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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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THE LETTER OF JUDE

INTRODUCTION

Jude is the epistle on apostasy. It is very appropriate nowadays as many churches are subject to false doctrine and practices, and Jude stands as a reminder of the dangers of false teachers and teaching.

Jude divides into four sections

[a]     Introduction. 




verses 1-3

[b]     The apostates position and history.


verses 4-19

[c]     What we ought to do about it as believers.

verses 20-23

[d]     Our confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ.

verses 24-25

This is a very systematic treatment of the subject. It was written by Jude, the name being the Greek form of Judah (Y'hudah). With James (Jacob, Ya'akov), he is one of the half brothers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Both brother’s letters are very Jewish in their style and tone, they are practical and focused on correcting specific problems within the local church, and some references can appear to be obscure at first reading. There are similarities to the Pastoral Epistles, as the theme is the same; the defence of the truth of the historic gospel against the attacks of heretical innovators.    

It also bears many similarities to 2 Peter, from which some believe it draws much of its content. (Note 1). It is clear that one was used by the other, but which is first is still a point of debate, where good scholars differ. Compare Jude 3 - 18, with 2 Peter 2:1-18, and see the parallels. The probability is that clearly not much time elapsed between them. In Jude we have, I believe, the first thought, in Peter the second thought. (Refer A T Robertson, 1933, Vol VI, page 183.)   Mayor and Robertson's conclusion, "feels right", but this is as precise as we can be.  

The heretics appear to be people who combine several eastern philosophies with basic sexual immorality; as Moffatt, 1963, describes them, "an unholy alliance between speculative theosophy and practical immorality".  (Page 220).

Jude speaks like an old Hebrew prophet, and we are directed to remember our place in the affections of the Father, and so correct our lives. This is balanced by the clear judgement message, with what one writer calls, the "whirlwind of his wrath", being held out as the Lord's answer to this sort of evil. (Farrar, IBID, page 227.) 

While Jude's authorship has been questioned, (Note 2), we have good evidence from history that it is as it appears, the work of the Lord's half brother. The early church councils debated this letter thoroughly and were closer to events than we are, and certainly we do not value the opinions of the unbelieving German critics ahead of the church fathers. "What reason have we for rejecting the verdict of Ecclesiastics and theologians of the fourth and fifth centuries, who were well aware of the doubts which had been raised respecting the authority of the letter and after serious and prolonged consideration decided that it possessed full canonical authority." (Plummer, 1896, page 366.) 

Out of interest there are a number of men with the name Jude / Judas / Judah in the New Testament; it was a common name. There was the betrayer, Judas, and the one Judas, not Iscariot, John 14:22. There is Jude of James, Luke 6:6, Jude the Lord's brother, Matthew 13:55, Jude of Galilee, Acts 5:37, Jude of Damascus, Acts 9:11, and, Jude Barsabbas, Acts 15:22.

We know very little about our Jude. Farrar notes, "Even tradition, which delights to furnish particulars respecting the apostles and leaders of the early church is silent about him." During the persecution under Domitian, Jude's grand-sons are brought before the Emperor, as the descendants of the throne of David, and Eusebius (3:20) records that they were poor farmers with only about seven acres of land between them.  (Recorded in Farrar, 1882, page 221 – 225.)    

We are reminded in this story of the ordinariness and simple, even in our terms, economically unsuccessful lives, of the believers within the early church, and also of the cost of discipleship for many of the early Jewish believers. Farrar speaks of, "the simplicity and poverty which continued to the end to be the earthly lot of those who were connected with the Holy family of Nazareth." (Farrar, IBID, page 225.)
It was written to the churches in Palestine in the period 66-69 AD, (Note 3) and combined with the letter to the Hebrews, which also dates from around this time, it was the last warning to the Jewish churches before the Roman war 66 - 71 AD. 

It was a time of political instability, with a series of bad Roman Procurators, and many terrible things were happening in Jerusalem with murder and assassinations becoming daily events, and a general breakdown of law and order. In this environment the Church was not giving the clear witness that the days demanded. In our own troubled days, like those of Jude, we must ask ourselves, are we giving the clear witness to the world that it desperately needs?

There were many people in the church who were teaching false doctrine. They were robbing the Christians of their assurance at the very time when they needed to be confident in the truth. The good news is, the members of the Jewish churches of Palestine heeded this letter, and they correctly acted in accordance with it, and were saved from the great catastrophe that befell the Jewish people in the years of the rebellion.  The church at Jerusalem required the book of Hebrews as it’s last warning a few months or years after this little letter arrived.  Many in that church stayed in the city until it was besieged, and then escaped when the Romans lifted the siege for a brief time in the first few months, but they left with what they could carry only; all their homes were left behind and lost.
Jude quotes from and alludes to both the book of Enoch and the Assumption of Moses. These two non-canonical books have never been accepted as scripture by the church as a whole but were "highly esteemed", by the early church. (Green, 1968, page 49.)   

Our position on this matter is clear; the parts of these two books that are alluded to or quoted from are clearly certified by the Holy Spirit as correct, but that does not mean the whole text of these books is correct. Jude refers to the parts that are true, but as to the rest of them, the church decided they were not up to scriptural standard for truth.

TEXT - JUDE  VERSES 1 - 3

1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied. 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

Verse 1  
This verse brings us face to face with God, Jude sums up the activity of the Godhead that led to our salvation. We are reminded immediately we open this letter that we must be sure of our place as believers, our position in Christ and our calling. Jude is a fundamentalist, this is the fundamentalist epistle; he stands upon the apostolic foundation of historic Christianity. 

Jude tells us to stand here also, to stand in the truth that the early church received from the Holy Spirit, and not to compromise the truth in any way. The foundation of assurance is surety in our knowledge of the stability of the character of God; the Lord is stable in all the characteristics of his nature. He is always, Lord of all, just, righteous, truthful, loving, gracious, full of mercy, all powerful, all knowing, and unchanging; and our salvation depends on his nature not the strength of our faith. Matthew 17:20.

Even though he is the half brother of the Lord Jesus Christ he did not claim anything special because of his family relationship, instead he claims servant hood to the risen Lord. It was the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ that convinced James and Jude of his Messiahship, and they were humbled by their salvation, and bowed before his Lordship. Their physical relationship through Mary was a matter of no consequence to them for they saw that the Lord has no "relatives", only sons and daughters in his grace and through personal faith. He is humble, he is devoted to his Lord, so should we be! Too many believers today get familiar with the Lord. This is a verse, with James 1: 1, that reminds us to be respectful and humble, he is our Lord and our God, and we are sons and daughters under his authority, and must not speak and act arrogantly.

As a servant he classifies himself, like Paul, as a "doulos" or bond slave. There were different classifications of slaves such as the school teaching slave, the tutor and governor as indicated in Galatians. They had responsibilities and certain privileges even though they were slaves or servants but the bond slave had none being available to his master at any time until his death. In addition there was no chance of him being set free. If you are a minister of the Word of God you are a "doulos" for Christ. This is a positive thing however, for we live here to serve, our reward and true position will only be seen in heaven.

They were sanctified by the Father, preserved by the Lord Jesus Christ and called by the Holy Spirit. Instead of the word sanctified most manuscripts have the word loved by the Father. This word incorporates sanctification and could best be translated as constantly loved and sanctified; whichever manuscript reading is correct the meaning is the same, we are loved and saved by the plan and work of God for us. 

We are the recipients off God's love and God's gracious work. We are made something new, becoming permanently objects of our Father's love. Knowledge of the perfect love that God has for us, casts out all fears for our safety and eternal security. Most commentators believe that the original word was the perfect passive participle of "agapao", and this underlines God's character, plan and provision for us.

Preserved is the present passive participle of "tereo" which is a military word meaning guarded or garrisoned by God.  The perfect tense, like that of agapao, shows action in the past that continues forever, passive voice, we receive it. Both of these concepts are summed up in the 23rd Psalm. God's Character is on the line. If God lost us he loses His absolute character. You are perfectly the recipient of God's love. You are called and those He calls He keeps. 

We are set upon the rock, and our eternal position is secure. Every cult tries to undermine believers at this point. On verses like these we as a College stand for the doctrine of "Eternal Security", or as the old Calvinistic theologians called it, "The perseverance of the Saints", and as one wag put it, the "eternal insecurity of the aints". Arminianism, with its doctrinal position that you can lose your salvation, gives you an insecure faith that then leads to emotional swings. Jude says remember your position in Christ, and be stabilised. He cares for you - 1 Peter 5:7, you are kept by his power not your own,  John  6:47, 65, 

Verse 2    
Jude uses the optative mood here which is a mood reflecting his wish or desire for the believers. He wants three things to be multiplied in the believers' lives; mercy, peace and love. "If mercy, peace and love are ever lacking it bespeaks not a stinted supply of grace, but a failure to enter into what is freely bestowed upon all who receive with thanksgiving what our God so delights to give." (Ironside, 1983, page 10). 

Multiplied - "plethuno" is in the aorist passive optative. The aorist tense is a "point of time" tense, and here the meaning is in a cumulative sense, so Jude is saying, "at all points of time in your life my wish is that you should receive, (passive voice), an increase and multiplication in your soul of mercy, peace and love". The passive voice shows that these are ministries of the Holy Spirit.

Mercy - "eleos" – this is the deep desire not to see another person hurt and to look after the best interests of others. It is to give the unbeliever the gospel so that they can be spared the horrors of hell. Mercy reflects on yourself on the basis that if there is something in your life which offends others you will see this and take steps to rectify it.  Mercy cuts both ways, it is a two edged sword that corrects the soul who possesses it, and challenges all it meets to be kind and considerate.

Peace - "eirene" - is peace, tranquillity and prosperity of soul. It is the state of the soul of a believer who is secure in the Lord Jesus Christ. If you know you are secure you have peace of mind. The unbeliever seeks such peace in the insecurities of the evils of the world, and we have the obligation to be like a city on a hill, a lamp on a stand, to show what is possible when a person is under the loving care of the living God.

Love - "agape" - the deep concern for the ultimate well being of others. God alone has this total care for us and we are under his care permanently. If we love others we tell them the truth and share with them the only way out of the emptiness of this world.

Jude is going to contrast these characteristics with the attitudes of the apostates, as it is by the characteristics of a person's life and behaviours that you truly know them. As believers we must be fruit inspectors. Matthew 7. The fruit that is borne is an indicator as to where the person is; either with the Lord, or with the enemy. It is not the dramatic gifts of the Holy Spirit that give a guide, for some of these can be counterfeited by Satan. The only thing that Satan cannot counterfeit is the holiness of the Lord seen through the believer’s life in the fruit of the Holy Spirit within them.

Verse  3 
Be sure of your position firstly, be sure of your own ground, before you take on the enemy. Get your armour on and so be ready for the enemy.

“Beloved” is your title as a believer.  Really celebrate the fact that you are loved of God. We were all saved the same way by grace through faith.  There are no super saints. No one should come in and count themselves as special. We are all members of the royal family of God.  1 Peter 2:9-10.  We are all saved in a common way and so we are all common royalty. We are also workmen studying to show ourselves approved by God. Let us enjoy being workmen. The only place of equality like this is in Christ.

Note the word “needful” - you must not forget that it will always be necessary to stand for the truth. It is needful that you stand for the truth because where error is present it must be faced even if there is going to be trouble. However before you act make sure you are on firm ground. You contend for the faith; not your opinion of the truth! You contend without being contentious, but when you hear of error you do not let the sun go down without opposing it.  

We must always oppose those who distort the Scriptures. Sit down with them and go through the Scriptures with them. Jude hadn't intended to write, he had spent over thirty years as a believer and not written before.   It was the challenge that these false teachers gave that forced him to put pen to paper to authoritatively record their condemnation before he passed on and the judgement fell upon the churches that were led astray. 

"The faith once delivered, needs neither angelic nor human additions. It is perfect and complete and the man of God will refuse all other newer revelations."   (Ironside, 1983, page 12.)
If you have a cultic group in your church the only thing that will give them a chance to reconsider their position is the fruit of the Holy Spirit in your life as you earnestly speak with them. Only with a pure and loving life can you then begin the teaching in that area to show them where they are wrong. They should be asked to examine their own lives and their own motives. If they are contentious but you are holy and loving, you are on solid ground, and the Holy Spirit will be able to work through you and upon them.

The phrase, "once delivered unto the saints" is an important one. The truth of the gospel was once and for all delivered unto the saints.  No one is authorised to change it. Most of the liberal churches fail at this point. The liberals will say that this was all right in the first century but we now know better, we have new information.  That view, Jude says, is false. No additions and no deletions are to be allowed from the Word of God.

"Hapax" is the word used for once and for all. God gave a revelation to the apostles and it stands. What we are writing, Jude states, stands, and do not think that anyone can change it, they can't. No one can come along to correct Paul, John, James or Jude. 

If they say that they are trying to correct the Holy Spirit who made them to write - aorist, passive participle of "paradidomi". It was delivered at one point in time and entrusted to the writers of the Scripture as the authoritative revelation, and it stands until the Lord's return as his word to us, not men's words about God.

APPLICATION

It is not good enough just to believe the Word of God, for the life of the believer must be beyond reproach also. Like James, he states that, "it is not enough to uphold the doctrines of Christ, the behaviour must also commend the truth which the lips proclaim."   (Ironside, 1983, page 15.)     James 1:22-27, 2:14-26.
We live because of God's mercy towards us, and we must operate towards others in the sphere of mercy ourselves. We have received the peace of God that passes all understanding and have the obligation to share this joy with all who will hear of it or wish to know of it. We are loved, and we must be loving. To achieve all this we need the filling of the Holy Spirit, and this involves confession of sin whenever required. What this involves is prompt dealing with any sin in life (1 John 1:9) so that not a shadow comes between us and the Lord and his word and will for our lives.

We are to stand for the faith of the apostles, and argue for that alone; no changes no new policies, just new people and situations to apply the Lord's principles. There is blessing when we do things God's way and trouble when we do things our way!

PARAPHRASE

"Judah (Y'hudah), the bond slave of Jesus Christ, and brother of Jacob (Ya'akov), to them that are permanently loved by God the Father, and eternally guarded by the Lord Jesus Christ; to those who are these called ones. May God's wonderful mercy, and peace be multiplied to you. My beloved ones, when I earnestly used all haste to write to you, I did so because of the nature of the subject; the salvation that is the common experience of us all. It was necessary for me to write to you, and urge and encourage you to strive like an athlete for a gold medal, for our precious faith, which was once for all time entrusted to us through the apostles."

DOCTRINES

GOD:  THE CHARACTER OF GOD

BIBLE:  INSPIRATION

FATHERHOOD OF GOD

ETERNAL SECURITY

ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION

BROTHERHOOD OF BELIEVERS

FUNDAMENTALISM - (Contending for the faith once delivered)

TEXT - JUDE VERSES 4 - 7

4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5  I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7  Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

"It has ever been the object of Satan to secretly introduce evil workers into the assemblies of the saints of God, that thus the simple and the unwary may be deceived and led astray".  (Ironside, 1983, page 16.)
Jude had to write to counter the threat of spiritual saboteurs, spies and terrorists who had crept into the churches and were undermining the faith of believers from within the church itself. All such people are condemned by the Lord as far back as Deuteronomy 13:1-11, where severe judgement is spelled out for all who lead others from the truth. Jude reminds the people of his day and ours that the Bible has many examples of the Lord's judgement upon these evil ones and we are to remember these and take warning from them. He reminds them, and us, of three great apostasies; the angels, the Israelites, and the pagans of the cities of the Plain. To protect ourselves we must hold onto the truth of the gospel message or else we also can become apostates.

We are not followers of a martyr or a hero who died on the cross; rather, we are servants of the risen Lord Jesus Christ, the king of kings and Lord of Lords. The crucifixion must always be looked at in the light of the resurrection, and the two spoken of together, for we serve a victorious Saviour. It is not where you were born or who your parents are, it is whether you are born again that matters eternally.

We have to remember the tremendous riches we have in Christ Jesus, for these evil people will try to rob us of our heritage in Christ. It is because we have this position in Christ that Satan hates us so much and is involved in infiltrating and undermining local congregations, doctrinally, organisationally and any other way he can. Satan hates you! John 15:18-26.  He knows he is doomed, and he hates you because you are saved!  He wants to create misery for you, and this is why he attacks believers so much; he cannot stand a happy and stable Christian.  James 4:7-8, 1 Peter 5:6-9.
Jude talks about the tactics that Satan uses to destroy churches. Satan does not want any of the believers to enjoy the position we have in Christ Jesus. When a person believes and is saved, Satan recognises that he has lost them and that they are not going to spend eternity in the lake of fire with him, but he is going to try and give them as much fire as possible while they are here so that they do not enjoy their position in Christ.

When a believer is out of fellowship he is susceptible to Satanic attack. After they were saved, like the seed of the sower in the Lord's parable, the brambles, of sin and worldliness, have grown up around them and they were choked. Part of the job of the pastor is to use the sword of the Spirit to cut down the brambles but the person concerned also has to do the weeding, and they must sow the seed of the Word into their own life, or there will be no lasting crop for them to harvest except weeds. When someone is saved the battle has not been won completely. You must redouble your efforts with them to bring them through to spiritual maturity thus bringing them through the next section of satanic attack that will come upon them, and warning them to stay alert.

The cause of the fall of most churches and believers into sin, or spiritual uselessness, is found in this book.  The central cause is the lack of biblical application into the fabric of daily life.   Truth must be heard, believed and applied.
Verse 4  
The people who came in unawares came in by the side door. John 10:1-9 is the passage that records the incident that Jude is referring to here. The Lord says that those who come in other than through the door (himself) are thieves and evil men come to kill the sheep. 

The Greek word here is, "pareisdouomai", and is the aorist active indicative. This means, aorist tense, they came in at different points of time, and this is a reality in the church and always will be. They have crept in to stir people up. John 10:10 says that the purpose that Jesus Christ came was that all who believe in him might have life and have it more abundantly.  

All who come through the true door of salvation have that life, but these people don't; for they are not there to enjoy life in Christ but to eat and molest sheep! They are in the local church but they have not come through the door, they have not come through Christ, they are not genuine believers at all, they are “make believers”. They are the wolves and the Lord's words over them are words of judgement and condemnation. We should be as tough as the Lord is over those who enter the church for any other reason than to serve and love him.  Let us spot the “wolves” in sheep’s clothing. Matt 7:13-23.
There are two passages that come to mind in relation to this verse of Jude. The first is 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. Paul pictures these false people as masquerading as followers of Christ, but they are deceitful; they are of Satan, who is able to change into an angel of light. These people, Paul says are not going to come into the church with horns on their heads, tails, and carrying a trident. This is the Greek god Pan and not the Satan of the Bible. We must be careful we do not follow the Hollywood version of the devil rather than the Biblical one. He is the most beautiful creature that God ever created, he looks good and sounds good, and he is not an ugly troll. He is beauty personified and that is the evil of him.

We are to look at the fruit of the lives of those who claim to be great believers and yet cause carnage.  If carnage is in the wake of any person claiming to follow Jesus, we have Jesus words on it, that carnage causer is not a follower of Jesus!
Matthew 7:13-23.  “13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
The second passage relevant here is 2 Timothy 3:1-6.  Here Paul notes that these people look religious but deny the true spiritual power of living faith. These are deceitful people, and from these people all Holy Spirit filled believers are to turn away. They have a form of godliness but have no relationship with God. Behind closed doors their lives are different altogether. These people zero in on women who have unhappy relationships at home which is probably more than 50% of all men and women. If a man is evil he can exploit the unhappiness of another man's wife very effectively. Their ungodliness is rooted in their rejection of the authority and guidance of God in all matters; they act independently and in opposition to God's revealed plan and will.  They work for their own lusts, and produce fruit of the Old Sin Nature, never the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
This is very much a part of the present church scene and this should not surprise you. God forewarned us - "prographo" - He has written before - He has revealed this in His Word many times. We should not judge others but we must be fruit inspectors, you shall know them by their fruit. You therefore have to look at the lives of the people that you are dealing with.  Your life and the spiritual and even physical life of all believers around you depends upon the pastor spotting the wolf before he eats a young lamb.
If you have people in the congregation whose lives are not measuring up to God’s holy standards, there are two possibilities. You are not teaching as you should be teaching, or they are resisting the Holy Spirit, which in itself has two reasons - the person is out of fellowship and needs conviction of sin which the Holy Spirit will bring upon him/her, or he/she is not a believer. If they are unbelievers they may be one of Satan's men in the church and they need to be removed immediately, either by leaving on their own accord, by you removing him, or by the entire church openly targeting them for evangelism getting everyone to pray for him/her.

Check your sheep and if you smell a wolf trust your intuitions, check that there is no wolf in sheep clothing. The men are "asebeis" ungodly - they do not think about God or see him as important in their life even though they talk about Him. At the church social or get together, speak to your sheep in a spiritual manner and in that way sniff out the wolves in the congregation, for they are the ones who do not speak or think of spiritual things in a true manner.   

You are also able to look at your sick sheep when you talk about the Lord. Irrespective of how large your congregation is you will have some of them. Make sure that they do no damage by turning the grace of God into lasciviousness. Here we have sexual sins in view. Just because we are not under the Mosaic Law it does not mean that we do not have standards, we are under the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus.    

If their life is under the control of the Holy Spirit their life will be holy. If a person is going to be an elder or a deacon he must be well spoken of by unbelievers, for unbelievers will spot a phoney even faster than many believers! Take notice of Paul's words in Timothy and Titus; you can legitimately check out the candidate for deacon and pastor with his unbelieving workmates. If they are immoral secretly it will come out in error doctrinally as well; an immoral life will lead to doctrinal error soon enough, if it wasn't based in it to start with.   
Any life out of control, based on gratifying sexual or other sensual needs is a life that is not controlled by the Holy Spirit. Any such person must be challenged in the church, never ignored. For they are either a wayward sheep in need of care and order, or they are a wolf and they will soon strike and lead others astray after them for their own selfish pleasures.

The most evil thing is to pervert something good, and that is what they do, they pervert Grace into immorality. Satan hates the doctrine of God's Grace, for it reminds him of the terrible unforgivable nature of his sin against the love and grace of God. His people, like him, will use grace to cover their sinful lives, claiming they are "forgiven", when the Word of God labels them as "condemned". 

These people claim to be Christians, yet their lives are immoral, by their claim they abuse those who stand for true grace, and thereby bring the very doctrine and the gospel itself into disrepute.   Moral and upright unbelievers who see these libertines are disgusted with their behaviour and associate it with Christianity, and thereby harden their hearts against the gospel that would save them.     

Satan wins a victory by such a strategy, as every time a false view of the gospel is portrayed before men, it becomes harder to give the truth. This is why these false brethren, these wolves in sheep's clothing, must be thoroughly exposed, publicly called evil, and all men and women warned against them as perverters of the truth. Unless they repent and their lives demonstrate the change, the church must expel all whose lives are immoral, lest a false message be given about the nature of the gospel and people are led into confusion about God's holy standards.   Note 4.

Such people, once they have gained a foothold in the church will start to deny the absolute Lordship and saviourhood of the Lord Jesus Christ. They are clever, wily and devious like their master, and so they do not directly reject the Lord, but they place others along side him, and say that there are many ways to heaven, many lords and many gospels, many like Jesus, and we should be open to others views. 

They preach the "spirit of tolerance", but they lie, for in this matter there can be no tolerance, for to be in error on this matter is to be lost forever! This shows they are Satan's people for their views imperil the gospel message and lead people to hell.

Jude is aware of the shock that is going to happen to those who read this. He says that you once knew these things but you have forgotten, you have become lax in your thinking. When you have been in a good church for a number of years you can relax too much and your guard comes down, and you no longer stand for the truth of God's word and compromise on holiness brings evil results. He is now going to give some examples, so we can see how God intends us to apply these principles.

Verse 5   
The first incident Jude draws on is a Jewish one (appropriate for his Jewish readers), it is the rebellion of Israel at Kadesh-barnea in the Exodus. The story is told in Numbers 14. The Jews sent spies into the land whereas they were told to go in themselves. Ten of the twelve spies came back with panic, two with the Word of God and the people still panicked, they stopped trusting God and got their eyes on giants, they fell into fear and they all died under God's judgement. They were all believers but they panicked. Numbers 14:26ff. 
The message from the Lord is clear. Whatever is not of faith is sin! - Romans 14:23. The people perished because they refused to believe the word of the Lord and obey his commands. The sin of unbelief is a serious one; if God says trust and obey, he means, you can trust him and you must obey his word!

One of the first lessons we should learn as believers is that we can fall into apostasy; apostasy is simply falling into unbelief and leaving the path of God and going astray into alternatives. Such a path is dangerous and may lead to ultimate punishment. The ten spies who brought back bad reports died immediately and the people that listened to them all died over the next forty years. Jude therefore shows how important it is to deal with apostates, and reject apostasy. God will not tolerate faithlessness. If you allow apostasy in the church you will have maximum discipline. This is probably why ministers have the greatest numbers of breakdowns as they are under maximum divine discipline.

Verse 6  
Here we go to Genesis 6, and 2 Peter 2:4, which gives the main reason for the flood. Satan sent demons to the earth to seduce human beings and by sex between the two groups he aimed to destroy true humanity. God stopped this with the flood, saving the one family not contaminated, and believing his word. Here demons fooled people in the area of sex. Sexual sin and sexual temptation are still areas which Satan uses to destroy and undermine believers and unbelievers. Set your guard against temptation in this area.   Note 5.   

Verse 7 

Homosexuality, bestiality, and child abuse (all covered by the word “ekpornea”) are identified as “evils” and Jude makes clear that they here are a satanic operation.  All things that undermine the divine institutions of marriage and the family are evils, as they undermine the plan of God for mankind and all people involved in these things are involved in evil. God is against such things and the judgement of God is against such people, if they reject the gospel of salvation, and persist in their immoral practises. 

In 1 Corinthians 5 where a believer was having an incestuous relationship with his step-mother the church was not taking it seriously enough. On Paul's instruction he was thrown out of the church and was not allowed back until he had dealt with that sin. In 2 Corinthians he was to be brought back into the church as a repentant and changed man.  This is the reminder to us that things condemned as “evil” do not “damn” the person, for repentance and change in life is possible and restoration is then encouraged.
Homosexuality is going after, "other flesh" than God designed, and like the men and women who had sex with demons before the flood, crossing God's boundaries for sex is forbidden. Men are biologically made for sex with women and visa versa.  We were not made for sex with the same sex or with other animals, or creatures like angelic beings. To reject God's created plan is to insult God and reject his way and go after the way of Satan.  It is to say you know better than the creator, and to do this you have joined the enemy’s camp and will receive the judgement of all who reject the Lord and side with Satan.   

Jude places the Homosexual, the child abuser and the person having sex with animals in the same moral place, and he urges them to repent of their decisions making.  In case others are revolted at the thought of their sins, he reminds the church that they must be allowed back into the church once they have recognised their sin and repented from it. If they started practising it again they were ejected because the church must have God's standard.  God’s standard is unchangeable, and when men or women break it they are to be disciplined by separation from fellowship, but when they repent they are always to be forgiven and restored.   Grace is behind the instructions here, and the truth that such sexual preference choices are indeed “choices” not biologically determined and so excusable.
If the church lowers its standard the church no longer has God’s message. By calling homosexuality a disease or an inherited genetic defect, we deprive the homosexual of all hope.  Each of these behaviours is a choice and as such it can be remade, and rejected.   People have different desires and weaknesses, but to give into them is sin.  God’s standard remains stable throughout the ages of history. Immoral acts are sins that can be forgiven in Christ, and through the working of the Holy Spirit the old, sinful way of life can be abandoned and a new one established (Isaiah I:18; 1 John 1:7; 1 Corinthians 6:9,11). God's answer to sexual immorality is in the hope filled command to repent and be changed in Christ Jesus. (1 Corinthians 7:1-9).

APPLICATION

Beware of infiltrators! How seriously we need to take this warning, for the more active we are for the truth the more vehement will be Satan's attempts to plant his people in the church to undermine it from within. Audit your congregation, and act on any reported unholiness that brings the Lord's name into disgrace.

Sexual immorality is always evil, and tends to be an indication of a person who has strayed far from the truth before they fell into the sexual sin. Homosexuality is just one sexual perversion, alongside all others. They are all condemned because they insult God's plan which puts a boundary for sex against such practises. The sin of disobedience is the one that leads to the others, and so Satan can use the foolish believer who strays away from the path, but he also uses his own people here, and they are most dangerous. 
Any hint of the denial of the only saviourhood of the Lord, and his unique position and Lord of Lords must be investigated and acted upon.  Such people will destroy the faith of many if left in the assembly.

God judges immorality and all who claim to be his and yet reject his words. All unnatural acts are evil. They are defined as such because they violate the plan and purpose of God as he laid them out as the creator. Any rejection of God's plan for man, as spelt out in the scriptures is evil; such rebellion against the clear policy of God places such a rebel in the company of the fallen angels, the condemned Israelites, and the people of Sodom. God has standards and they are not changeable; we stand for the truth and it does not change.

Ask yourself believer.  Do you have protocols for behaviour that keep you safe from sexual immorality? Do you place yourself in situations where you may be in temptations way? We are challenged by this passage to keep ourselves safe. This may mean you do not have any private fellowship with members of the opposite sex lest you be tempted or others led astray by your example. Many men and women can fall into sexual temptation after business lunches; this ought not to happen!    Let us adopt safe protocols for behaviours that keep us safe and ensure we do not lead ourselves into mischief or others in temptation.
PARAPHRASE

"A certain sort of man has infiltrated into the church, as an enemy agent, and you have not spotted them.    These people were written down as condemned long ago, ungodly men, perverting the nature of grace into immorality, and denying the saviourhood and lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ. For this reason I want you to remember the truth, for you once knew it! The truth is (the truth of judgement), that the Lord having saved his people out of Egypt, later destroyed those who kept on rejecting the truth. Likewise also (he judged) the angels who did not guard their status and position, and fell; these are kept guarded in chains until the last judgement. Also, (look at) Sodom and Gomorrah, and the five cities of the plain around them, for they sinned in a similar manner. They indulged themselves in excessive and unnatural immorality, lusting after unnatural sex, and so they are laid out before us, as a corpse, as an example of the eternal judgement of God's penalty against such rejection of his standards."
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8  Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise  dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 9  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 10  But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

"The profane libertines allow themselves to speak evil of dignities in a way which even as archangel did not venture to adopt in rebuking Satan.  It is a very strong argument afortiori." (Plummer, 1896, page 419.)

We have Scripture as our example, and we are to take its examples seriously. Even Satan is to be treated with respectful words, as a higher created being to us. This may seem strange to our modern ears, but the reason is based in the vital principle of the creation, and God's order is not to be broken or insulted. The angels were created superior to us and, while we in Christ have a superior position to them now, we are not to usurp a superiority we do not have in and of ourselves. The angels, elect or fallen are not to be insulted, or abused in any way. We will one day judge them and destroy the fallen angels, 1 Corinthians 6:3, but until that day we are to follow Michael's example, and recognise that our superiority rests in our position with our Saviour, and his rebuke alone is appropriate for the angels, and for Satan.

Verse 8   
Jude calls these false teachers "the filthy dreamers". By using the word for dreamers, he indicates that these people are like the pagan mystics who dream dreams and spin fantasies. They claim to have wonderful things to tell us, but they are not in touch with reality and to listen to them is to enter a world that does not tally with reality!  Beware of those who have dreams and visions yet their lives are not holy. Many people go around being big on dreams and visions but small on holy lives and obedience to Bible teaching.

"Filthy dreamers" have no respect for authority or for leadership in the church. They think they are super spiritual - their lives are a mess but they are apparently having visions and dreams, so they believe they are special, and above the rules that "lower" status believers have to live by. You cannot be polite to a filthy dreamer; they are to be corrected and if they will not be obedient to the word rejected from the fellowship.

A minister must be tough on this according to the Scriptures because God's standard must be kept. Learn from history, even the archangel respects authority. When a pastor will not listen to a dreamer, the dreamer will run down the pastor. The reason is clear; they accept their experience above the Word of God, where-as the true believer corrects their experience by the Word of God.    

Verse 9  
Even when Michael was contending with Satan over the body of Moses he recognised the authority that belonged to Satan. The Lord rebuke you he said. This story is alluded to in scripture but not directly contained in our Bible. Deuteronomy 34:5,6, Zechariah 3:1. While we do not accept Rabbinic tradition as all true, the Rabbinic commentary on Deuteronomy 34: 6 (Rabbah 11:12), is by Jude's inclusion of it here certified by the Holy Spirit as true and scriptural.

The apostate here is not a believer who has ceased to be a believer but is one who has come in and seemed to be like a believer, or one that has known the truth but rejected it and walked away and has continued to live in error. They are "make believers" who, knowing the truth are wilfully rejecting it. These people are dangerous, as they know the truth and are therefore more effective at undermining the church. They raise experience up above Scripture, and once what we "feel", or think we have dreamed, becomes the standard for truth we have no stability in life at all.

These apostates worm themselves into churches, sneaking in through the back door. They have no respect for any sort of authority, the authority of God's Word or the authority of the pastor, elders or deacons. These people are led by their lusts, and they hold their views more precious than God's word. In Galatians 5 Paul makes it clear that you are either walking under the power of the Holy Spirit or in the power of the Old Sin Nature (OSN). 

The apostate of course must walk under the O.S.N. The inner corruption of these people's lives will eventually come out, but once they are identified, action must be taken against them lest they destroy others. It is important as pastors you spot this before the rotten fruit becomes visible to all, for by then it will be too late. If you do not sort these people out you will have a lot of your weakly and sick sheep slaughtered by them. You will be unpopular opposing these people, for many of your sheep will not see their danger until they have grown up further, but you must act on God's word not desire for popularity.

Verse 10  
Just like the people of Noah's day, the evil inhabitants of Sodom, and the Israelites of the Exodus generation, the "apostates" of Jude's day kept right on with Satanic policy and demonstrated their ignorance by their words. So it remains true until our own day; those who place their opinions above God's word do and will continue to exult their ideas above the revelation of God.  Refer 2 Peter 2:12 for the parallel verse.

APPLICATION

Too many believers today have been led astray by extremes within the modern Pentecostal movement and they are speaking "against" Satan and the fallen angels, saying insulting things against Satan and getting good laughs from their congregations by so doing. This is condemned by this passage. We are to say nothing about Satan or the demons that is not said by the Word of God. We are to pray that the Lord will keep us from their attacks and from all evil, and pray with confidence for the Lord's judgement upon them all.  Put your armour on daily and stand against the devil, but do not insult any angels/demons, just oppose the evil ones with the Word of God.
Satan's men think they ought to be the pastor, not you. Jude said that the only thing these people are expert in is their old sin nature and they follow this like slaves. Let the Word deal with them as you preach it directly and systematically.   As a pastor you must confront them and contend for the faith. If you do not stop the wolves you will have the sheep ripped apart right, left and centre. Get doctrine right in your own life and in the life of your congregation. Sexual immorality is to be fled from, and so is any disrespect towards Satan; he and his strategies are to be respectfully feared and avoided.  

When confronting any demonic force indwelling a person you are best to refer to any demon as “Sir” in all your orders to that being.  1 John 4:4 does not mean we abuse – we respectfully order the demons to leave in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords.
PARAPHRASE

"In the same manner as the Sodomites, in spite of the clear warnings given, these people are so out of touch with reality that they keep on defiling and staining their bodies with sin, rejecting the Lord's authority as Lord over them, and keep on speaking blasphemies against the godly angels. But even Michael, the archangel, when disputing with Satan about the body of Moses, as he was arguing, did not dare to make any reproachful attack on Satan (by charging him with blasphemy). Rather he said, the Lord rebuke and judge you. But these (people today) keep on speaking blasphemies concerning things they have no knowledge of, speaking only from their base instincts, as irrational animals, and in their words they receive destruction upon themselves."
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11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 12  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

"Strictly speaking there are but two religions in the world; the true, that is, of God's appointing, and the false, the product of man's own mind." (Ironside, 1983, page 31.)

Verse 11   
Jude refers to three apostates, Cain, Balaam, and Korah. Each one gives you an insight into the motivation of the apostate and is a good example to us of what we need to oppose and avoid. These three think they can do things their way and impress God but they are following their own lusts. These three give us the insight into God's standards, and our own sinful natures.   Cain had lust to power, and lacked love and affection. Balaam had lust for money, and lacked devotion to the will of God and the Lord's truth. Korah had power lust, a spirit of rebellion against the legitimate authority set up by God for the government of Israel.  Let us learn from them, and stay as far away from those like them, and in our behaviour be as far from their hearts as is possible.
Each man mentioned here is a good study of rebellion; they provide a three sided portrait of apostates so that we may better spot them in advance. Ironside refers to, "the unholy trinity of Apostasy. The way of Cain is false religion.  The error of Balaam is false ministry. The gain saying of Korah is false worship and rebellion against Christ's authority." (Ironside, 1983, page 37.)

The key to understanding apostasy is to see its twin root; pride and lust. Apostasy, at its heart, is the belief by a mere mortal that they can, "do great things for God", that they, in their own human strength, are able to impress God by their deeds. True faith, on the other hand, is identified by the belief, behaviour, and attitude of grace, humility and Holy Spirit empowered service, for the true believer realises that they are, by themselves, incapable of pleasing God in anything. Let us examine each of these three men that Jude selects as examples of apostates.

Cain - Genesis 4  - Cain is the religious apostate who rejected the necessity of the blood sacrifice and probably is the best representation of the liberal minister nowadays. Cain did not believe that man was a sinner in need of a Saviour and stressed that man was created in the image of God, and could bring to God the fruit of his own work and be accepted.   He believed that he was only one generation away from God, and therefore accepted in and of himself, through his relationship with Adam. God does not have grand-children, nor does he accept us in the creation as anything more than "fallen creatures".     

Cain found the whole concept of the "fall" and sin repugnant. He felt that the blood sacrifice was uncouth and felt superior to his brother Abel and that the work of his own hands would be acceptable to God. Cain was an exponent of natural religion, rather than revealed religion. He stands as an example of, human good, rather than divine good, man's works rather than God's work. 

Liberals today teach the goodness of man and that we just need to be made a little nicer. Cain brought his offering in a sincere manner, within his false religious belief system, thanking God that he had been made so nice and that he had been able to produce all these good things from the ground. It was therefore a thanks offering but in God's Word you do not bring a thanks offering before you bring a sin offering as you are not worthy to bring anything to God unless you have brought a sacrifice for sin. 

Cain therefore rejected the notion of a sin barrier between God and man. He was sincere, but he was sincerely wrong! Many people today think that all that is required is sincerity; this is false. What God demands of us is truth and obedience to his revealed standards.

In liberal colleges they talk about the God of all nations, the universal fatherhood of God, and the brotherhood of all mankind. They do not accept the sinfulness of all men and just try to be nice. They consider that God is just a good father in the sky who will pat us all on the head in the end saying that we did well. We tried and in the end, that is what matters. This view is evil and wrong. Cain was a nice fellow until he was convicted of his wrongdoing. Then in the murder of his brother we see what evil will do to a man who fools himself into thinking that he is O K.  

A good example of this today are pacifists who will march against war and violence, but if they are resisted become the most violent and angry people you could ever meet. A pacifist will almost kill you if you oppose them as a military officer.  The total contradiction of an animal rights protester killing a farmer who opposes them is understood when we look deep into the soul of rebellion that is Cain.
When God convicted Cain of sin his anger came out together with bitterness and hatred towards his brother. He said to God, in effect that, if he wanted a blood sacrifice he would provide one in the form of his brother Abel who he proceeded to kill by cutting his throat with a sacrificial knife. Liberalism looks nice but when faced with the truth its true nature will jump out. "In Jewish tradition Cain had become the type of self seeking men as well as of sceptics who refused to believe in any moral retribution or in the afterlife."  (Moffatt, 1963, page 238.)
The second apostate mentioned is Balaam - Numbers Chapters 22-25 - where he is shown as a money hungry religious man. He knew enough about God to know that God was morally pure, but he tried to push the line of what was permissible, to try to earn money as well. He tried to use his spiritual knowledge to gain money by getting Israel cursed. He finally knew he couldn't curse Israel, but he knew that if they were tempted into sexual immorality then they would come under the curse of God. He therefore advised the enemy as to the strategy that would lead to Israel being judged by God, while apparently keeping his hands "clean".   He was a pious fraud; preaching holiness but counselling immorality and making money from it as a prostitute's pimp would.

Balaam knew some doctrine but did not understand the nature of God's grace and the action of this graciousness regarding His own. If a person pushes holiness but does not portray grace in their life or talk about it you may be looking at a religious apostate. Many people will use the subject of holiness for their own ends. There are people who can talk about holiness and make you think they are saints yet they are living immoral lives, or helping others to hell by their counsel.

The second thing he did not know was his position before God. First of all he tried to curse Israel but God would not allow him. He then gave Balak some advice to the effect that if you want to destroy Israel you have to separate them from God's blessing and put them under the sin unto death and then God will do it for you. He told Balak to send his most beautiful women to seduce the young men of Israel and have sex with them. After that they should be invited down to the temple to worship the pagan gods.  By getting the men of Israel into immorality and idolatry Balaam knew he would bring judgment upon Israel!
By immorality you compromise the man and you follow this with religious idolatry. God will then deal with Israel. God does not like immorality or religious apostasy. For this information Balaam received a fortune from Balak, and for a while it worked until Phineas got to work with his javelin and Balaam died. Balaam knew the truth but the truth did not get to know him.  He made money out of spiritual things, to "consume it upon his lusts", (James 4 : 3), and there are still people in the church nowadays who use their faith for money making purposes, for selfish lustful reasons.

The third person was Korah who had two friends/relatives Dathan and Abiram.  Korah was a power hungry religious apostate, and like most who have this weakness they will find others to share their lust for power and position.   In your ministry you will meet all three of Satan's men. 

Korah was the type of person who wants the pastor at his beck and call, and who believes he is “called” to be just as “special” as the pastor, and is able to do what the pastor does. There is no spirituality in them, their only desire for power or position. Korah pushed Moses and Aaron aside and then started ministering in worship.   He seized the office of priest which was not his and he was judged by God. 

There is always a danger that a person will usurp a position that the Lord has not given him. All this type of apostate think that they are God's gift to the church.   

This man, like all lust dominated people is disqualified from leadership under the provisions of the first letter of John because he has no love for the brethren. 1 John 3:11-24, 4:6-13.  Also, refer John 13:15-16. A servant attitude is required for a person to hold any leadership position in a local church. 1 Peter 5:6. If God wants you in a position He will raise you up, do not politic for votes.  Satan's people tend to push for positions. If someone is pushing for a position it is usually a good indication that they should not get it.  Recognise them, identify them and deal with them.

Verse  12  
This describes apostates in the church or believers in a continuously carnal state. "To the heavenly calling they are strangers, hence their aim and object is to advance their own interests in this world." (Ironside, 1983, page 39.) 

The love feast was an agape meal held in conjunction with the communion service. For the evening service they would meet as a church and have a shared meal first in the ancient world. They met after breakfast at 5 in the morning (as Sunday was not a day of rest in the Roman Empire) and they would worship before they went to work. But after dark they would gather for a longer service, and they would have a love feast with the members of the church gathering the food together and sharing a meal together. After the agape they would have a communion service followed by a teaching service. 

The apostates would be there for the evening service; wherever there is free food and fellowship these people love to gather. The Greek word used to describe them is "spilos" meaning spots. This is a hidden shoal of rocks close to the shore that a boat will strike and sink. You are just about at the shore when you hit the rocks, you are saved but you suffer great loss to all your cargo on your ship. 

This is what apostates do in the church. 2 Peter 2:13. They cannot affect the salvation of the believer but they can rob them of eternal rewards by shipwrecking their lives and witness. They rob people of eternal reward by side tracking them from their legitimate service and destroy the spirituality of those who are influenced by them.

They are said to have no fear, that is, they have no respect for God or His Word, no fear of judgement, and they reject the authority of anyone other than themselves.

The third thing that is said of them, is that they are like a cloud without water, they look good from the distance, as if they will bring needed rain, but they have nothing in them. They look and speak well but they have no substance. They promise great things but produce nothing.

The fourth thing that describes them is that they are trees whose fruit has withered, and come to nothing. Literally it is a tree in autumn, but rather than being fruitful it has withered and has no fruit. From a distance it looks as if it has something on it but there is no fruit, or bad wizened up fruit, once you arrive. These apostates are like that; they are both sterile and useless.  They will not satisfy you and they will let you down, but will also cause you to get a disease if you eat what they produce.   

Like the poor vines in John 15, they will be torn up by the roots, and burned, with no trace of them left and they will be placed in the Lake of Fire. As a minister, facing these people, you have to hang in there under the pressures they will bring upon you, for in the end these people will be plucked up by the roots. Compare this passage with 1 Corinthians 11:20-22, Matthew 3:10, 7:19, 13:29, 15:13, Luke 13:6-9, John 15:2-6, 2 Peter 1:8, 2 Peter 2:13 -17.

In Proverbs 25:14, such people are described as, those who boast of gifts that they fail to give, being like clouds and wind without rain. The true believer is always a "refreshment" to all they meet, the false brethren are shown to be false by their lack of production of anything other than confusion.   

Verse 13   
Eternally you are secure, but as "make believers", they are not. You have a place in heaven, due to your position in Christ, they have a place in hell, due to their following of Satan's policies. 

Even though they appear to be winning now, they will lose in eternity. "To the heavenly calling they are strangers; hence their aim and object is to advance their own interests in this world."   (Ironside, 1983, page 39.) 

They are full of sound and fury, but they signify nothing! They look powerful and mighty, but it is earthly power and earthly wisdom and it has no significance against the power and majesty of God. Even though they behave as if they are a big raging wave of the sea, they will hit the rock, and you are on the rock. They will be foam on the beach, and like waves in a storm, cause destruction to all who are exposed on the beach, and also they will carry all the flotsam and jetsam of the sea. 

The picture Jude uses is of a garbage filled wave spewing its rotten seaweed onto the beach, or against the rock. They are full of shameful things; their lives contain many disgusting evils. Just as you don't see what is in a wave until it breaks over a rock or upon a beach, just so with these people. It is only as they break on the rock that you see what was in them all along, and they are full of garbage!

Verse 14   
This is a quote from the apocryphal book of Enoch that is not part of Holy and Inspired Scripture. The fact that Jude quotes this part shows us that the book of Enoch records this accurately, but this quote does not mean that the entire book is canonical, or correct in any other part of it. Jude' s message (as Enoch's was) is, God is coming to judge and will end all apostasy. These evil ones will be dealt with and swept away. God is in control, and he will judge the evil, but if they are still active, it simply means that he hasn't moved against them yet!   

We must claim Romans 8:28, in such situations, and look for the good that can come as we confront evil directly. The debates about the validity of quoting Enoch fill many commentaries. Ironside's point is a good one regarding these commentaries. "The source of Jude's information as to this prophecy is not given.   Criticism has busied itself to find out, but all to little purpose and certainly to no profit."   (Ironside, 1983, page 44.)
Verse 15  
These people are ungodly in all their ways, both immoral and anti-God in their beliefs and practises. Four times Jude uses the word for ungodly, to underline the evil of these people and the certainty of the Lord's visiting judgement on them. All they say and do will be visited upon them.

APPLICATION

Like the apostates of Jude's day the apostates of our own need to be identified quickly and dealt with promptly. "Like Cain they were devoid of love. Like Balaam they were prepared in return for money to teach others that sin did not matter. Like Korah they were careless of the ordinances of God and insubordinate to church leaders." (Green, 1968, page 173.)   Once we spot such people we need to deal with them by thorough church discipline.

 Do we train our fellow believers to put on their armour against such people? Do we take their threat seriously, or do we let them stay within the church and hurt the weak? Paul tells us as firmly, as Jude does, Ephesians 6 - the whole armour of God must be put on, for only it will allow us to stand against the wiles of the devil, and his people.  We stand on the rock and we must stand well armed against the attacks of these evil people.

Believers must be warned about and against these evil people, and from the pulpit they should be identified and dealt with. Vigilance is the price of our Christian freedom, and we are to stand firm against all who would rob believers of their hope.

PARAPHRASE

"Doom and destruction to these men!    For they have travelled in life along the pathway of Cain, they have been driven (by their lusts) into greed for monetary rewards, and are destroyed in their rebellious spirit like Korah (was). These are hidden reefs in your love feasts, sitting there and eating as if all is well, without shame or fear of judgement! They are like clouds that promise water but have nothing in them, being pushed around by the breezes. They are like trees in late autumn, without fruit and dead, fit only to be pulled up by their roots for burning. Like wild untamed waves , foaming the filth of the sea  out from them, to their shame. Like shooting stars, (they flash across the sky and are gone), the gloom of eternal darkness is kept in judgement for them forever. Enoch, also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, behold the Lord comes, with ten thousands of his saints, to make judgement upon them, to convict them of their evil deeds, their evil words and godless lives; (all that they have spoken against God will be visited on them)."
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TEXT - JUDE VERSES 16 - 21

16  These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and  their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration  because of advantage. 17  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the  apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 18  How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 19  These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

"When-ever a man gets out of touch with God he is likely to begin complaining about something. To grumble and moan is one of the distinguishing marks of man without God." (Green, 1968, page 178.)
Verse 16   
Jude shows that the apostates are murmurers and create an under tone in the church by their negative attitude. They follow lusts of power, revenge, money, approbation, influence, and sexual lusts. They boast about themselves, and their words are carefully crafted for the effect they want them to have on the listeners. They do not care for truth only the effect on the people they target. They have all the "right words", to get the desired effect, but they simply cover their own pride and lust. They cultivate and target people because of the advantage that may come to them from these people. They are like their master, Satan, cunning, to use and abuse the sheep.

In these verses Jude shows that there is little possibility of the apostates being converted, therefore your concern must be for the sheep they target to fleece. The apostates reject their "place" in the world and God's will for them. In their arrogance they seek a higher place than they are fit for. 

This arrogance is the same as Satan's pride when he fell. He sought to lift himself up, Isaiah 14:12-18, and the Lord cast him down. Just so it will be with these men. They claim to be great believers, yet they are far away from, 1 Peter 5:6, 7. Humility before God and his plan is unknown to them for they are soulish men, not spiritual at all. 

"The deification of humanity and the humanising of deity in the minds of men is the natural outcome of all this." (Ironside, 1983, page 49.) "They rebelliously reject the plain commands of God and yet servilely cringe to the humours and caprices of their fellow men."   (Plummer, 1896, page 445.)
Verse 17  
The Lord warned that the weeds would be allowed to grow with the wheat until the harvest.   Matthew 13:25-40. Many will come before him saying what great deeds of healing, exorcism and the like were performed in His name but the Lord will say to them, "Depart from me I never knew you", because they were working under false power.   Matthew 7:21-23. They are working under the false gospel which is not a "Gospel", at all. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17. The mystery of iniquity already works amongst the church.   Believers often do not want to face these nasty things, but for their safety they must. It is a sad fact of human psychology that most people would rather believe good things than bad about people, and every confidence trickster trade on that fact.    

Why do we not see evil? The truth is as close as our own old sin nature; we do not want to throw stones at others as we are very sensitive ourselves about our own sins. Can you not see from this how vital it is to ensure that you deal with sins? Every sin that exists unconfessed within you makes it less likely that you will see and deal with (avoid, or warn others), the sins in others. You should see people as they are and not be naive; there is no excuse, for we have the words of the apostles to guide us. Note 6.

Verses 18-19    
Here we have more characteristics of the apostates. These verses give us good guidance, so that if these sorts of people exist in a church they may be spotted quickly and identified as suspicious and possibly apostates. It is unlikely that you will find any person with all characteristics present, but from the fifteen or more in this letter there is enough evidence that can help you pull away from such people before they injure you and your witness. Ignorance of these verses makes the believer vulnerable; apostates can only target those who are not fore-warned and armed with information. Refer Romans 16:17,18, Philippians 3:18, 19.

In the last days, Jude says, there will be mockers, people who walk after their ungodly lusts, people who separate themselves (or make divisions amongst the people of God), people who are sensual, those who do not have the Holy Spirit. Let us look at each of these characteristics, as well as the earlier ones (ten in all).     

Firstly remember the meaning of the phrase, "the last days". It refers to all the period of time since the resurrection and ascension of the Lord. The last days begin when the Lord ascends to heaven; we live in the time of the count down to the end of human history on the earth.

[a] Murmurers. They are grumblers about everything; they cannot be satisfied. These people are known by the realisation that they can never be satisfied, any changes you make to meet their demands will be met by new demands.

[b] Complainers. They are not happy with their lot in life, and reject the plan of God for them, wishing for a higher place or role, but they lack the ability and/or gifting to fulfil the tasks they seek to do.

[c] They live according to the standards of their desires. They do not accept the absolute standards of God's Word, rather the relativistic standard of their desires and thoughts, and experiences.

[d] They speak great swelling words. They are arrogant in their speech and speak to sound important; their accent, intonation of voice and the words they choose indicate that they are phoney. They sound too good to be true. As one wise man said, If a person sounds too good to be true it is probably because they are a phoney.

[e] They spot people and target them to take advantage of them, either because they are weak and able to be used, or because they are wealthy or powerful in influence and having them as "friends" will advance their interests.

[f] Mockers - "empaiktes" - these are people who laugh when they should be thoughtful, they mock things that are serious. The truth is lost in the presence of those who indulge in laughter when thought is called for. If a person responds to a doctrine with a joke they have robbed others of that doctrine. They should be challenged regarding this. If they continue to mock you must deal with them, as if they are apostates.

[g] Walkers after ungodly lusts - the word means that they walk on a journey and set a pattern for their lives on ungodliness. They do not care about God. He is left out of their lives.

[h] They separate themselves and cause divisions. "Apodiorizo" - they make divisive boundaries between themselves and others and create a faction. The division is normally on the basis of pride and therefore indicate that they are superior from the people they are separating from. When the Spirit is moving in the Christians life you want to associate with other Christians, and so by their attitude of superiority they indicate they are apostates. The person who is constantly wanting to disassociate themselves from other believers, who love the Lord, is likely either to be an apostate or a carnal believer.

[i] Sensual - "psuchikos"; which means natural, unregenerate, or soulish. These people live exactly like all unbelievers (because they are mostly unbelievers), having no spiritual discernment. During the week they live like unbelievers but on Sunday they make a great effort and put on their Sunday face and clothes. This is one of the reasons why those who stand for deacon or pastor should be tested by inquiring of their unbelieving workmates as to their opinion of them. A number of Christians go into the workplace with a big Bible under their arm but no witness except to their hypocrisy. If you are living soulishly your spiritual life will be under question, for the spiritual man or woman will have spiritual fruit in their life and spiritual discernment in their speech.

[j] They do not have any evidence in their lives that they are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The Word of God is clear on this matter, they that have not the Holy Spirit are none of His - Romans 8:9-13. The only sign that they have the Holy Spirit is that they have a holy life, the fruit of the Holy Spirit in their daily walk through the world. The holy life does not mean speaking in tongues, or doing miracles, for all these may be counterfeited!  It is love, joy, peace, patience, and a hunger for the Word and godly actions that we seek if we want an accurate audit of any life.
Verses 20-21 
The behaviours of the true believer are now contrasted to the lives of the apostates. What do we do about the presence of these people in the church? The first point is that we do not get distracted by them! We warn others against them, we expel them from the fellowship once we have identified them, and we strengthen ourselves in the truth. The first thing we do is, in fact, to look at ourselves and be strong in the Lord and keep serving the Lord. You are beloved, but they are apostate. 
Your growth depends on you feeding on God's Word, believe it, apply it in your life, growing spiritually upon the foundation of our most holy faith. That foundation is the grace and mercy and love of God for us. "A definite command follows; keep yourself in the love of God. Mark that, it is not keep God loving you!" (Ironside, 1983, page 54.) "To be conscious of being beloved by God is one of the great protections that the believer can possess." (Plummer, 1896, page 457.)
Jude uses the word "holy" - "hagios" - and this means set apart for service. In combination with this he mentions prayer, and that is appropriate for the two go together where faith is genuine. Praying in the Spirit means that the person should pray under the control of the Holy Spirit.  Ephesians 6:18. This does not mean speaking in tongues it means praying in fellowship with the Holy Spirit, in obedience to the revealed word of God and with sins dealt with in life. 
As you feed on God's Word you learn more about God's policy. In your prayer life you will repeat it back to God so that it becomes a reality in your life, and fellowship with the Lord so that it becomes a living part of you. You talk about God's will for your life, to God, in your prayers.

Keep yourself in the love of God, live in the sphere of God's love. His banner over you is love. Protect yourself by being occupied with Christ giving thanks to Him as you walk through the day. When you face temptation you resist by looking at the Cross, and reminding yourself of his love for you.

We are also to be looking in keen expectation for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. You are to spend eternity with Him; remember that and in time resist the temptation now to sin. Start enjoying living with Him now, let the sure expectation of the future change the power of the present temptation.

In verse 21 Jude looks both ways to find the source of strength for the believer. We should let the past change us as well as the future. You have a faith that rests in what has happened and a faith in what will happen. 

Both realities stabilise us in the truth and provide a focus for us in each moment of each day. "It was by flagrant disobedience that the false teachers had fallen out of love with God, and thus inevitably, with men as well." (Green, 1968, page 185.) To ignore the Word and worse to oppose it will lead to a self centeredness that has apostasy at its end point.

APPLICATION

The apostates practise politics, they target influential or weak people and speak to them; they craft their messages and conversations to secure personal advantage. This sort of "ministry technique" is the devils own.    If you do this as a minister your ministry is finished. You are called to preach the word and the Lord will raise up people to support you, so just do your job and wait for the Lord’s provision. As pastor you are navigator of the ship, you need to look out for these crowd pleasers and never seek to copy them, and be the example to those who look to Jesus for their praise.

Believers are fooled many times by apostates in the church because they are not ready for them. They do not expect to be led astray in the church. The Lord and the apostles warned about Satan's tactics in the church. The main opposition for believers is from within the church, while the places of ill repute can be the source of your converts.

We must ensure we know the full counsel of God's Word so that we are never out foxed by the apostates. We must have these ten characteristics well applied in our minds so that we "sense", these people before they have the chance to cause trouble.

PARAPHRASE

"These apostates are complainers about everything important, rejecting God's plan and place for their lives, living according to the standard of their lusts. They keep on speaking with arrogant, swollen words, with the purpose of flattery, that by it they might gain personal advantage and financial profit. But as for you, my beloved, right now, be recalling the words of the Holy Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. Remember how they told you that in the latter days there would be these mockers of serious things, people who would live according to the standard of their godless lusts alone. These are those people, who make divisions in the fellowship, because they are natural soulish people, they do not even know spiritual things. But as for you beloved, keep on building yourselves up upon (the foundation of )your most holy faith, praying in the power of the Holy Spirit. Keep on guarding yourselves (within the secure position) of the love of God, expectantly looking forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto life eternal."
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LAST DAYS – CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAST DAYS

Just as world conditions just before the flood indicated judgment was overdue so conditions now show that we are at the end of the last days.

1.
Preoccupation with physical appetites (Luke 17:27)

2.
Rapid advances in technology (Genesis 4:22)

3.
Grossly materialistic attitudes and interests (Luke 17:28)

4.
Uniformitarian attitudes and interests (Hebrews 11:7)

5.
Inordinate devotion to pleasure and comfort (Genesis 4:21)

6.
No concern for God in either belief or conduct (2 Peter 2:5, Jude 15)

7.
Disregard for the sacredness of the marriage relation (Matthew 24:38)

8.
Rejection of the inspired Word of God (1 Peter 3:19)

9.
Population explosion (Genesis 6:1,11)

10.
Widespread violence (Genesis 6:11, 13)

11.
Corruption throughout society (Genesis 6:12)

12.
Preoccupation with illicit sex activity (Genesis 4:19; 6:2)

13.
Widespread words and thoughts of blasphemy (Jude 15)

14.
Organised Satanic activity (Genesis 6:1-4)

15.
Promotion of systems and movements of abnormal depravity (Genesis 6:5, 12)

DENIALS THAT CHARACTERIZE THE END TIME CHURCH

1.
Denial of God (Luke 17:26; 2 Timothy 3:4-5)

2.
Denial of Christ (1 John 2:18, 4:3; 2 Peter 2:1)

3.
Denial of Christ's return (2 Peter 3:3-4)

4.
Denial of the Faith (1 Timothy 4:1-2; Jude 3)

5.
Denial of Sound Doctrine (2 Timothy 4:3-4)

6.
Denial of Separated Life (Practical Sanctification) (2 Timothy 3:1-7)

7.
Denial of Christian Liberty (1Timothy 4:3-4)

8.
Denial of Spirituality (2 Timothy 3:1-8; Jude 18)

9.
Denial of Authority (2 Timothy 3:4)

MYSTERY OF INIQUITY

TEXT- JUDE VERSES 22 - 25

22  And of some have compassion, making a difference: 23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 24  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

"Men are indeed saved to serve, and one of the best ways of discovering the true value of any new theology is to test it in active evangelism." (Green, 1968, page 186.)
Verses 22-23  
On some who appear to be apostates, have compassion at first, using discernment, and deal with their wavering by stabilising them in the sure Word Of God. Some people are dangerous in this category, and we approach all work with possible apostates, with fear and caution, but we must be compassionate having pity for them and their fate, if they stay in error. Spend some time with them. You will win some but you may lose most.   

In order to do this you need to be walking closely with the Lord and be constantly looking to the reality of the Lord coming and living in the reality of his soon coming and his holy Word. Even though you are going to be strong spiritually you are still to be careful of those you are dealing with. In this case you are snatching the brands from the flames, and the slightest inattention and you will get burnt. You do not leave your hand in the fire. It is not done in a casual manner.  You look upon the evil that they are involved with as you look upon a fire; you respect it and keep your distance. If you are going to help them, do so, but do not get other people or yourself, into danger. For example, if you know that someone is living in sexual sin you do not go and see them alone.

Garments soiled with the flesh, is a phrase that refers to anything associated with the O.S.N. and such things must be hated and rejected, as if infected with the plague. If you are not disgusted about everything involving the O.S.N. you are in danger. Jude has given us in this letter warning about evil in the church that we may help those who are trapped in it, but we must not get mesmerised by the "nice" things about evil practises; they are to be hated!     

"Mercy must not become a snare luring the orthodox into the falsehood of those he is trying to help."  (Sidebottom, 1982, page 93.) Clothing can carry some influences with it, as is clear from Mark 5:27-30,  Acts 19 : 11ff. In these cases the influence is good, but it may be bad also, and we must not be complacent about any things associated with evil.

Verse 24-25  - These verses are a song of praise and confidence and now within the church, a favourite benediction. He is reminding everybody that they are on the winning team. God has kept you, is keeping you and will keep you through to glory. You are in the Lord's hands. He will give the glory and get the glory.  

"To him who is able.  This is what gives new strength to the wearied warrior. Weak and helpless in himself, he looks up in the faith to one who is able and thus out of weakness is made strong.   And as he has all needed stores of grace for the pilgrim path, so the end is sure."  (Ironside, 1983, page 58, 59.)
APPLICATION

Anything associated with evil is to be hated. This is strong and not often applied today, which is why we have so many believers being led astray by the very people they try to help. We must hate sin with all our being. If we do not, we do not have the Lord's viewpoint and we are standing into danger.  

We have faced the reality of evil in the church, we have seen the apostates, we know we are going to have fights on our hands and will be under pressure but we know what we have to do we need to be strong in the Lord. 

We can be concerned to win some of them if possible to the Lord and always remember that God is in control and that we are on the winning side. He is able to keep us and bring us through to glory.

When you are facing an apostate in the church you must remember that you are on the winning side. Be strong in the Lord, trust Him, claim this promise, the Lord is able to carry you through. Carefulness and praise go together; we praise and worship God and we guard ourselves with doctrine against the evil ones.

PARAPHRASE

"Keep on showing mercy and loving concern towards the ones who are in doubt and wavering, but with others snatch them from the flames, fearful (of being hurt or contaminated yourself). Hating even their clothing that is defiled by the sins of the flesh. Now (glory and worship) to the one who has the power to guard (our souls) from stumbling morally ( on the path of life), and is able to present us ( before the throne), without blame before the presence of his glory with the exultation and joy of victory. To the only wise God, our saviour, be glory and greatness, mighty power, and ruling authority, both now and forever. Amen."

DOCTRINES

ETERNAL SECURITY  

LOVE

NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD

GOSPEL OF SALVATION

END NOTES

1.
"It has a secondary origin since it summarises in an elegant style points which 2 Peter expounds with greater effort and more detail. Such smoothness of style is frequently characteristic of editors who condense and revise what has been laboriously drawn up by others." (Reike, 1984, page 189 - 190).

2.
Both books deal with, "Grave errors" (Plummer, 1896, page 376), and Jude simply, "denounces the errors, instead of describing them". (Roberts, 1963, page 218). "When the handling of the Greek language is considered the authorship of the Galilean villager who was the brother of Jesus seems difficult to affirm." (Reike, IBID, page 191). This is easily dismissed, as the Galileans were all fluent in Greek and Aramaic, as these were the two languages of the region. To operate in the Galilee you needed both.    

Sidebottom, 1982, pages 72 - 79, believes it to be pseudonymous, but sees that it is similar to the Pauline Pastoral epistles . Farrar, page 236, notes. "The style of the Greek is exactly as we should  expect from one whom Greek was not so familiar as his native Aramaic, but who still writes with a passion which gives force and eloquence to his words. It is the language of an oriental who knows Greek, partly by reading and partly by having moved among Hellenistic communities, but whose vocabulary is far richer and more powerful than his grammar."

3.
Dates vary regarding Jude, with most liberals dating quite late in the first century, even Bo Reike, believing that the date is during the 90s shortly before the persecution of Diocletian. (Reike, 1964, page xv).    He notes, It has been argued that the heresy referred to by Jude could not have come into existence before the end of the first century." (IBID, page 191).    

To counter this view Green, 1968, page 47, notes.  "The fact that Jude refers to what the apostles said rather than wrote suggests that we are still moving within the oral period, when apostolic teaching was largely passed on by word of mouth." Guthrie is right when he states; "much of the so called evidence on this subject amounts to little more than guesses". (Guthrie, 1962, page 229).

4 
Jude's opponents were once orthodox Christians who had gone wilfully astray into heresy." Green, 1968, page 164. This is not necessarily correct; they may be apostates, make believers, or satanic perverters. 

Guthrie, 1962, page 233, also notes in similar vein. "Lying behind their immoral practises was a fundamental misconception of the Christian doctrine of Grace. Libertines, .   .    .    Who disregarded the restraints of God's Grace and considered that immoral indulgence was perfectly legitimate."    Such people are not spirit controlled, and if they do not repent they are to be dealt with as if they were from Satan.

5.
Jude may be quoting from Enoch here. 10:12ff, 22:11, 11:12, 12:4. Refer to Sidebottom, 1982, page 86ff.

6.
"The majority of scholars hold that 2 Peter is an expansion of Jude's letter, but these verses suggest that Jude drew on 2 Peter, since Jude not only excludes himself form the apostles of the Lord, but in reciting what the apostles said, he seems to be quoting 2 Peter 3:3." Refer to Jewish New Testament Commentary, page 783.


An even better view is expressed in the Liberty Bible Commentary, Vol 2, page 784. "There are close verbal correspondences with 2 Peter 3 : 3, and 1 Timothy 4 : 1,  which seems to hint at some kind of oral formula in apostolic times."
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