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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW
It should be noted from the outset that this is a history guide to assist those who wish to review the effect of certain groups of individuals on the Church which is made up of those who have personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ in their relationship with God. The guide therefore is not comprehensive but we trust will allow a substantial aid to those wishing to understand or make further personal study. The notes are in large measure drawn from the EBCWA publication “A Chronology of the Church”.
In the period studied which terminates at the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476. What effect did the Roman Empire in this period have on the development of the Church?  There were a number.

[a] The command which allowed the Lord Jesus Christ to be born in the right place at the right time

[b] The provision of good communications and one jurisdiction allowing the young church to spread
[c] A period of Pax Romanus under which the known world was at peace and orderly at the start of this relationship
[d] Persecution of believers for non emperor worship by a large number of Roman Emperors 
[e] The union of Church and State with its consequent infiltration of pagans into the church 
[f] Political interference in the Church by the State 
In chapters 2 and 3 of the book of the Revelation there are seven different churches with different characteristics which, bearing in mind the progressive nature of that book indicates what the predominant type of church in a particular era will be. 
In our study of the Roman Emperors three of the churches predominate those of Ephesus which is a Bible believing church that is legalistic covering the period from 32 to around 100 AD, the church of Smyrna which is the persecuted church from 100 to 312 AD and the church of Pergamos which is the state church developed from 312 onwards.

The Emperors studied have been divided into these three sections. For further details see the EBCWA commentary of the Revelation chapter 2:1-17 

It is noted that the chronological system of these churches is not universally accepted. It is quite clear, that all types of churches occur in the world at the present time and have done so at all times. However the reader will notice that the sequence of the character of the churches demonstrated below is in the order as set out in Revelation 2.
AUGUSTUS CAESAR – Roman Emperor [27 BC-14AD] 
Adopted great nephew of Julius Caesar
Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus (23 September 63 BC – 19 August AD 14) was the first emperor of the Roman Empire, which he ruled alone from 27 BC until his death in AD 14. Born Gaius Octavius Thurinus, he was adopted by his great-uncle Julius Caesar in 44 BC, and between then and 27 BC was officially named Gaius Julius Caesar. In 27 BC the Senate awarded him the honorific Augustus, and thus consequently he was Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus. Augustus is named in Luke 2:1in relation to the census which caused Joseph with the pregnant Mary to move to Bethlehem for the birth of the Lord 

Luke 2:1-7  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 2  (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 

Augustus sent out an edict that all the world should be taxed; or "registered", or "enrolled"; for this was not levying a tax, or imposing tribute upon them, but a taking an account of the names of persons, and of their estates. For the payment of a tax there was no need of the attendance of women and children. The Arabic version gives the translation, "that the names the whole habitable world might be described, or written down": This enrolment had been first considered by Augustus, when at Tarracon in Spain, over twenty years before. It was however deferred by problems in the empire. The timing of the edict is again seen as part of God’s plan as it had to coincide with Joseph and a pregnant Mary being obliged to travel the long distance from Nazareth to Bethlehem to fulfil the prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem of Judea. The quotation that “all the world” would be taxed would also be rendered that the whole of the Roman Empire would be enrolled. It would therefore seem that it was not just Judea or Israel but the whole Roman Empire which at this stage is said to have a population of 120 million would be enrolled which would be no mean feat.

In verse 2 it says “And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.” “And this taxing was first made” should be better stated as "this was the first enrolment, or taxing" in the Jewish nation; for there was another afterwards, when Judas the Galilean arose, and drew many after him, Acts 5:38. Luke has been attacked here on the basis that Quirinius [Cyrenius] was only governor of Syria once and that was from A.D. 6 as shown by Josephus Antiquities but Professor Ramsay has proved by inscriptions that Quirinius was twice in Syria and that Luke quite expectedly is correct here also. 

3  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. There was therefore a huge movement across the Roman Empire with people going to the cities of their lineage. This could well explain why there was a shortage of accommodation in Bethlehem forcing Mary and Joseph to have to stay in the stable or cave attached to the inn. 

The concept of a Roman census was originally instituted by Servius Tullius, sixth king of Rome. Dionysius of Halicarnassus says that “He ordered all the citizens of Rome to register their estates according to their value in money, taking an oath, in a form he prescribed, to deliver a faithful account according to the best of their knowledge, specifying the names of their parents, their own age, the names of their wives and children, adding also what quarter of the city, or what town in the country, they lived in.”  A Roman census appears to have consisted of these two parts: 1. The account which the people were obliged to give in of their names, quality, employments, wives, children, servants, and estates; and 2. The value set upon the estates by the censors, and the proportion in which they adjudged them to contribute to the defence and support of the state, either in men or money, or both: and this seems to have been the design of the census or enrolment in the text. This census was probably similar to that made in England in the reign of William the Conqueror, which is contained in what is termed Domesday Book, now in the Chapter House, Westminster, and dated 1086. “Each to his own city” A number of papyri in Egypt have the heading enrolment by household. Here again Luke is vindicated. Each man went to the town where his family register was kept.

4  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) Both Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem as this was the city of David and they were both descended from David, Joseph from Solomon and Mary from Nathan as shown by the genealogies of Matthew and Luke. The phrase “went up”, the Greek word Anabaino, which is translated “climbed” or “ascended” is accurate as Bethlehem is at a higher elevation than Nazareth. The city of David, which is Bethlehem, was where David was born and brought up 1 Samuel 17:12, According to Micah 5:2 this was the place where the Messiah was to be born. Bethlehem means "the house of bread": a very fit place for Christ, the bread which came down from heaven, and gives life to the world, to come from.

5  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. Mary was heavily pregnant and yet, though in such difficult circumstances, was obliged by this Roman edict, to come to Bethlehem. By being obedient to the government even though it was greatly inconvenient to her because of her condition she was able to conform with the prophecy of Micah. 

6  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  Mary had up to this time been living at the wrong place for Messiah's birth. A little longer stay at Nazareth, and the prophecy would have failed. But with no intention certainly on her part, much less of Caesar Augustus, to fulfil the prophecy, she is brought from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and at exactly the right time the period of pregnancy is completed and her baby is born.
A census, conceived by a pagan emperor, which is a sensible concept under the fourth divine institution of nationalism, was delayed and used in perfect harmony with God’s timing to ensure that a promise he had made many centuries before would be fulfilled.“ This is the Lord’s doing. It is marvellous in our eyes” Psalm 118:23.

EMPERORS AND THE CHURCH IN THE FIRST CENTURY
TIBERIUS – Roman Emperor [14-37 ad] 
Stepson and adopted heir of Augustus
Tiberius was emperor of Rome when the Church Age began in 32.  He was the 2nd emperor following the republic (and Triumvirates), Augustus being the first from 30 BC -14 AD.  In his early years Tiberius had shown great military expertise and he became a popular and successful general, Augustus elevating him (in 6 BC) to a share of his tribunician power (a major element in the emperor's authority).  By the time Tiberius became emperor he was already growing old.  In the year 26 he left Rome permanently for the island of Capri, delegating power to the city prefect.  Under Tiberius, Pontius Pilate was appointed procurator of Judea in 26 and he was still governing Judea at the time of the trial and crucifixion of our Lord.  Pilate was dismissed in 36 and ordered back to Rome to answer accusations of murder by the Samaritan Senate and the Jews. Jewish historian Josephus notes that it was while Pilate was en route to Rome that Tiberius died; in the year 37.  
Tiberius was one of Rome's greatest generals, whose campaigns in Pannonia, Illyricum, Rhaetia and Germania laid the foundations for the northern frontier. But he came to be remembered as a dark, reclusive, and sombre ruler who never really desired to be emperor; Pliny the Elder called him "the gloomiest of men." After the death of Tiberius’ son Drusus Julius Caesar in 23 AD the quality of his rule declined and ended in a terror. In 26, Tiberius exiled himself from Rome and left administration largely in the hands of his unscrupulous Praetorian Prefects Lucius Aelius Sejanus and Quintus Naevius Sutorius Macro. Caligula, Tiberius’ adopted grandson, succeeded the emperor upon his death.

The Church started in the latter reign of Tiberius. The Gospels record that during Tiberius' reign, Jesus of Nazareth preached and was executed under the authority of Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea. In the Bible, Tiberius is mentioned by name only once, in Luke 3:1 stating that John the Baptist entered on his public ministry in the fifteenth year of his reign. Many references to Caesar (or the emperor in some other translations), without further specification refer to Tiberius. Similarly, the "Tribute Penny" referred to in Matthew 22:19 and Mark 12:15 would in all likelihood be the silver denarius coin of Tiberius.

CALIGULA – Roman Emperor [37‑41 ad] 
Great-nephew of Tiberius; great-grandson of Augustus
Brought up in an army camp, he received his nick-name Caligula from his father's troops. They called him Caligae "little boots" because he wore the miniature uniform of a soldier.  Seven months after his succession Caligula is said to have suffered a severe illness, which according to some scholars left him insane.  As emperor, Caligula was certainly mentally unstable, vicious, and terrorised those around him during his entire reign.  He changed his title from “Princeps”, the inoffensive concept of Augustus, meaning ‘the first among equals’ or ‘first citizen’, to a Hellenistic form - ‘the divine monarch’, ‘the Caesar‑god’.  Veneration of the emperor as divine was then required, as Caligula thought of himself as Alexander, Caesar and God.  He squandered the fortune Tiberius had accumulated in state treasury, and to keep financing his extravagances, he resorted to confiscating the estates of wealthy Roman citizens, then marched his army to Gaul and plundered the inhabitants.  While in Gaul he manifested his absurd pretensions to divinity by marching his army to the northern shoreline and ordering them to collect seashells, which he called "the spoils of the conquered ocean."
In the year 39, Caligula banished Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great) to Gaul and added his dominions, Galilee and Perea, to those of Antipas' nephew Herod Agrippa, and also gave him the title of king – Herod Agrippa I.  Although Agrippa was nearly twice Caligula's age, there had been a long friendship between them.  Agrippa had grown up in the courts of Augustus and Tiberius having been sent to Rome when aged three for his safety and education after the murder of his father Aristobulus.  (Agrippa is Herod the king of Luke chapter 12 who persecuted the church and put to death the Apostle James the son of Zebedee but by the end of the chapter has come to a terrible end.  Herod Antipas whom Caligula banished was the one who’d had John the Baptist beheaded, our Lord referred to as “that fox”, and to whom Pilate had sent our Lord for judgement - Mark 6:14-28; Luke 13:32; Luke 23:7-12.)
In the year 39, in contemptuous disregard of Jewish beliefs, Caligula ordered his statue to be erected in the Temple in Jerusalem.  This was to be carried out by Petronius (who had succeeded Vitellius as legate of Syria) with as many troops as necessary to accomplish it in the event of the Jews trying to stop this happening.  It caused such a stir amongst the Jews that proceedings were slowed and the statue was still not dedicated in the year 41.  Tens of thousands of Jews staged a protest, and prostrating themselves they bared their necks for the sword rather than break the commands of God and see the Temple defiled.  Petronius, unwilling to shed so much blood, encouraged them go back to ploughing their fields as it was his intention to do all in his power to assist their plight; he would write to the emperor informing him of their resolution.  Caligula sent a letter back ordering Petronius to take his own life for his insolence.  This letter was aboard a slow ship and another letter informing Petronius of Caligula’s death arrived before it, and so Petronius was spared.   
Caligula was assassinated by his Praetorian guards, and Claudius took his place.  From the fact that he wished his statue to be worshipped in the Jewish Temple he could therefore be considered as a type of Antichrist, but Divine intervention prohibited the fulfilment of the prophecy of the Abomination of Desolation at this time. 
CLAUDIUS – Roman Emperor [41‑54 ad]
Uncle of Caligula; nephew of Tiberius
It was Claudius who invaded southern Britain in 43ad and made it a province, although later, in the year 60, Nero's 9th Legion and other military posts were wiped out by Boadicea.
The famine predicted by the prophet Agabus in Acts 11:28 happened while Claudius was emperor.

Claudius returned to the traditions of Emperor Augustus (Octavian), by publishing edicts, stating that “the nation of Jews be not deprived of their rights and privileges on account of the madness of Gaius” (Caligula), that they may continue “to keep their ancient customs without being hindered so to do”, and, “I think it also very just that no Grecian city should be deprived of such rights and privileges, since they were preserved to them under the great Augustus.”  Then to both Jews and Greeks, “I do charge them also to use this my kindness to them with moderation, and not to shew a contempt of the superstitious observances of other nations, but to keep their own laws only” (quotations from Josephus).
Claudius bestowed on Herod Agrippa I additional territory and with his dominion now the same as his grandfather Herod the Greats had been, Agrippa became king also of Judea and Samaria, thus Palestine returned to the Herodian dynasty.  Eight years after the martyrdom of Stephen, Agrippa I, in order to conciliate the Jews began an assault, “stretching out his hand to vex certain of the church”.  He put the Apostle James (son of Zebedee) to death by the sword and “because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to take Peter also”.  Peter would have been killed as well if he had not been miraculously delivered from prison “by the angel of the Lord”.  Agrippa had all of the soldiers who were on guard put to death.  About 45ad, a short time after the martyrdom of James, he was smitten with a terrible disease and died in violent pain (Acts 12:1-23).  With the death of Herod Agrippa I, Claudius returned Judea to the status of province.  Five years later in 50ad, when Agrippa’s son reached 22 years of age, Claudius gave him the title of king and rulership of Chalcis in southern Lebanon as Herod Agrippa II.  In 53ad this was exchanged for territory in Syria where his capital was Caesarea Philippi (modern Banyas) at the foot of Mount Hermon.  

An edict in 49ad by Claudius expelled Jewish residents from Rome including Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:2), and the Roman historian and biographer Suetonius in giving the reason, states, “Because the Jews of Rome caused continuous disturbances on account of Chrestus”.  Writing toward the end of the second century, Tertullian (church father) referred to this mispronunciation by the Romans because they were still doing it in his day.  They said Chrestianus instead of Christianus for the word Christians.  In his defence of Christianity written to ‘Rulers of the Roman Empire’ Tertullian said “… it is wrongly pronounced by you ‘Chrestianus’” and added, “for you do not even know accurately the name you hate.”  

It was Claudius who made Felix procurator of Judea in 52ad.  This is said to have been on account of the friendship between Claudius and Pallas, the brother of Felix.  Felix had been married to Antony and Cleopatra’s granddaughter, but at this time was married to a Jewess, Drusilla (Acts 24:24), sister of Herod Agrippa II, who at 16, had been seduced by Felix away from her husband, King Azizus of Emesa, Syria.  The Apostle Paul was sent to Felix under heavy escort by Claudius Lysias (commander of the Roman troops in Jerusalem) for trial at Caesarea, and was kept imprisoned by him for 2 years (Acts 23:23 - 24:27). 
Ancient Roman writers are unanimous in stating that Claudius was poisoned by his wife Agrippina (the Younger, who was also his niece).

NERO – Roman Emperor [54‑68 ad]
Great-nephew and adopted son of Claudius
In his early years as emperor Nero was guided by his former tutor, the philosopher and senator Seneca, as well as Burrus, Prefect of the Praetorian Guard.  These two men virtually ruled the empire and they were happy years generally for Rome.
Upon becoming emperor Nero greatly extended the territory of Herod Agrippa II.  He and Agrippa had been childhood friends, Agrippa having been raised and educated at the imperial court in Rome.  Agrippa enlarged his capital Caesarea Philippi at the foot of Mount Hermon, and in honour of his friend and patron renamed it Neronias.  Because of Agrippa’s knowledge of Jewish tradition and law, Nero also gave him the role of governor of the Temple in Jerusalem, where he had the right to appoint the high priest.  The extensions Agrippa built to his palace in Jerusalem overlooked the Temple (which angered Jewish authorities), and he also held the high priests vestments in the palace to ensure there was absolute control over the Temple processes (another point of resentment).  

In the year 59, Nero recalled Felix the procurator of Judea back to Rome after Jewish complaints.  Felix was said to have been a man of great cruelty and lust whose money hungry attitude offended everyone.  His time as procurator of Judea was marked by unrest due mainly to his abuse of power.  It is not known what became of Felix after his brother Pallas (a favourite of Nero also) interceded on his behalf in Rome.  Nero replaced him with Festus.  Festus, and King Herod Agrippa II (as well as his other sister Bernice) were those whom Paul appeared before in Caesarea - Acts 25:13-26:32.  Agrippa II was the last of the Herodian kings because his nephew Agrippa died in the eruption of Vesuvius (this was the son of Felix and Drusilla; Drusilla also died in the eruption.)
Nero has the distinction of being emperor at the time when Paul uttered his famous line, “I appeal to Caesar” in order to prevent his removal from Caesarea to Jerusalem (Acts 25:11).  Paul’s hand had been forced by the Jews having intended twice before to kill him by ambush (Acts 23:12-22 and 25:1-3), and it was his right as a Roman citizen charged with a capital offence to be tried in Rome.  Paul talks about his first defence in Rome in 2Timothy 4:16, at which time he was delivered from the mouth of the lion (verse 17), which means deliverance from execution by Nero at this time. 
Nero deteriorated in the early 60's, his behaviour scandalising not only the Senate and aristocracy of Rome but also the soldiers, and the public in general.  He turned against his mentors and killed them; he sent Burrus poison instead of cough medicine and later forced Seneca to commit suicide.
When Festus died in 61ad after barely two years in Judea, Nero replaced him with two procurators in succession who did all in their power to intensify the bitter conflict which inevitably ended in the siege and destruction of Jerusalem.  The first was Albinus, the second Gessius Florus.  In 61ad our Lord’s half brother James was martyred.  Jewish historian Josephus records that the Jewish high priest Ananias “thought he had a good opportunity; Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the Sanhedrin of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus (who was called Christ), whose name was James, and some others, and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned.”  There was such an outcry from the Jerusalem community in general over this breach of the law and murder of a man considered “just” by all, that King Agrippa stripped Ananias of the high priesthood, for Rome alone had jurisdiction over capital crime.

In 64ad Nero blamed Christians for the great fire in Rome, and thus persecution of believers began in the city and its environs.  The Roman historian Tacitus, who was born during his reign, wrote in ‘The Annals of Imperial Rome’, that rumours persisted that Nero had set the city alight himself in order to fulfill an ambition to found a new city called after himself, and to suppress this rumour, Nero fabricated scapegoats and charged the Christians.  It was from this time that Rome became more and more conscious that Christianity was distinct from Judaism.  Judaism had been ruled a legal religion by Rome and Christians had been protected under that umbrella, but it all changed from the time of the fire.  Although the major pressure of this persecution was restricted to Rome and the surrounding area, Nero’s torture and execution of believers was terrible.  Tacitus said that large numbers of Christians were condemned – “Dressed in wild animals’ skins, they were torn to pieces by dogs, or crucified, or made into torches to be ignited after dark as substitutes for daylight.  Nero provided his Gardens for the spectacle, and exhibited displays in the Circus, at which he mingled with the crowd – or stood in a chariot, dressed as a charioteer.”

In the year 64 Gessius Florus was made procurator of Judea by Nero until 66; he was incompetent and anti-Semitic.  Josephus records great cruelties and crimes against the Jews by this man, and says he “was no way different from him (Nero) in wickedness”, then after descriptions of his corrupt rule and cruel oppression, says “And what need I say any more upon this head? since it was this Florus who necessitated us to take up arms against the Romans…”  It is noted in Encyclopaedia Britannica that “Florus, the heir to a long tradition of hostility between the large Hellenized populations of Palestine and the Jews, allowed the Greek population of Caesarea Maritima to massacre the Jews of that city with impunity.  Greeks in other towns of Palestine repeated the assault.  In turn, the Jews responded by slaughtering Gentiles in Samaria, Galilee, and elsewhere.  Soon Florus lost control of the situation”.  In Jerusalem, angry Jews set palaces and public buildings ablaze, as well as the high priest’s house, then made an assault on Antonia Barracks and slew the garrison after a two-day siege.  The Jewish Zealots took the Romans by surprise at Masada and captured the fortress (which became their last stronghold and was overthrown in 73 ad). Cestius Gallus, who was the Roman legate of Syria came to the aid of Gessius Florus, and marched on Jerusalem with his army and attacked the city, but when it seemed that he would have the victory, and for no apparent reason, he withdrew, which then became full-scale retreat, whereupon he was pursued by the Jews all the way to Antipatris (about 47 kilometres north west of Jerusalem).

In 66ad Nero dispatched General Vespasian to deal with the revolt, and he also replaced Gessius Florus with Marcus Antonius Julianus as procurator of Judea.  In 67ad Nero was still emperor when Paul was again imprisoned and according to extra-biblical sources beheaded just outside Rome, on the Ostian Road.  Also at this same time Peter and his wife were crucified in Rome. In 68 ad Nero fled Rome and committed suicide after the world around him collapsed: the Senate condemned him, the legions in Spain made their general Galba emperor, and both the Praetorian Guard and palace guard abandoned him.  
GALBA – Roman Emperor [68‑69ad]
Senator
General Galba was declared emperor by his legions in Spain, and he was accepted by the Roman Senate.  He attempted to counteract errors from the reign of Nero, but was slain (along with Piso whom he had adopted as heir to the empire) in the Forum by Praetorian Guards after ruling a little over 7 months.

OTHO and VITELLIUS – Roman Emperors amid turmoil in Rome [69ad]
Senators
General Otho was emperor for 3 months and committed suicide when defeated by the Rhine Army of General Vitellius.  This was Aulus Vitellius, who when legate of Syria had ordered Pontius Pilate to Rome.  Vitellius was emperor for a little over 8 months and had only just entered Rome when he was murdered by his soldiers upon the arrival of troops loyal to Vespasian, the commander in Judea who had been proclaimed emperor by soldiers of the Danube and the East.
VESPASIAN – Roman Emperor [69‑79ad]
Senator
In the year 43, when Emperor Claudius invaded Britain, Vespasian had commanded one of the legions and for his achievements was awarded various appointments and triumphal honours.  In 66 Vespasian toured Greece in Nero's retinue, but according to Roman historian Suetonius, he deeply offended the emperor's artistic ego, "by either leaving the room during his song recitals, or staying and falling asleep".  Nevertheless in the same year Vespasian received from Nero the appointment of commander against the rebellion in Judea.  All out war began against the Jews with the mustering of Vespasian’s army (the fifth, Tenth, and Fifteenth Legions) in Syria in 66, and beginning his campaign in the north he moved slowly but surely toward Jerusalem, securing and fortifying as he conquered.  By 68 ad Jerusalem was under siege.  The mountains and plains surrounding Jerusalem had been secured by Vespasian, and the inhabitants of the city could neither come nor go.  
Fighting ceased however with the news of Nero's death and the great turmoil in Rome that followed, and General Vespasian bided his time just when he was about to march his army from Ceasarea to Jerusalem itself.  When he received further news of Galba’s death, followed quickly by the deaths also of Otho and Vitellius he returned to the capital and assumed power, having been declared emperor by the armies in the East and of the Danube, bringing to an end a year of anarchy in Rome.  He left the siege of Jerusalem to his son Titus.  

THE BREAK IN THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM - While this pause in fighting seems surprising to secular historians, it was fulfilment of prophecy, which allowed the Christians in Jerusalem to escape to Pella across the Jordan because they heeded the warning of Luke 21:20-21 (this prophecy will be fulfilled fully during The Tribulation).  According to Eusebius not one Christian lost their life.  Their countrymen however never forgave them.
Jerusalem was destroyed in August 70ad by Titus and four legions (along with his father’s three, he was allotted the Twelfth Legion from Syria.)  Jewish historian, Josephus, witnessed and recorded in detail the horrors of the siege of Jerusalem, the early stages of which he says, internal feuds contributed to as many deaths as the siege itself, and the only point of agreement between the three factions was the plundering and killing of all who were for peace with the Romans.  (Josephus was used by Titus throughout the siege to ride to the walls and plead with his countrymen to surrender but to no avail.)  Hundreds of thousands perished; the city overflowing with Jewish worshippers who had gathered from afar for the Feast of Unleavened Bread and had been trapped by the advancing army.  The entire city, including the Temple, was levelled and set ablaze, except for Herod’s three towers and a section of the Western Wall for protection of the garrison, the Tenth Legion.  Of the Jews that survived Titus kept the finest looking for his triumphal march in Rome, and those under 17 were sold as slaves; a great number were sent to the capital and the provinces as sport for the amphitheatres, and he gave orders to slay those who had held arms as well as the aged and infirm.

Of interest are the words of Josephus in the record of his own life, that when Titus had taken the city of Jerusalem and given him leave to take whatever he wanted, he made the request to Titus that his family might have liberty: and then stated, “I had also the holy books by Titus’s concession”.  

Josephus also wrote in ‘The Wars of the Jews’ that after the triumphal celebrations of Vespasian and Titus, upon the latter’s return to Rome after the conquest, that Vespasian built a temple, which was adorned with vast quantities of trophies from various exploits; “he also laid up therein, as ensigns of his glory, those golden vessels and instruments that were taken out of the Jewish temple.  But still he gave order that they should lay up their law, and the purple veils of the holy places, in the royal palace itself, and keep them there.”  Later, in 455 when the Vandals sacked Rome they carried their booty off, including the Temple treasures, to the area of southern France and Spain.
Eusebius wrote in his Ecclesiastical History, “It was also said that Vespasian, after the capture of Jerusalem, commanded all of the family of David to be sought, that no one might be left among the Jews who was of royal stock, and that in consequence another very violent persecution was raised against the Jews.”  His son Domitian also carried out this search when he became emperor.

Lucilius Bassus was made legate of Judea in 70ad by Vespasian.  According to Josephus, Bassus received the army in Judea from Cerealis Vitellius.  After the destruction of Jerusalem the senior governmental official of Judea now had the rank of legate, and under Bassus, Liberius Maximus was procurator.
In 72ad Flavius Silva was made legate of Judea by Vespasian until 75 ad.  According to Josephus, “When Silva saw that all the rest of the country was subdued in this war, and that there was only one stronghold still in rebellion, he got all his army together that lay in different places, and made an expedition against it.  This fortress was called Masada.”  Situated on the western shore of the Dead Sea, the 1,424 feet high rock fortress had an 18 acre flat top, with sheer cliffs on all sides.  Jewish Zealots had been under siege there for almost two years while the Roman soldiers and Jewish slaves built a rock and earth ramp in order to breach the wall with catapults and a battering ram.  When successful, in 73ad, Silva and his soldiers found 960 men, women, and children, slain in mass suicide inside the palace which had originally been built by Herod the Great.  Hiding themselves in a cavern, two women and 5 children survived to tell the Romans their story.

M. Salvienus was made legate of Judea by Vespasian in 75ad and he governed until 86.

Vespasian's economic reforms and uniting of the empire brought about political stability and generated a vast building program.  He had great capacity for hard work, enjoyed a simplistic lifestyle, and liked to talk about his humble origins (even cultivated a course manner).  Vespasian died in his seventieth year.
TITUS – Roman Emperor [79‑81ad] 
Succeeded his father Vespasian
Titus, the Roman general who conquered Jerusalem in 70ad and an arch was built in 81 at the entrance to the Forum in Rome to commemorate the victory.  During the first year of the reign of Titus, the eruption of Vesuvius buried the city of Pompeii and ended the Herodian line with the death of Drusilla and her son Agrippa by Felix.  Titus completed the building of the Colosseum (or Flavian Amphitheatre) which was begun by Vespasian.  Both the Arch of Titus and the Colosseum are still standing.  His popular reign was cut short when he died suddenly at the age of 41.
DOMITIAN – Roman Emperor [81‑96ad]

Succeeded his older brother Titus
The years 93-96 of his reign were regarded as ‘a period of terror hitherto unsurpassed.’  After failures in military campaigns Domitian became insane, announcing his own deification and demanding his subjects treat him like a god.  Initially his rule had been benevolent but it deteriorated into despotism with his claim of the title "Dominus et Deus" or Lord and God, and his insistence on being addressed as such offended everyone.  This eventually led to his assassination in a palace conspiracy, much to the relief of the Senate.  

In 93ad Domitian instituted the first of ten great persecutions to come upon the church.  With extreme cruelty he persecuted Christians (and Jews, and nobility), slaying them and confiscating their property for refusing to give him divine honours.  It was during this persecution that the Apostle John was banished to the island of Patmos.  According to Eusebius, Domitian “established himself as the successor of Nero in his hatred and hostility to God”.

Eusebius also writes that Domitian issued orders (as did his father Vespasian), that the descendants of David should be slain, and records the story from Hegesippus (converted Jew and church historian), telling of two grandchildren of our Lord’s half-brother Jude being brought before Domitian and questioned as to their connection to the lineage of David, and what property and money they owned, but were dismissed when it was established that they were no threat and in fact poor farmers with no money as such, owning only 39 acres of land worth 9,000 denarii (about $1,350).

NERVA – Roman Emperor [96‑98ad]
Senator
Nerva was elected by the Senate after the assassination of Domitian, and a number of elder statesmen emerged from retirement to help him govern the empire.  Nerva gave respite to the Christians, but his reign was short, lasting only 16 months; he was at least 66 years of age when he became emperor.  

Eusebius quotes Tertullian, saying that when “Nerva succeeded to the government, the Roman senate decreed, that the honours of Domitian should be revoked, and that those who had been unjustly expelled, should return to their homes, and have their goods restored”, and “It was then that John returned from his banishment in Patmos, and took up his abode at Ephesus”.  And according to Irenaeus, “John continued to abide until the times of Trajan”.  

EMPERORS IN THE AGE OF PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH  98-311 AD
In Revelation 2:8-11 comments regarding the Church at Smyrna is given  ''Smyrna'' means ''myrrh'' which was a gum or resin that was crushed to give off a fragrance. Myrrh was also used in embalming the dead. [John 19:39-40] This church was persecuted and suffered greatly. One of the great martyrs of Smyrna was the Pastor Polycarp who was a student of John. He was burned at the stake and won the crown of life. Historically, Smyrna represents church history from about 100 to 300 A.D., a period of great persecution by Rome.  At this time Christianity was despised by the world as a collection of ragged, poor, and deluded people, yet they were rich before God.  

They are warned that they are going to be “persecuted ten days”. Ten emperors persecuted them during the period 96-311 AD. They were Domitian [96], Trajan [98-117], Hadrian [117-138], Antonius Pius [138-161], Marcus Aurelius [161-180], Septimus Severus [193-211], Maximin [235-238], Decius [249-251], Valarian [251-260], Diocletian [284-305] These are the ten days of persecution

TRAJAN – Roman Emperor [98‑117ad]
Adopted heir of Nerva
In 67-68 Trajan commanded one of Vespasian's legions in the war against the Jews leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70. An able military commander, Trajan extended the empire considerably upon his succession. It was during his reign that Christianity was ruled an illegal religion. He was the second emperor to systematically persecute the church. His orders were, those who declared themselves Christians were to be put to death without the need of their having committed any crime (other than being Christians), and yet, at the same time, he advised that no searches be made for them, provoking this observation by Tertullian, “O miserable deliverance – under the necessities of the case a self-contradiction! It forbids them to be sought after as innocent, and it commands them to be punished as guilty”. Persecutions were periodic and localised, being the results of accusations from individuals or from spur of the moment protests, and according to Eusebius, “many of the faithful endured martyrdoms of various kinds”.  

John died of old age in the first few years of Trajan’s reign and was buried in Ephesus.  The tombs of John, Mary (Jesus mother), and Timothy, are in Ephesus. About the year 117 Ignatius bishop of Antioch was brought for interrogation before Trajan at Antioch. The emperor had been in the East since 114 defending frontiers and invading, and narrowly escaped death when the earthquake devastated Antioch in 115.  Ignatius was condemned to death for his faith in Jesus Christ and sent to Rome to be thrown to wild beasts as part of the amphitheatre entertainment. Trajan, leaving Antioch for Rome soon after this, died while still in Asia Minor, and Hadrian succeeded him as emperor.

HADRIAN – Roman Emperor [117‑138ad] 
Cousin and adopted heir of Trajan

He spent the majority of his reign away from Rome, strengthening the frontiers of his empire, as in Britannia in 122 where he initiated the construction of the wall named in his honour. Hadrian was the third emperor to persecute the church.  The persecution in some of the provinces continued under Hadrian the same as it had been under Trajan in that any who were informed against as being Christians were to be executed if they refused to renounce Christ. In Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, ten thousand believers are said to have been martyred in the period that spanned the reigns of Trajan and Hadrian.  

In 130 Hadrian passed laws that resulted in catastrophe for the Jews in the Bar-Kokhba Revolt [132-135]. His universal prohibition against circumcision, plus his edict forbidding the teaching of the Tora, as well as his announced intention to found a Roman colony at the site of Jerusalem and the beginning of its construction (all this in the early 130s), led to the Bar-Kokhba revolt of the Jews under Simeon ben Kosba. 
In 132, Kosba stormed Jerusalem and it was liberated as well as other towns and villages; coins were struck with the inscription “Year 1 of the freedom of Jerusalem”, and Akiva ben Yoseph, the leading rabbi of the day, hailed Kosba as the Messiah and gave him the title Bar-Kokhba “Son of the Star” (a messianic allusion).  There were others who called him Koziba, a pun on the Hebrew word kazab for liar. Roman historian Dio Cassius wrote that the Christians refused to join the revolt, but other sources say they were sympathetic at first and then separated themselves when he was hailed as the Messiah. Justin Martyr (a contemporary) wrote that Bar-Kokhba “gave orders that Christians should be led to cruel punishment unless they would deny Jesus Christ, and utter blasphemy.”  

In 134, Emperor Hadrian came to Judea and summoned the aid of Severus (Roman governor of Britannia) and his legion, and conquest followed in 135. 580,000 Jews were killed in battle, and thousands of women and children were sold into slavery. With the sickness and starvation that followed, Judea was almost depopulated. By order of the emperor the name of the province of Judea was changed to the province of Syria Palaestina (and later simply Palaestina). The rebuilding of Jerusalem as the colony Aelia Capitolina with a pagan temple to Jupiter on the Jewish Temple site was completed, and the death penalty decreed for any Jew who entered its gates. The new name of the city was in honour of Hadrian (his clan name being Aelia), and the gods of the Capitoline Triad (Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva), and it was used until the time of Constantine, early in the fourth century.

ANTONINUS PIUS – Roman Emperor [138‑161ad]
Adopted heir of Hadrian
Around the year 134 Antoninus governed the province of Asia and afterward became adviser to Hadrian.  In 138 he was adopted by the emperor and designated his successor.  It is said that he was given the nickname Pius by the Senate for dutiful acts carried out upon his succession such as persuading the reluctant Senate to give divine honours to Hadrian.
Antoninus was the fourth emperor to persecute the Christians even though his reign is generally considered one of quiet prosperity.  Terrible martyrdoms occurred while he was emperor, especially in the province of Asia where he had been governor, and in particular in Smyrna where among those who died was Polycarp the bishop, burned at the stake.  It was to Antoninus Pius that Justin Martyr’s First Apology was addressed, in defence of Christianity, and his Second Apology advised the emperor that the popular charges that Christians were atheists and immoral were unfounded.  These charges were ludicrous, and arose from a lack of understanding plus hatred.  Christians were accused of being ‘atheists’ (this was because they refused to burn incense to the emperor and worship the Roman gods, therefore when disasters occurred the Christian’s were to blame); ‘cannibals’ (stories were being bandied about that somebody was being eaten at secret meetings; this was the Lord’s Supper and the symbolised partaking of the body and blood of the Lord), and ‘incestuous’ (Christian husbands and wives were heard calling each other brother and sister).  Once the rumours started they spread rapidly.  

MARCUS AURELIUS – Roman Emperor [161‑180ad]
Nephew (by marriage) and adopted heir of Antoninus Pius
While consul under Antoninus, he is said to have discharged his public duties with great conscientiousness and at the same time was devoted to the study of law and philosophy.  Marcus Aurelius was someone who would be considered a fine unbeliever.  During his reign he wrote a work considered a classic of stoic philosophy, ‘Meditations’, which sets out his stoic view of life.  

Marcus Aurelius was the fifth emperor to persecute the church.  There were many apologies addressed to him in behalf of the persecuted Christians, of which he took no note.  He disliked Christians, and referred to Christianity once in ‘Meditations’ and in particular to martyrdom, as sheer obstinacy and a love for theatrical display.  He saw Christians as a threat to the well-being of the state, which encouraged anti-Christian informers to come forward.  During his reign Christians were also blamed for a plague; in 161, when the Parthians attacked the empires eastern frontier, they were driven back, but the soldiers who had fought them brought home the Asiatic plague and millions across the empire died.  The Christians were blamed; all calamities were the fault of the ‘atheistic’ Christians.  There were martyrdoms in Rome (including that of Justin Martyr), Gaul, Asia Minor, and Carthage; the most severe persecutions were in 177 in Lugdunum (Lyons) and Vienne in Gaul (France).

COMMODUS – Roman Emperor [180‑192ad]
Succeeded his father Marcus Aurelius
In 177 his father Marcus Aurelius proclaimed him joint emperor, then, in 180 Commodus succeeded his father at the age of 19 and instituted a reign of terror only equalled by the degeneracy of Nero.  His behaviour was vicious and unrestrained.  After the plot between his sister and a group of senators to assassinate him failed, the senate floor ran with blood as he slaughtered those whom he suspected.  He was the only emperor to change the name of Rome, putting out a decree and calling it Colonia Commodiana.  He was enamoured of his own physical strength and would appear in the arena dressed as a gladiator and always killed his unarmed opponent.  He paraded in women’s clothes, practised homosexuality and heterosexuality.  He became totally insane and appeared on the streets of Rome wearing a lion’s skin calling himself ‘Hercules’, and clubbed to death citizens at random.  Christians, as well as Apollonius, a senator, were put to death for not worshipping Commodus as the god Hercules.  The ‘Scillitan martyrs’ were put to death in Carthage at the beginning of his reign (they were believers from Scilli, Numidia).  Some Christians were released at the request of his mistress, Marcia.  When Commodus discovered that the mistress he had chosen was a believer, he planned to have her and the palace attendants killed, but they in turn conspired and hired a famous wrestler by the name of Narcissus to strangle him, and this transpired in the Arena.  The Senate was grateful and proclaimed the city prefect, Pertinax, emperor, but the empire at this time was sliding toward civil war.  
PERTINAX – Roman Emperor [January - March 193ad]
Prefect of the city of Rome

Pertinax was the son of a freed slave, and had risen to prefect of the city of Rome.  When Commodus was murdered, the Senate made Pertinax emperor.  He was then assassinated within several weeks by a small group of soldiers of the Praetorian Guard.

DIDIUS JULIANUS – Roman Emperor [March - June 193 ad]
Senator
Julianus was escorted to the Senate as emperor by the Praetorian Guard after he offered them the highest bid in the famous ‘auction of the empire’.  He was soon after murdered in his palace by soldiers from the legions of Septimus Severus, the commander who had the support of the Senate as next emperor.

SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS – Roman Emperor [193‑211ad]
Senator
Severus was born in Africa, his native language was Punic.  He had been declared emperor by his army, and spent the next few years securing his position against rivals who were also commanders in other parts of the empire.  
The early part of his reign wasn’t unfavourable to Christians; however in the year 202 Severus became the sixth emperor to persecute the church.  Severus adopted an anti-Christian policy and forbad anybody becoming a Christian, promising death to any who witnessed to others about the Lord Jesus Christ.  Extremely violent persecutions broke out, first in Alexandria, Egypt, and then in Carthage, North Africa; many believers were martyred at this time.  

Severus went to England to restore order and subdue parts of the island not under Roman rule and died there in 211.  

CARACALLA – Roman Emperor [211‑217ad]

Succeeded his father Septimius Severus
The famous edict of Caracalla in the year 212 and the colossal Caracalla baths in Rome are considered the only achievements of a man said to be one of the most bloodthirsty tyrants in Roman history.  He was the son of Septimius Severus and Julia Domna.  Julia Domna and her older sister Julia Maesa were both famous and influential in Rome; they came from the Syrian family of hereditary high priests of the sun-god Baal.  
Caracalla's edict in 212 granted Roman citizenship to all freeborn subjects of the empire.  He was for the most part tolerant of both the Christian and Jewish faiths but deeply superstitious himself, and followed magical practises.  However in 215, persecution erupted in Alexandria when Caracalla is said to have perpetrated a massacre in the city.  At the beginning of a second campaign against the Parthians, Caracalla was murdered by an officer of the Roman army.

MACRINUS – Roman Emperor [217‑218ad]  

Praetorian Prefect
Macrinus was the first to rule the empire without having achieved senatorial status.  He was Praetorian prefect when proclaimed emperor by the guards three days after the murder of Caracalla by an army officer.  Caracalla at the time, had been engaged against the Parthians, and Macrinus at first continued, but after an inconclusive battle he agreed to a peace deal that was unfavourable to Rome.  He lost the support of most of his troops to the cousin of Caracalla, Elagabalus, and fled with the rest toward Italy.  He was overtaken, defeated in battle, and executed near Antioch, Syria.

ELAGABALUS – Roman Emperor [218‑222ad]
Cousin of Caracalla
Elagabalus was fourteen years of age when the legions in Syria proclaimed him emperor.  He was the grandson of Julia Maesa, the family of hereditary high priests of the sun-god Baal at Emesa, Syria.  They worshipped under the name of Elah-Gabal (hence his name).  When he succeeded to the empire he imposed the worship of Baal on the Roman world.   Noted not only for his eccentric behaviour but also for the homosexual orgies the young emperor openly held which outraged Roman society.  The real power in his government was his grandmother Julia Maesa, and he was persuaded by her to adopt his cousin Alexander as his heir.  When he changed his mind and attempted to oust him from the position, the Praetorian Guards killed Elagabalus and his mother Julia Soemias (daughter of Maesa), and made Alexander emperor.

ALEXANDER SEVERUS – Roman Emperor [222‑235ad]
Succeeded his cousin Elagabalus
Alexander, who was of a docile nature, was fourteen years old when he succeeded to power, the same age his cousin had been before him.  And likewise, as it had been before, the authority during his reign was held by his grandmother Julia Maesa, as well as his mother Julia Mamaea (another daughter of Maesa’s).  There were frequent disorders in Rome at this time and some historians say it was due to large sections of the civilian and military populace losing faith in the government.

Of interest is the story about Origen, the Alexandrian theologian.  When Origen's fame began to spread, pagans and Christians alike came from near and far to hear him, eager for instruction, including the emperor’s mother, Julia Mamaea, who sent for him that she might also see and hear for herself. 

In 232 Alexander went to battle against an invading force of Persians in the province of Mesopotamia, and although the advance was halted, his ineptitude as a commander alienated the army.  Then, when he was called to the Rhine to fight the invading Germanic tribe of the Alemanni, he ended operations by buying peace with them (said to be the counsel of Mamaea who accompanied her son on both campaigns).  The soldiers killed Alexander and his mother, and proclaimed one of their commanders, Maximinus, emperor.

MAXIMINUS THRAX (the Thracian) – Roman Emperor [235‑238ad] 
High command in the Army of the Rhine
The reign of Maximinus marked the beginning of half a century of civil war.  He was the first soldier to rise through the ranks and become emperor, and spent most of his reign fighting invading tribes along the Danube and the Rhine.  In 238 a group of landowners in Africa who were discontented with imperial taxation, rebelled, and proclaimed Gordian, the elderly proconsul of Africa, emperor, and he was recognised by the Roman senate.  Maximinus and his troops descended into Italy but were halted by the city of Aquileia, which they then put under siege.  Maximinus Thrax was a cruel person who not only persecuted Christians but practically everyone else as well; an eight foot giant of a man with immense strength.  When the siege dragged on with the heavy resistance of Aquileia, his soldiers lost confidence in him and one day when he stepped down from his specially made chariot to relieve himself, about 50 of them jumped him, and after about an hour they finally killed him.  

Maximinus became the seventh emperor to persecute the Christian church.  He decreed that all church leaders be sent to the mines in Sardinia (a sentence of death) and Christian leaders in civil service were also put to death.  Numberless Christians perished in this persecution without trial, cast into pits and buried indiscriminately in heaps.  

GORDIAN I, GORDIAN II – Joint Roman Emperors [238ad]
Senators
When a group of landowners in Africa rebelled against the taxation of Emperor Maximinus by killing his tax collectors, they proclaimed Gordian, the proconsul of Africa, emperor.   The senate acknowledged the aged Gordian, and made his son joint-ruler as Gordian II, but they ruled for only three weeks.  The father killed himself when he heard the news that his son had been killed in a battle with the governor of Numidia.  
PUPIENUS, and BALBINUS – Joint Roman Emperors [238ad]
Senators
The Senate proclaimed two elderly senators, Pupienus, and Balbinus, joint emperors.  However, the people and the Praetorian Guard in Rome distrusted this move, and insisted on making 13-year-old Gordian caesar and heir to the throne (he was the grandson and nephew of the deceased Gordian’s).  However both Pupienus and Balbinus were killed by the Praetorian Guard and the young 14 year old caesar was proclaimed sole emperor as Gordian III.
GORDIAN III – Roman Emperor [238‑244ad]
Nephew of Gordian II

Gordian’s mother was the authority in government in the beginning, and later his father-in-law, who was Praetorian prefect.  Gordian (accompanied by his father-in-law) led a large army into Mesopotamia to battle against the Persians in 242, but while there in 243 his father-in-law died of an illness and Philip the Arabian became Praetorian prefect.  It had been a disastrous campaign for the Romans.  In 244, Gordian was murdered by the troops and succeeded by Philip, who made peace with the Persians.

PHILIP THE ARABIAN – Roman Emperor [244‑249ad]
Praetorian Prefect

Philip was born in Bostra, in the Roman province of Arabia; a member of a distinguished equestrian family of Arab descent.  The city of Bostra (108km south of Damascus) achieved the title of metropolis while Philip was emperor.  It had been a Nabataean city and was made the capital of the province of Arabia when Trajan annexed the kingdom in 105-106.  Philip rose through the ranks of the equestrian order to become emperor when Gordian III was murdered by his troops while engaged against the Persians in Mesopotamia (some believe the mutiny was instigated by Philip, who was Praetorian prefect at the time).  After concluding peace with Shapur I, by giving up Roman conquests in northern Mesopotamia, Philip undertook a series of campaigns against the Goths and other tribes on the Danube.  Decius, one of Philip’s commanders on the Danube was proclaimed emperor by his troops in 249, and Philip led an army against him but was killed in a battle near Verona.  

On record, there is a famous account between Babylas, bishop of Antioch and Emperor Philip.  The bishop is said to have refused the emperor access into the church without first showing repentance.  Babylas became famous for this show of courage in forestalling Philip.  The emperor had attempted to join the church in celebrating the Christian Passover.  Philip would be allowed to attend only after he carried out all the requirements showing that he had “numbered himself with the transgressors” to which he is said to have cheerfully agreed.  Eusebius maintained that Philip was a Christian, but in ‘History of the Christian Church’, Henry Sheldon says this is unlikely given Gibbon’s account of the heathen pomp in which he celebrated (in the year 248) the 1000th anniversary of the founding of Rome, and the fact that Origen says nothing about it even though he was in communication with the emperor.  

DECIUS – Roman Emperor [249‑251ad]
Senator
Born in the province of Pannonia (Serbia, Yugoslavia), Decius was a senator and proconsul before he succeeded to the empire.  He was accepted by the senate after his troops on the Danube proclaimed him emperor and Philip the Arabian was killed in the ensuing battle between the rival armies.  

Decius was the eighth emperor to systematically persecute the church, and he attempted to exterminate all Christians across the empire.  In January of 250 he issued an edict designed to reinstate by force the old pagan religions of Rome.  All subjects of the empire were ordered to offer a sacrifice of incense to idols in the presence of commissioners, and they would receive a certificate called ‘libelli’ (meaning little book) that verified their obedience and willingness to worship Roman gods.  For Christians this was an order to deny that Jesus Christ alone is Lord, and huge numbers of believers were martyred across the expanse of the empire because they refused.  

During his reign, Fabian the bishop of Rome divided the city into seven ecclesiastical districts and assigned seven deacons to their administration over which he ruled as bishop.  Decius viewed this move with suspicion and Fabian was the first to be martyred in the persecution, and there was no bishop in Rome for sixteen months.

This was that time in history when the Goths were flooding across the Danube; they overran the provinces of Moesia and Thrace, besieging the towns.  The Roman armies surrounded them but they refused to surrender, and in the final engagement of the campaign Decius and his elder son were killed in battle near the Black Sea.  

TREBONIANUS GALLUS – Roman Emperor [251‑253ad]
Legate of Moesia
Under his reign the persecution of the Christians instigated by Decius continued.  Gallus came from an ancient family whose ancestry could be traced to the pre-Roman Etruscan aristocracy.  He was legate of Moesia under Decius whom he served with loyalty and distinction, and became emperor when Decius was killed in battle against the Goths.  He adopted Hostilian the younger son of Decius as co-ruler but he died of the plague shortly after receiving the title.  The armies of the Danube had been engaged in continuous campaigns against invading Goths, and Gallus concluded a treaty with them by agreeing to let them retain the plunder and captives they had acquired, and by pledging to pay them an annual tribute.  In 253, the Goths invaded again and when they were defeated by Aemilian, the new legate of Moesia, his troops proclaimed him emperor and proceeded to advance toward Italy (which allowed the Goths to regroup and invade Greece).  Gallus summoned the aid of Valerian who commanded the armies of the Upper Rhine, but before Valerian could arrive, Gallus was killed by his own troops who had accepted Aemilian.  The Upper Rhine armies then proclaimed Valerian emperor, but before the two sides met in battle, Aemilian was killed by his troops.

VALERIAN – Roman Emperor [253‑260ad]
Senator
Valerian had been finance officer for Emperor Decius and had assisted in the introduction of certificates to be handed out by the commissioners to all who obeyed the edict of 250; the edict that resulted in the great persecution of the church, which persecution Valerian vigorously renewed four years after he became emperor.  Valerian was the ninth emperor to systematically persecute the church.  At first his attitude was mild toward Christians, but in 257 he is said to have had a change of heart from being influenced by a magician from Egypt who suggested that the calamities across the empire were due to the Christians refusal to worship the gods.  Valerian published two edicts against them, the first in 257 where there was to be no bloodshed, and the second published the following year, in which Christians were tortured and martyrdoms innumerable.  

Upon his succession Valerian and the Senate had appointed his son Gallienus, co-ruler, recognising that it was impossible for one man to control the empire.  Gallienus was to rule the West and handle the Goths while Valerian would look after the East and engage the Persians, for under Shapur I, they had invaded Syria, Anatolia, Armenia, and in 256 they sacked the city of Antioch, carrying off captives as well as a great deal of treasure.  Valerian crossed the Euphrates where he was defeated and captured in 260, Shapur using him as a footstool to mount his horse.  The Persians used their skill of skinning people alive, and when envoys arrived to sue for peace they were presented with the skin of Valerian, who had died just before they finished.  After this there were 43 years of comparative peace for the Christians.

GALLIENUS – Roman Emperor [260‑268ad]
Senator
He co-ruled with his father Valerian from 253, and became sole ruler in 260 when Valerian was captured by the Persian ruler Shapur I and died in captivity.  Gallienus had a Christian wife and the severe persecution that had occurred during the reign of his father ceased.  He issued a decree that those who had been exiled could return to their homes, and that their freedom had long been his desire.  Another decree permitted the church “to take possession again of the so-called cemeteries” (the catacombs).  Gallienus ruled an empire that was disintegrating under the pressure of foreign invaders and civil war.  His general on the Rhine, Postumus, was proclaimed emperor of Gaul and successive revolts by other generals and their armies had to be put down; Germanic tribes along the Rhine and Danube plus the Persians in the East were plundering the provinces; the city-state of Palmyra in Syria ruled by Prince Odaenathus was created of necessity to help protect the East.  The ancient city of Tadmor was given the name Palmyra by the Romans in the 1st century then made a colony by Caracalla.  Problems with the Persians led Rome to set up the family rule of Odaenathus, who was a Roman citizen.  
When Prince Odaenathus inflicted a severe defeat on Shapur's army as it was returning home after sacking Antioch in 260, Gallienus rewarded him with the title "governor of all the East".  Following other victories Odaenathus bestowed on himself the title "king of kings", and after his death his widow Zenobia ruled as Queen.  During his reign Gallienus transferred the command of the armies from the senators to professional equestrian officers, and also expanded the cavalry by creating a mobile cavalry reserve.  While in battle against Aureolus, yet another rebellious general who had summoned the aid of the Alemanni tribe, Gallienus was murdered by his chiefs of staff, and Claudius, one of his cavalry commanders, succeeded him as Claudius II.

CLAUDIUS II – Roman Emperor [268‑270ad]
Cavalry Officer 

Claudius and Aurelian were commanders of the newly formed cavalry when Gallienus was murdered, and it was Claudius who succeeded to the empire.  He quickly put down the revolt of General Aureolus and drove off the Alemanni tribe the usurper had summoned, however his rule was only recognised in the central territories of the empire, career army officers were everywhere proclaiming themselves emperor.  He was given the appellation Gothicus after a decisive victory over Gothic invaders in the Balkans, but died of the plague in 270 while preparing another campaign against the Goths.  He was succeeded by his brother who died or was killed three months later.  Aurelian was then made emperor.

AURELIAN – Roman Emperor [270-275ad]
Cavalry Officer

Aurelian became the second emperor to impose the worship of the Syrian sun-god Baal on the empire, the first being Elagabalus [218‑222].  Aurelian was a soldier who had worked his way from the bottom all of the way to the top, and was a commander of the highly mobile cavalry when he was made emperor.  He had the nick-name of ‘hand on the hilt’; he would rather fight than eat.  He turned back Germanic tribes who had invaded central provinces and northern Italy, and began the wall, which was given his name, to enclose the city of Rome against invasion.  
In 272 he marched east and recovered territories from Zenobia, queen of the Syrian city-state of Palmyra, who had extended her rule over the whole of Syria, Egypt, and most of Asia Minor.  After returning to battle along the Danube, Aurelian was called again to another revolt of Palmyra, and this time he destroyed the city.  He also stormed the city of Alexandria at this time, as an uprising had broken out in Egypt where for the most part people were supportive of Zenobia, and it was then that the famous classical Library of Alexandria was lost.  Aurelian then turned attention to the Rhine and recovered Gaul off a rival emperor, as well as Spain, and Britannia.  
Of interest is an appeal to Aurelian in 272 by bishops in Syria to deal with an obstinate bishop who had been condemned of heresy.  Prior to Aurelian’s reign, between the years of 264 and 268 three councils of bishops had been convened in Antioch, Syria, to investigate the teaching of Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch, and his doctrine had been condemned.  He taught a heresy which denied the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and did not allow the singing of hymns of worship to Christ.  He was also accused of gross improprieties.    Although Paul had been condemned and deposed he refused to be removed.  He had support in the church, as well as the heavy weight of patronage from Zenobia, and so he stayed put.  When appealed to, Emperor Aurelian ordered Paul to hand over the church.  Eusebius wrote that, “Paul being unwilling to leave the building of the church, an appeal was made to the emperor Aurelian, who decided most equitably on the business, ordering the building to be given up to those whom the Christian bishops of Italy and Rome should write.  Thus, then, this man was driven out of the church with extreme disgrace by the temporal power itself.”  Felix was the bishop of Rome to whom Aurelian gave the oversight, along with the other bishops of Italy, of the property’s return to the rightful owners, the church in Antioch.  

In 274, Aurelian made the historic decision to withdraw his soldiers and the settlers to a defensible frontier south of the Danube.  While centralised power had been restored, the empire remained unstable.  In 275 Aurelian came very close to interrupting the relative peace the Christians had enjoyed since the end of the Valerian persecution for he was on the verge of signing the decree to raise yet another; the rumour and terror of it was being noised abroad, but while he was marching to open a campaign against the Persians, he was assassinated at a general staff meeting.

TACITUS – Roman Emperor [275‑276ad]
Senator 

After the murder of Aurelian, the army asked the Senate to select a nobleman to rule the empire, but it was six months before they chose the elderly senator Tacitus who had twice served as consul.  His reign lasted eleven months during which time he was engaged in continual warfare with invasions in the Eastern Empire, and it is not known whether he was murdered by his soldiers or died of disease.  He was succeeded by his half-brother Florian.

FLORIAN – Roman Emperor for three months [276ad]
Succeeded his half-brother Tacitus  

General Florian seized power upon the death of his half-brother Tacitus and although it was tolerated by the Senate and the armies of the West, the legions in Syria proclaimed their general, Probus, emperor.  Civil war broke out but was ended with the sudden death of Florian.

PROBUS – Roman Emperor [276‑282ad]
Praetorian Prefect

The son of a Balkan military officer, Probus was the Eastern praetorian prefect when his troops proclaimed him emperor and he succeeded to the throne upon the death of Florian.  Although his reign saw continual frontier warfare against hostile Germanic tribes, insurrections in Britannia, Gaul, and the East, nevertheless Probus had time for other activities.  He completed the wall begun by Aurelian, the greater part of which is still in good condition; it was 19km long and enclosed the city of Rome against invading tribes.  Probus also had great interest in agriculture and attempted to return abandoned farmland to cultivation but it caused resentment in the military when they were detailed to this work.  He also permitted a great number of defeated Goths, Alemanni, and Franks to settle on plots of land in Gaul and in the provinces of the Danube.  Probus was murdered by soldiers, and succeeded by Carus, prefect of the Praetorian Guard.

CARUS – Roman Emperor [282‑283ad]
Praetorian Prefect 

Upon succession, Carus immediately associated his sons, Carinus and Numerian, with his reign, giving them the title of caesar indicating they were imperial heirs.  In 283, the emperor and Numerian led a campaign against the Persians, invading Mesopotamia and penetrating beyond the Tigris.  The victory was aided by Bahram II being unable to meet the Roman challenge due to a rebellion led by his brother.  When Carus died suddenly (circumstances unknown) the Roman army was forced to withdraw, and his sons succeeded him. 

CARINUS and NUMERIAN – Joint Emperors; Carinus [283‑285] and Numerian [283-284]
Succeeded their father Carus
Numerian succeeded as emperor of the East, while Carinus, who commanded the armies of Rhine, became emperor of the West.  In 284 Numerian was found dead in his litter.  Aper, his father-in-law and praetorian prefect was accused of having killed him in order to seize power and was executed by Diocletian who had been proclaimed emperor by his troops.  In 285 in the West, Carinus put down a revolt by the governor of Venetia, but shortly after this he was killed by a group of soldiers during a battle against Diocletian.

DIOCLETIAN – Roman Emperor [284‑305ad]
Army General
Diocletian was born in Dalmatia (now a region in Croatia), the son of a freed slave, and rose through the ranks of the army to become the greatest of all the soldier emperors.  In 303 he began the tenth and most terrible persecution of the church; one of his edicts attempted to destroy the Holy Scriptures and left the church with very few copies.  
Diocletian was proclaimed emperor by his troops in Asia Minor in 284, with the rest of the empire obedient to Carinus until his death in 285.  Initially he left the Christians alone while he consolidated his rule, which was remarkable for he was a great soldier, administrator, and innovator.  With the continuous revolts and invasions Diocletian quickly realised his vast empire was more than one man could command, and early after coming to power he began to create a very effective tetrarchy i.e. four rulers constituting one sovereignty, to rule the empire.  At first, he chose as co-ruler and responsible for the West, his close friend General Maximian, under the title of augustus (the title he held himself as Augustus of the East), and then several years later, added two subordinate rulers with the title of caesar, Galerius, and Constantius Chlorus (the father of Constantine the Great).  Diocletian’s reforms included freezing wages and prices to put an end to inflation and cost of living index; he introduced a fixed relationship between the worth of a coin and its metal content; reduced taxes; re-organised the army and abolished the Roman Secret Police.  

Diocletian was superstitious, a worshipper of the sky god Jupiter, and believed that he had come to power through the divine will of the gods, regarding himself and Maximian as “sons of gods and creators of gods”.  He called himself Jove and Maximian was named Hercules, which signified their participation in the divine nature and that they were charged with distributing the benefits of Providence, Diocletian through divine wisdom, and Maximian through heroic energy.  Later, on coins and inscriptions, Diocletian was designated dominus et deus (lord and god).  

In 303-304, four edicts were published, which unleashed on the church the last and most violent of the persecutions.  Galerius, Diocletian's caesar in the East and son-in-law, was a fanatical follower of the Roman gods and his hatred of Christians was evident in the constant urging of his father-in-law to take measures against them.  The rapid growth of the church angered the pagans, for by this time Christians predominated in some of the smaller Eastern towns or districts, and they were well represented in all regions of the empire, attested to by there being scarcely a place not mentioned where believers were martyred.  Diocletian first turned his anger on the Christians when it was said that they were preventing his soothsayers working (by making the sign of the cross, which had just been introduced by Marcellinus, bishop of Rome).  In 303 Diocletian issued three edicts, by which he sought to completely erase Christianity from the empire.  The edicts ordered the destruction of churches; seizure and burning of the sacred Scriptures; all Christians were to be deprived of public office and civil rights which reduced them to the status of slave, and the clergy imprisoned.  The fourth edict was issued by co-emperor Maximian in 304 which decreed the death sentence for all those who refused to sacrifice to the Roman gods.  Diocletian’s persecution was continued by Galerius until 311 and in the Far East by Maximin Daia until 313.  This was the tenth and last period of persecution by the empire with the prisons being so full of Christians that there was no room for the common criminal.

Diocletian built one of the most famous palaces in history at Spalato, Dalmatia (now Split, Croatia) on the edge of the Adriatic; of vast proportions, it covered an area of seven acres.  Building began in 295 and in the year 305 when the palace was completed Diocletian retired there and grew vegetables. In the 19th century all the great architects went to Split to study that palace.
MAXIMIAN – Joint Roman Emperor [286-305]; Rival Emperor of the West [306-308ad]
Army General
Maximian was a skilled military officer and a trusted lifelong friend of Diocletian.  In 286 Diocletian elevated the general to joint-ruler as Augustus of the West.  In 293 Constantius Chlorus was appointed caesar to Maximian and took charge of Britannia and Gaul while Maximian continued to govern Italy, Spain and Africa.  In the East, Diocletian appointed Galerius as his caesar and thus in 293 the first tetrarchy was complete.
Lactantius, Christian apologist and historian wrote regarding the enforcing of Diocletian's three edicts against the Christians, "Maximian Hercules, a person of no merciful temper, yielded ready obedience, and enforced the edicts throughout his dominions of Italy."  In 304 it was Maximian who published the fourth edict of the Diocletian persecution, which was a sentence of death for all those who refused to sacrifice to the Roman gods.  Every source of torture was sanctioned to force believers to renounce Christ.  Eusebius, who witnessed for himself this persecution, says, “The executioners themselves, wearied with slaughter, were obliged to relieve one another”.  He also stated that believers “endured torments that are too horrible to relate” and others “such as decency forbids to describe.”  The persecution extended across the empire except in the regions where Constantius Chlorus was caesar.  He was favourable to Christians and did little other than enforce the destruction of some of the church buildings.

When Diocletian retired in 305 Maximian reluctantly retired as well, and the two caesars, Galerius and Constantius Chlorus, became the senior emperors in the second tetrarchy.  The following year Maximian was called back into service by his son, Maxentius. In 307, Severus a rival emperor marched on Rome to regain his position but was defeated after his troops deserted him, and Maximian executed him.  In 308 there was a quarrel between father and son, and old Maximian sought refuge with his son-in-law Constantine (after Diocletian once again persuaded his friend to retire).  However in 310 Maximian conspired to seize control of government, and Constantine forced him to commit suicide.

CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS – Joint Roman Emperor [305‑306ad]

Augustus of the West

Constantius Chlorus ruled as Augustus of the West, with his caesar Severus, while Galerius was joint-emperor as Augustus of the East, with his Caesar Maximin Daia, in the second tetrarchy.

Constantius was the father and Helena the mother of Constantine the Great.  Before he became emperor Constantius separated from Helena in 289 to marry the step-daughter of Maximian (emperor of the West at the time), and Constantine was brought up at the court of Emperor Diocletian in the East.  Constantine was kept in the East as a semi-hostage and had on occasions attempted to reach his father.  In 293 Constantius was made caesar to Emperor Maximian, and had rule over Britannia and Gaul.  In 303, when Diocletian's edicts were published ordering the persecution of Christians, Constantius only gave them cursory attention.  Lactantius wrote, "Constantius, lest he should have seemed to dissent from the injunctions of his superiors, permitted the demolition of churches – mere walls, and capable of being built up again – but he preserved entire that true temple of God, which is the human body."  In 305, when Diocletian and Maximian retired, Constantius became joint-ruler of the empire with Galerius, and requested his son's presence from Galerius, and Constantine joined his father in Gaul.  They crossed over to Britannia in 306 to fight a campaign in the north, and Constantius died in a battle against the Picts.  The armies of Britannia and Gaul proclaimed Constantine his successor.

The first tetrarchy which Diocletian had established lasted 20 years, ending in 305, but the second did not last long and ended in confusion, for by 308 there were no less than seven emperors either having or claiming to have the title of Augustus.  

GALERIUS – Joint Roman Emperor [305‑311]
Augustus of the East
Galerius ruled as Augustus of the East with his Caesar (and nephew) Maximin Daia, while Constantius Chlorus ruled as Augustus of the West, with his caesar Severus.  This was the second tetrarchy.  Galerius was notorious for his hatred and persecution of Christians.  When he was Caesar in the East he is said to have constantly urged his father-in-law Diocletian to take measures against them.  As emperor he continued the persecution, abandoning it only in the last year of his reign when he became incapacitated with a painful disease and grudgingly granted an edict of toleration to the Christians.  

SEVERUS – Rival Emperor of the West [306-307ad]

Severus had the title of caesar under Constantius Chlorus, and was made the Augustus of the West by Galerius upon the death of Constantius in opposition to Constantine.  When the policies of Severus proved unpopular with the people and a riot broke out in Rome, Maxentius declared himself emperor.

MAXENTIUS – Rival Emperor of the West [306-312ad]
Maxentius was the son of Maximian the former joint-emperor with Diocletian.  In 306 Maxentius proclaimed himself emperor in Rome and recalled his father into service to help remove Severus.  In 308 he lost Africa when a revolt broke out, and Domitius Alexander, the Vicar of Africa, had himself proclaimed emperor (the title Vicar of Africa was a Roman government office that had been created under the tetrarchy of Diocletian.  It is from vicarious, Latin for substitute).  In 309, when the bishop of Rome Marcellus attempted to enforce church discipline before readmitting apostates to the church it caused a furore, and led to rioting.  Maxentius stepped in and sent Marcellus into exile.  In 310 the next bishop of Rome Eusebius inherited the same problem, and those opposed to him appointed an alternative bishop whereupon there was another violent dispute.  Emperor Maxentius again stepped in and sent both into exile.  In 310 Maxentius lost Spain to his brother-in-law Constantine.  In 311 he recovered Africa.  Then in 312, Constantine in a pre-emptive strike, crossed into Italy and defeated Maxentius near the Milvian Bridge, not far from Rome.  While attempting to escape Maxentius drowned.

MAXIMINUS DAIA – Joint Roman Emperor 
Augustus of the East [308-313ad]

In 305, Maximinus Daia (nephew of Emperor Galerius of the East) was appointed caesar and assigned to rule Syria and Egypt.  According to Lactantius he was a herdsman who had a meteoric rise to the top: "Daia, lately taken from the tending of cattle in forests to serve as a common soldier, immediately made one of the lifeguard, presently a tribune, and next day Caesar."  In 308 when Galerius bestowed the title of augustus on his friend Licinius, Daia claimed and received the same title.  He relentlessly persecuted the Christians (as did his uncle), ordering that those who refused to sacrifice to the pagan gods be mutilated and sent to the mines and quarries.  In 311 when Galerius was dying of a painful disease and grudgingly granted his edict of toleration, Daia grudgingly accepted it, but his cities and provinces were encouraged to petition for the expulsion of Christians from his domains.  The 'Acts of Pilate', an anti-Christian forgery, was taught at schools.  After the death of Galerius, Daia occupied Asia Minor, and then in 313 he invaded the dominions of Licinius in Thrace but was forced to retreat to Asia Minor where he died of disease.

LICINIUS – Joint Roman Emperor 
Augustus of the West [308-313ad]; Augustus of the East [313-324ad]
At first, Licinius ruled only the province of Pannonia until 311.  He had advanced through the ranks in the army and was suddenly given the title of augustus in 308 by Emperor Galerius who hoped Licinius would rule the West and had elevated him against Constantine.  When Galerius died in 311, Licinius took over his regions in Europe.  In 313 Licinius married Constantine's half sister Constantia.  The two emperors, meeting in Milan, jointly issued the edict in January 313 that established religious toleration for Christianity.  In the same year Licinius became sole ruler of the East after defeating Maximinus Daia in battle.  After a short period of accord with Constantine, Licinius was then forced to give up his territory in the West (Pannonia and Moesia) and there followed ten years of uneasiness during which a clash took place in 316 with Licinius losing territory in the Balkans to Constantine.  In 324 Licinius was defeated by Constantine in one battle and he surrendered in another.  He was exiled to Thessalonica, but executed in 325 on a charge of attempted rebellion.

EMPERORS IN THE AGE OF CHURCH AND STATE
In Revelation 2:12-17 the Church of Pergamos is examined. "Pergamos" is a compound word meaning "thoroughly married," Pergamos was a rich, influential city of Asia Minor yet the church was worldly. She was attacked by three heresies and permitted the infiltration of latter two while making a stand against the first. Satan had set up his throne here. We find that the teachings of the Babylonian mysteries were actually carried to Pergamos about 133 BC These teachings began in ancient Babylon and would in time become so assimilated by apostate Christianity as to become "Mystery Babylon." Pergamos was the centre of Caesar worship.  

The doctrine of Balaam had gained a foothold. This was basically a teaching of compromise with the world. Balaam taught Israel to intermarry with the heathen; thus a "marriage" of the church and the world. In addition the Nicolaitans, who were repulsed by Ephesus, are accepted in Pergamos. What begins in apostasy as "deeds" develops into "doctrines" which in time become "denominations."  Historically, Pergamos represents church history from 300 to 590 A.D. Constantine made Christianity a legal religion and Theodosius made it the state religion, which intermingled it with the heathenistic practices of Rome. 
During the period of this apostate union, Damasus I, the Bishop of Rome (366-384), was given the title of Supreme Pontiff so that the Roman church was placed above all other churches with Alexandria placed second and Antioch  third. Therefore, Satan's program to assimilate the church through infiltration took a great step forward. This was the age of heresy, yet even here there were overcomers who stood against the tide and died a martyrs death.

CONSTANTINE I The Great – Roman Emperor [306-337]
Succeeded his father Constantius Chlorus

In 306 Constantine ruled only in Gaul and Britannia, and had to fight against rivals to become ruler of the West, and later the empire.  He divorced his first wife Minerva in 307, and like his father, married into Maximian's family by marrying his daughter Fausta, the sister of Maxentius, one of his rivals for the West.

CONSTANTINE AND THE MILVIAN BRIDGE – Constantine became ruler of the West in 312 when he defeated his brother-in-law Maxentius near Rome at the Battle of Milvian Bridge (over the Tiber river), and the Senate hailed him as saviour of the Roman people.  Later, in 324 he will twice defeat another brother-in-law Licinius (emperor of the East), and become sole ruler of the empire.

On the eve of the Milvian Bridge battle Constantine is said to have prayed to the God of the Christians (because his father had done so and prospered), and after his defeat of Maxentius, Constantine looked upon their God as the bringer of victory.  There are two accounts of a miraculous event occurring at this time about which there has been much speculation.

According to Lactantius a Christian apologist and historian who became the tutor of Constantine's eldest son, it was in a dream that Constantine was directed to delineate on the shields of his soldiers "the heavenly sign", and proceed to battle.  The sign was the initial letters of the Greek name of Christ X and P superimposed on one another.  In the account related to Eusebius by Constantine late in life, he and his whole army had seen about mid-day, a vision of the cross in the sky with the inscription en hoc signo e vincus - In this sign you shall conquer.  In Gaul, two years earlier when Constantine was on the march, he also claimed to have seen a vision of the sun god while worshipping in the grove of Apollo.  This was the sun god whom the family had long held in reverence.  The insignia of this pagan god on Constantine's coinage was eliminated about a decade after his victory over Maxentius.
A triumphal arch was erected in Rome in honour of his victory over Maxentius, and a statue set up at the same time of Constantine holding aloft a cross and the inscription read "By this saving sign I have delivered your city from the tyrant and restored liberty to the Senate and people of Rome".  

It was from this time that Constantine dated his conversion.  He surrounded himself with Christians at court, and in later years went on campaigns with a mobile chapel in a tent.  It is of interest that in Encyclopaedia Britannica the comment is made that his pronouncements and letters "demonstrate that Constantine's commitment to Christianity was firmer and less ambiguous than some have suggested.  Eusebius confirmed what Constantine himself believed: that he had a special and personal relationship with the Christian God."

EDICT OF MILAN – The famous edict that established toleration of Christianity in the Roman Empire, jointly signed by Emperors Constantine and Licinius at Milan in January 313; part of which reads, "Having long since perceived that religious liberty should not be denied, but that it should be granted to the judgement and the desire of each one to perform divine duties according to his own preference, we had given orders that each one, and the Christians among the rest, have the liberty to observe the religion of his choice, and his peculiar mode of worship.  In order that whatsoever divinity or celestial power may exist may be propitious to us and to all that live under our government."  The only extant copies of the edict are those of Licinius.  

Constantine did not make Christianity the state religion (that big, big mistake would come later with Theodosius), he simply made it legal, so that now, believers could literally come out of caves and worship in freedom.

CONSTANTINE AND THE DONATISTS – In 313, Constantine, who disliked disunity in the church, asked Miltiades the bishop of Rome to hold an enquiry into a schism in the church at Carthage, North Africa, which schism had its beginning two years earlier in 311.  Miltiades presided over 'The synod of Rome' with bishops from Italy and Gaul, and the separatist group was condemned.  The separatists, who became known as the Donatists (Donatus was the second to be elected bishop of the separatist group), refused to accept the decision, and Constantine ordered a new synod in Arles, Gaul.  The synod was held in 314 and had forty two bishops in attendance, including three from Britannia.  The separatists were again condemned.  Still refusing to accept the decision, they appealed to Constantine to review their case, and at the imperial enquiry held in 316 at Milan they were again condemned.  
The Donatists venerated the relics of martyrs and had a peculiar zeal for martyrdom.  They wanted no fellowship with those who did not embrace these views or with those who had used prudential means to escape the great persecution of Diocletian.  Donatists believed they alone were the true church since any who had apostatised or any who welcomed the repentant apostates back into the fellowship without re-baptism could not be part of a pure, holy church.
In 317 Constantine issued laws in an attempt to coerce the Donatists to reunify; laws which marked the Donatists as criminals, and persecution followed with the confiscation of Donatist churches which led to some of their deaths.  This added fuel to their fire, and in 321 Constantine issued an edict of toleration.  By the end of the century Donatists made up nearly half of the Christians in North Africa, and were still quite powerful until the invasion by the Vandals, with some even surviving until the 6th century.

CONSTANTINE DECREES THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK A HOLIDAY – Constantine issued the law in 321, and in it he called the day "the venerable day of the sun".  He was referring to the Roman pagan holiday dies solis "Sun's Day", which is where the English (Sunday) and German (Sonntag) names come from for the first day of the week.  Constantine declared, "On the venerable day of the sun, let the magistrates and the people residing in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed.  In the country, however, persons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully continue their pursuits; because it often happens that another day is not so suitable for grain-sowing or for vine-planting."  For the first time, slaves had a day off.  The law was aimed at providing a day of worship suitable for all people, the pagan sun-worshippers, and the Christians who had worshipped on the first day of the week, resurrection day, from the beginning (Acts 20:7, 1Corinthians 16:2).

Constantine gave the mainstream church legal rights; large financial donations (especially to North Africa); restored all property that had been confiscated during the great persecution, and granted compensation; he gave to the bishop of Rome the imperial property of the Lateran Palace which became the customary residence of bishops and popes of Rome until the fourteenth century.  He was harsh however on heretics, and schisms from the church, for example, the North African Donatists received no such imperial favour, and according to Eusebius, the Novationists, who were separatists from the church in Rome, received an edict wherein he addressed them as haters of truth, and forbade them to meet, not merely in public but even in private homes (this would change after the Council of Nicea in 325).  

CONSTANTINE DEFEATS LICINIUS – In 324 Constantine defeated his brother-in-law Licinius in battle to become sole ruler of the empire.  The first battle was at Hadrianopolis (in present day European Turkey), and then Licinius surrendered in another at Chrysopolis (north-western Turkey).

When Constantine became emperor he issued a general exhortation for subjects to become Christians, but used discretion and caution in his relation to heathenism: "Let no one molest another in this matter, but let every one be free to follow the bias of his own mind.  With regard to those who will hold themselves aloof from us, let them have, if they please, their temples of lies: we have the glorious edifice of Thy truth which Thou hast given us as our home.  We pray, however, that they may receive the same blessing."  There were however certain temples dedicated to disgraceful rites that were commanded to be destroyed, and midnight sacrificial offerings to the powers of darkness, which led to scenes of unrestrained depravity, were abolished.

He gave back to the Senate the status they had lost during the 'barrack emperor' period.  The clergy were released from the burdensome obligation of serving as municipal magistrates, and he exempted them from taxes.  He ceased the gladiator fights, abolished crucifixion as a form of execution, and he reduced the killing of unwelcome children.  

Constantine wasn't baptised until on his deathbed, and the reasons put forward for this have been firstly, a remark he made when about to undergo the ritual, "I had thought to do this in the waters of the Jordan, wherein our Saviour for our example is recorded to have been baptised"; and secondly, the rather superstitious estimate of baptism that was held in this day, of it being a means of magical absolution better received near the end of ones life when the chance of defiling the soul with new sins was less.

CONSTANTINE'S SONS GOVERN THE EMPIRE – When Constantine died in 337, his three sons, Constantine, Constantius, and Constans, each took the title of Augustus and divided the empire between them.  There were a few months of confusion at the beginning of the new administration when soldiers massacred the other members of the Constantinian family, and suspicion fell on Constantius as being responsible.  

CONSTANTINE II – Emperor of the West [337-340] 

Son of Constantine

Constantine II was ruler of Spain, Gaul, and Britannia.  He launched a surprise invasion of northern Italy in 340 to seize the central empire from his brother Constans but was killed in the ensuing battle.

CONSTANTIUS II – Emperor of the East [337-350] Sole Ruler [350-361]
Son of Constantine
Between 338 and 350 Constantius was engaged in continual warfare with Shapur II of Persia. The attempts of Constantius to create religious unity under Arianism failed but to that end he deposed and exiled orthodox bishops, passed laws against pagan religion, and directed some of his religious legislation against Jews.  In 341 Constantius issued an edict forbidding the heathen to burn incense to the gods. Edicts in 346 and 356 ordered the closure of temples and the death sentence for burning incense to the gods although there wasn't a rigorous enforcement of these laws. His so-called benevolent policy toward the church seems to have been at the expense of the heathen. Hilary, the bishop of Poitiers in Gaul, wrote in Against Constantius, "With the gold of the State you burden the sanctuary of God; and what is plundered from the temples, or won by confiscations, or extorted by punishments, you obtrude upon God."  

In 337 when Alexander the bishop of Constantinople died the Arians and Orthodox parties clashed, with the Orthodox gaining the upper hand and they elected Paul I bishop [337-339, 341-342, 346-350]. Emperor Constantius II returned to Constantinople and banished Paul in 339 and installed Eusebius of Nicodemia in his stead. Eusebius died in 341 and the people restored Paul. His renewed tenure of office was short as Constantius II who was in Antioch ordered Hermogenes his general of cavalry to remove Paul. The people of Constantinople responded by killing Hermogenes and burning his house. 

Constantius II returned and in 342 drove Paul into exile again setting Macedonias as bishop until 346. Paul and Athanasius then went to Rome where Pope Julius I ruled that they were orthodox and both of them regained their sees in 346 with Paul in control to 350. Constantius II was at least consistent as he sent another legate Phillipus to Constantinople to reinstate Macedonias and in 351 Macedonias I was restored and held office until 360. Paul was removed and eventually died at Cuscusus in Armenia.
Constantius II became sole ruler of the empire in 350 when his brother Constans was slain in a mutiny.  Constantius had been occupied in the East for over a decade against Shapur II of Persia but returned to Europe in 350 to confront two usurpers.  Vetranio who was commander of the Danube forces was persuaded to give up, but Magnentius of the Imperial Guard unit who had seized the territories of Constans and had him killed, proved difficult to shift.  Constantius II eventually defeated Magnentius in 351 although there were heavy casualties on both sides.  Magnentius chose to fall on his sword.

Cyril of Jerusalem [see 350], who was bishop of Jerusalem from 350, came into conflict with Acacius bishop of Caesarea [see 366] because during a famine he sold church property donated by the emperor to feed the poor. After being deposed at a local synod he appealed to the emperor and though cleared he was exiled by Constantius II but was able to return when Julian the Apostate began to reign in 361.
In 355 Emperor Constantius II summoned the very elderly Hosius of Cordoba (and other Western bishops) to Milan to condemn Athanasius and hold communion with the Arians.  Hosius refused and wrote a famous letter to Constantius II reproving him for intruding into ecclesiastical matters.  He was subsequently summoned to Sirmium by Constantius II and detained in court for a year where, after threats and physical violence he signed an Arian creed in 357.  Soon afterward Hosius repudiated this creed before his death in Spain the same year.  Athanasius held Hosius in high esteem although others described him as dictatorial, harsh, and inflexible.
While Liberius was bishop of Rome [352‑366] the emperors constantly meddled in church affairs mainly in the area of Arianism. In 355 Liberius refused to sign 'The Condemnation of Athanasius' and was exiled to Thrace by Constantius II with the emperor installing Felix his own Arian nominee as bishop of Rome.  In 357 Liberius was summoned to Sirmium where he submitted to the authority of Constantius II and signed an Arian creed and agreed to sever relations with Athanasius.  He was then allowed to return to Rome as bishop whereupon Felix fled, and although Constantius II decreed that they should co-rule it was disregarded.
SYNODS OF ARIMINUM & SELEUCIA – Two parallel councils held in 359.  In the West it was held in Ariminum (now Rimini) simultaneously with the Synod of Seleucia in the East (now Silifke). The synods were called by Emperor Constantius II to resolve the Arian Controversy. Orthodox bishops plus varying shades of Arians were all out-manoeuvred by Constantius II himself who, regardless of their decision at the synods, forced them to sign an Arian Creed when they arrived to inform him of the outcome. 
After the death of Constantius II in 361 the Arian faction declined in the West.  In 366 Liberius received into communion representatives from the Eastern Church fleeing from Valens the pro Arian emperor. 

CONSTANS – Emperor South [337-340] Emperor West [340-350]
Son of Constantine
Constans was ruler of Italy, Africa, and Illyricum [337‑340], then ruler of the West [340-350].  He was sympathetic to the Nicene party of the Arian Controversy and threw his weight behind the orthodox bishops. He and Julius the bishop of Rome gave Athanasius refuge in Rome when he was exiled by the Arian emperor of the East who was Constans’ brother Constantius. In 346 Constans pressured his brother and secured the return of Athanasius from exile. Constans was slain in a mutiny in 350 and his brother became sole ruler of the empire.
JULIAN THE APOSTATE – Roman Emperor [361-363] 

Nephew of Constantine I
He was proclaimed emperor by his troops when Constantius II died suddenly in 360, and acknowledged sole ruler of the empire in 361.  Julian had been left an orphan at 6 years of age and was brought up at first in Bithynia by the Arian bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia and then at a remote estate in Cappadocia.  He was baptised into a heretical form of Christianity but upon studying the philosophers of classical Greek he announced his conversion to the old pagan gods thus acquiring his by-name the Apostate.  One of his edicts in 361 proclaimed toleration of all forms of religion; Julian himself performed animal sacrifices, pagan temples were reopened, and all Christian bishops who had been exiled were allowed to return home.  
His apparent toleration of Christianity was short-lived; suppression was followed by outright persecution, for Christians were expelled from the army, banned from teaching professions, and Christian cities penalised.  Churches were burned in Damascus and Beirut, the great basilica at Antioch closed, and a pagan god installed in two basilicas in Syria.  He made an attempt to rebuild the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem but it was abandoned after reports that the workmen had been frightened off by balls of fire issuing from the old foundations.  
Considered a noted scholar, his attack on Christianity called Against the Galileans argued that it was made up of fables and irrational falsehoods and only appealed to rustics.  Julian however, with his priggish austerity appealed to no one, not even the pagans.  He sported a philosopher's beard and claimed to be one on the strength of it, which offended everyone.  The Roman historian Ammianus, who served in the army of Julian, and was a religiously tolerant pagan, made Julian the central figure of his history but depicted him as an addict of superstition rather than religion. 
DONATISTS RETURN FROM EXILE – In 362 Emperor Julian allowed the exiled Donatists to return home.  The movement gained strength, and by the end of the century Donatists made up nearly half of the Christians in North Africa.  
JOVIAN Roman Emperor [363-364]

Soldier 

He succeeded to the throne when Julian the Apostate was fatally wounded by a spear during a retreat in a disastrous campaign against Shapur II.  Jovian was proclaimed emperor by his troops and immediately concluded a treaty favourable to the Persians, giving up five provinces in order to extricate the huge army from Mesopotamia.  Jovian was a Christian from the province of Pannonia, and reigned for only eight months before dying in mysterious circumstances on his way home from the frontier.

VALENTINIAN I – Roman Emperor [364‑375]

Soldier

He was chosen unanimously by his army's general staff upon the death of Jovian. The son of an army officer, Valentinian like Jovian was a Christian from Pannonia. He appointed his younger brother Valens to co-rule as Augustus of the East, and it was agreed upon to allow religious toleration, which Valentinian upheld throughout his reign, unlike his brother.

VALENS – Roman Emperor of the East [364-378]  

Appointed by his brother Valentinian I
During his reign, Valens had to confront the theological diversity that was beginning to create division in the empire. Julian the Apostate (361–363) had tried to revive the pagan religions. His reactionary attempt took advantage of the dissensions between the different factions among the Christians and a largely Pagan rank and file military. However, in spite of broad support, his actions were often viewed as excessive, and before he died in a campaign against the Persians, he was often treated with disdain. His death was considered a sign from God. Like the brothers Constantius II and Constans, Valens and Valentinian I held divergent theological views. Valens was an Arian and Valentinian I upheld the Nicene Creed. When Valens died however, the cause of Arianism in the Roman East was to come to an end. His successor Theodosius I would endorse the Nicene Creed.

VALENTINIAN II – Joint Roman Emperor of the West [375‑392]  

Son of Valentinian I

He was proclaimed emperor as a child of four and as such was under the influence of his Arian mother, the Empress Justina and the imperial court at Milan, an influence contested by the Bishop of Milan, Ambrose. Justina used her influence over her young son to oppose the Catholic party which was championed by Ambrose. In 385 Ambrose, backed by Milan's populace, refused an imperial request to hand over the Portian basilica for the use of Arian troops. The following year Justina and Valentinian II received the Arian bishop Auxentius, and Ambrose was again ordered to hand over a church in Milan for Arian usage. Ambrose and his congregation barricaded themselves inside the church, and the imperial order was rescinded. 
Valentinian II also tried to restrain the despoiling of pagan temples in Rome. Buoyed by this instruction, the pagan senators, led by Aurelius Symmachus, the Prefect of Rome, petitioned in 384 for the restoration of the Altar of Victory in the Senate House, which had been removed by Gratian in 382. Valentinian II, at the insistence of Ambrose, refused the request and, in so doing, rejected the traditions and rituals of pagan Rome to which Symmachus had appealed. He died by hanging considered a possible suicide at the age of 21.

GRATIAN – Roman Emperor of the West [378‑383] 

Son of Valentinian I

The reign of Gratian forms an important epoch in ecclesiastical history, since during that period Orthodox Christianity for the first time became dominant throughout the empire. Under the influence of Ambrose Bishop of Milan he prohibited pagan worship at Rome; refusing to wear the insignia of the Pontifex Maximus as unbefitting a Christian. He removed the Altar of Victory from the Senate House at Rome, despite protests of the pagan members of the Senate, and confiscated its revenues; forbade legacies of real property to the Vestals; and abolished other privileges belonging to them and to the pontiffs. Nevertheless he was still deified after his death. Gratian also published an edict that all their subjects should profess the faith of the bishops of Rome and Alexandria (i.e., the Nicene faith). The move was mainly thrust at the various beliefs that had arisen out of Arianism, but smaller dissident sects, such as the Macedonians, were also prohibited.

THEODOSIUS I – Roman Emperor of the East [378‑392] Sole Emperor [392-395] 

Made Emperor by Gratian 

He was the last Roman Emperor to rule the whole empire from 392 to 395. On 26 November 380, two days after he had arrived in Constantinople, Theodosius expelled the non-Nicene bishop, Demophilus of Constantinople, and appointed Meletius patriarch of Antioch, and Gregory of Nazianzus, one of the Cappadocian Fathers from Antioch, patriarch of Constantinople. Theodosius had just been baptised by bishop Acholius of Thessalonica during a severe illness, as was common in the early Christian world. On 27 February 380 he, Gratiae and Valentinian II published an edict in order that all their subjects should profess the faith of the bishops of Rome and Alexandria (i.e., the Nicene faith), thus the principle of religious intolerance was proclaimed. The move was mainly a thrust at the various beliefs that had arisen out of Arianism, but smaller dissident sects, such as the Macedonians, were also prohibited. The edict was put forward by Theodosius without consulting the ecclesiastical authorities.
In May 381, Theodosius summoned a new ecumenical council at Constantinople to repair the schism between East and West on the basis of Nicean orthodoxy. The council also "condemned the Apollonian and Macedonian heresies, clarified church jurisdictions according to the civil boundaries of dioceses and ruled that Constantinople was second in precedence to Rome." 

When Gregory, the bishop of Constantinople resigned in 381, Nectarius was chosen by Emperor Theodosius to succeed him. This was a surprise to many. In Constantinople at the time, there were many bishops who were attending the First Council, and Nectarius called on one of them the bishop of Tarsus, Diodorus, to ask if he could take letters to Tarsus for him since he was preparing for a journey there. His appearance and manners struck Diodorus so forcibly that he determined that he should be advanced as a candidate for archbishop and took Nectarius to see the bishop of Antioch, who asked Nectarius to put off his journey a short time. Emperor Theodosius chose him much to the surprise of many. Nectarius was duly baptised and his clothes were changed for the robes of a bishop of the Imperial City and became at once president of the Council. The 3rd canon of the council declares that, "...the bishop of Constantinople shall hold the first rank after the bishop of Rome, because Constantinople is the new Rome." 

In 383 a third synod at Constantinople was held. In spite of the decrees of bishops and emperor, the Arians and Pneumatomachians continued to spread their doctrines. Theodosius summoned all parties to the Imperial City for a great discussion in June, hoping to reconcile all differences. Before this he had sent for the archbishop and told him that all questions should be fully debated. It was suggested that they should produce the testimonies of the old Fathers of the Church on the Doctrine of the Son, and first ask the heads of the several parties whether they accepted these authorities or desired to anathematise them. By decree in 391, Theodosius ended the subsidies that had still trickled to some remnants of Greco-Roman civic Paganism too. The eternal fire in the Temple of Vesta in the Roman Forum was extinguished, and the Vestal Virgins were disbanded. Pagan members of the Senate in Rome appealed to him to restore the Altar of Victory in the Senate House; he refused.
ARCADIUS – Roman Emperor of the East [395‑408] 

Son of Theodosius I
He was born in Spain a brother of Honorius, who would become a Western Roman Emperor. His father declared him an Augustus and co-ruler for the Eastern half of the Empire in January, 383. His younger brother was also declared Augustus in 393, for the Western half. In 399 on the 13th July, Arcadius issued an edict ordering that all remaining non-Christian temples should be immediately demolished. His wife’s influence in the court was strongly opposed by John Chrysostom, the Patriarch of Constantinople, who felt that she had used her family's wealth to gain control over the emperor. She used her influence to have Chrysostom deposed in 404, but she died later that year. Arcadius himself appeared to be more concerned with appearing to be a pious Christian than he was with political or military matters, and he died, only nominally in control of his empire, in 408.

HONORIUS – Roman Emperor of the West [395‑423]

Son of Theodotus I

He was the younger son of Theodorus and became Western Roman Emperor at the age of ten. During the first part of his reign Honorius depended on the military leadership of the general Stilicho, who was of mixed Vandal and Roman ancestry. To strengthen his bonds with the young emperor, Stilicho married his daughter Maria to him. Honorius' reign was plagued by many threats: from the barbarians entering within the empire's borders to several usurpers.

The most notable event of his reign was the assault and Sack of Rome on August 24, 410 by the Visigoths under Alaric. The city had been under Visigothic siege since the summer of 408. Stricken by starvation, somebody opened Rome's defences to Alaric and the Goths poured in. The city had not been under the control of a foreign force since an invasion of Gauls some eight centuries before. The sack itself was notably mild as sacks go; Churches and religious statuary went unharmed for example. The psychological blow to the Romans was considerably more painful. The shock of this event reverberated from Britain to Jerusalem, and inspired Augustine [see 396] to write his great work “The City of God”. 

Celestius, an African associate of Pelagius, accompanied him to Sicily in 409-10. In 411 he received the first Catholic condemnation as a Pelagian. Withdrawing to Ephesus he obtained ordination but there and at Constantinople he was hounded. In 417 he appealed personally to Zosimus the bishop of Rome but the following year Emperor Honorius expelled the Pelagians. Honorius died of dropsy in 423, leaving no heir. In the following period Joannes was nominated emperor.
THEODOSIUS II – Roman Emperor of the East [408‑450] 

Succeeded his father Arcadius 

Theodosius was born in 401 and when in 408 his father died the seven-year-old boy became emperor of the Eastern parts of the Roman Empire. Government was at first by the Praetorian Prefect Anthemius, under whose supervision the land walls of Constantinople were constructed. By 416 he was capable of ruling himself, but his sister remained a strong influence on him. In 423 the Western Emperor Honorius died and Joannas was proclaimed emperor. In 425, Theodosius founded the University of Constantinople. The Eastern Empire was also plagued by short raiding attacks by the Huns. The emperor chose to pay tribute which amounted to 350 Roman pounds or about 115 kg of gold until 435 and 700 Roman pounds after that.

During a visit to Syria in 428, Theodosius met NESTORIUS [see 428] and appointed him Patriarch of Constantinople in the same year. Nestorius quickly became involved in the disputes of two theological factions, which differed in their Christology. Nestorius tried to find a middle ground between those that, emphasising the fact that in Christ God had been born as a man, insisted on calling the Virgin Mary Theotokos ("birth-giver of God"), and those that rejected that title because God as an eternal being could not have been born. Nestorius suggested the title Christotokos ("birth-giver to Christ"), but did not find acceptance by either faction and was accused of detaching Christ's divine and human natures from each other, a heresy later called Nestorianism. 

Nestorius believed that no union between the human and divine were possible. If such a union of human and divine occurred, Nestorius believed that Christ could not truly be con-substantial with God and con-substantial with us because he would grow, mature, suffer and die (which he said God cannot do) and also would possess the power of God that would separate him from being equal to humans.

Eusebius, the bishop of the Dorylaeum was the first to accuse Nestorius of heresy but his most forceful opponent however was Patriarch Cyril of Alexandria. Nestorius opponent's charged him with detaching Christ's divinity and humanity into two persons existing in one body, thereby denying the reality of the Incarnation. The Emperor Theodosius II (401-450) was eventually induced to call a general church council at Ephesus, which itself was a centre for the veneration of Mary, where the theotokos concept was popular. The emperor gave his support to the Archbishop of Constantinople, while the bishop of Rome Celestine I was in agreement with Cyril. Cyril took charge of the First Council of Ephesus in 431, opening debate before the long overdue contingent of Eastern bishops from Antioch arrived and the council deposed Nestorius and declared him a heretic before his supporters arrived. They convened their own synod, at which Cyril was deposed. Both sides then appealed to the emperor. Initially the imperial government ordered both Nestorius and Cyril deposed and exiled, however, Cyril was eventually allowed to return after bribing various courtiers.

In the following months, 17 bishops who supported Nestorius' doctrine were removed from their sees. Eventually John I of Antioch was obliged to abandon Nestorius in March 433. On August 3, 435, Theodosius II issued an imperial edict that exiled Nestorius to a monastery in the Great Oasis of Hibis in Egypt, securely within the diocese of Cyril.

Almost twenty years later, the theological dispute broke out again, this time caused by the Constantinopolitan abbot Euteyches, whose Christology mingled Christ's divine and human nature into one. Eutyches was condemned by Patriarch Flavian of Constantinople but found a powerful friend in Cyril's nephew and successor Dioscurus of Alexandria. Another council convoked to Ephesus in 449, deemed "robber synod" because of its tumultuous circumstances, restored Eutyches and deposed Flavian, who was mistreated and died shortly afterwards. Bishop Leo I of Rome and many other bishops protested against the outcome, but the emperor supported it. Only after his death in 450 would the decisions be reversed at the Council of Chalcedon. 
FLAVIAN [see 446] was the guardian of the sacred vessels of the great Church of Constantinople when he was chosen to become archbishop of Constantinople. During his consecration, Roman emperor Theodosius II was staying at Chalcedon, and his eunuch Chrysaphius induced the emperor to ‘require a gift’ (extort a present of gold) from the new archbishop but he was unsuccessful. From that moment Chrysaphius began to plot against the archbishop. Theodosius died in 450 as the result of a riding accident to be succeeded by Marcian who had married his sister Pulcheria.
JOANNES – Roman Emperor of the West [423‑425]

Civil Servant Usurper

On the death of the Emperor Honorius (August 27, 423), Theodosius II, the remaining ruler of the House of Theodosius hesitated in announcing his uncle's death and Joannes a senior civil servant was made emperor. He was known for his mildness, intelligence, and general ability. Unlike the Theodosian emperors, he tolerated all Christian sects. He had hoped that he could come to an agreement with the emperor Theodosius, but when Theodosius II elevated the young Valentinian III first to Caesar, then to co-emperor as an Augustus, he knew he could only expect war. Late in 424, he sent one of his younger, but promising, followers Aëtius to the Huns to seek military help. While Aëtius was away on his mission, the army of the Eastern Empire left Thessalonica for Italy, and soon made their base in Aquileia. Eventually his garrison of Ravenna was convinced to betray him to a force led by Aspar, the son of the Eastern commander. The fallen emperor was brought to Aquileia where first his hand was cut off, then he was paraded on an donkey in the Hippodrome to the insults of the populace, then after further insults and injuries he was decapitated in mid 425. 

VALENTINIAN III – Roman Emperor of the West [425‑455]. 

Son in law to Theodosius 

In 423, Honorius died, and the usurper Joannes took the power in Rome. To counter this menace, Theodosius nominated Valentinian Caesar of the west (October 23, 424), and betrothed him to his own daughter. He was at that time five years of age. He would eventually marry her in 437. In 425, after Joannes had been executed, Valentinian was installed Western Emperor in Rome, on October 23, at the age of six. His reign is marked by the dismemberment of the Western Empire; the conquest of the province of Africa by the Vandals in 439; the loss of great portions of Spain and Gaul, in which the barbarians had established themselves. The burden of taxation became more and more intolerable as the power of Rome decreased. Valentinian not only lacked the ability to govern the empire in a time of crisis, but aggravated its dangers by his self-indulgence and vindictiveness.
MARCIAN – Roman Emperor of the East [450‑457] 

He succeeded Theodosius II [see 408]. Upon becoming emperor Marcian stopped the large payments of tribute to Attila the Hun (434–453) which had been received from Theodosius II. Aware that he could never capture the eastern capital of Constantinople, Attila turned to the west and waged his famous campaigns in Gaul (451) and Italy (452) while leaving Marcian's dominions alone. Marcian reformed the finances, checked extravagance, and repopulated the devastated districts. He repelled attacks upon Syria and Egypt (452), and quelled disturbances on the Armenian frontier (456). The other notable event of his reign is the Council of Chalcedon (see 451), in which Marcian endeavoured to mediate between the rival schools of theology. Marcian died in 457 of disease, possibly gangrene contracted during a long religious journey. Despite his short reign he is considered one of the best of the early Byzantine emperors. 

COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON was called by Emperors Marcian and Valentinian and held in Euphemia. It was attended by bishops from the East. The Western bishops and legates from Leo I did not attend because they feared the Huns too much to travel. The emperors sought a common declaration from the Eastern Bishops in accord with the creeds of Nicea and Constantinople, and two epistles of Cyril, and the Tome of Leo. However concord was not achieved although the majority agreed. 

The Nicene creed affirms that the Lord Jesus Christ is one, his two natures preserved in hypostatic union. Second it confirms that the two personalities God and man are perfect natures, pre existent and born of the Virgin. Thirdly that the distinct natures are fully God and fully man thus securing salvation by a saving God and a man identified with man.

MAXIMUS – Roman Emperor of the West [455] 

Following Valentinian III’s death, there was no one obvious successor to the throne. Maximus managed to defeat his rivals by gaining control of the palace and forced the Empress Eudoxia to marry him. Within two months of Maximus gaining the throne, word came that Gaiseric, king of the Vandals, had arrived in Italy. This news panicked the inhabitants of Rome. In the disorder Maximus was killed.

AVITUS – Roman Emperor of the West [455‑456]

Avitus was sent on a diplomatic mission by the emperor to Theodoric II king of the Visigoths, and was at Theodoric's court in Toulouse when Gaiseric invaded Rome, bringing Petronius Maximus's rule to a sudden end. Theodoric seized the opportunity and urged Avitus to assume the imperial throne, and with the acclamation of a gathering of Gallo-Roman senators, allowed himself to be persuaded. On July 9, 455, he was proclaimed emperor by the soldiers, and reached Rome that September. The complete populace never fully accepted his rule, so when his campaign against the Vandals failed in 456 and they pressed their blockade against Rome, his position became tenuous. Famine in Rome forced him to disband his Gothic bodyguard. But they needed to be paid, and he did not improve his standing with the Roman citizenry when he melted down a number of bronze statues to pay their outstanding wages. There was a general revolt. Avitus fled to safety in Arles. A plea for help to Theodoric went unanswered, as the Gothic king was away in Spain campaigning against the Suevians. Avitus raised the best force he could and returned to Italy but was defeated near Placentia and captured. His life was spared, and he was allowed to become bishop of Placentia on October 18th 456; however, he still feared for his life and attempted to escape to safety in Gaul. According to Gregory of Tours, he died on the way there. Other sources have him murdered, either being strangled or trapped in his house and starved to death.

MAJORAN – Roman Emperor of the West [456‑461] 

He was the first of four Western emperors appointed by Ricimer the Arian Christian regent of the West. Majoran was the author of a number of remarkable laws. He reduced all areas of taxes, the collection of which was for the future placed in the hands of the local officials. He revived the institution of administrators of cities, whose duty it was to protect the poor and inform the emperor of abuses committed in his name. The practice of pulling down the ancient monuments to be used as building material was strictly prohibited. He also passed laws against compulsory ordination and premature vows of celibacy.

SEVERUS – Roman Emperor of the West [461‑465] 

Ricimer elevated Libius Severus to the rank of emperor, after the death of Majorian, in November 461 at Ravenna. However, the Eastern Roman emperor Leo I refused to acknowledge him even though he was consul in 462 alongside the Leo I. It was during his reign that Narbonne in southern Gaul was lost to the Visigoths. He died on August 15, 465. After his death there was a period of twenty months during which there was no Western Emperor until Anthemius [see 467] was installed by Emperor Leo I. Until then Ricimer ruled the west under his reign of terror further leading to the decay of the once glorious Western Roman Empire. Because of the violence and hardships of the time, historical details about Severus are small in number. Edward Gibbon said of him, "History has scarcely deigned to notice his birth, his elevation, his character or his death."

ANTHEMIUS – Roman Emperor of the West [467‑472] 

He was perhaps the last able emperor. Anthemius attempted to solve the two primary military challenges facing the remains of the Western Roman Empire: the resurgent Visigoths, under Euric, whose domain straddled the Pyrenees; and the unvanquished Vandals, under Geiseric, in undisputed control of North Africa. The kingdom of the Vandals had presented a constant threat to Roman seafaring in the Mediterranean, and Anthemius and his Eastern Roman colleague Leo I undertook a concerted effort to dislodge them from North Africa (468). Although the campaign against Gaiseric initially made significant gains the eastern general, Basiliscus allowed his fleet to be destroyed before Carthage by Gaiseric. Thus the expedition ended in utter failure. In 470, following all of this misfortune, Anthemius fell into a serious sickness, and believing that it was caused by sorcery, exacted vengeance on numerous prominent men. Armed opposition arose in Milan with this conflict between emperor and military strongman ending with the conquest of Rome, and the capture and execution of Anthemius.

OLYBRIUS – Roman Emperor of the West [472] 

He was sent to Italy by Emperor Leo I to assist Emperor Anthemius against his son-in-law Ricimer, but, having entered into negotiations with the latter, was himself proclaimed emperor against his will, and on the murder of his rival ascended the throne unopposed. Because of his marriage to Placidia, Olybrius can be considered the last member of the House of Theodosius. His reign was otherwise as uneventful as it was brief. He died later in 472, being the only emperor of his time to die of natural causes.

GLYCERIUS – Roman Emperor of the West [473‑474] 

Following the death of Olybrius on November 2, 472, there was a period of about four months during which there was no emperor in the West. The sole legitimacy therefore fell to Leo, emperor of the East who struggled to find a suitable candidate thus the new Master of Soldiers the Burgundian Gundobad, simply appointed an emperor, Glycerius, who was the commander of the imperial bodyguard. Leo was unwilling to tolerate Glycerius on the western throne, and appointed his relative Julius Nepos to that position. Nepos, with a powerful force given to him by Leo, sailed from Dalmatia to the port city of Ostia, near Rome, in June 474. Glycerius simply surrendered to Julius Nepos without a fight resigned his title and accepted from Nepos ordination as the bishop of Salona. It is said, Glycerius in 480, had a leading role in the assassination of Julius Nepos. Accounts of his later life are mixed, some claiming that he died before he could even begin his new role as bishop. His date of death is unknown.

LEO II – Roman Emperor of the East [474] 

He served as emperor of the East only from January 18 to November 17, 474. He was the son of Zeno and Ariadne, the daughter of Leo I and Verina. As Leo's closest male relative, he was named successor upon his grandfather's death. After taking his father Zeno as co ruler he died of an unknown disease about 10 months into his reign in November, 474. It was widely rumoured that he might have been poisoned by his mother Ariadne in order to bring her husband Zeno to the throne who succeeded his son. [See below]

NEPOS – Roman Emperor of the West [474‑475] 

Julius Nepos was nominated emperor of the West in 474 by the Eastern Roman emperor, Leo I. He was married to Leo's niece, earning him the nickname "Nepos" (nephew). Nepos was appointed to replace the Western emperor, Glycerius, who was regarded as a usurper. After Glycerius' surrender, in June 474, Nepos briefly ruled over the whole of the remaining Western Empire, including Italy; still the empire's heartland, although its administrative capital had been moved in and out of Rome repeatedly, and was at that time located in Ravenna. Nepos' rule in Italy ended when he was deposed by one of his military commanders, Flavius Orestes, in 475. After Nepos fled from Italy and Orestes, he resumed his rule without opposition but only over Dalmatia (where he took up residence) and the remainder of Roman Gaul. Following Nepos' departure, Orestes enthroned his own teenage son as the new Western Emperor in the same year, with the name Romulus Augustus.
ZENO – Roman Emperor of the East [474‑491] 

To make himself more acceptable to the Roman hierarchy and the population of Constantinople, Tarasicodissa adopted the name of Zeno and used it for the rest of his life after his marriage to Leo's daughter Ariadne in 468. Since Leo II was seven, too young to rule himself, Ariadne and her mother Verina prevailed upon Leo II to crown Zeno, his father, as co-emperor, which he did on February 9, 474. When Leo II became ill and died on November 17, Zeno became sole emperor. Zeno continued to be unpopular with the people and senate because of his barbarian origins. As a result of a conspiracy hatched by his mother-in-law Basiliscus was made emperor, however the growing misgovernment and unpopularity of Basiliscus ultimately enabled Zeno to re-enter Constantinople unopposed in 476 after an army led by General Illus defected to Zeno. Basiliscus was banished to Phrygia, where he soon afterwards died.


Restored to rule of the Eastern Empire, Zeno was within two months forced to make a momentous decision when Romulus Augustus, the last emperor of the west was deposed by the Chieftain of the Heruli, Odoacer. Zeno was able to hammer out a peace which ended the Vandal attacks in the east, brought freedom of religion to the Catholics under Vandal rule, and lasted for more than 50 years. He died on April 9, 491, after ruling for 17 years and 2 months. Because he and Ariadne had no other children, his widow chose a favoured member of the imperial court, Anastasius, to succeed him. Popular legend has it that a voice was heard coming from his grave for three days after he died, suggesting that he was buried alive, but that he was too unpopular with the people for anyone to open the grave and try to rescue him. In church history, Zeno is associated with the Henoticon or "instrument of union", promulgated by him and signed by all the Eastern bishops, with the design of solving the monophysite controversy.

ROMULUS AUGUSTUS – Roman Emperor of the West [475‑476]

He was the last Western Roman Emperor reigning from the 31 October 475 until his deposition on the 4 September 476. This is used to mark the end of the Western Roman Empire, the fall of ancient Rome, and the beginning of the Middle Ages in Western Europe. He was installed as emperor by his father Orestes, the master of soldiers of the Roman army, after deposing the previous emperor Julius Nepos. Romulus, little more than a child, acted as a figurehead for his father's rule. Reigning for only ten months, Romulus was then deposed by the Germanic chieftain Odoacer and sent to live in the Campania region where he disappears from the historical record.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
The Roman Empire at the time of the commencement of the Church Age in 32 AD was an all powerful entity which it appeared to the outside observer would outlast a weak obscure group of Jewish followers of a leader who had been ignominiously killed by the Roman Empire yet just over 400 years later the once proud empire disappeared in a whimper and the group it had attempted to destroy by decades of open violent persecution had survived and would outlast any temporal empire.

This study also clearly shows that the chronological aspect of the order of the churches in Revelation 2 is vindicated as a legitimate application to the history of mankind and points to the chronology of the whole book.
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