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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION 

The series of seven books which make up the Chronology of the Church Age involve a wide spectrum of people. These people and events are provided in the form of micro biographies which in themselves are obviously not comprehensive. They are however indexed to allow for those interested in the subject to produce and amplify material into a form of books on various subjects. To complement this series a number of outline books and guidelines have been produced including the Archbishops of Canterbury, The Roman Empire and Christianity, The Bishops and Popes of Rome and the Bishops and Patriarchs of Constantinople, Hymn Writers and Protestant Missionaries. 
DEFINITIONS

It is important to define two specific phrases used to present this work, the Saints and the Church Age.

“The Saints” – In many denominations such as the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church “saints” are defined and named by the denomination to designate a person whom they believe has served their group in an outstanding manner. 

However the Biblical definition of a “saint” or one who is sanctified is a person who has trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and have therefore been sanctified or set apart by God as a member of the Body of Christ. The Bible also tells us that we will be known by the spiritual fruit we produce. We therefore in our daily walk need to be “fruit inspectors” and to a certain extent are able to do this for historical figures portrayed in these biographies. Therefore the appendage “saint” associated with various denominations has not been used specifically in these volumes 

“The Church Age” – It should be noted that this is not a “Church Chronology” as that would be a history of the “Saints” alone, but it is a Church Age Chronology showing how believers and unbelievers have interacted over the last 2000 years in Christianity and Christendom.

In the gospels the Lord Jesus Christ said “On this rock I will build my church” showing that the Church at the time of His Ministry was still in the future. The Church Age in fact started on the Day of Pentecost and will terminate when our Lord returns for His Church in the future. This is known as the Rapture of the Church. .

THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION AND THE CHURCH AGE

The last book of the Bible, the Book of the Revelation, viewed in a literal and futurist way can be divided into a number of sequential sections commencing with the Revelation of Christ Himself in chapter 1, a group of seven churches in chapters 2-3, the resurrected church in chapters 4 and 5, the Tribulation period from chapter 6 to 18, the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in chapter 19, the Millennial reign of Christ in chapter 20 and Eternity Future in chapters 21 and 22. 

SEQUENCE OF CHURCHES IN CHAPTERS 2 and 3

CHURCH 1
EPHESUS 

The First Century Church 


32-96 AD 

CHURCH 2
SMYRNA

The Persecuted Church



97-311 AD 

CHURCH 3
PERGAMOS

The State Church



312-589 AD

CHURCH 4
THYATIRA 

The Universal Church 



590-1510 AD

CHURCH 5
SARDIS

The Reformation Church


1511-1730 AD
CHURCH 6
PHILADELPHIA

The Missionary Church 



1731-1910 AD

CHURCH 7
LAODICEA

The Apostate Church 



1911 onwards

This book is therefore the second of seven volumes based on the sequence and characteristics of the churches in the order given in Revelation 2 and 3. When viewed as a whole the predominant church in the sequence from Pentecost to the Rapture clearly demonstrates that these seven volumes can be related back in sequence to the type of predominant church in sequence as tabulated above.[see book 260 for the complete seven volumes in one.]

Note – For a detailed study of the Book of the Revelation please see EBCWA Book 97-2

I must thank Mrs Joan Huggett for her outstanding efforts in assisting me so greatly in this work 
VOLUME 2.
DOMINANT CHURCH: SMYRNA – THE PERSECUTED CHURCH   98-311 AD
SMYRNA – REVELATION 2: 8-11
8  And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;  9  I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

''Smyrna'' means ''myrrh'' which was a gum or resin that was crushed to give off a fragrance. Myrrh was also used in embalming the dead. [John 19:39-40]    This church was persecuted and suffered greatly. Christ greets them as the one "who was dead, and has come to life." This poor church was rich in God's sight, for they were faithful in spite of suffering, slander and death.  They are promised the "crown of life" (James. 1:12). 

At Smyrna Satan's had a two-fold attack. He attack by both external persecution and internal infiltration by legalistic Jews whom Christ calls the "synagogue of Satan." One of the great martyrs of Smyrna was the Pastor Polycarp who was a student of John. He was burned at the stake and won the crown of life.

Historically, Smyrna represents church history from 100 to 300 A. D., a period of great persecution by Rome.  At this time Christianity was despised by the world as a collection of ragged, poor, and deluded people, yet they were rich before God.  When we come to Laodicea, we find a large, rich, respected church that is naked in God's sight. Is there any question as to where we are today?

Jesus Christ tells the church at Smyrna that he is the first and the last and the He Himself died and lived again. Although He died violently, He nevertheless lived again because of the resurrection. Together with Philadelphia, the only other church of the seven mentioned not to be criticised at all, Smyrna held out longest against the Turks so that its lampstand shone far longer than its more important neighbours. 

One of the oldest and most prominent cities in the Roman province of Asia Smyrna sought to achieve honour equal to that of Ephesus in this period but failed.

Many of the people who heard this message from John were also to die violent deaths. The description of the Lord who had been raised from the dead would therefore be a source of comfort to them. It is of course a great comfort to us as we know because He has been raised all believers will be raised. Faithfulness in witness, even if it is under persecution, will be more effective than the views of  people with glamour and wealth.

People were betrayed to officials by informers and by the second century history states that Christians in Asia Minor were only charged if accused by such informers. The main group fulfilling this role in Smryna were the Jews who betrayed Christian leaders such as Polycarp. By purely saying the Christian was not welcome in a synagogue it was enough to accuse him.

The church at Smyrna is commended for its patience in sufferings and for enduring the blasphemy of those who claim to be Jews. In church history this may refer to the Romans who considered themselves to be the people of God with the emperor being a god himself. The Christians were therefore being persecuted by those claiming to be the people of God, but were not. Christians were often killed on the grounds that they refused to sacrifice to the emperor.

In our case God knows our works and our motivation. He knows the pressure we come under and that it is for our spiritual benefit. Those who are in fellowship with the Lord in a suffering situation are rich spiritually as seen in the spiritual life of the many persecuted churches in recent years. Satan attacks in many ways. In order to discern many satanic concepts you need to have a very good knowledge of God’s Word.

The exhortation in verse 10 comprises three things:-

[a] They are urged not to fear the things that they are about to suffer. The pressure they are going to be under is one of almost permanent persecution.

[b] They are warned that they are going to be persecuted ten days. Ten emperors persecuted them during the period 96-313 AD. They were Domitian [96], Trajan [98-117], Hadrian [117-138], Antonius Pius [138-161], Marcus Aurelius [161-180], Septimus Severus [193-211], Maximin [235-238], Decius [249-251], Valarian [251-260], Diocletian [284-305] These are the ten days of persecution

[c] They are told not to fear death for if they die as martyrs they shall secure the crown of life.

It should be noted that in the ancient world prison was a place of holding a person prior to trial so that being placed in prison could be a step along the way to execution. The Lord is all knowing and knows trials that we go through. We should therefore adopt the attitude of trusting in the Lord, in everything give thanks for this is the will of God concerning you. 

We should realise that fear is lack of faith. The Christian life is going to be a mixture of sunshine and shadow. We are in the devil’s world and are not necessarily going to be happy all the time although we can have true joy at all times. The overcomer was promised that although they might die violently they should not fear the second death. Those who are Christians who die physically will not be subject to the Second Death, the Last Judgement of Revelation 20 :11-15

CHRONOLOGY

97-110 AD

	97


	

	98
	CIRCULATION OF THE SCRIPTURES – The apostles themselves asked for their letters to be read to the recipient church and then sent on and read in other assemblies – Paul told the churches of Colossae and Laodicea to exchange letters; both of Peter’s letters were to be circulated and read by the brethren in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia; John was instructed by the Lord to send the book of The Revelation to seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea; Peter had studied all of Paul’s letters; Paul included a quote from Luke’s Gospel alongside an Old Testament quote and called them the Scripture.  

Very early on, in the writings of the apostolic fathers – Clement, Polycarp, and Ignatius, there are quotations from nearly all of the books that would eventually enter the New Testament canon.  This is significant since at this time there were quite a number of other books also in circulation about the sayings of our Lord and the things He did, but we find that those known to be inspired, i.e. those gospels and letters written by the apostles or their close associates which were in turn quoted by the apostolic fathers, are those we have in the holy canon.  (The authority of some of the smaller letters was questioned for a short time by churches who lived a long way from the place of writing, for they weren’t sure whether they had actually been written by the Apostles Paul, Peter, and John, or whether they had just been accredited to them.)  

It’s not known for sure, but it is unlikely at this time that any one church would have possessed a complete set of all the inspired books, but those they had in their possession were recognised as canonical, treasured and used through all the early years. Conservative scholars agree that it wasn’t a church council that canonised Scripture. Canonisation occurred naturally, spontaneously, as the early believers had their spiritual needs met upon reading these inspired writings, which had been divinely appointed to form the canon of the New Testament.  In regard to the eventual Council and official formation, Dr. John McEwan writes, “It is important to remember that this process involved the church fathers trying to identify the books that were inspired; it was not them making the books inspired. This formal process was the official recognition of the reality that had existed since the beginning.” 
HIERAPOLIS – A town in Phrygia (in Asia Minor) that was situated between Colossae and Laodicea.  Christianity took hold in Hierapolis during Paul’s 3 years in Ephesus, and he mentions it in Colossians 4:13.  Some of the early martyrdoms were in Hierapolis. The city was famous for its hot mineral springs and deep vaporous cave, around which grew the cultic worship of Phrygian gods; worshippers came to hear utterances issuing from the cave whenever the priest or priestess, whom they supposed to be seated deep within, was under the influence of its vapour.  The vapours which issued forth from this cave were lethal enough to poison birds flying above, and in the fourth century Christians closed it with rocks.  The modern resort town is called Pamukkale, but the ruins of ancient Hierapolis can still be seen.  The area has been made a National Park of Turkey.
IGNATIUS – Bishop of Antioch [98-117ad].  Ignatius is called an apostolic father having been personally acquainted with the Apostle John.  Eusebius records Ignatius as the bishop of Antioch following after Evodius whom he says was the first.  He is known through the seven letters he wrote while on his way to Rome to be martyred after being arrested in Antioch.  The letters were to the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Rome, Philadelphia, Smyrna, and a personal letter to Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna.  In the letters Ignatius strongly opposed Gnostic heresy by stressing the true humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was the first to use the term katholikos (Gr.) ‘catholic’, meaning universal, in his letter to Smyrna.  It was Ignatius who first wrote of a three-tiered hierarchy (one bishop, with several elders and deacons), which was gradually adopted everywhere, moving away from the New Testament church structure where elder, pastor and bishop were interchangeable terms used for the same office.  The teaching of Ignatius that the Lord’s Supper was “the medicine of immortality and the antidote of death“ led to the erroneous belief that withholding communion from a believer because of a grievous sin would put their salvation in peril.

He was martyred about 117, and according to tradition Heros became bishop of Antioch after him.  Ignatius was brought for interrogation before Emperor Trajan at Antioch. The emperor had been in the East since 114 defending frontiers and invading, and narrowly escaped death when the earthquake devastated Antioch in 115.  Ignatius was condemned for his faith in Jesus Christ and sent to Rome to be thrown to wild beasts as part of the amphitheatre entertainment.  In Eusebius we read, “And being carried through Asia under a most rigid custody, he fortified the different churches in the cities where he tarried by his discourses and exhortations, particularly to caution them more against the heresies which even then were springing up and prevailing.  He exhorted them to adhere firmly to the tradition of the apostles”.  The letter Ignatius wrote to the church at Rome contained a request that they not intervene with the Roman authorities in delivering him from martyrdom, saying, “Pardon me; I know what advantage it will confer.”  Trajan, leaving Antioch for Rome soon after this, died while still in Asia Minor.
PAPIAS [c.60-130] – Bishop of Hierapolis, and apostolic father.  Irenaeus states that Papias knew the Apostle John and was a companion of Polycarp.  Around 110 Papias wrote a work in five books called ‘Explanation of the Sayings of Our Lord’, of which fragments only are preserved in the works of Irenaeus and Eusebius.  According to Papias the Gospel of Mark reflects Peter’s view of Christ.  In regard to the book of Revelation, Papias believed that the millennial reign of Christ would be a ‘literal’ 1,000 year earthly kingdom at His second coming.  That Christ’s millennial reign was a literal earthly kingdom was the dominant view in the early church until the fifth century.  Dr. Charles L. Feinberg in his commentary on Revelation says this was so “until Augustine rebelled against it and introduced his spiritualizing method of interpreting prophecy.”  

POLYCARP [69‑155] – Bishop of Smyrna in the Roman province of Asia, and apostolic father, who is described as a faithful pastor and orthodox teacher.  Irenaeus who was a student of Polycarp wrote, “Polycarp, a man who had been instructed by the apostles, and had familiar conversation with many that had seen Christ, and had also been appointed bishop by the apostles in Asia, in the church at Smyrna, whom we also have seen in our youth, for he lived a long time, and to a very advanced age.”  Irenaeus says that he heard Polycarp relate conversations he had had with the Apostle John and others who had seen the Lord.  Ignatius bishop of Antioch visited Polycarp and his congregation in the year 110 and was warmly welcomed by them. Ignatius was under arrest at the time and on his way to Rome and martyrdom.  Polycarp is distinguished as one who had observed the Christian passover with the Apostle John, and when he visited Rome about 155 he discussed the question of the correct date for this celebration [see 155] with Anicetus the bishop.  While in Rome Polycarp clashed with Marcion the Gnostic [see 138].  Irenaeus wrote that many in the city were turned back from following the heretics Valentinus and Marcion by Polycarp’s proclamation of the truth while in Rome.  It is believed that Revelation 2:8 refers to Polycarp.  One document of his survives; it is a non-canonical letter to the church at Philippi. 

Upon his return to Smyrna from a visit to Rome, Polycarp was arrested and burned at the stake when he refused to renounce Christ.  The story of his last days and death is described in a letter from the church at Smyrna to the church at Philomelium.  Philomelium is in Pontus according to Eusebius, and in Phrygia according to Shelley. The letter is believed to be the earliest record which details martyrdom outside of the New Testament. The aged Polycarp who was at first persuaded by his congregation to leave the city was pursued and arrested a few days later in the country at the home of friends.  He requested that a meal be prepared for his pursuers and then asked that he be allowed to pray for an hour.  At the stadium the governor offered him release if he would deny Christ and upon refusal urged him with, “I will cause you to be consumed by fire, should you not change your mind”, to which Polycarp replied, “You threaten fire that burns for a moment and is soon extinguished, because you know nothing of the judgement to come, and the fire of eternal punishment reserved for the wicked.”  In the letter, Polycarp’s death by burning at the stake is graphically described at length by eyewitnesses.
TRAJAN – Roman emperor [98‑117ad]. Trajan was adopted by Nerva as his son and successor.  He was an able military commander who extended the empire considerably.  It was during Trajan’s reign that Christianity was ruled an illegal religion, and he was the second emperor to systematically persecute the church. PERSECUTION UNDER TRAJAN – Trajan ordered those who declared themselves Christians to be put to death without their having committed any crime other than being Christians, yet at the same time, he advised that no searches be made for them. It provoked this observation by Tertullian, “O confused sentence; he would not have them sought for, as innocent men, and yet would have them punished as guilty”.  Persecutions were periodic and localised, the results of accusations from individuals or spur of the moment protests, and according to Eusebius, “many of the faithful endured martyrdoms of various kinds”.


	99
	JERUSALEM PRIMATES [99-213] This period is very vague in the history of the Primates of Jerusalem as it not only involved the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD but also the Bar Kokhba’s Revolt 132-136. Matthew I of Jerusalem was the Bishop of Jerusalem (Aelia Capitolina) during the period between the revolt in Palestine of 66 to 70 and that of 132-136, during which, according to Eusebius, there were thirteen bishops of Jerusalem, all Jewish Christians. Matthew was probably bishop for few years after Tobias until 120. While he was persecuted under emperor Hadrian, Matthew was said to have died in peace. Judas of Jerusalem, was the great grandson of Jude and the last Jewish Bishop of Jerusalem, according to Eusebius of Caesarea  Though the date he became bishop of Jerusalem is not known, Judas is said to have lived beyond the Bar Kokhba's revolt. However, Marcus was appointed bishop of Aelia Capitolina, 135 by the Metropolitan of Caesarea. Around 185 Narcissus who was of Greek origin was elected as Primate of Aelia Capitolina at the age of 80. He was known for his holiness, but there are hints that many people found him harsh and rigid in his efforts to keep church discipline. Ten years later he and Theophilus, bishop of Caesarea in Palestine, presided at a council of Palestinian bishops, held at Caesarea. Alexander of Jerusalem, was brought in to assist him. Narcissus died in 212 while in prayer on his knees. He was succeeded by Alexander [see 213]. There were fourteen bishops referred to between Mark and Narcissus.



	100
	DOCETISM gets its name from the Greek word meaning "to seem to be". In the history of Christian theology this is the view that Jesus Christ was not a real man but simply appeared so. This undermines not only the incarnation, but also the atonement and resurrection. Through Eusebius we know about Cerinthus the Docetist who was the opponent of the apostle John at Ephesus. The origin of Docetism is not biblical but Hellenistic and oriental, and has the concept that matter is essentially evil. Alexandria was a melting pot of Hellenistic and Oriental ideas, and the home of some of the greatest Gnostic teachers.
EVARISTUS – Bishop of Rome [100‑105].  His father was a Jew, originally from Bethlehem. Evaristus was also of Greek origin and born in Antioch.  Eusebius records him fourth bishop of Rome following after Clement. He succeeded Clement [see 91] and was succeeded by Alexander I [see 105].

HEROS I Primate of Antioch [100-127] see also 68 and 127

THOMAS – INDIA – According to tradition, it was the Apostle Thomas who took the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to India.  In ‘Church History Made Plain’, Bruce Shelley says, “We can say with some certainty that the church in India has existed from very early times.  A voyage by Thomas to south India in the first century was well within the realm of possibility.”  When the missionary Pantaenus of Alexandria arrived to evangelise India in the second century, he found many believers and the Gospel of Matthew already there.  Marco Polo, who visited India in 1288 and 1292, was shown a tomb said to be that of Thomas.


	101


	

	102


	

	103


	

	104


	

	105
	ALEXANDER I – Bishop of Rome [105‑115].  He was beheaded in Rome during the persecution of Trajan, and two deacons were also martyred.  His jailer, Quirinus, and his daughter are said to have been converted by Alexander and consequently martyred.  Alexander is credited with the introduction of ‘holy water’, and initiating the custom of houses being blessed by water with salt added.  Some say the custom of dipping the fingers in holy water before entering a church derives from the Jewish custom of ritual cleansing from the Mosaic Law.  But according to noted commentator Alfred Barnes, “It was derived from the pagan custom of placing a vessel with consecrated water at the entrance of their temples.”  In regard to the pagan use of holy water it is of interest that the first vending machine was for holy water, invented around 62 ad by Heron of Alexandria, inventor and master of geometry.  When a coin was placed in the machine it struck a lever causing a valve to open, which allowed a certain amount of ‘holy water’ to flow out. Alexander I succeeded Evaristus [see 100] and was succeeded by Sixtus I [see 115].
SEDECION – Bishop of Byzantium [105-114] succeeded Bishop Plutarch [see 89] during the reign of Trajan when the emperor significantly persecuted Christians as seen below.


	106
	PRIMUS Patriarch of Alexandria [106-118] see 96 and 118 He was elected Bishop of Alexandria in the 12th year of the reign of the Emperor Traianos


	107


	

	108


	

	109


	

	110
	PLINY THE YOUNGER – Roman writer and administrator, nephew of Pliny the Elder. He is noted especially for his letters. One which is of particular interest to us he wrote to Emperor Trajan after being sent to govern Bithynia about the year 110. In the letter he revealed that believers were executed for simply being Christians even though no crime had been committed.  He was dismayed over the rapid spread of the Christian faith, and said that it “had penetrated, not only the cities, but even the villages and the country”, and told Trajan, “What I have done, in the case of those who admitted they were Christians, was to order them sent to Rome if citizens; if not, to have them killed.”  The letter also gives us a description of early church worship which is probably the earliest record we have from an unbeliever. He noted that they would rise before dawn and read their Scriptures and bind themselves with an oath not to commit any crime and to be law abiding then they would take food and have a community meal.  Two years after this Pliny died in Bithynia.



111-120 AD

	111


	

	112


	

	113


	

	114
	DIOGENES – Bishop of Byzantium [114-129] who succeeded Sedecion [see105]. He was in office during the reigns of Emperors Trajan and Hadrian. Very little is known of him.


	115
	SIXTUS I – Bishop of Rome [115‑125]. Tradition ascribes to Sixtus I the declaring of certain vessels as holy and ruling that only the clergy could handle them and that bishops who have been summoned to Rome shall, upon their return, not be received by their diocese except on presenting Apostolic letters indicating at that time the desire for domination by the bishop of Rome. He succeeded Alexander I [see 105] and was succeeded by Telesphorus [see 125].


	116


	

	117
	BASILIDES – Heretical Gnostic teacher who established schools in Egypt.  Basilides taught in Alexandria at the time when Hadrian was emperor, and claimed that his secret knowledge came from the apostles; his teaching died out by the end of the second century.  Later, in writing about this heresy, Irenaeus said that “Basilides, under the pretext of matters too deep to be divulged, stretched his inventions to a boundless extent in his astonishing fictions of impious heresy.”  According to church historian Henry Sheldon, Basilides Gnosticism “Goes beyond all bounds in emphasizing the transcendence of the primal Being, declaring Him not only above all name and conception, but above the category of existence itself,” (which is rather like our idea of a non-entity). 
HADRIAN – Roman emperor [117‑138], adopted heir to Trajan, and the third emperor to persecute the church.  Hadrian spent the majority of his reign away from Rome strengthening the frontiers of his empire as in the province of Britannia in 122 where he initiated the construction of the wall named in his honour.  In 130 he began the reconstruction of Jerusalem as the colony of Aelia Capitolina and passed laws that resulted in catastrophe for the Jews [see Bar-Kokhba Revolt 132].

PERSECUTION UNDER HADRIAN – The persecution of Christians in some of the provinces continued under Hadrian the same as it had been under Trajan in that any who were informed against as being Christians were to be executed if they refused to renounce Christ.  In Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, ten thousand believers are said to have been martyred in the period that spanned the reigns of Trajan and Hadrian.
SATURNINUS – Heretical Gnostic teacher from Antioch, Syria, in the first decades of the second century.  Other heretics had taught a type of Gnosticism in Syria in the late first century but Saturninus was a leading exponent.  He established schools in Syria where the heresy he taught included ideas such as ‘the God of the Jews being the chief of seven angels responsible for creation’, and, ‘the supreme Deity sending down a redeeming being, who takes on the semblance of a body’.


	118
	JUSTUS – Patriarch of Alexandria [118-129] (see 106 and 131). He governed the Diocese of Alexandria during the reign of the Emperor Adrian.


	119


	

	120


	


121 – 130 AD

	121


	

	122


	

	123
	ROMAN EXPANSION BEYOND THE EUPHRATES RENOUNCED – Emperor Hadrian quickly realised the new frontiers of Trajan’s could not be defended, and he resigned the eastern conquests.  Parthians could once again elect an independent sovereign, and Roman garrisons were withdrawn from the provinces beyond the Euphrates.
SAMSON OF ARBIL [d.123] – First known martyr of the Roman empire he was a deacon to Paqida, the first bishop of Arbil [104-114] in what is now Iraq. Samson became bishop there in 120 and successfully evangelised surrounding villages whose inhabitants followed a debased form of fire worship involving annual child sacrifices. Arrested in 123 by nobles and Magians he was tortured and decapitated.



	124
	QUADRATUS – First Christian apologist. He was Greek, and wrote the first apology in behalf of Christians and is said to have presented it to Hadrian in person when the emperor was in Athens in the year 124.  All that survives is one sentence preserved in the works of Eusebius.  Apologies began to be written in the wake of accusations against the Christian faith and the Christian’s conduct, and those qualified to do so, took pen in hand and wrote a formal written defence.  Apologia is apo away + logos word, and these defence documents were written to emperors or governmental secretaries in the hope that ‘the words would turn away’ persecution.  Eusebius quoted the particular fragment from the apology of Quadratus as evidence of the age in which Quadratus lived – “The deeds of our Saviour were always before you for they were genuine: those that were healed, those that were raised from the dead; who were seen, not only when healed and when raised, but were always present; not only while our Lord was on earth, but likewise when he left the earth, they remained living a long time; so that some of them have also lived to our own times.”  The most famous Christian apologist was Justin Martyr (see 138).


	125
	TELESPHORUS – bishop of Rome [125‑138].  Telesphorus was Greek; he was martyred during the reign of Hadrian. Tradition ascribes to him some rituals in relation to festal seasons but they are unsubstantiated. He succeeded Sixtus I [see 115] and was succeeded by Hyginus [see 138].
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	127
	CORNELIUS Primate of Antioch [127-151] see also 107 and 151
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	129
	ELETHERIUS – Bishop of Byzantium [129-136] succeeded Diogenes [see 114]. The persecution of Christians by Emperor Hadrian [see 117] was during his bishopric.


	130
	ABRAHAM APOCALYPSE was a Jewish apocryphal work which survives only in a Slavonic translation. The original was completed around 130 AD. The first eight chapters deal with the conversion of Abraham from idolatry while the remaining twenty four deal with the apocalypse proper.



131-140 AD

	131
	EUMENES Patriarch of Alexandria [131-141] see 118 and 142. Also called Emenaios. He governed the Alexandrian Church during the reign of the Emperor Entoninus the Pious.


	132
	BAR-KOKHBA REVOLT [ad 132-135] – Hadrian’s universal prohibition against circumcision, plus his edict forbidding the teaching of the Tora, as well as his announced intention to found a Roman colony at the site of Jerusalem and the beginning of its construction (all this in the early 130s), led to the Bar-Kokhba revolt of the Jews under Simeon ben Kosba.  In 132, Kosba stormed Jerusalem and it was liberated as well as other towns and villages; coins were struck with the inscription “Year 1 of the freedom of Jerusalem”, and Akiva ben Yoseph, the leading rabbi of the day, hailed Kosba as the Messiah and gave him the title Bar-Kokhba “Son of the Star” (a messianic allusion).  There were others who called him Koziba, a pun on the Hebrew word kazab for liar.  Roman historian Dio Cassius wrote that the Christians refused to join the revolt.  Other sources say they were sympathetic at first and then separated themselves when he was hailed as the Messiah.  Justin Martyr (a contemporary) wrote that Bar-Kokhba “gave orders that Christians should be led to cruel punishment unless they would deny Jesus Christ, and utter blasphemy.”  

Emperor Hadrian came to Judea in 134 and also summoned the aid of Severus, the Roman governor of the province of Britannia, and his legion, and conquest followed in 135.  580,000 Jews were killed in battle, and thousands of women and children were sold into slavery.  With the sickness and starvation that followed, Judea was almost depopulated.  By order of the emperor the name of the province of Judea was changed to the province of Syria Palaestina (and later simply Palaestina).  The rebuilding of Jerusalem as the colony Aelia Capitolina with a pagan temple to Jupiter on the Jewish Temple site was completed, and the death penalty decreed for any Jew who entered its gates.  The new name of the city was in honour of Hadrian (his clan name being Aelia), and the gods of the Capitoline Triad (Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva), and it was used until the time of Constantine, early in the fourth century.
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	135
	CARPOCRATES – A Gnostic who taught in Alexandria who considered Jesus as a mere man and revered him as well as philosophers. He taught that man should experience all things to avoid reincarnation. This led to licentiousness. 


	136
	CERDO – Heretical teacher who came to Rome from Syria around 136 with his Gnostic teaching.  One of his assertions was that the God of the Old Testament was different from the God of the New Testament; that the God who had been proclaimed by the law and the prophets was not the Father of Jesus Christ. Cerdo was the predecessor to Marcion [see 144]. Later writers make Cerdo a Docetic. 
FELIX – Bishop of Byzantium [136-141] succeeded Eleutherius [see 129]. His time in office was during the period of the emperors Hadrian and Antonius Pius.
VALENTINUS – Heretical teacher from Egypt, who moved to Rome from Alexandria around 136 to expound his Gnostic teaching to the church in Rome.  He had developed the idea of an eternity of being called the Pleroma which was above all and wherein divinity, a Supreme Father, has always existed.  There were Aeons in between the Pleroma and the material evil world below, which material evil world was created by the Demiurge, Jehovah of the Old Testament, a lesser being who imagined himself supreme.  The Saviour came from the in-between layer, the world of Aeons; the Christ was the most perfect Aeon and united himself with Jesus of Nazareth.  The Gnostic schools of Valentinus in Alexandria and Rome were very influential.  But it is not surprising that we find Tertullian telling us that Valentinus was passed over for bishop, after which he left Rome, and taught in Cyprus.


	137
	

	138
	ANTONINUS PIUS – Roman emperor [138‑161], the fourth emperor to persecute the Christians.  Martyrdoms occurred in the province of Asia during his reign, and in particular in Smyrna where Polycarp was bishop.  It was to Antoninus Pius that Justin Martyr’s First Apology was addressed in defence of Christianity, and his Second Apology advised the same emperor that the popular charges that Christians were atheists and immoral were unfounded.

CHARGES AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS – these charges were ludicrous, and arose from a lack of understanding plus hatred.  Christians were accused of being atheists, cannibals, and incestuous.  ‘Atheists’ - because they refused to burn incense to the emperor and worship the Roman gods, therefore when disasters occurred Christian’s were to blame. ‘Cannibals’ - because of the stories going around that somebody was being eaten at secret meetings, which was the Lord’s Supper and the symbolised partaking of the body and blood of the Lord.  ‘Incestuous’ - because Christian husbands and wives were heard calling each other brother and sister.  Once the rumours started they spread rapidly. 
GNOSTICISM – The terms Gnostic and Gnosticism (from the Greek word for knowledge gnosis) refer specifically to those false teachers and their heresies who appeared from the beginning of the Church Age. Over a period of about three centuries, from within and without the church,  they tried to influence believers with their myths about origins and their secret knowledge about the Christ and about Jesus.  These false teachers (who have been named Gnostics by modern scholars) created their various systems from the superior knowledge they claimed to have of the spiritual world, over and above that which had been revealed to the inspired writers of Scripture, and there were as many different systems as there were teachers.  To create their myths and explain their own ideas about the how, what, where, when of the things of God they borrowed from the Hebrew Scriptures and Christianity, delved into Hellenistic philosophy, and Asiatic mysticism.  The erroneous views regarding our Lord Jesus Christ varied; to some, Jesus was just a man with a mother and father, upon whom the Christ descended and united, others speculated as to whether he was real or only an apparition, but they were generally agreed that he was not the Son of God.  

One may wonder how such nonsense as taught by the Gnostics can have been taken seriously, but Gnosticism did have serious influence and each false teacher gained quite a following from those deceived by the combination of speculation, imagination on the rampage creating elaborate myths, as well as some genuine thought.  Plus, the Gnostics were quick to claim that Jesus had revealed to a select few that which he had never declared openly, and this secret teaching had been passed on through an unbroken line of disciples.  That claim led Irenaeus to compile lists of the names of bishops belonging to various cities, going all the way back to the apostles, and he pointed out that not one was a Gnostic.  The church fathers who had equipped themselves from the inspired writings did not hesitate to come forward and refute these false teachers.

Undeterred by the fact that mankind has always had the divinely inspired revelation of their origins, the futile search for gnosis/knowledge regarding it has always existed.  For in defiance of their creator and the truth He has revealed, there have always been those of His creatures who think they know better; all the way through from Lamech, and Nimrod and the tower of Babel, to our own day.  Plato, in the fifth century bc in his work on the origin and nature of the universe, adapted and used the word Demiurge, which was originally the ancient Greek word for ‘craftsman’.  In Plato’s use of it the Demiurge takes the pre-existing materials of chaos and produces all the physical things of the world according to eternal specifications.  The word demiurge was in turn adopted by some of the Gnostics, as was the word aeon.  Aeon is the Greek word for ‘age’; some of the Gnostics used it for a particular order of spirits, or a sphere of existence emanating from divinity, with each successive emanation having less divine energy due to being more remote, plus the possibility of error in these lower levels.  In most of the Gnostic systems the creation of the material universe came from such error, which brought about the conflict between matter and spirit.

Encyclopaedia Britannica – “In reconstructing Gnostic doctrines, modern scholars relied to a great extent on the writings of Irenaeus, who summarized the Gnostic views before attacking them.  After the discovery of the Gnostic library near Naj’ Hammadi (in Egypt) in the 1940’s, respect for Irenaeus increased: he was proved to have been extremely precise in his report of the doctrines he rejected.” 

The Gnostic library is called the Nag Hammadi papyri.  It is a collection of 12 Coptic books that contain 52 documents that were written by Gnostics in the second or third centuries; the papyri themselves are fourth century copies.  Found in 1945 they are held in the Coptic Museum in Cairo.
HYGINUS – Bishop of Rome [138‑140] during whose reign the Gnostics who denied that Jesus was the Son of God came into prominence.  Cerdo, Valentinus, and Marcion came to Rome with their false teaching, and it was branded heresy, but there were many led astray by these Gnostics who claimed to have inside information about all things spiritual apart from the inspired writings. He succeeded Telesphorus [see 125] and was succeeded by Pius I [see 140].

JUSTIN MARTYR – Christian apologist, born around 100, in Flavia Neapolis, a Roman city built on the site of ancient Shechem, Samaria.  Justin was converted from paganism, possibly at Ephesus where he was studying philosophy, by a humble old Christian.  Justin as an unbeliever had tried various philosophies in an effort to satisfy his enquiring mind, and observed “The perception of immaterial things quite overpowered me; and the contemplation of ideas furnished my mind with wings, so that in a little while I supposed I had become wise”.  But then he met the old man on the sea shore who unfolded to him the wisdom and message of God that was so superior all his previous acquired knowledge seemed emptiness by comparison.  “Straightway a flame was kindled in my soul, and a love of the prophets and of those men who are the friends of Christ possessed me.”  Soon after 135 he moved to Rome.  Justin became the most notable of the writers of the second century defending the Christian faith.  Three of his works survive: the First and Second Apologies, and Dialogue with Trypho (a learned Jew).  

Justin’s FIRST APOLOGY in defence of Christianity expressed the core elements of The Faith.  And through this apology in which he upheld the historicity of Jesus, he opposed the heresies of Gnosticism, in particular Docetic and Marcionism.  Docetic: from Greek dokein – ‘to seem’; they claimed that Christ did not have a real body, only an apparent one; and Marcionism, which tried to separate Christianity from its Old Testament heritage in saying that the God of the Jews, who was the creator of matter, was evil and different from the God of the New Testament. Justin personally opposed Marcion in Rome about this.  The SECOND APOLOGY dealt with pagan suspicion regarding Christian life and worship, and Justin defended the celebrations of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  In DIALOGUE WITH TRYPHO he converses with a Jewish rabbi, and by using prophecy, Justin gives a full account of Israel’s positive role in religious history, emphasising the continuity of the Old Testament in the New through their integrated typology, and the summing up of the old covenant in the new.

Justin was martyred in Rome in 165 during the reign of Marcus Aurelius, having vigorously presented his faith as both scriptural and reasonable in the face of criticism by both Jews and pagans.
MARCION – Heretical Gnostic teacher from Pontus. He was a wealthy ship-owner who came to Rome around 138 and “uttered blasphemies without a blush” (Irenaeus).  Although at first Marcion was influenced by Cerdo he quickly outshone his teacher and became far more influential, his brand of Gnostic heresy circulated rapidly, and was organised and widespread.  Among other things, he taught that the God of the Jews, who was the creator of matter, was evil and different from the God of the New Testament, who was good; and since matter is evil, the ‘bodily’ appearance of Christ was pure delusion. There naturally followed in Marcion’s teaching a rejection also of the resurrection.  Polycarp called him “the firstborn of the devil” to his face.

Marcion assembled together his own set of scripture made up of 10 books of Paul, and a heavily edited version of Luke’s Gospel.  He said all of the other apostles were falsifiers of the truth, and he rejected the Old Testament completely.  He excluded Paul’s pastoral books altogether and cut bits from the 10 he had included.  According to Irenaeus, he removed from Paul’s writings, all passages that referred to the creator being the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and those prophetical passages Paul quoted from the Old Testament that announced beforehand the coming of the Lord.  He removed from Luke’s Gospel the genealogy of the Lord and other passages where the Lord clearly speaks of the creator as His Father.  Eusebius notes that there were many ecclesiastical writers in these times that contended for the truth and “by publishing their writings, furnished preventives against these heresies.”  It was from this time, in response to Marcion’s corrupted canon that orthodox believers began making decisions about which of the circulating scriptures belonged in the Holy Canon; a process that would not be completed until 397.
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	140
	ARISTO OF PELLA – The earliest recorded Christian apologist against Judaism. His work was known by Tertullian [see 200]. Eusebius [see 309] found in Aristo’s work information about the defeat of Bar Kochba and the exclusion of the Jews from Jerusalem by Hadrian [see 117].
PIUS I – Bishop of Rome [140‑154]. He continued to battle the influence of the Gnostics. The heretics Valentinus, Cerdon, and Marcion all visited Rome at this time. In 144 Marcion was excommunicated by Pius I. He succeeded Hyginus [see 138] and was succeeded by Anicetus [see 155].




141 – 150 AD

	141
	POLYCARPUS II – Bishop of Byzantium [141-144], succeeded Felix [see 136] and was in office during the reign of Emperor Antonius Pius. His relics were kept in a coffin of marble.


	142
	MARK II – Patriarch of Alexandria [142-152] see 131 and 152. Mark was of Egyptian origin and was also called Marcian


	143


	

	144
	ATHENODORUS – Bishop of Byzantium [144-148] succeeded Polycarpus II [see 141]. During his bishopric there was a significant increase in the Christian population. He commissioned the construction of a cathedral in Elaea which was later renovated by Constantine I who wanted to be buried there. He in fact was not interred there as it was considered not suitable being outside Byzantium. The cathedral was dedicated to the martyrdoms of Eleazar and his seven children in 2 Maccabees.
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	148
	EUZOIS – Bishop of Byzantium [148-154]. His Greek name means “good life”. He succeeded Athenodorus [see 144].  Euzois was in office during the persecutions of Emperor Antonius Pius.
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	150
	BIBLE  Greek bible translated into old Latin for use in North Africa.  The translator is not known.  Scholars are certain that the styles of Tertullian’s Latin works [196-212] and even more so of Cyprian’s [248-258], testify to the existence of a North African Old Latin version of Scripture being in circulation for some time.



151-160 AD

	151


	

	152
	CELADION Patriarch of Alexandria [152-166] see 142 and 167


	153


	

	154
	HEROS II Primate of Antioch [154-169] see also 127 and 169
LAURENCE – Bishop of Byzantium [154-166] succeeded Euzios [see 148] during the reigns of Antonius Pius and Marcus Aurelius [see 161] in whose time there was persecution of Christians.



	155
	ANICETUS – Bishop of Rome [155‑166].  Anicetus continued to work in combating the influence that the Gnostics Valentinus and Marcion had had, and also to prevent such heresies creeping into the church.  During his rule argument between the Eastern and Western churches arose as to the correct date for the one-day celebration of the Christian Passover, which (sadly) we call Easter. He succeeded Pius I [see 140] and was succeeded by Soter [see 167].
PASSOVER CONTROVERSY – This concerned the date for the celebration of Passover or Easter. The controversy occurred from the second to the eighth centuries. Passover is the name the early Church used for the celebration, and Passover is still the name used in many countries of the world. Pascha is both Greek and Latin from the Hebrew word pesah for Passover. The word pascha in Acts 12:4 was mistranslated Easter in the KJV; it is everywhere else in Scripture translated Passover. The controversy was over which day was correct for the one-day celebration. In the East it was 14 Nisan (whichever day of the week it fell on), whilst the West celebrated it on the Sunday after 14 Nisan.  Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, travelled to Rome in 155 to discuss the question of the correct day with Bishop Anicetus.   According to Irenaeus, Polycarp said he had always observed it with the Apostle John on 14 Nisan, and Anicetus said that he was obliged to keep the custom that went back to Sixtus, who was bishop of Rome from 115-125.  Neither could persuade the other to change so they agreed amicably to differ, deciding to allow the churches to continue to have their own day.  However, with the East and West using different days for this celebration the issue became more and more controversial, and later when Victor was bishop of Rome there was a very stormy dispute [see 189].
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161-170 AD

	161
	MARCUS AURELIUS – Roman emperor [161‑180]. He was the adopted son of Antoninus Pius, and became the fifth emperor to persecute the church. While consul under Antoninus, he discharged his public duties with great conscientiousness and at the same time was devoted to the study of law and philosophy.  Marcus was someone who would be considered a fine unbeliever.  During his reign he wrote a work deemed a classic of stoic philosophy called ‘Meditations’, which sets out his stoic view of life.  There were many apologies addressed to Marcus in behalf of the persecuted Christians, of which he took no note.  He disliked Christians, and referred to Christianity once in ‘Meditations’ and in particular to martyrdom, as sheer obstinacy and a love for theatrical display.

PERSECUTION UNDER MARCUS AURELIUS – Marcus Aurelius saw Christians as a threat to the well-being of the state, which encouraged anti-Christian informers to come forward.  Christians were also blamed for a plague; in 161 when the Parthians attacked the empires eastern frontier, they were driven back, but the soldiers who had fought them brought home the Asiatic plague and millions across the empire died.  The Christians were blamed; all calamities were the fault of the ‘atheistic’ Christians.  There were martyrdoms in Rome, Gaul, Asia Minor, and Carthage; the most severe persecutions were in 177 in Lyons and Vienne in Gaul (France).
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	166
	ALYPIUS – Bishop of Byzantium [166-169] who succeeded Laurence [see 154] held office during the persecutions of Marcus Aurelius. 


	167
	AGRIPPINUS Patriarch of Alexandria [167-178] see 152 and 178
HEGESIPPUS – Second century church historian. His ministry properly terminated about 190. Jerome corroborates these dates when he says that Hegesippus lived near the time of the Apostles. Eusebius draws the conclusion that Hegesippus’ was a Jew and says his work comprised of five books of memoirs. His main work appeared to be directed against the Gnostics and ranged over the whole of Church history to his day.

SOTER – Bishop of Rome [167‑175].  During his rule the Montanists appeared on the scene, and Soter attacked their teaching, which was later pronounced heresy. It was stated that he declared that marriage was valid only as a sacrament blessed by a priest and that he formally inaugurated Passover [Easter] as an annual festival in Rome. He succeeded Anicetus [see 155] and succeeded Eleutherius [see 175].
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	169
	PERTINAX – Bishop of Byzantium [169-187] who succeeded Alypius [see 166]. He was originally a senior officer in the Roman army based in Thrace, European Turkey. When he contracted a disease he heard of miracles occurring in a group called Christians. He sought help from Bishop Alypius. When his disease was cured he assumed it was a result of Alypius’ prayers and converted to Christianity. Shortly after he was ordained a priest and succeeded Alypius as bishop of Byzantium at the time of the latter’s death. His reign of nearly 20 years shows that he was probably younger than others gaining this office. 

THEOPHILUS Primate of Antioch [169-182] see also 151 and 182


	170
	ALEXANDER OF ABONUTICHUS – Founder of a popular cult in Pontus who was aggressively anti Christian. His oracles relied on tongues, extra sensory perception and trickery with elaborate ritual.



171-180 AD

	171
	ATHENAGORAS who was a Christian apologist from Athens who sent apologies the Emperors Marcus Aurelius [see 161] and Commodus [see 180] on behalf of Christians refuting allegations against them of atheism, eating human flesh and practicing incest. He drew attention to the peaceful and blameless living of Christians and claimed equal rights for them with other citizens. He also stressed the divinity of the Logos and the Trinity thus the description of him as the Christian Philosopher of Athens is seen as appropriate.


	172
	MONTANUS – A former pagan priest of the ecstatic cult of Cybele (great mother of the gods).  After his conversion he believed himself to be the appointed prophet of God and founded the MONTANISTS in Phrygia, Asia Minor; a separatist group of ‘the enlightened’.  He demanded asceticism, chastity, fasting and a vegetarian diet eaten dry.  Montanists were believers who placed particular emphasis upon the Holy Spirit, and especially the gift of prophesying.  Two prophetesses, Maximilla and Priscilla, joined Montanus, and these three formed the leadership.  There were visions, speaking in tongues and ecstatics, with divine inspiration being claimed for his and their visions and utterances.  The prophecies failed.  His followers were often seized with mass hysteria brought on by intensely fervent hopes of the imminent return of Christ and His millennial reign. They believed the New Jerusalem would descend in Asia Minor, on the plain between the two villages of Pepuza and Tymion, and this would be the site of Christ’s second coming which would usher in a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. They left their villages and gathered there in anticipation.  The sect soon gathered momentum and had adherents in Rome, and North Africa, Tertullian becoming their most famous around 207.  Henry Sheldon in his History of the Church says that one finds “Tertullian stigmatizing as ‘psychics’ the great body of Christians who refused to accept Montanism, and reserving the name of ‘spirituals’ for the adherents of that system.”  Because of their belief that they were privy to additional and supplementary disclosures of divine truth it was the Montanists later who wanted to have no closure on the canon of Scripture, no limits so that new revelation could be included in an expanded canon.  In the year 230 a synod was held in Iconium which refused to recognise the validity of the Montanists baptism.  Although they were extremely legalistic and carried away to excesses, the accusation of heresy seems harsh.  Groups of Montanists survived in North Africa until the fifth century.
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	174
	First Christians reported in Austria


	175
	APOLLINARIUS, CLAUDIUS – Bishop of Hierapolis who defended the church against heresy, and also fiercely opposed the Montanists [see 172].  He wrote four apologies: three addressed to Marcus Aurelius, the other for general circulation, and a treatise on the Christian Passover (Easter); all his writings are lost and known only through the writing of others.

CAINITES [175-225] which was a dissolute sect who believed the Creator to be so evil that his laws should be inverted and his recorded enemies such as Cain, Esau and Korah commended. Judas Iscariot was commended by some for opposing Christ and by others for causing saviour-hood to come into being with their writings including a “Gospel of Judas” and an account of the revelations to Paul in the third heaven. 
ELEUTHERIUS – Bishop of Rome [175‑189].  A Greek who had been a deacon under the two previous bishops. Eleutherius was confronted by the Montanists [see 172] because of his ruling that food fit for human consumption was not to be despised by Christians. He succeeded Soter [see 167] and was succeeded by Victor I [see 189].

MELITO – Bishop of Sardis, Lydia (ruins in Turkey). He was a prolific author whose works are catalogued in Eusebius, and known from fragments, and quotation in the works of others, and the recovery of papyrus copies found in the twentieth century.  Included is an ‘Apology’ written to Marcus Aurelius in 175, a treatise ‘On the Passover’, and another ‘On Baptism’, which show a rhetorical style of writing and the use of Typology (he shows the slain Pascal Lamb as ‘the type’ of the sacrificial death of Christ).  Melito is said to have embarked on the first known pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and is credited with first using the term Old Testament to distinguish the Hebrew Scriptures from the New.  His list of Old Testament books did not include the Apocryphal writings. The theology of Melito falls within the category of the Logos Christology of the other apologists.


	176
	ALOGI – An obscure group from Asia Minor which in reaction to the Montanists [see 172] questioned the authority of those books on which they based their claims. They rejected the gospel of John and the Revelation which according to them were written by Cerinthus, and objected to the Logos theory of the Apologists hence their name Alogi.



	177
	BLANDINA – French martyr during the persecution in Lyons and Vienne; the slave of a Christian mistress (also facing martyrdom and fearful that she herself might deny Christ under torture).   After being forced to witness the deaths of Christian brethren in the arena in order to dissuade her, it is said that Blandina, in the arena herself, encouraged a 15 year old Christian boy throughout his ordeal and then gave a great witness of courage and Christ-like-ness as she was tortured and killed.

CELSUS – Greek writer against Christianity whose literary activity occurred between 175 and 180 writing “The True Word” against Christianity which was almost perfectly reproduced by Origen in his work “Contra Celsum” of 248.
IRENAEUS – Bishop of Lyons, France, or as it was then, Lugdunum, Gaul [177-195]; one of the church fathers.  He was born in Asia Minor (probably in Smyrna), and was a student of Polycarp.  Prior to becoming bishop, Irenaeus was a missionary to Gaul.  He succeeded Bishop Pothinus of Lyons who had died during the persecutions of 177.  He was a peacemaker between the churches of Asia Minor and the church of Rome during their differences over the correct day for the one-day celebration of the Christian Passover (Easter).  Irenaeus stated that differences in external factors, such as dates of festivals, need not be so serious as to destroy church unity.  He corresponded widely, had an uncompromising attitude toward the Gnostics, and vigorously promoted orthodox teaching.  Countermeasures against the Gnostics who claimed they possessed secret oral tradition from Jesus Himself, resulted in Irenaeus listing the names of bishops (none of whom were Gnostics) in different cities, going back to the apostles.  To handle some of the Gnostic problems, Irenaeus continued the use of creeds, as Paul had used in several of his books.  For this Irenaeus used the doctrines of the apostles, referred to as the “Rule of Truth”, which were to be learned and recited, to reinforce what you believed in order to combat heresy.  All of his writings combat the false teaching of Gnosticism; his principle work, entitled ‘Against Heresies’, consists of five books.  Irenaeus emphasised the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in both creation and redemption.  He used typology when interpreting Scripture, which is the literal approach, and taught a literal earthly millennial kingdom at the second coming of Christ.

TYPOLOGY – The typological interpretation of Scripture.  As a method of interpretation, typology is literal, and historical.  It was the method of interpretation used by the writers of the New Testament to interpret the Old Testament Scriptures.  “In the OT they found prophecies which Jesus fulfilled, types which He completed, shadows of which He is the substance.  Without questioning the factual character of the earlier events, they saw in them pointers to the fullness of time” – David A. Hubbard (president of Fuller Theological Seminary, California).  

The English word type is derived from the Greek tupos, which has the basic meaning of ‘a visible impression or mark made by a blow or by pressure.’    The ‘type’ can be a person, an event, or object found in the Old Testament, which pre-figures or foreshadows the ‘anti-type’ which is in the New Testament.  A type is not the same as a symbol, a symbol can refer to something in the past, present, or future; a type always foreshadows that which is to come, and is frequently Messianic.  Irenaeus used typology in refuting heresy and attacks on the OT, and according to David Hubbard, “Had the church-at-large adopted Irenaeus’ scheme of progressive revelation, of continuity yet contrast between the two Testaments, the whole history of her understanding of the faith would have been altered for the better.“  Sadly, from the fifth century on, the church-at-large followed Augustine who spiritualised away the literal sense of Scripture and developed a complete eschatology based on allegorising Scripture.
MARTYRDOMS IN LYONS AND VIENNE IN GAUL – This is where the persecution under Marcus Aurelius was most severe.  It began with Christians being banned from social and public life, banned from public baths and the market place, being open to attack if they appeared on the streets, and their homes vandalised.  When steadfast believers continued their refusal to burn incense to the gods and renounce Christ they suffered horrific tortures, their corpses in the streets were shamefully mutilated.  They were scourged until their sinews and veins lay bare, or forced onto red-hot iron chairs until their flesh broiled, then thrown into dungeons and left to die, or bashed to death with a club, or dragged to the arena after scourging to be either burned at the stake, or torn apart by wild animals as a spectacle for the mob; most of the spectators screamed abuse but some were astonished at their resolute courage and moved to tears.  Believers who were Roman citizens were beheaded.
POTHINUS (87-177) – Bishop of Lyons.  A student of Polycarp, he was probably born in Asia Minor, and it is believed he introduced Christianity into southern Gaul.  Pothinus was ninety years old, sick and near death when the persecution began in Lyons. He was first dragged and then carried by soldiers to the tribunal and was glad to give testimony so that Christ might triumph in his life.  He was interrogated by the governor and when asked, who was the God of the Christians, Pothinus said, you will find out if you are worthy.  After enduring many stripes he died in prison two days later.


	178
	JULIAN – Patriarch of Alexandria [178-189] see 167 and 189. A scholar, wise and virtuous Bishop of Alexandria during the years of the reign of Kommodos.


	179
	MAXIMILLA [d. c.179] – Ecstatic prophetess who with Montanus and Priscilla another prophetess formed the leadership of the rigorous Montanist sect [see 172] in Asia Minor. The three proclaimed the imminent return of Christ and establishment of a new Jerusalem in Phrygia where they made their headquarters. She claimed that after her there will be no more prophecy but the end of the world. The wars and revolution she predicted failed to transpire in the period immediately following her death.


	180


	COMMODUS – Roman emperor [180‑192].  In 177 his father Marcus Aurelius proclaimed him joint emperor, then, in 180 he succeeded his father at the age of 19, and instituted a reign of terror only equalled by the degeneracy of Nero.  His behaviour was vicious and unrestrained.  After the plot between his sister and a group of senators to assassinate him failed, the senate floor ran with blood as he slaughtered those whom he suspected.  He was the only emperor to change the name of Rome, putting out a decree and calling it Colonia Commodiana.  He was enamoured of his own physical strength and would appear in the arena dressed as a gladiator and always killed his unarmed opponent.  He paraded in women’s clothes, practised homosexuality and heterosexuality.  He became totally insane and appeared on the streets of Rome wearing a lion’s skin calling himself ‘Hercules’, and clubbed to death citizens at random.  Christians, as well as Apollonius, a senator, were put to death for not worshipping Commodus as the god Hercules.  Some Christians were released at the request of his mistress, Marcia.  The ‘Scillitan martyrs’ were believers from Scilli, Numidia, and were martyred in Carthage at the beginning of his reign.  When Commodus discovered that Marcia, the mistress he had chosen was a believer, he planned to have her and the palace attendants killed, but they in turn conspired and hired a famous wrestler by the name of Narcissus to strangle him, and this transpired in the Arena.  The Senate was grateful and proclaimed the city prefect, Pertinax, emperor, but the empire was sliding toward civil war.
DIONYSIUS OF CORINTH – Bishop of Corinth who was a man of considerable influence and was credited by Eusebius with seven epistles to various churches. They are for encouragement and admonition and include an attack on Marcion, and also include evidence that the epistle of Clement was read in the Corinthian church and that Dionysius the Areopagite was the first bishop of Athens.
MADAURAN MARTYRS – First reputed martyrs in Africa. They are said to have suffered at Madaura in Numidia in 180. The record of them comes from the writing of Maximus of Madaura a pagan grammarian of the late fourth century who vigorously protested against the popular practice of visiting the tombs of such uncultured barbarians, deserting pagan cults for the new religion.

PANTAENUS [d.190] – In 180, Pantaenus founded the school which became the famous Catechetical School of Alexandria, the home of the allegorical interpretation of Scripture.  He left no writings himself, but it would seem from the works of his pupils that his interests other than the Scriptures were classical literature and Stoic philosophy.  Pantaenus had also travelled to India as a missionary evangelist and found many believers and the Gospel of Matthew already there.  Clement of Alexandria became the head of the school in 190 when Pantaenus died.



181-190 AD

	181


	

	182
	ABERCIUS, INSCRIPTION OF – Discovered in 1893 by Sir William Ramsey [see 1895] as an incomplete epitaph of Aviricius of Hieropolis in which without speaking of Christ or the Church talks of the all seeing Shepherd who taught faithful Scriptures and of Paul, of faith, of the Virgin, the wine and loaf which guided him through the plains of Syria, across the Euphrates to Rome at each place meeting the brethren.

MAXIMUS I – Primate of Antioch [182-191] see also 169 and 191
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	185
	SCILLITAN MARTYRS – A group from Scilli in Numida who were beheaded at Carthage on 17 July 185 by proconsul Saturninus the first persecuting governor in Roman Africa. Their names suggest that they belonged to the non citizen classes. When asked to recognise the authority of Rome they stated they did not recognise the empire of this world.
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	187
	OLYMPIANUS – Bishop of Byzantium [187-198] succeeded Pertinax [see 169]. In 196 Byzantium was conquered by Emperor Septimus Severus [see 193] a great persecutor of Christians. Septimus Severus defeated Pescennius Niger who had been proclaimed emperor by some eastern legions and made Byzantium subject to Heracleia in Thrace a situation which was maintained for almost a century.


	188
	BARDESANES [154‑222] – He was a gifted poet, and wrote many of the first Syriac hymns, their literary value earning him a prominent place in the history of Syriac poetry and music.  A man of outstanding ability, he was an early representative of the Christian community in Edessa, Syria (now Urfa, Turkey).  He wrote a work called ‘The Dialogue of Destiny’ or ‘The Book of the Laws of the Countries’ (the oldest known original composition in Syriac literature), in which he argued against the astrologers regarding the influence of the stars on human destiny, and attacked the fatalism of the Greek philosophers by promoting the view of free will in the universe.  He refuted the Gnostics Marcion and Valentinus, yet did himself mix Christian, and Gnostic dualism views, by saying on the one hand ‘the supreme God did not create evil’ but on the other ‘nor did He create the world or Satan’; Bardesanes attributed that creation to a hierarchy of deities.  The authorities of the day considered Bardesanes a Christian, and he came very close to martyrdom. 
 

	189
	DEMETRIUS Bishop of Alexandria [189-232] see 178 and 232. Demetrius had a lively interest in the catechetical school and about 203 appointed Origen at its head. The breach between the two was partially caused when Origen was ordained by others as a presbyter. It is thought that Demetrius was jealous. Demetrius ordained the three first Bishops in cities of Egypt and changed the system of appointing them. He also wrote letters on the keeping of Easter in accordance with the view adopted at Nicaea. He. During his reign the persecution of Christians by the Roman Emperor Severus broke out.
VICTOR I – Bishop of Rome [189‑199]. He was born in Africa of Latin origin.  Some scholars believe that the official language of the church at Rome changed from Greek to Latin at this time.  A heresy regarding the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit arose during Victor’s time as bishop, and according to Eusebius, Victor excommunicated a tanner called Theodotus over this issue.  When Tertullian wrote against this false teaching he coined the name ‘Monarchians’ for those who taught the heresy and the word ‘Trinity’ for the true doctrine [see 200].  The continuing debate over the timing of the Christian Passover (Easter) became heated while Victor was bishop. He ordered all Christians to celebrate it on the Sunday after 14 Nisan.  The East chose not to comply.  Victor threatened excommunication, and Polycrates bishop of Ephesus held a council in the East about the question but when the bishops assembled they reaffirmed their independent view.  Victor carried out his threat and excommunicated the Eastern bishops, but this had little effect since other churches chose to continue communing with those from whom Victor had withdrawn.  Irenaeus of Lyons, although disagreeing with the East, wrote negotiating letters to Victor and he relented.  The East used 14 Nisan because that was when “Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us”. The West used the Sunday after 14 Nisan, the day of the resurrection.  Victor succeeded Eleutherius [see 175] and was succeeded by Zephyrinus [see 199].



	190
	CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA [c.155-c.220] – It is thought that Clement was born in Athens of pagan parents.  As a student he visited various Greek-speaking centres of learning in the East, and became a Christian through his teacher Pantaenus while studying at his school in Alexandria.  He succeeded Pantaenus as head of the school in 190, and under Clement and his pupil Origen it became the famous Catechetical School of Alexandria, from whence came the allegorical method of interpreting Scripture.  At the school, Jews, Christians, and pagans could receive an education in literature, philosophy, and theology.  

Clement became the leader of intellectual Christian’s in Alexandria, and wrote many books in which he followed the style of Philo (an Alexandrian Jew who lived from around bc20-50ad), who had used Greek philosophy and allegory to interpret the Old Testament Scriptures.  Clement’s famous works are known as a trilogy, ‘Exhortation’ (addressed to the heathen), ‘The Instructor’ (about Christian morals), and ‘Miscellanies’ (for the mature believer).  He was involved in continuous debate with the Gnostics who disparaged faith as “the prop of the ignorant”, and countered that faith was the means by which mankind arrived at true gnosis.  Clement believed that philosophy defended the truth of Christianity, yet the truth was so clouded by philosophy in his writing that the gospel could not be seen.  According to G.L. Carey (writing for Douglas Dictionary of the Christian Church), the prominent theme throughout Clement’s writing is that Christ is the true ‘teacher’ who gives men the true gnosis which leads to freedom from sin, to immortality, to righteousness; that by contemplation of the Logos man is deified.  Carey observes, “Thus Clement’s soteriology is a Christ-mysticism in which the Lord’s passion and death have little or no redemptive part to play.”  

When the anti-Christian edict of Septimius Severus was published in the year 202 an extremely vicious persecution broke out in Alexandria (and Carthage), and Clement left the city; he died in Asia Minor around 220.  Origen became head of the school after Clement.



191-200 AD

	191
	SERAPION Primate of Antioch [191-211] see also 182 and 211



	192


	

	193
	DIDIUS JULIANUS – Roman Emperor [March-June 193].  Escorted to the Senate as emperor by the praetorian guard after offering them the highest bid in the  famous ‘auction of the empire’, Julianus was soon after murdered in his palace by soldiers from the legions of Septimius Severus, the commander who had the support of the Senate as next emperor.
PERTINAX – Roman emperor [January - March 193].  He was the son of a freed slave, and had risen to prefect of the city of Rome.  When Commodus was murdered, the Senate made Pertinax emperor. He was then assassinated within several weeks by a small group of soldiers of the praetorian guard.
SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS – Roman emperor [193‑211], the sixth to persecute the church.  Severus was born in Africa, his native language was Punic.  He had been declared emperor by his army, and spent the next few years securing his position against rivals who were also commanders in other parts of the empire.  He went to England to restore order and subdue parts of the island not under Roman rule and died there in 211.  The early part of his reign wasn’t unfavourable to Christians but after 202 Severus became the sixth emperor to persecute the church.

PERSECUTION UNDER SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS – At the close of the second century localised persecutions were continuing, but in 202 when Severus adopted an anti-Christian policy and forbad anybody becoming a Christian, promising death to any who witnessed to others about the Lord Jesus Christ, extremely violent persecutions broke out; first in Alexandria, Egypt, and then in Carthage, North Africa.  In Alexandria, Egyptian mobs robbed, raped, and killed believers in the name of destroying Christianity.  Many believers were martyred at this time, faithful to their Saviour to the end, refusing to say ‘Caesar is Lord’ and ‘offer incense to Roman gods’, and many ways were used to try to dissuade them.  A mother and two sisters were slowly burned to death with boiling pitch; the officer assigned to their execution did his best to shield them from the abuse of spectators as they died, and was himself converted by the witness of one of the girls, and later beheaded for his faith.  And there are many other such accounts.  In Carthage, a group of believers were harassed by wild beasts and died together in the arena; among them were two young women, Perpetua and Felicity, both very famous martyrs for their stand for the Lord before they were horribly killed.
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	195
	ARTEMAS was a Monarchian heretic who taught that the Saviour was a mere man. He was associated with Theodotus at Rome about 195 and lived on to influence Paul of Samosata [see 268].



	196
	AFRICA ROMAN   Around this time writings by Christians show that there were thriving churches in and around Carthage and other Romanised towns in North Africa. The Latin Bible was now complete with close ties binding this region to Rome. Some 70 bishops attended the Council of Carthage which discussed the re-baptism of heretics. African Christianity owed its distinct features mainly to Tertullian [see 200] who created a Latin African Christian culture. It became a Bible based culture interpreted literally to the exclusion of other literature. It was enthusiastic and majored on apocalyptic areas. The church suffered greatly in the persecutions of Decius [see 249] and Valerian [see 253]. In Cyprian, bishop of Carthage [see 251], this faith was wedded to Church organisation with their frequent councils being ahead of other branches of Christianity. Diocletian’s Great Persecution [see 303] was foreshadowed by military martyrdoms in North Africa where alone in the West it really hit hard. Two important writers emerged Arnobius the Elder [see 304] and Lactantius [see 303]. [Africa Roman continued see 396] 



	197


	Tertullian writes that Christianity had penetrated all ranks of society in North Africa

	198
	MARK I [198-211] – Bishop of Byzantium succeeded Olympianus [see 187]. His bishopric was in the time of Emperor Septimus Severus who severely persecuted Christians. Because of the severity of the persecution it is said that he may have been absent from the bishopric for up to 8 years.


	199
	ZEPHYRINUS – Bishop of Rome [199‑217]. He was involved in a great deal of conflict in the church to do with Monarchianism [see 200].  A breakaway group which taught this heresy was led by two disciples of the excommunicated Theodotus the tanner.  One of the disciples, a money changer whose name was Theodotus also, was excommunicated by Zephyrinus for the part he played, in that he paid a substantial salary to Natalius to be bishop of the breakaway group.  (Later, Natalius very repentant was readmitted into the church.)  Hippolytus [see 217], a presbyter and teacher in the church of Rome, vigorously opposed the spread of Monarchianism, and severely criticised Zephyrinus for not taking a strong enough stand against the heresy. Zephyrinus is honoured as a martyr by tradition but there is no mention of this in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs or by Eusebius who simply remarks that “Zephyrinus, the bishop of Rome, departed this life after having charge of the church eighteen years”. He succeeded Victor I [see 189] and was succeeded by Calixtus I [see 217].



	200
	ADOPTIANISM – This view came out of the Monarchian Heresy (see below) and is also called the Dynamic view, where the Father, the one divine person, ‘adopted’ or called the Saviour, the man Jesus, to be the Son of God and divinely ‘energised’ him with the Holy Spirit (some said at his birth, most said at his baptism).   This was the view of Artemas and Theodotus [see 195], Paul of Samosata [see 268], and others in Spain in the eighth century.
MODALISM – This view also came out of the Monarchian Heresy where there is only one divine person, but he reveals himself under different ‘modes’; previous to the incarnation God was revealed under the mode of Father, but now the Father manifests himself in the flesh under the mode of Son.  This view was taught in Rome around 200 by Praxeas, Noetus, and others (all who were believed to have come from Asia Minor), and was hotly refuted by Hippolytus [see 217], and by Tertullian [see below] writing from North Africa.  Because their doctrine led one to conclude that it was the Father who suffered, Tertullian coined the name ‘Patripassians’ for them, and remarked in his work Against Praxeas that such a view “put the Paraclete to flight and crucified the Father.”  This view was also known as ‘Sabellianism’, Sabellius being an able exponent in Rome who developed the heresy a little more in that God, the one divine person, expressed himself in three modes: as Father in creation; as Son in redemption; and as Holy Spirit in sanctification.  

MONARCHIANISM – This heresy declared that there is only one divine person, the Father.  It came about from the unwillingness to accept the divinely revealed truth that God is one in three persons; one identical essence belonging to each member of the Godhead.  In his refutation Tertullian coined the name ‘Monarchians’ for those who taught the heresy, and the word ‘Trinity’ to encompass this complex doctrine.  There were two forms of the Monarchian heresy: Adoptianism or Dynamic, and Modalism. 

TERTULLIAN [c.150-220] – One of the church fathers.  Sometimes called the father of Latin Theology.  He was born in Carthage North Africa around 150, and received an exceptional education in grammar, rhetoric, literature, philosophy, and law.  Tertullian was probably a lawyer; Eusebius says he was “A man who made himself accurately acquainted with the laws of the Romans”, and Henry Sheldon agrees that “the style of his writings is also strongly suggestive of training in such a vocation.”  He was converted at about 40 years of age and became a teacher in the church at Carthage.  Soon after his conversion Tertullian began writing books promoting the Christian faith.  Thirty-one of his works in Latin survive but all his Greek work has been lost.  In general, his writings cover three categories: defence of the faith; doctrinal; and moral issues.  In Tertullian’s writings we have the ground work for many of Christianities central doctrines: he wrote of the Trinity as being three persons in one substance; the divine and human natures of Christ; the subjection of man to original sin; and Christ’s virgin birth and bodily resurrection.  His influence is seen later in the writings of Athanasius and then Augustine in the development of the theology of the West.  Of crucial benefit was his emphasis on the practical side of Christianity.  

Tertullian coined many words and phrases.  He was the first person to apply the word ‘Trinity’ to the deity of the Godhead (in his work against Monarchianism), and the memorable phrase “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church” comes from Tertullian’s work ‘The Apology’, written to “Rulers of the Roman Empire” in which he told them in the last chapter “the oftener we are mown down by you, the more in number we grow, the blood of Christians is seed”; the phrases “God bless”, and “God grant” first appeared in his works.  His writing is full of puns, wit, sarcasm, and vehement denunciation of opponents.  One writer said that his whole character could be summed up in one word “passion”, that with Tertullian moderation was impossible; he went to extremes both in hatred and love, but every act and word was the result of deep conviction, a sincere and earnest passion for truth.  Another writer says that the image of the man we see “is strong, even to hardness; it is strained, incorrect, African, but irresistible.”  Tertullian himself said of patience, “I possess it not”, and that it was something he sighed after and pleaded to God for since the lack of it made him miserable.  Tertullian had a Christian wife, and when she died he remained a widower.  Extremely ascetic regarding ethics and discipline, and becoming dissatisfied with what he considered laxity, Tertullian left the church in Carthage around 207 and joined the separatist sect called Montanists [see 172].  His last writings date from around 220 and are coloured by Montanist views.



201 – 210 AD

	201


	

	202
	Severus adopted an anti-Christian policy and forbad anybody becoming a Christian, promising death to any who witnessed to others about the Lord Jesus Christ


	203
	PERPETUA [d.203] – Young Carthaginian noble and martyr. Mother of a baby son she was arrested with four fellow Christians including Felicitas who bore a daughter prematurely while in prison. They were baptised and joined by another Christian Saturus with whom Perpetua died in the amphitheatre. “The Passion of Perpetua” incorporates accounts of their prison experiences especially visions by Perpetua and Saturus.
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	ABGAR, King of Edessa, embraces the Christian faith
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	Tertullian writes that Christ has followers on the far side of the Roman wall in Britain where Roman legions have not yet penetrated
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211 – 220 AD
	211
	ASLIPIADES Primate of Antioch [211-217] see also 191 and 220. Aslipiades is said to have been martyred hence the gap between him and his successor possibly due to the see being vacant.
CATACOMBS – Situated in Rome, the catacombs were built to provide resting places for the bodies of departed Christians.  The catacomb of St Calixtus is the first Christian cemetery.  Zephyrinus, bishop of Rome, placed a senior deacon, Calixtus (who would become next bishop), in charge of the burial grounds, and the oldest catacomb was later named after him.  There are about 40 catacombs in Rome (named after various saints), most of them by the side of main roads leading into the city.  They are situated (roughly) in a circle that has a radius of about 5 kilometres from the centre of the city.  Catacombs are subterranean chambers and galleries (connected by passages), that have recesses hewn out of the rock sidewalls where the bodies were placed and then sealed with marble slabs or tiles.  Some of the catacombs have more than one level.  During times of persecution they were used for holding worship services.  The name catacomb was first used of the Christian cemeteries in Rome, but this type of burial had existed before in other countries.  In the last decades of the nineteenth century a leading investigator found evidence that three or four of the catacombs were commenced within the first century.
CATACOMB PAINTING – The earliest Christian artwork is to be found in the Catacombs.  Walls were decorated with Christian paintings and symbols, such as the fish, the lamb, the anchor, the palm, the crown, the dove, the olive branch, the shepherd, and the cross.  (The crucifixion of Christ is nowhere to be seen in the pictures of the first three centuries.)  The inscriptions in the Catacombs testify to the early churches recognition of the Saviour’s divinity: “God, the Lord Christ”; “God Christ Almighty”; “God, holy Christ, only light”; “To Christ, the one holy God.”   Everywhere the resurrection is attested to in numerous inscriptions and in the painting of biblical scenes (dated to this time) such as Jonah and the great fish, and the raising of Lazarus.  Other than paintings there are objects of interest such as gilt glasses, different styles of lamps, terra-cotta vases, and children’s toys.  

CARACALLA – Roman emperor [211‑217].  His famous edict in the year 212 and the colossal Caracalla baths in Rome are considered the only achievements of a man said to be one of the most bloodthirsty tyrants in Roman history.  Caracalla was the son of Septimius Severus and Julia Domna (the older sister of Julia Maesa, both famous and influential in Rome, and were from the Syrian family of hereditary high priests of the sun-god Baal at Emesa).  Caracalla was for the most part tolerant of both the Christian and Jewish faiths, but deeply superstitious himself, and followed magical practises.  However, in 215 persecution erupted in Alexandria, and Caracalla is said to have perpetrated a massacre in the city.  Caracalla was murdered by an officer of the Roman army at the beginning of a second campaign against the Parthians.
PHILADELPHUS – Bishop of Byzantium [211-217] succeeded Marcus I [see 198]. There is no additional information readily available.


	212
	ROMAN CITIZENSHIP given to all freeborn subjects of the empire by the edict of Caracalla.


	213
	ALEXANDER  Primate of Jerusalem [213-251] see 99 and 251. Alexander permitted Origen, although only a layman, to speak in the churches. For this concession he was taken to task, but he defended himself by examples of other permissions of the same kind given elsewhere even to Origen himself, although he was then quite young. Alexander and Origen were said to have studied together in the great Catechetical School of Alexandria. Alexander ordained him a priest in 230. In spite of his advancing years, Alexander, with several other bishops, was arrested during the 249-251 persecutions of the Church under emperor Decius and was carried off to Cappadocia. Of his imprisonment, it has been said, "The glory of his white hairs and great sanctity formed a double crown for him in captivity". He suffered many tortures, but survived them all. When, in the arena, the wild beasts were brought to devour him, some licked his feet, and others laid on the sand of the arena. Worn out by his sufferings, he died in prison in the year 251.
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	217
	CALIXTUS I – Bishop of Rome [217‑222].  As senior deacon, Calixtus had been in charge of the clergy and the catacombs, and was preferred over Hippolytus by the church in Rome to succeed Zephyrinus.  According to Hippolytus, Calixtus was a slave who had been deported to Sardinia for fraud, but released at the request of Marcia, a Christian and chosen mistress of Commodus. He succeeded Zephyrinus [see 199] and was succeeded by Urban I [see 222].
Controversy and criticism filled the five years that Calixtus was bishop; most of the criticism coming from Hippolytus and Tertullian. Both were astounded at the policy of Calixtus, which they considered lax toward erring clergy and laity, and allowed grievous sinners who were repentant to return to the fellowship.  Repentant adulterers and fornicators, repentant excommunicants, repentant apostates, all were allowed to return. Widowed clergy and bishops were allowed to remarry (considered a no-no) and remain in office. Second baptism was also permitted, and since most Christians in this day believed that baptism cancelled previous sins but serious lapses after could not be forgiven by the church, this too was unacceptable to his antagonists.  Calixtus believed that no sin was unforgivable and he quoted Romans 14:4, and Matthew 13:29-30.  Marriage between social classes was permitted, and the bridge of class distinction that was most offensive during this day was noblewomen marrying freed slaves, but according to Calixtus these were barriers that could not be defended by the church.  Another earlier accusation was that he favoured the Modalistic heresy, but Calixtus was the bishop who condemned the teaching of Sabellius and excommunicated him (Sabellianism was the developed form of this Monarchian heresy [see the year 200).

CYRIACUS I – Bishop of Byzantium [217-230] succeeded Philadelphus [see 211] Little is known of Cyriacus I other than he held the position of bishop of Byzantium for a number of years. 
HIPPOLYTUS [170‑235] – The most important third-century theologian in the Western church and regarded in church history as the first antipope.  The creed Hippolytus wrote in his work ‘Apostolic Tradition’, which was for baptismal candidates, is very similar to the creeds still in use in the West (whilst the Eastern church prefers to use the Nicene creed).  Hippolytus wrote in Greek, and his most important works were ‘Refutation of All Heresies’ in which he maintained that all Christian heresies could be traced to pagan philosophies, and ‘Apostolic Tradition’ which preserves for us a conservative picture of church order and worship in Rome at the end of the second century.  He also wrote a ‘Commentary on Daniel’ which is the oldest Christian Bible commentary to survive in its entirety.  

Hippolytus was a presbyter and teacher in the church of Rome when Zephyrinus was bishop, and he accused the bishop of being lax in regard to enforcing the church’s position against heresy. Hippolytus fought vigorously against the Monarchian heresy (see 200) being a champion himself of the Logos doctrine which distinguished the persons of the Trinity.  Even though he was recognised in Rome as a scholar with considerable talent he was overlooked to succeed Zephyrinus and the senior deacon Calixtus was made bishop.  The charitable policy of Calixtus in the acceptance back into the church of repentant sinners was unacceptable to Hippolytus who was a rigorist.  He departed, and his followers made him their bishop (hence he is known as an antipope).  He continued his attack on laxity, severely criticising Calixtus, and the following two bishops, Urban and Pontian.  Later, in 235 during the persecution of Emperor Maximinus, Hippolytus was sent to the mines of Sardinia, as was Pontian, and reconciliation was made there. Theologically he taught a logos doctrine inherited from Justin Martyr. He distinguished two states to the Lagos, the one internal and imminent, the other exterior and temporal. He seems to have been the first scholar to construct an Easter table that was independent of contemporary Judaism.

MACRINUS – Roman emperor [217‑218].  He was the first to rule the empire without having achieved senatorial status.  He was praetorian prefect when proclaimed emperor by the guards three days after Caracalla was murdered by an army officer.  Caracalla at the time, had been engaged against the Parthians, and Macrinus continued the campaign, but after an inconclusive battle, he agreed to a peace deal that was unfavourable to Rome.  He lost the support of most of his troops to the cousin of Caracalla, Elagabalus, and fled with the rest toward Italy.  He was overtaken, defeated in battle, and executed near Antioch, Syria.


	218
	ELAGABALUS – Roman Emperor [218‑222].  He was fourteen years of age when the legions in Syria proclaimed him emperor.  The family of Elagabalus on his mother’s side were hereditary high priests of the sun-god Baal at Emesa, Syria, and worshipped under the name of Elah-Gabal (hence his name).  When he succeeded to the empire he imposed the worship of Baal on the Roman world.  He was noted not only for his eccentric behaviour but also for the homosexual orgies he openly held which outraged Roman society.  The real power in his government was his grandmother Julia Maesa, and he was persuaded by her to adopt his cousin Alexander as his heir.  When he changed his mind and attempted to oust him from the position, the Praetorian Guards killed Elagabalus and his mother Julia Soemias (daughter of Maesa), and made Alexander emperor.
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	PHILETUS Primate of Antioch [220-231] see also 211 and 231




221-230 AD
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	222
	ALEXANDER SEVERUS – Roman emperor [222‑235].  Alexander, who was of a docile nature, was fourteen years old when he succeeded to power, the same age his cousin had been before him.  And likewise, as it had been before, the authority during his reign was held by his grandmother Julia Maesa, as well as his mother Julia Mamaea (another daughter of Maesa’s).  There were frequent disorders in Rome at this time and some historians say it was due to large sections of the civilian and military populace losing faith in the government.  In 232 Alexander went to battle against an invading force of Persians in the province of Mesopotamia, and although the advance was halted, his ineptitude as a commander alienated the army.  When he was called to the Rhine to fight the invading Germanic tribe of the Alemanni, he ended operations by buying peace with them (said to be the counsel of Mamaea who accompanied her son on both campaigns).  The soldiers killed Alexander, and his mother.  A soldier, Maximinus the Thracian became emperor.
URBAN I – Bishop of Rome [222‑230].  Urban was bishop during a period of relative calm both within and without the church.  For the short duration of the reigns of Emperors Macrinus, Elagabalus, and Alexander, the Christians were left in peace for a period of eighteen years. According to tradition it was while Urban was bishop of Rome that silver became the material for sacred vessels rather than glass which had been favoured by the early church. He succeeded Calixtus I [see 217] and was succeeded by Pontian [see 230].
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	CECELIA – Martyr who died during the reign of Bishop Urban. She was killed after her husband and brother in law had been martyred for burying the bodies of martys. It is said that as she met her death she was singing a hymn thus she became associated with music. Both Purcell and Handel composed Odes to St Cecilia.
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	ORIGEN [185‑254] – Church father, and Alexandrian theologian who used the allegorical method of interpreting Scripture.  Origen wrote an incredible number of books, most of which are lost, with only fragments surviving in the original Greek and some works preserved in Latin copies.  He was said to be of a tolerant and gentle nature, a man in whom passion was subject to reason, who took pleasure in calm discussion.  He did not lack enthusiasm, but self-control characterised him more than intensity.  One writer, in contrasting the natures of Origen and Tertullian [see 200], said, the former met opponents upon the open field of honest discussion, and in conferences peacefully conducted, while the latter, if he ever deigned to argue with a heretic, opened the argument with vehement accusation or abusive sarcasm.
Origen spoke and wrote in Greek, and learned Hebrew for his exegetical work.  He was one of the first to attempt a systematic theology, called ‘On First Principles’ in five books.  He also compiled a huge study edition of the Bible called the "Hexapla" which put in six parallel columns, the Hebrew text of the Old Testament; a Greek transliteration of the Hebrew; a Greek translation by Aquila; a Greek translation by Simmachus; the Septuagint (in the columns of which Origen wrote corrections based on the Hebrew); and a Greek translation by Theodotion.  He wrote commentaries on nearly all the books of the Bible, treatises on various subjects, and homilies from various books.  He wrote a huge commentary on John’s Gospel to refute the teaching of Heracleon, who had written a Gnostic commentary on John’s Gospel (Heracleon was a follower of Valentinus, see 138).  Origen wrote a vindication of Christianity called ‘Against Celsus’ when this unbeliever wrote a work called ‘The True Word’ in which he thought he had exposed Christianity through ridiculing every foundational doctrine of the Scriptures.  

Origen was born in Egypt into a Christian family.  His father Leonides was martyred during the persecution under Septimius Severus which began in 202, and his seventeen year old son was prevented from joining him by his mother who hid his clothes.  Origen became provider for his mother and six younger brothers.  He had been educated by his father, and as a likely prodigy was able to continue his study through the generosity of a wealthy widow.  He earned an income by teaching grammar, his lessons becoming so popular that he had to have an assistant for beginners and took advanced classes himself.  He studied at the Catechetical School of Clement in Alexandria, and became head of the school himself for twenty eight years.  His fame began to spread, and upon the request of the governor of Arabia he visited that province.  In 215, during the persecution of Emperor Caracalla in Alexandria, Origen went to Palestine for a time, where the bishop’s of Caesarea and Jerusalem invited him to preach.  Upon hearing of it, his own bishop in Alexandria, Demetrius, who was unhappy with this breach of protocol since Origen was a layman, summoned him home.  Origen returned and resumed his charge of the school in Alexandria, becoming so famous that pagans and Christians alike came from near and far to hear him, eager for instruction, including the emperor’s mother, Julia Mamaea, who sent for him that she might also see and hear for herself. 

Origen’s writing and teaching didn’t hinder him from going abroad, he travelled to Rome where he heard Hippolytus teach, and went to Greece in 230 to dispute with a Gnostic, Candidus (a follower of Valentinus).  On the way, while in Palestine, he was again asked to preach by the bishops of Caesarea and Jerusalem, and this time he was ordained by them.  Bishop Demetrius condemned his ordination and being appalled by Origen’s doctrinal views which had been aired in the dispute with Candidus, deprived him of his teaching post.  (It was the opinion of the Gnostic Candidus that salvation and damnation are predestinate, independent of volition, which opinion he defended on the ground that Satan is beyond repentance.  Origen replied that if Satan fell by freewill, even he can repent.)  Origen never returned to Egypt, he established a school in Caesarea, and continued to teach and write.  In 238, during the persecution of Emperor Maximinus the Thracian, Origen took refuge for a time in Cappadocia.  In 250 however, he was arrested during the persecution of Decius, imprisoned and horribly tortured; it failed in its purpose for he did not renounce Christ.  Released in 251, but weakened by injuries, he died in 254.  Historians of the period of the Crusades attested to his tomb at Tyre.

ORIGEN’S ALLEGORICAL SPECULATIONS – Because of his doctrinal speculations Origen was both admired and hated in his own day and later.  His adulteration of the Gospel with pagan philosophy was viewed with suspicion: he made the Son inferior to the Father; the resurrection of the body was spiritualised away; he denied the existence of Hell; believed in the pre-existence of souls; dissolved redemption into a timeless myth by using allegory.  Origen speculated that souls fell varying distances from the Father, some to be angels, some descending into human bodies, and the more wicked becoming devils.  One soul had not fallen, this is the pre-existent Son.  His speculations concluded that Redemption, which was a grand education by providence, will eventually restore all souls to their original blessedness, for none, not even Satan, is so depraved and lost to rationality as to be beyond redemption.  When all souls have been restored the whole drama may very well begin again (he thought this continuing cycle quite possible).  His view was that hell cannot be an absolute since God cannot abandon any creature, but because of His respect for freedom it may take time, but God’s love will ultimately triumph.  The bishop in Rome at this time called a synod which condemned his teaching, then after Origen’s death opposition mounted; it was denounced in an edict issued in 543, and in 553 at the fifth ecumenical council at Constantinople his teaching was condemned.

ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE – It is the method of interpretation which seeks to find a deeper moral, theological, and spiritual meaning behind the literal text.  It is an unrestrained and individual method of interpretation, which naturally lends itself to widely differing results from interpreters.  In allegorical interpretation, the literal and objective meaning of a text is either irrelevant or of only secondary importance, since the true meaning is more than likely unconnected to the obvious statement or the historical setting.  The intention therefore of the original author may not count at all in determining the ‘true’ meaning of a biblical passage, since external and obvious features of the writing are but clues pointing beyond themselves to ‘spiritual’ meanings.  Therefore allegory, in separating a text from its original, grammatical, and historical setting, is unable to provide a basis for contradictory interpretations of the same passage since one may interpret as one wishes.

The allegorical method began in the Alexandrian School of Clement and Origen.  They were heavily influenced by Philo (bc20-50ad), an Alexandrian Jew who used allegory to interpret the Old Testament.  The Alexandrians employed allegory as their principle method of interpreting both the Old and New Testaments; they sought to understand Scripture by imagining what God would want to communicate.  According to David A Hubbard, Origen devoted his monumental talent to allegorising the OT, and “where the literal sense seemed absurd, unworthy, or immoral, he virtually disowned it in favour of the spiritual.”  Origen thought the book of Revelation one big allegory, i.e. a veiled presentation where the meaning is implied but not expressly stated, and the job of the allegorist is to dig out the full reality of the truth.  The truth is that allegorical interpretation places on Scripture a meaning that it never intended to convey.  

Generally, the apostolic and early church fathers favoured the literal approach to interpretation until the fifth century, when Augustine developed a complete eschatology based on allegorising Scripture. This unfortunately led to the Satanic doctrine of replacement theology, whereby the Church replaces Israel, the Church is spiritual Israel.  It is Satanic because it leads to Anti-Semitism; it is Satanic because it makes worthless the promises of God. The allegorical approach then spread through the Western church in the Middle Ages, and for almost a thousand years much of the literal and historical meaning of Bible passages was obscured with mystical interpretations.  Allegorists always had their critics, and there were those who were openly opposed, but it wasn’t until the reformation (sixteenth century) that this method of interpretation was seriously challenged.
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	ALEXANDRIAN THEOLOGY came to its peak of influence under Origen [see below] The coming of Christianity to Alexandria is generally attributed to the gospel writer Mark. However it was not until the start of the third century that it became important as a seat of Christian theology with Pataenus [see 190] being the first head of the school. The three main features of the school was evangelism, instruction in Christian morals and training in Divine Wisdom. 

During the fourth century the school increasingly passed into obscurity though Alexandria has bishops such as Alexander and Athanasius who led the attack on Arianism and were foremost in the establishment of Christian orthodoxy. The main opponent to the Alexandrian school was that of Antioch.

CASTINUS – Bishop of Byzantium [230-237] succeeded Cyriacus I [see 217]. Upon conversion he is said to have given up all of his possessions to the poor and devoted himself solely to the Church. He built a temple in Byzantium in memory of St Euphernia. Until then the Cathedral temple had been situated at the sea at a place now called Galatas.
FIRMILIAN [d.268] – Bishop of Caesarea from about 230. Great admirer of Origen, they exchanged visits and Firmilian was able to study under him. He was clearly a man of great influence in the East, but his only surviving work is a letter to Cyprian, bishop of Carthage. In this he supports Cyprian's contention that baptism belongs to the Church alone and is therefore invalid outside its confines. He presided over at least one synod in 264 to deal with the heretical Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch, and died at Tarsus on his way to Antioch to a further synod to decide this issue.

PONTIAN – Bishop of Rome [230‑235].  When Emperor Alexander was assassinated in 235, his successor Maximinus decreed that all church leaders be sent to the mines of Sardinia.  Both Pontian and his rival Hippolytus were condemned to the mines.  They were reconciled, and Hippolytus exhorted his followers back in Rome to be reconciled with their brethren, and so the schism ended.  Both had resigned when exiled to make way for a successor (Anterus became next bishop of Rome).  Both died martyrs in Sardinia; Pontian was beaten to death, and Hippolytus was tied to a horse and dragged over the countryside to his death.  Both their bodies were brought home by the church for burial.  The date of Pontian’s resignation, September 28, 235 (found in 1909 on his inscription in the catacomb of St. Calixtus) is the first specific date in the history of bishops and popes of Rome.  It was Pontian who summoned the synod in Rome which condemned the teachings of Origen. He succeeded Urban [see 222] and was succeeded by Anterus [see 235].



231-240 AD

	231
	ZENOBIUS Primate of Antioch [231-237] see also 220 and 237



	232
	HERACLAS Patriarch of Alexandria [232-248] see 189 and 248 – Alexandrian scholar and bishop who had a pagan background and with his brother Plutarch met Origen at the lectures of the philosopher Ammonius Saccas and became one of Origen’s disciples. He succeeded Origen [see 230] as head of renowned Catechetical School of Alexandria when it went to Caesarea. He became bishop of Alexandria in succession to Demetrius in 232. During his episcopate the numbers of bishops increased from 4 to 24. He was succeeded as bishop by Dionysius who was another of Origen’s pupils. He was the first to receive the title Archbishop and Pope of Alexandria
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	ANTERUS – Bishop of Rome [235‑236].  When Pontian resigned upon being exiled to the mines of Sardinia, Anterus was elected as his successor, but died forty days later; whether as a martyr is not known.  During his short time as bishop however, he ordered that the acts of the martyrs be compiled and stored in church archives. He succeeded Pontian [see 230] and was succeeded by Fabian [see 236].
MAXIMINUS THRAX (The Thracian) – Roman emperor [235‑238] He was the seventh emperor to persecute the Christian church, and his reign marked the beginning of half a century of civil war.  Maximinus was the first soldier to rise through the ranks and become emperor, and he spent most of his reign fighting invading tribes along the Danube and the Rhine.  In 238 a group of landowners in Africa who were discontented with imperial taxation, rebelled, and proclaimed Gordian, the elderly proconsul of Africa, emperor, and he was recognised by the Roman senate.  Maximinus and his troops descended into Italy but were halted by the city of Aquileia, which they then put under siege.  Maximinus was a cruel person who not only persecuted Christians but practically everyone else as well; an eight foot giant of a man with immense strength.  When the siege dragged on with the heavy resistance of Aquileia, his soldiers lost confidence in him and one day when he stepped down from his specially made chariot to relieve himself, about 50 of them jumped him, and after about an hour they finally killed him.  

PERSECUTION UNDER MAXIMINUS THRAX – Maximinus decreed that all church leaders be sent to the mines in Sardinia, which was a sentence of death.  Other Christian leaders were also put to death; at this time in Rome there were many believers who had positions in the civil service because of their honesty and integrity; martyrdoms in Rome included two senators and their families.  Many in Caesarea were tortured, and in Cappadocia the governor did all he could to exterminate the Christians from that province. During this persecution, numberless Christians were slain without trial, cast into pits and buried indiscriminately in heaps. They suffered the rack, were beheaded, crucified, burnt, or put to sea in rotten vessels.
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	FABIAN – Bishop of Rome [236‑250]. According to Eusebius, Fabian’s appointment was a remarkable one since he had previously not been considered as a candidate.  He had arrived from the country for the ordination of the successor to Anterus for which there were many eminent candidates, but when a dove alighted on Fabian’s head during the convocation it was considered a sign from God, and he was elected unanimously.  As bishop, Fabian appointed clerks to register the deeds of the martyrs.  He divided Rome into seven ecclesiastical districts and assigned seven deacons to their administration over which he ruled as bishop.  (This was a further move toward a structured hierarchy within the church.  Ignatius first wrote of a three-tiered hierarchy i.e. one bishop, with several elders and deacons when he was bishop of Antioch [98-117].  In the New Testament church structure, elder, pastor and bishop are interchangeable terms used for the same office.)  Fabian had a few years of relative peace during his time as bishop until Decius became emperor.  He was the first to be martyred in the Decius persecution, and there was no bishop in Rome for sixteen months. He succeeded Anterus [see 235] and was succeeded by Cornelius [see 251].
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	BABYLAS Primate of Antioch [237-253] see also 231 and 253 – succeeded Zebinus as bishop of Antioch.  Babylas was known for his courage, from having been the bishop who forestalled Emperor Philip the Arabian when he attempted to join the church in celebrating the Christian Passover.  Philip would be allowed to attend only after he carried out all the requirements showing that he had “numbered himself with the transgressors” to which he is said to have cheerfully agreed.  Babylas was imprisoned and martyred in 250 during the Decian persecution causing a cult following to emerge in Antioch. His body was buried in the Temple to Apollo in Daphne but in 362 Emperor Julian the Apostate [see 361], frustrated by not being able to acquire oracles from a spring at the temple ordered the coffin of Babylas to be removed and it was reburied in a Christian cemetery. Within a year the temple was destroyed by fire.
EUGENIUS I – Bishop of Byzantium [237-242] succeeded Castinus [see 230] during the reign of Gordian [see 238]. There is no additional information readily available.
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	GORDIAN I, GORDIAN II, PUPIENUS, and BALBINUS – Roman emperors in 238.  A group of landowners in Africa rebelled against the taxation of Emperor Maximinus by killing his tax collectors, and they proclaimed Gordian who was the proconsul of Africa, emperor.   The senate acknowledged the aged Gordian, and made his son joint-ruler as Gordian II, but they ruled for only three weeks.  The father killed himself when he heard the news that his son had been killed in a battle with the governor of Numidia.  The Senate then proclaimed two elderly senators, Pupienus, and Balbinus, joint emperors.  However, the people and the Praetorian Guard in Rome distrusted this move, and insisted on making 13-year-old Gordian caesar and heir to the throne (he was the grandson and nephew of the deceased Gordian’s).  When Maximinus Thrax was murdered by his soldiers, the Praetorian Guard killed Pupienus and Balbinus, and proclaimed the young caesar sole emperor as Gordian III.

GORDIAN III – Roman emperor [238‑244].  His mother was the authority in government in the beginning, and later his father-in-law, who was Praetorian prefect.  Gordian (accompanied by his father-in-law) led a large army into Mesopotamia to battle against the Persians in 242, but while there in 243 his father-in-law died of an illness and Philip the Arabian became Praetorian prefect.  It had been a disastrous campaign for the Romans.  In 244, Gordian was murdered by the troops and succeeded by Philip, who made peace with the Persians.
PUPIENUS & BULBINUS – Roman emperors [238]. The Senate proclaimed two elderly senators Pupienus and Balbinus joint emperors when Gordian I and Gordian II died. However both Pupienus and Balbinus were killed by the Praetorian Guard and the young 14 year old caesar was proclaimed sole emperor as Gordian III.
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	JULIUS AFRICANUS, SEXTUS [d. c.240] – Christian scholar who travelled widely during his military service. He later impressed Emperor Severus [see 222] so much that he was commissioned to organise his public library in Rome. In his five volume work Julius attempted to synchronise sacred and profane history and predicted that the world would last 6000 years and that Christ had been born in the year 5500. His two surviving letters show that he corresponded with Origen arguing that the story of Susannah cannot be regarded as canonical because the evidence is against it having a Hebrew original. The other was to an unknown Aristides on the differences in the genealogies of Christ in Matthew and Luke.
MANICHAEISM – Mani was from an aristocratic Parthian family and grew up in South Babylon. Revelations at the ages of 12 and 24 lead him to leave the community of his youth and after study and meditation to embark in 240 upon his mission to proclaim the revealed truth. After conversion of members of his family he spent time in India before returning to the centre of the Persian Empire where he had royal princes among his followers. Under the patronage of King Shapur I he was able to write six books which made up the Manichaean Canon and was able to travel widely throughout the empire spreading his message. Eventually however a new ruler arrived and he was summoned to court and imprisoned. The doctrines of Mani are highly mythological. Two principles light and dark, God and matter, are eternal. The religious practice of many followers was ascetic being vegetarian and abstinence from sexual activity. At length, Mani taught that after the second coming of Jesus and the millennial reign the elect are reunited with light and the creation will be destroyed.
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	TITUS – Bishop of Byzantium [242-272] succeeded Eugenius I [see 237]. During his term in Office the persecution of Christians under emperors Decius, Gallus, and Valerian took place.
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	BERYLLUS OF BOSTRA – Bishop who was accused of trying to introduce the Monarchian heresy into his church.  A synod was convened in Bostra, where Beryllus is said to have been questioned.  According to Eusebius he was brought around to a sound opinion again by Origen. (Origen himself however was considered heretical at this time).

PHILIP THE ARABIAN – Roman emperor [244‑249].  Philip was born in Bostra, in the Roman province of Arabia. He was a member of a distinguished equestrian family of Arab descent.  The city of Bostra (108km south of Damascus) achieved the title of metropolis while Philip was emperor.  Bostra had been a Nabataean city and was made the capital of the province of Arabia when Trajan annexed the kingdom in 105-106.  Philip rose through the ranks of the equestrian order to become emperor when Gordian III was murdered by his troops while engaged against the Persians in Mesopotamia (some believe the mutiny was instigated by Philip, who was Praetorian prefect at the time).  After concluding peace with Shapur I, by giving up Roman conquests in northern Mesopotamia, Philip undertook a series of campaigns against the Goths and other tribes on the Danube.  Decius, one of Philip’s commanders on the Danube was proclaimed emperor by his troops in 249, and Philip led an army against him but was killed in a battle near Verona.  On record, there is a famous account between Babylas, bishop of Antioch, and Emperor Philip.  The bishop is said to have refused the emperor access into the church without first showing repentance.  Eusebius maintained that Philip was a Christian, but church historian Henry Sheldon says this is unlikely, given Gibbon’s account of the heathen pomp in which Philip celebrated in 248 the 1000th anniversary of the founding of Rome, and the fact that Origen says nothing about it even though he was in communication with the emperor.
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	DIONYSIUS THE GREAT  Patriarch of Alexandria [248-264] see 232 and 265 Dionysius studied at the famous Catechetical School of Alexandria under Origen, and became head of the school around 232.  He was made bishop of Alexandria in 247.  He was arrested in the persecution of Decius in 250 but escaped and fled to the Libyan desert until the death of Decius in 251.  Upon his return Dionysius was faced with the controversies that had arisen from the great persecution.  He had to make decisions about how to treat church members who had apostatised, and Dionysius took a lenient position, readmitting them if they were repentant.  Another issue was whether a person’s baptism was valid if they had been baptised by a separatist or a heretic, or did they need to be rebaptised before admittance into the congregation.  Dionysius accepted as valid all baptisms done in the name of the Trinity, and in regard to this controversy he sought to make peace between Stephen and Cyprian, bishops of Rome and Carthage, who were locked in battle.  During the persecution of Valerian, Dionysius was exiled in 257, but returned to his church in 260.  In his last years he was suspected of teaching Sabellianism (a heresy regarding the Trinity), and correspondence passed between himself and the bishop of Rome, but was settled with his writing of the doctrine of the Godhead.  And later on, Athanasius will verify (if any doubt still existed), that the doctrine of Dionysius on the Godhead was orthodox.  Dionysius, like his predecessors in the School of Alexandria, denounced those who believed in the 1,000 year earthly reign of Christ; he did not believe the book of Revelation could be interpreted literally.  Out of the School of Alexandria came the allegorical interpretation of Scripture


	249
	DECIUS – Roman Emperor [249‑251] who attempted to exterminate all Christians in the empire.  He was the eighth emperor to systematically persecute the church.  Born in the province of Pannonia (Serbia, Yugoslavia), Decius was a senator and proconsul before he succeeded to the empire.  He was accepted by the senate after his troops on the Danube proclaimed him emperor and Philip the Arabian was killed in the ensuing battle between the rival armies.  This was that time in history when the Goths were flooding across the Danube; they overran the provinces of Moesia and Thrace, besieging the towns.  The Roman armies surrounded them but they refused to surrender, and in the final engagement of the campaign Decius and his elder son were killed in battle near the Black Sea.
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	ABELONIANS who were an obscure North African sect known only from the writings of Augustine had been active around Hippo but by 428 had ceased to exist. Both marriage and total sexual abstinence were mandated with a boy and girl being obtained by adoption who after the death of both parents themselves married and adopted a boy and girl. 
PERSECUTION UNDER DECIUS – In January of 250 Decius issued an edict designed to reinstate by force throughout the empire the old pagan religions of Rome.  All subjects of the empire were ordered to offer a sacrifice of incense to idols in the presence of commissioners, and they would receive a certificate called ‘libelli’ (meaning little book) that verified their obedience and willingness to worship Roman gods.  For Christians this was an order to deny that Jesus Christ alone is Lord.  Huge numbers of believers were martyred across the expanse of the empire because they refused.  Violent persecutions raged in Alexandria, Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus, Smyrna, Troas, in Phrygia, and Bithynia, on the islands of Crete and Sicily, and in Nice, to name some.  Fabian, the bishop of Rome was the first to be martyred in this persecution.  Some Christians were beheaded or stoned to death; others were crucified or set on fire in the stadiums, or put in a bag with serpents and scorpions.  The pupils of a Christian schoolmaster were allowed to stab him to death with their iron writing styles (pens).  Many believers having been tortured, passed away in prisons, the stories that are preserved are horrific.  Some were stretched upon a wheel until all their bones were broken.  They had their feet pierced with nails and were dragged through the streets, scourged, torn with hooks, and scorched with lighted torches.  One Christian lady was scourged with red-hot irons and torn with sharp hooks and laid naked on live coals intermingled with glass before being carried back to prison where she died.  Christian women were often sent to public brothels, abused until they died.  Preserved for us also are the reasons given by the martyrs for enduring such unimaginable suffering: “I choose to die rather than to break his word. So I refuse to worship and bow down before your golden gods” and, “No, I shall offer the true God the acceptable sacrifice of praises and prayers”, and “Bodily pains will not move me away from the faith of the true God, my saviour”.  It is of interest that Encyclopaedia Britannica in an article on Decius comments that “The suppression strengthened rather than weakened the Christian movement, for public opinion condemned the government’s violence and applauded the passive resistance of the martyrs.
DIONYSIUS OF PARIS [d.250] – Martyr who is said to have been one of seven bishops sent to convert Gaul and that later he became bishop of Paris before becoming a martyr at Montmatre or Martyrs Hill. In 626 his remains were translated to St Denis the famous Benedictine abbey near Paris.

FRANCE [see also 496] – The Christian faith made its appearance in Gaul at an early date, probably in the first century. Missionaries and merchants from the East brought the Gospel to Marseille, from which town it spread up the Rhone River valley to Vienne and Lyons. Under the vigorous leadership of Irenaeus [see 177] and others, the faith spread northward reaching Paris in 250. By the time religious toleration was granted throughout the Roman Empire in the early fourth century, Christianity was well established in the cities of Gaul but had only started to penetrate the countryside.

INDIA [see also 1320] – The tradition of the apostle Thomas coming to India is held particularly strong by the Syrian Christians of Kerala. Thomas came to Cranganore in 52 and founded seven churches in different places in Kerala, later proceeded to the east coast and indeed beyond India, and was finally martyred at Mylapore which is in the modern city of Chennai in 72. There are early references to Thomas being in India one example being the Syriac “Doctrine of the Apostles” of c.250 which states that “India and all its countries and those bordering on it even to the farthest sea received the Apostles hand of priesthood from Judas Thomas, who was guide and ruler in the church which he built there and ministered there”. There is also mention of Dudi a bishop of Basra, leaving his see and evangelising in India [c.295 to 300]. The link, whenever it began, determined certain things of importance about the Church of Kerala as there was a distinct foreignness about having worshipping Syriacs and depending on a supply of foreign bishops. There was also an indirect link with the patriarch of Antioch via the Church of the Sassanid empire. However, what existed further north in India would hardly have survived the Muslim invasions.
PIONIUS [d.250] – Martyr. An elder of the Church of Smyrna who was killed in the Decian persecution. The recording of his trial and burning are available in the Greek and in two diverging Latin versions. The narrative bears impressive testimony to the martyr’s character and culture and gives a valuable insight into the treatment of Christians at this time.




251-260 AD
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	CORNELIUS – Bishop of Rome [251‑253].  Due to the intense persecution of Decius it was over a year before Cornelius was elected as the successor to Fabian.  Under Emperor Gallus, Cornelius was exiled to the town called Trajan’s Port on a stretch of coastline called Centumcellae and was eventually martyred there.  The port was the main ferry link with the island of Sardinia where many church leaders were exiled to die in the mines.  (Trajan’s Port is preserved in modern Civitavecchia, Italy.)  During the time Cornelius was bishop many of those who under pressure had denied being Christians (apostatised) were now seeking to return to the fellowship and this caused much division in the church across the empire.  Cornelius restored repentant apostates to the church in Rome, something which was totally unacceptable to Novation, who had departed from the church with his followers over this issue and had been made rival bishop by the separatist group.  Correspondence was exchanged between Cornelius and Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, over this schism, and Cyprian wrote his famous "De Unitate Catholicae Ecclsiae", The Unity of the Catholic/Universal Church. He succeeded Fabian [see 236] and was succeeded by Lucius [see 253].
CYPRIAN [200-258] – Church father, and bishop of Carthage [248‑258], author of "De Unitate Catholicae Ecclsiae".   Born of wealthy pagan parents, Cyprian became a prominent member of Carthaginian society.  His education included rhetoric, and he may have practised law in Carthage.  Around 246, Cyprian was converted to Christianity and within two years, because of his complete dedication to celibacy, austerity, and the Scriptures, was elected bishop of Carthage (the largest church in Africa), a position he held until his martyrdom in 258.  Cyprian wrote that from the time he became bishop he made up his mind to take no important step without asking the consent of the people as well as the advice of his clergy.  His appointment however was opposed by some of the senior clergy of that church, and in particular Novatus, a presbyter whose opposition was later shown to be instigated by petty jealousy.  

Within months of his election Cyprian faced the persecution instituted in 250 by Decius, emperor of Rome, and went into hiding, an action for which he received a great deal of censure.  He was criticised by his enemies as well as others who were ignorant of his motives; in his defence Cyprian claimed the teaching and actions of Christ: he wrote, “Our Lord commanded us to yield, and to fly.  He taught this, and practised it himself,” and “…the martyrs crown comes by the grace of God, and cannot be gained before the appointed hour, he who retires for a time and remains true to Christ, does not deny his faith but only abides his time.”  His subsequent actions also did much in vindicating him, for it is said that, although he fled the city he remained in close proximity so as to continue vital oversight of the church, and in handing over ‘much’ personal property to one of the trusted clergy, he was able to help in sustaining many during this time (this was necessary because the anti-Cyprian Novatus had appointed a wealthy layman as deacon and thus gained control of relief funds).  Cyprians own martyrdom a decade later under Valerian went a long way in acquitting him of any guilt in his earlier action. The persecution under Decius resulted in a great controversy called The Lapsed about which Cyprian had a great deal to say.
‘THE LAPSED’ controversy involved Sacrificati, Libellatici, Lapsi, and Confessors.  The edict of Decius that led to the great persecution of the church required subjects of the entire empire to offer a sacrifice of incense to idols in the presence of commissioners, for which they would receive a certificate, called libelli (liber means book, libelli means little book).  Many Christians for fear of their lives apostatised by offering the sacrifice, and were thereby designated as ‘sacrificati’.  Others, through sympathetic officials or by bribing the corrupt, obtained the necessary certificate as proof of compliance without having actually sacrificed, and were called ‘libellatici’.  Those who used either of these means to escape the persecution were called ‘lapsi’, the lapsed brethren.  Another classification of believer during the persecution was ‘confessors’.  Confessors were those who had ‘confessed’ their allegiance to Christ before Roman officials and although suffering torture had not actually been martyred.
As the persecution lessened, the 'lapsi' wanted to return to the church, and the ‘confessors’ claimed that a special dispensation from God (on account of their steadfastness) gave them the right of granting pardon for sins, and they readily allowed them back into the fellowship.  For this they had the backing of some of the clergy, including Novatus, but not Cyprian (though still in hiding, his views were carried to the church); he viewed this as misappropriation of authority, doctrinally incorrect, and the easy re-admittance as wrong.  The claim of the confessors may have come from a precedent mentioned by Tertullian back in the year 197: “it was the custom of those who were not at peace with the Church to beg this peace from the martyrs”.  Confessors may have considered themselves almost but not quite martyrs.  In any case they considered they could “cover with their merits the demerits of the lapsed.”  It was from this time that the bishop in Rome began to say that “only the bishop could forgive sins”, and Bishop Cyprian would have something to say about that too in the synod he convened.
SYNOD OF AFRICAN BISHOPS – Upon his return in 251, Cyprian convened a synod of African bishops and delivered an address called ‘The Lapsed’ which settled the controversy in his favour.  In regard to the issue of granting pardon for sins, Cyprian in his address stated that no man can usurp the divine prerogative in the forgiveness of sins: “The Lord alone can have mercy.  He alone can bestow pardon for sins which have been committed against Himself.”  The decision of the synod regarding ‘the lapsed’ was to the effect that although no one would be totally excluded from the church, extremely severe church discipline would apply.  In regard to those who had sacrificed to the pagan gods (the sacrificati), readmittance into the fellowship and partaking of the Lord’s Supper would depend on how easily they had succumbed; there were varying periods of delay and for some it would only be allowed on their deathbeds.  For those who had merely accepted certificates (the libellatici), readmittance into the fellowship was permitted at once but partaking of the Lord’s Supper would follow in due course.  Lapsed clergy lost their positions but were permitted to return as laity, or at best, clergy in name only.  

THE LORD'S SUPPER – The severity of the discipline can only be seen in light of the attitude of the day toward the Lord’s Supper.  It was no longer a memorial supper: “This do in remembrance of me”, for by now it was believed to be a special means of dispensing divine grace, and you would run out of that grace if you didn’t keep it topped up.  The bishops believed that by withholding the elements of The Supper, the eternal life of the erring was in jeopardy (this is how distorted the simple remembrance ritual had become).  In regard to whether clergy who had apostatised could administer the Lord's Supper, it was Cyprian's view that they were of the same lot as the "haters of God" of Romans 1, and he likened them to Old Testament sacrilegious priests whose sacrifices at the altar were unacceptable to God.  He wrote (in Letter 67) that any priestly function performed by unholy priests, such as administering the Lord's Supper or offering prayers for the church, was not only invalid but their pollution and its penalty would be passed to any who communed with them.  (Note that whereas Scripture calls all church age believers "priests", Cyprian only applied the term to those who had been ordained.)

RIVAL BISHOPS SET UP IN CARTHAGE – Novation (the bishop of the schism in Rome) sent a delegation to Carthage in opposition to Cyprian’s policy of allowing apostates back into the church, for in his view they had committed ‘the sin unto death’; therefore no readmittance to the church was possible.  When the delegation arrived, presbyter Novatus sided with their hardline attitude, and since he had previously supported the ‘confessors’ soft approach, showed his hatred of Cyprian in supporting any who were against him.  There was quite a farce as a result of this, for not one but two rival bishops were set up in opposition to Bishop Cyprian.
MAZABANIS Primate of Jerusalem [251-260] see 213 and 260

NOVATION – Rival bishop of Rome in opposition to Cornelius.  Novation was a presbyter with the reputation of being a learned theologian, and had at the time of the election of Cornelius, been preferred by a minority in the church at Rome, and they became a separatist group with Novation as their bishop.  He had a very hardline view regarding apostates; he considered they had committed the ‘sin unto death’ and could not therefore, by the church, be restored to its fellowship.  As bishop of the separatist group, he sent a delegation to Carthage over this controversy and his man was set up as rival bishop to Cyprian. Novation died a martyr in the persecution under Valerian.  Novationism was the name given to the schism and Novationist churches were established in other regions with converts rebaptised (rebaptism became another controversy very shortly).  In regard to Novation’s doctrine, his writings on the person and work of Christ prove his orthodoxy; he wrote at length on the Trinity and maintained the full deity of Christ.  A Novationist bishop was at the forefront in repudiating the heresy of Arianism, and in 325 at the Council of Nicaea, which dealt with Arianism as well as schisms, Novationists were accepted back into the mainstream church with the stipulation that there be no change to their doctrinal stance.

TREBONIANUS GALLUS – Roman emperor [251‑253] under whose reign the persecution of the Christians continued.  Gallus came from an ancient family whose ancestry could be traced to the pre-Roman Etruscan aristocracy.  He was legate of Moesia under Decius, and became emperor when Decius was killed in battle against the Goths; the armies of the Danube had been engaged in continuous campaigns against invading Goths.  He adopted the younger son of Decius as co-ruler, but Hostilian died of the plague shortly after receiving the title.  Gallus concluded a treaty with the Goths by agreeing to let them retain the plunder and captives they had acquired, and by pledging to pay them an annual tribute.  In 253, the Goths invaded again and when they were defeated by Aemilian, the new legate of Moesia, his troops proclaimed him emperor and proceeded to advance toward Italy (which allowed the Goths to regroup and invade Greece.).  Gallus summoned the aid of Valerian who commanded the armies of the Upper Rhine, but before Valerian could arrive, Gallus was killed by his own troops who had accepted Aemilian.  The Upper Rhine armies then proclaimed Valerian emperor, but before the two sides met in battle, Aemilian was killed by his troops.
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	253
	FABIUS Primate of Antioch [253-256] see also 237 and 256

LUCIUS I – Bishop of Rome [253‑254] who continued to receive repentant apostates into the church during his short reign.  Lucius was sent to Centumcellae during the persecution which continued under Trebonianus Gallus, but was allowed to return under Valerian (before he too turned against the Christians), however the bishop died shortly after his return. He succeeded Cornelius [see 251] and was succeeded by Stephen I [see 254].

VALERIAN – Roman Emperor [253‑260]. Valerian systematically persecuted the Christians, the ninth emperor to do so.  Valerian had been finance officer for Emperor Decius and had assisted in the introduction of certificates to be handed out by the commissioners to all who obeyed the edict of 250. The edict resulted in the great persecution of the church, which persecution Valerian vigorously renewed four years after he became emperor.  Upon his succession he and the senators appointed his son Gallienus, co-ruler, recognising that it was impossible for one man to control the empire.  Gallienus was to rule the West and handle the Goths while Valerian would look after the East and engage the Persians, for under Shapur I, they had invaded Syria, Anatolia, Armenia, and in 256 they sacked the city of Antioch, carrying off captives as well as a great deal of treasure.  Valerian crossed the Euphrates where he was defeated and captured in 260, Shapur using him as a footstool to mount his horse.  The Persians used their skill of skinning people alive, and when envoys arrived to sue for peace they were presented with the skin of Valerian, who had died just before they finished.  After this there were 43 years of comparative peace for the Christians.

PERSECUTION UNDER VALERIAN – At first Valerian’s attitude was mild toward the Christians, but in 257 he is said to have had a change of heart from being influenced by a magician from Egypt who suggested that the calamities across the empire were due to the Christian’s refusal to worship the gods.  In his first edict against them in 257 there was to be no bloodshed: the church would be deprived of its leaders (bishops were banished and their property confiscated), and church assembly was prohibited.  When this had no effect, he published a second edict the following year, in which believers were to be executed unless they denied Christ, and in various parts of the empire Christians were tortured, the martyrdoms said to be innumerable.  In Rome, the bishop and the deacons were put to death; in Utica, North Africa, three hundred together were suffocated in a burning limekiln; in Palestine they were devoured by tigers; believers in Spain and Caesarea Cappadocia were burnt to death.  When the deaths of other believers by burning could not persuade a young boy to renounce Christ, pagan onlookers were reduced to tears as he was led to the fire, but he told them, they would have rejoiced had they known where he was going.  The martyrdoms that have been recorded were representative only of all those who lost their lives in the persecutions.


	254
	RE-BAPTISM CONTROVERSY – The issue in this controversy was to do with believers who had been baptised by the separatist churches of Novation as well as others considered heretic, and whether or not their baptisms were valid when some of them wished to join the mainstream church.  Stephen the bishop of Rome said, “Let there be no innovation beyond what has been handed down”, and accepted their baptism where the ritual had been performed in the name of the Trinity.  Cyprian bishop of Carthage did not.  He convened three councils to decide the issue (the last in 256 had eighty-seven African bishops in attendance), and the decision: there could be no baptism outside the universal church; re-baptism would have to be performed (this was the view of the churches of Asia Minor also.)  Stephen threatened to ex-communicate Cyprian.  Cyprian, who considered the bishop of Rome a colleague of high honour, but no more, responded in his address to his council of fellow bishops: “Neither does any of us set himself up as a bishop of bishops, nor by tyrannical terror does any compel his colleague to the necessity of obedience…”  A complete breach with the church in Rome was averted by the martyrdom of Stephen in 257 and his successor Sixtus II being more conciliatory.  Later in the same year Cyprian was arrested and banished to the city of Curubis (modern Kubra, 115km from Carthage).  Recalled a year later and found guilty of sacrilege against the Roman gods, Cyprian was beheaded outside Carthage.
STEPHEN I – bishop of Rome [254‑257].  He was bishop during a time of great turbulence within the church to do with the return of apostates to the fellowship, and a re-baptism controversy.  Stephen had several confrontations with Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, and was the first bishop of Rome to use his reputation as successor to the Apostle Peter in order to claim authority over other bishops.  In 254 when two Spanish congregations dismissed and replaced their two bishops who had apostatised during the persecution, the dismissed bishops appealed to Stephen and he reinstated them.  Then the Spanish church appealed to Cyprian for help.  Cyprian, who had taken a much firmer stance against clergy who apostatised, convened a synod of African bishops to decide the case, which ruled that congregations not only had the right but the duty to separate themselves from bishops who apostatised.  In another case, bishops in Gaul appealed to Stephen for support when they denounced a colleague, the bishop of Arles, for his hardline stance against his congregation (he would not readmit repentant apostates under any conditions).  Stephen refused to give support in this case even though he had reinstated the two apostate bishops of Spain.  Cyprian however wrote letters in support of the bishops of Gaul.  His view was that while severe church discipline would apply for apostatising, no one would be totally excluded from the church.  Not long after this the re-baptism issue became contentious between the two. He succeeded Lucius [see 253] and succeeded by Sixtus II [see 257].



	255


	

	256
	DEMETRIUS Primate of Antioch [256-262] see also 253 and 262


	257
	SIXTUS II – bishop of Rome [257‑258] who inherited the problem over re-baptism. Although agreeing with Stephen his predecessor, Sixtus was tolerant of the differing policy regarding re-baptism of the churches of Africa and Asia Minor, and sent an envoy to Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, and thus restored relations.  In the year Sixtus became bishop, Emperor Valerian posted his first decree against the Christians and then his second and more severe in 258.  Sixtus and his deacons were beheaded in the catacomb where Sixtus had gathered his congregation for services for protection. He succeeded Stephen I [see 254] and was succeeded by Dionysius [see 259]


	258
	LAURENCE [d.258] – Martyr. He was one of seven deacons at Rome during the pontificate of Sixtus II.  He suffered martyrdom in Valerian’s persecution. When he was required by the Roman ruler to deliver up the churches treasure, Laurence assembled the poor who were his special charge saying “These are the treasures of the church”. For this action it is said that he was roasted to death on the gridiron. Others disagree regarding the means of his martyrdom saying that he was simply beheaded.



	259
	DIONYSIUS – Bishop of Rome [259‑268].  Dionysius had to wait until Valerian was away fighting the Persians before he could be elected.  With the capture of Valerian there was peace for the church under his son, Emperor Gallienus.  At this time, another Dionysius (called the great, see 247) who was bishop of Alexandria was suspected of teaching Sabellianism (a heresy regarding the Trinity).  Dionysius, bishop of Rome wrote two letters: one to the church in Alexandria refuting Sabellianism, and one to his counterpart inviting him to explain his position on the matter, and the letter he received back on the doctrine of the Godhead was to the satisfaction of all.  Both bishops gave their support to councils held in Antioch which condemned Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch, who preached that Jesus was a mere man and not God. Dionysius succeeded Sixtus II [see 257] and was succeeded by Felix I [see 269].
FRUCTUOSUS [d.259] – Bishop of Tarragona in Spain. He and two deacons were hauled before the Roman court for refusing to offer sacrifices to Roman state gods. They had contravened the edicts of Valerian and Gallienus [257-58] requiring non-pagans to join in Roman religious ceremonies. Found guilty he was burned to death.


	260
	GALLIENUS – Roman emperor [260‑268].  He co-ruled with his father Valerian from 253, and became sole ruler in 260 when Valerian was captured by the Persian ruler Shapur I (Valerian died in captivity).  Gallienus had a Christian wife and the severe persecution that had occurred during the reign of Valerian ceased.  He issued a decree that those who had been exiled could return to their homes, and that their freedom had long been his desire.  Another decree permitted the church “to take possession again of the so-called cemeteries” (the catacombs).  Gallienus ruled an empire that was disintegrating under the pressure of foreign invaders and civil war.  His general on the Rhine, Postumus, was proclaimed emperor of Gaul; the Persians in the East and Germanic tribes along the Danube were plundering the provinces, and successive revolts by other generals and their armies had to be put down.  During his reign Gallienus transferred the command of the armies from the senators to professional equestrian officers, and also expanded the cavalry by creating a mobile cavalry reserve.  While in battle against Aureolus, yet another rebellious general who had summoned the aid of the Alemanni tribe, Gallienus was murdered, and Claudius, one of his cavalry commanders, succeeded him as Claudius II.
IMENAIOS Primate of Jerusalem [260-298] see 251 and 298



261-270 AD
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	AMPHILOKHOS Primate of Antioch [262-267] see also 256 and 267
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	265
	MAXIMUS Patriarch of Alexandria [265-282] see 248 and 282. Maximus participated in the Synod of Antioch against the teachings of Paul Samosata.
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	PAUL OF SAMOSATA Primate of Antioch [267-270] see also 262 and 270


	268
	CLAUDIUS II – Roman emperor [268‑270].  Claudius and Aurelian were commanders of the newly formed cavalry when Gallienus was murdered, and it was Claudius who succeeded to the empire.  He quickly put down the revolt of General Aureolus and drove off the Alemanni tribe the usurper had summoned, however his rule was only recognised in the central territories of the empire, career army officers were everywhere proclaiming themselves emperor.  Claudius died of the plague in 270, and was succeeded by his brother who died or was killed three months later.  Aurelian was then made emperor.
PAUL OF SAMOSATA – Bishop of Antioch whose condemnation occurred in 268. Three councils of bishops between 264 and 268 were convened in Antioch to investigate the teaching of Paul of Samosata and his doctrine was condemned. He taught a form of Dynamic Monarchianism [see 200], a heresy which denied the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he did not allow the singing of hymns of worship to Christ. Paul was born in Samosata on the Euphrates.  He became governor of tax collection for the king and later Zenobia the queen of the Syrian city-state of Palmyra (a temporary kingdom), and had his headquarters in Antioch.  He was also judge in Antioch and became wealthy and influential.  Around 260 he succeeded Demetrianus as bishop of Antioch and at the same time retained his secular positions.  

When Paul was accused of doctrinal error, as well as gross improprieties, the church enlisted the help of bishops from surrounding regions, and Firmilian, bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, presided over two of the three councils that were held.  (Firmilian died in Tarsus while on his way to the third.)  Bishops came from Pontus, Tarsus, Iconium, Jerusalem, Caesarea Maritima, and Bostra; Dionysius of Rome sent his support by letter, as did Dionysius of Alexandria who pleaded that his age excuse him from attending, and he died before the matter was resolved.  Paul was questioned on various subjects, and with discussions and arguments every effort was made to discover his true doctrinal position.  Malchion, when a deacon at the church in Antioch, was the first to be alarmed at his teaching and sound the alert, then later, on becoming presbyter was at the forefront of questioning and refuting Paul. At the third council in 268 Paul was condemned and deposed.  A letter on the subject was drafted and sent to the bishop of Rome, and the bishop of Alexandria, and it also acknowledged all bishops, presbyters, deacons, and the whole universal church throughout the world; copies were sent to all the provinces.  

Paul of Samosata was condemned and deposed, but he refused to be removed.  He had some support in the church, and with the heavy weight of patronage from Zenobia, he stayed put.  Domnus, the son of Demetrianus, Paul’s predecessor, was elected to take his place and for four years Antioch had two bishops.  In 272 Emperor Aurelian ordered Paul to hand over the church property.  Eusebius writes, “But Paul being unwilling to leave the building of the church, an appeal was made to the emperor Aurelian, who decided most equitably on the business, ordering the building to be given up to those whom the Christian bishops of Italy and Rome should write.  Thus, then, this man was driven out of the church with extreme disgrace by the temporal power itself.”


	269
	FELIX I – Bishop of Rome [269‑274].  Prior to Felix becoming bishop of Rome, Paul of Samosata (bishop of Antioch) had been deposed (268) but refused to hand over church property.  In 272, Emperor Aurelian ordered Paul to relinquish it, and Felix plus the other bishops of Italy were charged with the oversight of its return to the rightful owners (the church in Antioch). He succeeded Dionysius [see 259] and was succeeded by Eutychian [see 275].
MALCHION OF ANTIOCH – He was a teacher of rhetoric in Antioch who opposed his own bishop Paul of Samosata [see 268] at the synod of an Antioch in 269. The latter’s view that Christ was by nature merely an ordinary man was condemned. Paul, bishop since 260 was deposed and excommunicated. Malchion also drafted the report announcing the synod's decision.



	270


	AURELIAN – Roman emperor [270-275].  He became the second emperor to impose the worship of the Syrian sun-god Baal on the empire, the first being Elagabalus [218‑222].  Aurelian was a soldier who had worked his way from the bottom all of the way to the top, and was a commander of the highly mobile cavalry when he was made emperor.  He had the nick-name of ‘hand on the hilt’; he would rather fight than eat.  He turned back Germanic tribes who had invaded central provinces and northern Italy, and began the wall which was given his name, to enclose the city of Rome against invasion.  In 272 he marched East and recovered territories from Zenobia, queen of the Syrian city-state of Palmyra, who had extended her rule over the whole of Syria, Egypt, and most of Asia Minor.  After returning to battle along the Danube, Aurelian was called again to another revolt of Palmyra, and this time he destroyed the city.  He also stormed the city of Alexandria at this time, as an uprising had broken out in Egypt (where for the most part people were supportive of Zenobia), and it was then that the famous classical Library of Alexandria was lost.  Aurelian then turned attention to the Rhine and recovered Gaul off a rival emperor, as well as Spain, and Britannia.  In 274, he made the historic decision to withdraw his soldiers and the settlers to a defensible frontier south of the Danube.  While centralised power had been restored under Aurelian, the empire remained unstable.  Aurelian came very close to interrupting the relative peace the Christians had enjoyed since the end of the Valerian persecution for he was on the verge of signing the decree to raise yet another; the rumour and terror of it was being noised abroad, but while he was marching to open a campaign against the Persians, he was assassinated at a general staff meeting.
DOMNUS I Primate of Antioch [270-273] see also 267 and 273

GREGORY THAUMATURGUS [c.213-c.270] – Bishop of Neo Caesarea. He was one of Origen’s pupils and had been a pagan lawyer from Neo Caesarea when he came under Origen’s influence. He was converted and became an enthusiastic supporter of Origin’s emphasis that the church should attempt to use all wisdom and literature for its own use, that the good heathen learning should be used, and the evil castaway. As a bishop, Gregory made attempts to draw the Christian believers away from their pagan festivals by instituting martyrs festivals which could substitute as times of celebration. His ministry appears to have been successful as on a numerical scale there was a marked increase in the number of Christians on the completion of his ministry in Neo Caesarea.



271-280 AD

	271
	ANTONY OF EGYPT [251‑356] – Born into a Coptic Christian family in Coma, Egypt (near al-Minya on the Nile).  He was the first recorded Christian hermit, who withdrew into isolation in Egypt and his example encouraged monasticism in the church.  Church historian Henry Sheldon says, “The example of Anthony acted like contagion.  Before his death, the deserts of Egypt, the headquarters of monasticism, had begun to be peopled with hermits.  Neighbouring countries followed the Egyptian precedent.  Syria and Palestine early shared in the zeal for the new method of conquering the world and the devil.”  At 20 years of age Antony began to live an ascetic life and moved into a tomb near his village.  At 35 he crossed the Nile to a mountain called Pispir (now Dayr al-Maymun) where he lived in absolute solitude for 20 years in a disused fort.  A number of ascetics gradually established themselves nearby in caves and huts on the mountain, seeking his spiritual guidance, and eventually when he was 55 he emerged to instruct and organise them into a community of monks (Greek monachos – solitary).  They retreated further to an inner desert between the Nile and the Red Sea.  Antony came out of this desert several times, once to offer himself as a martyr during the persecution of Maximin Daia [305-313], but was denied and instead helped those who had been imprisoned.  Another time he preached in Alexandria to lend weight to Athanasius against the Arians (Athanasius was a fourth century theologian and bishop of Alexandria).  The earliest original writings in Coptic (the last stage of ancient Egyptian) were letters by Antony.  Shortly after his death, Antony’s biography was written by Athanasius, whose writings are in Coptic and Greek.

ANTONIANS – The name that was adopted by several communities claiming descent from Anthony of Egypt. The first was a group of followers during his lifetime mentioned above. There followed the Hospital Brothers of St Antony founded in 1095 by Gaston de Dauphine which survived in France, Italy and Spain until the French Revolution. The Armenian Church also had an Antonian order in the 17th century to keep in touch with the Roman Catholic Church, as well as a community founded in Flanders in 1615, and a sect in Switzerland founded by Anton Uterhaher [1759-1824] who claimed to be the ruler of the world.

	272
	DOMETIUS – Bishop of Byzantium [272-284]. He succeeded Titus [see 242] had two sons Probus [see 293] and Metrophanes [see 306] who both became bishops of Byzantium. He saw the deceit of the religion of idols and accepted the Christian faith and was baptised. Arriving in Byzantium he found Bishop Titus [see 244] an holy and God fearing man. Titus accepted Dometius into the clergy of the Church and after the death of Titus in 272 became the bishop of Byzantine.


	273
	TIMAEUS Primate of Antioch [273-277] see also 270 and 277
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	275
	ALEXANDER OF LYCOPOLIS - Egyptian writer from the third century who wrote a tract against Manichaeism [see 240]. One interpretation is that he turned from paganism to Christ. The tract favours Christian orthodoxy for its practical concern to make mankind virtuous and for its plausible interpretation of the Crucifixion.
EUTYCHIAN – Bishop of Rome [275‑283] who succeeded Felix, and ruled over a peaceful church. He was buried in the Catacomb of Calixtus where fragments of his original Greek epitaph were discovered. He succeeded Felix I [see 269] and was succeeded by Caius [see 283].

FLORIAN – Roman emperor for three months [276].  Florian seized power upon the death of his half-brother Tacitus and although it was tolerated by the Senate and the armies of the West, the legions in Syria proclaimed their general, Probus, emperor.  Civil war broke out but was ended with the sudden death of Florian.
TACITUS – Roman emperor [275‑276].  After the murder of Aurelian, the army asked the Senate to select a nobleman to rule the empire, but it was six months before they chose the elderly senator Tacitus who had twice served as consul.  His reign lasted eleven months during which time he was engaged in continual warfare with tribes in the Eastern empire, and it is not known whether he was murdered by his soldiers or died of disease.  He was succeeded by his half-brother Florian.


	276
	PROBUS – Roman emperor [276‑282].  The son of a Balkan military officer, Probus was the Eastern praetorian prefect when his troops proclaimed him emperor and he succeeded to the throne upon the sudden death of Florian.  Although his reign saw continual frontier warfare against hostile Germanic tribes, insurrections in Britannia, Gaul, and the East, nevertheless Probus had time for other activities.  He completed the wall begun by Aurelian (the greater part of which is still in good condition); it was 19km long and enclosed the city of Rome against invading tribes.  Probus also had great interest in agriculture and attempted to return abandoned farmland to cultivation but it caused resentment in the military when they were detailed to this work.  He also permitted a great number of defeated Goths, Alemanni, and Franks to settle on plots of land in Gaul and in the provinces of the Danube.  Probus was murdered by soldiers, and succeeded by Carus, prefect of the praetorian guard.


	277
	CYRIL Primate of Antioch [277-299] see also 273 and 299
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	280
	First rural churches emerge in northern Italy; Christianity is no longer exclusively in urban areas



281-290 AD
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	282
	CARUS – Roman emperor [282‑283].  Upon succession, Carus immediately associated his sons, Carinus and Numerian, with his reign, giving them the title of caesar (indicating they were imperial heirs).  In 283, the emperor (and Numerian) led a campaign against the Persians, invading Mesopotamia and penetrating beyond the Tigris.  (The victory was aided by Bahram II being unable to meet the Roman challenge due to a rebellion led by his brother.)  When Carus died suddenly (circumstances unknown) the Roman army was forced to withdraw, and Numerian succeeded his father as emperor of the East, while Carinus, who had been left to look after the armies of Rhine, became emperor of the West.
THEONAS Patriarch of Alexandria [282-300] see 265 and 300. Eusebius the Historian calls him a “pillar of the Church”


	283
	CAIUS – Bishop of Rome [283‑296] who decreed that before a person could become a bishop they should have worked their way up through the system. His epitaph, found in the Catacomb of Calixtus, stated that Caius had for the last eight years carried out his duties as bishop in the catacomb. He succeeded Eutychian [see 275] and was succeeded by Marcellinus [see 296].
CARINUS and Numerian – Joint Roman emperors; Carinus, emperor in the West [283‑285], and Numerian, emperor in the East [283-284], upon the death of their father, Carus.  In 284, Numerian was found dead in his litter; Aper, his father-in-law and praetorian prefect was accused of having killed him in order to seize power and was executed by Diocletian who had been proclaimed emperor by his troops.  In 285 in the West, Carinus put down a revolt by the governor of Venetia, but shortly after this he was killed by a group of soldiers during a battle against Diocletian.
NUMERIAN – Joint Roman emperor with Carinus. Upon the death of their father Carus, Numerian became emperor in the East [283-284] and Carinus emperor in the West [283‑285].  In 284 Numerian was found dead in his litter, and Aper his father-in-law who was praetorian prefect was accused of having killed him in order to seize power and he was executed by Diocletian who had been proclaimed emperor by his troops.  In 285 in the West, Carinus put down a revolt by the governor of Venetia, but shortly after this he was killed by a group of soldiers during a battle against Diocletian.


	284
	DIOCLETIAN – Roman emperor [284‑305] who began the tenth and most terrible persecution of the church; one of his edicts attempted to destroy the Holy Scriptures and it left the church with very few copies.  Diocletian was born in Dalmatia (now a region in Croatia), the son of a freed slave, and was proclaimed emperor by his troops in Asia Minor in 284, with the rest of the empire obedient to Carinus until his death in 285.  At first he left the Christians alone while he consolidated his rule, which was a remarkable one for he was a great soldier, administrator, and innovator.  With the continuous revolts and invasions Diocletian quickly realised his vast empire was more than one man could command, and early after coming to power he began to create a very effective tetrarchy (four rulers constituting one sovereignty) to rule the empire.  At first, he chose as co-ruler and responsible for the West, his close friend General Maximian, under the title of augustus (the title he held himself), and then several years later, added two subordinate rulers with the title of caesar, Galerius in the East, and Constantius Chlorus (the father of Constantine the Great) in the West.  Diocletian’s reforms included freezing wages and prices to put an end to inflation and cost of living index; he introduced a fixed relationship between the worth of a coin and its metal content; reduced taxes; re-organised the army and abolished the Roman Secret Police.  

Diocletian was superstitious, a worshipper of the sky god Jupiter, and believed that he had come to power through the divine will of the gods, regarding himself and Maximian as “sons of gods and creators of gods”.  He called himself Jove, and Maximian was named Hercules, which signified their participation in the divine nature and that they were charged with distributing the benefits of Providence - Diocletian through divine wisdom, and Maximian through heroic energy.  Later, on coins and inscriptions, Diocletian was designated dominus et deus (lord and god).  In 295 he began to build one of the most famous palaces in history at Spalato, Dalmatia (now Split, Croatia) on the edge of the Adriatic; of vast proportions, it covered an area of seven acres, and in the year it was completed (305) he retired there and grew vegetables.
RUFINUS – Bishop of Byzantium [284-293] succeeded Dometius [see 272].  There is no additional information readily available.


	285


	

	286
	MAURICE – The leader of the Theban Legion. Emperor Maximian [286-305], joint emperor with Diocletian, had occupying forces in Gaul among which was a legion of Egyptians from Thebeid consisting of Christians led by Maurice. The emperor outlawed Christianity, demanded the destruction of churches and the sacrifice to the old pagan gods. The Theban Legion led by Maurice mutinied in Switzerland where they were massacred. There exists a 6th century monastery at the place of their martyrdom.
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291-300 AD
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	293
	PROBUS – Bishop of Byzantium [293-306] succeeded Rufinus I [see 284]. There is no additional information readily available.
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	296
	MARCELLINUS – Bishop of Rome [296‑304]. He initially presided over a peaceful church.  He introduced the practices of making prayers for the dead, and making the sign of the cross.  According to tradition he was martyred during the Diocletian persecution, his decapitated head remaining in public view on the streets of Rome for 26 days to frighten the Christian community. He succeeded Caius [see 283] and was succeeded by Marcellus I [see 308].
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	298
	ZAMBIDAS Primate of Jerusalem [298-300] see 260 and 300


	299
	TYRANNION Primate of Antioch [299-308] see also 277 and 308


	300
	GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR – He introduced Christianity into Armenia. Gregory, who was originally from Armenia, had been educated and become a Christian in neighbouring Caesarea, Cappadocia (Kayseri, Turkey).  About the year 300 he returned to Armenia and converted the king, who then made Christianity the state religion.  The Cappadocian bishops ordained Gregory bishop of Armenia, with his residence in Ejmiadzin.  Gregory evangelised regions around the Caucasus mountains, and then spent his last years in solitude, dying in a mountain cave in 332.  The Armenian church developed close ties with the Syrian church which had provided them with Scriptures, but around the year 410, an Armenian monk, Mesrop Mashtots, invented the Armenian alphabet, and translated numerous Scriptures into their own language.  In the year 506, the Armenian church rejected the decision of the Council of Chalcedon which had been held in 451 (that council had determined the orthodox position of the fully developed doctrine of the hypostatic union of Christ), and they maintained that Christ had only one nature.  They called themselves the Armenian Apostolic Church, claiming their origin directly from the Apostles Bartholomew and Thaddaeus (there are traditional stories about this), and they generally adhered to the doctrinal beliefs of Eastern Orthodoxy.
HERMON Primate of Jerusalem [300-314] see 298 and 314
PETER I  Patriarch of Alexandria [300-311] see 282 and 312. Three years after his elevation to the Archbishopric Throne of Alexandria the Emperor Galerius’ cruel persecution broke out, during which he died as a martyr. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church.
SPAIN [see also 1479] – According to tradition Spain was first received Christianity from Paul and James. Certainly by the third century Tertullian stated that there was a flourishing national church in existence when the Council of Elvira was held in 300. The country was adversely affected by various heresies and in the fifth century the Arian Visigoths overran the land. Their successors at the Third Council of Toledo in 589 accepted the Catholic Faith.




301-311 AD

	301


	

	302


	

	303
	ALBAN [d.303] – An early English martyr in Verulamium (now St Albans, Hertfordshire).  Alban was a pagan who served in the Roman army of the province of Britannia, and was converted to Christianity and baptised by a fugitive priest whom he had sheltered.  Alban disguised himself as the priest, and when Roman soldiers searched his house he was arrested in his stead and beheaded. (The story of Alban’s martyrdom is from Bede’s ‘Ecclesiastical History of the English People’, and some scholars have queried the date, since at that time in Britain, the Caesar Constantius Chlorus was favourable to Christians, and they believe Alban’s martyrdom may have occurred during an earlier persecution.)
GREAT PERSECUTION OF DIOCLETIAN – In 303-304, four edicts were published, which unleashed on the church the last and most violent of the persecutions.  Galerius, caesar in the East, was a fanatical follower of the Roman gods and his hatred of Christians was evident in the constant urging of his father-in-law Diocletian to take measures against them.  The rapid growth of the church angered the pagans, for by this time Christians predominated in some of the smaller Eastern towns or districts, and they were well represented in all regions of the empire, attested to by there being scarcely a place not mentioned where believers were martyred.  Diocletian first turned his anger on the Christians when it was said that they were preventing his soothsayers working (by making the sign of the cross, which had just been introduced by Marcellinus, bishop of Rome).  In 303 he issued three edicts, by which he sought to completely erase Christianity from the empire (the fourth edict was issued by joint emperor Maximian in 304).  Jean Cousin writing of Diocletian’s persecution for Encyclopaedia Britannica says, “The persecutions spread through the empire with an extreme violence that did not succeed in annihilating Christianity but caused the faith of the martyrs to blaze forth instead.”  

The edicts ordered the destruction of churches; seizure and burning of the sacred Scriptures; all Christians were to be deprived of public office and civil rights (they were reduced to the status of slave), and the clergy imprisoned; and Maximian’s edict of 304 was a sentence of death for all those who refused to sacrifice to the Roman gods.  Every source of torture was sanctioned to force believers to renounce Christ.  A new torture was added, that of drowning, with chances of renouncing Christ until the end.  Some believers were burned at the stake, some were slowly roasted, others were hacked to pieces and thrown to wild animals, or forced to drink molten lead.  Many were crucified, hot irons were used, the rack, bludgeons, flails, tongues and eyes torn out, tendons severed.  Mutilated men were sent to the mines; Christian ladies to brothels.  Eusebius, who witnessed for himself this persecution, says, “the executioners themselves, wearied with slaughter, were obliged to relieve one another”.  He also stated that believers “endured torments that are too horrible to relate” and others “such as decency forbids to describe.”  In this time of great pressure many believers renounced Christ, although many more remained “faithful until death” (and the Lord our God remains faithful to all, “He cannot deny Himself”).  The persecution extended across the empire except in the regions where Constantius Chlorus was caesar (Gaul and Britannia) who was favourable to Christians, and did little other than enforce the destruction of some of the church buildings.  Diocletian’s persecution was continued by Galerius until 311 and in the far East by Maximinus Daia until 313.  This was the tenth and last period of persecution by the empire with the prisons being so full of Christians that there was no room for the common criminal.
VICTORINUS [d.303] – Bishop of Pettau, near Vienne in Gaul, Latin exegete, and martyr under Diocletian.  From the writings of Jerome we learn that Victorinus wrote exegetical commentary on various passages from the Bible.  In his extant work on passages from Revelation and a treatise on the week of creation, he expressed his belief in the 1,000 year earthly reign of Christ, which he said would begin with the resurrection of the just in the seventh millennium.  Because of this belief his writings were repudiated by Jerome.
VITUS [d.303] – Martyr, who was said to have been born of pagan parents in southern Italy but brought up as a Christian by his nurse and her husband. All three were martyred in Diocletian’s persecution. Vitus was invoked against sudden death, hydrophobia, and the compulsive disorder chorea known as “St Vitus Dance”. His cult spread in the Middle Ages especially among Germans and Slavs. He is sometimes regarded as the patron saint of comedians and actors.



	304
	AGNES – Roman Christian Martyr who was renowned for her defence of her chastity probably in the persecution in the West under Maximian. She is depicted on several cups with eyes uplifted and hands raised in prayer to God. Constatina the daughter of Emperor Constantine built a basilica over her reputed grave in 350.

ARNOBIUS the Elder was a convert to Christianity who concentrated on exposing the errors of pagan worship and mythology. The divinity of Christ he based primarily on the miracles and advocated hope in Christ as the only real basis for immortality. 


	305
	CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS – Roman emperor of the West [305-306] who was favourable to Christians.  As Augustus of the West he was joint-ruler of the empire with Galerius.  Severus was appointed caesar to Constantius.  Constantius Chlorus and Helena were the parents of Constantine the Great.  However, Constantius had separated from Helena to marry the step-daughter of Maximian, who was emperor of the West at the time [289], and Constantine was brought up in Nicomedia at the court of Emperor Diocletian in the East.  Constantine was kept in the East as a semi-hostage and had on occasions attempted to reach his father.  In 293 Constantius was made caesar to Emperor Maximian and had rule over Britannia and Gaul.  In 303, when Diocletian's edicts were published, ordering the persecution of Christians, Constantius only gave them cursory attention.  Lactantius, Christian apologist and historian wrote regarding the enforcing of these edicts, "Maximian Hercules, a person of no merciful temper, yielded ready obedience, and enforced the edicts throughout his dominions of Italy.  Constantius, on the other hand, lest he should have seemed to dissent from the injunctions of his superiors, permitted the demolition of churches – mere walls, and capable of being built up again – but he preserved entire that true temple of God, which is the human body."  In 305, when Diocletian and Maximian retired, Constantius requested his son's presence from Galerius, and Constantine joined his father in Gaul.  They crossed over to Britannia to fight a campaign in the north, and with the death of Constantius in a battle against the Picts in 306, the armies of Britannia and Gaul proclaimed Constantine his successor.  The first Tetrarchy which Diocletian established lasted 20 years, ending in 305, but the second did not last long and ended in confusion, for by 308 there were no less than seven emperors either having or claiming to have the title of Augustus.
COUNCIL OF ELVIRA – Held in Spain in 305 after a period of persecution. It was attended by 19 bishops and a number of presbyters. The council reveals a community facing the problem created by a rapid conversion followed by something of a decline from the original fervour. The problem basically resolved around the degree of compromise acceptable in a mixed pagan Christian society. The 81 Canons of the council deal with matters such as continued nominal attachment to the pagan priesthood, remarriage, adultery, and celibacy among the clergy.

GALERIUS – Roman emperor of the East [305‑311]. He notorious for his hatred and persecution of Christians.  Galerius as Augustus of the East was joint emperor with Constantius Chlorus in the second tetrarchy.  Maximinus Daia his nephew was appointed caesar, and together they continued the persecution of Diocletian, Galerius abandoning it only in the last year of his reign when he became incapacitated with a painful disease and grudgingly granted an edict of toleration to the Christians.
PANTALEON [d. c.305] – He is said to have been physician to Emperor Galerius of Nicodemia. Converted in early life through his mother he went astray but was restored to faith through Hermolas. He suffered martyrdom under Diocletian's purge of Christians from the court. He is now considered one of the patron saints of physicians.



	306


	ANASTASIA was the daughter of Constantius Chlorus [293-306] father of Constantine. Her name based on the Greek word for Resurrection is paralleled elsewhere in the late third century only among Jews and Christians and therefore is generally regarded as evidence of Christian influence in this family.

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT – rival emperor of the West [306-312], joint ruler of the empire [312-324], sole ruler of the empire [324-337].  In 306 Constantine ruled only in Gaul and Britannia, and had to fight against rivals to become ruler of the West, and later the empire.  He divorced his first wife Minerva in 307, and like his father, married into Maximian's family by marrying his daughter Fausta who was the sister of Maxentius, one of his rivals for the West.
MAXENTIUS – Rival emperor of the West [306-312]. He was the son of Maximian the former joint emperor with Diocletian.  When Maxentius proclaimed himself emperor in Rome in 306 he recalled his father into service to help remove Severus.  In 308 a revolt broke out in Africa, and Domitius Alexander, the Vicar of Africa, had himself proclaimed emperor – the title Vicar of Africa was a Roman government office that had been created under the tetrarchy of Diocletian; it comes from vicarious, which is Latin for substitute. In 310, Constantine, who ruled in Gaul and Britannia and is considered the best general at this time, annexed Spain, and then in a pre-emptive strike, crossed into Italy in 312 and defeated his brother-in-law Maxentius near the Milvian Bridge, not far from Rome.  While attempting to escape Maxentius drowned.

MAXIMIAN – Rival emperor of the West [306-308]. He had reluctantly retired in 305 with Diocletian but was restored in 306 to assist his son Maxentius.  In 307 when Severus marched on Rome to regain his position he was defeated after his troops deserted him, and Maximian executed him.  In 308 there was a quarrel between father and son, and old Maximian sought refuge with his son-in-law Constantine after Diocletian once again persuaded his friend to retire.  However in 310 Maximian conspired to seize control of government, and Constantine forced him to commit suicide.

METROPHANES I – Bishop of Byzantium [306-314] succeeded Probus his brother [see 293]. Constantine the Great was much impressed by Metrophanes and it is said that Constantine’s choice of Byzantium to be the eastern capital of the Roman Empire was influenced by the quality of its bishop. He was unable to attend the Council of Nicea due to age and infirmity sending his successor Alexander in his stead.

PHILEAS OF THMUIS [d.306] – Martyr and first known bishop of Thmuis, Lower Egypt. Phileas was of noble birth and great wealth and he held important civil offices before his conversion. Imprisoned during Diocletian's persecution with three other Egyptian bishops he was tried before the prefect Culcianos and executed at Alexandria in the company of a Roman official Philoromus. A letter to his people written in prison still survives.
SEVERUS – Rival emperor of the West [306-307]. Severus had the title of Caesar under Constantius Chlorus, and was made the Augustus of the West by Galerius upon the death of Constantius in opposition to Constantine.  When the policies of Severus proved unpopular with the people and a riot broke out in Rome, another rival Maxentius had himself proclaimed emperor.


	307
	DOROTHY [d.313] – She was a Christian from Cappadocia who was arrested during the Diocletian persecution of the church. On the eve of her arrest she restored to faith in Christianity two apostate women who were sent to pervert her.  As she was being led to execution she was mocked by a lawyer named Theophilus who asked her for a basket of flowers and fruit. Soon afterwards a child came to Dorothy with a basket of roses and apples. She sent this to Theophilus who was converted to the faith and later died as a martyr.


	308
	LICINIUS – Joint-emperor as Augustus of the West [308-313], and Augustus of the East [313-324]. Licinius advanced through the ranks in the army and was suddenly given the title of Augustus in 308 by the emperor of the East, Galerius.  Galerius hoped Licinius would rule the West and had elevated him against Constantine, but he ruled only the province of Pannonia until 311.  When Galerius died in 311, Licinius took over his regions in Europe.  In 313 Licinius married Constantine's half-sister Constantia.  The two emperors, meeting in Milan, jointly issued the edict in January 313 that established religious toleration for Christianity.  In the same year Licinius became sole ruler of the East after defeating Maximinus Daia in battle.  After a short period of accord with Constantine, Licinius was then forced to give up his territory in the West (Pannonia and Moesia) and there followed ten years of uneasiness during which a clash took place in 316 with Licinius losing territory in the Balkans to Constantine.  In 324 Licinius was defeated by Constantine, first in Hadrianopolis (in present day European Turkey), and then surrendered in another battle at Chrysopolis (north-western Turkey) and was exiled to Thessalonica, but executed in 325 on a charge of attempted rebellion.
MARCELLUS I – Bishop of Rome [308-309].  Because of the horrors under Diocletian’s rule, the church in Rome was without an elected bishop for almost four years.  Marcellus found the church in disarray, with divisions continuing over apostates wishing to rejoin the church.  When he attempted to enforce church discipline before readmittance would be allowed it caused a furore, and led to rioting.  Maxentius, who was one of the rival emperors of the West, stepped in and sent Marcellus into exile, where he died. He succeeded Marcellinus [see 296] and was succeeded by Eusebuis [see 309].
MAXIMINUS DAIA – Joint emperor as Augustus of the East [308-313].  He was the nephew of Emperor Galerius of the East, and as his Caesar was assigned to rule Syria and Egypt in 305.  According to Lactantius he was a herdsman who had a meteoric rise to the top - "Daia, lately taken from the tending of cattle in forests to serve as a common soldier, immediately made one of the lifeguard, presently a tribune, and next day Caesar."  In 308 when Galerius bestowed the title of Augustus on Licinius, Maximinus claimed and received the same title.  He relentlessly persecuted the Christians, as did his uncle, ordering that those who refused to sacrifice to the pagan gods be mutilated and sent to the mines and quarries.  In 311 when Galerius was dying of a painful disease and grudgingly granted his edict of toleration, Maximinus grudgingly accepted it, but his cities and provinces were encouraged to petition for the expulsion of Christians from his domains.  The 'Acts of Pilate', an anti-Christian forgery, was taught at schools during this time.  After the death of Galerius, Maximinus occupied Asia Minor, and then in 313 he invaded the dominions of Licinius in Thrace but was forced to retreat back to Asia Minor where he died of disease.
VITALIUS I Primate of Antioch [308-314] see also 299 and 314


	309
	EUSEBIUS – Bishop of Rome [309‑310] for only four months. Inheriting the problem Marcellus had had, Eusebius readmitted repentant apostates into the church but only after compliance with church discipline.  Those opposed to him appointed an alternative bishop, and there was another violent dispute.  Emperor Maxentius again stepped in and sent both into exile.  Eusebius was sent to Sicily where he died almost immediately. He succeeded Marcellus I [see 308] who was succeeded by Miltiades [see 311].


	310


	CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA – Martyr who is said to have defended the faith of Alexandria before the philosophers and courtiers and was tortured to death by being broken on a wheel before being beheaded. In 1063 the Order of the Knights of Mt Sinai was formed to protect her relics. Their emblem was a broken spiked wheel. 
PAMPHILUS (c.250-310) – Christian martyr.  Born in Beirut, Pamphilus was educated privately in Alexandria then moved to Caesarea Palaestina after his conversion.  Pamphilus re-opened the School of Caesarea founded by Origen, and restored the library of Origin.  He re-copied biblical manuscripts, in particular the Hexapla edition of the Septuagint.  Eusebius of Caesarea (writer of ‘Ecclesiastical History’) was a devoted pupil.  Pamphilus was arrested during the persecution of Maximinus Daia and spent fifteen months in prison where he wrote an apology in five books in defence of Origen (whose teaching had been branded heresy).  In the year 310 Pamphilus was beheaded.


	311
	CAECILIAN – Bishop of Carthage [311‑340].  As senior deacon, Caecilian had joined his bishop in preaching against undue devotion to confessors and martyrs during the Great Persecution, and when the clergy and people of Carthage subsequently elected him bishop, opposition was fierce and led by two disappointed clergy and a woman who had been rebuked for venerating relics.  The disaffected group appealed to the bishops of Numidia who themselves were affronted at being left out of the election process.  (Apparently, for about the previous 40 years, the senior bishop of Numidia had had the right to ordain the bishop of Carthage.)  Senior bishop of Numidia, Secundus of Tigisi, and 70 other bishops declared Caecilian’s appointment invalid on the grounds that his election had been carried out in undue haste, that he had slighted the confessors and martyrs, and that the bishop who had ordained him was a Traditor - a traitor, i.e. one who had surrendered Scriptures in compliance with Diocletian’s edict.  (Evidently, not all the Numidian bishops were guiltless themselves of this.)  The disaffected group who had separated themselves made Majorinus a rival bishop, and this became a serious schism in the North African church (see Donatists - entry 314).  Both Caecilian and Felix (the alleged Traditor bishop) were vindicated at synods in Rome (313) and Arles (314) and at an imperial enquiry in Milan (316); the separatist group was condemned at all three.  Caecilian was the only African bishop at the Council of Nicea (325).
MARTYRS – The martyrs of this period (two centuries of Roman persecutions) are the basis for one of the greatest counters to the administration of Satan as the ruler of the world that history has ever known, for the huge growth and expansion of the church was sown in the blood of the martyrs.  Persecution prepared the church to evangelise the barbarians knocking at the gates of the empire waiting to be converted.  Having passed the test of crushing adversity "ten times", born again believers were now ready for the influx of barbarians into the empire.  Huns, Vandals, Goths, and Franks, flowed into the empire as the Rhine and Danube barriers were breached; Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, went to England; Celts, and Slavs, millions of peoples entered the empire to find Christ as their Saviour.  From these barbarians would come the future Gentile nations to continue the principle of the "Times of the Gentiles" (which began with Nebuchadnezzar) through to our day.  The Roman Empire and its legions in advancing its frontiers could never accomplish what born again believers did in crossing the Danube and the Rhine, the Sahara Desert, the Euphrates and the Tigris, going to the uttermost parts of the earth with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

MILTIADES – Bishop of Rome [311‑314].  Because of persecution there was more than twelve months delay before Miltiades succeeded as bishop.  He was appointed upon the edict of toleration signed by Emperor Galerius on his deathbed in 311.  Miltiades had church property restored to him by Maxentius, a rival emperor of the West.  When Constantine became sole emperor of the West he asked Miltiades to hold an enquiry into the schism in the church at Carthage, North Africa, and the synod took place in Rome in 313. He succeeded Eusebius [see 309] and was succeeded by Sylvester I [see 314].

PELAGIA [d. c.311] – She was martyred in Antioch when only aged fifteen when she threw herself into the sea from a window to preserve her chastity when her home was surrounded by soldiers during the persecution of Diocletian.

PETER OF ALEXANDRIA [d.311] – Martyr. Peter succeeded Theonas as bishop of Alexandria about 300 and administered the church from prison during the Diocletian persecution. The takeover of his duties by Melitius of Lycopolis led to the Melitian Schism. Peter was beheaded in 311.



SATAN’S STRATEGY – What Satan couldn't accomplish by introducing heresy into the church (his first attack) or persecution (his second attack), he now tries to achieve by marrying the church to the world.
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	ITEM
	DATE

	ABELONIANS – North African Sect 
	250

	ABERCIUS INSCRIPTION 
	182

	ABGAR, King of Edessa
	206

	ABRAHAM APOCALYPSE – Jewish Apocryphal Work
	130

	ADOPTIANISM – Monarchian Heresy
	200

	AFRICA – Roman Christianity
	196

	AGRIPPINUS Patriarch of Alexandria 
	167

	AGNES – Roman Christian Martyr
	304

	ALBAN – British Martyr
	303

	ALEXANDER  Primate of Jerusalem
	213

	ALEXANDER I – Bishop of Rome 
	105

	ALEXANDER OF ABONUTICHUS – Cult Leader
	170

	ALEXANDER OF LYCOPOLIS – Egyptian Writer
	275

	ALEXANDER SEVERUS – Roman Emperor
	222

	ALEXANDRIAN THEOLOGY
	230

	ALOGI – Obscure Group from Asia Minor 
	176

	ALYPIUS – Bishop of Byzantium
	166

	AMPHILOKHOS Primate of Antioch 
	262

	ANASTASIA 
	306

	ANICETUS – Bishop of Rome
	155

	ANTERUS – Bishop of Rome
	235

	ANTIOCH, COUNCIL OF 
	268

	ANTONINUS PIUS – Roman Emperor 
	138

	ANTONY OF EGYPT
	271

	ANTONIANS
	271

	APPOLINARIUS – Bishop of Heiropolis
	175

	ARISTO of Pella – Christian Apologist
	140

	ARNOBIUS the Elder 
	304

	ARTEMAS – Monarchian Heretic
	195

	ASLIPIADES Primate of Antioch 
	211

	ATHENAGORAS – Christian Apologist  from Athens
	171

	ATHENODORUS – Bishop of Byzantium 
	144

	AURELIAN Roman Emperor
	270

	BABYLAS Primate of Antioch 
	237

	BALBINUS – Roman Emperor
	238

	BAR KOKHBA REVOLT 
	135

	BARDESANES
	188

	BASILIDES
	117

	BERYLLUS of Bostra
	244

	BIBLE – Greek into Old Latin
	150

	BLANDINA
	177

	CAECILIAN – Bishop of Carthage
	311

	CAINITES – Heretical Sect 
	175

	CAIUS – Bishop of Rome
	283

	CALIXTUS I – Bishop of Rome
	217

	CARACALLA – Roman Emperor
	211

	CARINUS – Roman Emperor
	283

	CARPOCRATES
	135

	CARTHAGE, SYNOD OF
	251

	CARUS – Roman Emperor
	282

	CASTINUS – Bishop of Byzantium 
	230

	CATACOMBS
	211

	CATHERINE of Alexandria – Martyr
	310

	CELADION Patriarch of Alexandria 
	152

	CELCUS – Greek Antichristian Author
	178

	CERDO
	136

	CIRCULATION OF THE SCRIPTURES 
	98

	CLAUDIUS II – Roman Emperor
	268

	CLEMENT of Alexandria
	190

	COMMODUS – Roman Emperor
	180

	CONSTANTINE THE GREAT – Roman Emperor
	306

	CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS – Western Emperor 
	305

	CORNELIUS Primate of Antioch
	127

	CORNELIUS – Bishop of Rome
	251

	CYPRIAN – Bishop of Carthage
	251

	CYRIACUS I – Bishop of Byzantium 
	217

	CYRIL Primate of Antioch 
	277

	DECIUS – Roman Emperor
	249

	DECIUS – Persecution of Christians 
	249

	DEMETRIUS Patriarch of Alexandria 
	189

	DEMETRIUS – Bishop of Alexandria
	231

	DEMETRIUS Primate of Antioch 
	256

	DIDIUS JULIANUS – Roman Emperor
	193

	DIOCLETIAN – Roman Emperor
	284

	DIOCLETIAN, PERSECUTION OF 
	303

	DIOGENES – Bishop of Byzantium 
	114

	DIONYSIUS – Patriarch of Alexandra
	248

	DIONYSIUS OF CORINTH – Bishop of Corinth
	180

	DIONYSIUS OF PARIS – Bishop of Paris and Martyr
	250

	DIONYSIUS – Bishop of Rome
	259

	DOCETISM
	100

	DOMETIUS – Bishop of Byzantium 
	272

	DOMNUS I Primate of Antioch
	270

	DOROTHY – Cappadocian Martyr
	307

	ELAGABALUS Roman Emperor
	218

	ELEUTHERIUS Bishop of Byzantium 
	129

	ELEUTHERIUS Bishop of Rome
	175

	ELVIRA  Council of . 
	305

	EUGENIUS Bishop of Byzantium 
	237

	EUMENES Patriarch of Alexandria 
	131

	EUPHRATES Limit on Roman Empire
	123

	EUSEBIUS Bishop of Rome
	309

	EUTYCHIAN Bishop of Rome
	275

	EUZIOS Bishop of Byzantium
	148

	EVARISTUS Bishop of Rome
	100

	FABIAN Bishop of Rome
	236

	FABIUS Primate of Antioch 
	253

	FELIX Bishop of Byzantium
	136

	FELIX I Bishop of Rome
	269

	FIRMILIAN  Bishop of Caesarea
	230

	FLORIAN Roman Emperor
	275

	FRANCE [see 496]
	250

	FRUCTUOSUS Bishop of Tarragona
	259

	GALERIUS Eastern Emperor
	305

	GALLIENUS Roman Emperor
	260

	GNOSTICISM
	138

	GORDIAN I Roman Emperor
	238

	GORDIAN II Roman Emperor
	238

	GORDIAN III Roman Emperor
	238

	GREGORY the Illuminator
	300

	GREGORY T  Bishop of Neo Caesarea
	270

	HADRIAN Roman Emperor
	117

	HEGESIPPUS  Second century church historian. 
	167

	HERACLAS  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	232

	HERMON Primate of Jerusalem
	300

	HEROS I Primate of Antioch
	100

	HEROS II Primate of Antioch
	154

	HIERAPOLIS
	98

	HIPPOLYTUS  Presbyter and Teacher
	217

	HYGINUS Bishop of Rome
	138

	IGNATIUS Bishop of Antioch
	98

	IMENAIOS Primate of Jerusalem 
	260

	INDIA [see also 1320] 
	250

	IRENAEUS Bishop of Lyons
	177

	JERUSALEM PRIMATES [99-213]
	99

	JULIAN Patriarch of Alexandria 
	178

	JULIUS AFRICANUS S  Christian Scholar
	240

	JUSTIN MARTYR
	138

	JUSTUS Patriarch of Alexandria 
	118

	LAPSED CONTROVERSY
	251

	LAURENCE Bishop of Byzantium
	154

	LAURENCE Martyr
	258

	LICINIUS Joint Emperor West
	308

	LUCIUS I Bishop of Rome
	253

	MACRINUS  Roman Emperor
	217

	MADAURAN MARTYRS  African Martyrs
	180

	MALCHION OF ANTIOCH  Teacher of Rhetoric
	269

	MANICHAEISM
	240

	MARCELLINUS  Bishop of Rome
	296

	MARCELLUS I  Bishop of Rome
	308

	MARCION
	138

	MARCUS AURELIUS  Roman Emperor
	161

	MARK I  Bishop of Byzantium
	198

	MARK II Patriarch of Alexandria 
	142

	MARTYRDOM in France
	177

	MARTYRS
	311

	MAURICE  Roman Army Martyr
	286

	MAXENTIUS  Rival Emperor West
	306

	MAXIMIAN  Rival Emperor West
	306

	MAXIMILLA  Ecstatic Prophetess of Phrygia
	179

	MAXIMINUS DAIA  Joint Emperor East
	308

	MAXIMINUS THRAX  Roman Emperor
	235

	MAXIMUS Patriarch of Alexandria 
	265

	MAXIMUS I Primate of Antioch
	182

	MAZABANIS Primate of Jerusalem
	251

	MELITO  Bishop of Sardis
	175

	METROPHANES I  Bishop of Byzantium
	306

	MILTIADES  Bishop of Rome
	311

	MODALISM – Monarchian Heresy
	200

	MONARCHIASM
	200

	MONTANUS
	172

	NOVATION 
	251

	NUMERIAN Roman Emperor
	283

	OLYMPIANUS Bishop of Byzantium
	187

	ORIGEN
	225

	PAMPHILUS 
	310

	PANTAENUS
	180

	PANTALEON  Martyr and Physician
	305

	PAPIAS Bishop of Hierapolis
	98

	PASSOVER DISAGREEMENT 
	155

	PAUL OF SAMOSATA
	268

	PELAGIA  Martyr
	311

	PERPETUA  Young Carthaginian Martyr
	203

	PERTINAX Bishop of Byzantium
	169

	PERTINAX Roman Emperor
	193

	PETER I  Patriarch of Alexandria 
	300

	PETER of Alexandria  Martyr
	311

	PHILADELPHUS Bishop of Byzantium
	211

	PHILEAS of Thmuis  Martyr & Lower Egypt Bishop
	306

	PHILETUS Primate of Antioch 
	220

	PHILIP THE ARABIAN Roman Emperor
	244

	PIONIUS Martyr. Elder of the Church of Smyrna
	250

	PIUS I Bishop of Rome
	140

	PLINY the Younger
	110

	POLYCARP Bishop of Smyrna
	98 

	POLYCARPUS II Bishop of Byzantium
	141

	PONTIAN Bishop of Rome 
	230

	POTHINUS Bishop of Lyons
	177

	PRIMUS Patriarch of Alexandria 
	106

	PROBUS Bishop of Byzantium
	293

	PROBUS Roman Emperor
	276

	PUPIENUS Roman Emperor
	238

	QUADRATUS
	124

	REBAPTISM CONTROVERSY
	254

	ROMAN CITIZENSHIP
	212

	RUFINUS I Bishop of Byzantium
	284

	SAMSON OF ARBIL – Martyr 
	123

	SATURNINUS
	117

	SCILLITAN MARTYRS
	185

	SEDECION  Bishop of Byzantium
	105

	SEPTIMUS  SEVERUS Roman Emperor 
	193

	SEPTIMUS  SEVERUS Persecutions of
	193

	SERAPION Primate of Antioch 
	191

	SEVERINUS  Monk “Apostle to Austria” 
	482

	SEVERUS  Rival Emperor West
	306

	SIXTUS I  Bishop of Rome
	115

	SIXTUS II  Bishop of Rome
	257

	SOTER  Bishop of Rome
	167

	SPAIN [see also 1479]
	300

	STEPHEN I  Bishop of Rome
	254

	TACITUS Roman Emperor
	275

	TELESPHORUS Bishop of Rome 
	125

	TERTULLIAN
	200

	THEONAS Patriarch of Alexandria 
	282

	THEOPHILUS Primate of Antioch 
	169

	THOMAS in India 
	100

	TIMAEUS Primate of Antioch
	273

	TITUS Bishop of Byzantium
	242

	TRAJAN Roman Emperor
	98

	TREBONIANUS GALLUS Roman Emperor
	251

	TYRANNION Primate of Antioch 
	299

	URBAN I Bishop of Rome
	222

	VALENTINUS
	136

	VALERIAN Roman Emperor
	253

	VICTOR I Bishop of Rome
	189

	VICTORINUS Bishop of Pettau
	303

	VITALIUS I Primate of Antioch
	308

	VITUS  Martyr 
	303

	ZAMBIDAS Primate of Jerusalem 
	298

	ZENOBIUS Primate of Antioch 
	231

	ZEPHYRINUS Bishop of Rome
	199
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