366] during whose time the emperors constantly meddled in church affairs mainly in the area of Arianism. In 355 Liberius refused to sign 'The Condemnation of Athanasius' and was exiled to Thrace by Constantius with the emperor installing Felix his own Arian nominee as bishop of Rome.  In 357 Liberius was summoned to Sirmium, submitted to the authority of Constantius and signed an Arian creed and agreed to sever relations with Athanasius.  He was then allowed to return to Rome as bishop whereupon Felix fled, and although Constantius decreed that they should co-rule it was disregarded.   After the death of Constantius in 361 the Arian faction declined in the West.  In 366 Liberius received into communion representatives from the Eastern church fleeing from Valens the pro Arian emperor. He succeeded Julius I [see 337] and was succeeded by Damasus I [see 366].


	353
	HILARY – Bishop of Poitiers, Gaul, elected around 353.  He was exiled from 356-360 to Phrygia by Emperor Constantius for not signing 'The Condemnation of Athanasius'.  While in Phrygia he wrote a work about the Trinity, and another explaining the history of the Arian controversy, exhorting believers in the East to rally against those who held the Son to be less than the Father.  Hilary was then expelled from the East by Constantius, and he spent his last years in Poitiers combating Arianism, and writing a commentary on the Psalms and a work on Typology.  His stance for orthodoxy almost alone in Gaul earned him the title 'The Athanasius of the West".
MARCELLINA [c.330-398] – Sister of Satyrus [see 375] and Ambrose [see 374] of Milan. Born in Rome she helped her mother with Ambrose's education after her father's death. She was consecrated a virgin by Pope Liberius 353. Later she lived at Milan with Ambrose who tried to dissuade her from excessive austerities.

NERSES (Narses the Great) [326-373] – Armenian Catholic Patriarch [Catholicos]. Born into possibly a royal family he married a princess and after her death Nerses was ordained a priest. In 353 he became the patriarch of Armenia which marks a new era in Armenian history. Until then the church had been identified with the royal family and the nobility. Nerses brought it closer to the people with numerous laws on marriage, fast days and divine worship. He built schools and hospitals and sent monks throughout the land preaching the gospel. Some of the reforms brought him into conflict with King Arshak III who expelled him to Edessa. On the king's death he returned at the command of King Pap in 369 only to repeat his offence. Tradition says he was poisoned at the instigation of the king.
PAULINUS OF TRIER [d.358] – He was an anti-Arian bishop when Constantius induced other Western bishops at the Synod of Arles's in 353 to accept the Arian formula. Paulinus stood firm alone and was banished to Phrygia where he died in exile.



	354
	LIBERIAN CATALOGUE – The list of Roman bishops from Peter down to Liberius [352-366], one part in a collection of documents made by a compiler known as the Chronographer in 354. It contains two sections, the first dating the pontificates from Peter to 231 based on authentic but faulty traditions as with a list in the Chronicle of Hippolytus, and secondly the period 231-352 which seems to evidence official documentation.
MELETIUS Primate of Antioch [354] see also 350 and 357


	355
	AERIUS – Pioneer of monasteries. He pioneered this work in Pontus with Eustathius [see 356]. He was appointed presbyter to supervise a hostel for the poor when Eustathius was made bishop. Viewed in later controversy as anticipating Reformation objections he advocated the equal rank of bishops and presbyters, the rejection of Easter, and proscribed fasts as relics of Jewish bondage, and of prayers and alms giving for the dead as futile and detrimental to spirituality.

AUXENTIUS [d 374] – was ordained by Gregory of Alexandria in 343 and became bishop of Milan in 355. Supporting Valens at the council of Rimini [see 359] he subscribed to the “Dated Creed”. Influenced by Athanasius [see 329], Damasus [see 366] bishop of Rome condemned the “Dated Creed” in 372 and its supporters but Valentinian [see 364] would not depose Auxentius.

EUSEBIUS [d.371] – First bishop of Vercilli.  A strong upholder of the Nicene orthodoxy, he was respected for his holiness and was a leading spokesman for Liberius [see 352] bishop of Rome, at the Council of Milan in 355 where he courageously resisted efforts of the powerful pro-Arian bishops, who were supported by Emperor Constantius, to join in the condemnation of Athanasius [see 329]. He requested that before anything was decided there should be an acceptance of the Nicene creed. He was defeated and exiled in the East. When released, he was one of the instigators of the Council of Alexandria of 362. On returning to the West, Eusebius joined with Hillary of Poitiers in an unsuccessful attempt to depose the Arian bishop of Milan, Auxentius. He may have written the Codex Vercelensis, a pre Jerome text of the Gospels.

FELIX II – Rival bishop (antipope) [355-365]. He was in opposition to Bishop Liberius and was installed as bishop of Rome in 355 after Emperor Constantius II banished the reigning bishop, Liberius, for refusing to subscribe the sentence of condemnation against Athanasius. In May 357 the Roman laity, which had remained faithful to Liberius, demanded that Constantius, who was on a visit to Rome, should recall Liberius. The emperor planned to have Felix and Liberius rule jointly, but when Liberius returned Felix was forced to retire to Porto, near Rome, where, after making an unsuccessful attempt to establish himself again in Rome he died on 22 November 365.


	356
	EUSTATHIUS [c.300–c.377] – Bishop of Sebaste. His ascetic practices and those of his followers were extreme and enough to earn the condemnation of several synods, but he was nevertheless sufficiently respected to be elected bishop of Sebaste in Armenia Minor in 356. He became a formative influence on the development of Basil the Great [see 370]. He was one of the delegates from the East who appealed to the Western emperor, Valentinian, and Liberius,  bishop of Rome [see 352] in 366.  Later he became a leader of the Macedonian heresy (denied the divinity of the Holy Spirit), and his relation with Basil the Great was completely severed.


	357
	ANNIAS Primate of Antioch [357-360] see also 354 and 360

ANOMOEANS – A group of radical Arians led by Aetius [see 360] in the period 357-361. They held that the Son is unlike the Father and later influenced the Pneumatomachi who excluded the Son and the Spirit from the Godhead. This group were rejected as heretics at the Council of Constantinople in 381.

GEORGE OF CAPPADOCIA [d.361] – Bishop of Alexandria and an Arian who was thrust upon into the see of Alexandria from 357 following the deposition of Athanasius the previous year. His arrival was accompanied by soldiers, and the cruelty that had accompanied earlier eviction of the orthodox from their churches, recommenced with George. He was also violent against the pagans as well and eventually his tyranny caused him, in 361, to be seized by a mob and killed several weeks later.

HOSIUS OF CORDOBA [c.256-357] – Spanish bishop of Cordova, and ecclesiastical advisor of Constantine the Great.  Hosius was present at the Synod of Elvira in Spain held around 305, and became advisor to Constantine in 312.  He was sent by Constantine to Alexandria in 324 to try and settle the dispute between Bishop Alexander and his presbyter Arius but this developed into the Arian Controversy.  Hosius was present and may have presided at the Council of Nicea in 325 after which he returned to Spain.  He appeared again in 342 to preside at the Council of Sardica, travelling to Sardica with Athanasius.  In 355 Emperor Constantius summoned the very elderly Hosius (and other Western bishops) to Milan to condemn Athanasius and hold communion with the Arians.  Hosius refused and wrote a famous letter to Constantius reproving him for intruding into ecclesiastical matters.  He was subsequently summoned to Sirmium by Constantius and detained in court for a year where, after threats and physical violence, he signed an Arian creed in 357.  Soon afterward Hosius repudiated this creed before his death in Spain the same year.  Athanasius held Hosius in high esteem although others described him as dictatorial, harsh, and inflexible.
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	359


	ALL SAINTS DAY – A feast kept by both eastern and western churches to commemorate the fellowship of all Christians both in heaven and on earth, the origin of which is uncertain. A hymn by Ephraem in 359 refers to remembering all martyrs on 13 May while a sermon by John Chrysostem [see 398] showed that Antioch remembered its martyrs on the Sunday after Pentecost, and it soon included other saints besides martyrs.   The feast day being November I possibly refers to the dedication on that day in St Peter’s basilica of an oratory to “all the saints” by Gregory III [see 731].
SYNOD OF ARIMINUM (now Rimini) – Held in the West simultaneously with the SYNOD OF SELEUCIA in the East (now Silifke). The synods were called by Emperor Constantius to resolve the Arian Controversy. Orthodox bishops plus varying shades of Arians were all out-manoeuvred by Constantius himself who, regardless of their decision at the synods, forced them to sign an Arian Creed when they arrived to inform him of the outcome. 
EUSEBIUS [d.359] – Arian bishop of Emesa. He studied theology under Eusebius of Caesarea and subsequently philosophy at Alexandria. As he was a man of considerable learning, high personal character, with a theology acceptable to the Eusebian party and with a knowledge of Alexandria, it was not surprising that the Council of Antioch in 341 offered Eusebius the bishopric of Alexandria, made vacant through the exile of Athanasius [see 329]. He refused the offer having no great desire to advance himself and certainly not expose himself to the unpopularity that a usurper of Athanasius was certain to encounter. He was a friend and adviser of Emperor Constantius. Originally there were only a few remnants of his writings but 17 of his sermons were discovered in the 20th century.

GEORGE OF LAODICEA [d. c.360]. Born in Alexandria he was ordained a presbyter by Alexander and was later deposed by him following an unsuccessful attempt to reconcile the Arians and the Catholics in Antioch. Later he succeeded the Arian Theodotus of Laodicea and then as bishop took part in a number of councils opposed to Athanasius, who described George as one of the worst of the Arians. He played a leading role in deposing the Anomoeans [see 357] at the Council of Seleucia in 359.

SELEUCIA, COUNCIL OF – An assembly of the Eastern Church called by Emperor Constantius II to settle the Arian controversy. Constantius had endorsed a creedal statement which was intended to be a compromise between the different factions in this controversy, a statement which conceded to the semi-Arians their view that the Son was not of the same essence as the Father. Despite the emperor’s wishes the council stood firm. Ten delegates were summoned to the emperor and “persuaded” to accept a compromise creed. This compromise creed was later reaffirmed by the Council of Constantinople in 381.



	360


	AETIUS [d 367] – the intellectual leader of the Anomoean heretics who in 360 was banished by Constantius II [see 337] for denying that God and the Son are in anyway alike. Recalled in 362 by Constantius’ successor Julian the Apostate [see 361], Aetius helped the Anomoeans to form a distinct group. In his writing he taught that the uncreated God and his offspring can be neither identical nor alike. 

SYNOD OF CONSTANTINOPLE – The Arian Creed was formally ratified in the East by Arian bishops led by Acacius of Caesarea at a synod in Constantinople in 360.  Basil of Ancyra, a leader of the semi-Arians was deposed at this synod and banished to Illyricum where he died around 364. 
EUDOXIUS OF ANTIOCH – Bishop of Constantinople [360-370]. He was an Arian who had been bishop of Germanicia for 17 years, heard that the see of Antioch was vacant due to the death of its bishop and hurried there to say that he was the emperor’s selected replacement. He was a very proud and doctrinally erroneous man as seen by the responses of three notables who heard him. Hiliary of  Poitiers said that he wished he was deaf so horribly blasphemous was the language while Theodoret and Epiphanius of Cyprus reported him of boasting that he has as much knowledge about God as God had about him. His term in office was stormy, working with various emperors, with bishops who had been restored under Emperor Julian [see 361], and being deposed during the reign of Emperor Valens [see 364]. He died in 370.

EUZOIUS Primate of Antioch [360-370] see also 357 and 370

PAPHNUTIUS [d. c.360] – Bishop of Upper Thebaid, Egypt, he was a monk and disciple of Anthony [see 271]. He was badly mutilated during the persecution of Maximin Daia [305-313]. Constantine is said to have kissed his seared eye before the council of Nicaea in 325. Paphnutius supported Athanasius at the Synod of Tyre in 335 walking out in protest at the unjust proceedings.




361-370 AD

	361
	APOLLINARIUS – Bishop of Laodicea [c.361].  Apollinarius was born about 310 in Laodicea.  He was a supporter of the Nicene homoousios view (Christ was “of one substance” with the Father) and the Nicene congregation at Laodicea appointed him bishop around 361.  However, when the Council of Alexandria (362) attributed a human soul to Christ, Apollinarius opposed this view and several years later disassociated himself from the Orthodox Church. His doctrinal stance became known as Apollinarianism and he and his adherents were condemned in the West and in the East at several councils from 377 to 381.
JULIAN THE APOSTATE – Roman emperor [361‑363]. He was the nephew of Constantine the Great.  He was proclaimed emperor by his troops when Constantius II died suddenly in 360, and acknowledged sole ruler of the empire in 361.  Julian had been left an orphan at 6 years of age and was brought up at first in Bithynia by the Arian bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia and then at a remote estate in Cappadocia.  He was baptised into a heretical form of Christianity but upon studying the philosophers of classical Greek he announced his conversion to the old pagan gods thus acquiring his by-name the Apostate.  One of his edicts in 361 proclaimed toleration of all forms of religion; Julian himself performed animal sacrifices, pagan temples were reopened, and all Christian bishops who had been exiled were allowed to return home.  His apparent toleration of Christianity was short-lived; suppression was followed by outright persecution, for Christians were expelled from the army, banned from teaching professions, and Christian cities penalised.  Churches were burned in Damascus and Beirut, the great basilica at Antioch closed, and a pagan god installed in two basilicas in Syria.  He made an attempt to rebuild the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem but it was abandoned after reports that the workmen had been frightened off by balls of fire issuing from the old foundations.  Considered a noted scholar, his attack on Christianity called Against the Galileans argued that it was made up of fables and irrational falsehoods and only appealed to rustics.  Julian however, with his priggish austerity appealed to no one, not even the pagans.  He sported a philosopher's beard and claimed to be one on the strength of it, which offended everyone.  The Roman historian Ammianus, who served in the army of Julian, and was a religiously tolerant pagan, made Julian the central figure of his history but depicted him as an addict of superstition rather than religion.

LAODICEA, SYNODS OF – Synods held in Laodicea cannot be dated precisely but the canons to come from them are listed between the Synod of Antioch in 341 and the Synod of Constantinople in 381 and the repetition of the canons suggest there was more than one synod held in Laodicea.  Of interest in the canons, apart from requirements for the clergy and worship practises and so on, are topics covered such as the need to prohibit clergy from being magicians, enchanters, mathematicians, or astrologers, and there are references to female presbyters, and pronouncements against the widespread practise of bishops taking up rural appointments and against the hoi polloi making the choice of bishop.


	362
	GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS [330-389] – Capadocian Father [see 376]. Brought up on the family estate near Cappadocia he was educated at Caesarea where he met Basil [see 370]. Eventually the two friends, about 350, went to the University of Athens. In 362 against his will his father had him ordained a priest and 10 years later he reluctantly agreed with Basil's wish that he be bishop of Sasima but it was a position he never fulfilled, he stayed at home and assisted his father. Gregory retired to Seleucia after his father’s death in 374 but was summoned from his monastic peace to Constantinople to defend the Nicene faith against Arianism. His ministry at the Church of the Resurrection in Constantinople made a significant contribution to the final establishment of the Orthodox faith. During the council he was appointed bishop of Constantinople, but characteristically resigned when his election was disputed. He was a great orator and is famous for five theological addresses he gave against the Arians. On the doctrine of God the Son he contended that the orthodox teaching concerning the equality of the Father and the Son was much more Christian and more logical than the Arian concept of the Godhead, and concerning the Holy Spirit he argued for the consubstantiality of the Spirit with the Father and the Son. Gregory retired in 384 to his family estate where he finally died.


	363
	JOVIAN – Roman emperor [363‑364] who succeeded when Julian the Apostate was fatally wounded by a spear during a retreat in a disastrous campaign against Shapur II.  Jovian was proclaimed emperor by his troops and immediately concluded a treaty favourable to the Persians, giving up five provinces in order to extricate the huge army from Mesopotamia.  Jovian was a Christian from the province of Pannonia, and reigned for only eight months before dying in mysterious circumstances on his way home from the frontier.


	364
	VALENTINIAN I – Roman Emperor [364‑375]. He was chosen unanimously by his army's general staff upon the death of Jovian.  The son of an army officer, Valentinian like Jovian was a Christian from Pannonia.  He appointed his younger brother Valens to co-rule as Augustus of the East, and it was agreed upon to allow religious toleration, which Valentinian upheld throughout his reign, unlike his brother.

VALENS – Roman Emperor of the East [364-378].  During his reign, Valens had to confront the theological diversity that was beginning to create division in the empire. Julian the Apostate (361–363) had tried to revive the pagan religions. His reactionary attempt took advantage of the dissensions between the different factions among the Christians and a largely Pagan rank and file military. However, in spite of broad support, his actions were often viewed as excessive, and before he died in a campaign against the Persians, he was often treated with disdain. His death was considered a sign from God. Like the brothers Constantius II and Constans, Valens and Valentinian I held divergent theological views. Valens was an Arian and Valentinian I upheld the Nicene Creed. When Valens died however, the cause of Arianism in the Roman East was to come to an end. His successor Theodosius I would endorse the Nicene Creed.



	365
	ADELOPHAGI – A fourth century sect who believed that the Holy Spirit is a created being ranking with the angels. They were said to be unsocial at meals which is indicated by their name which means not eating together as they believed a Christian should eat in secret. 



	366
	ACACIUS [d 366] – A semi-Arian theologian and bishop of Caesarea who opposed the theology of the council of Nicea [see 325]. He enjoyed the patronage of the emperor and in 340 became the bishop of Caesarea and inherited from his predecessor Eusebius a large library which he used well. He became leader of the Homoeans who asserted that Jesus Christ was like the Father but not necessarily of the same essence. He was deposed in 359 and found it expedient to accept the Nicene creed although after the death of Jovian [see 363] he returned to his old beliefs.
DAMASUS I – Bishop of Rome [366‑384].  Arians still troubled the church with Macedonians preaching that the Holy Spirit was not divine and Appollinaris teaching that Christ did not have a human soul.  Damasus decreed that the bishop of Rome was supreme placing Alexandria second and Antioch third. He took for himself the title of Pontifex Maximus. It was a pagan priest title which had been taken by the Roman Caesars BC, and now in 378 by the bishop of Rome.  In 382 he commissioned Jerome, who was his private secretary, to revise the Latin translation of the Bible. Damasus also encouraged devotion to martyrs, veneration of images, dead saints, and angels. He succeeded Liberius [see 352] and was succeeded by Siricius [see 384].

URSICINUS – Antipope [366-367] in opposition to Bishop Damasus. He was elected bishop of Rome in a violently contested election in 366. He ruled in Rome for several months in 366–367 and was afterwards declared an antipope. The rival parties remained highly polarised in Rome however. In the early Church new bishops of Rome were chosen in the manner customarily used in the other dioceses, that is they were elected by the clergy with the approval or disapproval of the people of the diocese, in the presence of the other bishops in the province. This was a simple method in a small community of Christians that was unified by persecution. However as the Christian congregation of Rome grew in size the acclamation of a new bishop was fraught with division. Rival claimants and a certain class-hostility between patrician and plebeian candidates unsettled some episcopal elections. At the same time 4th century emperors were expected to confirm each new bishop. The upper-class partisans of Felix supported the election of Damasus, but the opposing supporters of Liberius, the deacons and laity, supported Ursicinus; the two were elected simultaneously in an atmosphere of rioting. Such was the violence and bloodshed that the two prefects of the city were called in to restore order, and after a setback, when they were driven to the suburbs and a massacre of 137 was perpetrated in the basilica of Sicininus the prefects banished Ursicinus to Gaul. There was further violence when he returned, which continued after Ursicinus was exiled again. At a synod in 378 Ursicinus was condemned and Damasus exonerated and declared the true bishop. A decree of 502 ruled that laymen should no longer vote for the bishops and that only higher clergy should be considered eligible.
 

	367
	EPIPHANIUS [c.315 – 403] – Bishop of Salamis. After a brief visit to meet Egyptian monks, he founded a monastery in Judea. In 367 he was elected by the bishops of Cyprus as bishop of Salamis and metropolitan of the island. His qualities included orthodoxy, scholarship, linguistic ability, and austerity. His weaknesses included an unenlightened zeal for orthodoxy and an inability to understand the points of view of others. He died at sea after a visit to Constantinople on behalf of Theophilus, bishop of Alexandria. In his written works are found many extracts from earlier sources now lost, and several baptismal creeds. He wrote the “Medicine Box” to heal those who had been bitten by ‘poisonous snakes’ i.e. heresies. He also wrote a Bible encyclopaedia.
GELASIUS [d.394] – Bishop of Caesarea from 367. He was a nephew of Cyril of Jerusalem and a convinced Nicene who was removed from his see during the reign of Valens, then restored on the accession of Theodosius in 378. He was at the Council of Constantinople in 381. According to Jerome he wrote “more or less in a carefully polished style, but not to publish his works.”

NEW TESTAMENT CANON, COMPLETION OF – The first decisions made on the canon at a church council was at Laodicea in 363. Bishop Athanasius’ [see 329] Easter Festal Letter to Alexandria in 367 listed the 27 books of the New Testament allowing for the Eastern Church to complete its New Testament Canon. This was confirmed at the Synod of Carthage in 397. In the western church it was not until the time of Jerome [see 382] and Augustine [see 396] that certain New Testament books were accepted. Canon of Scripture means a list or catalogue of admitted books of the Bible. The Old Testament Canon was probably set well before the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament was published some 200 years before Christ. The last canonical book in the Old Testament was completed around 400 BC.



	368


	

	369
	TOME OF ST DAMASUS. The collection of canons by Bishop Damasus I to bishops at a Roman synod. It consisted of a creed to which are added 24 famous anathemas against heretics and schismatics among them the Sabellians, Macedonians, and Melitius of Antioch. In the canons the Holy Spirit is said to be of one power and substance with the Father and the Son, and must be adored by all creatures, just as the Father and Son.


	370
	BASIL the Great [329‑379] – Bishop of Caeserea [370‑379].  Son of Christian parents Basil was educated at the University of Athens where he befriended Gregory of Nazianzus.  After being ordained as a reader in 357 he visited many monastic settlements in Palestine.  Basil's contribution to the church was threefold:‑

a) the establishment of a monastic system in Pontus,

b) he created accommodation for the poor and hospitals to care for others,

c) he defended the Nicene creed and attacked Arian doctrines.
DEMOPHILUS – Bishop of Constantinople [370-379] succeeded Eudoxius [see 360]. Continuing the Arian controversy he was elected by the Arians. Originally from Macedonia where he held the see of Verroia he became bishop of Constantinople in 370. In 379 Emperor Theodosius the Great removed the Arians from Constantinople and deposed Demophilius who returned to Verroia where he died c.385.
DOROTHEUS Primate of Antioch [370-371] see also 360 and 371

LUCIFER [d.370] – Bishop of Cagliari and a strong opponent of Arianism. He was one of the envoys of Bishop Liberius to Emperor Constantius in 354 requesting a council to confirm adherence to the Nicene position and to settle the question of Athanasius. The council met at Milan in 355 and there, with a few others, Lucifer fiercely resisted the emperor's wishes and refused to sign the condemnation of Athanasius. He was sent into exile and had to be kept moving to try and silence him. During this period he wrote five pamphlets to Constantius regarding the dualistic role of church and state, arguing that the emperor should be subordinate in matters of the church. On his release from exile by Julius he impetuously bypassed the deliberations of the Council of Alexandria [362] and travelled to Antioch to try and deal with the schism himself. This inflamed the situation and he separated from them and returned to Sardinia with a group of followers.




371-380 AD
	371
	BORBORIANS – Heretical sect with a reputation for licentious living and disbelief in future judgement. They were associated with the Ophite Gnostics [see below]. In 428 they were forbidden to assemble and pray.  In the sixth century laws of Justinian against heretics they were described as a subsection of the Manchaeans [see240].
GREGORY OF NYSSA [330-395] – Bishop of Nyssa and Capadocian Father [see 376]. He was the younger brother of Basil [see 370] of Caesarea. Gregory was totally dominated by his forceful brother whom he sometimes called “the Master”. After a very brief period as reader in the church he became a teacher of rhetoric incurring Basil's great displeasure because of his entering upon secular life. In penitence he entered a monastery founded by Basil and in 371 he accepted Basil's invitation to become the bishop of Nyssa. Because he supported the Nicene faith Gregory was deposed by a synod of Arian bishops in 376 then regained his see in 378. He was asked in 379 to visit the Church of Syria to help solve the problem of the schism in that see. In some respects Gregory was the most gifted member of the distinguished family. He was an outstanding thinker of the fourth century. His idealism, allegorical interpretation of Scripture, and doctrine of human freedom and the final hope indicated the extent of Origen’s influence. He was the first theologian to interweave firmly the doctrine of the sacraments into a systematic theology of the Incarnation.

HILARION [291-371]  - Eastern ascetic who was born of pagan parents near Gaza and educated at Alexandria where he converted to Christianity. For a time he was a disciple of Anthony in the Egyptian desert, but soon return to Palestine, where he continued to practice the ascetic life which he had adopted in Egypt. Jerome traces the origin of the practice of the ascetic life in Palestine to Hilarion. He gathered disciples and organised them into societies. In his later life he was pursued by authorities and was forced to leave and stayed for a while in Sicily and Dalmatia and finally to Cyprus where he died.

PAULINUS Primate of Antioch [371-376] see also 370 and 376



	372
	MARTIN OF TOURS [c.335-400] – Pioneer of monasticism in Gaul. Born in Hungary the son of a pagan soldier who enlisted Martin in the Roman army at fifteen years of age. Three years later came the famous incident when he divided his military cloak with a beggar and subsequently had a vision of Christ wearing the half-cloak. About two years later he was baptised. In 361 he joined Hillary of Poitiers [see 353] and adopted the monastic life, founding a monastic community at Liguge. In 372 by popular acclaim he was made bishop of Tours. He engaged in active missionary work introducing a rudimentary parochial system and encouraging monasticism. In 386 he protested to Emperor Maximus against the first execution for heresy.

MONICA [331-387] – Mother of Augustine of Hippo. The child of Christian parents, strongly influenced by her nurse, she married Patricius of Tagaste, a pagan with civic responsibilities who was of limited means and had a short temper, and became a Christian shortly before he died in 372. The children all became involved in religious work. Her daughter who as a widow headed up the convent in Hippo for which Augustine later wrote the basis of the rule of St Augustine. Augustine depicts Monica as his spiritual mother who pursued him with praise, tears, and admonitions to Carthage and Milan. Her cult was promoted by the translation of her relics to Rome in 1430.


	373
	AMPHILOCHIUS [d after 394] – became bishop of Iconium in 373 at the instigation of his friend Basil of Caesarea [see 370]. He opposed the Arians and associating with Gregory of Nyssa and Gregory of Nazianzus affirmed the Cappadocian Trinitarian model of one substance and three modes of existence or relation.
PETER II  Patriarch of Alexandria [373-380] see 328 and 380 He was a follower of Athanasios the Great. He endured dreadful suffering by the followers of Arius


	374
	AMBROSE [339‑397] Bishop of Milan – Ambrose distributed his great wealth to the poor upon his consecration. An important teacher he protected the church against gross heresy but also believed that his direct revelations were higher than the Scriptures. He influenced many including Augustine. He also stated that the emperor was in the church and not over it. He encouraged congregational participation in hymn and psalm singing. He set plainsong in order and introduced four modes.
DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH – This is a term that came to be applied to eight early fathers conspicuous for learning, sound doctrine, and saintliness. These comprise Ambrose, Augustine of Hippo, Gregory the Great, Jerome, John Chrysostom, Basil the Great, Gregory of Nazianzus, and Athanasius. During the past four centuries the Roman Catholic Church has proclaimed 24 more doctors beginning with Thomas Aquinas in 1567. The most recent proclaimed were Teresa of Avilla and Catherine of Siena both in 1970.

EUSEBIUS [d.380] – Bishop of Samosata from 361. Champion of the Nicene faith. He was a member of the synod held under Melitius of Antioch in 363 which accepted the formula Homoousios “of the same substance” as ascribing the relationship of the Son and the Father. He was associated with Basil in Ancyra and Gregory of Nazianzus in opposing Arianism, but in 374 was banished first to Cappadocia and thence into Thrace. He has a reputation of being one of the few bishops of the 4th century of whom nothing evil is known. He was killed in Syria by a missile thrown at him by a woman supporter of Arianism.

MARCELLUS OF ANCYRA [d. c.374] – Bishop of Ancyra in central Anatolia who is known through his letter to  Pope Julius I [337-352] which includes the oldest Greek text of the Old Roman Creed [see 235] and 115 fragments of a treatise. Marcellus had been a supporter with Athanasius of the “homoousion” position at the Council of Nicaea [see 325] though his Christology seems to have been based on the notion that the Word of God became the Son only at the incarnation. He was deposed at the Synod of Constantinople in 336 after coming into conflict with a number of prominent leaders. In exile Marcellus found refuge with Julius in Rome and subsequent to the arrival of Athanasius participated in council sessions which cleared him of all charges. He was temporarily restored to his see in 344 but Emperor Constantius again removed him upon dissent form the Eastern bishops in 347. He died in exile only to have his position condemned as heretical at the Council of Constantinople in 381.



	375
	ANTIOCH COUNCIL at which 153 Eastern bishops agreed to reconciliation with the West thus paving the way for the ecumenical Council of Constantinople.
VALENTINIAN II – Joint Roman Emperor of the West [375‑392]  He was proclaimed emperor as a child of four and as such was under the influence of his Arian mother, the Empress Justina and the imperial court at Milan, an influence contested by the Bishop of Milan, Ambrose. Justina used her influence over her young son to oppose the Catholic party which was championed by Ambrose. In 385 Ambrose, backed by Milan's populace, refused an imperial request to hand over the Portian basilica for the use of Arian troops. The following year Justina and Valentinian II received the Arian bishop Auxentius, and Ambrose was again ordered to hand over a church in Milan for Arian usage. Ambrose and his congregation barricaded themselves inside the church, and the imperial order was rescinded. Valentinian II also tried to restrain the despoiling of pagan temples in Rome. Buoyed by this instruction, the pagan senators, led by Aurelius Symmachus, the Prefect of Rome, petitioned in 384 for the restoration of the Altar of Victory in the Senate House, which had been removed by Gratian in 382. Valentinian II, at the insistence of Ambrose, refused the request and, in so doing, rejected the traditions and rituals of pagan Rome to which Symmachus had appealed. He died by hanging considered a possible suicide at the age of 21.



	376
	CAPPADOCIAN FATHERS – Three theologians from the province of Cappadocia that had a profound influence upon the character of Christian theology as they gave final shape to the Greek doctrine of the Trinity and through their efforts Arianism was finally defeated. They were Basil of Caesarea [see 370], Gregory of Nyssa [see 371] and Gregory I [see 379].
VITALIUS II Primate of Antioch [376-384] see also 371 and 384



	377

	

	378
	DIODORE OF TARSUS [d.394] – Bishop of Tarsus who was educated in both secular and religious disciplines in Antioch and Athens before he became a Christian monk and a teacher in Antioch. His two most distinguished disciples were Theodore of Mopsuestia [see 392] and John Chrysostom [see 398]. In 372 he was banished from Antioch to Armenia by Emperor Valens but in 378 he became bishop of Tarsus. He was an opponent of paganism and generally regarded as orthodox but was nevertheless condemned by the synod at Antioch in 499 as the author of Nestrorianism. While long after his death, this condemnation meant that copies of his writings were doomed to destruction.

GRATIAN – Roman Emperor of the West [378‑383]. The reign of Gratian forms an important epoch in ecclesiastical history, since during that period Orthodox Christianity for the first time became dominant throughout the empire. Under the influence of Ambrose Bishop of Milan he prohibited pagan worship at Rome; refusing to wear the insignia of the Pontifex Maximus as unbefitting a Christian. He removed the Altar of Victory from the Senate House at Rome, despite protests of the pagan members of the Senate, and confiscated its revenues; forbade legacies of real property to the Vestals; and abolished other privileges belonging to them and to the pontiffs. Nevertheless he was still deified after his death. Gratian also published an edict that all their subjects should profess the faith of the bishops of Rome and Alexandria (i.e., the Nicene faith). The move was mainly thrust at the various beliefs that had arisen out of Arianism, but smaller dissident sects, such as the Macedonians, were also prohibited.

THEODOSIUS I – Roman emperor of the East [378‑392] succeeded Valens [see 364]. He was the last Roman emperor to rule the whole empire from 392 to 395. On 26 November 380, two days after he had arrived in Constantinople, Theodosius expelled the non-Nicene bishop, Demophilus of Constantinople, and appointed Meletius patriarch of Antioch, and Gregory of Nazianzus, one of the Cappadocian Fathers from Antioch, patriarch of Constantinople. Theodosius had just been baptised by Bishop Acholius of Thessalonica, during a severe illness, as was common in the early Christian world. On 27 February 380 he, Gratian, and Valentinian II published an edict in order that all their subjects should profess the faith of the bishops of Rome and Alexandria i.e. the Nicene faith, thus the principle of religious intolerance was proclaimed. The move was mainly a thrust at the various beliefs that had arisen out of Arianism, but smaller dissident sects, such as the Macedonians, were also prohibited. The edict was put forward by Theodosius without consulting the ecclesiastical authorities. 

In May 381, Theodosius summoned a new ecumenical council at Constantinople to repair the schism between East and West on the basis of Nicean orthodoxy. The council also "condemned the Apollonian and Macedonian heresies, clarified church jurisdictions according to the civil boundaries of dioceses and ruled that Constantinople was second in precedence to Rome." 

In 383 a third synod at Constantinople was held. In spite of the decrees of bishops and emperor, the Arians and Pneumatomachians continued to spread their doctrines. Theodosius summoned all parties to the imperial city for a great discussion in June, hoping to reconcile all differences. Before this he had sent for the archbishop and told him that all questions should be fully debated. It was suggested that they should produce the testimonies of the old Fathers of the Church on the doctrine of the Son, and first ask the heads of the several parties whether they accepted these authorities or desired to anathematise them. By decree in 391, Theodosius ended the subsidies that had still trickled to some remnants of Greco-Roman civic paganism too. The eternal fire in the Temple of Vesta in the Roman Forum was extinguished, and the Vestal Virgins were disbanded. Pagan members of the Senate in Rome appealed to him to restore the Altar of Victory in the Senate House; he refused.


	379
	GREGORY 1 – Bishop of Constantinople [379-381] succeeded Demophilus [see 370]. He is also known as Gregory the Theologian or Gregory Nazianzen. He is widely considered the most accomplished rhetorical stylist of the patristic age. Gregory made a significant impact on the shape of Trinitarian theology among both Greek and Latin-speaking theologians, and he is remembered as the "Trinitarian Theologian". Much of his theological work continues to influence modern theologians, especially in regard to the relationship among the three Persons of the Trinity. Along with Basil the Great [see 370] and Gregory of Nyssa [see 371], he is known as one of the Cappadocian Fathers. He is revered as one of the Three Holy Hierarchs along with Basil the Great and John Chrysostom [see 398].
MACRINA THE YOUNGER [c.328-380] – Eastern ascetic who was born in Cappadocia and was the sister of Basil of Caesarea [see 370] and Gregory of Nyssa [see 371]. While Basil was choosing the ascetic life she was establishing one of the earliest communities of women ascetics on the family estate in Pontus. Returning from the synod of Antioch in 379 Gregory visited her and at the request of the monk Olympus wrote her life, also providing details about her brother's. Manuscripts of this biography suggest that her cult spread through the Eastern churches. It came much later to the West.



	380
	THESSALONIA edict prohibited Arianism in the East with Athanasianism becoming the state religion.
TIMOTHY I Patriarch of Alexandria [380-385] see 373 and 385 He excelled in the struggle against the Arian erroneous beliefs. He participated in the second Ecumenical Council. He distinguished himself for his philanthropic activities.
VICTRICIUS [c.330-407] – Bishop of Rouen who enlisted in the Roman military service at the age of 17 but renounced this when he was converted soon afterwards. He was flogged and sentenced to death but following a miraculous delivery he later studied philosophy and theology and was chosen bishop about 380 while still a layman. He founded many churches in rural areas, encouraged the monastic life and brought many relics from Rome to Rouen Cathedral. He preached among the heathen in Gaul, Flanders, and other areas.




381-390 AD
	381
	APOSTOLIC CANONS – Eighty Five (85) canons attributed to the apostles and contained in book 8 of the Apostles Constitutions produced around 381. They deal with the election, ordination, official responsibilities and moral conduct of the clergy and with the Christian life in general. It also included excommunication and deposition of offenders.

CONSTANTINOPLE, FIRST COUNCIL OF – Summoned by Theodosius I who succeeded the Arian influenced Valens. It was attended from the eastern church. It confirmed the deity of the Holy Spirit and that Christ had a human soul and anathematised all heretics, forbade bishops functioning outside their see, gave Constantinople primacy of honour next to Rome “because Constantinople is the new Rome”. [See 2nd Council 553]
MELITIUS [d.381] – Bishop of Antioch was counted among the fourth century members of the Antiochene School of exegetical literalism. It was Melitius who discovered John Chrysostom [see 398] and later ordained him as a deacon in 381. Although venerated for his holy and ascetic life he was caught up in controversies of times. He was held at first to be too Nicene but was designated to preside at the Council of Constantinople in 381 at which he died.

NECTARIUS – Bishop of Constantinople [381-397] succeeded Gregory I [see 379]. When Gregory resigned, Nectarius, preparing for a journey to Tarsus called on the bishop of Tarsus, Diodorus, who was attending the First Council of Constantinople, to ask if he could take letters for him. His appearance and manners struck the bishop so forcibly that he determined that he should be advanced as a candidate for archbishop and took Nectarius to see the bishop of Antioch, who asked Nectarius to put off his journey a short time. Emperor Theodosius chose him much to the surprise of many. Nectarius was duly baptised and his clothes were changed for the robes of a bishop of the Imperial City and became at once president of the Council. The 3rd canon of the council declares that, "...the bishop of Constantinople shall hold the first rank after the bishop of Rome, because Constantinople is the new Rome." However, it was not until 1439 that the Council of Florence admitted the patriarchate of Constantinople. In 383 a third synod at Constantinople was held. In spite of the decrees of bishops and emperor, the Arians and Pneumatomachians continued to spread their doctrines. Theodosius summoned all parties to the Imperial City for a great discussion in June, hoping to reconcile all differences. Before this he had sent for the archbishop and told him that all questions should be fully debated. Sisinnius suggested that they should produce the testimonies of the old Fathers of the Church on the Doctrine of the Son, and first ask the heads of the several parties whether they accepted these authorities or desired to anathematise them. Towards the close of his episcopate, Nectarius abolished the office of presbyter penitentiary, whose duty appears to have been to receive confessions before communion. His example was followed by nearly all other bishops. The presbyter penitentiary was added to the ecclesiastical roll about the time of the Novatianist schism, when that party declined to communicate with those who had lapsed in the Decian persecution. Gradually there were fewer lapsed to reconcile, and his duties became more closely connected with preparation for communion. Nectarius died in office in 397 or 398.
RUFINUS TYRANNIUS [345-410] – Presbyter and scholar who was educated at Rome where he began a long association with Jerome [see 382]. Rufinus went to Egypt where he suffered in the persecution which followed the death of Athanasius and in 373 and settled in Alexandria for eight years of studying Scripture and Origen under Didymus the Blind [see 398] and Gregory of Nazianzus [see 362] and visited the Desert Fathers. In 381 he founded a monastery in Jerusalem and translated a large number of Greek theological works into Latin aiding Western asceticism and theology.



	382
	JEROME [c.345-419] – Biblical scholar and translator, born in Italy and went to Rome and studied Greek, Latin, rhetoric, and philosophy. Here he spent his Sundays in catacombs translating the inscriptions. At the age of 19 after being baptised he journeyed to Gaul where he became acquainted with monasticism and on returning to Rome joined a group of ascetics. In 373 he left, going to the east to spend some time living as an ascetic in the desert near Chalcis. Here he mastered the Hebrew language, perfected his Greek, and was challenged in his famous dream as to whether he was a Christian. He went to Antioch and was ordained and then to Constantinople where he studied with Gregory Nazianzus [see 362] and perhaps Gregory of Nyssa [see 371]. While there he translated some of the works of Eusebius and others. In 382 in Rome he became friend and secretary of the bishop of Rome, Damasus, but after the bishop’s death in 386 he made Bethlehem his home and spent the rest of his life there. He engaged in theological controversy with a Vigilantius, Origen, Pelagius, Jovinian, and Augustine of Hippo. Upon the urging of Bishop Damasus he used his linguistic skills to translate the Bible into Latin known as the Vulgate. He checked Old Testament sections with local rabbis, and questioned the inclusion of the Apocrypha. The Vulgate has left a tremendous imprint upon the development of the church with his scholarship extending into this day.


	383
	GALLICAN PSALTER – At different times Jerome [see 382] made three versions of the Psalter, known as the Roman, the Gallican and the Hebrew. The first, produced about 383 at the request of Bishop Damasus, was a revision of the old Latin version, in which Jerome made use of the Septuagint. This version remained in use in the Roman church until the time of Pius V who became pope in 1566. The Gallican version was made in Bethlehem by Jerome about 389 also using the Septuagint and other works in Origen’s Hexapla [see 225], and it was taken to Gaul by Gregory of Tours [see 573] then later removed to England where it eventually replaced the Old Latin version and became the basis for the Prayer Book version of the Psalms.


	384
	CELIBACY OF THE CLERGY IN THE 4TH CENTURY – Before the end of the third century there was a general preference for the clergy to be celibate but only the Spanish Church, around 305, required by canon law the three orders of the ministry to lead a celibate life.  In Galatia, the Synod of Ancyra (314) allowed deacons the option of married life, while in Pontus the Synod of Neo-Caesarea (also 314) determined that a presbyter be removed from the clergy if he married.  In Bithynia celibacy was talked of being deliberated at the Council of Nicaea (325) but then the idea was abandoned after the distinguished and strictly celibate Paphnutius requested that they not impose such a heavy burden on the clergy.  The Greek Church never insisted on all the clergy being celibate, and it was a gradual process to require their bishops to abstain from married life, in fact they avoided the problem by filling the vacancies with monks or widower presbyters.  The severe decree from Siricius of the Latin Church in 385 re-affirmed the position of the Spanish Church since 305, which disallowed married life to bishops, presbyters, and deacons.
FLAVIAN I Primate of Antioch [384-404] see also 376 and 404 He was leader of Melitius’ supporters during the latter's banishment under Constantius in 360 and Valens in 370, and was largely responsible his recognition as the rightful claimant to the see of Antioch. Flavian accompanied Melitius to the Council of Constantinople in 381 where the latter died and Flavian was elected as bishop of Antioch. The rival to both of them, Paulinus, continued as bishop of Egyptian and Western choice. The schism was based on acceptance or rejection of Antiochene doctrines.
SIRICIUS – Bishop of Rome [384‑399]. He was troubled by the monk Jovian who taught that the strict life was of little avail and encouraged the church to forget its sober ways. Jovian and his followers were excommunicated by Siricius. He introduced the Mass as a daily celebration. Siricius was the first bishop of Rome to write letters and issue them as decrees thus revealing an elevated opinion of his position. In 385 he issued a decretal letter which disallowed married life to bishops, presbyters, and deacons. This was in answer to an enquiry from the Spanish Church, which had itself, since the Synod of Elvira held around 305, required their clergy to lead celibate lives. He succeeded Damasus I [see 366] and was succeeded by Anastasius I [see 399].



	385
	ABSTINENTS – The title given to several sects that flourished in south western Europe in the 3rd and 4th centuries partly in revolt against the worldliness of the established churches. Strict asceticism was demanded including a ban on marriage. Vegetarianism, fasts and constant prayers were also demanded. Their most prominent member Priscillian was executed in 385 [see below].
PRISCILLIAN [d.385] – Heretical bishop of Avila who was of noble birth, rich, learned, pious, ascetic, and eloquent but was influenced by Gnostic doctrines brought to Spain by an Egyptian named Marcus. In the eyes of the orthodox he was soon judged a heretic; he caused great problems to the church, since his views and influence were widely spread and he had many followers who included a few bishops. In 381 the church and empire combined to force the group into exile in France. Priscillian appealed the decision and had a trial by Emperor Maximus in which he was found guilty of using magic arts associated with Gnosticism. The emperor decided he should be put to death and with six others was beheaded in 385, the first people to suffer death as heretics in the history of Christianity. His followers however were still flourishing in the fifth century.

THEOPHILUS [d.412] – Patriarch of Alexandria  [385-412] see 380 and 412. A learned and gifted man, Theophilus conducted his office well during the early years of his administration but in his efforts to destroy paganism in Egypt he turned to violence and intrigue. Originally an admirer of Origen he turned against his theology and drove the Origenist monks out of Egypt. When about fifty of these monks found a warmer welcome from John Chrysostom in Constantinople, Theophilus went to that city where he held a council which drew up false charges against John with the result that he was deposed and banished in 403. His treatment of John Chrysostom brought Theophilus into disrepute.



	386
	EUSTOCHIUM, JULIA [370-418] – First Roman lady of noble birth to take a vow of perpetual virginity. She was a friend of Jerome [see 382]. It was to her that Jerome addressed the famous letter in which he discusses the motives that ought to activate those who devote themselves to live in perpetual virginity and the rules by which they should live. Jerome left Rome and was followed by Eustochium who met him in Antioch. They then travelled together through Palestine to Egypt, visiting the monks of Nitria and Didymus the Blind [see 398]. They returned to Palestine in the autumn of 386 and settled at Bethlehem. Here a monastery was built of which Jerome was head, and a convent for women of which Julia was head from the time of her mother's death in 404. Jerome spoke glowingly of her devotion to the ascetic life, to the study the Scriptures, and the training of virgins.
JOHN II Primate of Jerusalem[386-417] see 350 and 417



	387
	GAUDENTIUS – Bishop of Brescia in Italy. While on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land he was elected in 387 to succeed Philaster the bishop of Brescia and was persuaded by Ambrose and some Eastern bishops to accept the election. He was sent to Constantinople in 404 by Honorius and Innocent I to plead the cause of Chrysostom but was unsuccessful, nevertheless was thanked by him. A number of his sermons survive showing a tendency towards using allegory.


	388
	CHROMATIUS [d 407] – Bishop of Aquileia. Chromatius encouraged others to advance biblical knowledge, helping to financially stimulate the translation of the Old Testament by Jerome. He also encouraged Rufinus to translate Eusebius’ church history.


	389

	

	390
	ISAAC THE GREAT [c.350-440] – Armenian patriarch who was the sixth patriarch of the Armenian Church. Isaac received a good education at Constantinople. He married but after the death of his young wife he became a monk. In 390 he became the 10th patriarch and negotiated the severance of the Armenian Church from the submission to the see of Caesarea in Cappadocia. He also encouraged the creation of Armenian literature including the translation of the Bible and theological works to which he contributed.
MACARIUS OF EGYPT [d. c.390] – Ascetic writer also called Macarius the Elder or the Great. He lived some 60 years in the wilderness of Scete, the centre of Egyptian monasticism. He gained a reputation as an ascetic and therefore became a highly respected holy man. He has been credited as the author of 50 homilies which are of importance in understanding mystical theology.




391-400 AD
	391
	AURELIUS – Bishop of Carthage to 424, he presided over at least ten provincial and fourteen general councils; Donatism, the Pelagians and Roman jurisdiction were the main topics. The council of 419 is credited with the Codes of Canons of the African church. He was greatly admired by Augustine bishop of Hippo. 

BONOSUS [d 400] – Bishop of Naissus in Yugoslavia who was deposed after the Council of Capua in 391 having been found guilty by fellow bishops of teaching that Mary and Joseph had children after the birth of Jesus. A group called the Bonosiani followed the schism and survived in Western Europe until the 7th century.

CHRISTIANITY became the State religion with the prohibition of all heathen cults.
TELEMACHUS [d.391] – Eastern monk who is unknown apart from his martyrdom where he rushed into the arena in 391 to separate the gladiators and as a result was stoned to death by the exasperated spectators. As result Emperor Honorius abolished gladiatorial combat soon afterwards.



	392
	GREGORY OF ELVIRA [d. c.392] – Bishop of Elvira near Granada and greatly esteemed as a defender of Nicene orthodoxy and an opponent of Arianism. Gregory succeeded Lucifer of Calaris whose decision not to pardon those who became Arians at the Council of Arminum in 359 he approved. He was an author. Like many of his day, Gregory's exegesis of the Bible was allegorical.
MESROB [361-440] – Mesrob or Mashtotz was an important figure in the history of Armenian culture and spirituality. He entered royal service well versed in languages and became a monk in 392. After a brief time in evangelism he became the associate of Sahak III who he succeeded as patriarch. The main activity of his association with Sahak was in the field of translation of biblical and patristic writings. For his work Mesrob devised the Armenian alphabet since Armenian had previously had no satisfactory means of transcription.

THEODORE OF MOPSUESTIA [c.350-428] – Antiochene exegete and theologian who was educated with John Chrysostom [see 398] under Libanius and like John abandoned a secular career for the monastic school of Diodore of Tarsus. He was made bishop of Mopsuestia in 392. While his writings during his lifetime were virtually unquestioned they were condemned after his death by Justinian and at the Second Council of Constantinople in 553.



	393
	HIPPO, COUNCIL OF – Held in 393 with Aurelius of Carthage presiding and Augustine present as a presbyter in the entourage of Valerius of Hippo. It is chiefly important for the conciliatory measures towards Donatism [see 313]. It resolved to accept as clergy those Donatists who came over to the Catholic communion. An overview of the canons of Hippo were read at the Council of Carthage in 397 and passed ultimately into general canon law. The New Testament Canon was also considered for the West at this council.


	394

	

	395
	ARCADIUS – Roman emperor of the East [395‑408] succeeded Theodorus I [see 378]. He was born in Spain a brother of Honorius, who would become a Western Roman Emperor. His father declared him an Augustus and co-ruler for the Eastern half of the Empire in January, 383. His younger brother was also declared Augustus in 393, for the Western half. In 399 on the 13th July, Arcadius issued an edict ordering that all remaining non-Christian temples should be immediately demolished. His wife’s influence in the court was strongly opposed by John Chrysostom, the Patriarch of Constantinople, who felt that she had used her family's wealth to gain control over the emperor. She used her influence to have Chrysostom deposed in 404, but she died later that year. Arcadius himself appeared to be more concerned with appearing to be a pious Christian than he was with political or military matters, and he died, only nominally in control of his empire, in 408.

EUNOMIUS [d.395] – He propagated the theological heresy of Eunomianism.  Born in Cappadocia he went to Alexandria and became a follower of Aetius, the Anomoean (radical Arian). Eunomius became bishop of Cyzicus in Mysia but returned to Cappadocia after being forced to resign when his extreme views became known.  When Aetius died he became the leader of the Anomoeans and wrote books and went on lecture tours to spread his ‘advanced’ views. He said that God was the ungenerated Being, the single, supreme, ultimate, and simple Substance. He held that the Son of God was actually created by the Father, and though possessing creative power was not of His essence; further, the Holy Spirit was created by the Son in order to be the Sanctifier of souls. Putting greater emphasis on doctrine, he devalued the value of the sacraments and the ascetic life. His teaching had no permanent success and was refuted by Gregory of Nyssa.

FABIOLA [d.399] – A noble Roman lady who due to the unfaithfulness of her first husband was led to divorce him. A second marriage occurred while he was still alive, however, which cut her off from fellowship of the church. On the death of her second husband she went through extreme penitential discipline and decided to give away her great wealth. Her many acts of charity included the building of a hospital in which she herself worked. In 395 she went to the holy land and became a disciple of Jerome. Later, fear of the Huns caused her to return to Rome and continue her good works.

HONORIUS – Roman Emperor of the West [395‑423] succeeded Theodorus I [see 378]. He was the younger son of Theodorus and became Western Roman Emperor at the age of ten. During the first part of his reign Honorius depended on the military leadership of the general Stilicho, who was of mixed Vandal and Roman ancestry. To strengthen his bonds with the young emperor, Stilicho married his daughter Maria to him. Honorius' reign was plagued by many threats: from the barbarians entering within the empire's borders to several usurpers. The most notable event of his reign was the assault and Sack of Rome on August 24, 410 by the Visigoths under Alaric. The city had been under Visigothic siege since the summer of 408. Stricken by starvation, somebody opened Rome's defences to Alaric and the Goths poured in. The city had not been under the control of a foreign force since an invasion of Gauls some eight centuries before. The sack itself was notably mild as sacks go; Churches and religious statuary went unharmed for example. The psychological blow to the Romans was considerably more painful. The shock of this event reverberated from Britain to Jerusalem, and inspired Augustine [see 396] to write his great work “The City of God”. Honorius died of dropsy in 423, leaving no heir. In the following period subsequent interregnum Joannes was nominated emperor [see 423].


	396
	AFRICA, ROMAN [see 196] was subject to a number of attacks by different groups including the Donatists, Manichaeism and the Arians. Its most important figure was Augustine the bishop of Hippo [see below]. Donatism was eclipsed by Augustine and Aurelius in the fifth century having been dominant in the fourth century. [Continued see 533] 

AUGUSTINE [354‑430] – Bishop of Hippo [396‑411]. He was the greatest of Latin Fathers who was born at Tagaste. He excelled in rhetoric centred training of late antiquity but failed to master Greek. Converted to philosophy he became disillusioned with the Bible’s style and substance and this led him to Manichaeism [see 240] but over time he lost enthusiasm for it which fanned his devotion to spiritual philosophy. In late 386 his struggles climaxed in a garden with the reading of Romans 13:13-14.

Augustine formed a fellowship of “the servants of God” committed to contemplative philosophy. While visiting Hippo he was pressured into the priesthood in 391 having pleaded for more time to improve his biblical knowledge. In Hippo he founded a monastery and on succeeding Bishop Valerius in 396 turned the bishop’s house into a training area for future African bishops. He often travelled around his diocese but never again left Africa. His typically African preoccupation with the church and baptism persisted against Pelagius [see 411] and his followers. He wrote "City of God" [413-27] after the sack of Rome by the Visigoths [see 410] and he died in 430 as Roman Africa succumbed to the Vandals besieging Hippo.



	397
	Council of CARTHAGE where the New Testament was fixed for the church in the West with the inclusion of James, 2nd Peter, 2nd and 3rd John, and Jude.
FILASTER [d. c.397] – Writer of a famous treatise which sought to refute 128 Christian and 28 Jewish heresies. It met a real contemporary need and was used by Augustine of Hippo. Its weakness was to play side-by-side major heresies such as Arianism and minor aberrations such as astronomical speculation. Towards the end of his life he became bishop of Brescia in Italy.

SIMPLICIANUS [d.400] – Bishop of Milan. He is first heard of in Rome as being involved in the conversion of Victorinus a Platonist professor of rhetoric. When his pupil Ambrose became bishop of Milan in 373 he moved there to prepare him for baptism and ordination. He succeeded Ambrose as Bishop in 397.



	398
	JOHN CHRYSOSTOM – Bishop of Constantinople [398-404] succeeded Nectarius [see 381]. His monastic aspirations were curbed by his responsibility to his widowed mother until 373 when he became a hermit in the mountains. His preaching in the cathedral in Antioch from 381 gave him his 6th century name “chrysostomos’ meaning golden mouthed. In 398 he was unwillingly made archbishop of Constantinople where his reformist zeal antagonised Empress Eudoxia as well as Theophilus bishop of Alexandria. This resulted in him being deposed a couple of times, exiled but recalled, eventually being expelled in 404. He died in 407 in exile enjoying historically wider esteem than any other Church Father. 
DIDYMUS THE BLIND [309-398] – Alexandrian theologian who although blinded at the age of four acquired considerable learning and was appointed by Athanasius head of the catechetical school at Alexandria. His ability was widely acknowledged and he numbered Antony, Rufinus and Jerome [see 382] among his pupils. He is said to have been unskilled in speech but not in knowledge, exhibiting in his very speech the character of an apostolic man, as well by luminous thought or by simplicity of words. Works of his that we have showed little evidence of being involved with Origen but he was charged with Origenism by Jerome and may have been also by the Council of Constantinople in 553 which condemned Origen.



	399
	ANASTASIUS I – Bishop of Rome [399‑401] had to deliberate between Jerome and Origen, and supported Jerome. He was also a great friend of Augustine and issued several decrees regarding the behaviour of priests. Jerome speaks of him as a man of great holiness who was rich in his poverty. He succeeded Siricius [see 384] and was succeeded by Innocent I [see 401].
EVAGRIUS, PONTICUS [345-399] – Eastern writer who was ordained as a reader by Basil and as a deacon by Gregory of Nazianzus at Constantinople. He attended the council in 381 and on Gregory's departure from Constantinople remained to assist the new bishop, Nectarius, in dealing with theological questions. Because of the developing relationship between himself and a married woman, he left Constantinople and went to Jerusalem. There he was influenced by Melania to adopt the ascetic life and at her instigation went to Egypt where he practiced and taught the ascetic life until his death. It seems possible that John Cassian [see 425] met Evagrius during his visit to Egypt and certainly Cassian's own writings on monasticism reveal influences of such contact. Evagrius was condemned by Jerome who spoke contemptuously of his writings.



	400
	CELESTIUS – An African associate of Pelagius [see 409] who accompanied him to Sicily in 409-10. In 411 he received the first Catholic condemnation as a Pelagian. Withdrawing to Ephesus he obtained ordination but there and at Constantinople he was hounded. In 417 he appealed personally to the bishop of Rome, Zosimus [see 417] but the following year Emperor Honorius expelled the Pelagians. He returned to Ephesus in 431 after which he disappeared from history.
NEMESIUS – Bishop of Emesa in Syria. He was the author of a remarkable Christian philosophical work “On the Nature of Man”. Apart from this publication nothing is known of his life.

NINIAN – British missionary who according to Bede was the son of a British chieftain, trained for the church in Rome. He settled in south-west Scotland at Whithorn where he built a white church named in honour of Martin of Tours [see 372]. It is believed that Ninian was largely responsible for the conversion of the Picts of Eastern Scotland.

PALLADIUS [c.363-425] – Bishop and ascetic who entered the monastic life in Jerusalem from the age of 23 and later went to Egypt to follow the ascetic life firstly in Alexandria and then in the Nitrian Desert. Through ill-health he returned to Palestine and was consecrated bishop of Helenopolis in 400 by his friend John Chrysostom. He appeared with the latter at the synod of The Oak [see 403] and in trying to defend Chrysostom was himself exiled to Egypt. He returned to his diocese when all opposition ceased in 412.




401-410 AD
	401
	INNOCENT I – Bishop of Rome [401‑417]. He was, according to his contemporary Jerome, the son of Anastasius I [see 399], whom he was called, by the unanimous voice of the clergy and laity, to succeed having been born before his father's entry to the priesthood. Innocent I lost no opportunity of maintaining and extending the authority of the Roman see as the ultimate resort for the settlement of all disputes. We still have his communications with Victricius of Rouen, Exuperius of Toulouse, Alexander of Antioch and others. In addition his actions on the appeal made to him by John Chrysostom against Theophilus of Alexandria show that opportunities of the kind were numerous and varied. He took a decided view on the Pelagian controversy, confirming the decisions of the synod of the province of proconsular Africa, held in Carthage in 416 which had been sent to him. Also in 416 he wrote in a similar sense to the fathers of the Numidian synod of Mileve who, Augustine being one of their number, had addressed him. Among Innocent I's letters is one to Jerome and another to John II, bishop of Jerusalem, regarding annoyances to which the former had been subjected by the Pelagians at Bethlehem. He also first listed prohibited books for the Index. He died on 12 March 417. He was succeeded by Zosimus [see 417].  


	402

	

	403
	OAK, SYNOD OF [403] – When Theophilus, patriarch of Antioch, was summoned to Constantinople by imperial order to answer charges of persecution against a group of pro-Origenist monks, he formed alliances with those, including Empress Eudoxia, who disliked John Chrysostom's reforming zeal. Theophilus manoeuvred the trial away from Constantinople to a suburb of Chalcedon called The Oak with a group of bishops who were anti Chrysostom and managed to turn it into a trial of John.  John refused to appear before the judges who were his declared enemies and was therefore condemned and exiled by Emperor Arcadius. He was recalled within a few days, however, partly because of the disquiet of the people of Constantinople and partly because of Eudoxia’s disturbed conscience.


	404
	ARSACIUS – Bishop of Constantinople [404-405] succeeded John Chrysostom [see 398] after his violent expulsion. He was the brother of Nectarius, Chrysostom's predecessor, and had served as presbyter under Chrysostom. Before that his brother had selected him for the bishopric of Tarsus, but he refused. He was picked by those who had deposed John because of his age and his open hostility to Chrysostom which had been seen at the synod of the Oak, when he appeared as a witness against him and vehemently pressed his condemnation. On hearing of his consecration Chrysostom denounced him "as a spiritual adulterer, and a wolf in sheep's clothing."  The diocese soon made it plain that they regarded the new archbishop as an intruder as with the exception of a few officials who were the dependants of the court party the people of Constantinople refused to attend any religious assembly at which he might be expected to be present. Deserting the churches they gathered in the outskirts of the city and in the open air.
Arsacius appealed to the emperor, Arcadius, by whose orders soldiers were sent to disperse the suburban assemblies. Those who had taken a leading part in them were apprehended and tortured, and a fierce persecution commenced of the adherents of Chrysostom. We learn that Arsacius was not personally responsible for these cruel deeds; but he lacked strength of character to offer any decided opposition to the proceedings of his clergy. They did what they pleased, and Arsacius bore the blame. As a result his position became intolerable. All the bishops and clergy who by embracing Chrysostom's cause, had refused to recognise him were driven out of the East in November 404 but this only spread the discontent more widely. The whole Western episcopate refused to acknowledge him, and the bishop of Rome, Innocent I, who had warmly supported Chrysostom wrote to the clergy and laity of Constantinople strongly condemning the intrusion of Arsacius, and exhorting them to persevere in their support of their true archbishop. As a result it is no surprise that Arsacius's episcopate was a brief one, and that a feeble character worn out by old age should give way to such universal opposition. He died on 11th November 405.
MACARIUS OF ALEXANDRIA [c.320-404] – Desert Father who was banished with Macarius of Egypt [see 390] to an island by Lucius, Arian patriarch of Alexandria, during the Valens persecution of orthodoxy [364-378]. A monastic rule containing 30 regulations for his 5000 monks of the Nitrian Desert and a sermon on the eschatology of souls are amongst the writings ascribed to him.

PAULA [347-404] – Roman friend of Jerome and the mother of five children who at the age of 33 dedicated herself to ascetic life. In 385 with her daughter she followed Jerome [see 382] to Palestine, despite the pleas of her other children. After visiting the holy places and hermits in the Egyptian deserts Paula settled in Bethlehem and founded three nunneries and a monastery and gave away her remaining wealth dying in poverty.

PORPHYRIUS Primate of Antioch [404-408] see also 384 and 408
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	406


	ATTICUS – Bishop of Constantinople [406-425] succeeded Arsacius [see 404]. Born in Armenia he early embraced a monastic life. He had been an opponent of John Chrysostom and helped Arsacius of Tarsus depose him, but later became a supporter of him after his death. He rebuilt the small church that was located on the site of the later Hagia Sophia, and was an opponent of the Pelagains, which helped increase his popularity among the citizens of Constantinople.
Vigorous measures were at once adopted by Atticus in conjunction with the other members of the triumvirate to which the Eastern Church had been subjected, Theophilus of Alexandria, and Porphyry of Antioch, to crush the adherents of Chrysostom. An imperial rescript was obtained imposing the severest penalties on all who dared to reject the communion of the patriarchs. A large number of the bishops of the East persevered in the refusal, and suffered a cruel persecution; while even the inferior clergy and laity were compelled to keep themselves in concealment, or to fly the country. Unity seemed hardly nearer when the death of Chrysostom on September 14, 407 removed the original ground of the schism. A large proportion of the Christian population of Constantinople still refused communion with the usurper, and continued to hold their religious assemblies, more numerously attended than the churches, in the open air in the suburbs of the city.
Atticus displayed great vigour in combating and repressing heresy. He wrote to the bishops of Pamphylia and to Amphilochius of Iconium, calling on them to drive out the Messalians. The zeal and energy he displayed against the Pelagians are highly commended by the bishop of Rome, Celestine I, who goes so far as to style him "a true successor of St. Chrysostom". His writings were quoted as those of an orthodox teacher by the councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon.

VIGILANTIUS – A French Roman opponent of excessive asceticism. Born around 370 he was brought up in an inn and managed the estates of Sulpicius Severus and acquired a considerable literally culture. Vigilantius was ordained a presbyter Barcelona in 395. He travelled in the East and was repelled by the extreme asceticism there. He published an attack on Jerome’s asceticism and labelled him an Origenist. He declared that honour paid at the tombs of martyrs was excessive, that hermit life was cowardice, and that presbyters should be married before ordination. Jerome replied to these views in a violent way in “Against Vigilantius” in 406.


	407

	

	408
	ALEXANDER Primate of Antioch [408-418] see also 404 and 418
SEVERIAN [d. c.408] – He was an opponent of John Chrysostom [see 398].  Severian was the bishop of Gabala, Syria who came to Constantinople about 401. He was well received by Chrysostom but attempted to undermine the latter's authority during his absence in Asia. At the Synod of the Oak [see 403] he acted as accuser and judge of Chrysostom and finally affected his exile to Cuscusus demanding in 407 his removal to a more severe place of exile.

THEODOSIUS II – Roman emperor of the East [408‑450] succeeded Arcadius [see 395]. Theodosius was born in 401 and when his father died in 408 the seven-year-old boy became emperor of the Eastern parts of the Roman Empire. Government was at first by the Praetorian Prefect Anthemius, under whose supervision the land walls of Constantinople were constructed. By 416 he was capable of ruling himself, but his sister remained a strong influence on him. In 423 the Western Emperor Honorius died and Joannas proclaimed emperor. In 425, Theodosius founded the University of Constantinople. The Eastern Empire was also plagued by short raiding attacks by the Huns. The emperor chose to pay tribute which amounted to 350 Roman pounds or about 115 kg of gold until 435 and 700 Roman pounds after that.

During a visit to Syria, Theodosius met Nestorius and appointed him patriarch of Constantinople in the same year. Nestorius quickly became involved in the disputes of two theological factions, which differed in their Christology. Nestorius tried to find a middle ground between those that, emphasising the fact that in Christ God had been born as a man, insisted on calling the Virgin Mary Theotokos ("birth-giver of God"), and those that rejected that title because God as an eternal being could not have been born. Nestorius suggested the title Christotokos ("birth-giver to Christ"), but did not find acceptance by either faction and was accused of detaching Christ's divine and human natures from each other, a heresy later called Nestorianism. 

Though initially supported by the emperor, Nestorius found a forceful opponent in Patriarch Cyril of Alexandria. With the consent of the emperor and the bishop of Rome Celestine I, an Ecumenical Council convened in Ephesus in 431, which affirmed the title Theotokos and condemned Nestorius, who was then exiled by the emperor. Almost twenty years later, the theological dispute broke out again, this time caused by the Constantinopolitan abbot Eutyches, whose Christology mingled Christ's divine and human nature into one. Eutyches was condemned by Patriarch Flavian of Constantinople but found a powerful friend in Cyril's nephew and successor Dioscurus of Alexandria. Another council convoked to Ephesus in 449, deemed "robber synod" because of its tumultuous circumstances, restored Eutyches and deposed Flavian, who was mistreated and died shortly afterwards. Bishop of Rome, Leo I, and many other bishops protested against the outcome, but the emperor supported it. Only after his death in 450 would the decisions be reversed at the Council of Chalcedon. Theodosius died in 450 as the result of a riding accident to be succeeded by Marcian who had married his sister Pulcheria.



	409
	PAULINUS OF NOLA [353-431] – Bishop of Nola who was a rich landholder who under the influence of Martin of Tours [see 372] and Ambrose [see 374], with the consent of his wife, renounced the world and settled in 395 in Campania by the Shrine of Felix of Nola. Here he lived a life of great austerity and built hospitals for monks and the poor as well as water works. He became bishop of Nola in 409 and was one of the foremost Christian Latin poets of his time.

PELAGIANISM – An ascetic movement with distinctive theological emphasis named after Pelagius a Christian moralist. Pelagius was a British theologian who affirmed the doctrine of free will starting the Pelagian struggle. He was active in Rome from 383 to 409 teaching Christian perfection to aristocratic circles associated with Rufinus of Aquileia and Paulinus of Nola [see above]. He attacked Jerome's denigration of marriage. He viewed the church as the community of baptised adults committed to perfectionist ideals and magnified man’s incorruptible creative capacity for freedom from sin. Grace comprised this God given ability, the illumination of instruction and example, and forgiveness of sins. The Gothic attack on Rome dispersed these delegates and many passed via Sicily to Africa. After a time in Africa Pelagius arrived in Palestine where he was welcomed by John of Jerusalem, Jerome’s old opponent. In 415 15 the Spanish heresy hunter Orosius brought charges against Pelagius but these were dismissed at the Jerusalem synod and he was again cleared at the Synod of Diospolis in 415. A raid on Jerome’s monastery in Bethlehem was blamed on the Pelagians in 416. There continued controversy over the next eight years and after Pelagius was banned from Palestine by a synod at Antioch he disappeared from history.

 

	410
	ALARIC – Visigoth king sacks Rome. The Visigoths were German nomads who settled in Romania where they were evangelised by Arians. They were forced into Bulgaria by the Huns where they federated with the Roman Empire. Frustrated by the lack of good land Alaric sacked Rome in August 410 and died in Southern Italy shortly afterwards. This action was the impetus for Augustine [see 396] to write “The City of God”.
Christianity tolerated in Persia.
MARCELLA [325-410] – Christian ascetic of a noble Roman family who devoted herself to charitable works and ascetic practices. Her palace became a centre of Christian influence and a retreat for Christian patrician women. Jerome was her guest for three years and under his direction she gave herself to Bible study, prayers, and good works. When Alaric sacked Rome in 410 the Goths ill-treated her, thinking she was concealing her wealth and she died as result.

PAMMACHIUS [d.410] – Aristocrat and senator who studied in Rome with Jerome [see 382]. When his wife died he took monastic vows while remaining in the Senate and gave to the poor and the church. He helped Fabiola [see 395] establish a hostel for sea travellers at Portus and left his home as a church. He encouraged bishop Anastasius to condemn Origenism. Jerome dedicated to him a number of his books. He died at the siege of Rome by Alaric.

PRUDENTIUS, CLEMENS AURELIUS [348-410] – Christian Latin poet who is best known for the hymn “Of the Father's love begotten”. Lawyer and civil servant he published his extensive collection of poems at the age of 57. He applied classical Latin verse forms to Christian teaching and although the educational and moral outweighs the imaginative and lyrical his poetry still has considerable artistic merit.



411-420 AD
	411
	CARTHAGE Council condemns the Donatist movement which died out.
RABBULA [c.350-435] – Syrian theologian born near Aleppo who was converted about 400 and became a monk. In 411 he was elected bishop of Edessa and devoted himself to church reform strongly opposing Jewish, Pagan, and Gnostic influences in Syria. He supported Cyril of Alexandria at the Council of Ephesus in 431, and attacked Nestorianism especially the writings of Theodore of Mopsuestia [see 392].



	412
	CYRIL I  Patriarch of Alexandria [412-444] see 385 and 444 who assisted his uncle, Patriarch Theophilus, at the synod of the Oak [see 403] and contrived to succeed him in 412. He aggressively attacked many, especially the Nestorians of Constantinople. Armed with a condemnation from Celestine I [see 422] he secured the deposing of Nestorius at Ephesus in 431.  His writing relies to a high degree on Athanasius [see 329] and the Church Fathers.  Cyril’s argument against Nestorius vindicated the hypostatic union of Christ; however he failed to gain a full appreciation of the role of Christ’s humanity.

	413

	

	414
	OROSIUS, PAULUS – Historian who in 414 fled the Vandal invasion of his home in Spain, going to Augustine of Hippo who was young but already a presbyter. He provided Augustine with a paper against the errors of both Priscillian and Origen. As a trusted messenger he was sent by Augustine to Jerome [see 382] in Palestine to assist in the indictment of the Pelagianists but in 415 the Council of Diospolis upheld Pelagius. On Augustine’s advice Orosius composed a Christian world history in seven books designed to explain Alaric’s sack of Rome in 410. Material from 378 takes on value since his sources have not survived. After the final date he deals with, which is 417, Orosius himself disappears.


	415

	

	416
	THEODORET [c.393-458] – Bishop of Cyrrhus in Syria. He was born in Antioch and entered a nearby monastery in 416 and in 423 became bishop of Cyrrhus where he spent the rest of his life making himself a reputation not only as a theologian, historian, and a controversialist but as a faithful and diligent pastor. Theodoret opposed Cyril of Alexandria [see 444] and this led to his deposition at the Robber Synod of Ephesus in 449 but he was restored at the Council of Chalcedon in 451. He wrote a number of commentaries as well as a collection of 30 biographies of monks and a church history which continued the work of Eusebius down to 428.


	417
	GALLA PLACIDA [c.390-450] – Roman empress, the daughter of Theodosius I. She was captured by Alaric in 410 and married his successor Ataulf in 414.  On her husband's death she returned to Italy and in 417 married Constantius. When he died in 421 she retired to Constantinople but when her brother Honorius died in 423 and Theodosius II recognised her son Valentinian III as his successor she returned to the West establishing a court at Ravenna. She was an uncompromising Catholic, her influence may be seen in numerous edicts against all the sects opposed to the Catholic faith.
PRAULIUS Primate of Jerusalem[417-422] see 386 and 422
ZOSIMUS – Bishop of Rome [417‑418]. He took a decisive part in the protracted dispute over the jurisdiction of the see of Arles over that of Vienne, favouring the former. His fractious temper coloured all the controversies in which he took part. His consecration took place on March 18, 417 and was attended by Patroclus, bishop of Arles, who had been raised to that see in place of Bishop Heros of Arles who had been forcibly and unjustly removed by the imperial general Constantine. Patroclus gained the confidence of the new bishop of Rome at once; as early as 22 March he received a letter which made him a kind of ‘vicar for Rome’ for the whole of Gaul as no Gallic ecclesiastic was permitted to journey to Rome without bringing with him a certificate of identity from Patroclus. Not long after the election of Zosimus, the proponent of Pelagianism, Caelestius (who had been condemned by the preceding bishop of Rome, Innocent I), came to Rome to justify himself before the new bishop, having been expelled from Constantinople in the summer of 417. Shortly after this, Zosimus became involved in a dispute with the African bishops in regard to the right of appeal to the Roman See for clerics who had been condemned by their bishops. When the priest Apiarius of Sicca had been excommunicated by his bishop on account of his crimes, he appealed directly to Zosimus without regard to the regular course of appeal in Africa. Zosimus at once accepted the appeal, and sent legates with letters to Africa to investigate the matter. Zosimus also issued a decree forbidding clerics to visit taverns. He succeeded Innocent I [see 401] and was succeeded by Boniface I [see 418].



	418
	ALYPIUS – Bishop of Thagaste and a friend of Jerome and Augustine who with others was a spokesman for the Catholic bishops in a conference between Catholics and Donatists at Carthage in 411. Again with Augustine he represented Numidia at the council of Carthage in 418 at which the Catholic view of original sin and grace was set forth in nine canons.

BONIFACE I – Bishop of Rome [418‑422]. He succeeded Zosimus [see 417]. He was a contemporary of Saint Augustine of Hippo who dedicated to him some of his works. On the death of Zosimus, two parties were put forward as candidate for bishop; one was Boniface, the other Eulalius. The emperor Honorius [see 395] was asked to intervene, and he sent an edict instructing both men to leave Rome. The following Easter, Eulalius returned to the city to perform baptisms and celebrate the feast. When the emperor heard of this Eulalius was stripped of his rank and banished from Rome, and on December 28, 418 Boniface became bishop. Boniface continued the opposition to Pelagianism and persuaded Emperor Theodosius II [see 408] to return Illyricum to Western jurisdiction. He also defended the rights of the Holy See.

EULALIUS – Antipope (rival bishop) [418-419]. He was in opposition to Bishop Boniface I. He was an archdeacon and elected by a clerical faction. Emperor Honorius called a synod, which was the first intervention by an emperor in an ecclesiastical election, to decide upon the matter. There being no clear result he ordered both claimants out of Rome prior to a second synod. Eulalius returned early to perform the Holy Week services and for this defiance plus clashes involving his supporters he was expelled from Rome and Boniface declared bishop by the emperor.  Eulalius made no further attempt to gain the see and died in 423.
JULIAN OF ECLANUM [380-c.455] – Pelagian theologian who was ordained on the death of his wife and succeeded his father as bishop of Eclanum. He was very learned in Latin, Greek, logic, and theology, and became a supporter of Pelagius [see 409]. In 418 Julian attacked the writings of Zosimus bishop of Rome who had condemned Pelagius and Celestius. He was deposed and expelled from Italy. He now travelled in the East and was received by Theodore of Mopsuestia and Nestorius [see 428]. Returning to Sicily he taught there until his death. Julian was Pelagianism’s “most systematic exponent”. He defined freedom of the will as “the possibility of committing sin or abstaining from it”. He reduced grace to simple, protective divine assistance. He denied the responsibility of the human race in Adam’s sin. He defended marriage against asceticism. Augustine answered him in three works.
THEODOTUS Primate of Antioch [418-428] see also 408 and 428


	419

	

	420
	PHILOSTORGIUS [c.368-430] – Historian. He was born in Cappadocia and wrote an ecclesiastical history from the Arian heresy of 300 to Valentinian II’s rise to the Western throne in 425. Like many of the histories of that time it tended to be inaccurate and biased. His work however has value for its accounts of several important Arians and as a corrective to the partisan views of the Orthodox church historians.



421-430 AD
	421

	

	422
	CELESTINE I – Bishop of Rome [422‑432].  Soon after his accession he was in controversy with the African bishops. He opposed heresy and in 425 the emperor expelled heretics from Rome. Celestine sent Germanus of Auxere to England in 429 to counter Pelagianism [see 409] and closed Novatianist [see 249] churches in Rome. In 430 he empowered Cyril of Alexandria [see 444] to execute a ten day ultimatum to Nestorius. He approved of the decisions of the Council of Ephesus where Mary was first called Mother of God even though he was not represented. He succeeded Boniface I [see 418] and was succeeded by Sixtus III [see 432].
JUVENAL Patriarch of Jerusalem[422-458] see 417 and 458 It was during this period in 451 when the ruling bishop was upgraded to a Patriarch



	423
	JOANNES – Roman emperor of the West [423‑425] – On the death of the Emperor Honorius (August 27, 423), Theodosius II, the remaining ruler of the House of Theodosius hesitated in announcing his uncle's death and Joannes a senior civil servant was made emperor. He was known for his mildness, intelligence, and general ability. Unlike the Theodosian emperors, he tolerated all Christian sects. He had hoped that he could come to an agreement with the emperor Theodosius, but when Theodosius II elevated the young Valentinian III first to Caesar, then to co-emperor as an Augustus, he knew he could only expect war. Late in 424, he sent one of his younger but promising followers Aëtius to the Huns to seek military help. While Aëtius was away on his mission, the army of the Eastern Empire left Thessalonica for Italy and soon made their base in Aquileia. Eventually his garrison of Ravenna was convinced to betray him to a force led by Aspar, the son of the Eastern commander. The fallen emperor was brought to Aquileia where first his hand was cut off and then he was paraded on a donkey in the Hippodrome to the insults of the populace, then after further insults and injuries he was decapitated in mid 425.


	424
	APIARIUS – African priest who was a test case of relations between Rome and the African churches. Excommunicated and deposed by the pro Augustine Urbanus he appealed to Zosimos of Rome [see 417] who demanded his reinstatement. Excommunicated again for offences at Tabraca he appealed to Celestine of Rome [see 422] who ordered him restored. At another council at Carthage in 424 he confessed and the African bishops asserted their right to judge their affairs exclusively while conceding that Rome had primacy of honour.



	425
	CASSIAN, JOHN [360—435] – Writer on Asceticism was born probably in Rumania. He entered a Bethlehem monastery by 392. He admired Chrysostom [see 398] and due to his removal as bishop of Constantinople John Cassian moved to Rome. In reply to a request from Bishop Castor of Apt for advice on Egyptian asceticism he wrote “Institutes” which influenced the Benedictine Rule [see 529] and was considered an ascetic classic for centuries. He is recognised as a saint by the Eastern Orthodox Church.
VALENTINIAN III – Roman Emperor of the West [425‑455]. In 423, Honorius [see 395] died, and the usurper Joannes [see 423] took the power in Rome. To counter this menace, Theodosius nominated Valentinian Caesar of the west (October 23, 424), and betrothed him to his own daughter. He was at that time five years of age. He would eventually marry her in 437. In 425, after Joannes had been executed, Valentinian was installed Western Emperor in Rome, on October 23, at the age of six. His reign is marked by the dismemberment of the Western Empire; the conquest of the province of Africa by the Vandals in 439; the loss of great portions of Spain and Gaul, in which the barbarians had established themselves. The burden of taxation became more and more intolerable as the power of Rome decreased. Valentinian not only lacked the ability to govern the empire in a time of crisis, but aggravated its dangers by his self-indulgence and vindictiveness.


	426
	SISINNIUS I – Patriarch of Constantinople [426-427] succeeded Atticus [see 406]. There is no additional information readily available.


	427

	

	428
	HILARY OF ARLES [401-449] – Bishop of Arles who was born of a noble family. He was persuaded to renounce secular society for that of solitude of Lerins by its founder Honoratus his kinsman. When Honoratus became bishop of Arles in 426 Hillary accompanied him there and succeeded him two years later. He tried to promote the position of bishop of Arles. He presided over the councils of Riez [439] Orange [441] and Vaison [442]. The canons of Reiz and Orange were concerned mainly with discipline. He came into conflict with Bishop Leo who was very energetic in furthering the rights of the bishop of Rome. Leo deprived Hillary of his rights in 444. Of his remaining years little is known.

JOHN I Primate of Antioch [428-443] see also 418 and 443
NESTORIUS – Patriarch of Constantinople [428-431] succeeded Sisinnius [see 426]. He was accused of heresy that later bore his name, Nestorianism, because he objected to the popular practice of calling the Virgin Mary the "Mother of God" (theotokos) instead preaching that "Mother of Christ" would be more fitting. He was condemned at the Council of Ephesus. Nestorius was born in 386 in Germanicia in the Roman province of Syria and gained a reputation for his sermons that led to his enthronement by Theodosius II as archbishop following the death of Sisinnius I in 428. Shortly after his arrival in Constantinople, Nestorius became involved in the disputes of two theological factions, which differed in their Christology.  Nestorius tried to find a middle ground between those that, emphasising the fact that in Christ God had been born as a man and insisted on calling the Virgin Mary theotokos, and those that rejected that title because God as an eternal being could not have been born. 

Nestorius suggested the title Christotokos "birth-giver to Christ", but did not find acceptance on either side. Nestorius believed that no union between the human and divine were possible. If such a union of human and divine occurred, Nestorius believed that Christ could not truly be con-substantial with God and con-substantial with us because he would grow, mature, suffer and die (which he said God cannot do) and also would possess the power of God that would separate him from being equal to humans.

Eusebius, the bishop of the Dorylaeum was the first to accuse Nestorius of heresy but his most forceful opponent however was Patriarch Cyril of Alexandria [see 444]. Nestorius’ opponents charged him with detaching Christ's divinity and humanity into two persons existing in one body, thereby denying the reality of the Incarnation. This heresy came to be known as Nestorianism. The Emperor Theodosius II (401-450) was eventually induced to call a general church council at Ephesus, which itself was a centre for the veneration of Mary, where the theotokos concept was popular. The emperor gave his support to the archbishop of Constantinople, while the bishop of Rome, Celestine I, was in agreement with Cyril. Cyril took charge of the First Council of Ephesus in 431, opening debate before the long overdue contingent of Eastern bishops from Antioch arrived and the council deposed Nestorius and declared him a heretic before his supporters arrived. They convened their own synod, at which Cyril was deposed. Both sides then appealed to the emperor. Initially the imperial government ordered both Nestorius and Cyril deposed and exiled, however, Cyril was eventually allowed to return after bribing various courtiers.

In the following months, 17 bishops who supported Nestorius' doctrine were removed from their sees. Eventually John I of Antioch was obliged to abandon Nestorius in March 433. On August 3, 435, Theodosius II issued an imperial edict that exiled Nestorius to a monastery in the Great Oasis of Hibis in Egypt, securely within the diocese of Cyril. Though Nestorius had been condemned by the church, including his fellow Syrians, ideas similar to his own remained strong in the area and eventually led to the formation of separate Nestorian churches, such as the Assyrian Church of the East. In 1895, a 16th century book manuscript containing a copy of a text written by Nestorius was discovered by American missionaries in the library of the Nestorian patriarch in the mountains at Konak, Hakkari. This book had suffered damage during Muslim raids, but was substantially intact. The original 16th century manuscript was destroyed in 1915 during the Turkish massacres of Assyrian Christians. In this book written towards the end of his life, Nestorius denies the heresy for which he was condemned and instead affirms of Christ "the same one is twofold", an expression that some consider similar to the formulation of the Council of Chalcedon. Nestorius' earlier surviving writings, however, including his letter written in response to Cyril's charges against him, contain material that seems to support charges that he held Christ as two distinct persons in one body. The emperor exiled him to his monastery in Antioch and later to the great oasis in Egypt where he died.



	429
	PALLADIUS – Missionary to Ireland and native of Gaul who was a disciple of Germanus at Auxerre. He was sent to Rome in 429 and made an impression on Bishop Celestine and was commissioned by him to go to Ireland. His commission was “Palladius ordained by Pope Celestine is sent as the first bishop of the Scots who believe in Christ”. The date of his commission [431] recorded in the Chronicle of Prosper of Aquitaine indicates that there were Christians in Ireland before the days of Patrick. The hostility of the Irish discouraged him and Palladius left no enduring impression on Ireland or her church. He decided to return to Rome but died in Britain on the way.


	430
	EUTYCHES [378-454] – Early Monophysite. At the third ecumenical Council of Ephesus in 430, Cyril of Alexandria [see 444] worked out a compromise between the theologians who advocated two natures of Christ and those holding to one nature. However, on Cyril's death in 444, open opposition broke out against the compromise, with Cyril’s successor leading the opposition along with Eutyches who was head of a monastery in Constantinople. Eutyches had come out of retirement to contest Nestorianism towards which he felt the compromise leaned but went to such an extreme in stressing the single nature of Christ that the supporters of orthodoxy in Constantinople began to become uneasy. The obstinacy of Eutyches in refusing to recognise the two natures brought about his condemnation by the patriarch of Constantinople, Flavian, who declared his views unorthodox. Eutyches’ refusal to accept this brought about the scandalous Robber Synod of Ephesus [see 449] to support his views.
LEPORIUS – Latin theologian from Gaul who was a monk in Marseille and flourished around 425-430. He issued a letter in which he taught the essential similarity between Christ’s moral experience and our own. When rebuked by several bishops he and his followers fled to Africa where he met Augustine and publicly recanted his error at Carthage.

MARK THE HERMIT [d. c.430] – He had been abbot of a monastery in Galatia and was a contemporary and possibly a disciple of John Chrysostom [see 398]. His writings show that Mark had an ethical and practical rather than the mystical approach to theology, an independence from tradition and his intention to base his arguments upon Scripture. He wrote opposing those who expect to gain grace by works, insisting like Paul that grace and justification are free gifts and that all good works are evidence of a prior work of grace. Like Chrysostom, Mark accepted the doctrine of original sin, but denied that it utterly destroyed free will, which he felt was perfectly restored at baptism.

Persecution of Christians in Persia
POLYCHRONIUS [d. c.430] – Bishop of Apamea in Syria and brother of Theodore of Mopsuesta [see 392]. He was one of the most prominent of the exegetes of the Antiochene School. He wrote commentaries on Job, Daniel and Ezekiel of which only fragments are preserved. Considered a heretic though never formally condemned, he criticised the Alexandrine method of biblical exegesis.




431-440 AD
	431
	CAPREOLUS – Bishop of Carthage who is known principally for his letter to the council of Ephesus [431] against the Nestorians. He also begged the council not to reopen the Pelagian controversy on the principle that once settled old problems should not be reconsidered.

MAXIMIANUS – Bishop of Constantinople [431-434] succeeded Nestorius [see 428]. Maximianus was the archbishop of Constantinople from 25 October 431 until his death on 12 April 434. He had led a monastic life and had entered presbyteral orders; his action in building, at his own expense, tombs for the remains of holy men had obtained for him a reputation of sanctity. The action of the Ecumenical council of Ephesus had thrown the churches of Constantinople into direst confusion.  A large proportion of the citizens held strongly to Nestorius; the clergy, with one voice, agreed in the anathema. 
In principles he followed the former archbishops, Chrysostom, Atticus, and Sisinnius. The bishop of Rome, Celestine I, wrote to him in highly complimentary terms on his elevation. The appointment was made by the unanimous vote of clergy, emperor, and people. It was the custom for occupants of the principal sees on election to send a synodical letter to the most considerable bishops of the Christian world, asking for the assurance of their communion. Maximianus sent his synodical to the Eastern clergy as to the others. Communion was refused by a number of bishops. Harmony being restored, John of Antioch and the other Eastern bishops wrote Maximianus a letter of communion indicating their consent to his election and to the deposition of Nestorius. Cyril wrote to him, attributing the blessed result to the force of his prayers. Maximianus died in office. 
EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH [see also 1054 and 1612] – This denomination consists of a federation of several self-governing churches. Orthodox comes from the Greek word meaning "right believing". Included in the church are four ancient patriarchs Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem. It is usually estimated that the Orthodox Christians number about 150 million. The Orthodox Church claims to be a family of self-governing churches held together, not by centralised organisation or a single prelate, but by a bond of unity in the faith and communion in the sacraments. The patriarch of Constantinople is known as the Ecumenical or Universal Patriarch. The Eastern Orthodox claim to have an unbroken continuation of the Christian Church established by Christ and his apostles. There are three main stages of fragmentation of Christendom. The first occurred in the fifth and sixth centuries when the Nestorian Church of Persia and five Monophysite churches of Armenia, Assyria, Egypt, Ethiopia and India divided from the main body of Christianity. This was considered at the conference of Ephesus in 431 where the Nestorian Church was rejected. [See below]

COUNCIL OF EPHESUS – Summoned by Emperor Theodosius II in 431 to solve the problem raised by the Nestorian Controversy, it has become known as the third general council. With 60 bishops present, it was opened by Cyril, bishop of Alexandria. Neither the Syrian bishops who were expected to support Nestorius nor the representatives of the bishop of Rome were present. When the Syrian bishops arrived they held a rival meeting where Cyril, and Memnon, bishop of Ephesus were excommunicated. But it was Cyril's assembly that was eventually endorsed by the Roman legates when they arrived. The Nestorian schism gained momentum and led to the separate Nestorian Church although the emperor tried to prevent this.

IRELAND [see also 1172] – Ireland had escaped the ravages and the benefits of Roman invasion. There were in Ireland Christians from an early age such as Kieran of Cape Clear Island. Palladius [see 429] was sent in 431 to minister to the Irish who were believes in Christ; but the establishing and development of the Christian Church was largely due to the work of Patrick [see 461] and the church he founded, developed in isolation from the Western Church. Christians like Finnian of Clonard [d. c.589] and Comgall [see 558] of Bangor at home, and Columba [see 546] and Columbanus [see 580] abroad, made famous the name of the Irish Church.


	432
	SIXTUS III – Bishop of Rome [432‑440] whose name of Sixtus is often connected with a great building boom in Rome: Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill was dedicated during his pontificate and he built Santa Maria Maggiore, whose dedication to Mary the Mother of God reflected his acceptance of the Ecumenical council of Ephesus which closed in 431. At that council the debate over Christ's human and divine natures turned on whether Mary could legitimately be called the "Mother of God" or only "Mother of Christ". The council gave her the Greek title Theotokos (literally "God-bearer", or "Mother of God"), and the dedication of the large church in Rome is a response to that. Prior to being made bishop of Rome, Sixtus was a patron of Pelagius [see 409], who was later condemned as a heretic. One of his main concerns was in restoring peace between Cyril of Alexandria [see 444] and the Syrians. He also maintained the rights of the bishop of Rome over Illyria and the position of the archbishop of Thessalonica as head of the Illyrian church. He succeeded Celestine I [see 422] and was succeeded by Leo I [see 440].
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	434
	EUCHERIUS [d.449] – Bishop of Lyons who engaged at first in public administration and was married with two sons. He retired in middle life to Lerins where he pursued an ascetic life of study and worship. His reputation for sanctity became widespread and about 434 he was elected as bishop of Lyons. He presided over the Synod of Orange jointly with Hilary of Arles [see 428]. His writings show extensive biblical knowledge and provided material used widely by mediaeval mystics and hymn writers.
PROCLUS – Patriarch of Constantinople [434-446] succeeded Maximianus [see 431]. The friend and disciple of John Chrysostom, he became secretary to Archbishop Atticus of Constantinople (406 - 425) who ordained him deacon and priest. Sisinnius I (see 426) consecrated him bishop of Cyzicus but the people there refused to receive him, so he remained at Constantinople. On the death of Sisinnius, the famous Nestorius succeeded as archbishop of Constantinople (428 - 431), and early in 429 on a festival of the Theotokos (Virgin Mary), Proclus preached his celebrated sermon on the Incarnation, which was later inserted in the beginning of the Acts of the Council of Ephesus. When Archbishop Maximianus (431-434) died, Proclus was immediately enthroned by the permission of Emperor Theodosius, and the bishops gathered at Constantinople. His first care was the funeral of his predecessor, and he then sent to both patriarchs, Cyril of Alexandria and John of Antioch, the usual synodical letters announcing his appointment, both of whom approved of it. In the time of Proclus, the Trisagion or hymns that have Holy, Holy Holy in it relating to God came into use. The occasion is said to have been at a time when violent earthquakes lasted for four months at Constantinople, so that the people were obliged to leave the city and encamp in the fields. Proclus appears to have been wise, moderate, and conciliatory, desirous, while strictly adhering to orthodoxy himself, to win over those who differed from him by persuasion rather than force.


	435
	IBAS [d.457] – Bishop of Edessa from 435 who is best known for the letter he sent in 433 to Bishop Mari in Persia. This reveals that he took a mediating position between the Nestorians and the views of Cyril of Alexandria. He also helped to translate into Syriac the writings of Theodore of Mopsuestia, the Antiochene theologian. Because of supposed Nestorianism Ibas was deposed at the Robber Synod of Ephesus in 449.
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	437
	FAUSTUS OF RIEZ [d. c.490] – Semi-Pelagian bishop probably of British origin. Abbot of Lerins from 437 he became involved in a dispute with the bishop of Arles. The solution of the dispute helped to lay down the lines of demarcation between dioceses and monasteries in the future. He then became bishop of Riez, and as an ascetic, Bible scholar and preacher of very considerable skill. He was clearly the most outstanding prelate in Roman Gaul. Resistance to the Arian king of the Visigoths, Euric, led to his exile from 478-485. In one of his works he argued strongly for the operation of man’s free will in obtaining salvation.
NARSAI [399-502] – Nestorian [see 428] theologian and poet. A monk who lived to a ripe old age he headed up the theological School in Edessa after 437. Exiled 20 years later he established a new school at Nisbis on plans laid by Bishop Barsumas [see 493] and at his request. The school became the teaching centre for Nestorian theology.
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	439
	ARNOBIUS the Younger wrote a book in which he catalogues ninety heresies largely described in Augustine’s “De Haeresibus” including Pelagians [see 411], Nestorians [see 428], and the Praedestinati [see 432].  After 454 he refutes Sabellian, Arian, and Pelagian views, and defended the Leonine doctrine of the two natures. He gives the writings of Augustine [see 396] the respect reserved for the Scriptures.

PHILIP SIDETES – Historian who was ordained a deacon at Constantinople by his friend John Chrysostom [see 398] and was later three times unsuccessful in his candidacy for the position of patriarch of Constantinople. Between 434 and 439 he wrote “Christian History” comprising 36 books treating world history from the creation to about 426. Fragments of the work remained and are valuable to supplement Eusebius. One of the Sidetes fragments deals with his alleged assertion that the Jews had martyred both John the apostle and James.



	440
	EMBER DAYS – Fast days on the Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays after St Lucy's Day [13th December], the first Sunday in Lent, Whitsunday, and Holy Cross Day [14th September]. The Ember Days are peculiar to the Western Church. As Christian observances they were well established at Rome by Bishop Leo I [440-61] but not until the 11th century was the practice finally fixed. During the Middle Ages these fasts became associated with ordination.
ISADORE OF PELUSIUM [c.360-440] – Ascetic and theologian. He was for 40 years abbot of a monastery near Pelusium on the eastern estuary of the Nile. He took part in fifth century controversies supporting the memory of Chrysostom whose exegesis he followed, and warning Cyril of Alexandria to be moderate in his dealing with the Nestorians. Isadore left some 2000 letters which contain much of doctrinal, exegetical, and moral interest. He held that the Holy Spirit was equal with the Father and Son.
LEO I – Bishop of Rome [440‑461].  He was an Italian aristocrat, and is the earliest bishop of the Roman Catholic Church to have received the title "the Great". He is perhaps best known for having met Attila the Hun outside Rome in 452, persuading him to turn back from his invasion of Western Europe. He was chosen by the emperor to settle the dispute between Aetius and Albinus, the two highest officials in Gaul. During his absence on this mission, Sixtus III died and Leo was unanimously elected by the people to succeed him. An uncompromising foe of heresy, Leo found that in the diocese of Aquileia, Pelagians were received into church communion without formal repudiation of their errors; he wrote to rebuke them, making accusations of culpable negligence, and required a solemn abjuration before a synod. Manicheans fleeing before the Vandals had come to Rome in 439 and secretly organised there; Leo learned of this around 443, and proceeded against them by holding a public debate with their representatives, burning their books, and warning the Roman Christians against them. His efforts led to the edict of Valentinian III against them in 445. Nor was his attitude less decided against the Priscillianists. Bishop Turrubius of Astorga, astonished at the spread of this sect in Spain, had addressed the other Spanish bishops on the subject, sending a copy of his letter to Leo, who took the opportunity to exercise Roman policy in Spain. 

In 445, Leo disputed with Dioscorus, Cyril's successor as bishop of Alexandria insisting that their practice should follow that of Rome since their founder Mark was the disciple of Peter. This, of course, was not the position of the Copts, who saw the ancient patriarchates as equals. In a letter to the bishops of Campania, Picenum, and Tuscany (443) Leo required the observance of all his precepts and those of his predecessors; and he sharply rebuked the bishops of Sicily (447) for their deviation from the Roman custom as to the time of baptism, requiring them to send delegates to the Roman synod to learn the proper practice. Leo wrote: "The care of the universal Church should converge towards Peter's one seat, and nothing anywhere should be separated from its Head.” Not without serious opposition did he succeed in asserting his authority over Gaul. Feeling that his dominant idea of the Roman universal monarchy was threatened, Leo appealed to the civil power for support, and obtained from Valentinian III the famous decree of June 6, 445, which recognised the primacy of the bishop of Rome based on the merits of Peter, the dignity of the city, and the Nicene Creed, and provided for the forcible extradition by provincial governors of anyone who refused to answer a summons to Rome. 

At the Second Council of Ephesus in 449, Leo's representatives delivered his famous Tome in the form of a letter addressed to Flavian, which repeats the formulas of Western Christology. The council paid no attention to the protests of Leo's legates, but deposed Flavian and Eusebius, who appealed to Rome.  In 450, with the death of Theodosius II and the sudden change in the Eastern situation, Anatolius, the new patriarch of Constantinople fulfilled Leo's requirements, and his “Tome” was everywhere read and recognised.  At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, after Leo's Tome on the two natures of Christ was read out, the bishops participating in the Council cried out: "This is the faith of the fathers, Peter has spoken thus through Leo.” 

The approaching collapse of the Western Empire gave Leo a further opportunity to appear as the representative of lawful authority. When Attila invaded Italy in 452 and threatened Rome, it was Leo who, with two high civil functionaries, went to meet him and effected his withdrawal. However pragmatic concerns such as the large sum of gold that accompanied Leo, or logistical and strategic concerns, may have been the true reason for Attila's mercy. Attila's army being already quite stretched and full from booty from plunder, the bishop’s plea for mercy may well have merely served as an honourable reason for not continuing on and sacking the Roman capitol. Unfortunately Leo's intercession could not prevent the sack of the city by the Vandals in 455, but murder and arson were repressed by his influence. He died probably in 461. He succeeded Sixtus III [see 432] and was succeeded by Hilarius [see 461].

POSSIDIUS [d. c.440] – Biographer and friend of Augustine [see 413]. He was a member of the monastery of Hippo until he was made bishop of Calama about 400. He was active in supporting Augustine's opposition to Donatism and to the Pelagian heresy.

PROPSER OF AQUITAINE [c.390-463] – Scholar with a classical education background who was learned also in theology, and part of a monastic community in Marseilles at the outbreak of the semi-Pelagian controversy, all which he opposed. Together with his friend Hilary he wrote to Augustine in Africa in 428 concerning the opposition to his theology of grace and predestination especially among the disciples of John Cassian [see 425].  In 431 he went to Rome to gain support for Augustine’s doctrines. Finally he rejected Augustine’s position, instead believing God willed to save all men. As secretary to Leo I after 440 he aided him with correspondence and theological writings against the Nestorians.




441-450 AD
	441
	ORANGE, COUNCILS OF – Two synods held in Orange in southern France in 441 and 529. Hilary of Arles [see 428] presided at the first. It was attended by 16 bishops and 30 canons were issued on disciplinary matters. Caesarius of Arles [see 503] presided over the second championing Augustinian grace in the struggle against semi-Pelagianism. In a contest with Felix IV he triumphed, submitting to thirteen bishops in Orange declaration on grace and free will which they signed and which Boniface II approved in 531. These upheld much of the Augustinian doctrine on grace as the corrective to the views of John Cassian [see 425] and Faustus of Riez [see 437] stressing the need for grace and condemning predestination of man to evil. The 529 council ended the semi-Pegalian controversy in southern Gaul.


	442
	VAISON, COUNCILS OF – Two church councils were held at Vaison in France in the fifth and sixth centuries. The first in 442 enacted 10 canons most of which were aimed at strengthening the power the bishops. The second was held in 529 and enacted five canons one of which required regular prayers to be said for the bishop of Rome.


	443
	DOMNUS II Primate of Antioch [443-450] see also 428 and 450


	444
	DIOSCORUS I  Patriarch of Alexandria [444-451] see 412 and 452 who was the successor of Cyril and became a leading figure in the Monophysite controversy.  In 444 he had accused Theodoret [see 416] of Nestorianism and when Eutyches was accused by Theodoret and others of the opposite error he came to his aid.  He persuaded Theodosius II to call a Council at Ephesus in 449 which declared Eutyches orthodox and opposed Theodoret and the others. However following the death of Emperor Theodosius the new rulers leaned to the other side and another synod was held in Constantinople in 450 where Leo's Tome was read and received, and many of Dioscorus' victims were rehabilitated.  A new council was called in Nicaea and Leo was excommunicated. However the following year at a council in Chalcedon Dioscorus himself was exiled, his deposition being permanent.  This divided the Egyptian Christians with a majority continuing to venerate Dioscorus and to repudiate Chalcedon. This remains the position of the Coptic Church to this day.
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	446
	FLAVIAN – Bishop of Constantinople [446-449] succeeded Proclus [see 434]. He was the guardian of the sacred vessels of the great Church of Constantinople when he was chosen to become archbishop of Constantinople. During his consecration, Roman emperor Theodosius II was staying at Chalcedon, and his eunuch Chrysaphius induced the emperor to ‘require a gift’ (extort a present of gold) from the new archbishop but he was unsuccessful. From that moment Chrysaphius began to plot against the new archbishop by supporting the archimandrite Eutyches in his dispute with Flavian. Flavian presided at a council of forty bishops at Constantinople on 8th November 448, to resolve a dispute between the metropolitan bishop of Sardis and two bishops of his province. Eusebius, bishop of Dorylaeum, presented his indictment against Eutyches. The speech of Flavian remains, concluding with this appeal to the bishop of Dorylaeum: "Let your reverence condescend to visit him and argue with him about the true faith, and if he shall be found in very truth to err, then he shall be called to our holy assembly, and shall answer for himself." Eventually the synod deposed Eutyches. However, as Eutyches protested against this verdict and received the support of Dioscorus I of Alexandria, the emperor convoked another council to Ephesus. At this council, which assembled on 8th August 449, Eutyches and Dioscuros violently attacked the archbishop. The council reinstated Eutyches and Flavian died from the injuries he received from this attack on August 11, 449. The bishop of Rome, Leo I, whose legates had been ignored at the council, protested, first calling the council a "robber synod", and declared its decisions void. The Council of Chalcedon, called in 451, condemned Eutyches, confirmed Bishop Leo's Tome and canonised Flavian as a martyr.
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	448
	BASIL OF SELEUCIA [d 458] – Bishop of Seleucia in Asia Minor [448-458] who was a friend of the pro Monophysite Dioscorus. He condemned Eutyches [see 430] at the Home Synod in Constantinople in 448 but the following year supported him as Dioscorus was present at the Ephesian Council. Almost deposed at Chalcedon because of this change he recalled his orthodoxy of 448 adding that he had already signed the Tome of Leo. 



	449
	ANATOLIUS – Bishop of Constantinople [449-458] succeeded Flavian [see 446].  After his consecration, and being under suspicion of Eutychianism, Anatolius publicly condemned the teachings not only of Eutyches, but also those of Nestorius, subscribing to the letters of Cyril against Nestorius and of Leo I against Eutyches. Unlike many of the prelates of that region it is said that Anatolius' faith in Christ remained always pure and his attitude towards the bishop of Rome most respectful. 

It was during his time that Constantinople was made equal in dignity with Rome so there arose the controversy between Anatolius and Leo I, bishop of Rome. Leo complained to the Eastern emperor, Marcian, that Anatolius had overstepped his jurisdiction by consecrating Maximinus II as Patriarch of Antioch, but Anatolius had secured rights of jurisdiction and consecration over neighbouring metropolitans which Bishop Leo had refused to recognise.
Edward Gibbon states that the crowning of the Eastern emperor Leo I on his accession by Anatolius in 457 is the first instance of the kind on record. Anatolius was credited for putting forward a Greek system of hymns. The followers of Dioscorus I, the bishop of Alexandria and supporter of Eutyches, are said to have killed him in 458.
Peter CHRYSOLOGUS [d 449] – Archbishop of Ravenna who was a renowned preacher and administrator. He tried to eliminate pagan customs, to regulate Lenten fast and to reduce the delay in baptising Christian converts. He was consecrated archbishop under Sixtus III [see 432].
EPHESUS, THE ROBBER SYNOD OF – The purpose of this council, called by Theodosius II, was to consider the implications of the condemnation of Eutyches at the synod of Constantinople in 448. In fact under the influence of the Monophysite Dioscorus, patriarch of Alexandria, the synod reinstated Eutychus and opposed his opponents. The legates of the Roman see who carried the famous Tome of Bishop Leo I were insulted. The decisions of the robber synod were reversed at the Council of Chaldean in 451. Its unusual name is based on part of a letter that Leo sent to Empress Pulcheria describing his thoughts on the synod.

EUSEBIUS – Bishop of Doryleum from 448. A Constantinople lawyer, he posted a document there in 429 comparing excerpts from the sermons of Nestorius with the utterances of the third century heretic Paul of Samosata [see 260] thus directly accusing the Nestorians of denying the divinity of Christ. In 449, along with Patriarch Flavian, he was deposed and exiled by the Robber Synod held in Ephesus [see above]. He was restored to his see by the Roman bishop and by the emperor, Marcion, in 451, and subsequently took a prominent part in the Council of Chalcedon [see 451] later that year.

TOME OF LEO – A letter addressed by Leo I to Patriarch Flavian of Constantinople in 449 containing a lucid and systematic exposition of the Catholic doctrine of the Incarnation. The timing of the Tome was chiefly the appeal made to Leo by Eutyches [see 430] after he had been deposed for Monophysitism by Flavian. The Tome, which upheld Flavian's condemnation of Eutyches, was endorsed by the Council of Chalcedon two years later.



	450
	CELTIC CHURCH – Little is known about the introduction of Christianity into Britain but by the 4th century it was well enough organised to send representative’s to the Synod of Arles in 314 and the Council of Arminum in 359. The Pegalian heresy [see 409] spread to the Celtic Church and Germanus of Auxerre visited England to try and combat it in 429.
Saxon invasions about 450 which isolated the British Church from continental life resulted in the extermination of Christianity in England. It survived only in remote regions of the British Isles. Differences between the Celtic and Roman Church were resolved at the Synod of Whitby [see 663] resulting in a victory for Roman practices. 

The Celtic Church under the leadership of Ninian [see 400] and Patrick [see 461] featured a church organisation under a monastic abbot rather than a bishop. Each abbot served a single tribe with the abbot as the tribal leader. The Celts sent out men like Columbanus [585-615] who preached in France, Switzerland and North Italy. They encouraged scholarship and had a rich artistic tradition particularly in Sculpture and Illuminated Manuscripts such as the Book of Kells [see 850]. 
EZNICK – An Armenian writer and bishop who also understood Persian, Greek and Syriac and was familiar with the theological literature of those languages. As a bishop he took part in the synod of Artashast in 450 which rejected the Persian demand that the Armenians adopt Zoroastrianism. He also took part in translating the Armenian version of the Bible and according to tradition wrote a number of homilies, all of which are now lost. His best-known work however is a “Refutation of the Sects” which is still preserved in the Armenian original. It consists of four books, the first dealing with the pagan idea of the eternity of matter, the second with Zoroastrianism, the third with Greek philosophy, and the fourth with a Gnostic sect of the Marcionites.

MARCIAN – Roman emperor of the East [450‑457] succeeded Theodosius II [see 408]. Upon becoming emperor, Marcian stopped the large payments of tribute to Attila the Hun (434–453), which had been received from Theodosius II. Aware that he could never capture the eastern capital of Constantinople, Attila turned to the west and waged his famous campaigns in Gaul (451) and Italy (452) while leaving Marcian's dominions alone. Marcian reformed the finances, checked extravagance, and repopulated the devastated districts. He repelled attacks upon Syria and Egypt (452), and quelled disturbances on the Armenian frontier (456). The other notable event of his reign is the Council of Chalcedon (see 451), in which Marcian endeavoured to mediate between the rival schools of theology. Marcian died in 457 of disease, possibly gangrene contracted during a long religious journey. Despite his short reign he is considered one of the best of the early Byzantine emperors.
MAXIMUS II Patriarch of Antioch [450-455] see also 443 and 456.  During this period the Council of Chalcedon in 451 upgraded the status of the head of the see from Primate to Patriarch

PULCHERIA [399-453] – Eastern empress from 450 who was the daughter of Arcadius Eastern Roman emperor and was made regent at the age of 15 for her younger brother Theodosius II by the Senate in Constantinople in 414. She arranged the marriage of Theodosius to Athenais daughter of a pagan philosopher of Athens in 421. Assuming the name Eudocia, Athenais became a Christian and personal rival to Pulcheria. They differed in the Monophysite and Nestorian controversies Pulcheria supporting orthodoxy in both cases. We have Cyril [see 444] of Alexandria’s letter to both women condemning the use of Nestorianism. In 438 Pulchreia healed the thirty year old religio-political schism in Constantinople by returning John Chrysostom’s bones to be interned at the Church of the Apostles there. Upon Theodosius death in 450 she became empress. She founded three churches to Mary and left her possessions to the poor.




451-460 AD
	451
	CHALCEDON, COUNCIL OF – Called by Emperors Marcian [see 450] and Valentinian III [see 423] and held in Euphemia. Attended by bishops from the East. The Western bishops and legates from Leo I [see 440] did not attend because they feared the Huns too much to travel. The emperors sought a common declaration from the Eastern bishops in accord with the creeds of Nicea and Constantinople, canonical epistles of Cyril, and the Tome of Leo. However, concord was not achieved although the majority agreed. 

The Nicene creed affirms that the Lord Jesus Christ is one, his two natures preserved in hypostatic union. Second it confirms that the two personalities God and man are perfect natures, pre existent and born of the Virgin. Thirdly that the distinct natures are fully God and fully man thus securing salvation by a saving God and a man identified with man.
COPTIC CHURCH – The Christian church of Egypt which traces itself to St Mia and counts among its theological ancestors Clement, Origen, and Athanasius. The Council of Chalcedon was a defeat for the Egyptian Church with the Greek culture of Constantinople seeing to triumph over the older Egyptian see. In the century after Chalcedon, Egypt was scarred by religious civil war between supporters of Constantinople and their opponents. [See 642]
GENEVIEVE [422-500] – She was born in Paris and is said to have attracted the attention of Germanus of Auxerre and at his instigation devoted herself to a life of asceticism from the age of 15 until 50 eating but twice a week, and then only barley bread. Thereafter at the command of the bishop, she added fish and milk to the diet. The diversion from Paris of the Huns under Attila in 451 was attributed to her prayers.

HYPOSTATIC UNION – The doctrine of the substantial union of the divine and human natures in the one person of Jesus Christ formulated by Cyril of Alexandria in opposition to the Nestorians. The doctrine was formally accepted at the Council of Chalcedon in 451.

JERUSALEM PATRIARCHATE – It is evident that the first organised Christian ecclesiastical structure was brought into being in Jerusalem with James, the Lord's brother, as presiding officer. The honour of birthplace of Christianity was intensified when Constantine’s mother Helena made the city a place of pilgrimage which restored prestige to its diminished jurisdiction. By canon law the Council Nicaea in 325 recorded place of honour to Jerusalem’s episcopal structure as 4th, next after Alexandria, Rome and Antioch while at the council of Chalcedon in 451 Jerusalem’s seat was raised to patriarchal rank. However the Islamic conquest reduced the significance of that rank. From the time of the Crusaders the holders of the title of patriarch were often found in Constantinople. In 1099 a Latin patriarchate was formed at Acre which lasted to 1291. The patriarchate was reconstituted in 1847. The non-Roman Armenians also have a patriarch there.
MAXIMUS [c.380-468] – Bishop of Turin. Over 100 of his homilies have been preserved which show that he was influenced by Ambrose [see 374] with whose works many of Maximus's sermons are included. The only certain dates in his life include his attendance at the synod of Milan in 451 where he subscribed to the Tome of Leo [see 449] and that of Rome in 465 where his signature stands immediately after that of Hilarius on the decision regulating non-appointment by bishops of their successors. While trying to comfort his people in the face of the raiding Huns he also rebuked their readiness to profit from plunder or slaves as the Huns withdrew.

MONOPHYSITISM – This was a controversial issue in the eastern church causing lasting divisions both religious and political. The fourth ecumenical Council of Chalcedon in 451 was called into session in order to pacify the spirit of conflict which arose in regard to the nature and person of Jesus Christ. Bishop Leo in Rome had written his dogmatic Tome of Leo for the Ephesus meeting held two years prior to the Chalcedon Council. The text issued at Chalcedon presented both sides of the Incarnation clearly, without getting into the inner philosophical explanation as to how the two natures of Christ unite. Unfortunately unity did not proceed from the council. Instead of ending controversy it was the beginning of a dispute which would have an immediate effect on the Christian church over the next two centuries. The opposition to the two natures of Christ became known as Monophysitism. Their main emphasis was that there is but one nature in the Incarnation and not two. Monophysitism was also a reaction against Nestorianism [see 428]. Nestorius became patriarch of Constantinople in 428 and was opposed to the expression applied to Mary as the “Mother of God.” Mary he felt was the mother of Christ and not the mother of the eternal Logos. However, his followers pressed the distinction of the two natures of Jesus Christ to the extent of double personality. They said that Jesus was not the God-man but instead the God-bearing man. Monophysitism was extremely popular among the laity of the Eastern churches.
SYRIAN CHURCHES – Christianity was established in Syria by the end of the second century with the mode of life including a strong emphasis upon celibacy and asceticism. Its great teachers were Afrahat and Ephraem [see 338]. The centres of the Syrian church were Edessa and Nisibis. The doctrinal division of the church after the Council of Chalcedon in 451 left its mark very clearly upon Syrian Christianity and a number of Syrian churches still witness to this. After the Council of Ephesus in 431 the Syrian churches of East Syria and Persia followed the teaching of Nestorius. The Nestorian church flourished, conducting missions in Central Asia and reached China in the seventh century. During mediaeval times some part of Syria became Roman Catholic. Both churches still survive mainly in Iraq after dreadful persecution in the early 20th century. Most Christians in West Syria followed the Monophysite teaching after 451 due to the organisation by Jacob Baradaeus they prospered being called Jacobites [see 787] after him. They flourished, adopted Arabic at length as their language and are found in great numbers in the Near East. The links of some of them with Rome date from the 17th century. In South India Malabar Christians [see 1958] use Syrian liturgy.

THEOTOKOS – The Greek word for “God bearer”. This was the title of Mary, the mother of Jesus, which was favoured by the Alexandrian School of theologians from the time of Origen onwards. This title helped to preserve for them the “Word-flesh” Christology. In the fifth century this was attacked by the Nestorians who wanted to emphasise the humanity of Christ and proposed the compromise of “Christotokos” Christ bearer. Theotokos however had the strong support of Cyril of Alexandria in his Paschal Letter of 429 and this was approved by the Council of Ephesus in 431 and Chalcedon [see above] The usual Latin equivalent “Dei Genetrix” is “Mother of God”.



	452
	ATTILA [d 453] the Hun swept westwards after victories in the east but was halted in Gaul in 451. The following year he invaded Northern Italy and was halted only when Leo I [see 440] convinced Attila of the wisdom of staying beyond the Danube. The invasions eroded the Christian influence in central Europe.

PROTERIUS  Patriarch of Alexandria [452-457] see 444 and 457 He was made Archbishop of Alexandria through the intervention of Florus, Commander of the city, provoking the displeasure of some people, who, lead astray by the Monophysites, elected as Archbishop of Alexandria Timotheos Ailuros, who was later exiled by Emperor Leon I. Bloody encounters ensued between the followers of the two Hierarchs, during which Proterius was murdered. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church.
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	455
	AVITUS [385-456] – Roman Emperor of the West [455‑456]. Avitus was sent on a diplomatic mission by the emperor to Theodoric II king of the Visigoths, and was at Theodoric's court in Toulouse when Gaiseric invaded Rome, bringing Petronius Maximus's rule to a sudden end. Theodoric seized the opportunity and urged Avitus to assume the imperial throne, and with the acclamation of a gathering of Gallo-Roman senators, allowed himself to be persuaded. On July 9, 455, he was proclaimed emperor by the soldiers, and reached Rome that September. The complete populace never fully accepted his rule, so when his campaign against the Vandals failed in 456 and they pressed their blockade against Rome, his position became tenuous. Famine in Rome forced him to disband his Gothic bodyguard. But they needed to be paid, and he did not improve his standing with the Roman citizenry when he melted down a number of bronze statues to pay their outstanding wages. There was a general revolt. Avitus fled to safety in Arles. A plea for help to Theodoric went unanswered as the Gothic king was away in Spain campaigning against the Suevians. Avitus raised the best force he could and returned to Italy but was defeated near Placentia and captured. His life was spared, and was allowed to become bishop of Placentia on October 18th 456; however, he still feared for his life and attempted to escape to safety in Gaul. According to Gregory of Tours, he died on the way there. Other sources have him murdered, either being strangled or trapped in his house and starved to death.
MAXIMUS – Roman emperor of the West [455]. Following Valentinian III’s [see 425] death, there was no one obvious successor to the throne. Maximus had managed to defeat his rivals by gaining control of the palace and forced Empress Eudoxia to marry him. Within two months of Maximus gaining the throne, word came that Gaiseric, king of the Vandals, had arrived in Italy. This news panicked the inhabitants of Rome. In the disorder Maximus was killed.


	456
	BASIL - Patriarch of Antioch [456-459] see also 450 and 459
MAJORAN – Roman emperor of the West [456‑461] succeeded Maximus [see 455]. He was the first of four Western emperors appointed by Ricimer the Arian Christian regent of the West. Majoran was the author of a number of remarkable laws. He reduced all areas of taxes, the collection of which was for the future placed in the hands of the local officials. He revived the institution of administrators of cities, whose duty it was to protect the poor and inform the emperor of abuses committed in his name. The practice of pulling down the ancient monuments to be used as building material was strictly prohibited. He also passed laws against compulsory ordination and premature vows of celibacy.


	457
	LEO I – Roman Emperor of the East [457‑474] succeeded Marcian [see 450]. Ruling the Eastern Empire for nearly 20 years from 457 to 474, Leo proved to be a capable ruler, overseeing many ambitious political and military plans, aimed mostly for the aid of the faltering Western Roman Empire and recovering its former territories. Leo's coronation as emperor on 7 February, 457, was the first known to involve the patriarch of Constantinople. Leo I made an alliance with the Isaurians. The price of the alliance was the marriage of Leo's daughter to Tarasicodissa, leader of the Isaurians who, as Zeno, became emperor in 474. During Leo's reign, the Balkans were ravaged time and again by the Ostrogoths and the Huns. However, these attackers were unable to take Constantinople thanks to the walls which had been rebuilt and reinforced in the reign of Theodosius II and against which they possessed no suitable siege engines. Leo died of dysentery at the age of 73 on 18 January, 474.
TIMOTHY AELURUS [d.477] – Monophysite patriarch of Alexandria. [457-460, 475-477] see 452 and 477. His nickname Aelurus means weasel and was given by opponents because of his small stature. He became patriarch in 457, after Proterius had been lynched by a mob, but being unacceptable to the majority of bishops, Timothy was banished by Leo I in 460. In exile he wrote much to propagate Monophysitism. Following the above-mentioned events, the division between the Orthodox and the Copts became unstable and reached its climax and the Copts finally broke away from the Church forming their own Church under their own Patriarch.He is venerated as a saint in the Coptic Church.



	458
	ANASTASIUS I Patriarch of Jerusalem[458-478] see 442 and 478

BARSUMAS [d 458] – Monophysite leader who promoted in Syria the one nature heresy of Eutyches [see 430] whose cause he supported at the Council of Constantinople in 448 and with 1000 of his militant monks at the robber synod of Ephesus the following year. At Chalcedon in 451 still loyal to Eutychus he was condemned and exiled having earned the reputation of upsetting all Syria.

GENNADIUS I – Patriarch of Constantinople [458-471] succeeded Anatolius [see 449].  His first public writing was against Cyril of Alexandria in two works, probably in 431 or 432, including a passage to show that his work was very violent. The anathemas of Cyril and Two Books to Parthenios were criticised. In the latter he exclaims, "How many times have I heard blasphemies from Cyril of Egypt? Woe to the scourge of Alexandria!" In 433 Gennadius probably reconciled with Cyril. If Cyril's letter of 434 is to the same Gennadius, they were friends in that year. Gennadius was a presbyter at Constantinople when he succeeded Anatolius in 458 as the bishop of Constantinople. From the beginning of his episcopate Gennadius proved his zeal for the Christian faith and the maintenance of discipline. Timotheos Aeluros, the Monophysite who made himself the patriarch of Alexandria and was later chased from the patriarchate by order of the Roman emperor, had obtained leave to come to Constantinople, intending, by pretence of ecumenism, to re-establish himself on his throne. On 17th June 460, Bishop Leo I warned Gennadius against Timotheos Aeluros and urged him to secure the immediate consecration of an Orthodox prelate for Alexandria. All happened as Leo desired; Timotheos Aeluros was banished to the Chersonese, and Timotheos Solofakiolos was chosen bishop of Alexandria in his stead.  About the same time, Daniel the Stylite began to live on a column of Pharos near Constantinople, apparently without the patriarch's permission and certainly without the permission of Gelasius, the owner of the property where the pillar stood, who strongly objected to this strange invasion of his land. Emperor Leo I protected the ascetic, and some time later sent Gennadius to ordain him priest, which he is said to have done standing at the foot of the column, because Daniel objected to being ordained and refused to let the bishop mount the ladder. At the end of ceremony however, the patriarch ascended to give Holy Communion to the stylite and to receive it from him. Whether he then laid his hands on him is not said. The buying and selling of holy orders was a crying scandal of the age. Measures had been taken against simony by the Council of Chalcedon. Gennadius is said to have died in Cyprus at the village of Moro Nero. He stands out as an able and successful administrator whom historians have roundly praised.
JUVENAL [d.458] – Bishop of Jerusalem who some ten years after his appointment came to prominence at the Council of Ephesus [431] where he supported the anti-Nestorian side. At the Robber Synod of Ephesus 449 his voice was raised for Dioscorus [see 444] but the political opportunities so characteristic of Juvenal’s career led to his voting for his condemnation at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 which body also confirmed the diocese of Jerusalem's jurisdiction over all Palestine.


	459
	ACACIUS Patriarch of Antioch [459-461] see also 456 and 461

DANIEL THE STYLITE [409-493] – A Syrian ascetic, born near Samosata who began his religious life as a monk not far from his home. Twice he visited Simeon the Stylite in 459 on his pillar. When Simeon died Daniel decided to emulate him so he built a small platform on two pillars where he lived for the rest of his life. Only once in 33 years did he descend and that was to reprimand the emperor. He was consulted by the patriarch of Constantinople and the Emperors Leo I and Zeno. He died at the age of 84 and was buried at the foot of his pillars.
SIMEON THE STYLITE [c.390-459] – Pillar ascetic who was a son of a shepherd and moved to Antioch when he was a teenager where he became an anchorite. For 20 years he lived in various monasteries in North Syria. About 423 he started to live on a pillar and for the next 36 years he lived in great austerity on a platform on top of the pillar which reached a height of 20 metres from the ground. His influence was extensive as thousands came to hear him preach. A famous disciple of his was Daniel the Stylite.



	460
	TIMOTHEOS III, Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (460-475, 477-482) see 457 and   He was distanced from and returned to the Archbishop’s Throne of Alexandria twice, during the intense ecclesiastical clashes between the Orthodox and the Monophysites. He remained true to Orthodox teachings



461-470 AD
	461
	HILARY – Bishop of Rome [461‑468] As archdeacon under Leo I he fought vigorously for the rights of the Roman See.  He continued the policy of his predecessor in continuing to strengthen the bishop of Rome’s control over episcopal discipline.  To resolve disputes in Gaul, Hilary declared that a synod was to be convened yearly by the bishop of Arles but all important matters were to be submitted to Rome, and church property could not be sold until a synod had examined into the cause of sale.  In upholding the primacy of the see of Arles in Gaul, Hilary warned a number of bishops to keep in line, and at the same time that the bishops were admonished not to overstep their boundaries, they were told to assemble in a yearly synod presided over by the bishop of Arles. Hilary also gave decisions to the churches of Hispania, which tended to operate outside the Church of Rome’s orbit in the 5th century.  Silvanus, bishop of Calahorra, had violated the church laws by his episcopal ordinations, and the bishop of Rome was asked for his decision.  Before an answer came to their petition, the same bishops had recourse to the see of Rome for an entirely different matter. Before his death, Nundinarius, bishop of Barcelona, expressed a wish that Irenaeus might be chosen his successor, and he had himself made Irenaeus bishop of another see. The request was granted, the Synod of Tarragona confirming the nomination of Irenaeus, after which the bishops sought Rome’s approval.  The Roman synod of 19 November 465, held in the basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore, which settled the matter, is the oldest Roman synod whose original records have survived.  In Rome, Hilary worked zealously to counter the new emperor's edict of toleration for schismatic sects (467), inspired (according to a letter of Bishop Gelasius) by a favourite of Emperor Anthemius named Philotheus, who promoted the Macedonian heresy.  Hilary succeeded Leo I [see 440] and was succeeded by Simplicius [see 468].

MARTYRIUS Patriarch of Antioch [461-465] see also 459 and 465
PATRICK OF IRELAND [c.392-461] – Of his dates, origin, and career the only reliable source of information are his short writings. These have been supplemented by many mediaeval traditions which are largely valueless. His father was a deacon and Roman magistrate. Patrick was born in Dumbarton Scotland, and at 16 was taken captive by marauders from Ireland and he became a slave in East Antrim to a farmer called Milchu. His conversion dates from this period and after six years he escaped from captivity and sailed back to Scotland. However he did not remain there long as a night vision called him back to Ireland. He returned about 432. His ministry and wanderings in Ireland for the next 30 years are obscure although the subject of many legends however there is no doubt that he broke the power of heathenism in Ireland and that his teaching was scriptural and evangelical and that the church which he founded was independent of Rome.

SEVERUS – Roman emperor of the West [461‑465]. Ricimer elevated Libius Severus to the rank of emperor, after the death of Marjorian, in November 461 at Ravenna. However, the Eastern Roman Emperor Leo I refused to acknowledge him even though he was consul in 462 alongside the Leo I. It was during his reign that Narbone in southern Gaul was lost to the Visigoths. He died on August 15, 465. After his death there was a period of twenty months during which there was no Western Emperor until Anthemius [see 467] was installed by Emperor Leo I. Until then Ricimer ruled the west under his reign of terror further leading to the decay of the once glorious Western Roman Empire. Because of the violence and hardships of the time, historical details about Severus are small in number. Edward Gibbon said of him, "History has scarcely deigned to notice his birth, his elevation, his character or his death.


	462


	

	463


	

	464


	

	465
	DIADOCHUS – Bishop of Photike who belonged to a generation immediately after the great Greek fathers Basil and Gregory of Nazianzus. He wrote against the Arian's and on the Ascension but he is best known for his work on Christian perfection. This work comprises a forward with 10 definitions of virtue and 100 items under which he attempts to analyse what is meant to be Christ-like and how to live such a life. He finds its place is in the three theological virtues especially love. His work on Christian perfection enjoyed great popularity in the generations after him and is quoted by Maximus the Confessor and by Photius.
PETER THE FULLER Patriarch of Antioch [465-466, 474-475] see also 461 and 466



	466
	JULIAN Patriarch of Antioch [466-474] see also 465 and 475


	467
	ANTHEMIUS – Roman Emperor of the West [420‑472].  Western Roman emperor from 12 April 467 until his death in 472. Perhaps the last able emperor, Anthemius attempted to solve the two primary military challenges facing the remains of the Western Roman Empire: the resurgent Visigoths, under Euric, whose domain straddled the Pyrenees; and the unvanquished Vandals, under Geiseric, in undisputed control of North Africa. The kingdom of the Vandals had presented a constant threat to Roman seafaring in the Mediterranean, and Anthemius and his Eastern Roman colleague Leo I undertook a concerted effort to dislodge them from North Africa (468). Although the campaign against Gaiseric initially made significant gains the eastern general, Basiliscus allowed his fleet to be destroyed before Carthage by Gaiseric. Thus the expedition ended in utter failure. In 470, following all of this misfortune, Anthemius fell into a serious sickness, and believing that it was caused by sorcery, exacted vengeance on numerous prominent men. Armed opposition arose in Milan with this conflict between emperor and military strongman ending with the conquest of Rome, and the capture and execution of Anthemius.
CLAUDIANUS MAMERTUS [d 474] – Archbishop of Vienne, priest and poet who trained for monastic life and educated in Roman, Greek and Christian literature. Of his writings “De Statu Animae” alone is considered to have theological value.


	468
	SIDONIUS APOLLINARIS [c.431-482] – French Latin poet and Bishop of Clermont. He was well educated and reluctantly accepted the See of Clermont though not a cleric in  468. Sidonius was naturally weak in Scripture and dogma but was always faithful to his religious duties. He wrote 147 epistles which are valuable source of the history of this era and reflect the life of urbane Roman gentleman.

SIMPLICIUS – Bishop of Rome [468‑483]. He defended the action of the Council of Chalcedon against the Eutychian heresy, and its confirmation of the equality to the bishop of Rome of the eastern patriarchs.  He laboured to help the people of Italy against the marauding raids of barbarian invaders, and saw the Heruli mercenaries revolt and proclaim Odovacar king of Italy in 476, having deposed Romulus Augustus, the last Western Roman Emperor. Odovacar made few changes in the administration in Rome and worked to maintain the authority of Rome in the West. Simplicius succeeded Hiliary [see 461] and was succeeded by Felix II [see 483].


	469
	CHRYSIPPUS [d 479] – According to Cyril of Scythopolis, Juvenal of Jerusalem made Chrysippus superior of the monastery and then of the Church of the Resurrection. In 469 he was made “guardian of the Holy Cross” at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.


	470
	SALVIAN [c.400-470] – Christian writer of a noble family who was probably born near Cologne. He married a young woman of pagan background with whom, by mutual consent the ascetic life had been chosen to the frustration of her family. He joined a community at Lerins and later transferred to Marseilles as a presbyter. Salvian was critical of the moral standing of the day and saw the barbarian people as agents of divine retribution because of the greater perversion of the Romans in their sexual attitudes, addiction to games, and oppression of the poor.



471-480 AD
	471
	ACACIUS – Patriarch of Constantinople [471-488] succeeded Gennadius I [see 458]. He was practically the first prelate throughout the Eastern Orthodoxy and renowned for ambitious participation in the Monophysitism controversy.  Acacius advised the Byzantine emperor Zeno to issue the Henotikon edict in 482, in which Nestorius and Eutyches were condemned, the twelve chapters of Cyril of Alexandria accepted, and the Chalcedon Definition ignored.


	472
	OLYBRIUS – Roman emperor of the West [472]. He was sent to Italy by Emperor Leo I to assist Emperor Anthema against his son-in-law Racier, but, having entered into negotiations with the latter, was himself proclaimed emperor against his will, and on the murder of his rival ascended the throne unopposed. Because of his marriage to Placidia, Olybrius can be considered the last member of the House of Theodosius. His reign was otherwise as uneventful as it was brief. He died later in 472, being the only emperor of his time to die of natural causes.


	473
	GLYCERIUS – Roman emperor of the West [473‑474] – Following the death of Olybrius on November 2, 472, there was a period of about four months during which there was no emperor in the West. The sole legitimacy therefore fell to Leo, emperor of the East who struggled to find a suitable candidate, thus the new Master of Soldiers the Burgundian Gundobad, simply appointed an emperor, Glycerius, who was the commander of the imperial bodyguard. Leo was unwilling to tolerate Glycerius on the western throne, and appointed his relative Julius Nepos to that position. Nepos, with a powerful force given to him by Leo, sailed from Dalmatia to the port city of Ostia, near Rome, in June 474. Glycerius simply surrendered to Julius Nepos without a fight, resigned his title and accepted from Nepos ordination as the bishop of Salona. It is said Glycerius in 480 had a leading role in the assassination of Julius Nepos. Accounts of his later life are mixed, some claiming that he died before he could even begin his new role as bishop. His date of death is unknown.


	474
	LEO II – Roman emperor of the East [474] succeeded Leo I [see 457]. He served as Byzantine emperor only from January 18 to November 17, 474. He was the son of Zeno and Ariadne, the daughter of Leo I and Verina.  As Leo's closest male relative, he was named successor upon his grandfather's death. After taking his father Zeno as co-ruler he died of an unknown disease about 10 months into his reign in November, 474. It was widely rumoured that he might have been poisoned by his mother Ariadne in order to bring her husband Zeno to the throne who succeeded his son [see below].
NEPOS – Roman emperor of the West [474‑475]. Julius Nepos was nominated Emperor of the West in 474 by the Eastern Roman Emperor, Leo I. He was married to Leo's niece, earning him the nickname "Nepos" (nephew). Nepos was appointed to replace the Western Emperor Glycerius, who was regarded as a usurper. After Glycerius' surrender, in June 474, Nepos briefly ruled over the whole of the remaining Western Empire, including Italy; still the empire's heartland, although its administrative capital had been moved in and out of Rome repeatedly, and was at that time located in Ravenna. Nepos' rule in Italy ended when he was deposed by one of his military commanders, Flavius Orestes, in 475. After Nepos fled from Italy and Orestes, without opposition, he resumed his rule only over Dalmatia, where he took up residence, and the remainder of Roman Gaul. Following Nepos' departure, Orestes enthroned his own teenage son as the new Western Emperor in the same year, with the name Romulus Augustus.

ZENO – Roman Emperor of the East [474‑491] succeeded Leo II [see above].  To make himself more acceptable to the Roman hierarchy and the population of Constantinople, Tarasicodissa adopted the name of Zeno and used it for the rest of his life after his marriage to Leo's daughter Ariadne in 468. Since Leo II [see above] was seven, too young to rule himself, Ariadne and her mother Verina prevailed upon Leo II to crown Zeno, his father, as co-emperor, which he did on February 9, 474. When Leo II became ill and died on November 17, Zeno became sole emperor. Zeno continued to be unpopular with the people and senate because of his barbarian origins. As a result of a conspiracy hatched by his mother in law, Basiliscus was made emperor, however the growing misgovernment and unpopularity of Basiliscus ultimately enabled Zeno to re-enter Constantinople unopposed in 476 after an army led by the general Illus defected to Zeno. Basiliscus was banished to Phrygia, where he soon afterwards died.


Restored to rule of the Eastern Empire, Zeno was within two months forced to make a momentous decision when Romulus Augustus, the last emperor of the west was deposed by the Chieftain of the Heruli, Odoacer. Zeno was able to hammer out a peace which ended the Vandal attacks in the east, brought freedom of religion to the Catholics under Vandal rule, and lasted for more than 50 years. He died on April 9, 491, after ruling for 17 years and 2 months. Because he and Ariadne had no other children, his widow chose a favoured member of the imperial court, Anastasius, to succeed him. Popular legend has it that a voice was heard coming from his grave for three days after he died, suggesting that he was buried alive, but that he was too unpopular with the people for anyone to open the grave and try to rescue him. In church history, Zeno is associated with the Henoticon or "instrument of union", promulgated by him and signed by all the Eastern bishops, with the design of solving the Monophysite controversy.


	475
	JOHN II Patriarch of Antioch [475-490] see also 466 and 490
ROMULUS AUGUSTUS – Roman emperor of the West [475‑476]. He was the last Western Roman emperor, reigning from the 31 October 475 until his deposition on the 4 September 476. This is used to mark the end of the Western Roman Empire, the fall of ancient Rome, and the beginning of the Middle Ages in Western Europe. He was installed as emperor by his father Orestes, the master of soldiers of the Roman army after deposing the previous emperor Julius Nepos. Romulus, little more than a child, acted as a figurehead for his father's rule. Reigning for only ten months, Romulus was then deposed by the Germanic chieftain Odoacer and sent to live in Campania where he disappears from the historical record.


	476

	

	477
	PETROS III MONGE [Peter the Hoarse] Coptic Monophysite Patriarch of Alexandria [477,482-489] see 457 and 489. He assisted as a deacon at the Robber Synod at Ephesus in 449 and was a reported collaborator with others in the death of Flavian bishop of Constantinople. Theodore of Antinoe consecrated him bishop of Alexandria with the support of the Emperor Zenon, promising that he would remain firm in the Orthodox faith, for conciliation of ecclesiastical quarrels. However, he proved to be untrustworthy both towards the Monophysites of Egypt by condemning the 4th Ecumenical Council, as well as to the Eastern Orthodox by supporting it. He tread a delicate line over Christology and claimed to regard with horror Bishop Leo I and Chalcedon but avoided terms that would startle officials which eventually gave monks in the area confidence regarding him.



	478
	MARTYRIUS Patriarch of Jerusalem[478-486] see 458 and 486


	479


	

	480


	


481-490 AD
	481
	CLOVIS [d 511] – Clovis became king of the Salian Franks in 481. In 492 he married the Christian Clotilda but became a Christian only after being convinced of the intervention of Christ in a battle. His baptism on Christmas Day 496 led to the support of the Catholic bishops and Roman officials in governing the country. In waging war against the Visigoths he invoked God’s help and killed their king, Alaric II, with his own hands at the battle of Vouille in 507. He made Paris the capital of his country.


	482
	HENOTICON – A decree of union issued by Zeno in 482 where he tried to conciliate between the Orthodox and the Monophysites [see 451]. It took the form of a letter addressed to the emperor, the bishops, clergy, monks and faithful of Alexandria, Libya and Pentapolis declaring the sufficiency of the creeds of Nicaea and Constantinople [381] and the 12 Anathemas of Cyril. It denounced any counter doctrine. This document made an important concession to the Monophysites which the Western church could not accept. After an angry controversy Bishop Simplicus excommunicated Acacius, Peter of Alexandria and Zeno himself. Thus began the first ecclesiastical schism between East and West.
JOHN I, TALAIAS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (482) see 462 and Peter III Mongus restored 482]  Presbyter John was sent to Constantinople by the Christians of Alexandria, in order to ask the Emperor Zenon to allow them in the future the right to elect their Archbishop. The Emperor accepted this with the condition that he would not accept to become Bishop, in order that the people could elect the most suitable person without force. Returning to Alexandria , John reneged on his promise and, through the intervention of  the Empirical Court, was elected Archbishop, but was banished by Pergamius, the Governor of Egypt, as a perjurer.
SEVERINUS [d.482] – "Apostle to Austria" who was an Eastern monk of Latin origin and after Attila's death in 453 he came to Noricum Riponse which at that time was occupied by barbarian invaders. For 30 years he evangelised the area and founded two monasteries. Severinus established a kind of theocracy when the district was left unprotected by Rome, caring for the populace especially for the poor. He won the friendship and respect of all including that of Odoacer the barbarian leader.



	483
	FELIX II – Bishop of Rome [483‑492]. He was born into a Roman senatorial family and said to have been a great-great-grandfather of Gregory the Great . Nothing certain is known of Felix until he became bishop of Rome. His first act was to repudiate the Henoticon, a deed of union originating with Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople [see 471] and published by Emperor Zeno with the view of reducing the strife between the Miaphysite Christians and Chalcedonian Christians. In his first synod, Felix excommunicated Peter the Fuller who had assumed the see of Antioch against papal wishes. In 484, Felix also excommunicated Peter Mongus who had taken the see of Alexandria. This was an act which brought about a schism between East and West that was not healed until 519. Felix is often quoted as saying “Not to oppose error is to approve it; and not to defend truth is to suppress it, and, indeed, to neglect to confound evil men when we can do it is no less a sin than to encourage them”.  He succeeded Simplicius [see 468] and was succeeded by Gelasius I [see 492].

Note on numbering: When numbering of the popes began to be used, Antipope Felix II was counted as one of the popes of that name. The second true Pope Felix is thus known by the number III, and the true third Pope Felix was given the number IV. It also affected the name taken by Antipope Felix V, who would have been the fourth Pope Felix.


	484
	ACACIAN – A schism until 519 between the Eastern Church and Rome over the character of Jesus Christ during which Acacius, Patriarch of Constantinople [471‑489], was excommunicated by Felix II. The schism was eventually settled during the reign of Hormisdas and John of Constantinople.


	485
	PHILOXENUS [c.450-523] – Monophysite bishop of Hierapolis who was born in Persia and studied at Edessa and went to Antioch where controversy led to his expulsion by patriarch Kalanaion. Peter the Fuller [see 488] appointed him bishop of Hierapolis in 485. One of the most learned Syrian theologians Philoxenus was spokesman for the Monophysites in the Antioch patriarchy. He wrote extensively including 13 books on discourses on the Christian life. He was exiled first to Thrace around 518 and then to Gangra where he died violently.


	486
	SALLUST Patriarch of Jerusalem[486-493] see 478 and 494


	487
	PETROS III MONGE Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [477,482-489] see 457 and 489


	488
	FRAVITAS – Patriarch of Constantinople [488-489] succeeded Acacius [see 471]. On the death of Acacius, the emperor Zeno placed on the altar of the great church of Constantinople two sheets of paper. On one was written a prayer that God would send an angel to inscribe on the blank sheet the name of him whom He wished to be the patriarch. A fast of 40 days with prayer was ordered. The church was given into the custody of a confidential eunuch, the imperial chamberlain, and the imperial seal set on the casket containing the papers. Fravitas was a presbyter in charge of the suburban church of Saint Thecla. Fuelled with ambition, he paid the eunuch large sums, and promised him more, to write his name on the blank sheet. At the end of the 40 days the casket was opened; the name of Fravitas was found, and he was enthroned amid universal acclamations. Within 4 months he died, and the powerful eunuch was pressing his executors for the promised gold. They revealed the odious tale to the emperor. The forger was turned out of all his employments and driven from the city. The emperor Zeno, ashamed of his failure, entrusted the election of the new patriarch to the clergy. Fravitas simultaneously wrote letters to Peter Mongus patriarch of Alexandria asking for his communion, and a letter to Felix bishop of Rome for his sanction and co-operation. This document was carried to Rome by monks of Constantinople who had always kept separate from Acacius and his friend Mongus. An accompanying letter of Emperor Zeno showed great affection for Fravitas; Zeno had only worked for his appointment because he thought him worthy and to restore peace and unity to the churches. Bishop Felix, delighted with the letters, had Zeno's read aloud to the deputation and all the clergy of Rome, who expressed loud approval. When Felix, however, wished the monks from Constantinople to undertake that the names of Acacius and Mongus should be rejected from the diptychs, they replied that they had no instructions on that point. The joy of the bishop was destroyed by the arrival at Rome of a copy of the letter which Fravitas had sent to Mongus, denying all communion with Rome. Bishop Felix would not hear a word more from the monks. Fravitas stands disgraced by this duplicity.


	489
	ATHANASIOS II KELETES Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [489-496] see 477 and 496 was the Coptic Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria from 490 until his death. He was a Monophysite. He succeeded Peter III Mongus as Pope of Alexandria and reigned for seven years. His reign was relatively uneventful
EUPHEMIUS – Patriarch of Constantinople [489-495] succeeded Fravitas [see 488].  Prior to his appointment he was a presbyter of Constantinople, administrator of a hospital for the poor at Neapolis, unsuspected of any Eutychian leanings, and is described as learned and very virtuous. 

In 482, Emperor Zeno had published a decree called the Henotikon, which forbade, in the current theological discussions, any other criterion but those of the councils of First Council of Nicaea and First Council of Constantinople (ignoring the decrees of Chalcedon), carefully avoided speaking of Christ's two natures, and used ambiguous formulae that were meant to conciliate the Monophysites. Despite his efforts, the Henotikon really satisfied no one: Monophysites disliked it as much as Catholics. However, Acacius at Constantinople, Peter Mongus Patriarch of Alexandria, and Peter the Fuller Patriarch of Antioch had all signed it. The bishop of Rome, Felix III, convened in 484 a Roman synod of sixty-seven bishops that condemned the emperor's decree, deposed and excommunicated Acacius, Peter Mongus, and Peter Fuller. Acacius retorted by striking the bishop of Rome’s name from his diptychs and persecuted Catholics at Constantinople. When he died, Fravitta, his successor, applied for recognition at Rome, but in vain, since he would not give up communion with Peter Mongus. Euphemius immediately recognised the Council of Chalcedon, restored the Roman bishop’s name to his diptychs, and broke with Peter Mongus, who died in October of the year of Euphemius's accession (490). By these acts, he showed his desire to heal the rift with Rome. 

Theodoric the Great had become master of Italy, and in 493 sent Faustus and Irenaeus to the emperor, Anastasius I, to ask for peace. During their sojourn at Constantinople the envoys received complaints from the Greeks against the Roman church, which they reported to the bishop. Euphemius urged that the condemnation of Acacius by one prelate only was invalid; to excommunicate a metropolitan of Constantinople a general council was necessary.

Before the accession of Emperor Anastasius I [see 491], Euphemius had made him sign a profession of faith. However he eventually fell foul of the emperor. A war against the Isaurians was then under way, and Euphemius was accused of treason by revealing the emperor's plans to his enemies. A soldier, either by Anastasius's own order or to gain his favour, drew his sword on Euphemius at the door of the sacristy, but was struck down by an attendant. The emperor wanted back his written profession of faith, which Euphemius refused to give up, so the emperor  assembled the bishops who were in the capital and preferred charges against their patriarch, whom they excommunicated and deposed (496). The people loyally refused to surrender him, but inevitably yielded to the emperor. Meanwhile Euphemius, fearing for his life, sought sanctuary in the baptistery, and refused to go out until Macedonius II his successor [see 495] had promised on the word of the emperor that no violence should be done to him when they conducted him to exile. With a proper feeling of respect for the dignity of his fallen predecessor, Macedonius made the attendant deacon take off the newly-given pallium and clothed himself in the dress of a simple presbyter, "not daring to wear" his insignia before their canonical owner. After some conversation, Macedonius, who would himself follow Euphemius to the very same place of exile under the same emperor, handed to him the proceeds of a loan he had raised for his expenses. Euphemius was exiled to Asia Minor and died in 515 at Ancyra. He was recognised to the end as lawful patriarch by his peers in the East who included Patriarch Elias of Jerusalem, and Patriarch Flavian II of Antioch.


	490
	AVITUS – Became bishop of Vienne in Gaul on the death of his father Isychius in 490. He was a strong contender against Arianism winning King Sigismund to orthodoxy. He ardently defended the primacy of Rome and sought greater ties between Rome and Gaul. He was a prolific writer and poet with five of his poems based on Genesis surviving as well as about a hundred epistles.
STEPHEN II Patriarch of Antioch [490-493] see also 475 and 493



491-500 AD
	491
	ANASTASIUS I – Byzantium Emperor [491‑518] succeeded Zeno [see 474]. He was a convinced Miaphysite, following the teachings of Cyril of Alexandria and Severus of Antioch who taught "One Incarnate Nature of Christ" in an undivided union of the Divine and human natures, but his ecclesiastical policy was moderate. He endeavoured to maintain the principle of peace in the church. It was the rebellious demonstrations of the Byzantine populace that drove him in 512 to abandon this policy and adopt a miaphysitic programme. His consequent unpopularity in the European provinces was used by an ambitious man, named Vitalian, to organise a dangerous rebellion, in which he was assisted by a horde of "Huns" (514-515). The uprising was finally suppressed by a naval victory won by the general Marinus.


	492
	GELASIUS I – Bishop of Rome [492‑496]. He was the third and last bishop of Rome of African origin in the Roman Catholic Church. His reign was characterised by his call for strict orthodoxy, a more assertive push for papal authority, and increasing tension between the churches in the West and the East as he had inherited Felix's struggles with Eastern Roman Emperor Anastasius I [see 491] and the patriarch of Constantinople and aggravated them by insisting on the removal of the name of the late Acacius [see 471] , patriarch of Constantinople, from the records. The split with the emperor and the patriarch of Constantinople was inevitable from the western point of view because the east had embraced a view of a single, Divine ('Monophysite') nature of Christ, which was a Christian heresy. During the Acacian schism, Gelasius went further than his predecessors in asserting the primacy of Rome over the entire Church, East and West, and he presented this doctrine in terms that set the model for subsequent popes asserting the claims of papal supremacy. 

In 494, Gelasius wrote a very influential letter that would underlie all Western European political thought for almost a millennium expressing a distinction between "two powers", which he called the "holy authority of bishops" and the "royal power" with the two powers expected to work together in harmony. Gelasius successfully suppressed the Manichaeans. He decreed that the Eucharist had to be received "under both kinds", with wine as well as bread. As the Manichaeans held wine to be impure and essentially sinful, they would refuse the chalice and thus be recognised. Later, with the Manichaeans suppressed, the old method of receiving communion under one kind the bread was restored. Gelasius was the most prolific writer of the early popes. He succeeded Felix II [see 483] and was succeeded by Anastasius II [see 496]

GELASIAN DECREE – Early Latin document comprising five sections dealing with Christ and the Holy Spirit, the canonical books of the Bible, the Roman Church, the Orthodox councils and fathers, and the works of the fathers to be accepted and those to be rejected. Hincmar of Reims in the seventh century was the first to assign the work to the Gelasius [492-496] but it may include earlier material.
ZACHARIAS SCHOLASTICUS [c.465-536] – Church historian and bishop of Mytilene. He was educated in Gaza and in 492 went to Constantinople to practice law. His name Scholasticus means advocate and refers to his legal career. Later in life he took up a career in the church and although little is known of his activities it is clear that he was bishop of Mytilene. He is best known for his church history which is a valuable source for events in Egypt and Palestine from 450 to 491.



	493
	BARSUMAS [d.493] – Bishop of Nisbis, Persia. A Nestorian who fled to Persia after the council of Ephesus [431] where the Monophysites [see 451] had purged the Nestorians [see 428]. Under his influence the Monophysite monks in Nisbis were massacred. Here he founded a Nestorian theological college. Barsumas was eventually murdered by Persian monks.
STEPHEN III Patriarch of Antioch [493-495] see also 490 and 495



	494
	ELIAS I Patriarch of Jerusalem[494-516] see 486 and 516


	495
	CALLANDION Patriarch of Antioch [495] see also 493 and below
JOHN CODONATUS Patriarch of Antioch [495-497] see also above and 497

MACEDONIUS II – Patriarch of Constantinople [495-511] succeeded Euphemius [see 489]. Within a year or two of his accession he assembled a council, in which he confirmed in writing the acts of the Council of Chalcedon [see 451].  In 507 Elias, patriarch of Jerusalem, who had been unwilling to sanction the deposition of Euphemius, united himself in communion with Macedonius.  Emperor Anastasius employed all means to oblige Macedonius to declare against the Council of Chalcedon, but flattery and threats were alike unavailing. An assassin named Eucolus was even hired to kill him but the patriarch avoided the blow, and ordered a fixed amount of provisions to be given monthly to the criminal. The people of Constantinople were equally zealous for the Council of Chalcedon, even, more than once, to the point of sedition. To prevent unfavourable consequences, Emperor Anastasius ordered the prefect of the city to follow in the processions and attend the assemblies of the church. 
In 510, Anastasius made a new effort. Macedonius would do nothing without an ecumenical council at which the bishop of Rome should preside. Anastasius, annoyed at this answer, and irritated because Macedonius would never release him from the engagement he had made at his coronation to maintain the faith of the church and the authority of the council of Chalcedon, sought to drive him from his chair. He sent Eutychian monks and clergy, and sometimes the magistrates of the city, to load him with public outrage and insult. This caused such a tumult amongst the citizens that the emperor was obliged to shut himself up in his palace and to have ships prepared in case flight should be necessary. He sent to Macedonius, asking him to come and speak with him. Macedonius went and reproached him with the sufferings his persecutions caused the church. Anastasius stated his willingness to this, but at the same time made a third attempt to tamper with the beliefs of the patriarch. One of his instruments was Xenaïas, a Eutychian bishop. He demanded of Macedonius a declaration of his faith in writing; Macedonius addressed a memorandum to the emperor insisting that he knew no other faith than that of the Fathers of Nicaea and Constantinople and that he anathematised Nestorius, Eutyches, and those who admitted two Sons or two Christs, or who divided the two natures. Xenaïas, seeing the failure of his first attempt, found two individuals who accused Macedonius of an abominable crime, avowing themselves his accomplices. They then charged him with Nestorianism, and with having falsified a passage in an epistle of Paul, in support of that sect. At last the emperor commanded him to send the authentic copy of the Acts of the Council of Chalcedon signed with the autographs of the bishops. Macedonius refused, and hid it under the altar of the great church. Thereupon Anastasius had him carried off by night and taken to Chalcedon, to be conducted thence to Eucaïta in Pontus, the place of the exile of his predecessor. 
In 515 Hormisdas, bishop of Rome, worked for the restitution of Macedonius, whom he considered unjustly deposed; it had been a stipulation in the treaty of peace between Vitalian and Anastasius that the patriarch and all the deposed bishops should be restored to their sees. But Anastasius never kept his promises, and Macedonius died in exile. His death occurred around 517 at Gangra where he had retired for fear of the Huns, who ravaged all Cappadocia, Galatia, and Pontus.


	496
	ANASTASIUS II – Bishop of Rome [496‑498]. He was the bishop of Rome from November 24, 496 to November 19, 498 in the time of the schism of Acacius [see 484]. He showed some tendency towards conciliation, and thus brought upon himself the lively reproaches of the author of the Liber Pontificalis. On the strength of this tradition, Dante placed this bishop in Hell. He entered in communion with a supporter of Acacius [see 471], bringing condemnation from some of the clergy of Rome, who denounced him. His death in 498 at the height of the crisis was seen as divine retribution. He is the second bishop not to be recognised by the Catholic Church as a saint with the first being Liberius [see 352].  He succeeded Gelasius I [see 492] and was succeeded by Symmachus [see 498].
FRANCE [see also 250 and 732] – A turning point in the history of French Christianity came in 496 when Clovis [see 481] king of the Franks, was baptised. Genuine or not, his conversion made the task of further evangelisation of his people a much easier task for missionaries. During the early centuries, Gaelic Christianity produced a number of famous notable people such as Martin of Tours [see 372], Hilary of Poitiers [see 353], Paulinus of Bordeaux [d.431], Germanus of Auxerre [d.448], and Genevieve [see 451]. The work of Gregory of Tours [see 573] adds lustre to the history of Christianity in Gaul in this period. By about 500 Frankish Gaul had been divided into dioceses.

GENNADIUS OF MARSEILLES [d.496] – Church historian. He is best known for his work on the history of the church called “de Viris Illustribus” which contains 101 short but useful and generally accurate biographies of those involved in the church between 392 and 495 and thus provided a continuation of Jerome’s work of the same name.

REMIGIUS [c.438-533] – Archbishop of Reims and “Apostle to the Franks” who was the son of a count. He was proclaimed archbishop of Reims at the age of 22. In 496 he had his greatest achievement which was the baptism of Clovis [see 481] king of the Franks and 3000 of his subjects after battle of Tolbiac. Remigius was very active in founding a number of bishoprics and sent missionaries to the Arians in Burgundy.

YOANNIS I [John II] Patriarch of Alexandria [496-505] see 489 and 505 He followed in the footsteps of his predecessors Petros III and Athansios II.


	497
	PALLADIUS Patriarch of Antioch [497-505] see also 495 and 505
SABAS [439-532] – Founder of the Order of Sabaites. Sabas entered a monastery aged eight and in 457 went to Jerusalem and lived as a hermit in the desert and became renowned for his holiness and founded a number of monasteries. He was ordained into the priesthood in 490 and in the later years of his life was an active defender of the orthodox faith against Origenism [see 225] and Monophysitism [see 451].



	498
	LAURENTIUS – Antipope [498-499, 501-506]. He was in opposition to the Roman bishop Symmachus.  Archpriest Laurentius was elected bishop on 22nd November 498, against Symmachus by a dissenting faction with Byzantine sympathies and was in fact, supported by Emperor Anastasius. With the support of Gothic king Theodoric the Great he was installed in the Lateran Palace as bishop of Rome starting a schism called the Laurentian schism, that lasted four years. Symmachus tried to resolve the problem by offering Laurentius the diocese of Nuceria in Campania but Laurentius' supporters sustained the schism. It was Theodoric, fearing a Byzantine influence on Laurentius, who eventually withdrew his support from the rival bishop by removing him from Rome.
SYMMACHUS – Bishop of Rome [498‑514]. He became archdeacon of the church under Bishop Anastasius II. Symmachus was elected bishop on November 22, 498 and archpriest Laurentius was also elected bishop that same day by a dissenting minority faction with Byzantine sympathies. Laurentius was supported by Emperor Anastasius, but the Gothic king Theodoric the Great, in the end, ruled against him and in favour of Symmachus. At a synod held at Rome in 499, Symmachus bestowed on Laurentius the dioceses of Nuceria in Campania. The synod also ordained that any cleric who sought to gain votes for a successor during the lifetime of the incumbent should be deposed.

In 501, senator Festus, a supporter of Laurentius, accused Symmachus of various crimes. The bishop refused to appear before the king to answer the charges, asserting that the secular ruler had no jurisdiction over the supreme bishop. This was confirmed at a further synod in 502 declaring that “the decision must be left to the judgement of God" and that Symmachus was to be regarded "as free from all the crimes of which he was accused". The synod also confirmed Symmachus' right to the Roman See.

The schism however continued for four years until Theodoric, deciding that the adherents of Laurentius were too pro-Byzantine, withdrew his support of Laurentius and had him removed from Rome, and opposition to Symmachus eventually was stilled. Symmachus contributed large sums for the support of the bishops of Africa who were persecuted by the rulers of the Arian Vandals. He also aided the inhabitants of upper Italy who suffered from the invasions of barbarians. He also introduced the tradition of the priest's dress to be different to laymen. He succeeded Anastasius II [see 496] and was succeeded by Hormisdas [see 514].



	499
	ASSYRIAN CHURCH was born out of controversy regarding the Incarnation. The Assyrian Syriac speaking Nestorian Church carried its particular version of the Bible from Mesopotamia to the ends of the known earth such as China and India making a tremendous impact. By a decree in 499 clergy including bishops received permission to marry and some did so, much to the annoyance of the Roman Catholic church. Over the centuries they have been a very persecuted church.



	500
	CLOVIS king of the Franks accepts Christianity. 

"CODEX BEZAE" a New Testament with Greek on the left hand page and Latin on the right completed.



501-510 AD
	501

	

	502

	

	503
	CAESARIUS of Arles [470‑543] – Bishop of Arles [503‑543] whose life epitomised the virtuous monk ‑ bishop. He was a great preacher of short sermons and encouraged daily attendance at worship, congregational singing, memorising of Scripture and deacons. At the second Council of Orange [529] his representative countered the Semi Pelagians [see 409] with his statement concerning baptismal regeneration and his denial of predestination to condemnation. 


	504

	

	505
	FLAVIAN II Patriarch of Antioch [505-513] see also 497 and 513
YOANNIS II [John III] Patriarch of Alexandria [505-516] see 496 and 516. He sought the unity of the two Churches, working particularly on behalf of the Monophysites



	506
	AGDE council in France dealt with guidelines for church officers as to their age of ordination, twenty five for deacons, thirty for priests and bishops and the relationships between church officers and other Christians.


	507
	ARMENIAN CHURCH – The independent national church repudiating Chalcedon began about this time and suffered two main splits: the Romanising Armenian Uniat Society founded in 1335 with its renowned monastery of Mechitarists at St Lazar’s Island Venice and the lively evangelical Protestant church fruit of the American mission after 1831 and speedily anathematised by the parent body.  Previous to becoming independent, Armenians had consistently rejected both Nestorianism upholding the councils of Ephesus in 431 and 449 and Cyril of Alexandria who encouraged Monophysitism. The 1895 Turkish massacres shocked the world, Gregorian nationals together with the hated Protestants being marked victims while the Uniat group were protected by Rome. There was also the Armenian genocide from 1915 where up to 1.5 million Armenians perished.


	508
	FULGENTIUS [468-533] – Bishop of Ruspe. As a monk he visited Rome in 500 and on his return to Byzacene founded his own monastery, from which he soon retired to practice a more ascetic life on an island. He was ordained presbyter, and in 508 was consecrated bishop of Ruspe by Victor of Byzacene. His first task was to build a monastery. Soon after he was banished to Sardinia with 60 other Catholic bishops but was recalled to Carthage in 515 to answer objections to the Catholic faith. He returned into exile in 517 and remained there until 523. He was a devotee of Augustine, as seen in his letters, sermons, and treaties against the Arian's and Pelagians.


	509

	

	510

	


511-520 AD
	511
	TIMOTHY I – Patriarch of Constantinople [511-518] succeeded Macedonius II [see 495]. He was appointed in 1511 as patriarch by the emperor Anastasius I [see 491] the day after Macedonius was deposed as patriarch. Timothy was a priest of the Eastern Orthodox communion and keeper of the ornaments of the cathedral. Two liturgical innovations are attributed to him, the prayers on Good Friday at the church of the Virgin and the recital of the Nicene Creed at every service, although the last is also ascribed to Peter the Fuller. Some people considered him to be a man of bad character and he is said to have adopted the Monophysite doctrines out of ambition rather than conviction. 
As patriarch he sent circular letters to all the bishops, which he requested them to subscribe and assent to the deposition of Macedonius. Some assented to both, others neither, while others subscribed to the letters but refused to assent to the deposition. The extreme Monophysites, headed by John Niciota, patriarch of Alexandria, whose name he had inserted in the diptychs, at first stood aloof from him, because, though he accepted the Henoticon, he did not reject the Council of Chalcedon, and for the same reason Flavian II of Antioch and Elias of Jerusalem at first communicated with him. 

When Severus of Antioch became patriarch of Antioch, he assembled a synod which condemned that council, after which act Severus communicated with him. Timothy sent the decrees of his synod to Jerusalem, where Elias refused to receive them. Timothy then incited Emperor Anastasius to depose him. He also induced the emperor to persecute the clergy, monks, and laity who adhered to Macedonius, many of whom were banished to the Oasis in the Thebaid. His emissaries to Alexandria anathematised from the pulpit the Council of Chalcedon. Within a year of his accession Timothy directed that the Ter Sanctus should be recited with the Monophysite addition of "Who was crucified for us", which led to disturbances in two churches, in which many were slain over November 4 and 5, and to a terrible riot the following day which nearly caused the deposition of Emperor Anastasius. Timothy died in 523.


	512
	SEVERUS OF ANTIOCH [c.460-538] – Patriarch of Antioch [513-518] see also 505 and 518. Leading Monophysite theologian who studied at Beirut and Alexandria and showed a keen interest in theology at an early age although he was not baptised until the age of 28. Severus became a monk in Egypt and then went to Constantinople to represent the Monophysites. He was created patriarch of Antioch in 512 and this brought complete control of Antioch to the Monophysites. Soon after his consecration he condemned the Council of Chalcedon [see 451] and the Tome of Leo [see 449]. He encountered great difficulty with bishops and clergy hostile to his position, and perhaps use violence to retain his position. The rest of his life was involved with religious debate and controversy. His theology was widely accepted in Syria and he retained his position of primacy among Monophysites until his death. From 544 the Syrian lineage was different.


	513

	

	514
	ENNODIUS, MAGNUS FELIX [473-521] – Bishop of Pavia who was born in Arles but with the invasion of the Visigoths was brought up in Pavia or Milan. He married in 489 but when he was ordained deacon he renounced the marriage. He became bishop of Pavia in 514 and in subsequent years was sent by the bishop of Rome, Hormisdas ll [see below], as an ambassador to Emperor Anastasia I to oppose the Monophysite heresy and to effect a reconciliation between Rome and the East necessitated by the Acacian Schism [see 484]. Neither visit was successful and the schism continued until the succession and Justin in 518.
HORMISDAS – Bishop of Rome [514‑523]. He was a widower and a Roman deacon at the time of his accession to the see. His son became bishop of Rome under the name of Silverius [see 536]. One of the new bishop's first cares was to remove the last vestiges of the Laurentian schism in Rome, receiving back into the Church those adherents who had not already been reconciled. Most of his reign was concerned with healing the schism that had existed since 484 between East and West brought about by the Acacian schism. The schism was the result of Acacius of Constantinople's attempt to placate the Monophysites. The church of Constantinople was reunited with Rome in 519 by means of the confession of faith that is called The Formula of Hormisdas. He succeeded Symmachus [see 498] and was succeeded by John I [see 523].


	515

	

	516
	DIOSCOROS II Patriarch of Alexandria [516-517] see 505 and 517 He maintained the attitude of his predecessors Petros III and Athanasius II towards the Monophysites and the Orthodox 
JOHN III Patriarch of Jerusalem [516-524] see 494 and 524



	517
	TIMOTHEOS III [IV] Patriarch of Alexandria [517-535] see 516 and 535 Emulating his predecessors he essentially continued the fight against the 4th Ecumenical Council. He sent missionaries to Arabia


	518
	JOHN II – Patriarch of Constantinople [518-520] succeeded Timothy I [see 511]. He is also known as John the Cappadocian and was appointed by Emperor Anastasius I. His short patriarchate is memorable for the celebrated Acclamations of Constantinople and the reunion of East and West after a schism of 34 years. John, at the death of Timothy, whom Timothy had designated as his successor, was presbyter and chancellor of the church of Constantinople. On 9th July 518, the reign of Anastasius came to an end and he was succeeded as emperor by the orthodox Justin [see below]. On Sunday 15th the new emperor entered the cathedral with John who was accompanied by twelve prelates and they made their way through the large crowds. As he came near the raised dais where the pulpit stood, shouts arose, "Long live the patriarch! Long live the emperor! This instant proclaim the synod of Chalcedon!” And they demanded that opponents be cast out. 

The crowd outside shouted that they would not be allowed to come out unless this was done, especially deposing Severus the heretical patriarch of Antioch. The patriarch John then came out and mounted the pulpit, saying, "There is no need of disturbance or tumult; nothing has been done against the faith; we recognise for orthodox all the councils which have confirmed the decrees of Nicaea, and principally these three - Constantinople, Ephesus, and the great council of Chalcedon."  To which the crowd replied "Fix a day for a festival in honour of Chalcedon and depose Severus!" The patriarch, seeing that something must be done consulted with the twelve attendant prelates, who agreed to the curse on Severus which was then made. The domes of St. Sophia rang with shouts of triumph and the crowd dispersed. It was a day long remembered in Constantinople. The next day the promised commemoration of Chalcedon took place. 

The patriarch after more pressure from the reassembled crowd was at last obliged to have inserted in the diptychs [records] the four councils of Nicaea, Constantinople, Ephesus, and Chalcedon, and the names of Euphemius and Macedonius, patriarchs of Constantinople, and Leo, bishop of Rome. Then the multitude chanted for more than an hour, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He hath visited and redeemed His people!" The choir assembled on the raised platform, and, turning eastwards, sang the Trisagion, [hymn with three Holy’s] the whole people listening in silence. When the moment arrived for the recitation of the names of the deposed bishops from the diptychs, the multitude closed in silence about the holy table; and when the deacon had read the new insertions, a mighty shout arose, "Glory be to Thee, O Lord!"  To authenticate what had been done, John assembled on July 20 a council of 40 bishops, who happened to be at the capital. The four general councils and the name of Bishop Leo were inscribed in the diptychs. John wrote to John III of Jerusalem and to Epiphanius of Tyre, telling them the good news of the acclamations and the synod. His letters were accompanied by orders from Justin to restore all who had been banished by Anastasius, and to inscribe the council of Chalcedon in the diptychs.  At Jerusalem and at Tyre there was great joy. Many other churches declared for Chalcedon, and during the reign of Justin 2,500 bishops gave their adhesion and approval. Now came the reconciliation with Rome. The emperor Justin wrote to the bishop of Rome a fortnight after the scene of the acclamations, begging him to further the desires of the patriarch John for the reunion of the churches. 

John wrote saying that he received the four general councils, and that the names of Leo and of Hormisdas himself had been put in the diptychs. A deputation was sent to Constantinople with instructions that Acacius was to be anathematised by name, but that Euphemius and Macedonius might be passed over in silence. The deputies arrived at Constantinople on March 25, 519. Justin received the Roman bishop’s letters with great respect, and told the ambassadors to come to an explanation with the patriarch, who at first wished to express his adherence in the form of a letter, but agreed to write a little preface and place after it the words of Hormisdas, which he copied out in his own handwriting. Two copies were sent by the legates to Rome, one in Greek, the other in Latin. Emperor, senate, and all present were overjoyed at this ratification of peace.

All the bishops at Constantinople gave their consent in writing; so did all the abbots, after some discussion. On Easter Day the pacification was promulgated. The court and people, equally enthusiastic, surged into St. Sophia. The vaults resounded with acclamations in praise of God, the emperor, St. Peter, and the bishop of Rome. Opponents, who had prophesied sedition and tumult, were disappointed. Never within memory had so vast a number communicated. The emperor sent an account of the proceedings throughout the provinces and the ambassadors forwarded their report to Rome, saying that there only remained the negotiations with the patriarch of Antioch. John wrote to Hormisdas, bishop of Rome, to congratulate him on the great work, and to offer him the credit of its success. Soon after on 19th January 520, John died.

JUSTIN I – Byzantium emperor [518‑527] succeeded Anastasius I [see 491]. He rose through the ranks of the Byzantine army and ultimately became its emperor, in spite of the fact he was illiterate and almost 70 years old at the time of accession. His reign is significant for the founding of the Justinian Dynasty that included his eminent nephew Justinian I [see 527] and for the enactment of laws that de-emphasised the influence of the old Byzantine nobility. His consort was Empress Euphemia.
PAUL II Patriarch of Antioch [518-521] see also 513 and 521
THEODORE THE LECTOR – Church historian who was a reader of the Hagia Sophia Church in Constantinople. He wrote two major historical books, the first being a history compiled from the histories of Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret [see 416]. The second was his own carrying the history from 438 to the accession of Justin I in 518.



	519
	JACOB OF SARUG [451-521] – Bishop of Batnae and Syriac theological writer. Born near the Euphrates he was educated at Edessa, the centre of Syriac theology and Bible translation. During the Persian dominance of his country he achieved fame for his care of his people. In 519 became bishop of Batnae but died two years later. His principal work was a series of homilies, one on the Passion of Christ. Many of his writings remain unpublished.


	520
	EPIPHANIUS – Patriarch of Constantinople [520-535] succeeded John II [see 518]. The eastern empire was now rising to great splendour through the victories of its generals, Belisarius and Narses.  Idolatry was universally suppressed, pagan books were burnt and images destroyed, the professors of the old religion imprisoned and flogged. At Constantinople the zeal of Justin I for a church policy was shown during the patriarchate of Epiphanius by laws (e.g. in 528 and 529) regulating church elections and duties. These enactments, and the passivity of Epiphanius and his clergy, show that church law was still the prerogative of the emperor and really lacked spiritual content.  On 25 February 520, he was elected bishop by the Byzantine emperor Justin I, with the consent of bishops, monks, and people. He is described in the letter of the synod of Constantinople to the Roman bishop, Hormisdas, as "holding the right faith, and maintaining a fatherly care for orphans". He accepted the conditions of peace between East and West concluded by his predecessor, Patriarch John II with Bishop Hormisdas; ratifying them at a council at Constantinople, where he accepted also the decrees of Chalcedon. 

Epiphanius adopted the symbol of Nicaea, the decrees of Ephesus, Constantinople, and Chalcedon, and the letters of Bishop Leo I in defence of the faith. His second letter was accompanied by a chalice of gold surrounded with precious stones, a patina of gold, a chalice of silver, and two veils of silk, which he presented to the Roman church. In order to make the peace general, he advised the bishop of Rome not to be too active in removing of the names of former bishops from diptychs. His excuse for the bishops of Pontus, Asia, and the East is composed in very beautiful language. The severe measures by which Justin was establishing the supremacy of the Catholics in the East were arousing Theodoric the Great, the Ostrogothic and Arian master of Italy, to retaliation in the West. John I, bishop of Rome [see 523], the successor of Hormisdas, became alarmed; and in 525, at the demand of Theodoric, proceeded to Constantinople to obtain the revocation of the edict against the Arians and get their churches restored to them

Great honour was paid to Bishop John in the eastern capital. The people went out twelve miles to receive him, bearing ceremonial tapers and crosses. The emperor Justin prostrated himself before him, and wished to be crowned by his hand. The patriarch Epiphanius invited him to perform mass; but the bishop, mindful of the traditional policy of encroachment, refused to do so until they had offered him the first seat. With high solemnity he said the office in Latin on Easter Day, communicating with all the bishops of the East except Patriarch Timothy of Alexandria, the declared enemy of Chalcedon. In 531 the dispute between Rome and Constantinople was revived by the appeal of Stephen, metropolitan of Larissa, to Bishop Boniface II, against the sentence of Epiphanius. Stephen was eventually deposed, notwithstanding his appeal.
LEONTIUS OF BYZANTIUM – Anti-Monophysite theologian. In his early years he lived among Nestorians. He entered a monastery in Palestine called “New Laura” about 520 and accompanied Sabas to Constantinople in 530, where he defended Chalcedon against the Monophysites [531-536]. Back in Palestine in 537 he defended the teachings of Origen against orthodox attacks and returned to Constantinople about 540.




521-530 AD
	521
	EUPHRASIUS Patriarch of Antioch [521-526] see also 518 and 526


	522

	

	523
	Anicus BOETHUS [480-524] – Roman Christian who was educated at Athens and Alexandria and was accused of treason and imprisoned where he wrote his best known work "Consolation of Philosophy". In his writings he summarised central doctrines and rejects the doctrines of Arius [see 325], Sabellians [see 194], and Manichaeans [see 240]. His work was taken seriously throughout the Middle Ages. 

JOHN I – Bishop of Rome [523‑526]. He was very old and frail by the time he was elected to the see. Despite his protests, he was sent by the Arian king, Theodoric the Great of the Ostrogoths, to Constantinople to secure a moderation of Emperor Justin's decree of 523 against the Arians. Theodoric threatened that if John should fail in his mission, there would be reprisals against the orthodox Catholics in the West. When Bishop John returned to Ravenna, Theodoric's capital, Theodoric had John arrested on the suspicion of having conspired with Emperor Justin. He was imprisoned at Ravenna, where he died of neglect and ill treatment. His body was transported to Rome and buried in the Basilica of St. Peter. He succeeded Hormisdas [see 514] and was succeeded by Felix IV [see 526].
THEODORA I [c.500-548] – Wife of Byzantine emperor Justinian I [see 527]. After a rather tawdry career as an actress she became a Christian and married Justinian in 523 after he had persuaded his uncle Justin I to repeal the law forbidding the marriage of senators with actresses. Justinian and Theodora were crowned together in 527 and thereafter she exercised great influence over his policy and took the side of the Monophysites whom she had known in Egypt and so caused the reactionary policy of Justinian which led to the Three Chapters Controversy [see 553]. She showed great bravery during the insurrection at Nika in 532, and she opened homes for the rehabilitation of prostitutes.



	524
	PETER Patriarch of Jerusalem[524-544] see 516 and 544



	525
	BONIFACE – Bishop of Carthage. As Vandal control of Africa ended councils under Boniface and later Bishop Reparatus [c. 534] discussed the readmission of Arian converts.
DIONYSIUS EXIGUUS – Writer and chronologist. He was called Exiguus because of his humility and is best known for his early 6th century edition of the first influential decretal collection. It comprised 41 decretals from Siricius in 384 to 398 and Anastasius II 496 to 498. He translated into Latin the work of early Greek fathers especially those concerning the Nestorian heresy. Dionysius helped to establish the accepted Roman method of dating Easter. His work on calendars is the basis for our present AD system.



	526
	EPHRAIM OF AMID Patriarch of Antioch [526-546] see also 521 and 546

FELIX IV – Bishop of Rome [526‑530]. Following the death of Bishop John I at the hands of the Ostrogoth king, Theodoric the Great, the voters gave in to the king's demands and chose archdeacon Felix as the next bishop. He was elected after a gap of nearly two months after the death of John I. Felix's favour in the eyes of the king caused him to push for greater benefits for the Church. An imperial edict passed granting that cases against clergy should be dealt with by the Pope. He defined church teaching on grace and free will in response to a request on opposing Semi-Pelagianism in Gaul. Felix attempted to designate his own successor: Boniface. The reaction of the Senate was to forbid the discussion of a bishop’s successor during his lifetime, or the acceptance of such a nomination. The majority of the clergy reacted to Felix's activity by nominating Dioscorus leaving a minority for Boniface. He introduced the tradition of extreme unction to the church. He succeeded John I [see 523] and was succeeded by Boniface II [see 530].


	527
	JUSTINIAN I – Byzantium Emperor [527‑565] succeeded Justin 1 [see 518]. He built on a grand scale, the church of Hagia Sophia being his greatest monument. Justinian closed the schools of philosophy in Athens and forced pagans to accept Christian baptism. He also legally regulated the archimandrite who headed up a monastery or series of monasteries. Though the archimandrite was usually a presbyter he could be a deacon or a monk who had been elected by majority vote in his community. The bishop would appoint the archimandrite whose name is derived from the Greek word “head of the fold”.


	528

	

	529
	BENEDICT of Nursia who founded the Benedictine order was born in Umbria and sent to Rome to study. The degenerate lifestyle he found in the city caused him to flee the city and live in a cave as a hermit in Subiaco where he set up twelve small monastic communities. In 529 he was forced to move and set up the monastery at Monte Casino where he remained until his death. He based much of his order on the teachings of Basil of Caesarea [see 370] and John Cassian [see 425].
BENEDICTINES – Under the Benedictine Order each monastery was to be economically self supporting, autonomous and united only by the spiritual bond of allegiance to the same Rule. There is no general or common superior over the whole order other than the pope himself although each monastery is to have an abbot elected for life. 

CYPRIAN [476-549] – Bishop of Toulon who was a disciple of Caesarius of Arles [see 503]. As a bishop he took place in several councils: Arles [524], Carpentras [527], Orange and Vaison [529], Marseille [533]. After the council of Orange the bishops of the neighbouring province of Vienne met to criticise the decisions of the council regarding grace, and Cyprian was sent to plead the case for orthodoxy.
JUSTINIAN CODE – Consolidation of Roman law promulgated by Emperor Justinian [see 527] in 529. Justinian found the laws of the empire in great disarray and appointed a commission of ten legal experts including the great jurist Trebonianus to enlarge and rearrange the existing laws eliminating any useless constitutions. The code was influential in the development of canon law in the West. Today it is a valuable for its historic and legal interest.


	530
	BONIFACE II – Bishop of Rome [530‑533] was by birth an Ostrogoth, the first Germanic bishop of Rome, and he owed his appointment to the influence of the Gothic king Athalaric. Boniface was chosen by his predecessor who had been a strong adherent of the Arian king, and was never elected. Boniface had for some time a rival bishop, Dioscurus (later called an antipope), who had been elected by most of the priests of Rome. Boniface and Dioscorus were both consecrated in Rome on 22 September 530, but Dioscurus died only twenty-two days later. He succeeded Felix II [see 526] and was succeeded by John II [see 533].
DIOSCORUS – Antipope [530]. He was in opposition to Bishop Boniface II.  Pope Felix IV wished Boniface to succeed him, partially to avoid the riots that had occurred on his own accession. However, on Felix' death a majority of the electors voted for Dioscorus. The matter was resolved when Dioscorus died three weeks later, and Felix’s wishes were acceded to with his chosen candidate becoming Boniface II. Boniface forced the clergy who had nominated Dioscorus to sign a retraction and condemn his memory. This document was subsequently destroyed on Agapetus I's orders.



531-540 AD
	531

	

	532

	

	533
	AFRICA, ROMAN – The century of Vandal Rule in North Africa [429-533] brought renewed persecution under three kings Geiseric [429-477], Huneric [477-484] and Thrasamund [496-523]. Organised church life was overthrown, monasteries dissolved, bishops exiled, new appointments barred and Arian re-baptism imposed. The Byzantine re-conquest in 533 enabled some recovery but hardly peace. The Moors were repeatedly disruptive, and bishops and monks who defended the Three Chapters against the condemnation of Justinian [see 527], the Council of Constantinople, and the Roman bishop Vigilius [see 537] whom they excommunicated, experienced imperial repression. Gregory the Great [see 590] frequently rebuked the North African bishops especially for tolerating resurgent Donatism but they continued to thwart the Roman see attempts of more direct control [ continued see 709].
JOHN II – Bishop of Rome [533‑535]. He was a priest of the Basilica di San Clement and still retains several memorials of “Johannes surnamed Mercurius”.  At this period simony in the election of bishops was rife among clergy and laity. During the vacancy of over two months, "shameless trafficking in sacred things was indulged in. Even sacred vessels were exposed for sale".  The matter had been brought before the Senate, and laid before the Arian Ostrogothic Court at Ravenna.  The last decree which the Roman Senate is known to have issued, passed under Boniface II, was directed against simony in such elections. The decree was confirmed by Athalaric, king of the Ostrogoths who ordered it to be engraved on marble and to be placed in the atrium of St. Peter's in 533. 

.

It is recorded that in 534 John II obtained valuable gifts as well as a profession of orthodox faith from the Byzantine emperor Justinian I the Great which was a significant accomplishment in light of the strength of Monophysitism in the Byzantine Empire at that time. The notorious adulterous behaviour of Contumeliosus, bishop of Riez in Provence, caused John to order the bishops of Gaul to confine him in a monastery until a new bishop should be appointed; John made the clergy of Riez obey the bishop of Arles. Two hundred and seventeen bishops who assembled in a council at Carthage in 535 asked John II whether bishops, who had lapsed into Arianism, should on repentance keep their rank or be admitted only to lay communion. The question of re-admittance to the lapsed had troubled north Africa for quite some time, however, the answer to their question was given by Agapetus as John II died on May 8th 535. He succeeded Boniface II [see 530] and was succeeded by Agapetus I [see 535].



	534
	ACOEMETAE – or the sleepless ones who were a monastic group founded by the abbot Alexander of Constantinople. In their monasteries they were divided into choirs who sang psalms without intermission both day and night throughout the year. They were orthodox in theology but were accused of Nestorainism for which they were excommunicated by Bishop John II [see 533] in 534.

	535
	AGAPETUS I – Bishop of Rome [535‑536]. He collaborated with Cassiodorus in founding at Rome a library of ecclesiastical authors in Greek and Latin and was elevated from archdeacon to bishop in 535. His first official act as bishop of Rome was to burn, in the presence of the assembled clergy, the anathema which Boniface II had pronounced against the latter's deceased rival Dioscurus, on a false charge of Simony. He confirmed the decrees of the council of Carthage, after the retaking of North Africa from the Vandals, according to which converts from Arianism were declared ineligible to Holy Orders and those already ordained were merely admitted to lay communion. He also went to Constantinople to plead with Justinian I to stop the Byzantine army invading Italy after their success in Sicily against the Normans. While this was unsuccessful he was able to assist in the deposing of Anthimus I from the see of Constantinople. He died there on 22nd April 536 and his remains were transported to Rome in a lead coffin for internment in St Peter’s. He succeeded John II [see 533] and was succeeded by Silverius [see 536].
ANTHIMUS – Patriarch of Constantinople [535-536] succeeded Epiphanius [see 520]. He was a Monophysite and archbishop of Trebizond before accession to the Constantinople see. He was deposed by Bishop Agapetus I [see above] before March 13 536 and later hidden by Theodora in her quarters for 12 years, until her death.
THEODOSIOS I Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [535-566] see 517 and 565 was the last Patriarch of Alexandria recognised by both Copts and Melchites. As successor to Timothy III (IV), he was at first recognized by the Emperor Justinian I and the Eastern Orthodox Church. However, because of his Monophysite theology, he was rejected by the Eastern Orthodox Church of Alexandria and exiled by the Emperor Justinian I in 536. In his place, Paul was elected Patriarch.[1]. As the Copts continued to recognise Theodosios, the lineage between the Coptic and Melchite split. This split endures until today. Theodosius spent the last 28 years of his life imprisoned in Constantinople and after his death the Coptic Church elected Peter IV as his successor.


	536
	GAINAS - Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (536-537) see 517 and 537. He was exiled to Sardinia following a Government Order, after a short tenure as Patriarch.
MENAS – Patriarch of Constantinople [536-552] succeeded Anthimus [see 535]. He was appointed by the Byzantine emperor Justinian I. The bishop of Rome Agapetus I consecrated him to succeed Anthimus who was a monophysite. Menas was unwavering in his condemnation of that heresy and also subscribed to the emperor’s edict against the Origenists.  Menas was excommunicated in 547 and in 551 for taking positions counter to those held by Vigilius bishop of Rome. However, in both cases the sentence of excommunication was lifted quickly. The Patriarchy of Menas represents the greatest extent of Roman bishop’s influence in Constantinople.
SILVERIUS – Bishop of Rome [536‑537]. He was a son of Hormisdas [see 514] and was born before his father entered the priesthood. He opposed the restoration of the Monophysite heretic, former patriarch of Constantinople Anthimus, who Agapetus had deposed, and thus brought upon himself the hatred of Empress Theodora. Theodora then sought to have Vigilius made bishop. During Silverius' reign it was alleged that he had purchased his elevation to the See of Rome from King Theodahad of the Ostrogoths. On December 9th 536, the Byzantine general Belisarius entered Rome and besieged the city for several months subjecting the city to privation and starvation. Silverius was deposed accordingly by General Belisarius in March 537 on a charge of treasonable correspondence with the Goths and degraded to the rank of a simple monk. He found his way to Constantinople, and Justinian I, who heard his complaint, sent him back to Rome but Vigilius was eventually able to banish his rival to a prison island where the rest of his life was spent in obscurity. The date of his death is unknown. He succeeded Agapetus I [see 535] and was succeeded by Vigilius [see 537].



	537
	PAUL Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (537-542) see 536 and 542 He was judicially condemned, and was therefore deposed by the Synod of Gaza. He was reinstated to the Archbishop’s throne through Empirical mediation
VIGILIUS – Bishop of Rome [537‑556]. He belonged to a distinguished Roman family; his father Johannes being identified as a consul and a brother was a senator. He was ordained a deacon in 531 in which year the Roman clergy agreed to a decree empowering the bishop to determine the succession to the Roman See. Vigilius was chosen by Boniface II [see 530] as his successor and presented to the clergy assembled in St. Peter's Basilica. However opposition to such a procedure led Boniface the following year to withdraw the name of his successor and to burn the decree respecting it. Agapetus I [see 535] appointed Vigilius as his representative at Constantinople where Empress Theodora sought to win him as an ally to revenge the deposition of the Monophysite Patriarch Anthimus I of Constantinople by Agapetus and also to gain aid for her efforts in behalf of the Monophysites. Vigilius is said to have agreed to the plans of the intriguing empress who promised him the Roman See and 700 pounds of gold. It was however Silverius who became the next bishop [see details 536].

Empress Theodora however saw that she had been deceived as after he had attained the see he maintained the same position as his predecessor against the Monophysites and the deposed Anthimus. It was not until the year 540 that Vigilius felt himself obliged to take a stand in regard to Monophysitism which he did in two letters sent to Constantinople. One of the letters is addressed to Emperor Justinian, the other to the Patriarch Menas. In both letters the bishop of Rome supports positively the Synods of Ephesus and Chalcedon and also the decisions of his predecessor Bishop Leo I and throughout approves of the deposition of the Patriarch Anthimus. In the meantime new dogmatic difficulties had been developing at Constantinople. In 543 Emperor Justinian issued a decree which condemned the various heresies of Origen; this decree was sent for signature to the Oriental patriarchs and to Vigilius, bishop of Rome.

The emperor had laid much stress upon winning over the Monophysites issued a new edict condemning the Three Chapters. The Oriental patriarchs and bishops signed the condemnation of these Three Chapters. In Western Europe, however, the procedure was considered unjustifiable and dangerous, because it was feared that it would detract from the importance of the Council of Chalcedon. Vigilius refused to acknowledge the imperial edict and was called to Constantinople by Justinian, in order to settle the matter there with a synod. Vigilius sought to persuade the emperor to send aid to the inhabitants of Rome and Italy who were so hard pressed by the Goths. Justinian's chief interest, however, was in the matter of the Three Chapters, and as Vigilius was not ready to make concessions of this point and wavered frequently in his measures, he had much to suffer. It was in fact at the end of a sorrowful residence of eight years at Constantinople that he was able, after coming to an understanding with the emperor, to start on his return to Rome in the spring of 555. However while on the journey he died at Syracuse. He succeeded Silverius [see 536] and was succeeded by     Pelagasius [see 556].



	538
	PROCOPIUS OF GAZA [c.475-538] – Man of Letters and Christian exegete who lived in Constantinople during the reign of Justin I. He wrote poetry in the pagan tradition and was one of the foremost members of the School of Gaza, a group of Christian exegetes. His commentaries on Isaiah, Kings, and Chronicles were constructed out of extensive extracts from the older commentaries such as Philo, Basil, Theodoret, and Cyril of Alexandria.


	539
	VEDAST [d.539] – Bishop of Arras [499-539] who came into contact with Clovis, the first Christian king of the Franks. Vedast accompanied Clovis to Reims for the latter's baptism after his legendary conversion in a battle against the Alemanni. On the way it is reputed that Vedast cured a blind beggar by prayer and the sign of the cross. The miracle is reported to have confirmed Clovis in the Christian faith.


	540
	ABA I The Great – Patriarch of the East [540‑549] of Persian origin spent much of his time taking steps to end schisms and restore Christian morals and church discipline. He fled to Ctesiphon in 549 and having been imprisoned died in 552.
DOROTHEUS – Ascetic monastic founder. He founded a monastery near Gaza in Palestine about 540 and became its leader. He placed great emphasis on humility maintaining its supremacy over love and its basic relationship to all other virtues.

FINNIAN OF MOVILLE [c.495-579] – Irish monk who trained at the monastery founded by Ninian [see 400] in Galloway. He went to Rome and was ordained a priest, before returning to Ulster where he formed a religious community at Moville about 540. From Italy he brought back to Ireland a copy of the Vulgate New Testament and Pentateuch.




541-550 AD
	541

	

	542
	JACOB BARADAEUS [d.578] – The Monophysite bishop from whom the Jacobites [see 787] take their name. He was educated at a monastery and then went to Constantinople to plead the cause of the Monophysites with a sympathetic Theodora and afterwards he stayed in the city as a monk. About 542 he was consecrated bishop of Edessa. He had a nickname “Baradai” because in order to avoid arrest by the Imperial forces he travelled around “clad in rags”. For nearly 40 years he ministered around the Middle East and established monasteries, ordained clergy, consecrated bishops, and even created patriarchs.
ZOILOS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (542 -551) see 537 and 551 He signed the Resolutions of the Local Synod of Constantinople


	543

	

	544
	MACARIUS II Patriarch of Jerusalem[544-552] see 524 and 552


	545

	

	546
	COLUMBA [521-597] – Irish churchman who was the most illustrious of the 6th century came to Derry in 546 and built a church and later founded a notable monastery at Durrow. His hasty departure from Ireland in 563 is a mystery. It may have been due to excommunication from the Irish church due to his activity in the civil war or his desire to spread the gospel. After a perilous journey to Iona, Columba established a college for the training of young men to evangelise the North Picts. A man of outstanding gifts as a scholar and preacher he commanded attention for courageous leadership and set a noble example in prayerfulness self discipline and pastoral concern.
DOMNUS III Patriarch of Antioch [546-561] see also 526 and 561



	547
	WALES [see also 1323] – Welsh Christianity traces its ancestry back to the period of the Roman occupation although nothing is known about its first introduction to Britain. Christianity survived the withdrawal of the Romans and it was given a new unity and sense of purpose by Illtud and Dubricius between 500 and 547. Their work culminated in an upsurge of spiritual vigour in the period commonly known as “The Age of Saints” when men of the calibre of Deiniol, Padarn, Cybi, Seiriol, Teilo, and David, left an indelible imprint not only on the minds of the Welsh people but on their place-names. The period of isolation in the history of the Welsh Church lasted until 750 when they belatedly accepted the Roman method of calculating Easter.


	548

	

	549

	

	550

	


551-560 AD
	551
	APOLLINARIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (551-569) see 542 and 569) He was Archbishop of Alexandria and Commander of the city by order of the Emperor Justinian. His political peculiarity provoked a reaction by the fullness of the Church. He participated in the 5th Ecumenical Council


	552
	EUSTATHIUS Patriarch of Jerusalem[552-564] see 544 and 564

EUTYCHIUS – Patriarch of Constantinople [552-565, 577-582] succeeded Menas [see 536]. His terms of office, occurring during the reign of Emperor Justinian the Great, were marked by controversies with both imperial authority and the Roman see. Eutychius was born in Phrygia into a military family and became a monk at Amasea at the age of 30. As an archimandrite at Constantinople, Eutychius was well respected by Mennas. Eventually, on the day Mennas died, Eutychius was nominated by Justinian the Great to replace the position Mennas had held.

The bishop of Rome, Vigilius was in Constantinople when Eutychius became patriarch. Eutychius sent him the usual announcement of his own appointment and a completely orthodox profession of the then-united Catholic faith. At the same time, the bishop urged him to summon and preside over the Church Council to deal with the Three Chapters Controversy. Vigilius first gave, and then withdrew, his consent to the council. In spite of Bishop Vigilius’ refusal to attend, the council met on 5th May 553 at Constantinople, and Eutychius shared the first place in the assembly with the patriarchs Apollinarius of Alexandria and Domninus, called Domnus III of Antioch.  At the second session, the bishop excused himself again on the grounds of ill health. The agreement of Eutychius to the Acts of this synod, which was later recognised as the Fifth General Council and which concluded on 2nd June 553, is a summary of the decrees against the Three Chapters [see 553]. Eutychius had so far stood by the emperor throughout. He composed the decree of the Council against The Chapters. 

In 562, he consecrated the new church of Hagia Sophia. However, Eutychius came into violent collision with Justinian in 564, when the emperor adopted the tenets of the Aphthartodocetae, a sect of Egyptian Monophysites who believed that Christ's body on earth was incorruptible and subject to no pain. Eutychius, in a long address, argued the incompatibility of the Aphthartodocetic beliefs with Scripture. Emperor Justinian insisted that he agree to it anyway. When Eutychius refused to compromise, Justinian ordered his arrest. 

On 22nd January 565, Eutychius was celebrating the feast day of St. Timotheus in the church adjoining the Hormisdas palace when soldiers broke into the patriarchal residence, entered the church, and carried him away. Eutychius was first removed to a monastery called Choracudis and the next day to the monastery of St. Osias near Chalcedon. Eight days later Justinian called an assembly of princes and prelates, to which he summoned Eutychius. The charges against him were trivial: that he used ointments, ate "delicate meats", and prayed for long periods. After being summoned three times, Eutychius replied that he would only come if he were to be judged canonically, in his own dignity, and in command of his clergy. Condemned by default, he was sent to an island in the Propontis named Principus ("Prince's Island"), and later to his old monastery at Amasea, where he spent 12 years and 5 months.

Upon the death of Patriarch John III [see 565] whom Justinian had put in the patriarchal chair, the people of Constantinople demanded the return of Eutychius. Justin II had succeeded Justinian in 565 and had associated with himself the young Tiberius. In October 577 the emperors sent a delegation to Amasea to bring Eutychius back to Constantinople. Contemporary reports claim that as he entered the city, a large group of people met him, shouting aloud, "Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord," and "Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace." In imitation of the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem (recorded in Matthew 21:1-11 and John 12;12-18), he entered the city on an ass's colt, over garments spread on the ground, the crowd carrying palms, dancing, and singing. The whole city was lit, public banquets were held, and new buildings were inaugurated. The next day he met with the two emperors and was given "conspicuous honour" at the Church of the Virgin in Blachernae. He then proceeded to the great church, mounted the pulpit, and blessed the many people. It took him six hours to distribute the communion because all of the people wished to receive it from his own hands.

Toward the end of his life, Eutychius maintained an opinion that after the resurrection the body will be "more subtle than air" and no longer a tangible thing. This was considered heretical, because it was taken as a denial of the doctrine of physical, corporeal resurrection. The future Pope Gregory the Great, then residing at Constantinople as Apocrisiarius, opposed this opinion, citing Luke 24:39. Emperor Tiberius talked to the disputants separately, and tried to reconcile them, but the breach was persistent. Eutychius died quietly on the Sunday after Easter, at the age of 70. Some of his friends later told Pope Gregory that a few minutes before his death he touched the skin of his hand and said, "I confess that in this flesh we shall rise again", a rough quote of Job 19:26.


	553
	CONSTANTINOPLE, SECOND COUNCIL OF [see 1st council 381 and 3rd council 680] was called by Emperor Justinian to try and compromise with the Monophysites probably due to his wife Theodora who secretly held to their viewpoint. The group had been condemned by the edict of 536 but in 543 he allowed them to re-establish their church in Constantinople. This brought conflict with the Nestorians and the Three Chapters Controversy [see 543] with whom they were associated. The western church however had cleared the three leaders involved in the controversy of heresy thus from this council one can begin speaking about the distinctiveness of the Eastern and Western Church. This council also bestowed on Mary the title of “ever virgin” thus fixing in church dogma the perpetual virginity of Mary and considered the brothers of Jesus in Mark 3:31,32 as near relatives or cousins.
FACUNDUS – Bishop of Hermiane in Byzacena [c. 546-571]. When Emperor Justinian published an edict in 534 condemning the Three Chapters [see 553], Bishop Vigilius [see 537] at first refused to approve, but later in Constantinople he published his findings in which he also condemned the Three Chapters, but explicitly upheld the Council of Chalcedon [see 451]. Facundus who was also in Constantinople refused communion with the bishop of Rome and published his own defence of the Three Chapters in which he defended the orthodoxy of the three men concerned and argued that to deny this was to deny the orthodoxy of the Chalcedon Christology. When the Three Chapters were condemned by the Council of Constantinople in 553 Vigilius excommunicated Facundus.

THREE CHAPTERS CONTROVERSY – The three chapters were three “subjects” condemned by Emperor Justinian in an edict of 543/4. His purpose was to conciliate the powerful Monophysite group and retain their allegiance to church and crown. The three chapters were [1] the writings of Theodore of Mopsuestia [see 392]; [2] the writings of Theodoret of Cyrrhus [see 416] against Cyril of Alexandria and in defence of the Nestorius; and [3] the letter of Ibas of Edessa [see 435] to Bishop Mari of Hardascir. Although the edict did in fact undermine the authority and teaching of the Council of Chalcedon, the Eastern patriarchs accepted it without opposition. When the fifth ecumenical Council met in May 553 at Constantinople it decided in favour of the condemnation of the chapters against the efforts of the Western bishops to have the condemnations withdrawn. Vigilius, the bishop of Rome, declared his submission to the decision but the churches of North Italy led by the clergy of Aquileia and Milan broke off communion with Rome and caused a schism which lasted half a century.



	554

	

	555
	GERMANUS [496-576] – Bishop of Paris. He was ordained a priest in 530 and later became an abbot of a monastery. In 555 he succeeded Eusebius as bishop of Paris and influenced the edict against pagan revelries on holy days. He was present at the third Council of Paris in 555, the second Council of Tours in 566 and the fourth Council of Paris in 573.


	556
	PELAGIUS I – Bishop of Rome [556‑561]. He came from a Roman noble family and had accompanied Agapetus I [see 535] to Constantinople and was appointed by him nuncio of the Roman Church to that city. When Vigilius [see 537] went to Constantinople on the orders of Emperor Justinian I, Pelagius stayed in Rome as his representative. Totila, king of the Goths, had begun to blockade the city. Pelagius poured out his own fortune for the benefit of the famine-stricken people, and tried to induce the king to grant a truce. Though he failed, he afterwards induced Totila to spare the lives of the people when he captured Rome in December, 546. Totila sent Pelagius to Constantinople in order to arrange a peace with Justinian I, but the emperor sent him back to say that his general Belisarius was in command in Italy. Pelagius was elected bishop as Justinian's candidate. While before his ordination he opposed Justinian's efforts to condemn the "Three Chapters" he decided in order to reconcile theological factions in the church he would adopt Justinian's position. As a result, the reputation of the bishop of Rome’s supremacy in the West was damaged in northern Italy, Gaul, and elsewhere in Western Europe, and his successors over the next 50 years spent much effort undoing the damage. He succeeded Vigilius [see 537] and was succeeded by John III [see 561].


	557

	

	558
	COMGALL [517-601] – Irish monk who in 558 founded a monastery in Bangor County Down which became an outstanding seat of learning with at one period a reputed enrolment of 3000 students. He and Colomba [see 546] were close friends and had his support when Columba went to Inverness to seek for permission from King Brude to settle at Iona.


	559

	

	560

	


561-570 AD
	561
	ANASTASIUS THE SINAITE Patriarch of Antioch [561-571, 594-599] see also 546 and 571
JOHN III – Bishop of Rome [561‑574]. He was of a distinguished family background being the son of Anastasius who bore the title of “illustris”. Although John was bishop for nearly thirteen years very little is known of his reign. It fell during the stormy times of the Lombard invasion, and practically all the records of his reign have been destroyed. He died on July 13, 574. He succeeded Pelagius [see 566] and was succeeded by Benedict I [see 575].



	562
	PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA [d.565] – Byzantine historian who was born in Palestine and went to Constantinople at the accession of Justinian and in 527 was appointed secretary to the military commander Belisarius in whose company he went campaigning for the next 15 years, details of which served as the basis of his history. He became a senator in Constantinople and probably city prefect from 562. His main work was “Wars” in seven books, the whole series showing a valuable objectivity.


	563
	COLUMBA [d.597] went to Iona and began the conversion of the Picts. He founded a monastery on Iona.
IONA. – A small Scottish island of the south-west coast of Mull from which Columba [see 546], who arrived there in 563, evangelised Western Scotland and Northern England. His monastery became a famous ecclesiastical centre but was repeatedly ravaged by Norseman. A Benedictine house was established on Iona in the early 13th century but the buildings were pulled down at the Reformation in 1561. 46 Scottish kings are said to have been buried on the island. Iona forms part of the Church of Scotland parish which embraces also a section of Mull.
OECUMENIUS – Author and an adherent and contemporary of Severus of Antioch [see 512]. He wrote the oldest existing Greek commentary on the book of the Revelation which was discovered early in the 20th century. The work in twelve parts approaches the biblical text historically. A commentary on the same book by Archbishop Andrew of Caesarea, written sometime between 563 and 614 referred to this work repeatedly.



	564
	MACARIUS II Patriarch of Jerusalem restored [564-575] see [544-552] and 575


	565
	PETER IV  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [565-580] see 535 and 578 As a Miaphysite, Peter IV was forced to stay out of Alexandria.
JOHN III – Patriarch of Constantinople [565-577] succeeded Eutychius [see 522]. He was born at Sirimis, in the region of Cynegia, near Antioch. There was a flourishing college of lawyers at Antioch, where he entered and did himself credit. The college was suppressed in 533 by Justinian I. John was ordained and became agent and secretary of his church which would bring him into touch with the court at Constantinople. When Justinian, towards the close of his life, tried to raise the sect of the Aphthartodocetae to the rank of orthodoxy, and determined to expel the blameless Eutychius for his opposition, the able lawyer-ecclesiastic of Antioch, who had already distinguished himself by his great edition of the canons, was chosen to carry out the imperial will. He was also credited for methodical classification of canon law, the Digest of Canon Law. Following some older work which he mentions in his preface, he abandoned the historical plan of giving the decrees of each council in order and arranged them according to their subject matter. The older writers had sixty heads, but he reduced them to fifty. To the canons of the councils of Nicaea, Ancyra, Neocaesarea, Gangra, Antioch, Ephesus, and Constantinople, which had already been collected and received in the church, John added 89 "Apostolical Canons," the 21 of Sardica, and the 68 of the canonical letter of Basil. When John came to Constantinople, he edited the Nomocanon, an abridgment of his former work, with the addition of a comparison of the imperial rescripts and civil laws (especially the Novels of Justinian) under each head. Little is known of his career as a bishop. Seven months after his appointment Justinian died. The new emperor, Justin II, was crowned by the patriarch, November 14, 565. John organised a compromise between the Chalcedonians and Monophysites in 567, and temporarily reunited the two sects in 571 until the Monophysites rejected the doctrines of the Council of Chalcedon once more later that year. John died shortly before Justin in 577.

JUSTIN II – Byzantium emperor [565‑578] succeeded Justinian I [see 527].  When Justinian died on November 14, 565, Justin, his nephew was elevated to the imperial throne by a group of court officials claiming that Justinian had named him as his successor on his deathbed, thus passing by another possible candidate for imperial succession, a nephew of Justinian also called Justin, who was not present in the capital at the time of the emperor's death. In the first few days of his reign Justin paid his uncle's debts, administered justice in person, and proclaimed universal religious toleration. Contrary to his uncle, Justin relied completely on the support of the aristocratic party. Proud of character, and faced with an empty treasury, he discontinued Justinian's practice of buying off potential enemies. Towards the end of his life Justin sank into growing insanity. When he died in 578, Tiberius II Constantinus succeeded him.


	566

	

	567

	

	568

	

	569
	JOHN IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (569- 579) see 551 and 581. The see was vacant between 579 to 581


	570

	


571-580 AD
	571
	GREGORY I Patriarch of Antioch [571-594] see also 561 and 594


	572
	MARTIN OF BRAGA [c.510-579] – Archbishop of Braga and writer. Born in Hungary he became a monk in Palestine and moved to Spain around 550. He established a monastery in Dumio and became its abbot and then was named bishop in 561. In 572 he was elevated to be metropolitan of Bracara where he worked successfully to convert Arian's including the king whom he baptised in 556. Well-respected outside of Spain he also composed works on canon law, liturgy and the church calendar.


	573
	GREGORY of Tours [538-594] – Frankish bishop and historian. Who was appointed bishop of Tours in 573 and carried out his tasks very thoroughly. He saw to the administration of his diocese, disciplined unruly clergy and members of religious orders, defended Catholicism against Arianism, kept order in Tours the site of a pilgrimage centre, and attended to secular and judicial duties. Except a short period of antagonism by King Chilperic 576-84, Gregory was on very amiable terms with the four rulers of Tours during the time when he was bishop, and often advised them on matters of state. His writings and life revealed him to be a sincere and eloquent spokesman for the developing early church.


	574

	

	575
	BENEDICT I – Bishop of Rome [575‑579]. He succeeded John III [see 561] and was succeeded by Pelagius II [see 579]. The ravages of the Lombards made it very difficult to communicate with the Byzantine emperor at Constantinople, who claimed the privilege of confirming the election of the bishops of Rome. Hence there was a vacancy of nearly eleven months between the death of Bishop John III and the arrival of the imperial confirmation of Benedict's election on June 2, 575. Benedict granted an estate, the Massa Veneris, in the territory of Minturnae, to Abbot Stephen of St. Mark's "near the walls of Spoleto". Famine followed the devastating Lombards, and he died in the midst of his efforts to cope with these difficulties.
JOHN IV Patriarch of Jerusalem [575-594] see 564 and 594



	576

	

	577
	LEANDER [c.550-600] – Bishop of Seville. Leander assumed the bishopric about 577 and as Spain's leading churchman led the country's Visigoth rulers from Arianism to Catholicism. By converting Prince Hermengild, Leander initially incurred the wrath of King Leovigild and was forced to flee to Constantinople. Here he befriended Gregory the Great before returning to Seville where he presided over the Synod of Toledo in 589.


	578
	DAMIANOS Coptic Pope of Alexandria [578-607] see 565 and 607. Damian became a monk in his early years in the desert of Scete. He continued to fight and to devote himself to God for sixteen years. He was ordained a deacon in the monastery of St. John the Short. Then he went to the monastery of the fathers which is to the west of Alexandria, and there he increased his asceticism. When Pope Peter was enthroned on the See of St. Mark, he brought and appointed Damianos a private secretary. Damianos pursued a good course of life and everyone loved him. When Pope Peter departed, the bishop unanimously agreed to ordain him a patriarch.  He cared for his flock well and he wrote many epistles and discourses. In the wilderness of Scete, there were some followers of Melitius El-Assyuty, who drank wine a few times during the night before they intended to partake of the Holy Communion. They claimed that the Lord Christ gave to His disciples two cups: the first He did not say, "This is My Blood" but when he gave them the second cup he said, "This is My Blood." St. Damianos showed them their error. He clarified to them that the first cup was the cup of the Jewish passover, and He nullified it with the second cup. He also told them that the canons of the church ban those that eat before communion from partaking of the Holy Eucharist. Some of them turned from their evil, but those that did not turn from their evil council were driven out of the wilderness. When Anba Theophanius, the Antiochian Patriarch departed, they ordained a successor to him called Peter, who sent a letter to Pope Damianos which said, "There is no need for us to say that God is the three Persons." When Pope Damianos read this letter he became enkindled with zeal. He wrote him a letter which explained that God is, in no doubt, one in His Godhead, one in essence, but He is Three persons, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, One God. He wrote to him many testimonies from the Holy Scriptures and from the sayings of the holy fathers. Nevertheless, Peter refused to return to the truth, and insisted on his error. Pope Damianos ordered that his name not be mentioned in the Divine Liturgy for twenty years until the heretic died.
TIBERIUS II – Byzantium Emperor [578‑582] succeeded Justin II [see 565].



	579

	PELAGIUS II – Bishop of Rome [579‑590]. He was a native of Rome, but probably of Ostrogothic descent, as his father's name was Winigild. Pelagius appealed for help from Emperor Maurice against the Lombards but the Byzantines were of little help forcing Pelagius to "buy" a truce and turn to the Franks, who invaded Italy, but left after being bribed by the Lombards. Pelagius laboured to promote the celibacy of the clergy and issued such stringent regulations on this matter that his successor Gregory I thought them too strict, and modified them to some extent. During the reign of Pelagius II, the bishop of Milan, who had broken communion with Rome since the Three Chapter Controversy, returned to full communion around 581, while other bishops in Northern Italy remained separated.  Also during his reign he faced conflict with the See of Constantinople over the adoption of the title of "Ecumenical Patriarch," which Pelagius believed to undermine the authority of the bishop of Rome. Pelagius fell victim to the plague that devastated Rome at the end of 589. He succeeded Benedict I [see 575] and was succeeded by Gregory I [see 590].


	580
	COLUMBANUS [543-615] – Irish scholar who had a passion for learning and had the unusual distinction in his day of being able to study the Scriptures in both Hebrew and Greek. He went to France where he established a school in Burgundy. The discipline in the school was severe and while the people approved, the clergy were bitterly opposed to it.  Expelled from France he worked for a while near Lake Constance in Switzerland before founding a notable monastery in Italy where he died. His correspondence with the bishops of Rome shows the purity and independence of the Celtic church and challenges Rome’s claim for supremacy.



581-589 AD
	581
	EULOGIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (581 -609) see 569 and 608  A learned author of many homilies and theological and treatises. He convoked a Synod in Alexandria against the disputes of the Samaritans and the Judeans. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church


	582
	JOHN IV – Patriarch of Constantinople [582-595] succeeded Eutychius [see 552]. He is also known as John Nesteutes or John the Faster (because of his meagre use of food) and was the first to assume the title ecumenical patriarch. He was born at Constantinople of artisan parents, and worked as a sculptor. In 587 or 588, he summoned the bishops of the East in the name of "the ecumenical patriarch" to decide the cause of Gregory, patriarch of Antioch, who was acquitted and returned to his see. The bishop of Rome, Pelagius II, solemnly annulled the acts of this council. In 593, John was severely blamed by the succeeding Roman bishop Gregory the Great for having allowed an Isaurian presbyter named Anastasius, who had been accused of heresy, to be beaten with ropes in the church of Constantinople. In 595, the controversy was again rife about the title of ecumenical patriarch. Gregory wrote to his legate Sabinianus forbidding him to communicate with John. In the case of a presbyter named Athanasius, accused of being to some extent a Manichean, and condemned as such, Gregory tried to show that the accuser was himself a Pelagian, and that by the carelessness, ignorance, or fault of John IV, the Nestorian council of Ephesus had actually been mistaken for the Orthodox Council of Ephesus.
MAURICE – Byzantium emperor [582‑602] succeeded Tiberius II [see 578].



	583

	

	584

	

	585

	

	586
	RECARED – Visigoth king who ruled Spain from 586 to 601. He succeeded his father Leovigild in 586 and set to work at once crushing several Arian revolts. The Lusitanian peninsular in Portugal was officially Arian until converted to Roman Catholic 586 although the Arian kings had been extraordinarily tolerant. In 589 the Third Council of Toledo proclaimed Catholicism as the kingdom's official religion. The king ordered the Arian books to be burnt and no Gothic text from Spain has survived.


	587

	

	588

	

	589
	DAVID [520-589] – Ascetic monk and patron saint of Wales. He was from a southern Welsh princely family and was a great founder of the monasteries including one in Pembrokeshire at which he lived. Here he built up a fine library which was later destroyed by Scandinavian raiders. The Council of Brefi chose him as primate of Wales, but he accepted only on condition that the seat was moved from Caerleon to St Davids. He was a popular saint in South Wales, Devon, Cornwall, and Brittany.
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	ACACIAN SCHISM
	484
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	459

	ACACIUS – Bishop of Caesarea 
	366

	ACACIUS – Constantinople Patriarch
	471

	ACHILLAS  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	312

	ACOEMETAE – Ascetic sect who never slept
	534

	ADELOPHAGI – Fourth century sect
	365

	AERIUS – Pioneer of monasteries in Pontus
	355
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	360
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	374
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	348
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	314
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	357
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	357
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	467
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	535
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	375
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	AMPHILOCHIUS – Bishop of Iconium
	373

	APHRAATES – Syrian writings
	345

	APIARIUS – African Priest
	424

	APOLLINARIUS – Bishop of Laodicea
	361

	APOLLINARIUS - Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria
	551

	APOSTOLIC CANONS
	381

	ARCADIUS – Roman Emperor of the East
	395

	ARIMINUM SYNOD
	359

	ARIUS – Presbyter of Alexandria
	325

	ARLES, Synods of 
	314

	ARMENIAN CHURCH 
	507

	ARNOBIUS the Younger
	439

	ARSACIUS – Bishop of Constantinople
	404

	ASSYRIAN CHURCH
	499

	ASTERIUS THE SOPHIST – Arian Theologian
	341

	ATHANASIUS I – Patriarch of Alexandria 
	328

	ATHANASIUS II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria
	489

	ATTICUS – Bishop of Constantinople
	406

	ATTILLA THE HUN 
	452

	AUDIANI – Ascetic Sect 
	323

	AUGUSTINE – Bishop of Hippo
	396

	AURELIUS – Bishop of Carthage
	391

	AUXENTIUS – Bishop of Milan
	355

	AVITUS – Bishop of Vienne
	490

	AVITUS – Roman Emperor of the West
	455

	BARSUMAS – Monophysite heretic leader
	458

	BARSUMAS – Bishop of Nisbis
	493

	BASIL OF ANCYRA
	336

	BASIL Patriarch of Antioch 
	456

	BASIL THE GREAT – Bishop of Caesarea 
	370

	BASIL – Bishop of Seleucia
	448

	BENEDICT I – Bishop of Rome
	575

	BENEDICT of Nursia
	529

	BOETHUS – Writer
	523

	BONIFACE – Bishop Of Carthage
	525

	BONIFACE I – Bishop of Rome
	418

	BONIFACE II – Bishop of Rome
	530

	BONOSUS – Bishop of Naissus 
	391

	BORBORIANS – Heretical Gnostic Sect
	371

	BORDEAUX PILGRIM
	333

	CAESARIUS – Bishop of Arles
	503

	CALLANDION Patriarch of Antioch 
	495

	CANDLEMAS
	350

	CANON LAW 
	325

	CANON OF SCRIPTURE – Completion N T
	367

	CAPPADOCIAN FATHERS – Trinitarian theologians
	376

	CAPREOLUS – Bishop of Carthage
	431

	CARTHAGE, Council of [see also 411] 
	397

	CASSAIN JOHN – Writer 
	425

	CELESTINE I – Bishop of Rome 
	422

	CELESTIUS – Pelegianist
	400

	CELIBACY OF THE CLERGY in the 4th Century
	384

	CELTIC CHURCH 
	450

	CHALCEDON, Council of
	451

	CHRISTIANITY and the STATE [see also 410, 430]
	391

	CHRISTMAS
	336

	CHROMATIUS – Bishop of Aquileia
	388

	CHRYSIPPUS – Monastic Superior
	469

	CHRYSOLOGUS P – Archbishop of Ravenna 
	449

	CHRYSOSTOM J – Bishop of Constantinople 
	398

	CLAUDIANUS M – Archbishop of Vienne 
	467

	CLOVIS – King of the Franks 
	481

	CODEX BEZAE
	500

	CODEX SINAITICUS
	330

	COLUMBA – Missionary and Educator
	546

	COLUMBANUS – Irish Scholar
	580

	COMGALL – Irish Monk
	558

	CONSTANS – Roman Emperor of the West
	337

	CONSTANTINE  Roman Emperor [see 321,24,26-7]
	312

	CONSTANTINE II – Joint Roman Emperor 
	337

	CONSTANTIUS II – Roman Emperor [see also 350]
	337

	CONSTANTINOPLE
	330

	CONSTANTINOPLE, Synod of [see also 360]
	336

	CONSTANTINOPLE, 1st Council of
	381

	CONSTANTINOPLE, 2nd Council of
	553

	COPTIC CHURCH – Start
	451

	CYRIL I – Patriarch of Alexandria
	412

	CYRIL I  Primate of Jerusalem
	350

	DAMASUS I – Bishop of Rome
	366

	DAMIANOS Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria 
	578

	DANIEL THE STYLITE – Syrian Ascetic
	459

	DAVID – Welsh Patron Saint and Ascetic Monk 
	589

	DEMOPHILIUS – Bishop of Constantinople
	370

	DIADOCHUS – Bishop of Photike
	465

	DIDYMUS THE BLIND – Alexandrian Theologian
	398

	DIODORE OF TARSUS – Bishop of Tarsus
	378

	DIONYSIUS EXEGUUS – Writer and Chronologist
	525

	DIOSCORUS I  Patriarch of Alexandria
	444

	DIOSCORUS II Patriarch of Alexandria 
	516

	DIOSCORUS – Antipope 
	530

	DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH
	374

	DOMNUS II Primate of Antioch
	443

	DOMNUS III Patriarch of Antioch
	546

	DONATISTS
	313

	DONATUS – Bishop of Carthage
	313

	DOROTHEUS Primate of Antioch 
	370

	DOROTHEUS – Ascetic Monastic Founder
	540

	EASTERN ORTHODOX Church [see 1054 & 1612]
	431

	ECUMENICAL COUNCILS
	325

	ELIAS I Patriarch of Jerusalem
	494

	EMBER DAYS. Fast days
	440

	ENNODIUS M  Bishop of Pavia
	514

	EPHESUS  Council of 
	431

	EPHESUS  The Robber Synod of 
	449

	EPHRAEM THE SYRIAN  Classical writer
	338

	EPHRAIM OF AMID Patriarch of Antioch 
	526

	EPIPHANIUS [315 – 403]. Bishop of Salamis
	367

	EPIPHANIUS Constantinople Patriarch
	520

	ETHIOPIA [see also 1268]
	340

	EUCHERIUS  Bishop of Lyons
	434

	EUDOXIUS Bishop of Constantinople
	360

	EUDOXIUS Primate of Antioch 
	350

	EULALIOS Primate of Antioch 
	332

	EULALIUS  Antipope
	418

	EULOGIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria 
	581

	EUNOMIUS  Heretic
	395

	EUPHEMIUS Constantinople Patriarch
	489

	EUPHRASIUS Patriarch of Antioch 
	521

	EUPHRONIUS Primate of Antioch 
	333

	EUSEBIUS of Caesarea  “Father of Church history”
	314

	EUSEBIUS of Nicomedia  Bishop of Constantinople
	339

	EUSEBIUS Bishop of Doryleum
	449

	EUSEBIUS  Bishop of Emesa
	359

	EUSEBIUS  Bishop of Samosata
	374

	EUSEBIUS  First Bishop of Vercilli
	355

	EUSTATHIUS Primate of Antioch 
	325

	EUSTATHIUS Patriarch of Jerusalem
	552

	EUSTATHIUS  Bishop of Sebaste
	356

	EUSTOCHIUM J Roman lady follower of Jerome 
	386

	EUTYCHES  Early Monophysite
	430

	EUTYCHIUS Constantinople Patriarch
	552

	EVAGRIUS P  Eastern writer
	399

	EZNICK. Armenian Writer and bishop
	450

	EUZOIUS Primate of Antioch 
	360

	FABIOLA  Roman Noblewoman Philanthropist 
	395

	FACUNDUS  Bishop of Hermiane in Byzacena.
	553

	FAUSTUS OF REIZ  Semi-Pelagian Bishop
	437

	FELIX II Bishop of Rome
	483

	FELIX II Antipope 
	355

	FELIX IV Bishop of Rome
	526

	FILASTER  Writer against Heresies 
	397

	FINNIAN OF MOVILLE  Irish monk
	540

	FLAVIAN Bishop of Constantinople
	446

	FLAVIAN I Primate of Antioch
	384

	FLAVIAN II Patriarch of Antioch
	505

	FRANCE [see 250 and 732]
	496

	FRAVITAS Constantinople Patriarch
	488

	FRUMENTIUS. First bishop of Axumis
	339

	FULGENTIUS  Bishop of Ruspe
	508

	GAINAS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria
	536

	GALLA PLACIDA  Roman empress,
	417

	GALLICAN PSALTER
	383

	GAUDENTIUS  Bishop of Brescia
	387

	GELASIAN DECREE
	492

	GELASIUS  Bishop of Caesarea
	367

	GELASIUS Bishop of Rome
	492

	GENEVIEVE  Ascetic 
	451

	GENNADIUS I Constantinople Patriarch
	458

	GENNADIUS OF MARSEILLES  Church historian
	496

	GEORGE of Cappadocia  Bishop of Alexandria
	357

	GEORGE of Laodicea  Bishop of Laodicea
	359

	GERMANUS  Bishop of Paris
	555

	GLYCERIUS Roman Emperor West
	473

	GRATIAN Roman Emperor West
	378

	GREGORY I Patriarch of Antioch
	571

	GREGORY I Bishop of Constantinople
	379

	GREGORY of Elvira  Bishop of Elvira
	392

	GREGORY of Nazianzus  Capadocian Father
	362

	GREGORY of Nyssa  Bishop of Nyssa
	371

	GREGORY of Tours  Frankish bishop and historian
	573

	HELENA  Mother of Constantine
	327

	HENOTICON  Orthodox and Monophysite Union
	482

	HILARION  Eastern Ascetic 
	371

	HILARY of Arles  Bishop of Arles 
	428

	HILIARY Bishop of Poitiers
	353

	HILIARY Bishop of Rome
	461

	HIPPO  Council of
	393

	HOMOEANS
	325

	HONORIUS Emperor West 
	395

	HORMISDAS Bishop of Rome
	514

	HOSIUS Bishop of Cordoba
	357

	HYPOSTATIC UNION. 
	451

	IBAS  Bishop of Edessa 
	435

	INNOCENT I Bishop of Rome
	401

	IONA. 
	563

	IRELAND [also see 1172]
	431

	ISAAC THE GREAT  Armenian patriarch 
	390

	ISADORE of Pelusium  Egyptian Theologian
	440

	JACOB BARADAEUS  Bishop of Edessa.
	542

	JACOB of Nisbis  Bishop of Nisbis
	341

	JACOB of Sarug  Bishop of Batnae
	519

	JEROME  Translator of the Vulgate 
	382

	JERUSALEM PATRIARCHATE
	451

	JOANNES  Roman Emperor West
	423

	JOHN I Bishop of Rome
	523

	JOHN II Bishop of Rome
	533

	JOHN III Bishop of Rome
	561

	JOHN I CHRYSOSTOM  Bishop of Constantinople
	398

	JOHN II Constantinople Patriarch
	518

	JOHN III Constantinople Patriarch
	565

	JOHN IV Constantinople Patriarch
	582

	JOHN I Primate of Antioch
	428

	JOHN II Patriarch of Antioch 
	475

	JOHN CODONATUS Patriarch of Antioch
	495

	JOHN I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria
	482

	JOHN IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria 
	569

	JOHN II Primate of Jerusalem
	386

	JOHN III Patriarch of Jerusalem
	516

	JOHN IV Patriarch of Jerusalem
	575

	JOVIAN Roman Emperor
	363

	JULIAN Patriarch of Antioch
	466

	JULIAN The Apostate  Roman Emperor
	361

	JULIAN of Eclanum  Pelagian Theologian
	418

	JULIUS I Bishop of Rome
	337

	JUSTIN I  Byzantine Emperor 
	518

	JUSTIN II  Byzantine Emperor
	565

	JUSTINIAN I  Byzantine Emperor
	527

	JUSTINIAN CODE  Consolidation of Roman law
	529

	JUVENAL Patriarch of Jerusalem
	422

	JUVENCUS G  Christian Poet
	330

	LABARUM. The First Christian Military Standard
	324

	LACTANTIUS Apologist and Historian
	317

	LAODICEA Synod of
	361

	LAURENTIUS Antipope 
	498

	LEANDER  Bishop of Seville
	577

	LEO I Bishop of Rome
	440

	LEO I Emperor East
	457

	LEO II Emperor East
	474

	LEONITUS of Byzantium  Anti-Monophysite 
	520

	LEONTIUS Primate of Antioch
	345

	LEPORIUS  Latin Theologian from Gaul
	430

	LIBERIUS Bishop of Rome
	352

	LIBERIAN CATALOGUE. List of Roman bishops 
	354

	LUCIFER  Bishop of Cagliari 
	370

	MACARIUS I Primate of Jerusalem
	314

	MACARIUS II Patriarch of Jerusalem [also 564]
	544

	MACARIUS of Alexandria  Desert Father
	404

	MACARIUS of Egypt  Ascetic Writer
	390

	MACEDONIUS I  Bishop of Constantinople 
	342

	MACEDONIUS II  Constantinople Patriarch
	495

	MACRINA THE YOUNGER  Eastern Ascetic
	379

	MAJORAN  Emperor West
	456

	MALABAR CHRISTIANS [see also 1330]
	345

	MARCELLA  Christian Ascetic and Patron
	410

	MARCIAN  Emperor East
	450

	MARCELLINA
	353

	MARCELLUS of Ancyra  Bishop of Ancyra
	374

	MARK  Bishop of Rome
	336

	MARTIN of Braga  Archbishop of Braga and Writer
	572

	MARTIN of Tours  Pioneer of monasticism in Gaul
	372

	MARTYRIUS Patriarch of Antioch
	461

	MARTYRIUS Patriarch of Jerusalem
	478

	MAURICE  Byzantium Emperor
	572

	MAXIMUS II Patriarch of Antioch 
	450

	MAXIMUS III Primate of Jerusalem
	334

	MAXIMUS  Emperor West
	455

	MAXIMUS  Bishop of Turin
	451

	MELETIUS Primate of Antioch
	354

	MELITUS  Bishop of Antioch 
	381

	MENAS  Constantinople Patriarch
	536

	MESROB  Armenian Translator and Philologist
	392

	MILAN  Edict of
	313

	MONICA  Mother of Augustine of Hippo
	372

	MONOPHYSITISM
	451

	NARSAI  Nestorian Theologian and Poet
	437

	NECTARIUS  Bishop of Constantinople 
	381

	NEMESIUS  Bishop of Emesa
	400

	NEPOS  Emperor West
	474

	NERSES [Narses the Great]  Armenian Patriarch 
	353

	NESTORIUS  Bishop of Constantinople
	428

	NICEA Council of
	325

	NICENE CREED
	325

	NICHOLAS of Myra
	325

	NINIAN  British Missionary to Scotland
	400

	N T CANON COMPLETE Eastern Church
	367

	OAK Synod of 
	403

	OECUMENIUS. Author of Revelation Commentary 
	563

	OLYBRIUS Emperor West
	472

	ORANGE Councils of. Synods of 441 and 529
	441

	OROSIUS P Historian Friend of Augustine
	414

	PACHOMIUS  Egyptian Pioneer of Monasticism.
	337

	PALLADIUS Patriarch of Antioch
	497

	PALLADIUS  Bishop of Helenopolis and Ascetic
	400

	PALLADIUS  Missionary to Ireland from Gaul
	429

	PAMMACHIUS Aristocrat Monk
	410

	PAPHNUTIUS  Bishop of Upper Thebaid, Egypt
	360

	PATRICK OF IRELAND
	461

	PAUL Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria
	537

	PAUL II Patriarch of Antioch 
	518

	PAUL I Bishop of Constantinople 
	337

	PAUL of Thebes  Traditional First Christian Hermit
	340

	PAULA  Ascetic Founder of Religious Houses
	404

	PAULINUS Primate of Antioch 
	371

	PAULINUS of Nola  Bishop of Nola 
	409

	PAULINUS of Trier  Anti-Arian Bishop 
	353

	PAULINUS OF TYRE Primate of Antioch 
	324

	PELAGIUS I  Bishop of Rome
	556

	PELAGIUS II  Bishop of Rome
	579

	PELAGIANISM  Movement named after Pelagius 
	409

	PETER II  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	373

	PETER III MONGO  Patriarch of Alexandria
	477

	PETER IV Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria
	565

	PETER THE FULLER Patriarch of Antioch 
	465

	PETER Patriarch of Jerusalem
	524

	PHILACLUS Primate of Antioch
	334

	PHILIP SIDETES  Historian
	439

	PHILOGONIUS Primate of Antioch 
	314

	PHILOSTORGIUS  Historian
	420

	PHILOXENUS  Monophysite Bishop of Hierapolis
	485

	POLYCHRONIUS  Exegete and Bishop of Apamea
	430

	PORPHYRIUS Primate of Antioch 
	404

	POSSIDIUS  Biographer of Augustine
	440

	PRAULIUS Primate of Jerusalem
	417

	PRISCILLIAN  Heretical Bishop of Avila
	385

	PROCLUS  Bishop of Constantinople
	434

	PROCOPIUS of Caesarea  Byzantine Historian
	562

	PROCOPIUS of Gaza  Christian Exegete
	538

	PROSPER of Aquitaine  Writer
	440

	PROTERIUS  Patriarch of Alexandria
	452

	PRUDENTIUS C  Christian Latin Poet
	410

	PULCHERIA  Eastern Empress
	450

	RABULA  Syrian Theologian 
	411

	RECARED  Anti Arian Spanish Visigoth King
	586

	REMIGIUS  Archbishop and “Apostle to the Franks”
	496

	ROME Synod of
	313

	ROMULUS AUGUSTUS Emperor West
	475

	RUFINUS TYRANNIUS  Presbyter and Scholar
	381

	SABAS Founder of the Order of Sabaites.
	497

	SALLUST Patriarch of Jerusalem
	486

	SALVIAN  Christian Writer
	470

	SARDICA  Synod of
	342

	SEBASTE THE 40 MARTYRS
	326

	SELEUCIA Council of
	359

	SERAPION OF THMIUS  Bishop of  Thmius
	339

	SEVERIAN  Opponent of John Chrysostom 
	408

	SEVERUS  Emperor West
	461

	SEVERUS OF ANTIOCH
	512

	SIDONIUS A  French Latin poet, Bishop of Clermont
	468

	SILVERIUS  Bishop of Rome
	536

	SIMON the Stylite  Pillar Ascetic 
	459

	SIMPLICANUS  Bishop of Milan
	397

	SIMPLICIUS  Bishop of Rome
	468

	SIRICIUS  Bishop of Rome
	384

	SISINNIUS I Bishop of Constantinople
	426

	SIXTUS III  Bishop of Rome
	432

	SPYRIDON  Bishop of Tremithius, Cyprus
	348

	STEPHEN I Primate of Antioch
	341

	STEPHEN II Patriarch of Antioch 
	490

	STEPHEN III Patriarch of Antioch 
	493

	SYLVESTER I  Bishop of Rome
	314

	SYMMACHUS  Bishop of Rome
	498

	SYRIAN CHURCHES
	451

	TELEMACHUS  Eastern Monk, Martyr
	391

	THEODORA I  Wife of Byzantine Emperor
	523

	THEODORE  Bishop of Mopsuestia 
	392

	THEODORE THE LECTOR. Church Historian
	518

	THEODORET Bishop of Cyrrhus in Syria
	416

	THEODOSIUS I Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria
	535

	THEODOSIUS  I Emperor East
	378

	THEODOSIUS  II Emperor East
	408

	THEODOTUS Primate of Antioch
	418

	THEOPHILUS  Patriarch of Alexandria
	385

	THEOTOKOS
	451

	THESSALONIA EDICT
	380

	THREE CHAPTERS CONTROVERSY
	553

	TIBERIUS II  Byzantine Emperor
	578

	TIMOTHY I  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	380

	TIMOTHY II ELUROS  Patriarch of Alexandria
	457

	TIMOTHY III, Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria
	460

	TIMOTHY III [IV]  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	517

	TIMOTHY I  Constantinople Patriarch
	511

	TIMOTHY AELURUS  Patriarch of Alexandria
	457

	TOME OF LEO
	449

	TOME OF ST DAMASUS
	369

	TYRE Synod of
	335

	URSICINUS Antipope
	366

	VAISON Councils of
	442

	VALENS Emperor of East
	364

	VALENTINIAN I Emperor
	364

	VALENTINIAN II Emperor West
	375

	VALENTINIAN III Emperor West
	425

	VEDAST  Bishop of Arras
	539

	VICTRICIUS   Bishop of Rouen
	380

	VIGILANTIUS of Barcelona 
	406

	VIGILIUS Bishop of Rome
	537

	VITALIUS II Primate of Antioch
	376

	WALES [see also 1323]
	547

	WULFILA Bishop of the Goths
	351

	YOANNIS I  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	496

	YOANNIS II  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	505

	ZACHARIAS S  Church Historian and Bishop
	492

	ZENO Emperor East
	474

	ZOILOS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria 
	542

	ZOSIMUS Bishop of Rome
	417


PAGE  
2
CHURCH AGE CHRONOLOGY  VOLUME 3

