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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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PATRIARCHS OF ALEXANDRIA

	43
	MARK I the Evangelist Patriarch of Alexandria [43-61] see 61 Mark was born in Cyrene of Pentapolis.  At a young age he went to live in Jerusalem. He was a nephew of the Barnabas whom he followed together with Paul on their first Missionary journey (Acts 13:4-5). In Asia Minor he was confronted by the angry mob of citizens of Perges which forced him to return to Jerusalem. Because of this, Paul refused to allow Mark to participate in the work of the Gospel, and so Barnabas, accompanied by Mark, went to Cyprus where he preached the Christian faith and established the island’s Church. Some then years later, as is mentioned in Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians (Colossians 4:10) Mark went to Rome with the Peter. According to Church tradition Mark arrived in Alexandria around 40 AD where he preached Christianity and established the Alexandrian Church of which he was the first Bishop. On the day of Pascha during which the pagans celebrated the Feast of Serapidos, Mark was arrested while conducting a service and was imprisoned. The next day he was dragged through the streets of Alexandria by the crowd and died as a Martyr. He was buried by the Christians of the city in the area of Bucolus where the beautiful church in his memory was later erected.  In the 9th century, Venetian traders took his holy relics to Venice where they are housed in the Cathedral of St Mark.


	61
	ANIANUS Patriarch of Alexandria [61-82] see 43 and 83.  Anianus was a countryman of the Mark and is said to have attracted many Jews and Greeks to Christianity.


	83
	AVILIUS Patriarch of Alexandria [83-95] see 61 and 96 Worked for the spreading of the Gospel to native Egyptians


	96
	KEDRON Patriarch of Alexandria [96-106] see 83 and 106  He governed the Church of Alexandria during the reign of the Emperor Traianos


	106
	PRIMUS Patriarch of Alexandria [106-118] see 96 and 118 He was elected Bishop of Alexandria in the 12th year of the reign of the Emperor Traianos


	118
	JUSTUS Patriarch of Alexandria [118-129] see 106 and 131 He governed the Diocese of Alexandria during the reign of the Emperor Adrian


	131
	EUMENES Patriarch of Alexandria [131-141] see 118 and 142 Also called Emenaios. He governed the Alexandrian Church during the reign of the Emperor Entoninus the Pious.


	142
	MARK II Patriarch of Alexandria [142-152] see 131 and 152. Mark was of Egyptian origin and was also called Marcian


	152
	CELADION Patriarch of Alexandria [152-166] see 142 and 167


	167
	AGRIPPINUS Patriarch of Alexandria [167-178] see 152 and 178


	178
	JULIAN Patriarch of Alexandria [178-189] see 167 and 189 A scholar, wise and virtuous Bishop of Alexandria during the years of the reign of Kommodos.


	189
	DEMETRIUS Patriarch of Alexandria [189-232] see 178 and 232. Demetrius had a lively interest in the catechetical school and about 203 appointed Origen at its head. The breach between the two was partially caused when Origen was ordained by others as a presbyter. It is thought that Demetrius was jealous. Demetrius ordained the three first Bishops in cities of Egypt and changed the system of appointing them. He also wrote letters on the keeping of Easter in accordance with the view adopted at Nicaea. He. During his reign the persecution of Christians by the Roman Emperor Severus broke out. 


	232
	HERACLAS Patriarch of Alexandria [232-248] see 189 and 248 – Alexandrian scholar and bishop who had a pagan background and with his brother Plutarch met Origen at the lectures of the philosopher Ammonius Saccas and became one of Origen’s disciples. He succeeded Origen [see 230] as head of renowned Catechetical School of Alexandria when it went to Caesarea. He became bishop of Alexandria in succession to Demetrius in 232. During his episcopate the numbers of bishops increased from 4 to 24. He was succeeded as bishop by Dionysius who was another of Origen’s pupils. He was the first to receive the title Archbishop and Pope of Alexandria


	248
	DIONYSIUS THE GREAT Patriarch of Alexandria [248-264] see 232 and 265 Dionysius studied at the famous Catechetical School of Alexandria under Origen, and became head of the school around 232.  He was made bishop of Alexandria in 247.  He was arrested in the persecution of Decius in 250 but escaped and fled to the Libyan desert until the death of Decius in 251.  Upon his return Dionysius was faced with the controversies that had arisen from the great persecution.  He had to make decisions about how to treat church members who had apostatised, and Dionysius took a lenient position, readmitting them if they were repentant.  Another issue was whether a person’s baptism was valid if they had been baptised by a separatist or a heretic, or did they need to be rebaptised before admittance into the congregation.  Dionysius accepted as valid all baptisms done in the name of the Trinity, and in regard to this controversy he sought to make peace between Stephen and Cyprian, bishops of Rome and Carthage, who were locked in battle.  During the persecution of Valerian, Dionysius was exiled in 257, but returned to his church in 260.  In his last years he was suspected of teaching Sabellianism (a heresy regarding the Trinity), and correspondence passed between himself and the bishop of Rome, but was settled with his writing of the doctrine of the Godhead.  And later on, Athanasius will verify (if any doubt still existed), that the doctrine of Dionysius on the Godhead was orthodox.  Dionysius, like his predecessors in the School of Alexandria, denounced those who believed in the 1,000 year earthly reign of Christ; he did not believe the book of Revelation could be interpreted literally.  Out of the School of Alexandria came the allegorical interpretation of Scripture


	265
	MAXIMUS Patriarch of Alexandria [265-282] see 248 and 282  Maximus participated in the Synod of Antioch against the teachings of Paul Samosata.


	282
	THEONAS Patriarch of Alexandria [282-300] see 265 and 300 Eusebius the Historian calls him a “pillar of the Church”


	300
	PETER I  Patriarch of Alexandria [300-311] see 282 and 312  Three years after his elevation to the Archbishopric Throne of Alexandria the Emperor Galerius’ cruel persecution broke out, during which he died as a martyr. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church.


	312
	ACHILLAS  Patriarch of Alexandria [312-313] see 300 and 313 He directed the Catechetical School of Alexandria, defending the teachings of Orthodoxy.


	313
	ALEXANDER I  Patriarch of Alexandria [313-328] see 312 and 328 He confronted the heresy of Arian, convening a local Synod of 100 Bishops in Egypt, which condemned the leader of the heresy. However, the very quick spreading of the heresy resulted in the convening of the first Ecumenical Synod. Alexander held that the Son was eternally the Son of the Father and accused a presbyter in his see, Arius, of following the doctrine that the Son had a beginning. He deposed Arius in 321 a decision that was upheld at the synods of Antioch and Nicea in 325. He constantly opposed the Arians until his death. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church.


	328
	ATHANASIUS I  Patriarch of Alexandria [328-373] see 313 and 373  Athanasius was a champion of orthodoxy against Arianism, he became the bishop of Alexandria at 33 years of age.  Athanasius was exiled 5 times by 4 different emperors totalling seventeen years of hiding and flight over a period of 30 years, sometimes in Europe, at others in the desert with monks or in Alexandria shielded by his people. In the 4th century he saved the church almost single-handedly from pagan intellectualism.  

Athanasius was a prolific writer, among which included a classic work of Orthodox theology 'The Incarnation of the Word of God' and a two-part work of apologetics 'Against the Heathen'.  He also wrote 'Life of Anthony', Bible commentaries, and theological treatises.  Important among his works are 'The Letters' written to Sarapion an Egyptian monk, on the divinity of the Holy Spirit, as well as letters to Epictetus, bishop of Corinth, which anticipate future controversies in defending the humanity of Christ.  During his banishments he kept in touch with his flock with annual 'Festal Letters'.  His decade of peace at home in Alexandria commenced in 346 and he wrote 'Apology Against the Arians'.  While in exile in Egypt he completed a huge theological work called 'Four Orations Against the Arians', as well as 'Apology to Constantius', 'Apology of His Flight', and 'History of the Arians'.  

The Arians, led by Bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia, and semi-Arians led by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea were very influential at court and several attempts to poison the mind of Constantine against Athanasius were eventually successful.  At the synod in Constantinople in 336 he was falsely accused of threatening to interfere with the grain supply from Egypt, and without any formal trial Constantine exiled him to the Rhineland.  When Constantine died in 337 Athanasius returned to Alexandria but in 338 Constantius II renewed the order of banishment and installed an Arian bishop in Alexandria.  Athanasius was given refuge in Rome by Emperor Constans and Julius the bishop of Rome until his return to Alexandria in 346.  This was his second exile in Europe and as a result the Latin church of the West was influenced and greatly benefited.

In 346 Emperor Constans pressured his brother Constantius in the East and secured the return of Athanasius from exile.  He was welcomed home in Egypt like a popular hero and spent almost a decade of peaceful years as bishop of Alexandria. After the death of Constans in 350 and the civil war that followed, Constantius resumed his pro-Arian policy.  In 355 political charges were made against Athanasius; he was banished for the third time and Constantius imposed upon all Western bishops 'The Condemnation of Athanasius', many of whom were exiled for not signing.   In 356 at a Pascha service an attempt was made to arrest Athanasius and he withdrew to Upper Egypt where he was protected in monasteries or the homes of friends.

In 361 after his initial toleration Julian ordered Athanasius to leave Alexandria. He spent his fourth exile in Upper Egypt and it lasted until the emperor's death in 363. Julian's rule lasted 18 months and that was the extent of the mini revival of worshipping pagan gods. Valens favoured Arianism and ordered the fifth exile of Athanasius. This time Athanasius stayed in the outskirts of Alexandria hidden by the brethren until local authorities in 366 persuaded the emperor to reconsider.  Athanasius spent a few years in peace before his death in 373.

Athanasius' Festal Letter to Alexandria in 367 listed all 27 books of the New Testament allowing for the Eastern Church to complete its New Testament Canon.


	373
	PETER II  Patriarch of Alexandria [373-380] see 328 and 380 He was a follower of Athanasios the Great. He endured dreadful suffering by the followers of Arius


	380
	TIMOTHY I  Patriarch of Alexandria [380-385] see 373 and 385 He excelled in the struggle against the Arian erroneous beliefs. He participated in the second Ecumenical Council. He distinguished himself for his philanthropic activities


	385
	THEOPHILUS I  Patriarch of Alexandria [385-412] see 380 and 412. He fought against the pagans, the Arians and the Anthropomorphists, supported by Emperor Theodosius. He unjustly turned against the monks of Nitria, particularly Dioscurus, Ammonius, Eusebius and Euthymius, as well as against St John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople


	412
	CYRIL I  Patriarch of Alexandria [412-444] see 385 and 444 who assisted his uncle, Patriarch Theophilus, at the synod of the Oak and contrived to succeed him in 412. He aggressively attacked many, especially the Nestorians of Constantinople. Armed with a condemnation from Celestine I he secured the deposing of Nestorius at Ephesus in 431.  His writing relies to a high degree on Athanasius and the Church Fathers.  Cyril’s argument against Nestorius vindicated the hypostatic union of Christ; however he failed to gain a full appreciation of the role of Christ’s humanity. He reinstated the name of St John Chrysostom, which had been erased by his predecessor Theophilos, into the Diptychs of the Church of Alexandria .


	444
	DIOSCORUS I  Patriarch of Alexandria [444-451] see 412 and 452 who was the successor of Cyril and became a leading figure in the Monophysite controversy.  In 444 he had accused Theodoret [see 416] of Nestorianism and when Eutyches was accused by Theodoret and others of the opposite error he came to his aid.  He persuaded Theodosius II to call a Council at Ephesus in 449 which declared Eutyches orthodox and opposed Theodoret and the others. However following the death of Emperor Theodosius the new rulers leaned to the other side and another synod was held in Constantinople in 450 where Leo's Tome was read and received, and many of Dioscorus' victims were rehabilitated.  A new council was called in Nicaea and Leo was excommunicated. However the following year at a council in Chalcedon Dioscorus himself was exiled, his deposition being permanent.  This divided the Egyptian Christians with a majority continuing to venerate Dioscorus and to repudiate Chalcedon. This remains the position of the Coptic Church to this day.


	452
	PROTERIUS  Patriarch of Alexandria [452-457] see 444 and 457 He was made Archbishop of Alexandria through the intervention of Florus, Commander of the city, provoking the displeasure of some people, who, lead astray by the Monophysites, elected as Archbishop of Alexandria Timotheos Ailuros, who was later exiled by Emperor Leon I. Bloody encounters ensued between the followers of the two Hierarchs, during which Proterius was murdered. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church.


	457
	TIMOTHY II ELUROS  Patriarch of Alexandria [457-460, 475-477] see 452 and 477 He was elected Archbishop of Alexandria by some of the people, while the throne was already occupied by Proterius. Following the murder of Proterius (457) he remained as the only Archbishop until he was exiled by Emperor Leon I. Following the above-mentioned events, the division between the Orthodox and the Copts became unstable and reached its climax and the Copts finally broke away from the Church forming their own Church under their own Patriarch.



COPTIC PATRIARCHS OF ALEXANDRIA
	477
	PETROS III MONGE [Peter the Hoarse] – Coptic Monophysite Patriarch of Alexandria [477,482-489] see 457 and 489. He assisted as a deacon at the Robber Synod at Ephesus in 449 and was a reported collaborator with others in the death of Flavian bishop of Constantinople. Theodore of Antinoe consecrated him bishop of Alexandria with the support of the Emperor Zeno, promising that he would remain firm in the Orthodox faith, for conciliation of ecclesiastical quarrels. However, he proved to be untrustworthy both towards the Monophysites of Egypt by condemning the 4th Ecumenical Council, as well as to the Eastern Orthodox by supporting it. He trod a delicate line over Christology and claimed to regard with horror Bishop Leo I and Chalcedon but avoided terms that would startle officials which eventually gave monks in the area confidence regarding him.


	489
	ATHANASIOS II KELETES Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [489-496] see 477 and 496 was the Coptic Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria from 490 until his death. He was a Monophysite. He succeeded Peter III Mongus as Pope of Alexandria and reigned for seven years. His reign was relatively uneventful


	496
	YOANNIS I Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [496-505] see 489 and 505 He followed in the footsteps of his predecessors Petros III and Athansios II.


	505
	YOANNIS II Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [505-516] see 496 and 516. He sought the unity of the two Churches, working particularly on behalf of the Monophysites


	516
	DIOSCOROS II Patriarch of Alexandria [516-517] see 505 and 517 He maintained the attitude of his predecessors Petros III and Athanasius II towards the Monophysites and the Orthodox


	517
	TIMOTHEOS III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [517-535] see 516 and 535 Emulating his predecessors he essentially continued the fight against the 4th Ecumenical Council. He sent missionaries to Arabia


	535
	THEODOSIOS I Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [535-566] see 517 and 565 was the last Patriarch of Alexandria recognised by both Copts and Melchites. As successor to Timothy III (IV), he was at first recognized by the Emperor Justinian I and the Eastern Orthodox Church. However, because of his Monophysite theology, he was rejected by the Eastern Orthodox Church of Alexandria and exiled by the Emperor Justinian I in 536. In his place, Paul was elected Patriarch.[1]. As the Copts continued to recognise Theodosios, the lineage between the Coptic and Melchite split. This split endures until today. Theodosius spent the last 28 years of his life imprisoned in Constantinople and after his death the Coptic Church elected Peter IV as his successor. [


	565
	PETER IV  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [565-580] see 535 and 578 As a Miaphysite, Peter IV was forced to stay out of Alexandria.


	578
	DAMIANOS Coptic Pope of Alexandria [578-607] see 565 and 607. Damian became a monk in his early years in the desert of Scete. He continued to fight and to devote himself to God for sixteen years. He was ordained a deacon in the monastery of St. John the Short. Then he went to the monastery of the fathers which is to the west of Alexandria, and there he increased his asceticism. When Pope Peter was enthroned on the See of St. Mark, he brought and appointed Damianos a private secretary. Damianos pursued a good course of life and everyone loved him. When Pope Peter departed, the bishop unanimously agreed to ordain him a patriarch.  He cared for his flock well and he wrote many epistles and discourses. In the wilderness of Scete, there were some followers of Melitius El-Assyuty, who drank wine a few times during the night before they intended to partake of the Holy Communion. They claimed that the Lord Christ gave to His disciples two cups: the first He did not say, "This is My Blood" but when he gave them the second cup he said, "This is My Blood." St. Damianos showed them their error. He clarified to them that the first cup was the cup of the Jewish passover, and He nullified it with the second cup. He also told them that the canons of the church ban those that eat before communion from partaking of the Holy Eucharist. Some of them turned from their evil, but those that did not turn from their evil council were driven out of the wilderness. When Anba Theophanius, the Antiochian Patriarch departed, they ordained a successor to him called Peter, who sent a letter to Pope Damianos which said, "There is no need for us to say that God is the three Persons." When Pope Damianos read this letter he became enkindled with zeal. He wrote him a letter which explained that God is, in no doubt, one in His Godhead, one in essence, but He is Three persons, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, One God. He wrote to him many testimonies from the Holy Scriptures and from the sayings of the holy fathers. Nevertheless, Peter refused to return to the truth, and insisted on his error. Pope Damianos ordered that his name not be mentioned in the Divine Liturgy for twenty years until the heretic died.


	607
	ANASTASIOS Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [607-619] see 578 and 619 During his reign, despite being personally barred from the city of Alexandria, he met with the Patriarch of Antioch as they worked to arrange the unification of their two churches. He was a priest of Alexandria when he was unanimously selected by the bishops and clergy of the Coptic Church to succeed Pope Damian of Alexandria as Patriarch of Alexandria. His name does not appear in the standard biographical dictionaries of the Christian church. One possible reason for this omission is the fact that the influence of the Council of Chalcedon's decisions was very strong at the time, both in Alexandria and in the court of Constantinople. Not only were Coptic bishops of this time not officially recognized, they were also forbidden to enter Alexandria. With the increasing difficulties his church was facing domestically, Anastasios turned more of his attention toward improving relations with other churches. This led to closer contacts with the Church of Antioch.  Anastasios spent the remaining years of his patriarchate attending to the affairs of his church, including its now closer relationship with Antioch. He also wrote prolifically on matters of theology. He is said to have written enough to have one book put out every year of his reign. Over the years, however, many of these writings have been lost


	619
	ANDRONIKOS  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [619-622] see 607 and 622


	622
	BENJAMIN I - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [622-665] see 619 and 622. Benjamin is considered one of the greatest patriarchs of the Coptic Church. During his tenure, he guided his followers through the Persian invasion of Egypt from 619 to 629, and the Byzantine-Arab Wars, and led the church to a renewed beginning side-by-side with the then growing power of Islam. His papacy witnessed three ruling systems in Egypt, beginning with the Sassanid Empire, followed by the Byzantines, under whose rule Benjamin went into exile, and finally by the Arabs upon their conquest. After the Arab conquest Pope Benjamin was allowed by the Arab rulers to come back to Alexandria and resume his work, after a period he had to go into hiding from the Byzantines. Mennas , his brother is known for having been tortured with fire and, eventually drowned in the Nile by the Byzantine Patriarch Cyrus of Alexandria for refusing to take the Chalcedonian profession of faith and refusing to reveal the whereabouts of Benjamin, who was himself a fugitive at that time. Cyrus also confiscated the property of all clerics who followed the fugitive Benjmain, and many churches in Egypt were turned over to the Melkites by force. As a monk he was instructed in the virtues of the monastic life, including holiness, patience, and self-control, and instructed him in the study of the Bible. He also issued encyclicals regarding when the observance of when Easter would take place and instructing the clergy in doctrinal matters in protecting the Coptic interests and the rebuilding of churches. 


	665
	AGATHO  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [665-681] see 619 and 681



	681
	YOANNIS III - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [681-689] see 665 and 689. He was originally from the North of Egypt. During his papacy the Muslim ruler in Damascus was Marwan I who made his sons governors over all the provinces including Abd al-Aziz  who was appointed governor over Egypt. When this occurred Pope Yoannis [John] III wrote from Alexandria to make known to them what had been done concerning the seal, which was set upon all the places, and the trouble with the misbelieving Chalcedonians from which he was suffering. Thereupon the scribes sent messengers to Alexandria with instructions that the seal should be broken in the places named, and that all the property of the Church should be delivered to the Father Patriarch. In 680 Pope John III rebuilt Saint Mark's Cathedral in Alexandria.


	689
	ISAAC - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [689-692] see 681 and 692. During his tenure, “The Hanging Church” was built, though an older church might have been present on the site. The Hanging Church is the most famous Coptic Christian church in Cairo, as well as possibly the first built in Basilican style. It is called The Hanging (The Suspended) Church because of its location above a gatehouse of Babylon Fortress, the Roman fortress in Coptic Cairo (Old Cairo) as its nave is suspended over a passage.



	692
	SIMEON I - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [692-700] see 689 and 702 who was the first pope elected from among the Syrians. There were two attempts to poison Pope Simeon and he survived both of them. He was a great reformer and fought very fiercely against a new trend among Coptic men who began emulating the Arabs by taking more than one wife.


	702
	ALEXANDROS II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [702-729] see 692 and 729  He presided over his church during an era of great hardship and oppression. Upon the death of Simeon of Alexandria in 701, the Patriarchate of Alexandria remained vacant for approximately four years, while the members of the church sought an appropriate successor. Alexander's patriarchate occurred under several Umayyad caliphs, whose positions on the Copts varied greatly. This period included the Siege of Constantinople, which had a serious economic impact on the economy of Egypt. The failure at Constantinople, coupled with the financial strains brought about by the Al-Zubayr rebellion which made the Caliphs look to Egypt as the closest source of funds from which to prop themselves up economically. People were employed to assist the governor in locating where the people had hidden their wealth, which would then be confiscated by the government. For the first time monks were taxed and church possessions confiscated. The extreme financial pressures these taxes imposed on the Copts caused many to convert to Islam to escape them. Later on the government ordered the destruction of all crosses and sacred images in churches. He also ordered all his subjects to wear a leaden identification badge around their necks, and required that all Copts who wished to engage in business activity have the mark of a lion branded on their hands. Anyone caught without the mark would have his hand cut off. This ongoing and escalating abuse of the people by their government instilled a rebellious mood in the Copts, and several local revolts broke out against the government. When the government decided that Alexander, as patriarch, must submit to being branded with the lion as well, he protested and asked that he be allowed to plead his case before the viceroy himself. However he was imprisoned and died in an attempt to escape.



	729
	KOSMA I - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [729-730] see 702 and 730. He was a monk in the Monastery of Saint Macarius the Great. He was ordained Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark, against his will. He earnestly prayed to God to let him die and his prayers were answered when died a mere 14 months after his enthronement. 



	730
	THEODOROS II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [730-742] see 729 and 743



	743
	MIKHAEL I  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [743-767] see 730 and 767 He was thrown into prison by Abd al-Malik, King Kyriakos of Makuria marched north into Egypt at the head of an army said to number 100,000 men to free him. However, once the army reached Egypt, the Pope was released from prison. He also opposed the enthroning of bishop Isaac as the Orthodox bishop of Antioch because he already held another bishopric.\


	767
	MINA I  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [767-775] see 743 and 776



	776
	YOANNIS IV  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [776-799] see 767 and 799



	799
	MARKOS II Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [799-819] see 776 and 819



	819
	YAKUB  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [819-830] see 799 and 830. He ordained Abuna Yohannes as the head of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, according to the History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria; however civil war, drought, and plague in Ethiopia forced Yohannes to return to Alexandria, where he remained through Jacob's tenure.


	830
	SIMEON II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [830] see 819 and 831. According to Severus of Hermopolis, Pope Simeon was a disciple of his predecessor, Pope Yakub and dwelt in his cell; and had been a friend since boyhood of Pope Markos II. His tenure was only five months and sixteen days, and the Pope was afflicted through his office with gout.


	831
	YOUSAB I  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [831-849] see 830  and 849 According to the History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria, conditions finally improved in Ethiopia, allowing Abuna Yohannes [see 819] to return to that country to administer its church. It was Pope Joseph who finally fulfilled the desire of “Saint Pishoy” [320-417] and moved his body as well as that of “Saint Paul of Tammah” to the Monastery of Saint Pishoy in the Nitrian Desert.
 

	849
	MIKHAEL II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [849-851] see 831 and 851



	851
	KOSMA II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [851-858] see 849 and 859



	859
	SHENOUDA I  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [859-880] see 851 and 880. As a result of the attacks by the Berbers and the Bedouins, Pope Shenouda I built walls around the monasteries of the Nitrian Desert. Their height varies between ten and eleven metres, and their widths are about two metres. They were also covered with a thick layer of plaster.



	880
	MIKHAEL III  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [880-907] see 859 and 910. In 882, the governor of Egypt, Ahmad ibn Tulun, forced Mikhael to pay heavy contributions, forcing him to sell a church and some attached properties to the local Jewish community. This building was at one time believed to have later become the site of the Cairo Geniza.


	910
	GABRIEL I  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [910-921] see 880 and 921 after the see had been vacant from 907-910



	921
	KOSMA III - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [921-933] see 910 and 933. According to the “History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria”, after Abuna Peter of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church had become embroiled in a civil war and was forced into exile, and the Emperor of Ethiopia requested a new Abuna to replace him, Cosmas III refused to ordain a new Abuna because Peter was still alive. This led to strained relations between the two powers.



	933
	MACARI I - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [933-953] see 921 and 953



	953
	THEOPHANES - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [953-956] see 933 and 956



	956
	MINA II - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [956-974] see 953 and 975. It was during this period that the see moved to Cairo in 960



	975
	ABRAHAM - Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [975-978] see 956 and 979 Abraham was Syrian by birth. He was a wealthy merchant who visited Egypt several times, and finally stayed there, residing in Alexandria. He was known for his goodness, devoutness, and love of the poor. After his ordination, he distributed half of his wealth to the needy and used the other half for building pools throughout Egypt. While the Copts were choosing a suitable candidate for Pope Abraham walked into the meeting and he was chosen reluctantly as he was led in iron fetters to Alexadrai for his ordination. Immediately upon taking office, Abraham suppressed the practice of simony which had become a significant problem during the last several patriarchates. He then turned his attention to the often degraded morals of the church leaders, who frequently kept concubines as well as their legal wives. He went so far as to threaten anyone continuing to violate the sanctity of marriage with excommunication. He was challenged by the local governor about “faith moving mountains” and Abraham was told that he was to prove it or the Copts would be subjected to the sword. At Mokattam Mountain it is said that a miracle occurred which satisfied the ruler when earthquakes hit the mountain after three days of fasting and prayer. The Caliph offered money to Abraham to rebuild churches but Abraham declined.


	979
	PHILOTHEOS  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [979-1003] see 975 and 1004 It was during his office that a conflict between Alexandria and the king of Ethiopia that began in the time of Kosma II ended, helped by the efforts of Georgios II of Makuria. Due to Georgios' successful diplomacy, Philotheos ordained a new metropolitan bishop, Abuna Daniel, for the Ethiopian Orthodox Church after an interregnum of many years.


	1004
	ZACHARIAS  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1004-1032] see 979 and 1032



	1032
	SHENOUDA II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1032-1046] see 1004 and 1047



	1047
	KHRISTOSOLOS  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1047-1077] see 1032 and 1078 He joined the Paromeos Monastery in the Nitrian Desert before becoming a Pope. During his tenure Cairo became the fixed and official residence of the Coptic Pope, when he moved the Seat of the Coptic Orthodox Pope of Alexandria to Saint Mary's The Hanging Church in Cairo. The Patriarchs of Antioch and the Pope of Alexandria had for many years kept in close touch  with one another. More than once their relations were strained. In 1169 a new controversy, about the use of auricular confession severed the once friendly relations between the two communions. Following the death of the Abuna of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Emperor of Ethiopia sent an embassy asking Pope Khristodolos to ordain a new one. He replied that he was unable to ordain one due to persecution against the Christians in Egypt at the time. As a result, an adventurer named Abdun took advantage of this interregnum and presented himself to the Ethiopian Emperor with forged documents, claiming to be the newly appointed Abuna. 


	1078
	KIRELLOS II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1078-1092] see 1047 and 1092 He attempted to ordain a properly consecrated bishop to be the new Abuna of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, but Badr al-Jamali, the Vizir of Caliph Al-Mustansir, forced him to ordain instead Abba Sawiros. Although at first warmly welcomed when he reached Ethiopia, the Caliph's candidate began to openly favour Islam in that Christian country by building seven mosques, ostensibly for the use of Muslim traders. This led to a general uproar in Ethiopia. Abuna Sawiros justified his acts by saying a refusal to build these mosques would result in a persecution in Egypt; nevertheless, the Abuna was imprisoned, the seven mosques destroyed, and restrictions placed on the Muslim traders. Reciprocal acts followed in Egypt, and a rupture in the relations between the two countries took place.


	1092
	MIKHAEL IV  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1092-1102] see 1078 and 1102 Originally a monk at the Monastery of Saint Macarius he later went to a place near Singar, where he lived in a cave for more than 20 years. He was ordained Pope of Alexandria in 1092 and was known for his love of the poor and needy, and for spending the church money on paying the Islamic dues for those Copts who could not afford to pay it, so that they could keep their Christianity. The Arabic historian al-Makin is quoted by later historians as recounting that he made a journey to Ethiopia to ask that country's Emperor to allow the Nile to flood to its normal levels, which would end the current famine but some dismiss this as only a legend.


	1102
	MACARI II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1102-1128] see 1092 and 1131. The see was vacant from 1128 to 1131 



	1131
	GABRIEL II  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1131-1145] see 1102 and 1145  When the Caliph was asked by the Emperor of Ethiopia to appoint more bishops to his kingdom, Gabriel showed the Caliph that if that country had more than seven bishops, then the Ethiopian Orthodox Church would be able, by Canon law, to select their own Abuna or metropolitan, thus curtailing the influence the Patriarch, and therefore the Caliph himself would have over Ethiopia. As a result the Emperor's request was declined.


	1145
	MIKHAEL V  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1145-1146] see 1131 and 1146. During his papacy, he returned the relics of Saint Macarius from the village of Shabsheer to the Nitrian Desert.



	1146
	YOANNIS V  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria 1146-1166] see 1145 and 1166 He was initially a monk in the Monastery of Saint John the Dwarf. During his papacy, the Copts were persecuted by the Muslim governors and Caliphs. Many were killed and sold as slaves. Several churches in Cairo, were plundered and destroyed. According to the History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria, the Emperor of Ethiopia wrote to the Pope in 1152 for a new  abuna  or  Metropolitan, because Abuna Mikael was too old but his request was denied. Although the name of the Emperor was not recorded, the scholar Carlo Conti Rossini identified him as Mara Takla Haymanot, arguing from this exchange that the true reason a new abuna was wanted was that Abuna Mikael refused to acknowledge the legitimacy of the new Zagwe Dynasty. During John's papacy, the expression “Life-giving” was added to the liturgical confession, which became: This is the Life-giving Flesh that Thine Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, took from our Lady.



	1166
	MARKOS III  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1166-1189] see 1146 and 1189. Before becoming Patriarch, Mark wrote the entries of the “History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria” that cover the years 1131 and following.



	1189
	YOANNIS VI  Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1189-1216] see 1166 and 1235, The see was vacant between 1216 to 1235. In 1210, his envoys reached the city of Lalibela in Ethiopia, where they met Emperor Gebre Mesqel Lalibela. He was the last Coptic Pope to ordain a bishop for Western Pentapolis as the people converted to Islam under the rule of the Arabs.


	1235
	KIRELLOS III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1235-1243] see 1189 and 1250. In 1238, he issued a new set of canons for the Coptic church and its dependencies in Ethiopia, Nubia, and Cyrenacia. Due to his influence before he became the Pope it was not possible to ordain any other person except him, which led to about nineteen years of vacancy of that important post. This is the longest vacancy in the history of the Coptic Orthodox Church. He used the increasing military and political power of Egypt over Jerusalem to appoint a Coptic Orthodox bishop of that church, which until then had been the prerogative of the Patriarch of Antioch. This angered Patriarch Ignatius III David, who retaliated by attempting unsuccessfully to fill the vacancy of Abuna or metropolitan for the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. This was a very rare incident between the two churches, as in general their relationship is one of the strongest between any two churches. Although he started his papacy by abiding to the Coptic Church's laws forbidding simony, he soon started selling ranks in the church. The Coptic Church's Bishops gathered in a synod in an attempt to prevent this. They decided to hold a general council of the clergy and the archons to look into the situation and make recommendations. It is thought that Kirellos bribed the caliphal court with 12,000 dinars and due to this he was able to swing the verdict, continuing the practice of simony. Despite opposition he was able to rule the church in relative peace until his death in 1243. After his death his Throne of Saint Mark remained vacant for seven years.



	1250
	ATHANASIOS III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1250-1261] see 1235 and 1261



	1261
	YOANNIS VII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1261-1268] see 1250 and 1268. He was restored in 1271 and presided until 1293. With the support from some of the Bishops, Pope Yoannis VII was replaced for three years by Pope Gabriel III who was originally one of the candidates for the post. He was restored as Pope after the death of Gabriel III. This is the only occasion in history when the Coptic Orthodox Church had two Popes at the same time. 


	1268
	GABRIEL III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1268-1271] see 1261 and 1271 He was originally one of the candidates for the Papal post when Pope Yoannis VII was elected. With support from some of the Bishops, Gabriel III replaced John VII and reigned for three years until his death. 



	1294
	THEODOSIOS III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1294-1300] see 1271 and 1300



	1300
	YOANNIS VIII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1300-1320] see 1294 and 1320. Formerly a monk. During his papacy severe tribulations befell the Christians in Egypt. They were forced to tinge their turbans with blue. Many churches were closed in Cairo and in different parts of the country. Exceptions were the monasteries in Alexandria and a few churches in other cities. An envoy from the king of Spain came to intercede on behalf of the Christians and two churches were subsequently opened. In the year 1303 a severe earthquake destroyed a large part of Syria and Egypt. Yoannis VIII made some changes in the Liturgy. 



	1320
	YOANNIS IX Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1320-1327] see 1300 and 1327



	1327
	BENJAMIN II Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1327-1339] see 1320 and 1340



	1340
	PETROS V Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1340-1348] see 1327 and 1348



	1348
	MARCOS IV Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1348-1363] see 1340 and 1363



	1363
	YOANNIS X Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1363-1369] see 1348 and 1370



	1370
	GABRIEL IV Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1370-1378] see 1363 and 1378 He was previously the abbot of the Moharrak Monastery and was known to be a great scholar and righteous ascetic. During his papacy, in the year 1370 a great light appeared in Egypt during the night and lingered until dawn. The following year there was a great flood in the Nile, which threatened Egypt.



	1378
	MATHEOS I Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1378-1408] see 1370 and 1408 As a young boy, Matheos was shepherd tending his father’s sheep. When he was fourteen he joined a monastery and ordained as a priest at the age of eighteen. He left for the St. Anthony's monastery then to Palestine, and worked in construction but upon hearing of the persecution of Copts because of the actions of the Crusaders', he returned to St. Anthony's Monastery and was appointed abbot of the monastery. The Copts tried to show that they were not associated with the Crusaders but the Crusader's sack of Alexandria roused the ruling prince and his men against the local Christians. On the death of Gabriel IV he was elected be the next patriarch and on his consecration gave himself the title El Meskin ("The Poor"). He was known for his charitable work with the poor.Through his cordial relation with Sultan Barquq, he was able to stop the mob from burning Al-Muallaqa church and the Shahran monastery, because the Muslims were claiming that new constructions were taking place in those two locations. The Sultan appointed four Judges of Islam who declared the falsehood of such claims. Barquq however was overthrown and exiled and those who took his place persecuted the Copts and their Pope and imposed a heavy tribute.


	1408
	GABRIEL V Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1408-1427] see 1378 and 1428



	1428
	YOANNIS XI Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1428-1453] see 1408 and 1453 During his papacy the Copts encountered many hardships. The kings of Ethiopia threatened the rulers to cut the flow of the Nile because of their persecution of the Christians. The pope was forbidden to communicate with the kings of Ethiopia and Nubia without the permission and knowledge of the sultans.


	1453
	MATHEOS II Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1453-1466] see 1428 and 1466



	1466
	GABRIEL VI Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [.1466-1475] see 1453 and 1477 The see was vacant from 1475-1477



	1477
	MIKHAEL IV (VII) Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1477-1478] see 1466 and 1480. The see was vacant from 1478 to 1480



	1480
	YOANNIS XII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1480-1483] see 1477 and 1483



	1483
	YOANNIS XIII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1483-1524] see 1480 and 1526 The see was vacant from 1524 to 1526



	1526
	GABRIEL VII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1526-1569] see 1483 and 1573. The see was vacant from 1569 to 1573 



	1573
	YOANNIS XIV Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1573-1589] see 1526 and 1590



	1590
	GABRIEL VIII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1590-1601] see 1573 and 1610. The see was vacant from 1601 to 1610  He became monk in the Monastery of Saint Pishoy and was ordained in 1587. At the time of his ordination, the Copts were divided and they chose for themselves four different patriarchs. His papacy was later confirmed. He was contemporary of the Ottoman Sultan Ahmed I. He determined the timing of various fasts which were approved by all the Copts but reverted to the old tradition fasting dates after his death. 



	1610
	MARCOS VI Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1610-1621] see 1590 and 1621



	1621
	YOANNIS XV Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1621-1631] see 1610 and 1631



	1631
	MATHEOS III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1631-1645] see 1621 and 1645 During his papacy Egypt was ruled by consecutive short term representatives of the Sultan and the church was under a lot of pressure from the rulers.



	1645
	MARCOS VII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1645-1660] see 1631 and 1660 Mark evidently entertained the Syrian bishop Ahatallah for some time during his papacy. Ahatallah was in Cairo when Marcos received a letter from Thomas, Archdeacon of the Saint Thomas Christian community of India asking for a new bishop in the face of Portuguese dominance. Unable or unwilling to send someone from his own church, Marcos evidently suggested that Ahatallah go to India instead.



	1660
	MATHEOS IV Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1660-1676] see 1645 and 1676



	1676
	YOANNIS XVI Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1676-1718] see 1660 and 1718



	1718
	PETROS VI Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1718-1726] see 1676 and 1727



	1727
	YOANNIS XVII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1727-1745] see 1718 and 1745



	1745
	MARKOS VIII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1745-1770] see 1727 and 1770. He joined the Monastery of Saint Anthony at a young age, then moved to the Monastery of Saint Paul the Anchorite, where he became a monk and was ordained a priest. He was a contemporary of the Ottoman Sultans Mahmud I, Osman III, and Mustafa III. He ordained a general bishop over Upper Egypt to shepherd its Christians


	1770
	YOANNIS XVIII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1770-1797] see 1745 and 1797 He became a monk in the Monastery of Saint Anthony. At the death of Pope Markos he was unanimously chosen to succeed him. During his papacy, Pope Pius VI of Rome attempted to attract the Eastern Churches to Roman Catholicism. Thus, he published the proceedings of the Council of Chalcedon and distributed it in all the countries of the East. Pope Pius VI of Rome even sent an envoy to Pope Yoannis XVIII of Alexandria asking him to unite with the Roman Catholic Church. The famous scholar and theologian Joseph el-Abbah, Bishop of Girga responded to the message, refuting its claims and defending Orthodoxy. During his papacy the Copts were persecuted by the Ottoman rulers. The ”Jizya” was increased to unprecedented amounts of money, and those who could not pay it had to convert to Islam or be executed. The commander of the Ottoman army stationed in Egypt seized the treasury of the Patriarchate and confiscated all its funds. Pope John XVIII had to go into hiding for some time. The Pope was a good friend of the famous Coptic layman Ibrahim El-Gohary. Together, they worked on restoring monasteries and churches. They also prepared the Holy Myron.


	1797
	MARKOS IX Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1797-1810] see 1770 and 1810. He became a monk in the Monastery of Saint Anthony. During his papacy there were two major changes in the government of Egypt as at the beginning Egypt was ruled by the Ottoman Empire then the French Invasion of Egypt in 1798 which was followed by the return of the Ottomans in 1801. He inaugurated Saint Mark's Coptic Orthodox Cathedral in Azbakeya in Cairo and moved the Seat of the Coptic Pope to this cathedral in 1800 from Saint Mary Church (Haret Elroum).


	1810
	PETROS VII Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1810-1854] see 1797 and 1854. He was born in Upper Egypt and became a monk at St. Anthony Monastery on the Red Sea. During his papacy, sensing intimations of pressure from Roman Catholicism, the Coptic Church intensified her teaching, her preaching, and her pastoral work, and the Coptic Pope himself intensified his writing on matters of faith and doctrine. During the period, many private and public patriarchal libraries were founded. When the Russian Czar sent his delegates with an offer to put the Coptic Church under his protection, Pope Petros declined the proposal by asking, "Does your Emperor live forever?" When the envoy answered that he would die, like all humans, the Pope told him that he preferred the Protector of the Church who wouldn't die. Also during the papacy, Saint Sidhom Bishay was martyred at the hands of Muslims in Damietta. His martyrdom made possible the raising of the Cross openly during Christian funeral processions, a practice that was previously forbidden.


	1854
	KIRELLOS IV Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1854-1861] see 1810 and 1862 Despite his relatively short papacy, he is regarded as the "Father of Reform" of the Coptic Orthodox Church in modern times. He is credited for establishing a great printing house and printing many Church books. While abbot of the monastery of St. Antonios, he was sent to Ethiopia at the request of the Pope to mediate between Abuna Salama and his opponents in the Ethiopian Church, as well as "prevent the sympathies for the Catholic missionaries and their teaching from increasing further." As Patriarch, Cyril returned to Ethiopia at the request of viceroy Sa'id of Egypt, the first recorded visit by the head of the Coptic church to that country. Emperor Tewodros II, whom Trimingham described as "unable to conceive how a Christian prelate could consent to act as the envoy of a Muslim prince", received Pope Cyril unfavourably in December 1856. Sven Rubenson records that when the Patriarch expressed an interest in reviewing the Emperor's army, Tewodros suspected him of being a spy, and confined him with Abuna Salama to their house; only after the Ethiopian clergy intervened, were both men released. During a flare-up of tempers between the Abuna and Emperor in November of the following year, which led to the Abuna excommunicating Emperor Tewodros, Patriarch Cyril lifted the interdict against the wishes of Abuna Salama and left Ethiopia soon after.


	1862
	DIMITRIOS II Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1862-1870] see 1854 and 1874. He attended the opening ceremony for the Suez Canal on 17 November 1869 during which he met the Ottoman Sultan Abdülâziz. The see was vacant from 1870 to 1874


	1874
	KIRELLOS V Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1874-1928] see 1862 and 1929 He joined the Paromeos Monastery in the Nitrian Desert, where he served as abbot prior to his elevation to Pope. In the beginning of his papacy there was a dispute between him and the members of the General Congregation Council of the Coptic Orthodox Church, whose secretary at the time who went on later to become the Prime Minister of Egypt. This disagreement was despite the fact they had elected him to become the Coptic Pope and contrary to the expectations of the council, he spent the better part of his papacy at loggerheads with the council and objecting on its interference in the church's matters. In general, his papacy was an era of regeneration for the Coptic Orthodox Church and he continued the work begun by Pope Kirellos IV in educational reform. In 1881, the Ethiopian Emperor Yohannes IV asked him to ordain a metropolitan and three Bishops for the Ethiopian Empire. Pope Cyril V chose the four monks from El-Muharraq Monastery. He was much loved in Ethiopia and once news of his death reached Ethiopia the rulers ordered requiem masses be said throughout Ethiopia, and that government offices be closed for three days. His was the longest of papal reigns in the Coptic church.


	1929
	YOANNIS XIX Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1929-1942] see 1874 and 1944. He joined the Paromeos Monastery in the Nitrian Desert as a monk and then was sent by the Pope to Greece to study Theology after which he was appointed the Metropolitan of Al Beheira in Egypt and thus became the first ever Bishop or Metropolitan of an Eparchy to become a Pope in the history of the Coptic Orthodox Church. Before him the tradition was to nominate a monk to the Papal position. There was argument that the choice of Bishop as Pope and Bishop of the City of Alexandria was not canonical citing Canon 15 of Nicea and other Church councils and canons. This issue caused an ongoing dispute since 1928 in the Coptic Orthodox Church. The see was vacant 1942-1944


	1944
	MAKARI III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1944-1945] see 1929 and 1945  Before becoming a Pope he was the Metropolitan of Asyut in Egypt. He is the second Metropolitan to become a Pope in the history of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria. During his pontificate he did not ordain any Bishop or Metropolitan and this was taken as a symbol of his regret to accepting the position of the Pope of Alexandria despite being a Metropolitan beforehand.


	1946
	YUSAB II Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1946-1956] see 1944 and 1959. He was the Metropolitan of Girga. He was revered in Ethiopia for having appointed the first Ethiopian born metropolitan Archbishop for the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church, and granting that church full autocephaly. His deposition by the Coptic Synod was not accepted by the Ethiopian Church, and the name of Pope Joseph II was still raised in church services in Ethiopia as Patriarch long after he was removed from office. During his papacy the Institute of Coptic Studies was founded in 1954. He also dealt with the replacement of St Mark’s Church in Alexandria. He was faced by allegations of corruption due to his support of his secretary and in 1954 after long disagreement over this matter with the Church's Synod and the  General Congregation Council he was removed from office and retired to one of the monasteries. The throne was vacant till 1959 when Pope Kirellos VI was chosen.



	1959
	KIRELLOS VI Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1959-1971] see 1946 and 1971 He was born into an Egyptian Coptic Orthodox family and resigned a civil service position to become a monk in 1927 taking his monastic vows the following year. In accordance with the old Coptic church tradition he was the only monk in the 20th century to be chosen to be the Coptic Pope without first being a bishop or Metropolitan. He elevated the Archbishop of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church to the title of Patriarch-Catholicos. Abuna Baslios, who was the first Ethiopian to be appointed Archbishop of Ethiopia thus became Ethiopia's first Patriarch. In January 1965 he presided over the Committee of Oriental Orthodox Churches in Addis Ababa, the first ecumenical and non-Chalcedonian synod of these churches held in modern times. In June 1968 he received the relics of Saint Mark the Evangelist and Apostle, which had been taken from Alexandria to Venice over eleven centuries earlier. The relics were interred beneath the newly completed Cathedral of Saint Mark in Cairo, which was built under him and was inaugurated in a ceremony attended by President Nasser, Emperor Haile Selassie, and delegates from most other churches. His papacy was also marked by the unprecedented “Apparitions of the Virgin Mary” in Zeitoun, Egypt  starting on 2 April 1968. It is said that Pope Kirellos VI was gifted with prescience, and that he knew who was coming to see him, their needs, before they revealed them, and God's answers. For instance, it is said that he knew the time of his death. 



	1971
	SHENOUDA III Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria [1971-Present] see 1959 A graduate of Cairo University and the Coptic Orthodox Seminary he became a monk after joining the Syrian Monastery of the Ever-Virgin Mary the Theotokos, where he was later elevated to the Priesthood. Pope Kirellos VI summoned him to the patriarchate where he consecrated him General Bishop for Christian Education and as Dean of the Coptic Orthodox Theological Seminary, whereupon he assumed the name Shenouda, which was the name of a Coptic Saint and two previous Popes: Shenouda I (859-880) and Shenouda II (1047–1077). He has served as Pope of Alexandria since 1971, presiding over a worldwide expansion of the Coptic Orthodox Church. During his papacy, Pope Shenouda III has appointed the first-ever bishops to preside over North American dioceses that now contain over two hundred parishes (200 in the USA and 23 in Canada and 1 in Mexico), up from four in 1971, as well as the first bishops in Australia and the first Coptic Churches and bishops in South America. He is known for his commitment to ecumenism and has, since the 1970s, advocated inter-denominational Christian dialogue. He devotes his writings, teachings and actions to spread and propagate for the rules of understanding, peace, dialogue and forgiveness.




ORTHODOX PATRIARCHS OF ALEXANDRIA
	457
	TIMOTHEOS II, AILUROS (457-460)  He was elected Archbishop of Alexandria by some of the people, while the throne was already occupied by Proterius. Following the murder of Proterius (457) he remained as the only Archbishop until he was exiled by Emperor Leon I.  Following the above-mentioned events, the division between the Orthodox –Copts reached its climax and they finally broke away from the Church forming their own Church under their own Patriarch.


	460
	TIMOTHEOS III, Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (460-475, 477-482) see 457 and   He was distanced from and returned to the Archbishop’s Throne of Alexandria twice, during the intense ecclesiastical clashes between the Orthodox and the Monophysites. He remained true to Orthodox teachings


	482
	JOHN I, TALAIAS – Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [482] see 462. His struggle to maintain his episcopal office and preserve the ascendancy of the orthodox party against the incursion of Acacius, the semi-Arian patriarch of Constantinople occasioned a temporary schism between Eastern and Western churches. When a presbyter, John was recommended to Emperor Zeno [see 474] at Constantinople by Bishop Timothy of Alexandria to succeed him and thus continue orthodox rule. At the death of Timothy, John was duly elected [April 482] but was soon denounced by Patriarch Acacius as a heretic. John's denial resulted in a charge of perjury. Emperor Zeno put pressure on the Governor of Egypt Pergamius to banish John from the church of Alexandria and he was replaced by one of Acacius' supporters, Peter III Mongus [see 482].


	482
	PETER III, MONGUS (482-490) – He was elected Archbishop with the support of the Emperor Zeno, promising that he would remain firm in the Orthodox faith, for conciliation of ecclesiastical quarrels. However, he proved to be untrustworthy both towards the Monophysites of Egypt by condemning the 4th Ecumenical Council, as well as to the Eastern Orthodox by supporting it.


	496
	JOHN II, THE MONK (496-505) – He followed in the footsteps of his predecessors Petros III and Athansius II.


	505
	JOHN III OF NICAEA (505-516)  He sought the unity of the two Churches, working particularly on behalf of Monphyticism


	516
	DIOSCORUS II THE YOUNGER (516-517)  He maintained the attitude of his predecessors Petros III and Athanasius II towards the Monophysites and the Orthodox


	517
	TIMOTHEOS IV (517-535) Emulating his predecessors he essentially continued the fight against the 4th Ecumenical Council. He sent missionaries to Arabia


	536
	GAINAS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (536-537). He was exiled to Sardinia following a Government Order, after a short tenure as Patriarch.


	537
	PAUL Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (537-542). He was judicially condemned, and was therefore deposed by the Synod of Gaza. He was reinstated to the Archbishop’s throne through Empirical mediation


	542
	ZOILOS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (542 -551) He signed the Resolutions of the Local Synod of Constantinople


	551
	APOLLINARIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (551-569) He was Archbishop of Alexandria and Commander of the city by order of the Emperor Justinian. His political peculiarity provoked a reaction by the fullness of the Church. He participated in the 5th Ecumenical Council


	569
	JOHN IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (569- 579). The see was vacant between 579 to 581



	581
	EULOGIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (581 -609). A learned author of many homilies and theological and treatises. He convoked a Synod in Alexandria against the disputes of the Samaritans and the Judeans. He is honoured as a Saint of the Church


	608
	THEODOROS I, Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (608-610). He endured a martyr’s death at the hands of his adversaries. His is honoured as a Saint of the Church


	610
	JOHN V the MERCIFUL Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria  (610-619). He came from Amathus in Cyprus . He became known as the benefactor of Alexandria , establishing many hospitals and homes for the poor. After Egypt had been conquered by the Persians he took refuge in his birthplace of Cyprus.


	619
	GEORGE I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria  (619-631).  He was elected Archbishop of Alexandria after Egypt was recaptured by Emperor Heraclius. At the imminent invasion of the Arabs into Egypt , George abandoned Alexandria.


	631
	CYRUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (631-643). He attempted to reconcile the Monophysites with the Orthodox through Monothelitism.


	643
	PETER IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (643-651). Following the total occupation of Egypt by the Arabs he sought refuge in Constantinople. He signed the Records of the 6th Ecumenical Council


	651
	SEVENTH CENTURY PATRIARCHS. From the middle of the century until Cosmas I see 727 there was a period of Coadjutoration of the Patriarchal Throne, a result of the Arab domination. During this time PETER V, PETER VI [as “the unworthy Bishop of the Great City of Alexandria] THEOPHYLACTUS and ONOPSUS were the rulers of the see.


	727
	COSMAS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria  (727-768)  He was officially recognized by the conquering Arabs as Patriarch and as the representative of the Orthodox communities, restoring the Church of Alexandria after its many years of Coadjutoration


	768
	POLITIANUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria  (768-813)  He managed to placate the Kalif Harun al Rasheed (768-809), who provoked the persecution of the Christians of Egypt


	813
	EUSTATHIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (813-817)  He was pious and merciful and realized many good works.


	817
	CHRISTOPHORUS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria  (817-841)  He participated in the Jerusalem Synod (836) against Iconoclasm. There is information that he was paralysed and was helped by Bishop Petros.


	841
	SOPHRONIUS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (841-860)   He was a wise and prudent man of the church. During his tenure as patriarch the brutal persecution against the Christians of Egypt by Kalif  Jafar Al Mutawakkil broke out


	860
	MICHAEL I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (860-870)  During his tenure as patriarch the holy relics of the Evangelist Mark were stolen by the Venetians. A great persecution also broke out against the monks during the reign of Kalif Al Mustain (862-866).


	870
	MICHAEL II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (870-903)  This is John, Bishop of Maioumas, who, when he was transferred to the Patriarchal Throne of Alexandria by Emperor Basil I the Macedonian, was renamed Michael, in honour of his predecessor.


	907
	CHRISTODOULUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (907-932)  During his tenure as patriarch, the renowned Church of  Caesarius was burnt down.


	933
	EUTYCHIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (933-940)  He was a doctor, he co-wrote in Arabic medical, historical and theological dissertations. His main work was his Chronography, entitled “The Binding of Precious Stones”, which records history from creation to his day. During the patriarchal tenure of Eutychius the Orthodox were divided into those supporting the patriarch and those not

	941
	ISAAC Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (941-954) He was an ascetic. He declined his election and took refuge on Mount Eyup. However, pressed by the Alexandrian Bishops, he accepted his elevation to the highest office of Patriarch

SOPHRONIUS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (941). He was Patriarch for a few months only



	954
	JOB Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (954-960) During his tenure as Patriarch, Emperor Nicephorus Phocas, seized cities in Syria , a fact which provoke the destructive anger of Muslims against Christians.


	963
	ELIAS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (963-1000) He came to dispute with Agapios, Patriarch of Antioch because of the “transfer” of Bishops, because of the ascent of Agapios to the Patriarchal Throne from the Diocese of Aleppo 


	1000
	ARSENIOS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1000-1010)  Brother of Orestis, Patriarch of Jerusalem . Acted as his Vicar during his many years of absence from Jerusalem . He was an uncle of Khalif Al Hakim, known as the “Nero of Egypt”, because of the terrible destruction he caused to the church buildings and the unbearable pressure he put on Christians. He was secretly put to death in 1010.


	1010
	THEOPHILOS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1010-1020)  During his tenure as Patriarch the persecution of Christians By Al Hakim became even more fierce, and many of them became Islamists or sought refuge in other countries. During these years, Theophilos was living in Constantinople as he could not stay in Egypt . He intervened in the dispute between Emperor Vasilios Voulgaroktonos (975-1025) and Patriarch Sergios II of Constantinople (999-1019) on whether or not to enforce the law  of “solidarity”, and led the two to conciliation. From that time the Patriarch of Alexandria was given the title of “Judge of the Universe”, with the added privilege of wearing a second stole (Kritato)


	1021
	GEORGE II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1021-1052)   He was elected during the reign of Khalif Al Zaher, who was well-disposed towards the Christians


	1052
	LEONTIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1052-1059] 



	1059
	ALEXANDER II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1059-1062] 

	1062
	JOHN VI Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1062-1100]



	1100
	TWELFTH CENTURY PATRIARCHS [1100 to 1171]. The dates of a group of Orthodox Patriarchs of Alexandria in this period are unclear. Those who ruled include EULOGIUS, SABBAS [He participated in the Synod in Constantinople , which censured the Nestorian expressions which were unfortunately used by Efstratios, Metropolitan of Nicaea during the writing up of the refutation  of the teaching of the Armenians] CYRIL II [A doctor and secretary] THEODOSIUS II and SOPHRONIUS III [He attended the coronation of Emperor Manuel Komninos (1143-1180]



	1171
	ELIAS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1171-1175] 



	1175
	ELEUTHERIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1175-1180]



	1180
	MARK III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1180-1209) He posed 66 questions to Patriarch Theodoros Balsamon of Antioch (1186-1203). During his tenure as Patriarch the most appalling famine broke out in Egypt , due to the waters of the Nile not rising


	1210
	NICHOLAS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1210-1243)   He maintained contacts with Pope Innocent III of Rome (1210-1243), who invited him to participate in the Lateran Synod (1215). Following the Siege of Damietta by the Crusaders, the Christians underwent the most terrible tortures by the Arabs in retaliation. Patriarch Nicholas waited in vain for help from Pope Honorius III of Rome (1216-1227). He fell asleep in deep poverty


	1263
	NICHOLAS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1263-1276) He stayed in Constantinople. He participated in the issue of Arsenios, Patriarch of Constantinople who was excommunicated by the Synod of 1266, though he did not accept the excommunication


	1276
	ATHANASIUS III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1276-1316) He sought refuge in Constantinople , to save himself from the persecutions by the Arabs. He interfered in the issues of unity between the Churches, during the reign of Michael Palaiologos, whose successor. Andronikos II Palaiologos called a Synod in Constantinople , under the Chairmanship of Patriarch Athanasios, on the condemnation of the unity by the Synod of Lyon. The traumatic state of the Church of Constantinople and the danger from the Arabs, forced him to remain in the Monastery belonging to Sinai, in Crete, where he died.


	1316
	GREGORY II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1316-1354) John III, Patriarch of Constantinople invited him, directly following his elevation to the Patriarchal Throne of Alexandria, to participate in the general ecclesiastical issues. During his tenure, there was trouble in the wider boundaries of the Patriarchates of Alexandria and Jerusalem , especially regarding Mount Sinai


	1354
	GREGORY III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1354-1366) It is possible that he stayed on Mount Athos for great periods of time.


	1366
	NIPHON Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1366-1385) He stayed in Constantinople. He signed the Tome against Prochorus and Cydonus, followers of Barlaam and Akidyndinus, whom the Church condemned


	1385
	MARK IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1385-1389]



	1389
	NICHOLAS III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1389-1398] 



	1398
	GREGORY IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1398-1412]



	1412
	NICHOLAS IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1412-1417]



	1417
	ATHANASIUS IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1417-1425]



	1425
	MARK V Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1425-1435]



	1435
	PHILOTHEUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1435-1459). He rejected the unifying Synod of Florence (1439). He participated in the Synod of Jerusalem (1443) which condemned the unity of Churches as false and invalid.


	1459
	MARK VI Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1459-1484). He condemned the unity of the Churches and in 1467 he sent two monks to Crete to enlighten the locals against Latin propaganda.


	1484
	GREGORY V Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1484-1486] 



	1486
	JOACHIM Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1486-1567] In 1556 Joachim sent a letter to the Russian Czar Ivan IV, asking the Orthodox monarch to provide some material assistance for the Monastery of St. Catherine in Sinai, which had suffered from the Turks. In 1558 the Czar sent to Egypt a delegation lead by archdeacon Gennady, who, however, died in Constantinople before he could reach Egypt. From then on, the embassy was headed by a Smolensk merchant Vasily Poznyakov. Poznyakov's delegation visited Alexandria, Cairo, and Sinai, brought the patriarch a fur coat and an icon sent by the Czar, and left an interesting account of its two and half years' travels. This reign is of extreme length and needs further verification towards the turn of the century



	1569
	SYLVESTER Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria (1569-1590)  He came from Crete . During his tenure, the Church of Alexandria enjoyed prosperity


	1590
	MELETIUS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1590-1601]  Simultaneously, he served in 1597 and 1598 as locum tenens of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. He was born in Crete and studied classical philology, philosophy and medicine in Padua. 
\

	1612
	CYRIL III Patriarch of Alexandria [1601-1620] succeeding Meletius I also  CYRIL I – Patriarch of Constantinople [1612, 1620-23, 1623-33, 1633-34, 1634-35, 1637-38] who succeeded Neophtus II [see 1602]. Cyril was born in Crete in 1572, when Crete was part of the Venetian republic's maritime empire. In his youth he travelled through Europe, studying at Venice and Padua, and at Wittenberg and Geneva where he came under the influence of Calvinism and developed strong antipathy for Roman Catholicism. In 1596 he was sent to Poland by Meletios Pegas, patriarch of Alexandria, to lead the Orthodox opposition to the Union of Brest-Litovsk, which proposed a union of Kiev with Rome. For six years he served as professor of the Orthodox academy in Vilnius in Lithuania. Turkish oppression and the Jesuit missionaries in Constantinople area caused Cyril to set up a theological seminary in Mount Athos. However his ultimate aim was to reform the Orthodox Church along Calvinistic lines. In 1629 he published his famous Confessio promoting this thrust. This caused controversy and Cyril to be deposed several times by the Jesuit and Orthodox factions as can be seen by the six periods of his reign. The controversy culminated in 1672 with the convocation by Dositheos, patriarch of Jerusalem, of the Synod of Jerusalem by which the Calvinistic doctrines were condemned. Cyril was also particularly well disposed towards the Anglican Church, and his correspondence with the archbishops of Canterbury is extremely interesting. He was a lover of books and manuscripts, as was Kritopoulos the patriarch of Alexandria [1635-1639], and many were the items in their collections of books; these two Patriarchs acquired manuscripts that today adorn the Patriarchal Library. Finally, when the Ottoman sultan Murad IV was about to set out for the Persian War, the patriarch was accused of a plan to stir up the Cossacks, and to avoid trouble during his absence the sultan had Cyril killed on June 27,1638 aboard a ship in the Bosporus. His body was thrown into the sea, but it was recovered and buried at a distance from the capital by his friends, and only brought back to Constantinople after many years.



	1620
	GERASIMUS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1620-1636] 



	1636
	METROPHANES Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1636-1639] Born in Greece he was originally a monk on Mount Athos and a close associate of Cyril Lucaris. He studied at the University of Oxford in England and in Germany. He travelled to Europe and mingled with the greatest scholars and theologians of his day. He made Orthodoxy known in the West and was particularly concerned with the problem of unifying the Orthodox Church with the churches of Western Europe. He taught Greek in Vienna (1627 - 1630). He was elected patriarch of Alexandria in 1636, where he put together an important library. He died in Wallachia.



	1639
	NICEPHORUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1639-1645] 



	1645
	JOANNICIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1645-1657] 



	1657
	PAISIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1657-1678]



	1678
	PARTHENIUS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1678-1688]\


	1688
	GERASIMUS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1688-1710]\


	1710
	SAMUEL Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1710-1712, 1714-1723] 



	1712
	COSMAS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1712-1714, 1723-1736]



	1737
	COSMAS III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1737-1746]



	1746
	MATTHEW Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1746-1766]



	1766
	CYPRIAN Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1766-1783]



	1783
	GERASIMUS III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1783-1788]



	1788
	PARTHENIUS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1788-1805] 



	1805
	THEOPHILUS III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1805-1825] 



	1825
	HIEROTHEUS I Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1825-1845] 



	1845
	ARTEMIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1845-1847]



	1847
	HIEROTHEUS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1847-1858]



	1858
	CALLINICUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1858-1861]



	1861
	JACOB Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1861-1865]



	1866
	NICANOR Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1866-1869]



	1870
	SOPHRONIUS IV Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1870-1899] Sophronius III was Patriarch of Constantinople from 1863 to 1866. In 1870 he was elected Greek Patriarch of Alexandria as a compromise candidate in a disputed election. He served there as Sophronius IV until his death in 1899.



	1900
	PHOTIUS Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1900-1925] 



	1926
	MELETIUS II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1926-1935]. Meletius IV was Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople from 1921 till 1923 and Greek Patriarch of Alexandria from 1926 till 1935 as Meletius II. He was the only Eastern Orthodox hierarch in history to serve successively as the senior bishop of three autocephalous churches (before his election to the Ecumenical Patriarchate he had briefly headed the Church of Greece in Athens). A known supporter of Greek Prime Minister Eleftherios Venizelos, he served as Bishop in Cyprus, until he was elected Archbishop of Athens following the abdication of Constantine I of Greece, replacing Archbishop Theocletus I, a known Royalist. Two years later King Constantine I was restored to the throne, Archbishop Meletius was ousted, and former Archbishop Theocletus I was reinstated. In 1921 he was elected Ecumenical Patriarch. He resigned in 1923 following the defeat of the Hellenic Army in the Greco-Turkish War.


	1936
	NICHOLAS V Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1936-1939]
 

	1939
	CHRISTOPHER II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1939-1966]



	1968
	NICHOLAS VI Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1968-1986] The see was vacant 1966-1968



	1987
	PARTHENIUS III Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1987-1996]



	1997
	PETER VII Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [1997-2004] Born in Cyprus he had served as a deacon and a priest, and was consecrated as a bishop in 1983. He had a close rapport with his predecessor, Patriarch Parthenius III of Alexandria and assumed the latter's post after his death in 1996.He reigned as Patriarch for seven years. His tenure was marked by renewed missionary efforts in Kenya, Uganda, Madagascar, Cameroon, and elsewhere across the African continent. He died along with 16 others (including three other bishops of the Church of Alexandria when the helicopter carrying them crashed into the Aegean Sea while en route to the monastic enclave of Mount Athos in Greece.


	2004
	THEODORE II Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria [2004 -] He was born in Crete in 1954. He is a graduate of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School in Athens and holds a degree from the Theological Faculty of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. From 1975 to 1985 he served as Archdeacon and Chancellor of the Holy Metropolis of Lambis and Sfakion in Crete, where he developed significant Preaching and Philanthropic activities including hostels for needy youth. From 1985 to 1990 he served as Patriarchal Exarch in Russia, based in the Ukrainian city of Odessa.
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