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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!
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INTRODUCTION

As part of the project of compiling a “Chronology of the Church” which is to complement the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia’s Church History curriculum a series of books on different subjects is also being provided.

The Chronology of the Church dating from 32 AD follows the chronological sequence as outlined in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 with the seven churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea each representing predominant church types in succeeding periods of Church History. It should be noted however that churches with all of the characteristics have existed throughout the church age.

The sections covered by the seven churches are

Ephesus
The Early Church 

32-96 

Smyrna
The Persecuted Church 
96-311

Pergamos 
The State and Church 
312-590

Thyatira
The Universal Church

590-1510

Sardis 

The Reformed Church
1511-1750

Philadelphia 
The Missionary Church 
1750 -1910

Laodicea 
The Apostate Church 

1910 onwards 

[For a detailed study of Revelation 2&3 please see EBCWA Book on Revelation]

This book is one of a number which the is expecting to publish to assist with understanding the roles certain groups have played in the history of the Church over the last two thousand years.

The outlines are just that. It is not a comprehensive evaluation of the groups as that would be such a vast project as to be impossible to provide. It is however a structure giving the reader a mini biography of people who have contributed to the history of the church in a positive or negative manner as far as Biblical standards are required and allows for the interested student to expand their studies to their own requirement. 

Some of the other characters associated historically with these individuals can be viewed by referring back to the Chronology of the Church and of course there is vast array of information available elsewhere.

We cannot know for sure whether individuals mentioned in these brief biographies are Christians or not, that is for the Lord to judge. However we are told to evaluate others lives by the fruits which they produce and many prominent leaders do not demonstrate fruit that would encourage the concept that they have a personal relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ,
In some books the number involved are known and therefore the list of people is comprehensive whilst their biographies are not. Books in this category include those on the Bishops and Popes of Rome, the Roman Emperors and the Archbishops of Canterbury. Others groups such as missionaries, martyrs and Christian social reformers are obviously not comprehensive.
The use of the word “Saint” as used by various religious groups have not been included in the text.
It should be noted that the title Pope was not used until the 7th century with bishop of Rome predating that title being used.
BISHOPS OF ROME IN THE FIRST CENTURY
LINUS  Bishop of Rome [67‑76 ].  It wasn’t until the end of the second century that lists of bishops began to be made. Irenaeus, one of the church fathers, lists Linus as the first bishop of Rome and that he was the Linus mentioned by Paul in his last letter to Timothy (2 Timothy 4:21). According to tradition it was Linus who ruled that all women in the church must have their heads covered when they enter a church.

CLETUS  Bishop of Rome [76‑91ad].  Variously known in tradition as Anacletus or Anencletus. Eusebius, using a list drawn up at the end of the second century, records that the first bishop Linus transferred the office to Anencletus.  Cletus is thought to have been martyred during the persecution of Domitian.

CLEMENT I  Bishop of Rome [91‑100]; the apostolic father to whom the church looked for spiritual leadership with the death of the last apostle in the year 98.  The early church fathers said that he was the Clement of Philippians 4:3. Clement wrote a letter to the Corinthians (held in the British Museum today) about a schism that had erupted in the church when young members deposed older men from the ministry.  The letter opposed this removal from office, and discussed the conferring of offices for the ministry, asserting that it was established by the apostles and therefore the will of God.  Clement may have been exiled to the Crimea; he was martyred in the year 100 during the reign of Trajan.
BISHOPS OF ROME IN THE SECOND CENTURY
EVARISTUS  Bishop of Rome [100‑105].  His father was a Jew, originally from Bethlehem; Evaristus was also of Greek origin and born in Antioch.  Eusebius records him fourth bishop of Rome, following after Clement. 
ALEXANDER I  Bishop of Rome [105‑115]. He was beheaded in Rome during the persecution of Trajan, and two deacons were also martyred. His jailer, Quirinus, and his daughter are said to have been converted by Alexander and consequently martyred. Alexander is credited with the introduction of ‘holy water’, and initiating the custom of houses being blessed by water with salt added. Some say the custom of dipping the fingers in holy water before entering a church derives from the Jewish custom of ritual cleansing from the Mosaic Law.  But according to noted commentator Alfred Barnes, “It was derived from the pagan custom of placing a vessel with consecrated water at the entrance of their temples.” In regard to the pagan use of holy water it is of interest that the first vending machine was for holy water, invented around 62 by Heron of Alexandria, inventor and master of geometry. When a coin was placed in the machine it struck a lever causing a valve to open, which allowed a certain amount of ‘holy water’ to flow out.
SIXTUS I  Bishop of Rome [115‑125]. Tradition ascribes to Sixtus I the declaring of certain vessels as holy and ruling that only the clergy could handle them and that bishops who have been summoned to Rome shall, upon their return, not be received by their diocese except on presenting Apostolic letters indicating at that time the desire for domination by the Bishop of Rome.
TELESPHORUS  Bishop of Rome [125‑138].  Telesphorus was Greek; he was martyred during the reign of Hadrian. Tradition ascribes some rituals in relation to festal seasons but they are unsubstantiated
HYGINUS  Bishop of Rome [138‑140] during whose reign the Gnostics who denied that Jesus was the Son of God came into prominence.  Cerdo, Valentinus, and Marcion came to Rome with their false teaching, and it was branded heresy, but there were many lead astray by these Gnostics who claimed to have inside information about all things spiritual, apart from the inspired writings.

PIUS I  Bishop of Rome [140‑154] continued the battle with the influence of the Gnostics. That heretics Valentinus, Cerdon and Marcion all visited Rome at the same time shows the importance of the Roman See during the 2nd century. In 144 Marcion the Gnostic was excommunicated by Rome.
ANICETUS  Bishop of Rome [155‑166]. He continued to work in combating the influence that the Gnostics Valentinus and Marcion had had, and also to prevent such heresies creeping into the church.  During his rule argument between the Eastern and Western churches arose as to the correct date for the one-day celebration of the Christian Passover, which (sadly) we call Easter.
SOTER  Bishop of Rome [167‑175].  During his rule the Montanists appeared on the scene, and Soter attacked their teaching, which was later pronounced heresy. It was stated that he declared that marriage was valid only as a sacrament blessed by a priest, and that formally inaugurated Easter as an annual festival in Rome.
ELEUTHERIUS  Bishop of Rome [175‑189]. A Greek who had been a deacon under the two previous bishops was confronted by the Montanists because of his ruling that food that was fit for human consumption was not to be despised by Christians.
VICTOR I  Bishop of Rome [189‑199], born in Africa of Latin origin. Some scholars believe that the official language of the church at Rome changed from Greek to Latin at this time. A heresy regarding the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit arose during Victor’s time as bishop, and according to Eusebius, Victor excommunicated a tanner called Theodotus over this issue. When Tertullian wrote against this false teaching he coined the name ‘Monarchians’ for those who taught the heresy and the word ‘Trinity’ for the true doctrine. The continuing debate over the timing of the Paschal celebration (Easter) became heated while Victor was bishop. He ordered all Christians to celebrate it on the Sunday after 14 Nisan.  The East chose not to comply.  Victor threatened excommunication, and Polycrates bishop of Ephesus held a council in the East about the question but when the bishops assembled they reaffirmed their independent view.  Victor carried out his threat and excommunicated the Eastern bishops, but this had little effect since other churches chose to continue communing with those from whom Victor had withdrawn.  Irenaeus of Lyons, although disagreeing with the East, wrote negotiating letters to Victor and he relented.  The East used 14 Nisan when “Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us”. The West used the Sunday after 14 Nisan, the day of the resurrection.  Victor succeeded Eleutherius [see 175] and was succeeded by Zephyrinus [see 199].

BISHOPS OF ROME IN THE THIRD CENTURY
ZEPHYRINUS  Bishop of Rome [199‑217] who was involved in a great deal of conflict in the church to do with Monarchianism (heresy regarding the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). A breakaway group which taught this heresy was led by two disciples of the excommunicated Theodotus the tanner. One of the disciples, a money changer whose name was Theodotus also, was excommunicated by Zephyrinus for the part he played, in that he paid a substantial salary to Natalius to be bishop of the breakaway group. (Later, Natalius very repentant was readmitted into the church.) Hippolytus, a presbyter and teacher in the church of Rome, vigorously opposed the spread of Monarchianism, and severely criticised Zephyrinus for not taking a strong enough stand against the heresy. Zephyrinus is honoured as a martyr by tradition but there is no mention of this in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs or by Eusebius who simply remarks that “Zephyrinus, the bishop of Rome, departed this life after having charge of the church eighteen years. 
CALIXTUS I  Bishop of Rome [217‑222].  As senior deacon, Calixtus had been in charge of the clergy and the catacombs, and was preferred over Hippolytus by the church in Rome to succeed Zephyrinus.  According to Hippolytus, Calixtus was a slave who had been deported to Sardinia for fraud, but released at the request of Marcia, a Christian and chosen mistress of Commodus. Controversy and criticism filled the five years that Calixtus was bishop; most of the criticism coming from Hippolytus and Tertullian. Both were astounded at the policy of Calixtus, which they considered lax toward erring clergy and laity, and allowed grievous sinners who were repentant to return to the fellowship. Repentant adulterers and fornicators, repentant excommunicants, repentant apostates, all were allowed to return. 
Widowed clergy and bishops were allowed to remarry and remain in office. Second baptism was also permitted, and since most Christians in this day believed that baptism cancelled previous sins but serious lapses after could not be forgiven by the church, this too was unacceptable to his antagonists. Calixtus believed that no sin was unforgivable and he quoted Romans 14:4, and Matthew 13:29-30. Marriage between social classes was permitted, and the bridge of class distinction that was most offensive during this day was noblewomen marrying freed slaves, but according to Calixtus these were barriers that could not be defended by the church. Another earlier accusation was that he favoured the Modalistic heresy, but Calixtus was the bishop who condemned the teaching of Sabellius who had developed this form of the Monarchian heresy and excommunicated him 

URBAN I  Bishop of Rome [222‑230].  Urban was bishop during a period of relative calm both within and without the church.  For the short duration of the reigns of Macrinus, Elagabalus, and Alexander, the Christians were left in peace for a period of eighteen years. According to tradition it was while Urban was bishop of Rome that silver became the material for sacred vessels rather than glass which had been favoured by the early church.

PONTIAN – Bishop of Rome [230‑235]. When Emperor Alexander was assassinated in 235, his successor Maximinus decreed that all church leaders be sent to the mines of Sardinia. Both Pontian and his rival Hippolytus were condemned to the mines. They were reconciled, and Hippolytus exhorted his followers back in Rome to be reconciled with their brethren, and so the schism ended. Both had resigned when exiled to make way for a successor Anterus who became the next bishop of Rome. Both died martyrs in Sardinia; Pontian was beaten to death, and Hippolytus was tied to a horse and dragged over the countryside to his death. Both their bodies were brought home by the church for burial. The date of Pontian’s resignation, September 28, 235 was found in 1909 on his inscription in the catacomb of St. Calixtus and is the first specific date in the history of bishops and popes of Rome. It was Pontian who summoned the synod in Rome which condemned the teachings of Origen.
ANTERUS – Bishop of Rome [235‑236].  When Pontian resigned upon being exiled to the mines of Sardinia, Anterus was elected as his successor, but died forty days later; whether as a martyr is not known. During his short time as bishop however, he ordered that the acts of the martyrs be compiled and stored in church archives.

FABIAN – Bishop of Rome [236‑250]. According to Eusebius, Fabian’s appointment was a remarkable one since he had previously not been considered as a candidate. He had arrived from the country for the ordination of the successor to Anterus for which there were many eminent candidates, but when a dove alighted on Fabian’s head during the convocation it was considered a sign from God, and he was elected unanimously. As bishop, Fabian appointed clerks to register the deeds of the martyrs. He divided Rome into seven ecclesiastical districts and assigned seven deacons to their administration over which he ruled as bishop which was a further move toward a structured hierarchy within the church. [Ignatius first wrote of a three-tiered hierarchy i.e. one bishop, with several elders and deacons when he was bishop of Antioch [98-117].  In the New Testament church structure, elder, pastor and bishop are interchangeable terms used for the same office.)  Fabian had a few years of relative peace during his time as bishop until Decius became emperor. He was the first to be martyred in the Decius persecution, and there was no bishop in Rome for sixteen months.

CORNELIUS  Bishop of Rome [251‑253]. Due to the intense persecution of Decius it was over a year before Cornelius was elected as the successor to Fabian. Under Emperor Gallus, Cornelius was exiled to the town called Trajan’s Port on a stretch of coastline called Centumcellae and was eventually martyred there. The port was the main ferry link with the island of Sardinia where many church leaders were exiled to die in the mines. (Trajan’s Port is preserved in modern Civitavecchia, Italy.) During the time Cornelius was bishop many of those who under pressure had denied being Christians (apostatised) were now seeking to return to the fellowship and this caused much division in the church across the empire. Cornelius restored repentant apostates to the church in Rome, something which was totally unacceptable to Novation, who had departed from the church with his followers over this issue and had been made rival bishop by the separatist group.  Correspondence was exchanged between Cornelius and Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, over this schism, and Cyprian wrote his famous "De Unitate Catholicae Ecclsiae", The Unity of the Catholic/Universal Church.

LUCIUS  Bishop of Rome [253‑254] who continued to receive repentant apostates into the church during his short reign.  Lucius was sent to Centumcellae during the persecution which continued under Trebonianus Gallus, but was allowed to return under Valerian (before he too turned against the Christians), but the bishop died shortly after.

STEPHEN I  Bishop of Rome [254‑257]. He was bishop during a time of great turbulence within the church to do with the return of apostates to the fellowship, and a re-baptism controversy. Stephen had several confrontations with Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, and was the first bishop of Rome to use his reputation as successor to the Apostle Peter in order to claim authority over other bishops. 
In 254 when two Spanish congregations dismissed and replaced their two bishops who had apostatised during the persecution, the dismissed bishops appealed to Stephen and he reinstated them. Then the Spanish church appealed to Cyprian for help.  Cyprian, who had taken a much firmer stance against clergy who apostatised, convened a synod of African bishops to decide the case, which ruled that congregations not only had the right but the duty to separate themselves from bishops who apostatised.  In another case, bishops in Gaul appealed to Stephen for support when they denounced a colleague, the bishop of Arles, for his hardline stance against his congregation (he would not readmit repentant apostates under any conditions). Stephen refused to give support in this case even though he had reinstated the two apostate bishops of Spain. Cyprian however wrote letters in support of the bishops of Gaul. His view was that while severe church discipline would apply for apostatising, no one would be totally excluded from the church. Not long after this another matter became contentious between the two.

SIXTUS II  Bishop of Rome [257‑258] who inherited the problem over re-baptism. Although agreeing with Stephen his predecessor, Sixtus was tolerant of the re-baptism policy of the churches of Africa and Asia Minor, and sent an envoy to Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, and thus restored relations. In the year Sixtus became bishop, Emperor Valerian posted his first decree against the Christians and then his second and more severe in 258. Sixtus and his deacons were beheaded in the catacomb where Sixtus had gathered his congregation for services for protection.

DIONYSIUS  Bishop of Rome [259‑268]. Dionysius had to wait until Valerian was away fighting the Persians before he could be elected. With the capture of Valerian there was peace for the church under his son, Emperor Gallienus. At this time, another Dionysius (called the great) who was bishop of Alexandria was suspected of teaching Sabellianism which was a heresy regarding the Trinity. Dionysius, bishop of Rome wrote two letters: one to the church in Alexandria refuting Sabellianism, and one to his counterpart inviting him to explain his position on the matter, and the letter he received back on the doctrine of the Godhead was to the satisfaction of all. Both bishops gave their support to councils held in Antioch which condemned Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch who preached that Jesus was a mere man and not God.

FELIX I  Bishop of Rome [269‑274]. Prior to Felix becoming bishop of Rome, Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch had been deposed in 268 but refused to hand over church property. In 272, Emperor Aurelian ordered Paul to relinquish it, and Felix plus the other bishops of Italy were charged with the oversight of its return to the rightful owners which was the church in Antioch.
EUTYCHIAN  Bishop of Rome [275‑283] who succeeded Felix, and ruled over a peaceful church. He was buried in the Catacomb of Calixtus where fragments of his original Greek epitaph were discovered

CAIUS  Bishop of Rome [283‑296] decreed that before a person could become a bishop they should have worked their way up through the system.  His epitaph, found in the Catacomb of Calixtus, stated that Caius had for the last eight years carried out his duties as bishop in the catacomb.

MARCELLINUS  Bishop of Rome [296‑304] initially presided over a peaceful church. He introduced the practice of making prayers for the dead, and making the sign of the cross. According to tradition he was martyred during the Diocletian persecution, his decapitated head remaining in public view on the streets of Rome for 26 days to frighten the Christian community.

BISHOPS OF ROME IN THE FOURTH CENTURY
MARCELLUS I  Bishop of Rome [308-309]. Because of the horrors under Diocletian’s rule, the church in Rome was without an elected bishop for almost four years. Marcellus found the church in disarray, with divisions continuing over apostates wishing to rejoin the church. When he attempted to enforce church discipline before re-admittance would be allowed it caused a furore, and led to rioting. Maxentius, one of the rival emperors of the West, stepped in and sent Marcellus into exile, where he died.
EUSEBIUS  Bishop of Rome [309‑310] for only four months. Inheriting the problem Marcellus had had, Eusebius readmitted repentant apostates into the church but only after compliance with church discipline.  Those opposed to him appointed an alternative bishop, and there was another violent dispute. Emperor Maxentius again stepped in and sent both into exile. Eusebius was sent to Sicily where he died almost immediately.
MILTIADES  bishop of Rome [311‑314]. Because of persecution there was more than twelve months delay before Miltiades succeeded as bishop. He was appointed upon the edict of toleration signed by Emperor Galerius on his deathbed in 311. Miltiades had church property restored to him by Maxentius, a rival emperor of the West. When Constantine became sole emperor of the West he asked Miltiades to hold an enquiry into the schism in the church at Carthage, North Africa; the synod took place in Rome in 313.
SYLVESTER I  Bishop of Rome [314‑335]. During his time as bishop, the Arian Controversy arose in which Arius denied the deity of Christ, and Emperor Constantine called upon bishops to settle the issue at a council in Nicea near his capital Nicomedia. This was the first ecumenical council, held in 325, but the aged Sylvester did not attend; he delegated two presbyters in his stead. Later, in the 8th century, Sylvester's name will be used on a forged document called the 'Donation of Constantine', which alleged that Constantine had granted to Sylvester both spiritual and temporal dominion over Rome and the West. The document had substantial influence for centuries until Lorenzo Valla in 1440 proved it to be a forgery. One of the proofs of it being a forgery was terminology in the document that wasn't actually in use at the time it was purported to have been written; for example it refers to the papal crown, and Sylvester was called bishop of Rome, not pope. The title of pope as universal bishop was given to Boniface III in 607. Sylvester is said to have introduced the tradition of the use of wax candles into the church.
MARK  Bishop of Rome for less than a year. He is credited with having given the bishops of Ostia the right to ordain new bishops of Rome. The Romans considered Ostia their first colony and was originally at the mouth of the Tiber but now the ancient ruin of Ostia Antica is 6 Kilometres upstream.
JULIUS I  Bishop of Rome [337‑352]. In 341 Julius presided over a synod in Rome regarding the Arian Controversy, the outcome of which supported the Nicene position of Athanasius.  Julius then wrote letters to the eastern bishops in support of the banished bishops, Athanasius of Alexandria and Marcellus of Ancyra, but to no avail. Marcellus had supported the Nicene homoousios clause although scholars say he actually held an extreme view; i.e. the Word of God became The Son only at the Incarnation.
LIBERIUS  Bishop of Rome [352‑366] during whose time the emperors constantly meddled in church affairs mainly in the area of Arianism. In 355 Liberius refused to sign 'The Condemnation of Athanasius' and was exiled to Thrace by Constantius with the emperor installing Felix his own Arian nominee as bishop of Rome.  In 357 Liberius was summoned to Sirmium, submitted to the authority of Constantius and signed an Arian creed and agreed to sever relations with Athanasius. He was then allowed to return to Rome as bishop whereupon Felix fled, and although Constantius decreed that they should co-rule it was disregarded. After the death of Constantius in 361 the Arian faction declined in the West. In 366 Liberius received into communion representatives from the Eastern church fleeing from Valens the pro Arian emperor.
DAMASUS I  Bishop of Rome [366‑384]. Arians still troubled the church with Macedonians preaching that the Holy Spirit was not divine and Appollinaris teaching that Christ did not have a human soul.  Damasus decreed that the bishop of Rome was supreme placing Alexandria second and Antioch third. He took for himself the title of Pontifex Maximus. It was a pagan priest title which had been taken by the Roman Caesars BC, and now in 378 by the bishop of Rome.  In 382 he commissioned Jerome, who was his private secretary, to revise the Latin translation of the Bible. Damasus also encouraged devotion to martyrs, veneration of images, dead saints, and angels. He succeeded Liberius [see 352] and was succeeded by Siricius [see 384].

SIRICIUS  Bishop of Rome [384‑399] was troubled by the monk Jovian who taught that the strict life was of little avail and encouraged the church to forget its sober ways. He and his followers were excommunicated by Siricius. He introduced the Mass as a daily celebration. Siricius was the first bishop of Rome to write letters and issue them as decrees thus revealing an elevated opinion of his position. 
In 385 he issued a decretal letter which disallowed married life to bishops, presbyters, and deacons. This was in answer to an enquiry from the Spanish Church, which had itself since the Synod of Elvira which was held around 305 required their clergy to lead celibate lives.
ANASTASIUS I Bishop of Rome [399‑401] had to deliberate between Jerome and Origen supporting Jerome. He was also a great friend of Augustine and issued several decrees regarding the behaviour of priests. Jerome speaks of him as a man of great holiness who was rich in his poverty.
BISHOPS OF ROME IN THE FIFTH CENTURY
INNOCENT I  Bishop of Rome [401‑417] He was according to his contemporary Jerome the son of  Anastasius I [see 399] , whom he was called by the unanimous voice of the clergy and laity to succeed having been born before his father's entry to the priesthood. Innocent I lost no opportunity of maintaining and extending the authority of the Roman see as the ultimate resort for the settlement of all disputes. We still have his communications with Victricius of Rouen, Exuperius of Toulouse, Alexander of Antioch and others. In addition his actions on the appeal made to him by John Chrysostom against Theophilus of Alexandria show that opportunities of the kind were numerous and varied. He took a decided view on the Pelagian controversy, confirming the decisions of the synod of the province of proconsular Africa, held in Carthage in 416 which had been sent to him. Also in 416 he wrote in a similar sense to the fathers of the Numidian synod of Mileve who, Augustine being one of their number, had addressed him. Among Innocent I's letters is one to Jerome and another to John II, Bishop of Jerusalem, regarding annoyances to which the former had been subjected by the Pelagians at Bethlehem. He also first listed prohibited books for the Index. He died on 12 March 417. He was succeeded by Zosimus [see 417] 

ZOSIMUS  Bishop of Rome [417‑418] He took a decisive part in the protracted dispute over the jurisdiction of the see of Arles over that of Vienne, favouring the former. His fractious temper coloured all the controversies in which he took part. His consecration took place on March 18, 417 and was attended by Patroclus, Bishop of Arles, who had been raised to that see in place of Bishop Heros of Arles who had been forcibly and unjustly removed by the imperial general Constantine. Patroclus gained the confidence of the new pope at once; as early as 22 March he received a papal letter which made him a kind of papal vicar for the whole of Gaul as no Gallic ecclesiastic was permitted to journey to Rome without bringing with him a certificate of identity from Patroclus. Not long after the election of Zosimus the proponent of Pelagianism, Caelestius, who had been condemned by the preceding pope, Innocent I, came to Rome to justify himself before the new pope, having been expelled from Constantinople. In the summer of 417. Shortly after this Zosimus became involved in a dispute with the African bishops in regard to the right of appeal to the Roman See clerics who had been condemned by their bishops. When the priest Apiarius of Sicca had been excommunicated by his bishop on account of his crimes, he appealed directly to Zosimus without regard to the regular course of appeal in Africa. Zosimus at once accepted the appeal, and sent legates with letters to Africa to investigate the matter. Besides the writings of Zosimus there exists other letters to the bishops of the Byzantine province in Africa, in regard to a deposed bishop, and to the bishops of Gaul and Spain in respect to Priscillianism and ordination to the different grades of the clergy. He also issued a decree forbidding clerics to visit taverns.
BONIFACE I  Bishop of Rome [418‑422] He succeeded Zosimus [see 417]. He was a contemporary of Saint Augustine of Hippo, who dedicated to him some of his works. On the death of Pope Zosimus, two parties were put forward as candidate for Pope, one was Boniface, the other Eulalius. The emperor Honorius [see 395] was asked to intervene, and he sent an edict instructing both men to leave Rome. The following Easter, Eulalius returned to the city to perform baptisms and celebrate the feast. When the emperor heard of this Eulalius was stripped of his rank and banished from Rome and on December 28, 418 Boniface became pope. Boniface continued the opposition to Pelagianism and persuaded Emperor Theodosius II [see 408] to return Illyricum to Western jurisdiction. He also defended the rights of the Holy See.
CELESTINE I  Bishop of Rome[422‑432]  Soon after his accession he was in controversy with the African bishops. He opposed heresy and inn 425 the Emperor expelled heretics from Rome. He sent Germanus of Auxere to England in 429 to counter Pelagianism [see 409] and closed Novatiniast [see 249] churches in Rome. In 430 he empowered Cyril of Alexandria [see 444] to execute a ten day ultimatum to Nestorius. 
He approved of the decisions of the Council of Ephesus where Mary was first called Mother of God even though he was not represented.
SIXTUS III  Bishop of Rome[432‑440] whose name of Sixtus is often connected with a great building boom in Rome: Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill was dedicated during his pontificate and he built Santa Maria Maggiore, whose dedication to Mary the Mother of God reflected his acceptance of the Ecumenical council of Ephesus which closed in 431. At that council the debate over Christ's human and divine natures turned on whether Mary could legitimately be called the "Mother of God" or only "Mother of Christ". The council gave her the Greek title Theotokos (literally "God-bearer", or "Mother of God"), and the dedication of the large church in Rome is a response to that. Prior to being made pope Sixtus was a patron of Pelagius [see 409] , who was later condemned as a heretic. One of his main concerns was in restoring peace between Cyril of Alexandria [see] and the Syrians. He also maintained the rights of the pope over Illyria and the position of the archbishop of Thessalonica as head of the Illyrian church.
LEO I  Bishop of Rome [440‑461]  He was an Italian aristocrat, and is the earliest bishop of the Roman Catholic Church to have received the title "the Great". He is perhaps best known for having met Attila the Hun outside Rome in 452, persuading him to turn back from his invasion of Western Europe. He was chosen by the emperor to settle the dispute between Aëtius and Albinus, the two highest officials in Gaul. During his absence on this mission, Sixtus III died and Leo was unanimously elected by the people to succeed him. An uncompromising foe of heresy, Leo found that in the diocese of Aquileia, Pelagians were received into church communion without formal repudiation of their errors; he wrote to rebuke them, making accusations of culpable negligence, and required a solemn abjuration before a synod. Manicheans fleeing before the Vandals had come to Rome in 439 had secretly organized there; Leo learned of this around 443, and proceeded against them by holding a public debate with their representatives, burning their books, and warning the Roman Christians against them. His efforts led to the edict of Valentinian III against them in 445. Nor was his attitude less decided against the Priscillianists. Bishop Turrubius of Astorga, astonished at the spread of this sect in Spain, had addressed the other Spanish bishops on the subject, sending a copy of his letter to Leo, who took the opportunity to exercise Roman policy in Spain. 

In 445, Leo disputed with Pope Dioscorus, Cyril's successor as Bishop of Alexandria insisting that their practice should follow that of Rome since their founder Mark was the disciple of Peter. This, of course, was not the position of the Copts, who saw the ancient patriarchates as equals. In a letter to the bishops of Campania, Picenum, and Tuscany (443) he required the observance of all his precepts and those of his predecessors; and he sharply rebuked the bishops of Sicily (447) for their deviation from the Roman custom as to the time of baptism, requiring them to send delegates to the Roman synod to learn the proper practice. Leo wrote: "The care of the universal Church should converge towards Peter's one seat, and nothing anywhere should be separated from its Head. Not without serious opposition did he succeed in asserting his authority over Gaul. Feeling that his dominant idea of the Roman universal monarchy was threatened, Leo appealed to the civil power for support, and obtained from Valentinian III the famous decree of June 6, 445, which recognized the primacy of the bishop of Rome based on the merits of Peter, the dignity of the city, and the Nicene Creed and provided for the forcible extradition by provincial governors of anyone who refused to answer a summons to Rome. 
In 451 at the Council of Chalcedon, after Leo's Tome on the two natures of Christ was read out, the bishops participating in the Council cried out: "This is the faith of the fathers  Peter has spoken thus through Leo. At the Second Council of Ephesus, Leo's representatives delivered his famous Tome  in the form of a letter addressed to Flavian, which repeats the formulas of western Christology. The council paid no attention to the protests of Leo's legates, but deposed Flavian and Eusebius, who appealed to Rome. With the death of Theodosius II in 450 and the sudden change in the Eastern situation, Anatolius, the new patriarch of Constantinople fulfilled Leo's requirements, and his “Tome” was everywhere read and recognized.
The approaching collapse of the Western Empire gave Leo a further opportunity to appear as the representative of lawful authority. When Attila invaded Italy in 452 and threatened Rome, it was Leo who, with two high civil functionaries, went to meet him, and effected his withdrawal. However pragmatic concerns such as the large sum of gold that accompanied Leo, or logistical and strategic concerns, may have been the true reason for Attila's mercy. Attila's army was already quite stretched and full from booty from plunder, the Pope's plea for mercy may well have merely served as an honourable reason to not continuing on and sacking the Roman capitol. Unfortunately Leo's intercession could not prevent the sack of the city by the Vandals in 455, but murder and arson were repressed by his influence. He died probably in 461.

HILIARY  Bishop of Rome [461‑468] As archdeacon under Leo I he fought vigorously for the rights of the Roman See. He continued the policy of his predecessor continuing to strengthen papal control over Episcopal discipline. A synod was to be convened yearly by the Bishop of Arles but all important matters were to be submitted to Rome and church property could not be sold until a synod had examined into the cause of sale. He upheld the primacy of the See of Arles and warned a number of bishops to keep in line At the same time that the bishops were admonished not to overstep their boundaries, they were told to assemble in a yearly synod presided over by the Bishop of Arles. 
He also gave decisions to the churches of Hispania, which tended to operate outside the papal orbit in the 5th century. Silvanus, Bishop of Calahorra, had violated the church laws by his episcopal ordinations, and the pope was asked for his decision. Before an answer came to their petition, the same bishops had recourse to the Holy See for an entirely different matter. Before his death Nundinarius, Bishop of Barcelona, expressed a wish that Irenaeus might be chosen his successor, and he had himself made Irenaeus bishop of another see. The request was granted, a Synod of Tarragona confirming the nomination of Irenaeus, after which the bishops sought Rome’s approval. The Roman synod of 19 November 465, held in the basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore, which settled the matters, is the oldest Roman synod whose original records have survived. In Rome Hilarus worked zealously to counter the new emperor's edict of toleration for schismatic sects (467), inspired, according to a letter of Bishop Gelasius by a favourite of Emperor Anthemius named Philotheus, who promoted the Macedonian heresy.  He succeeded Leo I [see 440] and was succeeded by Simplicius [see 468]

SIMPLICIUS  Bishop of Rome [468‑483] defended the action of the Council of Chalcedon against the Eutychian heresy and its confirmation of the equality to the Bishop of Rome of the eastern patriarchs) He laboured to help the people of Italy against the marauding raids of barbarian invaders, and saw the Heruli mercenaries revolt and proclaim Odovacar king of Italy in 476, having deposed Romulus Augustus, the last Western Roman Emperor. Odovacar made few changes in the administration in Rome and worked to maintain the authority of Rome in the West.
FELIX III  Bishop of Rome [483‑492] He was born into a Roman senatorial family and said to have been a great-great-grandfather of Gregory the Great . Nothing certain is known of Felix until he became Bishop of Rome His first act was to repudiate the Henoticon, a deed of union originating with Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople and published by Emperor Zeno with the view of reducing the strife between the Miaphysite Christians and Chalcedonian Christians. In his first synod, Felix excommunicated Peter the Fuller who had assumed the See of Antioch against Papal wishes. In 484, Felix also excommunicated Peter Mongus, who had taken the See of Alexandria. This was an act which brought about a schism between East and West that was not healed until 519. Felix is often quoted as saying “Not to oppose error is to approve it; and not to defend truth is to suppress it, and, indeed, to neglect to confound evil men when we can do it is no less a sin than to encourage them”
Note on numbering: When numbering of the Popes began to be used, Antipope Felix II was counted as one of the Popes of that name. The second true Pope Felix is thus known by the number III, and the true third Pope Felix was given the number IV. It also affected the name taken by Antipope Felix V, who would have been the fourth Pope Felix.

GELASIUS I  Bishop of Rome [492‑496] was the third and last bishop of Rome of African origin in the Roman Catholic Church. His reign was characterized by his call for strict orthodoxy, a more assertive push for papal authority, and increasing tension between the churches in the West and the East as he had inherited Felix's struggles with Eastern Roman Emperor Anastasius I and the patriarch of Constantinople and aggravated them by insisting on the removal of the name of the late Acacius, patriarch of Constantinople, from the records. The split with the emperor and the patriarch of Constantinople was inevitable from the western point of view because the east had embraced a view of a single, Divine ('Monophysite') nature of Christ, which was a Christian heresy. During the Acacian schism, Gelasius went further than his predecessors in asserting the primacy of Rome over the entire Church, East and West, and he presented this doctrine in terms that set the model for subsequent popes asserting the claims of papal supremacy. 
In 494, Gelasius wrote a very influential letter that would underlie all Western European political thought for almost a millennium expressing a distinction between "two powers", which he called the "holy authority of bishops" and the "royal power" with the two powers expected to work together in harmony. Gelasius successfully suppressed the Manichaeans. 
He decreed that the Eucharist had to be received "under both kinds", with wine as well as bread. As the Manichaeans held wine to be impure and essentially sinful, they would refuse the chalice and thus be recognized. Later, with the Manichaeans suppressed, the old method of receiving communion under one kind  the bread was restored. Gelasius was the most prolific writer of the early popes. 

ANASTASIUS II Bishop of Rome [496‑498] He was the Bishop of Rome from November 24, 496 to November 19, 498. in the time of the schism of Acacius [see 484]. He showed some tendency towards conciliation, and thus brought upon himself the lively reproaches of the author of the Liber Pontificalis. On the strength of this tradition, Dante placed this pope in Hell. He entered in communion with a supporter of Acacius [see 471], bringing condemnation from some of the clergy of Rome, who denounced. His death in 498 at the height of the crisis was seen as divine retribution. He is the second Bishop not to be recognized by the Catholic Church as a saint with the first being Liberius [see 352]  MISSAL, the Roman Catholic book of the Mass finally compiled.
SYMMACHUS Bishop of Rome [498‑514] who became archdeacon of the Church under Bishop Anastasius II. Symmachus was elected pope on November 22, 498 and archpriest Laurentius was also elected pope that same day, by a dissenting minority faction with Byzantine sympathies. Laurentius was supported by Emperor Anastasius, but the Gothic King Theodoric the Great, in the end, ruled against him and in favour of Symmachus. At a synod held at Rome in 499, Symmachus bestowed on Laurentius the dioceses of Nuceria in Campania. The synod also ordained that any cleric who sought to gain votes for a successor during the lifetime of the incumbent should be deposed.

In 501, senator Festus, a supporter of Laurentius, accused Symmachus of various crimes. The pope refused to appear before the king to answer the charges, asserting that the secular ruler had no jurisdiction over the supreme pontiff. This was confirmed at a further synod in 502 declaring that the decision must be left to the judgment of God" and that Symmachus was to be regarded "as free from all the crimes of which he was accused". The synod also confirmed Symmachus' right to the papacy.

The schism however continued for four years until Theodoric, deciding that the adherents of Laurentius were too pro-Byzantine, withdrew his support of Laurentius and had him removed from Rome, and opposition to Symmachus eventually was stilled. Symmachus contributed large sums for the support of the bishops of Africa who were persecuted by the rulers of the Arian Vandals. He also aided the inhabitants of upper Italy who suffered from the invasions of barbarians. He also introduced the tradition of the priest's dress to be different to laymen
BISHOPS OF ROME IN THE SIXTH CENTURY
HORMISDAS  Bishop of Rome [514‑523] He was a widower and a Roman deacon at the time of his accession to the see. His son became bishop of Rome under the name of Silverius. [see 536] One of the new pope's first cares was to remove the last vestiges of the Laurentian schism in Rome, receiving back into the Church those adherents who had not already been reconciled. Most of his reign was concerned with healing the schism that had existed since 484 between East and West brought about by the Acacian schism. The schism was the result of Acacius of Constantinople's attempt to placate the Monophysites. The church of Constantinople was reunited with Rome in 519 by means of the confession of faith that is called The Formula of Hormisdas.

JOHN I  Bishop of Rome [523‑526] was very old and frail by the time he was elected to the see. Despite his protests, he was sent by the Arian King Theodoric the Great of the Ostrogoths to Constantinople to secure a moderation of Emperor Justin's decree of 523 against the Arians. Theodoric threatened that if John should fail in his mission, there would be reprisals against the orthodox Catholics in the West. When Pope John returned to Ravenna, Theodoric's capital, Theodoric had John arrested on the suspicion of having conspired with Emperor Justin. He was imprisoned at Ravenna, where he died of neglect and ill treatment. His body was transported to Rome and buried in the Basilica of St. Peter. 

FELIX IV  Bishop of Rome [526‑530] Following the death of Pope John I at the hands of the Ostrogoth King Theodoric the Great, the papal voters gave in to the king's demands and chose Cardinal Felix as Pope. He was elected after a gap of nearly two months after the death of John I. Felix's favour in the eyes of the king caused him to push for greater benefits for the Church. Imperial edict passed granting that cases against clergy should be dealt with by the Pope. He defined church teaching on grace and free will in response to a request on opposing Semi-Pelagianism in Gaul. Felix attempted to designate his own successor: Boniface. The reaction of the Senate was to forbid the discussion of a pope’s successor during his lifetime, or the acceptance of such a nomination. The majority of the clergy reacted to Felix's activity by nominating Dioscorus leaving a minority for Boniface. 

BONIFACE II  Bishop of Rome [530‑533] was by birth an Ostrogoth, the first Germanic Bishop of Rome, and he owed his appointment to the influence of the Gothic king Athalaric. Boniface was chosen by his predecessor who had been a strong adherent of the Arian king, and was never elected. Boniface had for some time an antipope, Dioscurus, who had been elected by most of the priests of Rome. Boniface and Dioscorus were both consecrated in Rome on 22 September 530, but Dioscurus died only twenty-two days later.
JOHN II  Bishop of Rome [533‑535]  was a priest of the Basilica di San Clement and still retains several memorials of “Johannes surnamed Mercurius” At this period simony in the election of bishops was rife among clergy and laity. During the vacancy of over two months, "shameless trafficking in sacred things was indulged in. Even sacred vessels were exposed for sale". The matter had been brought before the Senate, and laid before the Arian Ostrogothic Court at Ravenna. The last decree which the Roman Senate is known to have issued, passed under Boniface II, was directed against simony in such elections. The decree was confirmed by Athalaric, king of the Ostrogoths who ordered it to be engraved on marble, and to be placed in the atrium of St. Peter's in 533. 
.

It is recorded that in 534 John II obtained valuable gifts as well as a profession of orthodox faith from the Byzantine emperor Justinian I the Great which was a significant accomplishment in light of the strength of Monophysitism in the Byzantine Empire at that time. The notorious adulterous behaviour of Contumeliosus, Bishop of Riez in Provence caused John to order the bishops of Gaul to confine him in a monastery; until a new bishop should be appointed, John made the clergy of Riez obey the Bishop of Arles. Two hundred and seventeen bishops assembled in a council at Carthage in 535 asked John II whether bishops who had lapsed into Arianism, should, on repentance keep their rank or be admitted only to lay communion. The question of re-admittance to the lapsed had troubled north Africa for quite some time and however the answer to their question was given by Agapetus, as John II died on May 8th 535. 
AGAPETUS I  Bishop of Rome [535‑536] collaborated with Cassiodorus in founding at Rome a library of ecclesiastical authors in Greek and Latin and was elevated from archdeacon to bishop in 535. His first official act as bishop of Rome was to burn, in the presence of the assembled clergy, the anathema which Boniface II had pronounced against the latter's deceased rival Dioscurus, on a false charge of Simony. He confirmed the decrees of the council of Carthage, after the retaking of North Africa from the Vandals, according to which converts from Arianism were declared ineligible to Holy Orders and those already ordained were merely admitted to lay communion. He also went to Constantinople to plead with Justinian I to stop the Byzantine army invade Italy after their success in Sicily against the Normans. While this was unsuccessful he was able to assist in the deposing of Anthimus I from the see of Constantinople. He died there on 22nd April 536 and his remains were transported to Rome in a lead coffin for internment in St Peter’s

SILVERIUS  Bishop of Rome [536‑537] was a son of Hormisdas [see 514] who was born before his father entered the priesthood. He opposed the restoration of the Monophysite heretic, former patriarch of Constantinople Anthimus, who Agapetus had deposed, and thus brought upon himself the hatred of Empress Theodora. Theodora then sought to have Vigilius made bishop. During Silverius' reign it was alleged that he had purchased his elevation to the see of Rome from King Theodahad of the Ostrogoths. On December 9th 536, the Byzantine general Belisarius entered Rome and besieged the city for several months subjecting the city to privation and starvation. Silverius was deposed accordingly by Belisarius in March 537 on a charge of treasonable correspondence with the Goths and degraded to the rank of a simple monk. He found his way to Constantinople, and Justinian I, who heard his complaint sent him back to Rome but Vigilius was eventually able to banish his rival to a prison island where the rest of his life was spent in obscurity. The date of his death is unknown.

VIGILIUS Bishop of Rome [537‑556] belonged to a distinguished Roman family; his father Johannes being identified as a consul and a brother was a senator. He was ordained a deacon in 531 in which year the Roman clergy agreed to a decree empowering the bishop to determine the succession to the Roman See. Vigilius was chosen by Boniface II [see 530] as his successor and presented to the clergy assembled in St. Peter's Basilica however opposition to such a procedure led Boniface the following year to withdraw the name of his successor and to burn the decree respecting it. Agapetus I [see 535] appointed Vigilius papal representative at Constantinople where Empress Theodora sought to win him as an ally to revenge the deposition of the Monophysite Patriarch Anthimus I of Constantinople by Agapetus and also to gain aid for her efforts in behalf of the Monophysites. Vigilius is said to have agreed to the plans of the intriguing empress who promised him the Roman See and 700 pounds of gold. It was however Silverius who became the next bishop [see details 536]
Empress Theodora however saw that she had been deceived as after he had attained the see he maintained the same position as his predecessor against the Monophysites and the deposed Anthimus. It was not until the year 540 that Vigilius felt himself obliged to take a stand in regard to Monophysitism which he did in two letters sent to Constantinople. One of the letters is addressed to Emperor Justinian, the other to the Patriarch Menas. In both letters the pope supports positively the Synods of Ephesus and Chalcedon and also the decisions of his predecessor Pope Leo I and throughout approves of the deposition of the Patriarch Anthimus. In the meantime new dogmatic difficulties had been developing at Constantinople In 543 Emperor Justinian issued a decree which condemned the various heresies of Origen; this decree was sent for signature both to the Oriental patriarchs and to Vigilius.
The emperor had laid much stress upon winning over the Monophysites issued a new edict condemning the Three Chapters. The Oriental patriarchs and bishops signed the condemnation of these Three Chapters. In Western Europe, however, the procedure was considered unjustifiable and dangerous, because it was feared that it would detract from the importance of the Council of Chalcedon. Vigilius refused to acknowledge the imperial edict and was called to Constantinople by Justinian, in order to settle the matter there with a synod. Vigilius sought to persuade the emperor to send aid to the inhabitants of Rome and Italy who were so hard pressed by the Goths. Justinian's chief interest, however, was in the matter of the Three Chapters, and as Vigilius was not ready to make concessions of this point and wavered frequently in his measures, he had much to suffer. It was in fact at the end of a sorrowful residence of eight years at Constantinople that he  was able, after coming to an understanding with the emperor, to start on his return to Rome in the spring of 555. However while on the journey he died at Syracuse. 
PELAGIUS I Bishop of Rome [556‑561] came from a Roman noble family and he had accompanied Agapetus I [see 535] to Constantinople and was appointed by him nuncio of the Roman Church to that city. When Vigilius [see 537] went to Constantinople on the orders of Emperor Justinian I, Pelagius stayed in Rome as the his representative. Totila, King of the Goths, had begun to blockade the city. Pelagius poured out his own fortune for the benefit of the famine-stricken people, and tried to induce the king to grant a truce. Though he failed, he afterwards induced Totila to spare the lives of the people when he captured Rome in December, 546. Totila sent Pelagius to Constantinople in order to arrange a peace with Justinian I, but the emperor sent him back to say that his general Belisarius was in command in Italy. Pelagius was elected Bishop as Justinian's candidate. While before his ordination he opposed Justinian's efforts to condemn the "Three Chapters" he decided in order to reconcile theological factions in the Church he would adopt Justinian's position. This damaged the papacy's reputation in northern Italy, Gaul, and elsewhere in Western Europe, and his successors over the next 50 years spent much effort undoing the damage.

JOHN III Bishop of Rome [561‑574] was of a distinguished family background being the son of one Anastasius who bore the title of illustris. Although John reigned nearly thirteen years very little is known of his pontificate. It fell during the stormy times of the Lombard invasion, and practically all the records of his reign have been destroyed. He died on July 13, 574.

BENEDICT I  Bishop of Rome [575‑579] The ravages of the Lombards made it very difficult to communicate with the Byzantine emperor at Constantinople, who claimed the privilege of confirming the election of the popes. Hence there was a vacancy of nearly eleven months between the death of Pope John III and the arrival of the imperial confirmation of Benedict's election on June 2, 575. Benedict granted an estate, the Massa Veneris, in the territory of Minturnae, to Abbot Stephen of St. Mark's "near the walls of Spoleto". Famine followed the devastating Lombards, and he died in the midst of his efforts to cope with these difficulties. He succeeded John III [see 561] and was succeeded by Pelagius II [see 579]

PELAGIUS II  Bishop of Rome [579‑590] was a native of Rome, but probably of Ostrogothic descent, as his father's name was Winigild. Pelagius appealed for help from Emperor Maurice against the Lombards but the Byzantines were of little help forcing Pelagius to "buy" a truce and turn to the Franks, who invaded Italy, but left after being bribed by the Lombards. Pelagius laboured to promote the celibacy of the clergy and issued such stringent regulations on this matter that his successor Gregory I thought them too strict, and modified them to some extent. During his pontificate, the bishop of Milan, who had broken communion with Rome since the Three Chapter Controversy, returned to full communion around 581, while other bishops in Northern Italy remained in separated. During his reign he faced conflict with the See of Constantinople over the adoption of the title of "Ecumenical Patriarch," which Pelagius believed to undermine the authority of the Bishop of Rome. Pelagius fell victim to the plague that devastated Rome at the end of 589.
GREGORY I [540‑604] had been born into a wealthy noble Roman family with close connections to the church. He was well educated with Gregory of Tours reporting that in grammar, dialectic and rhetoric he was second to none. He wrote correct Latin but did not read or write Greek. His father's three sisters were nuns. Eventually, Pelagius ordained him a deacon and asked for his help in trying to heal the schism of the Three Chapters in northern Italy. He is regarded as the first mediaeval pope. Gregory is well-known for his writings, which were more prolific than those of any of his predecessors He was the first of the popes to come from a monastic background. He standardised plainsong in church music adding 4 Gregorian modes to existing musical scales. Having served six years as papal ambassador to Constantinople he returned to Rome to become an abbot of his  monastery. Chosen to succeed Pelagius II he had problems with the Lombards but was able to bring peace to Italy. He also sent Augustine to England and protected the Jews against persecution.
POPES IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY
SABINIAN [604-606] Bishop of Rome. He had been sent by Gregory I as an ambassador to Constantinople but he apparently was not entirely satisfactory in that office. He returned to Rome in 597.He was consecrated probably on September 13th  604. He distributed grain during a famine at Rome under his pontificate and sources attribute to him the introduction of the custom of ringing bells at the canonical hours and the celebration of the Eucharist. During his reign, Sabinian was seen as a contrast to Gregory as while Gregory distributed grain to the Roman populace as invasion loomed, Sabinian sold it for high prices and Sabinian “filled the church with clergy," in contrast to Gregory who rose rapidly from simple monk to become bishop of Rome.
BONIFACE III  [606-607] Bishop of Rome became the first to officially bear the title Pope He was a Roman by birth although of Greek extraction. As a deacon, Boniface had impressed, Gregory the Great [see 590] who described him as a man "of tried faith and character" and, in 603, selected him to papal legate to the court of Constantinople where he was able to settle a dispute between two bishops. This was to be a significant time in his life and helped to shape his short but eventful papacy. On the death of Sabinian in February 606, Boniface was elected his successor although his return from Constantinople to Rome was delayed by almost a year. There is much debate over why there was such a long interregnum. This is thought to have occurred as Boniface had insisted on the elections being free and fair and may have refused to take up the papacy until convinced that they had been. This view is given credence by his actions on being consecrated to the office of Pope.
He made two significant changes to papal selections; the first was the enacting of a decree forbidding anyone during the lifetime of a pope to discuss the appointment of his successor. The second established that no steps could to be taken to provide for a papal successor until three days after a pope's burial. This suggests that he was serious in his desire to keep papal elections free. His other notable act resulted from his close relationship with Emperor Phocas. Where he obtained a decree from Phocas restating that the title of "Universal Bishop" belonged exclusively to the Bishop of Rome, and effectively ended the attempt by Patriarch Cyriacus of Constantinople, to establish himself in that role. This was restating the much earlier view held by Justinian I who had given legal recognition to the primacy of the Roman pontiff.
BONIFACE IV  Pope [608-615] Boniface obtained leave from the Emperor Phocas to convert the Pantheon, Rome into a Christian church . It was the first instance at Rome of the transformation of a pagan temple into a place of Christian worship. Twenty-eight cartloads of sacred bones were said to have been removed from the Catacombs and placed in a porphyry basin beneath the high altar. 
During the pontificate of Boniface, Mellitus, the first Bishop of London, went to Rome and, on his departure took with him to England the decree of the council together with letters from the pope to Lawrence, Archbishop of Canterbury, and to all the clergy, to King Ethelbert, and to all the English people concerning what was to be observed by the Church of England. During the pontificate of Boniface there was much distress in Rome owing to famine, pestilence, and inundations, and the pope, since he was considered to be the closest link between God and man, was often blamed by proxy for these misfortunes. The pontiff had converted his own house into a monastery died there in monastic retirement During Boniface's reign, Muhammad began to preach in Mecca, forming the basis of Islam.
DEUSDEDIT  Pope [615-618]  was born in Rome, the son of a subdeacon. He was the first pope to use lead seals (bullae) on papal documents, which in time came to be called "papal bulls". He is the first priest to be elected pope since John II in 533 and had been a priest for 40 years prior and represents the second wave of anti-Gregorian challenge to the papacy, the first being that of Sabinian. He reversed the practice of his predecessor, Boniface IV, of filling the papal administrative ranks with monks by recalling the clergy to such positions and by ordaining some 14 priests which were the first ordinations in Rome since Gregory I. He was appointed Pope 13th November 615, and was known for his charity and zeal. He encouraged and supported the clergy, who were impoverished in consequence of the political troubles of the time; and when his diocese suffered a violent earthquake and leprosy he set an excellent example by his efforts to relieve the suffering. One bulla dating from his reign is still preserved, the obverse of which represents the Good Shepherd in the midst of His sheep, with the letters Alpha and Omega underneath, while the reverse bears the inscription: Deusdedit Papæ or Pope Deusdedit

BONIFACE V  [619-625] Pope. He was consecrated as pope on December 23, 619 after a vacancy of about a year. He did much for the Christianising of England and enacted the decree by which churches became places of refuge for criminals as well as clarification of the roles of various groups within the church. Boniface is described as "the mildest of men", whose chief distinction was his great love for the clergy. The Venerable Bede [see 700] writes of the pope's affectionate concern for the English Church. The letters which he is said to have addressed to Mellitus, Archbishop of Canterbury [see below] and to Justus, Bishop of Rochester, no longer exist but certain other letters of his have been preserved. One is written to Justus, after he had succeeded Mellitus as Archbishop of Canterbury in 624, conferring the pallium upon him and directing him to "ordain bishops as occasion should require." According to Bede, Pope Boniface also sent letters to Edwin, King of Northumbria urging him to embrace the Christian faith; and to the Christian Princess Aethelburg of Kent, Edwin's wife, exhorting her to use her best endeavours for his conversion. During the time of Boniface ands his successors the three ancient patriarchs of Jerusalem, Antioch and Alexandria capitulated to the rule of Islam.
HONORIUS I  Pope [625-638] came from Campania and was the son of the consul Petronius. He became pope on October 27th  625, two days after the death of his predecessor, Boniface V. The festival of the Elevation of the Cross is said to have been instituted during the pontificate of Honorius, which was marked also by considerable missionary enterprise. Much of this was centred on England, especially Wessex. He also succeeded in bringing the Irish  Easter celebrations in line with the rest of the Catholic Church. Honorius favoured Monothelitism but more than forty years after his death, Honorius was anathematized by name along with the Monothelites at the Third Council of Constantinople in 680. This condemnation was subsequently confirmed by Leo II This anathema was later one of the main arguments against Papal infallibility in the discussions surrounding the First Vatican Council of 1870.
SEVERINUS  Pope [638-640] was elected on the third day after the death of his predecessor and envoys were at once sent to Constantinople to obtain the confirmation of his election but the Emperor Heraclius, instead of granting the confirmation, ordered Severinus to sign his Monothelite profession of faith which was taken to Isaac Exarch of Ravenna. Severinus refused to sign it and the Exarch therefore refused to confirm the papal election in the emperor’s name, a situation that endured for over eighteen months. Isaac the Exarch of Ravenna now attacked Rome and spent eight days looting the Lateran palace a part of which was sent to Constantinople. Severinus continued to reject the emperor's compromise position on Monothelitism and towards the end of his reign an ageing Emperor gave his approval. Severinus was therefore finally installed as pope on May 28, 640, and Isaac quickly withdrew to Ravenna. During the short time he was pope, Severinus convened a synod condemning Monothelitism. He died on August 2, 640.

JOHN IV  Pope [640-642]  was from Dalmatia. As John's consecration followed very soon after his election in December 640 it is supposed that the papal elections were being confirmed by the Exarch of Ravenna rather than by the Emperor in Constantinople. Troubles in his native land, caused by invasions of Slavs, directed John's attention there. To alleviate the distress of the inhabitants, John sent the abbot Martin into Dalmatia and Istria with large sums of money for the redemption of captives. As the ruined churches could not be rebuilt, the relics of some of the more important Dalmatian saints were brought to Rome. About the same time he condemned Monothelism. Emperor Heraclius immediately disowned the Monothelite document
THEODORE I  Pope  [642-649] is believed to be a Greek, but was born in Palestine. He was made a cardinal by John IV. His election was supported by the Exarch and he was installed on November 24th 642. The main feature of his reign was the continued struggle against the heretical Monothelites. He refused to recognize Paul as the Patriarch of Constantinople because his predecessor, Pyrrhus, had not been correctly replaced. He pressed Emperor Constans II to withdraw the Ecthesis of Heraclius. While his efforts made little impression on Constantinople, it increased the opposition to the heresy in the West. Pyrrhus even briefly in 645 recanted his heresy but was excommunicated in 648 with Paul being excommunicated the following year. In response Paul destroyed the Roman altar in the palace of Placidia and exiled or imprisoned the papal nuncios. Theodore planned the Lateran Council of 649 to condemn the Ecthesis, but died before he could convene it.

MARTIN I  Pope [649-655] had previously acted as papal legate at Constantinople, and was held in high repute for learning and virtue. He was the last legate elected pope. Almost his first official act was to summon the Lateran Council of 649 to deal with the Monothelites, whom the Church considered heretical. It met in the church of St. John Lateran, was attended by one hundred and five bishops and held five sessions from October 5 to October 31, 649. In twenty canons it condemned the Monothelites, its authors, and the writings by which it had been promulgated. In this condemnation were included, not only the Ecthesis or exposition of faith of the patriarch Sergius for which the emperor Heraclius had stood sponsor, but also the notes of Paul his successor which had the support of the reigning emperor Constans II. Martin was very energetic in publishing the decrees of his Lateran synod in an encyclical, and Constans replied by enjoining his governor in Italy to arrest the pope, should he persist in this line of conduct, and send him as a prisoner to Constantinople. These orders were found impossible to carry out for a considerable space of time, but at last Martin was arrested in the Lateran on June 17th 653, along with Maximus the Confessor. He was hurried out of Rome and conveyed first to Naxos and subsequently to Constantinople by September 17th  653. After suffering an exhausting imprisonment and many alleged public indignities, he was ultimately banished to Kherson in the Crimea, where he arrived on May 15th  655, and died on September 16th of that year
EUGENE I  Pope [654-657] Little is known of Eugene's early life other than that he was a Roman from the Aventine, and was known for his good character. He had been a cleric from his youth and held various positions within the Church of Rome. On the banishment of Martin I [see 649] by Emperor Constans II, he made no public stand against the Monothelitism of the patriarchs of Constantinople. Martin I was carried off from Rome on 18 June 653, and he was kept in exile until his death in September 655. Little is known about what happened in Rome after Pope Martin's departure, but it was typical in those days for the See to be governed by the archpriest and archdeacon. After a year and two months, a successor was found to Martin in Eugene.

Almost immediately after his election, Eugene was forced to deal with Monothelitism. One of the first acts of the new pope was to send legates to Constantinople with letters to Emperor Constans II, informing him of his election, and professing his faith. The legates unfortunately allowed themselves to be deceived, or bribed, and brought back a synodical letter from Peter, the new Patriarch of Constantinople (656-666), while the emperor's envoy, who accompanied them, brought offerings and a request from the emperor that the pope would enter into communion with the Patriarch of Constantinople. Peter's letter proved to be written in a difficult and obscure style, and avoided making any specific declaration as to the number of "wills or operations" in Christ. When its contents were read to the clergy and people they not only rejected the letter with indignation, but would not allow the pope to leave the basilica until he had promised that he would not on any account accept it. So furious were the Byzantine officials at this harsh rejection of the wishes of their emperor and patriarch that they threatened that they would roast Eugene and all the spokesmen at Rome along with him as they had “roasted” Pope Martin I. Eugene was saved from the fate of his predecessor by the advance of the Muslims who took Rhodes in 654, and defeated Constans himself in the naval battle of Phoenix 655 .

Eugene received the youthful Wilfrid [see 669] on the occasion of his first visit to Rome in 654 where he gained the affection of Archdeacon Boniface, a papal counsellor of who presented Wilfrid to Eugene who "placed his blessed hand on the head of the youthful servant of God, prayed for him, and blessed him." Nothing more is known of Eugene except that he consecrated twenty-one bishops for different parts of the world and he died in 657.

VITALIAN   Pope [ 657-672] After the death of Eugene Vitalian was elected his successor, and was consecrated and enthroned on July 30th 657. Like his predecessor Vitalian tried to restore the connection with Constantinople by making friendly advances to the Eastern Emperor Constans II (641-668) and to prepare the way for the settlement of the Monothelite controversy. He sent letters announcing his elevation to the emperor and to Patriarch Peter of Constantinople. The emperor confirmed the privileges of the Roman Church and sent to Rome a codex of the Gospels in a cover of gold richly ornamented with precious stones as a good-will gesture. The Patriarch Peter also replied, although his answer was somewhat noncommittal as to Monothelitism, a belief he defended. In his letter, he gave the impression of being in accord with the pope, whose letter to Peter had expounded the Catholic Faith. Thus ecclesiastical contact between Rome and Constantinople was restored but the mutual reserve over the dogmatic question of Monothelitism remained. Vitalian's name was entered on the records of the Byzantine Church, the only name of a pope so entered between the reign of Honorius I [see 625] and the Sixth Ecumenical Council of 680-81
Vitalian showed reciprocity toward Constans, when the latter came to Rome in 663, spending twelve days there during a campaign against the Lombards. On 5th July the pope and members of the Roman clergy, met the emperor at the sixth milestone and accompanied him to St. Peter's, where the emperor offered gifts. The following Sunday, Constans went in state to St. Peter's, offered a pallium wrought with gold, and was present during the Mass celebrated by the pope. The emperor dined with the pope on the following Saturday, attended Mass again on Sunday at St. Peter's, and after Mass took leave of the pope. On his departure Constans removed a large number of bronze artworks, including the bronze tiles from the roof of the Pantheon, which had been dedicated to Christian worship. Constans then moved on to Sicily, oppressed the population, and was assassinated at Syracuse in 668. Vitalian supported Constans' son Constantine IV against a usurper and thus helped him attain the throne. It was not until the Sixth Ecumenical Council (681) that Monothelitism was suppressed.

Vitalian was successful in improving relations with England, where the Anglo-Saxon and British clergies were divided regarding various church customs. At the Synod of Streaneshalch, King Oswy of Northumberland accepted Roman practices regarding the keeping of Easter and the shape of the tonsure. Together with King Egbert of Kent, he sent the priest Wighard to Rome, to be consecrated there after the death of Archbishop Deusdedit of Canterbury in 664, but Wighard died at Rome of the plague. A highly educated monk, Theodore of Tarsus, who understood both Latin and Greek, was chosen as Archbishop of Canterbury [see 668]. In addition the See of Ravenna reported directly to Rome and Archbishop Maurus of Ravenna (648-71) sought to end this dependence. When Vitalian called for justification of his theological views, he refused and declared himself independent of Rome. The pope excommunicated him, but Maurus did not submit, and even went so far as to excommunicate the pope. Emperor Constans II sided with the archbishop and issued an edict removing the Archbishop of Ravenna from the patriarchal jurisdiction of Rome and it was not until the reign of Pope Leo II (682-83) that the independence of the See of Ravenna was suppressed with Emperor Constantine IV repealing the edict of Constans and confirmed the ancient rights of the Roman See over the See of Ravenna. The introduction of church organ music is believed to date from the time of Vitalian's papacy. He died January 27th 672. 

ADEODATUS  Pope [672-676] reigned from April 11, 672 to June 17, 676. Little is known about him. Most records which remain indicate that Adeodatus was known for his generosity, especially when it came to the poor and to pilgrims. Born in Rome, he became a Benedictine and was a monk of the Roman cloister of St Erasmus on the Caelian Hill. He was active in improving monastic discipline, and in the repression of Monothelitism, and gave Venice the right to choose the doge itself. Pope Adeodatus II was already an elderly man when he was elected pope and, even though he reigned for four years, not a great deal was accomplished during his pontificate. He is sometimes referred to as Adeodatus (without a number) since Pope Adeodatus I is sometimes known as Pope Deusdedit.
DONUS  Pope [676-678] was of Roman birth It was during his reign Reparatus, the Archbishop of Ravenna, returned to the obedience to Rome thus ending the schism created by Archbishop Maurus who had aimed at making Ravenna independent. 
Also in this period a colony of Nestorian monks was discovered in a Syrian monastery at Rome, the Monasterium Boetianum. Donus is reported to have dispersed them through the various religious houses of the city, and to have given their monastery to Roman monks. Relations with Constantinople in his time tended towards the conciliatory.

AGATHO  Pope [678-681] was pope from June 27, 678 to January 10, 681. A Greek born in Sicily of wealthy and devout parents, he apparently gave away his inheritance after their death and retired to a monastery in Palermo. Shortly after Agatho became Pope, Wilfrid, Archbishop of York, arrived at Rome to invoke the authority of the Holy See in his behalf as he had been deposed from his see by Theodore, Archbishop of Canterbury, who had split the diocese appointing three bishops to govern the new sees. At a synod which Pope Agatho investigated the affair, it was decided that Wilfrid's diocese should indeed be divided, but that Wilfrid himself should name the bishops.

The major event of his pontificate was the Sixth Ecumenical Council (680–1), which ended the Monothelite heresy that had been tolerated by previous popes. The council began when Emperor Constantine IV, wanting to heal the schism that separated the two sides, wrote to Pope Donus suggesting a conference on the matter, but Donus was dead by the time the letter arrived. However, Agatho was quick to seize the offer of the emperor and sent a large delegation to meet those from the east at Constantinople. The legates and patriarchs gathered in the imperial palace on November 7, 680 and as a result ended the Monothelite heresy and also had healed the schism. Agatho also undertook negotiations with Constantine concerning the relations of the Byzantine Court to papal elections. As a result Constantine promised Agatho to abolish or reduce the tax that the popes had had to pay to the imperial treasury on their consecration. Some say he was the first pope to take, as part of his inauguration, what they call the Papal Oath.

LEO II  Pope [681-683] was a Sicilian by birth who was elected pope a few days after the death of St. Agatho on January 10th  681 but was not consecrated till after the lapse of a year and seven months on August 17th  682 possibly due to Emperor and Papal responsibilities. He was known as an eloquent preacher who was interested in music, and noted for his charity to the poor. Emperor Constantine IV had already promised Agatho [see 678] to abolish or reduce the tax that the popes had had to pay to the imperial treasury on their consecration over the course of about a century. During his short reign Leo confirmed of the acts of the Sixth Ecumenical Council (680-1). During this council, Pope Honorius [see 625] was anathematised for his views in the Monothelite controversy as a favourer of heresy. However, Leo took great pains to make it clear that in condemning Honorius, he did so not because Honorius taught heresy, but because he was not active enough in opposing it. In accordance with the papal mandate, a synod was held at Toledo (684) in which the Council of Constantinople was accepted. Leo also put an end to the attempts of the Ravenna archbishops to not be under the control of the Bishop of Rome with Constantine IV revoking the decree of his father Constans in favour of Ravenna. The pope sweetened the deal for the Ravenna bishops by abolishing the tax it had been customary for them to pay when they received the pallium. Also, in apparent response to Lombard raids, Leo transferred the relics of a number of martyrs from the catacombs to churches inside the walls of the city. 

BENEDICT II Pope [684-685] Although chosen in 683, he was not ordained until 684 because the leave of Emperor Constantine IV was not obtained until some months after the election. Due to the problem of distance he obtained from the Emperor a decree which made approval for popes available from the Exarch of Ravenna. This gave the power of confirmations of papal nominations directly to the Church and the people of Rome. To help to suppress Monothelitism, he endeavoured to secure the agreements of the bishops of Spain to the decrees of the Third Council of Constantinople, of 678, and to bring about the submission to the decrees of Macarius, the deposed bishop of Antioch.

JOHN V  Pope [685-686] was the first pope of the “Byzantine Papacy” who were allowed to be consecrated by the Byzantine emperor without prior consent, and the first in a line of ten consecutive popes of eastern origin. His papacy was marked by reconciliation between the city of Rome and the empire. John was a Syrian by birth, born in the province of Antioch. On account of his knowledge of Greek, in 680 he was named papal legate to the Third Council of Constantinople. John V's papacy saw a continuation of improving relations with Byzantium. The emperor greatly reduced taxes on the papal patrimonies of Sicily and Calabria and abolished other taxes, such as a surtax on grain that had been paid only with difficulty in recent years. 
A letter from Justinian II assured John V that a "synod of high-ranking civil and ecclesiastical officials" had read and thereafter and sealed the text of the Third Council of Constantinople to prevent any alteration to its canons. The letter was addressed to "John pope of the city of Rome" but due to John’s death it was received by Pope Conon. [see 686]. John V’s burial inscription praised him for combating Monothelitism at the Third Council of Constantinople "with the titles of the faith, keeping such vigilance, you united the minds so that the inimical wolf mixing in might not seize the sheep, or the more powerful crush those below".
CONON  Pope [686-687]  It is said that he came from a military family in Thrace and was educated in Sicily. He was a compromise candidate between the military and clergy in Rome. He was a favourite of Emperor Justinian II who rebated some taxes to him. He was consecrated in 686 and died a year later after a long illness. 
SERGIUS I  Pope [687-701]  came from an Antiochene Syrian family which had settled at Palermo in Sicily. Sergius left Sicily and arrived in Rome during the pontificate of Pope Adeodatus.[see 672] A fellow Sicilian Pope Leo II ordained him cardinal-priest in 683 and he rose through the ranks of the clergy. He owed his election as Pope Conon's successor to skilful intrigues against Antipopes Paschal and Theodore and he was chosen by a group of judges, soldiers, clergy, and citizens. On April 10th 689, Sergius I baptised King Caedwalla of Wessex in Rome. He also ordained Willibrord as bishop of the Frisians and Berhtwald [see 693] as Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Sergius I did not attend the Quinisext Council of 692, but sent legates who ended up subscribing to the canons as "holding the place of the entire synod of the Holy Roman Church". Sergius himself rejected certain canons of the Council, although he continued to support political unity with Constantinople. It is unknown exactly which canons he objected to but declared that he would "rather die than consent to erroneous novelties". The canon which declared Constantinople equal in privileges but second in honour to Rome was also probably not the point of contention as it differed little from the pronouncements of earlier councils. However, the Quinisext Council did approve all eighty-five of the Apostolic Canons, while Sergius I would only have supported the first fifty. The bulk of the resistance probably stemmed from varying practices between east and west such as Roman deacons being prohibited from living with their wives after ordination, Roman priests being prohibited from having married twice prior to ordination, and Roman Christians were prohibited from fasting on the Saturdays of Great Lent and allowed to consume animal blood. In a symbolically important step, Sergius I declared support for the chant "Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, have mercy on us" at the breaking of the Host during Mass.

Enraged, Emperor Justinian II dispatched his magistrate also named Sergius, to Rome to arrest bishop John of Portus, the chief papal legate to the Third Council of Constantinople and Boniface, the papal counsellor who were brought to Constantinople as a warning to the pope. Eventually, Justinian II ordered Sergius I's arrest and abduction to Constantinople by his notoriously violent bodyguard Zacharias, however the militia of the exarch of Ravenna and the Duchy of Pentapolis frustrated the attempt with Zacharias nearly losing his own life in an attempt to arrest Sergius I. However rather than seizing upon the anti-Byzantine sentiment, Sergius I did his best to quell the uprising. Sergius died on September 8, 701.

POPES IN THE EIGHTH CENTURY

JOHN VI  Pope [ 701-705]  was a Greek from Ephesus who reigned during the Byzantine Papacy. His papacy was noted for military and political breakthroughs on the Italian peninsula. He succeeded to the papal chair two months after the death of Pope Sergius I and his election occurred after a vacancy of less than seven weeks. During his reign, he assisted the Exarch Theophylactos, who had been sent to Italy by the emperor Justinian II, and prevented him from using violence against the Romans. John VI's interventions prevented Theophylactos from being injured, having come to Rome to "cause trouble for the pontiff".  According to some sources, he "single-handedly convinced the Lombard duke Gisulf of Benevento to withdraw his forces and return home", after the duke had devastated the neighbouring Campanian countryside and constructed an encampment within sight of the city walls of Rome. It is believed he did this using tactics of persuasion and bribery. In 704, after the 70 year-old Wilfrid of York was expelled again from his see he went to Rome and pleaded his case before John. Wilfrid had visited Rome in 654 and 679 and witnessed its progressive transformation, such as John VI convening a synod of Greek-speaking bishops to hear Wilfrid's cause which was a linguistic hurdle that much perturbed Wilfird. 
The synod exonerated Wilfrid, restored him to his see, which he occupied until his death in 709 and sent him back to England with letters for King Ethelred of Mercia commanding that  papal mandates to be implemented. 

JOHN VII  Pope [705-708] like his predecessor he was of Greek nationality. John the first pope to be the son of a Byzantine official and is one of the popes of the Byzantine captivity. John VII had good relations with the Lombards, who then ruled much of Italy. However, his relations with Justinian II, the Byzantine Emperor, were far from smooth. Papal relations with Byzantium had soured over the Quinisext or Trullan council of 692. Emperor Justinian II despatched two metropolitan bishops, also sending with them a mandate in which he requested and urged John VII to gather a council of the apostolic church, and to confirm such of them as he approved, and quash and reject those which were adverse. But John worried about his weak state sent them back to Justinian by the same metropolitans without any recommendations at all. 

SISSINIUS  Pope [708] was a Syrian by birth. The small size of the donations to the papacy during his reign amounting to 42 pounds of gold and 310 pounds of silver was a mere fraction of a the personal donations of other contemporary pontiffs indicate that he was probably not from the aristocracy. He was selected as pope during the Byzantine Papacy. Sisinnius remained pope for only twenty days and even though he is said to have been so afflicted with gout that he was unable even to feed himself, he is nevertheless said to have been a man of strong character, and to have been able to take thought for the good of the city". Among his few acts as pope was the consecration of a bishop for Corsica. He was succeeded less than two months later by Constantine, also Syrian by birth who was probably the brother of Sisinnius. 

CONSTANTINE  Pope [708-715]  continued the tradition of the “Byzantine Papacy” where a pope before he was consecrated had to receive the approval of the Byzantine Emperor showing Rome’s was subject to Constantinople. Constantine was fluent in Greek and had previously visited Constantinople being one of three western legates to the third Constantinople conference of 680-81. Justinian II THE Emperor demanded Constantine’s attendance at court and he left without delay in October 710. He was away from Rome for a year during which time he was able to compromise over the Trullan canons of the Quinisext Council. However a month after his departure Justinian was murdered in an army revolt and the new emperor Philippikos disagreed with the compromise. Constantine rejected Philippikos approach and refused to mint any coins with the new emperor’s image on it. The problem was solved when the emperor was deposed in 713 and Anastasius II reconfirmed Justinian’s policy.
GREGORY II  Pope [715-731] who it is alleged bought off the Lombards for thirty pounds of gold, he used the peace for vigorous missionary efforts among the Germanic tribes, and for strengthening the papal authority in the churches of Britain and Ireland. By excommunicating the Byzantine emperor Leo III he prepared the way for a long series of revolts and civil wars, which tended greatly to the establishment of the temporal power of the popes. He died in 731

GREGORY III  Pope [ 731-741] who was a Syrian by birth and the last pope to date born outside of Europe. His reign like that of his predecessor, was disturbed by the iconoclastic controversy in the Byzantine Empire, in which he vainly requested the intervention of Charles Martel. Elected by popular acclamation, he was the last pope to seek the Byzantine exarch's mandate. Gregory immediately appealed to the Byzantine Emperor Leo III to moderate his position on the iconoclastic controversy. When this received no response he called a synod in November 731, Leo decided to bring the Pope under control. This included appropriating papal territories, and transferring ecclesiastical jurisdictions to the Patriarch of Constantinople. Gregory's support of the empire led him to help contribute to the recapture of Ravenna after it had fallen to the Lombards in 733. However, he also sought to fortify Rome and seek alliance with opponents of the Lombard monarch Liutprand and then from the Franks. He sent ambassadors to Charles Martel, who made no response. Gregory promoted the Church in northern Europe such as the missions of Boniface in Germany and Willibald in Bohemia. He also bestowed palliums on Egbert of York and Tatwine, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

ZACHARY  Pope [ 741-752]  was a Greek and was the last pope of the Byzantine Papacy. Most probably he was a deacon of the Roman Church and as such signed the decrees of the Roman council of 732 and was on intimate terms with Gregory III, whom he succeeded on December 10, 741. Zachary was a wise and subtle diplomat. 
Finding that his predecessor's alliance with the Lombards was not protecting Papal cities his tact in dealing with various princes in a variety of emergencies contributed to save the exarchate of Ravenna from the Lombard attacks. Significant long correspondence between Zachary and Boniface the apostle of Germany, survives, and shows how great was the influence of this pope on events then happening in France and Germany. He encouraged the deposition of the last Merovingian king of the Franks, Childeric III, and it was with his sanction that Boniface crowned Pepin the Short as King of the Franks at Soissons in 752. Zachary is stated to have argued with the Byzantine emperor Constantine V on the part he had taken in the iconoclastic controversy. He died March 22, 752, 

STEPHEN I Pope  [752] Stephen was a priest of Rome and was elected Pope in March of 752 but he died of a stroke three days later, before being ordained a bishop. At the time, the Pope who was by definition the bishop of Rome was considered as such only from the day of his ordination. Since Stephen was never consecrated as a bishop, he was not considered a legitimate Pope for much of history.

STEPHEN II Pope  [752-757] The Lombards to the north of Rome had captured Ravenna, former capital of the Eastern Roman Empire exarchate, in 751, and began to put pressure on Rome. Relations were very strained in the mid-8th century between the papacy and the Eastern Roman emperors due to the fact that the Eastern Roman Empire itself was under pressure from both the Abbasid Caliphate and the Bulgars with no help coming from Constantinople. Stephen turned to Pepin the Younger, the recently crowned King of the Franks, and even travelled to Paris to plead for help in person. On January 6, 754, Stephen re-consecrated Pepin as king. In return, Pepin assumed the role of ordained protector of the Church and set his sights on the Lombards. Pepin invaded Italy twice to settle the Lombard problem and delivered the territory between Rome and Ravenna to the Papacy, but left the Lombard kings in possession of their kingdom.

PAUL I  Pope  [757-767  had first served as a Roman deacon and was frequently employed by his brother, Pope Stephen II, in negotiations with the Lombard kings. After Stephen's death on April 26th  757 Paul prevailed over a faction that wanted to place the Archdeacon Theophylact as pope and was thus chosen his brother's successor by the majority that wished a continuation of the late pope's policy. The new pope's reign was dominated by his relations with the Frankish and Lombard kings and with the Eastern emperor. He adopted an independent tone in informing the imperial Exarch in Ravenna of his election, but wrote to Pepin that the Frankish alliance should be maintained unimpaired, being possibly forced to this course by the Lombard king, Desiderius. The Lombards held the cities of Imola, Osimo, Bologna, and Ancona, which were claimed by Rome, and in 758 seized upon the duchies of Spoleto and Benevento. The same year he visited Rome and compelled Paul to write to Pepin asking him to concede all the Lombard claims. Pepin found it advisable to maintain good relations with Desiderius, and Paul apparently accomplished little by his double-dealing. Later, however, Pepin gave the pope some support and acted as arbiter between the Roman and Lombard claims. In 765, papal privileges were restored in Beneventine and Tuscan territory and partially in Spoleto. Meanwhile, the alienation from Constantinople grew greater. Several times, especially in 759, Paul feared that the Eastern Roman Emperor would send an army against the city of Rome. He lived in continual dread in case the Eastern Roman ambitions turned the Frankish influence in favour of the Lombards. This was actually attempted, but Pepin held to his original foreign policy regarding Italy. Paul died June 28, 767.

STEPHEN III  Pope  [767-772] was a native of Sicily and came to Rome during the Gregory III’s reign [see 731] and gradually rose to high office in the service of successive popes. After the deposition of Antipopes Constantine II and Philip, Stephen was chosen to succeed Paul. Fragmentary records are preserved of the council of April 769 at which the degradation of Constantine was completed and certain new arrangements made for papal elections and the practice of devotion to icons confirmed. Stephen inclined to have an alliance between the Papacy and the Lombards rather than to the Franks..

ADRIAN I  Pope [772-795] who soon after his accession asked Charlemange to help him against Desiderius, king of the Lombards. He entered Italy with a large army, besieged Desiderius in his capital of Pavia, took that town, banished the Lombard king to Corbie in France and took the title 'King of the Lombards' himself. The pope had to content himself with some additions to the duchy of Rome, and to the Exarchate of Ravenna, and the Pentapolis in the Marches, which consisted of the "five cities" on the Adriatic coast from Rimini to Ancona with the coastal plain as far as the mountains. 
The friendly relations between pope and king were not disturbed by the difference which arose between them on the question of the veneration of images, to which Charlemagne and the bishops in France were strongly opposed, while Adrian favoured the views of the Eastern Church, and approved the decree of the second council of Nicaea (787), confirming the practice and excommunicating the iconoclasts. The practice was again condemned at the Synod of Frankfurt in 794 and so the dispute remained unsettled at Adrian's death. 
In 787, he elevated the diocese of Lichfield, in England, to an archdiocese on request from the English bishops and King Offa of Mercia in order to balance the ecclesiastic power in that land between Kent and Mercia. He gave the Lichfield bishop Higbert the pallium in 788. An epitaph written by Charlemagne in verse, in which he styles Adrian "father," is still to be seen at the door of the Vatican basilica. Adrian restored some of the ancient aqueducts of Rome, and rebuilt some of the churches including Santa Maria in Cosmedin, decorated by Greek monks fleeing from the iconoclastal persecutions. His was the longest papacy until he was surpassed by the 24-year papacy of Pius VI in the late 18th century.

LEO III  Pope  [795-816] who came from a common-folk background, had risen in the hierarchy of Rome and was elected Pope only one day after the burial of Adrian I who had worked for good relations between Rome and the Frankish Empire under Charlemagne. Leo announced his election to Charlemagne, sending him the keys of St Peter's tomb and the banner of Rome, requesting an envoy. Charlemagne in his reply stated that it was his function to defend the church, and the popes' to pray for the realm and for victory of the army. Leo aroused the hostility of Rome's nobility, who saw the papal post as reserved for noble candidates. 

During his rule he was accused of adultery and perjury. In April 799 he was attacked by a gang, who unsuccessfully attempted to gouge out his eyes and cut off his tongue for his earlier actions, only to be saved by Magnus Forteman and 700 Frisian nobles of his army. He was then formally deposed and sent to a monastery, but escaped and made his way to Paderborn, where he met Charlemagne. Charlemagne ordered Leo's enemies to Paderborn, but no decision could be found. He then had Leo escorted back to Rome. In November 800 Charlemagne himself went to Rome, and on December 1st held a council there with representatives of both sides which ended in his opponents being exiled. Two days later, on Christmas Day 800, Leo crowned Charlemagne as Roman emperor. This offended Constantinople, which had traditionally been seen as the defender of Rome, but the Eastern Roman Empress Irene of Athens was too weak to oppose Charlemagne. 

Leo helped restore King Eardwulf of Northumbria, and settled various matters of dispute between the Archbishops of York and Canterbury. He also reversed the decision of his predecessor, Pope Adrian I, in regards to the granting of the pallium to the bishop of Lichfield, Higbert. He believed that the English church  had been misrepresented before Adrian and that therefore his act was invalid. In 803, Lichfield was a normal diocese again. Leo forbade the addition of "filioque" to the Nicene Creed which was added by Franks in Aachen in 809. He also ordered that the Nicene creed be engraved on silver tablets so that his conclusion might not be overturned in the future. He engraved in Latin “I, Leo, put here for love and protection of orthodox faith” An effective administrator of the papal territories, Leo contributed to the beautification of Rome.
POPES IN THE NINTH CENTURY

STEPHEN IV   Pope  [816-817] who continued the policy of Leo III and immediately after his consecration in June 816 ordered the Roman people to swear allegiance to the Frankish king Louis the Pious, to whom he went personally in August of 816. After the coronation of Louis at Rheims in October, he returned to Rome, where he died in January of the following year. 

PASCHAL I  Pope [817-824]  was a Roman who was raised to the pontificate by the acclamation of the clergy, shortly after the death of Pope Stephen IV and before the sanction of the emperor Louis the Pious had been obtained. As a result his relations with the imperial house were never good and he was also unsuccessful in winning the support of the Roman nobles. In 822, he gave the legateship over Scandinavia to Ebbo, archbishop of Rheims. He licensed him to preach to the Danes, though Ebbo failed in three different attempts to convert them. Only later did Ansgar succeed in that task. 
He died in Rome while the imperial commissioners were investigating the circumstances under which two papal officials that were testifying against the pope had been seized at the Lateran, blinded and afterwards beheaded; Paschal had shielded the murderers but denied all personal complicity in their crime however the Roman people refused him the honour of burial within the church of St Peter, He renovated the basilica of Santa Prassede, which includes the famous Theodora mosaic of his mother.

EUGENE II  Pope [824-827] was a native of Rome and was chosen to succeed Paschal I even though another candidate, Zinzinnus, was proposed by the plebeian faction. As a result the presence of Lothar, son of the Frankish emperor Louis the Pious was necessary in order to maintain the authority of the new pope. Lothar took advantage of this opportunity to redress many abuses in the papal administration, to vest the election of the pope in the nobles, and to confirm the statute that no pope should be consecrated until his election had the approval of the Frankish emperor. Eugene is described by his biographer as simple and humble, learned and eloquent, handsome and generous, a lover of peace, and wholly occupied with the thought of doing what was pleasing to God. Apparently even before Lothair left Rome ambassadors arrived from Emperor Louis, and from the Greeks concerning the icon question. At first the Byzantium emperor, Michael, showed himself tolerant towards the image-worshippers, and their great champion, Theodore the Studite, wrote to him to exhort him "to unite the Church of Constantinople to the head of the Churches of God, Rome. Michael however soon forgot his tolerance and bitterly persecuted the image worshippers, and endeavoured to secure the co-operation of Louis the Pious. 
Before taking any steps to meet the wishes of Michael, Louis asked the pope's permission for a number of his bishops to assemble, and make a selection of passages from the Fathers to clarify the question the Greeks had put before them however the bishops who met at Paris in 825 were incompetent in their work. Their collection of extracts from the Fathers was a mass of confused and ill-digested tradition lore and both their conclusions and the letters they wished the pope to forward to the Greeks were based on a complete misunderstanding of the decrees of the Second Council of Nicaea meaning that their work was ineffective. A council which assembled at Rome in the reign of Eugene passed several enactments for the restoration of church discipline, took measures for the foundation of schools and chapters, and decided against priests wearing a secular dress or engaging in secular occupations. Eugene also adopted various provisions for the care of the poor and of widows and orphans, and on that account received the name of "father of the people". He died on the 27 August 827

VALENTINE  Pope [827] was pope for less than two months. He was a Roman by birth, and was first made a deacon by Paschal I Nothing further is known of Valentine's history.

GREGORY IV  Pope [827-844]  was chosen to succeed Valentine in December 827 at which time he openly recognized the supremacy of the Frankish emperor Louis the Pious. However papal dependence on the Holy Roman Emperor loosened through the quarrels of Louis the Pious and his sons, the future Lothair I, Pepin and Louis the German. On the sons' rebellion against their father, Gregory supported Lothair, hoping his intervention would promote peace, but in practice this action annoyed the Frankish bishops. Gregory's response was to insist upon the primacy of St Peter's successor, the papacy being superior to the Emperor. The two armies, of Louis and his sons, met at Rotfeld, near Colmar, in the summer of 833. The sons persuaded Gregory to go to Louis' camp to negotiate, but he then found he had been duped by Lothair. Louis was deserted by his supporters and was forced to surrender unconditionally, and was deposed and humiliated. This sequence of events is known as "the field of lies." Louis was subsequently restored, and after his death Gregory made unsuccessful attempts to mediate in the conflict that ensued between the brothers. Gregory promoted the celebration of the feast of All Saints and is also known for his appointment of Ansgar for archbishop of Hamburg and Bremen, and a missionary delegate for north and east parts of Europe. 

SERGIUS  Pope [844-847] On the death of Gregory IV the archdeacon John was proclaimed pope by popular acclamation, while the nobility elected Sergius, a Roman of noble birth. The opposition was suppressed, with Sergius intervening to save John's life. Sergius was then consecrated immediately by the nobles without seeking the ratification of the Frankish court. The Holy Roman Emperor Lothair I, however, disapproved of this abandoning of the of 824 statute that no pope should be consecrated until his election had the approval of the Frankish emperor. He sent an army under his son Louis, the recently appointed viceroy of Italy, to re-establish his authority. 
The Church and the Emperor reached an accommodation, with Louis being crowned king of Lombardy by Sergius, although the Pope did not accede to all the demands made upon him. Simony is said to have flourished during the reign of Sergius II. During his reign Rome was ravaged and the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul were sacked by Saracens.
LEO IV  Pope [847-855]  who was a Roman by birth was unanimously chosen to succeed Sergius II. When elected, on April 10th 847 he was a cardinal and had been subdeacon of Gregory IV and archpriest under his predecessor. His pontificate was chiefly distinguished by his efforts to repair the damage done by the Saracens during the reign of his predecessor to various churches of the city, especially those of St Peter and St Paul. The Saracens were besieging Gaeta which lead to Leo's ordering that the walls of the city be restored and strengthened between 848 and 849. When the Muslims approached Portus, he summoned the mariner cities of Italy: Naples, Gaeta and Amalfi to form a league. The subsequent Battle of Ostia was one of the most famous in Middle Ages Papacy history, and is celebrated in a famous fresco by Raphael and his pupils in the Vatican Palace. He also restored and embellished the damaged churches of St. Paul and St. Peter's: the latter's altar received again, after the former had been stolen, a gold covering, which weighed 206 lb. and was studded with precious gems.

BENEDICT III  Pope [855-858] Little is known of Benedict's life before his papacy. He was educated and lived in Rome and was cardinal priest. He was elected upon the refusal of Hadrian, the initial choice of clergy and people. A group of important people preferred a different candidate, Anastasius. This latter group had Benedict's election disavowed and Anastasius installed. However, popular opinion was so strong that Benedict's consecration was allowed. Louis II's envoys forced Benedict to handle Anastasius and his adherents leniently and this split helped weaken the hold of the emperors upon the popes, especially upon their elections. Aethelwulf of Wessex and his son, the future Alfred the Great visited Rome in Benedict's reign.

NICHOLAS I  Pope [858-867] received excellent training. He was admired for his benevolence, knowledge, and eloquence, he entered the service of the Church at an early age, was made subdeacon by Pope Sergius II (844-47), and deacon by Leo IV (847-55). After the death of Benedict III Louis II, the Holy Roman Emperor, who was in the neighbourhood of Rome, came into the city to exert his influence upon the election. On 24th  April Nicholas was elected pope, consecrated, and enthroned in St. Peter's in the presence of the emperor. Three days after, he held a farewell banquet for the emperor, and afterward, accompanied by the Roman nobility, visited him in his camp before the city, on which occasion the emperor came to meet the pope and led his horse for some distance.

Nicholas is remembered as a consolidator of papal authority and power, exerting decisive influence upon the historical development of the papacy and its position among the Christian nations of Western Europe. He refused to grant an annulment to Lothar II from Theutberga so that he could marry his mistress Waldrada and when a Council pronounced in favour of annulment, Nicholas I declared the Council to be deposed, its messengers excommunicated, and its decisions void. Despite pressure from the Carolingians, who laid siege to Rome, his decision held. During his reign, relations with the Byzantine Empire soured over his support for Ignatius as Patriarch of Constantinople, who had been removed and Photius appointed to replace him.
Archbishop John of Ravenna oppressed the inhabitants of the papal territory, treated his suffragan bishops with violence, made unjust demands upon them for money, and illegally imprisoned priests. He also forged documents to support his claims against the Roman See and maltreated the papal legates. As the warnings of the pope were without result, and the archbishop ignored three times a summons to appear before the papal tribunal, he was excommunicated. Nicholas showed the same zeal in other efforts to maintain ecclesiastical discipline, especially as to the marriage laws. Ingiltrud, wife of Count Boso, had left her husband for her lover so Nicholas commanded the bishops in the dominions of Charles the Bald to excommunicate her unless she returned to her husband. As she paid no attention to the summons to appear before the Synod of Milan in 860, she was put under the ban. Another matrimonial case in which Nicholas interposed was that of Judith, daughter of Charles the Bald, who had married Baldwin, Count of Flanders, without her father's consent. Frankish bishops had excommunicated Judith, and Hincmar of Reims had taken sides against her, but Nicholas urged leniency, in order to protect freedom of marriage.
For a variety of reasons, Boris I of Bulgaria became interested in converting to Christianity and undertook to do that at the hands of western clergymen to be supplied by Louis the German in 863. Late in the same year, the Byzantine Empire invaded Bulgaria as Bulgaria suffered famine and natural disasters.
 Boris was forced to sue for peace. Because the majority of his people were still opposed to Christianity, he was secretly baptized according to the Byzantine rite. The Byzantine Emperor who became his godfather conceded to him territory in Thrace. Unhappy with Byzantine influence and desiring an independent status which Photius was unwilling to grant, Boris sent in August 866 an ambassador to pope Nicholas with one hundred six questions on the teaching and discipline of the Church. Nicholas answered these inquiries and sent missionaries under the papal legate bishop Formosus. When pope Adrian II rejected Boris' request that either Formosus or Deacon Marinus (later Pope Marinus I) be made archbishop of Bulgaria, Boris began to look again towards Constantinople. In 870 a council of Constantinople granted the Church of Bulgaria an independent status and Greek priests were sent as missionaries and were soon replaced by Bulgarian. He encouraged the missionary activity of the Church. He sanctioned the union of the Sees of Bremen and Hamburg, and confirmed to Anschar Archbishop of Bremen, and his successors the office of papal legate to the Danes, Swedes, and Slavs. 

ADRIAN II  Pope. [867-872] was pope from December 14, 867 to December 14, 872, was a member of a noble Roman family, and became pope in 867, at an advanced age. Photius, the Patriarch of Constantinople, shortly after the council in which he had pronounced sentence of deposition against Pope Nicholas I, was driven from the patriarchate by a new emperor, Basil the Macedonian, who favoured his rival Ignatius. The Fourth Council of Constantinople was called at which Adrian was represented by legates, who presided at the condemnation of Photius as a heretic, but did not succeed in coming to an understanding with Ignatius on the subject of the jurisdiction over the Bulgarian church.
Like his predecessor Nicholas I, Adrian was forced to submit, in temporal affairs, to the interference of the emperor, Louis II, who placed him under the surveillance of Arsenius, bishop of Orte, his confidential adviser, and Arsenius's nephew Anastasius, the librarian. Adrian had in his youth married a woman named Stephania, by whom he had a daughter, and both were still living at his election, following which they lived with him in the Lateran Palace. They were carried off and assassinated by Anastasius's brother, Eleutherius, in 868. Adrian died exactly five years after his election.
JOHN VIII  Pope [872-882] is often considered one of the ablest pontiffs of the ninth century and the last bright spot on the papacy until Leo IX two centuries later. He was born in Rome. Among the reforms achieved during his pontificate was a notable administrative reorganisation of the papal curia. With little help from European kings, he attempted to expel the Saracens from Italy after they had penetrated as far as Rome. He failed and was forced to pay tribute. John defended Methodius against his German enemies, who objected to his use of the Slavonic language in the liturgy. John later confirmed the permission to use Slavonic that had been originally granted by Pope Adrian II, John's predecessor. In 879 he recognised the reinstatement of Photius as the legitimate patriarch of Constantinople. Consequently, John VIII was in favour of reciting the Creed without the filioque. In 878 John crowned Louis II, king of France. He also crowned two Holy Roman Emperors: Charles II and Charles III.
MARINUS  Pope [882-884] Before becoming Pope, he served as Bishop of Caere, which made his election controversial, because, at this stage of history, a bishop was expected never to leave office to move to another see. On three separate occasions he had been employed by the three popes who preceded him as legate to Constantinople, his mission in each case having reference to the controversy in the deposition by Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople. Among his first acts as pope were the restitution of Formosus as Cardinal Bishop of Portus and the anathematizing of Photius. Due to his respect for King Alfred he freed the Anglo-Saxons of Rome from tribute and taxation. 

ADRIAN III  Pope [884-885] reigned from May 17, 884 to September, 885. His brief pontificate came during troubled times. He was born at Rome. He died in September, 885, at Modena, on a journey to Worms, in modern Germany after being summoned by the Frankish King Charles III, the Fat, to settle the succession to the empire and discuss the rising Saracen power.

STEPHEN V  Pope [885-891] His father, Adrian, who belonged to the Roman aristocracy, entrusted his education to his relative, Bishop Zachary, librarian of the Holy See. Stephen was created  a cardinal-priest by Marinus I. He was consecrated pope in September, 885, without waiting for the imperial confirmation; but when Charles the Fat found with what unanimity he had been elected he let the matter rest. 
Stephen was called upon to face a famine caused by a drought and by locusts, and as the papal treasury was empty he had to fall back on his father's wealth to relieve the poor, to redeem captives, and to repair churches. In his relations with the young Slavonic church, he pursued the policy of Pope Nicholas I. To promote order he adopted Guy III of Spoleto as his son and crowned him Emperor in 891. He also recognized Louis the Blind as King of Provence. As Aurelian, Archbishop of Lyon, would not consecrate Teutbold who had been canonically elected Bishop of Langres Stephen himself consecrated him. He had also to oppose the arbitrary proceedings of the Archbishops of Bordeaux and Ravenna, and to resist the attacks which the Patriarch Photius made on the Holy See. When writing against Photius, he begged the emperor to send warships and soldiers to enable him to ward off the assaults of the Saracens. Stephen, also received many English pilgrims and envoys bringing Peters pence to Rome.

FORMOSUS  Pope [891-896] undertook diplomatic missions to Bulgaria in 866 and France in 869 and 872, and also persuaded Charles the Bald, King of France, to be crowned by the Pope. As early as 872 he was a candidate for the papacy, but due to political complications he left Rome and the court of Pope John VIII that year. John convened a synod and Formosus was ordered to return, or be excommunicated on charges that he opposed the emperor and had deserted his diocese without papal permission and committed several other acts against the papacy and church The condemnation of Formosus and others was announced in July 872. In 878 the sentence of excommunication was withdrawn after he promised never to return to Rome or exercise his priestly functions. Formosus was elected Pope on October 6, 891. Supporters of Guy II of Spoleto forced Formosus to crown him as a Roman Emperor in April 892. Other immediate issues were that in Constantinople where Patriarch Photius had been ejected and Stephen, the son of Emperor Basil I, had taken the office. There was also a quarrel between the Archbishops of Cologne and Hamburg concerning the Bishopric of Bremen. In the contest between Odo, Count of Paris and Charles the Simple for the French crown, the Pope sided with Charles. Formosus persuaded Arnulf of Carinthia to advance to Rome, invade the Italian peninsula, and take control of Italy. In 894 Arnulf's army occupied all the country north of the Po River and in the following year undertook his second Italian campaign and in 896 he was crowned by the Pope in Rome. The new emperor moved against Spoleto but was struck with paralysis on the way and was unable to continue the campaign.

BONIFACE VI  Pope [896] was a native of Rome who was elected in April 896 as a result of riots soon after the death of Pope Formosus. Prior to his reign, he had twice incurred a sentence of deprivation of orders, as a subdeacon and as a priest. After a pontificate of fifteen days, he is said by some to have died of the gout, by others to have been forcibly ejected to make way for Stephen VI, the candidate of the Spoletan party. At the Council of Rome, held by John IX in 898, his election was pronounced null and void.

STEPHEN VI  Pope [896-897] had been made bishop of Anagni by Pope Formosus. The circumstances of his election are unclear, but he was sponsored by one of the powerful Roman families, the house of Spoleto, that contested the papacy at the time. Stephen is chiefly remembered in connection with his conduct towards the remains of Pope Formosus, his last predecessor but one. Doubtless under pressure from the Spoleto contingent and fuelled by Stephen's fury with his predecessor, the rotting corpse of Formosus was exhumed and put on trial, in the so-called Cadaver Synod in January 897. With the corpse propped up on a throne, a deacon was appointed to answer for the deceased pontiff, who was condemned for performing the functions of a bishop when he had been deposed and for receiving the pontificate while he was the bishop of Porto, among other revived charges that had been levelled against Formosus in the strife during the pontificate of John VIII. The corpse was found guilty, stripped of its sacred vestments, deprived of three fingers of its right hand which were the blessing fingers, clad in the garb of a layman, and quickly buried; it was then re-exhumed and thrown in the Tiber. All ordinations performed by Formosus were annulled. The trial excited a tumult. Though the instigators of the deed may actually have been Formosus' enemies of the House of Spoleto the scandal ended in Stephen's imprisonment and his death by strangling that summer.

ROMANUS  POPE [897] was born at Gallese near Civita Castellana and was elected to succeed the murdered Pope Stephen VI and was deposed a few months later by one of the factions, which then governed Rome. His short rule was regarded as a virtuous one by the historian Frodoard. He ended his days as a monk.

THEODORE II  Pope [897] was the son of Photius, the patriarch of Constantinople. He was ordained as a priest by Pope Stephen V; also his brother Theotius was a bishop. 
He was pope for twenty days during December 897 before he died. He reinstated the clerics who had been forced from office by Pope Stephen VI, recognizing the validity of the ordinations of Pope Formosus. He had the body of Formosus, which had been thrown in the Tiber and recovered near Porto and reburied in St. Peter's.

JOHN IX  Pope [896-900] was ordained as a Benedictine Priest by Pope Formosus. With the support of the powerful House of Spoleto he was elected Pontiff in early 898 following the sudden death of Pope Theodore II. With a view to diminishing the factional violence in Rome John held several synods in the city and elsewhere in 898. They not only confirmed the judgment of Pope Theodore II in granting Christian burial to Pope Formosus, but also at a council held at Ravenna decreed that the records of the synod held by Stephen VI which had condemned him should be burned. Re-ordinations were forbidden, and those of the clergy who had been degraded by Stephen were restored to the ranks from which he had deposed them.

To keep their independence, which was threatened by the Germans, the Slavs of Moravia appealed to John to let them have a hierarchy of their own. Ignoring the complaints of the German hierarchy, John sanctioned the consecration of a metropolitan and three bishops for the Church of the Moravians. Finding that it was advisable to cement the ties between the empire and the papacy, John IX gave unhesitating support to Lambert in preference to Arnulf during the Synod of Rome, and also induced the council to determine that henceforth the consecration of the Popes should take place only in the presence of the imperial legates. The sudden death of Lambert shattered the hopes which this alliance seemed to promise.
POPES IN THE TENTH CENTURY

BENEDICT IV [900-903] Pope. He upheld the ordinances of Pope Formosus, whose rotting corpse had been exhumed by Pope Stephen VI and put on trial in the Cadaver Synod of 897. In 901, after the Carolingian Emperors had disappeared, Benedict followed the example of Pope Leo III and crowned Louis of Provence as Holy Roman Emperor. In his reign, he also excommunicated Baldwin II of Flanders for murdering Fulk, Archbishop of Reims. He died in the summer of 903 and was buried in front of St Peter's, by the gate of Guido.

LEO V  Pope [903] a native of Ardea, was Pope for some thirty days in 903. He was dethroned by antipope Christopher (903–904), who is sometimes considered a legitimate pope. Elected while a priest, Leo V's pontificate occurred in the darkest period of papal history. He was deposed and murdered, presumably strangled by Christopher, who was in turn executed by Pope Sergius III
SERGIUS III  Pope [904-911] Because Sergius III was possibly the only pope known to have ordered the murder of another pope and the only pope known to have fathered an illegitimate son who later became pope, his pontificate has been described as "dismal and disgraceful.  He was the son of Benedictus, and came from a noble Roman family. His reign was remarkable for the rise of what papal historians saw as a "pornocracy," or rule of the harlots, a reversal of the natural order as they saw it. It was an age with women in power: Theodora, whom Liutprand characterized as a "shameless whore exercised power on the Roman citizenry like a man" and her daughter  Marozia, the mother of Pope John XI (931–935) and reputed to be the mistress of Sergius III. Sergius III and his party opposed Pope Formosus (891–896), who ordained him bishop of Caere in order to remove him from Rome. He was his faction's unsuccessful candidate for the papacy in 896. When Pope John IX (898–900) was elected instead, he excommunicated Sergius, who had to withdraw from his see at Cerveteri for safety. Elected pope in 897, Sergius III was forcibly exiled by Lambert, duke of Spoleto, and all the official records were destroyed. 

When Antipope Christopher (903–904) seized the seat of St. Peter by force, the Theophylact faction of Romans revolted and ejected him and they then invited Sergius III to come out of retirement. His return is marked as January 29 904. Back in power, Sergius III now annulled all the ordinations of Formosus and demanded all bishops ordained by Formosus be reordained, an unwelcome decision reversed again after his death. Sergius honoured Pope Stephen VI (896–897), who had been responsible for the "Cadaver Synod" that had condemned and mutilated the corpse of Pope Formosus. He then reportedly had the much-abused corpse of Formosus exhumed once more, tried, found guilty again, and beheaded. His nemeses, Pope Leo V (903) and Antipope Christopher, both died in 904, allegedly strangled in prison on the order of Sergius, He is the first pope to be depicted wearing the triple-crowned papal tiara.

ANASTASIUS III [911-913] Pope. He was Pope from April 911 to June 913 and was a Roman by birth. A Roman nobleman, Lucian, is sometimes recognized as his father, although other sources assert that he was the illegitimate son of his predecessor Pope Sergius III (904–911). Practically nothing is recorded of Pope Anastasius III, his pontificate falling in the period when Rome and the Papacy were under the power of Theophylact, Count of Tusculum and his wife Theodora, who approved Anastasius III's candidacy. Under his reign the Normans of Rollo were evangelized. He was buried in St. Peter's Basilica
LANDUS  Pope [913-914] was born in Sabina, Italy. His father was reportedly named Taino and he did not change his name on his accession. Landus is thought to have had powerful friends who helped him to be elected pope. Little more is known about him. He was the last pope to use a papal name which had not been previously used until John Paul I did so in 1978. He was pope during the Pornocracy, which lasted from 904 to 964.
JOHN X  Pope [914-928] from March, 914 to May, 928, He was deacon at Bologna when he attracted the attention of Theodora, the wife of Theophylact, Count of Tusculum, the most powerful noble in Rome, through whose influence he was elevated first to the see of Bologna and then to the archbishopric of Ravenna. In direct opposition to a decree of council, John X was, at the instigation of Theodora, promoted to the papal chair as the successor of Pope Landus. He endeavoured to secure himself against his temporal enemies through a close alliance with Theophylact and Alberic, marquis of Camerino, then governor of the duchy of Spoleto. In December 915 John X granted the imperial crown to Berengar of Friuli (915–924), and with the assistance of the forces of all the princes of the Italian peninsula took the field in person against the Saracens over whom he gained a great victory on the banks of the Garigliano. However the defeat and death of Berengar in 924 again frustrated the hopes of a united Italy and after witnessing several years of anarchy and confusion, John X perished as a result of the intrigues of Marozia, daughter of Theodora. 

LEO VI  Pope  [928] Leo a Roman reigned a little over seven months. He was son of Antipope Christopher and held the title of Cardinal-Priest of St. Susanna before being elected Pope.

STEPHEN VII  Pope  [928-931] was a Roman by birth and probably handpicked by Marozia from the Tusculani family, the unquestioned mistress of Rome during this period. This was as a stop-gap measure until her own son John was ready to assume the throne of Peter. He had been before cardinal-priest of St Anastasia. This was what some sources considered the darkest period of papal history, a period in which clans of the nobility in Rome turned the papacy into a "temporal" fiefdom. Little is known of Stephen's reign, except that he confirmed the privileges of a few religious houses in France and Italy. He may, like several popes in this period, have been assassinated. The validity of his papacy is disputed. Like his predecessor he was elected while Pope John X was still alive and in prison. Thus, if John's removal from office was invalid, then neither the election of Leo nor of Stephen was valid and they weren't genuine popes. 

JOHN XI  Pope [931-935]  The parentage of John XI is still a matter of dispute. According to normally reliable sources he was the natural son of Pope Sergius III (904–911), If that is true, John XI would be the only known illegitimate son of a Pope to have become Pope himself. In this regard it is noted that Silverius was the legitimate son of Pope Hormisdas. His mother was the Roman ruler at the time thus Marozia was allegedly able to exert complete control over the Pope. At the overthrow of Marozia, John XI became subject to the control of Alberic II (932-954), his younger brother. The only control left to the Pope was the exercise of his purely spiritual duties. All other jurisdiction was exercised through Alberic II. This was not only the case in secular, but also in ecclesiastical affairs. It was at the insistence of Alberic II that the pallium was given to Theophylactus, Patriarch of Constantinople in 935 and also to Artold, Archbishop of Reims two years earlier. It was John XI who granted many privileges to the Congregation of Cluny, which was later on a powerful agent of Church reform.

LEO VII  Pope [936-939] His election to the papacy was secured by Alberic II of Spoleto, the monarch in Rome. Alberic wanted to choose the pope so that the papacy would continue to yield to his authority. Leo was the priest of St. Sixtus in Rome and had little ambition towards the papacy, but consented under pressure. As pope, Leo VII reigned for only three years. Most of his bulls were grants of privilege to monasteries, especially including the Abbey of Cluny. 
Leo called for Odo of Cluny to mediate between Alberic and Hugh of Italy, Alberic's stepfather, the King of Italy. Odo was successful in negotiating a truce after arranging a marriage between Hugh's daughter Alda and Alberic. Leo VII also appointed Frederick, Archbishop of Mainz as a reformer in Germany. Leo allowed Frederick to drive out Jews that refused to be baptized, but he did not endorse the forced baptism of Jews.

STEPHEN VIII  Pope- [939-942]  was a native of Germany and reigned from mid 939 until his death towards the end of 942. During his pontificate he was subject to Alberic II of Spoleto, Prince of the Romans, and did not effectively rule the Papal States. His period as pope was during a brief interruption from the period when the church had been ruled by the so-called "pornocracy" of Theodora and Marozia, Roman noblewomen.

MARINUS II  Pope [942-946] was born in Rome and was elevated to the papacy through intervention of Alberic II (932–954) of Spoleto and concentrated on administrative aspects of the papacy.

AGAPETUS II Pope [946-955]  He was born in Rome and was Pope from May 10, 946 until his death in October 955. It was at the time when Alberic II (932–954), son of Marozia, was governing the independent republic of Rome under the title of "Dux and Senator of the Romans." The position of the papacy at this time was at a particularly low point Agapetus II, a man of some force of character, attempted to put a stop to the so-called Pornocracy, which lasted from the accession of Pope Sergius III (904–911) in 904 to the deposition of Pope John XII (955–964) in 964. During this period, the Popes were influenced strongly by a powerful and corrupt aristocratic family, the Theophylacti, and their relatives. The family originated from Theophylactus, who held positions of increased importance in the Roman nobility. His wife Theodora and daughters, Theodora and Marozia held a great influence over the papal selection and religious affairs in Rome through conspiracies, affairs and marriages. Marozia became the concubine of Pope Sergius III when she was 15 and later took other lovers and husbands. She ensured that her son John was seated as Pope John XI according to Liutprand of Cremona (c. 920-72) who also affirms that Marozia arranged the murder of her former lover Pope John X (who had originally been nominated for office by Theodora) through her then husband Guy of Tuscany possibly to secure the elevation of her current favourite as Pope Leo VI. There is no record substantiating that Pope John X had definitely died before Leo VI was elected since John X was already imprisoned by Marozia and was out of public view. Agapetus II appeal to Otto I the Great (936–973) to intervene in Rome remained without immediate effect, since Alberic II's position was too strong to be attacked, but it bore fruit after his death. He succeeded Marinus II [see 942] and was succeeded by John XII [see 946]

JOHN XII  Pope [955-964] The son of Alberic II,  Patrician of Rome (932–954), and his stepsister Alda of Vienne, he was a seventh generation descendant of Charlemagne on his mother's side. He succeeded his father as Patrician of Rome in 954, at only seventeen years of age. After the death of the reigning pontiff, Agapetus II, Octavanius, then eighteen years of age, was actually chosen his successor on 16 December, 955. He was depicted as a coarse, immoral man in the writings which remain about his papacy, whose life was such that the Lateran was spoken of as a brothel, and the moral corruption in Rome became the subject of general disgrace.
Enemies defeated him in battle and occupied lands that belonged to the popes. In order to protect himself against the intrigues in Rome and the power of Berengar II of Italy (950–963), John made a deal with Otto I, king of the Germans. He pledged allegiance to Otto and crowned him emperor of the Holy Roman Empire on February 2nd 962. In return, Otto promised to recognize only John as pope. Ten days later the emperor became the guarantor of the independence of the papal states. This was the first effective guarantee of such protection since the Carolingian Empire. After Otto left Rome and reconquered the Papal States from Berengar, however, John became fearful of the emperor's power and sent envoys to the Magyars and the Byzantine Empire to form a league against Otto. As a result Otto summoned a council which deposed John XII, who was in hiding in the mountains of Campania, and elected Pope Leo VIII (963–965) in his stead. However Rome rose up and restored John causing Leo to flee. The Emperor headed back to Rome but before he reached the city John XII was dead at the age of 27. Pope Benedict V (964) soon succeeded him but was successfully deposed by Leo VIII
BENEDICT V  Pope [964] who was Pope  only for a short while in 964 and was elected by the Romans on the death of Pope John XII. However the Roman Emperor Otto I (936–973) did not approve of the choice and had him deposed after only a month and was carried off to Hamburg and was placed under the care of Adaldag, Archbishop of Hamburg-Bremen. There he became a deacon until his death. He was first buried in the cathedral in Hamburg and at a later date his remains were transferred to Rome. At the synod which deposed him the pastoral staff was broken over him by Pope Leo VIII (964–965) which is the first mention of the papal sceptre.

LEO VIII  Pope [964-965] was a Roman by birth, considered by the Church an Antipope from 963 to 964 and a true Pope from 964 to 965. For his history before becoming pope see the outline in the reigns of John XII and Benedict V above. On the sudden death of John XII, the populace chose Pope Benedict V (964–966) as his successor; but Otto I, returning and laying siege to the city, compelled their acceptance of Leo VIII. With the consent of all his would-be judges, Benedict was downgraded to the rank of a deacon, Leo himself tearing the pallium from his shoulders in July 964. If it be the fact, as is asserted by a contemporary, that Benedict validly acquiesced in his deposition, and if, as seems certain, no further protest was made against Leo's position, he may well be regarded as a true pope from July, 964, to his death in 965, about the month of March.
JOHN XIII  Pope [965-972] was born in Rome and spent his career in the papal court. He was elected Pope John XIII five months after the death of Leo VIII as a compromise candidate, with the agreement of Emperor Otto I (936–973). John XIII's behaviour and foreign backing made him disliked in Rome. There was a revolt resulting in his temporary banishment from December 965 to November 966. After his restoration he worked with the Emperor on ecclesiastical improvements, including the creation of the Archbishopric of Magdeburg. On Christmas Day 967 John XIII crowned Otto I's son Otto II (973–983) as co-Emperor. Otto II was afterwards married to the niece of the Byzantine Emperor John I Tzimisces (969–976) princess Theophano, as part of the ongoing attempt to reconcile Eastern and Western Churches. John XIII created new Latin archbishoprics in southern Italy, thus reducing the influence of the Byzantine Empire and Eastern Orthodox Church there.

BENEDICT VI  Pope [972-974]  He was installed as Pope under the protection of the Emperor Otto I (936–973) on January 19, 973. During his pontificate, Benedict VI confirmed the privileges of some of the monasteries and churches. On the death of the Emperor, the people of Rome confined him in the Castel Sant' Angelo. After a period of less than two months, the Pope was strangled by order of Crescentius I, a Roman aristocrat to prevent his release by Sicco, the imperial envoy of Otto II (973–983)

BENEDICT VII Pope [974-983]  He was elected by the Roman clergy and people under the influence of Sicco, imperial envoy of Emperor Otto II (973–983). He governed Rome quietly for nearly nine years, a somewhat rare thing in those days. Benedict VII's was related to Prince Alberic II (932–954), and connected to the Crescenti family. He succeeded to the papacy as a compromise candidate, to replace antipope Boniface VII (974, 984–985). Boniface VII was excommunicated and unsuccessfully attempted to retake the papacy. He promoted monasticism and ecclesiastical reform along with Emperor Otto II. He also consecrated the priest James, who had been sent to him by the people of Carthage "to help the wretched province of Africa." Benedict VII visited the city of Orvieto with his nephew, Filippo Alberici, who later settled there and became Consul of the city state in 1016. The Alberici family live there to this day. In March 981, he presided over a synod in St Peter's that prohibited simony. In September 981, Benedict VII convened a Lateran Synod.

JOHN XIV  Pope [983-984]  was born at Pavia, and before his elevation to the papacy was imperial chancellor of Emperor Otto II (973–983), and was the latter's second choice. His original name was Pietro but he took the name John XIV to avoid being linked to St. Peter himself. Otto II died shortly after his election; his heir, Otto III (983–1002), being only 3 years old. Antipope Boniface VII (974, 984–985), on the strength of the popular feeling against the new Pope, returned from Constantinople and placed John XIV in prison, in Castel Sant'Angelo, where he died either by starvation or poison.

JOHN XV  Pope [985-996] was the son of Leo, a Roman presbyter. At the time he mounted the papal chair Crescentius II was Patrician of Rome. He significantly hampered the pope's influence, but the presence of the Empress Theophanu, regent for her son, Holy Roman Emperor Otto III (983–1002), in Rome from 989 to 991 restrained Crescentius's ambition. The Pope's venality and nepotism had made him very unpopular with the citizens, but to his credit, John XV was a patron and protector of the reforming monks of Cluny.

During this papacy, however, a serious dispute arose over the King of France's investing and then deposing Arnulf, Archbishop of Rheims, the Pope's interference leading at first to no definite result. John XV summoned the French bishops to hold an independent synod outside the King's realm, at Aachen, to reconsider the case. When they refused, he called them to Rome, but they protested that the unsettled conditions on the way to and in Rome made that impossible. The Pope then sent a legate with instructions to call a council of French and German bishops at Mousson, but only the German bishops appeared, the French being stopped on the way by Hugh Capet and Robert. Through the exertions of the legate, the deposition of Arnulf was finally pronounced illegal. After Hugh Capet's death (October 23, 996), Arnulf was released from his imprisonment, and soon restored to all his dignities. As for Gerbert, he set out for the imperial court at Magdeburg, and became the preceptor to Emperor Otto III. 

At a Roman synod held in the Lateran on January 31, 993, John XV solemnly canonized Bishop Ulrich of Augsburg, an event which the Pope announced to the French and German bishops in a papal bull dated 3 February. This was the first time in history that a solemn canonization had been made by a Pope. In 996, Otto III undertook a journey to Italy to obtain imperial coronation from the Pope, but John XV died of fever early in March 996, while Otto III stayed in Pavia until 12 April to celebrate Easter. The Emperor elevated his own kinsman Bruno to the papacy under the name of Gregory V (996–999).

GREGORY V  Pope [996-999] was a grandson of the Emperor Otto I the Great (936–973). Gregory V succeeded Pope John XV when only twenty-four years of age. He was the chaplain of his cousin, Emperor Otto III (983–1002), who presented him as candidate. Gregory V was the first German Pope. Politically Gregory V acted consistently as the Emperor's representative in Rome and granted many exceptional privileges to monasteries within the Holy Roman Empire. One of his first acts was to crown Otto III Emperor on May 21 996. Together they held a synod a few days after Otto III's coronation, in which Arnulf was ordered to be restored to the See of Rheims, and Gerbert, the future Pope Silvester II  was condemned as an intruder. Robert II of France (996–1031), who had been insisting on his right to appoint bishops, was ultimately forced to back down, and ultimately also to put aside his wife Bertha, by the rigorous enforcement of a sentence of excommunication on the kingdom. Until the council of Pavia (997) Gregory V had a rival in the person of the antipope John XVI (997–998), whom Crescentius II and the nobles of Rome had chosen, in revolt against the will of the youthful Emperor Otto III. The revolt of Crescentius II was decisively suppressed by the Emperor, who marched upon Rome. John XVI fled, and Crescentius II shut himself up in the Castel Sant'Angelo. The Emperor's troops pursued the antipope, captured him, cut off his nose and ears, cut out his tongue, blinded him, and publicly degraded him before Otto III and Gregory V. He was sent to the monastery of Fulda, in Germany, where he lived until 1013. The Castel Sant'Angelo was besieged, and when it was taken, Crescentius II was hanged upon its walls (998). Gregory V died suddenly, and not without suspicion of foul play, on February 18 999. 

SYLVESTER II  Pope [999-1003] was of French origin and was called Gerbert. He was a prolific scholar and teacher who as pope encouraged and promoted Arabic knowledge of arithmetic, mathematics, and astronomy in Europe, reintroducing the abacus and armillary sphere which had been lost to Europe since the end of the Greco-Roman era. He was the first French Pope. Due to his efforts to root out simony and other corruption within the Church, and his connection with the science and intellectualism of the Arab world, there were many rumours spread of Sylvester II being a sorcerer in league with the devil. There is also speculation that he had Sephardic-Jewish ancestry. He was taken as a young monk to Spain where he learnt Arabic and mathematics. He became fascinated by the stories of the Christian Bishops and judges who dressed and talked like the Arabs who were well-versed in mathematics and natural sciences like the great teachers of the Islamic universities. This sparked Gerbert's appreciation for the Arabs and his passion for mathematics and astronomy. For a while he became tutor of the future Emperor Otto II and his son Otto III.  Gerbert, as a scientist, was said to be far ahead of his time. Gerbert wrote a series of works dealing with matters of the arithmetic, geometry, astronomy,  and music, which he taught using the basis of grammar, logic, and rhetoric.
He became Archbishop of Ravenna in 998 and was elected to succeed Gregory V. As Pope, he took energetic measures against the widespread practices of simony and mistresses among the clergy, maintaining that only capable men of spotless lives should be allowed to become bishops. In 1001, the Roman populace revolted against the Emperor, forcing Otto III and Sylvester II to flee to Ravenna. Otto III led two unsuccessful expeditions to regain control of the city, and died on a third expedition in 1002. Sylvester II returned to Rome soon after the Emperor's death, although the rebellious nobility remained in power, and died a little later. 
Sylvester was said to be petrified at the thought of the new millennium: on the last night of the year A.D. 999, Sylvester nervously celebrated mass, thinking the world might end even as he consecrated the bread and wine.

POPES IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY
JOHN XVII  Pope [1003] who was born in Rome and whose reign lasted less than six months. He was nominated to the papacy by John Crescentius, a Roman noble who held power in the city in opposition to Emperor Otto III (983–1002).  John died on November 6, 1003, and was buried in the Lateran Basilica between the two doors of the principal façade. 

JOHN XVIII  Pope [1003-1009] was the son of a Roman priest named Leo. During his whole pontificate he appeared subordinate to the head of the Crescentii clan who controlled Rome, the aristocratic military leader Johannes Crescentius III. The period was disturbed by the conflicts between the Ottoman Emperor Henry II (1002–24) and Arduin of Ivrea, who had styled himself King of Italy. Rome was wracked with bouts of plague  and Saracens operating freely out of Sardinia ravaged the Tyrrhenian coasts. John occupied his time with details of ecclesiastical administration. He authorized a new see at Bamberg to serve as a base for missionary activity among the Slavs, which was a concern of Henry II. He ruled on a squabble between the abbot of Fleury and the bishops of Sens and Orléans. Ultimately he abdicated and retired to a monastery, where he died shortly afterwards. 
SERGIUS IV  Pope [1009-1012] who was born in Rome the son of a shoemaker who rose quickly in the church to become Bishop of Albano in 1004 He had an unfortunate name which roughly translated is "Peter Pig's Snout." It is hardly surprising he chose to change it to Sergius IV! The power held by Sergius IV was often overshadowed by Crescentius III, the ruler of the city of Rome at the time. Some historians have claimed that Sergius IV was essentially a puppet ruler for Crescentius III. Others, however, claimed that the Pope resisted Crescentius III's power. There is some evidence that Sergius IV gave political backing to an anti-Crescentius faction in the city.
Acts sometimes attributed to Pope Sergius IV include measures to relieve famine in the city of Rome, the exemption of certain monasteries from episcopal rule, and a papal bull calling for Islam to be driven from the Holy Land after the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was destroyed in 1009 by the Fatimid caliph al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah. Some historians have suggested that this bull was actually invented around the time of the First Crusade, in order to help justify that expedition to Jerusalem but more recently historians have forcefully argued for the document's authenticity. Sergius IV died on May 12, 1012, and was followed in the papacy by Pope Benedict VIII(1012–24). There was some suspicion that the Pope was murdered, as he died within a week of Crescentius, considered by many to have been his patron. 

BENEDICT VIII  Pope [1012-1024] who was opposed by an antipope, Gregory VI (1012), who compelled him to flee Rome. He was restored by Henry II of Germany (1002–24), whom he crowned Emperor on February 14, 1014, and for his entire pontificate remained on good terms with him. In Benedict VIII's pontificate the Saracens renewed their attacks on the southern coasts of Europe, and founded a settlement in Sardinia. The Normans also then began to settle in Italy. The Pope promoted peace in Italy by allying himself with the Normans, defeating the Saracens, and subjugating the Crescentii. He held a synod in Pavia with the Emperor to restrain simony and clerical incontinence. The reformation undertaken by the monastery of Cluny was supported by him .In 1020, he travelled to Germany to confer with Henry II about the renewed Byzantine menace in the Mezzogiorno. Arriving at Bamberg at Eastertide, he consecrated the new cathedral there, obtained a charter from Henry II confirming the donations of Charlemagne (768–814) and Otto the Great (936–973), and visited the monastery of Fulda. He convinced the Emperor to lead an expedition into the south of Italy and subordinate his vassals who had defected to Greek authority.
JOHN XIX  Pope  [1024-1032 ] succeeded his brother, Benedict VIII both being members of the powerful house of Tusculum. Prior to being elected Pope he was an unordained layman. Therefore, he was ordained a bishop in order to enable him to ascend the papal chair, having previously been a consul and senator. Against the tradition of ecclesiastical history, John XIX agreed, upon being paid with a large bribe, to grant to the Patriarch of Constantinople the title of an ecumenical bishop. However, this proposal excited general indignation throughout the Church, thus compelling him almost immediately to withdraw from his agreement.

On the death of the Emperor Henry II (1002–24) in 1024, he gave his support to Emperor Conrad II (1024–39), who along with his consort was crowned with great pomp at St. Peter's Basilica on Easter of 1027. In 1025 he sent the crown to Poland and blessed the coronation of the Polish king Bolesław Chrobry. He was said to be killed by a mob of angry peasants, but no evidence can support the fact, yet the actual cause of death is unknown.
BENEDICT IX  Pope [1032-1044] was the nephew of Pope Benedict VIII (1012–1024) and Pope John XIX (1024–1032). His father obtained the Papal chair for him, granting it to his son in October 1032. He was around 18 to 20 years old when made pontiff and is said to have led an extremely dissolute life whilst also having few qualifications for the papacy other than connections with a socially powerful family. He was accused by Bishop Benno of Piacenza of "many vile adulteries and murders". Pope Victor III in his third book of Dialogues, referred to "his rapes, murders and other unspeakable acts. His life as a pope so vile, so foul, so execrable, that I shudder to think of it." He was briefly forced out of Rome in 1036 but returned with the help of Emperor Conrad II. 

In September 1044 the opposition forced him out of the city again and elected John, Bishop of Sabina, as Pope Sylvester III. Benedict IX's forces returned in April 1045 and expelled his rival, who however kept his claim to the papacy for years. In May 1045, Benedict IX resigned his office to pursue marriage, selling his office to his godfather, the pious priest John Gratian, who named himself Gregory VI. Benedict IX soon regretted his resignation and returned to Rome, taking the city and remaining on the throne until July 1046, although Gregory VI continued to be recognized as the true pope. At the time, Sylvester III also restated his claim. Benedict is usually recognized as having had three terms as pope: the first lasting from his election to his expulsion in favour of Sylvester III (October, 1032 - September, 1044) the second from his return to his selling the papacy to Gregory VI (April - May, 1045) and the third from his return after the death of Clement II to the advent of Damasus II. November, 1047 - July, 1048

German King Henry III (1039-1056) intervened, and at the Council of Sutri in December 1046 Benedict IX and Sylvester III were declared deposed while Gregory VI was encouraged to resign, which he did. The German Bishop Suidger was crowned Pope Clement II. Benedict IX had not attended the council or accepted his deposition. When Clement II died in October 1047, Benedict seized the Lateran Palace in November 1047, but was driven away by German troops in July 1048. To fill the power vacuum, bishop Poppo of Brixen was elected as Pope Damasus II and universally recognized as such. Benedict IX refused to appear on charges of simony in 1049 and was excommunicated.
BENEDICT VIII  Pope [1012-1024] who was opposed by an antipope, Gregory VI (1012), who compelled him to flee Rome. He was restored by Henry II of Germany (1002–24), whom he crowned Emperor on February 14, 1014, and for his entire pontificate remained on good terms with him. In Benedict VIII's pontificate the Saracens renewed their attacks on the southern coasts of Europe, and founded a settlement in Sardinia. The Normans also then began to settle in Italy. The Pope promoted peace in Italy by allying himself with the Normans, defeating the Saracens, and subjugating the Crescentii. He held a synod in Pavia with the Emperor to restrain simony and clerical incontinence. The reformation undertaken by the monastery of Cluny was supported by him .In 1020, he travelled to Germany to confer with Henry II about the renewed Byzantine menace in the Mezzogiorno. Arriving at Bamberg at Eastertide, he consecrated the new cathedral there, obtained a charter from Henry II confirming the donations of Charlemagne (768–814) and Otto the Great (936–973), and visited the monastery of Fulda. He convinced the Emperor to lead an expedition into the south of Italy and subordinate his vassals who had defected to Greek authority.
SYLVESTER III  Pope  [1045]  When Pope Benedict IX (1032–44, 1045, 1047–48) was driven from Rome in September, 1044, John, bishop of Sabina, was elected after fierce and protracted infighting and took the title of Sylvester III in January 1045. He was later charged with having bribed his way into the election; a charge that was never confirmed to be true. Benedict IX issued an excommunication of the new Pope and within three months returned to Rome and expelled his rival, who himself returned to Sabina to again take up his office of bishop in that diocese. Nearly two years later in December 1046 the Council of Sutri deprived him of his bishopric and priesthood and ordered him sent to a monastery. This sentence was obviously suspended because he continued to function and was recognized as Bishop of Sabina until at least 1062, having occupied that see for over fifty years from 1011. A successor bishop to the see of Sabina is recorded for October 1063, indicating that John must have died prior to this date.

GREGORY VI  Pope [1045-1046]  Gratian, the Archpriest of St. John by the Latin Gate, was a man of great reputation for uprightness of character. He was also the godfather of the boy Pope Benedict IX who wishing to marry and vacate a position into which he had been thrust by his family consulted his godfather as to whether he could resign the supreme pontificate. When he was convinced that he might do so, he offered to give up the papacy into the hands of his godfather for a large sum of money. Desiring to rid the See of Rome of this undesirable character John Gratian paid him the money and was recognized as Pope in his stead.

Unfortunately this did not bring peace to the Church as another pope Sylvester III had been appointed by that faction of the nobility which had driven Benedict IX from Rome in 1044, and had then installed him in his stead. Though Benedict IX soon returned, and forced Sylvester III to retire to his See of Sabina, his party contrived apparently to keep some hold on a portion of Rome.
To complicate matters, Benedict IX, unable, it seems, to obtain the bride on whom he had set his heart, soon repented of his resignation, again claimed the papacy, and in his turn is thought to have succeeded in acquiring dominion over a part of the city. With an empty exchequer and a clergy that had largely lost the taste for righteousness, Gregory VI was confronted by an almost hopeless task. Nevertheless, with the aid of his chaplain, Hildebrand who was destined to be the Pope Gregory VII (1073–85), he worked to bring about civil and religious order but his rivals were too strong. He called on Henry III to help and Henry crossed the Alps in the autumn of 1046. A council was summonsed at Sutri where Sylvester was confined to a monastery and Gregory deposed due to his purchasing the See of Rome even though it had been for a good cause. Hildebrand stayed with Gregory until he died and took the name Gregory for his papacy out of respect for Gregory VI 

CLEMENT II [1046-1047] Pope. He was born in Saxony Germany and became bishop of Bamberg in 1040. He participated in the council of Sutri. Henry III nominated him for pope and immediately after his election on Christmas Day 1046 crowned Henry as Holy Roman Emperor. They went on a triumphal tour of south Italy together but the city of Benevento failed to open its gates so Clement interdicted the city. He resolved a problem with three Italian sees giving precedence to Ravenna. He died on 9th October 1047 from lead sugar poisoning as revealed by recent toxicology tests and is uniquely for a pope buried north of the Alps in his beloved Bamberg.
DAMASUS II Pope  [1048] was the second of the German pontiffs nominated by Emperor Henry III (1039–56) after having been requested by Rome. Damasus was a native of Bavaria, he was the third German to become Pope. His original name was Poppo, and he was bishop of Brixen when the Emperor raised him to the papacy. During the intervening period before he could take up his position Benedict IX again set himself up as Pope. Damasus made one unsuccessful attempt to get to Rome but was unable to do so as Margrave Boniface who had been instructed to assist Damasus to get to Rome decided not to go saying ““I cannot go to Rome with you. The Romans have again installed Benedict, and he has won over the whole city to his cause. Besides, I am now an old man.” Damasus returned over the Alps but came back a second time with a terse letter from Henry which at long last forced Boniface to raise troops, eject Benedict IX from the see for the third and last time and install Damasus. Damasus however only reigned for 23 days before dying perhaps of malaria
LEO IX  Pope  [ 1049-1054] is widely considered the most historically significant German Pope of the Middle Ages. He was born Bruno, of noble rank, his father, Count Hugo being a relative of Emperor Conrad II (1024–1039). He became in 1026, a bishop and rendered important political services to his relative Conrad II, and afterwards to Emperor Henry III (1039–1056). He became widely known as an earnest and reforming ecclesiastic by the zeal he showed in spreading the rule of the order of Cluny. On the death of Pope Damasus II (1048), Bruno was selected as his successor by an assembly at Worms in December 1048. However, Bruno said that as a condition of his acceptance he should first proceed to Rome and be freely elected by the voice of clergy and people of Rome. Setting out shortly after Christmas, he was joined by the young monk Hildebrand, who afterwards became Pope Gregory VII (1073–85). They arrived in pilgrim garb at Rome in the following February and was very well received and at his consecration assumed the name of Leo IX.
He favoured traditional morality in his reformation of the Catholic Church. One of his first public acts was to hold the well-known Easter synod of 1049, at which celibacy of the clergy down to the rank of subdeacon was required anew and also he made clear that he was against simony. At another of his Easter Synods they considered the re ordination of those who had been ordained under simony. 
The greater part of the year that followed was occupied in one of those progressions through Italy, Germany and France which form a marked feature in Leo IX's pontificate. After a fourth Easter synod in 1053 Leo IX set out against the Normans in the south with an army of Italians and German volunteers, but his forces suffered total defeat at the Battle of Civitate on June 15th 1053 and while going out to meet the victorious enemy he was received with every token of submission, pleas for forgiveness and oaths of fidelity and homage he was detained from June 1053 to March 1054. Soon after returning to Rome he died on April 19th 1054.

The most momentous event in his papacy however was when Leo IX sent a letter to Michael Cærularius, Patriarch of Constantinople, in 1054, that cited a large portion of the “Donation of Constantine” Leo, believing it genuine, stated that the Roman See possessed both an earthly and a heavenly rule the royal priesthood. The Patriarch rejected the claims of papal primacy, and subsequently the Catholic Church was split in two in the Great East-West Schism of 1054. To cement the schism both Leo and Michael excommunicated each other although Leo had died in the interim.
VICTOR II  Pope  [1055-1057] After the death of Pope Leo IX, a Roman delegation headed by Hildebrand, travelled to Mainz and asked the Emperor for the nomination of a successor. He suggested one of his bishops Gebhard, who was duly nominated in September 1054. taking the name Victor II. In June 1055, Victor met the Emperor at Florence and held a council, which reinforced Pope Leo IX's condemnation of clerical marriage, simony, and the loss of the church's properties. In the following year, he was summoned to the Emperor's side, and was with Henry III when he died at Bodfeld in the Harz on October 5, 1056. As guardian of Henry III's infant son Henry (1056–1105) and adviser of the Empress Agnes, Henry IV's mother and regent, Victor II now wielded enormous power, which he used to maintain peace throughout the empire and to strengthen the papacy against the aggressions of the barons. He died shortly after his return to Italy, at Arezzo, on July 28, 1057. He was buried at Ravenna 

STEPHEN IX  Pope [1057-1058] was a younger brother of Godfrey III, Duke of Lower Lorraine, who, as Marquis of Tuscany played a prominent part in the politics of the period. Frederick, who had been raised to the status of cardinal by Leo IX was for some time papal legate at Constantinople. He was with Leo IX in his unsuccessful expedition against the Normans and shared his problems. Five days after the death of Pope Victor II who had made him cardinal-priest and abbot of Monte Cassino he was chosen to succeed him as Pope Stephen IX . He showed great zeal in enforcing the policies of the Gregorian Reform as to clerical celibacy, and was planning large schemes for the expulsion of the Normans from Italy, and the elevation of his brother to the imperial throne, when he was seized by a severe illness, from which he only partially and temporarily recovered. Stephen IX died at Florence March 29, 1058.
NICHOLAS II  Pope [1059-1061] was at the time of his election the Bishop of Florence. Benedict X was elected in 1058, his election having been arranged by the Count of Tusculum. However, a number of Cardinals alleged that the election was irregular, and that votes had been bought; these cardinals were forced to flee Rome. Hildebrand, when he heard of Benedict X's election, decided to oppose it, and obtained the support for the of election of Gérard de Bourgogne instead. In December 1058, those cardinals who had opposed Benedict X's election met at Siena in December 1058, and elected Nicholas II as Pope. Nicholas II proceeded towards Rome, along the way holding a synod at Sutri, where he pronounced Benedict X deposed and excommunicated. The supporters of Nicholas II then gained control of Rome, and forced Benedict X to flee to the castle of Gerard of Galeria. Having arrived in Rome, Nicholas II then proceeded to wage war against Benedict X and his supporters, with Norman assistance. Eventually he attacked Galeria, forcing Benedict X to surrender and renounce the Papacy. Nicholas II now proceeded to have a treaty with the Normans where they guaranteed the independence of the papacy from Roman nobility and the Emperor. Under his reign Milan was also brought under the control of Rome with the submission of Archbishop Wido.

Previously, Papal elections had been effectively controlled by the Roman aristocracy, unless the Emperor was strong enough to be able to intervene from a distance to impose his will. As a result of the battles with the Antipope Benedict X, Nicholas II wished to reform papal elections. At the synod held in the Lateran at Easter, 1059, Pope Nicholas brought 113 bishops to Rome to consider a number of reforms, including a change in the election procedure. The electoral reform adopted by that synod amounted to a declaration of independence on the part of the church. Henceforth, popes were to be selected by the Cardinals, in assembly at Rome.

ALEXANDER II  Pope [1061-1073]  He was born in Milan. As bishop of Lucca he had been active with Hildebrand [see 1073] in endeavouring to suppress simony and to enforce the celibacy of the clergy. His election, which Hildebrand [Gregory VII] had arranged was not sanctioned by the imperial court of Germany which nominated another candidate, Cadalus, bishop of Parma, who was proclaimed at the council of Basel under the name of antipope Honorius II (1061–72) who marched to Rome, and for a long time threatened his rival's position. Eventually however he was forsaken by the Germanic court and deposed by a council held at Mantua while Alexander II's position remained unchallenged.

In 1065, he criticised Landulf VI of Benevento reminding him "that the conversion of Jews is not to be obtained by force. In 1066, he received ambassadors from William the Conqueror which had been sent to obtain his blessing for the Norman conquest of England. This he gave to them, gifting to them a papal ring, the standard of St. Peter, and a papal edict to present to the English clergy saying that William had been given the papal blessing for his bid for the throne. These favours were instrumental in the submission of the English church and people following the Battle of Hastings. Alexander II initiated the suppression of the 'Alleluia' during the Latin Church's celebration of Lent. He was followed by his associate Hildebrand, who took the title of Gregory VII
GREGORY VII  Pope [1073-1085] known as Hildebrand he was one of the great reforming popes, he is perhaps best known for the part he played in the Investiture Controversy, his dispute with Henry IV, Holy Roman Emperor affirming the primacy of the papal authority and the new canon law governing the election of the pope by the college of cardinals. Hailed as one of the greatest of the Roman pontiffs after his reforms proved successful, Gregory was during his own reign despised by many for his expansive use of papal powers. One commentator describes him as a "rough and violent peasant, enlisting his brute strength in the service of the monastic ideal which he embraced. He was a son of a blacksmith who as a youth was sent to Rome for education. He was involved with the papacy in various ways from the time of Gregory VI. Between 1058 and 1059, he was created archdeacon of the Roman church, becoming the most important figure in the Papal administration. He was again the most powerful figure behind the election of Alexander II in October 1061. The new pontiff put forward the reformation program devised by Hildebrand and his followers. In his years as papal advisor, Hildebrand had an important role in the reconciliation with the Norman kingdom of southern Italy, and, above all, in the introduction of a law which gave the Cardinals exclusive right on the Papal election. On the death of Alexander II he was elected by acclimation which was criticised by his rivals. 

In 1074 Gregory also summoned a council in the Lateran palace, which condemned simony and confirmed celibacy for the Church's members. These decrees were further stressed, under menace of excommunication. In the second council Gregory decreed that that the pope alone could appoint or depose churchmen or move them from see to see, an act which was later to cause the Investiture Controversy.

Henry IV was young and inexperienced and was forced to come to amicable terms with the pope at any cost consequently in May 1074 he did penance at Nuremberg in the presence of the papal legates to atone for his continued friendship with the members of his council who had been banned by Gregory, took an oath of obedience, and promised his support in the work of reforming the Church. This attitude, however, which at first won him the confidence of the pope, was abandoned as soon as he defeated the Saxons by his victory at the Battle of Hohenburg on June 9th 1075 after which Henry tried to reassert his rights as the sovereign of northern Italy without delay. Gregory resisted this with a strongly worded letter accusing Henry of breaching his word. As a result Henry announced the Pope to be deposed  In response Gregory excommunicated Henry. He removed the ban but four years later reimposed it. The second excommunication in 1080 was however seen  in a very different light to the first. Henry attacked and Rome surrendered to him in 1084. Gregory fled the city. Guibert of Ravenna was enthroned as Clement III on March 24th 1084 and Henry was crowned emperor by him soon afterwards. In the meantime Gregory had formed an alliance and was already marching on the city so it was Henry’s turn to flee towards Civita Castellana. The pope was liberated, but, the local people were becoming incensed by the excesses of his Norman allies so Gregory was compelled to withdraw to Monte Cassino, and later to the castle of Salerno by the sea, where he died in the following year.
His life-work was based on his conviction that the Church was founded by God and entrusted with the task of embracing all mankind in a single society in which divine will is the only law. The Church in her capacity as a divine institution is supreme over all human structures, especially the secular state; and that the pope, in his role as head of the Church, is the vice-regent of God on earth, so that disobedience to him implies disobedience to God and a defection from Christianity. However any attempt to interpret this in terms of action would have bound the Church to annihilate not merely a single state, but all states. Thus Gregory, as a politician wanting to achieve some result, was driven in practice to adopt a different standpoint. 
He acknowledged the existence of the state as a dispensation from God and described the coexistence of church and state as a divine ordinance but at no period would he have dreamed of putting the two powers on an equal footing; the superiority of church to state was to him a fact which admitted of no discussion and which he had never doubted. He wished to see all important matters of dispute referred to Rome; appeals were to be addressed to himself; the centralization of ecclesiastical government in Rome naturally involved a curtailment of the powers of bishops. Since these refused to submit voluntarily and tried to assert their traditional independence, his papacy was full of struggles against the higher ranks of the clergy.

VICTOR III  Pope  [1086-1087] who being an only son his desire to embrace the monastic state was strenuously opposed by both his parents. After his father's death in battle with the Normans in 1047, he fled from the marriage which had been arranged for him and obtained permission to enter a monastery where he adopted the name Desiderius. In 1053 he went to live with hermits before joining the community at Monte Casino being raised to cardinal in 1059. Desiderius was the greatest of all the abbots of Monte Cassino with the exception of the founder and his great reputation brought to the abbey many gifts and exemptions. He also caused many books to be copied to form a great library. He and Henry of Cluny attempted to reconcile Henry IV and Gregory but these approaches were greeted with suspicion Gregory proposed him as a successor but he was reluctant as he saw himself as a middle man but with the problems besetting Rome he was seen with his Roman support as the best candidate. Eventually after a twelve month break he was consecrated but spent his papacy retiring to Monte Casino or going to Rome. He was effective as an abbot but his papacy brought little fruit.  In August 1087 a synod of some importance was held at Benevento, which renewed the excommunication of the antipope Clement III and the condemnation of lay investiture, proclaimed a kind of crusade against the Saracens in northern Africa and anathematised Hugh of Lyons and Richard, Abbot of Marseilles. When the council had lasted three days, Victor became seriously ill and retired to Monte Cassino to die. 

URBAN II  Pope  [1088-1089] is best known for starting the First Crusade (1095–99) and setting up the modern day Roman Curia, in the manner of a royal court, to help run the Church. He was one of a few nominees by Gregory VII as a possible successor. He had to cope with Antipope Clement III and in a series of synods renewed declarations of a number of items Clement promoted. Urban II had a lot of correspondence with Archbishop Anselm of Canterbury, to whom he extended an order to come urgently to Rome after the Archbishop's first flight from England. Urban II received an ambassador from the Byzantine Emperor Alexios I Komnenos(1081–1118) asking for help against Muslim Turks, who had taken over most of formerly Byzantine Anatolia. At the Council of Clermont his sermon proved incredibly effective, as he summoned the attending nobility and the people to wrestle the Holy Land and the eastern churches generally from the Seljuk Turks. One of the incentives was given in the following promise “All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins. This I grant them through the power of God with which I am invested.” Far more subtle than the Crusades, but far more successful over the long run, was Urban II's programme of bringing Campania and Sicily firmly into the Catholic sphere, after generations of control from the Byzantine Empire and the Aghlabid and Fatimid emirs in Sicily. His agent in the Sicilian borderlands was the Norman ruler Roger I (1091–1101) upon whom he gave the ability to appoint bishops and collect monies on behalf of the papacy which was a lucrative middle man position. Urban II died on July 29, 1099, fourteen days after the fall of Jerusalem to the Crusaders, but before news of the event had reached Italy;
PASCHAL II Pope [1099-1118] was a monk of the Cluniac order who was created a cardinal priest by Pope Gregory VII about 1076. In the long struggle with the Emperors over investiture, he zealously carried on the policy of Gregory VII, but with only partial success. In 1104 Paschal II succeeded in instigating the Emperor's second son to rebel against his father, but soon found Emperor Henry V (1105–25) even more persistent in maintaining the right of investiture than Emperor Henry IV (1056–1105) had been. The imperial Diet at Mainz invited Paschal II to visit Germany and settle the trouble in January 1106, but the Pope in the Council of Guastalla in 1106 simply renewed the prohibition of investiture. In the same year he brought to an end the investiture struggle in England, in which Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, had been engaged with Henry I of England (1100–35), by retaining to himself exclusive right to invest. Henry V eventually imposed his will on Paschal II and was crowned in Rome in 1111 but the Romans revolted and the concessions Henry had extracted from the Pope were rescinded. There appears to have been little other than manoeuvring for position during this time.

POPES IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY
GELASIUS II  Pope [1118-1119] who became a monk of Monte Cassino and was taken to Rome by Pope Urban II (1088–99), and made cardinal deacon in 1088. As chancellor of the Holy Roman Church from 1089 to 1118, he drastically reformed the papal administration, establishing a permanent staff of clerks for the papacy, overcoming the previous custom of relying on Roman notaries to write papal documents, and introducing the minuscule curial script. His tenure also established the precedent that the papal chancellor should always be a cardinal, and should hold the office for life or until he was elected pope.
Shortly after his unanimous election to succeed Paschal II he was seized by Cencio II Frangipane, a partisan of the Emperor Henry V (1105–25), but freed by a general uprising of the Romans on his behalf. Henry V sought to enforce the privilege of investiture to the papacy conceded to the emperor by Paschal II, but then revoked. He drove Gelasius II from Rome in March 1118, pronounced his election null and void, and set up Burdinus, Archbishop of Braga, as antipope under the name of Gregory VIII (1118–21). Gelasius II fled to Gaeta, where he was ordained priest on 9 March 1118 and on the following day received episcopal consecration. He at once excommunicated Henry V and the antipope and under Norman protection, was able to return to Rome in July; but the disturbances of the imperialist party, especially of the Frangipani, who attacked the Pope while celebrating Mass compelled him to go once more into exile. He set out for France, consecrating the cathedral of Pisa on the way, and arrived at Marseille in October. He was received with great enthusiasm at Avignon, Montpellier and other cities, held a synod at Vienne in January 1119, and was planning to hold a general council to settle the investiture contest when he died at Cluny.

CALLIXTUS II  Pope [1119-1124] who became archbishop of Vienne in 1088 where in a council in 1112 he denounced lay investiture. He excommunicated Emperor Henry V with whom he clashed again when after his election as pope he was opposed by antipope Gregory VIII who had Henry’s support. However after the Concordat of Worms in 1122 Henry abandoned his protégé. At the Concordat which was confirmed in the Lateran council the following year decrees against clerical marriage, and simony. Calixtus also gave judgment for the independence of York in the dispute between the sees of York and Canterbury.
HONORIUS II  Pope [1124-1130] came from a simple rural background In the 12th century, such a successful career from humble beginnings is a mark of outstanding abilities. His learning recommended him to Paschal II who called him to Rome. Appointed cardinal priest in 1099 he was one of the cardinals who accompanied Gelasius II in exile in 1118–1119. As a tested opponent of the emperor's right to select bishops in his territories, the Investiture Controversy he was a natural choice for papal legate. He was sent in 1119 to deal with Henry V, Holy Roman Emperor (1105–25), and delegated with powers to come to an understanding concerning the right of investiture. The struggle came to a successful conclusion with the Concordat of Worms in 1122 which was ratified on September 23rd 1123. During his pontificate the Premonstratensian Order  which is also known as the Norbertines and also that of the Knights Templar, received papal sanction.

INNOCENT II  Pope [1130-1143] In 1130 as Honorius II lay dying, the cardinals decided to entrust the election to a commission of eight men, led by papal chancellor Haimeric, who had his candidate hastily elected as Pope Innocent II. He was consecrated on February 14, the day after Honorius' death. The other cardinals announced that Innocent had not been canonically elected and chose Cardinal Pietro Pierleoni, a Roman whose family were the enemy of Haimeric's supporters, the Frangipani. Pierleoni took the name Pope Anacletus II. Anacletus' mixed group of supporters were powerful enough to take control of Rome while Innocent was forced to flee north. Based on a simple majority Anacletus was the canonically elected pope, and Innocent was the anti-Pope however the legislation of Pope Nicholas II in the famous decree of 1059 pre-empted the choice of the majority of the cardinal priests and cardinal deacons. This rule was changed by the Second Lateran council of 1139.

Anacletus had control of Rome, so Innocent II took ship and eventually arrived in Germany where in October of the same year he was duly acknowledged by Lothar III of Germany and his bishops at the synod of Würzburg. In January 1131, he had also a favourable interview with Henry I of England (1100–35); and in August 1132 Lothar III undertook an expedition to Italy for the double purpose of setting aside Anacletus as antipope and of being crowned by Innocent. Anacletus and his supporters being in secure control of the St. Peter's Basilica, the coronation ultimately took place in the Lateran Church (June 4, 1133), but otherwise the expedition proved abortive. 
A second expedition by Lothar III in 1136 was not more decisive in its results, and the protracted struggle between the rival pontiffs was terminated only by the death of Anacletus II on January 25, 1138. Innocent made a number of his close relatives cardinals By the Second Lateran council of 1139, at which Roger II of Sicily (1130–54), Innocent II's most uncompromising foe, was excommunicated, peace was at last restored to the Church.  On March 22nd 1139, Roger II's son Roger III, Duke of Apulia ambushed the papal troops with a thousand knights and captured Innocent. On March 25, 1139, Innocent was forced to acknowledge the kingship and possessions of Roger with the Treaty of Mignano. Innocent II died on September 24TH 1143.
CELESTINE II  Pope [1143-1144] Pope. He studied under Peter Abelard [see 1122] and was only pope for less than six months. In his brief reign he absolved Louis VII of France at the King’s request and removed the interdict on his country which had been in place for three years.
LUCIUS II  Pope [1144-1145] was from Bologna and was papal legate in Germany for Honorius II and later for Innocent II and it was due mainly to his efforts that Lothair III made two expeditions to Italy for the purpose of protecting Pope Innocent II against the antipope Anacletus II . Innocent II appointed him papal chancellor and librarian. His stormy pontificate was marked by the arrival of a revolutionary republic at Rome which sought to deprive the Pope of his temporal power and by the recognition of papal suzerainty over Portugal. In 1144 he met Roger II of Sicily (1130–54) at Ceprano to clarify the duties of Roger as vassal of the Holy See. Lucius II was not willing to accept the demands of Roger and rejected them, but Roger II forced him to accept his conditions by sending his general Robert of Selby against him. The Roman Senate, which practically took all temporal power from the Pope during the pontificate of Innocent II and was dissolved by Lucius II, was resurrected, encouraged by his defeat. Lucius II called unsuccessfully for the help of Emperor Conrad III (1138–52) against the Senate and he finally marched against them with a small army. This fight was lost by his army during which he was seriously injured by a thrown stone and died a few days later from his injuries

EUGENE III  Pope [1145-1153] born Bernardo da Pisa. He was the first Cistercian to become Pope and was ordained to the priesthood by Pope Innocent II, who resided at that time in Pisa. Under the influence of Bernard of Clairvaux he entered the Cistercian Order in the monastery of Clairvaux in 1138. A year later he returned to Italy as leader of a Cistercian community. In Autumn 1140 Pope Innocent II named him abbot of a monastery outside Rome  He was elected pope in February 1145 and took the name Eugene III. He owed his elevation partly to the fact that none were eager to accept an office the duties of which were at the time so difficult and dangerous, but chiefly to his being the friend and pupil of Bernard of Clairvaux, the most influential ecclesiastic of the Western Church at that time and a strong advocate of the pope's temporal authority. The choice had not, however, the approval of Bernard, who remonstrated against the election on account of the "innocence and simplicity" of Eugene III; but after the choice was made he took advantage of the qualities in Eugene III which he objected to, so as to virtually rule in his name. During nearly the whole of his pontificate Eugene III was unable to reside in Rome. Hardly had he left the city to be consecrated in a monastery about 40 km north of Rome  when the citizens, under the influence of Arnold of Brescia, the great opponent of the Pope's temporal power, established the old Roman constitution, the Commune of Rome and elected Giordano Pierleoni to be patrician. 
Eugene III appealed for help to Tivoli, Italy, to other cities at war with Rome, and to Roger II of Sicily who sent his general Robert of Selby and with their aid was successful in making such conditions with the Roman citizens as enabled him for a time to hold the semblance of authority in his capital; but as he would not agree to a treacherous compact against Tivoli, he was compelled to leave the city in March 1146 ultimately arriving in France. On hearing of the fall of Edessa to the Turks, he had, in December 1145, addressed a  bull  to Louis VII of France (1137–80), calling on him to take part in another crusade; and at a great diet held at Speyer in 1146 the Emperor Conrad III (1138–52) also, and many of his nobles, were, by the eloquence of Bernard, incited to dedicate themselves to the Crusade. He held synods in northern Europe, at Paris, Rheims, and Trier in 1147 and 1149 which were devoted to the reform of clerical life. In 1149, Eugene III returned to Italy. Emperor Frederick I Barbarossa (1152-90) had promised to aid him as the citizens of Rome were still antagonistic but the death of Eugene III at Tivoli, on July 8, 1153, prevented the fulfilment of the promise

ANASTASIUS IV  Pope [1153-1154]  was a Roman and was created a cardinal-priest by Pope Paschal II. At the time of his election to the papacy in July 1153 he was dean of the College of Cardinals and probably the oldest member of that body. 
During his short pontificate he played the part of a peacemaker; he came to terms with the Emperor Frederick I in the question of the appointment to the see of Magdeburg and closed the long quarrel, which had raged through four pontificates, about the appointment of William Fitzherbert, commonly known as St William of York, to the see of York, by sending him the pallium, in spite of the continued opposition of the powerful Cistercian order.

ADRIAN IV  Pope [1154-1158]  He was Pope from 3 December 1154 to 1 September, 1159 and the only Englishman who has occupied the papal chair. His father was Robert who later became a monk at St Albans. He went to Paris and became abbot of St. Rufus monastery near Arles where his reforming zeal led to the lodging of complaints against him at Rome; but these merely attracted to him the favourable attention of Pope Eugene III (1145–1153), who created him cardinal bishop of Albano in December 1149. From 1152 to 1154 Nicholas was in Scandinavia as papal legate. On his return Nicholas was received with great honour by Pope Anastasius IV (1153–1154). On the death of Anastasius, Nicholas was elected pope.

In 1155, Byzantine Emperor Manuel Comnenus invaded Italy from the south, landing his forces in the region of Apulia. This was welcomed by Adrian as the papacy had not had a good relationship with the Normans of Sicily. There was talk of a reunion of the eastern and western church but Adrian required that Rome would be the ruler. After problems with the leadership of the Byzantines Sicily won the war at the battle of Brindisi. Adrian is reputed to have granted overlordship of Ireland to Henry II of England. At the time of his death he was in conflict with Emperor Barbarossa and was about to excommunicate the Emperor when he died at Anagni on 1 September, 1159, reputedly choking on a fly in his wine, but most probably of a complication of a throat complaint.

ALEXANDER III Pope [1159-1181] was born in Siena. In 1153, he became papal chancellor, and was the leader of the cardinals opposed to Frederick I Barbarossa (1152–1190). He negotiated the Treaty of Benevento, restoring peaceful relations between Rome and the Kingdom of Sicily. On September 7, 1159, he was chosen the successor of Pope Adrian IV (1154–1159). However a minority of the cardinals, elected the cardinal priest Octavian, who assumed the name of Victor IV (1159–1164). This antipope, and his successors antipope Paschal III (1164–68) and antipope Calixtus III (1168–1178), had the imperial support; but after the defeat of Legnano (1176), Barbarossa finally (in the Peace of Venice 1177) recognized Alexander III as pope. Apart from Barbarossa, he humbled Henry II of England concerning the murder of Thomas Becket in 1170 but in 1172 confirmed the position of Henry as Lord of Ireland. On March 12, 1178, Alexander III returned to Rome, which he had been compelled to leave twice: the first time from 1162, when he was sent into a Campanian exile by Oddone Frangipane following his brief arrest and detainment, until November 23, 1165; and again in 1167. The first period he spent in France, the latter in Italy

Alexander III was the first pope known to have to paid direct attention to missionary activities east of the Baltic Sea. In 1165, his close friend, Eskil, the Archbishop of Lund, appointed a Benedictine monk Fulco as a bishop in Estonia. In 1171, he became the first pope to address the situation of the Church in Finland, with Finns harassing the priests and only relying on God at the time of war. In March 1179, Alexander III held the Third Council of the Lateran where it was agreed that no one may be elected pope without the votes of two-thirds of the cardinals, a rule only slightly altered in 1996 which allowed a simple majority vote after thirty indecisive ballots. Soon after the close of the synod the Roman republic forced Alexander III to leave Rome which he never re-entered; and on September 29, 1179, some nobles set up the antipope Innocent III (1179–1180). By the judicious use of money, however, Alexander III got him into his power, so that he was deposed in January, 1180. In 1181, Alexander III excommunicated William I of Scotland and put the kingdom under an interdict. He died on August 30, 1181.
LUCIUS III  Pope [1181-1185] He was made a Cardinal Bishop of Ostia in 1158 and became dean of the Sacred College of Cardinals and one of the most influential cardinals under Pope Alexander III (1159–1181).

After being elected Pope, he lived at Rome from November 1181 to March 1182, but dissensions in the city compelled him to pass the remainder of his pontificate in exile. He disputed with the Emperor Frederick I (1152–1190) the disposal of the territories of the late Countess Matilda of Tuscany. The controversy over the succession to the inheritance of the Countess had been left unsettled by the peace of 1177, and the Emperor proposed in 1182 that the Curia should renounce its claim, receiving in exchange two-tenths of the imperial income from Italy, one-tenth for the Pope and the other tenth for the cardinals. Lucius consented neither to this proposition nor to another compromise suggested by Frederick I the next year; nor did a personal discussion between the two potentates at Verona in October 1184, lead to any definite result. 
In the meantime other causes of disagreement appeared in the Pope's refusal to comply with Frederick I's wishes as to the regulation of German Episcopal elections which had taken place during the schism, and especially as to the contested election to the see of Treves in 1183. He also declined in 1185 to crown Henry VI (1190–1197) as Frederick I's destined successor, and the breach between the Empire and the Curia became wider. In November 1184 he held a synod at Verona which condemned the Cathars, Paterines, Waldensians and Arnoldists, and anathematized all those declared as heretics and their abettors. Contrary to what is often said, he did not institute the Inquisition, which was not created until the reign of Pope Gregory IX in 1234. In 1185 preparations began for the Third Crusade in answer to the appeals of Baldwin IV of Jerusalem (1174–1185) but before they were completed, Lucius died in Verona.

URBAN III  Pope [1185-1187] He was made cardinal and archbishop of Milan by Pope Lucius III, whom he succeeded on November 25, 1185. He vigorously took up his predecessor's quarrels with the Emperor Frederick I Barbarossa, including the standing dispute about the succession of territories of the countess Matilda of Tuscany. Even after his elevation to the Papacy, he continued to hold the archbishopric of Milan, and in this capacity refused to crown as King of Italy Frederick I's son Prince Henry, who had married Constantia, the heiress of the kingdom of Sicily. While Henry in the south cooperated with the rebel senate of Rome, Frederick I in the north blocked the passes of the Alps and cut off all communication between the Pope, then living in Verona, and his German adherents. Urban III now resolved on excommunicating Frederick I, but the Veronese protested against such a proceeding being resorted to within their walls. He accordingly withdrew to Ferrara, but died supposedly of grief upon hearing news of the Crusader defeat in July 1187 at the Battle of Hattin. before he could give effect to his intentions.

GREGORY VIII [1187] was the son of a nobleman who became a monk early in life and later became a professor of canon law in Bologna. In 1156 Adrian IV made him cardinal-deacon and in 1158 he became cardinal-priest. As a papal legate of Pope Alexander III, he was sent to teach canon law throughout Europe in the 1160s, and was sent to Portugal to crown Afonso II. He also brought an offer of reconciliation in 1163 to Holy Roman Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, whom Pope Alexander III had excommunicated in 1160. Alexander also sent him to England to investigate the murder of Thomas Becket, and he absolved King Henry II of the murder during the Council of Avranches. In 1178 he was named Chancellor of the Holy Roman Church. It was in this position that he compiled a collection of official papal acts. On October 21, 1187, the day after the death of Pope Urban III, he was elected Pope and took the name Gregory VIII, in honour of Pope Gregory VII. He was consecrated on October 25. His previous dealings with Frederick Barbarossa put the church back in a friendly relationship with the Holy Roman Emperor. In response to the defeat of the crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem at the Battle of Hattin, Gregory issued a papal bull calling for the Third Crusade. Gregory died in Pisa on December 17, 1187 of a fever. after holding the papacy for only 57 days. 

CLEMENT III  Pope [1187-1191] . He was born in Rome around 1130 and after his accession in 1187 was able to resolve problems that had existed for fifty years between the Popes and Rome. He encouraged Henry II of England and Philip II of France to undertake the third crusade [see 1189]. Clement also settled a disagreement between William I of Scotland and the see of York giving independence to the Archbishop of St Andrews making it answerable to Rome itself.
CELESTINE III  Pope [1191-1198] A follower in his youth of Abelard [see 1122] By the time he became pope he was noted as a theologian, administrator and negotiator. He crowned Henry IV in 1191 and his clever promise to lead a Crusade in 1195 but made sure that it had a wide base by having it preached in other countries. He continued the extension of papal jurisdiction particularly by using delegate judges to hear disputed cases.
INNOCENT III  Pope [1198-1216] was one of the great popes of the Middle Ages and was elected unanimously to the papacy at the age of thirty seven. He was a member of one of the noble families of Rome He studied theology and canon law and was made a cardinal by Clement II in 1190. He wrote a book entitled “On the contempt of the world” which was a study of asceticism and contemplation which became popular throughout Europe. He had a keen intellect and knew what had to be done for the Roman Church to dominate all human relationships. His dealings with European monarchs showed his desire to be viewed as the supreme arbiter in all cases and the preserver of unity throughout Christendom. 
Following the collapse of German rule in Italy after the death of Henry VI he was able to restore and expand the papal states thus preventing the unification of Italy. The fourth crusade was launched in 1202 resulting in the Latin Empire of Constantinople but this failed to unify the Empires  He called the famous fourth Lateran conference in 1215 as a result of which seventy decrees were given including the official approval of the word transubstantiation, the suppression of heresy, the role of the church in secular justice, the necessity of paying the tithe and several other items which shaped church policy for centuries. The council also fixed 1217 as the year of a crusade against Islam. In England Innocent put England under interdict and excommunicated King John for his refusal to allow the papal appointee for the Archbishop of Canterbury Stephen Langton to enter the country. John submitted in 1213. Innocent also intervened in the matrimonial affairs of such monarchs as Peter II of Aragon, Alphonso IX of Leon and Philip[ II of France

POPES IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY
HONORIUS III Pope [1216-1227] Innocent III raised him to the rank of a Cardinal Priest in 1200 and on July 18, 1216, seventeen cardinals present at the death of Innocent III assembled at Perugia, where Innocent III had died two days previously, with the purpose of electing a new Pope. The troubled state of affairs in Italy, the threatening attitude of the Tatars, and the fear of a schism induced the cardinals to agree to an election by compromise. Their choice fell upon Cencio Camerario, who accepted the tiara with reluctance and took the name of Honorius III. He was consecrated at Perugia on July 24, was crowned at Rome 31 August, and took possession of the Lateran 3 September 1216. The Roman people were greatly elated at the election, for Honorius III was himself a Roman and by his extreme kindness had endeared himself to the hearts of all. Like his famous predecessor Innocent III, he set his mind on the achievement of two great things, the recovery of the Holy Land in the Fifth Crusade and a spiritual reform of the entire Church; but much in contrast with Innocent III he sought these achievements by kindness and indulgence rather than by force and severity. Honorius III really had too large a task; besides the liberation of the Holy Land, he felt bound to forward the repression of Cathar heresy in the south of France, the war for the faith in the Spanish peninsula, the planting of Christianity in the lands along the Baltic Sea, and the maintenance of the impossible Latin empire in Constantinople.

The Fifth Crusade was endorsed by the Lateran Council of 1215, and he started preparations for the crusade to begin in 1217. Honorius III was aware that there was only one man in Europe who could bring about the recovery of the Holy Land, and that man was his former pupil Frederick II (1212–50) of Germany. Like many other rulers, Frederick II had taken an oath to embark for the Holy Land in 1217 but he hung back, and Honorius III repeatedly put off the date for the beginning of the expedition. In April 1220, Frederick II was elected Emperor, and on November 22, 1220 he was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in Rome. In spite of the insistence of Honorius III, Frederick II still delayed, and the Egyptian campaign failed miserably with the loss of Damietta on September 8th 1221).Frederick’ departure was further delayed by his wedding and it was not until 1227 that he was ready to go. In the midst of it, however, Pope Honorius III died in Rome on March 18, 1227 without seeing the achievement of his hopes. 
Honorius III gave papal sanction to the Dominican order in 1216, and to the Franciscan in 1223. During his pontificate also many of the tertiary orders first came into existence. He approved in 1221 the Franciscan Brothers and Sisters of Penance Rule and on January 30, 1226, he approved the Carmelite Order. He was keen to educate the clergy approving the religious congregation “Valley of scholars” which had been founded by four professors of theology at the University of Paris. He deposed two bishops due to their lack of education. He was also an author 
GREGORY IX  Pope [1227-1241] was a relation to Innocent III who promoted him to Cardinal Bishop in 1206
He was also Cardinal Protector of the Order of Franciscans. Gregory IX began his reign by suspending the Emperor, then lying sick at Otranto, for tardiness in carrying out the promised Sixth Crusade. Frederick II went to the Holy Land and skirmished with the Saracens to fulfil his vow, but was soon back in Italy, where Gregory IX had taken advantage of his absence by invading his territories. A consequent invasion of the Papal states in 1228 having proved unsuccessful, the Emperor was constrained to give in his submission and beg for absolution. Although peace was thus secured (August 1230) for a season, the Roman people were far from satisfied; driven by a revolt from his own capital in June 1232, the Pope was compelled to take refuge at Anagni and invoke the aid of Frederick II. Gregory IX and Hohenstaufen came to a truce, but when Frederick II defeated the Lombard League in 1239, the possibility that he might dominate all of Italy, surrounding the Papal States, became a very real threat. 
A new outbreak of hostility led to a fresh excommunication of the emperor in 1239, and to a prolonged war. Gregory IX denounced Frederick II as a heretic and summoned a council at Rome to give point to his anathema, at which Frederick II attempted to capture or sink as many ships carrying prelates to the synod as he could. Eberhard II von Truchsees, Prince-Archbishop of Salzburg in 1241 at the Council of Regensburg declared that Gregory IX was "that man of perdition, whom they call Antichrist, who in his extravagant boasting says, I am God, I cannot err. The struggle was only terminated by the death of Gregory IX on August 22, 1241. He died before events could reach their climax; it was his successor, aptly named Pope Innocent IV (1243-54) who declared 
This pope, being a remarkably skilful and learned lawyer prepared the New Compilation of Papal Decrees in 1234. This was the culmination of a long process of systematising the mass of pronouncements that had accumulated since the Early Middle Ages and provided the foundation for papal legal theory. Gregory IX believed the problem of heresy needed serious attention and was not content with leaving it to the bishops, who might have been lax, but extended central control in this essential area as well. In 1231, he established the Papal Inquisition to deal with it, although he did not approve the use of torture as a tool of investigation or for penance. Gregory IX was a principal figure in the cementing and institutionalizing of Church teaching that discriminated against Jews and condemned them to an inferior status in Christendom. In 1234 he instituted the doctrine of perpetual servitude of the Jews with the force of canonical law. According to this, Jews would have to remain in a condition of political servitude and abject humiliation until Judgment Day. The second-class status of Jews thereby established would last until well into the 19th century. Perhaps his most lasting action was a minor item: saying in his papal letter Vox in Rama of 1232 that cats were an instrument of the devil and a symbol of heresy. This led to a great reduction in the number of cats, which, a hundred years later, contributed to the quick spread of the Black Death plague, which killed 1/3 to 1/2 of the population of Europe

CELESTINE IV [1241] Pope. He was born in Milan and was elected pope by only seven cardinals amidst rivalry and conflict. He died seventeen days later due to old age and exhaustion.
INNOCENT IV Pope [1243-1254] Born of a family which produced another pope Adrian V and several cardinals he was trained in canon and Roman law at Bologna. He was made a cardinal in 1227 and did not rise to the papacy until some eighteen months after the death of Celestine IV due to pressure exerted by Emperor Frederick II. Innocent excommunicated him and charged Frederick with perjury and heresy at the Council of Lyons in 1245. It was only after Innocent’s death that and agreement was reached between papacy and empire. 

ALEXANDER IV  Pope [1254-1261] His uncle, Pope Gregory IX [see 1227] made him cardinal deacon and Protector of the Order of Franciscans in 1227, On the death of Pope Innocent IV (1243-1254) he was elected Pope at Naples on December 12, 1254. He continued Innocent IV policy of implacable hostility to the House of Hohenstaufen. His pontificate was characterised by efforts to unite the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches, by the establishment of the Inquisition in France, by favours shown to the mendicant orders, and by an attempt to organize a crusade against the Tatars after their second raid against Poland in 1259. On 12 April, 1261, shortly before his death, he issued a papal bull for Henry III of England, absolving him of oaths taken in the Provisions of Oxford, which was instrumental in the Second Barons' War.

URBAN IV  Pope  [1261-1264] who was the son of a cobbler of Troyes, France who studied theology and common law in Paris, and was became Archdeacon of Liège. At the First Council of Lyon in 1245 he attracted the attention of Innocent IV who sent him on two missions in Germany. One of the missions was to negotiate the Treaty of Christburg between the pagan Prussians and the Teutonic Knights. In 1255 Alexander IV made him Patriarch of Jerusalem. He had returned from Jerusalem which was in dire straits and was at Viterbo seeking help for the oppressed Christians in the East when Alexander IV died, and after a three-month vacancy he was chosen by the eight cardinals of the Sacred College to succeed him on August 29th 1261, taking the name of Urban IV. The Latin Empire of Constantinople came to an end with the capture of the city by the Greeks led by their Emperor Michael VIII a fortnight before Urban IV's election so he attempted without success to stir up a crusade to restore the Latin Empire. The festival of Corpus Christi ("the Body of Christ") was instituted by Urban IV in 1264. During his reign there were many political shifts in alliances. Negotiations were nearing completion when Urban IV  died in 1264. 

CLEMENT IV Pope [1265-1268] Clement had a somewhat unusual history prior to being elected pope. He was a widower who had been both a soldier and lawyer before entering the priesthood after the death of his wife. His rise in the church was quick being consecrated in 1265 at the pope only nine years after becoming a bishop. During this time the Vatican was in conflict with Manfred of the Hohenstaufen dynasty . Clement sided with Charles of Anjou who eventually defeated the enemy at the battle of Tagliacozzo. Following the death of Clement IV in November 1268 the papacy vacancy remained unfilled because there were many unresolved problems amongst the cardinals.
GREGORY X  Pope [1271-1276] He was elected by the papal election from 1268–1271 which was the longest papal election in the history of the Roman Catholic Church. The equally split French and Italian cardinals each wanted a Pope from their country due to the ongoing political situation with Charles of Anjou. The deadlock was finally broken when the citizens of Viterbo, where the cardinals were assembled, removed the roof from the building where the cardinals were meeting and locked them in, only allowing them bread and water. Three days later, Pope Gregory X was elected  Born in Piacenza, he spent most of his ecclesiastical career in the Low Countries.

His election came as a complete surprise to him, occurring while he was engaged in the Ninth Crusade to Acre with Edward I of England (1239 - 1307) in Palestine. Not wanting to leave his mission, his first action as Pope was to send out appeals for aid to the Crusaders, and at his final sermon at Acre just before leaving to sail for Italy he famously said "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning" which is a quote from Psalm 137. As soon as he was elected in 1271, Pope Gregory received a letter from the Mongol Great Khan Kublai, brought by Niccolo and Maffeo Polo following their travels to his court in Mongolia. Kublai was asking for the dispatch of a hundred missionaries, and some oil from the lamp of the Holy Sepulchre. The new Pope could spare only two friars and some lamp oil. The friars turned back soon after the party left for Mongolia. The two Polos, this time accompanied by the young Marco Polo, returned to the Mongol Empire taking the oil from the Pope to Kublai Khan in 1275. On his arrival at Rome his first act was to summon the council which met at the Second Council of Lyons in 1274 for the purpose of considering the East-West Schism, the condition of the Holy Land, and the abuses of the Roman Catholic Church. It was while returning from that council that he died at Arezzo. Sometime between 1271 and 1276, Gregory wrote a letter against the charges of "blood libel" and persecution against the Jews.

INNOCENT V  Pope  [1276] He was born in south eastern France and as a young person joined the Dominican Order, in which he acquired great fame as a preacher. He was the first member of that order to become pope. Pope Innocent V was the author of several works in philosophy, theology, and canon law, including commentaries on the Pauline epistles. The only noteworthy feature of his brief and uneventful pontificate was his desire for reunion with the Eastern Church. He was proceeding to send legates to Michael VIII (1261-1282), the Eastern Roman Emperor, in connection with the recent decisions of the Second Council of Lyons, when he died at Rome. 

ADRIAN V Pope [1276] Pope. Pope Adrian V was born Ottobuono de' Fieschi, and was Pope in 1276 being elected under the influence of Charles of Anjou on July 12, 1276, but died at Viterbo later that year on August 18, 1276 without ever having been ordained to the priesthood. His first clerical position came in 1243 when he was created a papal chaplain and eventually he was created Cardinal Deacon of San Adriano by his uncle Pope Innocent IV (1243–54). 

Pope Clement IVHe was sent to England in 1265 by  (1265–68) to mediate between Henry III of England (1216–72) and his barons, and to preach the Crusades. He remained there for several years and his diplomatic position was such that his name is still on the oldest extant piece of English statute law, the Statute of Marlborough of 1267, where the formal title mentions as a witness "the Lord Ottobon, at that time legate in England". In April 1268 he issued a set of canons, which formed the basis of church law in England until the reformation of the sixteenth century.

JOHN XXI  Pope [1276-1277] was a native of Portugal and uniquely a papal physician. He studied in Lisbon and Paris and taught medicine at Sienna. He became physician to Gregory X who created him a cardinal bishop in 1273. After the death of Adrian V he was elected Pope at the conclave of cardinals on September 13th 1276 and crowned a week later. 
One of John XXI's few acts during his brief rule was to reverse the decree recently passed at the Second Council of Lyon of 1274, which not only confined cardinals in solitude until they elected a successor Pope, but also progressively restricted their supplies of food and wine if their deliberation took too long. John attempted to launch a crusade for the Holy Land, pushed for a union with the Eastern church, and did what he could to maintain peace between the Christian nations. He also launched a drive to convert the Tatars, which came to nothing. He was seriously injured while he lay sleeping part of the roof fell in and he died eight days later.

NICHOLAS III  Pope [277-1280] was a Roman nobleman who had served under eight Popes, been made protector of the Franciscans by Alexander IV and inquisitor-general by Urban IV Nicholas' brief pontificate was marked by several important events. A born politician, he greatly strengthened the papal position in Italy. He concluded an agreement with Rudolph I of Habsburg (1273–91) in May 1278, by which Rome and the exarchate of Ravenna were guaranteed to the Pope. He also discussed with Rudolph, the splitting the German Empire into four separate kingdoms Lombardy, Burgundy, Tuscia and Germany, where Rudolph's kingdom would be made hereditary in addition to himself becoming emperor. 
In July 1278 Nicholas III issued an epoch-making constitution for the government of Rome, which forbade foreigners taking civil office. Nicholas' father had been a personal friend of Francis of Assisi, and he himself had to focus much of his attention on the Franciscan order. He issued a bull in 1279 to settle the strife within the order between the parties of strict and loose observance. He died of a cardiovascular event. Nicholas III, though a man of learning noted for his strength of character, was known for his excessive nepotism. He elevated three of his closest relatives to the cardinalate, and gave others important positions. His alleged discussions with king Rudolph could be interpreted as an attempt to find principalities for his nephews and other relations.
MARTIN IV  Pope [ 1281-1285] was a French pope who rose to the position of Chancellor of France under Louis IX which he held until his election as pope. He was a papal legate from the reign of Urban IV onwards. 
Six months after the death of Nicholas III Charles of Anjou imprisoned two influential Italian cardinals, on the grounds that they were interfering with the election and without their opposition, Martin IV was unanimously elected to the papacy on February 22nd 1281. Because of the hatred of the Romans for this Frenchman he could not be crowned in Rome

Dependent on Charles of Anjou in nearly everything, the new Pope quickly appointed him to the position of Roman Senator. At the insistence of Charles, Martin IV excommunicated the Byzantine Emperor Michael VIII Palaeologus (1261-1282), who stood in the way of Charles' plans to restore the Latin Empire of the East that had been established in the aftermath of the Fourth Crusade. He thus broke the tenuous union which had been reached between the Greek and the Latin Churches at the Second Council of Lyons in 1274, and further compromise was rendered impossible. In 1282, Charles was overthrown in the violent massacre known as the Sicilian Vespers. The Sicilians had elected Peter III of Aragon (1276-1285) as their King and sought papal confirmation but Martin IV used all the spiritual and material resources at his command against the Aragonese, trying to preserve Sicily for the House of Anjou. He excommunicated Peter III, declared his kingdom of Aragon forfeit, and ordered a crusade against him, but it was all in vain. With the death of his protector Charles of Anjou, Martin was unable to remain at Rome. Pope Martin IV died at Perugia on March 28, 1285.

HONORIUS IV  Pope [ 1285-1287] During his unremarkable pontificate he largely continued to pursue the pro-French policy of his predecessor. He was the last Pope who was married before he took Holy Orders. He studied in Paris In 1274 he accompanied Gregory X to the Council of Lyon. His election was one of the speediest in the history of the papacy. On May 20, he was consecrated bishop and crowned Pope in the Basilica of St. Peter. Honorius IV was already advanced in age and so severely affected with gout that he could neither stand nor walk. Rome and the States of the Church enjoyed a period of tranquillity during the pontificate of Honorius IV, the like of which they had not enjoyed for many years. The continuous disturbances in Rome during the pontificate of Martin IV had not allowed that pope to reside in Rome, but now the Romans warmly invited Honorius IV to make Rome his permanent residence. He inherited plans for another crusade, but confined himself to collecting the tithes imposed by the Council of Lyon, arranging with the great banking-houses of Florence, Siena, and Pistoia to act as his agents. He often appointed them to special missions and to bishoprics, and gave them exclusive charge of the Inquisition. He also approved the Carmelites and the Augustinian hermits but opposed the Apostolic Brethren, an order embracing evangelical poverty that had been started in 1260 and in 1286 issued a bull condemning them as heretics. 
At the University of Paris he encouraged the establishment of chairs for Eastern languages in order to give an opportunity for the conversion of the Muslims and the reunion of the schismatic churches in the  East. The Mongol ruler Arghun sent an ambassador with a letter to Pope Honorius IV in 1285, a Latin translation of which is preserved in the Vatican. It mentions the links to Christianity of Arghun's family, and proposes a combined military conquest of Muslim lands. Honorius IV was hardly capable of acting on this invasion and could not muster the military support necessary to achieve this plan.
NICHOLAS IV  Pope [1288-1292] was a Franciscan monk who had been legate to the Greeks under Gregory X and was made Cardinal Bishop by Martin IV. He steered a middle course between the factions at Rome, and sought a settlement of the Sicilian question. In May 1289 he crowned King Charles II of Naples and Sicily (1285–1309) after the latter had expressly recognized papal suzerainty, and in February 1291 concluded a treaty with Alfonso III of Aragon (1285–91) and Philip IV of France (1285–1314) looking toward the expulsion of James II of Aragon (1285–96) from Sicily. The loss of Acre in 1291 stirred Nicholas IV to renewed enthusiasm for a crusade. He sent missionaries, among them the celebrated Franciscan missionary, John of Monte Corvino, to labour among the Bulgarians, Ethiopians, Mongols, Tatars and Chinese. Nicholas IV issued an important policy on July 18th 1289, which granted to the cardinals one-half of all income accruing to the Roman see and a share in the financial management thereby paving the way for that independence of the College of Cardinals which, in the following century, was to be of detriment to the papacy.
CELESTINE V Pope [1294] who was a noted hermit and founded a community of disciples later called the Celestines [see 1251] His election as Pope was a conscious attempt to raise the spiritual tone of the papacy which had been debilitated by political involvement in the War of the Vespers. He resigned in 1294 and was succeeded by Boniface VIII who because he feared a popular rising by Celestine's followers had him imprisoned until his death in 1296.

BONIFACE VIII Pope [1294-1303] In 1252, when his uncle Peter Caetani became bishop of Todi, in Umbria he went with him and began his legal studies there. In 1264 he became part of the Roman Curia where he served as secretary to Cardinal Simon of Brie on a mission to France. In 1265 he accompanied Cardinal Ottobono Fieschi to England (1265–1268) in order to suppress a rebellion by a group of barons against Henry III, the King of England. He was sent to France to supervise the collection of a tithe in 1276 and then became a papal notary in the late 1270s. During this time he accumulated seventeen benefices which he was permitted to keep when he was promoted, first to cardinal deacon in 1281 and then 10 years later as cardinal priest. Boniface was elected on December 24, 1294 after Pope Celestine V abdicated after Celestine had been shown that such a move was legal. 

One of his first acts as pontiff was to imprison his predecessor in the Castle of Fumone in Ferentino, where Celestine died at the age of 81, attended by two monks of his order. In 1300, Boniface VIII formalized the jubilees, which afterwards became a source of both profit and scandal to the church. Boniface VIII founded the University of Rome in 1303. He put forward some of the strongest claims to temporal, as well as spiritual, supremacy of any Pope and constantly involved himself with foreign affairs. In his Bull of 1302, Boniface VIII proclaimed that it "is absolutely necessary for salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman  pontiff", pushing papal supremacy to its historical extreme. In the field of canon law Boniface VIII continues to have great influence.

The conflict between Boniface VIII and Philip IV of France [see 1285] came at a time of expanding nation states and the desire for the consolidation of power by the increasingly powerful monarchs. The increase in monarchical power in the rising nation states and its conflicts with the Church of Rome were increased by the rise to power of Philip IV. During his reign, Philip surrounded himself with the best civil lawyers, and decidedly expelled the clergy from all participation in the administration of the law. With the clergy beginning to be taxed Boniface took a hard stand against it. He saw the taxation as an assault on traditional clerical rights, and ruled in 1296 forbidding lay taxation of the clergy without prior papal approval. Philip retaliated against the bull by denying the exportation of money from France to Rome, funds that the Church required to operate. Boniface had no choice but to meet Philip's demands quickly by allowing taxation only "during an emergency". 

In retaliation in 1301, Philip was sent a Papal Bull informing him that "God has set popes over kings and kingdoms." The feud between the two reached its peak in the early 14th century when Philip began to launch a strong anti-papal campaign against Boniface. 
On November 18, 1302, Boniface issued one of the most important papal bulls of Catholic history which declared that both spiritual and temporal power were under the pope's jurisdiction, and that kings were subordinate to the power of the Church. In response, Guillaume de Nogaret, Philip's chief minister, denounced Boniface as a heretical criminal to the French clergy. In 1303, Philip and Nogaret were excommunicated however, on September 7, 1303 an army led by Nogaret surprised Boniface at his retreat in Anagni. The King demanded that he resign, to which Boniface VIII responded that he would "sooner die". In response Boniface was beaten badly and nearly executed but was released from captivity after three days. He died a month later of "shame", on October 11, 1303. After the papacy had been removed to Avignon during the time of Pope Clement V in 1309, he consented to a post-mortem trial by an ecclesiastical consistory at Groseau, near Avignon, which held preliminary examinations in August and September of 1310. A judicial investigation against the memory of Boniface was held and collected testimonies that alleged many heretical opinions of Boniface VIII. This included the offence of sodomy, although there is little substantive evidence for this and it is more likely that this was the standard accusation Philip made against enemies. Before the actual trial could be held, Clement persuaded Philip to leave the question of Boniface's guilt to the Council of Vienne, which met in 1311 where the matter lapsed. 

POPES IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY
BENEDICT XI Pope [1303-1304] He was a Dominican and when he was made Master of the Order in 1296 issued ordinances forbidding public questioning of the legitimacy of Boniface VIII's election on the part of any Dominican. At the time of the seizing of Pope Boniface VIII at Anagni he was one of only two cardinals to defend the papal party in the Lateran Palace itself. However, upon being elected Pope, he released Philip IV of France (1285–1314) from the excommunication that had been laid upon him by Boniface VIII, but on June 7, 1304 excommunicated Philip IV's implacable minister, Guillaume de Nogaret, and all the Italians who had played a part in the seizure of Boniface VIII at Anagni. After a brief pontificate of eight months, Benedict XI died suddenly at Perugia. The first report said that his sudden death was caused by poisoning through the agency of Nogaret, however, there is no direct evidence to support this. Benedict XI was the author of a volume of sermons and commentaries on the Gospel of Matthew, on the Psalms, the Book of Job, and the Revelation. Benedict XI's successor, Pope Clement V (1305–14), removed the papal seat from Rome to Avignon, inaugurating the period sometimes known as the Babylonian Captivity (1309–77). He and the French popes who succeeded him were completely under the influence of the kings of France.

CLEMENT V Pope [1305-1314] He was Frenchman born in Gascony around 1264. He was made pope on 5th June 1305 and one of his first acts was to create seven French cardinals. He reigned for some 9 years. To serve his personal ends Philip IV of France made two demands on Clement to which the latter acceded, firstly to have Boniface VIII [see 1294] condemned as a heretic and to dissolve the Knights Templar [see 1118]. Once the Knight Templar were dissolved Philip took over their bank and some properties. He also moved the curia from Rome to Avignon beginning the 70 years of what is known as the Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy [1309-1377]. He suppressed the Dulcinians burning its leader and others at the stake. Clement also preached a crusade against the Venetians who were at war with the papacy declaring that any captured Venetians could be sold as slaves. Despite political problems he founded the universities of Orleans and Perugia He died in 1314.

JOHN XXII  Pope [1316-1334]  He was the second Pope of the Avignon Papacy (1309-1377), elected by a conclave in Lyon assembled by Philip V of France. Like his predecessor, Clement V, he centralized power and income in the Papacy, living a princely life in Avignon and spending a lot of money for his court and his wars. He opposed Louis IV of Bavaria as emperor, and Louis in turn invaded Italy and set up an antipope, Nicholas V. The son of a shoemaker in Cahors, he studied medicine in Montpellier and law in Paris. There was a two year delay in appointing a successor to Clement V who died in 1314 After two years, Philip V of France (1316–22) finally in 1316 managed to arrange a conclave of twenty-three cardinals in Lyon. This conclave elected John XXII and he was crowned in Lyon and set up his residence in Avignon. John XXII involved himself in the politics and religious movements of many European countries in order to advance the interests of the Church. This made him a very controversial pope at the time. Also his close links with the French crown created widespread distrust of the papacy. In 1323, when Louis IV who had become Holy Roman Emperor came into conflict with the papacy over his support of the spiritual Franciscans, whom John XXII condemned for their insistence on evangelical poverty and their belief that mendicant friars would replace the priesthood and sacraments of the Church. 
Louis IV was assisted in his doctrinal dispute with the papacy by Marsilius of Padua, and later by the British Franciscan friar and scholar William of Ockham. Louis IV invaded Italy, entered Rome and set up antipope Nicholas V (1328–30). The project was a fiasco and Pope John excommunicated William of Ockham. However, Louis IV had silenced the papal claims, and John XXII stayed the rest of his life in Avignon.

Pope John XXII was involved in a theological controversy involving the Beatific Vision. Beginning before he was pope, he argued that those who died in the faith did not see the presence of God until the Last Judgment. The point is important to Catholics, since if the dead are not in the presence of God, then the whole idea of prayers to the saints would seem to be undermined. John XXII continued this argument for a time in sermons while he was pope, although he never taught this in official documents. He eventually backed down from this position, and agreed that those who died in grace do indeed immediately enjoy the Beatific Vision. Despite holding for many years a view widely held to be heretical, John XXII is not considered a heretic because in his day the doctrine he had contradicted had not been formally defined by the Church, a situation that his successor, Pope Benedict XII (1334–42), immediately corrected by the encyclical Benedictus Deus, which formally defined this doctrine as part of Church teaching. On March 27, 1329 John XXII condemned many writings of Meister Eckhart as heretical. 

BENEDICT XII Pope [1334-1342] was a Cistercian monk and studied at the University of Paris. In 1311 he was made Abbot of Fontfroide Abbey and six years later bishop of Pamiers rising to cardinal in 1327. He succeeded Pope John XXII (1316–34) in 1334, being elected on the first conclave ballot but did not carry out the policy of his predecessor. He practically made peace with the Emperor Louis IV and as far as possible came to terms with the Franciscans who were then at odds with the Roman See. Benedict XII was a reforming pope who tried to curb the luxuries of the monastic orders, though without much success. He also ordered the construction of the Pope’s Palace in Avignon. He spent most of his time working on questions of theology. He rejected many of the ideas developed by John XXII proposing that the souls of the departed go to their eternal reward immediately after death as opposed to remaining in a state of unconscious existence until the Last Judgment. He engaged in long theological debates with other noted figures of the age such as William of Ockham and Meister Eckhart.

CLEMENT VI Pope [1342-1352] Pope.. He was born Pierre Roger in  about 1291, this Frenchman being the 4th of the Avignon popes and was consecrated on 7th May 1342. He was a Benedictine and was devoted to France refusing advances to return to Rome. He purchased the sovereignty of Avingnon from Queen Joan I of Naples for 80,000 crowns but never paid it probably deeming that his absolution of her for murdering her husband a full equivalent. He published a bull in 1343 justifying indulgencies which was later used in the time of Luther. He ruled during the Black Death of 1347-50 which killed perhaps half of Europe’s population and spent the time in Avignon supervising sick care , burials and pastoral care for the dying. He protected the Jews and issued bulls against those who blamed the Black Death on the Jews. He lived a very lavish style, was a patron of art and music and classified himself as having “lived as a sinner among sinners” He died in December 1352.
INNOCENT VI  Pope [1352-1362] who after having taught civil law at Toulouse, became successively bishop of Noyon and bishop of Clermont. In 1342, he was raised to the position of cardinal. His policies compare favourably with that of the other Avignon Popes. He brought about many needed reforms in the administration of church affairs and sought to restore order in Rome, where, in 1355, Charles IV (1346–78) was with his permission crowned, after previously promising that he would leave Rome on the day of the ceremony. During his pontificate, John V Palaeologus (1341–47, 1354–76, 1379–90, 1390–91) offered to submit the Greek church to the Roman See on condition of assistance being rendered against John VI Cantacuzenus (1347–54). However the resources at the disposal of the Pope were all required for problems nearer home and the offer was declined. He survived the black death by sitting in between two fires on his own so his air was not impure. 
Most of the wealth accumulated by John XXII and Benedict XII had been lost during the extravagant pontificate of Clement VI. Innocent VI economised by cutting the chapel staff from twelve to eight. Works of art were sold rather than commissioned. His pontificate was dominated by the war in Italy and by Avignon's recovery from the plague, both of which made draining demands on his treasury. By 1357, he was complaining of poverty. Innocent VI was a patron of letters, and, if the extreme severity of his measures against the Fraticelli are ignored, he retains a high reputation for justice and mercy. He died on September 12, 1362.

URBAN V  Pope [1362-1370] He became a Benedictine and a doctor in Canon Law, teaching at Montpellier and Avignon. As Pope he was a severe disciplinarian and was against the pomp and luxury of the cardinals. He introduced considerable reforms in the administration of justice and actively patronised education founding the University of Hungary and supporting universities of music and medicine in France. He supported more than 1,000 students of all classes with food and lodging and even during war they were nourished well. He provided them with books and the best professors. His pontificate witnessed one of the last flickers of crusading zeal in the expedition of Peter I of Cyprus, who took Alexandria on October 11th 1365, but soon afterwards abandoned it. He enforced a crusade against the Turks to take back Alexandria. He also sent many missions to Bosnia, Lithuania, Bulgaria and China. The great feature of Urban V's reign was the effort to restore the Papacy to Italy, and to suppress its powerful rivals for the temporal sovereignty there. Continued troubles in Italy, as well as pleas from figures such as Petrarch and Bridget of Sweden , caused Urban V to set out for Rome, which he reached on October 16, 1367. However, although greeted by the clergy and people with joy, and despite the satisfaction of being attended by the Emperor in St. Peter's, and of placing the crown upon the head of the Empress, it soon became clear that by changing the seat of his government he had not increased its power. On the request of the French cardinals and with numerous cities of the Papal States in revolt he sailed for Avignon arriving in September 1370. A few days later he fell ill  and died on December 19.

GREGORY XI  Pope [1370-1378] During his pontificate vigorous measures were taken against theological opposition which had broken out in Germany, England, and other parts of Europe. The nineteen propositions of John Wycliffe (1320–84) and the thirteen articles of the Sachsenspiegel were formally condemned by Pope Gregory XI in 1377. There was also an effort to bring about a reformation in the various monastic orders. He returned to Rome on January 17, 1377, having been delayed by a conflict between the pope and Florence, known as "the War of the Eight Saints" The Florentine magistrates were responsible for the conduct of the war and the pope put Florence under interdict for a time. Gregory XI did not long survive this removal, dying on March 27, 1378. After his death the College of Cardinals was pressured by a Roman mob, which broke into the voting chamber, to vote an Italian Pope into the papacy. This Italian Pope was Urban VI. 

URBAN VI  Pope [1378-1388] was a devout monk who had trained at Avignon. On the death of Pope Gregory XI the a Roman mob who surrounded the conclave strongly demanded a Roman pope. Under pressure the cardinals unanimously chose Urban VI. Not being a Cardinal, he was not well known. and Immediately following the conclave most of the cardinals fled Rome before the mob could learn that not a Roman, though not a Frenchman either, but a subject of Joan I of Naples, had been chosen. Four months after Urban’s election the French cardinals declared it invalid frustrated that Urban had not returned the papacy to Avignon. They elected Clement VII and thus initiated the Great Schism which scandalised Christendom for thirty nine years. Europe was equally divided supporting the pope of their choice mainly out of political expediency. He deposed Joan of Naples and gave her kingdom to Charles of Durazzo. He later put Naples under an interdict and killed five cardinals accusing them of conspiring with Charles to undermine Urban’s authority. 
Despite good intentions his pontificate was marked by anarchy and left the church divided and confused. His great faults undid his virtues. One of his contemporaries summed up his character "He lacked Christian gentleness and charity. He was naturally arbitrary and extremely violent and imprudent, and when he came to deal with the burning ecclesiastical question of the day, that of reform, the consequences were disastrous." In August 1388 Urban moved from Perugia which he had recently subdued with 4,000 troops. To raise funds he had proclaimed a Jubilee to be held in 1390, only thirty-three years had elapsed since that celebrated under Clement VI. During the march, he fell from his mule and had to recover in Rome in the early October 1388. Soon afterwards he died, likely of injuries caused by the fall. It is interesting to note that during the reconstruction of St Peter's Basilca Urban’s remains were almost dumped out to be destroyed so his sarcophagus could be used to water horses. It was only saved when a church historian arrived and realizing its importance ordered it preserved.
BONIFACE IX Pope  [1389-1404]  He was the second Roman Pope of the Western Schism from November 2, 1389 – until October 1, 1404. During his time the antipope Clement VII (1378–94) continued to hold court as pope in Avignon under the protection of the French monarchy. Neither Pope had the magnanimity to put an end to the schism by resigning. Germany, England, Hungary, Poland, and the greater part of Italy accepted him as pope, but the day before Boniface’s election by the fourteen cardinals who remained faithful to the papacy at Rome, Clement VII at Avignon had just crowned a French prince, Louis II of Anjou, King of Naples. 
In addition he and the Avignon Pope Clement VII mutually excommunicated one another. In the course of his reign Boniface IX finally extinguished the troublesome independence of the commune of Rome and gradually regained control of the chief castles and cities, and re-founded the States as they would appear during the fifteenth century. Clement VII died at Avignon, September 16, 1394, but the French cardinals quickly elected a successor, on September 28: Benedict XIII (1394—1423). Over the next few years Boniface IX was encouraged to abdicate, even by his strongest supporters: Richard II of England in 1396, the Diet of Frankfurt in 1397 and King Wenceslaus of Germany at Reims, 1398. But he refused. 
During the reign of Boniface IX two jubilees were celebrated at Rome. The first, in 1390, had been declared by his predecessor Pope Urban VI, and was largely frequented by people from Germany, Hungary, Poland, Bohemia and England. Several cities of Germany obtained the "privileges of the jubilee", as indulgences were called, but the preaching of indulgences gave rise to abuses and scandal. The jubilee of 1400 drew to Rome great crowds of pilgrims, particularly from France, in spite of a disastrous plague. Pope Boniface IX remained in the city.

In the latter part of 1399 there arose bands of self-flagellating penitents, known as the "White Penitents" who evoked uneasy memories of the mass processions of wandering flagellants of the Black Death period, 1348—1349. They went in procession from city to city, clad in white garments, with faces hooded, and wearing on their backs a red cross, following a leader who carried a large cross. Rumours of imminent divine judgement and visions of the Virgin Mary abounded. They sang the newly popular hymn Stabat Mater during their processions. For a while, as the White Penitents approached Rome, gaining adherents along the way, Boniface IX and the Curia supported their penitential enthusiasm, but when they reached Rome, Boniface IX had their leader burnt at the stake, and they soon dispersed. 
In England the anti-papal preaching of John Wyclif supported the opposition of the King and the higher clergy to Boniface IX's habit of granting English benefices as they fell vacant to favourites in the Roman Curia. Boniface IX introduced a novelty in the form of revenue known as “annates perpetuae”, withholding half the first year's income of every benefice granted in the Roman Court. The pope's agents also now sold not simply a vacant benefice but the expectation of one; and when an expectation had been sold, if another offered a larger sum for it, the pope voided the first sale; the unsympathetic observer Dietrich von Nieheim reports that he saw the same benefice sold several times in one week, and that the Pope talked business with his secretaries during Mass. Boniface IX certainly provided generously for his mother, his brothers Andrea and Giovanni, and his nephews in the spirit of the day. The Curia was perhaps equally responsible for new financial methods that were destined in the next century to arouse bitter feelings against Rome, particularly in Germany. 

There was resistance in England, the staunchest supporter of the Roman papacy during the Schism with the English Parliament confirming the law of Edward III of England (1327–77), giving the king veto power over papal appointments in England. Boniface IX was defeated in the face of a unified front, and the long controversy was finally settled, to the English king's satisfaction. Nevertheless, at the Synod of London (1396), the English bishops convened to condemn Wyclif. In 1398 and 1399 Boniface IX appealed to Christian Europe in favour of the Byzantine emperor Manuel II Palaeologus, threatened at Constantinople by Sultan Bayezid I, but there was little enthusiasm for a new crusade at such a time. The universities of Ferrara (1391) and Fermo (1398) owe him their origin, and that of Erfurt in Germany, its confirmation (1392). Boniface IX died in 1404 after a brief illness.

POPES IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY
INNOCENT VII  Pope [1404-1406] was briefly Pope at Rome while there was a rival Pope, antipope Benedict XIII (1394–1423), at Avignon. He was born to a simple family and distinguished himself by his learning in both civil and Canon Law, which he taught for a time at Perugia and Padua. He eventually became archbishop of Ravenna in 1387. Innocent was unanimously chosen by eight cardinals but there was a general riot by the Ghibelline party in Rome when news of his election got out but peace was maintained by the aid of King Ladislaus of Naples (1399–1414), who hastened to Rome with a band of soldiers to assist the Pope in suppressing the insurrection. For his services the King extorted various concessions from Innocent VII, among them the promise that he would not reach any accommodation with the rival Pope in Avignon that would compromise Ladislaus' claims to Naples, which had been challenged until very recently by Louis II of Anjou. 
Innocent VII had made the great mistake of elevating his highly unsuitable nephew most of whose violent career as a soldier of fortune lay ahead of him to the cardinalate, an act of nepotism that cost him dearly. In August 1405 this cardinal waylaid eleven members of the Roman partisans on their return from a conference with the Pope, and had them assassinated in his own house and their bodies thrown from the windows of the hospital of Santo Spirito into the street. There was an uproar. Pope, court and cardinals, with the Migliorati faction, fled towards Viterbo. The Papal party were pursued by furious Romans, losing thirty members, whose bodies were abandoned in the flight, including the Abbot of Perugia, struck down under the eyes of the Pope. It is said that Innocent VII planned the restoration of the Roman University, but his death brought an end to such talk.

GREGORY XII  Pope  [1406-1415] was born in Venice and was named Latin Patriarch in Constantinople in 1390. He was made a cardinal by Innocent VII. He promised to resign if elected so that a dual resignations with the Antipope in Avignon could end the Western Schism. Legates from Rome visited Paris and at first Benedict XIII agreed to meet but then changed his mind. Angry cardinals met at Pisa in 1409 to depose both popes and elect a new one Alexander V. However Gregory was still recognised as the true pope at the Council of Constance in 1415 and resigned his office. Benedict refused to accept the advice of the Council and in 1417 the Council named him heretical. After his abdication Gregory became cardinal bishop of Porto
MARTIN V  Pope [1417-1431] was elected pope at the Council of Constance thus ending the Western Schism and was recognised as such except in Avignon He reached Florence in 1419 but stayed there as Rome was under the control of Joan of Naples. When he got to Rome the city was in ruins and the Papal States seething with unrest. He eventually re-established papal rule over the wester church as well as Italy. As a result of the martyrdom of John Hus after he had been betrayed at Constance the Hussites reacted violently rebelling against the Holy Roman Emperor Sigismund. They spread terror in surrounding Catholic countries and necessitated several crusades to crush them. Martin combined the bureaucracies of Rome and Avignon and established a model administration and efforts were made to end the schism with the eastern Orthodox church.
EUGENE IV  Pope  [1431-1447] was from a wealthy Venetian family and entered an Augustine monastery at an early age. His uncle Gregory  XII brought him to Rome and made him a cardinal in 1408. On his election he dismissed the Council of Basle which had been convened by Martin who had wished to limit papal power but the Council refused to dissolve and reaffirmed the findings of the Council of Constance. A popular insurrection in Rome saw the pope fleeing to Florence. The Council in Basle in 1439 elected antipope Felix V as pope and Eugene responded by excommunicating the Bishops of Basle. In 1443 Eugene returned to Rome and the following year promoted a crusade against the Turks which ended in defeat at Varna.
NICHOLAS V Pope [1447-1455] was the son of a physician who studied at Bologna and Florence. As Bishop of Bologna he was the negotiator to the Holy Roman Empire to secure the enforcement of the reforming decrees of the Council of Basle. After his election he secured the dissolution of the council and the abdication of Antipope Felix V in 1449. He proclaimed a jubilee in 1450 which attracted many pilgrims to Rome and increased both the prestige of the papacy and its finances. The main area of fame for his reign is he support of the arts including the acquiring and translation of many books from the ancient world which provided the basis of the Vatican library. He also had a major reconstruction programme in Rome which also employed artists such as Fra Angelico. In 1453 there was an attempt on his life and the news that Constantinople had fallen the latter said to have contributed to his death in 1455. 
CALIXTUS III Pope [1455-1458] who for reconciling King Alphonso V and Pope Eugenius IV was made bishop of Valencia in 1429. He was chosen as a neutral pope to maintain the balance of power between the  Colonna and Orsini families. His greatest achievement was to arrange a crusade against the Turks in an attempt to retake Constantinople. He failed to do so but was able to lift the siege of Belgrade in 1456 and defeat the Turkish fleet at Metelino the following year. He instituted the feast of Transfiguration to commemorate the Belgrade victory.  He should not be confused with antipope Calixtus III [1168-1178].
PIUS II  Pope  [1458-1464] He was the most famous papal representative of Renaissance humanism. He studied at Sienna and Florence and was involved in the Council of Basle from 1431-35. 
He went on diplomatic missions to England and Scotland on behalf of the council and became secretary to Felix V the Basle pope. He became very aware of the Turkish danger. Leaving the council and after a period with Frederick III of Germany he submitted to Eugene IV and eventually was created cardinal in 1456. Elected as the pope two years later he tried to form a crusade against the Turks who had taken Constantinople in 1453 but found that there was little enthusiasm amongst the princes of Europe. When he tried to levy a crusader tax from the Germans they reminded him of his wayward life as a youth. In 1464 he personally led a crusade against the Turks but was stricken with a fever and died at Ancona in Italy.
PAUL II Pope 1464-1471 who was a nephew of Eugene IV. His adoption of the spiritual career, after having been trained as a merchant, was prompted by his uncle's election as Pope. His consequent promotion was rapid; he became a cardinal in 1440 and gained popularity through his tender-hearted generosity. He was elected Pope by a majority of fourteen of the nineteen cardinals in conclave on August 30TH 1464. As part of the arrangement the maximum number of cardinals was limited to twenty-four, and any new pope was to be limited to only one cardinal-nephew with all new appointments to be made only with the consent of the College of Cardinals. However upon taking office Paul II withdrew and started appointing cardinals in secret without publishing their names. Many of these were nominated by different kings and a number were nephews. Tensions with the College of Cardinals came to the fore when in 1466, attempting to downsize redundant offices, Paul II proceeded to annul the college of abbreviators, whose function it was to formulate papal documents. A storm of indignation arose as rhetoricians and poets with humanist training, of which Paul deeply disapproved, had long been accustomed to benefiting from employment in such positions. Paul II died, on July 26, 1471 of a stroke. After his death Sixtus IV and a selected group of cardinals inspected the treasure laid up against expenditures against the Turks: they found fifty-four silver shells filled with pearls, to a value of 300,000 ducats, jewels and gold intended for refashioning, worth another 300,000 ducats, and a magnificent diamond worth 7000 ducats. There is some historical evidence that Paul II was homosexual.

SIXTUS IV  Pope [1471-1484] He entered the Franciscan order early and studied at Padua and Bologna and became a general in the Franciscan Order. He was made a cardinal in 1467. His international plans in relation to the Turks, Russians and French met with little success. His pontificate was mostly involved in politics becoming involved in strife, nepotism and conspiracy to an astonishing extent. Nevertheless he condemned the abuses of the Spanish Inquisition, he championed the Medicant Orders, was patron of the arts, built the Sistine Chapel and enriched the Vatican library. He also established the University of Copenhagen in 1475. 
INNOCENT VIII  Pope [1484-1492] who studied at Padua and Rome and eventually was made cardinal by Sixtus IV The conclave that followed the death of Sixtus IV was split with factions while gangs rioted in the streets. Cardinal Giuliano who became Pope Julius II in 1503 did not have sufficient votes at the conclave to be elected so he turned his energies towards the election of Innocent VIII whom he was confident that he could control. He instigated severe measures against magicians and witches in Germany in 1484 and in 1487 confirmed Tomas de Torquemada as grand inquisitor of Spain. He was a strong supporter of the Spanish Inquisition and also urged a crusade against the Waldensians, offering plenary indulgence to all who should engage in it. Invariably short of money  he institutionalized simony at the papal court creating new titles of offices that were discreetly auctioned. Innocent VIII found reason to excommunicate Ferdinand II of Naples in 1489   who had repeatedly refused to pay the tariff for his investiture. He invited Charles VIII of France to come to Italy with an army and take possession of the Kingdom of Naples. The conflict was not ended until 1494, after Innocent VIII's death. An important event that coincided with his pontificate was the fall of Granada in January 1492, which was celebrated in the Vatican with great rejoicings. Innocent VIII died on July 25th , 1492, leaving behind him two illegitimate children, born before he entered clergy, another source says "sixteen", the remaining fourteen of which were presented as nephews. The title “Padre della patria” or Father of the Fatherland was suggested for him, precisely with reference to these sixteen children of his. 

ALEXANDER VI Pope [1492-1503] He can be credited with several achievements during his pontificate. He supported the work of Pinturiccio and subsidised the Pieta by Michelangelo. He also encouraged evangelisation in the New World and ensured peace between Portugal and Castile by arbitrating a line of demarcation. Despite these achievements he is remembered best as the father of Lucrezia Borgia and the pope with whom Savonarola [see 1496] struggled. He had many mistresses and was a type of pope that gave early Protestants reason to condemn the early church.

POPES IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY
PIUS III  Pope [1503] was the nephew of Pius II who appointed him in 1460 when only 22 years of age to the see of Siena, which made him a cardinal  at his first consistory on 5th March 1460. He proved studious and effective. Cardinal Piccolomini participated in many conclaves that elected popes Paul II in 1464, Innocent VIII in 1484 and Alexander VI in 1492. As cardinal he was also involved in Alexander's brief lived effort to reform the Roman curia following the murder of his son Giovanni Borgia in 1497. Amid the disturbances consequent upon the death of the Borgia Pope Alexander VI (1492–1503), it took the combined pressures of all the ambassadors to induce Cesare Borgia to withdraw from Rome, so that an unpressured conclave might take place. In it, Cardinal Piccolomini was elected Pope Pius III on September 22, 1503. This selection can be seen as a compromise between factions, Borgia and della Rovere, picking a frail cardinal with long experience in the Curia over the kin of either Sixtus IV or Alexander VI. His coronation took place on October 8, 1503. He at once took in hand the reform of the papal court and arrested Cesare Borgia; but after a brief pontificate of twenty-six days he died (October 18, 1503) of an ulcer in the leg, or, as some have alleged, of poison administered at the instigation of the governor of Siena

JULIUS II Pope [1503-1513] entered the Franciscan Order where he studied in Perugia and was ordained. When his uncle became Sixtus III in 1471 he was made a cardinal and he served as legate to the French king Louis XI from 1480-82. After the death of his uncle he was responsible for papal policy during the reign of Innocent VIII but had to flee Rome when Rodrigo Borgia [Alexander VI] took power. Returning to Rome in 1503 he was able to secure election through bribes and promises after the one month reign of Pius III. He earned the hostility of the Venetians when using the safety of powerful friends he obtained Venetian land for the papal states. Having accomplished that he attempted to drive the French out of Italy and formed new alliances that kept European statecraft in a constant state of turmoil. Louis XII called a council at Pisa but Julius retaliated by calling the fifth Lateran Council in 1511. Julius brought about administrative reforms in the Curia and was an avid patron of the arts notably with Michelangelo.
LEO X  Pope [1513-1521] was the second son of Lorenzo the Magnificent Giovanni de Medici who became a cardinal deacon at the age of thirteen. He studied theology and canon law at Pisa and became a member of the college of cardinals in 1492. He took part in the election of Alexander VI but went into exile during the Savonarola’s reign 1494. He became head of the Medici family in 1503 and was able to regain power in Florence through the bloodless revolution of the Florentines in 1512. The following year he received holy orders on March 15th, was consecrated bishop on the 17th and crowned pope on the 19th . Chosen because of his peace loving qualities he loved art, music and the theatre and was a patron of many humanists. His lavish spending impoverished the papacy . He managed finalisation of the Fifth Lateran Council of 1512-7 which clarified the duties of the pope and king specifically related to the Francis I King of France. Leo renewed an indulgence to support the building of St Peter’s, an act which led the Protestant Reformation.

ADRIAN VI [1522-1523] Pope. He was born in Holland and served as Bishop of Rome from 9 January 1522 until his death some 18 months later. He was the last non-Italian pope until John Paul II, 456 years later. He is the only Dutchman to have become pope. Adrian VI was known for having launched the Catholic Reformation in response to the Protestant Reformation. Adrian VI studied from a very young age under the Brethren of the Common Life [see 1380] and after wards becoming a Doctor of Theology in 1491 at the University of Leuven and became vice-chancellor of the university. His lectures were published, recreated from his students' notes; among those who attended was the young Erasmus.

In 1507 he was appointed tutor to Emperor Maximilian I's (1493 – 1519) seven year old grandson, Charles, who was later to become Emperor Charles V (1519 – 56). During the minority of Charles V, Adrian was named to serve with Francisco Cardinal Jimenez de Cisneros as co-regent of Spain. After the death of the Jimenez, Adrian was appointed (14 March 1518) General of the Reunited Inquisitions of Castile and Aragon, in which capacity he acted until his departure for Rome. During this period, Charles V left for the Netherlands in 1520, making the future pope Regent of Spain. 

In the conclave after the death of the Medici Pope Leo X, his cousin, Cardinal Giulio de' Medici was the leading figure. With Spanish and French cardinals in a deadlock, the absent Adrian was proposed as a compromise and on 9 January 1522 he was elected by an almost unanimous vote. Charles V was delighted upon hearing that his tutor had been elected to the papacy but soon realised that Adrian VI was determined to reign impartially. He immediately entered upon the path of the reformer. 
His plan was to attack notorious abuses one by one; but in his attempt to improve the system of indulgences he was hampered by his cardinals; and he found reducing the number of dispensations to be impossible as the income had been farmed out for years in advance by Pope Leo X. Adrian, who had never before been to Rome, was so ignorant of affairs that he had written asking that some suitable lodgings be obtained for him in Rome from where he could discharge his duties as pope.
CLEMENT VII [1523-1534] Pope. He was the illegitimate son of Giuliano de Medici and a cousin of Pope Leo X. He was made archbishop of Florence being granted a special dispensation due to his birth and was made cardinal in 1513. He controlled papal policy during the reign of Leo X but failed to deal with the problems of the Reformation because of timidity and vacillation. He patronised the arts encouraging Cellini, Raphael and Michelangelo. He vacillated between King Francis and Charles V siding with Francis but after the sack of Rome he change sides supporting Charles. He was equally irresolute over the divorce of Henry VIII but resisted Henry’s subsequent break with Rome. He should not be confused with antipope Clement VII [d 1394] who lived at the start of the Great Schism

PAUL III Pope  [1534-1549] was educated  at Rome and Florence where he received instruction from well known humanists. Alexander VI made him a cardinal in 1493 and he eventually became the dean of the Sacred College. He led a scandalous moral life fathering four illegitimate children before his ordination in 1519 after which he became somewhat reformed. Although nepotism was a prominent feature of his pontificate he did start some reform trends in motion. He appointed several cardinals who were dedicated reformers and in 1536 formed a commission of nine distinguished churchmen to examine abuses in the church and report on the necessary  steps for reformation. The report tabled in 1538 was seen to be superficial by the Protestants. It became used as the basis for the work of the Council of Trent. In 1540 the Jesuits were recognised  and other reform orders such as the Ursulines, Barnabites and Theatines encouraged. However both religious and secular rulers frustrated his plans. Opposition between Francis I and Charles V caused problems but with the peace of Crespy in 1544 Paul III was able to launch the Council of Trent in 1545.

JULIUS III  Pope [ 1550-1555] was of a Tuscan family of lawyers who having completed humanist studies took to jurisprudence in Bologna. Following training he became chamberlain to Julius II [1503-1513]. He held administrative posts under Clement VII and Paul III but was taken hostage by Imperial forces in the sack of Rome in 1527. As one of three papal legates he opened the Council of Trent as its first president. The first council ended in 1549 and after his election as pope in 1550 he ordered its reopening in 1551. On the accession of Mary Tudor of England in 1553 Julius sent Reginald Pole as legate to England. He fostered reform in the church and encouraged the Jesuits and was a generous patron  of Renaissance humanism.

MARCELLUS II  Pope [1555]  was the last Pope not to change his name on his accession. He was educated locally, and at Siena and Florence, where he became proficient in writing Latin, Greek, and Italian. He also received instruction in jurisprudence, philosophy, and mathematics. He had an interest in astrology and upon discovering that his son's horoscope and was ordained a priest in 1535. His father and Pope Clement VII were personal friends, and Marcello was set to work on astronomical and calendar studies, a project which was intended to bring the year back into synchronization with the seasons. After the Sack of Rome he fled home, but eventually returned and was appointed a papal secretary for Pope Paul III (1534–49). He was not consecrated bishop until the day he himself was elected pope. His house in Rome became a centre of Renaissance culture, and he himself corresponded with most of the leading humanists During the Council of Trent he was elected one of the council's three presidents, along with fellow cardinals Reginald Pole and the future Pope Julius III. He was credited with defending the universal claims of the Papacy in spiritual and temporal affairs, and in 1550 he was granted the supervision of the Vatican Library,  
Marcellus II was elected as a compromise candidate. He desired to reform many of the inner workings of the church but he quickly fell ill. He was bled, and appeared to begin to recover. In his first audience with the Ambassadors of France and Spain, he warned the Ambassadors that their monarchs should keep the peace that had been agreed upon or the Pope himself would come and admonish them. When the Spanish Ambassador asked for pardon for having killed a man, the Pope replied that he did not want to start his reign with such auspices as absolution from homicide. Within days he suffered a stroke and died on the 22nd day after his pontificate ranking him sixth on the list of 10 shortest-reigning Popes. 
PAUL IV  Pope [1555-1559] received a good education at home with his Cardinal uncle who was able to secure an appointment in the Roman Curia for him. He served as papal envoy on several occasions being in England in 1513 to collect the Peter Pence from Henry VIII for Leo X , to Flanders 1515-17 and Spain 1517-1520. It was probably this last appointment which provoked an anti Spanish feeling which was to affect the policies of his pontificate. He was active in the reform  movement within the church being the co founder of the Theatines in 1524. He was made a cardinal in 1536 by Paul III and remained a staunch supporter of the counter Reformation reorganising the Italian Inquisition. This zeal for reform produced some drastic measures during his pontificate with a fervent promotion of the Inquisition especially against holders of high office and the publication of the Index of Prohibited Books lessened his popularity as did his nepotism although he expelled all his nephews before the end of his reign. In his attempt to apply mediaeval concepts of papal power to 16th century politics he was unable to stem the tide of Protestantism in northern Europe.

PIUS IV  Pope [1559-1565] who brought the Council of Trent to a successful conclusion. He studied law and medicine at Pavia, entered papal service in 1527 and was made a cardinal in 1549. On his being elected pope he quickly ended nepotism in papal circles. He reassembled the Council of Trent in 1561 and negotiating privately with the kings of France, Spain and the Emperor he was able to maintain the power of the Curia. The Council of Trent was dissolved in 1563 thus completing the legal enactment of the counter Reformation. He also published a new Index and an edition of the Roman Catechism. In 1564 Jeanne d'Albret, the Queen of Navarre was summoned before the Inquisition on a charge of Calvinism but was withdrawn by him in deference to the indignant protest of Charles IX of France. In the same year he published a bull granting the use of the cup to the laity of Austria and Bohemia.

PIUS V  Pope [1566-1572] entered the Dominican Order at the age of fourteen. He served the Inquisition in Milan and was appointed commissary general of the Inquisition in 1551. As a pope Pius V was austere and fanatical. He had as his prime idea refashioning the whole church on the model of his own household. He stamped out the Reformed faith in Italy and encouraged Spain to do likewise in the Netherlands personally blessing the campaigns of the Duke of Alba. In France he gained ascendency over Catherine de Medici and Charles IX while in England his excommunication of Queen Elizabeth led to divisions and persecution of the Catholic community. He helped promote the alliance of the Papal States, Spain and Venice which triumphed in the great naval battle at Lepanto in 1571. 

GREGORY XIII  Pope [1572-1585] who became professor of law at Bologna 1531-1539 was made a judge under Paul III then responsible to the Council of Trent and finally Bishop. Pius iv named him cardinal priest in 1565. He was acceptable to Philip II of Spain for in 1565 he had been sent to Spain for the Inquisition’s trial of the archbishop of Toledo. Barely three months after his election Gregory celebrated the Bartholomew’s Day Massacre with a Te Deum in Rome. His election in 1572 and political events conspired to make him a restorer of Catholicism. Though he failed against England, the Turks, Sweden and Russia his pontificate is known as a high point in Catholic revival. By the end of his pontificate all five points announced inn 1572 had been started. Consolidation of the League against the Turks, fight against heresy by use of the Inquisition, internal reform by employing Tridentine legislation were realities. In addition friendly relations with Catholic countries had improved as had the supervision of the Papal States 

Gregory XIII is best known for his reformation of the calendar, producing the Gregorian calendar with the aid of Christopher Clavius. The reason for the reform is that the average length of the year in the Julian Calendar was too long, and the date of the actual Vernal Equinox had slowly slipped to 10 March, whereas the calculation of the date of Easter still followed the traditional date of 21 March. This was rectified by following the observations of Clavius, and the calendar was changed when Gregory decreed that the day after Thursday, 4 October, 1582 would be not Friday, 5 October, but Friday, 15 October, 1582. The switchover was bitterly opposed by much of the populace, who feared it was an attempt by landlords to cheat them out of a week and a half's rent. However, the Catholic countries of Spain, Portugal, Poland, and Italy complied. France, some states of the Dutch Republic and various Catholic states in Germany and Switzerland followed suit within a year or two, and Hungary complied in 1587. However, more than a century would pass before Protestant Europe would accept the new calendar and in the Eastern area Russia did not change until 1917 and Greece was the last Eastern Orthodox country to accept the calendar in 1923
SIXTUS V  Pope  [1585-1590]  was reared in poverty; born in a shanty so ill-thatched that the sun shone through the roof, he jested that he was “born of an illustrious house”. His father was a gardener and it is said that, when a boy, he was a swineherd. Educated by the Franciscans and took the habit at the age of twelve . 
Ordained as a priest in 1547 he soon became a noted preacher and friend of Loyola and Philip Neri. He was created a cardinal in 1570 by Pius V but during the pontificate of Gregory XIII was kept deliberately in the background. He was elected as pope in 1585 and this rather uncritical scholar and book collector showed himself to be an energetic reformer. He suppressed the brigands in the papal states by frequent executions. He reformed the Curia and cardinals over which he asserted papal authority. Administratively he placed the finances of Rome on a firmer footing by increased taxation and the elimination of graft. His buildings included the Lateran Palace, and Vatican Library and the restored aqueduct renamed after him. The revision of the text of the Vulgate known as the Sistene was also begun under his pontificate. He agreed to renew the excommunication of Queen Elizabeth I of England (1558–1603), and to grant a large subsidy to the Armada of King Philip II, but, knowing the slowness of Spain, would give nothing till the expedition should actually land in England. As they did not he saved his treasury millions, and spared the reproach of having taken futile proceedings against what Roman Catholics viewed as the heretic Queen.

URBAN VII Pope [1590] was Pope for only thirteen days in September 1590. He was of Genoese origin, although born in Rome and was created Cardinal-Priest in 1584. He was chosen successor of Pope Sixtus V (1585–90) on September 15, 1590, but died of malaria (27 September, 1590) before consecration, making his either the shortest or second shortest papal reign in history, depending on whether Pope-elect Stephen is considered a real pope. He had previously served as governor of Bologna and was for many years nuncio to Spain. His election to the papacy was largely backed by the Spanish faction. Urban VII's short pontificate gave rise to the world's first known public smoking ban, as he threatened to excommunicate anyone who "took tobacco in the porchway of or inside a church, whether it be by chewing it, smoking it with a pipe or sniffing it in powdered form through the nose".

GREGORY XIV  [Pope] 1590-1591] was born in the highest stratum of Milanese society, but was known for his modest lifestyle. He was ordained as a priest, and swiftly appointed Bishop of Cremona, in 1560, in time to participate in the sessions of the Council of Trent from 1561 – 1563. Pope Gregory XIII (1572–85) made him a Cardinal-Priest on 12th December, 1583 and was an intimate friend and a great admirer of Philip Neri. He abandoned the recent papal policy of trying to maintain a balance between Spain and France coming down solidly on the side of Spanish interests in part because he was elected due to the influence of the Spanish cardinals. 
In a decree dated 18th April, 1591, Gregory XIV ordered reparations to be made by Catholics in the Philippines to the natives, who had been forced into slavery by Europeans, and commanded under pain of excommunication that all native slaves in the islands should be set free. The biographers mention as a curious personal trait of Pope Gregory XIV: a nervous tendency to laughter which occasionally became irresistible, and which manifested itself even at his coronation. Gregory, who was in poor health even before his election to the papacy died due to a large gallstone.

INNOCENT IX  Pope [ 1591] Prior to his short papacy, he had been a Canon Lawyer, diplomat, and chief administrator during the reign of Pope Gregory XIV (1590-1591). He studied at Bologna and in n 1560 was named Bishop of Nicastro. He was present at the Council of Trent in 1562 and four years later  Pope Pius V sent him as papal nuncio to Venice to further the papal alliance with Spain and Venice against the Turks which ultimately resulted in the victory of Lepanto in 1571. Relinquishing his see to pursue his career in Rome, he was named titular Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem in 1572. During the reign of the sickly Gregory XIV, who suffered from bouts of malaria, the burden of the papal administration rested on his shoulders. Even before Gregory XIV died Spanish and anti-Spanish factions were electioneering for the next Pope. Philip II of Spain's interference at the previous conclave was not forgotten: he had barred all but seven cardinals. This time the Spanish party in the College of Cardinals did not go so far, but they still controlled a majority, and after a quick conclave they elected Innocent IX Mindful of the origin of his success, Innocent IX supported, during his two months' pontificate, the cause of Philip II and the Catholic League against Henry IV of France (1589-1610) in the civil Wars of Religion  (1562-1598), where a papal army was in the field. Death, however, did not permit the realisation of Innocent IX's schemes.

CLEMENT VIII [1592-1605] Pope. He was the first of restorer popes. His attempt to restore the Roman Empire failed especially with James I of England whom he attempted unsuccessfully to woo back to Roman Catholicism. In 1600 Clement refused the request of a series of orders to break the monopoly of the Jesuits to work in Japan. 
He ordered a revision of the Vulgate which contained 3000 corrections of the Sixtus III revision which had been undertaken hastily. Later research showed that this version however departed from Jerome’s edition in many places. Clement’s popularity is indicated by the fact that in 1600 he is said to have been acclaimed by 3 million pilgrims in Rome. Clement VIII was also openly anti-Semitic, making the usual link of Jews and usury.
POPES IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
LEO XI Pope 1605 was a member of the Medici family. He was born in Florence in 1535. After a late start, he was ordained a priest and the Grand Duke of Tuscany  sent him as an ambassador to Pope Pius V, a position which he held for fifteen years. Gregory XIII made him bishop of Pistoia in 1573, archbishop of Florence the following year and he was raised to Cardinal in 1583. In 1596 Clement VIII sent him as legate to France where Maria de' Medici was queen. Leo was a friend and disciple of Philip Neri. On 14th  March 1605, eleven days after the death of Clement VIII, 62 cardinals entered the conclave. There were prominent candidates but the leader of the Italian party among the cardinals  allied with the French cardinals and brought about the election of Leo against the express wish of King Philip III of Spain. King Henry IV of France is said to have spent a fortune in the promotion of his candidacy. On 1st  April, 1605, Alessandro ascended the papal throne with the Medici name Leo XI. He was almost seventy years of age and was taken ill immediately after his coronation and died within the month. He was nicknamed Papa Lampo or "Lightning Pope" for the brevity of his pontificate

PAUL V Pope [1605-1621] was born in Rome and studied canon law at Padua and Perugia and maintained a lifelong reputation as an able and strict lawyer although prone to nepotism. He was made a cardinal in 1596 and became vicar of Rome in 1603. He was elected as pope two years later as a compromise candidate. He supported educational reform and improvements to Rome. His pontificate involved five areas of conflict. There was conflict between the Dominicans and Jesuits over grace where he tended to support the Jesuit argument. Secondly there was a problem with Galileo which was decided by the Congregation of the Index which decided to condemn him. Thirdly There was a political struggle with Venice over the 1605 violation of the “benefit of the clergy” He eventually placed Venice under an interdict to which the Venetians replied by expelling from their city all groups supporting the papacy. Fourthly difficulties with James I of England over the Oath of Allegiance of 1606 and finally the outbreak of the Thirty Year War where Paul sided with the Hapsburgs but died shortly after the Battle of White Mountain of 1620.
GREGORY XV  Pope [1621-1623] He was educated by the Jesuits in Rome before going to Bologna for degrees in canon and Roman law. In September 1616 Paul V created him bishop at his see in Bologna until he went to Rome after the death of Pope Paul V to take part in the conclave in which he was chosen as pope. At the moment of his election at the age of 67 and with his weak state of health he saw at once that he would need an energetic man, in whom he could place implicit confidence, to assist him in the government of the Church. His nephew a young man of 25 years, seemed to him to be the right person and at the risk of being charged with nepotism, he created him cardinal on the third day of his pontificate. On the same day one of his brothers was put at the head of the pontifical army. The future revealed that Gregory XV was not disappointed in his nephew as while advancing the interests of his family in every possible way he also is said to have used his talents and great influence for the welfare of the Church. 

Gregory assisted Ferdinand II, Holy Roman Emperor and the Catholic League against the Protestants investing a million gold ducats into the project. He also helped Sigismund III Vasa against the Turks. Apart from these he interfered little in European politics. His Constitution against magicians and witches in 1623  was the last papal ordinance against witchcraft. Former punishments were lessened, and the death penalty was limited to those who were "proved to have entered into a compact with the devil, and to have committed homicide with his assistance" He also made a policy that regulated papal elections which were to be secret and in writing; three methods of election were allowed: by scrutiny, compromise and quasi-inspiration. On 6th January 1622, he established the missionary arm of the Roman Curia. His pontificate was marked by the canonisation of Teresa of Avila, Francis Xavier, Ignatius Loyola, Philip Neri, and Isidore the Farmer. He was influential in bringing the Bolognese artist Guercino to Rome, a landmark in the development of the High Baroque style. Gregory XV died in the Quirinal Palace on 8 July 1623. 

URBAN VIII  Pope [1623-1644] was a politically minded pope and classical scholar who was educated by the Jesuits in Florence. He took a doctorate in laws at Pisa in 1589 and returned to Rome and held several positions in the church and Curia. He was created a cardinal in 1606 and became a bishop two years later. Politically and militarily active he spent large sums of money to establish an arms factory in Tivoli and various fortifications even making the Vatican library an arsenal. He supported France and Sweden in the Thirty Year War thus contributing with the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire. Urban was also mission minded opening the Far East to missionaries other than the Jesuits and founding Urban College for training missionaries in 1627. His action against heretics included the condemnation of Galileo in 1632 for a second time and of Cornelius Jansen’s “Augustinus” in 1642. Though he led a very moral lifestyle he was the last pope to practice widespread nepotism.

INNOCENT X  Pope [1644-1655] who became a cardinal in 1629 and was elected pope as the nominee of the Spanish party. He waged a cruel war against Parma, promised considerable help for Venice against the Turks but sent little, encouraged Spain to revolt against Naples and at first opposed the independence of Portugal. He protested strongly against the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 and issued a bull against it as a violation of the laws of the church. In 1653 he condemned five Propositions from Cornelius Jansen’s “Augustinus”. In his later years he fell under the influence of the arrogant Donna Olimpia Maidalchini his sister in law who used the papal treasury for her own ends and contributed to the spread of corruption. During the Civil War (1642–49) in England and Ireland, Innocent X strongly supported the independent  Ireland and sent as his representative the Archbishop of Fermo who arrived at Kilkenny with a large quantity of arms and military supplies including twenty thousand pounds of gunpowder and a very large sum of money. The archbishop was received with great honours, asserting in his Latin declaration that the object of his mission was to sustain the King, but above all to rescue from pains and penalties the Catholic people of Ireland in securing the free and public exercise of the Catholic religion, and the restoration of the churches and church property. But in the end Oliver Cromwell restored Ireland to the Parliamentarian side, with great bloodshed, and the archbishop returned to Rome in 1649, after four fruitless years.

ALEXANDER VII [1655-1667] Pope. Born in Siena, a member of an illustrious banking family and a great-nephew of Pope Paul V (1605–1621), he was privately tutored and eventually received doctorates of philosophy, law, and theology from the University of Siena. After being Inquisitor in Malta he became nuncio at Cologne [1639-51] During negotiations leading the Peace of Westphalia [ see1648] he urged Catholic princes not to sacrifice the rights of the church.  Pope Innocent X (1644–1655) recalled him to Rome and subsequently made him Cardinal Secretary of State. The conclave believed he was strongly opposed to the nepotism then prevalent. Indeed, in the first year of his reign, Alexander VII lived simply and forbade his relations even to visit Rome; but on 24th April 1656, he announced that his brother and nephews would be coming to assist him in Rome. The administration was given largely into the hands of his relatives, and nepotism became as luxuriously entrenched as it even had been in the Baroque Papacy: He gave them the best-paid civil and ecclesiastical offices, and princely palaces and estates suitable to the family from Siena. The conversion of Queen Christina of Sweden (1632–1654) occurred during Alexander VII's reign. After her abdication the queen came to reside in Rome, where she was confirmed in her baptism by the Pope on Christmas Day, 1655. His pontificate was marked by disputes with Catholic princes notably with Louis XIV of France who seized Avignon and threatened invasions resulting in Alexander being humiliated by the Peace of Pisa in 1664. He befriended the Jesuits and enabled their return to the republic of Venice.

CLEMENT IX  Pope 1667-1669]  He was a pupil of the Jesuits. After receiving his doctorate in philosophy at the University of Pisa, he taught theology there. Later Clement worked closely with Pope Urban VIII (1623–1644) as nuncio to Spain, among other posts. He was an accomplished man of letters, who wrote poetry, dramas and libretti, as well as what may be the first comic opera. After the accession of Pope Alexander VII (1655–67), he once again enjoyed papal favour in 1657 being named Cardinal and Secretary of State. After Alexander VII's death in 1667 an 18 day papal conclave concluded with his election as Pope. Nothing remarkable occurred under Clement IX's short administration beyond the temporary adjustment of the disputes between the Holy See and those prelates of the French Church who had refused to join in condemning the writings of Jansen. He was mediator during the 1668 peace of Aachen, in the wars of succession between France, Spain, England and the Netherlands. Clement IX worked to strengthen Venetian defences against the Turks on the island of Crete. However, he was unable to get wider support for this cause. At the end of October 1669 Clement IX fell ill after receiving news that the Venetian fortress of Candia in Crete had surrendered to the Turks. He died in Rome, allegedly of broken heart, in December of that year. 

CLEMENT X  Pope [1670 -1676]  After finishing his studies and a period in Poland he became named Pope Urban VIII (1623–44) who gave him charge of the works designed to protect the territory of Ravenna from the unruly Po River. Pope Innocent X (1644–55) sent him as nuncio to Naples, where he remained for eight years. Pope Alexander VII (1655–67) confided to him a mission to Poland while Pope Clement IX (1667–69) made him in charge of the Church's finances and just before his death, Clement IX made him a Cardinal. He was then about seventy-nine years of age and Clement IX, when making him a member of the Sacred College, said to him: "You will be our successor." Clement proved to be a compromise nominee for the position after divisions among the cardinals. They decided to vote in an elderly pope who at 80 years of age was reluctant to accept. Because of missionary advances in Canada Clement approved a bishopric in Quebec. He also stopped the custom of chasing Jews through the city of Rome during carnival and gave them protection on the request of Queen Christiana of Sweden who had become a Catholic. He died in 1676 of complications with gout which had plagued his reign.

INNOCENT XI  Pope [1676-1689] was educated by the Jesuits and then gained a doctorate in canon and civil law from the University of Naples in 1639. He became a powerful influence in the Curia because the high morality of his life. He was made cardinal in 1645. Five years later he took holy orders and was made a bishop distinguishing himself with charitable works. His pontificate was one of constant reform and continuous struggle against vested interests and a concerted effort against the forces of Islam. His most famous work was his defence of the traditional rights and freedoms against the Gallicanism of Louis XIV of France whom he eventually excommunicated following firmly policies which he believed were best for the church. He also decreed against laxity in moral theology seeming to favour the Jasenites over the Jesuits and decreed against Quietism. 

ALEXANDER VIII Pope [1689-1691]  At 17 he won a doctorate in civil and canon law at Padua. Innocent X [see 1644] made him a cardinal in 1652 and bishop of Brescia two years later. Under Innocent XI [see 1676] he became Grand Inquisitor of Rome and secretary of the Holy Office. As pope he was conspicuous for nepotism. Charities on a large scale and unbounded nepotism exhausted the papal treasury, reversing the policies of his predecessor. Among the various nominations, his 22-year-old nephew Pietro was made cardinal, nephew Marco was made Duc of Fiano, and nephew Antonio was made general. Out of compassion for the poor of the impoverished Papal States, he sought to help them by reducing taxes. But this same generous nature led him to bestow on his relations the riches they were eager to accumulate; on their behalf, and to the discredit of his pontificate, he revived sinecure offices which had been suppressed by Innocent XI. He bought the books and manuscripts of Queen Christina of Sweden for the Vatican Library. Alexander VIII assisted his native Venice by generous subsidies in the war against the Turks, as well as sending seven galleys and 2,000 infantry for the campaign in Albania. He reconciled with Louis XIV and arranged the return of Avignon which had been lost under Alexander VII [see 1655]. He was interested in a possible Stuart restoration in England and established a group to study English affairs.

INNOCENT XII  Pope [1691-1700] was educated at a Jesuit college from where he entered the Roman Curia  in 1635 at the age of twenty. He received advancements under succeeding popes especially under Innocent XI who made him a cardinal in 1681 and archbishop of Naples in 1687. He was elected pope as a compromise candidate in the Hapsburg – Bourbon struggle and patterned his pontificate on that of Innocent XI except that he sided with the Bourbons rather than the Austrian Hapsburgs. He proved to be a strong willed Reformer as well as successfully healing divisions within the church. Innocent issued a bull against nepotism, abolished sinecures and set up the mechanism for the forceful and fair administration of justice and instituted many charitable and educational works. He also helped to contribute to the War of Spanish Succession by convincing Charles II of Spa to name Philip of Anjou as his successor. Innocent XII appears as one of the narrators in Robert Browning's long poem "The Ring and the Book" (1869), based on the true story of the Pope's intervention in a historical murder trial in Rome during his papacy.

CLEMENT XI  Pope [1700-1721] Ten years after being made a cardinal he reluctantly accepted election as pope. His reign occurred during the period of the War of Spanish Succession. He had to deal with Jansenism [see 1638] which he condemned in a bull in 1705. In 1713 he issued a famous bull in which he attacked Quesnel’s thesis [see 1672]  that grace is irresistible and without it man is incapable of spiritual good. Another important decision of Clement XI was in regard to the Chinese Rites [see 1601] controversy: The Jesuit missionaries were forbidden to take part in honours paid to Confucius or the ancestors of the Emperors of China, which Clement XI identified as "idolatrous and barbaric", and to accommodate Christian language to pagan ideas under plea of conciliating the heathen. 

In 1708 he made the Feast of the Immaculate Conception [see 1854] obligatory. He secured a valuable library from the East and at his death had reigned longer than any pope in the previous five centuries.
POPES IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
INNOCENT XIII  Pope [1721-1724]  Like Pope Innocent III, Pope Gregory IX and Pope Alexander IV he was a member of the family of the Conti, counts and dukes of Segni. He was born in Rome and became a Cardinal under Pope Clement XI in 1706. From 1697 to 1710 he acted as papal nuncio to the Kingdom of Portugal, where he is believed to have formed the unfavourable impressions of the Jesuits which afterwards influenced his conduct towards them. In 1721 his high reputation for ability, learning, purity, and a kindly disposition secured his election to succeed Clement XI as Pope Innocent XIII. His pontificate was prosperous, but comparatively uneventful. Innocent XIII prohibited the Jesuits from prosecuting their mission in China, and ordered that no new members should be received into the order. This indication of his sympathies encouraged some French bishops to approach him with a petition for the recall the bull by which Jansenism had been condemned but this request was immediately denied. Like his predecessor, he showed favour to James Francis Edward Stuart, the "Old Pretender" to the British throne and generously supported him. 

BENEDICT XIII Pope [1724-1730] He was a member of the Orsini of Rome, the third and last member of that family to become Pope. He entered the Dominican Order and was named Cardinal-Priest of San Sisto in 1672 He endeavoured to put a stop to the decadent lifestyles of the Italian cardinals and priesthood and also abolished the lottery in Rome. A man fond above all of asceticism and religious celebrations, according to Pope Benedict XIV he "did not have any idea about how to rule" with the government being effectively held by the cardinal who had been Benedict's secretary when he was archbishop of Benevento. Here the secretary committed a long series of financial abuses at his own advantage causing the ruin of the Papal treasure. In foreign politics, he struggled with John V of Portugal and the Jansenists. Pope Benedict XIII also repealed the world wide smoking ban set by Pope Urban VIII. Benedict XIII consecrated at least 139 bishops for various important European sees, including German, French, English and New World bishops. In 1727 he inaugurated the famous Spanish Steps and founded the University of Camerino. Benedict died in 1730. He succeeded Innocent XIII [see 1721] and was succeeded by Clement XII [see 1730]
CLEMENT XII  Pope [1730-1740] The new pope represented a family in the highest level of Florentine society, with a cardinal in every generation for the previous hundred years. He was a lawyer, with a degree from the University of Pisa. After the death of his uncle and his father, in 1685, Clement now aged thirty-three purchased, according to the custom of the time, for 30,000 scudi, a position of rank and devoted his wealth and leisure to the enlargement of the library bequeathed to him by his uncle. He was created a Cardinal in 1706 by Clement XI retaining his services as papal treasurer. Various members of the curia had drained the financial resources of the see. Clement XII was one of the oldest men to be elected Pope. 
Though he was blind and compelled to keep to his bed, from which he gave audiences and transacted affairs of state, he surrounded himself with capable officials, many of them his Corsini relatives, but he did little for his family except to purchase and enlarge the Palazzo Corsini. His first moves as Pope Clement XII were to restore the papal finances. He demanded restitution from the ministers who had abused the confidence of his predecessor. The chief culprit, Cardinal Coscia, was heavily fined and sentenced to ten years' imprisonment. Papal finances were also improved through reviving the public lottery, which had been suppressed by the severe morality of Benedict XIII. Soon it poured into Clement XII's treasury an annual sum amounting to nearly a half million scudi, enabling him to undertake the extensive building programs for which he is chiefly remembered, but which he was never able to see. He took action against Jansenism and in 1738 forbad Roman Catholics to be involved in Masonic Lodges under the pain of excommunication. He vigorously supported missionary works helping the Lebanese Maronites and sending Franciscans to Ethiopia. He succeeded Benedict XIII [see 1724] and was succeeded by Benedict XIV [see 1740]
BENEDICT XIV  Pope [1740-1758] He was born into a noble family of Bologna and created Cardinal-Priest in 1728. He was elected Pope in 1740. after a conclave lasting six months. He is alleged to have said to the cardinals: "If you wish to elect a saint, choose Gotti; a statesman, Aldrovandi; a donkey, elect me". 
His Papacy began in a time of great difficulties, chiefly caused by the disputes between Catholic rulers and the Papacy about governmental demands to nominate bishops rather than leaving the appointment to the Church. He however managed to overcome most of these problems. He had a very active papacy, reforming the education of priests, the calendar of feasts of the Church, and many papal institutions including missions. In 1741 Benedict XIV produced a bull against the enslavement of the indigenous peoples of the Americas and other countries. He was also responsible for beginning the catalogue of the Vatican Library. He succeeded Clement XII [see 1730] and was succeeded by Clement XIII [see 1758]
CLEMENT XIII Pope [1758-1769] [see 1740]. He received a Jesuit education in Bologna and was created cardinal by Clement XII [see 1730] in 1737 becoming Bishop of Padua six years later. During his tenure as bishop of Padua he visited all the parishes in the diocese, the first bishop to do that for 50 years. He was elected at a time when the papacy was declining in prestige and the Jesuits were under attack. He took up the cause of the Jesuits to whom he owed his election. In 1758 the reforming minister of Joseph I of Portugal (1750–77), the Marquis of Pombal, expelled the Jesuits from Portugal, and shipped them en masse to Civitavecchia, as a "gift for the Pope. The Jesuits were abolished in France in 1764 and expelled from Spain, Naples and Malta. The Bourbon Kings seized Avignon, Benevento and Pontecorvo, and united in a demand for the total suppression of the Jesuits in January 1769. Driven to extremes, Clement XIII consented to call a meeting to consider the step, but on the very eve of the day set for its meeting he died on February 2nd 1769), not without suspicion of poison, of which, however, there appears to be no conclusive evidence. They were finally suppressed by Clement XIV [see 1769] 

CLEMENT XIV Pope [1769-1774]. He received his education from the Jesuits at Rimini and in 1724, at the age of nineteen, entered the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor Conventual He became a friend of Pope Benedict XIV (1740–58). In 1758 he was appointed by that Pope to investigate the issue of the traditional blood libel regarding the Jews which he found to be untrue He was elected Pope Clement XIV on 19th May 1769 and was installed on 4th  June, 1769, after a conclave that had been sitting since 15th February 1769, Deliberations were heavily influenced by the political manoeuvres of the ambassadors of Catholic sovereigns who were opposed to the Jesuits. His policies were calculated from the outset to smooth the breaches with the Catholic Crowns that had developed during the previous pontificate. The dispute between the temporal and the spiritual Catholic authorities was seen as a threat by Church authority, and Clement XIV worked towards the reconciliation of the European sovereigns. The Pope went on to engage in the suppression of the Jesuits, the decree to this effect being written in November 1772, and signed in July 1773.

Pope Clement XIV and the customs of the Catholic Church in Rome are described in letters of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and his father Leopold Mozart written from Rome in April and May of 1770 during their tour of Italy the same year. Leopold found the upper clergy offensively haughty, but was received by the pope with his son after Wolfgang demonstrated an amazing feat of musical memory. The papal chapel was famous for performing a Miserere mei, Deus by the seventeenth-century composer Gregorio Allegri whose music was not to be copied outside of the chapel on pain of excommunication. The fourteen-year-old Wolfgang was able to transcribe the composition in its entirety after a single hearing. Clement XIV knighted the young Mozart, the only ruler who ever accorded him a similar honour in his lifetime. Ever after, Mozart was able to pass himself off as a noble when he cared to. 

PIUS VI  Pope  [1775-1799] Born of noble parents as educated by the Jesuits and in 1740 went to Rome and eventually became secretary to Benedict XIV however hew was not ordained until 1758. In 1773 he was created cardinal despite his opposition to the Jesuit Order which took place the same year. As pope by delicate diplomatic efforts he contrived to secure the Jesuits resettlement in Prussia and Russia. In the Holy Roman Empire Febronianism spread rapidly with the encouragement of the archbishop electors though at the Ems Congress of 1786 their aims were cleverly frustrated by the pope and the movement soon came to the end. 

Most seriously Josephinism in the Hapsburg Empire led to the pope’s journeying to Vienna in 1782 to plead with the reforming emperor. The following year after the threat of excommunication the emperor Joseph returned to visit Pius who partially reasserted his authority. When four years later Joseph tried to extend his policies to the Spanish Netherlands the devoutly Catholic inhabitants rose in a clerical nationalist revolt and the pope had the satisfaction of seeing princely reforms opposed by the people themselves. The French Revolution and the Civil Constitution of the Clergy  in 1790 led the pope to anathematise the revolutionaries and those clerics who accepted the reform. 

This caused the Papal States to be in the first anti French Coalition of 1796 but this led to the invasion of the Papal States and the seizure of Rome itself in 1798. Pius was captured and carried away by the French which led to his death in the depths of an Alpine winter of 1799. 

PIUS VII Pope [1800-1823] He trained as a Benedictine  and held the sees of Tivoli and Imola before becoming pope. There he was immediately met by the demands of Napoleon who, in order to strengthen his hold on France wanted a new concordat. The pope remained immovable in regards to his spiritual authority while seeking to accommodate the church in the new forms of society. The Concordat of 1801 restored the church in France but as amended by the Organic Articles of 1802 left Napoleon in complete charge. Pius who was still conciliatory agreed to be present at Napoleon’s self coronation as emperor in Paris  in December 1804. Pius was constantly complaining and he was seized in 1809 and deported to Savona hear Genoa and finally to Fontainebleau in 1812. Napoleon never succeeded in dominating Pius and on his release the pope re-entered Rome in May 1814. His resistance to Napoleon provided an example of devotion for masses of the faithful. At the Congress of Vienna the negotiator for the papacy was able to get the re establishment of most of the Papal States. The church was effectively restored by concordats with Bavaria and Sardinia in 1817, Naples and Russia in 1818 and Prussia in 1821. Pius restored the Jesuits in 1814 and revitalised Catholic missions in Asia and Latin America. 

POPES IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
LEO XII Pope [1823-1829] He was educated at Rome, where he was ordained priest in 1783. In 1792 Pope Pius VI made him his private secretary creating him titular archbishop of Tyre the following year. In 1794 he lived in Augsburg, Germany. During the dozen or more years he spent in Germany he was entrusted with several missions, which brought him into contact with the political leaders of the day including Napoleon. During this time however he was criticised for his private life and unaccountability of his finances. After the Napoleonic abolition of the Papal States in 1798 he was treated by the French as a state prisoner, and lived for some years at the abbey of Monticelli, busying himself with music and with bird-shooting, pastimes which he continued even after his election as Pope. After being chosen to carry the Pope's congratulations to Louis XVIII of France, upon his restoration he was elevated to the position of cardinal in 1816 and four years later became Vicar General of Rome under Pius VII. In the conclave of 1823 he was elected Pope with election being facilitated because he was thought to be at death's door; but he unexpectedly rallied. Personally most frugal, Leo XII reduced taxes, made justice less costly, and was able to find money for certain public improvements; yet he left the Church's finances more confused than he had found them, and even the elaborate jubilee of 1825 did not really mend financial matters. 

PIUS VIII  Pope [1829-1830]  He studied Canon law and, in 1800 became bishop of Montalto. After he refused to swear allegiance to Napoleon I of France (1804–14, 1815) he was taken to France. Following the defeat of France he was elevated to cardinal priest in 1816, He continued to live modestly, made no enemies, and although his own private life had always been irreproachable, he had shown no signs of judgment where others were concerned. He suffered from a very painful and distressing complaint, having perpetually weeping sores on his neck and body, and was too ill and feeble to do more than sign the documents presented to him by Giuseppe Cardinal Albani, who ruled the Papal States as autocratically as though he had himself worn the triple crown. Expressing concern on the debate on religious pluralism which was occurring in his own time he condemned the "foul contrivance of the sophists of this age" that would place Catholicism on par with any other religion. Regarding Bible translations, he wrote “We must also be wary of those who publish the Bible with new interpretations contrary to the Church's laws. They skilfully distort the meaning by their own interpretation. They print the Bibles in the vernacular and, absorbing an incredible expense, offer them free even to the uneducated. Furthermore, the Bibles are rarely without perverse little inserts to ensure that the reader imbibes their lethal poison instead of the saving water of salvation”. In 1830 he condemned Masonic secret societies and modernist biblical translations. Pius VIII accepted the situation on mixed marriages between Protestants and Catholics in Germany, but opposed liberalising tendencies in Ireland and Poland.

GREGORY XVI  Pope [1831-1846]  He became a monk in 1783 and rose to vicar general of the Camaldolese Order in 1823 and to cardinal three years later. He devoted his reign to the consolidation of the papacy as the focus of authority in the church and the definer of religious principles for society. 

The Revolution of 1831 at Rome confronted him immediately with revolutionary principles faced and he called in Austrian troops to put it down. He determined to implement his previously published ideas that claimed that the church was divinely ordained with an independent and unchanging mandate with the pope, the infallible head with the Papal States giving spiritual independence from all states. In numerous publications he tried to pinpoint the religious errors of groups which were against him or at least unsympathetic with his own religious and cultural ideal. He condemned  liberalism and separation of church and state. He stimulated massive missionary activity especially in Asia and Latin America naming 200 missionary bishops during his pontificate consolidating all missions under the papacy. 
PIUS IX Pope [1846-1878] He was archbishop of Spoleto in 1827 and Bishop of Imola five years later before his election as pope. He enjoyed the longest reign as pontiff and oversaw the revival of the Roman Catholic church in the 19th century. Two major events dominated his reign, the end of papal temporal power and the first Vatican Council in 1869-1870. Pius experienced revolution personally in the Revolution of 1848-49 when he was forced to flee Rome. French troops restored him in April 1850 and occupied Rome for most of the next twenty years. However uprisings and the Sardinian Italian invasions in 1859-60 and 1870 terminated the Papal temporal power over the Papal States. He constructively promoted Ultramontane renewal of his spiritual power by defining in 1854 the Immaculate Conception of Mary which encouraged wide popular Catholic revival among the faithful as did the promulgation of Papal Infallibility in 1870 and the convening of the Vatican Council in the same year. He re-established hierarchies in a number of countries and in the process Pius IX achieved a church remarkably independent from state domination.

LEO XIII  Pope  [1878-1903] was educated by the Jesuits at Viterbo after which he studied in Rome and was ordained a priest in 1837. He gained a reputation as a social reformer and in the 1840’s mediated an educational controversy between the Jesuits and the Catholic University of Louvain. In 1853 Leo was created cardinal and spent his long episcopate building and restoring churches and encouraging learning and social reform and although not popular with Pius IX protested against the loss of temporal power by the papacy in 1870. By conciliatory methods he overcame anti-clerical protests in Germany after the decree of papal infallibility in 1870. After his election as pope he renewed contacts with Russia and Japan and improved relations with Britain. In France however he tried with little success to disassociate the Catholic clergy from the royalist party and during his last years relations between church and state in France had deteriorated into a period of aggressive anticlericalism. In Italy as well the loss of the papal states remained permanent so that the pope was considered “The Prisoner of the Vatican”. Leo did much in the social area attempting to stem the flow of common people away from the church by promoting the concept of just wages and trade unions. He encouraged the study of the Bible and in 1883 opened the Vatican library to historical research.

POPES IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
PIUS X  Pope [1903-1914] He became bishop of Mantua in 1884 and Patriarch of Venice nine years later. He continued reforming the Catholic church and fighting against modernism which eventually resulted in the clergy in 1910 taking an oath against modernism. He followed Leo XIII in recommending Thomism as the Catholic philosophy and founded the Pontifical Bible  Institute in Rome in 1909. To strengthen the faith of the ordinary believer he promoted renewal in worship and personal devotion. He improved church music including the revival of Gregorian chant and a new devotion to Mary, more frequent Mass for the faithful, an earlier first communion for children and better religious instruction  as well as commencing the codification of Canon Law. The Catholic struggle with the secularist Third Republic of France reached a new stage with the break in diplomatic relations in 1904. The French law of Separation of 1905 terminated the Concordat of 1801 and resulted in the confiscation of church property and transformed its semi favourable legal stance towards the church into legal active antagonism. 

BENEDICT XV [1914-1922] Pope. He succeeded Pius X [see 1903]  His pontificate was largely overshadowed by World War I and its political, social and humanitarian consequences in Europe. World War I which he labelled “the suicide of civilized Europe” and its consequences were the main focus of Benedict who declared the neutrality of the Holy See and attempted from that position to mediate peace in 1916 and 1917. 
Both sides rejected his initiatives. German Protestants rejected any “Papal Peace” as insulting while French politician Georges Clemenceau regarded the Vatican initiative as anti-French. Having failed with diplomatic initiatives, the Pope focused on humanitarian efforts to lessen the impacts of the war, such as care for prisoners of war, the exchange of wounded soldiers and food deliveries to needy populations in Europe. World War One caused great damage to Catholic missions throughout the world so Benedict revitalized these activities encouraging Catholics throughout the world to participate. His last concern was the emerging persecution of the Church in the Soviet Russia and the famine there after the revolution. Benedict was an ardent mariologist, devoted to Marian veneration and open to new perspectives of Roman Catholic Mariology. He supported the mediatrix theology and authorized the Feast of Mary Mediator of all Graces. After just over seven years in office, Pope Benedict XV died on 22 January 1922.

PIUS XI  Pope [1922-1939] He earned three doctorates and before election as pope was Archbishop of Milan He significantly advanced Catholic formulation of the church’s role in the secular post World War I era. With the Lateran treaties of 1922 the long and complex question of the end of papal temporal power dating back to 1859-60 and 1870 attained a new status by mutual agreement between Mussolini and the papacy. In it the State of Vatican City was established, an Italian Vatican concordat signed and Italy paid the Vatican a large indemnity. Mussolini through this won papal support for his emerging totalitarian regime while it gave the Vatican the independence it sought. In the 1930’s Pius XI condemned the principles of Fascism, German Nazism and Soviet Communism. In education he argued against exclusive state control of education promoting catholic schools. Pius concluded many concordats with foreign countries and in missions promoted the concept of indigenous leadership by appointing six Chinese bishops in 1926 and a Japanese bishop the following year.
PIUS XII Pope [1939-1958] He was ordained a priest in 1899 and had his first taste of Vatican life two years later when he entered the papal secretariat under Leo III. He was created a cardinal and papal secretary by Pius XI in 1930 who unofficially named him as his successor to the pontificate. He travelled to the Eucharistic Congress in Buenos Aires the first time a papal secretary had travelled outside Italy and also attended other events in Europe and the USA. According to his admirers he was a very able statesman, a great teacher, a custodian of sound doctrine, a champion of neutrality and a militant anti Communist. To his detractors he was a gifted politician who skilfully adapted traditional practice to the circumstance of World War II and its aftermath. In 1943 he issued an edict which appeared to promote returning to Bible study but in 1950 a further statement was issued which revoked some concessions made in that sphere and prepared the way for the proclamation of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in that year and the promulgation of the Marian year in 1954. He also had a zeal to canonize a number of his predecessors. 
JOHN XXIII Pope [1958-1963]  Before being elected as Pope he had been director of the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith in Italy and from 1953 a cardinal and Patriarch of Venice. Because of his age he was thought to be a transitional pope.  He was elected as pope after a three day conclave with eleven ballots. He chose the name John which had not been used as a name for over five hundred years. At Christmastime in 1958 he made lengthy visits to two hospitals and caused sick and crippled children to visit him and also visited the local prison. An all important day of his pontificate was 25th January 1959 when to a stunned group of cardinals he announced he would do three things. Firstly call a synod of the church in Rome which had not occurred since mediaeval times with the last council meeting in 1869-70. Secondly he would summon an ecumenical council to promote Christian unity to which Athenagoras Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople expressed delight and Archbishop Fisher head of the Anglicans called upon the pope which caused a great stir in England. Thirdly he would promote the reform of Canon Law which he did by setting up a Commission on 29th March 1963. Pope John made two famous speeches in 1962, one on the relationship between the church and the world and another at the opening of the council. John was a sick man but he continued to work unabated and his visits to hospitals and prisons continued. He also actively sought better relations with Communist nations and was encouraged by the release of the Archbishop of Lvov in the Ukraine from prison. The last week of his life was followed intensely by the press of the free world appreciative of his warm humanity that had endeared him to many who did not share his religious views.

PAUL VI  Pope [1963-1978] He was educated at a Jesuit institute but because of ill health stayed at home while studying in the seminary. After ordination in 1920 he went to Rome for post graduate studies at the Gregorian University becoming a chaplain at the university in 1924. In 1954 Pius XII appointed him Archbishop of Milan and during his time there tried to work for social justice for the workers. Paul was named a cardinal by John XXIII in 1958 and became his successor on 30th June 1963. 

Vatican II resumed on the 29th September opened by a papal appeal for renewal and unity. At the end of Vatican II Paul promised a reorganization of the Curia. Following the habit of John XXIII Paul visited the ill and those in prison.  The magnitude and depth of the reforms affecting all areas of Church life during his pontificate exceeded similar reform policies of his predecessors and successors. Paul VI was a Marian devotee, speaking repeatedly to Marian congresses and mariological meetings, visiting Marian shrines and issuing three Marian encyclicals. Following his famous predecessor Ambrose of Milan, he named Mary to be the Mother of the Church during the Vatican Council. Paul VI sought the dialogue with the world, with other Christians, religions, atheism, excluding nobody. He saw himself as a humble servant for a suffering humanity and demanded significant changes of the rich in American and Europe in favour of the poor in the Third World. His positions on birth control and other issues were controversial in Western Europe and North America, but applauded in Eastern and Southern Europe and Latin America. His pontificate took place during sometimes revolutionary changes in the world, student revolts, the Vietnam War and other upheavals and he tried to understand it all but at the same time defend the “Deposit of Faith” as it was entrusted to him. Paul VI died on 6th August 1978. 
JOHN PAUL I  Pope [1978] He reigned as Pope and as Sovereign of Vatican City from 26 August 1978 until his death 33 days later. His reign is among the shortest in papal history, resulting in the most recent “Year of Three Popes”. John Paul I was the first Pope born in the 20th century and the first to have a double name which he put down to his admiration of the two previous incumbents. His father was a bricklayer and he entered the minor seminary of Feltre in 1923, where his teachers found him "too lively"  and later went on to the major seminary of Belluno. During his stay at Belluno, he attempted to join the Jesuits but was denied Ordained a priest in 1935, John Paul served as a curate in his native Forno de Canale before becoming a professor and the vice-rector of the Belluno seminary in 1937. Among the different subjects, he taught dogmatic and moral theology, canon law, and sacred art. In 1958 he was appointed Bishop of Vittorio Veneto by Pope John XXIII and as a bishop he participated in all the sessions of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965). In 1969, he was appointed Patriarch of Venice by Pope Paul VI who raised him to Cardinal in 1973. Catholics were struck by his humility, a prime example being his embarrassment when Paul VI once removed his papal stole and put it on John Paul. Of that event he later said “Pope Paul VI made me blush to the roots of my hair in the presence of 20,000 people, because he removed his stole and placed it on my shoulders. Never have I blushed so much!” He was elected on the fourth ballot of the August 1978 papal conclave. In Italy he is remembered with the affectionate nickname “The Smiling Pope”
After his election, John Paul quickly made several decisions that would "humanize" the office of pope and   was the first modern pope to speak in the singular form, using 'I' instead of the royal we, though the official records of his speeches were often rewritten in more formal style by traditionalist aides, who reinstated the royal we in press releases. He is also remembered for being the first to refuse the traditional papal coronation. Instead, he chose an  investiture  to commence his brief papacy. The visit of Jorge Rafael Videla, president of the Argentine junta to the Vatican caused considerable controversy, especially when the Pope reminded Videla about human rights violations taking place in Argentina during the so-called Dirty War. The moral theology of John Paul I has been described by some as being very liberal, to the extent that it may have stood a chance of reversing the Church's opposition to birth control if he had lived longer. For this reason, it has been cited as a significant part of Pope John Paul I conspiracy theories. John Paul I was found dead sitting up in his bed shortly before dawn on 29 September 1978, just 33 days into his papacy. The Vatican reported that the 65-year-old Pope most likely died the previous night of a heart attack.
JOHN PAUL II Pope  [1978-2005] Pope John Paul II was born Karol Józef Wojtyła on 18th May 1920 and served as Pontiff for almost 27 years. His was the second longest pontificate; only Pope Pius IX serving longer. He was the only Polish Pope, and the first non-Italian Pope since Dutch Pope Adrian VI [1522–3]. Born the youngest of three children his two siblings died young. His mother died when he was eight  He was athletic as a young man playing soccer as a goal keeper sometimes as a substitute for a local Jewish team if they were short of players. In 1938 he went to university to study languages for which he had great talent speaking twelve languages which served him well in his pontificate. The university was closed by the Nazis in 1939.  His father died in 1941 leaving him at 20 years of age the sole survivor of his family After the invasion of Poland all able-bodied males were required to work, and from 1940 to 1944 he variously worked as a messenger for a restaurant, a manual labourer in a limestone quarry, and for a chemical factory to avoid being deported to Germany. He stated that he began thinking seriously about the priesthood after his father's death, and that his vocation gradually became ‘an inner fact of unquestionable and absolute clarity.’ In October 1942, increasingly aware of his calling to the priesthood, he knocked on the door of the Archbishops Palace in Kraków, and declared that he wanted to study for the priesthood. Soon after, he began courses in the clandestine underground seminary run by the Archbishop 
On 29 February 1944, he was knocked down by a German truck. Unexpectedly, the Germans tended to him and sent him to a hospital. He spent two weeks there recovering from a severe concussion and a shoulder injury. This accident and his survival seemed to him a confirmation of his priestly vocation. On 6 August 1944, ‘Black Sunday’ the Gestapo rounded up young men in Kraków to avoid an uprising but he  escaped by hiding in the basement of his uncle's home while German troops searched upstairs. More than eight thousand men and boys were taken into custody that day, but he escaped to the Archbishop's Palace, where he remained in hiding until after the Germans left. On the night of 17 January 1945, the Germans fled the city and the students reclaimed the ruined seminary. On completion of his studies he was ordained in 1946. He studied theology in Rome receiving a doctorate in sacred theology. He returned to Poland in the 1948. During the next ten years he earned a second doctorate, did parish work and taught at the university. In 1958 he at 38 years of age became the youngest bishop in Poland. Beginning in October 1962 he took part in the Second Vatican Council (1962–1965) On 13th January 1964 Pope Paul VI appointed him Archbishop of Kraków and further promoted him to cardinal in June 1967 and in 1978 was elected pope as a compromise candidate after the conservative and liberal candidates found that the cardinals were polarised. 
John Paul II has been widely acclaimed as one of the most influential leaders of the twentieth century. It is widely agreed that he was instrumental in ending communism in his native Poland and eventually all of Europe as well as significantly improving the Catholic Church's relations with Judaism, the Eastern Orthodox Church, and the Anglican Communion. Though criticised for his opposition to contraception and the ordination of women, as well as his support for the Second Vatican Council and its reform of the Liturgy, he has also been praised for his firm, orthodox Catholic stances in these areas. He was one of the most-travelled world leaders in history, visiting 129 countries during his pontificate. He was fluent in many languages: Italian, French, German, English, Spanish, Portuguese, Russian, Croatian, Ancient Greek and Latin as well as his native Polish. He was also known to speak some Asian languages like Tagalog and Papuan. As part of his special emphasis on the universal call to holiness, he beatified 1,340 people and canonised 483 “Saints” which was more than the combined tally of his predecessors during the last five centuries. 

POPES IN THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY
BENEDICT XVI  Pope [2005-]Born in Bavaria he is theologically conservative, and his teaching and prolific writings defend traditional Catholic doctrine and values. After a long career as a professor of theology at various German universities he was appointed Archbishop of Munich and Freising and cardinal by Pope Paul VI in 1977. In 1981, he settled in Rome when he became Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, one of the most important offices of the Roman Curia. At the time of his election as Pope, he was also Dean of the College of Cardinals. During his papacy, Benedict XVI has emphasized what he sees as a need for Europe to return to fundamental Christian values in response to increasing de-Christianisation and secularisation in many developed countries. For this reason, he proclaims relativism's denial of objective truth and more particularly, the denial of moral truths as the central problem of the 21st century. He teaches the importance for the Catholic Church and for humanity of contemplating God's redemptive love and has reaffirmed the "importance of prayer in the face of the activism and the growing secularism of many Christians engaged in charitable work." He was also the founder and patron of the Ratzinger Foundation, a charitable organisation, which makes money from the sale of books and essays written by the Pope, in order to fund scholarships and bursaries for students across the world. He succeeded John Paul II [see 1978]
ANTIPOPES

DEFINITION  - An antipope is a person who, in opposition to a sitting Bishop of Rome, makes a widely accepted claim to be the Pope. In the past, antipopes were typically those supported by a fairly significant faction of cardinals and kingdoms. Persons who claim to be the pope but have few followers are not generally classified as antipopes. There are 39 antipopes listed below ranging over a period of some 1200 years, the first antipope being Hippolytus [217-235] while the last is Felix V [1439-1449] 

HIPPOLYTUS  Antipope [170‑235] He was the most important third-century theologian in the Western church and regarded in church history as the first antipope. He was in opposition to Popes Calixtus I, Urban I and Pontian. The creed Hippolytus wrote in his work ‘Apostolic Tradition’, which was for baptismal candidates, is very similar to the creeds still in use in the West (whilst the Eastern church prefers to use the Nicene creed).  Hippolytus wrote in Greek, and his most important works were ‘Refutation of All Heresies’ in which he maintained that all Christian heresies could be traced to pagan philosophies, and ‘Apostolic Tradition’ (already mentioned) which preserves for us a conservative picture of church order and worship in Rome at the end of the second century.  He also wrote a ‘Commentary on Daniel’ which is the oldest Christian Bible commentary to survive in its entirety.  

Hippolytus was a presbyter and teacher in the church of Rome when Zephyrinus was bishop, and he accused the bishop of being lax in regard to enforcing the church’s position against heresy.  Hippolytus fought vigorously against the Monarchian heresy (see the year 200) being a champion himself of the Logos doctrine, which distinguished the persons of the Trinity.  Even though he was recognised in Rome as a scholar with considerable talent he was overlooked to succeed Zephyrinus, and the senior deacon Calixtus was made bishop.  The charitable policy of Calixtus in the acceptance back into the church of repentant sinners was unacceptable to Hippolytus who was a rigorist.  He departed, and his followers made him their bishop (hence he is known as an antipope).  He continued his attack on laxity, severely criticising Calixtus, and the following two bishops, Urban and Pontian.  Later, in 235 during the persecution of Emperor Maximinus, Hippolytus was sent to the mines of Sardinia, as was Pontian, and there reconciliation was made.  

NOVATION  Antipope [251-258] He was in opposition to Bishops Cornelius, Lucius I, Stephen I AND Sixtus II. He was made bishop by a separatist group in Rome in opposition to Cornelius; he died a martyr in the persecution under Valerian.  Novation was a presbyter with the reputation of being a learned theologian, and had at the time of the election of Cornelius, been preferred for bishop by a minority in the church at Rome.  He had a very hardline view regarding apostates; he considered they had committed the ‘sin unto death’ and could not therefore, by the church, be restored to its fellowship.  As bishop of the separatist group, Novation also sent a delegation to Carthage over this controversy, and his man was set up as rival bishop to Cyprian.  Novationism was the name given to the schism, also known as ‘the puritan party’; Novationist churches were established in other regions with new converts baptised (which would very shortly contribute to another controversy).  In regard to his doctrine, Novation’s writings on the person and work of Christ prove his orthodoxy; he wrote at length on the Trinity and maintained the full deity of Christ.  (A Novationist bishop will shortly be at the forefront in repudiating the heresy of Arianism, and in 325 at the Council of Nicea, which dealt with Arianism, schisms were also a part of the agenda, and Novationists were accepted back into the mainstream church with the stipulation that there be no change to their doctrinal stance.)

FELIX II Antipope [355-365] He was in opposition to Bishop Liberius and was installed as Bishop of Rome in 355 after the Emperor Constantius II banished the reigning Bishop Liberius for refusing to subscribe the sentence of condemnation against Athanasius . In May 357 the Roman laity, which had remained faithful to Liberius, demanded that Constantius, who was on a visit to Rome, should recall Liberius. The Emperor planned to have Felix and Liberius rule jointly, but when Liberius returned Felix was forced to retire to Porto, near Rome, where, after making an unsuccessful attempt to establish himself again in Rome, he died on 22 November 365.
URSICINUS Antipope [366-367] He was in opposition to Bishop Damasus was elected bishop of Rome in a violently contested election in 366. He ruled in Rome for several months in 366–367 and was afterwards declared an antipope. The rival parties remained highly polarized in Rome, however. In the early Church  new Bishops of Rome were chosen in the manner customarily used in the other dioceses, that is, the clergy, with the people of the diocese, elected or chose the new bishop in the presence of the other bishops in the province. 
This was a simple method in a small community of Christians that was unified by persecution. However as the Christian congregation of Rome grew in size  the acclamation of a new bishop was fraught with division. Rival claimants and a certain class hostility between patrician and plebeian candidates unsettled some episcopal elections. At the same time 4th century emperors were expected to confirm each new pope. The upper-class partisans of Felix supported the election of Damasus, but the opposing supporters of Liberius, the deacons and laity, supported Ursicinus; the two were elected simultaneously in an atmosphere of rioting. Such was the violence and bloodshed that the two prefects of the city were called in to restore order, and after a first setback, when they were driven to the suburbs and a massacre of 137 was perpetrated in the basilica of Sicininus the prefects banished Ursicinus to Gaul. There was further violence when he returned, which continued after Ursicinus was exiled again. At a synod in 378 Ursicinus was condemned and Damasus exonerated and declared the true bishop. A decree of 502 ruled that laymen should no longer vote for the popes and that only higher clergy should be considered eligible.

EULALIUS Antipope [418-419] He was in opposition to Bishop Boniface I. He was elected the day before Pope Boniface I. Honorius, the Emperor, called a Synod which was the first intervention by the Emperor in a Papal election to decide upon the matter. There being no clear result he ordered both claimants out of Rome prior to a second synod. Eulalius however remained until expelled following clashes involving his supporters. When the second synod decided in favour of Boniface Eulalius accepted the result and subsequently became a bishop under Celestine I He died in 423.

LAURENTIUS  Antipope [498-499, 501-506] He was in opposition to Bishop Symmachus  Archpriest Laurentius was elected pope on 22nd November 498, against Symmachus by a dissenting faction with Byzantine sympathies and was in fact, supported by Emperor Anastasius. With the support of Gothic King Theodoric the Great, he was installed in the Lateran Palace as Bishop of Rome starting a schism called the Laurentian schism, that lasted four years. Symmachus tried to resolve the problem by offering Laurentius the Diocese of Nuceria in Campania but Laurentius' supporters sustained the schism. It was Theodoric, fearing a Byzantine influence on Laurentius, who eventually withdrew his support from the Antipope by removing him from Rome.

DIOSCORUS  Antipope [530] He was in opposition to Bishop Boniface II . Pope Felix IV wished Boniface to succeed him, partially to avoid the riots that had occurred on his own accession. However, on Felix' death a majority of the electors voted for Dioscorus. The matter was resolved when Dioscorus died three weeks later, and Felix’s wishes were acceded to with his chosen candidate becoming Boniface II. Boniface forced the clergy who had nominated Dioscorus to sign a retraction and condemn his memory. This document was subsequently destroyed on Agapetus I's orders.

PASCHAL I Antipope [687] Paschal was an antipope of the Roman Catholic church during the year of 687. He was opposed to Pope Sergius I and Antipope Theodore
THEODORE II  Antipope [687] Theodore was an antipope of the Roman Catholic church during the year of 687. He was opposed to Pope Sergius I and Antipope Paschal
CONSTANTINE II Antipope [767-768] He was in opposition to Paul I and Stephen III. Constantine II who died 6th August 768  was an antipope in 767 and 768. During the last days of the Pope Paul I in June, Constantine’s brother Toto of Nepi and a body of Tuscans placed him upon the Papal Throne when he was still a layman. In the spring of 768 he was deposed and killed by Lombards, while prisoner in the monastery of San Saba.

PHILIP Antipope [768]  He was in opposition to Stephen III. He was pope for only one day (July 31st 768). The subject of others intrigues rather than acting on his own account, he was a chaplain in a monastery at Rome. The sometime papal Chancellor, Christophorus, had sought Lombard help to depose Pope Constantine II, who was the candidate of the military faction in Rome. When Constantine was taken captive, Waldipert, acting as the envoy of the Lombard king Desiderius, accompanied Christophorus' brother Sergius in an attack on Rome that ended Constantine's papacy. 
Waldipert then installed Philip as Pope. Christophorus, on learning of this, stated that he would not enter Rome until Philip was removed. Philip was forced to return to his monastery. Christophorus entered Rome and oversaw the election of Stephen III.

JOHN VIII Antipope [844] He was in opposition to Sergius II  He was an Antipope of the Roman Catholic church during the year of 844. On the death of Pope Gregory IV, the Archdeacon John was proclaimed Pope by popular acclamation, while the nobility elected Pope Sergius II, a Roman of noble birth. The opposition was suppressed, with Sergius intervening to save John's life. Sergius was then consecrated immediately, without seeking the ratification of the Frankish court. 

ANASTASIUS III Antipope [855] He was in opposition to Benedict III He was a nephew of Bishop Arsenius of Orte, who undertook important commissions as Papal legate. He learned the Greek language from Eastern Roman monks and obtained an unusual education for his era, such that he appears to be the most learned ecclesiastic of Rome in the barbaric period of the 9th century. During the pontificate of pope Nicholas I (855-867) he was employed by the pope as secretary and he has been shown to be the 'ghost-writer' behind much papal official correspondence of these years. He was also active as an author, and translated Greek language works into Latin. The successor of Nicholas, Pope Adrian II (867-872), appointed Anastasius Head of archives of the Roman Church, an important office at the Lateran Palace that gave him further influence at the papal Court. In 869 he was sent by Louis II, Holy Roman Emperor as envoy to Constantinople to negotiate a marriage between Leo VI the Wise, oldest son of the Byzantine emperor Basil I, and Louis's only child, Ermengard. The successor of Adrian II, Pope John VIII (872-882), also esteemed Anastasius and confirmed him in the office of librarian, entrusted important affairs to him, and encouraged him to further literary work. After the death of Pope Leo IV in 855 Anastasius was elected as Antipope by the imperial party, but the rightfully elected Pope Benedict III, gained the supremacy, and acted kindly towards the usurper. During the pontificate of Adrian II, Anastasius became involved in serious difficulties when, in 868, his brother Eleutherius forcibly carried off the daughter of the pope and soon afterwards killed her and her mother. Eleutherius was executed and Anastasius, who was regarded as the instigator of the murder, was punished by excommunication and deposition. Anastasius translated from Greek into Latin the "Acts" of both the Second Council of Nicaea and the Fourth Council of Constantinople, as well as several legends of saints, along with other writings.

CHRISTOPHER Antipope [903-904]  He was in opposition to Leo V. He held the papacy from October 903 to January 904. Although he was listed as a legitimate pope in most modern lists of popes until the first half of the 20th century, the apparently uncanonical method by which he obtained the papacy led to his being removed from the quasi-official roster of popes and he is now considered an antipope by the Roman Catholic Church. Little is known about the life of Christopher; the lack of reliable, consistent sources make it difficult to establish a concise biography.  Christopher was driven from the papacy by Pope Sergius III (904-911). Some contend that Christopher was compelled to end his days as a monk. However Auxilius of Naples but says that Sergius III murdered Christopher and the historian Vulgarius says he was strangled in prison. 

BONIFACE VII [984-985] Antipope who is said to have put Pope Benedict VI to death in 974. A public tumult caused him to flee to Constantinople with vast treasure. He returned in 984 and murdered John XIV and assumed power in 984 but was assassinated the following year 
JOHN XVI Antipope [997-998] Gregory V had a rival in the person of the antipope John XVI  whom Crescentius II and the nobles of Rome had chosen, in revolt against the will of the youthful Emperor Otto III. The revolt of Crescentius II was decisively suppressed by the Emperor, who marched upon Rome. John XVI fled, and Crescentius II shut himself up in the Castel Sant'Angelo. The Emperor's troops pursued the antipope, captured him, cut off his nose and ears, cut out his tongue, blinded him, and publicly degraded him before Otto III and Gregory V. He was sent to the monastery of Fulda, in Germany, where he lived until 1013.

GREGORY VI Antipope [1012] He was in opposition to Pope Benedict VIII  On the death of Pope Sergius IV in June, 1012, "a certain Gregory" opposed the party of the Theophylae which elected Pope Benedict VIII against him, and got himself made pope, seemingly by a small faction. Gregory VI was the first to claim to be Pope as successor to Pope Sergius, and that Benedict VIII's claim was subsequent. 
Promptly expelled from Rome, Gregory made his way to Germany, and begged the support of the Emperor Henry II. Henry however, after promising him that his case should be carefully examined in accordance with canon law and Roman custom, took away from him the papal insignia which he was wearing, and commanded him to cease to act as pope after which history knows the "certain Gregory" no more.

BENEDICT X Antipope [1058-1059] He was Cardinal Bishop of Velletri and was elected in 1058 with the backing of the Count of Tusculum. However a number of Cardinals alleged that the election was irregular and Hildebrand, later Pope Gregory VII (1073–85) who had been sent by the late Pope Stephen IX (1057–58) to the court of Empress Agnes (mother and regent for Emperor Henry IV, then a minor), who had questioned the validity of Stephen IX's election arrived back in Rome and decided to oppose it, and obtained the support of the Duke of Lorraine-Tuscany and Empress Agnes for the election of Gerhard of Burgundy, Bishop of Florence, as Pope instead. Those cardinals who had opposed Benedict X's election met at Siena in December 1058, and elected Hildebrand's candidate as Pope, who then took the name Nicholas II (1059–61).

Nicholas II proceeded towards Rome, along the way holding a synod at Sutri, where he pronounced Benedict X deposed and excommunicated. The supporters of Nicholas II then gained control of Rome, and forced Benedict X to flee to the castle of Gerard of Galeria. Having arrived in Rome, Nicholas II then proceeded to wage war against Benedict X and his supporters, with Norman assistance eventually forcing Benedict X to surrender and renounce the Papacy.

Benedict X was then allowed to go free, and he retired to one of his family estates. Hildebrand however had him imprisoned in 1060 in the hospice of St. Agnese, where he died some 15 to 20 years later. The most important consequence of the affair of Benedict X was the adoption of new laws on papal elections, at a synod hosted by Nicholas II in the Lateran Palace at Easter 1059.

It should be noted that Pope Benedict X is now considered an antipope. At the time, however, this status was not recognized and so the man whom the Roman Catholic Church officially considers the tenth true Pope Benedict took the official number XI, rather than X. This has advanced the numbering of all subsequent Popes Benedict by one. Popes Benedict XI-XVI are, from an official point of view, the tenth through fifteenth popes by that means.

HONORIUS II Antipope [1061-1064] who was opposed to Pope Alexander II After the death of Pope Nicholas II (1059–61) in July 1061, two different groups met to elect a new Pope. The cardinals met under the direction of Hildebrand, who later became Pope Gregory VII, and elected Pope Alexander II (1061–73) on 30th September 1061. Alexander II had been one of the leaders of the reform party in his role as Anselm the Elder, Bishop of Lucca. Twenty eight days after Alexander II's election an assembly of German and Lombard bishops and notables opposed to the reform movement was brought together at Basle by the Empress Agnes as regent for her son, Emperor Henry IV (1056–1105), and they elected on 28th October 1061 the bishop of Parma who assumed the name of Honorius II. With the support of the Empress and the nobles, in the spring of 1062 Honorius II, with his troops, marched towards Rome to claim the papal seat by force. On 14th April a brief but bloody conflict took place at Rome, in which the forces of Alexander II lost and antipope Honorius II got possession of the precincts of St. Peter's. Duke Godfrey of Lorraine arrived in May 1062, and induced both rivals to submit the matter to the King's decision. Honorius II withdrew to Parma and Alexander II returned to his see in Lucca, pending Godfrey's mediation with the German court and the advisers of the young German King, Henry IV. In Germany, meanwhile, a revolution had taken place with the chief authority in Germany passed to Anno, who was hostile to Honorius II. As a result Alexander II was recognized as the lawful pontiff, and his rival, Honorius II excommunicated in 1063. The antipope did not, however, abandon his claims. At a counter-synod held at Parma he defied the excommunication and gathered an armed force and once more proceeded to Rome. The ensuing war between the rival Popes lasted for about a year. Honorius II eventually gave up, left Rome as a fugitive, and returned to Parma but maintained his claim to the papal chair to the day of his death in 1072

CLEMENT III Antipope [1080, 1084-1100] who was opposed to Popes Gregory VII, Victor III, Urban II and Paschal II  was a cleric who supported Antipope Honorius II against Pope Alexander II. Shortly after Pope Alexander II died Hildebrand was elected the next pope, being installed as Pope Gregory VII on April 29th  but Clement soon emerged as one of the most visible leaders of opposition to the Gregorian reforms. The main cause of the quarrel was Pope Gregory's insistence of ending clerical concubinage and simony and of ejecting from the ministry refractory bishops and priests who continued to keep their concubines. It was in this same year that Emperor Henry IV began his open war on Gregory. 
At the synod of Worms in January, 1076, a resolution was adopted deposing Gregory. On account of the action of Henry's 1076 Synod of Worms against Gregory, the latter was compelled to lay Henry IV under excommunication. Gregory in the end died in exile after the Romans had rebelled against the excesses in the city of Gregory’s allies, the Normans. During the reigns of Gregory’s successors Clement’s group held sway or were ousted out of Rome periodically for the next 16 years until his death in 1100. However the conflict continued through antipopes which followed him.
THEODORIC Antipope [1100-1101] who was opposed to Pope Paschal II. Theodoric was an antipope after Antipope Clement III died on September 8th 1100. His followers in Rome met secretly at night in St. Peter's Basilica and elected and enthroned Cardinal Teodorico, the Bishop of Albano, who then went by the name of Theodoric. Forced to abandon Rome, Theodoric was seized three and a half months later and brought before Pope Paschal II, where he was condemned and declared an antipope and then sent to the monastery of La Cava, Salerno, where he died in 1102. 

ALBERT Antipope [1101] who was opposed to Pope Paschal II. He was elected as antipope in January 1101 by the imperial party in Rome following the arrest and imprisonment of Antipope Theodoric. Again there was a mock election in St. Peter's. But no sooner did word of what was there being done spread abroad than the whole city was in an uproar, and the crowd rushed to the Basilica. In great alarm the assembly hastily broke up and while Albert, the newly elected Antipope, who was the Bishop of Sabina, contrived to make his escape to the Basilica of St. Marcellus, many of his party were seized and were roughly handled. A sum of money quickly bought Antipope Albert from his patron. He was stripped of the pallium that he had just assumed, put on a horse behind its rider, and taken before Pope Paschal II at the Lateran. After a short incarceration in a tower, he was sent to a Monastery and ended his days as a Monk at St. Lawrence's at Aversa.
SYLVESTER IV Antipope [1105-1111] who was opposed to Pope Paschal II. Members of the Roman aristocracy, with the support of the German king Henry V (1105–25) set up another antipope to replace Pope Paschal II (1099–1118), electing the Archpriest of St. Angelo in Peschiera while Paschal II was outside of Rome. After his election, Maginulfo took the papal name of Sylvester IV and was enthroned in the Lateran on November 18, 1105. When Paschal II returned to Rome the next day, Sylvester IV left for Tivoli and finally settled under the protection of Count Guarniero di Ancona. On April 11, 1111, Paschal II and King Henry V reached an agreement about the investiture of Catholic bishops. Then the king, who had used Sylvester IV to exercise pressure on Paschal II, made the antipope abandon his claim to the office of pope and submit to Paschal II. Sylvester was allowed to live out the rest of his life in Ancona with his patron..

GREGORY VII Antipope [1118-1121] who was opposed to Popes Gelasius II and Calixtus II He was born Maurice Bourdin in France and was Archbishop of Braga in 1111. In 1116, when Emperor Henry V (1105–25) invaded Italy during the confrontations over the Emperor's rights of investiture of clerics, Paschal II sent him on an embassy to Henry while the Pope and the Curia fled south. He defected to the Emperor's side. Henry V went to Rome, and on Easter Sunday, March 23rd 1117, was crowned Holy Roman Emperor by Maurice. Paschal II deposed and excommunicated Henry V and removed Maurice from office. When Paschal II died on 24 January 1118, he was succeeded by Pope Gelasius II (1118–19). Henry V went to Rome but Gelasius II escaped to Gaeta and refused to meet the Emperor to discuss German affairs. Partly in reprisal the imperial party among the cardinals then annulled Gelasius II's election, and on March 1st 1118 Maurice was proclaimed Pope, taking the name Gregory VIII. Gelasius II proceeded to excommunicate both Gregory VIII and Henry V on April 7th 1118. After Gelasius II's death, when Calixtus II had been elected Pope in 1119, Henry V was induced to change papal allegiance, in the Concordat of Worms of 1122. Calixtus II entered Rome, and Gregory VIII left, going to Sutri, where he was in April 1121, when papal troops of Calixtus II closed up the city for eight days until its citizens surrendered antipope Gregory VIII. He was taken to Rome and imprisoned. After having been moved in confinement from monastery to monastery, he finally died at La Cava, Salerno, some time after August 1137

CELESTINE II Antipope [1124] who was opposed to Pope Honorius II. He was an antipope for one day, December 16th 1124. He was considered legitimate, but nonetheless submitted to the opposing pope, Honorius II. He was selected as pope in a confused and chaotic election, in which Theobald and another cardinal, Saxo, were supported by the Pierleoni family. During the process of Celestine's investment, Robert Frangipani and a body of troops broke into the church and proclaimed Lamberto Cardinal Scannabecchi, a man of considerable learning, pope. On Celestine's resignation Scannabecchi became Honorius II.

ANACLETUS II Antipope [1130-1138] who was opposed to Pope Innocent II He was an Antipope who ruled from 1130 to his death, in a schism against the contested hasty election of Pope Innocent II. He was of Jewish descent of a powerful Roman family. As a second son with ambitions he was destined for an ecclesiastical career. He studied in Paris and entered the Benedictine Abbey of Cluny. Later he went to Rome and occupied several important positions. In 1130, Pope Honorius II lay dying and the cardinals decided that they would entrust the election to a commission of eight men, led by papal chancellor Haimeric, who had his candidate hastily elected as Pope Innocent II. He was consecrated on February 14th, the day after Honorius' death. On the same day, the other cardinals announced that Innocent had not been canonically elected and chose Anacletus II He had powerful backers who were strong enough to take control of Rome while Innocent was forced to flee North legally speaking making Anacletus the canonically elected Pope and Innocent the anti-Pope. 

However, north of the Alps, Innocent gained the crucial support of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Peter the Venerable, and other prominent reformers who personally helped him to gain recognition from European rulers such as Emperor Lothar III, leaving Anacletus with few patrons. Anacletus had been a relatively acceptable candidate for the Papacy, being well-respected, so rumours centring on his descent from a Jewish convert were spread to blacken his reputation. By 1135 Anacletus' position was weak but the schism only ended with his death in 1138, after which Innocent returned to Rome and ruled without opposition. Innocent II quickly convened the Second Lateran Council in 1139 and resolidified the Church's teachings against usury, clerical marriage, and other problems.

VICTOR IV  Antipope [1138] who was opposed to Pope Innocent II was the first of two antipopes with the same title . He was Cardinal Gregorio Conti who died after April 1139 and was antipope for a short time in 1138. He was made a cardinal priest by Pope Paschal II but in 1112 deposed him because he had severely criticised Paschal's policy towards the emperor Henry V. He was restored as cardinal by Calixtus II ten years later. In the papal election of 1130 he supported Antipope Anacletus II (1130–38) and after Anacletus’ death he was chosen as his successor in March 1138. However, through the influence of Bernard of Clairvaux Victor was induced two months later to make his submission to Pope Innocent II (1130–43). Innocent II initially restored him as a cardinal but in the Second Lateran Council in April 1139 all the former adherents of Anacletus II were condemned and deposed. Then he retired to a priory and died around 1156. 

VICTOR IV  Antipope (1159–1164) who was opposed to Pope Alexander III was the second of two antipopes with the same title. This deals with Cardinal Octavianus who was elected as an antipope in 1159  following the death of Pope Adrian IV and the election of Alexander III. His election was supported by the Emperor Barbarossa. He was described by John of Salisbury as eloquent and refined, but petty and parsimonious. He died at Lucca on 20 April 1164.

PASCHAL III Antipope (1164-1168) who was opposed to Pope Alexander III Paschal III was the second of the antipopes to challenge the reign of Pope Alexander III. In 1164, a small number of cardinals who had elected Victor IV met again to vote Paschal III as his successor. He was established at Viterbo and successfully prevented the legitimate pontiff from reaching Rome. In order to gain more support from Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, Paschal canonized Charlemagne in 1165. The Roman Catholic Church has never recognized this canonization. In 1179, the Third Council of the Lateran annulled all of his ordinances.

CALIXTUS III Antipope (1168–1178) who was opposed to Pope Alexander III. He was a strong and early supporter of Frederick Barbarossa, and also supported Antipope Victor IV, who made him a cardinal-bishop of Albano. He was named successor to Antipope Paschal III by a small number of schismatic cardinals. Calixtus was primarily a bargaining chip of Frederick to pressure Alexander III, and he had only limited geographical support. Frederick, when it became politically expedient, after the defeat of Legnano, switched his backing to Alexander, in the 1177 Peace of Venice, Calixtus III eventually accepted the situation, submitting to Alexander in August 1178. After this he was named rector of Benevento, where he died a few years later.

INNOCENT III Antipope (1179–1180) who was opposed to Pope Alexander III. Innocent III came from a noble Lombard family. Opponents of pope Alexander III tried to make him pope in September 1179. Alexander, however, bribed his partisans to give him up, and imprisoned him in the cloister of La Cava in January 1180.
NICHOLAS V  Antipope (1328–1330) who was opposed to Pope John XXII. He was the last Imperial antipope, that is an antipope set up by a Holy Roman Emperor. He joined the Franciscan order after separating from his wife in 1310, and became famous as a preacher. He was elected through the influence of the excommunicated Emperor, Louis IV the Bavarian, by an assembly of priests and laymen, and consecrated at St. Peter's Basilica in Rome on 12th May 1328 by the bishop of Venice. After spending four months in Rome, he withdrew with Louis IV to Viterbo and then to Pisa, where he was guarded by the imperial vicar. On 19 February 1329 Nicholas V presided at a bizarre ceremony in the Duomo of Pisa, at which a straw puppet representing Pope John XXII and dressed in pontifical robes was formally condemned, degraded was handed over to the secular arm to be  executed. Nicholas V was excommunicated by John XXII in April 1329. Having obtained assurance of pardon, he presented a confession of his sins first to the archbishop of Pisa, and then at Avignon on 25 August 1330 to John XXII, who absolved him. He remained in honourable imprisonment in the papal palace at Avignon until his death in October 1333.

CLEMENT VII Antipope  [1378-1394] who was opposed to Pope Urban VI. Robert of Geneva (1342–1394) was elected to the papacy as Clement VII by the French cardinals who opposed Urban VI  Clement VII is regarded by the Roman Catholic Church as an antipope. He was born in Geneva, he became Bishop of Thérouanne in 1361, Archbishop of Cambrai in 1368, and a cardinal on 30 May 1371. In 1377, while serving as papal legate in upper Italy he allegedly authorized the massacre of 4,000 civilians, an atrocity even by the rules of war at the time, which earned him the nickname “butcher of Cesena”. Elected pope at Fondi on 20th September 1378 by the French cardinals in opposition to Urban VI, he was the first was the first Avignon claimant of the Western Schism the second of the two periods sometimes referred to as the Great Schism, which lasted until 1417. France, Scotland, Castile, Aragon, Navarre, Portugal, Savoy, Denmark, Norway, and some minor German states acknowledged his authority. Unable to maintain himself in Italy, he took up his residence at Avignon in southern France where he became dependent on the French court. He created excellent cardinals but donated the larger part of the Pontifical States to Louis II of Anjou, resorted to simony and extortion to meet the financial needs of his court, and seems never to have sincerely desired the termination of the schism. He died in Avignon on 16th September 1394. 

BENEDICT XIII Antipope  [1394-1423] who was opposed to Popes Boniface IX, Innocent VII, Gregory XII, Martin V. He was born into the nobility of Aragon in 1328 and studied law at Montpellier where he obtained his doctorate and later taught Canon law. His knowledge of canon law, noble lineage and austere way of life won him the approval of Pope Gregory XI, who appointed him to the position of cardinal in 1375. After Gregory's death in 1378 the people of Rome feared that the cardinals would elect a French pope and return the papacy to Avignon. Consequently, they rioted and laid siege to the cardinals, insisting on an Italian pope. The conclave duly elected Urban VI but the new pope proved to be intractably hostile to the cardinals. Some of them reconvened at Fondi in September 1378, declared the earlier election invalid and elected Robert of Geneva as their new pope initiating the Western Schism. 
Robert assumed the name Clement VII and moved back to Avignon. Benedict supported Clement throughout his reign and was unanimously elected by a conclave of twenty-four cardinals at Avignon on September 28th 1394, following Clement's death earlier in the month  This meant that on the death of Urban VI in 1389 when the Roman College of Cardinals had chosen Boniface IX; the Western Schism had been perpetuated. His position was eroded by the withdrawal of support from the French church in 1398, His palace in Avignon came under a five year siege which was relieved by Benedict’s escape in 1403 to an area belonging to Louis II of Anjou. Benedict is also mentioned for his oppressive laws against the Jews. Those laws were repealed by Pope Martin V, after he received a mission of Jews, sent by the famous synod convoked by the Jews in Forlì, in 1418. In 1415 the Council of Constance brought this clash between papal claimants to an end. Gregory XII and John XXIII both agreed to resign. Benedict, on the other hand, refused to stand down, so he was declared a schismatic and excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church in 1417. Benedict, who had lived in Perpignan from 1408 to 1417, now fled to the castle at Valencia in Spain still considering himself the true pope, but his claim was now only recognised in the kingdom of Aragon, where he was given protection by King Alfonso V where he remained until his death there on May 23rd 1423.

ALEXANDER V Antipope  [1409-1410 ] who was opposed to Pope Gregory XII Alexander V was born in Crete in 1339 of Greek descent and was known as Peter of Crete. He entered the Franciscan order and his abilities were such that he was sent to study at the universities of Oxford and Paris. While he was in Paris the Western Schism occurred with Alexander supporting Pope Urban VI (1378–89). He settled in Lombardy, he became bishop and finally became Archbishop of Milan(1402). On being created cardinal by Pope Innocent VII in 1405, he devoted all his energies to the reunion of the Church, in spite of the two rival popes. He was one of the promoters of the Council of Pisa and his work incurred the displeasure of Pope Gregory XII (1406–15), who ordered his deposing. However at the Council of Pisa the assembled cardinals chose him as the new pope and he was crowned on June 26, 1409, as Alexander V, making him in reality the third rival pontiff. During his ten-month reign, Alexander V's aim was to extend his obedience with the assistance of France. He proclaimed and promised rather than effected a certain number of reforms: the abandonment of the rights of "spoils" and "procurations," and the re-establishment of the system of canonical election in the cathedral churches and principal monasteries. He also gave out papal favours with a lavish hand, from which the mendicant orders benefitted especially.
JOHN XXIII Antipope  [1410-1415 ] who was opposed to Pope Gregory XII He was one of the seven cardinals who, in May 1408, deserted Pope Gregory XII, and, with those belonging to the group of Antipope Benedict XIII, convened the Council of Pisa, of which Cossa became the leader. They elected Antipope Alexander V in 1409. John XXIII succeeded him a year later. Edward Gibbon asserts in “The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire” that John XXIII was charged with piracy, murder, rape, simony and incest, with the more serious charges being suppressed. The fact that there were more popes named John than of any other name during the first 1400 years of the Church and then no more for over 500 years is probably due to the controversial figure this antipope represented. With the aid of the Emperor Sigismund, Pope John convened the Council of Constance in 1412. During the third session, rival Pope Gregory XII authorized the council as well and soon both popes abdicated in favour of Pope Martin V, while the last remaining claimant in Avignon was excommunicated when he refused to resign as well. John was briefly imprisoned in Germany before being freed by Martin V in 1418. He died in Florence, as a cardinal bishop in 1419. 

CLEMENT VIII Antipope  [1423-1429 ] who was opposed to Pope Martin V  Clement VIII was one of the antipopes of the Avignon line, reigning from 10th June 1423 to 26th July

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1429" \o "1429" 1429. He was a friend and advisor of the future Avignon Pope Benedict XIII, and member of the Avignon curia. In 1396 he was an envoy to the Bishop of Valencia to get Spanish support. Benedict had appointed four cardinals, and on his death, three of them, on 10 June 1423, elected Clement Pope. The fourth, Jean Carrier, absent at the time, declared the election invalid, and elected his own antipope in turn, who took the name Benedict XIV. Consequently Jean Carrier was excommunicated by Clement VIII. Clement VIII's fate was bound up with the ambitions of Alfonso V of Aragon who wished to negotiate for Naples, and so gave Clement support: even though his queen Maria of Castile and the bishops of Aragon supported Martin. However, when King Alfonso had achieved his political goals, he sent a delegation in 1428 headed by the future Calixtus III to persuade Clement to recognise Martin. Clement's abdication on 26th July 1429 was confirmed in mid-August. Clement had to make a penitential submission to Martin V, and when this was done Martin granted him a bishopric. He died on 28th December 1446.

BENEDICT XIV Antipopes  [1424-1429 ] [1430 -1437] who were opposed to Pope Martin V  Benedict XIV was the name used by two closely related minor antipopes of the 15th century. The first, Bernard Garnier became antipope in 1424 and died about 1429. The second, Jean Carrier, became antipope in. 1430 and apparently left office, whether by death or resignation, by 1437. Neither of these claimants was supported by more than a very small faction within the Church. They claimed to be the successors to Benedict XIII, one of the parties to the great Papal Schism. In 1417, the Council of Constance resolved the Schism, proclaiming Martin V the new Pope and demanding that Benedict XIII renounce his claim. Benedict XIII, however, remained at a castle in the kingdom of Valencia and continued to maintain supporters. He died in 1423, but, the day before his death, he created four cardinals loyal to him, in order to ensure his succession. Three of these cardinals met and elected Antipope Clement VIII. However, one of Benedict XIII's cardinals, Jean Carrier, disputed the validity of this election. Carrier, acting as the College of Cardinals by himself, elected Bernard Garnier, who took the name Pope Benedict XIV, instead. Garnier conducted his office secretly and was known as the "hidden pope": a letter from the Count of Armagnac to Joan of Arc indicates that only Carrier knew Benedict XIV's location. Garnier's reign as Benedict XIV ended at his death in 1429 or 1430, although he named four of his own cardinals, one of whom was named Jean Farald. Garnier's cardinals chose Jean Carrier as their new pope. Carrier, however, had been captured and imprisoned by Antipope Clement VIII. Carrier reigned in captivity and also styled himself Pope Benedict XIV.

FELIX V Antipope  [1439-1449] who was opposed to Popes Eugene IV and Nicholas V He was the son of Amadeus VII, Count of Savoy. He was surnamed the Peaceful Amadeus was also the antipope Felix V, elected by the Council of Basel-Ferrara-Florence, from November 1439 to April 1449. He increased his dominions, encouraged several attempts to negotiate an end to the Hundred Years' War, and, after the death of his wife, retired from his position as Duke to become a hermit. Elected as an alternative Pope in opposition to Pope Eugene IV, Amadeus served as Felix V, regarded as an antipope, before stepping down to accept a Cardinal's hat instead

DEFINITIONS 

ANTIPOPE is a pope who is elected in opposition to one who is held to have been canonically elected. Although it is generally accepted there have been some close to 40 antipopes in history the term is particularly used for the period of the Great Schism in the western church [1378-1417] during which there was always a pope and at least one antipope.
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