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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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SALVATION.

ROMANS 1.16. “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes to the Jew first and also to the Greek”. 
The Apostle Paul expressed his eagerness to preach the Gospel to those that are in <<Rome>>, and the reason for his eagerness is that it is the message of salvation for all mankind. Paul, whatever it cost him in hardship and suffering, was willing to preach the Gospel anywhere and everywhere. 
At the time of his miraculous conversion, (Acts 9) God told Ananias when He sent him to Paul, “He (Paul) is a chosen instrument of Mine to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of <<Israel>>, for I will show him much he must suffer for My Name’s sake”. 
Paul saw himself as a debtor, under obligation to preach the Gospel; in fact writing to the Corinthians, (1 Corinthians 9.16) he declares “woe is me if I do not preach the Gospel”. He felt the Divine compulsion; he must fulfil the Christ given commission and responsibility. 
The preaching of the Gospel is not only information, education, instruction, advice, opinion; it is revelation of God’s power, provision and willingness to save mankind from the consequences of sin, it is SALVATION. It is a compelling message, it must be told!!

Salvation is a great and glorious Biblical word. It is the powerful and precious message of the Christian Gospel.  No other “sacred scriptures” tell of the way of salvation than the Bible. Salvation is what every person of all time and place, of all cultures, colours, conditions needs and can have personally, and experience through Jesus Christ, God’s only Son. 
Salvation is the purpose of the Birth, Life, Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus. It is the gift of God, undeserved, unmerited, and unearnable, to fallen sinful doomed mankind. It is God’s rescue from the power of sin, death and hell; it is deliverance from Satan’s kingdom of darkness and translation into God’s Kingdom of love, light, peace and joy. It is the restoration of God’s original purpose for man, restoration to the position and relationship God intended for mankind.

Salvation, the New Testament Greek word, “soteria” means deliverance, preservation and is used of material, temporal deliverance from danger; fear, deliverance from enemies, and personal deliverance from death, from prison, but primarily and most importantly the spiritual and eternal deliverance given immediately by God to those who accept His condition of repentance, and faith in the Lord Jesus, to those who believe and confess Jesus as Lord, Risen from the dead. Salvation is obtained through Jesus alone, for there is no other Name by which we can be saved.   

The message about Jesus is the power of God for salvation. “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the Gospel of your salvation, having also believed (they did more than listen, they believed) you were also sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise”. The Gospel is truth, it is genuine, real, it is sure, it is not false, not deception, it is effective. 
Those who believe are sealed with God’s Holy Spirit, this sealing is an inward assurance, a witness in my spirit that I now belong to God, a child of God, (Romans 8.16), it is my security, my protection, and it means that I now pass the test as being accounted righteous by God, (in ancient trading terms the seal meant that the container was full of genuine material, so to be sealed means that my “sack”/ my life is regarded as full of “genuine material”, but this is not my righteousness but Christ’s imputed to me. It is my guarantee of safe delivery, that I will receive an inheritance, a place reserved in heaven. To have salvation is to be sealed with the Holy Spirit and possess all these tremendous benefits. 

Salvation is a present experience of deliverance from the guilt of sin, - the joy of forgiveness-, it is a daily personal provision of strength to overcome the power of sin, - the joy of freedom-, it is the expectation of deliverance from the presence of sin, when Christ comes in glory and the living and dead in Christ are taken to be with the Lord for ever, - the joy of a future. 

Salvation, as man cannot save himself from sin, -good works cannot save -, man needs a Saviour, someone to rescue, deliver, heal, and the One and Only Saviour is God Himself in the Person of His Son, Jesus. Only God can forgive sins, only He has power to defeat Satan and set man free, only He is the physician that can heal broken hearts, heal the wounds and eradicate the disease cause by sin. “He (Jesus) is able to save forever those who draw near God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7. 25). 
Jesus is alive, He was dead and now is alive for evermore, and He has the keys of death and Hades (Revelation 1.18), so He can save forever, for eternity. Over death He has triumphed. “Death is swallowed up in victory, O death where is your victory? O death where is your sting? It is God who is Saviour, Mary the mother of Jesus said, “My spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour” (Luke 1. 47). See also, 1 Timothy 1.1, 2.3, 4.10, Titus 1.3, 2.10, 2.13, and 3.4. 
None other than the one true Living Almighty Eternal God, creator of the Universe, maker of heaven and earth is my Salvation. So then how great is our salvation?!!  Bless the Lord (Jehovah/Yahweh, the self existent eternal One) O my soul who pardons, heals, redeems, crowns, satisfies, renews, (Psalm 103.) His loving-kindness is as high as the heavens are above the earth, and as far as the east is from the west He has removed our transgressions. 

An Old Testament Hebrew word for salvation is “Yeshuwah” from the root verb “yasha” to be open, free, and wide, to be safe, and to have liberty, deliverance. So, many times, when you read in the Old Testament “salvation” you can read, “Yeshuwah”. For example, the Song that the Children of Israel sang when they had crossed the Red Sea and were finally and completely free from the Egyptians, Exodus 15.2. “The Lord is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation (Yeshuwah). 
Turning to the New Testament we find that both Joseph and Mary were told to call the baby to be born JESUS, Matthew 1.21, and Luke 1.31. To Joseph it was said, “For it is He who will save His people from their sins” Eight days after Jesus was born in Bethlehem Mary and Joseph, according to the Law took Him to the Temple to be circumcised, “His name was then called Jesus, the name that was given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb” Luke 2.21. The fact that both Mary and Joseph were told to call Him Jesus made sure that without any argument He was called JESUS. The name Jesus comes from the Greek “Iesous” which in Hebrew is “Yeshua” which means Jehovah (Yahweh) is salvation, so there is a direct link between the O.T. “Yeshuwah” and the N.T.  “Jesus”.
 Because “Jesus” was quite a common name in <<Israel>> at that time, our Saviour became known as Jesus of Nazareth, the town where He grew up. Interestingly the name Nazareth could have come from two different words, “Nasrat” which means “watchtower” and one immediately thinks of Proverbs 18.10, “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe”. Jesus, Yeshua is a strong tower, a place of salvation and security, or like a watchtower guarding a vineyard, or a city, keeping it safe from all intruders. 
The other word is the Hebrew “netser” meaning a shoot, or a branch, figuratively “a descendant”, Isaiah 11.1, prophesies, “A shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch (netser) will bear fruit”. Jesus is a branch, netser, descendant of David son of Jesse. In the Name of Jesus, and only in His Name, there is salvation, (Acts 4.12). In Jeremiah 23.5, we read a prophecy concerning Jesus, the Messiah, “Behold the days are coming declares the Lord, when I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch, and He will reign as king and succeed wisely, and do justice and righteousness in the land. In His days <<Judah>> shall be saved, and <<Israel>> will dwell securely and this is the name by which He will be called, the Lord our righteousness”. The context shows that this is at the time of the regathering of <<Israel>> from a worldwide scattering. This promise is repeated in Jeremiah 33.15; and we have further references in Zechariah 3.8 and 6.12. He will be called the “Lord our righteousness”, or as in the Hebrew “Jehovah Tsidkenu”. 
In the N.T. we read in 1 Corinthians 1.30, that Christ Jesus became for us, “wisdom from God, righteousness, and sanctification and redemption”. This means that our salvation is all of His work and we have nothing to glory or boast in, Jesus of Nazareth, the Branch is our righteousness. It is His righteousness, not ours; it is God’s gracious gift to man, through Christ Jesus to those who trust in Him. We are reconciled to God, for “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him”, 2 Corinthians 5.21. SALVATION causes and establishes our reconciliation with God. 

THE FIRST mention of the word SALVATION is in Genesis 49.18. As he was nearing death the Patriarch Jacob (<<Israel>>) gathered his 12 sons together in order that he could prophesy to them what would happen to them, in the days to come, literally at the end of days. These 12 sons became the founders of the 12 tribes of <<Israel>>. 
We will only look at what he said about his seventh son DAN. Genesis 49. 16, “Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of <<Israel>>. Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a horned snake (an adder that snaps) in the path that bites the horse’s heels so that the rider falls backward. For thy SALVATION I wait O Lord”. Dan’s name means “judge”, (the story of his naming is in Genesis 30). It is not a very pleasant prophecy that speaks of him as a serpent. 
The hero-judge that came from the tribe of Dan was Samson, Judges 13 – 16. Judges 18 tells of some very cruel wicked, idolatrous behaviour of the Danites. And when the kingdom was divided into north and south after the death of King Solomon, Rehoboam, son of Solomon, ruled <<Judah>> in the south, and Jeroboam ruled the northern tribes. Jeroboam set one of the idolatrous golden calves he had made in the territory of Dan, the far north of Israel, and told the people this was the god that had brought them up out of Egypt, and by this he turned the people to degrading sinful idolatry. 
Maybe it was the prophetic sight of these tragic events that caused Jacob to earnestly cry out, “For Thy salvation (Yeshuwah) I wait O Lord”. As Jacob foresaw the sinfulness, immorality, and idolatry that was personified in the tribe of Dan he prayed for the time when the Messiah, the Saviour, salvation would come. An old Jewish commentary, (Targum) on this passage says, “My soul waits not for the deliverance of Gideon son of Joash for it was only temporal, nor for that of Samson for that was transient, but for the redemption by the Messiah the Son of David which in Thy Word Thou hast promised to send to Thy people the Children of Israel, for this salvation my soul waits”. Well, it is true that the Messiah, Jesus truly brings much more than a temporal deliverance.

This was the longing of all the Old Testament saints, for the coming of Salvation, the Saviour Messiah. The Apostle Peter writes, “as to this salvation the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come made careful search and enquiry seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of God within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow, 1 Peter 1.10. 
The prophets longed and looked for the Saviour. David wrote, (Psalm 25.5) “Thou art the God of my salvation, for Thee I wait all the day” Again, Psalm 130.5 – 6 “I wait for the Lord, my soul does wait, and in His word do I hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than the watchman for the morning, indeed more than the watchman for the morning”. 
Jesus said to Jews who argued with Him, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day and he saw it and was glad”, (John 8.56). Jesus was the one that Abraham looked forward to. At another time Jesus said, “Many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear and did not hear it”, (Matthew 13. 17). Throughout the O.T. the faithful looked and waited for “salvation” right down to Zacharias, (Luke 1.67 – 79), the father of John the Baptist who prophesied about his son John, “And you child will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give to His people the knowledge of salvation, by the forgiveness of their sins”. 

Perhaps Jacob also recalled the story of man’s fall in Genesis 3, when the serpent deceived Eve and she took of the forbidden fruit and gave to Adam, they sinned with all the terrible consequences that followed, but then had the promise that One would come who would crush the Serpent’s head but in so doing His heel would be bruised. So Jacob sighed, “For Thy salvation O Lord I wait”, this promise that You gave. Even as today we see the evil and wickedness and suffering abounding in the world around us, and having great love for Jesus we long for the Second Coming of the Lord, for full and complete salvation. Does your heart cry out? “Come Lord Jesus”.

Jacob was coming to the end of his life, perhaps he was in pain, he gave charge to his sons as to where he was to be buried (Genesis 49.29) and then when he had finished charging his sons, “he drew his feet into the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to his people” (Genesis 49.33). He was one of those described in Hebrews 11.13, “All these died in faith”.

Turn to Luke 2. 25 – 32. When Mary and Joseph brought the 40 day old Jesus to the Temple for the ritual purification of Mary, Simeon, a righteous, devout man “looking for the consolation of Israel”, the promised Saviour, Messiah, was led by the Holy Spirit into the Temple. To Simeon the Holy Spirit had revealed that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Now it was revealed to him that this baby boy in the arms of two poor, “ordinary” people was the promised Saviour and he took Jesus into his arms, and said, “Now Lord thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for my eyes have seen Thy SALVATION, which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light of revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel”. Now he was ready to die, to depart in peace. Contrast these two old men, Jacob and Simeon, Jacob dying in faith, waiting for God’s salvation, seeing only by the “eye of faith”, but dying in peace, and now Simeon taking the baby in his arms and saying, “My eyes have seen Thy salvation”, and he could die in peace. All those who in faith have seen salvation die in peace. The long awaited Salvation, prepared by God, Jesus has come!!

Everyone else in the <<Temple>> saw only an ordinary family going through the purification ritual, like all the others, but Simeon had the revelation to see Salvation. Truly, it is the Holy Spirit who reveals the Saviour, so we know God the Saviour. 1 Corinthians 2.6 – 16, but especially vv, 9 – 10, “Things which the eye has not seen, and the ear has not heard and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him, for to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God”.  
Natural things we learn by the eye, the ear, and here, in context, “the heart” refers to human reasoning powers, (“human wisdom” verse 5), but spiritual things are only known by revelation by the Holy Spirit. “The thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God that we might know the things freely given us by God” (vv.11 – 12). Paul’s preaching was not in persuasive words of wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and power” (v.4). 
It is the Holy Spirit who convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgement, (John 14.8). The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus and makes known the things concerning Jesus, (John 16.14). The god of this world (Satan) has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, but “God who said, Light shall shine out of darkness is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ”, (2 Corinthians 4.6). Salvation comes by revelation. The inspired Word of God illuminated by the Spirit of God, brings revelation of Salvation.        

We have thought of O.T. saints looking forward to the coming Salvation, but in Hebrews 5. 9, we read that, Jesus “became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal Salvation”. Jesus is the real and active cause of salvation, but He has not only caused, or made possible salvation, He IS salvation, He is the source. Our salvation is eternal. The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The Greek word “aionios” (eternal) is used of past and future time, it is used of God, (Romans 16.26), of eternal life (Romans 6.23), of things which are not seen (2 Corinthians 4.18) of God’s purpose (Ephesians 3.11), of God’s power and kingdom (1 Timothy 6.16) of God’s glory (1 Peter 5.10), of the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 9.14), of redemption (Hebrews 9.12), of our inheritance (Hebrews 9.15) and of salvation (Hebrews 5.9). “Eternal” is also used of damnation (Mark 3.29) of judgement (Hebrews 6.2) and the punishment of eternal fire (Matthew 25.41, Jude 7, 2 Thessalonians 1.9). This judgement is not remedial but retributive.

We have an eternal salvation. God’s gift is eternal life, and that is the type, not the length (though it includes the length) but the quality of life we have in and through Christ Jesus. When Adam sinned he died spiritually he lost fellowship with God; his soul died in that his mind was darkened, and his emotional life shattered (love degraded, peace destroyed, joy departed), and relationships with others spoiled; eventually he died physically. In Christ, through salvation we are raised from death, our fellowship with God is revived, renewed; love, joy, peace are restored, relationships are healed, our minds are brought out of the darkness of ignorance, we are brought into the light; and eventually even though we may die physically we shall be raised to life at Christ’s coming with bodies, immortal, incorruptible. 
Adam in the Garden of Eden forfeited the right to the Tree of Life, but in Revelation 22 14, we read of free access to the Tree of Life for all those who have washed their robes, and Revelation 7.14 says, “washed white in the Blood of the Lamb”. Salvation leads to a place better than Eden, for in the heavenly city there is a river and the Tree of life, but there is no “testing tree of the knowledge of good and evil” for we will truly love and obey, having learnt the awful consequences of disobedience. The devil is thrown into the lake of fire, and we will have perfect relationship with God for the throne of God and the Lamb will be there, we shall see His face, and His name will be on our foreheads.    

Because we have eternal life, an eternal salvation, Paul could write that we are seated with Christ in the heavenly places (Ephesians 2.6), here and now in this present life we are blessed with spiritual blessings. Our Salvation includes a future expectation, but it is also a present day experience. These blessings come to us “in Christ”, but as they are spiritual blessings they come to us by the Holy Spirit. These blessings are in “heavenly places” so they are heavenly blessings, this does not mean that they are not real in the here and now, neither does it mean that we are delivered from hardship, persecution, trials. 
Jesus prayed for His disciples, (John 17.15), “I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them out of the power of evil”. We have a peace that the world cannot take away, we rejoice even though now for a little while, if necessary we are distressed by various trials,(1 Peter 1.6), we have hope, we have fellowship with God, we are given strength to overcome and so much more in Christ Jesus. Our affection is set on things above, things eternal not on the things of the world. Ephesians 3.14 Paul bowed his knees and prayed, “That He would grant you according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened  with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith: and that you being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend  with all the saints  what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the  fullness of God.” 
God is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all we ask or think, according to the power that worketh within us. Think of these spiritual blessings, our position and possession in Christ Jesus because of salvation, the power of the Holy Spirit, the presence of Jesus. Read also Christ’s great High Priestly prayer for all His disciples in John 17, wonder and give praise to God for these spiritual blessings. “Blessed (“eulogetos” celebrate with praises, acknowledge His goodness, give glory), be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed (made happy, caused to prosper) us with every spiritual blessing”. Here and now we have riches of spiritual blessings. 

The eternal expression of our salvation also is, that “He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Christ to Himself according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”  1 Peter 1.1, “<Chosen> according to the foreknowledge of God the Father”, and in verses 19 and 20 (of the same chapter), we read of Christ the Lamb who was foreknown before the foundation of the world. 
Before the foundation of the world God had planned salvation. Salvation is not an emergency plan brought in when Adam sinned, God foreknew what would happen, and He foresaw Adam’s disobedience and the awful consequences of sin, and the way of salvation was already prepared, God never has a plan “B”, He always operates plan “A”. He is never taken by surprise. Before any hill existed, before any tree grew to make a wooden cross, before a lamb was born to run and play on earthly fields, in Eternity God planned a Hill called Calvary, a tree to make the cross, a lamb for sacrifice, (1 Peter 1.19 – 20). Way back in eternity our salvation was planned and prepared, but “in time” to the world, as foretold by the prophets and by types and symbols, salvation appeared, and was revealed in the person of Christ Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” announced  John the Baptist, pointing to Jesus, (John 1.29).  
The writer to the Hebrews in chapter 9 speaking of the sacrifice of Jesus, a sacrifice far better than all the O.T. sacrifices made by the High Priest who each and every year entered the Holy Place with the blood of an animal, says, that Jesus did not need to suffer often since the foundation of the world, “but now once at the consummation of the ages, (the heading up of all the various ages) He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgement, so Christ also having been offered once to bear the sins of many shall appear a second time (not for judgement but ) for salvation without reference to sin to those who eagerly await Him.” 
Foreordained before the foundation of the world but in these last days He has made one sacrifice of Himself for sin. Like a river that had been flowing underground for a long time it burst forth at God’s appointed time, Galatians 4.4, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” 
In eternity there was (in figurative speech) a council held between Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In Genesis 1.26, God said, “Let Us make man in Our image according to our likeness”, Genesis 1.27, “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him, male and female He created them.”  
I believe we can be sure that God who said “Let us” with regard to the creation of man would also say concerning man’s redemption, “Let us”, the Tri-unity at work in creation and salvation. Ephesians 1, chosen by the Father, (v.4) through or in Christ Jesus (v.5), (in whom we have redemption by His blood the forgiveness of sins), and sealed with the Holy Spirit, (v.13). Remember, our Salvation is all to the praise of His glory, Ephesians 1.6, 12, 14, the glory of His grace and the manifestation of the wisdom of God, (Ephesians 3.10).

Salvation transforms us from being aliens and strangers into fellow citizens with the saints, becoming members of God’s household. Salvation places us on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, where Christ Jesus is the Corner Stone, and builds us together into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit, Ephesians 2.19 – 22. To us, the plan of salvation is amazing and the purpose of salvation is magnificent beyond our understanding.

Hebrews 13.20 speaks of “the blood of the eternal covenant”, it is the blood of the “great Shepherd of the sheep” who gave His life for the sheep, and who has risen from the dead and is alive for evermore, that seals the covenant of our salvation. All covenants were sealed/ratified/confirmed/ signed by blood, the blood of an animal (demonstrating substitutionary death) but the “salvation covenant”, our redemption, is sealed with the precious blood of Christ. 
At each communion service, when we break bread, we remember through the symbol of wine the “blood of the new covenant” (1 Corinthians 11.25). Our salvation is secured in an eternal covenant, sealed with the blood of Christ. “God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, (and we love because He first loved us 1 John 4.19), to those who are called according to His purpose”. And what is His purpose? That those whom He foreknew should be predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, those predestined, He called, the called He justified, the justified He glorified. So it is that all things work together for good, to glorification. Our eternal salvation results in glorification. 
When God created the heavens and the earth and all creatures, He saw that it was good (Genesis 1), and the new heaven and earth and everything in it, the New Creation, will be good, (Revelation 21 and 22), and we who love the Lord will share in that good. Then we will realise and know that everything, God has used for His glory and everything works together for good, for God Himself is GOOD. 

I believe that because the Lamb was slain before the foundation of the world, that because salvation was eternally planned God did not immediately destroy Adam and Eve when they sinned, He did not wipe them off the face of the earth, but instead gave them the promise that from the seed of the woman One should come, a conqueror of Satan, a Saviour, and in grace and with “prophetic symbolic act” God clothed them with garments of salvation for He covered their nakedness with garments of skin from an animal that died in their place. Because of His eternal plan of salvation when God saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth and that every thought and intent of man was only evil continually, Noah found grace/favour in the eyes of the Lord and was told to build the Ark, which in faith and obedience he did and was preserved when God destroyed all mankind with the Flood. Noah was saved by grace through faith, not by his works, not by what he did; building the ark was evidence of his faith.

It was because of the eternal plan of salvation God called Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees to trust and obey, to go to an unknown land that God would show him, a land where in due time the Savour would be born, God gave miraculous birth to Isaac and then through Jacob established the tribes of Israel. God called and sent Moses to Egypt and miraculously with signs, wonders, and judgements brought Israel out of slavery in Egypt, gave them the Law and Commandments at Sinai, brought them into the Promise Land driving out the inhabitants before them, sent them prophets to reprove them and to reveal and teach the promises of God. God chastened them when they sinned, established the throne of David, restored them from captivity in <<Babylon>> and politically prepared the time for the Birth of the Saviour in <<Bethlehem>>. 
God was working and today is still working out His plan of eternal salvation, through the “Church age” calling out and saving a people for Himself. He is building His Church, the plan proceeds according to His timing and His will. Church history tells of many trials and troubles, persecution, false prophets, deceitful teaching, and as we have been warned, these things intensify as we come to the end of the age. The eternal plan and purpose of God is ongoing and nothing can prevent His purpose being fulfilled to the last detail.
We should be encouraged to see how God has been at work through the centuries, and see the many triumphs of Divine grace; we have so much evidence of the power and faithfulness of God, the existence of the church today and the spread of the Gospel through many lands. The events in the world today, including the return and re-establishment of Israel are in fulfilment of prophecy (see especially Zechariah 12 and 14) and show that the Coming again of Jesus is drawing very near, we are moving nearer to the complete fulfilment of God’s salvation plan. The eternal plan of salvation is about to be finalised, the completion of this age is at hand.

ETERNITY is an impossible conception for our time-bound minds. From our time-bound view, salvation is a past experience, the time we repented and trusted in Jesus; salvation is a present experience of sanctification (growing in likeness to Jesus), and daily protection and provision; and it is future when we see Jesus and we are raised from the dead or as living saints caught up with them to meet the Lord in the air, we are changed and we become like Him, (1 John 3.2). We groan waiting for the redemption of our body, (Romans 8.23). But from the eternity aspect Salvation IS.

GOD created time. With the command for Light to shine, and the separation of light from darkness came the statement, “And there was evening and morning, were the first day”, (Genesis 1.5). As we read on through the chapter we have the “second day”, “third day” and on to the seventh day. Later on the fourth day God appointed sun, moon and stars to govern the day and night. The Eternal God operates “in time” unfolding, developing and revealing to us His plan of salvation which was foreordained before the foundation of the world, before time began. 
In Revelation 13.8 we read of those whose names have been written in the Lamb’s Book of life from the foundation of the world, that they will not worship the Beast (Antichrist), but in ch.17.8 those whose names are not in the Book of Life will wonder at the Beast. We pray, Psalm 119.41, “May Thy loving-kindness also come to me, O Lord, Thy salvation according to Thy Word”, and then in verse 89, “Forever O Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven”. 
The eternal plan of salvation is written in heaven before the foundation of the world, but here in this “world of time” we pray for that salvation to come to us individually, personally, and for the completion of salvation when Christ comes “To be glorified in His saints, and to be marvelled at among all who have believed” 2 Thessalonians 1.10. We are living in the last days, which began with the ministry of Jesus, (Hebrews 1.2) and were announced at Pentecost, (Acts 2.17). Christ became to all those who obey Him the SOURCE of ETERNAL SALVATION.

The great O.T. ILLUSTRATION of SALVATION is the story of the Exodus, <<Israel>>’s deliverance from slavery in <<Egypt>>; from it we can learn many enlightening and encourage truths. In the Gospel of Luke chapter 9 we have the Story of the Transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain when Moses and Elijah appeared in conversation with Him. The subject of their conversation was “the exodus which He should accomplish at <<Jerusalem>>”. His death, His Exodus was the fulfilment of why He came into the world, the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies, and primarily the fulfilment for God’s way of salvation, the freeing of men from the guilt and power of sin. As Paul writes, 1 Corinthians 10.11, “These things happened to them (<<Israel>>) as an example, and they were written for our instruction upon which the end of the ages have come”. 

Exodus 14.13 “Moses said to the people, do not fear, Stand by, take your stand and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent”. If you are not familiar with the story of <<Israel>>’s deliverance you will need to read the previous chapters of Exodus. Many plagues had struck <<Egypt>> as Pharaoh continually refused to obey God’s command and let the Israelites go; eventually God smote all the firstborn in the <<land> of <Egypt>>, the Israelites’ firstborn being protected by the blood of the sacrificed Passover Lamb sprinkled on the doorpost of their houses. Pharaoh let them go but he and his servants soon had a change of heart. Pharaoh hardened his heart and set out to pursue the Israelites to destroy them or bring them back into slavery. God led the Israelites around by the way of the wilderness to the <Red Sea> (Exodus 13.18). 
Pharaoh thought, they are wandering aimlessly in the land, “they are lost”, and he decided to pursue them and recapture them or destroy them.(In the same way no doubt the priests and rulers thought the disciples were “lost”, and the following of Jesus would easily be destroyed when they had crucified Jesus and sealed Him in the tomb). Pharaoh caught up with the Israelites as they faced the <Red Sea>; the Israelites appeared to be trapped, there was no way of escape. Although they had witnessed many signs and wonders, judgements on Pharaoh and the Egyptians the Israelites were very frightened, just like the disciples after the crucifixion of Jesus. Moses confidently re-assures the Israelites, and declares that they will see the SALVATION of the Lord. 
This was the first time the word “salvation” was used regarding their deliverance. Notice it was something that the Lord would do; there was finality about it for they would never see the Egyptians again, they would not need to fight, the battle was the Lord’s, it was the LORD’S salvation.  (Actually they did see the Egyptians again, but not as a threatening power, but dead on the sea shore). A mighty act of God accomplished their deliverance. Psalm 106.8, “He saved them for the sake of His name, that He might make His power known. Thus He rebuked the <Red Sea> and it dried up, and He led them through the deeps as through the wilderness. So He saved them from the hand of the one who hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. And the waters covered their adversaries, not one of them was left. THEN they believed His words and sang His praise”.  
The way of Life was made known, but that which was the way of life for <<Israel>> became the “way of death to their enemies”. It was a convincing act of the Sovereign Lord. There was an escape from death by a passage of life through death. For <<Israel>> the dark night was turned to light, and the Egyptians were in total darkness. When the Egyptians tried to follow <<Israel>>, they lost their chariot wheels (Exodus 14.25) and they said “The Lord is fighting for them”, they acknowledged it was a Divine act and tried to flee. It is useless to fight against God.

Gamaliel a teacher of the Law and member of the Sanhedrin Council, when the Sanhedrin debated what to do with the disciples to silence them from boldly and defiantly preaching the message of the Resurrection of Jesus, advised, “I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action should be of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God”, (Acts 5.38).
 The Gospel is still effectively proclaimed although the church has been persecuted, and so many have and still do fight and argue against it, for our Salvation is of God. Psalm 2. “Why are the nations in uproar and the people devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers take counsel against the Lord and His Anointed”. When persecuted, the disciples quoted this, Acts 4.25, and empowered by the Holy Spirit they continued to witness with great boldness, they knew that their message of Salvation was God’s message. Threatened, Peter declared “We must obey God rather than man”. If God be for us who can be against us? And we are not ashamed of the Gospel; it IS the power of God unto SALVATION. It is indestructible, and those who fight against God fight only to their own destruction. 
The Word of Salvation stands secure for ever. The message of salvation prevails for the devil cannot hold captive the one who believes the Gospel, who trust in Jesus for salvation. 1 John 2.14, “You are strong and the Word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one”. “Greater is He that is in you than he who is the world” 1 John 4.4. Jesus has overcome the world. Again, we read in 1 John 5.4 “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world”. When the Apostle Paul was in <<Ephesus>> there was opposition to the Gospel from the synagogue, and opposition by evil spirits, but many of those who practiced magic arts began to burn their books, “So the word of God was growing mightily and prevailing”. 
Salvation is strong and prevails because it is the work of God. Moses said to the Israelites, “The Lord will fight for you, while you keep silent”, the Egyptians in fear said “The Lord is fighting for them”. If God is for us who can be against us?   

Notice, salvation/deliverance was not “complete” until they crossed the Red Sea, although the Passover Lamb had been slain and its blood had been shed and sprinkled/applied, the firstborn protected, and Pharaoh had let them go they were not yet out of his territory, and he could still pursue them and threaten them with destruction. At the Red Sea Pharaoh was completely destroyed, they would see the Egyptians no more for ever, (except as dead on the sea shore), they were free from fear of Pharaoh, they were delivered out of his territory, slavery and death no longer threatened them. THEN they sang of SALVATION, Exodus 15, 2, “The Lord is my strength and my song, and HE has become my SALVATION”. The theme of their song was the victory over the <Red Sea>, and Pharaoh’s intentions, “what God had done”. 
To me, this passage through the <Red Sea>  speaks of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, it was not until the disciples saw the Risen Lord that they realised the value of <Calvary> and saw the VICTORY that Jesus had accomplished, He had triumphed over death. Satan (Pharaoh) and Death (the <Red Sea>) were defeated. Hebrews 2.14, “Since then the children share in  flesh and blood He (Jesus) Himself likewise also partook of the same that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives”. 
The Passover Lamb was eaten, its blood sprinkled on the door posts, the picture of “Christ our Passover being sacrificed for us”. The lamb was not of course resurrected, so the resurrection, victory over death, full deliverance is typified by the crossing of the <Red Sea>. The Cross and the Empty Tomb are inseparably linked, the one is powerless without the other, it was necessary for Christ to die and it was necessary for Him to rise from the dead. 

It was after the resurrection that the disciples saw and understood the purpose of Christ’s suffering (Luke 24.45 – 48), then they were set free from their fear and with great boldness even in <<Jerusalem>> they witnessed to the Resurrection. They were filled with joy. It is the physical resurrection of Jesus that declares that Jesus the son of David according to the flesh is the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of Holiness” (Romans 1.4). It was a strong wind (“ruwach”), the same word means Spirit, [Genesis 1.2]) that parted the <Red Sea>. “At the blast, (ruwach) of Thy nostrils, (indicating a passionate breathing) the waters were piled up”, Exodus 15, 8. It is the Spirit who gives life. 
When God had formed man of the dust of the earth, He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul”. Wind is an emblem of the Holy Spirit. Ezekiel 37,we have Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones brought to life, (v.9), “Prophecy to the breath, son of man, and say to the breath, thus says the Lord, come from the four winds O breath, (ruwach) and breathe on these slain that they come to life. The breath (ruwach) came into them and they came to life”. John 3.8, Jesus spoke of the new birth, the wind symbol of the Spirit giving life. Acts 2, the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was accompanied by the sound of a rushing might wind. John 20.22, Jesus, the Risen Lord breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. The wind, the Spirit speaks of new life. (Incidentally it was a wind that caused the waters to subside after the Flood [Genesis 8.1] and Noah and his family came out into a new life). 
So I see the Crossing of the <Red Sea> a way opened through death as a picture both of the Resurrection of Jesus and of our entrance into a new life, our resurrection, by the work of the Holy Spirit. 1 Peter 3.18,  “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the Spirit”. His resurrection was through the power of the Spirit. Christ’s resurrection is different from others who were raised from the dead, for they eventually died again, but Christ’s body was changed, no longer subject to weakness, ageing or death. It was a physical body, the disciples could touch Him, He took bread and broke it, (Luke 24.30), He could eat, (Luke 24.42), He cooked breakfast for the disciples on Galilee’s shore, (John 21.9) He breathed on His disciples (John 20.22). Yet He was changed, appearing in a room when all the doors were locked, and there was no way in. Others died after resurrection, but He is alive for ever.

Acts 2.24, Peter says, “God raised Him up again”, Paul in Galatians 1.1. “God the Father who raised Him for the dead”, and then we have Jesus saying in John 10. 17 and 18 that He lays down His life and He has power to lay it down and to take it again. In the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were working together. It was God who gave the instructions to Moses and who put the Egyptians in darkness, it was Moses who stretched his hand over the Sea, and it was the wind that parted the Sea. Then when the Israelites were all crossed over, Moses again at God’s instruction, stretched out his hand and the waters returned drowning the Egyptians. <<Israel>> entered into new life.

In Egypt the Israelites groaned, they had not sung for many years, but now they sang, Exodus 15.2, “The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; He is my God and I will praise Him”. The Lord must have made a wide path through the Sea for such a multitude (probably about two million people and their animals) to pass through. 
The blood sprinkled doorway was a narrow way, entrance one at a time, but having been saved through the narrow way, the way through the Red Sea was a broad way, and now all those who had been through the narrow blood sprinkled way had an abundant entrance into resurrection life. What a mighty miracle is the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, a great deliverance, now He, Jesus, has the keys of Death and Hades, and the gates of Hades will not prevail over the church, the way is wide open. Hades is the region of departed spirits, which previous to the resurrection and ascension of Jesus included the Old Testament saints, reference Luke 16. 19 – 31. The Lord has triumphed gloriously! Remember also that when the Lord returns the dead in Christ and the living believers will be raised and changed all together, a great multitude.

The Israelites began a new life, they entered into a new relationship with God, and they had a new revelation of the power of God. Pharaoh had said, to Moses, (Exodus 5.2) “Who is the Lord that that I should obey His voice?” Moses when the Lord called him at the Burning Bush said that <<Israel>> might say of the God of their fathers “What is His Name? And God told him to tell them I AM has sent me to you”. 
This salvation experience really began with the revelation that came to Moses. The Angel of the Lord appeared in a blazing bush that was burning yet was not burned up, He said “I am the God of your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”, He had heard the cry of the Israelites and had come down to deliver His people from the Egyptians and bring them into the land promised to Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 15.18). It was not a new or unknown god that spoke to Moses, the Lord (Yahweh) had already revealed Himself to Abraham, (Genesis 12 and15), but now to Moses came the revelation that the God of history is Living, Active, a faithful covenant keeping God. He is a God who owned His people <<Israel>>. 
The name I AM, Yahweh comes from the Hebrew verb “to be”, actually it is spelt YHWH known as the “Tetragrammaton” (four letter word), the vowels “A” and “E” come from Adonai and Elohim which are other names of God. In Scripture a name is often associated with the nature of character and work, God is the GREAT I AM. Yahweh is a personal name, the name of a Person, a Divine Person, with personality that brings Him into relationship with human personalities. 
SALVATION begins with a revelation of God, His character, (holy) His nature (love), His being (eternal, almighty), His purposes and desire (to save). This revelation we have in Jesus, we can read in the first chapter of John’s Gospel the description of Jesus the Word of God, and in verse 18, says “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten (Son) God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained (revealed) Him”. (See also Hebrews chapter 1).

Having safely crossed through the <Red Sea> seen the enemy destroyed, experienced salvation, the Israelites sang (Exodus 15.11) “Who is like Thee among the gods, O Lord? Who is like Thee majestic in holiness, awesome in praises, working wonders?” God had said, “Against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements”, and He had, for all the plagues struck at the gods that the Egyptians worshipped, and Pharaoh himself who was regarded as a god was struck, so they rightly sang, “Who is like Thee among the gods?”. (See Isaiah 40 for a wonderful description of the Almighty, Incomparable God). 
Through the cross and resurrection we see in our salvation that the “ruler of this world (Satan) and all the powers of darkness and death were defeated. Jesus has been given a Name which is above every name that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord. There is NO ONE like Jesus. He is exalted far above all rule and authority, and power and dominion and every name that is named not only in this age but also in the one to come. All things are put in subjection under His feet. He is Head over all things. He is the incomparable Christ, He has first place in everything. (See Colossians 1.13 – 20 for further description of the Incomparable Christ). 
Salvation reveals the supremacy of Jesus. Revelation 5.9, the Four Living Creatures and the 24 Elders sang a new song, to the Lamb, (Jesus), “Worthy art Thou to take the Book and to break its seals; for Thou wast slain and didst purchase to God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom of priests to our God; and they will reign on the earth”. Then all angels and every creature joined to give blessing, honour, glory and dominion to the Lamb forever and ever. Salvation exalts Jesus. HE IS LORD!

Salvation brings us into a new relationship with God; we are free from the law (power) of sin and death. We are free from condemnation. In Egypt, <<Israel>> could not offer sacrifices to God, they could not serve God. Salvation gives us freedom to worship and serve the Lord. Salvation brings the obligation not to “walk according to the ways of the flesh”, not to live “Egyptian” style, living by worldly standards, we are to be a holy people, separate from the world; we are not to have greedy desires for the “food of Egypt” (Numbers 11.4 – 5), that is, all ungodly behaviour, fleshly desires, we are to walk by the Spirit and not carry out the desire of the flesh, (see Galatians 5. 16 – 21). We certainly are not to worship the “gods of <<Egypt>>”, for example the golden calf. We turn from all immorality. 
Egypt is a type of the world, materialistic power, riches, the wisdom of this world (Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, Acts 7.22 and was mighty in words and deeds, but having fled from Egypt he learned a different wisdom in the wilderness, and before the Lord confessed that he was slow of speech and tongue, [Exodus 4.10].He chose rather to endure ill treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt [ Hebrews 11.25). <<Egypt>> is a type of the flesh, and the devil, <<Egypt>> with all its multitude of gods and its despotic king persecuting God’s people. Israel did not take over Egypt, (which Pharaoh and the Egyptians feared they might do, Exodus 1. 9). 
We are called out of the world, not to take over the world, Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, disciples are not called to fight,(John 18.36). The “Kingdom Now” teaching that speaks of taking over the world, and handing a perfect, peaceful world to Jesus, (Amillennial or Postmillennial teaching) is serious error, totally unscriptural. Salvation frees us from the dominion of sin, the <<territory> of <Satan>>. We are to be separate from <<Egypt>>.  (See, Isaiah 30 and 31 the warning to <<Judah>> not to seek help in <<Egypt>>). Exodus 13.17, God deliberately led <<Israel>> round by the <Red Sea>, “lest the people change their minds when they see war, and they return to <<Egypt>>”. God was angry with <<Israel>> when they grumbled and craved for the fish, cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, garlic of <<Egypt>> and despised the God provided manna, (Numbers 11.4 – 10). Psalm 106.14/15 commenting on this says that God sent them a wasting disease, or leanness into their souls. How many Christians have leanness of soul through craving after worldly pleasures, lusts of the flesh? 

Salvation is not only cleansing from sin, it is a resurrection experience. We were dead in our trespasses and sins in which we formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air (Satan, the god of this world) the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience (sons of Adam who disobeyed God). But God being rich in mercy because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ, (Ephesians 2). The power that raised Christ from the dead has raised us from the death of sin. We were spiritually dead in the tomb of corruption, bound hand and foot like Lazarus (John11.44), but He, who is the Resurrection and the Life, spoke the word of life and power, lifted us up and out, now we are freed from the binding grave clothes to walk in new life, resurrected in Christ to good works. We sit with Jesus at the “supper table” as Lazarus did, (John 12.2), we are seated with Christ in the heavenly places, (Ephesians 2.6). Salvation is resurrection.

Salvation causes the enemies to tremble. Exodus 15.14, “The peoples have heard, they tremble”. Philistines, <<Edom>>, <<Moab>>, and <Canaan>, all are filled with fear. The story of the crossing of the red Sea was remembered in Jericho forty years (a generation) later and still caused the inhabitant of Jericho to melt away, and become demoralised, (Joshua 2.9). 
The story of the resurrection is still powerful today, many generations later, for its effect changes lives. It would seem that the story of the <Red Sea> crossing was the reason Rahab put her trust in God and helped the two spies to escape. Hebrews 11.31, “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies”. Had she believed in the Lord before the spies came to her house, and was this why the spies were led to go to her house? She had heard and believed the message of salvation. Rahab, her name can mean “proud” or “to make room”. She was not too proud to humble herself and side with <<Israel>>, because she trusted the God of Israel, and she made room for the servants of God, making room in her heart and life for the Lord.
 So also today, although there are the majority, like the people of <<Jericho>>, who tremble but refuse to humble themselves and repent and put their trust in God, there are those who like Rahab trust in the message of salvation prove their faith by their works and they will not perish. The Lord knows how to deliver those who trust in Him. Enemies try to deny  the resurrection for to admit it would necessitate confessing Jesus as Lord, and so they reject the message of salvation. Why are Christians persecuted? Partly because of fear, hatred of the Gospel, hatred of that which is pure and holy by those who persecute, and because it shows up their sinfulness and enemies of the Gospel are afraid of its effect, unwilling to change their life style. (Islam denies the death and resurrection of Jesus although agreeing He is a prophet). 
Fearlessly the Apostles proclaimed the message of the resurrection, and the enemies of Christ were greatly troubled and disturbed by the preaching of the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 4.2). THE MIRACLE of Salvation is a powerful witness to the reality of the Truth of the Gospel. In the same way that the priests and rulers could say nothing when the undeniably healed lame man stood before them (Acts 4.14) but even then still tried to silence the preaching of the resurrection by the Apostles. A changed life and personal testimony of salvation is undeniable evidence of the Truth of the Gospel. It is not lack of evidence that prevents men believing the Gospel but stubbornness of will, salvation is a matter of surrendered will. 

Exodus, the crossing of the Red Sea, salvation was the turning and decisive point in the History of Israel, continually remembered through all their history, continually referred to by Psalmist and prophet, and commemorated even to this day by the Feast of the Passover. It is however surpassed by the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, for then and there the greatest work of Salvation was accomplished, and that is the separation and decisive point of all History. Salvation is also the separation point, the watershed in our personal lives, in our experience it is the division B.C. before we knew, loved and served Christ, and A.D (the year of our Lord), the time when we began to love and serve the Lord, Jesus Christ.

SALVATION, the miraculous crossing of the <Red Sea> gave them assurance that God would bring them into the Promised Land, HIS Land. Exodus 15.17, “Thou wilt bring them in and plant them in the mountain of Thine inheritance, The place O Lord which Thou has made for Thy dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord which Thy hands have established. The Lord shall reign for ever”. The Lord which had begun a good work would complete it; they had been brought out that they might be brought in. 
OUR salvation gives us the assurance that WE shall enter into heaven, the dwelling place of God, and that Jesus will reign for ever and ever. Sadly, when the Israelites reached the borders of <Canaan> (Numbers 13 and 14) the bad report of ten of the spies sent to survey the Promised Land robbed them of their confidence to go in and possess the Land, only Joshua and Caleb spoke confidently that the Lord would bring them in. 
We must hold fast to our confidence, (Hebrews 3.6 and 14). Hebrews 10. 35, “Therefore do not throw away your confidence which has a great reward”. We rejoice in Him, “who is able to keep you from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority before all time and now and for ever, Amen”.(Jude 24 – 25). Our confidence is in the Lord, “that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ”, (Philippians 1.6). 
We embrace the promises of God, (Hebrews 11.13); we welcome them and hold them tightly, lovingly to us. Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, (Romans 8.38 – 39). We are fully persuaded, convinced in heart and mind and spirit, but the ground of our assurance is not in our feelings but in the sure promises of God. We are certain that the Gospel is true, and that the promises of God will be fulfilled, and the evidence of salvation in our experience confirms our certainty. 
The Word of God, the witness of the Holy Spirit with our spirit (Romans 8.16) and the personal experience of the grace of God all combine to give us full assurance that we shall enter the Promised Land, into heaven to be with the Lord for ever. Those who die in Christ, and those who are alive at Christ’s coming will together be raised and caught up to be with the Lord for ever, (1 Thessalonians 4.13 – 18). Hallelujah!! We should continually affirm and boldly declare our confidence in the Lord, “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? (Psalm 27.1). Like the Israelites, it should be for us a theme of Praise.    

Exodus 15.1, says that Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song, but verse 20, says that Miriam (who must have been about 90 years old) took a timbrel and all the women went out with timbrels and dancing and sang, “Sing to the Lord for He is highly exalted; the horse and his rider He has hurled into the sea”. It was all the congregation of <<Israel>>. Miriam is of course the Hebrew for Mary, and in Luke 1. 46 – 55, we have her singing/saying that her soul exalts the Lord, and her spirit rejoices in God her Saviour, telling out the greatness of the Lord, all these were songs of Salvation. 
We also can join in their song and the song of Isaiah, (Isaiah 12), Behold God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid, for the Lord is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation”. SALVATION brings joy, a real deep lasting joy, so that we can rejoice in the Lord at all times, even in times of trial, trouble and persecution, for the wells or springs of salvation never run dry. 
Revelation 15.2 -4, describes a scene in heaven where the victorious sing the song of Moses the bond servant of God and the song of the Lamb. “Great and marvellous are Thy works, O Lord God the Almighty, righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou King of the nations. Who will not fear, O Lord and glorify Thy Name? For Thou alone art holy; for all the nations will come and worship before Thee, for Thy righteous acts have been revealed”. The righteousness of God is revealed by the Gospel of salvation, (Romans 1, 16 -17) and that is further explained in Romans 3.21 – 26, and His righteous judgements are declared in Revelation 16.5 – 7, and 19.2. 
SALVATION is a righteous act of God.  How could a righteous holy God, pardon and forgive the guilty sinner? Romans 8.3, “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit”. He who was without sin took the likeness of sinful flesh, being made in the likeness of men, He condemned sin, (katakrino), passed judgement/sentence on sin in the flesh. 
Jesus partaking of human nature, (though Himself sinless) becoming an offering for sin, died under the judgement that was due to us for our sin. He died not only for our sins committed, but to free us from our sinful nature, He condemned “sin in the flesh”, so that the righteous demands of God’s Law can be fulfilled in us who do not walk in the way of sinful flesh, but live in the power of the Spirit. The Gospel of salvation is the answer to sins, and to sin, sins committed and the sinful nature. “Our old self was crucified with Him that our body (physical nature) might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin” Romans 6.6. “If we have died with Christ, we believe we shall also live with Him” Romans 6.8. Christ has totally dealt with the sin problem, we have full salvation. 
Salvation provides us with the power of the Spirit, life giving power, to live lives of practical righteousness; living in the power of the Spirit we shall not fulfil the desires of the flesh. This is Paul’s theme in Romans 8.1 – 14. In salvation God is not condoning/overlooking sin but condemning sin, for it is Jesus, God’s Son who bears our condemnation and He calls us to repentance and to trust in the finished work of Christ. 
Paul preached to the men of <<Athens>> Acts 17.31, “God has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead”. We can apply the words of the Psalmist, Psalm 85. 9 to the Cross and our experience, “Surely His salvation is near to those that fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land. Loving-kindness and Truth have met together; Righteousness and Peace have kissed each other. Truth springs from the earth and righteousness looks down from heaven”. There is no unrighteousness with God, Salvation is a righteous act.

There is no injustice with God. Paul writes of this in Romans 9 where he refers to the Pharaoh of the Exodus. Romans 9.17, God says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth”. If we look back to Exodus 9, 13 - 17 we see the context of this verse and its meaning, God is saying, I could have already struck you and your people down with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth, “But indeed for this cause I have allowed you to remain, in order to show my power and in order to proclaim my name through all the earth”, God had tolerated the stubborn refusal of Pharaoh to let Israel go, to demonstrate His power, but still Pharaoh exalted himself against God’s people by not letting them go. 
And so we read in Romans 9.22. “What if God although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory”. We have the same thought expressed in 2 Peter 3. where the Apostle speaks of the mockers who will say, “Where is the promise of His coming?” Peter says, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. But as for Pharaoh the day of judgement came so the Day of the Lord will come. Then because we know the coming of judgement, Peter urges us to diligent to be found in Him in peace, spotless and blameless, and to regard the patience of the Lord to be our salvation.  God patiently endures the wickedness of men, giving opportunity for repentance, for salvation.

SALVATION is by grace through faith. The scriptures make it very clear that we are not saved by works. Salvation originates with the grace of God, it is God who has planned and provided the way of salvation. The Greek word for grace  is “charis”. Salvation is an act of Divine favour offered to unworthy, undeserving mankind; it is an act of kindness, generosity, love, mercy. 
Grace is like a river flowing from the loving heart of God, it transforms the desert wastes of human nature into fruitful fields. Grace is truly amazing. Grace is the inspiration and encouragement of faith, grace gives reason for faith, because God is gracious and has demonstrated His grace we put our trust in Him. Grace bestows favour we do not deserve, and grants that to which we have no rights or claims. John 1.14 describes Jesus as being full of grace and truth, for in Him the grace of God is revealed, and v16, says, “For of His fullness we have all received and grace upon grace”. Grace brought salvation down to man. Titus 2.11, “For the grace of God has appeared to all men, bringing salvation”.  Ephesians 1.7, “In Him (Christ) we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us”. The riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience are to lead us to repentance, but stubbornness and unrepentance of heart store up wrath, (Romans 2.4). 
Meditate on the riches of His grace, what dazzling splendour, what beauty, and the mind is enlightened, the heart is warmed, the spirit rejoices, faith leaps to obey, hope sparkles brilliantly, love is lost in wonder as we worship the Lord of grace and glory. Grace is written by the blood of Christ shed for us on the cross. Grace invites us into the presence of God. O the riches of God’s grace, what depths, and length, and height and width and inestimable value of this eternal treasure. Who is a God like our God so rich in grace who freely pardons our sins? Bless the Lord O my soul and all that is within me bless His holy Name. Salvation is by the grace of God. Amazing grace that saved a sinner like me, 
Paul wrote, Romans 6.20, “Where sin increased grace abounded all the more, that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”. We are debtors to God’s grace; we are saved by grace alone. The measure of the riches of God’s grace is shown by the price paid for our salvation. Salvation was costly, a price incomprehensible, greater than we can imagine. The breadth, length, height and depth of the love of Christ surpass knowledge; it is beyond the horizon of our vision. The Apostle Paul spoke to the elders of the church at <<Ephesus>> of the <<church> of <God>> which He purchased with His own blood (Acts 20.28). 
The Apostle Peter writes that we are not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold, “but with precious blood as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1.19). The word “unblemished” is “without blame”, and the word “spotless”, is without stain and together they signify Christ’s inward and outward moral perfection. So this indicates the value of the blood, exceedingly precious. Again in Revelation 5.9, the four Living Creatures and the Elders before the throne of God sang a new song concerning the Lamb, “Worthy art Thou to take the Book and to break the seals. For Thou wast slain and didst purchase for God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation”. Christ died for us, and we are justified by His blood, (Romans 5.9). 
The cost of our salvation, the precious blood of the Son of God, shows the awfulness, the power of sin, that it took so much to pay the price, to set us free from its power and guilt. When we look at the Cross we can no longer regard sin lightly, as if it was only a trivial thing, something of little consequences. At the Cross sin is shown as deepest blackest darkness, but also the light of the wondrous love of God shines brilliantly. Praise God the darkness did not overcome the light, but light triumphed over darkness. May we never forget the cost of our salvation.  

Salvation calls us to holy living. 1 Corinthian 6.20, “For you have been bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body”. Paul has been writing about immoral behaviour, adultery and fornication, but as believers our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, we belong to God, we are not our own. 1 Peter 2.9, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a Holy Nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the Excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvellous light”. Titus 2.11, “For the grace of God has appeared bringing SALVATION to all men, INSTRUCTING us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously, and godly in this present world”. 
The purpose of salvation is to produce godly men and women, a holy people, separate from the world, no longer conformed to the ways of the world, but transformed. We are not to walk according to the ways of the flesh, but  according to the Spirit, and the Spirit is Holy. “We should be holy and blameless before Him in love, (Ephesians 1.4). We are to be filled with the fruits of righteousness which comes through  Jesus Christ to the praise and glory of God. (Philippians 1.11). We are not to continue in sin, we are to walk in newness of life. “No one who is born of God practices sin. By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious, anyone who does not practice righteousness  is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 
Throughout the New Testament there is the call to holy living. Philippians 2.12, “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling”. This verse of course is not to be treated in isolation but in the context of the whole epistle. Although there are no major divisions or serious errors, or grievous acts of immorality at <Philippi>, like the Corinthian church, as we read the epistle we can see that there is not full harmony, not oneness of mind. In chapter one, Paul urges them to stand firm, in one spirit, with one mind (soul) striving together for the faith of the Gospel, (Philippians 1.27). In fact in chapter 4.2, he names two, Euodia and Syntche and urges them to live in harmony, to be of the same mind. This leads us back to chapter 2.2. Paul says “Make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose”. He speaks of not being conceited, selfish, but with humility of mind regarding others as more important than one’s self, not seeking personal interests, but concerned for the interests of others. Then he makes the important statement in verse 5,”Let this mind be in you (Have this attitude among you) which was also in Christ Jesus”. 
And then he goes on to describe the amazing self humbling of Christ, even to death on the cross. Then, he says, work out, “katergazomai”, which means, “achieve by toil” your salvation. Working out salvation is going the way of humility, willing to suffer for the sake of others, being of one mind, spirit, intent, purpose with fellow believers, “being Christ like”. It is recognising that “it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to do His good pleasure” 
Have no grumbles or disputes, this will prove that you are blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. You will shine like stars. Remember Jesus said, Matthew 5.16, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in Heaven” Sadly, the World can too often justly find fault with the church, we shall suffer persecution as Christians, and should not be ashamed of that, but we must not suffer as an evildoer, Judgement begins at the House of God, 1Peter, 4.15 – 17. 
Working out salvation is being Christlike; it is letting the light of Christ shine through us, it is maintaining unity in the church, it is doing all things for the glory of God. Hebrews 6.9, “We are convinced of better things concerning you and things that accompany salvation. The word is “echo” salvation, belong to salvation. In English the word “echo” means sound reflected back off a surface, or close imitation. Salvation is to be like a sound reflected back from heaven, we are to be in tune with heaven a reflection of heavenly music. Being filled with the Spirit, “we speak to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with our heart to the Lord, always giving thanks for all things in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God even the Father, and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ” (Ephesians 5.19). These things that accompany salvation are work and love shown to God’s Name in ministering to the saints, the believers. 
We should look for a moment at this chapter in Hebrews that speaks of things that accompany salvation. Read Hebrews chapter 6. The whole theme of the Epistle is the superiority of Christ and the Gospel to the covenants, priesthood, sacrifices, ritual and ceremony of the Old Testament Law of Moses. For a Jew to leave Judaism and become a Christian could very likely mean disownment by the family, exclusion from the community, possibly loss of employment, mockery, torture even martyrdom. Some would look on the simplicity of Christian worship compared with the elaborate ritual, ceremony of the <<Temple>> worship and be tempted to return to the splendour of the <<Temple>>, or at least to add it to Christian worship. (We know that some Jews wanted to insist on Gentiles being circumcised). 
The Epistle is a warning against turning back to “the Law”, the worship of the <<Temple>>. (Of course the destruction by the Romans of the <<Temple>> in A.D.70, put and end to <<Temple> <worship.>> And a new form of Judaism took its place, but still holding to legalism). Things that accompany salvation are not the rituals, priesthood, sacrifices, and ceremonies of the Law. Hebrews 13 gives good guidance of things that accompany salvation. However, false religions under the guise of Christianity do add ritual, sacraments, penances, priesthood, offering of incense, sacrifice of the mass, superstitions, relics, myths and legends, deceptive miracles, and all such things are an abomination.

Salvation brings reconciliation and fellowship, Jew and Gentile are made one (Ephesians 2. 11 – 17), all racial barriers are done away with in Christ Jesus, we all have access in One Spirit to the Father, we are fellow citizens of the saints, we are God’s household. It is only the Gospel, the work of salvation that beaks down all racial barriers and prejudices. And there is plenty of evidence that it truly works. Salvation reconciles us to God, “God who reconciled us to Himself through Christ”, and not only that He gives us the ministry of reconciliation, “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not counting their trespasses against them” 2 Corinthians5 19. 
Now we are to be His ambassadors calling men to be reconciled to God. The cross breaks our enmity against God, we love Him because he first loved us, how can we help but love Him when He has loved us so much and died for our salvation. Salvation causes and enables us to keep the first and second commandment, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with your entire mind, and you shall love our neighbour as yourself”, the words of Jesus, (Matthew 22. 37 – 38). Love is the evidence of salvation, (1 John 4,7 – 21). 

Salvation  includes  the Gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwells within us. Acts 2.38, “Peter said, Repent and let each of you be baptised in the Name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. Acts 2 is the story of the Day of Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the disciples, even as the Risen Jesus had promised them, “You shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 1.5). With the gift of the Holy Spirit was the promise that they would receive power to be His witnesses even to the remotest part of the earth. When the Holy Spirit came there was a sound of a violent rushing wind from heaven, tongues as of fire that rested on each of them, and being filled with the Holy Spirit they began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them ability to speak. The crowd that gathered witnessing these things asked what it meant. 
Peter’s reply was that, Jesus who they had crucified had been raised by God, is now alive ascended to the throne of God and He had poured out the Holy Spirit on them, just as the Old Testament prophet Joel had prophesied, that in the last days God would pour out His Spirit. Peter declared that if they would repent, be baptised in the Name of Jesus they also would receive the gift, the promised Holy Spirit. 
On that day 3000 received Peter’s word, were baptised and added to the believers. We do not read that all this 3000 began to speak in tongues, but we can be sure that according to the promise they received the gift of the Holy Spirit. However there are other occasions in the Acts where believers received the Holy Spirit with supernatural signs, Acts 8.17 – 18, Acts 10.44 – 46, Acts 19.6. We also know that the Spirit operated in the Corinthian church, with supernatural signs, 1 Corinthians 12 and 14, (the Corinthians had to be corrected against misuse of the spiritual gifts).

Ephesians 1.13, “In Him, you also after listening to the message of truth, the Gospel of your SALVATION – having also believed you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise.” Notice, it is not that we are sealed BY the Holy Spirit, not an action by the Holy Spirit, but sealed WITH the Holy Spirit, again described as “the promise”. It is the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that is the seal. The seal in ancient times guaranteed that the contents of a sack, or the material itself was genuine, not a fake, counterfeit or imitation, that it was full legal measure, security of delivery was assured, no interference or interception would be allowed, (privacy of information was secure). The Holy Spirit is all of these guarantees. Ephesians 4.30, warns us against grieving “the Holy Spirit of God by whom you have been sealed for the day of redemption”. The great ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Jesus, so anything that we might do that does not glorify Jesus is grieving to the Holy Spirit. We have the witness of the Spirit that we are the children of God, (Romans 8.16).

Salvation promises the indwelling presence of The Holy Spirit, the gift of the Holy Spirit. Our body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 1 Corinthians 6.19. What an amazing salvation!! “Do you not know that you are a temple (sanctuary) of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” 1 Corinthians 3.16. Jesus said, that the Spirit, “will be in you” John 14.17.

The evidence of His presence will be the “Fruit of the Spirit”, Galatians 5.22, and can also be manifested in supernatural “gifts of the Spirit”. The New Testament repeatedly calls for holiness of living. Holy things must not be used for unholy purposes. Holiness is not a compartment of life, but the whole of life. The “outer edges” of life, the courtyards of the temple as well as the inner secrets of the heart are to be holy. The body is the Lord’s; we are to glorify God in our bodies. We are to present our bodies a living and holy sacrifice acceptable to God, our spiritual service of worship, (Romans 12.1) 
Paul prayed, (1 Thessalonians 5.23), “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserve complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He who calls you and He also will bring it to pass”. Salvation is for spirit soul and body and sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit. “God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. And for it was for this He called you through our Gospel that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ”, (2 Thessalonians 2.13 – 14). Salvation is for sanctification by the Spirit to show forth the glory of Jesus. The Church is a <<Holy> <Temple>> in the Lord, “in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of GOD in the SPIRIT”, (Ephesians 2.22). SALVATION brings us the indwelling presence of God the Holy Spirit. 

We also need to notice that SALVATION is a self humbling experience; there must be no self exaltation. The message of salvation cancels all modern “Christian?” psychology which supports a doctrine popularised by many today that teaches, self-love, self-esteem, self worth, self image, self prosperity and talks of personal acceptance as being necessary for health. No prescription of self esteem will ever cure man’s ills. People are taught, love yourself, accept yourself, be true to your self, forgive yourself, believe in your self, whereas Salvation shows us as guilty vile sinners, helpless, naked, blind, hopeless, and dead, we have nothing to bring. Even all our “righteousness” is as a filthy garment, we have all become unclean, polluted, and corrupt, and we wither like a leaf, (Isaiah 64.6). “There is none righteous, not even one” (Romans 3.10). “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is in my flesh”, (Romans 7.18). 
Realising his complete helpless, the Apostle Paul exclaims, “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from this body of death?”  This “wretched man” illustrates our fallen sinful nature. I have heard that a terrible punishment sometimes given was that the dead decaying body of a man was strapped to a prisoner, and Paul expresses the feeling of a decomposing body roped to his back from which he could not free himself. How glad we are that Paul could say, “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord”. There is deliverance!!! It is Christ who sets us free, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. All earthly honours are but rubbish compared with the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Self must be crucified that the life of Jesus may rule in our hearts and lives. “Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5.24). We must take up our cross daily to follow Jesus. 
SALVATION shows us as we really are, so pride is destroyed, and boasting, vain glorying is abolished. The Apostle Paul warns that in the last days difficult/perilous times will come, and one of these difficulties will involve men being “lovers of self”, (2 Timothy 3.2). Modern psychology talks of the need for self love, self esteem, and this humanistic teaching is advocated by “Christian?” psychologists, in the form of “Positive thinking”, “Possibility thinking”, that man has within himself the possibility of solving problems, that there is “good within”. But there is nothing “good within” into which man can tap to find the answers, or the solution to personal problems. Beware of any doctrine that points to self, that emphasises self worth, self assertiveness. 
SALVATION in every sense is from without; problems are not solved by looking within, looking into the past for inherited curses, blaming past experiences, parental influence, seeking out hidden wounds, blaming others behaviour, or alternatively seeking “secret hidden strengths within”. Any treatment that seeks help or strength within “self” is useless, powerless because there is nothing good within, it would make us self dependant instead of Christ dependant. There is help, salvation from the Lord, He is mighty to save, He deals with the root of the problems, not the branches, He deals with the corrupt and sinful nature, and He banishes fears and gives peace, all the disturbances and anxieties of human nature are quietened by His command. “He gives strength to the weary, and to him that lacks might He increases power. Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait on the Lord will gain new strength, they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary”, Isaiah 40.29 – 31. 
SALVATION is from the Lord. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding shall guard your minds in Christ Jesus”, Philippians 4.6. The secret of strength is trust and obedience to the Lord. Our confidence is in the Lord the God of our salvation.

Low self esteem is not so much having a low valuation or opinion of self, as of having a wrong valuation of others. We are to esteem each other better than ourselves, but we are not to set others as objects of admiration and “worship”. We may look on others as encouraging or challenging examples; these are to build up our faith and commitment not to cause us despair and self depreciation.  “The foot is NOT to say, because I am not a hand I am not part of the Body” (1 Corinthians 12.15 - 27). There are many members but one body, and the “weaker and less honourable” are necessary. 
Salvation rightly values all men as equal. The same price was paid for each of us. In the Old Testament (Exodus 30.11 – 16) the Law regarding the taking of a census of the men of <<Israel>>, everyone over the age of twenty had to pay a ransom for himself, the fixed sum was half a silver shekel. The rich were not to pay more and the poor were not to pay less, it was to make atonement for themselves so that there should be no plague amongst them. All were equal. (Possibly this was one of the reasons, the failure to take the redemption money why the Lord struck <<Israel>> with plague when King David wrongly took a census of the people, 2 Samuel 24). 

 Again I want to say beware of the doctrine of “self love”, self promotion, and all other things listed by Paul in 2 Timothy 3. 1 - 5, concerning the last days. Be on guard against whoever teaches anything that promotes self. (We must never say because some “famous name/ successful person” says so, it must be right, neither must we judge things by the “feel good factor” [it makes me feel good], the truth is, what does the Bible say). “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life is not from the Father but is from the world” 1 John 2.16. “God is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble” James 4.6. 
SALVATION leads to humility. Salvation cancels the past, heals the wounds, and values the present. Salvation is the “gold standard” of valuation of us all. Salvation is a true non-distorting mirror, it neither flatters nor mocks, but it shows reality, the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

Pride is destructive of all relationships with God and man. Jesus humbled Himself by becoming obedient unto death, even the death on a cross, to bring us salvation, can we therefore find it hard to bow the knee, and confess that Jesus is Lord? The way of the cross, the way of salvation is for us humbling, but it is nothing compared with the self humbling of He who existed in the form of God, the Word who was with God, and the Word who was God, in the beginning with God and by whom all things were created. At the Cross my pride is blown away as worthless dust and with grateful humility and with deep sorrow I confess my sin and unworthiness, and accepting His grace and mercy I receive salvation. Jesus took the way of self humbling to provide salvation; we also must take the way of self humbling to receive salvation. 
Pride is one of the biggest barriers that prevent men receiving salvation.  Remember what Jesus taught about the Pharisee and Publican that went up to the Temple to pray, (Luke 18.9 – 14), the Pharisee boasted of his good works and “righteousness”, but the Publican unwilling to lift his eyes stood afar off, beating his breast saying, “God be merciful to me the sinner”. The Publican was the one who went home forgiven, justified. And to emphasise the necessity of humility the next incident recorded by Luke (18. 15 – 17) is of little children being brought to Jesus and the disciples turning them away, Jesus rebuked His disciples, and declared “whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it”. Salvation, entrance to the kingdom is by a self humbling way, repentance is humbling. “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble, (James 4.6, and 1 Peter 5.5). The Lord who dwells on high and in a holy place also dwells with those of contrite and humble spirit, (Isaiah 57.15). “But to this one will I look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at my Word” (Isaiah 66.2). Humility must be genuine.

Throughout the Old Testament, we read that salvation belongs to the Lord, or that the Lord is, or has become salvation, a continual acknowledgement that God alone is Saviour, “Salvation belongs to the Lord” (Psalm 3.8). “I even I am the Lord, and there is no Saviour besides Me” (Isaiah 43.11). Another Old Testament illustration of salvation is the story of Jonah, for Jonah in the belly of the great fish, exclaims in praise, “Salvation is from the Lord”, (Jonah 2.9).When we consider Jonah we are usually criticising and blaming him for his disobedience, running away to Tarshish instead of going to Nineveh to preach a message of warning as God had commanded him, and for his bitterness of spirit when God spared Nineveh when the Ninevites repented. 
Jesus referred to Jonah twice, Matthew 12.39 – 41 and Matthew 16.4, but not in criticism or condemnation of Jonah. He spoke of Jonah being in the belly of a great fish for three days and nights as being a sign of His death and resurrection, and the men of <<Nineveh>> would condemn the people of Christ’s day, because they repented at Jonah’s preaching, whereas those who heard Jesus were rejecting Him who is much greater than Jonah. In our hurry to condemn Jonah we miss the fact that Jonah was a man of great faith, and that he was saved by grace through faith. Jonah’s prayer from the stomach of the fish was not a petition but a prayer of praise and thanksgiving that God had delivered him from drowning. It was that God had answered his prayer, “I called out of my distress to the Lord and He answered me”. Jonah describes his terrifying experience of sinking below the stormy waves, but in his great danger and distress Jonah declared that he would look toward the holy temple (v4). 
We need to look to 1Kings 8 and 9 (or 2 Chronicles 6 and 7), there we read of Solomon’s prayer at the Dedication of the Temple, basically, or to summarise, Solomon prayed that whenever anyone was in trouble for any reason if they looked toward the Temple, repented and sought forgiveness and deliverance God would hear forgive and rescue. 
The <<Temple>> being the place where sacrifices were offered to God for sin, forgiveness and restoration, and on the grounds of those sacrifices God would hear and save. God accepted Solomon’s prayer and promised that He would deliver. (It was because of this promise concerning looking toward <<Jerusalem>> that the prophet Daniel opened his windows and prayed towards <<Jerusalem>> although the King Darius had ordered that no-one should pray to any man or god except the king himself, Daniel 6). 
Jonah praised and thanked God that when he was fainting away, at his last breath, “I remembered the Lord, and my prayer came to Thee, into Thy holy temple” Jonah 2.7. In contrast remembering how the sailors on the ship were calling on their gods in vain (Jonah 1.5), Jonah said, “They that regard vain idols, forsake their faithfulness”. “SALVATION is from the Lord”. Of course today we do not look towards any earthly temple (as the Muslims pray towards <<Mecca>>) and we do not make pilgrimages to any earthly temple (as the Hindus and others do). The Jewish Temple was destroyed by the Romans in A.D.70, (as Jesus foretold, Matthew 24.2). We pray in the Name of Jesus, we look to Him who is the True Living Temple, John 2.21. 
Being swallowed by the great fish was an act of preservation, salvation, his life was saved. The Lord had appointed, prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. (Thinking of the death and resurrection of Jesus, He had spoken of Jonah being a sign of His death and resurrection, I remember how a Tomb was prepared for His burial, a new tomb in which no-one had previously been buried, so Jesus was preserved from being made ceremonially unclean by contact with dead bones, and no credit could be given to another for His resurrection. See the story in 2 Kings 13.20 -21, where a dead man was brought to life by contact with the dead bones of the prophet Elisha. 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus rescued the body of Jesus from being thrown on the rubbish dump {the usual treatment for a crucified criminal} and buried it reverently in the tomb. This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 53.9, that though His body was assigned to the grave of wicked men, He “was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth” (Isaiah 53.9). And this of course made the evidence of the resurrection clear and convincing).

Jonah was swallowed by the fish the Lord had prepared, the right size, the right place and the right time, the exact moment Jonah was thrown overboard in to the sea! God’s timing is perfect. Jonah had learned the folly and sin of his disobedience that it is futile to rebel against God, and he discovered the grace of God, the amazing care and love of God, and the faithfulness of God. Jonah was saved by grace through faith, his trust in the promise of God in the most extreme of circumstances. What a man of faith to be praising God in the stomach of a fish!! 
SALVATION is from the Lord. The Lord could save even in those circumstances!!  God delivered <<Israel>> by making a way through the <Red Sea>; He saved Jonah in the sea by a great fish, and the fish vomited Jonah on to dry land. Though with spiritual significance they were physical deliverances, how very much greater is our salvation. If Jonah could praise God while in the belly of the fish, surely we ought to praise God in every circumstance. “Salvation is from the Lord”, when Jonah came to that acknowledgement of God’s sovereignty, and promised obedience, “I will sacrifice to Thee with the voice of thanksgiving that which I have vowed I will pay”, THEN the Lord commanded the fish and it vomited Jonah on to dry land. 
SALVATION does involve confessing and accepting Jesus as LORD. “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as LORD, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses resulting in salvation” (Romans 10.9 – 10). Whoever will call on the Name of the LORD will be saved. Jesus Christ is the  Lord, “At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow of those who are in heaven, and on earth and under the earth, and that  every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”, (Philippians 2.10 -11). 
We accept the Person, the Lordship of Jesus and the Work of Jesus, His death and resurrection for salvation. If He is not Lord He cannot save, it is only the LORD Jesus who has power to save, only He was good enough, strong enough, “valuable “ enough to crush the serpent’s (Satan) head. And it would be as Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised your faith is worthless, you are still in your sins”, (1 Corinthians 15. 17). But Christ has been raised from the dead, HE is RISEN, HE is LORD.  Hallelujah!! Salvation is from the Lord! Jonah went to <<Nineveh>> as the Lord had told him, preached the warning message of God’s judgement and the people of <<Nineveh>> repented. Jesus said, now that He was risen from the dead and all authority was His, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always even to the end of the age”, Matthew 28.19. Are we now as obedient as Jonah was?

SALVATION highly values the Word of God. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God” , see Romans 10.13 – 17. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the Word of Truth”, 2 Timothy 2.15. He also wrote, “Preach the Word, be ready in season and out of season”, 2 Timothy 4.2.and reminded Timothy that from his childhood “you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to SALVATION through faith which is in Christ Jesus” 2 Timothy 3.15. 
The Word of God IS VALUABLE, for it gives wisdom that leads to salvation. Scripture is inspired by God, it is God breathed, it is the Word of Life. In it true wisdom is found, wisdom that leads to salvation. For its value and profitability we should study Psalm 119. Jesus said, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me that you may have life” (John 5.39 – 40). 
The Scriptures reveal Jesus. God has given us this wonderful book, the Bible, He has kept it preserved down through the centuries, although men have, and do try to destroy it, it endures and stands today. Men and women have given their lives for the sake of the Word of God, many have, and do labour to translate the Scriptures into every language knowing it is the Word that brings salvation. Some without a preacher have been saved simply by reading the Word of God, the Bible. James writes, “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the Word of Truth” (James 1.18). The Word of God is the means of showing us salvation, every new birth is founded and grounded in the Bible, “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is through the living and abiding Word of God, the Word of the Lord abides for ever, and this is the word which was preached to you as Good News” (1 Peter 1.23 – 25).  
Without the Scriptures we would not know the way of salvation, in fact we would not know we needed salvation, that salvation existed or was possible. It is the sword of the Spirit, “it is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joint and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4.12). The Word of salvation deals with the real needs of mankind, it speaks not only to the mind (thoughts), but to the heart and conscience and to the soul (emotions) and spirit of man. It brings more than intellectual knowledge, when believed and received it gives light and life to the spirit of man. Whatever our age, history, cultural, tradition, education, racial, temperament or any and all differences maybe, the Word of God is the message for all, and in God’s wisdom is suitable, applicable, universal and can be understood by all. 
Whatever method is used to preach the Gospel, the message of salvation has to come back to Jesus and the Word of God. There needs to be an openness of heart to receive the Word, and also there is the need for the enlightening work of the Holy Spirit, this, Jesus promised, John 16.8, the Holy Spirit will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness and judgement. It is the two-edged sword of the Spirit; we need the power of the Holy Spirit. We are to conform to the Word of God, not try to make it fit our ideas, theories or experience. God has expressed HIS thoughts HIS way in His Word. We do not give heed to fables, {a Gnostic error, i.e. that salvation is not deliverance from sin, but a form of self realisation}, (1Timothy 1.4, and 4.7, 2 Timothy 4.4, Titus 1.14, 2 Peter 1.16).

Timothy’s mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois had taught him the Scriptures, (2 Timothy 3.15), it is very important that we teach children the Word of God. Study the Word, preach the Word, Teach the Word, it gives the wisdom that leads to salvation.  Treasure the Word of God!! It is the Word of Salvation. It is the most important and greatest message of all time, more important than the words of any king, emperor, president, dictator, philosopher, scientist or any supposed man of power and learning. It has been accurately recorded, inspired by the Spirit of God. Because it is THE Word of God, THE message of salvation it is necessary that it is preached accurately, fearlessly, clearly, that the whole truth is proclaimed, heaven and hell, justice and mercy, life and death, grace and truth. 
Acts 20.26, the Apostle Paul could say, “I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men; for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God”. He then warns that there will be “savage wolves” that will come in speaking perverse things, so they must be on guard to shepherd God’s flock. This Word of Salvation must be fully proclaimed and the church must be guarded against false teachings. It is not a treasure to be hidden away, or reserved for a special elite few, it is to be widely distributed, and it is for the whole of the world, however it is to be treated as holy, with reverence and respect. It is not outdated by modern “science”, by man’s new discoveries, by the increase of knowledge; the need of mankind is the same today as at the beginning, and this message of salvation is relevant to every human heart. It is the key that fits the lock of every heart. Thanks to God for this word of SALVATION!!!

In the Gospels the word SALVATION is only spoken by Jesus twice; we will look at these two references. John 4.22, “For salvation is from the Jews”. These words are spoken by Jesus during His remarkable conversation with the Woman of Samaria. We need to look at the story and the background history of the Samaritans in order to get a good understanding of this statement by Jesus. Jesus with His disciples was walking from <<Jerusalem>> in the south back to <Galilee> in the north and the direct route was through <<Samaria>>, though most Jews avoided travelling through <<Samaria>>. 
In the New Testament there were two ways of measuring time, the Jewish way which would be measured from <six o’clock> in the morning making the sixth hour <noon>, and the Roman method which measured from <midnight>. John in contrast to the other Gospel writers seemed to have used Roman time, which would have made the time of this conversation at six o’clock in the evening, which would have been the time for the woman to draw water after work in the fields, and also would link up with the Samaritans asking Jesus to stay with them, (v.40). 
Jesus was alone for the disciples had gone into the town to buy food, and they seem to have taken with them any means of drawing water from a well. The scene is described; Jesus is weary with the journey and thirsty. The water in the well was near but was unreachable because the well was deep. Jesus never used His Divine powers to meet His personal needs, (see also the temptation in the wilderness to turn stones into bread to satisfy His hunger), He had laid aside His Divine powers, so He waited patiently until the Samaritan woman approached the well and humbly asked her for a drink. (In the stories of Pagan gods, they often used their “powers” for themselves).

The Samaritan woman mocked Jesus, “YOU a Jew asking me a Samaritan woman for a drink!!” It was known that the Jews despised the Samaritans as being unclean, there was hostility between them. The origin and history of the Samaritan people is found in 2 Kings 17. When the Northern tribes of Israel were taken away captive by the Assyrians, (God allowed this to happen because they had rebelled against Him and turned to worship heathen gods, and idolatry accompanied by terrible immorality), the King of Assyria brought people from heathen nations to replace the Israelites, people who worshipped idols. These people were attacked and many killed by lions, and so now these heathen people thought that they should somehow appease the “god of the land”. 
The King of Assyria sent an Israelite priest to teach them about the Lord, the God of Israel, and then the people still worshipping their own gods also worshipped the God of Israel. A mixture of religions that was unacceptable to God. The Samaritans became a mixed people of Israelites with the foreign nations with a mixed religion. Later they claimed to be the descendants of Jacob the father of the Israelites, and turned more to the worship of the God of Israel. When the southern tribe of Judah returned to Jerusalem after their captivity in Babylon and began to rebuild the city and Temple of Jerusalem they offered to help, but Ezra and Nehemiah the godly leaders of Judah would not allow them because of their mixed race and religion,(they saw the necessity of keeping Judah separate from this mixture), but this caused great hostility and opposition by the Samaritans. 
They then with the help of an apostate priest called Manasseh (thrown out of the priesthood and Jerusalem because he was an unholy man not fit to be a priest of the Lord), built a rival temple on Mount Gerizim claiming that this was the true place to worship the Lord. This temple on Gerizim was later destroyed by the Jews causing further anger and enmity. By the time of Jesus the Samaritans accepted the first five Books of the Bible, but rejected the rest as it exposed their false religion and false claims to be descendants of Jacob, to be true <<Israel>>, worshipping the true God in the right place. So you can understand the bad feeling that existed between the Jews and the Samaritans, and why at first the Samaritan woman scorned and mocked Jesus. 
She of course did not then know who she was talking to and when He spoke of living water  she jeered still further, “The well is deep, where will you get this living water, are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us this well, (It was true that Jacob had dug this well). Sometime ago I had the privilege of visiting <<Israel>> and going to the place where this well is. There is a church built over it now so it looks very different to when Jesus sat there and talked with the woman of <<Samaria>> but the well is there and it is very deep, a pebble dropped takes a while before you hear it splash into the water, a very long rope is needed to draw water. We also visited Mount Gerizim where the Samaritans still have an altar on which once a year they offer sacrifice of lambs, we met a Samaritan priest, though he did not look much like a priest as he was dressed in a woollen jumper and baseball cap, but he did explain how they sacrificed the lambs once a year.

The Samaritan woman continued to mock Jesus, but she was making claims that were not true, claiming that Jacob was their father. Perhaps she was sincerely mistaken having been taught incorrectly, claiming an untrue relationship. Jacob was indeed a great man, but yes the One who spoke to her is greater than Jacob. She was still talking about natural, physical water, but Jesus was about to open her eyes to spiritual truths, He reveals He knows all about her life, her many husbands, so she was now brought to serious business, “I see you are a prophet”, not to be mocked any more. But rather than discuss her personal life she asks Him a religious question, about the true place to worship, <<Mount> <Gerizim>> or <<Jerusalem>>. (Many people are quite happy to discuss religion but have no desire to really know the truth or to make “religion” personal). 
The temple on Gerizim was already only ruins; the Temple in Jerusalem would also soon be in ruins (A.D.70 destroyed by the Romans). It was not where, but who and how they worshipped. She had spoken of father Jacob, Jesus spoke of God as Father; He is Spirit and is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth. It was not Gerizim or <<Jerusalem>>. She spoke of the coming Messiah who would explain all things, Jesus said, “I who speak to you am He”. He explains all things!!! She had made false claims to be descendants of Jacob, but Jesus says “Salvation is from the Jews”. He is the true descendant, He is the promised seed, and He is Saviour, the one who brings salvation, according to the flesh the son of David of the tribe of <<Judah>>, but according to the Spirit the Son of God. The Messiah the Saviour would come of the true line of promise. 
She had a mixed up religion, Jesus said, “You worship that which you do not know”. The Jews did at least know the True Living God, even if the worship of many of them was hypocritical, insincere, corrupted by greed. The Jewish people were appointed by God to be His messengers, to them the Scriptures were given, through them the prophets spoke, to them was the revelation of God given, through the descendants of Abraham and David the Messiah the promised seed would come 
The worship on Gerizim was dead, because already the temple in ruins, it was false and mixed, worship in ignorance, and the worship in Jerusalem was corrupted by the priests, and they would reject Jesus the Messiah. Salvation is of the Jews, can well be translated, “the Saviour is of the Jews”. True Salvation would have relationship with God the Father and its worship would be in spirit and in truth, not confined to any temple or place. The Saviour was indeed “of the Jews”, but as the men of <<Samaria>> came to know and understand they said of Jesus, He is “the Saviour of the world”, (John 4.40).    

Today there are many who make false claims, indeed Jesus warns us of false prophets and false anointed ones, we need always to examine them in the true light of Scripture, even if they quote Scripture, like the Samaritan woman spoke of “our father Jacob”, a claim not true to Scripture. Also today there are those who mix religions, saying that, all religions have some truth and are different ways to God. Jesus said, “SALVATION is of the Jews”, that was God’s plan, that was God’s way. It is God who defines the way of salvation, Jesus said “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no man comes to the Father except by ME”, (John 14.6). 
He is the Messiah, the Saviour of the world. In the regathering of Israel back to their land today, we see the fulfilment of prophecy, and the preparation for the return of Jesus in glory, to stand on the Mount of Olives, for God still operates today through the nation of Israel, through the Jews. Salvation is of the Jews in the sense that God has chosen the <<Land> of <Israel>> and the City of <<Jerusalem>> where He will reign for a thousand years. 
The Samaritan woman left her water pot and ran to tell the men of the city of this Man who told her of all the things that she had done, and asked their opinion, can this be the Messiah? This Jew that she had mocked was indeed the Messiah; the Saviour of the world, this JEW brought SALVATION. One day those that mock Him will know that HE is LORD, blessed are those who now confess Him as Lord and Saviour!! 

Luke 19.9, “Today SALVATION has come to this house”.    These were the words Jesus used to describe the transformation that had taken place in the life of Zaccheus the tax-gatherer. The story is introduced (19.2) by the word “behold” (idou) a word that is like a command, and is used to call attention to what may be seen or mentally understood, of importance and spiritual significance. On His way to Jerusalem for the last time, going to His rejection and crucifixion, Jesus was passing through <<Jericho>>. As He approached the city a certain blind man sitting by the road side called on Jesus, and kept on calling until Jesus stopped and had the blind man brought to Him, and then, in answer to the man’s faith and request, Jesus restored the blind man’s sight. At first the blind man had called Jesus, the Son of David a Messianic title, but speaking to Jesus personally he called Him. Lord, “Lord I want to regain my sight”. Then when Jesus gave him his sight, he followed Jesus glorifying God, recognising this was a work of God, and all the people when they saw it gave praise to God. 
Notice the quick change, when Jesus went to the home of Zaccheus they all began to grumble!!  It was all right for Jesus to heal the blind man, but when Jesus sought to bring salvation to a despised tax-gatherer they grumbled. In a way this was a foretaste of what would happen in <<Jerusalem>>, when Jesus rode in to the city in fulfilment of Messianic prophecy “Behold your king is coming unto you, He is just and endowed with salvation, humble and riding on a donkey (Zechariah 9.9) the crowd cheered. However when the salvation He was bringing was not the salvation they expected and wanted: they wanted physical deliverance from the Romans, and He was offering a changed life, deliverance from their evil and corrupt ways, they crucified Him!! 
People are “happy “with a “Jesus” who will bring social and physical change, but not with a “Jesus” who demands heart and life change, a Jesus who saves sinners. We are not told of any particular reason why Zaccheus wanted to see Jesus, but I cannot help but feel that he had a heart longing to see this one who not only did amazing miracles, but who associated with the despised tax gatherers and sinners and even had a tax gatherer, Matthew, as one of His disciples. Jesus a good man, a prophet and teacher, when the self-righteous Pharisees and Scribes had criticised Him for associating with sinners had said that He came to seek and save the lost, (Luke 15.). In fact Jesus used the same words at the end of this story about Zaccheus, Luke 19.10, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was lost”.
The tree that Zaccheus climbed was a sycamore tree, a species of fig tree, it is not very tall but spreads out to cover a wide area, often planted by the roadside, very suitable for Zaccheus to climb and seated on a low branch he could easily speak to Jesus, the Greek name for the tree is “sukomorea”. Interestingly, the Greek for “accuse falsely” to exact money wrongfully is “sukophanteo” (which is what tax gatherers did) a word that is derived from “sukon” a fig, and “phaino” to show. According to Vine’s dictionary of New Testament words, at Athens a man whose business was to give information against anyone exporting figs out of the country was called a “sukophantes”, the word probably describing one who brings figs to light by shaking the tree, and then used descriptively of anyone who makes rich men give up their “fruit” by false accusation, and so the word came to mean one who was an informer, who falsely accused to obtain money. 
Zaccheus who was a “Sukophantes” and was in the “Sukomorea” tree was “shaken” out of the fig tree and confessed his “Sukophanteo” deeds!!! Where Zaccheus was, in the fig tree, was a picture of what he was, but Jesus called him down out of the tree. Jesus knew what Zaccheus was, exposed what Zaccheus was, revealed his hiding place and called him to a new, changed, different life. Zaccheus said, Luke 19.8 “If I have take anything by false accusation” literally, “If I have sycophanted any man anything, I will restore”.

Zaccheus received Jesus joyfully; he accepted the friendship Jesus offered. Jesus said, I MUST stay at your house today. What was the compulsion that Jesus said I must stay at your house? In the story of the Samaritan woman (John 4.4) the Scripture says He “must” go through <<Samaria>>. The answer is in Luke 19.10, “The Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was lost”. It was the compulsion of the Good Shepherd seeking His lost sheep, of the woman searching diligently for her lost coin, of the father looking out for the return and running to welcome the wayward son who had lost everything and was only dressed in filthy “pig-smelling” rags. The same compulsion that Jesus said, “that He must go to <<Jerusalem>>, and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up the third day”, (Matthew 16.21). 
The angels at the empty tomb reminded the women of what Jesus had said, “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and the third day rise again”, (Luke 24.7). It was necessary that He should die to fulfil God’s plan of salvation. It was the “must” of His Divine Mission, to bring salvation; it was the must of obeying His Father’s will, the must of seeking and saving the lost. SALVATION necessitated Him coming into this world dying on the Cross and rising again. To reach the lost He must go out into the “wilderness”. 
Jesus invited Himself to stay with Zaccheus, probably because Zaccheus would not dare to ask such a “good man” to his house. We remember that Jesus offered Himself  on our behalf, oh the wondrous grace of God!! He loved me and gave Himself for me. There was a right about turn in the life of Zaccheus, and that is what repentance is, a change of heart, mind and change of direction. Repentance is turning from sin to God, repentance, “metanoia”, “meta” equals a change, “noia” equals mind. 
Repentance is necessary, “God is now declaring to men, that all everywhere should repent”, (Acts 17.30), also Acts 20. 21 the Apostle Paul had solemnly testified to Jew and Greek, “of repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ”. Again in Acts 26.20, Paul describing to King Agrippa, his obedience to the heavenly call said that he kept declaring everywhere, to everyone “that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance”.  Also Peter preaching on the Day of Pentecost, when the people convicted of their sin asked “what shall we do?” said, “Repent and let each of you be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins”. 
Zaccheus promised fourfold restoration as required by the Law, (Exodus 22.1), but he also added that half of his possessions he would give to the poor. There truly was a great change in the heart of Zaccheus. Zaccheus stopped and stood, he called Jesus “Lord” and made a public proclamation of his repentance, and trust in Jesus. (See Romans 10.9 – 10) Then to Zaccheus and to the crowd Jesus declared, “Today salvation has come to this house”. Jesus had said “Today I must stay at your house”, and then He could say. “Today salvation has come this house”. The change was immediate. 
Jesus responds immediately to the repentant sinner. To the repentant thief on the cross Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with me in <Paradise>”, Luke 23.43. “Behold now is the acceptable time, now is the day of Salvation” so do not receive the grace of God in vain, 2 Corinthians 6.2. (Paul is quoting from Isaiah 49, a wonderful prophecy concerning the promised Messiah/Saviour who would bring salvation even to the ends of the earth, Isaiah 49.6 and 8). 
Today is the day of grace and opportunity for salvation, while it is today repent and receive God’s gift of salvation!!! When Jesus came to Nazareth, His home town, (Luke 4.14) in the synagogue on the Sabbath day He read from the prophet Isaiah (ch.61) and said that the prophecy was fulfilled that day in Himself, the Spirit of the Lord had anointed Him and He was proclaiming the “favourable year of the Lord” the time of God’s grace, but the people of Nazareth rejected Him and His offer of grace.  A sinner is in the place of “lostness” and a place that matches his sinful character, a repentant sinner is in the “house of salvation”.

In the previous chapter, (Luke 18.18 – 25) is the story of the Rich Young Ruler who was unwilling to give up his riches to follow Jesus, and Jesus said, “How hard it is for those who are rich to enter the <<kingdom> of <God>>”. Zaccheus was rich, (Luke 19.2) and his riches had been obtained by sinful means, but by God’s grace shown in Christ’s action of calling Zaccheus, the repentant Zaccheus was willing to give up his riches and entered the kingdom of God. As Jesus said, (Luke 18.27),”The things impossible with men are possible to God”, none is beyond the reach of God’s grace. Zaccheus was a chief tax gatherer, 1Timothy 1.15, Paul described himself as the chief of sinners, but Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners and he had found mercy. Praise God the chief of tax gatherers, the chief of sinners can come into the house of salvation!! Salvation is possible for all who will call on the name of the Lord.

You will have noticed that I have been quoting from the Prophet Isaiah.  His name means, “Yahweh (Jehovah, God) is salvation”. He has been called the “prophet of salvation”, the word “salvation” occurs 28 times in the Book of Isaiah, and the key words of his prophecy are “save” and salvation. Isaiah actually speaks of three acts of “Salvation”, deliverance/salvation from the exile and captivity in Babylon, deliverance/salvation from sin accomplished by Jesus, the Suffering Servant by the Cross and Resurrection, and the final salvation/deliverance, regathering restoration of Israel from their worldwide dispersion, and the Millennial reign of Christ. In many ways they form overlapping pictures, in the sense that though one prophecy is about one particular event it is some ways an illustration of another act of salvation. 
We will look at just a few references to “Salvation” in Isaiah.

Isaiah 12 is a Song of Salvation. The previous chapter (chapter 11) speaks of the millennial reign of Christ, (vv 1 – 10), the final regathering of <<Israel>> the second time (vv. 11 – 14), and the deliverance from <<Babylon>> captivity by the “drying up” of the <Euphrates> (vv 15 – 16). 
As <<Israel>> sang the song of salvation after crossing the <Red Sea>, and were miraculously supplied with water in the wilderness, so the released captives would sing and rejoice in the Lord and joyously draw water from the springs of salvation. And of course we can see in this a picture of our salvation and the joy we have in the Lord. The Lord has done great things for us!! We sing God is my salvation; He is my strength and my song. We drink of the refreshing waters of salvation that are supplied daily on our journey for He will sustain us all the way.

Isaiah 45 describes how God in His Sovereign power uses the Persian King Cyrus to bring about the deliverance of <<Israel>> from the Babylonian captivity and the rebuilding of the <<Jerusalem>> and the <<Temple>>, (44.28 and 45.13), God even calls Cyrus His anointed. Refer to Ezra 1.1 – 4. As a picture of God’s supreme power, the outpouring of heavenly blessings is to produce spiritual fruit, the prophets says, “Drip down O heavens from above, and let the clouds pour down righteousness; let the earth open up and salvation bear fruit, and righteousness spring up with it. I the Lord have created it”, (Isaiah 45.8). 
While this is a call to <<Israel>> to respond to God’s Sovereign power and deliverance and blessings with righteous living, we can also hear the call to us to bring forth fruits of salvation. (Contrast Hebrews 6.7 -8) Although Cyrus is the instrument, it is God who is the deliverer, the enemies of <<Israel>> will be put to shame and the idol makers and worshippers humiliated, (v 16) but (v17), “<<Israel>> has been saved by the Lord with an everlasting salvation”, “salvation” here signifies freedom, happiness, brought out into open space. This has not been only a physical war but a spiritual war, salvation is an act of God’s sovereign power that overcomes all the powers of evil.  

Isaiah 46 gives the contrast of the Babylon false gods and their Idols, Bel and Nebo, idols that have to be carried or transported on carts as very heavy loads whereas the Almighty God has carried <<Israel>>, (vv.3 – 4). God is incomparable, He is omniscient (v 10) He is omnipotent (v.10 -11). God brings a bird of prey from the east, the man of My purpose from a far country; this is reference to Cyrus, king of <<Persia>>. “Listen to Me, you stubborn-minded, who are far from righteousness. I bring near My righteousness, it is not afar off, and My SALVATION will not delay, and I will grant salvation in Zion, and My glory for Israel”, (46.12 -13). 
If we look at what happened in Daniel 5, we see the truth of these words, the scene of Belshazzar’s feast. They were strong in their rebellion against God; they were far from righteousness in their drunken orgy, Belshazzar even defying God by taking the sacred vessels of the <<Temple> of <Jerusalem>> to drink to and praise his gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron and wood. The prophet Daniel is called in to interpret the writing on the wall that had appeared and terrified Belshazzar. 
Daniel interprets the words, “God has numbered your kingdom and put an end to it. You have been weighed in the scales and found deficient. Your kingdom has been divided and given over to the Medes and Persians”. The same night Belshazzar was slain, there was no delay. God’s plans are never delayed, certainly not by the stubbornness of man or defiant rebellion. When God’s time comes He moves quickly, His salvation is never delayed. The two mentions of the word “salvation” I think meant that Israel’s deliverance from Babylon was at hand, also that God’s plan to bring salvation to Zion, the Messiah, the glory of Israel was going forward, the salvation revealed in and provided by Jesus. 

Isaiah 49, we have two references again to “salvation”. The first is in verse 6, speaking of the Servant, that is Jesus, who in verse 7 is described as being despised and abhorred, loathed, detested, but He will be restorer of Israel but more than that, “It is too small a thing that You should be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved one of Israel, I will also make you a light of the nations, so that My SALVATION may reach to the end of the earth”. In these verses it seems all three “Salvations” are combined. Although in verse three the Servant is addressed as <<Israel>>, in verse five it is obvious that the servant is separate from the Nation of Israel, because it speaks of the servant restoring Jacob, “in order that <<Israel>> might be gathered in Him (the Lord)”. 
You will remember that God changed Jacob’s name (heel catcher/supplanter) to <<Israel>> (one who strives with God or prince of God) Genesis 32. 28. If you look at the story you can see it as symbolic of the fact that Jacob had given up “grabbing at Esau’s heel”, seeking after material blessings, and held on to God for spiritual blessings, God’s blessing. Often we find that when God referred to “Jacob” He was speaking of weakness, failing, seeking for the wrong things, but when He spoke of “<<Israel>>” He was speaking of a people blessed by God and seeking God’s blessing, walking God’s way. So here we have Jacob restored by the Lord to be <<Israel>>, a people regathered, changed, seeking God. This illustrates the change that takes place in our lives when we are saved, no longer do we seek after material things but we seek first God’s Kingdom, “If you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things that are above, not on the things of the earth” (Colossians 3.1 – 2). Salvation brings to our hearts a changed desire, no longer for the world but for God.

Then we see that the Servant will be “light to the nations, so that My salvation may reach to the end of the Earth” (v6). Jesus declared “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life”. John 8.12. He is the true light, the light of revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of <<Israel>>. Jesus also said of His disciples, “You are the light of the world” Matthew 5.14, and we are to carry His light, the light of the Gospel/salvation into all the world even to the ends of the earth. 

Reading on to verse 8, “And in a day of salvation I have helped you”, we notice how the following verses describe a restored <<Israel>> when Christ shall reign on the earth. However we can also see in them some things that describe our changed lives when Christ reigns in our hearts.

Isaiah 51,vv5 – 8. This chapter originally a message of comfort and encouragement for <<Israel>> becomes also a message of comfort and encouragement for us. In verse 4 God’s people are called to listen, to pay attention, in fact in this chapter there are three calls to listen, verses 1, 4,7. and I think of the messages to the Seven Churches in Revelation chapters 2 and 3, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”, and Jesus also said when He was teaching, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear, (Matthew 11.15). We need that listening ear, that attentive spirit to hear what the Spirit is saying to us. The wonderful thing is that God wants to speak to us; the strange thing is that so often we are not listening!! In these verses we have three mentions of “salvation”, “My salvation has gone forth”, “My salvation shall be forever”, and “My salvation to all generations”.

In verse 5, we can see from previous verses that <<Israel>> is being addressed, and they speak of a restoration of <<Israel>>. God has worked through <<Israel>>, through them we have the Scriptures, the Law, the Prophets, Psalms and the Books of Wisdom, and the Saviour, Jesus came through them, and the first Apostles also were Jews (<<Israel>>) and the Gospel went first to the Jews. 
However, Praise God, He had a greater purpose than just for <<Israel>>, the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation for Jew and Gentile. The Jews were restored from captivity in <<Babylon>>, the city and <<Temple> of <Jerusalem>> rebuilt, the land restored and everything prepared for the first coming of Christ. “My salvation has gone forth”, God has sent out His message to all the earth even to distant coastlands, the isles. “My righteousness is near”, and the Apostle Paul explains clearly in his epistle to the Romans how sinful man, Jew and Gentile can receive the righteousness of God  through faith in Jesus Christ, how the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to all who believe. “For My arm they will wait expectantly” because we have hope in God, and a promise of the return of Jesus to rule and reign. In preparation for the Second coming of Christ again <<Israel>> will be restored to the Land. 
But the time will come when the heavens and the earth will vanish, verse 6, but salvation will be forever, see Revelation 20.11. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away”. Matthew 24.35. “My salvation shall be forever”, (Isaiah 51.6). “Do not fear the reproach of man, neither be dismayed at their reviling” (Isaiah 51.7), for as Jesus said, “Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely on account of Me. Rejoice and be glad for your reward in heaven is great”, (Matthew 5.11 – 12). Those who revile and reproach will perish, “The moth will eat them like a garment, and the grub will eat them like wool. But My righteousness shall be forever, and My salvation to all generations”, we have a treasure laid up in heaven “where neither moth nor rust corrupts and where thieves do not break in and steal”, Matthew 6.20. The Psalmist said, “We will not fear though the earth should change, and though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea”, Psalm 46. God is our refuge; God’s righteousness endures for ever. 
What encouragement for us there is in these words, whatever happens nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, (Romans 8.39). God plans and builds for eternity, nothing can prevent His plan and purpose being fulfilled. This earth is like scaffolding erected to construct a building, when the building is complete the scaffolding is removed, one day all that is visible, heaven and earth will be removed and then in all its glory the building of God will be revealed. The Apostle John, using the description of all things precious and beautiful in Revelation 21 and 22 teaches us something of the indescribable glory of the Bride (the Church), pictured as the New Jerusalem, the holy city. The words are faithful and true. The Lord has said, “My salvation is forever”.  This city has the impregnable walls of Salvation, (Isaiah 60.18), and its inhabitants are clothed in the garments of salvation, (Isaiah 61.10).   

Isaiah 52, 7 – 10. <<Zion>> is called to awake because the days of captivity in <<Babylon>> are to be ended and <<Jerusalem>> restored. The good news of their salvation is to be carried over the mountains to <<Jerusalem>>, “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace, and brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation, and says to <<Zion>>, your God reigns”. The Hebrew word  for “lovely” apparently comes from a root word meaning, “at home”, which seems very appropriate for a people that were coming home, bringing good news of peace, happiness and salvation AND declaring, “Your God reigns”. <<Israel>> had been in exile, in troubled times, when they could have wondered “where is our God?”. 
Psalm 137  describes their sorrow and desolation. But God was working His purpose out, He is still King. SALVATION is a message that GOD REIGNS. Things are not out of control. Read Revelation 19.1 – 6, the fourfold Hallelujah, which ends, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns”. The Apostle Paul takes on these words of Isaiah to mean more than <<Israel>>’s release from <<Babylon>> to their greater fulfilment (Romans 10.15), the preaching of the Gospel of peace, happiness, SALVATION and God reigns. A message that means the captives are released and they are coming home, for salvation means that we are released and can come home to God. “The Lord has bared His holy arm in the sight of all the nations, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of our God” (Isaiah 52.10). God’s arm is HOLY, it acts in Holiness. Psalm 98.1 -2, “O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him. For the Lord has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations”. 
Salvation is an act of Almighty power, and HOLINESS. <Calvary>, the cross shows to all the earth the power and holiness of God. The Cross does not only reveal the love of God, but the wisdom, power and holiness of God. As a warrior bares his arm to fight unencumbered, so Christ laid aside His glory bared His holy arm to win the victory at <Calvary>. Salvation is good news of release from captivity, a holy act of God, a message for the entire world to know. The Christian soldier’s feet are shod with the “preparation of the Gospel of peace” (Ephesians 6.15). The word “preparation” as well as meaning “ready”, also means “firm footing”. The Gospel of peace gives us firm footing. The prophet Habakkuk (3.17) sang, “Though the fig tree should not blossom, and there be no fruit on the vines, though the yield of the olive should fail, and the fields produce no food, though the flock should be cut off from the fold, and there be no cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my SALVATION. The Lord God is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and He makes me to walk on my high places”. The Lord reigns. “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news”.  

Isaiah 59, 11, “All of us growl like bears, and moan sadly as doves; we hope for justice, but there is none, for salvation, but it is far from us”. This chapter begins with the fact, “The Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save, neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear”. He is able to save, but their sins have separated them from God, they are totally given over to evil ways, then verses 9 to 15 they make confession of their sinfulness, “our transgressions are multiplied before Thee” and they are in a hopeless situation groping like blind men, even the midday seems like twilight, and the vigorous are like dead men, now they growl like discontented impatient bears, and they moan like the mournful sound of doves, salvation seems far from them. This picture of <<Israel>> in captivity longing for freedom, feeling hopeless is also a picture of a sinner feeling and confessing his guilt and longing for salvation. 
“Brethren what shall we do?” asked the crowd at Pentecost when Peter had preached to them. Here is the cry and confession of the guilty, transgressions are multiplied, sins witness against them, and they had denied the Lord, turned away from God, guilty of lying words, acted unjustly. They had caused truth to stumble in the street”. The word about “truth is lacking” (v15) is appropriate for us today. Today we find it is said “truth is relative”, that is, what is true for you is not necessarily true for me, you have your god, I have my god, all are the same Where there is no truth there is no stability, there is no true sense of right and wrong, no moral responsibility, no sense of need of salvation and that then becomes a tragically hopeless situation. There is no fear of God. Today there is real need for conviction of sin, an awareness of guilt and shame. 
But <<Israel>> had not reached that situation, they knew they needed salvation but salvation seemed afar off. <<Israel>> captive in <<Babylon>>, felt hopeless their salvation, there deliverance was far off, and who was there to rescue them? 

The answer comes in verses 16 and 17, the Lord “saw that there was no man, and was astonished that there was no one to intercede; then His own arm brought salvation to Him, and His righteousness upheld Him. And He put on righteousness like a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head”. The armour of God is His own righteousness and salvation is the purpose of His action. He would deliver <<Israel>> from <<Babylon>> punishing them for their cruel treatment of His people. This picture of God’s deliverance of <<Israel>> from <<Babylon>> is also true of our salvation, release from captivity and destruction of the enemy that held us captive. Salvation is not afar off, for Christ has come. 
It will also be true for Israel when as described by the prophet Isaiah (63.1 – 6) who repeats the fact of God Himself coming to the rescue of His people, His own arm bringing salvation, and of the rebellious people being trodden like grapes in the winepress, a prophecy which links with Joel 3, of God’s judgement on the nations, Joel 3.13. We have to accept the fact that those who are the enemies of God, who have rejected His salvation come under the fierce wrath of God. The alternative to salvation is judgement, the wrath of God, “
The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus, And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power when He comes to be glorified in His saints” (2 Thessalonians 1.7 – 10). “But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us” (1 Thessalonians 5.8 – 10). When there was no-one to save Christ Himself brought us salvation.

We have just been reading in Isaiah and in Thessalonians of the Helmet of Salvation. In Isaiah we have seen the picture of the Lord putting on the Helmet of Salvation, the purpose of the battle although it was vengeance on His enemies, those who had cruelly treated His people, the purpose was to bring salvation to His people, here was a promise and a hope of deliverance. In the New Testament, Ephesians 6.17 we read that the Helmet of Salvation is part of God’s armour for the Christian that we are instructed to put on in the conflict “against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6.12). 
This is our assurance, our confidence of victory, of salvation. The enemy is fierce and strong and in our own strength we cannot overcome, but taking the full armour of God we are able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything to stand firm, (v.13). A helmet is defensive, not a defence against conflict, but defence in the conflict, in this world we shall have trials, sufferings, persecution; the enemy will attack in various ways. The helmet is a symbol of strength, determination, and invulnerability. We can stand firm if we put on the whole armour of God. In Thessalonians the helmet is described as the “Hope of Salvation”. This is not hoping that we shall be saved, for salvation is assured, sealed, guaranteed, the hope we have is “as an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil where Christ has entered as forerunner for us”, (Hebrews 6.19). The “hope” is the hope that salvation gives us. This hope is a gift by the grace of God whereby we confidently expect and wait for all the promises of God, the fullness of salvation to be accomplished. We have an expectation of good. Hope is looking for the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Christ Jesus, (Titus 2.13). 
In Ephesians 2.12, the Apostle Paul describes the condition of the Gentiles as “having no hope and without God in the world”, whereas the Jews did have a knowledge of God and the hope of a Messiah, the Gentiles had no hope. This describes the situation of billions in the world today, without hope. Man cannot live without hope, he must have something in the future to hold on to, and when he has no hope in God, he hopes in man, wealth, science, politics, but vain is the hope in man or in anything of the world. The believer has a lively hope, we have been “born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”, (1 Peter 1.3). “If we have hoped in Christ in this life only we are of all men most to be pitied. But now Christ has been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15.19). Jesus Christ is the author of our hope. 
The helmet of Salvation protects us from the enemy’s attack of despair, discouragement, depression, fear of the future, fear of death. It defends the Christian against the temptation of valuing things of earth above the treasures of heaven. We know that in the darkest hour, even in the valley of the shadow of death Christ is with us and will bring us through. “We exult in hope of the glory of God” (Romans 5.2) and this enables us also to exult in tribulations, they bring about perseverance, developing character, giving hope, “and hope does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5.5). Hope strengthens, hope inspires to serve faithfully, hope encourages, hope energises, hope sustains, hope urges to mission, to preach the Gospel, to sow the seed. As the farmer sows in hope of a harvest so we sow the seed of the Word of God. Put on the Helmet of the hope of Salvation and keep it on!! The helmet of salvation is not a paper hat or plastic, it is strong, not easily blown away, not penetrated by any weapon of the enemy, and it is strong defence, giving perfect protection.

Jesus alone is the Saviour, “There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved”, (Acts 4.12). He is all sufficient, He is God’s way, and we need no other, Salvation is in Him, by Him, through Him. One of His titles is “Captain of our salvation” (Hebrews 2.10). The word for “captain”, archegos, has the meaning author, leader and can also be translated “Prince”. Jesus claimed that He is “the Way, the Truth and the Life” (John 14.6), no one can come to the Father but through Him. 
The Hebrews writer says “He is bringing many sons to glory”; these are from every nation, tribes, peoples, and tongues. The Captain/Author of salvation was perfected through suffering. Jesus was perfect in moral character and in His relationship with God, but to make the perfect sacrifice for sin He had to die, to empty Himself, and become obedient unto death, even death on a cross, (Philippians 2.8). “Having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source/author of eternal salvation” (Hebrews 5.9).  Jesus likened Himself to a grain of wheat (John12.24), He was a perfect grain but unless He died He would remain alone, but by dying He has produced much grain. Christ is the first fruits, the firstborn of the dead (Revelation 1.5). 

The completeness of salvation is accomplished by His two appearances, His first and second coming. To bring salvation He came to this earth, When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the donkey He was fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 9.9, “Behold your King is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble and mounted on a donkey”. “He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin”, (1 John.3.5). It is important to notice the plural “sins” and the singular, “sin”, the plural refers to our sins, the singular refers to the sinless humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul says, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in Him”, (2 Corinthians, 5.21). Peter quoting from Isaiah 53, writes, “He committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth”, (1Peter 2.22). The word in 1 John 3.5 for “appear”, “phaneroo”, is more than just an appearance which may be false, or deceiving, (as a false prophet), it means the revelation of true character, real identity. Jesus is the Truth. “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil”, (1 John.3.8). 
So salvation is the complete destruction of the forces that would destroy us, it is not just being released from the chains that bound us but destruction of the chains themselves, not only release from the devil but the destruction of the works of the devil. Only One who was sinless could be the worthy sacrifice for the sins of the world, only the Son of God could overcome the devil and death, only One who was flesh and blood could die, (Hebrews 2.14). “Great is the mystery of godliness, God was revealed in the flesh, was justified by the Spirit, beheld by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up into glory”, (1 Timothy 3.16). A mystery, in the New testament sense, is something beyond human understanding, known only by Divine revelation, it is a truth revealed. The way to godliness has been revealed it is through Jesus. 

“Once at the consummation of the ages He (Jesus) has appeared (“phaneroo”, the true, reality, a real event) to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself”, (Hebrews 9.26). Jesus came at the right time, offered the perfect sacrifice, (Himself), accomplished a perfect work, “put away sin”, the once sacrifice was complete for all time. “For the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men”, (Titus2.11).The sacrifice of Christ was sufficient for the sins of all men; not just an elect few, He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin world, (John 1.29). 
Because His sacrifice was so great He is able to offer salvation to all, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but a have eternal life. Again we see that salvation is a gift of God’s grace, grace and truth were realised through Jesus Christ. The death of Christ on the cross is sufficient to provide salvation for all mankind, but only those who receive Him as Lord and Saviour are saved. God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, but it is the “whoever believes” that will not perish. Those who preach that ALL will be saved preach a false “gospel”. 
Sadly, not all believe so do not receive the gift of eternal life. The Bible does not teach “Universalism”, the doctrine that all men will eventually saved. Grace does not give us licence to continue in sin so that grace may abound, (Romans 6.1), but it instructs us to deny ungodliness, worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in this present age, and to look for the blessed hope, the coming of Christ in glory. 
Salvation calls to holiness of living, that we may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in every respect, (Titus 2.10).The word “adorn” means a harmonious or orderly arrangement. It is also used of trimming lamps, we need to have our lamps filled with oil, trimmed and shining brightly to welcome the Bridegroom, (Matthew 25.1 -13). Jesus is our Living Great High Priest, “He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them”, (Hebrews, 7.25). Salvation is possible because of Christ’s sacrifice for us, and also because of His continual intercession for us, He is able to save forever, He is able to keep us from falling, (Jude 24). 
Jesus said to Peter, “Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you when once you have turned  again strengthen your brothers”, (Luke 22.31). Jesus knew Peter would deny Him three times, but He prayed for him, and though Peter did deny Jesus yet he was there with the disciples to see the Risen Lord, in answer to Jesus’ prayer, he was kept. His experience of failure became a means of strengthening his brothers. 
Hebrews 9.24 tells us that Christ appears in the presence of God for us. Here the word “appear” (emphanizo) refers to physical presence and also has the meaning “to inform”. Christ’s appearance before the throne of God bearing the wounds of <Calvary> intercedes for us; they are the “information” of His sacrifice for us. We are “being saved” by His presence in Heaven. Satan, his name means “accuser” would accuse us, but Christ Jesus has died and risen again and He is at the right hand of God who also intercedes for us (Romans 8.34). 
Eventually Satan will be thrown out of heaven, and heaven will rejoice saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of Christ have come for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down who accuses them before our God day and night” (Revelation 12.10). Thanks be to God for the Intercessory ministry of Jesus our Great High Priest.  

CHRIST’S first appearing on earth was to bear the sins of many, but He “shall appear a second time for salvation, without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him”, (Hebrews 9.28). The Old Testament ministry of Tabernacle, Priesthood, Sacrifice were copies of the things in the heavens, (Hebrews 8.5, and 9.23), and these verses(9.23 to 28) refer to the Day of Atonement, when once a year the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies alone with the blood of the sacrifice, (the Law of Atonement can be read in Leviticus 16, the ritual included the taking of the scapegoat into the wilderness to die, symbolic of the removal of the sins of Israel). If we follow the order of the sacrifices for the Day of Atonement, we see the High Priest putting off his colourful garments, bathing his whole body, dressing in pure white linen, all symbols of holiness and purity. 
Then he went into the Holy of Holies, first with incense to make a cloud of smoke to cover the Mercy Seat that he might endure the brightness of the shining light of God’s presence, then with the blood of a bull sacrificed for his own sins, followed by the blood of a goat offered for the sins of all the people. This was followed by him coming out to lay the sins of Israel on the head of a live goat, this goat, the scapegoat, was then taken out to into the wilderness, a place uninhabited and from which it could not return, symbolically their sins were gone. Afterwards the High Priest, washed again his whole body and put back on his colourful rich garments, and then the fat of the burnt offerings and sin offerings which had already been slain were offered on the altar, and their flesh and hides burnt outside the camp. All these symbolic offerings were fulfilled in Christ. Now there is something additional, the sacrifices of the Old Testament could never put away sin. there was continual need to offer these sacrifices. There could never be an appearance “without sin”, a sacrifice for sin.        

Christ will appear the second time, and here the word “appear” is a different word (optomai) meaning a visible appearance seen by the natural eye. Revelation 1.7 says of Jesus, “Behold He is coming with the clouds and every eye shall see Him, even those who pierced Him, and all the tribes of earth will mourn over Him”. This time He does not come with reference to sin, He has put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself once and for all. But He does come for Salvation, this is the salvation written of by Peter, “a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”, (1 Peter 1.5). “When He appears (revealed in true character and glory) we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is”, (1 John3.2). We will be changed; this perishable will put on the imperishable, this mortal will put on immortality, (1 Corinthians 15.53). 
We eagerly await Christ’s second appearance, for then we shall be with Him and like Him. He will raise us and present us to His Father, He will present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing (Ephesians 5.27), “He has now reconciled  you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach”, (Colossians 1.22). We shall see Him, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His stand on the earth, even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; whom I myself  shall behold, and whom my eyes shall see and not another”, (Job.19.25 – 27). Salvation will be complete .The Believer has such a glorious prospect; we have a future that shines brilliantly!! 

Hebrews 1.14, We read of those “who will inherit salvation”. James 2.5, “God chose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him”. In Romans 8.16 we are told that the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and because of that we are “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ”. 
Salvation brings us to this amazing position, heirs of God.  The Apostle Peter tells us that “we are born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”, (1 Peter 1.3 – 5). We are heirs, we shall inherit, and this inheritance is a gift. 
The New Testament word, “kleronomia” does not necessarily mean something obtained on the death of an ancestor, but a portion given as a gift. Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places, if it were not so I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also”, (John 14.2 – 3). The Israelites inherited the Promised Land not on the death of someone, but because of God’s promise to Abraham, (Exodus 32.13), and our eternal inheritance is because of God’s promise to us. We will inherit salvation, God’s promises, a place in Heaven prepared for us.  

Hebrews 1.14, also tells us that angels are ministering spirits sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation. Acts 5.19 we read, “An angel of the Lord during the night opened the gates of the prison” let the apostles out and told to go and speak in the <<Temple>>, which was the centre of hostility to the Gospel, to the people the whole message of this life. Acts 12, an angel released Peter from prison, and in Acts 27.23, an angel of the Lord stood by Paul in the night on the ship that was helpless in the terrible storm, and said, “Do not be afraid Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold  God has granted you all those who are sailing with you”. 
So it is possible that angels do at times come to the aid of those who are heirs of salvation, but they are directed at God’s command not ours. We are not to presume on the ministry of angels. Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness (Matthew 4.5) to throw Himself of the pinnacle of the Temple claiming what was written in  Psalm 91,11 -12, “He will give His angels charge concerning you, and on their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone”. Jesus replied, “On the other hand, it is written, you shall not put the Lord your God to the test”. Beware of presumptuous sins, (an example is in Deuteronomy 1.41 – 46). Maybe we are not always aware of the protection provided from dangers that we have not seen or realised. Nowhere do we read that angels have wings, although seraphim and cherubim do have wings, and maybe angels are not always visible. 
If we compare John 20.12, with Luke 24.4, the scene at the tomb at the Resurrection, the angels appeared as two men in dazzling apparel, and also Acts 1.10 at the Ascension of Jesus into heaven. Angels also ministered to Jesus, (Matthew 4.11.and Luke 22.43). In Luke 16.22 we read that Lazarus, the poor man when he died was carried away by angels to “Abraham’s bosom”, and I do know of instances where believers near to death have seen angels. Dying believers are cared for by the Lord, Paul says that we “prefer to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord”, 2 Corinthians 5.8, and he expresses the desire to be with Christ, “for that is far better”, Philippians 2.23. Salvation means that at death we go home to be with the Lord, maybe guided home by angels. We can cast all our anxiety upon Him, because He cares for us, (1 Peter 5.7). 

However demons oppose the Gospel, they opposed the ministry of Jesus but they had to obey His commands. In the parable of the tares, Matthew 13.37 – 43, the one who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the good seed are the “sons of the kingdom”, but the tares are the “sons of the evil one” sown by the devil. Tares are very much like wheat when they are growing; they are deceptive and are only separated out at harvest time. The seeds are poisonous, and can even cause death.
 I am reminded of Paul’s warning about the deceiving doctrine of demons, (1 Timothy 4.1) bringing apostasy into the church. Demons are opposed to the Truth, the Way of Salvation.  When the Apostle Paul was in <<Paphos>, <Cyprus>> he was opposed by a sorcerer named Bar-Jesus, (Acts 13.5),who dealt with the supernatural and occult powers, an alliance with demonic powers. When this sorcerer tried to prevent the Roman proconsul, Sergius Paulus, paying attention to the Gospel, Paul called him “a son of the devil”, an enemy of righteousness, who “made crooked the straight ways of the Lord”. The sorcerer who operated under the name “Elymas” (wise one) was struck blind. 
When Paul was in <Philippi>, (Acts 16.16) there was a certain slave girl who had “a spirit of divination”. The word for “divination” is “puthon” (python”), which in Greek mythology was the name of a serpent or dragon that guarded the oracle of <Delphi>. This serpent was slain by the Greek god Apollo, who then possessed the serpent’s powers of divination, and the name was then given to all who were diviners. This young girl in <Philippi> was possessed by a demon of the cult of the false god Apollo, and by her demonic powers of divination brought her masters much profit. This demonic power was opposed to the Gospel and the preaching of Paul, and day after day she would shout at them, “These men are bond servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of Salvation”. This mocking spirit annoyed Paul, and he commanded the spirit “in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her”, and the demonic spirit left her. This demonic spirit was opposing the Gospel, the way of Salvation, but had to yield to the Name of Jesus. 
It is wonderful then to read that many of those in <<Ephesus>> (Acts 19.19) who practiced magic, sorcery brought their books of magic and burnt them, a bonfire of great money value. The Word of God prevailed. Demons oppose the way of salvation, the Gospel, but those who receive salvation are set free. Many are the testimonies of those set free who have burnt their idols, charms and magic potions and books. Salvation sets free, demonic opposition must yield to the Name of Jesus!! Remember the devil as well as being like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 5.8, we are to resist him, being firm in faith), also disguises himself as an angel of light, (2 Corinthians 11.14) and Paul connects that with false apostles, deceitful workers, (v.13), “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4.1). Stand firm against the schemes (methodia), cunning devices, crafty deceitfulness of the devil and all his attacks against the work of Salvation.

There is a fact that we have to face. To follow Jesus does involve persecution and suffering, Jesus said “That anyone who followed Him must be prepared to deny himself and take up his cross “(Matthew 16.24). There is the promise that if we suffer with Him, we shall be glorified with Him, and the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us, (Romans 8.17 – 18). The Apostle Paul suffered many things for the sake of the Gospel. “I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the Word of God is not bound. For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2. 9 – 10). There is a challenge to us, are we prepared to suffer that others may obtain salvation. Paul urged and encouraged Timothy to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and to suffer hardship with him as a good soldier of Christ Jesus, also to run as an athlete according to the rules, and be like a hard working farmer, (2 Timothy 2). We owe much to those who have suffered that we might obtain salvation.

We are sharers in the same salvation as the apostles; it is a “Common Salvation” (Jude 3). We have received “a faith of the same kind or value as” Peter and the other apostles, (2 Peter 1.1) because it is by the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are one Body. The word “common” is “koinos”, which means belonging to several, of the community, we are partners. There is one salvation. Under the Old Testament law, (Exodus 30 15) every man paid a ransom for himself, it was half a silver shekel, the rich could not pay more and the poor could not pay less, all are equal. All have sinned, all are under condemnation, and all need the same salvation. 
We all have the same privileges, and promises, we all have the same peace and joy and hope, a common salvation. Paul’s letter to Philemon is delightful in that it shows that Philemon the master, Onesimus the slave, and Paul the apostle are all equal, brothers in Christ Jesus. Of course the word “koinos” is linked with “koinonia” which means fellowship; there is no other fellowship like Christian fellowship, it is wonderful to meet Christians from all around the world, so many different backgrounds, cultures, personalities yet one in Christ Jesus, sharing and rejoicing in the Common SALVATION.  

We are rejoicing in one Hope, and as Paul reminds us in Romans 13.11, “For now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed”. Having written of the responsibilities of Christian living in chapters 12 and 13 adds urgency to his message, “knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to be awaken from sleep”. 
Our salvation is nearer, that is the return of Jesus to take us to be with Himself in glory, the dead in Christ will rise first and we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord, (1 Thessalonians 4.16 – 17). We do not know when the Lord will come, so we have to be ready, waiting, watching for His return. Many are the Scriptures that challenge us to be ready. Our taking up to be with Christ does not depend on our works, our spiritual condition, it is not reward, or for an elect few, it is because of our salvation. Nevertheless, we do need to lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light, that we will not be ashamed when He comes. As each day passes we should realise we are one day nearer Christ’s appearing, one day nearer home. This should be a cause for rejoicing and stimulation to holy living and faithful energetic service for the Lord. Our SALVATION is nearer, maybe in the morning we should say “perhaps today” and at night “nearer to seeing Jesus”.

We have so great SALVATION, (Hebrews 2.3). We have been studying “salvation”, and surely agree that it is a great salvation, the Giver of salvation is Great, the gift itself is Great, in fact it is “so great”, it is unexampled, it is incomparable, it is unique in its greatness. Everything else is insignificant; it is firm, steadfast, immoveable, unalterable, beyond value.  If we neglect it, treat it carelessly, lightly, with indifference there is no escape. 
Jesus told a Parable of a Marriage Feast, (Matthew 22.) A king made a wedding feast for his son, and then sent his slaves to call the invited ones to the feast, but they were unwilling to come, he sent more slaves, but they paid no attention, some continued with their business, others even mistreated and killed the slaves. The king was enraged and sent his armies and destroyed them. He then sent the slaves out into the highways to bring in the poor; they brought in all they found in the streets, evil and good. However when the king came to look at the guests there was a man not dressed in wedding clothes, (it was the custom then to provide the guests with wedding clothes). The king asked him why he was not wearing the wedding clothes, the man was speechless, he had no excuse, so he was bound hand and foot and thrown out into the darkness. The first invited had treated the invitation with indifference, despised it, even rejected it with hostility, the man without the wedding garment although he came into the wedding feast, had also treated the invitation and feast with contempt. 
Can it be that some who “accept” the invitation yet still treat salvation with contempt? There are many who claim to be Christians and followers of Jesus, but the “Jesus” they follow is not the Jesus of the Gospels, they do not accept the Bible as the Word of God, they invent their own Jesus. Instead of conforming their ideas and behaviour according to what Jesus and the Word of God teaches, they conform “Jesus” to their ideas, a god in their image. The Apostle Paul warned against those who preach a different Gospel, a disturbing and distorted Gospel, (Galatians 1.6 – 10). “Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel contrary to that which we have preached let him be anathema (accursed)”. How shall we escape if we treat the salvation invitation with neglect, indifference, contempt? Judgement will be inescapable. 
This salvation was first announced by the Lord. Now as we have seen Salvation was spoken of by the prophets, so this mention of salvation being first announced must refer to Jesus after the resurrection coming to His disciples, announcing that the words written about Him in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms had been fulfilled, and NOW repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem, (Luke 24.47). Those who witnessed the Risen Lord and His words confirmed His words, and God joined with them “in bearing witness with signs and wonders, and by various miracles and by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will”, (Hebrews 2.4). Can we neglect so great a salvation, receiving it, living it, preaching it?! “We must pay much closer attention to what we have heard lest we drift away from it” (Hebrews 2.1). 

THE PSALMISTS knew and expressed in their inspired writings all the variety of experiences of life, joys and sorrows, struggles and victories, loneliness and celebrations, and they frequently wrote of their longings for, and the joys of salvation, so there are many references to salvation in their writings. We will take just one. In Psalm 149, a call to praise God, verse 4, “For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the afflicted ones with salvation”. Now this Psalm does speak of vengeance, punishment, enslaving and killing of their enemies, and in New Testament times this violence cannot be taken literally, “ the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh”, (2 Corinthians 10.4), “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, (Ephesians 6.12).  We have to remember that in Old Testament times in order for the line of Promise, the promised Messiah, to be preserved and kept pure, and as acts of judgement on the ungodly, slaughter did take place. It is possible this Psalm relates to the time of Esther. You will remember (or read again the Book of Esther) how through the plot of the wicked Haman during the reign of Ahasuerus the Persian emperor the Jews were threatened with annihilation.

Due to the courage of Queen Esther the plot was thwarted, and the Jews were given permission to defend themselves and kill those who hated them. The Jews had Salvation through the intervention of Queen Esther, and had day of feasting and rejoicing, this was the origin of the Jewish Festival of Purim. The afflicted were beautified with salvation. There is a spiritual parallel in the sense that we are cleansed from sin, our filthy garments removed, “the best robe put on us, a ring on our hands, sandals on our feet”, (Luke 15.22), a robe of righteousness. We are beautified with salvation, and yet there is a still more glorious future described in the Book of the Revelation. Chapter 19.8 speaks of the Bride (the Church)  having made herself ready for the Marriage of the Lamb, clothed in linen, bright and clean, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then in Revelation chapter 21.2, John says, “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem coming down from heaven from God made ready as a bride adorned for he husband”, then in verse 9 one of the angels says, “Come here, I shall show you the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife” and then John is shown a most beautiful city, one can only think that the beauty and glory are beyond description and imagination. He will beautify us with salvation. Salvation is GLORIOUS. We shall be delivered from all enemies; Jesus is bringing many to glory.

In Conclusion of this study on SALVATION, we will look at the references in the last book of the Bible, the Revelation of Jesus Christ given to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, Revelation 7.10, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb”. This was the joyful cry of an innumerable multitude from every nation, tribe, peoples and tongues standing before the throne and the Lamb, they are clothed in white, because they have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb, in their hands they have palm branches, symbols of victory. They have come out of the great tribulation; this could refer to the period of time before the Second Coming of Jesus, spoken of by Jesus (Matthew 24.21). 
Or linking it with the reference to the Blood of the Lamb, those who have come out of the suffering and anguish of Jesus on the cross, Isaiah 53.11, “As a result of the anguish of His soul He will see and be refreshed, through His knowledge will he procure justice, my righteousness for the many, and will take their iniquities upon Himself” Christ’s suffering was not only physical, but of the soul. “He will see His offspring”, the harvest produced as the result of the death of the perfect grain of corn, the total multitude of the redeemed of all ages.

In whatever way we identify them, their triumphant shout of praise is “Salvation to our God and to the Lamb”. This is an acknowledgement that their salvation is due to God and to the Lamb. They are there in His presence because of the grace of God, because He has saved them. It must have been a great source of wonder and joy for John in his loneliness on <Patmos> to see so great a multitude in heaven, to know that although there is persecution and tribulation Salvation brings so great a multitude to heaven.

Revelation 12.10, “Now the Salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night. And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death”. There is rejoicing in heaven, but woe to the earth and sea because the devil has come down to them, having great wrath because he knows he only has a short time. This verse has already been referred to with regard to the Intercessory ministry of Jesus, but we will look at again. 
This verse refers to a time in the future, perhaps the near future. The scene is war in heaven, Michael and his angels fought against the dragon (Satan, the accuser) and his angels. Michael and his angels  threw the dragon out of heaven down to earth. (In Daniel 12, we read of Michael, who is guard of <<Israel>> arising at the end time, and then there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation. This prophecy in Daniel links with the time that John is describing in Revelation 12.) In Jude 9 we read that Michael the archangel did not dare to pronounce a railing judgement against the devil over a dispute about the body of Moses, but said “The Lord  rebukes you”. But now Michael and his angels have supremacy over the devil and maybe his victory is aided by those who had overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb, their word of testimony and the fact that they were willing to give their lives. The devil could not overcome those three things, so now the devil loses his access into heaven, (compare Job chapter 1) and his ability to accuse. Salvation has come in that Satan has lost his position and power to accuse.

In this verse Salvation is linked with power, the <<kingdom> of <God>>, and the authority of Christ. To understand what this means we need to know the person and position of Satan. The Bible is about the relationship with God and man and how Satan interfered and spoilt that relationship, and then how God planned and brought about a healing of that relationship, defeating Satan’s intentions. Satan is a fallen creature. Prophets saw operating through the wickedness and pride of kings the influence of Satan, so in Isaiah 14, a prophecy against Babylon the prophet goes beyond the description of the King of Babylon to describe the pride, rebellion, fall and destruction of Satan,(verses 12 – 15), many emperors did claim to be gods. Again in Ezekiel 28.11 – 19, behind the pride and wickedness of the King of Tyre is the influence of Satan, who had been the anointed cherub, the highest, greatest, most powerful of heavenly creatures but because of pride, and unrighteousness found in him he was cast out of heaven, the holy <<mountain> of <God>>.
In Luke 10.18, when the disciples returned to Jesus elated with success, saying that even demons had been subject to them in Jesus’ Name, Jesus warned them against pride reminding them that He had seen Satan fall from heaven like lightening. Satan was cast out of the highest heaven, but still having access to heaven and operating now in the lower heavens (there are at least three heavens, 2 Corinthians 12. 2, Deuteronomy 10.14, Psalm 148.4, and Ephesians 4.10. Hebrews 4.14).Satan is called the prince of the power of the air (“aer”, atmosphere), Ephesians 2.2. Our struggle is against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places Ephesians 6.12. We are in conflict with spirit powers controlled by Satan bringing spiritual darkness to this world.. Jesus refers to Satan as the ruler of this world (kosmos), John 12.31, 14.30, 16.11, and in 2 Corinthians 4.4 he is called the god of this age who blinds the minds of the unbelieving. Revelation12.10, tells of the time when Satan is cast down  his dwelling in the heavenly places. 

In Hebrew 9.23, taking the illustration from the Old Testament Tabernacle and how the Tabernacle and all its vessels were sprinkled with blood for cleansing and sanctifying, we read that as it was necessary for these which are copies of things in heaven to be cleansed, so the heavenly things have to be cleansed with a better sacrifice, and Christ has entered into heaven itself with His own blood once for all time. The necessity for the cleansing of heavenly things is because they have been defiled by the sin of Satan and his angels. Angels are charged with errors, (Job.4.18), and the heavens are not pure in God’s sight (Job.15.15). Revelation 12.10 describes the time when Satan is driven out of the heavenly places. Salvation, power, and the <<kingdom> of <God>>, the authority of Christ comes into these heavenly places. Salvation extends its victory to the heavenly places. 
Although it was Michael and his angels that fought the dragon Satan, we have the added fact that the “brethren” overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb the word of their testimony, their willingness to die (no fear of death). To me, it seems in this spiritual conflict that Michael’s weapons were these three things done by believers, for “the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses” (2 Corinthians 10.4).

That is not the end, for Salvation is Universal.  We go on to Revelation 19.1, “I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven saying, HALLELUJAH!  SALVATION and glory belong to our God, because His judgements are true and righteous”. The Scripture goes on to describe God’s judgement on <<Babylon>> who was corrupting the earth. Salvation belongs to God and now it is extended to the earth, destroying the evil, as told in the previous chapter which described the destruction of <<Babylon>>. Romans 8.22 tell how the whole of creation is groaning and waiting for this time, for creation had been subjected to futility. 
This proclamation of praise ends with the joyful declaration, “HALLELUJAH! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns”. His kingdom has come, His will is done.  Almighty is a title that belongs to God alone. Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords and He will reign for ever and ever. Heaven and earth are filled with the glory of God, no curse, no tears, no death, no mourning or crying, or pain, the first things are passed away and all things are made new. “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2.14). Salvation  includes the whole of creation in complete transformation.

“SALVATION”  what a glorious word. Isaiah 35 though originally speaking of the return and restoration of <<Israel>> to <<Zion>>, yet its beautiful language takes on significance for the message of the Gospel. “A highway will be there, a roadway, and it will be called  the Highway of Holiness, the unclean will not travel on it”. It will be for him who walks in holiness, the simple will not lose their way, no vicious beast of prey will be found there, The redeemed will walk there, “they will come with joyful shouting to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads: they will find gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away”. The Highway of Salvation, the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame leap, the dumb sing, everyone and everything is transformed. The Highway of Salvation is paved with grace and leads to the golden pavements of glory.   

“The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, that shines brighter and brighter until the full day” Proverbs 4.18.  

John E Burston, May 2006.

Hebrew and Greek translations are taken from “Strong’s exhaustive Concordance” and “Vines expository Dictionary”
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