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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION 

The series of seven books which make up the Chronology of the Church Age involve a wide spectrum of people. These people and events are provided in the form of micro biographies which in themselves are obviously not comprehensive. They are however indexed to allow for those interested in the subject to produce and amplify material into a form of books on various subjects. To complement this series a number of outline books and guidelines have been produced including the Archbishops of Canterbury, The Roman Empire and Christianity, The Bishops and Popes of Rome and the Bishops and Patriarchs of Constantinople, Hymn Writers and Protestant Missionaries. 
DEFINITIONS

It is important to define two specific phrases used to present this work, the Saints and the Church Age.

“The Saints” – In many denominations such as the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church “saints” are defined and named by the denomination to designate a person whom they believe has served their group in an outstanding manner. 

However the Biblical definition of a “saint” or one who is sanctified is a person who has trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and have therefore been sanctified or set apart by God as a member of the Body of Christ. The Bible also tells us that we will be known by the spiritual fruit we produce. We therefore in our daily walk need to be “fruit inspectors” and to a certain extent are able to do this for historical figures portrayed in these biographies. Therefore the appendage “saint” associated with various denominations has not been used specifically in these volumes 

“The Church Age” – It should be noted that this is not a “Church Chronology” as that would be a history of the “Saints” alone, but it is a Church Age Chronology showing how believers and unbelievers have interacted over the last 2000 years in Christianity and Christendom.

In the gospels the Lord Jesus Christ said “On this rock I will build my church” showing that the Church at the time of His Ministry was still in the future. The Church Age in fact started on the Day of Pentecost and will terminate when our Lord returns for His Church in the future. This is known as the Rapture of the Church.

THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION AND THE CHURCH AGE

The last book of the Bible, the Book of the Revelation, viewed in a literal and futurist way can be divided into a number of sequential sections commencing with the Revelation of Christ Himself in chapter 1, a group of seven churches in chapters 2-3, the resurrected church in chapters 4 and 5, the Tribulation period from chapter 6 to 18, the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in chapter 19, the Millennial reign of Christ in chapter 20 and Eternity Future in chapters 21 and 22. 

SEQUENCE OF CHURCHES IN CHAPTERS 2 and 3

CHURCH 1
EPHESUS 

The First Century Church 


32-96 AD 

CHURCH 2
SMYRNA

The Persecuted Church



97-311 AD 

CHURCH 3
PERGAMOS

The State Church



312-589 AD

CHURCH 4
THYATIRA 

The Universal Church 



590-1510 AD

CHURCH 5
SARDIS

The Reformation Church


1511-1730 AD
CHURCH 6
PHILADELPHIA

The Missionary Church 



1731-1910 AD

CHURCH 7
LAODICEA

The Apostate Church 



1911 onwards

This book is therefore the first of seven volumes based on the sequence and characteristics of the churches in the order given in Revelation 2 and 3. When viewed as a whole the predominant church in the sequence from Pentecost to the Rapture clearly demonstrates that these seven volumes can be related back in sequence to the type of predominant church in sequence as tabulated above.[see book 260 for the complete seven volumes in one.]

Note – For a detailed study of the Book of the Revelation please see EBCWA Book 97-2

I must thank Mrs Joan Huggett for her outstanding efforts in assisting me so greatly in this work 
VOLUME 1.
DOMINANT CHURCH:  EPHESUS – THE EARLY CHURCH    32‑96 ad

EPHESUS  - REVELATION 2:1-7
1  Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; :2  I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 3  And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 4  Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 6  But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.  7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

INTRODUCTION

The church of Ephesus was founded by the Apostle Paul (Acts 18:18-21, 19:1-20). John came there before the destruction of Jerusalem and made Ephesus the centre of his circuit ministry. "Ephesus" means "beloved," yet this church is rebuked for losing its love for Christ. They had many good works but had fallen from their occupation with the person of Christ Historically Ephesus illustrates church history from 32 to 100 A.D.

Ephesus had been one of the first Asian centres of the Imperial cult and Domitian had allowed Ephesus the title of guardian of his temple. Inscriptions also show that Ephesus had a sizeable Jewish population of which the Christians themselves had been a sizeable part. [Acts 18:19-20, 26, 19:8-9] 

The description of the Lord Jesus Christ comes from Revelation 1:13, 16,20 Here we see the Lord is in the middle of his churches and is holding the messengers or preachers of the churches in His hand - he is obviously interested and in control.

In verse 2 the Lord's commendation on the church at Ephesus is for testing and rejecting false teachers. In Acts 20:29-31 Paul warned the elders at Ephesus that false teachers would come in and cause havoc in the church. By the time that Paul wrote the books of 1 and 2 Timothy, the false teachers had arrived and were causing corruption in the church. [1 Timothy 1:3-4,18-20, 6:3-10,20-21 2 Timothy 2:14-18, 4:1-4]. 

The Lord Jesus Christ commends the church at Ephesus for rejecting the false teachers who had infiltrated the church by testing them. By application we need to guard our church against false practice and teaching on the basis of what the Scripture tells us. - Jude 3 where it says we have to defend the Scriptures which were once and for all given to us by the apostles. There are no people alive today with the Biblical gift of apostleship. The canon of scriptures is therefore complete. The word 'to labour' means to work to the point of exhaustion. We should be willing to work for the Lord whole heartedly to the point of exhaustion.

The church at Ephesus had been diligent and had persevered and not given up. Patience is one of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit Here in contrast with the previous verse they are not weary. We may become weary because of the work but we should never be weary of the work. It is tragic if we are weary of the work.

The church at Ephesus however is criticised as they have lost their first love. This refers to the love for Christ and His Word. The second generation of believers have become slack and cold and have not retained the fervour of the first generation. 
A similar problem is seen in those who received the book of Hebrews who as a second generation of Jewish believers had become lax in their attitude and lost their first love. We should maintain our love of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the Word with a close and constant walk in fellowship with him. Sound doctrine and perseverance are inadequate without love [1 Corinthians 13:1-3]

In verse 5  the Ephesians are urged to remember their first love, repent and return to it. Failure to do so will lead to the removal of the witness of the church. Eventually only a village, several kilometres from the original site, remained of what was once mighty Ephesus. Due to silt deposits in its harbour it was already beginning to lose its geographical importance as a coastal city in John’s day.

If we have lost our first love we need to follow the road of recovery as remembrance, repentance, and return to first acts of love for Christ.  If we still have sufficient residual doctrine we can recover from a backslidden condition. If you are alive there is always opportunity to come back.

In verse 6 Satan had attempted to infiltrate the church through the Nicolaitans. The word comes from the Greek words "niko" which means to rule or conquer  and "laos'" meaning the people. The Nicolaitians from the meaning of the Greek sought to rule the people. This attempted establishment of a church hierarchy which distinguished between clergy and laity was rejected in the first century. 

Other sources state that this was a sect set up by Nicholas one of the first people with the responsibility of a deacon who introduced into the church joint meetings with the pagans. The Ephesians hated this type of thing and the Lord Jesus Christ commended them for this attitude.

From this verse we see whether it is fraternising with the pagan or heretical group or the setting up of a clergy and laity that Lord despises it and condemns it. Christian unity is not obtained from fellowship with religious groups who call themselves Christians as true doctrine will be compromised and we will not be the salt of the earth. We are all believer priests and have access to our heavenly Father through prayer. We do not need to go to the Father through intermediary priests as we have our own High Priest the Lord Jesus Christ 1 John 2.2.

The letters are addressed to churches as a whole but the promises are to individual believers, the overcomers. The concept of overcoming is given in 1 John 5:4,5  where it is shown that the overcomer is the person who believes in Christ that is all born again believers.

The promise to the overcomer at Ephesus given in verse 7. Here it is stated that he will eat from the fruit of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God. Eating with someone represents fellowship

The tree of life shows a restoration of paradise [Genesis 2:9, 2 Corinthians 12:2-4]. Each of these prophecies have their counterpart in Revelation 21-22.

By definition we are overcomers at the point of salvation because of what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us. From the point of salvation we remain eternally secure. We as an overcomer will have eternal fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven.

CHRONOLOGY

32 – 40 ad
	32
	THE BEGINNING

Jerusalem, 6th Sivan 32ad – This was the first day of a new Dispensation, the birth day of THE CHURCH AGE.  It was Sunday, the day after the seventh Sabbath i.e. the fiftieth day from Firstfruits, and therefore fifty days from the resurrection of Jesus.  (Leviticus 23:15-16; Acts 2:1; Luke 24:1-3; 1Corinthians 15:23)

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

6th Sivan is another special day of the Jewish feasts calendar; it celebrates the Feast of Shavuot Hebrew for Weeks or as it’s called in the Greek, PENTECOST meaning fiftieth.  On this occasion, 32ad, it was momentous, being marked by partial fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy in the OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT upon 120 disciples of Christ who were gathered together.  (Acts2:16 & 33; Joel 2:28)

LUKE, the physician and first church historian, records that the Holy Spirit’s arrival was announced by a sound like a “rushing mighty wind”, then the appearance of “tongues of fire”, which separated and “sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them”.  

So dramatic were the sound effects which accompanied the phenomenon that a huge crowd gathered outside.  They were local and visiting Jews, and proselytes, who were about to witness the fulfilment of prophecy in a most spectacular fashion; a miraculous event – never to occur before or since on such a scale – where the Galilean disciples of Christ were given the ability to speak languages not their own, but the languages of the nations from which the visiting Jews came from, i.e. the Jews of the Dispersion.

Luke described the crowd’s reaction to this momentous milestone, and wrote that they were “beside themselves with amazement”; that they were “perplexed” and “marvelled” as they witnessed this divine manifestation of power; “How is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?”  “We hear them speaking in our own language the wonderful works of God.”  Others of the crowd reacted too, and explained it away with, “They are drunk”.  (Acts 2:1-13)

PETER, THE APOSTLE, stood up with the other eleven apostles, and addressed the crowd.  He preached the first sermon of the Church Age and thus opened the door of the kingdom of heaven to all the house of Israel: “God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ”.  The theme of Peter’s message was the gospel of the risen Lord.  

3,000 CONVERTS – At least 3,000 of the people listening to Peter believed, were baptised, and added to “the church” this day.  (Acts 2:14-41)

THE LAST DAYS – The miraculous event of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost 32ad ushered in the Church Age and the countdown began for the time period called “the last days”.

The believers enjoyed great rapport and continued together in: steadfast study of the doctrines taught by the apostles, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayers; they sold possessions to provide for any of their number who were in need.  It was a daily occurrence for the believers to eat their meals together, go to the Temple, and witness to everyone through their joyful praise of God.  Their conduct found approval with the population and every day, people were being saved.  So the church kept growing in number.  (Acts2:42-47)

THE HEALING OF THE LAME MAN provided Peter the opportunity for his second sermon.  This message was delivered to those who had rushed to Solomon’s Porch to hear a response from him regarding the healing miracle they had just witnessed at the gate of the Temple, the Beautiful Gate.  A man, whom they knew to have been lame from birth, was now “walking, leaping, and praising God”.  He was giving praise to God because he had just been healed in the name of – “Jesus Christ of Nazareth”.  (Acts 3:1-11)

In this message, as in his first, Peter reminds the people of the dreadful choice they recently made when they preferred the release of a murderer instead of “the Holy and Righteous One”.  He bluntly tells them they had killed Jesus “the Prince of life”, whom God had raised from the dead and that it was through faith in His name, the lame man had been made strong.  He again appeals to them to, “Repent, be converted, and be forgiven brethren”, (and in reference to the Second Advent) “so that times of refreshing may come, and He (God) will send Jesus the Messiah”.  (Acts3:12-26)

The hope of the early Jewish church in Jerusalem was that the people of Israel would before too long accept their Messiah and upon His return enter into the Millennial Kingdom there and then. This however was not to be; that blessing would come upon the nation after the “fullness of the Gentiles has come in”, and the “mystery hidden from past ages” had been fully revealed in the Church Age.  Only the remnant of true Israel would receive the baptism of the Spirit and continue into the new dispensation – the Church Age.

5,000 CONVERTS – Although the entreaty by Peter was rejected by the nation as a whole, another 5,000 believed and were added to the church, an event that infuriated the Jewish leadership, especially the sect of Sadducees who didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead.  While Peter and the Apostle John were still speaking at the Temple they were arrested and locked up until their court case the next day, at which time they were threatened with violence by the Sanhedrin if they continued to speak in the name of Jesus.  (Acts 4:1-22)

THE SANHEDRIN – Sanhedrin is Greek for ‘together’ and ‘seat’. It was the Supreme Court of the nation, and made up of priests, scribes, and elders.  The members of these three groups were from the nobility and other aristocratic families of Israel.  This ruling body of men were from two religious sects: Sadducees, who were in the majority, and Pharisees who did believe in the resurrection and were popular with the people.  The Sanhedrin’s powers had been restricted by Rome but it still had jurisdiction over religious and some civil matters and could judge criminal cases which didn’t involve capital punishment.

Many miracles and other signs of God’s presence were worked by the apostles, and all who saw these things were filled with awe.  The Sanhedrin became incensed by the continued miraculous healings, and found the people’s faith in the power of Jesus name alarming, for there was a huge stir in Jerusalem and neighbouring districts.  They were outraged for being blamed for His death saying, “you intend to bring this man’s blood on us”; they contradicted and blasphemed in their opposition, and were filled with envy for they knew their power over the people would dwindle if the exercise of the Jewish right of “obeying God rather than men” continued.  This is only where the authorities’ commands were contrary to God’s Word.
Although some of the priests and others of the Sanhedrin responded to the Lord’s grace and were saved, the majority continued on in their opposition to the church, and, in their joining with thugs for murderous purposes displayed a vicious hatred for Christ.  (Acts 4:23-5:42, 6:7)

THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM – The believers in Jerusalem did not separate themselves from Judaism.  For some time they remained very Jewish in their worship; they continued going to the temple and kept the Mosaic laws.  It was a time of transition for them, a gradual realisation of Church Age truth. Bear in mind that it took the rest of the first century to complete the writing of the New Testament.  Gone was the opportunity for the nation of Israel to accept the “gospel” of the Messianic Kingdom before the Cross; it had been rejected by all but “the remnant” - “true Israel” .  This was the dawn of the New Covenant offered to all races of people: the gospel of the resurrection and eternal salvation through Christ Jesus the Lord.

There were two groups in the Jerusalem church, identified as Grecians and Hebrews in Acts 6:1.  Both of these groups were Jews, the Grecians were Greek-speaking Jews, and the Hebrews were Hebrew and/or Aramaic-speaking Jews.
DEACONS came to be appointed in the church because of a dispute that arose between the two groups about the unfair distribution of food to Grecian Jewish widows from monetary gifts.  The apostles called the congregation together and directed them to choose seven men from among the congregation to be responsible for administering social aid (Acts 6:1-6).  Later in the Pastoral Epistles, there are detailed instructions regarding both offices of leadership - elders and deacons.

	33
	

	34
	

	35
	STEPHEN, the first mentioned in the list of deacons, was singled out in the group for high praise as “a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit”, then again, some time after the deacons were ordained, doing “great wonders and miracles among the people”.  Stephen had a very effective ministry, with many saved through his powerful gift of evangelism, and it caused disputes with the Jews from Greek-speaking Synagogues.  But his knowledge of the Old Testament Scriptures was so profound that they couldn’t contend with him. (Acts 6:5,8-10)

	36
	THE FIRST MARTYR – Stephen was the first recorded martyr of the church. Martyr is Latin, from late Greek martus – witness.  The opposition from the Synagogues was such that they were prepared to induce false witnesses to testify against him before the Sanhedrin on the charge of blasphemy.  He answered their accusations in a comprehensive and penetrating speech in which he summarised the OT.  Stephen then brought an indictment against them of being as disobedient as their fathers to the Scriptures, which foretold the “coming of the righteous one, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers.”  

The expressions used by Luke in Acts 7:54, 55, 57 show the terrible rage this produced in the council; they were being convicted, and made to feel that they were the ones on trial.  Screaming with fury, they rushed at him like men possessed and dragged him out of the city and stoned him.  Stephen was martyred in 36ad.  (Acts 6:9-7:60)

SAUL OF TARSUS was at the scene of Stephen’s stoning giving his approval and guarding the coats of the mob who cast the stones (Acts 7:58, 8:1).  He was from the tribe of Benjamin; born a Roman citizen in Tarsus of Cilicia and brought up in Jerusalem.  He was also fluent in the Greek language, and knowledgeable in their culture; a Pharisee from the school of the distinguished rabbi Gamaliel, he was without peer or reproach.  In fact, in parentage, education, and devotion to Judaism he had more to boast about than anyone.  Philippians 3:5-6; Acts 22:3, 27-28; Galatians 1:14; Acts 17:22-28 [According to CI Scofield, v28 comprises quotations from two Greek poets – Epimenides and Aratus.]

Further description of himself at this time when less than 30 years of age, as well as contributions from his later close companion Luke, is of a raving fanatic, seething with hatred for the fledgling church.  His zeal for Judaism fed by self-righteousness had him “breathing threats and murder” as he relentlessly and “immeasurably persecuted the church”, trying to “destroy it; totally waste it”.  (Acts 8:1,3, 9:1-2, 22:4-5; 26:10-11; Galatians 1:13; Philippians 3:6)

This young man is the person who will be brought to his knees by the grace of God on the Damascus Road and become the most loving, the most influential in the history of the church – the Apostle Paul.  To him will be revealed the whole realm of Christian doctrine, and the doctrines pertaining to church government and church life.  During his missionary journeys he will found many churches throughout Asia Minor and Europe, as well as found and pastor the dominant church of this apostolic era – the church at Ephesus.

THE GOSPEL SPREADS OUT FROM JERUSALEM – The murder of Stephen precipitated a terrible persecution of the church at Jerusalem, and yet through that persecution God’s will is seen in the spread of the gospel as believers scattered to other regions of Judea and Samaria, as well as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch in Syria.  Only the apostles stayed in Jerusalem; they were safe for the moment from the Sanhedrin because of their popularity with the people.  (Acts 4:21, 5:26, 8:1, 11:19-21)

Jews also of the Dispersion who had come to Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost and been converted would have already taken the gospel back to their home towns in far-away lands.  Thus Christianity from the earliest times spread far and wide to all points of the compass; to Rome, the island of Crete, the province of Asia, Pontus (south of the Black Sea), Parthia (south-east of the Caspian Sea), Mesopotamia, Arabia, Egypt, Libya, and Cyrene (north African city), and others mentioned in Acts 2:9-11.

THE WAY – The early church community was called “The Way” by both themselves and their opponents (Acts 9:2, 19:9,23, 22:4, 24:14,22) and almost certainly derived from our Lord’s statement in John 14:6 “I Am the way”.  The name seems to have dropped out of use after the first century.

PONTIUS PILATE – Roman procurator of Judea [26-36ad] who had his appointment from Emperor Tiberius and was governing at the time of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus, and was still governing at this time.  The Jewish historian Josephus records incidents with Pilate directly involved, firstly in which Jews were slaughtered, and then some time later, Samaritans.  As a result Pilate was dismissed, ordered back to Rome by Vitellius the Roman legate of Syria, to answer accusations of murder by the Samaritan Senate and the Jews.  Vitellius sent Marcellus to Judea to take his place.  Josephus notes it was while Pilate was en route to Rome that Tiberius died, the year 37.  The early church historian Eusebius tells us that Pilate committed suicide, rather than be beheaded.  The traditional account of Pilate’s life states that he was of the ancient Samnite clan of the Pontii of southern Italy, hence his name Pontius.  The name Pilate is derived from the Latin pileatus, which meant ‘wearing the cap or badge of a freedman’.

MARCELLUS – Roman procurator of Judea under Tiberius, and Caligula, until 38ad.  

	37
	SAUL OF TARSUS IS CONVERTED ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS – Saul and his party set out for Damascus with official papers from the president of the Sanhedrin - the high priest, to arrest and bring back to Jerusalem, offenders against Judaism who had fled there.  Just as they approached the city he and those he journeyed with were surrounded by a light so bright it outshone the midday sun, and was so awesome that they all fell to the ground, then God spoke and asked Saul in the Hebrew language why he was persecuting Him.  Saul, acknowledging Him as Lord, asked His name, and went into a state of shock when he heard, “I am Jesus…”  

Still on the ground and shaking with fright Saul asked what he should do, while the others stood utterly dumbfounded.  He was given very simple instructions from the Lord to go into Damascus and wait for orders.  He was left blind and had to be led by the hand into the city where he was in such distress that he neither ate nor drank but only continually prayed for three days, during which time he received a vision of a man called Ananias through whom he would regain his sight.  (Acts 9:1-9, 11b-12)

Ananias was a well respected Jew in Damascus who knew the Law thoroughly and believed in Jesus the Messiah.  Despite understandable fear of Saul he obeyed the commission he had received in a vision from the Lord, and went to him, calling him “Brother”, having been told in the vision that God had chosen this man to evangelise Gentiles, kings, and Israel.  (Acts 9:10-17, 22:12)

For three years after his conversion Saul retired to Arabia (Galatians 1:17) and then returned to Damascus (Acts 9:22) where believers had to rescue him from Jews who plotted to kill him (Acts 9:23-25).  After this he visited Jerusalem but had to be rescued again from another attempt on his life and was escorted by the brethren to Caesarea and sent on to Tarsus (Acts 9: 26-30, 11:25).

TIBERIUS [42 BC – 37 AD] Roman emperor – Tiberius Julius Caesar Augustus, born Tiberius Claudius Nero (November 16, 42 BC – March 16, AD 37). He was the second Roman emperor following the republic and Triumvirates, Augustus being the first from 30bc-14ad.  Tiberius was by birth a Claudian, son of Tiberius Claudius Nero and Livia Drusilla. His mother divorced his father and was remarried to Octavian Augustus in 39 BC, making him a step-son of Octavian. Tiberius would later marry Augustus' daughter Julia the Elder (from an earlier marriage) and even later be adopted by Augustus, by which act he officially became a Julian, bearing the name Tiberius Julius Caesar. All the emperors after Tiberius would continue this blended dynasty of both families for the next forty years a period called by historians the Julio-Claudian dynasty.

In his early years Tiberius had shown great military expertise, Augustus elevating him (in 6bc) to a share of his tribunician power (a major element in the emperor's authority). Tiberius was one of Rome's greatest generals, whose campaigns in Pannonia, Illyricum, Rhaetia and Germania laid the foundations for the northern frontier. But he came to be remembered as a dark, reclusive, and sombre ruler who never really desired to be emperor; Pliny the Elder called him "the gloomiest of men." After the death of Tiberius’ son Drusus Julius Caesar in 23 AD the quality of his rule declined and ended in a terror. In the year 26, Tiberius exiled himself from Rome to the island of Capri and left administration largely in the hands of his unscrupulous Praetorian Prefects Lucius Aelius Sejanus and Quintus Naevius Sutorius Macro. Caligula [see below], Tiberius’ adopted grandson, succeeded the emperor upon his death.

The Church started in the latter reign of Tiberius. The Gospels record that during Tiberius' reign, Jesus of Nazareth preached and was executed under the authority of Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea. In the Bible, Tiberius is mentioned by name only once, in Luke 3:1 stating that John the Baptist entered on his public ministry in the fifteenth year of his reign. Many references to Caesar (or the emperor in some other translations), without further specification refer to Tiberius. Similarly, the "Tribute Penny" referred to in Matthew 22:19 and Mark 12:15 would in all likelihood be the silver denarius coin of Tiberius.  Pontius Pilate was dismissed in 36ad, ordered back to Rome to answer accusations of murder by the Samaritan Senate and the Jews, and the Jewish historian Josephus notes that it was while Pilate was en route to Rome that Tiberius died; in the year 37.  
CALIGULA – Roman emperor [37‑41ad].  Vicious, and mentally unstable, Caligula terrorised those around him.  He changed his title, from “Princeps” (the inoffensive concept of Augustus meaning ‘the first among equals’ or ‘first citizen’) to a Hellenistic form - ‘the divine monarch’, ‘the Caesar‑god’.  Veneration of the emperor as divine was then required, as Caligula thought of himself as Alexander, Caesar and God.  

In the year 39, Caligula ordered his statue to be erected in the Temple in Jerusalem.  This was to be carried out by Petronius, who had succeeded Vitellius as legate of Syria, with as many troops as necessary to accomplish it in the event of the Jews trying to stop this happening.  It caused such a stir amongst the Jews that proceedings were slowed and the statue was still not dedicated in the year 41.  Tens of thousands of Jews staged a protest, and prostrating themselves they bared their necks for the sword rather than break the commands of God and see the Temple defiled.  Petronius, unwilling to shed so much blood encouraged them to go back to ploughing their fields as it was his intention to do all in his power to assist their plight; he would write to the emperor informing him of their resolution.  Caligula sent a letter back ordering Petronius to take his own life for his insolence.  This letter was aboard a slow ship and another letter informing Petronius of Caligula’s death arrived before it, and so Petronius was spared.   

Caligula was assassinated by his Praetorian Guards, and Claudius took his place.  From the fact that he wished his statue to be worshipped in the Jewish Temple he could therefore be considered as a type of Antichrist.  Divine intervention prohibited the fulfilment of the prophecy of the Abomination of Desolation at this time. 



	38
	PHILIP – second on the list of deacons.  This was not the Apostle Philip, since the seven deacons were ordained by the 12 Apostles so they themselves were free to devote their time to prayer and teaching - Acts 6:2-4.  Philip, like Stephen had the gift of evangelism, which was endorsed by many categories of miraculous healing.  He was used mightily by the Lord in spreading the gospel to the Samaritans and the Ethiopians.  

SAMARIA AND ETHIOPIA – In Samaria, there was such a response to Philip from the people turning to Christ that the whole city was filled with joy.  Then, the angel of the Lord instructed Philip to go to the region of Gaza so that he could witness to one person only, who however, would then take the gospel to Africa.  This man was a distinguished eunuch from the court of Ethiopia’s Queen, who had come to Jerusalem to worship, and would be the first son of Ham to be converted to Christianity.  Both accounts are told in Acts 8.

Philip became known as “the evangelist” and had a home in Caesarea with four unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy (Acts 21:8-9).

Samaria – north of Judea and south of Galilee.  Samaritans were a mixed race, comprising Jews who were the remnants of the Northern Tribes of Israel left in the land after the bulk were deported into captivity, and Gentiles of a mixed race group brought in by the Assyrian conquerors to repopulate the land (711bc).  Hostilities over the centuries between Jews and Samaritans are well recorded, with each group hating the other, both considering themselves superior.  Ethiopia – the Greek name given to the Hebrew name Cush.  Ethiopia of the Bible is the land in Africa now known as Nubia, and the Sudan.
MARULLUS – made procurator of Judea by Caligula, until 41ad.

STACHYS – Bishop of Byzantium [38-54] said to have been closely associated with the Apostle Andrew who Origen stated evangelised in this area and set up Stachys as the first bishop here. It is not clear if this is the same one who is referred to in Romans 16:9. 

	39
	HEROD ANTIPAS – Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, son of Herod the Great.  In the year 39, Caligula banished Antipas to Gaul and added his dominions, Galilee and Perea, to those of Antipas' nephew Herod Agrippa, and also gave Agrippa the title of king - Herod Agrippa I.  The banished Herod Antipas was the one who’d had John the Baptist beheaded, our Lord referred to as “that fox”, and to whom Pilate had sent our Lord for judgement – Mark 6:14-28, Luke 13:32, Luke 23:7-12.

HEROD AGRIPPA I – He was descended on his grandmother’s side (Mariamne) from the Hasmonean Jewish family (the Maccabees).  His grandfather was Herod the Great, an Edomite.  Agrippa had grown up in the imperial courts of Augustus and Tiberius, having been sent to Rome when aged three for his safety and education after the murder of his father Aristobulus.  He left Rome when he was 33 years of age and settled in Beersheba but returned again 13 years later.  There had been a long friendship between Agrippa and Caligula even though Agrippa was nearly twice Caligula's age.  In the year 37 he was made king of the territories his uncle Philip had held (east of Galilee, Lebanon, and southern Syria) and adjoining regions, and then given (Galilee and Perea) the territories of his banished Uncle Antipas in 39.  To ingratiate himself with the Jews Agrippa carefully observed all the Pharisaic traditions, offered many sacrifices and conformed to Mosaic ritual. 

	40
	CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS – Cornelius was a Roman centurion at the garrison of Caesarea.  He was in command of about 600 men belonging to the Italian regiment (therefore had the equivalent rank of a Lt Colonel). He was a Gentile, known to worship the God of Israel, and well respected by all the Jews; a man of prayer, just, and generous to the poor. (Acts 10:1-2)

At this time, the Apostle Peter had been visiting various new churches in all parts of the country, and while visiting the brethren in the town of Lydda, had, through the power of the Holy Spirit, healed Aeneas, who had been paralysed for 8 years, and then raised Dorcus (Tabitha) from the dead in the nearby fishing village of Joppa.  These miracles had caused many in the whole region of the plain of Sharon to turn to the Lord.  

While staying in Joppa with Simon who was a tanner by trade, Peter was given a vision of various living things, all of which he recognised as “unclean” and kept on refusing to eat, but was told by the Lord, “What God had cleansed you must not call common”.  

The day before Peter’s vision, Cornelius in Caesarea had also been given a vision from the Lord, and in obedience to the Lord’s commands had sent for Peter, his men arriving at Simon’s house in Joppa about 55 kilometres south at the very moment Peter was still wondering about the vision he’d just had.  

Waiting for Peter at the house of Cornelius were many Gentiles, all eager to “hear the things God has commanded”.  Peter delivered the message of Christ, opening the door of the kingdom of heaven to them, and the Jews who had travelled to Caesarea with him were astonished when they witnessed the same “pouring out of the Spirit” on these Gentiles, even as “Peter was still speaking”.  (Acts 9:32-10:48)

LYDDA is now a village called Lod and is eight kilometres from the David Ben Gurion International Airport of Tel Aviv.  JOPPA is Jaffa, the southern suburb of Tel Aviv on the Mediterranean coast.  

CAESAREA – Built by Herod the Great over the period from 22-10bc at the site of an ancient Phoenician settlement called Strato’s Tower, and named in honour of Emperor Augustus Caesar.  Caesarea, about 85 kilometres northwest of Jerusalem, became the Roman administrative capital of the province of Judea in ad6.  It was known as Caesarea Maritima and later Caesarea Palaestina to distinguish between the different cities of the same name, Caesarea Philippi, Ceasarea in Cappadocia, and there was also Neocaesarea in Pontus.  Caesarea Maritima was not rebuilt after its destruction by Muslims in the thirteenth century.  Today it is called Horbat Qesari “Ruins of Caesarea”, and parts of Herod’s famous artificial harbour can still be seen on Israel’s Mediterranean coast 40 kilometres south of Haifa.  Excavation work has gone on since 1950, and many ruins can be seen at the site, but the large amphitheatre is still beneath the ground and seen only by infrared photography.  The find in 1961 that is of particular interest to us is the inscription stone found in the Roman semi-circular theatre with the name of Pontius Pilate carved in Latin. 


41 – 50 ad

	41
	CLAUDIUS I – Roman emperor [41‑54ad].  He returned to the traditions of Augustus, by publishing edicts, stating that “the nation of Jews be not deprived of their rights and privileges on account of the madness of Gaius” (Caligula), that they may continue “to keep their ancient customs without being hindered so to do”, and, “I think it also very just that no Grecian city should be deprived of such rights and privileges, since they were preserved to them under the great Augustus.”  Then to both Jews and Greeks, “I do charge them also to use this my kindness to them with moderation, and not to shew a contempt of the superstitious observances of other nations, but to keep their own laws only” (quotations in Josephus).

An edict in 49ad by Claudius expelled Jewish residents from Rome including Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:2), and the Roman historian and biographer Suetonius in giving the reason, states, “Because the Jews of Rome caused continuous disturbances on account of Chrestus”.  This refers to Christ and is a mispronunciation.  Much later, Tertullian (second and early third century theologian from Carthage) wrote a defence of Christianity to ‘Rulers of the Roman Empire’ and referred to this mispronunciation by the Romans because they also mispronounced the word Christians and said Chrestianus instead of Christianus.  He wrote “… it is wrongly pronounced by you ‘Chrestianus’” and added, “for you do not even know accurately the name you hate.”  

The famine predicted by the prophet Agabus (Acts 11:28), happened while Claudius was emperor.

HEROD AGRIPPA I had additional territory bestowed on him by Claudius (besides those that had been added to him, along with the title of king, by Caligula), and with his dominion now the same as his grandfather Herod the Greats had been, he became king also of Judea and Samaria (Acts 12:1), thus the land of Israel returned to the Herodian dynasty.  

CUSPIUS FADUS – made procurator of Judea by Claudius, until 46ad.

	42
	THE GOSPEL IS SPREAD FURTHER by “those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen”, north to the area of Phoenicia (narrow strip of coastline in northern Palestine), west to the island of Cyprus, and further north to the large city of Antioch in Syria, where some preached to Jews only, but men from Cyprus and Cyrene (a north African city) preached the Lord Jesus to Greeks, and a great number of these Gentiles believed and turned to the Lord (Acts 11:19-21) which made very big news.

BARNABAS – When the Jerusalem church heard of the activities in Antioch they sent Barnabas to investigate.  He was a Levite from the island of Cyprus with relatives in Jerusalem; a believer of good character who lived out his faith.  He is first mentioned in Acts 4:36-37 as Joseph, the property owner who sold land to give the proceeds to the Jerusalem church for the poor amongst them.  The apostles had given him the name of Barnabas – “son of encouragement”.  (Acts 11:22, 24;  Colossians 4:10)

THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH (SYRIA) – Barnabas rejoiced at what he found there, encouraged them to continue, and immediately “departed for Tarsus to seek SAUL.  And when he had found him he brought him to Antioch.”  For a whole year Barnabas and Saul taught the large congregation at Antioch, and it was here that the disciples were first called CHRISTIANS (Acts 11:23-26).

Writing about this matter of being first called Christians at Antioch, Harold L Willmington says, “This refers to a practice with which the nimble wits of Antioch prided themselves.  They are known to have coined words to describe persons and events.  Perhaps as a derogatory term originally, Antiochenes called those who had claimed Jesus as Messiah the “Christ-ones.””  The name is used three times in the New Testament: by Luke in giving its origin (Acts 11:26), Herod Agrippa II addressing Paul (Acts 26:28), and by Peter, who tells believers not to be ashamed of it (1Peter 4:16).

ANTIOCH, SYRIA – Situated on the river Orontes, 24 km from the Mediterranean, Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman world (after Rome and Alexandria), and the capital of the Roman province of Syria.  It had been built around 300bc by the Syrian ruler Seleucus I “Nicator” (one of the four generals who inherited Alexander’s empire), and was named after his father Antiochus.  Today (situated in Turkey), it is a poor town of a few thousand people called Antakya.

	43
	MARK I the Evangelist Patriarch of Alexandria [43-61] see 61 Mark was born in Cyrene of Pentapolis.  At a young age he went to live in Jerusalem. He was a nephew of the Barnabas whom he followed together with Paul on their first Missionary journey (Acts 13:4-5). In Asia Minor he was confronted by the angry mob of citizens of Perges which forced him to return to Jerusalem. Because of this, Paul refused to allow Mark to participate in the work of the Gospel, and so Barnabas, accompanied by Mark, went to Cyprus where he preached the Christian faith and established the island’s Church. Some then years later, as is mentioned in Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians (Colossians 4:10) Mark went to Rome with the Peter. According to Church tradition Mark arrived in Alexandria around 40 AD where he preached Christianity and established the Alexandrian Church of which he was the first Bishop. On the day of Pascha during which the pagans celebrated the Feast of Serapidos, Mark was arrested while conducting a service and was imprisoned. The next day he was dragged through the streets of Alexandria by the crowd and died as a Martyr. He was buried by the Christians of the city in the area of Bucolus where the beautiful church in his memory was later erected.  In the 9th century, Venetian traders took his holy relics to Venice where they are housed in the Cathedral of St Mark. 


	44
	MARTYRDOM OF JAMES; IMPRISONMENT OF PETER – It has been eight years since Stephen’s death and the persecution that followed, and now Herod Agrippa I in order to further conciliate the Jews begins a new assault, “stretching out his hand to vex certain of the church”.  He put the Apostle James (son of Zebedee) to death by the sword and “because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to take Peter also”.  Peter would have been killed as well if he had not been miraculously delivered from prison “by the angel of the Lord”.  Agrippa had all of the soldiers who were on guard put to death.  (Acts 12:1-19)

Eusebius writes of an account he first read in the works of Clement of Alexandria, concerning James, in which the officer, who was commissioned to guard him when he went on trial, was so impressed with the apostle’s witness, that before James was martyred, this officer confessed Christ as Saviour and was beheaded with the apostle.  

DEATH OF HEROD AGRIPPA I – A short time after the martyrdom of James, while Herod Agrippa was in Caesarea sitting on the judgement seat in a royal robe of silver, the people saluted him as a god, whereupon he was suddenly smitten with a terrible disease, and in violent pain had to be carried into the palace, dying five days later after ruling little more than three years.  Herod Agrippa did not deny he was a god and Luke tells us “Immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms and gave up the ghost.” (Acts 12:20-23)

	45
	FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF BARNABAS AND SAUL – commenced at Antioch (Syria).  During a time of fasting and prayer by the teachers and prophets of the church at Antioch, it was revealed by the Holy Spirit that Barnabas and Saul should be sent out for a special work, a work which marked the beginning of a series of great missionary journeys throughout the Roman Empire.    

Barnabas and Saul took John Mark with them as their helper (Acts 13:5).  (John Mark was the nephew of Barnabas - Colossians 4:10, whom they had brought to Antioch from Jerusalem after they had delivered a famine relief gift there (Acts 11:29-30, 12:25).

From Antioch the three proceeded to the large port of Seleucia - known as “Seleucia by the sea”, situated 8 kilometres north of the mouth of the Orontes, and sailed 108 nautical miles (200km) across the Mediterranean Sea to the island of Cyprus (where Barnabas was born), landing at Salamis a populous maritime port.

CYPRUS – The missionaries preached in the synagogues of Salamis and after traversing the island in a westerly direction, reached the capital Paphos.  (Acts 13:4-5)

At Paphos, SERGIUS PAULUS, the Roman proconsul of Cyprus, wanted to hear the word of God and sent for Barnabas and Saul.  One of the proconsul’s advisors was at the meeting; a magician (of the Magi) and false prophet who acquired his income from fraud; he was Jewish but used the Arabic name, Elymas.  Seeing the proconsul’s interest in “the faith”, Elymas argued fiercely against Barnabas and Saul, trying to turn him away, but Saul looked him in the eye and told him he was “full of deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness”, and that he would be struck blind for a time for his perversion of the truth, which is exactly what happened.  Sergius Paulus was converted this day, “being astonished at the teaching of the Lord”.  (Acts 13:6-12)

SAUL OF TARSUS IS KNOWN AS PAUL, his Roman name, from this point on (Acts 13:9).

Paul and his companions then sailed from Paphos across the Mediterranean to the southern shore of Asia Minor and landed at Perga in the coastal district of Pamphylia.  Pamphylia bordered Paul’s homeland of Cilicia, and was one of the countries from where Jews came to Jerusalem to the feast of Pentecost - Acts 2:10.
PERGA was the ancient port of Pamphylia, on the river Cestrus about 11 kilometres up river.  Paul became ill at some stage during this missionary journey (Galatians 4:13) and it is possible that it may have been in this area, which is low-lying and where malaria was common.    There is no mention of preaching in Perga at this time.  Here John Mark left the group and returned home to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13) while Paul and Barnabas crossed the Taurus mountain range to Antioch of Pisidia. This Antioch was also built around 300 bc by Seleucus I Nicator, and named after his son, Antiochus.

ANTIOCH OF PISIDIA – A flourishing commercial town in the province of Galatia and situated on the great road from Ephesus to Asia. It was the principle road of three great trade routes.  Antioch was a Roman colony, which at this time, endowed them with the privileges and rights of Rome.  Colonies were virtually garrison towns governed by Roman laws.  Antioch had been made a colony by Augustus not long after 25bc.  The ruins of Antioch of Pisidia are near the town of Yalvac, Turkey.
Paul and Barnabas attended the synagogue on the first Sabbath and were invited to speak, whereupon Paul preached his first recorded sermon to the Jews (Acts 13:16‑41).  On the next Sabbath he preached to the Gentiles who had begged him for the same message, and practically the whole city turned out to hear Paul (Acts 13:42-44).  The central theme of his good news message was God’s victory in the resurrection of Jesus Christ which Paul pointed out, had been prophesied, and by whom, all who believe are justified.  He also pointed out that the bad news had been prophesied as well: the despisers of this message would perish.

Many of the Jews, proselytes and Gentiles accepted the message with joy and were filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:52), but the majority of the Jews “were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul”.  In view of this predominant rejection by his Jewish listeners, Paul reminded them that even though it was the chosen people’s privilege that the word of God should be spoken to them first, salvation had always been extended to the Gentiles, and then went on to say, “we turn to the Gentiles”, “since you judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life”.  (Acts 13:45-48)

The Jewish leaders, who were concerned at the way the gospel was spreading throughout their region, instigated a persecution by stirring up the men and women with influential standing in the city, with the result that Paul and Barnabas were expelled.  When they left the city they implemented a very Jewish custom; the one in which our Lord had instructed the disciples, saying, “And whoever will not receive you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against them.”  (Acts 13:51; Luke 9:5)

ICONIUM – Having been driven out of Antioch by the rulers, they followed the great road to the city of Iconium (Acts 13:51), situated on the tableland of Lycaonia in the province of Galatia; the city was still predominantly Greek.  Iconium is about 152 kilometres from the Mediterranean coast.  Today, it is the city of Konya, Turkey.
Following the same pattern, Paul and Barnabas went first “to the synagogue of the Jews“, where a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed, and this flowed on to the other pattern beginning to emerge, of the unbelieving Jews “stirring up the Gentiles and poisoning their minds”.  The missionaries therefore stayed teaching in Iconium a long time, with their ministry accompanied by miracles (Acts 14:1-3).

The hostile Jews succeeded at length to incite a factious mob of Jews and Gentiles to riot, and an attempt was made to stone Paul and Barnabas.  However, they escaped to the small rural town of Lystra, 38 kilometres south of Iconium, then went 32 kilometres east to Derbe, as well as other areas in the region of Lycaonia, and preached the gospel in all of these places (Acts 14:4-7,20).  

LYSTRA (another Roman colony see also 49) – There is no mention in Acts of a synagogue here, only a temple to Zeus at its front gate and a priest of Zeus.  However, a crowd gathered to hear the visiting missionaries.  While Paul was preaching the gospel, he was moved to apply his healing gift by the faith of a crippled man who had never walked, and the man began leaping and walking.  Then, all the people who witnessed this, taking them for the gods Zeus (Jupiter) and Hermes (Mercury), were on the point of offering sacrifice to them, when Paul prevented them, and by argument drawn from natural religion prepared their minds to receive the Christian faith (Acts 14:8-18).  Only a few of the people became believers on this day (Acts 14:20), but it is of interest to note that among the new disciples were Timothy and his mother (16:1-3).

Soon however, influenced by the hostile Jews who arrived from Antioch and Iconium, the rest of the people stoned Paul, and dragged his body outside the town.  The disciples gathered around Paul’s body, and when he miraculously rose up, he first went back into the town then departed with Barnabas the next day, to Derbe.  (Acts 14:19-20)

DERBE was a small town away from the high road, near the famous mountain pass called the “Cilician Gates".  Here, free from trouble, they preached the word and there were many converts.

From Derbe they returned to their missionary base via the same route, through Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia.  Follow-up teaching was carried out at each place, with elders now being ordained in every church (Acts 14:21-23).

PERGA – On their return through Perga they did preach the word this time, and then travelled 25 kilometres to Attalia, a fine port (modern Antalya, Turkey) from where they sailed back to home base in Antioch, Syria.  (Acts 14:24-25)

BACK AT ANTIOCH (SYRIA) – Here they gave a report of their completed work to a full assembly of the church and stayed there for some time (Acts 14:27‑28).  It is now 46ad.  

	46
	THE EPISTLE OF JAMES – It is considered by its content to be the first book penned of the New Testament. The human author of the letter was James "the Just", half brother of our Lord, and mentioned (by Paul) along with Peter and John as a pillar of the church at Jerusalem – Galatians 2:9.  It was written to Jewish believers everywhere exhorting them to put their Christianity into practise.  

TIBERIUS ALEXANDER – made procurator of Judea by Claudius, until 48ad.

	47
	PETER AT ANTIOCH – Some time prior to the writing of Galatians Peter had come to Antioch and spent time with the Christians.  At the time, Jewish and Gentile believers, including Peter, ate at the same table.  That is until legalists came who were from the Jerusalem church, whereupon Peter, “fearing them which were of the circumcision” left that table and transferred to their ‘kosher’ table, and Barnabas and other Jewish believers went with him.  Paul says he publicly reprimanded Peter to his face over this inconsistent behaviour because he was guilty of compromising conduct by which he was obliging the Gentiles to ‘Judaise’, i.e. to adopt Jewish customs and observe Jewish statutes: “Why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?” Galatians 2:11‑16.

	48
	VENTIDIUS CUMANUS – made procurator of Judea by Claudius, until 52ad, when he was banished by the emperor over an incident between Jews and Samaritans.

THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS – written by Paul to the churches he had established in southern Galatia on his first missionary journey, saying he was staggered that they could be so soon misled by the false teaching of some of the Judaisers, into believing that salvation was by a mixture of the law and faith, and that the believer is made perfect by keeping the law.  

THE JUDAISERS COME TO ANTIOCH – Acts 15:1; Judaisers were Jewish believers from the sect of the Pharisees [v5].  They tried to force the Gentile Christians to conform to Jewish practices, and some of them went so far as to suggest that Gentiles couldn’t be saved unless they changed to Judaism.  When these Jewish believers arrived from Judea and began teaching their legalistic ideas to the church at Antioch, they met with fierce opposition from Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:2).

This then, was the topic that began church councils, and shortly the issue would be settled at the first council, the Apostolic Council of Jerusalem – Acts 15: 6‑12; 23‑29.  Later we find some of the Judaisers in Galatia and Colossae turning away from this type of legalism on the basis of Paul's letter to the Galatians.

	49


	APOSTOLIC COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM – Acts 15: 6‑29.  The conference that dealt with the question of the requirement for Gentile salvation, and the outcome was that God had made no distinction between Jews and Gentiles, “purifying their hearts by faith” and “giving them the Holy Spirit” as He had to the Jews.

Leading up to the council, the assembly at Antioch had decided to send Paul and Barnabas, with others from the congregation (“certain others” included Titus – Galatians 2:3), to Jerusalem, to see the apostles and elders of the church about the issue that had caused such serious strife (Acts 15:1-2).  The group arrived in Jerusalem and reported in detail all that had been accomplished through them, describing the conversion of the Gentiles, just as they had to all the brethren as they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria on their way.  But some believers who were of the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses” (Acts 15:3-5).  And so, “the apostles and elders came together to consider this matter” (v6). 

After much discussion back and forth, Peter stood up and made it clear that God himself had already spoken clearly in this matter, saving the members of Cornelius’ house and “giving them the Holy Spirit just as He did to us”.  In other words, the Gentiles didn’t need the things the Pharisee group were asking for, because God had acknowledged them, “making no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith”.  (Acts 15:7-11)

Then Paul and Barnabas stood up to speak, and fully reported the evidence they had seen to back up Peter’s comments.  Their account of the miraculous signs and wonders was a testimony to God’s seal upon their work among the Gentiles.  (Acts 15:12)

Last of all, James, the leader of the Jerusalem church spoke.  He first of all covered prophetic teaching that lined up with Paul, Barnabas and Peter’s experience, and then gave his judgement.  He was clear and uncomplicated; they were all to stop irritating and causing distress to those whom the Lord had accepted (Acts 15:13-21), and a letter was written to this effect (Acts 15:22-29), which brought great joy and encouragement to the church at Antioch when it arrived (v31).

Also in the letter, the Jerusalem council identified some things that Gentile believers were to avoid for they are not only identified as evil in God’s Word, but a significant reason for the ban on these things is given in verse 21, that it is for the purpose of evangelism amongst the Jewish unbelievers; i.e. the need of being sensitive to the customs of different cultures when evangelising.

	
	PAUL’S SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY – commenced at Antioch (Syria).  Paul and Barnabas were still at Antioch teaching and preaching, when Paul suggested that they revisit the Christians in the churches they had founded.  Barnabas agreed and wished to take John Mark again, but Paul strongly objected, with the result that Barnabas and his nephew sailed to Cyprus, while Paul set out with Silas – Acts 15:35-40.  

SILAS – one of the leaders of the Jerusalem church who had been sent to accompany Paul and Barnabas back to Antioch after the Jerusalem Council – Acts 15:22.  He is also referred to as Silvanus, his Roman name, in Paul’s letters as well as Peter’s (2Corinthians 1:19; 1Thessalonians 1:1; 2Thessalonians 1:1; 1Peter 5:12).  Silas, like Paul, was a Roman citizen (Acts 16: 37).  He was the scribe for Peter’s first letter (1Peter 5:12).  

SYRIA AND CILICIA – Paul and Silas, having been sent out by the church at Antioch, travelled through Syria and Cilicia, teaching the churches in these regions (Acts 15:40-41).  

DERBE AND LYSTRA – PHRYGIA AND GALATIA – They proceeded probably past Tarsus to Derbe and Lystra where Paul had been stoned to death during the first mission (Acts14:19) and Paul met up with Timothy again, who had become a disciple on the previous visit (Acts 16:1; 2 Timothy 1:5), and was now “well spoken of by the brethren at Lystra and Iconium” – Acts 16:2.  After circumcising Timothy (vs3) for cultural reasons, Paul took him with them, travelling on through Phrygia and Galatia.  

As they went through the cities, they delivered the decrees of the Council of Jerusalem, and strengthened the churches, which were growing in number daily.  (Acts 16:4-6)

FORBIDDEN TO PREACH IN ASIA AND BITHYNYA – Having been warned by Divine guidance not to preach in the province of Asia (where the most important city was Ephesus, and much will be done there later but not at this point), they made their way north to the region of Mysia, and then headed north east toward Bithynia but were again forbidden by God to proceed.  (Acts 16:6-7)  Therefore, they made their way to Troas.

PAUL’S VISION IN TROAS – Alexandria Troas was a Roman colony on the north west coast of Asia Minor, a few hundred metres from ancient Troy.  It was here that Luke joined Paul, Silas and Timothy; his narrative in Acts changing from “they” to “we” – v10.  In Troas, Paul saw a vision in the night of a man of Macedonia pleading and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us”.  He shared his vision with the group and they sought to leave by the next available ship for Europe.  (Acts 16:8-10)

ARRIVAL IN EUROPE – Sailing from Troas across the Aegean Sea, they stayed overnight on the island of Samothrace and landed in Europe the next day at Neapolis, a seaport of the Roman province of Thrace.  They walked about 16 kilometres west across the Pharsalian plain to Philippi, in the province of Macedonia.  

PHILIPPI – Around 357bc, Alexander the Greats father, Philip, had conquered this area and rebuilt the small village of Crenides, naming it after himself.  When Paul and his team arrived, Philippi had become a Roman colony, established by Emperor Augustus.  (Acts 16:11-12)

As there was no synagogue in Philippi they looked around and found a group of Jews and proselytes who met for prayer outside the city on the banks of the river Gangites, and joined them on the Sabbath day.  

LYDIA – The group who met by the riverside were women, and one of them, called Lydia, was a business woman in Philippi who sold purple cloth; she was from the clothing and textile town of Thyatira, in the Roman province of Asia (in Asia Minor).  Lydia was the first person in Europe to be converted; then her whole household too, and they were all baptised.  (Acts 16:13-15)

DEMON CAST OUT – A slave girl, indwelt by the demon called Pythonos, kept following Paul around and chanting as he preached the gospel.  Eventually, being grieved for her, Paul expelled the demon in the name of Jesus Christ, setting her free, but as a result of the miracle, she could no longer bring in money for her owners with her “soothsaying”, which upset them to say the least.  Her masters seized Paul and Silas, and dragged them before the magistrate, accusing them of “being Jews”, and virtual anarchists.  The mob that had gathered joined in at this point with a near riot.  Paul and Silas had their clothes ripped off by the authorities and they were scourged and imprisoned to await the final verdict in the morning.  (Acts 16:16-24)

PHILIPPIAN JAILER CONVERTED – At midnight, Paul and Silas having been beaten to the point of collapse, and now with open wounds and in stocks in a rat infested inner prison, were singing and praying while the other prisoners listened.  Suddenly there was an earthquake so great that it shook the foundations of the prison, the cell doors opened and everyone’s chains shook loose from the walls.  The jailer, when he saw the open doors assumed the prisoners had fled and was about to fall on his sword but was stopped by Paul who shouted, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here”.  (Acts 16:25-28)

The whole affair overwhelmed the jailer; he trembled at the awesome power of the God of the Jews.  He fell at their feet and asked the most important question of his life, “What must I do to be saved”.  The Philippian jailer, his family and his household, were all converted and baptised that night.  And the city officials, terribly alarmed upon learning they had disgracefully abused Roman citizens, bowed and scraped their way out of it. (Acts 16:29-39)

THESSALONICA – Leaving Luke at Philippi, Paul, Silas and Timothy travelled south west for about 100 kilometres along the famous Roman highway, the Egnatian Way, passing through the large cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia to Thessalonica.  They were now in Greece proper.  Thessalonica was the chief city and capital of Macedonia, and had a magnificent harbour.  The city also had a synagogue of the Jews (Acts 17:1).  It seems they were in Thessalonica for some time; Paul makes reference to working there in 1Thessalonians 2:9, probably at tent-making, and the church at Philippi twice sent monetary support – Philippians 4:16.

As was his custom, Paul preached the gospel first to the Jews, and was able to speak in the synagogue for three Sabbaths, before envy became an issue again.  In his messages he presented prophecies from the Scriptures that related to the Messiah – His death and resurrection, in order to prove to them that “this Jesus, whom I preach to you, is the Christ (Messiah)”.  The result was significant, with some of the Jews, a number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women, believing.  (Acts 17:2-4)

His enemies however, the unbelieving Jews, used the marketplace riff-raff to create a huge riot in the city.  They attacked the house of Jason where Paul was lodging, and not finding him there, dragged Jason (and other brethren) off to the authorities, saying they were harbouring those who “defy the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king – Jesus”.  (Acts 17:5-9)  

They succeeded in driving Paul out of Thessalonica, but the gospel had been established and the newly founded church group smuggled the missionaries out of town and sent them to Berea.  (Acts 17: 10)

BEREA – This town, about 80 kilometres south west of Thessalonica, wasn’t on the Egnatian Way; it was situated in the foothills north of the Olympian Range.  As soon as they arrived, they went straight to the synagogue.  In Berea, the gospel was eagerly received and believed by both Jews and Greeks, but Paul’s enemies, dogging his footsteps, arrived from Thessalonica and made it impossible for him to stay.  (Acts 17:10-13)

ATHENS – Paul was escorted all the way to Athens by the Berean believers, while Silas and Timothy stayed behind in Berea waiting for instructions about where to join him, which would come via his escorts upon their return (Acts 17:14-15).  

Athens, in the Roman province of Achaia with its landmark Acropolis was no longer the city of commercial or political influence that it had once been, but it did have the most sort after university in the Greek world, and was still the famous philosophical centre it had always been.  

While Paul waited for the team to join him in Athens, he was disturbed to the point of grief as he walked around and saw how the city was “given over to idols”.  Therefore he took every available opportunity to reason with anyone who would listen, and in a city that loved discussions and debate, there were many, with Jews in the Synagogue and Gentiles in the open marketplace. (Acts 17:16-17)

Representatives from both Epicurean and Stoic philosophy, the two dominant schools, encountered Paul, with one group trying to put him down, calling him a “babbler”, and the other deciding he should be brought before the Areopagus (the Athenian council at Mars Hill) and given the opportunity to explain his teaching more clearly, because he seemed to be proclaiming a new belief with two gods, called “Jesus” and “Resurrection”.  (Acts 17:18-21)

MARS HILL – From the view on Mars Hill, Paul was surrounded by many temples, numerous idols and statues, including he had noted, an altar with the inscription TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.  Using these immediate surroundings as a starting point for his address Paul mentioned their preoccupation with religion, and then told them he was here to bring them knowledge of the one God they admit they did not know – the creator, who is the saviour and judge of the world (Acts 17:22-31).  C.I. Scofield says, “Paul’s sermon contains a most remarkable refutation of the specific views of both of these schools (of philosophy), which were extremely widespread in the apostolic world.”

There were a few in Athens who joined Paul and were saved; among them was one of the council – Dionysius the Areopagite (Acts 17:32-34).  After his time here, and without Silas or Timothy, Paul moved on to Corinth (Acts 18:1, 5). 
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	HEROD AGRIPPA II – the last of the Herodian kings [50-100ad].  He was the son of Herod Agrippa I, and had been raised and educated at the imperial court in Rome where he was a childhood friend of Nero.  He was only seventeen when his father died, and it was five years later in 50ad that Claudius gave him the title and rulership as the client king of Chalcis in southern Lebanon, then, exchanged it for territory in Syria in 53ad where his capital was Caesarea Philippi (modern Banyas) at the foot of Mount Hermon.  When Nero became emperor in 54ad, he greatly extended Agrippa’s territory, and Agrippa, in honour of his friend and patron enlarged his capital and renamed it Neronias.  Because of his knowledge of Jewish tradition and law he was also given the role of governor of the Temple in Jerusalem, and had the right to appoint the high priest.  The extensions he built to his palace in Jerusalem overlooked the Temple (which angered Jewish authorities), and he held the high priests vestments in the palace to ensure there was absolute control over the Temple processes (another point of resentment).  Politically, Agrippa was staunchly Roman, but he was thoroughly Jewish in culture.  He loved the religious ceremony and was very knowledgeable, but unsaved (Acts 26:1-3, 28).


51 – 60 ad
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	CORINTH – the capital of the Roman province of Achaia in Greece.  Corinth was situated on the isthmus separating the Peloponnesian peninsular from mainland Greece (its ancient ruins are 4 kilometres from present-day Corinth), and at this time in its history was at least five times as large as Athens.  Corinth had twin ports, one on each sea front, and for the most part shipped cargo from the East across to Italy.  Cargo was unloaded in Cenchreae and the ship dragged on rollers to Lecheaum across the six kilometres of road that separated the two ports. Smaller ships were dragged across cargo and all.  It was a busy cosmopolitan city – Greeks, Roman government and military people, sailors and merchants from the entire Roman world.  The immorality of this city was infamous and led to the term ‘a Corinthian’ being used to describe dissolute behaviour.   Corinth at this time had a population of around 700,000, which included a large Jewish community.

AQUILA AND PRISCILLA – Corinth is where Paul met Aquila and his wife Priscilla, who, along with all Jews had been expelled from Rome by the edict of Claudius in the year 49, and being of the same tent-making trade he worked and lodged with them (Acts 18:1-3).  They became valued friends, great fellow-workers with Paul in his ministry, and at some stage risked their own lives that his might be saved (Romans 16:3, 4).  

THE SYNAGOGUE IN CORINTH – In the beginning Paul expounded the Scriptures in the Synagogue every Sabbath, proving that Jesus was the Saviour, and he was very successful for many Jews and Greeks were saved.  However, the Jews who didn’t believe were in strong opposition and spoke blasphemy against his message, at which point Paul “shook his clothes” (very Jewish sign of disgust) and virtually told them that if they ended up in Hell, he would be free of responsibility for he had given them the truth.  And he departed from the Synagogue.  (Acts 18:4-7)

SILAS AND TIMOTHY arrived from Macedonia just before the incident with the Jews at the Synagogue – Acts 18:5.  

THE UNBELIEVING JEWS weren’t finished yet; they had lost Crispus, the ruler of their Synagogue who “believed on the Lord with his entire household”, plus many other Corinthians; they were seething and would rise up against Paul later.  Paul must have been fearful of violence erupting again because the Lord spoke to him in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid…for I am with you…I have many people in this city.”  (Acts 18:8-10)

PAUL BROUGHT TO COURT BEFORE GALLIO – After some time, the Jews made a united attack against Paul, and dragged him before Gallio, the Roman proconsul, with the rather obscure charge of “breaking the law”.  However, just as Paul was about to speak in his defence, Gallio brought proceedings to a close.  He not only treated the accusers and their accusation with indifference, but “drove them from his judgement seat” by ordering his guards to give them a few blows to send them on their way – Acts 18:12-17.  It is of interest to note, that one of the Jewish accusers was the new ruler of the Synagogue, Sosthenes, whom the crowd of onlookers beat up when they joined the free-for-all.  He too became a believer and Paul refers to him in 1Corinthians 1:1 as “Sosthenes our brother”.  

GALLIO was born into a wealthy family in Spain and was the elder brother of Seneca who was the well known philosopher, writer of tragedy, and tutor of Nero.  Originally named Novatus, Gallio changed his name after being adopted by the wealthy senator, Junius Gallio.  He became proconsul in Corinth in 51 under Claudius and due to ill health moved to Rome where he became consul in 55 under Nero.  In 65, when Nero forced Seneca to commit suicide, Gallio also took his own life.  The archaeological discovery of the Gallio inscription at Delphi has enabled scholars to accurately date Paul’s first visit to Corinth.

HEADQUARTERS IN CORINTH – For 18 months Paul made this city his headquarters, “teaching the word of God among them.”  (Acts 18:11)

1 and 2 THESSALONIANS – written by Paul during his time in Corinth to the church he had established at Thessalonica.  Judging from the reference “we thought it good to be left in Athens alone” in 1Thessalonians 3:1-2, it seems that Silas and perhaps Timothy as well may have joined Paul for a time while he was still in Athens when it was decided that it would be of greater value for Timothy to go to Thessalonica to strengthen and comfort the new church there.  But Silas also must have subsequently left and joined Timothy because they both arrived in Corinth from Macedonia (Acts 18:5), Timothy with good news about the Thessalonian church, and Paul immediately wrote the first epistle – 1Thessalonians 3:1, 2, 6.
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	M. Antonius FELIX – made procurator of Judea by Claudius until 59ad when he was recalled to Rome by Nero after Jewish complaints.  (Paul will be brought to trial before Felix in the year 57.)
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	EUODIUS Primate of Antioch [53-68] see also 45 and 68 who is said to have followed the Apostle Peter as Primate of Antioch
PAUL LEAVES EUROPE – Eventually Paul left Corinth with Aquila and Priscilla, and sailed from its port Cenchreae to Ephesus, where he left his two companions, going on himself to Caesarea, and thence by land to Jerusalem to keep the feast of Pentecost, after which, he returned to his home church in Antioch, where he remained for some time (Acts 18:18-23).  Paul did speak at the Synagogue in Ephesus, and when pressed to stay longer, promised to return – vv19-20.
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	NERO – Roman emperor [54‑68ad].  Originally guided by his former tutor, the philosopher and senator, Seneca, as well as Burrus, Prefect of the Praetorian Guard, Nero's early years were happy ones for Rome.  He deteriorated in the early 60's, his behaviour scandalising not only the Senate and aristocracy of Rome but also the soldiers, and the public in general.  Nero turned against his mentors and killed them; he sent Burrus poison instead of cough medicine and forced Seneca to commit suicide.  He blamed Christians for the great fire in Rome in 64ad and tortured and persecuted them.  In 67ad both Peter and Paul will be martyred during his reign.
PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY – Acts 18:23ff

After some time at Antioch, Paul, accompanied by Timothy and perhaps Titus, commenced his journey by re-visiting and teaching in the churches he had founded in Galatia and Phrygia, and also exhorted the members to assist those of their brethren in Judea who were poor, due to the severe famine (1Corinthians 16:1, 2).  Eventually he arrived at Ephesus, which city then became the centre of his work for 3 years (Acts 20:31).

APOLLOS – It was while Paul was revisiting his churches in Galatia and Phrygia that a very learned man of the Scriptures arrived in Ephesus.  He was Apollos, a cultured Alexandrian Jew.  He had a most effective teaching ministry, but had not yet heard that the prophecies of John the Baptist he expounded so faithfully had already been fulfilled in Jesus.  “When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”  (Acts 18:24-26)

Soon after this, Apollos felt led to minister in the province of Achaia in Greece, and he left Ephesus with letters from the church urging the brethren there to welcome him.  The Corinthian church that Paul had planted was greatly encouraged by Apollos, “for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly”, using his excellent knowledge of the Old Testament Scriptures to prove that Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ.  (Acts 18:27-28; 1Corinthians 3:6)

EPHESUS – On the western shore of Asia Minor, Ephesus was one of the chief commercial cities of the Roman province of Asia.  The city was located near the mouth of the Cayster River, on the Aegean Sea, but with erosion and silting the ruins are now nearly ten kilometres inland.  The archaeological diggings at Ephesus are the largest in the world.  It was one of the most beautiful cities in the region; its architecture was stunning; Pliny called Ephesus ‘the Queen of Asia’.  A marble road called the Arcadian Way, lined with columns and originally with statues also, still connects the theatre to the ancient port.  The theatre held 25,000 people.  The facade of the library can still be seen; it held 200,000 volumes (200,000 hand written volumes).   This was a fabulously wealthy city.  

The ancient culture of Ephesus was centred in the Satanic worship of the sex goddess Diana (Gk. Artemis); the temple being one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  The remains of earlier temples have been found layered beneath; some scholars say the earliest is a temple to an ancient Hittite deity which would date the founding of Ephesus to 1400bc.  At around 1100bc colonists from Athens settled in the region, after which time it began to be known as Ionia, and in the eighth century bc 12 major cities formed an exclusive religious league called the Panionion, Ephesus being one of them.  In the sixth century bc, Croesus, the last king of Lydia captured Ephesus, but he in turn was defeated by Cyrus, the Persian.  It was during the sixth century that the worship of the goddess Diana surfaced in their cultural traditions.  In 412bc Ephesus sided with Sparta against Athens in the Peloponnesian War and served as a key naval base.  In 333bc the Macedonian Alexander the Great took the city and after his death and the dividing of his Greek Empire between four of his generals, one of them, Lysimachus, eventually became master of Ephesus, and thus began its Hellenistic prosperity.  Early in the second century bc, Ephesus sided with Antiochus III of Syria (from the line of another of Alexander’s generals) against Rome, but Rome conquered the Greek Empire in 68bc and following years, and Ionia became the Roman province of Asia, and eventually Ephesus took over from Pergamos as its capital.

PAUL IN EPHESUS – With the Apostle Paul’s arrival, a great spiritual awakening was about to rock this city, and its impact would be felt for centuries.  The church Paul established in Ephesus was the outstanding church of the Apostolic period; it will exemplify the New Testament church, and they will be commended by the Lord for jealously guarding the truth.  They will nevertheless be admonished for one thing when they receive their letter from the Lord in forty years time.  In their zeal for doctrine they will forget the love they have for their Saviour.

Upon his arrival, Paul found a group of the disciples of John the Baptist, whom he enlightened and rebaptised (Acts 19:1-7).  He taught in the Synagogue for three months but at length when his message of “the Way” was spoken of as “evil” by the Jews he left there, and using as his venue the school of Tyrannus, taught daily for two years in between toiling at his tentmaker trade to provide for himself and his team.  He became famous, his preaching known by virtually everyone throughout the province.  (Acts 19:8-10, 20:34).

BOOKS OF THE OCCULT BURNT – The forces of evil were a real power here in Ephesus with the city given over to workers of ‘the black art’, and it took powerful preaching and extraordinary miracles to bring enlightenment to these people.  Items of Paul’s clothing taken to sufferers delivered those indwelt by demons and healed all manner of sickness and disease.  Unbelievers who tried to imitate the power of Paul in using Jesus name came to grief against the power of Satan, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” and their lot was injury and humiliation.  This in itself was witness to the need of a personal relationship with the Lord of Glory.  “Fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.”  Then, many of those who had practised magic came together and publicly burned their books of the occult and confessed the error of their ways.  Throughout this whole region that had been steeped in pagan error there was a mighty and comprehensive “prevailing of the word of God”. (Acts 19:11-20)

ONESIMUS – Bishop of Byzantium [54-68] who succeeded Stachys [see 38].  After his period in Byzantium, Onesimus is said to have followed as bishop in Ephesus. During the Domitian persecution he was taken to Rome and martyred. Because of the date of his reign this was not the Onesimus mentioned in Paul’s epistle to Philemon. 
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	1 CORINTHIANS – The epistle was written by Paul during his time at Ephesus (1Corinthians 16:8-9) after having received a letter from them asking for answers to several questions (7:1), and also receiving word from the household of Chloe that there were contentions among them (1:11), as well as other reports of sexual immorality (5:1).  The letter was entrusted to Timothy to deliver to the church in Greece and then he was to return (4:17, 16:11).  Aquila and Priscilla were still in Ephesus when this letter was written – 16:19.  (It’s of interest to note that in 5:9 Paul mentions another letter he had written to the Corinthians prior to this one.)
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	RIOT AT EPHESUS – Demetrius, a silversmith who manufactured statues of Diana and could foresee the guild’s businesses going broke instigated a riot during the great Panionia festival.  The enraged mob dragged some of the believers to the huge theatre where they worked themselves into frenzy, chanting “Great Diana of the Ephesians” for 2 solid hours.  Typical of any hysterical mob, half of them didn’t know why they were there.  When Paul found out what was happening, he was ready to join his brethren in the arena and risk his life with theirs but others of the church begged him and were able to prevent him from going.  Eventually, the level headed chief magistrate restored order.  (Acts 19:23-41)

PAUL CONTINUES HIS THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY – Paul recognised that it was time to move on, and immediately after the uproar he took leave of the brethren (Acts 20:1), then he and his team departed with two of the brethren from Ephesus, Tychicus and Trophimus (Acts 20:4).  

Paul’s movements when he left Ephesus are very difficult to follow.  We know from Acts and his own letters that on this third mission he went to Troas (2Corinthians 2:12-13), to Philippi (Acts 20:6), encouraged the brethren throughout the region of Macedonia (Acts 20:2); he went to Greece also (v2) even penetrating as far as “the parts about Illyricum” on the eastern shore of the Adriatic Sea (Romans 15:19), and visited Corinth for a third time – 2Corinthians 13:1. When the second visit occurred is not stated but apparently it was a rather sorrowful time for Paul – 2Corinthians 2:1.  It is the sequence of events that is hard to determine.

It seems likely that from Ephesus, Paul went first to Troas, but unable to find Titus in Troas who was to bring him news of the Corinthians he became more and more concerned about the effect his letter to them might have had, and finally, when the suspense became unbearable he decided to proceed to Macedonia, probably to Philippi (2Corinthians 2:12,13; Acts 20:1), where he was at last relieved by news from Titus of the Corinthian church (2Corinthians 7:6-8).  

2 CORINTHIANS – written by Paul from MACEDONIA as a result of the news from Titus.

While Titus took this letter to Corinth (2Corinthians 8:6, 18), Paul continued his work for three months in Greece (Acts 20:2-3a) in the north including Illyricum (Romans 15:19), and with the approach of winter went south to Corinth (2Corinthians 13:1).

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS – Paul wrote the letter to the Christians in Rome during his stay in CORINTH.  Paul had been longing for many years to visit Rome, and tells them that when he has delivered the monetary gift to the saints in Jerusalem, he will see them on his way to Spain (15:23-26, 28).  Note that Aquila and Priscilla were back in Rome when Paul wrote this letter (16:3).  We know that Paul was in Corinth when he wrote Romans because he mentions Erastus in 16:23 as “the treasurer of the city”; that Corinth is that city is known from an inscription found in the ruins of Corinth in the stone pavement beside the theatre stating that it was laid by Erastus, the city treasurer, in appreciation of his election.
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	JEWS PLOT TO TAKE PAUL’S LIFE – Paul’s intention to sail to Syria (and go on to Jerusalem with the completed offering for the poor) was frustrated by a plot formed by the Jews against his life, and instead, he travelled back through Macedonia to Philippi.  Here, he kept the ‘feast of unleavened bread’ with Luke, while the rest of his team sailed to Troas.  (Acts 20:3-6)

After ‘Unleavened Bread’, they too set sail from Philippi, taking five days to reach Troas, where they joined the rest of the team, and stayed for 7 days (Acts 20:6).  

EUTYCHUS RESTORED TO LIFE IN TROAS – Here, on Sunday (the last day of their stay), Paul preached in the upper room on the third floor very late into the night.  Eutychus went to sleep during the message and fell from the window to the street below where he was miraculously raised from the dead by Paul.  Amidst great joy they celebrated communion and Paul continued his message until dawn.  (Acts 20:7-12)

Paul then walked the 22 kilometres to meet his friends who had gone on ahead by ship around the cape at Assos, the seaport of Mysia, where he joined them onboard.  They sailed to Miletus, briefly calling at Mitylene (the capital of the island of Lesbos) and the island of Samos en route.  (Acts 20:13-15)

AT MILETUS, Paul summoned the elders of Ephesus (which was 45 kilometres north), to take his leave of them and commend them to God.  He reviewed the past three years, told them he felt compelled to go to Jerusalem, reminded them that he had taught them the whole realm of Bible doctrine, exhorted them to tend the flock committed to their charge, and amid tears farewelled them all.  (Acts 20:17-38)

From Miletus, they sailed first to Patara, where they changed ships, before sailing across the Mediterranean Sea, past the island of Cyprus, to Tyre (Acts 21:1‑3).

TYRE – Phoenician city on the Mediterranean coast (north west of Galilee) in the province of Syria.  First mentioned in Scripture as part of the inheritance of Asher (Joshua 19:29), Tyre was the city whose pride drew against itself some of the strongest prophetic denunciations in Scripture and whose king was used as a Type to describe Satan, in his unfallen state, his fall, and judgement (Ezekiel 28:12-19).  Originally the city had two sections, one on the mainland and the other 800 metres offshore on an island, where the majority of the population lived behind heavy fortifications.  In 332bc Alexander the Great conquered Tyre, first destroying the mainland section then used the rubble to build a huge causeway to the island (prophesied two and a half centuries earlier in Ezekiel 26:12, 27:27,32) which, over time has become a peninsular.  By New Testament times Tyre had become an important centre once again.  Our Lord withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon to seek seclusion for a time (Mark 7:24).  Excavations in Lebanon have uncovered parts of the city of Greco-Roman and later times, but ancient Phoenician Tyre lies beneath the modern town of Sur (or Tyre), 19 kilometres north of the border with Israel.
AT TYRE, Paul and his team found the Christians and were able to stay with them for seven days while the ship’s cargo was unloaded.  On the day the ship was departing for Ptolemais, the entire church including the wives and children, accompanied them out of the city to the beach where they all knelt and prayed.  (Acts 21:4-7)

PTOLEMAIS was the ancient port city of Acco, which, before the time of Christ had been rebuilt and renamed.  (In the thirteenth century, the Crusaders will call it Acre.)  The travelling group stayed with the brethren in Ptolemais for a day and then set out on foot for Caesarea.  (Acts 21:7-8)

AT CAESAREA – Paul and the team stayed “many days” in the home of Philip the Evangelist.  Philip was one of the original seven deacons of the Jerusalem church who had taken the gospel to the Samaritans and the Ethiopian eunuch.  It was here at Caesarea that the prophet AGABUS bound his own hands and feet with Paul's belt, signifying the forthcoming imprisonment of Paul, and Luke and the rest of the group pleaded with him not to go to Jerusalem.  Paul however, with the team, set out by land in the company of some of the believers from Caesarea, as well as Mnason of Cyprus, with whom they were to lodge in Jerusalem.  (Acts 21:8-16)

PAUL’S ARREST IN JERUSALEM – When the missionaries arrived in Jerusalem they were received by a full assembly of apostles and elders who encouraged Paul to take a Nazarite vow, which included a sacrifice in the Temple in order to placate the religious Jews and show himself as an observer of the Jewish law (Acts21:17‑25).

Paul, having taken the vow was accused of “defiling the holy place”, which put the entire city in uproar.  The riotous mob, who wrongly assumed he had taken Gentiles into the Temple were in the process of dragging Paul out in order to stone him, when he was rescued by Claudius Lysias, the commander of the Roman Guard who arrived with several Centurions and their troops.  The violence of the mob was so extreme that the soldiers had to fight their way through to Paul whereupon he was arrested and carried to the Antonia Barracks.  (Acts 21:26-34)

On the stairway leading from the Court of the Gentiles to the barracks, Paul was allowed to address the people, who had quietened down until he mentioned “Gentiles”, the password for instant rage, at which point “they screamed and tore their clothes and threw dust in the air” (Acts 21:35-22:23).

The next day, Claudius Lysias, in order to establish whether there was just cause for a charge to be made, commanded the chief priests and the Sanhedrin to appear and hear Paul, but when another fight broke out, this time over “the resurrection of the dead”, the commander, “fearing lest Paul might be torn to pieces”, had him removed (Acts 22:30-23:10).

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST visited Paul on this night and “stood by him”, encouraged him and gave specific directions about going to Rome (Acts 23:11).

CONSPIRACY – A plot was formed by some of the Jews together with chief priests and the Sanhedrin to ambush and kill Paul, but thanks to his nephew it was uncovered, and Claudius Lysias sent him under heavy escort to the procurator, Felix, at Caesarea (Acts 23:12‑35).

FELIX had been a slave, but was made a freedman, and then made procurator of Judea (52ad) because of the friendship between his brother Pallas and Emperor Claudius.  He had been married to Antony and Cleopatra’s granddaughter, but at this time was married to a Jewess, Drusilla, sister of Herod Agrippa II, who at 16, had been seduced by Felix away from her husband, King Azizus of Emesa, Syria.  Felix is said to have been a man of great cruelty and lust whose money hungry attitude offended everyone.  His time as procurator was marked by unrest due mainly to his abuse of power, which finally led to his recall to Rome by Nero in the year 59 after Jewish complaints.  It is not known what became of him after his brother Pallas (a favourite of Nero also) interceded on his behalf in Rome.

PAUL’S TRIAL BEFORE FELIX; IMPRISONED IN CAESAREA FOR TWO YEARS – Paul appeared before Felix in Caesarea and was accused by Ananias the high priest who had arrived from Jerusalem. The high priest’s entourage included the professional orator and lawyer, Tertullus. The charges brought against Paul were treason, heresy, and desecration of the Temple.  After hearing Paul’s defence Felix deferred sentence at this time, and in fact he kept putting it off, hoping for a bribe. Paul was kept imprisoned in Caesarea for 2 years and was often sent for to converse with Felix.  Once, a few days after Paul had first arrived, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla also, he was sent for to speak to them “concerning the faith in Christ”, and Felix was convicted but it seems his love of money meant more than eternal life.  (Acts 24:1-27)

	58
	MATTHEW – The gospel account written by Matthew, who was a tax-collector, disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ, and one of the twelve apostles.  Matthew's Jewish name is Levi, and his gospel is presented in a very Jewish way.  There are many, many references to the Old Testament in Matthew's Gospel.  Jesus is presented as the Mashiach Nagid (Messiah the King), the Son of David, the Son of Abraham; He is the fulfilment, the realisation of the Jewish hope.  The very long discourses from our Lord that are in the Gospel would suggest that Matthew took shorthand, which was indeed a job requirement of Roman custom's officials.  The order in which the gospels appear in the New Testament has been accepted throughout church history as the order in which they were written.

	59
	MARK – The gospel account written by John Mark and, by its content, indicates a close association with Peter.  According to the early church fathers, it reflects Peter’s view of Christ.  It is also believed that Mark wrote his Gospel from Rome, for the Romans.  The Gospel of Mark presents Christ as the Suffering Servant of God.  From Eusebius we learn that Mark was the first to take the gospel to Egypt where he founded a church in Alexandria.

PORCIUS FESTUS – sent by Nero in the year 59 to succeed Felix as procurator of Judea until 61.  Though Festus was disposed to act in a righteous manner, he found it impossible to undo the harmful acts of his predecessor.  After barely two years he died in Judea and was succeeded by two procurators (Albinus and after him, Gessius Florus) who did all in their power to intensify the bitter conflict which inevitably ended in the siege and destruction of Jerusalem.

Festus travelled from Caesarea to Jerusalem on the third day after arriving from Rome, where he rejected the favour asked of him by the high priest and other prominent Jews to summon Paul there to answer charges, and he told them to bring their accusations to Caesarea.  Their intention had been to try yet again to kill Paul by ambush.  (Acts 25:1-5)

PAUL’S TRIAL BEFORE FESTUS – Many serious charges were laid against Paul by the high priest and his associates (though none could be proved), along with their advice as to his sentencing: “he was not fit to live” (v24).  Paul spoke in his own defence as he had also done 2 years previously.  His Roman judges were disposed to let him go free, but the Jews objected (Acts 28:17-19).  When Festus asked if he would be willing to be tried in Jerusalem, Paul said he was willing to face the death penalty if he had done anything worthy of death, but would rather be tried where he would receive justice since he was guilty of no crime against his accusers, and he exercised the right of a Roman citizen charged with a capital offence – “I appeal to Caesar”, which then left no other option possible (Acts 25:6‑12).

The case was not as Festus had expected; the charges were to do with the Jewish religion, and he, not having an understanding of it, or of Jesus or the resurrection, was unsure of what to write to Emperor Nero.  Being in a quandary since no real charges existed, he asked Agrippa for help.  Agrippa had arrived in Caesarea with his other sister, Bernice, to welcome the new procurator.  (Acts 25:13-22)

PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA II – Having appealed from the tribunal of Festus to that of the emperor of Rome, no decision could now be made regarding the case; Paul would without question go to Rome.  Nevertheless, a great show of Roman pomp and power was put on display before King Agrippa and Bernice, and then Paul was brought in to testify, during which time he also took the opportunity to preach the gospel message before the assembled dignitaries of government officials, military officers and members of the city council (Acts 25:23-26:32).

LUKE – The gospel written by Luke, more than likely while Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea, and when Luke had time to travel around and interview the many eyewitnesses of his account.  Luke presents Christ as the "Son of man", emphasising His perfect humanity, and in the last chapter he sets the stage for the sequel.  Acts is the fulfilment of the promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit in Luke 24:29.

PAUL SENT TO ROME – Paul set sail from CAESAREA in a ship of Adramyttium, a seaport of Mysia, in the charge of Julius, a centurion of the Augustine cohort, who had other prisoners to escort to Rome as well as the Apostle.  Luke was aboard the ship, and Aristarchus also who was from Thessalonica.  (Acts 27:1-2; 19:29; 21:4)

The ship called into SIDON, probably for the purpose of trade, where Paul was received on shore by friends before it sailed north west, past the island of Cyprus and on to MYRA, a flourishing seaport of Lycia (on the southwest shore of Asia Minor).  Here the centurion found an Alexandrian grain ship bound for Italy onto which Paul and the others were transferred.  Due to unfavourable winds it was only after many days of difficult sailing along the coast of the province of Asia that they arrived off the port of Cnidus, but unable to make any further progress the vessel was driven southwards to Salmone the eastern promontory of the island of Crete.  (Acts 27:3-7)

Following the island’s southern coast, they sailed into FAIR HAVENS, Crete’s harbour, where Paul suggested they should winter, but he was overruled and it was decided to continue to Crete's port of PHOENIX, the town of palms.  After days of waiting for lighter winds, they weighed anchor and sailed close along the coastline of Crete but were caught by violent winds beating down from the heights of Mount Ida, and unable to control the ship they were helplessly driven out into the open sea.  (Acts 27:8-15)

The bad weather continued, forcing them to make a series of attempts to lighten the vessel but to no avail, and after many days of raging storm, with neither sun nor stars, all gave up hope except Paul.  He was visited by an angel of the Lord during the night and immediately passed on to them all, both the encouragement and the prophecy that although they would run aground on an island, no lives would be lost.  (Acts 27:16-44)

MALTA – They were shipwrecked on the island of Malta (95 kilometres south of Sicily), where they were well received by the inhabitants, but when Paul was bitten by a viper, they considered him to be a murderer getting his just deserts, and then changed their minds when he was found to be unharmed and believed him to be a god.  When Paul miraculously healed the father of Publius, the chief Roman officer on Malta, “the rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were healed”.  (Acts 28:1-9) 

(Christianity in Malta is dated to this time, and the traditional site of the shipwreck is called St Paul’s Bay.)

	60
	PAUL CONTINUES TO ROME – They stayed three months on Malta before sailing to the Sicilian port of SYRACUSE on another Alexandrian ship, Castor and Pollox, which had wintered at the island.  After spending 3 days at Syracuse, they sailed to the port of REGIUM (on the toe of the boot which is Italy) for a one-day stopover, before sailing on to PUTEOLLI (the modern city of Pozzuoli) in the bay of Naples, the normal harbour for Alexandrian grain fleets, where Paul and his team stayed with Christians for one week.  (Acts 28:11-14)

Paul, his team, and their Roman escorts, completed the journey to Rome on foot, travelling 210 kilometres along the Appian Way, the Roman Highway built 370 years before this time.  Proceeding to APPII FORUM, a town at the 43rd milestone from Rome (seventy kilometres), Paul received great comfort from a group of Christians (no doubt the recipients of his letter sent from Corinth) who had travelled from Rome to welcome him.  Fifteen kilometres further on, a second group joined them at the THREE TAVERNS.  (Acts 28:15)

PAUL REACHES ROME AT LONG LAST – He and the other prisoners were handed over by Julius to the prefect of the praetorian guard, although Paul was permitted to have his own rented accommodation and “dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him” (Acts 28:16,30).

PAUL’S FIRST ROMAN IMPRISONMENT – 60 to 62ad

For the duration of two years Paul was under house arrest and chained to a Roman soldier but he was allowed the freedom of speaking about the Lord Jesus Christ to all who came to see him, and of writing the four letters we refer to as the Prison Epistles (Acts 28:30-31).  Luke and Timothy were both with Paul during this time (Philemon 1:1; Colossians 1:1; Philippians 1:1).

PHILEMON – the prison epistle written by Paul’s own hand to Philemon, a Christian slave owner and fellow-worker of Paul’s who resided in Colossae, which was situated near the Lycus river, in the Roman province of Asia.  Paul was in high expectation of being released and able to visit Colossae, and asked Philemon to “prepare a guest room for me” – Philemon 22.

COLOSSIANS – the prison epistle from Paul to the church at Colossae, and taken there by Tychicus at the same time as the letter to Philemon.  Onesimus, the runaway slave, who had been converted by Paul, accompanied Tychicus back to Colossae (Colossians 4:9.)  This letter to the Colossians was to be afterward read in the church of Laodicea and likewise their letter read in Colossae (Colossians 4:16).

EPHESIANS – the manual for Church Age living on how to walk the Christian life, written by Paul while in chains in Rome, and Tychicus again was the bearer of the letter (Ephesians 6:20-22). Dr. John McEwan, dean of EBCWA, says, “There was a group of churches in Asia Minor in a circuit from Ephesus to Laodicea as stated in the book of the Revelation, and it was to these which the letters were probably circulated.”



61 – 70 ad

	61
	PHILIPPIANS – written by Paul toward the end of his first imprisonment when he was expecting to be soon released and able to visit the church at Philippi (Philippians 1:25-26, 2:23-24).  Epaphroditus, who had arrived in Rome from Philippi with generous gifts for Paul from the church, became seriously ill to the point of death, and then when recovered enough to return, Paul sent this letter of thanks back with him (Philippians 4:18, 2:25-27).

ACTS – written by Luke, and finalised while in Rome when Paul was there awaiting trial.  It was for the same person of high rank who was the recipient of his gospel account, Theophilus.  Acts is a continuation from Luke’s Gospel of historical events as they unfolded up until the end of Paul’s two year imprisonment.  Some scholars believe that Luke’s Gospel and Acts may have been a compilation of trial documents to support Paul in his appeal to Rome.

ALBINUS – made procurator of Judea by Nero until 64ad.  

ANIANUS – Patriarch of Alexandria [61-82] (see 43 and 83) Anianus was a Countryman of the Mark and is said to have attracted many Jews and Greeks to Christianity.
MARTYRDOM OF THE LORD’S HALF BROTHER, JAMES – Josephus records that the Jewish high priest Ananias “thought he had a good opportunity; Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the Sanhedrin of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus (who was called Christ), whose name was James, and some others, and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned.”  There was such an outcry from the Jerusalem community in general over this breach of the law and murder of a man considered “just” by all, that Agrippa stripped Ananias of the high priesthood, for Rome alone had jurisdiction over capital crime.

Eusebius quotes the church historian Hegesippus (a converted Jew), whom he said lived nearest the days of the apostles, saying, “He (James) was in the habit of entering the temple alone and was often found upon his bended knees, and interceding for the forgiveness of the people; so that his knees became as hard as camel’s, in consequence of his habitual supplication and kneeling before God.”

	62
	PAUL’S FURTHER TRAVELS – The information as to where Paul journeyed after his release from his first imprisonment is gleaned from his epistles, but the order in which he visited these places and where he was again arrested is uncertain.  
PAUL’S POSSIBLE VISIT TO SPAIN – Romans 15:24‑28.  

It was Paul's intention to visit Spain, and if he ultimately carried out his desire, it would have been some time after his release from prison.  At the end of the first century, the Christian writer, Clement, who was bishop of Rome, stated that Paul reached to "the extreme limit of the West", and this to the Romans, was Spain.
SIMEON I Primate of Jerusalem [62-99] .After the death of James the Christians elected the Simeon to take his place. During the reign of Emperor Trajan, it was reported to the Roman governor Atticus that Simeon was of the lineage of King David and that he confessed the Christian Faith. The pagans seized him and after prolonged torture, crucified him.



	63
	PAUL AGAIN IN MACEDONIA – It is clear that Paul visited Macedonia more than once; Scripture seems to indicate three visits.  Luke records the first (around 49ad) when he and Timothy and Silas were with Paul (Acts 16:12-17:14), and there is a second visit (around 56ad) after the uproar at Ephesus when again Luke, Timothy and others are with Paul (Acts 20:1-6), and then Paul himself mentions another visit when Timothy was not with him.  This is in 1Timothy 1:3 where he says “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia – remain in Ephesus…”, and Paul hoped to join him there, “These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly” (3:14).

1 TIMOTHY – Macedonia is the most likely place from where Paul wrote this letter to Timothy.  It is known as a Pastoral Epistle, along with 2Timothy and Titus.

1 PETER – Peter’s letter was written from ‘Babylon’, which name he may have used symbolically of Rome, although there are good scholars who believe Peter did in fact write from Babylon, Mesopotamia.  The letter was sent to the Christians of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia; all were Roman Provinces in Asia Minor (modern Turkey), and Peter sent greetings to them from “She (the church) who is in Babylon”, and from John Mark also (5:13), who was with him.  Silvanus (Silas) was also with Peter and was his scribe for this letter (5:12).

	64
	PAUL’S TRIP TO CRETE – When Paul wrote to Titus and said, “I left you in Crete”, it must have been a visit to that island other than when sheltering in its harbour, Fair Havens, during the voyage to Rome and when he was shipwrecked on Malta.  During that voyage Paul was a prisoner of Rome, and Luke makes no mention of any activity on Crete itself (Acts 27:7-13) or of Titus being with them (only that “Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica was with us” 27:2).  Titus 1:5 is another verse whereby we know that Paul had two Roman imprisonments, and visited Crete with Titus after being released from the first.

TITUS – the pastoral letter written by Paul from somewhere near the town of Nicopolis (on the west coast of Greece, where Paul planned to spend the winter), and sent to Titus, whom he had left on Crete to pastor the churches and appoint elders.  (Titus 3:12, 1:5)

PAUL INSTRUCTS TITUS TO JOIN HIM AT NICOPOLIS as soon as the relief pastor arrived on Crete (Titus 3:12).  After this, Titus also ministered in the Roman province of Dalmatia (2Timothy 4:10), a region close to Illyricum, where Paul had been years before (Romans 15:19).  These regions are now a part of Yugoslavia and Albania.  Today, the name of Titus is still honoured in many villages, churches, and monasteries on Crete.

NERO BLAMES CHRISTIANS FOR THE GREAT FIRE OF ROME – 64ad.  The Roman historian Tacitus, who was born during Nero’s reign, wrote in ‘The Annals of Imperial Rome’, that rumours persisted that Nero had set the city alight himself in order to fulfill an ambition to found a new city called after himself, and to suppress this rumour, Nero fabricated scapegoats and charged the Christians.  

Judaism had long since been ruled a legal religion by Rome and Christians had been protected under that umbrella, but it all changed from the time of the fire.  Rome now became more and more conscious that Christianity was distinct from Judaism.  Although the major pressure of this persecution was restricted to the environs of Rome, Nero’s torture and execution of believers was terrible.  Tacitus said that large numbers of Christians were condemned – “Dressed in wild animals’ skins, they were torn to pieces by dogs, or crucified, or made into torches to be ignited after dark as substitutes for daylight.  Nero provided his Gardens for the spectacle, and exhibited displays in the Circus, at which he mingled with the crowd – or stood in a chariot, dressed as a charioteer.”

GESSIUS FLORUS – made procurator of Judea by Nero until 66ad; he was incompetent and anti-Semitic.  Josephus records great cruelties and crimes against the Jews by this man, and says he “was no way different from him (Nero) in wickedness”, then after descriptions of his corrupt rule and cruel oppression, says “And what need I say any more upon this head? since it was this Florus who necessitated us to take up arms against the Romans…”  It is noted in Encyclopaedia Britannica that “Florus, the heir to a long tradition of hostility between the large Hellenized populations of Palestine and the Jews, allowed the Greek population of Caesarea Maritima to massacre the Jews of that city with impunity.  Greeks in other towns of Palestine repeated the assault.  In turn, the Jews responded by slaughtering Gentiles in Samaria, Galilee, and elsewhere.  Soon Florus lost control of the situation”.

	65
	HEBREWS – written to Jewish believers when the sacrificial system was still operating in the Temple (Hebrews 8:4, 5; 10:8, 11).  The writer exhorts and encourages his Jewish brethren in Christ to recognise and hold fast to the indisputable reality of the superiority, and finality, of the New over the Old; of the pre-eminence of Jesus, the Christ, the eternal high priest.  Note that in verse 23 of chapter 13, the writer tells the recipients that Timothy had just been released from an imprisonment and he hoped to visit them with him.  The letter seems to have been written from Italy (13:24).

	66
	JEWISH REVOLT AGAINST ROME COMMENCES – In Jerusalem, angry Jews set palaces and public buildings ablaze, as well as the high priest’s house, then made an assault on Antonia Barracks and slew the garrison after a two-day siege.  The Jewish Zealots took the Romans by surprise at Masada and captured the fortress which became their last stronghold and was overthrown in 73ad.

Cestius Gallus who was the Roman legate of Syria came to the aid of Gessius Florus, and marched on Jerusalem with his army and attacked the city, but when it seemed that he would have the victory, and for no apparent reason, he withdrew, which then became full-scale retreat, and he was pursued by the Jews all the way to Antipatris.  

ANTIPATRIS – the town built by Herod the Great and named for his father Antipater.  It was about 47 kilometres north west of Jerusalem, and is mentioned in Acts 23:31 as the place from where Paul (under Roman escort), continued with the horsemen to Caesarea.

ALL OUT WAR AGAINST THE JEWS BEGINS – In the year 66, the Roman general Vespasian mustered the army (the Fifth, Tenth, and Fifteenth Legions) in Syria, and beginning his campaign in the north, moved slowly but surely toward Jerusalem, securing and fortifying as he conquered.  

MARCUS ANTONIUS JULIANUS – made procurator of Judea until 70ad.  

	67
	LINUS – bishop of Rome [67‑76ad].  It wasn’t until the end of the second century that lists of bishops began to be made.  Irenaeus, one of the church fathers, lists Linus as the first bishop of Rome and that he was the Linus mentioned by Paul in his last letter to Timothy (2Timothy 4:21).  According to tradition it was Linus who ruled that all women in the church must have their heads covered when they enter a church. He was succeeded by Cletus [see 76].
PAUL TAKEN TO ROME AND IMPRISONED – By the end of the year 67 Paul had been arrested and was back in Rome and in prison again, and this time, due to the persecution of Christians by Nero, which began in 64, he knew he would not be leaving; “the time of my departure is at hand” he wrote to Timothy in verse 6 of chapter 4 in the second letter.  

2 TIMOTHY – The final words of the Apostle Paul.  It is a pastoral letter to Timothy, and in it Paul attacks the errors of heretics and warns about apostates.  Also in the letter he asks for his coat and parchments and for Timothy and John Mark’s company.  Only Paul’s “Beloved physician” Luke is still with him (4:11-13).  Tychicus was sent (probably with the letter) to Ephesus (4:12), where Timothy was pastor (1Timothy 1:3), and we do not know whether there was time for Mark and him to arrive before Paul’s death.  Note that Aquila and Priscilla are once again in Ephesus (4:19).

2 PETER – written by the Apostle Peter to the same recipients of his first letter (2Peter 3:1), the Christians in Asia Minor of the Roman provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, with warnings about false teachers, denunciating their heresy, and commending the flock to the deep teaching of “our beloved brother Paul”.  The letter was written from Rome where he, like the Apostle Paul, was awaiting martyrdom (2Peter 1:14-15).  

JUDE – written by the half-brother of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the churches in Israel (who knew James – vs1), and the purpose is to encourage and warn them to hold firm against the attack of false teachers.  

MARTYRDOM OF PAUL – According to tradition he was beheaded just outside Rome on the Ostian Road.

MARTYRDOM OF PETER – Tradition also records that the Apostle Peter was crucified upside down in Rome where he was made to witness the death of his wife just prior to his own death.  Dr. John McEwan, quoting the early Christian historian Heggesippus, says that Peter encouraged her to keep her eyes on the Lord throughout her ordeal.

	68
	DEATH OF NERO – In 68ad Nero fled Rome and committed suicide after his world collapsed: the Senate condemned him, the legions in Spain made their general Galba emperor, and both the Praetorian Guard and Palace Guard abandoned him.  

THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM – By 68ad, the mountains and plains surrounding Jerusalem had been secured by Vespasian, and the inhabitants of the city could neither come nor go.  When about to march from Ceasarea on Jerusalem itself, Vespasian received news of Nero’s death and that General Galba had been made emperor, whereupon he bided his time to see how affairs went in Rome before continuing his campaign.

THE BREAK IN THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM - While this pause in fighting seems surprising to secular historians, it was fulfilment of prophecy, which allowed the Christians in Jerusalem to escape to Pella across the Jordan because they heeded the warning of Luke 21:20-21.  The prophecy will be fulfilled fully during The Tribulation.

GALBA – Roman emperor [68‑69ad].  Galba was appointed by the Senate when the Julio‑Claudian line became extinct with the death of Nero.  He attempted to counteract errors from the reign of Nero but was slain in the Forum, along with Piso whom he had adopted as heir to the empire, by Praetorian Guards after ruling a little over 7 months.
IGNATIUS I Primate of Antioch [68-100] see also 53 and 100



	69
	OTHO and VITELLIUS – Roman emperors in 69ad amid turmoil in Rome.  Otho was emperor for 3 months and Vitellius, a little over 8 months.  This was Aulus Vitellius, who when legate of Syria had ordered Pontius Pilate to Rome.
POLYCARPUS I – Bishop of Byzantium [69-89] succeeded Onesimus [see 54]. The last eight years of his bishopric was when the Christians were being persecuted during the reign of Emperor Domitian [see 81].  

VESPASIAN – Roman emperor [69‑79ad].  General Vespasian, having received the news of Galba’s death, followed quickly by the deaths also of Otho and Vitellius, returned to the capital having been declared emperor by the armies in the east, and assumed power, bringing to an end a year of anarchy in Rome.  He left the siege of Jerusalem to his son Titus.

	70


	DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM in August 70ad by Titus and four legions. (Along with his father’s three, he was allotted the Twelfth Legion from Syria.)  

Jewish historian, Josephus, witnessed and recorded in detail the horrors of the siege of Jerusalem, the early stages of which he says, internal feuds contributed to as many deaths as the siege itself, and the only point of agreement between the three factions was the plundering and killing of all who were for peace with the Romans.  (Josephus was used by Titus throughout the siege to ride to the walls and plead with his countrymen to surrender but to no avail.)  Hundreds of thousands perished; the city overflowing with Jewish worshippers who had gathered from afar for the Feast of Unleavened Bread and had been trapped by the advancing army.  The entire city, including the Temple, was levelled and set ablaze, except for Herod’s three towers and a section of the Western Wall for protection of the garrison, the Tenth Legion.  Of the Jews that survived Titus kept the finest looking for his triumphal march in Rome, and those under 17 were sold as slaves; a great number were sent to the capital and the provinces as sport for the amphitheatres, and he gave orders to slay those who had held arms as well as the aged and infirm.

Of interest are the words of Josephus in the record of his own life, that when Titus had taken the city of Jerusalem and given him leave to take whatever he wanted, he made the request to Titus that his family might have liberty: and then stated, “I had also the holy books by Titus’s concession”.  

He wrote also in ‘The Wars of the Jews’ that after the triumphal celebrations of Vespasian and Titus, upon the latter’s return to Rome after the conquest, that Vespasian built a temple, which was adorned with vast quantities of trophies from various exploits; “he also laid up therein, as ensigns of his glory, those golden vessels and instruments that were taken out of the Jewish temple.  But still he gave order that they should lay up their law, and the purple veils of the holy places, in the royal palace itself, and keep them there.”  (Later, in 455 when the Vandals sacked Rome they carried their booty off, including the Temple treasures, to the area of southern France and Spain.)

SEARCH FOR THE ROYAL LINE OF DAVID – From Eusebius we learn “It was also said that Vespasian, after the capture of Jerusalem, commanded all of the family of David to be sought, that no one might be left among the Jews who was of royal stock, and that in consequence another very violent persecution was raised against the Jews.”  His son Domitian also carried out this search when he became emperor.

LUCILIUS BASSUS – made legate of Judea by Vespasian.  According to Josephus, Bassus received the army in Judea from CEREALIS VITELLIUS.  After the destruction of Jerusalem the senior governmental official of Judea now had the rank of legate, and under Bassus, LIBERIUS MAXIMUS was procurator.
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH – The spiritual leadership of the church did not come out of Jerusalem for long, it changed to Antioch very early where Paul was based, and then moved to Ephesus.  It stayed in Ephesus until the Apostle John died who had moved there and after Ephesus it moved to Rome.  Dr. J. McEwan writes, “Between the days that the synoptic writers put down their pen and the days that John wrote, everything had changed; Israel was no more, the Temple was gone, the Roman Empire had ceased to be benevolent to the church and had started to persecute the believers, and there were Satanic heresies active that needed to be dealt with authoritatively.  John was the only one positioned to meet these challenges”. 


71 – 80 ad

	71
	

	72
	FLAVIUS SILVA – made legate of Judea by Vespasian until 75ad.  According to Josephus, “When Silva saw that all the rest of the country was subdued in this war, and that there was only one stronghold still in rebellion, he got all his army together that lay in different places, and made an expedition against it.  This fortress was called Masada.”

	73
	FALL OF THE FORTRESS OF MASADA – Situated on the western shore of the Dead Sea, the 1,424 feet high rock fortress had an 18 acre flat top, with sheer cliffs on all sides.  Jewish Zealots had been under siege there for almost two years while the Roman soldiers (and Jewish slaves) built a rock and earth ramp in order to breach the wall with catapults and a battering ram.   When successful, Silva and his soldiers found 960 men, women, and children, slain in mass suicide inside the palace (originally built by Herod the Great).  Hiding themselves in a cavern, two women and 5 children survived to tell the Romans their story.  

	74
	

	75
	M.SALVIENUS – made legate of Judea by Vespasian until 86ad.

	76
	CLETUS – Bishop of Rome [76‑91ad].  Variously known in tradition as Anacletus or Anencletus.  Eusebius, using a list drawn up at the end of the second century, records that the first bishop Linus transferred the office to Anencletus.  Cletus is thought to have been martyred during the persecution of Domitian. He succeeded Linus  [see 67] and was succeeded by Clement I [see 91] 

	77
	

	78
	

	79
	TITUS – Roman emperor [79‑81ad]; succeeded his father Vespasian.  Titus was the Roman general who conquered Jerusalem in 70ad, and an arch was built in 81 at the entrance to the Forum in Rome to commemorate the victory.  Titus completed the building of the Colosseum (known then as the Flavian Amphitheatre) which was begun by Vespasian.  Both the Arch of Titus and the Colosseum are still standing.  During the first year of the reign of Titus, the eruption of Vesuvius buried the city of Pompeii and ended the Herodian line with the death of Drusilla and her son Agrippa by Felix.  Pliny the Elder also died in the eruption.  Pliny was in command of the Roman fleet at the time, landing at the port of Castellammare on the Bay of Naples for a closer look.  He is known for his 37-volume encyclopaedia of Natural History but it is his nephew, Pliny the Younger, who is of particular interest to early church history [see 110].

	80
	


81 – 90 ad

	81
	DOMITIAN – Roman emperor [81‑96ad]; succeeded his older brother Titus, and instituted the first of ten great persecutions to come upon the church (see the year 93).  The years 93-96 of his reign were regarded as ‘a period of terror hitherto unsurpassed.’  After failures in military campaigns Domitian became insane, announcing his own deification and demanding his subjects treat him like a god.  Initially his rule had been benevolent but it deteriorated into despotism with his claim of the title "dominus et deus" or lord and god, and his insistence on being addressed as such offended everyone.  This eventually led to his assassination in a palace conspiracy, much to the relief of the Senate. 

	82
	

	83
	AVILIUS Patriarch of Alexandria [83-95] see 61 and 96 He is said to have been diligent in working for the spreading of the Gospel to native Egyptians


	84
	

	85
	

	86
	

	87
	

	88
	

	89
	PLUTARCH – Bishop of Byzantium [89-105] who succeeded Polycarpus I [see 69]. The persecution of Christians by Marcus Traianus governor of Anatolia and father of Emperor Trajan took place during his bishopric. He is buried with his predecessors in the church of Argyroupolis. 

	90
	EPICTETUS [50–130] Stoic philosopher who was born a slave but was permitted to sit under Rufus, a teacher of stoicism, and later was given his freedom. As a young teacher in Rome, he met with some success until expelled by Domitian [see 81] about 90 A.D. He wrote nothing himself but some of his lectures were taken down by a disciple and later published. While his concept of God is more aligned to the position of Christian theology than in stoic pantheism his messages reveal only one reference to the Christians. There are however close similarities in statements relating to morality.
GOSPEL OF JOHN – written around 90ad by the Apostle John, the son of Zebedee.  In John's Gospel, Jesus Christ is presented as the Son of God; the emphasis is on His Deity.  The gospel and his three letters were penned in Ephesus where he spent the latter years of his life, from 70 to 96ad (except for his time on Patmos), and where the centre of Christianity was from half way through the first century.  Dr. John McEwan writes that “the oldest existing fragment of the New Testament we have is a papyrus fragment from 130 -140 ad, and is from John 14.”


91 – 96 ad

	91
	CLEMENT I – Bishop of Rome [91‑100ad]; the apostolic father to whom the church looked for spiritual leadership with the death of the last apostle in the year 98.  The early church fathers said that he was the Clement of Philippians 4:3.  Clement wrote a letter to the Corinthians (held in the British Museum today) about a schism that had erupted in the church when young members deposed older men from the ministry.  The letter opposed this removal from office, and discussed the conferring of offices for the ministry, asserting that it was established by the apostles and therefore the will of God.  Clement may have been exiled to the Crimea; he was martyred in the year 100 during the reign of Trajan. He succeeded Cletus [see 76] and was succeeded by Evaristus [see 100].
Manus Acilius GLABRIO. A consul in 91 who was ordered by Emperor Domitian to fight with the lions in the amphitheatre at Albano and having emerged successfully from this conflict he was finally put to death. His exclusion may have been part of Domitian’s general persecution against people of senatorial rank who he suspected of conspiring against him but the presence of his family crypt in the cemetery of Priscilla, an early Christian burial place on the Via Salaria, suggested he may have been put to death as a Christian.

	92
	1, 2 and 3 JOHN – written by the Apostle John, in Ephesus.  1JOHN was probably written for the churches of Asia Minor that have special mention in chapters two and three of Revelation; it was in response to a heresy threatening the church which denied the humanity of Jesus Christ.  2JOHN is addressed to The ‘elect lady’, who is believed by some to have been an individual lady, but most scholars believe John was referring to a local church; the letter emphasises the menace of false teaching.  3JOHN was written to his friend Gaius; beware of false brethren.

	93


	PERSECUTION UNDER DOMITIAN – With extreme cruelty Domitian persecuted Christians (and Jews), slaying them and confiscating their property for refusing to give him divine honours.  It was during this persecution that the Apostle John was banished to the island of Patmos.  According to Eusebius, Domitian “established himself as the successor of Nero in his hatred and hostility to God”.

Although Nero had persecuted the Christians in Rome, some scholars consider the persecution of Domitian’s to be the first of ten great persecutions to come upon the church as prophesied in Revelation 2:10.  Indeed the list of 10 emperors who carried out the 10 persecutions varies with different scholars, and are from the following fourteen: Nero [54-68], Domitian [81-96], Trajan [98-117], Hadrian [117-138], Antoninus Pius [138-161], Marcus Aurelius [161-180], Commodus [180-192], Severus [193-211], Maximinus [235-238], Decius* [249-251], Gallus [251-253], Valerian [253-260], Aurelian [270-275], Diocletian* [284-305].  (*These persecutions were the only two to extend over the entire empire.)  It is thought by some that the 10 persecutions were 10 periods of persecutions which at times overlapped and were continued in the reigns of succeeding emperors.

Eusebius writes that Domitian issued orders (as did his father Vespasian), that the descendants of David should be slain, and he records the story from Hegesippus, telling of two grandchildren of our Lord’s half-brother Jude being brought before Domitian.  They were questioned as to their connection to the lineage of David and what property and money they owned, but were dismissed when it was established that they were no threat and in fact poor farmers with no money as such, owning only 39 acres of land worth 9,000 denarii (about $1,350).

	94
	DONATELLA FLAVIA – Roman noble and Christian. She was married to Titus Flavius Clemens, a first cousin of Emperor Domitian. Her grandmother and mother were the wife and daughter of Emperor Vespasian. According to some early historians her husband was also a Christian. Possibly for the confession of Christianity, Clemens was put to death and Donatella banished to the island of Pandateria. Property of Donatella Flavia was used from the first century onward as a Christian cemetery.

	95
	

	96
	THE REVELATION – written on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9) by the Apostle John, and with the writing of this book we have the completion of ‘The Bible’.  DATE OF WRITING – It has been handed down by tradition that it was during the persecution raised by Domitian that the Apostle John was exiled for the faith to the island of Patmos.  To prove that it was during Domitian’s reign, Eusebius uses a quote from Irenaeus which links the Apostle John with that period.  “If, however, it were necessary to proclaim his name (i.e. Antichrist) openly at the present time, it would have been declared by him who saw the revelation, for it is not long since it (the revelation) was seen, but almost in our own generation, at the close of Domitian’s reign.”  (Irenaeus was a second century church father, a student of Polycarp, and Polycarp was the friend of the Apostle John.)

PATMOS – A small island in the Aegean Sea which belongs to either Greece or Turkey (still in dispute) and is 55km off the coast of Turkey.  The Romans used it as a place of banishment and exile.  On Patmos, John was about 90 km south west of Ephesus.  The island is 16km long and consists of rocky volcanic hills and has numerous springs.  It had been depopulated by pirate raids, but in 1088 Patmos was granted to an abbot who founded a monastery there.  Today there are about 2,500 people who live in the main town, Patmos, and in the village of Skala.

NERVA – Roman emperor [96‑98ad], elected by the Senate after the assassination of Domitian.  A number of elder statesmen emerged from retirement to help him govern the empire.  Nerva gave respite to the Christians, but his reign was short, lasting only 16 months; he was at least 66 years of age when he became emperor.  

Eusebius quotes Tertullian, saying "When Nerva succeeded to the government, the Roman senate decreed that the honours of Domitian should be revoked, and that those who had been unjustly expelled, should return to their homes, and have their goods restored”, and “It was then that John returned from his banishment in Patmos, and took up his abode at Ephesus”.  And according to Irenaeus, “John continued to abide until the times of Trajan”.  

CERINTHUS – Heretical Gnostic teacher in Asia Minor who was educated in Egypt.  Cerinthus was a contemporary of the Apostle John.  Irenaeus writes of Polycarp telling a story about John, the ‘Son of Thunder’: the story goes that when he was about to enter the baths at Ephesus he quickly departed upon seeing the Gnostic, Cerinthus within.  “Let’s flee!” John said, “Lest the bath should fall in on Cerinthus, that enemy of truth.”  Cerinthus taught that an inferior angel had created the world and was holding it in bondage; the Supreme God chose Jesus who was a normal man the son of Joseph and Mary to release the world from its captivity; to carry out that work the Christ descended on Jesus at his baptism in the form of a dove but departed before his crucifixion.  

RISE OF THE GNOSTICS – Gnostics is the name given (by modern scholars) to the false teachers who claimed to be in possession of superior knowledge (Gk. gnosis) about the spiritual world, over and above that which had been revealed to the inspired writers of the Scriptures.  These false teachers appeared in the church virtually from the beginning, their heresies being refuted in the later books of the New Testament canon (Colossians, Gospel of John, First and Second John).  According to Irenaeus and Hippolytus, it was the Samaritan Simon Magus of Acts 8 who was the originator of this particular false teaching.  Toward the end of the first century he was followed by Menander another Samaritan who taught at Antioch, and Cerinthus (mentioned above) who taught in Asia Minor.  Various types of Gnosticism came into existence as the ideology developed, and each was fashionable for a time.  Early Gnostics targeted the true humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ; there were those who said that He didn’t have a real body, only the appearance of one, and there were others who separated ‘the Christ’ from the man Jesus (as did Cerinthus); a little later the Gnostics targeted His deity.  As new false teaching surfaced, the early church fathers took up the gauntlet, published their refutations, and the faithful were successfully armed against this satanic attack.

JOHN DIES IN EPHESUS – John died of old age in the first few years of Trajan’s reign and was buried in Ephesus.  The tombs of Mary (Jesus' mother), Timothy, and John, are in Ephesus.  

KEDRON – Patriarch of Alexandria [96-106] see 83 and 106. He governed the Church of Alexandria during the reign of the Emperor Traianos.
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP MOVES TO ROME – After the death of the Apostle John in Ephesus, the centre of Christianity moved west as the church looked to Clement, bishop of Rome, for spiritual leadership.  Dr. John McEwan says of Clement, “He was clearly a godly and biblically sound man”.  

THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS – 40 years after their founding they received a letter from the Lord Jesus Christ in the book of Revelation, a letter that was apropos for the local church of Ephesus, as well as ‘the church’ historically at this time.  Fitting too for this period is the name of this church; Ephesus means ‘desired one’; it is a term of endearment equivalent to darling or dearest; the churches generally during the whole of this apostolic period had endeared themselves to the Lord for their vigilance in digging out heresy and adhering to sound doctrine.  Consistent with this is the name Jesus Christ chose to reveal Himself to them: “He that holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands.”  His servants, the pastors in places of authority and responsibility are secure in His hand, as He walks in the midst of those congregations who shed light on the truth.  They nevertheless were admonished for one thing when they received their letter, and no doubt they mourned – they had forgotten the first love they had had for their Saviour.

THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS – 

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; ‘These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; “I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: And has borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.  Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.  But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” ’ Revelation 2:1-7 (Nicolaitans – Lit., conquerors of the people.  Hierarchy lording it over laity.  According to the early church fathers, Nicolaitans refers to those who, while professing themselves to be Christians, lived licentiously.)


SATAN’S STRATEGY – The first Satanic Attack on the early church was heresy from within, and while it still continued the next attack had already begun, persecution from without.
INDEX 32-96 AD

	ITEM
	DATE

	ACTS, Book of
	61

	ANIANUS – Patriarch of Alexandria
	61

	ANTIOCH [see also 45,48]
	42

	ANTIPATRIS
	66

	APPOLOS 
	54

	ATHENS
	49

	AVILIUS – Patriarch of Alexandria
	83

	BARNABAS [see also 45]
	42

	BEREA
	49

	BITHYNYA
	49

	CAESAREA [see also 57]
	40

	CALIGULA – Roman Emperor 
	37

	CERINTHUS – Gnostic 
	96

	CILICIA
	49

	CLAUDIUS I – Roman Emperor
	41

	CLEMENT I – Bishop of Rome
	91

	CLETUS – Bishop of Rome
	76

	COLOSSIANS, Book of 
	60

	CORINTH  [see also 53,56]
	51

	CORINTHIANS, I Book of
	55

	CORINTHIANS, II Book of
	56

	CORNELIUS 
	40

	CRETE [see also 59,64]
	36

	CUSPIUS FADUS
	41

	CYPRUS
	45

	DERBE [see also 49]
	45

	DOMITIAN – Roman Emperor [see also 93]
	81

	DONATELLA F – Roman Noble Christian
	94

	EPHESUS [see also 56]
	54

	EPHESIANS, Book of
	60

	EPICTETUS – Stoic philosopher
	90

	EUODIUS – Primate of Antioch 
	53

	EUTYCHUS
	57

	FELIX A [see also 57]
	52

	FLAVIUS SILVA
	72

	GALATIA
	49

	GALATIANS, Book of 
	48

	GALBA – Roman Emperor
	68

	GALLIO – Roman Proconsul 
	51

	GESSIUS FLORES 
	64

	GLADBIO M – Roman Consul
	91

	GNOSTICS
	96

	HEBREWS, Book of 
	65

	HEROD AGGRIPA I [see also 40,41]
	39

	HEROD AGGRIPA II
	50

	HEROD ANTIPAS – Tetrarch of Galilee & Perea
	39

	ICONIUM
	45

	IGNATIUS I Primate of Antioch 
	68

	JAMES
	44

	JAMES HALF BROTHER OF JESUS 
	61

	JAMES, Book of
	46

	JERUSALEM [see also 68,70]
	57

	JERUSALEM COUNCIL
	49

	JEWISH REVOLT [see also 68]
	66

	JOHN
	96

	JOHN, I,2,3 Books of 
	92

	JOHN, Book of 
	90

	JUDE, Book of
	67

	KEDRON  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	96

	LINUS – Bishop of Rome
	67

	LUKE, Book of 
	59

	LYDIA
	49

	LYSTRA [see also 49]
	45

	MACEDONIA
	63

	MALTA
	59

	MARCELLUS
	36

	MARCUS JULIANAS 
	66

	MARK, Book of 
	59

	MARK I the Evangelist Patriarch of Alexandria
	43

	MARULLUS
	38

	MASADA 
	73

	MATTHEW, Book of 
	58

	MILETUS
	57

	NERO – Roman Emperor [see also 64,68]
	54

	NERVA – Roman Emperor 
	96

	ONESIMUS – Bishop of Byzantium
	54

	OTHO – Roman Emperor 
	69

	PATMOS
	96

	PAUL
	42-67

	PERGA
	45

	PETER [see also 47]
	44

	PETER, I Book of
	63

	PETER, II Book of
	67

	PHILEMON, Book of 
	60

	PHILIP
	38

	PHILIPPI
	49

	PHILIPPIANS, Book of
	61

	PHRYGIA
	49

	PLUTARCH – Bishop of Byzantium
	89

	POLYCARPUS I – Bishop of Byzantium
	69

	PONTIUS PILATE 
	36

	PORCIUS FESTUS
	59

	PTOLEMAIS
	57

	REVELATION, Book of
	96

	ROMANS
	56

	ROME [see also 60,96]
	59

	SALVIENUS M
	75

	SAUL OF TARSUS [see also 37,42,45]
	36

	SERGIUS PAULUS
	45

	SILAS [see also 51]
	49

	SIMEON I Primate of Jerusalem
	62

	STACHYS – Bishop of Byzantium
	38

	STEPHEN – First Christian Martyr
	34

	SYRIA
	49

	THESSALONIANS, I&II Books of
	51

	THESSALONIKA
	49

	TIBERIUS – Roman Emperor
	37

	TIBERIUS ALEXANDER 
	46

	TIMOTHY 
	51

	TIMOTHY, I Book of
	63

	TIMOTHY, II Book of
	67

	TITUS 
	64

	TITUS – Roman Emperor [see also 79,81]
	70

	TITUS, Book of  
	64

	TROAS [see also 56,57]
	49

	TYRE
	57

	VENTIDIUS CUMANUS
	48

	VESPASIAN – Roman Emperor [see also 69,70,94]
	66

	VITELLIUS – Roman Emperor [see also 69]
	36
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