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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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THE NIGHT HEAVEN VISITED PLANET EARTH

Luke 2:1-20:-

1.  “And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

2.  This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 

3.  So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

4.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,

5.  to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 

6.  So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 

7.  And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8.  Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9.  And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 

10.  Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 

11.  "For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

12.  "And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.'' 

13.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

14.  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!'' 

15.  So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.'' 

16.  And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

17.  Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 

18.  And all those who heard it marvelled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 

19.  But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

20.  Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.”

You know, there are thousands of UFO sightings throughout the world each year.  We hear some bizarre stories about people being abducted by UFOs, and about extraterrestrial visitors from outer space.  Now don’t get me wrong, I am not expressing a belief in "little green men" OR, in the existence of people from another planet. 

The irony is that every true born again Christian in the world today is actually an extraterrestrial being as far as God is concerned.  You see, ALL Christians are said to be Ambassadors of the Kingdom of Heaven and of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All Christians have their citizenship in Heaven and very soon now they will be embarking on the greatest space journey known to man.

They will be escorted by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself to their Heavenly home beyond the stars.!!  But not in these fragile earth suits that we call our human bodies.  All Christians will be in resurrected, indestructible bodies perfectly equipped for such space travel.

Now, some believe that earth has already been visited by another world, and do you know what?  They’re right.!!  You need to know that it has already happened.!!

Our text tells us about a night 2,000 years ago when Heaven literally visited earth.!!  I want to take us back to that night and while we are there, I would like to share some of the supernatural events that took place the night Heaven visited Earth.

In verses 1-5 we see that it was a time of Providential intervention.  The word providence means literally:- “to see beforehand."  It refers in part to the foreseeing protection and care given by God toward His children.

It teaches that God sees the end or the purpose for what happens to us in life.  He sees (and ordained) the final goal.  So God is actively involved in moving creation toward that goal. 

R.C. Sproul states it like this:-

"The central point of the doctrine of providence is the stress on God's government of the universe. 

He rules His creation with absolute sovereignty and authority. 

He governs everything that comes to pass, from the greatest to the least. 

Nothing ever happens beyond the scope of His sovereign providential government. 

He makes the rain to fall and the sun to shine. 

He raises up kingdoms and brings them down. 

He numbers the hairs on our head and the days of our life." 

In the life of a believer there are NO accidents.!!  There is no such thing as random chance or luck in a believer’s life.!!. The doctrine of providence expresses the fact that the world and our lives are not ruled by chance, fate, or luck, - These things are ruled by God.  

Providence has to do with the foresight of God making preparation for each of us.  Were it not for His providence, we would have no air, no water, no life, and no universe. 

It is almost universally admitted that God determines when, where, and under what circumstances, each individual of our race shall be born, live, and die, - whether it shall be male or female, - white or black, - wise or foolish.  These matters are all governed by God’s Providence.

However, we also need to note that God never violates any of His creature's volition in bringing His purpose to its full  manifestation, and its final END.  God never achieves His ultimate end by superimposing His will over that of His creatures.

Neither is God a mere spectator of this incredible universe He has made; He is everywhere present and active, the all-sustaining and all-governing power of ALL that is. 

Let’s now see the Providential, supernatural events that took place the night Heaven visited Earth.  Many centuries before the birth of Christ, the prophet Micah had prophesied in Micah 5:2 that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. 

God moved in the heart of a pagan emperor named Caesar Augustus, who lived in Rome some 2,300 Kms away, to impose a tax at the precise time that Mary needed to be in Bethlehem.  The government ordered each family to return to its place of origin for a census to facilitate taxation.

Had this taxing not taken place, Joseph would have had no reason to take his family there………; 

But, because Joseph's family was from Bethlehem, he was required to return there to be taxed. 

It is easy to see how God intervened in the affairs of men to place Mary exactly where He needed her, and when He needed her to be there.

God had written over 700 years earlier that Jesus had to be born in the city of David, which is called Bethlehem.  And nothing was going to prevent that happening exactly the way that God had decreed it.!!

The trip from Nazareth, where Mary and Joseph made their home, to Bethlehem was an arduous 128 Km trip, that was made especially difficult by the fact of Mary's advanced pregnancy. 

Notwithstanding this, Joseph took his wife with him because she was about ready to give birth.  He wanted to be by her side at this very important time.

He could have left her in Nazareth, but because of the strange circumstances surrounding her pregnancy, who would have helped her when the time came for her to give birth?  Surely, by now, Mary needed a break from all the wagging tongues in their hometown.

God had worked everything out to place  Joseph,  Mary and Jesus in Bethlehem at precisely the correct time for the Holy Child's birth. 

This is proven by the words of Galatians 4:4-5:-

4.  “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

5.  to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”

The expression "fullness of the time " refers to that time when the world was providentially ready for the birth of the Saviour.

Historians tell us that the Roman world was in great expectation, waiting for a Deliverer, at the time when Jesus was born. 

The old religions were dying and the old philosophies were empty and powerless to change men’s lives. 

Strange NEW mystery religions were invading the empire…………..;

Religious bankruptcy and spiritual hunger were everywhere…....

God was preparing the world for the arrival of His Son.!!.

Never be guilty of discounting or underestimating the power of God.!!  He can and will move any obstacle to see that His perfect will is done in the world. 

We serve a God who is all-powerful and who is able to do anything that needs to be done in order to fulfil His will. – (Job 42:2; Luke 1:37; Matthew 28:18.)

God's timing for the birth of Christ was perfect.  Christ’s birth at Bethlehem was not an accident; it was an appointment.!!  Jesus did come in “the fullness of the time.”  And, it is worth noting, that He will come again when the time is ready.!!

In verse 4 of Galatians 4, we have in a few words, a marvelous statement as to the Deity and humanity of our Saviour.

He IS the eternal Son of God, YET, we read that He “was born of a woman.”
The ancient promise in Genesis 3:15 said that the Redeemer would be of “the woman’s seed”  - and Jesus fulfilled that promise. 

Isaiah also speaks of this matter in Isaiah 7:14:-

Isaiah 7:14:-

"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel."   ("God with us")

Galatians 4:4 makes the unusual statement  that Jesus Christ was "born of a woman."
IF Jesus Christ had ONLY been a mere Man, it would surely have been highly unusual and unnecessary to say that He was born of a woman.!!  How else could a mere man be born.??  But the expression, in our Lord’s case, testifies to His unique Person, as well as the unique mode of His birth.!!

As GOD, Jesus said in John 16:28 that He had "come forth" from the Father; but as Man, He was “born of a woman.” 

Born into the world as an Israelite, He was therefore as verse 4 tells us, “born under the law.”
As the Eternal Son of God, the Lord Jesus would never have been under the law….;  HE was the One who gave it.!!

But, in condescending grace, He put Himself under the law that He had made,  in order that He might magnify it in His LIFE, and personally bear its curse in His DEATH.

The LAW demanded a price from those who failed to keep it – the price of DEATH.

And NO man was able to keep the whole law.  Therefore, ALL men were under the CURSE of the law.

So, here’s the dilemma………..;

Before God could bring men into the wonderful position of sonship, this price of death had to be paid.!!

So, the Lord Jesus, coming into the world as a member of the human race and of the Jewish nation, paid in full the price which the LAW demanded.   Death.!!

Because He IS God, His death was infinite in value, and was more than sufficient to pay for any imaginable number of sinners.!!

Because He became Man, He could die as the Perfect Substitute for man.!!

His death, and His death alone, could satisfy the demands of God's perfect righteousness and justice.

The most mind-boggling and profound exchange in the entire universe was being made ready to take place.

CHRIST, by nature Son of God, became Son of man, - That WE, by nature sons of man, might become sons of God.!!

In verses 6-7 we see the miracle of the Incarnation.

Of course, anytime a baby is born a miracle takes place, doesn’t it?  That God could produce life out of these bodies is simply amazing.  Those of us who have witnessed the birth of a child will never forget that moment.

However, THIS birth was different.!!  That helpless little baby that Mary held to her breast was none other than the awesome Creator and Sustainer of everything.!! 

That night in Bethlehem, God became a Man.!! -  A perfect human being.!!

John 1:14:- 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

The One Who needs nothing made Himself dependent on mortal beings that He had created, to provide Him with food, shelter, and all the basic necessities of life.!!  

This is an event that is almost beyond our human comprehension.!!  Certainly, it is one, if not the greatest marvel of all time.

The apostle Paul writes this to the church at Philippi:-

Philippians 2:5-8:-

5.  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6.  who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

7.  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. 

8.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

Verse 7 tells us that when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the King of Kings was laid in a manger.!!  He began His earthly life in a foul-smelling manger, and ended it on a cruel Roman cross, and along the way He had no place to lay His head. 

Why not a soft bed in a spectacular palace?  Why a dirty, foul-smelling stable?  Why was the Lord of Glory laid in such a lowly place? 

Certainly, the reasons are many, but the primary one is that He came to this world to identify Himself with the creatures He came to save.  By coming in such poverty, Jesus made Himself much more accessible to those who would come to Him by faith.!!  His own poverty, circumstances and conditions enable Him to understand all of OUR needs.

Hebrews 4:15:- 

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”

His descent from the glory and courts of Heaven into poverty on earth was on OUR behalf:-

2nd Corinthians 8:9:-

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.”

Just how generous was the Lord Jesus? 

He was SO generous that He gave ALL He had for OUR sakes that WE through His poverty might become eternally rich.!!  He became poor so that all classes of people might have access to Him for salvation by faith.  

The last phrase in verse 7 is one that tears at the heart. 

“because there was no room for them in the inn.”

Jesus was born in a foul-smelling stable because no one in Bethlehem had room for Him.!! 

We do not know the circumstances at the inn that night.  The innkeeper may have had legitimate reason for what he did, but he certainly does paint a picture of the hearts of many in OUR day.  

After 2,000 years, there are still many who do not have room for Jesus in their midst. 

Even some Christians, attracted and beguiled by the things in this world, have very little time for Jesus today.

As that night unfolded, some anonymous shepherds were watching their flocks in the Judean hill country.  These men were about to hear a message that would forever change their lives and give hope to all who would hear it in the future.

In verses 8-9 the stage is set for an encounter of the 3rd kind with an angel who is about to make a precious announcement. 

It was precious because it was a message of peace to a group of people who were outcasts in their society.  

By virtue of their duties, shepherds were considered ceremonially unclean.  Also their work prevented them from regular attendance at the Temple where they could be cleansed.  They were separated from both God and man. 

These outcast keepers of the lambs, were the first to receive the news that the Lamb of God has come into the world. 

What a privilege has been afforded to these humble shepherds.!!  If any men ever needed hope, these men did.!!  And hope is what they got.!!

The natural state of man is such that they are without God, without hope, and without a happy destiny.  They are separated from God by virtue of their sins and doomed to an eternity apart from Him. 

Isaiah 59:2:-

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.”

As a result of their demeaning work, these shepherds were considered the lowest end of society….;  Yet, it is these men that heard the glad tidings first.  It was these men who received the message of peace from the angel.  What a picture of God’s grace.!! 

Regardless of a person's past or of how low they have fallen in life, there is still hope for them in Jesus Christ. 

The Lord turns none away, but invites all who will come to meet Him and be saved by the grace of God.!!  Regardless of our station in life, there is a place for us in the love of God.  We should never let some sin, or some situation stand between us and Heaven.  Any who in faith come to Jesus Christ will never be turned away by Him.

John 6:37:-

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”

Verse 9 says that when the angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, “they were greatly afraid”.

Why were these shepherds afraid? 

Sinners have always displayed fear when they were confronted with the reality of God.  That’s because coming face to face with the Almighty has a way of making one have to face his own SIN.  And that is a true cause for fear.

Yet, the Bible says in Proverbs 9:10 that there is a reverential fear of God, - and that is a healthy fear:-

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

It’s well said that a true believer can see MORE on his knees than others can see on their tiptoes.!!

When the shepherds heard the message of the angel of the Lord, they reacted with reverential fear, and that fear eventually lead to their salvation.  

So it is with us.!! 

Some may fear to hear the message of the Gospel and they fear to come to the Lord for salvation.  Many think that God will not forgive them of their sins, or that they have gone past any chance of redemption. 

The truth is, if He is calling you to come to Him, there is no way that He would ever turn you away - John 6:37. 

Then, if you come to Him, you will find that He has the power to forever change your life and make you what you never thought you could be:- 

2nd Corinthians 5:17:- 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

One of the greatest things God does to touch the hearts of the lost is to make a drastic change in all those who come to Him for salvation:-

The change in a new convert’s life is so drastic that the Bible describes it as literally becoming a NEW creation.!! 

When a sinner is born again spiritually, they are changed and when they are changed, their friends and families can see the difference in them, and that will speak volumes to their hearts. 

God can take a life of misery and failure and turn it around for His glory, if you will allow Him the opportunity to do so.

This message from the angel in verse 10 was one that would impact the entire world forever. 

“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.”

The birth of this Child in Bethlehem would touch the lives of every person who would ever live in the world.

What makes this announcement so powerful is the fact that there is only one way to get to Heaven. 

This Christ-Child would grow up and boldly announce to the world that the only way for fallen mankind to reach and enter Heaven was through Him.

John 14:6:-

"I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me."   {except through Me}

What an awesome claim.!!

Jesus Christ is NOT just one of many ways to God.  He does not merely SHOW the way, He IS the way.!!

He is the ONLY Way.!!

The news from the angel that night is still as fresh and true as if it were being delivered right now.!!  These "good tidings of great joy" are still being issued today.

Matthew 11:28:- 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

If only weary and tired souls today would accept that personal invitation.!!

Notice that the angel tells the shepherds in verse 11 that this Baby Who is being born in Bethlehem was not just for the whole world, but that He was being born for them as individuals.!! 

“For there is born to YOU this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

May we never forget that the message of Christmas is a personal message from Almighty God to each one of us.!! 

You need to be sure that you have been saved by God's grace and that you have a personal relationship with the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ.!! 

He loves you.!!   He died for you.!!   He reaches out to you.!!   He beckons  you to come to Him.!! 

God's plan of salvation is all about you coming to know Jesus Christ in a personal way.!! 

You see, salvation is IN a Person.  Accept that Person as your own, and you have salvation.

Christianity is a relationship with a Person….and that Person is none other than the eternal Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.!!

In this verse 11, the angel drops a bombshell.!!   This Baby is NO ordinary Baby.!! 

This Baby is the fulfilment of ALL the prophecies concerning the promised Messiah.

This Baby is the One Whom God said in Genesis 3:15 would come to crush the serpent's head.!!

He would come to redeem mankind and reconcile man to God.

Here in this verse 11 we have a theology in miniature.

“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.”

Notice that He is called:   Saviour – which is expressed in His Name “Jesus”.

Then, He is Christ, the Anointed of God, the Messiah.!!

Finally, He is the Lord, - God manifest in the flesh.

In this announcement, the angel was pointing out just Who this Baby was.  He was declaring His glory and His greatness.  He was announcing the Incarnation of the Son of God.!!   That infant was no ordinary Baby. 

As Saviour, He is worthy of our worship. 

As Christ, He is worthy of our dependence. 

As Lord, He is worthy of our total obedience.

In verse 12 we see that the angel gives these shepherds a heavenly assignment.  He gave the shepherds directions as to how to find the Baby Jesus. 

"And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.''

What a blessing for these lowly men to be called to come before the King of glory. 

Yet, that is the same privilege enjoyed by everyone here today. 

John 3:16:- 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

There is only one reason why people remain in their sins and wind up in Hell, - a place which was specifically created for Satan and the fallen angels.  It is summed up in one statement from the lips of the Lord Himself.

John 8:24:-

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, {The Messiah} you will die in your sins.''

Friend, this is still the message of Christmas.!! 

When will we ever learn that Christmas is not about gifts, trees, dinners, Santa Claus, elves, reindeer, or a million other things that we have allowed to cloud the Gospel message? 

When will we remember that Christmas is about coming face to face with Jesus Christ? 

That is why we preach the old, old message of God’s grace plan of salvation.!!   That is why we tell the old, old story.!! 

Verses 13 and 14 tell us that when this angel finished his speech, the heavens were filled with a multitude of the heavenly host.  And this heavenly host began to speak an anthem of praise exalting their Creator, Who was being born among men. 

We won't dissect their message, but imagine how they must have felt.!!   Imagine their amazement as they watched their sinless, glorious Lord and Creator born as a helpless HUMAN  child.!!   Imagine their wonder as God appeared before their eyes as the weakest of humans.!!! 

Even though they didn't understand all they saw, they praised Him for it and exalted Him.

It makes our minds dizzy to think of the Creator and Sustainer of the universe entering human history NOT as a conquering military hero, but as a little Babe……..;   Yet this is the truth of the Incarnation.!

Just think, 33 years later, they would see this same Person die on a cross for the very people He was born to save.  Imagine their sheer amazement as they saw their Holy Creator lay down His life in the place of sinful men.!!

Verses 15-16 tell us that when the angels departed, these men wasted no time in getting themselves to Bethlehem to find this Baby for themselves. 

What a lesson for those who have never met Him.!! 

You know, you can put off a lot of things in this life, but your coming to Jesus Christ for salvation is one thing that must never be delayed.!! 

The Bible says that these men "came with haste " because they wanted to meet Him. 

Whatever you do, DON'T put off or delay those things that God has called you to do.  

Eternity for you or for me may be just around the corner.  

Each of us will stand before Jesus Christ soon to give an account of our words,  deeds  and  service for Him.

It has been remarked that many a man is in Hades today who meant to get saved at the eleventh hour, but who died at 10:30.!! 

As Christians, we must make clear to ALL unbelievers the terrible danger of procrastination, for God has never promised to SAVE anyone tomorrow.!!

When is this “acceptable time” for salvation.?  

The Bible says in 2nd Corinthians 6:2:-

“Behold, NOW is the accepted time; behold, NOW is the day of salvation.”

Tomorrow is promised to no one.!!

Verse 16 says that they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Holy Child lying in a manger.

When they searched out and arrived at the place where this little family was, they found everything just as the angel had said it would be. 

So it is with the sinner when he comes to Jesus Christ.!!   He finds that everything is just as the Bible said it would be.  

He finds that Jesus is still the Friend of Sinners.  He finds that Jesus is truly the Saviour of the world.  

He finds that there is forgiveness and cleansing through the precious, shed blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. 

Verses 17-20 show us that for these outcast shepherds it was a time of profound illumination and joy.

When these shepherds met the Baby Jesus, their lives were changed forever!  

They left that manger with a wonderful story to tell.  They had a new message that had changed their lives and they told it as they journeyed along.!! 

In this, they are a picture of the redeemed sinner.!!  Saved by God’s grace and with a message of hope for others.

As they left that place, they began to tell the story of a new-born Saviour lying in a manger. 

When they met Him, they wanted to tell others about Him.  Salvation will DO that to you.!! 

When you are born-again of God, you will not be satisfied until you have had a hand in others hearing about Him.  When you experience the living Jesus Christ, you want to tell everyone you meet about Him. 

As people heard these shepherds tell their story, they too, were greatly moved.!!  This was NOT the kind of story they expected a shepherd to tell. 

This is just more proof that these men’s lives were altered by their visit with the Lord Jesus in that manger.!! 

You see, He is a Lord who makes a difference in every life that He touches.  He will shock the multitudes around you when He touches your life.!!

As Mary listened to the tale of the shepherds, she too was considerably surprised by what she heard.  

No doubt this reminded her of the message of Gabriel when he appeared to her earlier announcing that she would conceive in her womb and bring forth a very special Son.  No doubt she pondered the extraordinary DESTINY of this little Child she held next to her heart.

As these shepherds headed back to the hill country and their sheep, they went with a new joy in their souls that they had not known before.  These men were filled with rejoicing because of what they had heard and had seen that night.  They would never be the same because they had had an encounter with Jesus Christ.!!…………………;

Very God of very God, and very Man of very Man.!!

Remember, these men were still shepherds.!!   They were still outcasts from society.  The Religion of that day still had no place for them, BUT they had met the Master and that changes everything.!!

This is the same with Spirit-filled Christians today.  The world doesn't understand them.  Other religions have no place for them.  Even some churches see them as something of a novelty.  

But, these are people who have a personal, intimate relationship with the Master.!!   Their common desire and goal is to magnify His Name.!!   Why? 

Because His message is still a message that can bring a shout of inexpressible JOY and new-found freedom to those who meet Him.!!

How does the message of Christmas impact on YOUR life? 

Does it make a difference in you at all?   Is it just a time of tinsel, toys and trinkets?…………; 

Or, does the message of Christmas thrill your soul with the glory of Heaven and the power of God?

Friend, do you know Jesus this morning?   Are you saved by the grace of God?  

Is the Christ of Christmas the Lord of your life?

Heaven has truly visited the earth.!!   Has that truth made a difference in YOU?

Your eternal destiny is decided by your acceptance, or rejection of the message that the Son of God personally delivered to this world.

What is the message?   What is the testimony?

It is summed up in just 2 profound verses of the Bible:-

1st John 5:11-12:-

11.  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is IN His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

TIME IS SHORT – DON’T DELAY

At the great white judgment throne it may be revealed that this deadly device of Satan called, “delay” has been used to damn more souls to hell than any other. 

It has been remarked that many a man is in Hades today who meant to get saved at the eleventh hour, but who died at ten-thirty. 

As Christians, we must make clear to ALL unbelievers the terrible danger of procrastination, for God has never promised to SAVE anyone tomorrow.!!

Both James and the author of Hebrews strongly warn of this danger.  Also, we read these words from the apostle Paul in 2nd Corinthians 6:2:-

“For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you.'' Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”

When is this “acceptable time” for salvation?  

A teacher once said to his Sunday school class: “Boys, the best time for a person to prepare to meet their God is the day before he dies.” 
This at first seemed to be acceptable to the class, but then one small boy raised his hand and exclaimed:-

“But teacher, sometimes a person doesn’t KNOW about it 24 hours BEFORE he DIES.!!   What should he do then?” 

The teacher wisely replied: “Then boys, the NEXT best time for a person to prepare to meet God is TODAY.!!” 

One of the most important theological concepts in the Scriptures is the doctrine of the present tense— of  TODAY.

God desires two different things from man:-

That the unbeliever give his HEART to Jesus Christ TODAY because he may not see tomorrow in this world.:-

AND God also desires that the SAINT give his BODY to Christ TODAY. 

…And NOT dilly dally each day delaying what he knows God rightfully expects him to do.

Romans 6:19:-

“I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.”

Romans 12:1:-

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”

God is talking about our entire lives here.!!  - Not just 2 hours each Sunday.!!  He is saying that the remaining years of our lives belong to Him.!!  He is asking for TOTAL COMMITMENT  from us.!!

IF you think about it, TOTAL commitment to Christ is our reasonable service.

Since the eternal Son of God has died for ME, then the LEAST I can do is to live for Him.!!

Isaac Watts’ great hymn says the SAME thing:-

“Love so amazing, so divine, DEMANDS my heart, my life, my ALL.””

The obvious reason for what appears to be haste regarding salvation is found in James 4:13-15 and Proverbs 27:1. 

Let’s just look at James 4:13-15 FIRST:-

13.  “Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit''; 

14.  whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 

15.  Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.'' ”

James strongly denounces the SIN of self-confident, boastful planning ahead in independence of God.  He pictures a businessman who has a complete plan laid out for the future.  Notice the details spelt out in verse 13:-

He thought about the time - "today, or tomorrow ".

The personnel, - "we ".   

The place, “such and such a city ".  

The duration, - "spend a year there ".

The activity, - "buy and sell ".

The anticipated result,  "make a profit ".

What is missing in this picture.?

He never once included GOD into his business.!!   Like many believers today, this man was leaving God out of his life.!!

In life, it is of course necessary to make some plans for the future, but to do so in self-will excluding God is SINFUL.

To say, "we will", or, "I will"  without thought to God is the essence of SIN.

Remember the 5 "I wills" of Lucifer in Isaiah 14:13-14?   He didn’t include God in his plans at any point either.!!  We mustn’t copy his example in this.!!


You know, only a FOOL drifts aimlessly with the wind and the tide.  A wise man marks out his course, sets his sails, and guides the rudder until he reaches his destination. 

When a man wants to build a house, he first draws his plans so he knows what he is doing. 

Yet, how many Christians plan their days so that they use their opportunities wisely? 

True, we cannot KNOW what a day may bring forth.  But it is also true that a planned life can better deal with unexpected events. 

Someone said, “When the pilot does not know what port he is heading for, no wind is the right wind.”
You know, apart from the will of God, life really is a mystery, don’t you think.? 

However, when you know Jesus Christ as your Saviour, and SEEK TO DO His will, then life starts to make sense.  Even the physical world around you takes on NEW meaning. 

There is a simplicity and unity to your life that makes for poise and confidence.  You are no longer living in a mysterious, threatening universe.  You can sing, “This is my Father’s world!”

Because time is short, the Christian should NOT delay NOR procrastinate regarding the work that God has called him or her to do.

This is why Satan creates distractions for the Christian.  This is why Satan utilises all of these cunning devices against the child of God.!!  He wants to get the believer to DELAY doing God’s work until finally time on earth for that believer has run out.

How short is our time on this earth.??   Well, God uses these symbols to describe human life on earth.

Symbols for human life:-

a.
As grass.      (Psalm 90:5, 6; James 1:10; 1 Peter 1:24).

b.
A vapor. (James. 4:14).

c.
A breath. (Job 7:7). “Remember that my life is but breath”

d.
Vanishing smoke.  (Psalm 102:3).

When the great evangelist D.L. Moody BEGAN his ministry, he would often conclude his messages by saying:-

"Go home and think about what I've said." 

One night during a crusade in Chicago, he told the people to do just that.  But that night the Chicago fire broke out and some who had heard and gone home to think about it died without another chance. 

After that, Moody began to focus on NOW and TODAY. – and so should we.!!

That's what the Holy Spirit is saying to us through the Word of God.  

TODAY is the moment when God is speaking to your life. – Don’t ignore Him and don’t DELAY.!!

TODAY, is important because when the Holy Spirit is speaking to you about your life…….,   

About your salvation………, 

OR, about obedience in some particular area of your life.…..,

THAT is the moment when your conscience is sensitive to God.!! 

HOWEVER, when we ignore the Holy Spirit……, 

When we put off decision and obedience for another time…….., 

When we say "NO" to the Spirit of God...., 

Then, hardness of heart begins to set in. 

One "NO" leads to another "NO" and soon this pattern of shutting God out leads to hardness of heart and stubbornness.  It leads to an unwillingness to yield to God and surrender to His Voice as His Holy Word speaks to us.  This hardening of the heart is proven by our everyday  behaviour which God calls "rebellion". 

You see, our TRUE heart condition is demonstrated by our daily behaviour. 

It is indeed most unwise to DELAY in heeding the gentle calling and guidance of God.

To DELAY is to forget Proverbs 27:1:-

“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”

It seems that almost everyday we read of people young and old being killed in tragic circumstances not only here in Australia, but also, throughout the entire world.

In the immediate period just prior to their tragic deaths, they would never have dreamed that they were about to DIE!!!  They could not have conceived that they were on the verge of leaving this world.!!

You know, it is well said that death is totally indiscriminate and keeps no calendar.  Young or old, it makes NO difference to death.!!!

The Word of God in Hebrews 9:27 says "It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgement ".

The Bible tells us that there are at least 4 things that will occur in every person’s life whether they like it or not.

The first of these things is physical death.  “It is appointed for men to die once..”

The second thing is that IF you die an unbeliever, you will one day be brought to believe that Jesus Christ is truly the eternal Son of God.  AND that there is salvation in no other Name.!!

Acts 4:12:-

"Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.''

The third thing that you will do is bow your knee before Jesus Christ and you will “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Philippians 2:9-11:-

“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 

10.  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 

11.  and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Belief in Jesus Christ, bowing down before Him and confessing that He is Lord is inevitable for the unbeliever.  It is not a matter of “IF”, but “WHEN” and “WHERE” he will do it.!!

The FINAL thing awaiting every human being is judgement.

Hebrews 9:27 says "It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgement ".

You know, at any given time in our lives we are just 1 heartbeat away from eternity.

What keeps us here in these mortal bodies.??

Just a small pump that we call a “heart.”   Plus God’s sovereign will and His grace.

Please understand that DEATH for EVERY human being will be either a case of:-

"Graduation to Glory" for the one who wisely believed in Jesus Christ PRIOR to physical death.

OR, "eternal incarceration in hell"  for those who rejected Him and chose to live for SELF, - and for this dying world.

Which will it be for YOU.?

Each human being decides their OWN eternal destiny while alive on earth.  

It ultimately comes down to "What do YOU think about Jesus Christ". ? 

“WHO do you think that He is.?”

“And WHY do you suppose that He permitted Himself to be tortured by the Romans and to DIE on the cross.?”

Did He just want to die as a martyr for a lost cause, - or could it be that He died for YOU as your substitute.??

……..So that through faith in Him you could be fitted out for Heaven.??

……And at last – reconciled back into a wonderful and meaningful relationship with GOD.??

While Faith in Jesus Christ as YOUR Saviour and faith in His redemptive work on the Cross assures you of eternal life…,

On the other hand, rejection of Christ has appalling and eternal consequences.!!

The most eminent and reliable authority on the subject of death - in fact, the only absolute Authority, is the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  This is because He is singularly unique in His resurrection, - and HIS TOMB IS EMPTY.!!

Unlike the bones of ALL of the founders of other religions which are still in their graves……..,  The great and undeniable historical truth is that Christ's tomb is EMPTY.!!!

Today, at this very moment, I would like you to see just how indiscriminate death really is.  AND, how very important it is that we settle the matter of our eternal destiny without delay and while there is STILL time.  And, having settled this matter, to then focus on completing the tasks that God has called you to do.

Let's now look at a man who DIDN’T do this:-

Let’s listen to the example that Jesus Himself gave about the rich, foolish FARMER.

We pick this story up in Luke 12:16-20:-

16.  “Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 

17.  "And he thought within himself, saying, `What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 

18.  "So he said, `I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 

19.  `And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.'' ' 

20.  "But God said to him, `You fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'”

Jesus made it clear that RICHES are NOT the most important thing in life.

Because of an exceptionally good crop, this farmer was faced with what appeared to him a very distressing problem.  He did not know what to do with all of the excess grain.!!   ALL of his barns and silos were crammed full to capacity.  

This land-owner was embarrassed by riches.!!  At no stage did he consider the possibility of utilising his bumper crops for the benefit of the poor and the needy.  

Then he had a brainstorm.  His problem was solved.!!  He decided in his greed to pull down his barns and build bigger ones.!!

18.  "So he said, `I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.”

The thought that he could actually DIE in the meantime never occurred to him.!!  As soon as his new, large barns were built he felt sure that he could then retire and enjoy the rest of his life in luxury.!!

On the assurance of a large crop, this foolish man was ready to retire.  He thought that he "had it made”.!!

19.  `And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.''

BUT when he began to think of time as HIS, he CRASHED into GOD to his eternal ruin.!!

He had made several false and foolish assumptions.  

He assumed that the SOUL could be easily satisfied with goods and material possessions.  It can’t.!!  It cries out for spiritual food.  It cries out to be reconciled to the God who created it.!!

He assumed that these goods would last for many, many, years.

And he assumed that he would LIVE long enough to enjoy them.!!

However, God told him that he would DIE that very night.!!

20.  "But God said to him, `You fool.!! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'

In Job 27:8 we read:-

“For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he may gain much, if God takes away his life?”

Another translation says this:-

{"For what is the hope of the godless when he is cut off.  When God requires his soul ?"}

The rich man had not counted on the abrupt summons that called him to face God and to leave to others, the property, assets and goods that he had so carefully amassed.  You see, there are no pockets in shrouds.  You can’t take even 1 grain of sand with you.!!

I am reminded of the words:-

"He is NO fool to GIVE what he cannot keep to GAIN what he cannot LOSE."

Someone has defined a fool as one whose plans END at the grave.!!

There is a gift which comes to us from a heavenly source each day of our lives, bright and sparkling, absolutely untouched, unspoiled. 

What is this GIFT?   Why, it's the priceless gift of TIME. 

Each day we receive a fresh, new supply—24 hours, 1,440 minutes, 86,400 seconds. 

24 hours we have never lived before.!   24 hours we shall never live again.!!!

God has called us to serve Him and to serve one another.  He has specific, designated tasks that he wants you to complete before He calls you home.

He wants you to learn more about Him and He wants to learn more about His beloved Son.

He wants to progressively transform you into the image of Jesus Christ.  But He needs your cooperation in this.  He needs you to be serious about your new life in Jesus Christ.!!

Jesus Christ desires to manifest Himself to this fallen world through YOU - through YOUR life.  But He can't if we are too busy selfishly living for ourselves and trying to adopt the lifestyles of the LOST in this doomed society.

Whatever you do, DON'T put off or delay those things that God has called you to do.

Eternity for you or for me may be just around the corner.

Each of us will stand before Jesus Christ soon to give an account of our words, deeds and service for Him.

In light of this, let’s take a look at the insidious sin of:-

DISCORD

It has been rightly observed that many Bible-believing churches have been split through troublemakers having the wrong focus in life.  That is to say the tragic cause of a split is usually discord rather than doctrine. 

Some trouble-maker invariably begins his or her deadly gossip in a local church.  They do this by raising questions and doubts in the minds of people, - doubts that otherwise would have never been entertained. 

How effectively Satan uses this tool, and how painful it will be at the BEMA Judgment Seat of Christ for these carnal sowers of discord. 

To sow discord is to forget Proverbs 6:16-19:-

16.  These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 

17.  A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 

18.  a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, 

19.  a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren.

SEVEN THINGS THAT GOD HATES:-   

(a)
a proud look,

(b)
a lying tongue,

(c)
hands that shed innocent blood,

(d)
a heart that devises wicked plans,

(e)
feet that are swift in running to evil,

(f)
a false witness who speaks lies,

(g)
one who sows discord among brethren. 

Because Satan also knows that God hates these things, he tries to encourage believers to DO them.!!

The formula, “These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven,"  may mean that the list is specific, but, not exhaustive…….,

OR, - it may indicate that the 7th  is the worst of all.!!  

And that one is against the believer “who sows discord among brethren.”
“A proud look”
You know, it has been said that pride is dust deifying itself.

The valet of an emperor said:-

“I cannot deny that my master was vain.  He had to be the central figure in everything.!!  If he went to a christening, he wanted to be the baby.  If he went to a wedding, he wanted to be the bride.  If he went to a funeral, he wanted to be the corpse.!!”

He just had to be in the limelight.!!

Beloved, you must be careful not to fall into this trap.!!

“A lying tongue”
The tongue was created to sing praises to the Lord and to glorify Him.

It was intended that the tongue of man would build OTHERS up and encourage them.  

To LIE is to pervert its use for that which is dishonourable and base.

Is it ever right for a believer to LIE.??

The answer is that God cannot lie, and He cannot give the privilege to anyone else.

Psalm 141:3:-

"Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips." 

Once evil words go out we cannot bring them back.  Who knows where they will go?  You may straighten this out with the Lord but there is NO WAY we can retrieve what we have said. 

I am reminded of the poem the Owl in the Oak.

It goes like this:-

“There was an old owl that lived in an oak,

The more he heard, the less he spoke,

The less he spoke, the more he heard,

Ah, but if men could be like that wise bird.!!”

“hands that shed innocent blood”
Every human life is of infinite value to God.  He proved this by paying an infinite price at Calvary for our redemption.

The institution of capital punishment in Genesis 9:6 reflects God’s clear attitude toward murder.

“a heart that devises wicked plans”

This, of course, refers to the mind that is always plotting some EVIL.

The Lord Jesus listed some of these wicked imaginations in Mark 7:21-22:-

21. “"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22.  "thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. "”
“feet that are swift in running to evil,”

God hates not only the MIND or HEART that plans the evil, but the FEET that are eager to carry it out.  These troublemakers can hardly constrain themselves from running from person to person, and house to house gossiping and spreading RUMOURS and TALES about OTHER people.!!

Remember that if you NAME another person’s sin, you are guilty of GOSSIPING.!!

“a false witness who speaks lies”

In this verse, it refers to a matter of public testimony in a court of law……,

…..As against the term, “lying tongue”  which we saw in verse 17 which was more of a matter of everyday conversation.


“one who sows discord among brethren.”

The striking thing here is that God ranks the person who causes divisions among brethren with murderers, liars and perjurers.!!   Every church must especially watch out for these troublemakers.!!

How many of these 7 SINS listed in Proverbs 6 can you associate with the 7 false trials of Jesus and with His crucifixion.??

Firstly, there were two legal systems that condemned Christ:-

The Jewish and the Roman, the very two which underlie modern jurisprudence. 

The arrest and proceedings under Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin were under JEWISH law.  Those under Pilate and Herod were under ROMAN law. 

The Jewish trial was ILLEGAL in several particulars:-

1.  The judge was NOT impartial and did NOT protect the accused.  There is NO evidence that the quorum of 23 judges took part in the arrest; and they were hostile.   (Matthew 26:62, 63).

2.  The arrest was unlawful because it was carried out under NO FORMAL accusation.

3.  In criminal trials all sessions had to be started and carried on only during the DAY.   -  Night sessions were illegal.!!

4.  A verdict of guilty could NOT be rendered on the SAME day as the conclusion of the trial.  It had to be given on the NEXT day.!!

5.  The search for hostile testimony was ILLEGAL.

Matthew 26:59:- 

“Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death,”

Mark 14:56:-

“For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did not agree.”

John 11:53:-

“Then from that day on they plotted to put Him to death.”

6.  NO accused could be convicted on his own evidence, -  yet His accusers feverishly sought replies and admissions from Christ to condemn Him.

Matthew 26:63-66:-

63.  But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, "I adjure You by the living God that You tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.'' 

64.  Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.'' 

65.  Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, "He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! 

66.  "What do you think?'' They answered and said, "He is deserving of death.''

John 18:19:-

“The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.”

7.  No valid legal evidence was presented against Him.

After Pilate declared Christ innocent, his subsequent acts were ALL contrary to the letter and spirit of Roman LAW.!! 

In this message we have seen that Satan will take every opportunity to use many cunning devices and strategies against the child of God.

We have looked at the danger of delay and procrastination both for the believer and unbeliever alike.

And we noted the danger of distortion, gossip and troublemaking within the church.

"IT'LL BE SO MUCH BETTER WHEN WE GET TO OUR REAL HOME" 

Most of us are familiar with the story that Jesus told about the Prodigal son found in Luke 15:11-24:-

(Let’s just refresh our memories once more by opening our Bibles to Luke 15:11-24.)

The word, “prodigal” means “wasteful”.  It describes a person who is recklessly extravagant, who spends money wastefully.

Many teachers almost always use this passage to preach to backsliders, or, to the lost.  However,  I would like to take a little different approach this morning and preach to those who have been saved by God's grace who are faithfully serving Him every day. 

As we look into this passage, we see a young man with many problems in his life.  He dreamed of enjoying his freedom far from home away from his father and older brother.

Just like many young people today, he wanted to have his own way, so he rebelled against his own father and broke his father’s heart.

But life away from home was not what he had expected.  His resources ran out, his friends left him, a famine came, and this young man was forced to do for a stranger what he would not do for his own father. – go to work.!!

This particular young man had thought that he would “find himself” but in reality, he only lost himself.!!

Sin promises freedom but it only brings slavery.  It promises success but only brings abject failure.  It promises, “life”, but the Word of God declares in Romans 6:23 that, “the wages of sin is death”.

This young man found that a person most definitely reaps what they sow in life. 

Our story gives us a young man who is a member of the family, but he is one who has strayed away.  As a result, he finds himself in the midst of great difficulty and trouble.  He sinks about as low as any person could go and then he reaches a place where he experiences a turning point in his life. 

Verse 17 tells us that after a great deal of hardship, "he came to himself.!"
Apparently, this young man had been the victim of temporary insanity.  By the way, that's what backsliding is! 

You know, there is an “insanity” in sin that seems to paralyse the image of God within us, and liberate the wild “animal” inside.

He came to himself and remembered how well he had things back at his father's house.  He remembered that his father’s hired servants were living far more comfortably than he was.  They had a warm bed and plenty of food to eat while he was wasting away with hunger.

As he thought about this, he decided to do something about it.  He knew that if he could just get home that things would be so much better.

Now, I don't want to spiritualise this thing too much, but I do want you to know that sometimes I feel just like the Prodigal son.  Not in the sense that I have walked out on the Father, - I just feel like it'll be so much better when I get home.  I often find myself thinking how great it would be to be at the Father's house, in His glorious Presence. 

I am sure you must feel that way too from time to time.  If so, then I have good news for you.!! 

One day soon, ALL of God's redeemed children are going home to the place personally prepared for them by Jesus Christ, the awesome Creator of the universe.!!   When we get there, we will find that it is infinitely better than it is here. 

With that thought in mind, I would like to talk briefly on just how much better it will be for believers when we get to our real Home. 

I want to show you from these verses that when we get home, many things will change remarkably. 

I want to encourage you and remind you that "It'll be so much better when we get to our real Home." 

When we get home, some things will be behind us.  When we get home, there will be some things that we will not have to deal with any longer.

For one thing, there will be no more SIN. 

In our story we saw how the Prodigal son wandered away into a life of rebellion and sin.  

I wonder how many times that you and I have done similar things?  We had every intention of living for the Lord and promoting His glory, but some temptation came, we gave in and we fell into sin. 

Praise God, the day is coming when sin will no longer be a problem for God’s children.  We are going to a land where there will be NO sin or anything that can ever defile us again. 

We are going to a land where there will be no more tears, no more death, no more sorrow, no more crying, and no more pain.

Revelation 21:4:-

"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.''

Even this fleshly nature that gives us so much grief down here will be forever gone and we will no longer be lured by the base things of life. 

1st Corinthians 15:53-55:-

53.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

54.  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory.'' 

55.  "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?''

In Luke 15:13 we saw that the Prodigal son found himself separated from his father.  This separation made him miserable and despairing.

So it is with believers in time living on this earth.  

We become miserable and forlorn when our unconfessed sin separates us from our loving and caring Heavenly Father.

However, when we get home we will soon discover that there will be no more separation from our Heavenly Father through SIN.  We will no longer have a lower creature nature that entices us to sin.  In fact, it will be impossible for us to sin again.

As we live our lives in this world, we can be thankful that we have received many glorious promises from the Saviour Himself:-

 Matthew 28:20:- 

“I am with you always, even to the end of the age”

Hebrews 13:5:-

"I will never leave you nor forsake you.''

John 14:21:-

"He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.''

Despite these wonderful promises, while we occupy these mortal bodies, we are still separated from the PRESENCE of our Father Who is in Heaven.  And there are still times when we fall into sin and lose our precious fellowship with Him.

Isaiah 59:2:- 

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.”

Praise God, there is a day coming when this will be no more.!!  We will be perfect, sanctified and glorified, - we will be home and we will be in His presence evermore.!!

Unlike the Prodigal son, there will be no more straying away from a loving father.

The Prodigal son became weary of his father’s house and took his leave of the father and headed out to a life of selfish, sinful living.  

He strayed away from his father and instead of “finding himself”, he “LOST himself”.

Doesn't that describe many Christians much of the time?   Many have strayed from God and are wandering around lost, bewildered, and confused.

As the Hymn says:-

"Prone to wander Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart Lord take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above."

Praise God, when we depart from these bodies, there will be no more straying, and there will be no more wandering.  We will forever abide in perfect fellowship with the Father in glory.!!

The Prodigal son found that a life lived outside the will of God is a life of pain and problems.  He suffered because of his decision to live apart from the Father's will. 

I’m sure that every one of us is acutely aware that this life is often a time of pain, suffering and trials.  But Jesus has promised that He is always there for us.

He has promised to go through those trials and that suffering with us.  He has promised to give us the strength and the courage to get through each day.

The Lord Himself said in John 16:33:- 

"These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.''

Job told us about the trials of life in Job 5:7 and Job 14:1:- 

Job 5:7:-

“yet man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward.”    

Job 14:1:-

“Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.”   

While we journey as pilgrims in this world, we can expect to experience our share of trials and troubles, but praise God, when we get home, things will be incomparably better.!!   

There will be no more suffering nor pain, nor sorrow once we get there.!! 

I have read the end of the book and I have seen where the Lord will take away all the worries and burdens of this life and remove our sufferings from our shoulders.    

We have seen so far that when we get to our heavenly home there will be many things left behind us.

Such things as worry, fear,  temptation,  death,  sin,  tears,  sadness,  and an aching,  creaking,  groaning  BODY.

But there will be some wonderful things BEFORE us, too.

1.)  When we get to our heavenly home we will see the Lord Jesus Christ in ALL His awesome glory.!!   

We will actually be in His very Presence.

When the Prodigal son returned to his home, he was able to see his father once again.  They had been separated, but now, they were brought together. 

When we get home, we will actually see the One Who loved us enough to die in our place.  

The One Who Romans 5:8 tells us:-  "demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us." 

2.)  When we get to our heavenly home we will be fashioned with a body that will last forever.  

When the Prodigal son came home, the father ordered him to be clothed in the best robe in the house. 

Who do you think it belonged to?   The father himself, no doubt.!! 

When this young man came home, he smelled of the hog pen.  He was dirty and he was a sorry sight, but when he was washed and the father's robe was placed upon him, all the evidence of the wayward life was eradicated from view. 

Beloved, when we get home the daily process of our being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ will be absolutely complete in every way.  We will be clothed in white robes given to us by the Father.

Remember again, 1st John 3:2:-!!! 

1st John 3:2:-

“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

One day, when we get home we will have an eternal body that will never age, weaken, die or sin.  A perfect body that will delight in the service of the Father. 

Today, we can see faults and flaws in one another.  In that day, there will be NO faults to see.

We will forever be free from the possibility of defilement, sin, sickness, sorrow and death.

I look forward to that wonderful day when I awake with His image. 

This was the hope of the Psalmist in Psalm 17:15:-

"As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness."

This Psalm contains every element of 1st John 3:2 which we read a moment ago.

Namely; Supreme satisfaction, - a great transformation and an enlarged vision.

3.)  When we get to our heavenly home we will enjoy our great God and Saviour’s favour.  

The Prodigal son returned home and was rewarded by the father with the ring of reconciliation.  

The ring was a sign of sonship.  That ring signified that this wayward boy had been fully restored to his place in the family.  He had made a bad mistake, but when he returned home, he was the one who was rewarded. 

Beloved, when we get home, the Father is going to reward us, too. 

Revelation 22:12:-

"And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.”

There is nobody who is a Christian who will not have some reward because God guarantees it by having come into our lives as Christians. 

In Mark 9:41, Jesus said:-

“For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

Even the smallest kindness by one believer to another, done in Christ’s Name, will have its reward.

Isn’t it amazing that Jesus did all the dying, He did all the saving, He did all the keeping, He did all the working, He did everything – and anything we have ever done for Him was produced through us by HIS power, 

John 15:5:- 

“…….for without Me you can do nothing.”

Yet, He tells us that when we get home, He will reward us.!! 

That should be enough to humble any believer and to cause them to shout for joy.

He may reward us, but we will have the privilege of laying those rewards at His nail-pierced feet. 

What a day that will be.!!  That will make a lot of things so much better when we get home!

4.)  When we get to our heavenly home we will experience His freedom. 

In John 8:36, Jesus said:-

“Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”

When the Prodigal son returned home, he was given shoes for his feet. 

In that day only the servants went barefooted.  Servants did not wear rings, shoes or expensive garments.  The father is telling this young man, "You are no servant, - you are a free man.!! – you are my son.!!”

WE belong to Jesus Christ.   He has made us free.   We are sons and daughters of Almighty God by redemption.!!

We have been bought with a price and He has the right to use us when, where and how He pleases.!! 

When we get home, we will still serve, but, like the Prodigal son, we will be elevated to a NEW level of service. 

You see, we will have a BODY that can serve properly. 

We will have a MIND that will desire to serve properly. 

We will have a SPIRIT that will yearn to serve Him properly. 

We will experience a hitherto unknown freedom from all the things that hinder our service down here.!! 

We will be free to serve the Lord in a complete and wonderful way when we get home.

5.)  When we get home there will be a feast and a celebration.

When the Prodigal son returned home, he was presented with a great feast.  The father killed the fatted calf and threw a great party because his son had returned home from afar. 

I’m sure that you remember that when the Bride of Christ gets home, there will be a great celebration in Heaven? 

Revelation 19:7-9:-

7.  “"Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.'' 

8.  And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

9.  Then he said to me, "Write: `Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!' '' And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God.'' ”

The church is the Heavenly bride.  These are all those from the day of Pentecost until the time of the Rapture who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

Those who are “invited” guests are the rest of the redeemed outside of the church age.

We may not understand all that this entails for you and for me, but I do know that there will be a feast when we get to our heavenly home.  There will also be a festival, too. 

When the Prodigal son returned home, verse 24 says that “they began to be merry.” 

They had a shindig.   They had a hoot-n-nanny. 

It has been pointed out that the verse says, “they began to be merry”.   It is never recorded that their JOY ended.

So it is with the salvation of the sinner.!!

Sadly, when one visits some churches these days if you didn't know better, you'd think someone had died.!!

But in Heaven, things are a far cry from that.  There is sheer joy unspeakable.!!   

In fact, the Bible tells us over and over again that in Heaven, there is great joy happiness and praising of the Lord. 

Our joy and our praising will be better too when we get home.!!   I can hardly wait.!!    How about you?

When the Prodigal son got home he found it was so much better.   So will WE.!! 

I praise God for what awaits the saints one day. 

Are YOU ready for Heaven?   Do you feel excited about the prospect of being there soon?

Well, if you are a Christian, then according to the Word of God, your citizenship is already there waiting for you.!!   So is your inheritance, your home and your Lord.!!

Becoming a Christian should be about the easiest thing a person can do.  After all, ALL the work has already been done.!! 

Jesus died on the cross to pay for SIN.   Not for His sin…He was sinless.

Jesus paid for the sins of the entire world.!!

He rose from the dead to give LIFE. 

He ascended back to Heaven to make intercession for us before the Father. 

The Father accepted the sacrifice of His Son on the cross as our Substitute. 

He sent the Holy Spirit to draw sinners to Himself and when sinners do come, He gladly receives them and saves them by His grace. 

All the sinner has to do is believe in Jesus Christ and in His finished work of redemption through the cross.

- Acts 16:31; John 6:40. 

However, AFTER we are saved, that is when the struggles begin to be noticed.

Before I was saved, I never understood the struggles, testings and trials that Christians are forced to deal with on a daily basis. 

I mean, here we are, saved, ready to go to Heaven and be with our Lord, YET God decides in His wisdom to keep us here for awhile to serve Him.

We know that God wants us to enjoy the benefits and beauty of heaven, so why keep us on earth?

Amid the joys of being a Christian God wants to develop our characters through trials, testings and suffering.  He wants us to reach spiritual maturity through these trials and sufferings.

Jesus Christ wants to manifest Himself through OUR lives to a world without hope, to a world plummeting and spinning helplessly out of control.  He wants us to use every opportunity to give the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a dying and doomed race.!!

AND He wants to train us and prepare us to one day rule the universe together with Jesus Christ.!!

Through it all, He wants us to glorify Jesus Christ.

He leaves us here for a while in order to achieve these things through His power and through His grace provisions for us.

In and through it all He wants us to know and experience His peace, joy, happiness and power.

Without doubt, the Christian life is the best life possible.!!   I wouldn't trade 1 hour of Christian life for 1,000 years of a life of SIN. 

The Christian life is far better, but you have to admit that at times, we all just want to go home.!! 

That is the problem the apostle Paul faced.  He was champing at the bit to depart for Heaven, but he realised that God still had work for him to do on earth.

Listen to what he says in Philippians 1:21-26.

Philippians 1:21-26:-

21.  “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

22.  But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 

23.  For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 

24.  Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 

25.  And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 

26.  that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again.”

Paul had reached a point in his life when he just wanted to go and be with Jesus Christ forever. 

He’d had more than his fair share of disappointments, trials, suffering and stress.  

I suppose he was tired of the trials and longed for that happy city of rest where he could be with the Lord he had grown to love so dearly.  After all, he is in a dingy, cold prison chained to a Roman guard when this letter is being written.  He wanted to be free again and to see Jesus Christ his beloved Lord.

I think Paul suffered from the same mixed emotions that many Christians feel in our day and our time. 

Many today may also feel hard pressed between remaining on earth to finish the work God has for them to do, and a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 

That is the thought that I would like to conclude this message with. 

While we may be yearning for Heaven, we may still be needed on this earth, because God still has some important work for us to do. 

According to Paul's own testimony, he was hard pressed between two desires.  He meant that he found it extremely difficult to make a decision between 2 possibilities:-

That of going home to Heaven, or that of remaining on earth as an apostle of Jesus Christ.

In the King James version of the Bible, Philippians 1:23 is translated this way:-

“For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:”
This word “strait”  in verse 23 is used to describe some pretty colourful situations.

1.  Used of a besieged city. 

The idea is of a city surrounded with no aid in sight.  The people there are trapped and desperate for help.  They long to be liberated.

2.  Used of a strait between two points that forces a ship into a narrow channel. 

Here, the current moves faster and the waves are far more violent in their attack on the ship.  It is a dangerous place for ships to be.  There is always a danger of being thrown on to one shore or the other.

3. Used of a cattle squeeze, that pushes in on each side, forcing the animal to be stationary while the farmer applies medication.  

This carries the image of having to endure trying times and go through things that are truly painful, - but of not being able to escape them.

4. Used of a prisoner, who is unable to go as he pleases, but is confined within the walls of his cell. 

Here is a man who is locked up.  He still has the desire to go and be free, but he is hemmed in by the walls of his prison.

When Paul used this word, he was telling us that he felt like a prisoner in this world.  In other words, his body was here, but his heart was elsewhere.  He felt the pressure and trials of this life and longed for the freedom and joy of Heaven.

How many of us would have to admit this morning that we often long to be in Heaven, too? 

How many would have to say, I feel like I am trapped by circumstances and situations beyond my control and I just want to be free."? 

I know that there are times when I experience that same sort of feeling.  I look forward to the time when I will be called to Heaven, but I know I am to remain here for as long as the Lord desires.

This was the apostle Paul's dilemma, too.!!

Now let's spend a few minutes breaking it down.  Paul's longing is twofold.

Firstly, Paul longs for liberty.  Paul has a desire to be free from the bondage of the 2 prisons he is in. 

There is the Roman prison and there is the prison of his flesh.  BOTH hinder his liberty and hold him back.  His desire is to break free of them both.

I have never been in prison, but I do feel trapped in this body at times and long to break free of its confines.  

This was Paul's heart as well.   Paul expresses his desire by using the word "Depart." 

Isn't it interesting that DEATH held absolutely no fear for Paul? 

Many often face the hour of death with fear and dread, YET when Paul considered his leaving this world, he nonchalantly said that he had a "desire to depart."
Allow me to spend just a few minutes on this word “depart ”  and to discuss the wonderful truths it expresses. 

This word was used in that society in four primary ways. 

1.  Firstly, it was a military term - 

It was used of soldiers taking down their tents.   

This is a glorious picture of Christian death.  When we leave this world, all we really do is fold up this tent of flesh and go to be with Christ.   (2 Corinthians 5:1-8).

2.   Secondly, it was a sailor's term – 

It meant to loosen a ship and set sail.   

That is what happens when a Christian comes to the end of his or her life.  We just loosen ourselves from the moorings of this old world and sail off for the glory of meeting Jesus. 

3.  Thirdly, it was a farmer's term – 

It was used to refer to taking the yoke off oxen at the end of the work day.   

What a picture for the child of God.!!   One day our work will be finished and the yoke of service will be removed from our necks and we will enter His rest.

4.  Fourthly, it was a traveller’s term - 

It was used by travellers to speak of putting the horses into the barn at the end of a long journey. 

Again, this speaks volumes about us as Christians.  We travel through this world in all kinds of situations and circumstances.  One day, however, the journey will end and we will be at home with the Lord.

5.  Finally, it was a political term – 

It was used to speak of setting prisoners at liberty. 

Perhaps this was the image Paul was intending to convey by using this word.  After all, we are prisoners in these bodies and in this world until God cuts the golden thread and allows us to come home.  The day will come when God will open our prison doors and we will be free from this body of death.

Paul longs for the Lord - He sums up his desire to depart by saying that he longs to be "with Christ." 

I believe this is the heart's cry of every believer who is progressively growing to love Christ more and more each day.!! 

Ever since the day God regenerated my spirit and imparted to me His very own life, there has been a deep desire to SEE Jesus Christ, and one day, I will see Him. 

I look forward to all the sights of Heaven and I look forward to seeing long gone loved ones and the saints of old.

But most of all, my heart longs to see the One who willingly left His glory in Heaven to die on a cruel cross at Calvary for me.  To see the One who condescended to pay my penalty as my Substitute and take my sins upon Himself. 

I want to see the Lord Jesus Christ face to face.!! 

Jesus Christ will be beyond a shadow of doubt the single greatest sight in glory. 

Paul says in Philippians 1:23 that to depart and be with Christ would be "far better." 

Notice that Paul did not believe in any theory of “soul sleep”.  He believed that the Christian immediately goes to be with Christ at the moment of physical death………;

And, that at the moment of death he is in the conscious enjoyment of the Presence of the Lord Himself.!!

How ridiculous it would be for Paul to say, as some do today:-

“To live is Christ; to sleep is gain”.   OR, “to depart and sleep is far better”.

The word, “sleep” is used in the New Testament of the believer’s BODY at the time of physical death.

It is NEVER used of the soul.!!

Notice too, that death is not to be confused with the coming of our Saviour.

At the time of physical death, we go to be WITH Him.   At the time of the Rapture, HE comes to us.!!

Soul sleep is a myth and cannot be supported by Scripture.!!

So, Paul says that to depart and be with Christ would be "far better." 

What he means is this:-

When you get Jesus Christ, you also get Heaven.!!   Wherever Jesus is – IS heaven.!!

Think about it, we will get to see the Lord who died for our sins and we will spend eternity enjoying His Presence.

I believe that an incredible event unlike anything before in human history will take place soon.

The eternal Son of God, the unique God-Man of the universe, the Lord Jesus Christ will again leave Heaven for the sole purpose of collecting His children from earth to take them all back with Him.!! 

1st Thessalonians 4:16-17:- 

16.  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17.  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

Just think for a minute about Heaven. 

Praise God, that over there, there will be none of the problems and pains of this life.  It will be a different type of existence over there. 

Remember Revelation 21:4?

"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.''

None of those things that hem us in down here will exist over there.

No wonder Paul said what he did in 1st Corinthians 2:9:-

“But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.'' ”

Sounds just like the place I want to spend eternity……….How about you?

Do you ever get homesick for Heaven? 

One day, the wait will be over and we will be home.  What a fantastic day that will be and what a marvellous time of reunion that will be.!!

While yearning for Heaven, the apostle Paul realised that there was also a flip side to his coin.  Though he was tired and weary from his labours and longed to be free from his prison and go to be with Jesus, Paul realized that he had a debt of service to perform from the Lord. 

Paul wanted to go to Heaven ASAP, but he knew he was needed right here.  

Paul knew that he was the conduit through which God was channelling His message to the church.  Paul knew that he was being used of the Lord to do great things. 

There is no pride in Paul’s statement in Philippians 1:24 when he says:-

“Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.”

It was indeed a fact!   They needed Paul!

Paul was grateful for all that the Lord has done in his life and he wanted to do his part for God while he still had life in his mortal body. 

There is a valuable lesson here for every child of God.!! 

While our hearts are being tugged homeward, there should be the realization that there is still work to do here on the earth. 

2,000 years ago, Jesus pointed out to His Disciples in John 4:35, the need for workers in the harvest of unregenerate men.

John 4:35:-

“Do you not say, `There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, {the world} for they are already white for harvest!”
If the need for salvation was great then, - how much greater is it today? 

There are some Biblical truths that we need to come to terms with:-

1.  We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works – Ephesians 2:10.

2.  Every saint of God has a spiritual gift to be used in building up the church – 1st Corinthians 12:7; 11.

3.  Every Christian has a debt to Jesus Christ – 2 Corinthians 5:14; 1st John 4:19.

4.  Every saint of God will be rewarded in proportion to his labours – 2nd Corinthians 5:10.

5.  We live in a dying world full of spiritually dead people who are Hell bound – Psalm 9:17.

You and I have been given the greatest message and mission that the world has ever known.!!  

It is our duty to take it to a world that is wallowing and perishing in SIN. 

We have a duty to serve the Lord with all our hearts while there is breath in these mortal bodies. 

We owe it to Jesus Christ, we owe it to the lost, we owe it to the saints of God and we owe it to the church. 

Our highest duty is to do our duty before the Lord bringing praise, honour and glory to Him.

Paul felt the weight of this debt and obligation that he owed to the Lord.  He knew that he had a service to perform for the glory of God.

Because of this, he was willing to forgo his “home going” to get the job done for Jesus Christ who had given him the very life of God Himself. 

I challenge all of us today to look into our hearts and see whose agenda has top priority in our lives. 

Let it be our Saviour and His will above ALL other desires and dreams.

The apostle Paul possessed the right kind of outlook on life.  He sums up his philosophy of living in verse 21, where he says, 

"For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

Paul could honestly say that his life was a true reflection of Christ on earth.  He knew that while he lived, others could see Jesus Christ living IN and THROUGH him. 

AND, he also knew that if he were to die, then he would be the better for it. 

To Paul, he was a winner either way.!!

I think that any way other than Paul's way is a flawed philosophy of life. 

We must bring ourselves into line with God's perfect will for our lives. 

We must realize that while we are ready to go to Heaven, we are still needed here on the earth.

You don’t need to worry…heaven will still be there when your work for the Lord is finished.

Then, when you see Him face to face you will have the unspeakable joy of hearing Him say to you:-

“Well done, good and faithful servant”.

RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

One of the acid tests of any religion is its ability to predict the future.  

In this area (as in all other areas) the Bible reigns supreme.  

One can search in vain through the pages of other sacred writings to find even a single line of accurate prophecy.

Some 7 centuries B.C. God spoke these words through the Hebrew prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 41:22-23:-

22.  “Let them bring forth and show us what will happen; let them show the former things, what they were, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare to us things to come. 

23.  Show the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; yes, do good or do evil, that we may be dismayed and see it together.”

Ungrateful Israel had turned to other gods, to new faiths and pagan allies.

In these verses God was challenging these pagan nations to produce idols that were able to accurately predict the things to come.  He was challenging them to predict the future, which of course they could not.  Only our great God has ever been able to do that.!!

You may ask, "Why study prophecy?" 

Actually, there are many good reasons to study prophecy.  A large percentage of the Bible is prophecy. 

Nearly one third of the Bible has prophetic themes, and, since we consider all of the Bible as God's inspired Word, it must be important to include prophecy in our diet of Bible study. 

You see, what is “Prophecy” to us is simply God, through His Omniscience, writing history IN ADVANCE.!!

Some people say, "I just don't care about prophecy." 

That means that they don't care about nearly one third of the Bible.!! 

Fulfilled prophecy is one of the most powerful proofs that the Bible truly is the infallible Word of God. 

Since all of the prophecies that should have been fulfilled in the first coming of Christ were fulfilled to the finest detail, we can be certain that the Bible itself is God's revelation to man.  We can be certain of this because no uninspired human writer could ever expect to obtain a 100% accuracy rate. 

For example, Nostradamus made many predictions, yet he has an accuracy rate of only 7%.!!

Compare that with the proven 100% accuracy of the Bible and it becomes graphically clear which horse you should be betting on regarding the future.!!

2nd Peter 1:21 says:-

“for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

Do you know that there were over 300 Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah that were perfectly fulfilled by the life of Jesus Christ.?

Do you know that according to the modern science of probability for just 8 prophecies regarding the Messiah to be fulfilled in any one man is 1 in 10 to the 17th.?

That would be 1 in 100 quadrillion   OR,  -  1 followed by 17 zeros.!!

Yet, not 8, but 300 plus Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah were perfectly fulfilled by Jesus Christ.!!

Josh McDowell who has written several books separates these 300 prophecies into 61 different categories.

All have been fulfilled with total, 100% accuracy.!!

So, what then is the next prophecy to be fulfilled according to the infallible Word of God?

It is the instantaneous disappearance of millions of Christians from earth.!!

It is called, the “Rapture of the church”.

1st Thessalonians 4:16-17:-

16.  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17.  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

I strongly believe that we are rapidly approaching the end of human history, and that very soon this epoch-making event is going to happen.

Jesus Christ, true to His promise, is coming soon to take His children off the earth to the place that He has especially prepared for them.  A place where they will not be touched by the wrath of God that will soon be poured out on this earth.

There are simply numerous signs that point to the nearness of the 7 year Tribulation period described graphically in the Bible. – A period unprecedented in human history.!!

This means of course that the Rapture of the church must also be very close at hand because it PRECEDES the  Tribulation.!!

Just as cults have made a mockery of the wonderful doctrines of God's grace, so have they also done grave injustice to the doctrine of the rapture of the Church. 

Satan's purpose in so misleading confused souls is to divert the minds of as many people as possible from the truth of God’s Word.

Except among Christians who are well-informed doctrinally, - and whose hope is in heaven and not on earth, there is little talk of the rapture of the Church these days.  Yet, it is the very next prophecy to be fulfilled.!!

Satan knows that the time is near, and he desperately desires that hearts be turned from this hope, - the promise of the redemption of the body.  So, he offers outrageous counterfeits that make a mockery of this wonderful doctrine.

He knows the heart of man, having tempted and seduced him through every generation since Adam.  He knows our hot buttons, and he knows how to deceive man by manipulating our emotions.

There are many books which address the issue of the rapture of the Church.  But only a small percentage of these are based upon a literal, or normal, interpretation of the Bible.

Many theologians, of the liberal camp, try to make the prophetic Scriptures mean something other than what they say.  These theologians believe that the Bible must be spiritualised, and that it cannot be understood properly if it is taken literally. 

Among conservative theologians however, the Bible means what it says, and is itself the Authority upon which we base our interpretations.

There is almost universal agreement on these verses of prophecy quoted earlier in 1st Thessalonians 4:16-17 about the Rapture of the church.  It is seen uniformly as a message of hope, and not a thing to fear.!!  

To fear what the Bible calls our “blessed hope" is to profess a lack of  understanding concerning it.  For if a Christian understands this doctrine, it is a source of great happiness, comfort and peace.  Indeed, Paul finishes that passage in 1st Thessalonians 4:18 by saying:-

"Therefore, comfort one another with these words."

The truth of the Rapture is a great source of comfort and hope to believers today.  Is it so for YOU, too?

Conservatives are those who interpret the Bible literally, or normally.  They follow the usual rules of grammar and structure, and don’t twist the Scriptures to try to make them fit into some preconceived mould of prophecy.

There is a day coming when the bodies of the Church Age saints who have physically died are going to be resurrected, and when the bodies of living believers will be transformed from mortal to immortal. 

Among all the generations of man since Adam, one generation will escape physical death altogether -- the generation that is alive at the time of the rapture. 

In that day many millions of people will actually disappear from this earth. 

Hear what Paul said elsewhere:

1st Corinthians 15:51-52:- 

51.  “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed  

52.  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

Taken with the earlier passage in 1st Thessalonians, it is clear that when the Rapture occurs ALL of the believers of this age, from Pentecost until the day the Rapture occurs, will receive immortal bodies. 

The believer will have nothing to do with the event, because it will be wholly orchestrated and executed by the Son of God Himself, in a moment, -  - an atom of time, or, time indivisible. 

The Greek word is atomos. – an atom of time.!!

The believer will not do any more to be raptured than he did to be saved.  Rather, it will be done to him by God. 

We need not wait on mountaintops or in deserts, but simply be watchful from day to day and from moment to moment. 

We need not sell our possessions and remove ourselves from the people of the world. (like these weird, wacko cults.!!)

But we should have an expectant attitude of:- 

"...looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ..."  

(Titus 2:13)

As temporary sojourners in this world, we should be utilising every opportunity in ministering the word of reconciliation to sin-darkened lost souls.  This, Satan will never use a cult to do.  His intent with many is to divert them from hearing the gospel, so he often tempts people into cults in order to isolate the spiritually blind from those who are lights themselves in a dark place. 

Satan’s social, false gospel has to do with the things of men, and not the things of God. 

Christians today need not look for signs, but for Jesus.!! 

There are NO signs that must precede the rapture of the Church, though there are many that precede the Second Coming of the Lord to the earth.

The Bible clearly teaches that the Second coming of Jesus Christ is divided into 2 stages, or 2 phases.

There will be a secret coming of Christ "for" His church, and there will be His coming "with" His church to the earth 7 years after the 1st event. 

The 1st phase of our Lord’s Second coming is the Rapture, and on this occasion Jesus will not touch down on earth at all.  This event will take the world by complete surprise.  It will cause mass panic and confusion.

It will also cause fear and heartbreak to those loved ones left behind who treated the Rapture message as a joke when told of it by someone who has now disappeared from the face of the earth.!!

Christians will be instantly transformed into a resurrection body and will meet the Lord in the air approx 2 KMS above the earth.

We see from Ephesians 2:2 that the “air”  is described as Satan’s sphere.  So this clearly is a triumphal gathering in open defiance of Satan right smack bang in his own stronghold.!!

In the Oriental marriages in the time of Jesus' earthly walk, the order was something like this:-

Long before a child was old enough to consider such matters, his parents would enter into a legal agreement with the parents of the bride, whereby the daughter was, in essence, bargained for.

The father of the boy had to pay a “bride-price” to the girl's father. 

From that moment on, the two children were legally espoused to one another. 

IF, later in life, other plans should seem more desirable to the young man, he had to file for divorce, though he had never lived with his bride………..;

And the restrictions upon divorce almost precluded divorce altogether. 

Once the bride-price was paid, the boy's family went back home to live. 

It didn’t matter that there may have been very little contact between the two families while the children were growing up.

Then, as the son began to assume the role of an adult, usually working in his father's business, he would prepare a home into which to receive his bride. 

He would clear his land, dig his well, build and furnish his home, preparing it as well as his means allowed so that his bride would be pleased.

The daughter would begin to amass her clothes and other possessions, - the things she would need to properly manage her husband's household. 

Her parents, if they had the means, would begin to build a dowry for her, that her side of the family might not be defamed by a lack of preparation.

When the groom had prepared his bride's new home, he would go unannounced to the street outside her door, and call for her. 

She would, if it were night, light her lamp and go out to meet him, whereupon she would then follow him to her new home, where, if he had the means, he would present her with an emerald, not a diamond. 

A party would commence that often lasted for days.

She would then be his wife, and not just his espoused wife.

The parallels between the old Mosaic codes and the rapture of the Church are remarkable. 

We were chosen by God to be the bride of Christ before the foundation of the world, when we clearly had no choice in the matter. 

Our heavenly Father paid the Bride-price with the most valuable possession that He had - His own Son's precious, shed Blood. 

Now our espoused Husband the Lord Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a place for us. 

Though we cannot now see Him, we have the advantage of being able to communicate with Him daily. 

One day, unannounced, He will appear in the clouds and call us.  He will shout, "Come up here!" 

We will see the dead raised in immortal bodies –and we will meet all our saved loved ones who have passed on before us. 

We will ourselves then be instantly "translated," to Heaven in immortal bodies. 

Together with the souls who have come from heaven for their resurrection bodies, we shall physically leave the earth in immortal, glorified bodies to meet the Lord in the air. 

What a fantastic family reunion that will be.!!

We will then be transported immediately into the home that He has prepared, where we shall enjoy festivities that only God could devise. 

Prior to these festivities, I believe that we will each stand before the Lord to receive His evaluation of our stewardship while on earth in mortal bodies.  This is called the “Judgement Seat of Christ” and we will be discussing this topic next week.

These festivities in Heaven will last for seven years. 

The Rapture is not a moment to fear, but an event to look forward to with excitement and an infinite hope. 

It will mean an end to earthly troubles, and the beginning of a fantastic life in a glorified, indestructible body. 

It will mean standing in the loving embrace of a God such as this dark world never dreamed of. 

Such glory.!!   Such peace.!!   Such enlarged knowledge.!! 

Such beauty and love as we cannot even imagine today.!! 

For those who live to experience the rapture, it will mean life without the shadow and intimidation of the grave. 

It will mean seeing face to face the One who loves you enough to have died in your place as your Substitute. 

It will mean receiving rewards from the Lord Himself for your Christian labours. 

Did you know that all those who live righteously and look forward eagerly to The Lord’s coming will receive a “special” reward?   We can read about this in 2nd Timothy 4:7-8:-

2nd Timothy 4:7-8:-

7.  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

8.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to ALL who have loved His appearing.”

Today, we are very much limited and restricted in our fragile human bodies.  We know that if we live long enough,  barring the Rapture, we shall die physically.  Our lives are temporal, because the flesh is progressively aging and dying. 

But in that moment, when the Rapture occurs, our bodies shall change from mortal to immortal.  Our bodies will then be made of eternal materials, and death will be impossible, for we shall then stand before God in a sinless state and in a glorified body. 

Indeed, beloved, the life that is in you now is not that temporal life that you were born with, but is already that eternal life that was imparted to you the moment you first believed the Gospel of grace.!! 

Because every person is a living soul housed within a body, when the flesh dies, the person occupying the body does not die.  Only the body or flesh dies.!!. 

Should you not live to see the rapture, you will not lose consciousness in physical death.  If you are a Christian, you will simply evacuate the body and go immediately to be with the Lord.!!  And then you will return with Him to be rejoined with your resurrection body at the time of the Rapture. 

We often think of ourselves as temporal creatures, confined in time, - but we are not truly so. 

It is important for the Christian to begin looking at life from an eternal perspective. 

We all seem to have developed the habit of viewing our lives by the various landmarks we pass. 

There is the day of birth, the beginning of school, - the graduation from school, the finding of career employment, getting married, - the children that we bring forth, - their birthdays and schooling, - their graduations and marriages, - our retirement. 

And then what?   The grave.!!   This is the stereotyped thinking of the unbeliever.

For the Christian, the grave is not the end, but the beginning. 

We do not cease to exist at physical death, - we live on in the Presence of God, to return with Him at the time of the Rapture for our resurrected body.  Thereafter, our immortal body shall never age or die.  It, like us will be immortal and indestructible.!!  

Our hopes ought not be set on earthly things that pass away, but on heavenly things that are eternal.  Since we shall live beyond the grave, does it not make sense to begin seeing ourselves as eternal creatures? 

If we set our minds on heavenly things, then we can begin to live here and now with hope, peace, assurance, and communion with the very God who will bring it all to pass.

Some people fear that they will be mixed up in some sort of spiritual soup, either at physical death or in the rapture.  They fear that they will lose their identities, or that they will not really like what is available to them.  Who wants to spend eternity sitting on a cloud playing a harp, or endlessly singing Hymns in a choir? 

But that is not at all what heaven is like. 

Remember, that Satan always tries to deceive us with implanted images and false social traditions. 

The fact is that not only will we all be extraordinarily busy, but we will also be tireless, and far, far more capable than we are today. 

The raptured Christian  is still the person he was before, but without SIN.  And immortal in a glorious, resurrection body.!! 

You will still be you, in person and character, but you will be enormously more intelligent and you will be completely fulfilled. 

No earthly lotto can possibly give anyone those things.  And they are already yours by the promise of God, though you cannot yet experience them.

You will look like yourself, - only flawless. 

Let’s face it.!    All the facelifts and tummy tucks in the world cannot stave off physical death. 

You may fight the appearances of aging, but one day gravity will work its work on you and drag your physical body beneath the ground. 

We cannot fight the effects of aging. 

Every earthly hope ends at the grave.  Every earthly hope stands in the gloom and despair of the grave that awaits. 

But the Christian hope is no dark end such as that.  

Our hope is the rapture.!!   It is to see the source of all glory, and of everything that is good.

VIEWS REGARDING THE TIMING OF THE RAPTURE

There are 3 primary views concerning the timing of the rapture. 

1.) Conservatives such as ourselves hold that the rapture takes place immediately preceding that time known in the Bible as the tribulation period, or the Time of Jacob's Trouble. 

This is called the Pre-tribulation position. 

2.) Others believe that the rapture occurs midway through that time of judgment. 

This is called the Mid-tribulation position. 

3.) Still others teach that the Church will go through ALL of the judgments of that terrible time, to be raptured at the end of it. 

This is called the Post-tribulation position. 

Of course, there are also those who say that there is no such thing as a rapture of the Church.  These we will dismiss as out of hand, since the Bible clearly states otherwise.

While the Bible does not actually use the word rapture, it does plainly describe the event to which we have assigned this name.  

We received the word from a Latin translation of the Greek word harpazo, which in our English Bibles is translated caught up, or snatched away. 

The Latin word from which our word rapture stems is rapare.  It means to be seized, to be snatched away by force, to be helpless to resist. 

We have an example of this kind of thing in the case of Philip the evangelist when he witnessed to the Ethiopian in the desert. 

After Philip had shared the Gospel with this man and baptised him, the Book of Acts records, "the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away." 

That is what will happen to Christians who are alive when Christ returns, when He descends but does not touch the earth. 

Mid-tribulation uses many of the same arguments of Post-tribulationism; i.e., the denial of imminence and the promise of tribulation. 

Like its sister, Post-tribulationism, Mid-tribulationism teaches that the Church is cleansed somehow by the judgments that will occur during the Tribulation.

Against that argument stands the Scriptural truth of the complete sanctification and perfection of the believer before the bar of God's justice. 

What sin are we being purified from that Jesus has not already borne in His body on the cross? 

Furthermore, how are we thus cleansed? 

There is NO Scriptural record of anyone ever being cleansed by being subjected to the judgment of God. 

But let us for a moment allow the proposition that there is some manner of cleansing possible, although in truth, we deny it on account of Biblical silence concerning it, and on account of many, many Scriptures to the contrary.  For the only cleansing available to the sinner is the washing of regeneration by the Word of God. 

But if it were possible, then only the generation alive at the time of the tribulation would be cleansed.!! 

How would the poor dead saints ever become purified? 

How would those Christians who physically died before the rapture ever become purified? 

They would be left in the unenviable position of being saved, but with NO possibility of making it into heaven.

Perhaps this is where the Roman Catholics came up with the notion of purgatory! 

Again, of what shall the born again believer be convicted, that he would need further purification?

Let us consider the nature of the 70th week of Daniel. 

For those who may not be aware, the 70th week of Daniel coincides with what is known as the time of Jacob's trouble.  It is also that same time which is called the tribulation. 

It is a time when unparalleled judgment from God is poured out on the nation of Israel in particular, but also upon the entire earth.  This is to be a period of 7 years, the last half of which is called the great tribulation.  However, as noted earlier, the first half is also a time of judgment.

Concerning this entire time, the Bible uses these words and phrases to describe it:-

wrath,   judgment,   indignation, punishment,   hour of trial,   hour of trouble,   destruction,  and  darkness. 

No less a Person than Jesus Himself bore all of God's wrath on behalf of the believer.  Every bit of judgment for every sin every believer ever did or ever will commit has already been borne by our Saviour, who paid the penalty of sin as our Substitute.  Consequently, there is NO reason to suppose that God will yet subject Christians to such a terrible time as this. 

Furthermore, nowhere does the Bible ever limit these descriptions to the last half of this period, but clearly and repeatedly categorizes the entire time by these terms.

I believe that Scripture clearly teaches that the Rapture will occur just prior to the commencement of the Tribulation.  

The most important reason I believe this has to do with the issue of imminence.  Over and over in Scripture we are told to watch for the appearing of the Lord.

We are told "to be ready " (Matthew 24:44), 

"to be on the alert " (Matthew 24:42), 

"to be dressed in readiness " (Luke 12:35), and to 

"keep our lamps burning" (Luke 12:35). 

The clear force of these persistent warnings is that Jesus Christ can appear at any moment. 

Only the pre-Tribulation concept of the Rapture allows for the imminence of the Lord's appearing for His Church. 

When the Rapture is placed at any other point in time, the imminence of the Lord's appearing is destroyed because other prophetic events must happen first. 

For example, if the Rapture is going to occur in mid-Tribulation, then why should I live looking for the Lord's appearing at any moment? 

I would be looking instead for an Israeli peace treaty, the rebuilding of the Temple, and the revelation of the Anti-Christ.

Let’s turn our thoughts to THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH. 

The lowliest, least educated Christian holds a more exalted position than the highest of the prophets.  Neither Moses nor Isaiah nor Elijah nor Samuel nor Joshua have ever been said to be "in Christ."  Yet, that is the position of every Christian. 

The Church -- NOT the professing church, but the TRUE -- is not an organization; it is a living organism, the Body of Christ on the earth. 

No Old Testament saint was ever permanently indwelt by God, but the weakest Christian has dwelling in him all the fullness of the Godhead in all the Persons in the Trinity. 

There is NO reason given in the Bible for the Church to go through the tribulation, for she will not be there.

Since we form His Body, if any portion of the true Church were on the earth during the 70th week of Daniel, then Christ would be pouring His judgment out upon Himself.  And why should the judgment of God fall upon Jesus, since it has already done so at Calvary? 

Christians are declared to be justified, perfected, sanctified, forgiven, called, chosen, glorified, empowered by God, made members of His household, citizens of heaven, ambassadors from heaven to earth, and completely new creatures. 

All our sins are sealed up in a bag, put behind the Father's back, paid for, forgotten, and separated from the Christian as far as the east is from the west.

For what, then, is God going to subject His dearly bought children to such great wrath? 

As the Bride of Christ, shall Christ first beat us severely before marrying us?   What bride would want to marry such a man as that? 

But this is the teaching of both the mid and post-tribulationists. 

Just as Enoch was removed from the earth before the Flood, so also will the Church be removed before this great visitation of judgment from God. 

Just as Lot was taken out of Sodom before it was destroyed, so also will the Church be removed before the earth receives God's judgment. 

It must be borne in mind that when God the Father looks upon His children, He does not see their sins, for those have been buried forever in His Sea of forgetfulness.  Rather, He sees Christ, whose righteousness has been already credited to our accounts.

Then there is THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD. 

Only 3 purposes are detailed in the Bible for this time of judgment. 

1.) The first, of course, is to punish Israel, and to bring that nation to its knees, so that it will finally accept Him whom it crucified. 

2.) The second is to punish the Gentile nations for partitioning the land that God gave to Israel. 

In May, 1948, the United Nations partitioned that land (even calling it a partitioning) when they re-established the nation of Israel. 

2.) The third purpose of the tribulation is the final destruction of the professing church, that great harlot who professes to be something that she is not, whose heart is where her treasure is, in the world.

There neither is nor could there be, any purpose named in the Scriptures for the true Church in relation to the tribulation. 

This is a time that is to try them that dwell on the earth.  

The Greek word that is translated dwell is katoikeo.  It has the sense, not so much of living in a place, but of having one's heart in that place. 

One dwells on the face of the one that they love.  In like manner, every person who is not born again does not have the things of God in his heart, but the things of the world.

We must also consider the further distinction drawn in the Scriptures between the Church and the nation Israel. 

Let’s look at some of them:-

Every person born a Jew is a Jew, whether or not he believes anything.  But a person only becomes a Christian by faith in the crucified Saviour to save.

In other words, a Jew is a Jew because of physical birth, whereas a Christian is a Christian because of a spiritual birth, a second birth.  That person may have been either a Jew or a non-Jew before he became a Christian.

Furthermore, amongst the Jews, God was unapproachable.  One had to come to Him through priests, much as the Roman Catholics contend is true today. 

However, the Bible declares that when the veil of the temple was torn at the crucifixion, the way was opened for ALL who believe to come into the very Presence of God, who also now permanently indwells them.

Also, the nation of Israel was no mystery, but the Church was a mystery hidden from ages in Christ, but manifest in these last days. 

The Church did not come into being until after the rejection by the Jews of their Messiah. 

Israel is a family, where the Church is a living organism. 

Israel was under the Law of Moses; the Church is under the wonderful grace of God. 

The head of Israel was Abraham; the Head of the Church is Christ. 

Jesus offered two final discourses; one to the Jews on the Mount of Olives, and another to the Church in the Upper Room. 

Israel was the unfaithful wife; the Church is the Bride of Christ. 

There are nearly 20 distinctions that may be drawn between the events of the rapture and the events of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.   

Regardless of when the Rapture actually occurs, we need to keep in mind that the Bible teaches that conditions in our society are going to grow increasingly worse the closer we get to the Lord's return. 

That means Christians will suffer tribulation whether or not they go into the Great Tribulation.  And that means all of us had better be preparing ourselves for unprecedented suffering and spiritual warfare. 

But the question should be asked, how should the rapture effect our lives? 

What should it do to encourage as well as motivate us? 

If you are a Christian, you can prepare yourself on a daily basis by putting on "the full armour of God" praying at all times in the Spirit that you will be able to stand firm against the attacks of Satan. (Ephesians 6:14-18). 

Let’s heed the advice of the apostle John in 1st John 2:28; 3:1-3:-

1st John 2:28; 3:1-3:-

28: “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.”

1.  Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 

2.  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3.  And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

May our lives demonstrate a purity and love for Christ and be faithful witnesses of the true gospel where we will not be ashamed at His coming for us to be with Him forever.

If you are not a Christian, your only hope is to reach out in faith and receive the free gift of God's salvation which He has provided through His Son, Jesus Christ.    (John 3:16).

If you do that, then the greatest experience of your life will be waiting for you just around the corner.!!

Beloved, the Lord is coming very soon.

The Rapture of the church is truly imminent.!!

This should surely encourage us to live holy lives just as we have been commanded.

Very soon, in the twinkling of an eye our bodies will be changed into immortal, indestructible ones.

Revelation gives us the answer as to WHERE we shall be going "in the twinkling of an eye." 

Revelation 21:1-7:-

1.  “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 

2.  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3.  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God."
4.  "And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.'' 

5.  Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new.'' And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful.'' 

6.  And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts."

7.  "He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son."”
In light of this, how fitting is Paul's final word to the Thessalonians on this subject:-

“Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

DEATH FOR THE CHRISTIAN AND FOR THE UNBELIEVER

Today’s message is applicable for both believers and unbelievers.  It’s applicable to both because no one in the world can escape from it.

It’s about a subject that most like to steer away from…Yet we come across it everywhere.

It’s the subject of “Death”

Now, the Bible actually describes 7 types of death.

Spiritual Death 

Physical Death.  The separation of the soul from the body.

Temporal Death.  

Operational Death.  

Positional Death.  

Sexual Death.  

The Second Death.  

Today, however, I wish to discuss 2 of these only.

SPIRITUAL DEATH AND PHYSICAL DEATH

I want to point out how indiscriminate death is.

I want to discuss the hereafter for both believers and unbelievers as the Bible describes it.

I want to explain what happens at the moment of death.

And, I want to explain what happens AFTER death.

It seems that almost everyday we read of people young and old being killed in tragic circumstances not only here in Australia, but also, throughout the entire world.

In the immediate period just prior to their tragic deaths, they would never have dreamed that they were about to DIE!!!  They could not have conceived that they were on the verge of leaving this world.!!  They would have been planning for tomorrow and many more tomorrows, however, the Word of God says:-

Proverbs 27:1:-

“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”

You know, it is well said that death is totally indiscriminate and keeps no calendar.  Young or old, it makes NO difference to death.!!!

The Word of God in Hebrews 9:27 says “It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,”

The Bible tells us that there are at least 4 things that will occur in every person’s life whether they like it or not.

The first of these things is physical death.

“It is appointed for men to die once..”

The second thing is that even IF you die an unbeliever, you will one day be forced to believe that Jesus Christ is truly the eternal Son of God……..;  AND that there is salvation in NO other Name.!!

Acts 4:12:-

"Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.''

The third thing that you will do one day after death as an unbeliever is bow your knee before Jesus Christ and you will publicly:-

“confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Philippians 2:9-11:-

9. “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 

10.  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 

11.  and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Final acknowledgement of Jesus Christ, - bowing down before Him and confessing that He is Lord is inevitable for the unbeliever.  It is not a matter of  “IF”, but  “WHEN”  and  “WHERE”  they will do it.!!

The FINAL thing awaiting every human being on earth is judgement.

Hebrews 9:27 says "It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgement ".

You know, at any given time in our lives we are just 1 heartbeat away from eternity.

What keeps us here in these mortal bodies.??

Just a small pump that we call a “heart”.   Plus God’s sovereign will, His grace and His Providential care.

Please understand that DEATH for EVERY human on earth will be either a case of:-

"Graduation to Glory" for the one who wisely believed in and trusted Jesus Christ PRIOR to physical death…….;

OR, "eternal incarceration in hell"  for those who rejected Him and chose to live for SELF, - and for this dying world.

Which will it be for YOU.?

Each human being decides their OWN eternal destiny while alive on earth.  It ultimately comes down to "What do YOU think about Jesus Christ". ? 

“WHO do you think that He is.?”

“And WHY do you suppose that He permitted Himself to be tortured by the Romans and to DIE on the cross.?”

Did He just want to die as a martyr or a revolutionary for a lost cause, - or could it be that He really did die for YOU as your substitute.??

……..So that through faith in Him you could be qualified for Heaven.??

……And at last – be reconciled back into a wonderful and meaningful relationship with GOD.??

While Faith in Jesus Christ as YOUR Saviour and faith in His redemptive work on the Cross assures you of eternal life with God…………;  On the other hand, rejection of Christ has appalling and eternal consequences.!!

The most eminent and reliable authority on the subject of death - in fact, the only absolute Authority, is the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  This is because He is singularly unique in His resurrection, - and HIS TOMB IS EMPTY.!!

Unlike ALL of the founders of other religions whose bones are still in their graves……..,  

The great and undeniable historical truth is that Christ's tomb is EMPTY.!!!

In this message, I would like you to see just how indiscriminate death really is.  AND, how very important it is that we settle the matter of our eternal destiny without delay and while there is STILL time.

And, having settled this matter, to then focus on completing the tasks that God has called you to do.

Let's now look at a man who DIDN’T do any of this:-

Let’s listen to the example that Jesus Himself gave about a rich, foolish FARMER.

We pick this story up in Luke 12:16-20:-

16.  “Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 

17.  "And he thought within himself, saying, `What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 

18.  "So he said, `I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 

19.  `And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.'' ' 

20.  "But God said to him, `You fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'”

Jesus made it clear that RICHES are NOT the most important thing in life.

Because of an exceptionally good crop, this farmer was faced with what appeared to him a very distressing problem.  He did not know what to do with all of the excess grain.!!  ALL of his barns and silos were crammed full to capacity.  This land-owner was embarrassed by riches.!!   

At no stage did he consider the possibility of utilising his bumper crops for the benefit of the poor and the needy.

Then, he had a brainstorm.  His problem was solved.!!   He decided in his greed to pull down his barns and build bigger ones.!!

18.  “So he said, `I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods`.”

 The thought that he could actually DIE in the meantime never occurred to him.!!

As soon as his new, large barns were built he felt sure that he could then retire and enjoy the rest of his life in luxury.!!  On the assurance of a large crop, this foolish man was ready to retire.  He thought that he "had it made.!!”

19.  `And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.''

BUT when he began to think of time as HIS, he CRASHED into GOD to his eternal ruin.!!

He had made several false and foolish assumptions.

He assumed that the SOUL could be easily satisfied with goods and material possessions.

It can’t.!!   It cries out for spiritual food.  It cries out to be reconciled to the God who created it.!!

He assumed that these goods would last for many, many, years.  And he assumed that he would LIVE long enough to enjoy them.!!   However, God told him that he would DIE that very night.!!

20.  "But God said to him, `You fool.!! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'

In Job 27:8 we read:-

“For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he may gain much, if God takes away his life?”
Another translation says this:-

{"For what is the hope of the godless when he is cut off.  When God requires his soul ?"}

The rich farmer had not counted on the abrupt summons that called him to face God.  It never occurred to him that he would be called to leave to others, the property, assets and goods that he had so carefully amassed.

You see, there are NO pockets in shrouds.  You can’t take even 1 grain of sand with you when you depart this life.!!

But God offers eternal life and spiritual riches beyond imagination to those who place their faith and trust in His son, Jesus Christ.!!   And these things you cannot lose.!!

I am reminded of the words:-

"He is NO fool to GIVE what he cannot keep to GAIN what he cannot LOSE."

Someone has defined a true fool as one whose plans END at the grave.!!

How short is our time on this earth.?? 

Well, God uses some interesting symbols to describe human life on earth.

a.
As grass.   (Psalm 90:5, 6; James 1:10; 1 Peter 1:24)

b.
A vapor.   (James. 4:14)

c.
A breath.   (Job 7:7)  “Remember that my life is but breath”
d.
Vanishing smoke.  (Psalm 102:3)

It has been remarked that many a man is in Hades today who meant to get saved at the 11th hour, but who died at 10:30.!! 

As Christians, we must make clear to ALL unbelievers the terrible danger of procrastination, for God has never promised to SAVE anyone tomorrow.!!   The Bible says that TODAY is the time for salvation.

What does a Christian “see” at the moment of death? 

One of the passages in the English translation which presents difficulties in interpretation is John 8:51, where our Lord says:-

“"Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.''”

This may be called, "The Christian's  'Thanatopsis".  

The word "Thanatopsis" comes from two Greek words which together mean "SEEING DEATH".  

In this passage our Lord presents the Christian's view of death.

The assertion in the Greek is very strong.  The idea is, "HE SHALL ABSOLUTELY NOT SEE DEATH".  

Then the statement is made stronger by the addition of a phrase which in other places in the New Testament is translated "FOREVER".  

Thus, "IF ANY MAN KEEPS MY WORD, HE SHALL ABSOLUTELY NOT SEE DEATH, NEVER".

This verse has puzzled some believers for a long time.  The KEY to the interpretation of the verse is found in the meaning of the word "see".  

There are 6 words in the Greek language which mean "to see".

The first refers simply to the act of physical sight.

In Matthew 12:22, we read:-

“Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and SAW.”

The second word refers to physical sight that is accompanied by mental discernment.  

1st John 1:1:-

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have SEEN with our eyes,...”

The third word means "to look upon, contemplate, view attentively", and is used, for instance, of a civilian watching a military parade. 

For example, the “which we have looked upon….”  stated in 1 John 1:1.

The fourth word means:-  "to scrutinise with the purpose of bringing about the betterment of the person so observed" 

Hebrews 2:6:-

“What is man that You are mindful of him….”

The FIFTH word means:-   "To fix one's eyes upon", metaphorically, "To fix one's mind upon as an example" 

Acts 3:4:-

“And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, "Look at us.'' ”

The SIXTH word is the one used in John 8:51.  It is used, primarily, NOT of an indifferent spectator, but of one who looks at a thing with interest and for a purpose.  It expresses a fixed contemplation and a careful observation of details.

John 8:51:-

“"Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.''”

Now, the death spoken of here is physical death, not spiritual death.

In the following verses the Jews speak of Abraham as being dead, and our Lord does NOT correct them by saying that He was speaking of spiritual death.

He therefore says that when a Christian is being put to sleep in Jesus, as he is dying, he will not look at death with interest and for a purpose.  He will be an indifferent spectator of death, for he will have his eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus Christ.!!!  

The terrors of that awful thing called death, are not experienced by the one who puts his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.!!!   His attention will NOT be focused on death, nor will he feel its bitterness.  

This is what Paul means in 1 Corinthians 15:55 when he says , "O death, where is your victory?  O death {Hades}, where is your sting?"    (Hosea 13:14)

Can YOU confidently say that, too.?

But those that go out of this life rejecting Jesus Christ, have before them ALL the terrors and fears of death.

We read in Hebrews 2:9 that Jesus Christ tasted death for every man.  That is, He NOT ONLY died, but He experienced ALL the terror and bitterness of death.

He did that in order that those who place their trust in Him as Saviour, will NOT experience the terror and bitterness of death at all.!!

Do you know that millions of Christians live in constant fear of death?  They become slaves to their fear and obsession with death!!

I want to read from Hebrews 2:14-15:-

14. “Since then the children {believers} share in flesh and blood, He Himself {Jesus Christ} likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might RENDER POWERLESS HIM WHO HAD THE POWER OF DEATH, THAT IS, THE DEVIL,

15. And might DELIVER THOSE WHO THROUGH FEAR OF DEATH WERE SUBJECT TO SLAVERY ALL THEIR LIVES.”

It was through Adam's SIN, brought about by the temptation of Satan, that death entered the world for the first time.  (Genesis 2:17; 3:19; Romans 5:12)

The defeat of Satan means the setting free of those he had held sway over, those who had been gripped by the fear of death.

Fear is an inhibiting and enslaving thing; and when people are gripped by the ultimate fear - the fear of death, they are in a cruel bondage. 

But one of the many wonderful things about the Christian Gospel is that it delivers men and women from this fear of death.  They have been saved and have the assurance of life eternal, - a life whose best lies beyond the grave.

Death should hold NO fear for the Christian who loves and obeys the Lord Jesus Christ.!!

DEATH IS LIKE GOING TO  SLEEP

Unlike the tragic case of unbelievers who find themselves in Hades immediately after physical death, a glorious change occurs concerning the state of believers who "fall asleep"  in Christ Jesus.

Note the following Scriptures:-

Acts 7:55, 59-60:-

55. “But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 

59.  And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.'' 

60.  Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin.'' And when he had said this, HE FELL ASLEEP.”

1st Corinthians 15:6:-

“After that He {Christ} was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen ASLEEP.”

Have you ever been so tired that you could hardly wait to fall into bed?  We all have, at one time or another.  What a wonderful feeling it is to lay your weary body down and close your eyes in sleep.!!  

The very word “sleep” has a pleasant, soothing quality about it.  And yet sleep is coupled in the Bible more than once with the one subject that humans dread most, - and which they leave out of their conversation as too upsetting to contemplate.   

That subject is "death".   We wince when we speak of it and wince when we hear it.

That is why we are greatly intrigued by the phrase the Apostle Paul employs, in speaking of the 500 witnesses who saw Jesus Christ after His Resurrection.  Writing about 25 years after this event, he says well over half of those people were still living, "but some have fallen asleep ".  

Why did Paul use this term, instead of plainly stating that they were dead?  

IS it because he hesitated to call a spade a spade, and therefore employed a euphemism to soften the ugly word?  

Not at all.!!!   He used the most appropriate term for this experience for the Christian, - in view of the reality of the resurrection of the body of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now when we sleep, although our bodily senses are shut off from the conscious contact with the world around us, our mind or soul is still very much active and alert.  

Scientists who have measured men's mental activity while sleeping have found that everyone has several dreams each night.

Some people even solve problems in their sleep and wake up in the morning understanding more about some perplexing situation than when they went to bed.!!

When you sleep,  the real YOU is still there, even though your body is "dead to the world". 

In using this term for death that denotes natural sleep, Paul intends us to understand that the resurrection pertains to the body and NOT the soul, for it is the body ONLY that falls asleep in death;  The SOUL retains consciousness.  

There is NO such thing as, SOUL SLEEP.  Yet many mistakenly believe that at physical death their soul sleeps in the grave awaiting resurrection.  This is totally contrary to what the Word of God teaches.!!

I find it interesting that Scripture never says of the Lord Jesus Christ that HE "fell asleep", but that He "died ".

Ist Corinthians 15:3:-

“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ DIED for our sins according to the Scriptures,”

YET, referring to those who die with faith in Christ, it says that they fall ASLEEP.  

Although Scripture tells us in 1st Corinthians 15.20 that the LORD is “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep”, it does not say that He Himself fell asleep.!!  

Now, why is this?   

I believe that God in His Omniscience, foreseeing that there would be much doubt concerning the reality of Christ's death, inspired the Biblical writers to use the most careful phraseology here. 

The Moslems, for instance, claim that Jesus did not actually die; - and many rationalists have tried desperately to prove the same thing.

Just imagine how much stronger their case would be IF Scripture had said that the Lord Jesus fell asleep during the 3 days that He was in the grave.  

No, this term commonly used of Christian death was never applied to the death of Jesus Christ.!!!   

The Lord never at any time predicted that He Himself would fall asleep for 3 days and then wake up and simply push away the huge stone and walk out of the tomb.!!!

It is remarkable and beautiful to note that the New Testament scarcely ever employs the term dying and death to denote the separation of the body and spirit.    (in the case of a Christian)

It keeps those grim words for which is death in reality - the separation of the soul of the unbeliever from God FOREVER.

This is called the “Second death”.

This is spiritual death and is the lot of all those who have rejected the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Even when the circumstances of leaving this earth are painful and violent, the Bible STILL employs the term "falling asleep"  as far as Christians are concerned.

Is it not striking that the first Christian martyr, Stephen, kneeling outside the city, bruised and seriously injured by stones and dying a bloody death, should have been said to fall asleep.?  

If ever there was an instance in which the gentle metaphor of "falling asleep" seemed inappropriate, it was Stephen's cruel death, amid a howling, fanatical mob who pelted him to death with rocks.   But yet, according to Acts 7:60:-

“Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin.'' And when he had said this, he FELL ASLEEP.”

If that be TRUE of such a cruel and horrible death, such as Stephen's, then NO physical pains or suffering of any kind make the gentle words of "falling asleep"  inappropriate for anyone.

OUR AWAKENING FROM THE SLEEP OF DEATH

A family moved into a home in the country, and shortly afterward heard that it was supposed to have a haunted room.  The father, determined to put a stop to the superstition, said that he would sleep in that so-called haunted room.  He did so, and the next morning he came down smiling.  

"There", he said, "I told you.!!  There is absolutely nothing to be afraid of there".  

"Oh Daddy", sighed his little daughter in relief, "I was afraid you would never wake up!"
Jesus Christ slept in that haunted room for ALL of us and He emerged from it on Easter morning to show believers that there was absolutely nothing to fear from death.!!

A young Christian wife, after a long and painful illness, which she bore with great courage and patience, thus fell asleep in death.  Just before she closed her eyes in death, she turned to her husband and said:-

"The name death ought to be abolished.  It is like going away for a holiday to a beautiful place, to meet beautiful people.  I only wish you were going, too".

That is what death should be for the Christian.  A quiet lying down in peace to sleep, in the joyous confidence and assurance of a bright and wonderful awakening.

It is simply transferring from one body to another.   

Death therefore may be seen as an instant transfer from one body to another, and from one place to another.

Do you realise that we have NO proof of immortality apart from the open, empty  tomb of the Lord Jesus Christ.??  

No heathen hope, NOR philosophical argument will stand up, or will persuade anybody who is committed to materialism, that it is absolutely certain the dead will rise………..;

Nothing that is but the irrefutable fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.!!  

Praise God, He rose.!!!  -  therefore death is NOT the END of individual existence.  

He rose.!!!  -  therefore life beyond death is certain for ALL humanity.

Our belief in the resurrection of all humanity stands on a solid rock and not on sand.  

It is based, NOT on mere hope and logical deduction………; It is solidly based on the historical, indisputable fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.!!

Our belief is also based on the proclamation of Jesus Christ, who earned through His resurrection the right to be trusted in what He said about US, and in what was going to happen to US.

Some may say, “But in Genesis 3:19 don’t we read:-
“In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”

What part of man was taken from the ground.?   It was not his soul, but his body.!!  

We may infer from this verse that only so much of man as was "dust", and taken out of "the ground", was doomed to return to dust again.  

But the "breath of life", breathed into Adam by his Creator, was NOT "dust" NOR taken out of "the ground".  It was therefore, NOT doomed to return to dust with the body at death.

Death, then is the separating of the spirit or soul of man, from his BODY.

The Word of God clearly teaches that the spirit of man returns to God who gave it.  We see this in Ecclesiastes 12:7 and also, in Acts 7:59 which says:-

“And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.''”
Jesus Himself said a similar thing in Luke 23:46:-

“And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, `into Your hands I commend My spirit.' '' And having said this, He breathed His last.”

Jesus Christ clearly warned His disciples in Matthew 10:28:-

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

The Greek word translated "destroy" does not mean to annihilate the soul and body but implies rather:-

"A resultant state of ruination, - a being undone, - a state of utter wretchedness and misery."

This is the greatest loss of all – eternal separation from God, from Christ, and from all hope.

The Christian does not fear death as the end of everything, because he knows that, though his BODY sleeps in the dust of the earth, his SOUL goes to be with God immediately after physical death.

Please remember that you don’t HAVE a soul, YOU ARE the soul.!!

Let's look at Genesis 2:7 again:-

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being {Spirit}.”

Man's body was moulded from the dust of the ground, while his spirit came from the very "breath" of God.!!

Man is literally a creature of TWO worlds; - both earth and Heaven can claim him.!!

The first step was exceedingly important, - but the moistened dust was far from being a man until the second miracle was complete.

God communicated His own LIFE to that inert mass of substance He had previously created and moulded into the form of MAN.

God's divine breath permeated the lifeless, moulded form of man and transformed it into a living being.!!!

That strange but marvellous combination of dust and deity produced a wonderful creation made in God's own IMAGE.

As a living being, man was destined to reveal some of the qualities of the Giver of Life.

This is not to suggest that man bore any physical resemblance to God who is Spirit.  

RATHER, he was made like God in spiritual powers to think logically and rationally, to communicate with others and with God Himself, and to discern between good and evil.

In Longfellow's poem, "A Psalm of Life", he affirmed his faith in these memorable lines:-

Life is real!  Life is earnest!

And the grave is not its goal;

Dust thou art, to dust returnest,

Was not spoken of the soul.!!

Let us NEVER forget that, while the body is a jewel case that must be kept in serviceable condition, the TRUE treasure is the SOUL within.  It is a poor sense of values indeed that cares more for the case than for the jewel inside.

Always remember, that you do not have a SOUL, YOU ARE THE SOUL.!!!!

And one day you must stand before the Lord Jesus Christ as His accepted and redeemed child…….; 

OR, as one who has rejected His free pardon and salvation.

At that time He will either be your Heavenly Father, or your Judge.

It ALL depends on YOUR decision about Jesus Christ NOW while you still live in your mortal body.

There is absolutely NO second chance for salvation after you depart this life in death having rejected Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour.!!

Reincarnation is the Devil’s own lie.!!

Men are often so short-sighted where their eternal destiny is concerned.  

They will lay long-range plans, and make all sorts of sacrifices, to secure an education and further their careers for the few brief years they are here on earth;…….., 

BUT for the eternity of conscious existence that will be theirs hereafter, most of them make NO adequate provision at all.!!

But IF you are a Christian, then you have already settled the issue of where you will spend eternity.  Heaven awaits you.!!   You can enjoy life knowing that death is nothing more than your servant.  A servant that ushers you into the very gates of Heaven into the Presence of our Saviour.!!

You should NOT fear death.  Death for you will be Graduation Day and your promotion to glory.

In God’s Word, in Psalm 116:15 we read, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”
Why do you think that a Child of God’s death is precious to the Father?

If physical death was truly the absolute cessation of our existence, then how on earth could a Christian’s death be “precious” to a loving God and Father? 

What sort of a morbid, cruel  and callous God would He be to consider our death as “precious” if there was NO life after death?

NO, our death is precious to Him because He yearns for us to be with Him in Heaven.

He yearns to shower us with the extravagance and beauty of Heaven.  He waits eagerly to welcome us into our true home where our Lord is, where our inheritance is, and where our eternal citizenship is.

If you are a Christian, then death for you is your boarding call to glory.!!

JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

2nd Corinthians 5:10:

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad”.
You know, every unsaved person secretly fears the judgment of God.  Some fear Him so much that they remain bitterly angry toward Him all their lives.  

Most people believe that there is a single judgment, wherein all mankind, saved and unsaved alike, will be judged in order to have their eternal destinies determined.  

Indeed, many saved people also believe this.  

However, the Bible describes no such judgment.  

Rather, the Scriptures delineate at least 7 separate judgments, but only 1 we shall study in some detail in this message.

This fear of the judgment of God motivates the unsaved in one of two ways.  

Either they stay far from church in order to avoid hearing about the judgment of God…………, 

OR, they go to church in the hope of having that judgment SOFTENED somehow by their attendance.  

Churches that preach and teach the doctrine of salvation by grace apart from any works tend to draw the unsaved with the good news of the gospel.  

However, churches that preach and teach salvation by good works scare people away from God and make them even more fearful.  

It is important to understand which of the 7 judgments apply to which persons or groups of persons if one is to be an effective witness to the Unsaved, - or teacher to the saved.

The 7 judgments stated in the Word of God are:-

1.  The Judgment of the Cross    

2.  The Believer's Self-Judgment

3.  The Judgment Seat of Christ

4.  Gentiles Judged at the Second Coming of Christ

5.  Israel Judged at the Second Coming of Christ

6.  Angels judged following the Millennium

7.  The Judgment of the Unsaved Dead   (Great White Throne Judgment).

(Note that there is to be no judgment of one Christian by another!)

In this message, we will look at Judgement No. 3, the Judgement Seat of Christ.

This “judgment seat” must not be confused with the Great White Throne judgment from which Christ will judge the unsaved. (Revelation 20:11-15). 

Remember, that the resurrection and translation at the rapture of the Church applies only to Christians.  

So also does the ensuing judgment, the Judgment Seat of Christ, or "Bema," apply only to those who are Christians.

Whether this judgment occurs in the air immediately prior to our ascent into heaven, or whether it occurs once we get to heaven is unclear.   

However, it is the first event scheduled for the Church Age saints once the Church Age  ends.  

We know that it occurs at the beginning of our eternal estate because of the following Scriptures:-

1st Corinthians 4:5:-

“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts; and then each one's praise will come from God.”       

2nd Timothy 4:8:- 

“Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” 

Revelation 22:12:-

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his WORK.”  

While we know that this judgement of the believers' works  occurs at the beginning of our eternal estate, we don’t know how long a time is occupied by this judgment.  With God, ALL things are possible.  It may very well be that it will occur instantaneously, or, it may also be a grand event that unfolds with a great sense of drama.  

In either case, the issue is NOT the salvation of the believer, but his works, - the things done in the body for the sake of Christ and in His Name.  

The result of this judgment will be either reward or the loss of reward.  

A.
LET’S FIRSTLY CONSIDER THE MEANING OF THE BEMA JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

The Greek word bema  (translated “judgment seat” in the King James Version) was a familiar term to the people of Paul’s day. 

Dr. Lehman Strauss writes:-

“In the large Olympic arenas, there was an elevated seat on which the judge of the contest sat.  After the contests were over, the successful competitors would assemble before the bema to receive their rewards or crowns. 

The bema was NOT a judicial bench where someone was condemned; it was a reward seat. 

Likewise, the Judgment Seat of Christ is not a judicial bench…the Christian life is a race, and the divine umpire is watching every contestant. 

After the church has run her course, He will gather every member before the bema for the purpose of examining each one and giving the proper reward to each.” 

We’ve looked at the MEANING of the Bema judgement – let’s now look at:-

B.
THE FACT OF THE BEMA JUDGEMENT 

Many New Testament verses speak of this.

Romans 14:10-12:-

10.  “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

11.  For it is written: "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.'' 

12.  So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.”

1st Corinthians 3:13:-

“each one's work will become manifest; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is.”

2nd Corinthians 5:10:-

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” {worthless}

C.
  THE PURPOSE OF THE BEMA JUDGEMENT

1.
Negative considerations.

The purpose of the bema judgment is not to determine whether a particular individual enters heaven or not, for every man’s eternal destiny is already determined before he leaves this life.

The purpose of the bema judgment is not to punish believers for sins committed either before or after their salvation.  The Scriptures are very clear that no child of God will have to answer for his sins after this life.

Isaiah 38:17:-

“Indeed it was for my own peace that I had great bitterness; but You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, for You have cast all my sins behind Your back.”

Isaiah 44:22:-

“I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, and like a cloud, your sins…….” 

1st John 1:7:-

“…….the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

2.
Positive considerations. 

What then is the PURPOSE of the bema judgment? 

It is easily understood that every Christian has a ministry, and that everyone's ministry revolves around the ministry of reconciliation.  That is, as Christians, we are all left on this earth for a particular reason, to be ambassadors for Jesus Christ.  

The Judgment Seat of Christ determines how well one has performed his or her own particular ministry in this life.  

It is not about how good we have been, but how steadfast and faithful we have been in our ministries.

The reward one receives at the Judgment Seat of Christ is based upon the measure of our fulfilment of our role as an ambassador for Christ.  

That being so, we ought to seek to understand what that role entails.  

It is simple, really.  

Paul told the church at Corinth that we have been given the “ministry of reconciliation.”  That is, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, NOT imputing their trespasses to them.  

Our responsibility in this life revolves around the message of the cross.  

It entails our telling others about the saving grace of God, pleading with them to be reconciled to God, not through any goodness on their parts, but on the basis of the work of Jesus Christ on their behalf at Calvary.  

The Judgment Seat of Christ does not deal with the SINS of the believer, NOR with his salvation, but with his work, his own ministry.

Some will say, "But I'm not confident enough in my knowledge of the Scriptures to witness to other people."   

Why not?  What did Paul say to Timothy? 

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”   (2 Timothy 2:15)

Others may say, "But I don't have time to study like that."  

Really?   

What a dangerous statement.  It won't land you in hell, but it will certainly cost you a measure of reward.

Others will say, "I'm too shy to talk to other people about Jesus."  

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews said:-

“Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.”    (Hebrews 10:35)

The bottom line is that Satan will give us 9 million excuses for not fulfilling our ministries, but when we stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ, the single issue will be:-

"What have you done with the talents I gave you?"  

Now, it’s important to understand that there are many types and forms of ministry.  Not everyone is a Billy Graham or a Billy Sunday.  Not everyone is Charles Stanley.  

Not everyone writes with the clarity of a John Walvoord or a Dwight Pentecost. 

Relatively few Christians have the theological understanding of Cyrus Scofield, or the drive of Lewis Sperry Chafer.  

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Holy Spirit who empowers these gifts  – who makes them work if we are willing to use them.!!

We are not responsible to fulfil the ministries of other men, but only our own.  

Every Christian receives spiritual gifts whereby they may fulfil their ministry.  And every Christian is responsible to exercise and use those gifts for the furtherance of the gospel in this life.  

Some have the gift of teaching.  By preparing others and equipping them for their own ministries, he shares in their ministries and their rewards.  But he ought to be careful what he teaches, lest his students are fruitless themselves. (See James 3:1).  

Others have gifts of administration, which they use to make the outreach of the church more fruitfully efficient.

Still others have the gift of giving, whose work is to provide the resources to the church to make the corporate work of the whole assembly possible.  

Others have the gift of helps whose work is to always be there to help someone in need, - to freely give of their time and energies to help others.

Yet again, others have the office of pastor, whose job is to be the Lord’s under-shepherd to the flock he oversees, - to ensure that each member is prepared and equipped to utilize their own gifts to the fullest.  

To Timothy, Paul wrote:-

2nd Timothy 4:5:-  

"But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry." 

Based upon what we know of the Judgment Seat of Christ, Paul might have written that to every Christian, for we have all been given the ministry of reconciliation.

It should be pointed out that the exhortation to study is among the most important instructions to the Christian.   

In 1st Corinthians 4:2 Paul says that all Christians should conduct themselves as faithful stewards of God:-

1st Corinthians 4:2

“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.”

The Apostle Peter later writes in a similar way:-

1st Peter 4:10:-

“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

In the New Testament world, a steward was the manager of a large household or estate.  He was appointed by the owner and was entrusted to keep the estate running smoothly.  He had the power to hire and fire and to spend and save, being answerable to the owner alone. 

His only concern was that periodic meeting with his master, at which time he was required to account for the condition of the estate up to that point.

With this background in mind, it may be said that someday at the bema judgment all stewards will stand before their Lord and Master and be required to give an account of the way they have used their privileges and responsibilities from the moment of their conversion.

In conclusion, it can be seen that:-

In the past, God dealt with us as sinners (Romans 5:6-8; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Ephesians 2:1-3).

In the present, God deals with us as sons (Romans 8:14; Hebrews 12:5-11; 1 John 3:1, 2).

In the future, God will deal with us (at the bema) as stewards.

D.
THE MATERIALS TO BE TESTED AT THE BEMA JUDGEMENT 

In 1st Corinthians 3:11 the Apostle Paul explains the glorious fact that at the moment of salvation a repenting sinner is firmly placed on the foundation of the death,   burial,   resurrection,   ascension and return of Christ Himself. 

1st Corinthians 3:11:-

“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

The Christian’s continuing instruction AFTER his salvation is to rise up and build upon this wonderful foundation. 

The Apostle Paul says:-

1st Corinthians 3:10b, 12-13:-

10b. “But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 

12.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13.  each one's work will become manifest; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is.”

(AA)   Negative considerations. 

It should be noted immediately that this passage does NOT teach the false doctrine known as purgatory, for it is the believer’s works and NOT the believer himself that will be subjected to the fires.

(BB)     Positive considerations. 

From these verses it is apparent that God classifies the works of believers into one of the following SIX areas:-

gold,     silver,     precious stones,     wood,     hay,     stubble. 

There has been much speculation about the kinds of work down here that will constitute gold or silver up there.  But it seems more appropriate to note that the 6 objects can be readily placed into 2 categories:-

Those indestructible and worthy objects which will survive and thrive in the fires.  These are the gold, silver, and precious stones.

AND, those destructible and worthless objects which will be totally consumed in the fires.  These are the wood, hay, and stubble.

In the Book of the Revelation, part of John’s description of Christ was that His eyes were like “a flame of fire;”
These are the eyes that are going to scrutinise the believer’s works.

Not only will our works be tested, but also, our MOTIVES for serving the Lord will be scrutinised.

Were our motives in serving God in some way in the church purely for self, and praise from others?  Or, were our motives only for the glory of Christ?

Were our motives simply to faithfully serve God and to please Him, or were they to please ourselves and others.  Were we searching for praise from men, or was the glory of Christ our objective?

Did we really try to build on that foundation which is Christ?

Did we have a burden for lost souls who were without Christ and without hope?

Did we try to live our lives empowered by the Holy Spirit and allow Christ to manifest Himself through our lives?

Did we try to encourage, build up and support our brothers and sisters in Christ when they needed it?

Did anything in our lives truly make a difference in the lives of both unbelievers and believers?

OR, were our works built entirely on the secular wisdom of this world, and on our own self efforts for our own selfish ends and motives?

The Word of God says that ALL works done with selfish motives and in the energy of the flesh will be burned.

A believer has to be in fellowship with the Father and controlled by the Holy Spirit in order to produce works that are acceptable.

This means that any work done while one still has unconfessed sin in their lives will come under the category of “wood, hay and stubble” and be burned.

This fact emphasizes the importance of regular confession of sin directly to the Father as soon as it is discovered.!!

Only that work done while filled and controlled by God the Holy Spirit will survive the test by fire.  And only those works which were done  with pure motives and in the power of the Holy Spirit will bring rewards.

What is the reward?  Do you know what I think is a part of the reward? 

When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians he said something very interesting in 1st Thessalonians 2:19-20:-

19.  “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 

20.  For you are our glory and joy.”

I think that a great part of our reward is simply JOY, - joy over having spent our life in a way that counts.  

Joy at seeing some of the results of God’s work accomplished through us.  Joy at knowing that in some way we have pleased our Lord and Saviour and brought glory to His Name.

Did you ever watch a winning team at the end of a game?   Do you notice what they do?   Why, they go crazy.!! 

Grown men jump on each other's backs; they pound one another, and hug one another, and even kiss one another.  They jump up and down like little kids in a candy store. 

Why? 

They are filled with joy because the efforts they put forth produced results; - it was immensely satisfying to them.  That was their reward.  That was the END result of their hard work for the team, and for the coach.

The “team” is every other believer in Jesus Christ, and the “coach” is the Head of the church, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.!!

Did you ever watch the losing team? 

They slink off; there is no jumping around and slapping one another on the back. - No.   Sadness and gloom prevail; they are ashamed because ALL their efforts were fruitless and to no avail.  It was all wasted effort.  It all went up in smoke.!!

Now, ALL of us shall have some of both in our lives.  

But while we can’t change the past, we still can do a lot toward the FUTURE.  

Now, I hope that no-one here is becoming despondent, or gloomy?  There is nobody who is a Christian who will not have some degree of gold, silver and precious stones because God guarantees it by having come into our lives as Christians. 

In Mark 9:41, Jesus said:-

“For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

Even the smallest kindness by one believer to another, done in Christ’s Name, will have its reward.

But there can also be a lot of wood, hay and stubble too, built upon the philosophy of the flesh and the secular wisdom of this world, - instead of being built on the wisdom of GOD energised BY the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Though it is not always clear cut as to just what goes to make up a “golden work” or a “stubble work,” we are nevertheless  informed of certain general areas in which God is particularly interested in our performance.

For example, there are 12 main areas in which God watches our performance.

These are:-

1.)
How we treat other believers.

Hebrews 6:10:-

“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.”

Matthew 10:41-42:-

41.  “He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 

42.  And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.”

2.)
 How we exercise our authority over others.

Hebrews 13:17:-

“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief,…………………………… ”

James 3:1:-

“Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.” 

3.)
  How we employ our God-given abilities.

2nd Timothy 1:6:-

“Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you…………….”

1st Corinthians 12:4, 11:-

4. “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

11. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.”

1st Peter 4:10:-

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 

To these verses can be added the overall teaching of Jesus’ parables of the ten pounds (Luke 19:11-26), and the eight talents (Matthew 25:14-29).

4.)
How we use our money.

1st Timothy 6:17-19:-

17.  “Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 

18.  Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 

19.  storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”

2nd Corinthians 9:6-7:-

6.  “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

7.  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

1st Corinthians 16:2:-

“On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper………….”

5.)   How much we suffer for Jesus.

Matthew 5:11-12:-

11.  “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 

12.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

1st Peter 4:12-13:-

12.  “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 

13.  but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.”

Mark 10:29-30:-

29.  “So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, 

30.  "who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions and in the age to come, eternal life".”

2nd Corinthians 4:17:-

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,”

Romans 8:18:-

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”

6.)  
How we spend our time.

Ephesians 5:15-16:-

15.  “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

16.  redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”

1st Peter 1:17:-

“And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your sojourning here in fear;”
Psalm 90:12:-

“So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom.”

7.)
 How we run that particular race which God has chosen for us.

1st Corinthians 9:24:-

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.”     

Philippians 3:13-14:-

13.  “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

14.  I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”   

Hebrews 12:1:-

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,”

8.)
How effectively we control the old sin nature.

1st Corinthians 9:25-27:-

25.  “And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 

26.  Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 

27.  But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.”

9.)
How many souls we witness to and win to Christ.

1st Thessalonians 2:19-20:-

19.  “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 

20.  For you are our glory and joy.”

Daniel 12:3:-

“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.”

10.)
How we react to temptations, suffering and testings through trials.

James 1:2-3:-

2.  “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

3.  knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.”

Revelation 2:10:-

“Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

11.)
How much the doctrine of the Rapture means to us.

2nd Timothy 4:8:-

“Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

12.)
How faithful we are to the Word of God and to the flock of God.  (Pastors & Elders)

1st Peter 5:2-4:-

2.  “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by constraint but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 

3.  nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 

4.  and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.”

2nd Timothy 4:1-2:-

1.  “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 

2.  Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.”

E.
THE RESULTS OF THE BEMA JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

1.) 
Some will receive rewards.

1st Corinthians 3:14:-

“If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.”

The Bible mentions at least five possible rewards.  These have already been described briefly in some of the verses that we have just looked at.

The rewards include:-

1.
The incorruptible crown—given to those who master the old nature (1 Corinthians 9:25-27).

2.
The crown of rejoicing—given to soul-winners (Proverbs 11:30; Daniel 12:3; 1st Thessalonians 2:19, 20).

3.
The crown of life—given to those who successfully endure temptation (James 1:2, 3; Revelation 2:10).

4.
The crown of righteousness—given to those who especially love the doctrine of the rapture (2nd Timothy 4:8).

5.
The crown of glory—given to faithful preachers and teachers (Acts 20:26-28; 2nd Timothy 4:1, 2; 1 Peter 5:2-4).

It has been suggested that these “crowns” will actually be talents and abilities with which to glorify Christ.  Thus, the greater the reward, the greater the ability!

2.)
It saddens the Father that some will suffer LOSS.

1st Corinthians 3:15:-

“If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”

As mentioned previously, it is sad that many will suffer the loss of reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

Note that the Bible does not say that we will enjoy the loss of this reward.  Even though this judgment takes place in heaven, there will be some shame.  

Imagine the deep shame of standing before Christ, who died for us, and having NO works that will pass through the fires of His judgment.!!  

We shall still be saved.  Our eternal estates will still be heaven and NOT hell, but in that moment of judgment, there will be anguish and sorrow.   

We shall see the heaps of gold, silver and precious stones that were reserved for us, which we shall not receive.  

We shall review the many opportunities that God gave us to serve Him in this life, and see our failure to do so.  

Those souls to whom we ought to have ministered and did not will be the witness against us.  These were to be saved through our ministry, but we shirked the issue of our responsibility.

They will be saved anyway, for their salvation does NOT depend upon us but upon God, who simply used someone else to minister to them.   

But the reward that would have been ours will go to someone else, and we will know assuredly that we ought to have done our jobs while we were on the earth.

The KEY to the Christian walk and responsibility lies in having as the goal of our lives to hear our Lord and Saviour say:-

"Well done, good and faithful servant."  

Martha Snell Nicholson has put it in this little poem with which I close: 

When I stand at the judgment seat of Christ 

And He shows me His plan for me, 

The plan of my life as it might have been 

Had He had His way, and I see 

How I blocked Him here, and I checked Him there, 

And I would not yield my will

Will there be grief in my Saviour's eyes, 

Grief, though He loves me still? 

He would have me rich, and I stand there poor, 

Stripped of all but His grace, 

While memory runs like a hunted thing 

Down the paths I cannot retrace. 

Then my desolate heart will well-nigh break 

With the tears that I cannot shed; 

I shall cover my face with my empty hands, 

I shall bow my uncrowned head... 

Lord of the years that are left to me, 

I give them to Thy hand; 

Take me and break me, mould me 

To the pattern Thou hast planned!

DON’T GET SUCKED INTO SATAN’S WORLD SYSTEM

1st John 2:15-16:-

15.  “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16.  For all that is in the world the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the Father but is of the world.” 

John has told us previously that IF we walk in sin’s darkness, and claim to be in fellowship with God, we are lying. 

(1st John 1:6). 

John said that he was writing these things of 1st John to us that our joy may be full.

John’s epistle has also reminded us to exercise love—the right kind of love.!! (1st John 2:7-11)

Now it warns us that there is a WRONG kind of love, - a love that God hates. 

This is love for what the Bible calls “the WORLD.”
Now, there are four primary reasons why Christians should not love “the world.”
The 1st reason that we shouldn’t love the world is because of what the world IS.!!

But we must be careful to reflect here.

The New Testament word WORLD has at least THREE different meanings. 

It sometimes means the PHYSICAL world, the EARTH: 

Acts 17:24:-

“God, who made the world {our planet} and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.”

There is nothing wrong with that world. 

There is nothing wrong with loving the physical world.  God has given us the world of trees and mountains, of skies and seas.  God Himself created this world.!!

The New Testament word “WORLD” can also means the HUMAN world, MANKIND.  We know it is NOT wrong to love that world because God Himself loves it. 

That most famous of all Scripture texts says so:-

John 3:16:-

“For God so loved the world {humanity} that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

That is the world of humanity, the world of people. 

"We Are The World,"  says the popular hit 80’s song. 

Sometimes these TWO ideas appear together:-

John 1:10:-

“He {Jesus} was in the world, and the world {earth} was made through Him, and the world {mankind} did not know Him.”     

But the warning, “Do not love the world”  is NOT about the world of nature or the world of men. 

Christians ought to appreciate the beauty and usefulness of the planet earth God has made.  And Christians certainly ought to love the world of humanity — not only their friends, but even their enemies.

So, what  “WORLD”  is the apostle John warning us not to love?

This “WORLD” named here as our enemy is an invisible, spiritual system opposed to God and Christ.

The “WORLD,” that John is warning us against, is Satan’s system for opposing the work of Christ on earth.  It is the very opposite of what is godly, holy and spiritual. 

1st John 5:19:-

“We know that we are of God, and the whole world {around us} lies under the sway of the wicked one.”

Jesus called Satan the “ruler of this world” in John 12:31. 

Satan has an organization of evil spirits working with him and influencing the affairs of “this world.” (Ephesians 6:11-12)

Just as the Holy Spirit uses people to accomplish God’s will on earth, so Satan uses people to fulfil his evil purposes. 

Unsaved people, whether they realize it or not, are energized by SATAN:-

This is made clear in various passages of Scripture, among them being:-

Ephesians 2:2:-

“in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, {Satan} the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,” {the unsaved}

Unsaved people belong to “this world.” 

Jesus calls them “the sons of this world”  in Luke 16:8. 

The realization that this world system is wholly EVIL is impossible for fallen man to comprehend apart from the Scriptures and the teaching and illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

When Jesus was here on earth, the people of “this world” did not understand Him, - nor do they now understand those of us who trust Him. 

1st John 3:1:- 

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!  Therefore the world {mankind} does not know us, because it did not know Him.”

A Christian is a member of the HUMAN world, and he lives in the PHYSICAL world, but he does NOT belong to the SPIRITUAL world that is Satan’s system for opposing God. 

John 15:18-19:-

18.  “If the world {Satan’s system} hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.

19. If you were of the world, {Satan’s system} the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world {Satan’s system} hates you.”

Our Lord said that the world would hate us because it hated Him, and John says this is the world we must not love.  We must not love that which hates Christ. 

The world hated Him because He constantly challenged its basic philosophy.  He was in continual protest against that to which the world was irrevocably committed.  Jesus challenged that concept wherever He went and whenever He spoke. 

Because He thrust so decisively against this, He was hated and men banded together to put Him to death.  It was this philosophy which was ultimately responsible for nailing the Son of God to a bloody cross. 

Think about that for a moment -- this philosophy that says the only important thing is THIS life -- think how widespread that is today.  

Are we not constantly exposed to this false idea?  Does it not subtly penetrate everything we touch today?  We see it underlying all of life.  

It makes its appeal in every magazine.  It is blazoned on every billboard.  It is shouted abroad by radio and television, every time we turn a dial. 

It can be summed up by saying:-

"There is nothing better, there is nothing higher, there is nothing more precious than what this earth can give you:-

Its money, its pleasures, its fame.  You had best eat, drink, and be merry, for there is NO nobler life than that." 

Now, John says do NOT love that idea, do NOT love that philosophy, - do NOT think it important.  Be careful that you do not give yourself to that false way of thinking.  Don’t get sucked in.!!

“The WORLD,” that John is talking about then, is not a natural habitat for a believer. 

The believer’s citizenship is in heaven, and ALL his effective resources for living on earth come from his Father in heaven.

Philippians 4:19:-

“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

I guess that we could liken a believer somewhat to a scuba diver.  The water is not man’s natural habitat, for he is not equipped for life IN, or, under it.  When a scuba diver goes under, he has to take special equipment WITH him so that he can breathe.

Were it not for the Holy Spirit indwelling believers, and the spiritual resources we have in prayer, Christian fellowship, and the Word of God, we could never “make it” here on earth. 

"Well," you might say, "This Satanic system that controls fallen humanity  pervades everything around us, where does the battle begin?" 

The answer is: with "the things that are in the world."   There is where we must fight this battle. 

It is not enough to say, “do not love the world”.  It must be brought down to specifics.  It must be reduced to that with which we actually come into contact with. 

So, John adds, “Do not love the world OR THE THINGS IN THE WORLD” -  and he defines these. 

He gives a list of them and says, "these are not of the Father but are of the WORLD." 

THAT is what is wrong.

The world tries to buy our love with the multitude of things that it has to seduce us with.  Cars,  homes,  gadgets, and the status that goes with them all can really make our hearts feel at home in the world.

What that world wants from us in return is our LOVE, as expressed in time,  attention,  and  expense. 

It strives desperately to divert our attention away from God and away from Heavenly things.  We are encouraged and persuaded to give our time, attention, and money to the things of this world instead of the things of God.  

This world VIES for the love and attention that we should direct toward our Heavenly Father.

Several years ago there was a movie entitled "Fatal Attraction"  in which a man finds himself attracted to another woman.  Instead of ignoring this woman, he yields to this temptation, no doubt thinking that it will only be a brief encounter.  Instead, he finds himself trapped in an  adulterous affair that threatens to destroy his entire life.!! 

John says that this world is a Christian’s "Fatal Attraction".

Why is it that we are attracted to the very things which can destroy us?   Is it because they appeal to our egos?   Is it because we like to take risks?   Is it because we like dangerous excitement?   Is it because we’re just plain dumb?

Whatever it is, it is true that we are attracted to things that can destroy us.  I suppose that we think that the thrill is worth it.  How else can you explain bungee jumping otherwise? 

Unfortunately, Christians are attracted to the world and worldliness in much the same way.  

This is why we have this command NOT to love the world, nor the things in the world.  It is there not to inhibit our fun-loving, adventurous spirit, but to save us from a world of grief and misery.  This command is there because God does not want us to ruin our lives and not fulfil our potential.

This is a very clear negative command.  “Do not love the world or the things IN the world”. 

It is in the negative.  But we should consider it as a positive negative. 

It is a negative command that produces a very positive result. – if we obey it.!!  It saves us from the devastating consequences of our infatuation with this godless world system. 

You see, we are tempted to believe that we can carry on an affair with the world and still follow Jesus Christ. 

“We can love the world and love God too, can’t we?”

Well, the straightforward answer to that question is an emphatic NO.!!  John tells us that love for this Satanic world system and love for God are mutually exclusive.

Jesus made this very clear, too:-

Matthew 6:24:-

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other…….”   

Jesus taught that materialism and love for the things of this world will enslave the HEART - the MIND and the WILL. 

It is so easy to become shackled by the material things of life, - when we OUGHT to be liberated and controlled by the Spirit of God.

You cannot walk in two directions at the same time, - though some try.

But there is another and more serious reason why Christians must NOT love the world, nor the things in the world.

It is because of what the world DOES to us.!!

John continues to say in verse 15:-

“If anyone loves the world, the love of  {for} the Father is not in him.” 

This phrase begins the first of three reasons why we should NOT love the world.  

An absolute God cannot fellowship with a Christian who loves the world.

The word “IF” [in the Greek]  indicates that some Christians WILL love the world.  They don’t truly love God, for they love something else.

We need to know something about God before we can love Him……….;   And we grow to love Him through studying His Word and having fellowship with Him in prayer on a regular basis.

If anyone habitually loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him as a vital constraining force any more.  This person may love the Father but he no longer enjoys the Father’s love in his heart.  “Things” of the world have crowded out the loving manifestations of the Father.

If we are in love with this Satanic world system and the things in it, we will NOT appreciate, nor crave for the love of the Father.  - It will not appeal to us.

Mark this well:-

Anything in a Christian’s life that causes him to lose his enjoyment of the Father’s love, or his desire to DO the Father’s will is worldly and must be avoided at all costs. 

In concluding verse 15, - some time ago a book was written on church life called, "The Frog In The Kettle."   It was an interesting title designed to call to mind how it is SO easy for the Christian to gradually drift into trouble.  

Perhaps you could subtitle the book as "How To Boil A Frog."

The way to boil a frog is NOT to put him in a pot of boiling water.  If you drop him in the boiling water, he’ll jump out before he’s boiled.  So you put him in a pot of COLD water, and he’s perfectly comfortable and at ease. 

Then you put him on the stove, and little by little the water gets warm.  It’s very pleasant at first.  By the time it gets a little warmer, he is swimming around like he is in a frog’s paradise. 

But finally, before he realizes the trap, the water is boiling, and it’s too late.  That’s how you boil a frog. 

The parable of the boiling frog gives us great insight into how a believer can subtly adopt a sinful lifestyle.  They don’t dive right in. - They slowly wade in. 

They start at the shallow end of the pool. - And slowly they find themselves getting in deeper and deeper.  But it is so slow and gradual that they hardly realize it, until it is too late.!!

Let’s move on to verse 16:-

“For all that is in the world the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the Father but is of the world.” 

John points out that the world system uses THREE devices to trap Christians.

The lust (desire) of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. 

1.)  There is FIRST, he says, “the lust of the flesh”. 

And we have already seen many times, in the Scriptures that this word, “flesh”, is usually something other than the body.  It is more than that. 

It is the sinful nature, - the sinful tendencies of humanity, - the fallen condition of man, which is present in the body.  It is in this sense that the apostle uses it here.

These 3 same devices trapped Eve back in the Garden:- 

Genesis 3:6:-

“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, {the lust of the flesh}, that it was pleasant to the eyes, {the lust of the eyes}, and a tree desirable to make one wise, {the pride of life}, she took of its fruit and ate…...,”

So, what is the “lust of the flesh”?
The lust of the flesh includes anything that appeals to man’s fallen nature.  It refers to an inordinate affection, desire, or craving.  It is a LUST. 

The New Testament mostly uses “lust” in the BAD sense.  It is a craving that drives us to excess. 

Remember that the “FLESH” here does not mean “the body.” 

Rather, it refers to the basic nature of unregenerate man that makes him blind to spiritual truth.  (1st Corinthians 2:14). 

We can tell the difference between a saved person and an unsaved person by finding out whether they have TWO  natures, or, just ONE.  

The Christian has TWO natures.  We receive these TWO natures at TWO different births.  

We receive fallen “flesh” at our FIRST birth, - our PHYSICAL birth.  We receive a DIVINE nature at our SECOND birth, - our SPIRITUAL birth.  (John 3:3,7)

2nd Peter 1:4 tells us that when we trust Christ and believe in Him, we become “partakers of the DIVINE nature.”  

This, of course, does not mean that Christians partake of God’s essence or His infinite attributes.  Such a thing would be impossible.  It means that we have now been given a divine disposition toward God which we never could have had as an unbeliever.

So, FLESH is the nature we receive in our physical birth; SPIRIT is the nature we receive in the second birth.  And we cannot eradicate either nature once we have them.  And what a battle these two natures can wage.!!  (Galatians 5:17-23)

It’s interesting, isn’t it that all the non-Christian has is sight,  feel,  smell, hearing and seeing.  He has NO capacity to fellowship with the living God, nor to live for God.  

He may produce a TYPE of morality from the flesh but he cannot walk with God.  He cannot ascertain the things of God. (1st Corinthians 2:14).  No amount of religious perfume squirted on him will make a difference.  Outside of Christ, he will always be flesh and nothing more than flesh.

But the Christian has the potential to live for self, or, to live for God.  

The “flesh”, or the old Adamic nature cannot improve.  It is eternally depraved.  That is why we must be “born again” to receive the spiritual ability to fellowship with our awesome God.  

When a person receives Christ, he does not lose his fallen, sinful nature, but receives a NEW additional nature.  Don’t lose sight of the fact that the sin nature still remaining in the believer is just as depraved as a non-believer’s sin nature.  A Christian still has the same sinful potential as the non-Christian.  

The great apostle Paul discovered this as he states in Romans 7:18:-

Romans 7:18:-

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.”

The solution that God gives through Paul is found in Romans 13:12, and 14:-

Romans 13:12:-

“…….let us put on the armor of light.”  

Romans 13:14:-

“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil its lusts.”

“put on the armor of light”  means to put on the protective covering of a holy life.  And these pieces of armour are detailed in Ephesians 6:14-18.

Since God calls us “children of light”, we should live as “children of light”.

What does a Christian have to do with wild parties,  drunken brawls,  sex orgies,  vile excesses,  or even with bickering and envy??   Nothing at all.!!!

The best policy that we can follow, is, first of all, to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ”.

But what does this mean??

This means that we should adopt His whole lifestyle, live as He lived, - accept Him as our Guide and Example.  But to do this, we must give the Holy Spirit control of our lives.  He can produce in and through us what we cannot produce in ourselves.

Paul said in Romans 13:14 that we are to, “make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil its lusts.”
The “flesh”  that Paul mentions here, is of course, the old, corrupt nature that is still resident inside of us.

This sin nature incessantly cries to be pampered with:-

Comfort, - luxury,   illicit sexual indulgence,   empty amusements,   worldly pleasures, and materialism, etc.

But we “make provision for the flesh” when we buy things that are associated with temptation……; 

We “make provision for the flesh” when we make it easy for ourselves to sin…..; 

And when we give a higher priority to the physical than to the spiritual.

Now, some Christians don’t like to hear this, but God says that it is a fact, that:-

IF we let our sin nature loose and run rampant, we could just as easily commit murder and adultery like David did.!!  

Even as Christians, because we still have our old sin nature, the potential is always there (if we allow it) to commit

a multitude of sins.

Almighty God, speaking through the prophet Jeremiah said of man’s old sin nature:- 

Jeremiah 17:9:-

"The heart  {“flesh” – “sin nature”} is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it? "

In those two lines you have the explanation of ALL the misery and heartache and injustice and evil of life in the world today.  It ALL stems from the fact that man has genetically inherited a SIN nature that is capable of every conceivable type of evil. 

In this passage, it is referred to as the “heart” – but it also refers to the “flesh”, or, the old sin nature.

The words, "desperately wicked " are translated in other sections of Jeremiah by the word, "incurable ".

Man’s lower creature nature is that wicked and corrupt that it is incurable!!

Don’t you love that Hymn that says:-   “Moment by moment we are kept in His love.”

Once we become Christians, a titanic tug of war begins to take place within the Christian.  A new struggle for the sovereignty of our soul begins to take place.  

It takes the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to WIN that war.

Galatians 5:16-18:-

16.  “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17.  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 

18.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”

The flesh and our new nature attempt to checkmate each other.  There is a never-ending,  constant struggle between the two.  It all boils down to this:-

IF the Holy Spirit controls the BODY, then we walk in the Spirit; - but if the flesh controls the body, then we walk in the lusts (desires) of the flesh.

You decide this matter by the decisions that you make each day.

God has given man certain desires, and these desires are GOOD.  Hunger,  thirst,  weariness,  and sex are not at all evil in themselves.  There is nothing wrong about eating, drinking,  sleeping,  or  begetting children.  But when the flesh nature controls them, they become sinful “lusts.” 

Hunger is not evil, but gluttony is sinful. 

Thirst is not evil, but drunkenness is a sin. 

Sleep is a gift of God, but laziness is shameful. 

Sex is God’s precious gift when used rightly; but when used wrongly, it becomes immorality.

Now you can see how the world system operates.  It appeals to the normal appetites and tempts us to satisfy them in forbidden ways. 

In today’s world we are surrounded by all kinds of allurements that appeal to our lower nature.

Jesus warned Peter in Matthew 26:41 that:-  ''The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.''
IF a Christian yields to it, he will get involved in the “works of the flesh” and Galatians 5:19-21 paints an ugly picture of that list.

Everything God says about the flesh is NEGATIVE.  For example:-

In the flesh “nothing good dwells”.    (Romans 7:18). 

The flesh profits “nothing” (John 6:63). 

A Christian is to “have no confidence in the flesh”.    (Philippians 3:3). 

He is to “make no provision for the flesh”. (Romans 13:14). 

2.)  The second device that the world uses to trap the Christian is called “the lust of the EYES.” 

We sometimes forget that the eyes can have an appetite!  (Have you ever said, “Feast your eyes on this”?)

The lust of the FLESH appeals to the lower appetites of the old nature, tempting us to indulge them in sinful ways. 

The lust of the EYES, however, operates in a more refined way.  The lust of the eyes is the inclusion of the MIND in the process.  It's the addition of fantasy, tantalization, illusion, appearance---mentally playing with things we desire.  In view here are pleasures that gratify the sight and the mind. 

People who are enslaved by pornography are those in whom the lust of the EYES has taken root.  These are people captivated by outward stimulus.  David lusted after the beauty of Bathsheba in much the same way.

You know, many Christians are very sly about their sins.  They would never commit overt adultery but they commit adultery in their MINDS.  They would never think of murdering anyone but they commit murder in their HEARTS.  Some Christians are full of envy bitterness, anger and sour grapes.  

We must remember that what goes in our eyes and into our minds affects our whole attitude and outlook on life.

Let’s recall the Words of Jesus on this matter:-

Matthew 5:27-28:-

27.  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, `You shall not commit adultery.' 

28.  "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. "

Matthew 15:19-20:-

19.  "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 

20.  "These are the things which defile a man……."

Carnal Christians do not discipline their eyes under the power of the Holy Spirit.  They choose to be controlled by the dictates of their sin natures.

Some things inflame our passions and if we do not check those passions, we will be inviting a nightmare into our lives.

God commands us in 2nd Corinthians 10:5 to “bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ”.

The word Paul uses and the reference he is making in that verse is to the imaginings of our MINDS.  These are the fantasies we indulge in…; The daydreams of power and of accomplishment that we feed upon endlessly………….; The lusting by which we attempt to satisfy inward sexual desires by feeding upon illicit sexual thoughts, mentally if not openly. 

You will never win the battle as long as you allow yourself to indulge in those kinds of fantasies.!!! 

That is why the apostle Paul, with all realism, faces us with the fact that we must bring these things captive unto Christ, and no longer permit them to engage our minds and hearts.  These things are conquered by truth, by love, by faith, by righteousness, by regular prayer and by Christian service.  These are the weapons of our warfare.

Back in the days of the Apostle John, the Greeks and Romans lived for entertainments and activities that excited the EYES.  Times have not changed very much.!! 

In view of some television shows and videos, perhaps every Christian’s prayer ought to be:-

Psalm 119:37:-

“Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way.”

But there are OTHER ways that a Christian can fall to the lust of the eyes. 

ONE example is being excessively fashion-conscious, - where you are unable to feel good about yourself unless you're wearing the latest clothes and have the latest hairstyle and drive the latest car.  These people are seldom satisfied with what they already have.  

People who are totally consumed with personal appearance, clothing, and how they look before people, are guilty of this form of worldliness. 

The lust of the eyes is insatiability stimulated by what we SEE.  We want more, more, more.!!   We see it – we like it – we must have it!  This results in the common but tragic phenomenon of "keeping up with the Joneses,"…..; 

The desire to have things we do not need, - bought with money we do not have, in order to impress people we don’t necessarily like.!! 

In Joshua chapter 7, a soldier called Achan, brought defeat to Joshua’s army because of the lust of his EYES.  God had warned Israel not to take any spoils from the condemned city of Jericho, but Achan did not obey. 

He explained in Joshua 7:21:- 

“When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them.”

The lust of the eyes led him into SIN, and his sin led the army into defeat.

Remember that the eyes, like the other senses, are a gateway into the MIND. 

3.)  The THIRD device that the world uses to trap the Christian is called the “pride of life”.

A literal translation of this phrase is "the boastful pride of life."  In fact, the Greek word for “pride” was used to describe a braggart who was trying to impress people with his own importance. 

People have always tried to outdo others in their spending, - their achievements and their acquisitions.  The boastful pride of life motivates much of what such people do.  It is that feeling that somehow you are just a little better off than other people.  It’s a type of “ one-upmanship”.  And you may even rationalize it as merely a statement of FACT. 

What are the many things that we can boast about? 

It can be pride of birth.  You have a certain name or heritage.  There is a blood in your veins that gives you a certain social status. 

It can be pride in your influence, or your accomplishments, - even your acquaintances. 

It can be pride in your wealth or material possessions. 

It can be boastful pride in the school you attended and the degrees you possess. 

But it is all boastful pride.!! 

When we lose our sense of dependence on God, we seem to develop supercilious, superiority over others.  We measure and compare ourselves against other people rather than against God’s standards.

When we define ourselves in terms of our annual income or the size of our house or car, then we care more about reputation than character.  Sadly, some people care more about their reputations than glorifying God.  

We also misrepresent the truth of who we truly are.!!   We show ourselves to be pompous fools with fatuous pride.  The problem with this sort of thing is that it corrupts the human spirit.  It causes you to look down on other people.  It causes you to evaluate them by false standards.  This is the sort of thing that God utterly detests.

Why is it that so many people buy houses, cars, appliances, or wardrobes that they really cannot afford? 

Why do they succumb to the “travel now, pay later” advertising and get themselves into hopeless debt taking vacations far beyond their means? 

Largely because they want to impress other people—because of their “pride of life.”  They may want people to notice how affluent or successful they are. 

Most of us do not go that far, but it is amazing what stupid things people do just to make an impression on other people. 

This Satanic world system and almost all television commercials appeal to a Christian through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.!!   

And once the world takes over in one of these areas, a Christian will soon realize it.  He will lose his enjoyment of the Father’s love and his desire to do the Father’s will.  The Bible will become boring and prayer, a difficult chore.  Even Christian fellowship may seem empty and disappointing. 

It is not that there is something wrong with others.  What’s wrong is the Christian’s worldly attitude.

It is important to note that no Christian becomes worldly all of a sudden.  Worldliness creeps up on a believer; it is a gradual process.  The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life are ALL seductions.  ALL of them are a siren song to love something else instead of loving the Father. 

But if a Christian loves the world the love of the Father is not in him.

God does NOT require golden vessels, nor silver containers, but He insists upon willing and  CLEAN ones. 

And He uses “prepared” ones.!!

A believer who defiles himself with the things of this world can never be used by God, regardless of his education, ability, energy, or experience.

Believers can defile themselves through a multitude of things.  To name just a few of them:-

Mixing with the wrong crowd.

Trying to “fit in” with this world and with people who are naturally antagonistic toward Jesus Christ and the Christian faith.

Going to the wrong places.

Watching the wrong type of videos or T.V. programmes.

I have observed in my years as a Christian that it is the growing, maturing Christian to whom the world does NOT appeal.  He is too interested in loving his Father and in doing his Father’s will.  

He realizes that the things of the world are only toys, and he can say with Paul, “When I became a man, I put away childish things” (1st Corinthians 13:11).

A growing,  maturing Christian stays away from the world because of what the world is (a satanic system that hates and opposes our loving Saviour).

He also stays away from the world system because of how the world can contaminate him by seducing him to live on sinful substitutes. 

AND because of what he is - a child of Almighty God, - A representative and Ambassador on earth of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God.  A citizen of Heaven soon to take up residence in Heaven!!

PSALM 51 - THE ONLY CORRECT WAY TO DEAL WITH A GUILTY CONSCIENCE

A London psychologist once told Billy Graham that 70% of the people in mental hospitals in England could be released if they could find forgiveness. 

Their problem was a bad conscience and they could gain no relief from the guilt and pressure under which they lived. 

I read once of a man who wrote a letter to the Australian Taxation Office saying:- 

"I haven't been able to sleep because last year, when I filled out my income tax report, I deliberately misrepresented my income.  I am enclosing a cheque for $150.00, and if I still can't sleep, I'll send you the rest." 

That is one way of handling a bad conscience but I can safely predict that it will not work. 

The only way that really works is the way set forth in Psalm 51. 

David was the author of Psalm 51 and in total, he wrote 77 of the Psalms contained in the Word of God.  Interestingly, there are 7 Penitential Psalms (Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130 and 143).

Psalm 51 is the fourth and most profound of all the Penitential Psalms.  The depth of individual experience, the sense of sin, and the plea for forgiveness are unsurpassed in any other psalm.

Psalm 51 is also one of the greatest passages in the entire Bible concerning CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS.

This is one of the few psalms where we are given the historical background from which it arose.  The inscription reads:

"A Psalm of David when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba." 

That identifies clearly for us the incident out of which this Psalm arose.  It was the time when David became involved in the double sin of adultery and murder while he was king.

Let’s read Psalm 51 through as we prepare to study it.

Psalm 51:

1.  “Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 

2.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 

3.  For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. 

4.  Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 

5.  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 

6.  Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 

7.  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8.  Make me to hear joy and gladness, That the bones which You have broken may rejoice. 

9.  Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 

10.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

11.  Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 

12.  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me with Your generous Spirit. 

13.  Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. 

14.  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. 

15.  O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 

16.  For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. 

17.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart These, O God, You will not despise. 

18.  Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 

19.  Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, With burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then they shall offer bulls on Your altar.”

David had risen from the status of a shepherd boy.  He had killed a lion and a bear and subsequently, GOLIATH with the 1st of the 5 smooth stones that he had picked up.  (there were 5 giants in the Philistine army).

He had walked with God for many years.  He was widely known as the “Sweet Singer of Israel”.  He had gained a reputation as a prophet, a man who understood the deep things of God.  And he had established himself as the long time spiritual leader of his people. 

David was on a roll – everything was going his way!!!  Then suddenly, toward the end of his reign, he was plunged into this terrible double sin.  The interesting thing is that David himself records this sin for us.  It must have been a very painful and humiliating experience to the king.  

I’m sure that you remember the account.  David had committed adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of his most loyal and faithful officers. 

But David was not only guilty of taking another man’s WIFE, but on top of that, David was guilty of taking another man’s LIFE. 

It all started one day when David was on his palace roof when the army had gone out to battle.  David shouldn’t have been loitering about on his palace roof; he should have been out with his officers on the battlefield.

Satan will always find work for idle hands!!

While David was lounging about on his palace roof he noticed a beautiful woman bathing herself.  His passion was aroused and he sent over messengers and ordered her to be brought to him.  He then entered into an adulterous relationship with her even though she was a married woman.  Her husband, Uriah, was away fighting valiantly for his king. 

Later, when David learned that she was expecting his child, he panicked and tried to cover up his transgression.  He ordered her husband home from battle and sent him down to his home, hoping that he would sleep with his wife and the child would then be accepted as his own. 

But Uriah was a soldier, committed to battle, and though he came home at the king's orders, he would not go down to his own house.  Instead, he felt that his place was with the soldiers at the palace and he returned to the battlefield the next day. 

David knew that ultimately his sins would be found out so he took another step.  This is always what SIN does - it leads us on deeper and deeper, further than we ever intended to go. 

Before the king knew it he found himself forced into a desperate attempt to cover up his evil.  In order to conceal his sin, David deliberately had Uriah put in a position on the battlefield that guaranteed he would be killed.  

David was going from bad to worse!!   David was now guilty of the shameful sin of adultery and the sinister sin of murder. 

When news of Uriah's death reached the king he felt he had safely covered his sin. 

What happened to David?….this man of great faith……this “man after God’s own heart”?

What sent David off the rails?

Just like us, David’s worst enemy was a sinful heart, a sinful nature out of control.  

Do you realise that the worst enemy that you have is yourself?  He occupies the same skin that you occupy.  In thinking his destructive thoughts, he uses the same brain that you use.  He uses the same hands to perform his own shameful deeds that you use.

This enemy can do more harm to you than anybody else.  He is the greatest handicap that you have in your daily Christian life.

There are 2 factors that make dealing with this enemy doubly difficult.

In the first place, we are reluctant to recognise and identify him.  We are loath to label him as an enemy.  The fact of the matter is that most of us rather like him and are easily swayed by him.

The second problem is that he is on the inside of us.  We can’t see him, nor touch him.  If he would only come out and fight like a man, it would be different, but he will not.  It is not because he is a coward, but because he can fight better secretly from his position within.

Nations, cities, churches and families have been destroyed by this ruthless enemy within.

God identifies our worst enemy as the “heart of man” and says in Jeremiah 17:9 that it is:

“deceitful above ALL things, and desperately wicked.”

Let’s read James 1:13-16:-

13.  “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God''; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 

14.  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 

15.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 

16.  Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.”

I wonder if there is anyone who can truthfully say that they haven’t fallen victim to some temptations at some time in their life?

Apart from any elect angels who may be visiting us, I don’t believe there is anyone else here who has not experienced succumbing to some temptation or another. 

Life is full of temptations.  Temptation pursues us through childhood, adolescence, adulthood, old age and even to senility.  It entices us at work and at play.  It intrudes into our thoughts and dreams, and even into our prayers. 

Name any great man – past or present [except Jesus Christ] and I will tell you a person that has at some time yielded to temptation.  

God could have spared us from such enticement, but he has determined not to do so – for good reason:- 

God wants us to recognise that without Him we are indeed very vulnerable.  He wants us to learn to depend on Him and not to be so self-reliant on our own abilities.

"Bad people, in one sense, know very little about badness," C. S, Lewis said.  "They have lived a sheltered life by always giving in.  We never find out the strength of the evil impulse within us until we try to fight it…." 

Temptation makes us aware of "the strength of the evil impulse within us," and reveals the fragile stuff of which we’re made.  

In a sense, temptation humbles us and brings us back down to earth.  It is a reality check, especially for a Christian.

It reminds us that we have a sinister lower creature nature lurking within us ever ready to pounce on us and cause us to get ourselves in trouble.

When it comes to temptation, many are like the little boy that got a spanking for eating cookies the mother had told him to keep away from.  The little boy blamed his friend who “told” him to do it. 

The mother said, "You should have turned a deaf ear to him." 

The little boy said, "But mummy, I don't have a deaf ear."

Many of us are like that toward temptation.  If many in this world were honest, they would have to admit that they too face the same dilemma.  We all too often have a deaf ear to temptation!! 

The truth is, one of the things that often overwhelms us is temptation. 

Lives have been scarred, - ministries have been ruined, - homes destroyed -   - fortunes lost, - children abandoned 

all because of yielding to temptation. 

Now let’s try to define temptation.

Temptation simply defined is a solicitation to DO wrong.  It is an act of enticement to DO what we know we shouldn’t do. 

It is one of the first experiences we see in the Bible.  The story is so familiar that we need not read it.  

Adam and Eve were enticed by Satan to do what God had forbidden.  It was a clear solicitation to DO what was wrong.  It caused them to disobey God!!

Temptation comes in many forms:- It invites us to fulfil our lusts, to lie, cheat, steal, and be dishonest.  It wants to seduce us to disobey God.  We are tempted in many ways and tempted by many things. 

Let's briefly look at the problem of temptation and learn how we can handle it, - rather than being handled by it. 

One of the things that James teaches us is the certainty of temptation.  He says in verse 13, "Let no man say when he is tempted."   Notice carefully that he does not say "IF" but "WHEN." 

Temptation is certain and sure.  You can bet on it!!

WHO are the subjects of temptation? 

We read in verse 14, "But each one IS tempted."   Temptation attacks “everyone". 

We read in 1st Corinthians 10:13, "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man…..”
The word "common " means that these temptations are common to ALL!!  Temptation is a part of life. 

Everyone is tempted at some time or other.  No man, - no woman, - no child, no teenager, - no Pastor, - no Christian, is without temptation.  It is an "every person" matter. 

Someone has said, "The more spiritual a person becomes, the more acutely conscious they are of temptation." 

Temptation is inevitable!!  

Because the MIND is the vehicle along which temptation travels, God instructs us to be transformed by continually renewing our MINDS.

We renew our minds by regularly reading the Word of God, praying at every opportunity, attending church and attending Bible study.

You know, there is no place you can go without being tempted.  You can lock yourself in your house, or join a monastery, but you still won’t be able to avoid temptation.

Someone has remarked that God had only ONE Son without SIN, but NO sons without TEMPTATION. 

Hebrews 4:15 says that Jesus was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Even the Son of God Incarnate Jesus Christ was tempted during His earthly ministry, yet He did not sin.

The truth is, in this life we will never get to the place where we will not have to deal with temptation.  

Temptation affects us all, but let me say something about temptation that is very important. 

Temptation in itself is NOT sin!!  It is yielding to temptation that is SIN.  It is dwelling on a thought and giving in to it that is sin.  We cannot keep the birds from flying around our heads but we can keep them from making a nest in our hair!! 

Herbert Lockyer said:- "Temptation is sin PRESENTED.   SIN is temptation YIELDED to."  

It is not a sin to be tempted, but it is very dangerous and foolish to dwell upon the temptation.  

Every moment we entertain the thought of satisfying a desire the WRONG way, the potential for giving in to that desire increases.  The moment we yield and take the bait, we have sinned and invited DEATH in some form into our lives. 

That is why temptation must be recognized and rejected as quickly as possible.

We must take every thought captive unto obedience to Jesus Christ.

We cannot sin without having been tempted in some way, but we can be tempted and yet NOT sin.

Just as smoking can easily lead to “chain smoking”, unchecked SIN can often lead to “chain sinning”.

Let’s trace from the beginning David’s rapid fall into the common trap called “chain sinning”:-

Lust

Seduction

Adultery

Bathsheba’s pregnancy

Recall of Uriah from the battlefield

David’s hypocrisy and deceit toward Uriah

David causes Uriah to get drunk

Finally David sends faithful and loyal Uriah with his own “death note“ to his commander Joab.

In Psalm 32 David records how he felt during that terrible time when he was trying to cover up his sin. 

Psalm 32:2:-

"When I kept silence," (about my sin) he says, "my body wasted away through my groaning all day long," 

We see that he was a bothered man!!  But what was it that bothered David? 

It was the thoughts of his SIN and the resultant GUILT that he FELT for his sin, that bothered him.  HE was a man with a stinging, burning guilty conscience that haunted him.

After he had committed adultery with Bathsheba and plotted the death of her husband Uriah, David steadfastly REFUSED to confess these sins.

He had committed devastating sins and concealed those sins for 12 months!!  He tried to sweep it all under the carpet!  Perhaps he rationalized that “It doesn’t matter….Time heals all things.  It will soon pass and be forgotten”.

However, because of his stubborn refusal to come clean before God, he found himself fighting against God and against his own best interests.

Without a doubt, the most famous cover-up in the Bible is the cover-up of David's SINS. 

Many are just like that today!!  They are wearing masks and living a lie just like David was.

When David found out that Bathsheba was pregnant, through all the events that followed, he desperately sought to cover and conceal his sin. 

BUT David's unconfessed sin left him defiled before God and under God’s discipline.  He became a physical and emotional wreck!!  He was living a nightmare every day and night.

He realized that God’s hand of discipline was upon him, blocking him and frustrating him at every turn.  Nothing worked out right in his life any more!!  

You know, it seldom does for those who try to conceal their sins.

The old carefree, happy days had vanished for David and his life had become miserable and wretched.  

It was because David kept silent about his sins, that day and night he was haunted by the ghosts of his guilt.  By concealing his sins, he had made himself “his own hangman.”   He was dying a slow, tortuous death!!  

All day long he was restless and all night long he was sleepless.  Like a cancer in his soul, his guilt ate at him relentlessly.  It harassed him through the day and haunted him through the night.  He was a broken and shattered man tormented by guilt. 

David recognised that God was chastening him.  There was no relief, day or night, as long as he refused to confess his sin before the Lord.

Our loving God and Father always chastens His children when there is unconfessed sin the life.

For a whole year David tried to tough it out with a bad conscience.  But, the Bible says that finally God sent a prophet to David. 

God loved this king too much to let him go on covering up and thus damaging himself and his entire kingdom by these hidden sins.  So God sent the prophet Nathan to David. 

Because David was king, Nathan knew he would have to approach him subtly, for his own life could have been in danger if he had blatantly accused the king.  

So Nathan came to David with a parable, asking David’s wise judgement on the matter.  He said that while he was abroad in the kingdom a certain incident occurred which he felt should be brought to the king for judgment. 

Nathan told David that there was a certain rich man who owned a flock of sheep and a traveller came by to whom he wanted to show hospitality.  But instead of taking one of his own sheep and offering it for food, he went to his poor neighbour who only owned one little ewe lamb, and he took that lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.

When David heard this he was indignant and bellowed out to Nathan:-

2nd Samuel 12:5-6:-

5.  "……….As the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 

6.  And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.''

In a most dramatic moment the prophet Nathan fearlessly pointed a long bony finger at the king and said, "You are the man! " (2nd Samuel 12:7)

The prophet then went on to say to David:

“God dealt graciously with you, making you king, enriching you, giving you everything that your heart could desire.  But you took Bathsheba from her husband and then killed him to cover your crime.”

David knew then that his sin was uncovered.  It was out in the open.  He knew that he would now have to deal with it.  

He fell on his face before God and out of that experience of confession comes this beautiful 51st Psalm, which traces for us the proper way to deal with a bad conscience. 

It opens with a prayer for forgiveness. 

VERSE 1:

“Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions.”


David begins this great confessional by doing what God expects every child of God to do when sin has been committed And that is to freely acknowledge and confess his sin.   (cf. 1st John. 1:9).

Notice that David doesn’t plead innocence, make excuses, or shift the blame to someone else.  

The Father will accept our tears, but not our excuses!!

Unlike this secular world today, David refuses to blame his failure on society, heredity, poverty, environment, upbringing or social injustice.

Notice also that David does not say “My God” or “Father”.  Instead he humbly pleads “O GOD” and then appeals to God’s grace, lovingkindness and mercy.

Notice that David understands well the basis for forgiveness.  He asks on the basis of two things: 

Firstly, - "according to Your Lovingkindness." 

He understands that he himself deserves nothing from God, that God is not bound to forgive him. 

Some people are never able to attain forgiveness because they think they deserve it, that God owes it to them.  But David knows better.  He realizes that only because of God's love does he have any right even to ask for mercy and forgiveness. 

On the basis of that unqualified acceptance, that marvellous continuing “love-that-will-not-let-me-go”, he says to God, "I am coming to You and asking now for this." 

In effect, David is saying:

“Mercy…..Oh God!!  I ask for your mercy.  I deserve to be punished.  But you are a God of loving kindness and on that basis I ask that You not treat me the way that I deserve.”

David had committed capital sins that demanded that under the LAW he be stoned to death!!  There existed no sacrifice for the sin of adultery and murder.  The perpetrator of such crimes was to be punished by being stoned to death.  That was the Law!!

Knowing this, David had to bypass the Levitical offerings and throw himself completely upon the mercy and grace of God repenting for his sin with a remorseful and contrite heart. 

He appeals to God to entirely and absolutely forgive him so that NO PART of the guilt he was experiencing might remain.  Within this appeal is also that the punishment of his gross sins might be completely removed.

David recognised and admitted that he was a sinner.  That’s always the starting point!!

David understands that SIN is like a crime.  If a criminal is going to be delivered from the effects of his crime he needs not only justice but MERCY. 

Sin is an illegal act, a violation of justice, an act of lawlessness, of rebellion and therefore requires mercy. 

He doesn’t blame the circumstances of life, nor wallow in self-pity.  Since he knows that he does not deserve forgiveness, he pleads for mercy, based on God’s lovingkindness.

God is not a penny pincher; he does not dole out bits of mercy, drop by drop.  

No, he pours it out.  His are "abundant" mercies. 

In line with this mercy, David asks that his transgressions or rebellions be blotted out.

He reveals that he understands that SIN is like an outstanding debt.  It must be paid for!!  It is something owed, an account that has accumulated and needs to be wiped away or cancelled. 

The believer today, also must recognise and admit that he has sinned.  He must never try to justify or rationalise his sin. - God does not accept excuses!!

How wonderful that the believer in the Church Age (Pentecost until the Rapture) stands encompassed by the Grace of God.  He knows that ALL of his sins (past, present  and future) have already been imputed to Christ and judged by God the Father.  He knows that the precious blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from ALL sin.

However, the issue for him as was with David, is to CONFESS his sins to the Father and by so doing, he also will be forgiven and cleansed from all sin and unrighteousness. (1st John. 1:9)

And most importantly, fellowship with the Father is instantly restored once more.

As far as FELLOWSHIP in the family of God is concerned, the sinning saint needs PARENTAL  forgiveness, - that is, the forgiveness of His Heavenly Father.  He obtains this by confessing his sin.

If we desire to have vibrant fellowship with the Father, we need this parental forgiveness throughout our entire Christian lives while in these mortal bodies. 

God our Father wants daily fellowship with His children, but unconfessed sin makes this impossible.  That’s why it is so important to confess our sins directly to the Father as soon as we discover them.

We have noted that David, this man of great faith, this “man after God’s own heart” went completely off the rails and went into a spiral nose dive.

David had committed capital sins that demanded that under the LAW he be stoned to death!!  There existed no sacrifice for the sin of adultery and murder.  The perpetrator of such crimes was to be punished by being stoned to death.  That was the Law!!

For 12 months David tried to conceal these sins and this incurred the chastisement of God which made David’s life a total nightmare.

Through the prophet Nathan, God uncovered and exposed these sins and left David with nowhere to go except to the throne of God’s grace to plead for mercy and forgiveness.

Let’s resume our study and examine verses 2-5:

Psalm 51:2-5:-

2.  “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 

3.  For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. 

4.  Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 

5.  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.”

VERSE 2:

“Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.” 

David understands that SIN is like an ugly stain, a defilement upon the soul.  Even though the act fades into the past, the dirty defiling stain remains a stigma upon the heart. 

So David prays that the Lord would WASH him thoroughly.  By this statement we can see that SIN defiles and that David was made foul and dirty by his sin.  

David acknowledges what a vile, filthy and miserable thing SIN is in the sight of God.  He acknowledges that it stains a man’s body and soul and disconnects him from fellowship with God.

David doesn’t just ask God to wash him; - notice that he asks Him to wash him THOROUGHLY.

This implies the greatness of his guilt and the absolute necessity of some other and better thing to wash him.  This involves God’s matchless grace and the precious blood of Christ.  Nothing else can do it!!  And nothing else can save the soul of the lost sinner.

This secular world needs to understand that a Holy God does not regenerate indifferent or unresponsive individuals.  They must respond from their hearts!!

This means that there is both divine and human cooperation involved in the salvation of a sinner.  

God will not force himself upon us, nor will he superimpose His will over ours.  The Lord turns none away, but invites all who will, to come and meet Him and be saved by the matchless grace of God!!  Man will never receive a more loving and gracious invitation.

David realised that within him lay his own worst enemy. – a fallen sin nature.

Believers too, must face the fact that they each have a sin nature and that they do sin.  

While it’s true that a believer’s relationship with the Triune God is so strong that nothing can break it, it is also true that our fellowship with the Father is so fragile that the slightest sin can shatter it.  Therefore, Christians must constantly examine themselves and whenever necessary and as soon as possible claim the promise of 1st John 1:9.

As they humbly confess all known sins to the Father, the filling of the Holy Spirit will resume and the peace of God will again be experienced in their hearts.  It is only then that the believer can produce works that are acceptable and pleasing to the Father.

The wonderful thing is that when God forgives, he forgives beyond our utmost imaginings.  His forgiveness is absolute and it comes with absolutely no strings attached.  God's forgiveness is complete and final; it is NOT conditional or partial. 

To forgive means "to give up a claim; It means to cease bearing resentment".

Forgiveness means to bestow favour unconditionally.  To forgive is to grace someone!! 

You know, one of the most difficult things a Christian is called upon to DO is to forgive freely and unconditionally. 

How is our holy God able to forgive us guilty sinners? 

It is because of the sacrifice of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ on the cross. 

God has forgiven us “in Christ’.” 

Ephesians 4:32:- 

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you.”

The greatest example of One who forgives is God Himself and the basis of His forgiveness is the redemptive work of Jesus Christ at Calvary. 

And we are the unworthy, undeserving recipients of His wonderful grace and forgiveness!!

In Christ and through His work, God found a righteous basis on which He could forgive us.

God wants us to follow the pattern of forgiveness Christ set.  Since Christ forgave what is keeping us from forgiving? 

Forgiveness means to forget the offense against us and not bring it up to the offender.  To constantly harass them with reminders of the hurt of the past is certainly NOT forgiveness.  Rehashing the problem over and over indicates there was NO forgiveness in the first place.

Some will say: "Well, I'll forgive, but I'll never forget."    Is that the way Christ forgave? 

How did Christ forgive us?   He dismissed and buried our sins and WE must do the SAME!! 

We must forgive freely, fully, finally.  We must forgive those who hurt us the same way – FREELY and UNCONDITIONALLY. 

Have you noticed that a Christian who practices “grace” thinking will become a forgiving person?

The more we understand the grace God gave to us the easier we will be able to forgive.

The mature believer forgives on the basis of his own forgiveness from God.  He is NOT bitter toward those who wrong him.  His mind is completely free and relaxed toward other people. 

What a beautiful thing it is to find forgiveness in a Christian's heart!! 

Do YOU still hold a smouldering spirit of unforgiveness toward someone?  If so, confess it to the Father, put it out of your mind forever and move on with your life!!

In the Old Testament we find some apt figures of speech which are used to depict the forgiveness of God. 

Psalm 103:12:-

"As far as the East is from the West, so far has He removed our transgressions from us "  

How far is that?   Well, how far do you have to go East before you start going West?   

You will never come to "West." 

Just as “East is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet,” so the believer and his sins will never meet.

Those sins have been put out of God’s sight forever by a miracle of love and forgiveness.

Then God also promises in Micah 7:19 that He will:

"cast all our sins into the depths of the sea ". 

Someone has added that He then puts up a sign that reads, “NO FISHING”.   We should not go down there and try to fish old sins out once God has dealt with them.  Since God has put confessed sins out of His sight, why can’t we?

What relief comes to us when we begin to understand this fullness and completeness of God's forgiveness!! 

David goes on to point out the way to lay hold of this wonderful forgiveness. 

VERSE 3:

“For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.”  

David fell before God as a broken man and said, "I will hide my sin no longer."
After a year of this impenitence, David finally came to the place where he was willing to at last utter the 3 words that God had been patiently waiting for:-

“I – Have – Sinned”
How difficult it is for some to utter those 3 words!!   How difficult it is for many today to say, “I’m sorry”, or, “I was wrong”, or, “It was my fault”.

David emphasises the fact that he knows and is constantly aware of his sin.  

At the same time he recognises the universal tendency toward sin but does not excuse himself on this basis.  David did not think it sufficient to acknowledge that the whole human race were sinners.  It is almost as if he stood alone in the world, and was the only offender in it.

He says:-

“For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.”  

David calls SIN by its REAL name and identifies HIMSELF with his sins:- 

David OWNED his sin and confessed it as his own.  This is important.  He doesn’t try to blame or implicate others, nor does he try to justify or rationalize his sins.

Notice that he says: “My transgressions”   “My sin…”       

The word, “Transgressions” means wilful rebellion,  or wilful disobedience. 

“Sin” refers to missing the mark, or, aim.  “Sin”  is anything in our lives which does not express, or is contrary to, the Holy character of God.

David openly and honestly confessed to God that he was guilty of these sins.

English writer Oscar Wilde said:-

"A man's highest moment is when he kneels in the dust and beats his breast and tells the sins of his life to God." 

The beginning of handling the guilt that often handles US is uncovering our sin before God.  Many will be eternally separated from God one day because of their refusal to come to that point.

In effect, David said, "God, I have committed sin and I have concealed sin. I am not going to hide my sin any longer.  I’m sick and tired of wearing false masks and living a lie.”  He frankly and honestly acknowledged his sin to God. 

Have you ever wondered what the root cause of our sin is?  Our sin came with us at birth by imputation and inheritance.  Man’s sin nature was communicated from Adam to the rest of the human race genetically.

In addition, because Adam was the federal head of the human race, God judiciously imputed Adam’s original sin to the entire human race!  God imputed to us what actually belongs to us in the first place.  

Romans 5:12:-

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.”

Death is part of our spiritual heritage from Adam.  Adam’s sin was placed on every person’s account, on the debit side, you might say.

It can only be offset through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ’s finished Redemptive work on the Cross. 

When we place our faith in Jesus Christ, the sin debt is totally erased and we are credited with the righteousness of Jesus Christ and given a free pardon; - plus God’s very own Life!!

Did you know that as a Christian, you are right now spiritual aristocracy, an heir to ALL of the riches of the universe?

You are right now an adopted and redeemed child of the living God.  

You are personally being trained and groomed by God Himself to rule this entire universe with Jesus Christ, the King over kings and Lord over lords.

God already sees you seated in heavenly places perfectly sanctified and glorified.

As Christians, we are members of the royal family of the Lord Jesus Christ, forever in union with Him.

This means that we are also, Co-Heirs of all that the Father has given Him, and we share His glorious destiny FOREVER.

It’s a great honour and a remarkable privilege to be a Christian.

David said that “My sin is ever before me”.

So also is the sorrow for sin in the soul of a child of God, morning, evening, day, night, when sick, when well, at home, abroad, it is always with him.  

This grief begins at his conversion, continues all his life and ends only at death or at the particular time of confession of his sins to the Father.

There is a godly sorrow which leads a sinner to eternal life; and this sorrow is brought about in a man by the Spirit of God.

There is also a godly sorrow, brought about in the heart of the believer which causes him to mourn for sin because it has displeased and grieved God, who is so dear and so sweet a Father to him.

The unbeliever who has rejected Christ can never know this sorrow for SIN which is ever present in the soul of a child of God.

Likewise, an unbeliever can never know the filling of the Holy Spirit which produces through the Christian, works pleasing and acceptable to the Father.

The unbeliever can never experience, that wonderful “peace of God that surpasses all understanding” that is readily available to the believer.    (Philippians 4:7)

Even Christians possessing this peace find a wonderful element of mystery about it.  They are surprised at their own lack of anxiety in the face of tragedy and adverse circumstances.  

This inner peace from God garrisons the heart and the thought life.  What a needed tonic it is, then, in this day of neuroses, nervous breakdowns, tranquillisers, and mental distress!! 

There is another reason many cannot find forgiveness for sin.  

They suffer for years with a guilty conscience because they are not willing to come to the place where they truthfully acknowledge their sin.  They will not call it what God calls it.  Many tend to cover up sin and to make it sound nicer than it is.  We use pleasant names to describe it. 

Is it not interesting that we have one list of terms to describe sin in us, but an entirely different list to describe the same sin in someone else? 

For example,… Others are biased and pig-headed, but in our case, we have convictions. 

Others have a foul temper;…. we are seized with “righteous indignation”. 

Thus we try to cover over our sins just like David did.  But we can never be forgiven while we do this, for the first step in the process of forgiveness is a truthful and open acknowledgment of sin. 

There is a dreadful hymn which goes: 

"If I have wounded any soul today, If I have caused one foot to go astray, If I have walked in my own wilful way, Dear Lord, forgive." 

That sort of wishy-washy confession will never cut it with God.  That’s as bad as saying:

"Lord, there is a slight possibility that I might have done some of these evil things, although it is not very likely.  But if I have, then forgive me because it wasn’t entirely my fault." 

That kind of "confession" can never lay hold of the forgiveness of God. 

If we are going to defend ourselves, the Apostle John argues in his first letter, then we cannot have the defence of that heavenly-appointed Advocate at the Father's right hand Who is ready to defend us. 

If we defend ourselves, - if we say it is not our fault because this happened, or someone did this or that other thing, then the Lord Jesus Christ cannot defend us.  

But if we do not defend ourselves then we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.  He will defend us and His defence is perfectly acceptable to God. 

It is clear that David understands well the need to acknowledge his guilt, name sin for what it is, and not to charge God with the blame. 

It is so easy to do the latter.  People today love to blame God for everything that goes wrong in their life and in the world.

Many say: "Well, God, it's the circumstances that You put me in.  If it weren't for the fact that years ago You allowed me to be married to this woman (or that man), I would never have done this thing.” 

Or, “You made me work for this company.” 

Or, “It's the people I live with -- my neighbour -- someone else." 

“It’s all Your fault, God!!”    “Why did God let this happen?”

Whenever we blame our problems and shortcomings on someone else we are ultimately blaming it on God.

In VERSE 4 David says:-

"Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge."  

In a technical sense however, this was not true. 

David had sinned against HIMSELF, against BATHSHEBA, against URIAH and against all ISRAEL who looked up to their beloved King.  But David’s sin against God was SO serious and stupendous that all other parties faded away!!

It is not that he does not understand that others have been damaged and hurt by his sin……For example:-

There is the woman, Bathsheba; 

Her reputation was sullied, 

Her character stained, 

Her marriage broken, 

Her husband murdered, 

And her own heart grieved by the death of the child that was born, - all because of David's reckless sin. 

We need to remember that our sins invariably affect the lives of others.

Then there is the man, Uriah, whose life was brought to a sudden and bloody end because of David's sin. 

But David now sees that ultimately sin is an insult and an injury to a Holy God.  It is God's love that has been wounded.  God’s Law has been broken, His will has been flouted and His Name has been dishonoured.  It is the God of grace whom David has injured most. 

David realises that ALL sin is first and foremost against God.

When a person takes that attitude then God's forgiveness is always present.  That is the only way to handle a specific sin and the bad conscience resulting from evil. 

David acknowledges that his sin is more than sin against man,….. It is sin against a Holy and Righteous God, the daring impiety of breaking the good and holy Law of this living, loving God.

All sin is transgression of God’s Law and therefore it is against God Himself.

Luke: 15:18:-

“I will get up and go to my Father and I will say to Him, "Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and in Your sight".”

The Prodigal son was wasting away with hunger.  He decided to do something about the mess that he was in.  He determined to go to his father in repentance, acknowledging his sin, and seeking pardon.  This is what God wants all unbelievers to do, too.

David, who was called “a man after God’s own heart”, is brought to the stark realisation that:-

“I, so holy a king who has with so much pious devotedness observed the law and the worship of God, I have been so tempted and overcome by the inbred evil and sin in my flesh, that I have murdered an innocent man, and for adulterous purposes taken away his wife!!   And is this not clear PROOF that my nature is more deeply infected and corrupted than ever I thought it was.”

All believers can relate to this grim realisation. 

“I who was yesterday chaste and undefiled am today an ADULTERER!!” 

“I who yesterday had hands innocent of blood, am today a MURDERER!!!”

An acute awareness of the great potential for all forms of evil through our old sin nature is of paramount importance.

Even as Christians, because we STILL have our old sin nature, the potential is always there (if we allow it) to commit a multitude of devastating sins.

Are you aware that a believer has two energy sources available to him? 

The first is through his own sin nature which will produce the “works of the Flesh”.  (Galatians 5:19-21) 

And the second energy source is through the filling of the Holy Spirit which will produce works pleasing and acceptable to the Father.  (Galatians 5:22-23)

Consequently, at any given time a believer is either 100% “Carnal” under the control of his old sin nature, or 100% ‘Spiritual” under the control and filling of the Holy Spirit.

THE CHOICE IS UP TO HIM!!!

VERSE 5:

"Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me."

Here David understands that his SIN was not just a combination of unfortunate circumstances which made him do this.  David now recognises that.  He says, "I now realize that I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me."  

Now do not misunderstand.  David is not casting any shame on his mother, nor is he trying to lessen the seriousness of his own guilt.  He does not mean that there is anything wrong with the act by which conception occurred.  His mother was not sinning when she conceived David; that is not what he is saying here at all. 

There are some who read this as though sexual intercourse was in itself some kind of sin.  But in the marriage relationship it is blessed and honoured of God and is a delight to the heart of God. 

What he is saying is that the act of conception introduced him into a sinful humanity.  He is saying that he was born into a sinful race in which SIN was already deeply imbedded.

David is now referring to the imputation of Adam’s original sin and the inheritance of a genetically transmitted sin nature passed to him at birth.  

Now there are some today who challenge this.  They question the doctrine of original sin, and that the whole race is basically fallen.  But if you challenge that I would like you to answer these questions:-

Who taught you to SIN? 

Where did you learn to LIE? 

Did you have to go to school in order to learn how to be dishonest, to lie or to cheat? 

Where did you learn to rebel against authority?

Did your parents carefully train you in how to deceive others? - No. 

Every parent here knows that children do these things naturally, they are "doing what comes naturally."   

This evil shows up in a baby almost as soon as the baby can express itself.  There is a rebellious independence, a self-assertiveness, that is present in the tiniest infant and it is there right from the very beginning. 

David is not passing the blame to his parents nor is he trying to water down the enormity of his own crimes.  On the contrary, David is appalled at the humbling reality that his very nature was fallen.  He is aghast that these transgressions flowed from a heart naturally at enmity with God.

David clearly realised that he was not a sinner by accident, but by a decadence of purpose extending to the innermost desires and purposes of his soul and governed by his sin nature.  David had now come to the same realisation as the Apostle Paul who stated in Romans 7:23-24:-

“But I see a DIFFERENT LAW in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members”.  (Romans 7:23)

“Wretched man that I am !  Who will set me free from the body of this death ?”  (Romans 7:24)

Paul saw a contrary principle at work in his life, striving against his new nature, and making him a captive of indwelling sin.  He feels as if he has a decomposing body strapped to his back.  That body, of course, is the old sin nature in all its corruption.

No believer ought to think too highly of himself, especially when this passage is properly understood.

All men are born spiritually dead having only a body and soul, but no functioning human spirit.  

As God is Spirit, we must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

Man then was completely and hopelessly lost with no way to communicate with God and no way to save Himself.  In addition, he is plagued by an old sin nature at enmity with God, and also, has had Adam’s original sin imputed to him at birth.

Without a clear understanding of this, no-one will ever be able to appreciate nor comprehend the extent and magnificence of God’s amazing grace. 

That is what David is saying. 

"I see now," he says, "that sin is not just a surface problem that can be handled lightly; it is a deep problem.  It has stained my whole being.  Unless I find some solution for this polluted nature I will never be able to keep from falling back into sin again." 

When David lived a LIE he suffered greatly but when he finally found freedom by acknowledging the truth, he wrote these words in Psalm 32:2:

“How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!”
In verses 6 - 19 of Psalm 51 we will find an eight-fold path outlined that one must follow to keep from falling back into a repeated pattern of sin.

We have seen that David had come to realize that he, as well as the rest of us, came into the world with a sin nature.  A sin nature that could tempt him to commit all manner of sin.

Paul, recognizing this same thing, says to believers today: 

Galatians 6:1:-

“Brethren, if a {Christian} man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”

German poet, novelist, playwright, and natural philosopher Johann Wolfgang von Goethe said that he saw no fault committed which he too might not have committed.  That same statement can be endorsed by any honest person on earth today.

One of the most important English writers of the 18th century Samuel Johnson said: “﻿Every man knows that of himself which he dares not tell his dearest friend.﻿” 

Even Roman dramatist, pagan philosopher, & politician Seneca, said: “﻿We must say of ourselves that we are evil, have been evil, and unhappily, I must add—shall be also in the future.  Nobody can deliver himself; someone must stretch out a hand to lift him up.﻿” 

And the Word of God confirms this.  Even the writer of Ecclesiastes says in Ecclesiastes 7:20:

“For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin.”

Also in the Book of Proverbs chapter 30 verse 12, we read:

“There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes, yet is not washed from its filthiness.”

This verse describes those people who are self-righteous, sanctimonious and unclean, yet they have no sense of shame and are not at all sensitive to sin.  Outwardly they appear like whitewashed tombs, but inwardly, they are full of dead men’s bones!!

Today there are many sitting in our churches like that, and these people do not realize that in God’s sight they are sinners and need cleansing. 

Paul says in Romans 7:18:

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.”

David, just like the apostle Paul, went right down to the root of the matter.  He acknowledged that he was born with a sin nature.

David also remembers that God requires us to be truthful to Him and to others.

Absolute truth is the revelation of God's Word, and we must live that truth in the INNER self. 

David begins to pray for help in the inward life, which is where God wants truth to be found.

He says in VERSE 6:

"Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom." 

God is not interested in what you have been on the surface.  You may be baptized and be nothing more than a baptized sinner, still unsaved.  You may be a member of a church, but that may be all exterior.  You still could be lost. 

God says He desires truth on the inside.

Truth, Integrity, and honesty.  Are these words descriptive of YOUR character?  If you want to have a positive impact on others, they NEED to be.  Your reputation and your capacity to influence people, hinges on your ability to be trusted.  And though trust often takes years to develop, it takes only seconds to be destroyed.

God takes delight when He sees truth, stability, integrity and good works in a believer’s life.  

Psalm 15:1-2:-

1.  “Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 

2.  He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart;”
As a society, we have always placed a high value on telling the truth.  

When we were little children, our parents told us that we should always tell them the truth.  They tried to instil within us the value of honesty.  They told us that honesty was always the best policy. 

Sometimes we didn’t believe them, especially when to tell the truth would get us in trouble.  So we experimented with the truth.  And some of us found out the hard way that telling a lie got us into more trouble.  Now that we are adults, we teach our children the importance of telling the truth.

Honesty is one form of truth.  But is there a bigger form of truth?  Is there truth on a universal scale?  Is there truth that applies to all people?  Is there truth that can guide our lives and give us fulfilment and purpose?

As he was examining Jesus, Pilate asked, "What is truth? " 

How ironic that the Truth Incarnate, Jesus Christ was standing before him but Pilate did not recognise Him!!  - Why not?

Because only an awakened conscience is really desirous of knowing what is truth.  The fact that Pilate walked out without waiting for Jesus to reply indicates that he wasn’t interested in the truth.

In effect, Pilate was saying: "Truth"! - is it for that you are sacrificing your life?

Pilate’s question: “what is truth” is really the same question people are asking today.  And when some try to answer that question we find there are a lot of smoke and mirrors but not much clarity and light.  

It makes you wonder whether people really want to know the truth.  With many, the truth hurts!!

Most people today have rejected the idea of any absolute truth in favour of “situational” truth.  In other words, truth is relative to my situation.  What is true in one situation may not be true in another. 

A whole philosophy of thinking known as "situation ethics" has helped advance the notion that truth is “relative”.  The best you can hope for, in this thinking, is to find a truth that works for you.

The idea that there is absolute truth has been rejected by most of our society.  And there are a couple of reasons for this rejection. 

One reason is that the notion of absolute truth implies an absolute Truth-giver.  In other words, there may be a God.  This means that we will be held responsible and accountable for our words and actions.

The idea of a God who gives truth and expects people to live by that truth is troubling to many.  They want to avoid the issue like the plague!!

But there is another reason why people have rejected absolute truth.  They have rejected it because of those who have claimed to speak for God. 

Unfortunately, because of the poor examples of many so-called Christians, people have come to doubt that Christianity is true and factual.  When they see people saying one thing and doing another, or when they hear people speaking the truth in such an unloving, uncaring way, they wonder.  And you really can’t blame them. 

The truth is, truth has a moral dimension.  Our lives must reflect the truth that our lips declare.  We must “walk the talk”.

But the fact remains that there has been and still is a war on truth.  

It is a war for the precious minds of our children.  It is a war for the mind of every individual in our society. 

It is a war fought on many fronts, but in essence it is a spiritual battle.  And while there is a spiritual enemy, he uses people to infiltrate and penetrate society.  And today he has many tools available.  Just look at our society today. 

With all of the technological advances in communications, we can literally be bombarded with information and/or propaganda. 

While not everyone in our society can read, our literacy rates are higher than they have ever been.  There are more books, newspapers, and magazines to read than ever before. 

The same is true for movies and videos.  There are more channels on TV than ever before.  

And now there is the Internet.  We are living in unprecedented times as far as our ability to communicate information is concerned.

But sadly, a great deal of information broadcast today is psycho-babble and misleading propaganda deliberately designed to brainwash society with false values, false standards and lies.

We need to cut through all the garbage and lies and seek the truth from the living God Who is absolute truth.

We need to fix it as an axiom in our thinking that nobody ever gets away with anything, anywhere, at any time, if that "anything" is dishonest, deceitful or untrue.

In fact, something dies the moment you are dishonest, or fail to be a person of integrity and honour.  Self-respect  and self-worth dies within you.  You see, we are made for integrity and we will not function well without it.  If you doubt that, have a good look around you.

It is only through the filling and ministry of God the Holy Spirit that Godly wisdom and spiritual truth can be placed in the innermost being of a believer.  This point is made clear in Job 38:36 when God challenges Job with:- 

“Who has put wisdom in the innermost being, or has given understanding to the mind ?”   

Truth has its origin in God. 

God is after truth in the inward parts, right down into the depths of our being.  Why?  

Because truth is a major feature and constituent of the Divine nature.  

God is called the “God of Truth” in Psalm 31:5.

Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Godhead, states in John 14:6 that He is "the truth."  In other words, truth is the very fabric of His being and defines Who He is.  He cannot lie because that is completely inconsistent with His character. 

Jesus described Himself as “The Truth”, and He described truth as a liberating friend.

John 8:32:-

"And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.''

Those who truly know the Lord Jesus are delivered from sin, they walk in the light, and are led by the Holy Spirit of God.  They are truly free and no longer in bondage. They have been liberated!!

Jesus said in John 18:37:-

"To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth."   

The Holy Spirit is described in John 16:13 as the “Spirit of Truth”. 

John 16:13:-

"However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth;".  

The Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, are characterized by this feature – absolute truth! 

Absolute truth is the revelation of God's Word, and we must live that truth in the inner self.  – that is, if we seek true freedom and happiness.

God has set His heart upon having people who are partakers of the Divine nature, that what is true of Himself, shall also be true of His children - those begotten of Him.

Ephesians 4:15, 25 tells us that we are to put aside falsehood and lying and speak the truth in love.  Truth is the element in which we are to live, move and have our being.

When David lived a lie – When he was guilty of great deceit, he suffered greatly.  His life was a living nightmare!

How quickly we forget that deception is the most subtle of all satanic strongholds.  It can easily show its ugly head in every facet of human life!!

Have you ever noticed that all people with addictive behaviour LIE to themselves and to others almost continuously? 

For example, the alcoholic lies about his drinking, the anorexic lies about her eating, and the sex offender lies about his behaviour. 

Lying is an evil defence prompted by the father of lies, Satan. (John 8:44).  His mission is to steal, kill, and destroy and to counterfeit every blessing and promise God has for your life. (John 10:10)

In order to avoid the enemy's pitfalls, you need to earnestly seek truth. 

Proverbs 23:23 says, "Buy the truth, and do not sell it." 

We should be willing to pay a great price for truth, but unwilling to sell it for any consideration.

The same goes for wisdom and instruction and understanding.  We should spare no pains to acquire them, but never surrender them for anything in the world!!

Though seeking truth may involve some sacrifices, it is the most worthwhile pursuit you can embark on because once obtained, it is one of your most valuable assets.

The first step in any recovery programme from addictive behaviour is to get out of denial and face the truth.  Truth is never an enemy; it is always a liberating friend. 

People in bondage to living a lie grow exhausted and fatigued of the darkness.  They begin to hate sneaking around, lying and covering up all the time. 

1st John 1:5 says that "God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all." 

God cannot look with favour on any form of SIN.  Nothing is ever hidden from Him.

Hebrews 4:13 says:

“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”

There is great freedom when truth dispels the anguish of living a lie.

Choosing the truth may be difficult for some people if they have been living a lie for many years.  They may need to seek professional help to weed out the various defence mechanisms they have depended on all this time to survive.  But truth will truly liberate them and set them free!!

The Christian needs only one defence:- Jesus Christ, our Advocate and Great High Priest!! 

Knowing that you are forgiven and accepted as God's child sets you free to face reality and choose the truth.

We need to ask God each day to lead us in all truth, and we need to remember to “gird our waist with truth”  as  instructed in Ephesians 6:14.  By endeavouring to walk in truth, God will help keep you from being deceived and led astray by Satan's tactics.

David writes in our verse 6 that God desires truth "in the inward part."  Therefore, truth must first take root in your heart before it can flow into the lives of others. 

Jesus said: "For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks."   (Matthew 12:34). 

If you fill your heart with truth by reading God's Word on a daily basis and praying for His wisdom, then, when you encounter a compromising situation you will be able to respond ethically and honestly.

Why? - Because you have trained yourself to distinguish good from evil and to test everything by the truth of God’s Word.  God’s Word, the Bible, is absolute truth.

Buckminster Fuller once said:  "On personal integrity hangs humanity's fate." 

Truth is the only sure foundation on which to build your life. - Why?  

Because it is the only stable force capable of withstanding the pressures of this world.  It’s the only sure road map through the jungle of lies, confusion and deception in this world.

Living a life of deception always leads to dissension, disappointment, and destruction, but living a life of truth produces peace, purpose, and fulfilment.

In God’s Presence right now ask yourself:

Am I honest?   Am I a person of integrity?   Can my word be trusted?

Outside of God, no one else but YOU really knows the truth about yourself.

Ask God today to illuminate your heart and mind with His truth.  Ask Him to reveal the areas in your life where you are not fully acknowledging His life-giving directions.  Then allow the Lord to make you a vessel for sharing His truth with a lost and dying world.

Let’s move on to VERSE 7:

"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow."    

In verse 7, David pleads to be purged (purified/cleansed) with hyssop.

What is hyssop?  This was probably the “Caper plant”, which grows out of the wall having stalks which possess internal cleansing properties.  Hyssop is a sponge-like plant that grew on rocks in Israel which was used to apply the blood of the offering to the altar, or the doorpost, or whatever. 

An interesting sideline is a statement from a scientific journal that penicillin was found growing on hyssop.  However, hyssop had to do with something penicillin can’t cure: - SIN. 

To be “purged with hyssop” is a figurative expression that declares the need for a blood sacrifice.  

Again many people are troubled about this.  “Why all of this blood in the Old Testament?  Why the millions of lambs, bulls, and goats and the continual flow of blood?”   Some have even called Judaism a "slaughterhouse" religion because of this. 

But God makes very clear that all of these Old Testament sacrifices were pointing toward the once and for all blood sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ is the central focus of all that God has done, is doing, and is going to do.  He is the central focus of all the Scriptures. 

The Old Testament points TOWARD Him.   And the New Testament points TO Him. 

He is foreshadowed in the Old, and revealed in the New. 

In the Old, He is seen in symbol and type; and in the New, He is revealed as the reality behind it all.  The Gospel message is a message about Christ who is the REALITY. 

His life had to be laid down in death so that our sins could be forgiven.  But now the question comes: “Why was this necessary?  Why did He have to die for our sins to be forgiven?”

Sin is so deeply imbedded in us that it cannot be cured by anything but death.

Romans 6:23 tells us quite clearly that: 

“the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The good news is that Jesus took our death so that we could have His eternal life. (John 1:4; 14:6; I John 5:10-12). 

We receive physical life from our parents at our first birth and we receive spiritual life and eternal life at our second birth.  This is why Jesus told Nicodemus that in order to enter the kingdom of God he must be “born again”. (John 3:5-8)

The old sin nature opposes God and is naturally antagonist toward the truth of God.  It is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.  In short, it is totally incurable.  This is the root cause of ALL the misery and heartache and injustice and evil of life.  It is infected with a fatal virus and it cannot be changed.

There is nothing you can do to change the destructive power of the old sin nature.  Even God cannot make it better, He cannot cleanse it or wash it; He can only put it to death. 

And that is exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ did with it when He died on the Cross many centuries later.  He took that fatal human nature, and He put it to death, because that was all it was good for!! 

Because we are “in Christ” through the work of the Holy Spirit, God sees us as having DIED with Christ.  This means that we CAN have victory over the old sin nature that wants so desperately to control us.  As a Christian, we can do all things required of us by God through Christ Who strengthens us.

David understands that now.  He says to God: "If you are going to deal with this terrible fountain of evil in me, I can see that it must be put to death.  It must be purged with hyssop, then I will be clean."  He prays that the Lord, like a priest, may cleanse him from his defilement.  

The unclean, such as lepers, used to present themselves before the priest on the occasion of their purification.  The priest, being satisfied that the unclean person had met the requirements for purification, would take a bunch of “hyssop” and sprinkle the person with water, - symbolic of ritual cleansing.  

Here DAVID petitions the Lord to be his Priest by taking the hyssop and by declaring him cleansed from all sin.  DAVID likens himself to a LEPER!!   He saw himself stained and defiled by sin.  David desperately wanted to be washed clean by God.

In the Hebrew language there are two words to express the different kinds of washing, and they are always used very, very carefully. 

The first usage signifies that kind of washing which pervades the substance of the thing washed, and cleanses it thoroughly. 

The second usage expresses that kind of washing which only cleanses the SURFACE of a substance which the water cannot penetrate.  

The first usage is applied to the washing of CLOTHES and the second usage is used for washing some part of the BODY.  

By a beautiful and strong metaphor, David deliberately uses the first usage word in verses 7 and 2 of Psalm 51. (“thorough cleansing”)

Perhaps David’s mind slipped back to his nation’s FIRST Passover night some 5 centuries before.  Doubtless, he had read the account in Exodus 12:21-22 many times:-

Exodus 12:21-22:-

21.  “Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Pick out and take lambs for yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb. 

22.  "And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his house until morning".”

David said: 

Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean.  Wash me from these sins and restore me to fellowship with You once again.”

So, God purged David. 

Later, David’s “greater Son”, the Lord Jesus Christ would perform this same ministry for ALL believers everywhere:-

Hebrews 1:3b:-

…..“when He {Jesus Christ} had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,”

The Creator and the Sustainer of all life and matter in the universe became the Sin-bearer.  Notice that in order to create the universe, He only had to speak.  In order to maintain and guide the universe, He only has to speak because no moral problem is involved.  But in order to put away our sin once for all, He had to die on that cruel Roman cross of Calvary!!

Why?  Because without the shedding of blood, there is no remission, no pardon, no release from the penalty of sin, which is death. (Hebrews 9:22)

In Christ and in Him alone the penalty for sin is fully discharged and cleansing is provided for all who will come to Him in faith.

It is simply staggering to think that the sovereign Lord would condescend to become the Sacrificial Lamb and die as our Substitute and our Representative!!

Jesus Christ died not only as our Substitute, - that is, “FOR us”, or, in our place” – but He ALSO died as our Representative, that is, “AS” us.

Therefore, when He died, WE died!!   This is a glorious positional truth.

Isaac Watts’ hymn says it all:

“Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my ALL”.

David wanted God to purge and cleanse him that he might be whiter than snow.  

Some 3 centuries later, God would use David’s words in addressing sinful Israel.  Through the mouth of the evangelical prophet ISAIAH, Almighty God gave His well-known Gospel invitation in Isaiah 1:18:-

“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the LORD,  “Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as WHITE AS SNOW;  though they are red like crimson, they will be like WOOL”    

How great and loving is our God!!

“Let us reason together” was a courtroom term.  The LORD was saying in effect:

“Let us implead one another as PLAINTIFF and DEFENDANT at a court of law”.

God appeals to man’s INTELLECT as well as to his EMOTIONS.  That’s why we shouldn’t put our brains into NEUTRAL in our dealing with God.   (Isaiah 43:26; Romans 12:1; Matthew 22:37; 2nd Peter 3:1).

To be "white as snow " was a metaphor of forgiveness, the removal of the stain and contamination of sin.  This is an understanding of God’s forgiveness, an understanding that when we come to a recognition of sin there is a forgiveness in God’s grace.

God put forward a similar challenge and invitation in Isaiah 43:26:

Isaiah 43:26:-.

“Put me in remembrance; let us argue our case together, State your cause, that you may be proved right.”   

The DEFENDANTS in this case were the guilty Israelites who had repented and shown a will to lead a godly life as instructed by God in Isaiah 1:16-17.

Our loving God is still inviting people today to come to Him for cleansing, forgiveness and salvation.

Believers today can praise God and rejoice that no matter how monstrous our sins might be, nevertheless, the grace of God is able to cleanse us completely and restore the believer to the snowy whiteness of innocence!!!

Let’s move on to VERSE 8:

"Make me to hear joy and gladness, That the bones which You have broken may rejoice." 

Verse 8a:

“Make me to hear joy and gladness” 

The Hebrew here really means: “make to hear” -- "Make me to hear joy and gladness." 

In other words David, the sweet Singer of Israel, is saying: “When I sinned, I lost my song.  It has been so long since I have known what real joy and gladness are.  Let me hear the music of rejoicing once again.”

David recognises that spiritual joys spring only from God, so he prays that his ears may be sanctified to the hearing of JOY and GLADNESS.  He prays that this spiritual joy will reach into his innermost being.

David continues by saying:

“That the bones which You have broken may rejoice.”  ( Verse 8b )

Now this does not mean that God actually broke any of David’s bones.  It just felt as if He had!!   The pains and agonies of mind that David had been going through were consistent with the torture and pain that he could imagine would be his if his bones had actually been crushed and broken.

Interestingly, the original Hebrew word signifies more than just “broken”.  It also implies the meaning of being entirely mashed.  

David in effect is saying:  “In my backslidden condition, it seemed that you had crippled me by breaking and mashing my bones.  I could no longer dance before You in the holy festivals.  Now heal those fractures so that I may join Your people in praising Your Name in the dance.”

David compares the sheer JOY that being reconciled to God would produce in his mind and soul.  He was tired of the guilt and misery caused by his SIN and he was also well aware that God had been severely disciplining him.

God clearly disciplines His children when they sin.  Make no mistake about it!!   As their Heavenly Father, He has this sovereign right to do so.  It is also a clear indication to the believer that God does love him and cares for him, and in his own interest, disciplines him accordingly.

Hebrews 12:5-6:-

5.  “And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 

6.  For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.'' ”

We tend to think of chastisement as a whipping.  But the word here means, “child training” or, “education”.  It includes instruction, discipline, correction and warning.

David had a wonderful understanding of God’s forgiveness.  He understood that when we come to a recognition and acknowledgement of SIN there is a forgiveness in God’s mercy and grace.

It is important for us to realize not only the magnitude of our sin, but also the magnitude of God’s grace and the forgiveness that He brings into a person’s life.

So far we have seen that David knew the way into the heart of God. 

David said in verse 8:

“﻿Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow﻿” 

What makes it possible for God to do this?

It is the application of the death of Christ on the cross to the life, that makes forgiveness and cleansing from sin possible.

Not one sin can go unjudged, and whether we like to admit it or not, we are ALL sinners.  God cannot pardon the guilty without the penalty being paid.  Let’s be clear on that.  He does not operate like our Supreme Court.  God hates sin and God will punish sin.  By no means will He exonerate the guilty without the penalty being paid. 

Jesus Christ bore the judgment of all men that we might be saved by simple faith in the sufficiency of the sacrifice that He made.  He is God, and since, in His earthly appearance, He was perfectly righteous and sinless, He was able to bear the judgment of our sins.

It is humbling to think that God spared Abraham’s son; but He did not spare His own Son when He had my sin and your sin upon Him. 

On the cross Jesus said, “﻿… Father, forgive them …﻿” (Luke 23:34). 

Forgive them!!   How can He forgive them?   How can He extend mercy and forgiveness to so many? 

How can He forgive iniquity?   How can He forgive David?  - And how can He forgive you and me? ﻿
We were in bondage, slaves to sin and unable to free ourselves.  We desperately needed to be liberated.

Ephesians 1:7:-

“In Him {Christ} we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”

The Lord is the Redeemer. - We are the redeemed.   His precious blood is the ransom price; nothing less would do.

One of the results of redemption is the forgiveness of sins.  But forgiveness is NOT the same as redemption; - it is one of its FRUITS.

Every time you find forgiveness in the New Testament, the blood of Christ is close by.  God never forgives sin apart from the shed blood and death of Christ.  Never…Never!!! 

God is not forgiving sin simply because He is big-hearted and charitable.  He doesn’t forgive sin simply because you’ve caught Him in a good mood.  He forgives because His Son paid the penalty for it with His life. 

If any were to be saved, then Christ must bear the sins of ALL, in order to save those who believe.  And now with open arms God can say to you: “﻿I can extend mercy and forgiveness to you because My Son died for you.﻿”

However, this forgiveness must be appropriated by FAITH in Christ and in the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice.  Until a person accepts that sacrifice as the payment of the penalty for his own particular sins, those sins are not remitted. (not cancelled).  

People do not go to hell for being sinners.  They go to hell for rejecting the only possible payment for their sins that is sufficient to satisfy the demands of God’s justice.  

The wages of sin is death, and these are the wages that the eternal Son of God Incarnate Jesus Christ paid on our behalf.  (Romans 6:23)

Salvation is freely offered to all, but never forget that it came at an incredible price to God!!

That all are sinners is proven by the fact that everybody dies.  If a person was without sin, they would never die.  But anyone who has committed even one sin must die.  

Think about it.  It only took one sin for Lucifer to become lost.  It only took one sin for Eve to become lost.  It only took one sin for Adam to become lost.

How many sins does it take for an unbeliever to become lost?   Only one!!

My friend, if you have committed even one sin, then you are absolutely incapable of getting to Heaven on your own merits.  You must turn to the One who has paid your penalty for you, Jesus Christ the Righteous.  There is salvation in Him alone!!

Notice now David’s cry for cleansing and communion.

VERSE 9:

“Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.”  

Here he is saying: 

"Father, if I'm going to be able to be free from falling again, then something has got to be done about the past.  I can't always be having it thrown up to me forever.  That only depresses and discourages me and if I'm going to have to live with my wretched, miserable past, I will be defeated over and over again.  So, God, I'm asking you, hide Your face from my sins and blot out the last vestige of my enormous iniquities.  How they stab me every time I think of them!!”

Certainly God is ready and willing to do that.  David is only asking for what God has said He would do.

Interestingly, in verse 3, David said that this sin was always in his sight; and now he prays that God will put it out of HIS (God's) sight!!   

David says, “HIDE Your face from my sins”.

The Hebrew verb “hide” properly signifies to “veil” or “hide within a veil”.  

David is pleading with God not to continue looking upon his sins, but in response to his acknowledgment and confession of them, to cancel out his iniquities and reconcile him to fellowship again with the Father.

How absolutely imperative it is for the believer to promptly confess all known sin to the Father.

In Jeremiah 16:17, God says:-

“For My eyes are on all their ways, they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity concealed from My eyes”     

Not even the “smallest” sin can escape the notice of God, and once committed, it immediately breaks off fellowship and communication with the Father.  

It then puts the sinning believer under the control of his lower creature nature, and also, under divine discipline from the Father.  This discipline will intensify until the believer confesses all known sin to the Father.  And until this is done, the believer will continue to produce works of the flesh and become increasingly miserable as David was. (Galatians 5:19-21) 

It is only when the believer has utilised the promise found in 1st John 1:9 and confessed all known sins to the Father, that he can experience “the peace of God which surpasses all human understanding”.   (Philippians 4:7).

VERSE 10:


“Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

We need to understand the change between verse 9 and verse 10.  It is a radical change. 

To this point David has been talking about forgiveness, with all the ritual language of washing and cleansing.  This is the correct priestly language of what should happen when God forgives.

Yet, verse 10 moves away from the language of the temple and the rituals, and so moves away from the language of forgiveness.  Notice there are different terms used here. 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

Something is different here.  There is talk of newness, of a new creation.  This is not the language of cleansing the old, but of creating something NEW.  And there is also the language of stability here, of a steadfastness that comes from within.  This is not just the language of forgiveness, but of something more than forgiveness.

Part of the problem with forgiveness is that it can only deal with the results of sin.  Like Paul’s argument about the law in Romans, the problem with any legal or ritualised conception of relationship with God is that law and atonement rituals can only deal with violation.  Forgiveness can only apply after the violation has occurred.  

Of course, that is necessary, especially in the context of sins such as these.  We must not minimize the nature of sin and the dimension of God’s grace that makes forgiveness possible.  Yet, if we are not careful, as important as that emphasis on forgiveness might be at some stage, it is easy to focus on the remedy for the sinful acts without ever asking what might cause them.

Forgiveness can all too easily become trapped in a cycle of sin and forgiveness, so that we become more preoccupied with responding to sin than we are with being faithful to God in the first place. 

Biblically, sin is a matter of the heart and is described in terms of unfaithfulness and disobedience.  That suggests that a solution must involve the heart.

How many times will God forgive?  It is an easy question to ask, especially if we are talking about ourselves.  We easily want to claim the broadest dimension of God’s grace, and affirm that his grace is unending. 

But when we ask this question about ourselves, we need to realize that we are really asking the wrong question.  It is not a matter of how many times will God forgive.  That is unending.  The more important question is:

Why should we keep on sinning so that God has to forgive?

Here is the significance of the shift from the language of forgiveness to the language of a NEW creation between verses nine and ten. 

The first nine verses clearly portray the honesty of someone who has come face to face, not only with WHAT they have done, but also with WHO they are. 

David has admitted that his very existence is defined by SIN.  The cry here from the heart of David is a cry for change, realizing that there has to be a better way than just forgiveness.  There must be something more than going through the cycle of sin and forgiveness.  There must be something better than risking again becoming in practice what he has always been in his heart. 

There must be a better way, as Paul so eloquently echoes in Romans 7. 

I want to suggest that verse 10 is that better way.

See the progress David is making here?  He sees he must deal with this old life, this old heart, his old past, that it must be put to death. 

David prayed that the Lord would create in him a NEW, pure heart, NOT to correct his OLD heart, but to create in him a completely NEW and clean heart.  

David recognised that his heart was like and old garment.  It was so rotten and tattered that it was useless to simply patch or piece it - IT HAD TO BE CHANGED!!!

In other words, there was nothing in David’s heart that God could use.  David was not asking for it to be reformed or overhauled.  He was asking for something NEW. 

“﻿Create in me a NEW heart﻿” is what David is asking for.

What does David have in mind as he is calling out to God for a clean heart? 

Hebrew thought conceived of human physiology differently from the way we do.  We usually think of the heart as the seat of emotions.  But what David is really praying for is a clean MIND.  

For those in Biblical times the heart in one's chest was the organ of THOUGHT.  So, David is actually asking for a clean MIND.  

Now that's a remarkable request, isn't it? 

Think of all the habitual patterns that you long to have removed from your mind.  Think of memories of the bad scenes that replay themselves over and over again.  Those memories that not only were hurtful in their own day but that have the possibility of influencing you again, dragging you down paths you don't want to take. 

To pray for a clean MIND is to call for the cleaning out of the memories of abuse, self-pity, lust, hurts and failures.  

A clean mind is a new capacity to think, see, react, and judge, - not the old one that's covered with muck from the past. 

To pray for a newly created heart and for a new spirit is a confession that the heart, the will of the person, is the SOURCE of the problem.  

It is an admission that the hidden motives and intentions of David are so perverted and unstable that nothing short of a NEW creation and a steadfastness from God will bring any significant change in who he is.  And he has already confessed that he desperately needs to change.

Notice that David doesn’t ask God to “give” him a clean heart; instead he asks Him to “create” one.  David under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit carefully used the word "BARA” for the word “create”.

David used the same word for creation as Moses used in Genesis 1:1:

“In the beginning God CREATED ("bara") the heavens and the earth.”

The word “bara” means to create something out of nothing”.  

It is a word used exclusively of the work of God and shows that the requested change in David could only be done by God.  Only God can bring the newness that the word "create" suggests.

Only God can create something from nothing.  This, Satan cannot do.  Satan himself is a created being and does not have the power to create something out of nothing.

Here there is no idea of washing the old heart and trying to remove the contamination of sin.  

David is no longer simply praying for continued forgiveness, but for a radical change in who he is.  There is recognition here that the problem is not really the failure in sinning, but a problem of the heart that CAUSED the sin. 

In Hebrew, the "heart" is a metaphor for the seat of the intellect, the centre of the will and decision-making.  

So David cries: “﻿Create in me a new heart﻿”.

The apostle Paul states in 2nd Corinthians 5:17 that whenever a person becomes a part of the body of Christ by FAITH, there is a NEW act of creation by Almighty God.  

In other words, a miracle takes place every time a believing sinner is reborn spiritually!!

2nd Corinthians 5:17:-

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW CREATION; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 

Let’s have no misunderstanding of what this verse really means.

Our new creation “In Christ” is no mere strengthening of our own powers.  Neither is it God’s Grace aiding our natural weakness.  Nor is it an improvement in our moral habits.

It is a NEW creation out of nothing which we certainly did NOT have before our salvation.  There was nothing in us whereof to make it.  We were decayed, corrupt and dead in trespasses and sins.  What is dead cannot become alive, except by the infusion of what it never had before.

Paul refers to this NEW creation again in Colossians 3:9-10:

Colossians 3:9-10:-

9.  “Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 

10.  and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,”

The words "old man " refer to what belongs to the PAST. - The believer’s former self before his conversion. 

It is OLD because it has been superseded by that which is NEW. 

God wants us to completely rid ourselves of the OLD life.  The life in the old man is an obsolete mode of life because the Christian has NEW life in Christ.

Just as the “old man” refers to all that we were as sons of Adam, with an unregenerate nature, so the “new man” refers to our new position in Christ as children of God.  There has been a NEW creation, and we are new creatures.  Sometimes the sheer magnitude of this takes a long time for some believers to grasp.

The Greek verbs translated "put off "  and "put on "  in verses 9 & 10 clearly indicate a once-for-all action. 

When we trust Christ, we are to put off the OLD life and put on the NEW.  

The OLD man has been crucified and buried, and the NEW man is now in control.

The “OLD man” doesn’t pass into the “NEW man”, - it is “PUT OFF”.   

It is not a basis for the new life, but a hindrance to it!!!   It must be “PUT OFF” and the new man “PUT ON” – “in Christ Jesus”  (Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:9-10).

God’s purpose is that this “NEW man” should always be growing more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ.  The image of God is not seen in the shape of our bodies, but in the beauty of the renewed mind and heart.

The second half of our verse 10 parallels the first half.  David says: 

"...And renew a steadfast spirit within me." 

Lacking steadfastness, frequently failing, constantly being weak in the same way over and over again, are also the concern of David's prayer. 

Again, we see God the Creator bringing into being something that never existed before: - a steadfast spirit. 

This Hebrew word for “steadfast” means to establish as firm and solid.  

David is praying for a steadfast spirit that can be strong enough so that the old, bad habits don't have command anymore.  But David cannot make that happen by himself.  The rituals of the temple cannot make that change either. 

The sacrifices and the water may symbolize God’s forgiveness, but forgiveness is not the same as creation.  Something has to happen beyond the forgiveness.  Something has to happen inside David on the level of the heart, that deals with who he is. 

So he cries out: "Create in me a new heart, a new mind.  I know that if the fountain is clean, the stream flowing from it will be clean as well.  Yes, Lord, renew my entire inner self so it will be steadfast in guarding against future outbreaks of sin.  Make me able to say “no” to things that are unhealthy to me.  I don't want to be what I used to be."

David continues to plead with God and says:

VERSE 11:

“Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.” 

As we consider verse 11 from a Christian perspective, we have to be careful that we do not misread it nor misunderstand it. 

Prior to the day of Pentecost we find many occasions where God was angered and cast people away from His Presence. (2nd Kings 13:23; 24:20; Jeremiah 7:15; 52:3).

Just as lepers were banished from society until cleansed, and as Saul was rejected from being King because he disobeyed the Word of the Lord, David could not but feel that the enormity of his sins also would have deserved a similar rejection (1st Samuel 15:23).  He wanted to be spared from that fate.

David prays a prayer however, which NO BELIEVER need or should request today. 

“And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.”

Unlike the church age in which we live today where the Holy Spirit permanently indwells each and every believer, in Old Testament times, this was not so.

In those days the Holy Spirit came upon believers only so that a specific task could be performed after which the Holy Spirit could depart from that person.

Regardless of the seriousness of our sin(s), we need not concern ourselves over ever losing the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Once we are born again, our life in Christ is sealed for all eternity.

But the problem, in the language of the New Testament, is that many don't seem to believe it!!  We don't live as if we know for sure that we're loved by God and that we have His power available to us.  We quickly forget that God the Holy Spirit permanently indwells us and will give us power to serve God.

In the upper room our Lord promised:-

John 14:16:-

“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you FOREVER.”

There is a tremendous comfort for the believer today, to know that despite his inadequacies, failures and sin, he is permanently indwelled by God the Holy Spirit.

And he is the recipient of God’s wonderful grace provisions, many of which were never available to David.  

Also, the Holy Spirit will never be taken away from him and God will NEVER forsake him.  

This should give the believer great confidence and assurance.

Hebrews 13:5-b:- (Amplified)

“for He [God] ﻿﻿Himself has said, I will not in any way fail you nor ﻿﻿give you up nor leave you without support. [I will] not, ﻿﻿[I will] not, [I will] not in any degree leave you helpless nor  forsake nor ﻿ ﻿let [you] down (﻿﻿relax My hold on you)!” [﻿Assuredly not!]
The believer in the Church Age has the unique opportunity to serve Christ now while living in a mortal body.  During this time he can experience God’s marvellous grace in times and conditions of trials, temptations, crises, and despair.  After death, he will not experience any of these problems!!  (Revelation 7:17,21:4)

VERSE 12:


“Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me with Your generous Spirit."  

 How can God restore that which he didn’t take away?  God is not responsible for the loss of David’s joy of salvation.  David lost this joy through sin.  David is to blame; - not God!!

It is David’s responsibility and duty to retrieve the joy of salvation through confession of all known sin and then to again submit to God through obedience to Him and to His Word.

A loving parent may choose a fitting place, and a fitting time to let their little child topple over and fall.  It is learning to walk but it is becoming somewhat over-confident and may come to a dangerous place.  Being possessed of all this new-found confidence, it may fall and seriously harm itself.

So, the loving parent may deliberately permit the child to fall at the appropriate time and at a certain place and in such a way that it may be a little shaken – but not dangerously so!!!   It won’t be hurt in any way.

The child has now lost some of its confidence, and clings all the more fondly and trustingly to the strong hand that is able to hold up all its goings.

So also David, this little child of Almighty God had fallen; it is a bad fall and it feels to him as if all his bones are broken, and mashed.  However, it has been a precious and profitable lesson to him.  He has no confidence any longer in himself and places his complete trust now in the strong arm of his God.

Every believer at some time or other in their lives will need to pray this same prayer that David prayed in verse 12.  As with David, God will sometimes permit us to fall in order that we may learn humility and to learn to completely depend upon His Grace and His strength – NOT OUR OWN!

We must come to the same place that the Apostle Paul did when he said in Philippians 4:13:-

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

God has given us the power to break away from these things that cause us to slip and fall. 

Peter states in 2nd Peter 1:3 that: 

"His divine power has granted to us all things that pertains to life and godliness………." 

This passage should be of immense interest to every Christian because it tells how we can keep from falling in this life.  And it tells how we can be assured of a triumphal entry into the next.

First, we are assured that God has made full provision for us to have a life of holiness.  This provision is said to be an evidence of His divine power.  Just as His power saves us in the first place, so His power energises us to live holy lives from then on.

The order is: - first life, then godliness.  The very possession of the life of Jesus Christ in us is the power that it takes to break away from habits of sin. 

No person will ever be free from the awful grip of evil upon his or her life until he understands that he already has from God all that it takes to be free, IF he will but step out in faith and believe it. 

How about TOU, today?  Do you firmly believe that you already have from God all that it takes to be free from the lure of sin, and to be able to say, “no” to temptation?

David is also asking for help: "Lord, give me this willing spirit," he says, and God immediately gives it.  Then it must be acted on.  That is the point.  Do not wait for a feeling to come that you are forgiven.  God has said you ARE forgiven.  Do not wait for a feeling of power to possess you.  God has declared He has already given you the power. 

As you believe Him (and that is what faith is) you can do what you need to do and what God wants you to do.  Then you will know true inner peace and joy!!

Who can speak in confidence of his own strength, when he sees David fall?  David, this man of faith; this man after God’s own heart, this friend of God.  

Who can despair of Divine mercy and forgiveness when he sees David forgiven of such enormous sins?

We move on now to the final transformation of David which begins in our verse 13.  David outlines for us the ministry that follows one who has found this kind of mercy and forgiveness.

First, there is the ministry of teaching.

VERSE 13:

“Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted {turned back/restored} to You.”   

David is willing to share with others in teaching what he has himself learned about God.

The one who was once, for a period of time, nothing but a sinner, who had to FACE himself in light of where his sin had led him, can now envision turning to concern for other sinners. 

One of the reasons why many people do not become Christians today is that many believers are not teaching out of their own bitter experiences in life.  Instead of talking about God’s forgiveness purely as an academic subject, those who have really been forgiven ought to be sharing how wonderful it is to be set free. 

Many are struggling along in guilt because they have never seen what a relief, what a glory it is, to have God refuse to hold a man's transgressions against him.  Teaching others should always follow our own experience of forgiveness. 

The word “transgressors” in verse 13 refers to believers who like David, had fallen away through sin in their lives.  It refers to backslidden believers.  

David promises to work toward restoring backslidden believers back to fellowship with God, and also, to endeavour to convert unbelievers to believe in his God.  As an expression of gratitude, and as the result of his own painful experience, David would show them, from that experience, the evil and the bitterness of sin in itself. 

He would show them the dreadful consequences which always follow sin.

He would show them the nature of true repentance. 

He would show them what was required in order that sin might be forgiven by God. 

He would encourage them to come to that God Who had forgiven him. 

David says that, as a result of this:

“And sinners shall be converted {turned back/restored} to You.”   

The verb, “convert” means "turn back" and is the same as the verb at the beginning of the previous verse 12: "Restore {turn back} to me the joy of your salvation...." 

This verse is talking about the conversion {restoration} of God's own people after backslidings, and NOT of first conversion.

It was also used by Jesus when He prayed that Peter’s faith would not completely fail, even though He knew that very soon Peter would fall by denying three times that he knew Jesus.

Luke 22:32:-

"But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned {turned back} to Me, strengthen your brethren.''

When the joy of our salvation and our first love for Christ returns, the preaching of God’s Grace and the preaching of the glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ will automatically follow.  We will be once more be enthusiastic in our service for the Lord.  He will become our favourite talking point again.

Let’s suppose that two men are walking along the way and both of them fall into the same pit.  One is rescued out of it but selfishly goes his own way forgetting the other man still in the pit.  We would be quick to call such an act barbarous and inhumane, wouldn’t we?

It is an undeniable fact that all believers may at some time in their life fall into the mire and sludge of iniquity.  But since our gracious Lord extends His merciful hand to draw us out of this prison of sin, how can we possibly refuse to put out OUR hand to see if we can draw up our fellow (fallen) soldiers with us?

And, how can we possibly refuse to declare the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the unsaved who are still marooned in the Slave Market of sin?

Many are struggling along in guilt today because they have never experienced what a relief it is to have God refuse to hold a man's transgressions against him. 

David is tying together his joyfulness with his ability to influence those around him. 

We each have a personal testimony to say to those whose hearts are broken, who know failure and distress.  They may have a facade of confidence, but inside they are not confident at all.  They desperately need help.  We can say to such people:

"I was like that.  I once was blind, but I now can see.  I was lost, but now I am found.  And God can meet YOUR need as well.  God has turned my whole life around and He can do the same thing for YOU, too."

The new heart for which David prayed is not just to make him better.  It is really a gift to the world.  That newly created heart is a heart that beats for others, because it is a God- created heart.

Teaching others should always follow the experience and joy of our own forgiveness from God. 

The Christian life does not mean complete aloofness and separation from the world and its people.  The Christian life includes enthusiasm for the role of being a beggar who can tell other beggars where to find bread.

John 6:51 records the Saviour of the World, Jesus Christ as saying:-

“I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever;”
The changed, new person is a worshipping person, and verses 14-17 tell us some very helpful things about the nature of worship. 

VERSE 14:

"Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness."  

The “bloodguiltiness” that David begs God to deliver him from refers back to 2nd Samuel 12:9 where God through Nathan the prophet says:-

“Why have you despised the Word of the Lord by doing evil in His sight?  You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of Amnon.”

Then, God proceeds to pass sentence on David outlining the calamities that would now befall him, including the death of his child born to him by Uriah’s widow.  However, despite these calamities God mercifully spared David’s life.

Let’s see what was to befall David:

2nd Samuel 12:10-11:-

10.  “`Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 

11.  "Thus says the Lord: `Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.”

This declaration by God was fulfilled by David’s third son Absalom in 2nd Samuel 16:22.

“So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel.”

David would spend the rest of his life dealing with the unfolding awful consequences of his terrible sins.  

2nd Samuel 12:1-14 records the CONSEQUENCES of one of the blackest hours in David’s life.  He had been guilty of the capital sins of ADULTERY and MURDER.

David had actually disobeyed four of the Ten Commandments of the Law.

“Thou shalt not kill; Thou shalt not commit adultery; Thou shalt not steal; Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife”.

Though David’s repentance was sincere, there would be necessary repercussions in David’s life:- As we just saw in 2nd Samuel 12:10, the sword would never depart from his house.  David was a soldier, a man of war, and life for him was very difficult for the rest of his days.

Verses 11-12 of 2nd Samuel 12 said that evil would come upon him out of his own house and his wives would be taken and shamed publicly.  

In 2nd Samuel 12:14 Nathan the prophet told David that the child to Bathsheeba would die.  

2nd Samuel 12:14 

“the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”

God graciously and mercifully forgave David, but required his servant to pay back FOURFOLD.  You may recall that this was the SAME price that David as King would have made the rich man pay. (2nd Samuel 12-18).  His judgement of the rich man became self-fulfilling in his own life.

In 2nd Samuel 12:18, just seven days after David’s confession, the FIRST instalment comes due, for the child dies.  

Then, David’s eldest son AMNON, lusts after and eventually rapes his own half-sister, TAMAR.  The SECOND instalment on David’s debt had come due.   (2nd Samuel 13-14).

The THIRD disciplinary instalment took place when ABSALOM, the full brother of TAMAR, begins plotting the murder of Amnon and kills him two years later.  (2nd Samuel 13:29).

The FINAL instalment of David’s discipline is again through David’s son Absalom.  After murdering Amnon, Absalom flees into the desert and stays with his pagan grandfather for three years.  (2nd Samuel 13:38).

JOAB, the Commander-In-Chief of David’s armies, perceiving that David missed Absalom, employs a crafty woman from Tekoah to trick David into permitting Absalom to return to Jerusalem.

Absalom returns to Jerusalem but is refused an audience with his father for TWO years.

Finally, after Asalom burned a barley field to get attention, David agrees to see him.  (2nd Samuel 14:33).

Absalom begins planning a revolt against his father David, and after four years he is ready, and instigates the plot in Hebron.  (2nd Samuel 15:12).

The REBELLION gathers strength and David is forced to evacuate Jerusalem and head into the wilderness!   This all culminated in Absolom, David’s 3rd son being killed by Joab.

These were the awful consequences of David’s sins!!

We all need to remember that there are always 2 inevitable  “tag alongs” with every decision that a person makes in life.  Their names are: “responsibility” and consequences”.

Verse 14-b:

“And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness”  

In Psalm 32:1, David rejoices by saying;

“How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered!”  

(The Apostle Paul also quotes this verse in Romans 4:7)  It is only then that the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension can again be restored and experienced by the believer, and he will freely and joyfully praise God for His matchless Grace and Righteousness.

Have you noticed that sin always comes with a terrible price tag?  The “bill” is never presented until the end, and it is always far worse than ever anticipated by the sinner.

Just like David, every believer has an “old sin nature” capable of extremes of human good and of evil.  Consequently, believers are commanded to: “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”  (Galatians 5:16). 

To walk IN, or BY the Holy Spirit is to allow Him to have His way in your life.  It is to remain in communion, or, in fellowship with Him.  It is to make decisions in the light of HIS holiness.  It is to be pre-occupied with Jesus Christ, because the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to engage the believer with the Lord Jesus.

When we thus “walk in the Spirit”, the flesh, or, “self-life”, is treated as DEAD.  You see, it is impossible to be occupied with CHRIST and with SIN at the SAME time!! 

Like David again, if the believer is instead under the dictates of the old sin nature, then he becomes capable of committing any or all of the “deeds of the flesh” as outlined in Galatians 5:19-21.

Believers would do well to remember that God is faithful and just and will “pick up the tab” (forgive) when the believer confesses all known sins to Him.  (1st John 1:9)  

However, God will not necessarily absolve the believer from ALL of the consequences of those sins!!   That tab must be borne by the sinning believer and can follow him or her around for many, many years AFTER those sins have been confessed to God and forgiven.

VERSE 15:

“O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.”

Man often finds difficulty in untying the strings of his own stammering tongue,  but we see from Colossians 4:3-b:

Colossians 4:3-b:-

“….that God may open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ,….”
God did open the heart of LYDIA to, believe in Christ. (Acts 16:14-15) 

He opened The EARS of Isaiah to hear well. (Isaiah 1) 

He opened the EYES of Elisha to see well.  (2nd Kings 6) 

And here, the LIPS of David that he might profess openly praise to God. 

Unconfessed sin will result in a believer being out of fellowship with God and in a state of carnality which incurs discipline from the Father.  This will bring unhappiness, sorrow and misery in the unrepenting believer’s life.

It is important to remember that The Holy Spirit will convict the carnal believer of his sins, - but God will not open his LIPS.  The believer must open his own lips and confess all known sins to the Father.  After he has done this, he will then want to declare the praise of God to others.

VERSE 16: 


“For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering.”  

What a wonderful understanding these men and women of the Old Testament had of the nature and character of God!  They knew that he was not interested in burnt offerings and animals.  They saw beyond all that.

Inspired by God, the writer to the Hebrews states in Hebrews 10:4 that:

“….it is IMPOSSIBLE for the blood of bulls and goats to TAKE AWAY SINS”  

These sacrifices could for awhile COVER sin, but they could not cleanse it and remove it forever.  Only the precious shed blood of Jesus Christ can do that.  (Hebrews 10:6, 11;  Isaiah 1:11;  Jeremiah 6:20; Hosea 6:6;  Amos 5:21-22)

They knew that these things simply foreshadowed the Reality Who was to come, - Jesus Christ, Who would become the sacrificial Lamb of God.

The Old Testament sacrifices were never designed to put away sins, but rather to point toward the Lamb of God Who would take away the sins of the world.

The sinless Son of God became the Father’s sacrificial Lamb prepared by the Father even before He placed Adam in the Garden of Eden!

The Lamb of God was to be sacrificed on the cross as our Substitute and as our Representative.  Through the infinite value of His life the demands of God’s perfect justice and righteousness would be forever satisfied, and the barrier between God and man forever removed.

The only barrier now remaining between man and God is man’s irrepressible, stubborn will!! 

2nd Corinthians 5:21 tells us that our Lord Jesus Christ, Who knew no sin, became sin for us (by imputation) that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Man would be free at last to leave the slave market of sin through faith in Christ and in His finished work of Redemption.

There never will be the need for any further sacrifice for sins as the ONE sacrifice of Christ is totally sufficient.

VERSE 17:

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart These, O God, You will not despise.” 

In effect, David is saying: "I will praise you, God, for two things: 

1) You have taken my guilt away and delivered me from bloodguiltiness; and 

2) You have broken my wilful spirit. 

That broken spirit, that contrite heart before you, is all the sacrifice You are looking for.  So I can praise You, God, for having broken my stubborn will and brought me to the end of myself." 

Psalm 34:18:-

“The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit.”

Psalm 147:3:-

“He heals the broken-hearted And binds up their wounds.”

We note in Isaiah 57:15 the following comforting words:-

Isaiah 57:15:-

“For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones".”
When speaking of thankfulness, we might have expected David to say a “JOYFUL” heart, or a “THANKFUL” heart, but instead of that he says, a “CONTRITE” heart.

This is because the JOY of forgiveness does not banish sorrow and regret.  This will continue, and the deeper the sense of sin and sorrow for it, the more heartfelt also will be the thankfulness for pardon and reconciliation to God.

Much more could be said regarding the importance of a believer recognising his sin and the subsequent alienation from God that his sin causes.

Much more could also be said regarding the importance of a believer with a humble and contrite heart returning to God through confession of all known sins.  

There is much support for this in many passages of God’s Word, including:

James 4:8-9:-

8.  “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

9.  Lament and mourn and weep!  Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.”

James 4:10:-

“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”

The believer is commanded to humble himself, because without humility a person is unteachable and usually ineffective for any worthwhile ministry in God’s service.

God wants His children to quickly identify and acknowledge sin in their lives and to understand the dire consequences of it.  He wants believers to understand that unconfessed sin in their lives will break fellowship with him, and incur His divine discipline. 

In addition, the believer will lose the peculiar JOY and PEACE that comes from being in fellowship with the Father and filled with the Holy Spirit.

He or she will lose joyous blessings and rewards both in time and in eternity.

God wants us to loathe and abhor SIN as He does and to recognise its destructive and negative qualities.

He wants us to give Him first priority in ALL facets of our lives so that our Lord Jesus Christ can manifest Himself to this world through our lives.

He requires FIRST priority so that through the sanctifying work of God the Holy Spirit, we may progressively be transformed into the image of God’s dearly beloved Son.

So, David, as king, realizes that he has affected his whole kingdom by his SIN, and so he concludes with these words: 

VERSES 18-19:-

18.  “Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 

19.  Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, With burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then they shall offer bulls on Your altar.”

As the king he has caused his whole nation to be in jeopardy because of his SIN. 

Please remember that sin not only adversely affects the person who has committed it; but it also touches and affects the lives of those around them.  Sin causes many casualties.

The very walls of the city (a symbol of its security) are under attack because of the evil that David has done. 

So now he says: "Lord, in your greatness, in your goodness, and by your forgiving grace, build it all up again.  Heal the hurt to my people and to my kingdom."

In Psalm 69:35, David confidently states:- 

“For God will save Zion and build the cities of Judah, that they may dwell there and possess it.”

We can see from 2nd Samuel 7:1-29 that it was David’s great ambition to build a Temple for God in Jerusalem.  However, neither the walls of Jerusalem, nor the buildings of Zion were completed during his reign.

Perhaps the prayer of David then, in our 18th verse might have had a particular reference to the completion of the building of Zion, - and especially to the building of the Temple, in which sacrifices of unprecedented magnitude were to be offered.

David’s fears as stated in 2nd Samuel 7:13 might easily have suggested to him that his crimes might PREVENT the building of the Temple, which God had promised should be erected. 

In 2nd Samuel 7:13 The Lord answered David through the prophet Nathan that His Temple would be built by David’s son SOLOMON.  The reason given in 1st Kings 5:3 and in 1st Chronicles 22:8, 28:3 by God was that David had been a man who had shed blood.  (David had been a man of WAR, not PEACE.)

Nevertheless, God intended to bless David.  In fact, the promise that He made to him was an extension to the promise that he had made to Abraham in Genesis 17:6.

“And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth from you.”

Despite His children’s’ consistent unfaithfulness, God ALWAYS remains faithful!

He is:-  Faithful to His Word; Faithful to His character; Faithful to His perfect attributes and Faithful to His promises.

Psalm 119:90 says that God’s faithfulness “endures to all generations”.

And in Psalm 119:86 we read that ALL God’s commandments are faithful.

Christians today live in a turbulent world of violence, lawlessness, untold suffering, starvation, wars, conflicts, apostasy, homosexuality and ALL forms of rebellion against authority.  

Christians have to contend with all these things and in the power of the Holy Spirit remain faithful to the One who has called us and:-

Colossians 1:13:-

“He has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,” 

In conclusion, all believers today should consider the Lamentations of Jeremiah.

Lamentations is the most melancholy book in the Prophets.  It is the work of one who had a broken heart.  The author was SO overwhelmed by the terrible destruction of Jerusalem, the SIN which produced it, and the SUFFERING which resulted, that he found difficulty in being diverted from his mood of depression.  

Yet, in the midst of all of the doom, despair and horror he was able to write one of the most beautiful and challenging expressions of hope and trust found in the Old Testament.

Lamentations 3:21-24:- (NAS)

21.  “This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope.

22.   The Lord's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.

23.   They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.

24.  "The Lord is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him." ”

Praise God for his great faithfulness to us!

There is no short way to holiness.  There is only that time in life when we are confronted with ourselves, that time in which our spirit and self-will are broken by the sight of ourselves and who we really are.  And we respond by crying out to God for newness from the midst of our brokenness. 

What God wants is a person to come to a sense of brokenness in their life, just as David has done here. 

David cries out:   "Make me new!  I don’t like who I am and I don’t like what I have done.  God, what I need is for You to do something new in my life that gives me a new heart, that so fills me with Your Presence that I can live a different way and be a different person." 

When was the last time you wept over your sins? 

When was the last time you cried out in the night because of your failures? 

Thank God, there is mercy and forgiveness with Him.  But there needs to be confession on our part. 

When we come to that point of crisis with David, and pray this prayer for a new heart from a broken spirit, we will never be the same again.  That’s what a new heart means.  We can be changed from what we once were.  It is a transformation by God of the very essence of who we are.  

He gives us a newly created heart first to love God.  And then He will work in our lives to bring newness in ALL facets of our life, and through us, to others. 

This psalm is a call to a new creation that we call holiness.

It teaches us not to be self-righteous and judgemental because even the strongest believer can fall into sin.

It teaches us that there is mercy and forgiveness available to all who will come to God with a humble heart and a contrite spirit.

WHEN HADES PETITIONED PARADISE

INTRODUCTION:

It seems that almost everyday we read of people young and old being killed in tragic circumstances not only here in Australia, but also, throughout the entire world.  In the immediate period just prior to their tragic deaths, they would never have dreamed that they were about to DIE!!!

You know, it is well said that death is totally indiscriminate and keeps no calendar.  Young or old, it makes NO difference to death.!!!

The Word of God in Hebrews 9:27 says "It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgement ".

DEATH for every human being will be either a case of:-   "Graduation to Glory", or, "eternal incarceration in hell".

Which will it be for YOU?

Each human being decides their OWN destiny while alive on earth.  

It ultimately comes down to "What do YOU think about Jesus Christ". ?   “Who do YOU think that He is.?”

“And why do YOU suppose that He permitted Himself to be tortured by the Romans and to die on the cross.?”

Faith in Jesus Christ as YOUR Saviour and faith in His redemptive work on the Cross assures that person of eternal life.

On the other hand, rejection of Christ has appalling and eternal consequences!

The most eminent and reliable authority on the subject of death - in fact, the only absolute Authority is the LORD JESUS CHRIST.  This is because He is singularly unique in His resurrection and HIS TOMB IS EMPTY.!!

Unlike the bones of ALL of the founders of other religions which are still in their graves, the great and undeniable truth is that Christ's tomb is EMPTY!!!

Before we get into the actual message, I would like you to see just how indiscriminate death really is.  And how very important it is that we settle the matter of our eternal destiny without delay and while there is still time.

Let's now look at a man who didn't do this:-

THE RICH, FOOLISH FARMER 

Luke 12:16-20

V16:  “The land of a certain rich man was productive.

V17: And he began reasoning to himself saying, 'What shall I do since I have no place to store my crops ?'.  

V18: And He said 'This is what I will do:  I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods." ”

This land-owner was embarrassed by riches, but at no stage did he consider the possibility of utilising his bumper crops for the benefit of others.   

The thought that he could DIE never occurred to him!!

V19: “"And I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have many goods, laid up for many years to come, take your ease, eat, drink and be merry". ”

On the assurance of a large crop, this man was ready to retire.    He thought that he "had it made”.!!

However, he made several false and foolish assumptions.

That the soul could be so simply satisfied with goods and material possessions.

That these goods would last for many, many, years.

That he would live long enough to enjoy them.

V20: “But God said to him, "You fool!"  This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared.?" ”

In Job 27:8 we read:-

"For what is the hope of the godless when he is cut off.  When God requires his soul ?"

The rich man had not counted on the abrupt summons that called him to face God and to leave to others, the property, assets and goods that he had so carefully amassed.

I am reminded of Jim Elliott's words, "He is NO fool to GIVE what he cannot keep to GAIN what he cannot LOSE."

Now, let's turn to another similar selfish and foolish man that Jesus talks about in Luke 16:19-31.

PRIVATE 

Interestingly, in Chapter 15, Jesus Speaks Of:-

THE LOST SHEEP   (Luke 15:1-7)

THE LOST COIN
  (Luke 15:8-10)

THE PRODIGAL SON (Perhaps more suitably, "The Parable of the lost son" (Luke 15:11-32)

NOW, in Chapter 16, Jesus speaks of the saddest loss of all - 

THE LOST SOUL IN HADES!!

It should be noted that the story of Lazarus is a TRUE STORY as it mentions proper names (LAZARUS) and also a geographical location (HADES).

VERSE 19: 


"Now There Was A Certain Rich Man...."

The "RICH MAN " is usually called "DIVES" which is the LATIN name for "rich man".  

LAZARUS is the Latin equivalent of the Hebrew name "ELEAZAR" one of Aaron's sons, which means "Whom God Helps" (Exodus 6:23).

Please note that this is not the LAZARUS of Bethany whom Jesus raised.

Now, there is nothing WRONG with being rich.

RICHES

1)  Riches are a curse only if they hinder a person from entering God's Kingdom, or draw him away from God. 

(Matthew 19:23-24; Luke 18:23).

2)  There were rich people who followed Jesus:

Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27:57),

Zacchaeus  - A collector of Roman taxes for profit (Luke.19:2),

The socially distinguished women who ministered to Jesus out of their own resources (Luke 8:3).

3)  Riches can be a blessing if they are used properly and unselfishly.  

However, the Bible clearly teaches in 1 Timothy 6:10:- 

"The LOVE OF MONEY is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang."

HOW DID THIS RICH MAN LIVE ?

"...And He Habitually Dressed In Purple And Fine Linen."

This man certainly had more than he needed to live on.  

"He habitually dressed in purple "

In the Ancient World the colour purple was a mark of HIGH RANK and NOBILITY.  This was because of the very high cost of the purple dye used for the clothing of nobles and royalty.

A special purple dye was extracted from the Murex Shellfish found in the Eastern Mediterranean.  In both the Old Testament and New Testament times this purple dye was in great demand by the wealthy classes.  Purple clothing with fine linen was a status symbol and was considered a very valuable possession indeed.

In Numbers 4:13 we see that a purple cloth was used as a covering for the Golden Altar when it was being moved.

In Judges 8:26, GIDEON "took the purple garments worn by the Kings of Midian" as spoil after his defeat of the Midianites.

LYDIA, whom Paul met at Phillipi, is described in Acts 16:14 as a "SELLER OF PURPLE GOODS".

In Mark 15:17-20, when the soldiers mocked Jesus during His trial, they clothed Him in a Purple Robe, and put a crown of thorns on His head.

In our passage - Luke 16:19, the verb in Greek is in the imperfect, and means that “he was habitually dressing himself”.  With this man, it was not an occasional affair, but a constant custom.!!  He did not have to do this, but he chose to.!!

He dressed himself in "Fine Linen "  V19.

The word busson (fine linen) is found only here, and in Revelation 18:12.  It was a type of fine cotton, highly prized by the ancients, especially in Egypt, where they used it to wrap their Mummies.  This rich man could not wait for his death to use this.  He wanted to use it during his life in demonstration of his riches.

The words, "Gaily Living "  have a far different connotation to today's meaning.  

He was always looking for a good time.  Life for him was one continual party, free from hardship and drudgery.  That is what the participle euphrainomenos in this verse means.  It is derived from eu, an adverb meaning "well", and phren, "mind'.  It means "glad-minded, feeling good and having fun."

Life for this pleasure seeker was reduced to uninterrupted fun-making, a constant search for whatever made him feel good.  He would have fitted in well with our 20th century hedonistic society.

"... in splendor every day..."   (V19)

Whatever he did was for vain show.

The English word "In Splendor " in Greek, is lampros,  which means, "a shining, showing off way".  This adverb is used only here and is derived from the verb lampo, " to shine", from which our word "lamp" is derived.  The adverb lampros, at the end of Verse 19, indicates his motive in displaying his riches, his fancy clothes, and his merrymaking.  

He was a show-off and being such a show-off indicates that he was not a Christian.

Apart from the fact that this man was a dreadful show-off, his heartless, selfish lifestyle was a further indication that he was not a Believer.  (Matthew 12:34)

And also, the fact that this particular rich man descended into Hades after death was final proof that he was not a Believer.

VERSE 20

“And a certain poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores”
From all evidence Lazarus was suffering from Leprosy and had Ulcers which were open and visible.  

His friends laid him at the rich man's gate as an appeal to this rich man's sympathy and mercy.  They had hoped that perhaps this rich man may help Lazarus in some way.  However, alas, it was not to be.!!

Although this rich man may have been the best dressed "life of every party", he lacked pity and compassion, and showed no concern whatsoever for this poor leper's deplorable existence.

The Greek word translated "POOR MAN " means "to be totally helpless".   (V2)

LAZARUS, in pain and desperately hungry, patiently waited in vain outside this rich man's house for left-over scraps, or even crumbs that may have fallen from the rich man's table.

In Ancient times, it was customary to throw the "left over" fragments of food to the dogs, or to give them to beggars.

DOGS were the scavengers of the Oriental streets, and were usually vicious.  To the Israelites, ALL DOGS were utterly unclean and detestable.  

LAZARUS, the beggar, was too weak and helpless to drive them away, and so was completely at the mercy of these dogs.  He may have feared the fate of JEZEBEL who had been savagely mauled and eaten by dogs until all that was left to bury were her skull, feet and palms of her hands.!!   (2 kings 9:35-36).

LAZARUS was actually more humane to these dogs by allowing them to lick his wounds, than the rich man ever thought of being to him.

It is said that within the saliva of dogs, there is a healing element that relieves the pain and inflammation of sores and wounds.  Perhaps God in His infinite mercy had sent these dogs to lick His child's wounds to bring him some relief.

The idea that the Lord wanted to convey here was that no person, who on seeing dogs showing a greater compassion toward a helpless creature than he himself and still remaining indifferent and unconcerned, deserves heaven, or is by any stretch of the imagination, a believer.

Our Lord said in Matthew 5:7, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy ".  Was this rich man merciful.?

VERSE 22

"Now it came about that the poor man died and he was carried away by the Angels to Abraham's bosom; And the rich man also died and was buried."

V22a: "Now it came about that the poor man died...."
No mention of burial occurs, not because the corpse was left exposed at the rich man's gate, but because his body was more than likely buried in a pauper's grave with no ceremony.

Lazarus was truly a believer in spite of his ragged clothes, sickness, suffering and poverty for we see that he was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom.

I wonder how lazarus would be treated in today's society.?   I wonder how he would be received if he hobbled into some of the Christian congregations today?  How would we receive him here?

At this point, open your Bibles to James 2:2-9.

We see in verse 5 of James 2, that those who grant "special" treatment to the rich and ignore the poor, fail to take into consideration that God has chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He has promised to those who love Him.

The words, "Abraham's Bosom "  in verse 22,  mean  "Paradise". 

In another sense, a guest could be said to recline on or in someone's bosom, which meant the  right side...It was the place of honour.

In John 1:18 we read "No man has seen God at any time; the only Begotten God  (Later manuscripts read "Son") Who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him ".

V22b: "And The Rich Man Also Died And Was Buried "
The story emphasises that Lazarus was carried into Paradise - And the best that could be said for the rich man was that he was buried.  How sad that nothing more could be said for this man.!! 

So, both of these men die.  

Now, the Bible actually teaches that there are 7 types of deaths, however, today we will only deal with two of them. - physical death and spiritual death. 

Both of these men died physically, however, only the rich man was both physically and spiritually dead.

Lazarus had died physically, yet as we will see, he was very much spiritually alive and had a personal relationship with God which would continue forever and ever !!

VERSE 23

"And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his bosom."

HELL - HADES AND - TARTARUS

There are 3 GREEK words in the New Testament translated by the one English word "HELL", which fact results in some confusion in our thinking.

ONE of these Greek words is "GEHENNA".  

It is the Greek representative of the Hebrew "GE-HINNOM", or VALLEY OF HINNOM, a deep narrow valley to the south of Jerusalem.  After the introduction of the worship of the FIRE-GODS By AHAZ, the idolatrous Jews sacrificed their children to the god MOLECH.

As you know, AHAZ, was perhaps the 2nd Worst King Of Judah who, among other things, sacrificed his own children to devil gods. 

After the time of Judah's last godly king JOSIAH, when this practice was stopped, "Ge-Hinnom" or, the Valley of Hinnom  became the common refuse-place of the city.  It was in this dreadful place that the bodies of criminals, carcasses of animals, and all sorts of filth were cast.

From its depth and narrowness, and its fire and ascending smoke, this bizarre valley became the grim SYMBOL of the place of the future punishment of the wicked.

This Greek word is used in Matthew 5:22 in the phrase "FIERY HELL" (Greek), and thus refers to the final abode of the wicked dead which is called in Revelation 19:20:- 

"The Lake of Fire which burns with brimstone."

This LAKE OF FIRE is in existence now, for the word "PREPARED" in the Greek of Matthew 25:41 is in the Perfect tense which refers to a past completed action having present results.  Hell had been prepared already and was clearly in existence when Jesus spoke these words.!!

However, contrary to popular opinion, THERE IS NO ONE IN HELL RIGHT NOW.

The first occupants of that dreadful place will be THE BEAST and the FALSE PROPHET - SATAN following them 1000 years afterwards.

Then, at The Great White Throne Judgement, which occurs at the close of the Millennium, all lost human beings who have rejected God's Grace Plan of Salvation through Christ, the fallen Angels, and the demons, will all be sent there for all eternity.!! 

Our English word "HELL" is the correct rendering of the word "GEHENNA", or Lake of Fire and should be so translated in such passages as:- Matthew 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5; James 3:6.

The SECOND of these Greek words is "HADES", which is a Transliteration, not a translation, of the Greek word.  

When we transliterate a word we take the spelling of that word over into another language in the respective letter equivalents.  Whereas when we translate a word, we take the meaning over into that language.

The word HADES  itself means The Unseen.  This was the technical Greek religious term used to designate the world of those who departed this life.  

The SEPTUAGINT, namely, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, uses this word to translate the Hebrew "SHEOL", which has a similar general meaning.

The "HADES" of the pagan Greeks was the, "Invisible Land",  the "Realm of Shadow",   where all Greeks went:-

The vituous, to that part called ELYSIUM.   The wicked, to the other part called TARTARUS.

The difference between the PAGAN and the BIBLICAL conceptions of "HADES" is that the Pagan concept conceives of Hades as the FINAL abode of the dead……………., 

Whereas the Biblical concept teaches that it is the TEMPORARY place of confinement until the Great White Throne Judgement (in the case of the wicked dead)………,  And, until the resurrection of Christ, in the case of the righteous dead, however, since our Lord's Resurrection, all the righteous dead now go at once to Heaven at physical death.  (Philippians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 5:8).

In 2 Corinthians 5:8, we read, "We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord ".  

As the Pagan conception of "HADES" included 2 parts, so also the Bible divides it into two parts, the one called PARADISE, or ABRAHAM'S BOSOM, for the righteous dead, 

And the other part for the wicked dead having no specific designation except the general word "HADES  (which is our passage).  

We see from verse 23 that this rich man was in Hades, that part where the wicked dead are kept until the Great White Throne Judgement.  It was a place of torment and great suffering, a place which can be avoided only through transforming, living faith in Jesus Christ.   (John 3:18, 36)

John 3:36 declares that, "He Who Believes In The Son Has Eternal Life; But He Who Does Not Believe The Son Shall Not See Life, But The Wrath Of God Abides On Him ".

If there is no such place as Hades, "A place of punishment for unbelievers", then it would mean that Jesus Christ is a liar, because He told this story.  However, Hades certainly does exist because Jesus said that it does.!!!  

In Acts 2:27, 31, we see that even our Lord at His death went to Hades, the passage in Acts being quoted from Psalm 16:, where the Hebrew word is "SHEOL".  

His Soul of course was not left in the "Paradise portion of Hades, nor did His Body in Joseph's tomb see corruption, for He was raised from the dead on the third day.!!  

He, as the man Christ Jesus, possessing a human Soul And Spirit, as He possessed a human Body, entered the abode of the righteous dead, having committed the keeping of His Spirit to God the Father    (Luke 23:46).

In Revelation 6:8, we see that DEATH and HADES follow in the wake of WAR and FAMINE - 

Hades ready to receive the dead of the Great Tribulation period. 

In Revelation 20:13-14, we note that death itself, and Hades, together with all the wicked dead are cast into the Lake of Fire.  

The THIRD Greek word translated "HELL" is found in II PETER 2:4 where the Greek word is "TARTARUS",  which is the current prison of the fallen angels that sinned at the time of the Flood.  (Genesis 6:1-4; I Peter 3:19, 20; Jude 6).

VERSE 24

“And he cried out and said, father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue; for I am in agony in this flame.”

The rich man in great agony and tormented by fire asks Abraham to allow Lazarus to cool his tongue with a drop of water.

Did you know that there are thousands of well documented death bed experiences whereupon these people claim to have had glimpses of the awesome fire and tormented souls in Hades.?

In Verse 25, we see that Abraham reminds the rich man that during his lifetime he had enjoyed a luxurious and opulent lifestyle, while Lazarus had suffered considerably, but was now being comforted.

In Verse 26, the rich man is advised that there is a great chasm fixed between them that cannot be bridged, and that it would be absolutely impossible for anyone on either side to cross to the other.

Imagine, if you can, how he must have felt as he slowly began to realise the hopelessness and helplessness of his present, terrifying dilemma.!!

In Verse 27 and 28,  the rich man, realising the utter helplessness of his situation remembers that his five brothers are unbelievers and in grave danger of joining him in his agony and misery in HADES.

The rich man has no desire anymore to show off, or dress up in purple and fine linen.  He now wants to be an evangelist.!!  He pleads with Abraham to send Lazarus back to his brothers to witness to them so that they at least may avoid his horrible fate.

In Verse 29, Abraham tells the rich man that his brothers have the Old Testament Scriptures and that they clearly reveal the means of Salvation.  

Today, we too, have the Bible and it clearly shows people how to be saved and live with God forever.!!!

Therefore, just as he had had ample opportunity during his lifetime to believe and repent, so also, would his brothers have similar opportunities to hear the message of salvation, believe it, and repent, IF THEY SO DESIRED.

It's truly sad that so many Christians today neglect their responsibility to witness to the lost around them.

ROMANS 10:13-15:


“"For whoever will call upon the Name of the Lord will be saved".  How then shall they call upon Him in Whom they have not believed?...And how shall they believe in Him IN WHOM THEY HAVE NOT HEARD??...And how shall they hear without a preacher?... And how shall they preach unless they are sent??...Just as it is written "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS."!!”

"GLAD TIDINGS " means "GOOD NEWS". 

WHAT IS THIS 'GOOD NEWS??"   

Why, the best news of all:-  THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST!!!!!   Which this rich man had rejected.!!

In Verse 30,  the rich man contradicts Abraham and says that he believes that a resuscitated Lazarus if sent back from the dead, would have a tremendous impact upon his lost brothers.

In Verse 31, Abraham says "If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded IF SOMEONE RISES FROM THE DEAD ".

This statement has quite a Prophetic ring to it, for a few months later JESUS would perform His greatest single miracle, the resuscitation of a decaying corpse, and his name just happened to be LAZARUS.!!  (See John. 11:53; 12:10).

This verse 31 indirectly answers a question asked by many, and that is, "Do the departed saints in glory know what is happening back on earth?"  

Apparently, up to a point, they do, for here Abraham speaks of a man (Moses) who would not even be born until some six centuries after the "Father of the Faithful" had departed this Earth.

This is the reason why God does not do mighty miracles today.  God's Will is accomplished through faith and not through Signs.

After the Rapture of the church, many miracles and signs from God will occur during the Tribulation, but billions of sinful men will still not believe.  (Revelation9:20,21).

In Ephesians 4:8 & 9 we read:-

"Therefore it says, When He Ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men (Now this expression, 'He ascended', what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?"

During the time of His Death and Resurrection, our Lord descended into Hades, depopulated Paradise, and led a spiritual triumphant entry into the Heavenlies to the very presence of God with all the saved up to that time.

Captivity was taken captive.!! 

From that moment onward there was to be no separation whatsoever for those who believe in Christ.!!    (Praise God for Romans 8:38-39)

Just as Jesus had promised in Matthew 16:18, The gates of Hell would never more prevail against any believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

But what of the lost.?   Those who still stubbornly refuse to accept God's free gift of salvation through Christ?

The state of the unsaved dead remained (and still remains) unchanged after the Cross!!  

They will remain in horror, disbelief, and in great agony in Hades awaiting the final Great White Throne Judgement of Revelation 20:11-15.  

From today, they still have a minimum of 1,007 years to remain in Hades…and it doesn't get any better after that, either.!!

What an incredible contrast we find when we read what believers in the Lord Jesus Christ confidently have to say regarding their physical death and their eternal destiny.

"For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain."   (Philippians 1:21)

"But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire TO DEPART AND BE WITH CHRIST FOR THAT IS VERY MUCH BETTER."  (Philippians 1:23)

"We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord."  (2nd Corinthians 5:8)

PRINCIPLES

There is such a place as Hades.

It is a terrifying place of fire and great sorrow (Matthew 13:42).

During one's human lifetime on earth each person will choose their own eternal destiny by the decision that they make concerning Jesus Christ and His finished work on the Cross.

Physical death is not the end for either the believer, or the unbeliever.

After physical death there is no second chance of salvation.

After physical death and as a result of their rejection of God's free gift offer of salvation, unbelievers are incarcerated and in torment forever. 

Unbelievers will be finally judged at the Great White Throne Judgement according to their deeds (Revelation 20:13).

The Word of God is the source of conversion (Romans 10:17) "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ".

The Bible clearly teaches that now, is the acceptable time of salvation not tomorrow (2nd Corinthians. 6:2).

WHY CHRIST HAD TO BE BORN OF A VIRGIN

It is NOT uncommon when you get a group of mothers together that they begin telling the stories about the birth of their children. 

Sometimes there are horror stories of labour that lasted for days.  Then, there are the seemingly unbelievable stories of how babies just seemed to magically appear with barely any effort. 

There are stories of crisis births and the panic, pain, relief or devastation that followed. 

You will hear about pregnancies that are artificially brought to pass by fertilizing an egg outside of the womb and then putting it back in the womb until delivery. 

There are those who point to fertility drugs as the means of "getting pregnant". . . . .

But no matter how wild the stories, no one has a story as marvellous and as profound as Mary the mother of Jesus.!!

In Luke 1:26-28, 31, 34-35, we read:- 

26.  “Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

27.  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 

28.  And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!''

31.  “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.”

34.  Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?'' 

35.  And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God".”

In Isaiah 7:14 we read:-

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

Mary was a teenager engaged to be married to Joseph.  

We see that the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her she was going to have a Baby. 

Now, Mary  may have been young, but she was not stupid, and understandably, she commented on the fact that she was not sexually active and was not married. 

The angel knew this information.  He said that Mary was going to become pregnant in a most unique way.  She would become pregnant by God's Spirit.  This would be a supernatural pregnancy.!!

She would become pregnant even though she was not and had not been involved with a man.

When Gabriel appeared to Mary, she was probably about 14 or 15 years old.  She has probably grown up dreaming the same romantic dreams that girls have dreamed since the dawning of time.  Dreams of marriage, home and family. 

She is engaged to a man named Joseph and about to be married.  

According to the Word of God, she has maintained her sexual purity, as well as her spiritual purity.  She is living close to the Lord and is living a good life before the Lord. 

Mary apparently had it all sewed up.  A bright future is awaiting her, she has everything for which to live.

I really like it when my life goes just as I have planned.  It rarely happens, though.

There ARE times when we sail the calm seas of life, but those days often seem fleeting and few when compared to the days when trials stalk us like savage, merciless  beasts.

When Gabriel makes His announcement to Mary, her life is immediately turned upside down.  All of her girlhood dreams seem shattered.

Mary is called upon to bear public shame,  reproach and humiliation for the glory of God.  Hers is to be the greatest honour ever afforded to a woman, but at the same time it carried with it a tremendous social stigma. 

Our society used to be like that too many years ago, however, it is no longer so.

Often when our lives do not go as we have planned it is easy to fear that which is unknown, isn’t it?. 

Often, God will allow things to happen in your life and mine that are hard to bear and hard to understand.  Yet, He permits these things to occur in our lives in order to bring the best out in us, and to develop our characters.

When these times arise, it is easy to question the Lord and His judgment. 

It is always easy to question but it is far nobler to comply with His will.

Now what are we to think about this matter of virgin birth?   A great deal depends on our outlook regarding this matter.

Did you know that there is an entire area of science that deals with "virgin births", or births that do not involve a male and a female? 

This process is called parthenogenesis, which means "self genesis". 

Parthenogenesis is the study of the growth of an organism from an unfertilised CELL.  It describes reproduction by means of unfertilised eggs.

The name comes from the Greek word "parthenos" which is the word used in the Bible to describe Mary. 

Laboratory experiments have revealed that in some cases parthenogenetic life can be generated in some animals.  

Among honeybees, for example, the unfertilised eggs develop naturally into drones.  

Artificial parthenogenesis has been used to produce silkworms since 1888. 

Many forms of invertebrates and plants may be reproduced fairly easily through parthenogenesis. 

In recent years frogs and rabbits have been reproduced by parthenogenesis in laboratory experiments.

But parthenogenesis can reproduce only genetically identical species.  Frog eggs, for example, might be stimulated to develop by parthenogenesis into living frogs, but all of them will be female frogs genetically identical to the mother who laid the eggs. 

It is significant that parthenogenesis, - cloning, - and other experimental forms of reproduction have ALL proved impossible on the human level.

Even in the face of modern science, Christ's conception remains absolutely unique. 

Science can never explain how a virgin, a woman who had never had a sexual relationship with a man, could give birth to a MALE child.  Without doubt, it was a miracle of God, the greatest miracle of conception the world has ever known.!!

In this message we are going to briefly look at this issue.  We will look at the importance of the doctrine, and the lessons that we can learn from the Virgin Birth.

Firstly, let’s look at: 

THE IMPORTANCE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH

The Bible teaches that Mary was a Virgin when she became pregnant.  

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:-

His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.

Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  

For just a moment, try to put yourself in Joseph's place.  You are betrothed to Mary, which is the same as a legal marriage, except there is to be no physical intimacy.  All of a sudden, you discover that this woman is pregnant.  And you’ve had nothing to do with it.!!

Of course, you would think the worst.  Yet, when Joseph hears all these things, instead of reacting in anger, he responds in love and compassion toward Mary.  He seeks a way to sever their relationship without publicly humiliating Mary. 

The Law in those days actually afforded Joseph the opportunity to have Mary put to death.   (Deuteronomy 22:13-21)

At the least, a public divorce would have left her destitute financially, and because of the Baby, no man would have wanted to marry her.  But Joseph had Mary’s interests at heart and he just wanted to do what was right by her.!!

We can learn from Joseph’s example that how we respond in a crisis reveals a lot about our own characters. 

Anyway, we see that Joseph did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a Son, at which time he gave Him the Name Jesus as commanded by the angel of the Lord. 

It’s interesting that in the very 1st book of the Bible God tells the serpent in Genesis 3:15:-

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”

This may not seem like a verse that has anything to do with our topic.  But it says a great deal.!! 

Every other time in the Bible when it talks about seed in this context, it refers to the MALE seed.  Only ONE time does the Bible speak about the seed of a woman.  And that ONE time is in Genesis 3:15.  Why is that? 

We would contend that it is because even in these opening days of human life on earth, God was already telling us that the Messiah would be born of a Virgin.

WHY WAS THE VIRGIN BIRTH NECESSARY?

I believe that there are several reasons the Virgin Birth was necessary. 

Firstly, the Virgin birth was an emphatic sign that this Child was from God.  If Jesus was God Himself become Man, then you would expect that He would be born in some extraordinary way.  From the moment of His conception it was obvious that this was no ordinary Child.

But there is another very, very important reason:-  And I believe that it is the primary reason for the Virgin Birth.  

The Virgin birth made it possible for a human to be born with a sinless nature. 

Because of the fall of Adam as the Head of the human race, the SIN NATURE of man is genetically inherited through the FATHER and NOT the mother. 

Had Jesus Christ been born of a HUMAN father He would have inherited the sin NATURE of man.  Just as we all have.!!. – Because we ALL had human fathers.

You see, the fallen sin nature of man is genetically transmitted through the MALE chromosomes.  But, because Jesus was born of a virgin with no human father, He did NOT inherit Adam's sin and therefore He was born, as Adam was created, a FREE man. 

At conception we have the male and female chromosomes coming together to form the human being.  The FEMALE chromosomes do NOT contribute to the sin NATURE of man and therefore the female egg is the only PERFECT cell in humanity.   

Jesus Christ was able to be tempted and able to completely resist all temptation to sin.  He HAD to do this because it was imperative that He come to the cross in a perfect, sinless condition.

IF at any time He had sinned during His earthly ministry, He could not have qualified as the perfect and acceptable sacrifice necessary to meet the demands of God’s justice.  This would then have resulted in fallen mankind remaining forever cut off and separated from God.

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones writes:-

“If you do not believe in the virgin birth, how do you account for Christ’s sinlessness? 

Are we not entitled to put it like this:-

If He had been born in the ordinary way, of a father and a mother, then surely He would have been like every other person.  He would have been in direct sequence, in the direct line, from Adam, and therefore it would be true to say of Him what is said in 1st Corinthians 15:22:-  

“As in Adam all die”
They all die because of sin, however, the Word of God says of Jesus Christ in 2nd Corinthians 5:21:-

“For He {God the Father) made Him {Jesus Christ the Son of God} who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Let's try an illustration. 

Suppose you had a deadly disease that was hereditary and passed along in the blood.  

Now suppose this same disease could only be treated by blood transfusions. 

When it came time for those transfusions would you turn to your family for donor blood . . .No . . . because their blood carries the same disease.  You would need blood that is from an outside, unique source.  This is because your family’s blood is also contaminated by the same disease.

The same is true in the realm of SIN.  We are born with a predisposition and inclination to sin because the sin nature of man is genetically transmitted from generation to generation.

The only way to be cured from its penalty, which is death, is to have someone die in our place. (thus paying for our sin). 

The problem is that everyone has the same disease. 

Romans 3:23:-

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

We need a Substitute that is not "contaminated" with our disease.  Someone who does not have a sin nature.

This necessitates the Virgin Birth.!!

We need One who was without sin, so He could take OUR sin upon Himself……..;

AND One who is of such infinite value that His life would be of equal or greater value than ALL who would ever believe. 

We needed both.!! 

If Jesus was not sinless, He could not die in our place. - He would have His own sin to pay for.

If He was not God in human form then He could only be the substitute for 1 human life of equal value.!!

Dr. James Kennedy summarizes how central the Virgin birth is to the Christian faith:-

“If Jesus was not born of a virgin then the New Testament narratives are false and unreliable.  

If Jesus was not born of a virgin then He was sadly mistaken about His paternity.  He constantly declared Himself to be the Son of God, and He declared that God was His father. 

If Jesus were not born of a virgin, then He was not the Son of God, but merely the illegitimate child of a sinful liaison between a Jewish peasant girl and an unknown man. 

If Jesus were not born of a virgin, then Christ was not born of the seed of woman, but of the seed of man. (Genesis 3:15)

If Jesus were not born of a virgin, then He cannot be the divine Redeemer, because the sacrifice for SIN must be perfect. 

If Jesus were not born of a virgin, we have NO Saviour.      

If Jesus were not born of a virgin, we are still in our sins and without forgiveness. 

If Jesus were not born of a virgin, we have no hope after death.” 

People resist the idea of the Virgin Birth because they don't want to believe it.  They want Jesus to be an ordinary guy.  They don't like the idea that He was God in the flesh.  They don’t want to acknowledge the fact that if Jesus Christ is truly Whom He said He was, then:-

There really is a living God and He has sovereign power over us…….; 

They would have to acknowledge that the problem of sin is real and we must deal with it……………; 

They would have to acknowledge that there will be adverse consequences for ignoring God’s Grace Plan of Salvation through Jesus Christ……………; 

They must acknowledge the fact that ALL sin must be paid for.  We either accept Christ’s death on our behalf as this payment for our sin……;  Or we must pay for our own sin when we stand before God after physical death.

And they must acknowledge that we are accountable to someone far greater than ourselves. 

People don't like these conclusions.  It causes them some discomfort in their souls.  They want to believe that they are the exclusive captains of their own fate.  They like to think that the only thing that matters in life is living their lives to the full and having a good time without God in their lives.

You know, it is well said that death is totally indiscriminate and keeps no calendar.  Young or old, it makes NO difference to death.!!!

The Word of God in Hebrews 9:27 says:-

"It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgement."

Now, what lessons can be learned from the virgin birth?  

Firstly: THE VIRGIN BIRTH POINTS TO THE UNIQUE NATURE OF OUR SAVIOUR.

That He was completely sinless.

Christ's birth calls us to acknowledge or reject that He has come from God. 

What so many fail to see are the enormous implications of this event.  Because of His love for fallen mankind, Almighty God became Man.!!  It is the most significant event in all of human history. 

Larry King, the master interviewer of CNN, once appeared as a guest on the “Late Show” with David Letterman.  During the course of their conversation, Letterman asked Larry King,  "If you could interview any person from history, who would it be?"

Without a moment's hesitation, King responded, "Jesus Christ".
Letterman, who is rarely at a loss for words, looked like a stunned gosling.  It was clearly NOT the answer he had expected.  Making a halting, stammering recovery, Letterman followed up with this question:-  "Well, what would you ask Him.?"
"I would ask Him," replied King, "if He really was born of a virgin.  Because the answer to that question would define history." 

Larry King was certainly right.  This issue is not just a theological issue.  The truthfulness of the Virgin Birth is the KEY to everything that follows. 

Secondly: THE VIRGIN BIRTH SHOWS THAT MAN IS TOTALLY UNABLE TO SAVE HIMSELF. 

Someone unique, someone sent by God Himself was necessary for fallen mankind to be saved from their SIN. 

The Virgin birth reminds us that our salvation comes exclusively from what God has done for us rather than from what WE may have done for God. 

Finally: THE VIRGIN BIRTH POINTS TO THE UNFATHOMABLE DEPTH OF GOD’S LOVE FOR US. 

I’ve said it before and will say it again:- The thing that makes the Christmas story so amazing is the incredible love that motivated what took place. 

You see, God doesn't need any of us.  He always has been and always will be completely self-sufficient.!!  He could create a whole new world with just a Word. 

If WE were God would we go to such extraordinary lengths to reach those who have been so indifferent, rebellious and defiant toward us?   Highly unlikely.!!   We'd write everyone off as a lost cause. 

But NOT our loving God.!!   He continues to reach out in love. 

The Lord reaches out to the person who feels they don't "need" anyone. 

He reaches out to the person who is angry and bitter within, and who blames God for all of their pain and hardships in life. 

He reaches out to the person who has good intentions but never seems to follow through with them. 

He reaches out to the person who has made really bad choices in their life. 

And He reaches out to the person who is lost and doesn't know where to turn. 

The Virgin Birth, like the Christmas story as a whole, reminds us that God really cares.  You may have trouble believing that fact, but it's TRUE.  He cares about YOU.  He came to reach YOU . . . and to reach me. 

It took something supernatural, something extraordinary, to make the world take notice.  It took an act of love that is so far beyond what we have ever experienced that the risk was that no one would believe it.  But that's what He did.!!   That's the risk He took.  And He did it for YOU.!!

It was a means to a very special end.  

It was God's WAY of entering the world so He could DO for us what we could NOT do for ourselves. 

The Creator Himself came into this world as a MAN, born of a woman, became our Substitute and paid the penalty of sin on our behalf so that we might be forever reconciled to Him. 

Here's how He did it.  He fulfilled every aspect of His own perfect standard and lived the sinless life that WE cannot. 

And then out of sheer unselfishness, He willingly took our SIN and paid the penalty of death as demonstrated in His crucifixion on that cruel Roman cross. 

The Son of God, Jesus Christ, took OUR sin and when we place our faith in Him, He gives US His perfect  righteousness and His very own eternal life. 

We can be dragged down by the sceptics.  We can engage in endless speculations.  

Or, we can dare to believe John 3:16. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

Those who dare to believe the facts and trust the One who came to die for them, -  those people’s lives will be changed forever.  They will find true hope, peace, joy and the answers to this riddle of life. 

And their celebration of Christmas will look beyond the gifts under the tree to the gift of infinite value that was given by God and delivered by a Virgin. 

Jesus stated categorically in John 14:6 these words:-

"I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me."   {except through Me}

What an awesome claim.!!  This powerful verse makes it clear that the Lord Jesus Christ is Himself the only way to Heaven.  He does not merely SHOW the way, He IS the way.!!

You see, salvation is IN a Person.  Accept that Person as your own, and you have salvation.

Christianity is a relationship with a Person….and that Person is none other than the eternal Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.!!

Jesus Christ is NOT just one of many ways to God.  He is the ONLY Way.!!

And that’s why the KEY to our salvation can be summarised in just one passage of Scripture, - 1st John 5:10-12:-

1st John 5:10-12:-

10.  “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 

11.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is IN His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

A STONE SPEAKS

Matthew 28:1-8:-

1. “Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.

2. And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.

3. And his appearance was like lightning, and his garment as white as snow;

4. and the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.

5. And the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.

6. "He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.

7. "And go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you."

8. And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples.”

Had you been there the first Easter morning, you would have noticed that it was an extremely sad and depressing day.  Hopes had been dashed to pieces.  Jesus Christ had actually been killed. 

And if you can picture yourself as one of His followers, you would have been full of despair, bewilderment and perplexity. 

You wouldn’t really have understood what was going on.

The disciples had fled in terror and Peter was beside himself.  At one point after the crucifixion, we read in John 21:3, that Peter said, "I am going fishing,"  which meant:-  

"I am going back to my old profession.  I was a fisherman before I met Him, and I don’t really understand what is going on.  I just think I’ll go back and do what I did before."

In the midst of the confusion we see a couple of faithful women who had ministered to Jesus and who had been the recipients of His ministry going to do a last faithful service to Him. 

When they arrived at the tomb, a sight they had not expected to see confronted them.  The stone was rolled away from the entrance of the tomb.  What did it mean?  Well, they were about to find out.  You see, there is a powerful message in the stone which was rolled away. 

If I could just step aside, I would let the stone itself preach to you. 

This stone cries out with the great message of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and its implications to every one who has an ear to hear. 

The resurrection of Christ was not merely an incredible event in history, which we are invited to view with no challenge whatsoever.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is, at once, both the most significant event in history, and the most powerful challenge to humanity, saved or lost.

It does not really matter whether you are a Christian, an agnostic, or even a professed atheist.  It does not matter what denomination with which you are affiliated.  It does not matter whether you are rich or poor, - educated or uneducated.  Your station in life does not matter. 

A challenge is issued to you wherever you are.  There is a message here for you.  This stone speaks out to all. 

Let’s listen to what it says. 

Firstly, it says that death comes to all.

I believe that the cold, lifeless stone is a symbol of death.  -   Death comes to all of us.  It came to Jesus Christ and one day it will come to us. 

We look at it, and at once we are made aware of the universality of death. 

We read in Hebrews 9:27 that “it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment ”.

Death will come to everyone.

And death is the great equalizer.  It comes to those who are rich; - it comes also to those who are poor.  It comes to those who are educated; - it comes to those who are without any formal training whatsoever. 

Death comes to the young as well as to the old.  It is totally indiscriminate and keeps no calendar.  There are no family ties that death cannot loosen. 

We live every day in light of the fact that all of us will die unless the rapture of the church occurs first. 

And some wonder why we live at all if we are only to be faced with death. 

We can work all of our lives, study, amass great wealth, prosperity and success, but what is it for, if, at some point in our life, unknown to us, we will come face to face with death, and succumb to its power.

Man has long searched for the answer to death and that search has manifested itself in many ways. 

Some hold to various forms of eastern religions and a hope that somehow, as they die, they will transcend this life and find some meaning in whatever there is beyond. 

Others hold to the idiotic notion of reincarnation because they just cannot let go of life.  But to think that you are condemned to return as someone else with no memory and consciousness of who you are now is like never having lived at all.  If you can’t continue as the real person you are, what good is coming back?  

But faced with the thought that death ends it all is just too much for these people’s minds to bear.  They would rather believe that they might live again - even as a 3–toed sloth - rather than face the alternative of ceasing to exist at all. 

These people all want to ignore the subject of death.  But you see, the stone of the tomb is too big to ignore.  When we are faced with the reality of death, we need an answer, beyond our own human wisdom.  The stone rolled to the mouth of the tomb says that Jesus died a real death. 

On the Cross of Calvary, Jesus was executed.  He gave His life that day for us by willingly becoming our Substitute.  He died in our place in full payment for our sins. 

The death that Christ died was a real death and it was a necessary death.  His death testified to the gravity of human sin.  It was the seriousness of our sins and the love of God that sent Christ to the Cross.  The gravity of our sin meant that He must do more than suffer — He must die! - And so, He did.

Because of His great love, He went to the Cross in order to reach out to people who did not even care.  In fact, they hated Him.

Listen to what Romans 5:8 says:-

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

This stone speaks of the reality of death.  Christ died and we must also die. 

But the stone is not silent at this point.  It continues to speak to us.  It has something else to say.  It says that Christ conquered death.

You see, this huge stone which came down an incline and fitted into a groove, was sealed with wax seals of the Roman Government.  Should any unauthorized person break these seals it meant certain death under Roman law.!!

Yet, it had been rolled away.  The Roman government seals had been broken.  An angel of the Lord came to the tomb and simply rolled the stone away.

But what does this say to us? 

Remember, the stone is a symbol of the bondage and power of death. 

So the rolling away of it is a symbol of the freedom from the fear of death that Jesus Christ has bought for us. 

This was no ordinary man who lay there.  This was the resurrection Himself.  

And so, on the third day, through the power of God, Jesus Christ rose bodily from the dead.  He broke the chains of death.  He defeated the power of hell and of Satan and his hordes.  And from that tomb He came forth in victory and in power. 

Listen again to the stone speak. 

It says to us that Jesus Christ conquered death.  He is our Forerunner.  It says that if we belong to Him, we need never fear death.  Death was unable to hold Jesus in its grip.

Acts 2:24 says:-

“And God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.” 

The character of God demanded Christ’s resurrection.  He had died, the Sinless for the sinful.  God must raise Him as proof of His complete satisfaction with the redemptive work of Christ.

Also, the prophecies of the Old Testament demanded Christ’s resurrection.  And He fulfilled them.

The stone rolled away reveals that Jesus Christ is victor over death.

The empty tomb stands forever as the greatest monument to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But why was the stone rolled away? 

Do you think that the stone was rolled away for the Lord to come out?

Not so. - The stone was not rolled away for Him to come out.  He did not have any need of that. 

We find, later on, in the accounts of His appearances, that at one point the disciples were hidden away in a room where the windows and doors were closed and locked and Jesus Christ just walked right in. 

He needed no door. - No wall could hold Him out. 

In His resurrection body, He could walk through the stone walls of that tomb. 

No, the stone was not rolled away for Him to come out.  Instead, the stone was rolled away so that WE could look in.  It was rolled away for OUR sakes, so that the empty tomb could be visible to all. 

The empty tomb is the greatest evidence of the resurrection of Jesus Christ in all of history.  I believe it is indisputable evidence.  Cynics and critics have tried to explain it away, and they have not been able to. 

The empty tomb still stands as evidence to all that Jesus is not dead, that the bonds of death could not hold Him.  He is very much alive today.  There is no other explanation. 

Some say it was the wrong tomb.  But if it were the wrong tomb, the Pharisees and the Sadducees who put Jesus to death certainly would have found the right tomb, rolled the stone away, and produced the dead and decaying body of Jesus Christ.  But they were unable to because it was the right tomb, and it was empty. 

To disprove the resurrection, all that the Romans or the Jews had to do to destroy Christianity forever was to produce the body of Jesus Christ.!!

Don’t you think that they would have feverishly tried to locate His body.??

All that they had to do was to locate His corpse and wheel it down the main street of Jerusalem for everyone to see.!!  And that would have been the end of it.!!  Christianity would have been blown right out of the water then and there.!!

However, despite their frantic and desperate searching, they were unable to find the body of our Lord.  Therefore, they could not parade it down the streets of Jerusalem for all to see.

Instead, the only thing of significance that would happen later in Jerusalem would be the powerful witness of His disciples boldly and fearlessly risking their lives to declare the fact of the bodily resurrection of their Lord and Saviour.!!

All of the great religious leaders of history have lived and died, and their bodies are still buried today. 

Only Jesus Christ rose bodily from the dead.  His tomb is empty.!!

Only Jesus Christ broke the bonds of death and hell and came forth as victor.

The significance of the stone rolled away is found in the words of the angel, "He is not here; He has risen, just as He said." 

Beloved, that is our joyous confession on this Resurrection Sunday. 

In fact, that was the confession of the early Christians on every Sunday. 

You see, the very existence of Christian worship on Sunday, the first day of the week, is historical evidence of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

For Christians, Sunday is the Lord’s Day.  And the reason why we worship on Sunday is because our Lord rose from the dead on the first day of the week. 

And so, even though we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection in a special way once a year, every Sunday should be a celebration of the fact that Jesus Christ is alive today. 

He is risen!  -  The Gospel message is that Jesus Christ lived,  died, was buried, and rose again from the dead. 

Sceptics have denied it, and philosophers have tried to explain it away, but the tomb is empty.  

Jesus Christ is just as alive today, as He was 2000 years ago when He walked on the earth.!! 

Had He not come forth from that tomb that day, He would have been no more than a fraud.  He would not have been our Saviour and we would still be in our sins.  There would be no hope for the future, and no power for living now. 

But praise God that on that first Easter morning, He arose.

All of you have heard this incredible fact of history before and know of the significance of what I have said thus far.  But I want us to look at something else that the stone says to us. 

What does the stone say? 

It says that as Christians, we have hope and assurance for the future

Death, while it is a great enigma to our minds, is not an enigma at all; it is not a puzzle to God.  God understands it fully.  

As a matter of fact, death is simply a doorway into His eternity.  A slave that ushers believers into the Presence of our Lord.  We do not see it from our side, often times, but He sees it clearly.

We dwell in the midst of time.  We see birth, life, and death and that is all. 

God sees birth, life, death, and the life beyond death that we cannot see. 

The resurrection of Christ means that there is hope for us for the future, even beyond death. 

Listen to the continuation of the passage we read earlier from Romans 5:8:-

Romans 5:9-10:-

9. “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.

10. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”

Salvation has been provided for us, because Jesus, far from being a fraud, was indeed who He said He was, the Saviour of mankind. 

His death on the Cross was a just and final payment for all of our sins, and because of that death, we can now be forgiven. 

If God purchased our reconciliation so dearly, will He ever let us go?

If His death had such power to save us, how much more will His life have power to keep us.!! 

The resurrection of Christ proves one indisputable fact.  It proves that He is who He said that He is, the eternal Son of God.!!  

And He calls to us today, Christian and non-Christian alike, not from the Cross, for He is not there.  He calls to us, not from the grave, for He is not there either. 

He calls to us from the right hand of the throne of Almighty God, from where, one day together with all church age believers, He will come to set up His kingdom on this earth. 

He will come to judge all the living and the dead.  They will all stand before Him, for He is the resurrected Lord. 

He calls to us, "Look at what I have done for you.  Come and follow Me."

The resurrection of Jesus Christ represents the fact that the Son of God gave up His eternal glory in heaven, where He existed with God from eternity past.  He entered in our time and into our world in the form of man and as a bond-servant, to suffer humiliation, ridicule, scorn, - to endure the cruel death of the cross, to be buried, then to rise again. 

The resurrection of Christ is evidence of God’s plan and desire for us, of His love for us.  It shows us that Jesus Christ thought it not too high a price to pay to give His own life for you and for me.

The stone tells us the resurrection of Jesus Christ is really a call to a full and unconditional commitment toward Him.  It is a call for Christians to live for Him. 

Let me ask you, are you living for Him?   Are you really living for Christ? 

Look at your life in light of what Jesus did for you.  What does it mean to you that God loved you so much that no suffering was too great for Him to endure so that you might have eternal life? 

The death and resurrection of Christ showed that God loved you so much that He was willing to give whatever it took to give you a chance to have His life. 

Can we give less than our total commitment and surrender to Him?  How serious is your Christian faith to you?

Will you pursue your relationship with Jesus Christ and put it above everything else in your life?  Or, are you just fooling yourself and living a lie?"

Will you be faithful to the One who willingly died for you? 

Being full of faith will make you faithful.  -  And faithfulness in your relationship with Jesus Christ is essential to following Him. 

Just as faithfulness in any relationship is vital, so it is with our walk with God. 

If we consistently and faithfully meet with the Lord daily in prayer, meditate on His Word, and daily surrender our lives to Him, - we will begin to be changed into His likeness in terms of our character and nature. 

But if we do not make following the Lord our first priority, we will not do it.  Other things will crowd it out.

Our level of faithfulness is not necessarily God’s level. 

Someone once posed these questions:-

"If your car started one out of three times would you call it faithful? 

If your refrigerator ran only one out of three days would you call it reliable, or dependable?" 

The answer is clearly no.  Yet there are some Christians who try to follow Jesus like that - in a hit and miss fashion. 

Some even come to church like that - they make it to church maybe once out of every three meetings.  And they have convinced themselves that they are somehow active and faithful to the Lord. 

You can’t live like that, as a Christian, and expect to grow spiritually strong and mature.  If you do, don’t be surprised that you have no real power and joy as a Christian. 

Some have also convinced themselves that if they don’t sin too much, they are OK. - Not so with God. 

He wants a life laid down, a heart that is His, a Christian who is living out what he or she is professing to believe, giving Him not just their spare Sunday mornings, but the whole of their lives.

If we would win the world to Christ….;   If we would share the Gospel………….; 

If we would be the kind of church God has ordained for our church to be, we need to walk in the fullness of the power of the Spirit of God, and we can’t do it on our terms.

What we need is the resurrection power manifested by the stone rolled away. 

You see, the stone was rolled away because Jesus could not be held by death. 

He said of Himself, in John 11:25, "I am the resurrection and the life." 

In other words, resurrection power centres in Jesus Christ and in Him we can tap into that awesome resurrection power. 

Paul knew the vital importance of walking in that power and revealed it when he said, "that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection "  (Philippians 3:10). 

It was Paul’s earnest desire to be a partaker of the resurrection power of Jesus Christ.  That was one of the deepest desires of his heart.  It should be our desire as well. 

The power of His resurrection must become the power of our lives.  It can only become so when we surrender our lives to the One who rose again from the dead.

The stone indeed speaks to us. 

It speaks to us of death, victory over death, and wonderful hope for the future through Christ. 

The stone was rolled away so we could have an encounter with the risen Lord. 

He is truly risen! 

The validity of Christianity rises or falls on the authenticity of the resurrection.  Our faith is based on it. 

In Romans 1:4, it says that Jesus "was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead." 

Jesus is alive today.  He calls you to faithfully live for Him. 

How will you respond?

This world is decaying and dying.  God says that it is passing away.

Doesn’t it make a lot of sense to shoot for the next world and store up our treasures in Heaven where Jesus is?

Jesus conquered death and through His mighty power He makes us more than conquerors in this world.
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