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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).  Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).  Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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MIRACLES IN THE PLAN OF GOD

THE CONTEXT OF MIRACLES IN OUR EARTHLY WALK
Miracles are not isolated things that we demand from God to suit our desires and purposes, nor are they random events that should surprise us and have little relationship to us.  Miracles are an integral part of the “Plan of God” in all the ages of mankind on this temporary planet.  As believers in the Church Age we need to understand our part in the Plan of God and walk with the Lord, embracing all that He has for us, and daily we must be absolutely obedient to all he requires of us.
We are here upon this earth to play our part in the Lord’s Plan for our life, for we are his soldiers, his ambassadors and his servants to complete all tasks assigned to us on our walk through this short life.  We are to walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 5:18-21, and at all times we are to have our spiritual armour firmly on. Ephesians 6:12-18.  We are always to be “under orders”, and that means if the strangest things are required of us, then we are to be obedient and step out into them.

Miracles by their very definition are strange and wonderful things that lift us and all who witness them out of the ordinariness of daily life and give us a glimpse of heaven and the power that comes from there to earth at times.   Miracles by their very definition are not “ordinary” events, but go well beyond our knowledge of how this universe is put together.  They do not “break natural laws”, but they can blow apart our understanding of them, and they remind us that God made this universe and HE alone is in charge of it.

God is the creator and the saviour, and so God is the sovereign, and that means HE is able to do all he requires to fulfil his plan upon the earth.  Miracles that flow from the Holy Character and Power of God are integrally related to His Plan, His Objectives, and always lead to His Glory!  What may appear as “Miracles” to men may also be worked by the demonic forces at times and we are warned about this fact in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12.
The enemy is a great counterfeiter, a true “angel of false light”, 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, and so we can expect to see in our day, what many have witnessed through the centuries, healings and dramatic signs by satanic agents to deceive men who are hungry for spectacle and hooked on entertainment.  As Moses faced the magicians of Egyptian paganism, 2 Timothy 3:8-9, just so we may at times come up against the “workers of iniquity”, 2 Thessalonians 2:7, but they will not have the power that we have in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  1 John 4:4.  The enemy at times has great power, but it is always inferior to that of the Holy Spirit filled believer who is walking in obedience to God’s call upon their life.
Let us understand the subject of “Miracles” in a biblical, systematic and thorough way.  The enemy seeks to deceive and lead astray all believers who are superficial and foolish, and so let us sit with the Lord’s miraculous work in history, and really set ourselves the task of understanding the spiritual significance of the miraculous for our lives and witness at this time in history.  Any one of us may be asked to play a special part in our walk through these last days, and so let us be ready to work in the Lord’s path, plan and power, so that we bring glory to His Holy Name, not disgrace by being deceived by any enemy worker of evil.  Romans 1:18-23.
This study will be set out using the Bible Topic Book Doctrinal Studies on the relevant topics that build up the background and context of the miraculous in the Plan of God.  We must have everything in its right context in this life, or we will be out of step with God’s purposes for our life.  We are here to serve, and that means we are to embrace any need for miracles in the plan of God as it affects our walk.  Whatever the Lord requires of us we are to be ready to do.  It is not our plan but “HIS”!
Let us examine this topic without any “short-cuts”, so that we might see what the Lord requires of each of us and so be obedient servants, soldiers and ambassadors of the lord.  We are his friends if we obey his commands!  John 15:7-8, 12-14.  If the Lord wants you to be a “miracle worker” in his Plan you must be ready to obey, and move out into this as Moses and many of the Apostles did.  If the Lord wants you to take a path where you will see little of the miraculous, other than Holy Spirit transformed lives, then we need to relax into that reality for us.  God’s Plan for us, not our plans!  Jeremiah 10:23.
Whatever the miracle(s) we see and are part of, if they are of God, they will not distract us from our love, worship and service to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our life here is not about seeking and working miracles to our glory, or for our entertainment, but always seeking His Glory.  We do not get distracted by the miraculous, rather we expect God to do everything that HE needs to do to accomplish His Purposes in and through our lives.  We must not be “miracle chasers/hunters” but servants of the Lord, occupied in our minds and lives with Him alone, not just one aspect of his work.
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1.
DEFINITIONS AND DANGERS

The Danger of “Blasphemy” in this area is not to be under-estimated, for it is the Lord’s Plan that we are here on earth to follow and if HE calls for the miraculous we are to be ready to advance in 100% obedience.  If a miracle is required, then the Lord will provide it, and we are to be ready to embrace it.  We are not to be embarrassed, offended, or pull back from the miraculous, but always be seeking what it is the Lord requires of us in each and every situation.
We are not here to do our will but His Will at all times.  Miracles are to be seen in this context always.  What is the Lord doing?  What does the Lord require?  What does the Lord require of us at this time?   We are to be focused upon his glory through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and that means a readiness to step out in faith and claim His Power to meet a situation that the Spirit ministers to us requires God’s direct work.  

BLASPHEMY

1. 
In word or deed to show insolence, insult, or disrespect to the character of God. Blasphemy is any act that robs God of his majesty, or of the glory and honour due to him.

2. 
Blasphemy has many objects:  

[a]   Blasphemy may be against God. Leviticus 24:11-23, Isaiah 52:5, Ezekiel 20:27, Revelation 13:6, 16:11. 

[b]   It may be against Christ. Acts 26:11, James 2:7. 

[c]   It may be against the Holy Spirit. Matthew 12:24-32, Mark 3:22-30, Luke 12:10. 

[d]   It may be against the Word of God. Psalms 107:11, Isaiah 5:24. 

[e]   Against the angels Jude 8, 10. 

[f]   Against doctrine itself 1 Timothy 6:1. 

[g]   Against believers as servant of the living God. Acts 13:45, 1 Corinthians 4:13, Acts 18:6. 

[h]   Against the Name of God. Romans 2:24. 

[i]   The messengers of God. 2 Peter 2:10. 

[j]   The message of redemption. Romans 14:16.

3. 
Blasphemy in God's sight is: 

[a]   Denial of the truth 1 Timothy 1:13. 

[b]   False doctrine 1 Timothy 1:20. 

[c]   Idolatry  Nehemiah 9:18, 26. 

[d]   Persecuting saints Isaiah 52:5. 

[e]   Insulting the poor James 2:6,7. 

[f]   Hypocrisy  Romans 2:24, 2 Timothy 3:2.

4. 
Blasphemy is just another sign of man's rejection of the Messiahship of Jesus and their pride filled belief in their own ability to meet God's standards without any need for a Saviour. John 3:16-36.  We can enter this area by “miracle chasing” activity where we forget we are here to serve the Lord and chase after spectacle and experience, and so bring disgrace upon the Lord’s Holy Name and our own life path is forever side-tracked or destroyed.   He is our King and Lord and we are here to serve Him, not our own desire for drama!
MIRACLES AND SIGNS/WONDERS (DEFINITION)
A working definition of a “miracle” is suggested as follows.  “A Miracle is any event that arrests mankind’s attention as a strange and naturally unexplainable event.   It is an event which may appear to break natural laws, but that is simply because we are limited in our own understanding of our universe.   It is an event that flows in the natural world from an action in the spiritual world.  A miraculous event is a reminder to mankind that we are creatures in a creation, and we are always living in a larger spiritual context, where angels are spiritually active from beyond space and time, and where God is the author of space and time itself, and so able to do all HE wishes to achieve His purposes within this temporary space-time universe.  A “sign miracle” is one which has specific significance, and is meant to draw man’s attention to something that the Creator is emphasizing needs to be seen and understood.”

SIGNS

1. 
A sign is something which stands for, or looks forward to something else.

a)  Things such as- The Temple, Regalia, Stars and Uniforms.

b)  Festivals such as the Jewish Feasts which spoke of the Plan of God.

c)  Sacrifices such as Levitical Offerings which spoke of the work of Jesus Christ.

d)  Customs such as Circumcision.

e)  Names including the names of People and Places.

f)  Supernatural Acts such as Miracles.

2. 
Signs were given by God to individuals as a proof of their authority. (Deuteronomy 13:1-4, Judges 6:17, Ezekiel 12:6,11, Hebrews 2:4)

3. 
Signs were for unbelieving Israel as a warning of coming judgement. (Isaiah 20:3, 28:11, Jeremiah 6:1, Ezekiel 4:3)

4. 
Signs for believers were for reminders of God's Grace (Exodus 13:9) such as the Covenant, (Exodus 31:13,17) and His Holiness. (Ezekiel 14:8)

5. 
The life of the Lord was a sign. (Matthew 12:38-42, Luke 2:34-35, John 6:30-35)

6. 
His death and resurrection were also signs. (Matthew 12:39, 24:30, John 2:18-22, 3:14-15)

7. 
The Apostles had temporary sign gifts to prove their authority from God. (Act 14:8-28, 1 Corinthians 1:22, Acts 19:11-12 cf. 1 Timothy 5:23, Philippians 2:25)

8. 
Asking for signs is not a sign of spirituality. (Matthew 12:38-39, John 6:30-35, 12:32-34)

9.  
Signs of the First Advent in Luke.

a)  The virgin birth itself, in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy; the visitation of the angels both to Mary and Elizabeth, were all miraculous events. (Luke 1:26-38)

b)  The attendant birth of John the Baptist is also described with its associated signs, and the recognition by the baby in the womb of Elizabeth was a sign of things to come. (Luke 1:5-25, 43-45 cf. Psalm 110:1)

c)   Mary's prophecy of her son's role as Saviour and Sacrifice. (Luke 1:54-56)

d)  The signs associated with John's birth. (Luke 1:65-66)

e)  The prophetic song of Zachariah. (Luke 1:67-80)

f)   The angelic visit to the shepherds. (Luke 2:10-11)

g)  The song of Simeon. (Luke 2:25-35)

h)  The song of Anna. (Luke 2:36-38)

i)   The sign of the prophet Isaiah in the preaching of John the Baptist. (Luke 3:3-18)

10. 
Seven signs in John.

a)  Wedding at Cana at Galilee.  2:1-11

b)  Healing of the Nobleman's son.  4:46-54

c)  The Cripple by the Pool of Siloam.  5:1-16

d)  The feeding of the Five Thousand.  6:1-14

e)  The healing of the Blind Man.  9:1-38

f)   The raising of Lazarus.  11:1-46

g)  The resurrection of the Lord.  20,21

Signs may be miraculous, and the strong message that comes form this brief study, is that it is crucial that we are relaxed, thoughtful and prayerful as we face great events, and see their significance and act appropriately.  Believers are not to be so over awed by an event that they lose their perspective, and do not see its significance in redemptive reality.  We are here to draw people to the foot of the Cross and any “sign” event/miracle is to be understood in relation to its saving role in the people’s lives who see it.  

MIRACLES AND GOD’S HOLY CHARACTER

Miracles demonstrate the attributes of God:

1.
 The Sovereignty of God was illustrated in:- 

a)  the Lord's creative work of turning water into wine at Cana. (John 2:1-11)

b)  His power when stilling the storm on Galilee. (Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 8:18)

c)  the feeding of the 5000 and the 4000. (Mark 6:33-44; 8:1-9)

d)  walking on the water at Galilee. (Mark 6:47-52)

e)  His arrest in Gethsemane. (John 18:6)

2. 
The Righteousness of God was illustrated in:- 

the Lord's transfiguration before the disciples on the mountain, when they saw the Holiness of God in the Lord displayed. (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36)

3. 
The Justice of God was illustrated in:- 

the cursing of the fig tree during the last week before the cross as a sign of His coming judgment upon unresponsive Israel. (Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-26)

4. 
The Love of God was illustrated in:- 

all the healing ministries as the Lord's compassion flowed into action, even to the exhaustion of His humanity. While thirty-six specific miracles of the Lord are recorded, many thousands of healing miracles are passed over in a few isolated verses. (eg. Matthew 9:35-36, 14:14, 15:30-31, 8:16-17 etc.)

5. 
The Eternal Life of God was illustrated in:- 

the great miracle of the resurrection of Christ.

6. 
The Omniscience of God was illustrated in:- 

a  his knowledge of where unseen shoals of fish were. (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 21:1-14)

b  where the fish was with just enough money in its mouth to pay the required tax. (Matthew 17:24-27)

c  the knowledge about Nathaniel and the woman at the well at Sychar also shows his omniscience. (John 1:45-51; 4:5-43)

7. 
The Omnipresence of God was illustrated in:- 

His ability to appear in various places many kilometres apart demonstrating the truth of His promise to be with believers always. (Matthew 28:20)

8. 
The Omnipotence of God was illustrated in:- 

the raising of people such as Lazarus from the dead.

9. 
The Immutability of God was illustrated in:- 

the repetition of the miracle of the draught of fishes both before and after the resurrection showing that His character and power were unchanged.

10. 
The Veracity of God was illustrated in:- 

the healing of the Centurion's servant and the Nobleman's son. The Lord said they were healed, and at that moment, many kilometres away, they were. (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10, John 4:46-54)

11. 
The Grace of God was illustrated in:- 

the healing of Malchus' ear in the garden on the night of the Lord's arrest (Luke 22:50). It was a testimony to His Grace that as he faced the horror of the cross, our Lord could still stoop and heal one of His captors. It is significant that the last recorded miracle performed by the Lord before the cross benefited an enemy, one who had come to arrest him.

2. THE CONTEXT OF MIRACLES – THE PLAN OF GOD
GOD – PLAN OF GOD

1. 
In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. 
The plan centres on the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. 
Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. 
God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. 
Under His Plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. 
Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. 
There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. 
The Plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. 
His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. 
Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. 
God's plans derive from all his divine Character, not just His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. Man have said, “the foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain”, but this is inadequate, as it is men, in space and time, trying to work out what and how God did things beyond both categories.

12. 
There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established.  It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. 
Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but He does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.  Remember – we are “speaking as men” here and are trying to express things that are well beyond us until we too are beyond space and time.
14. 
Since God cannot contradict His own character He plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, His plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. 
The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. 
No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

3.
THE REALITY OF THE MIRACULOUS IN THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
CHRIST – ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST

Isaiah 53 is one of the most famous chapters in the Bible and portrays prophetically the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It reminds us that the entire plan for our salvation is “miraculous” for the fulfilment of all the prophetic words about Jesus person and work is well beyond any probabilities.  We are part of a miraculous plan and it centres in the person and work of Jesus, and that is why all genuine miracles will always bring glory to HIM alone!
Prophecy - 53:1 - “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” 

Fulfilment - John 12:38.
Prophecy - 53:2 - “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.” 

Fulfilment - Philippians 2:5-8.
Prophecy - 53:3  - “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” 

Fulfilment - John 1:11, Matthew 26:38; 27:20-22.
Prophecy - 53:4  - “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 8:16, 27:41-43.
Prophecy - 53:5 - “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:26-29, Colossians 1:20, 1 Peter 2:24.
Prophecy - 53:6 - “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

Fulfilment - Romans 3:23, 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Prophecy - 53:7 - “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” – 

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:12-14, 1 Peter 2:23.

Prophecy - 53:8  - “He was taken from prison and from judgement: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”

Fulfilment - Luke 23:4-33, John 18:3-30.
Prophecy - 53:9 - “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:24, 57-60.
Prophecy - 53:10  “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” 

Fulfilment - John 3:16, Romans 8:32.
Prophecy - 53:11 - “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.:

Fulfilment - John 19:34, Romans 4:25.
Prophecy - 53:12  - “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

Fulfilment - Mark 15:27, Luke 23:34, John 19:28-31.
CHRIST – THE OBEDIENCE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

1.  
Jesus Christ was perfect in His obedience (Luke 2:51; Philippians 2:8).  Examples of the Lord's perfect obedience to the Father's will are given in the following points.
2. 
The Lord's temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), where the Lord resisted the temptation in His humanity to use His divine power outside the Father's will. (Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews 10:7).
3. 
In the Garden of Gethsemane the Lord resisted all temptation to the contrary but set His face firmly to go through with the horror of the cross. (Matthew 26:38-46, Mark 14:34-42, Luke 22:41-44).
4. 
During the provocations of the trials the Lord stood firm and resolute.  Although He had the power to resist arrest, as shown briefly in (John 18:6), He voluntarily went with the troops, even chiding Peter for his sword play (Luke 22:49-51). Although abused (Matthew 26:67-68), struck (John 18:22), scourged (Matthew 27:26), mocked and beaten (Matthew 27:27-31), and finally crucified the Lord calmly accepted this all as part of the Father's Plan, resisting any temptation to rebel at the injustice, cruelty and callousness of those who perpetrated this evil.  Rather He prayed for them, acknowledging to Pilate that all this was part of His role as Saviour. (Luke 23:34, John 18:37.)

5. 
When miracles were demanded by Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8-11) the Lord resisted any temptation to instantly judge that evil man and his court but saying nothing set His face to the cross on which He would bear even the sins of Herod Antipas. (1John 2:2).
6. 
When He stumbled on the road to the cross He did not call on divine strength but Simon of Cyrene had to be pressed into service to carry the cross. (Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26).
7. 
When reviled by the crowds as He hung on the cross, taunted to do things which He could have done, He resisted all temptation to step down from the cross but stayed there to bear the sins of all.  (Matthew 27:39-44, Mark 15:29-32, Luke 23:35-39).

CHRIST – SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

The sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross had many affects. It was

1. Penal 


Galatians  3:13 2 Corinthians  5:21

2. Substitutional 

Leviticus 1:4 Isaiah 53:5-6 2 Corinthians 5:21 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary 

Genesis 22:9 John 10:18

4. Redemptive 

Galatians 3:13 Ephesians 1:7 1 Corinthians 6:20

5. Propitiatory 

Romans 3:25 1 John 2:2

6. Reconciling 

2 Corinthians 5:18,19 Colossians 1:21,22

7. Efficacious 

John 12:3 20-23 Romans 5:9,10 2 Corinthians 5:21 Ephesians 2:13 Hebrews 9:12

8. Revelatory 

John 3:16 1 John 4:9,10

CHRIST – WORK OF CHRIST COMPARED WITH WORK OF MAN

1. 
Christ was cursed having been innocent (Galatians 3:13). - The ground was cursed having been innocent.

2. 
Christ wore a crown of thorns (John 18:8). - The ground brought forth thorns.

3. 
On the cross Christ sweated drops of blood (Luke 22:44). - Man earns bread from the sweat of his face.

4. 
Christ is brought out of the dust (Psalm 22:15). - Man returns to dust.

5. 
Christ, by bearing our sins, died spiritually. - Man by sin died spiritually.

6. 
Christ died twice on the cross : spiritually Psalm. 22:1, 2 Corinthians. 5:21 - physically John 19:30 - Man died twice, spiritually immediately - physically eventually (Genesis 3:6, Genesis 5:5).

4.
THE EXPECTATION OF THE MIRACULOUS IN OUR LIFE AND WITNESS

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

1. 
True Christian character is Christ like ness.  Ephesians 4:13.

2. 
True Christian character is produced by dealing with sin regularly. 1 John 1:5-10.

3. 
True Christian character is produced by feeding on God’s Word and applying it in life in the power and filling of the Holy Spirit.  Hebrews 4:1-2.

4. 
It is in tune with the will of God for the life, by being responsive to the Holy Spirit in all the daily details of life.  Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19.

5. 
Character is formed by the power of God working on an obedient, yielded life. Romans 12:1-2.

6. 
Character radiates God’s power and presence through the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23, Colossians 1:11.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP

1. 
An Ambassador does not appoint themself, he/she is appointed by the nation they represent, the king represented. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. 
An Ambassador does not support themself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. 
An Ambassador does not represent themself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. 
An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which they are sent. Positionally we are in heaven, but experientially we are in the world (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. 
All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. 
An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. 
When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CHRIST FORMED IN YOU

1. 
SCRIPTURE (Galatians 4:19) "My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you. "

2. Evaluation

“My little children” - the Galatians were brought to the Lord through Paul's ministry "travail in birth". Paul is in much anguish and pain over the attitude of the Galatians. "until" - future - this has not happened yet, Christ be formed in you. (Ephesians 3:16,17; Philippians 1:20). Here we are talking about the character of Christ being formed in the believer.

3. 
Principle of Christ being formed in you -
a)  Christ fulfilled the Law. (Matthew. 5:17)

b)  Christ is the end of the law to them that believe (Romans 10:4, Galatians 5:18, 23)

c)  We have however a higher law, the law of spirituality (Romans 8:2-4)

d)  This new law is accompanied by a commandment to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

e)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is to produce the character of Christ and to glorify Christ. (Galatians 4:19)

f)  The Holy Spirit is the person who glorifies Christ in the Christian walk. (John 16:14, 7:39)

g) The glorification of Christ takes place within the believer. (1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19,20).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BELIEVER-PRIEST OF THE CHURCH AGE

1. 
The believer-priest of the church age can have boldness (Hebrews 10:19-21, refer 1Peter 2:5-9).

a)   This boldness/confidence is based on the Blood of Christ (the Lord’s perfect work on the cross). In his resurrection and ascension, He became our forerunner (Hebrews 4:14 -16, 6:19-20).  

b)   When the body of Christ was offered on the cross, the veil in the temple was rent (Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:38, Luke 23:45), this signified that the way was open for the believer priests to enter also.

c)   We are to follow our High-Priest into the presence of God which is where we are to offer our priestly service.

2.            The four-fold service of the believer-priest towards God (Hebrews 10:22-25).

a)   Verse 22 - As priests our first service is our fellowship and spirituality each day.  Just as the Old Testament priest went through many physical washings (Exodus 29:4, 40:30-33, Numbers 8:7), so the believer is prepared for service by the cleansing of confession and spiritual growth (John 13:10, Ephesians 5:26, John 17:17, 1John 1:9).

b)   Verse 23 - Our second service is the confession of our confidence/hope in Christ’s Second Advent (Hebrews 4:14 with 2Corinthians 5:17-21).

c)   Verse 24 - The believer priest is concerned about the spiritual well-being of other believers (1Corinthians 10:24, Galatians 6:2). We are to stimulate one another to love (as produced by the Holy Spirit) (Romans 5:5, Galatians 5:22,  Ephesians 2:10).

d)   Verse 25 - As believer priests we are meant to function in fellowship with God and our brethren.  There are no solo Christians. The church meeting is the time for the training, encouragement of the army of the Lord, upon the earth, the time for the ambassadors to receive their instructions from the Lord’s under-shepherds. To stop gathering together is to deny the fellowship of the faith!  (Ephesians 4:11-16, 1 Corinthians 12:1-21).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFIDENCE

1. 
The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2. 
The results of confidence:-

a)   Protection. (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b)   Strength. (Isaiah 30:15)

c)   Blessing. (Jeremiah 17:7)

3. 
Examples of confidence:-

a)   In God's provision. (Genesis 22:18)

b)   In God's sovereignty. (Genesis 50:20)

c)   In God's deliverance. (Daniel 3:17-18)

d)   In God's power. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e)   In God's presence. (Psalm 71:5)

f)    In extremity. (Job 13:15)

4. 
Confidence relating to prayer:-

a)   Confident access. (Ephesians 3:12)

b)   Confidence to draw near. (Hebrews 4:16)

c)   Confidence to enter. (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d)   Confidence to ask. (1 John 5:14-15)

5. 
Confidence in the day of judgement. (1 John 4:17)

6. 
Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7. 
Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONSECRATION

1. 
Consecration means full surrender of self to God. (Romans 6:13)

2. 
This is the attitude of "denying self" and "not my will, but yours be done" (Matthew 16:24, 26:39, Galatians 2:20).

3. 
This is the only acceptable gift to God. (Romans 12:1,2)

4. 
The consecration of the Temple is a picture of the believer's life:  the Outer Court (the body), the Holy Place (the soul) and the Holy of Holies (spirit).
5. 
You are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and therefore must be set apart as a holy vessel. (Romans 12:1-2 cf. 1Kings 8:1-11).
CHRISTIAN LIFE – CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST

1. 
SCRIPTURE (Galatians 2:20.) "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. "

2. 
Evaluation or Literal Translation

a)   "I am crucified with Christ".  I have been crucified with Christ in the past with a result that I keep on being crucified with Christ forever identification with Christ in His death).  Passive voice - I have received this crucifixion (this occurs at the point of salvation). We are dead to the law after crucifixion with Christ because Christ fulfilled the law. (Matthew. 5:17). We are overcomers (1 John 5:4,5)

b)   "yet not I" - I no longer live - my old life of sin and self has died

c)   "but Christ lives in me" - Christ keeps on living in me. (Galatians. 4:19). Christ lives in us for fellowship as well - (Revelation. 3:20, John 14:20, 2 Corinthians. 13:5, Romans. 8:10, Colossians. 1:27)

d)   “and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith (or power) of the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me."

3. 
The only way to fulfil the law is through the character of Christ formed in the believer through the ministry of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:2-4). In our own strength we are unable to keep the law because we have a sinful nature.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – ENEMY

1. 
The carnal believer is the enemy of God - this type of carnal believer is always out of fellowship and never uses confession. (Romans 8:7-8)

2. 
The backslidden believer is the enemy of the cross. (Philippians 3:18)

3. 
Demons are also the enemy of God. (1 Corinthians 15:24,25; Hebrews 10:13).

4. 
Unbelievers are the enemy of God (Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:21)

5. 
The pastor who disciplines the backslidden believers is regarded by them as their enemy (Galatians 4:16.)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. 
By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. 
By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. 
By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31, 1 John 1:9

4. 
By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. 
By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him - Hebrews 4:15-16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. 
By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. 
By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. 
Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FASTING

1. 
The true purpose of fasting is to spend time ordinarily spent in things such as eating and sleeping to prayer and Bible study.  It is not a magical activity to release power for miracles.
2. 
Fasting is not only the denial of food, although it often involves it between 6am and 6pm.

3. 
The Jews fasted on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29-31; Numbers 29:7). Fasting in these passages is covered by the words, "afflict their souls".  It involves serious concentration on God.
4. 
Fasting with the wrong attitude becomes human works, and therefore is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 58:3-4, Jeremiah 14:12).  It is not a “deal” with God to get something, but seeking God’s path.
5. 
Fasting should always reflect an attitude of humbleness toward God (Psalm 69:10).

6. 
Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights during his temptation (Matthew 4:2).

7. 
When Christians fast it should be a matter between the individual and God (Matthew 6:16-18) The fasting Christian should not make a public spectacle, as its purpose is to quieten the mind and focus forward on God’s path for the next days, weeks or even years.

8. 
Fasting in the form of extra time in prayer and bible study is beneficial:

[a]   for major decisions in the Christians' or church's (Acts 13:2,3)

[b]   to remove certain types of demons (Matthew 17:21; Mark 9:29)

[c]   in revival (e.g. the post-war revival in South Korea).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. 
The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. 
The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

3. 
In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

4. 
We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

5. 
Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9, John 15:2)

6. 
Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

7. 
Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

8. 
One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

9. 
Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

10. 
In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

Spiritual fruitfulness is a measure of genuine spirituality, not any miracles occurring around you.  Matthew 7:13-23.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS: SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1. 
Three general passages which list spiritual gifts. (Ephesians 4:11, 1 Corinthians 12:28-30, Romans 12:3-8).

2. 
The purpose of spiritual gifts is to serve and build up the church. (Ephesians 4:8-13)

3. 
The gifts are given by the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation. (1 Corinthians 12)

4. 
Some gifts were temporary (1 Corinthians 13:8-10) and others permanent. (1 Corinthians 12:28 cf. 1 Corinthians 13:8)

5. 
A temporary gift was one used before the canon of scripture was completed. The purpose of temporary gifts was to function in the place of a completed canon of scripture. (1 Corinthians 13:8-10)

6. 
The operation of any spiritual gift depends entirely on the Filling of the Holy Spirit to be effective and spiritual in its power.  They were never for personal pleasure or benefit, but always were and are to be for the blessing of the church.  (Acts 2:4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – HEIRSHIP

1. 
Believers are heirs of God and based on Sonship and union with Christ (Romans 8:17).

2. 
Heirship demands and guarantees eternal life (Titus 3:7).

3. 
The Christian's inheritance is:

a)   In Christ (Ephesians 1:11

b)   In light (Colossians 1:12)

c)   Guaranteed by the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13,14)

d)   In heaven (1 Peter 1:4)

e)   Incorruptible (1 Peter 1:4)

f)    Everlasting (1 Peter 1:4)

g)   Pure (1 Peter 1:4)

h)   For believers only (1 Peter 1:5)

i)    Kept safe for us (1 Peter 1:5).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IMITATE CHRIST

1. 
Imitation is the foundation of discipleship, the surest and quickest method of training - 1 Corinthians 4:16

2. 
The Corinthians could imitate Paul, for he was imitating Jesus Christ. In context the imitation has to do with self sacrifice for the cause of the ministry - 1 Corinthians 10; 23-33, 11:1, Philippians 3:8-19.  
3. 
As the believer imitates Christ he reflects the character of the invisible God. Here the imitation relates specifically to God's love expressed in forgiveness - Ephesians 4:32, 5:1-2

4. 
Peter illustrates the fact that the minister of God's Word is to be an example to those he teaches - 1 Peter 5:2-3

5. 
To become an example you first must be an imitator. - 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7

6. 
Imitation is the primary teaching method of Jesus Christ - 1 Peter 2:21

7. 
The call of "follow me" was used by ancient rabbis to call their disciples to a life of learning by imitation - Matthew 4:19, John 21:19,22

8. 
The principle of imitation is conformity. - Matthew 10:24-25; Luke 6:40

9. 
This principle was fulfilled when the training of the disciples was finally completed. - Acts 4:13

10. 
The quest of the pastor teacher must be to imitate Christ and to be imitated in the faith. - Hebrews 13:7

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IN CHRIST

1. 
At the point of salvation, every believer in the Church Age is entered into the Body of Christ, and is therefore united with Christ.  Our position is now, "in Christ".

2. 
The baptism of the Spirit is how we are united with Christ. (Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5) The Holy Spirit places the believer in union with Christ.

3. 
Positional truth belongs to the carnal as well as the spiritual believer, to the apostate believer as well as to the mature believer. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

4. 
Positional truth protects the believer from divine judgment in eternity. (Romans 8:1)

5. 
Positional truth qualifies the believer to live with God forever.

a)   Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

b)   Imputation of God's righteousness. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

6. 
Positional truth is the key to both election and predestination. (Ephesians 1:3-6)

7. 
Positional truth creates a new creature. (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10) based on who and what Christ is, therefore what grace accomplishes - not what changes we make - at salvation or thereafter.

8. 
Positional truth guarantees the eternal security of the believer. (Romans 8:38,39)

9. 
Positional truth has two aspects.

a)   Past - identification with Christ in His death. (Romans 6; Colossians 2:12; 3:3)

b)   Present (and Future) - identification with Christ in His "new resurrection life".

10. 
Current positional truth implies that the believer shares certain things in union with Christ.

a)   Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

b)   Righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

c)   Election (Ephesians 1:4)

d)   Destiny. (Ephesians 1:5)

e)   Sonship. (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1,2)

f)   Heirship. (Romans 8:16,17)

g)  Sanctification. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

h)  Kingdom. (2 Peter 1:11)

i)   Priesthood. (Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 2:5,9).

11. 
Our new position in Christ means we are and must be separated from the world. Ephesians 2:6

12. 
As new creatures in Christ, we have a new ministry as ambassadors for Christ  2 Corinthians 5:17-21  1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

13. 
In Christ, we are never alone.  Colossians 3:4, John 17.  We have communion with Him, and with His body (other Christians)

14. 
We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit forever- we are in the Father, He is in us  - Ephesians 4:6, we are in Christ, He is in us - John 14:20, Colossians 1:26, we are in the Spirit, He is in us - Romans 8:9.

15. 
We are members of His body, branches of His vine, living stones of His building, sheep of His fold, part of his Bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

16. 
The characteristics of positional truth are six-fold.

a)    It is not an experience - neither emotional nor ecstatic.

b)    It is not progressive - cannot be improved in time or eternity.

c)   It is not related to human merit, ability, or human good. Here are the implications of retroactive positional truth. There is no place in the plan of God for human good.

d)    It is eternal in nature, it cannot be changed by God, angels or mankind.

e)    It is known only through the Word of God.

f)     It is obtained in total at the point of salvation.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – LOVE
1. 
Love for God is total appreciation for all He is and has done.

2. 
Words for love in Greek language 

(a)   eros (sexual love) not used in the New Testament

(b)   storge (comradeship) not used in New Testament

(c)   agape (concerned love for others, great esteem for the loved one, reverence, a love that springs from adoration and veneration, and is a love of the will that chooses the loved one and devotes self to them to the exclusion of lesser objects.  It may mean a self denying and compassionate devotion to the loved one)

(d)   phile (a love that embraces and kisses. This love is that of the affections and speaks of friendship and all one will do for a friend).

3. 
Our Lord makes it clear to Peter in John 21: 15-19 that he wants Peter to love him with agape love that flows from a deep occupation with the Lord. Agape, as a love of the will, must work out in service of the Lord, and this will express the believers love (agape) for other believers also. 

4. 
Do not love of the things the world has to offer.  1 John 2:15-17.

5. 
True love of God will always lead to love of the brethren.  1  John 1:3 -11,  1 John 3:1-3, 10, 4:7 -12, 19,  

6. 
Love is expressed in worship and in service. 1 John 5:1-5.

7. 
Love for God will flow and grow from knowledge of his word.  1 Corinthians 2:9.  

8. 
This deep love will be expressed in witness for the Lord to others.  2 Corinthians 5:14. 

9. 
God loves every believer with perfect and unchanging love because we are united with His beloved Son.

10. 
It is also noted that the unbeliever has “agape” love for darkness rather than light John 3:19

11. 
Love for others is an important feature of the Christian life.

12. 
There are three types of love:-

(a)   love for God.

(b)   love for your spouse.

(c)   love for other members of the human race.

13. 
It should be noted that only in type (b) is the body involved. The rest involve the soul or soul and spirit only.

14. 
Love For God

(a)     Love for God is a response to the love of God. (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

(b)   The capacity for this love depends on your maturity. ( Philippians 1:20,21; Ephesians 3:17-19; 1 John 4:17-18)

(c)    For the Church age believer love for God occurs first through the filling of the Spirit. Confession of sin is therefore critically important. (Ephesians 5:2, c/f 5:18)

(d)    Jesus Christ is the initiator of love of God through grace. (Ephesians 5:25-27; 1 John 4:8-10; 4:19)

(e)    The believer loves God using his free will.

(f)   The believer who does not love Christ is under a special curse and perpetual discipline. (1 Corinthians 16:22)

(g)    Love for God is the true motivator for working for God such as witnessing. (2 Corinthians 5:14)

(h) This love is initiated by grace and increased in the believer who has a gracious attitude towards God and mankind. (Daniel 9:4; Psalm 31:23; 119:132; 1 Corinthians 2:9)

(i)    Love for God was commanded to all Old Testament saints. (Deuteronomy 6:5; 10:12; 11:1; 11:13)

(j)   Love for God is the basis of all true happiness as well as capacity for loving members of the human race. (Deuteronomy 30:16)

(k)    Love for God provides courage in battle. (Joshua 23:10-11)

(l)   As we see God through his Word it is impossible to love God except through his Word. ( Ps 119:165-167, 1 Peter 1:8)

15. 
Love For Your Spouse

(a)   This is love for a member of the opposite sex designed by God for you in eternity past unless you have the gift of celibacy. (Song of Solomon 8:6-7)

(b)   It is as strong as death and is a provision from God.

(c)   Death does not destroy this love. (Ecclesiastes 9:5-6)

(d)  This type of love is exclusive to one person. (Proverbs 5:18-19)

(e)  This type of love is protective both in absence (Song of Solomon 1:13, 4:6) and in presence. (Song of Solomon 2:4) The man is a banner of protection to the woman.

(f)   Love for your spouse illustrates relationships with the Lord. (Ezekiel 16:8, Ephesians 5:23-33)

(g)  Mental sins attack all forms of love. (1 John 5:18)

(h)  God has set aside time in each life for love. (Ecclesiastes 3:8)

16. 
Love For Others

(a)  Love for others has great stability and power. (2 Samuel 1:26, Proverbs 27:9,10, John 15:13, Galatians 5:4)

(b)  Love for others provides pleasant and relaxing environment. (Romans 13:10, Proverbs 10:12)

(c)  Love for others is free from hypocrisy. (Romans 12:9)

(d)  Love for others is outgoing and objective. (Galatians 5:13, 2 Samuel 1:26)

(e)  Love for others promotes orientation to grace. (Philemon 9-12)

(f)   Love for others has enemies and can be destroyed by:-


(i) Mental attitude sins. (Job 19:19, Proverbs 16:28)


(ii) Sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 17:9)


(iii) National catastrophe. (Jeremiah 6:21-23, 20:4-6)

(g)  Love for others can be counterfeited. (Proverbs 19:6-7)

(h)  Love for others can be removed because of divine discipline. (Psalm 38:11, 88:18)

17. 
We are recipients of Gods love (AGAPE=ultimate concern) through the cross. 1 John 4:10,19, John 3:16.

18. 
We must give out the gospel to all that they might see Gods love towards them Matthew 28:18-20.

19. 
Our attitudes to one another should show Gods love in action. 1 John 4:12, John 13:35.

20. 
Love is commanded of all believers towards other believers, John 13:34, 1John 4:7,8, Philippians  2:2-8. 

21. 
This only becomes possible as we grow in Christ, as his word changes our minds giving us the capacity for love. 1Peter 3:18. Love is a fruit of the Spirit. 

22. 
Agape love in the believer puts the eternal issues of the other persons life ahead of all else, so that all is done to them with their eternal state in mind. 1 Corinthians 13:1-8. 

23. 
We show our love towards believers by our practical concern for their spiritual growth and physical welfare. 2 Thessalonians 3:15, James 5:13-16, 1 Timothy 5:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 5:11-24.

24. 
We have strength to love others through the word in which we see that we are under the much more love of God: We are in the beloved and the beloved is in us, we are always recipients of His love. Romans 8:37, John 13:1, 20:2, 21:7,20, 15:9, Ephesians 2:4, 5:2, 25, Revelation 1:5. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MATURITY – SIGNS OF MATURITY (ROMANS 15:1-15)

1. 
Helping others (v 1-3).  The mature believer should bear the infirmities of the weak (v 1; cf. Galatians 6:2).  Paul includes himself as a believer of mature strength.

a)  A mature believer is characterised by:

i) Knowing doctrine.

ii) Knowing promises.

iii) Spending a maximum amount of time by the filling of the Holy Spirit.

b)  A weak or immature believer may be:

i) A new believer.

ii) An ignorant believer who does not know the Word.

c)  A mature believer bears the infirmities of the weak believer by:

i) Giving information about the Word (doctrine, promises, procedures). This may be in private conversation.

ii) Giving advice based on the Word.

iii) Exercising grace; listening to and helping others with problems.

d)  The mature believer is not to "please himself" (v 1,2):

i) He is not to feed his ego or brag about helping others. It should never be done for self-glory or self-stimulation, but for God's glory.

ii) Christ as the supreme example (v 3):

He did not please Himself; but as a man He received more pressure than we will ever have. The Old Testament says, "the reproaches of Israel ('them') that reproached the Father ('Thee') fell on the Son ('Me') on the cross." Paul quotes a Messianic Psalm (Psalm 69:9). Christ was under maximum pressure when He bore our sins on the cross.

2.           Knowledge of the Word of God (v 4)

a)  The Old Testament ("things written aforetime") was the only scripture existing at the time Romans was written. The canon is now completed.

b)  The purpose of the Word:

i) Learning - doctrine God wants us to know.

ii) Patience - faith in the long distance race. Believing moment by moment.

iii) Comfort - in trials and difficulties of life.

iv) Hope - for the future. Believers know where they are going.

3. 
Attitudes (v 5-6)

Believers are to see others from the divine viewpoint and be "like-minded one toward another". Their one purpose in life, after salvation, is "with one mind and one mouth, glorify God" (v 6). This is only possible from the divine viewpoint.

i)   We are all saved by grace. Christ died for us when we were His enemies (Romans 5:8).

ii)  We all have the same spiritual privileges and responsibilities (except spiritual gifts).

iii)  Every believer has a sinful nature but have different ways of expressing it.

iv)  We all get spirituality the same way (filling of the Holy Spirit) and all grow the same way, by the Word.

v)  God loves each believer with the same amount of love, whether we are in or out of temporal fellowship.

4. 
Fellowship as the basis of grace (v 7)

a)  Believers are to receive one another as Christ received them.

b)  He received them in GRACE to the glory of God.

5. 
Ability to distinguish between Israel and the Church (v 8-12)

a)  Christ was a minister under the Law (v 8).

i) He was born, ministered, died, arose and ascended under the dispensation of the Law.

ii) Therefore all He said (except Matthew 16 and John 14-17) amplified the Mosaic Law, confirmed the four unconditional covenants to Israel and the future of Israel with Him as their King. Some principles He gave are re-stated in the Epistles as the Christian way of life.

b)  Before the Law was given (v 9) the Abrahamic and Palestinian covenants promised blessing to the Jews, that the Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy.

c)  Paul quotes (Psalm 18:49; Deuteronomy 32:43; Psalm 117; Isaiah 11:1-10). (Jesus Christ as the root of David and Jesse, is to reign over the Gentiles too.)

6. 
Faith that appropriates (v 13)

a) The God of hope is to fill the believer with joy and peace in the sphere of believing. Faith is the means.

b) Faith appropriates salvation, restoration to fellowship, filling of the Holy Spirit, doctrine, promises.

7. 
Knowing the operation of grace (v 14,15)

a)  A mature believer realises all he has is because of God's grace and he operates his life on the basis of grace.

b)  Grace is manifested in the believer in:

i)   Salvation (Ephesians 2:8,9)

ii)  Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

iii) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9)

iv) Releasing power (2 Timothy 2:1

v)  Growth and stability (2 Peter 3:18)

vi)  Restoration and fellowship (Hebrews 12:15; 1 John 1:9) 

vii) Producing works (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 9:9) 

viii) Christian way of life (2 Corinthians 1:12; Hebrews 12:28).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

1. 
Definition: Attitude or Mental attitude is the state of mind where the mind is set on a course of action on the basis of the whole function and thinking of the soul.

2. 
Every believer faces the inner conflict of divine versus human viewpoint. These two attitudes are at war in humanity in human history from the time of the fall. (Isaiah 55:7-9)

3. 
We are commanded to have divine viewpoint in our souls not the viewpoint of Satan (worldliness). 2 Corinthians 1:7, 10:5.  (Via Doctrine in the Soul) 

4. 
Attitude determines both the life and character of a person - what you think is what you are (Proverbs 23:7)

5. 
As Christians we are commanded to have our thinking in tune with the mind of Christ. Gods plan for our lives calls for a new attitude in our souls, a new viewpoint, without any human viewpoint or mental attitude sin. (1Corinthians 2:16, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 Romans 12:2, Philippians 2:5, 2 Timothy 1:7)

6. 
Fellowship within a church is based on believers all being in tune with what the Bible teaches. Philippians 2:2.

7. 
Knowledge of the Bible (the mind of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16) and control by the Holy Spirit renews the mind of the believer, giving divine viewpoint. (Romans 12:2)

8. 
The right mental attitude produces joy (Philippians 2:2), confidence (2 Corinthians 5:1,6,8), stability. (Isaiah 26:3-4, Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2), true giving (2 Corinthians 9:7), love (1 Corinthians 13:5)

9. 
Human viewpoint is called worldliness. (Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2)

10. 
Evil is what you think as you are following Satan’s policy. Matthew 9:4, Galatians 6:3. Mental attitude sins produce self induced misery. (Proverbs 15:13)

11. 
Without clear thinking there is conflict in the mind of the believer. Isaiah 55:6-9, James 1:7-8.

12. 
True stability of Character comes only this way. Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2.

13. 
Giving is a mental attitude. 2 Corinthians 9:7. Love is a mental attitude. 1 Corinthians 13: Deuteronomy 6:5,10:12.

14. 
Worldliness is a mental attitude: It is all non-grace thinking i.e. Anti Gods Plan, Colossians 3:2.

15. 
Confidence in service and living generally flows from having "Divine Viewpoint" which has other advantages such as 

[a]  Stability in life - James 1:8

[b]  Prosperity of soul - Philippians 4:7

[c]  Giving to the Lord - 2 Corinthians 9:7

[d]  Spiritual rather than worldly - Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2

[e]  Purity rather than evil - Matthew 9:4

[f]   No arrogance - Galatians 6:1-5.

[g]  Inner beauty - 1 Timothy 2:9,10,15.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – NOT OF THIS WORLD

1. 
The believer has a different position. (1 Corinthians 15:22). In Adam all die but in Christ shall all be made alive.

2. 
The believer has a different birth. (John 3:5-7, Titus 3:5). Natural generation versus regeneration. All are born into the world. Believers only are born again. This places one outside the framework of the devil's world.

3. 
The believer has a different service. The unbeliever serves his father the devil. (John 8:44) The believer serves Christ. (John 13:16, 15:20)

4. 
The believer has a different purpose. (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, Romans 15:6). The unbeliever in the world system is seeking some form of self gratification. Believer is under the form of God glorification.

5. 
The believer has a different power. (Galatians 5:16). The energy of the flesh versus the power of the Spirit. The satanic doctrine versus the power of the Word of God.

6. 
Different way of life. (Ephesians 4:22, 2:13). The world's way of life is religion and legalism. The Christian way of life is supernatural.

7. 
A difference in destiny. (John 3:36, 3:18). The World is headed for the lake of fire prepared for the devil and his angels. The believer is headed for heaven.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – OBEDIENCE

1.  
Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  
Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16). "Honour your father and your mother." (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  
Teaching your child obedience is an act of love. (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  
We have to obey those who are in authority over us. (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  
Those in authority have been put in that position by God. (Romans 13:1).

6.  
Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God. (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  
Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God. (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  
But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. 
The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  
If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy. (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – PRAYER

1. 
We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a)  Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b)  The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. 
Promises Involving Prayer

a)  Matthew 21:22.  We should ask believing.

b)  Matthew 18:19.  The power of corporate prayer.

c)  Psalm 116:1, 2.  God is always available to hear our prayer.

d)  Isaiah 65:24.  God will answer while we are yet praying.

e)  Matthew 7:7.  We are commanded to pray.

f)  John 14:13-14.  We can ask for anything in His name.

g)  Philippians 4:6. The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h)  1 Thessalonians 5:17.  We should pray without ceasing.

i)   Hebrews 4:16.  We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. 
Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a)  Confession of sins. (1 John 1:9)

b)  Thanksgiving. (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c)  Intercession for others. (Ephesians 6:18)

d)  Petitions for one's own needs. (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  
Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison. (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  
One Prayer that could not be Answered 

The prayer of our Lord on the Cross. (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  
To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a)  Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b)  In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c)  In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  
Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a)  Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b)  Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  
Four Possible Combinations

a)     Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A king to reign over Israel.

b)   Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c)      Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d)    Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  
Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a)  Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b)  Selfishness (James 4:3)

c)  Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d)  Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e)  Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f)   Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g)  Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h)  Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  
Intercessory Prayer

a)   This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b)  The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c)  The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d)  The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e)  Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f)   Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – PRIORITIES – CROSS - TAKING UP YOUR CROSS

1. Scripture – Matthew 10:38.  “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.”
2. 
What does it mean to take up the cross?

[a]  This is the first reference to the cross in Matthew.

[b]  This does not refer to the cross of Christ but to the Roman custom of crucifixion. The Romans crucified many thousands of Jews during their occupation of Judea.

[c]  It was common practice for the person who was being crucified to carry his cross to the point of execution. The condemned person carrying his cross was seen to be in disgrace and viewed with contempt and rejected by bystanders.

[d] Carrying the cross therefore means placing Christ and His Word which is the mind of Christ [1 Corinthians 2:16] ahead of everything even though this means contempt and derision from those around you.

3. 
By going to the Cross Jesus Christ had his relationship with his family severed.

[a]  By giving his mother Mary into the care of the Apostle John

[b]  He was also separated from His Father during the period of judgement of the sins of the world on the Cross

4. 
See Christian Life:  Priorities – Hate your Father and Mother [below] for Matthew 10:37 – a parallel illustration

CHRISTIAN LIFE – PRIORITIES – HATE YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER

SCRIPTURES 

Luke 14:26.  "If any man come to me and hate not his father, and mother and wife and children, and brethren and sisters yea and his own life, he cannot be my disciple."

Matthew 10:37.  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

2.    Apparent problem in Luke  - In order to be a disciple of Jesus Christ a person has to hate others.

3.    Evaluation

a)    The main problem in this verse is the verb hate.

b)   "hate" - MISEO - in the Greek this word has a comparative connotation and can be translated "to love less" to "abandon " , "to hold in less esteem".

c)    When viewed in this light the person being a disciple of Christ has to hold his family and even his own life in less esteem than Jesus Christ, Christ has to be first.

4.    Conclusion

In the Christian life for a person to be a disciple of Christ, the Lord Jesus must have pre-eminence in that person's life. (Colossians 1:18)  With sin in one's life self becomes more important than Jesus Christ and therefore while one is out of fellowship technically the carnal believer is not a disciple.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

1. 
Definition.

All believers of the Church Age belong to a unique system of royalty.  Revelation 1:6. This royalty is based on spiritual principles of Bible doctrine. While regeneration has occurred in every generation since the beginning of time, it is only the believers of the Church Age who form this eternal nobility.

2. 
Basis of royalty in the Church Age.

a.)  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis of royalty.  Acts 1:5; Romans 6:3,4 

b.)  No believer before or after the Church Age receives at salvation the baptism of the Holy Spirit; it is peculiar to this Age of history. Colossians 1:25,26

c.)  In every dispensation, the believer is regenerated by the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age the Holy Spirit also baptises the believer into the Body of Christ. I Corinthians 12:13

3. 
Precedent for Royalty.

a.)   The order or battalion of Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent. Hebrews  5:6,10

b.)   However, Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem, while Jesus Christ was born Royalty in the line of David. Matthew 1

c.)   Through the baptism of the Spirit, every believer is entered into union with Christ; hence, believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Colossians 1:18

d.)   As a member of the Body of Christ, every believer of the Church Age is eternally and personally related to the King of kings. Galatians 3:26-29

e.)  When the Body of Christ is completed, the Church Age terminates with the resurrection or the Rapture, at which time the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.  Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 4:16-18

f.)   During the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared for, "Operation Footstool", the second phase of Christ's strategic victory, when all enemies are put under His feet.  Heb 1:13

4. 
Sign of Royalty.

a.)   The sign of royalty is the unprecedented universal indwelling, of the Holy Spirit. I Corinthians 6:19-20

b.)   The purpose of this indwelling is to glorify Jesus Christ. John 7:37-39

5. 
Security of Royalty.

a.)   The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees the eternal security of the believer. Ephesians 1:13,14

b.)   Positional sanctification places every believer in the "palace" (heaven) forever.  Ephesians  1:3,4,11

6. 
Function of Royalty

a.)   The believer must advance toward the objective of spiritual maturity, at which time he receives the  accoutrements of royalty as well as the tactical victory of the angelic conflict. 

b.)   The believer fulfils the status of royalty in the modus operandi of the new priesthood. Hebrews 7-13

7. 
Future of Royalty.

As members of the Body of Christ and the Royal Priesthood (I Peter 2:9), all Church Age believers will return with Christ at the Second Advent to participate in the strategic victory of the overthrow of Satan and the Millennial reign of Christ.  I Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 5:10

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE

1. 
Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. 
Willingness to obey/follow is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. 
Service in the big things (like miracles) requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. 
Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude. (Matthew 6:33)

5. 
Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord". (Colossians 3:17)

6. 
Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men. (Romans 14:18)

7. 
Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. 
The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. 
Qualities of our service:-

a)   It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b)   It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c)   It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d)   It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e)   It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f)    Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g)   In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h)   Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i)    Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is:-

a)   Following Christ (John 12:26)

b)   For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c)   Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. 
It requires:-

a)  Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b)  Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c)  Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. 
Benefits of Service:-

a)  It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b)  It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c)  It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d)  It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e)  It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f)   It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g)  It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h)  It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i)   It is Christ like. (John 13:12-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – STABILITY

1.  
God is able to keep us and bless us. (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. 
Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability. (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. 
The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. 
Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a)  Stand fast in the word. 1Corinthians 16:13.

b)  Stand fast in our liberty. Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c)  Stand fast in one spirit. (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d)  Stand fast in the Lord. (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e)  Stand fast in doctrine. 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. 
Strength and stability comes in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  
God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. 
Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident. 1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33.

8. 
God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives. Romans 14:4, Jude 24. 

9. 
Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it. e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. 
Profile of the stable believer under pressure. 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUBMISSION

1. 
This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9, 1 Peter 5:6, Hebrews 13:17.

2. 
We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2.  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. 
We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. 
Within the church, believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6, 1 Peter 5:5.

5. 
A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. 
Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. 
All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1, 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20, 5:40-42.

8. 
Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10, 1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. 
Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING

1. 
Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. 
God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a)   To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b)   To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. 
There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. 
Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. 
Suffering can be caused by:

a)  Discipline for your own sins

b)  The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c)  Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d)  The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. 
Premise of Suffering:

a)  All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b)  Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c)  Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. 
Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a)  To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b)  To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c)  To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d)  To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e)  To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f)  To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g)  To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h)  To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i)   To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j)   To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k)  From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. 
Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.   NOTE – this means that miracles cannot be demanded to cure all diseases, for things come into our lives at times for purposes that may be as baffling as Job’s, and we may not be cured, but in sickness and in death serve the Lord.
The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

5.
ELISHA – A CASE STUDY OF MIRACULOUS MINISTRY

ELISHA – MIRACLES

1. 
SCRIPTURE    1 Kings 19- 2 Kings 2:9;13.

2. 
BIOGRAPHY

Elisha, whose name means "God of salvation", was a native of Abel-meholah in the Jordan valley (1 Kings 19:16). His father was Shaphat. When he was called he was ploughing with 12 oxen (1 Kings 19:19), portraying that his family was comfortably off. Elijah placed his mantle on Elisha to call him. He killed two of the oxen and they feasted before Elisha left with Elijah 11 Kings 19:21). His ministry covered a period of over 50 years from 896 - 839 BC, being spent primarily in the northern kingdom of Samaria during the reigns of King Ahab to King Jehoash. The period of Elisha's ministry did not occur in the same tension filled environment of his predecessor with less conflict between the worship of Jehovah and Baal. He, however, displayed signs and wonders and in the tradition of Samuel attracted peasants and kings alike. Because of his special gifts he was in great demand. Elijah and Elisha have been compared with Moses and Joshua. The miracle working of Elisha, however, can be analogised to the ministry of Jesus after the life of Elijah (cf. John the Baptist, John 1:15-21). Elisha died at the age of 85 to 90.

3. EVALUATION

Elisha, having received the mantle of his predecessor who had entered into heaven in a fiery chariot (2 Kings 2:11), proceeded to perform twice the number of miracles of Elijah.

a)   The parting of the Jordan (2 Kings 2:13,14), which occurred immediately after the translation of Elijah.

b)   Jericho's water supply (2 Kings 2:19-22) was purified by Elisha throwing in a bowl of salt. Elisha's fountain is still an important source of water for Jericho.

c)   The cursing of the children (2 Kings 2:23,24) due to their mocking of him. The children were killed by she bears.

d)   The defeat of Moab (2 Kings 3:1-27) was predicted correctly by Elisha.

e)   The widow's oil (2 Kings 4:1-7), where Elisha assisted a poor widow's financial needs by the provision of copious oil. This saved the enslavement of her children.

f)   The Shunamite's son (2 Kings 4:8-37), where Elisha performed the miracle of raising the child from the dead.

g)   The poison pot (2 Kings 4:38-41), which by the adding of meal to a pot containing poisonous plants the food was made edible.

h)   The twenty loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44), which were multiplied and fed a hundred men.

i)    The healing of Naaman (2 Kings 5).

j)    The floating axe head (2 Kings 6:1-7).

k)   The protection of Elisha at Dothan by the chariots of fire (2 Kings 6:11-23).

l)    The foretelling of much food in a famine in Samaria (2 Kings 6:24 - 7:20).

m) The raising of the dead man (2 Kings 13:21) who had been thrown into the grave of Elisha and had touched the bones of the prophet.

n)  Many illustrations regarding Jesus occur in the Old Testament. Here we have many miracles which were performed by Elisha with similar miracles performed by our Lord.

i)    Walking on water 
Parting of the Jordan

ii)   Water into wine 
Sour water into sweet

iii)  Cursing of the fig tree 
Cursing of the children

iv)  Raising of Lazarus 
Shunamite's son

v)   Feeding of the 5,000 
Feeding of the 100

vi)   Healing the leper 
Healing of Naaman

vii)   Angels minister to Christ 
The chariots of fire.

4. 
PRINCIPLES

a)   The Lord can protect believers in miraculous ways. (Acts 12:5-1 1).

b)   God makes provision for His servants to be able to work for Him effectively. (John 16:23,24).

c)   If God is placed first in all you do you will have spiritual success. (Joshua 1:8).

d)   Even after death your work can be effective in making alive the spiritually dead. (Revelation 14:13.

6.
THE POWER BEHIND GODLY MIRACLES – THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. 
TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) 
RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) 
CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgement - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) 
REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. 
TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a)   Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b)   Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c)  Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d)  Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e)  Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. 
TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a)  The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b)  The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c)  Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d)  Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION

This contrasts the different ways in which the Holy Spirit works in different circumstances and location. The locations under examination are Antioch and lconium.  It clearly shows that the outworking of the Holy Spirit varies from place to place. (Acts 15:22-35) (Antioch), (Acts 14.1-7) (Iconium),
1.  
In Antioch there was preaching only.  At Iconium there was preaching and miracles.

2.  
Believers cannot base a system of procedures on one successful operation.

3.  
Because the Holy Spirit permitted miracles in Iconium it does not follow that there will be miracles everywhere.

4. 
The same success was obtained at Antioch by the preaching and teaching of the word without miracles.

5. 
The ministry of the believer must be related to the Holy Spirit.  Such a ministry may be communicated by doctrine or verbally and may or may not contain accompanying supernatural phenomena.

6. 
The believer cannot compel the Holy Spirit to a type of procedure as at Iconium such as the tongues and healing that was used in the ancient world.  Because God permitted these things in the past it does not follow that they will be used in the present.

7. 
The demand for healing miracles and tongues is tantamount to dictating to God and this places the believer in opposition to the plan of God.

8. 
Miracles were always used to focus attention on the message from the word and were never used as a sign of spirituality and power:

(i) The message and not the miracles was always the important factor.

(ii) Emphasising miracles we either detract from the message or have no message at all.  The Holy Spirit always emphasises the message.

(iii) Today emphasis on miracles, tongues and healing obscures the issue of God's Word.

IDOLATRY

1. 
Idolatry is forbidden (Exodus 20:3,4,23; 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19).

2. 
In the Ten Commandments, the first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry.

3. 
Idolatry is spiritual adultery, an attack on the believer's love towards God (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; 23:24-30; Revelation 17:1-5).

4. 
Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. Mental idolatry occurs before overt idolatry (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7).

5. 
Idolatry occurs when the creation, rather than the Creator, is worshipped (Romans 1:18-25).

6. 
Demons function through idols and practices of idolatry (Zechariah 10:2).

7. 
Idolatry is the devil's communion table (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

8. Idolatry is related to sexual sins under the phallic cult (Ezekiel 22:3-18; 23:37-49). Consequently idolatry has an adverse effect on both soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:9).

9. Idolatry causes the national judgement of destruction and enslavement (Isaiah 2:8; 2:18-20; 21:9; 36:18-20; Jeremiah 2:27:30; 3:6-11; 7:17-20; 17:1-4; Ezekiel 6:4-6).

7.
MIRACLES – THEIR PURPOSE, AND THEIR USE BY THE LORD AND THE APOSTLES

MIRACLES – PURPOSE

1. 
Miracles occurred in clusters mainly in three specific periods of history. Of all the miracles recorded in the Scriptures all but twelve fall into the following three periods.

a)  The Law and Prophets Group:- prepares for the coming of the Lord

i) At the Exodus through to the giving of the Law, miracles were performed by Moses, Aaron and later by Joshua. 

ii) At the period when the great prophets Elijah and Elisha were teaching many miracles were performed.

b)  The Lord and Apostles Group:- bears witness to His first coming

i) The miracles of the Lord. 

ii) The miracles performed by the apostles.

c)  The Future Miracle Group:- attest to His second coming

i) Beginning with the activities of the two witnesses of the Great Tribulation. 

ii) The universal outburst of miracle activity at the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom, when the Lord rules over a restored earth.

2. 
Their purpose includes the following:-

a)  To glorify the nature of God (John 2:11, 11:40)

b)  To accredit certain men as spokesmen for God (Hebrews 2:3-4, Luke 7:18-23)

c)  To provide evidence for belief in Jesus as Messiah (John 6:2,14, 10:37-38, 20:30-31, 1 Corinthians 15:13-20)

d)  To demonstrate the Lord's superiority over the forces of evil (Matthew 9:27-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 4:31-37)

e)  To demonstrate the uniqueness of the Lord Jesus Christ, God with us (John 1:14).

3.  
Miracles demonstrate the attributes of God.

a)  The Sovereignty of God was illustrated in:- 

i)   The Lord's creative work of turning water into wine at Cana. (John 2:1-11)

ii)   His power when stilling the storm on Galilee. (Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 8:18)

iii)  The feeding of the 5000 and the 4000. (Mark 6:33-44; 8:1-9)

iv)  Walking on the water at Galilee. (Mark 6:47-52)

v)   His arrest in Gethsemane. (John 18:6)

b)  The Righteousness of God was illustrated in:- 

The Lord's transfiguration before the disciples on the mountain, when they saw the Holiness of God in the Lord displayed. (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36)

c)  The Justice of God was illustrated in:- 

The cursing of the fig tree during the last week before the cross as a sign of His coming judgement upon unresponsive Israel. (Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-26)

d)  The Love of God was illustrated in:- 

All the healing ministries as the Lord's compassion flowed into action, even to the exhaustion of His humanity. While thirty-six specific miracles of the Lord are recorded, many thousands of healing miracles are passed over in a few isolated verses. (E.g. Matthew 9:35-36, 14:14, 15:30-31, 8:16-17 etc.)

e)  The Eternal Life of God was illustrated in:- 

The great miracle of the resurrection of Christ.

f)   The Omniscience of God was illustrated in:- 

i)   His knowledge of where unseen shoals of fish were. (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 21:1-14)

ii)   Where the fish was with just enough money in its mouth to pay the required tax. (Matthew 17:24-27)

iii) The knowledge about Nathaniel and the woman at the well at Sychar also shows his omniscience (John 1:45-51; 4:5-43).

g)  The Omnipresence of God was illustrated in:- 

His ability to appear in various places many kilometres apart demonstrating the truth of His promise to be with believers always. (Matthew 28:20)

h)  The Omnipotence of God was illustrated in:- 

The raising of people such as Lazarus from the dead.

i)  The Immutability of God was illustrated in:- 

The repetition of the miracle of the draught of fishes both before and after the resurrection showing that His character and power were unchanged.

j)  The Veracity of God was illustrated in:- 

The healing of the Centurion's servant and the Nobleman's son. The Lord said they were healed, and at that moment, many kilometres away, they were. (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10, John 4:46-54)

k)  The Grace of God was illustrated in:- 

The healing of Malchus' ear in the garden on the night of the Lord's arrest (Luke 22:50). It was a testimony to His Grace that as he faced the horror of the cross, our Lord could still stoop and heal one of His captors. It is significant that the last recorded miracle performed by the Lord before the cross benefited an enemy, one who had come to arrest him.

MIRACLES OF CHRIST – CATEGORIES

1. 
Healing Miracles of Command 

a)   Healing the sick from afar:- 

i)   Nobleman's son at Cana. (John 4:46-54)

ii)  Centurion's servant. (Matthew 8:5-13)

b)  Healing the sick in person:- 

i)    Man with the withered arm. (Matthew 12:9-13)

ii)   Man by the pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

iii)  The ten lepers. (Luke 17:11-19)

iv)  Two blind men between the two Jerichos. (Luke 18:35-43)

2. 
Healing Miracles of Touch 

a)   Simple Touch:- 

i)   Peter's mother in law. (Matthew 8:14-15)

ii)   A leper. (Matthew 8:2-4)

iii)  Woman with a haemorrhage. (Matthew 9:20-22)

iv)  Two blind men. (Matthew 20:30-34)

v)   Crippled woman. (Luke 13:10-13)

vi)   Dropsy case. (Luke 14:1-6)

vii)  Malchus' ear. (Luke 22:49-51)

b)   Other Activity in the Touching:- 

i)    Blind man at Bethsaida. (Mark 8:22-26)

ii)   Man born blind. (John 9:1-41)

iii)  Deaf and dumb man. (Matthew 15:29-31)

3. 
Resuscitation Miracles 

a)   By Command:- 

i)  Lazarus. (John 11:1-46)

b)   Touch and Command:- 

i)   Widow of Nain's son. (Luke 7:11-17)

ii)  Jairus' daughter. (Mark 5:21-43)

4. 
Miracles where Faith was an Issue 

a)   Command:- 

i)   Nobleman's son at Cana. (John 4:46-54)

ii)  Centurion's servant. (Luke 7:1-10)

iii) Ten lepers. (Luke 17:11-19)

iv) Paralysed man. (Mark 2:1-12)

v)  Man at pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

vi) Withered arm. (Matthew 12:9-13)

b)   Touch:- 

i)    Two blind men. (Matthew 9:27-31)

ii)   A leper. (Mark 1:40-45)

iii)  Woman with a haemorrhage. (Luke 8:43-48)

5. 
Miracles where Sin was an Issue. 

i)   Paralysed man. (Mark 2:1-12)

ii)  Man by pool of Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

6. 
Miracles associated with Parables or Teaching. 

i)    Withered arm and lost sheep. (Matthew 12:9-13)

ii)   Man born blind and the good shepherd. (John 9, John 10:1-16)

iii)  Casting out of the demon from the dumb man. (Luke 11:14)

iv)  Unclean spirit who returns. (Luke 11:14 cf. Luke 11:21-28)

v)   Cursing of the fig tree and the teaching on faith. (Mark 11:20-26)

7. 
Miracles associated with the Sabbath Controversy. 

i)    Healing of the man at Bethesda. (John 5:1-15)

ii)   Healing of the man with a withered arm. (Mark 3:1-6)

iii)  Crippled woman healed. (Luke 13:10-21)

iv)  Case of dropsy healed. (Luke 14:1-6)

MIRACLES OF CHRIST:  CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER

MIRACLE



MATTHEW
MARK

LUKE
        JOHN

Water made wine - at Cana







2:1-11

Healing the Nobleman's Son







4:46-54

The Drought of Fishes






5:1-11

The Man with an unclean spirit



1:23-6

4:33-5

Healing Simon's Mother-in-law

8:14-15

1:30-1

4:38-9

Healing the leper



8:2-4

1:40-5

Healing the Paralytic


9:2-7

2:1-12

5:17-26

The Impotent Man








5:1-15

The Withered Hand


12:9-14

3:1-6

6:6-11

The Centurion's Servant


8:5-13



7:1-10

The Widow's Son at Nain






7:11-17

The Man Dumb and Blind


12:22

Stilling the Storm



8:23-7

4:35-41

8:22-5

The Gadarenes Demoniac


8:28-34

5:1-20

8:26-39

The Daughter of Jairus


9:18-26

5:21-43

8:40-56

The Afflicted Woman


9:20-22

5:25-34

8:43-48

Two Blind Men, Dumb Demoniac

9:27-34

Feeding of the Five Thousand

14:13-21

6:30-44

9:10-17

6:1-15

Syrophoenician Woman's Daughter

15:21-28

7:24-30

Deaf and Dumb Man


15:29-31

7:31-7

Feeding of the Four Thousand

15:32-8

8:1-9

The Blind Man near Bethsaida



8:22-6

The Demoniac Boy


17:14-20

9:14-29

9:37-43

The Temple tax tribute money

17:24-7

The Man born Blind








9:1-41

The Dumb Demoniac






11:14

The Crippled Woman






13:10-17

The Man having Dropsy






14:1-6

The Raising of Lazarus








11:1-46

The Ten Lepers







17:11-19

The Blind Man near Jericho

20:29-34

10:46-52

18:35-43

The Withered Fig tree


21:20-22

11:20-25

Healing the ear of Malchus






22:49-51

The Draught of Fishes








21:6-11

MIRACLES OF THE APOSTLES

MIRACLES




WHERE 

       RECORDED IN

Peter heals a lame man



Jerusalem



Acts 3:1-11

Ananias and Sapphira



Jerusalem



Acts 5:1-10

Apostles perform many wonders


Jerusalem



Acts 5:12-16

Peter and John communicate the Holy Spirit

Samaria




Acts 8:14-17

Peter heals Aeneas of a palsy


Lydda




Acts 9:33, 34

Peter raises Tabitha, or Dorcas to life.

Joppa




Acts 9:36-41

Peter delivered out of prison by an angel.

Jerusalem



Acts 12:7-17

God smites Herod, so that he dies.


Jerusalem



Acts 12:21-23

Elymas, the sorcerer, smitten with blindness
 
Paphos




Acts 13:6-11

Paul converted




Road to Damascus


Acts 9:1-9

Paul heals a cripple



Lystra




Acts 14:8-10

Paul casts out a spirit of divination


Philippi




Acts 16-16-18

Paul and Silas's prison doors open by an earthquake 
Philippi




Acts 16:25, 26

Paul communicates the Holy Spirit


Corinth




Acts 19:1-6

Paul heals multitudes



Corinth




Acts 19:11, 12

Paul restores Eutychus to life.


Troas




Acts 20:9-12

Paul shakes off a viper



Melita




Acts 28:3-6

Paul heals the father of Publius and others.

Melita




Acts 28:7-9

MIRACLES – HEALING AND MIRACLES

1. 
The healing ministry of Jesus was not primarily to relieve suffering but to show Himself to the Jews as the Messiah.

2. 
Jesus Christ's major thrust in his ministry was healing from sin rather than physical healing, as healing from sin has eternal results whilst physical healing has temporal results only.

3. 
Examples of healing by Jesus Christ

a) 
The Leper (Matthew 8:1 -4)

The Jew was suffering from an incurable disease - leprosy. It was totally hopeless to expect a cure under normal conditions at that time in history. The cured leper was told to go to the priests, the Levitical priest of those days who had been given by God two chapters in the Old Testament for such cases. Uncleanliness (Leviticus 13), Cleanliness (Leviticus 14). It was unknown to use (Leviticus 14), its use with the cure of the leper should have alerted the Levitical priests that the Messiah was on earth.

b) 
Centurion's Servant (Matthew 8:5-13)

The Centurion was a Gentile believer who had great faith, showing he was a mature believer. His servant was suffering from the palsy (paralysis or polio). The Centurion showed great faith by knowing that he did not need Jesus Christ to enter his house to heal his servant. Using the Centurion's faith, Jesus Christ challenges the Jewish onlookers to trust him also.

c) 
Paralytic Healed (Matthew 9:1-8)

A Jewish believer who lacked assurance of his sins forgiven. His friends, the stretcher bearers, who brought him to Jesus had great faith in the Lord. Jesus cured him to give the paralytic confidence in his sins being forgiven.

d) 
Peter's Mother-in-Law (Matthew 8:14-17)

Jesus cured her so that she could serve the Lord and help sustain Him.

4. 
There are many examples and means used by God for healing.

a)   By direct contact. (Matthew 8:3,15; Mark 6:5)-

b)   In response to the faith of friends. (Mark 2:5)

c)   In response to prayer. (James 5:15,16)

d)  Through doctors. (Colossians 4:14) and medicines - Figs for boils (2 Kings 20:7), Wine for ulcers (1 Timothy 5:23)

5. 
God did not heal many great saints who had diseases or problems.

a)   Elisha (2 Kings 13:14)

b)   Paul (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

c)   Epaphroditus (Philippians 2-26,27)

d)  Timothy (1 Timothy 5:23)

e)   Principle of the sick saint (2 Corinthians 12:9)

6. 
Sickness is permitted for a number of reasons.

a)   To bring us back to God's Word. (Psalm 119:6 7)

b)   To make God's Word manifest. (John 9:1-3)

c)   To glorify Jesus Christ. (John 11:4)

d)   So that we can comfort others. (2 Corinthians 1:4)

e)   To prepare us for future glory. (2 Corinthians 4:17)

f)    To return us to fellowship. (Hebrews 12:5-10)

g)   To make, us more fruitful. (John 15:2; Hebrews 12:1)

7. 
Miraculous healing does occur from time to time. God is able to heal anyone at any time but the Bible shows that it is not normally His purpose to do so. Satan can counterfeit divine healing through divine healers.

8. 
THE LAST DAYS – EXPECTATION FOR THIS PRESENT TIME
POWER

1. 
Five Greek words for power.

a)   Dunamis - from which we get dynamite - inherent power.

b)   Energes - from which we get energy - operational power.

c)   Kratos - part of our word autocratic - ruling power.

d)   lscuous - endowed power.

e)   Exhusios - authoritative power or authority.

2. 
God's power is available to all believers.

a)   God the Father's power. (1 Peter 1:5)

b)   God the Son's power (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c)   God the Holy Spirit's power. (Acts 1:8)

d)   The power of the Word. (Hebrews 4:12)

e)   Kingdom of God power. (1 Corinthians 4:20)

LAST DAYS – CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAST DAYS

Just as world conditions just before the flood indicated judgement was overdue so conditions now show that we are at the end of the last days.

1.   Preoccupation with physical appetites - Luke 17:27

2.   Rapid advances in technology - Genesis 4:22

3.   Grossly materialistic attitudes and interests - Luke 17:28

4.   Uniformitarian attitudes and interests - Hebrews 11:7

5.   Inordinate devotion to pleasure and comfort - Genesis 4:21

6.   No concern for God in either belief or conduct - 2 Peter 2:5, Jude 15

7.   Disregard for the sacredness of the marriage relation. - Matthew 24:38

8.   Rejection of the inspired Word of God - 1 Peter 3:19

9.   Population explosion - Genesis 6:1,11

10. Widespread violence - Genesis 6:11, 13

11. Corruption throughout society - Genesis 6:12

12. Preoccupation with illicit sexual activity - Genesis 4:19; 6:2

13. Widespread words and thoughts of blasphemy - Jude 15

14. Organised Satanic activity - Genesis 6:1-4

15. Promotion of systems and movements of abnormal depravity - Genesis 6:5, 12

LAST DAYS – DENIALS THAT CHARACTERISE THE END TIME CHURCH

1. Denial of God. (Luke 17:26; 2 Timothy. 3:4-5)

2. Denial of Christ. (1 John. 2:18, 4:3; 2 Peter. 2:1)

3. Denial of Christ's return. (2 Peter 3:3-4)

4. Denial of the Faith. (1 Timothy. 4:1-2; Jude 3)

5. Denial of Sound Doctrine. (2 Timothy. 4:3-4)

6. Denial of Separated Life (Practical Sanctification. 2 Timothy 3:1-7)

7. Denial of Christian Liberty. (1 Timothy 4:3-4)

8. Denial of Spirituality. (2 Timothy 3:1-8; Jude 18)

9. Denial of Authority. (2 Timothy 3:4)

RELIGION

1. 
Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgement, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. 
Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. 
Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel and distracted by anything that keeps them from a saving knowledge of Jesus – that includes dramatic miracles. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

4. 
Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. 
Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

We are called to be obedient to the Lord in all things, and that means we are to seek the Lord’s path for each and every day of our short lives.  If the Lord desires and calls for a miracle as a part of His Plan for you or me this day, then we are to embrace it and keep our focus upon the Lord, worshipping his glory.  We are not to be distracted by miracles, but always be ready for them, to bring glory to the Lord.  

You are to be focused upon the Lord Jesus Christ alone and His Will for your life.  Keep your eyes on HIM alone and you will minister, as and when, and how HE desires.  Miracles may come, but they will not disable, distract or distort our thinking or witness if our eyes are upon Jesus, not just his works.
Let us praise Him in all things, for the greatest miracle is the Cross and Empty Tomb and the power released after Pentecost to transform sin soaked and dominated lives.  Let us praise Him for our salvation and seek the salvation of the lost we meet to the glory of the Lord who saved us.
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