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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION
The book of Malachi is the last of the Old Testament books, and it was probably written around 450BC. There is little by way of introduction to it in the text, but the writer launches straight into his message, describing it as an oracle, or burden from the Lord. 

The name Malachi has caused a degree of debate amongst scholars, for it means “my messenger”, so it is not entirely clear whether Malachi was the writer’s name, or his title. When the word appears in chapter 3:1, it is rightly translated as “my messenger”, so we are not sure whether the writer was actually called Malachi or not. The traditional view, however, is that the author was indeed named Malachi.

Together with the books of Haggai and Zechariah, the book of Malachi is of great importance in supplying information about the period of the return from exile and the work of Ezra and Nehemiah because of the scarcity of source, both secular and religious, which relate to this period of Hebrew history. 

The writer himself does not date the book, but it is clearly written in the period of the Persian control of the nation, and the religious and social conditions suggest that it was written some time after the second Temple had been rebuilt. The Persian influence from the Emperor was relatively benign and the international situation gave few grounds for concern. There is no reference to the work of Ezra and Nehemiah, and their reforms of 444BC, which is why most scholars suggest a date for the book of around 450BC. 

The book portrays conditions that suggest it to be dated after the time of Haggai and Zechariah, probably at least half a century later. The Temple sacrifices are mentioned, implying that the structure had at last been completed, and that it had been so for some time. The initial enthusiasm for God that would have attended the reopening of the Temple had apparently waned, so that abuses in the performance of the required rituals had crept in. This neglect had also extended to the payment of tithes, which were important for the support and maintenance of the Temple and the priesthood.

Perhaps it was the relative international calm that had led to the decline of the religious vibrancy of the nation. Times of crisis tend to turn people’s hearts back to God, but in Malachi’s day there was an ease and lethargy that undermined the life of true faith in the people. The rebuilt Temple worship had settled down and frankly, the novelty had worn off. The prophetic voice in Israel had not been heard for some decades, and people seem to have lost touch with their God. There is surely a challenge here to modern day Christians, for none of us should take God, or His worship, for granted.

It is thought that the book was written in Jerusalem, as the writer had a clear knowledge of the situation there. His object was to restore to the contemporary scene a sense of the essential worth of the service of God in terms of the covenant relationship, so it is thought that he was writing primarily for the local population of Jerusalem. 

Many of the people had become somewhat indifferent to the things of God, and some had even started to treat their religion with scorn. Intermarriage with pagan women had brought the danger of involvement with heathen religious rites, and adultery, perjury and oppression of the poor were rife. Even the priests were accused of becoming bored with their religious duties so that Malachi had to reprimand them, and they had compromised the offerings intended for the altar of God.

The book of Malachi consists of four chapters in English, but three in the Hebrew. The text is in six sections, or oracles, which can be easily distinguished. They reflect a known historical background, and deal with the various problems discussed in a uniform manner that would suggest a single author. 

There has never been any serious doubt among the Jews as to the canonicity of the book, even if some doubt whether “Malachi” was a person or a title. Some scholars have thought that it was originally part of the prophecy of Zechariah, but had somehow assumed a separate identity under the name of Malachi. However, there is a difference in historical background between the two works that would suggest otherwise.

Malachi tends to state briefly the points he wants to make, then he states the objections to those points, and finally refutes the objections.

In terms of the theology of the book, Malachi’s spirituality is not unlike that of the 8th and 7th century (BC) prophets. He recognised the absolute lordship of the God of Israel, and the importance of the covenant relationship with God for the well-being of the people. 

He was aware that God required personal commitment to His word, and blessing and peace would not come unless God’s will in this was followed, either personally or for the nation. He realised that an obedient heart was more important than so-called obedience to mere ritual, and that repentance was the first step to this. Malachi was aware that iniquity would not go unpunished forever, but that a just and holy God would deliver proper judgement in due time. This is surely a message that is relevant for our own day too. 

Malachi was conscious that the coming ‘Day of the Lord’ would be a time of calamity rather than blessing, at least for the unbelievers who would be punished for their violations of God’s covenant. Malachi introduced an original theme, that of a book of remembrance, where the deeds of the righteous were recorded. 

This leads naturally to the concept of life after death, where the outcome of God’s rewards and judgements would be realised. He also made reference to a forerunner of the Messiah, and who would herald the coming of God’s promised one. This individual was linked to a revived Elijah, with the implication that he would come to proclaim the coming Messiah, with a final opportunity to repent.

In some respects Malachi was laying the groundwork for his successors, Ezra and Nehemiah. Malachi had an uphill struggle in trying to bring the people back to God, but it may well be said that the seeds of his ministry bore fruit further down the line. Malachi’s work completes the Old Testament, and prepares the way for the New, and thus he is aptly called “The Messenger” as his name depicts.

The technique of the book is that of disputation, namely that a statement is made by God, followed by an objection from the people. It is unclear whether the disputes raised were rooted in a specific context socially, or whether it was a literary form. The book closes the Old Testament canon of Scripture, and from a scriptural standpoint, there is then silence for some 450 years until the coming of Jesus the Messiah. As such it is important to take note of what God is saying in this book.

DIVISION OF THE BOOK
The book can be summarised as follows:

1. “I have loved you”, says God (1:1-5)

2. The need to honour God (1:6-9)

3. Being weary with God (1:10-14)

4. God’s desire for truth & equity (2:1-9)

5. Marriage & divorce (2:10-17)

6. God’s messenger promised (3:1-5)

7. Robbing God (3:6-12)

8. The distinction between good and evil (3:13-18)

9. The day of judgement (4:1-6)

CHAPTER 1

[1] - I HAVE LOVED YOU”, SAYS GOD
Malachi 1:1-5: The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? [Was] not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever. And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel. 

KEY WORDS

	Love
	Ahab
	Have affection for, love, like

	Say
	Amar
	Say, declare, answer, tell

	Lord
	Yehovah
	Jehovah, the self-existent or eternal

	Esau
	Esav
	Esau (son of Isaac), rough

	Jacob
	Yaacob
	Heel-catcher, Jacob

	Brother
	Ach
	Brother, kindred

	Saith
	Neum
	Saith, oracle

	Hate
	Sane
	Hate, enemy, foe

	Lay
	Sum
	Put, lay, set, place

	Mountain
	Har
	Mountain, range of hills

	Heritage
	Nachalah
	Heritage, possession, heirloom

	Waste
	Shemamah
	Devastation, desolation, waste

	Dragon
	Tannah
	Female jackal, dragon

	Wilderness
	Midbar
	Desert, wilderness, pasture

	Edom
	Edom
	Edom (elder twin of Jacob)

	Impoverish
	Rashash
	Impoverish, demolish

	Return
	Shub
	Turn back, return, come again

	Build
	Banah
	Build, make, repair

	Desolate place
	Chorbah
	Drought, desolation, desolate place

	Host
	Tsabah
	Mass of persons, host, army

	Throw down
	Haras
	Pull down, break, throw down

	Call
	Qara
	Call out, cry, address

	Border
	Gebul
	Boundary, border, landmark

	Wickedness
	Rishah
	Wrong, fault, wicked

	People
	Am
	People, nation, tribe

	Indignation
	Zaam
	Have indignation, be angry

	Eye
	Ayin
	Eye, look, presence, fountain

	See
	Raah
	See, behold, perceive

	Magnify
	Gadal
	Magnify, promote, enlarge

	Israel
	Yisrael
	Israel, name for Jacob


REFLECTION
The book opens with a statement by God that He loves the people being addressed, namely those in Jerusalem. It is said to be a burden of God’s word, which confirms that it is of importance to God. He had taken the trouble to give this word to His prophet, for His people. We must never take God’s word lightly! The statement of his love as such receives no elaboration, but summarises Israel’s history of their covenant with God. It was God’s love that called them into a covenant with Him, and it was through His love that He had guided and protected them through centuries of history. The love of God should have been entirely self-evident to them, yet they respond by asking how He has loved them. The objection that they raise suggests that it is the response of a people who are self-centred and not walking in fellowship with God. 

Each one of us needs to be loved, and we all grow when we are loved. There is security in love, and God is here reaffirming His love for His people. Yet despite so many evidences of God’s love for them, they seem distant from Him and appear not to be aware of how He has loved them. Not only is it difficult to go through life without love, it is also difficult for someone who loves to have that love rejected. Too often people take another person’s love for granted in human relationships, so that there is a tendency to complacency. This can also be a danger for Christians today, for we are the recipients of God’s love in so many ways, yet it is all too easy to become complacent spiritually and take God’s blessings for granted. It is vital that we keep our faith fresh and alive, so that we enjoy the abundant life that Jesus came to give.

Rather than provide a direct answer to the people’s question, God, through Malachi, makes reference to Jacob and Esau. He says that He loved Jacob, one of the patriarchs at the beginning of Israel’s history, but He hated Esau, Jacob’s twin brother. This is perhaps not quite as black and white as it seems at first sight. They stand for two nations, Israel and Edom, with a common ancestry in Isaac and Rebekah. While they were yet in their mother’s womb, before any good or evil deeds were done by either, God said to their mother (Genesis 25:23), ‘The older shall serve the younger.’ The hatred was not a proper and formed hatred (for God could not hate Esau before he sinned) but only a lesser love, which, in comparison to the greater love for Jacob, seemed as if it were not love. God is using a typical Hebrew form of expression, showing preference by comparison, rather than hate as such. 

Because God had favoured and chosen Jacob to be the founder of Israel (bear in mind that his name was changed by God to Israel), by comparison Esau was therefore “hated”. It also confirms that God had chosen Israel to be His chosen people, and not Edom. God gave to Israel a better inheritance and greater blessings than He did to Edom. However one of the reasons why God chose Israel was to give a mechanism to all of humanity to show His love for this world. Edom had become an enemy of Israel, and in so doing had also become an enemy of Israel’s God. Sin creates distance from God, and brings poverty and ruin; even those who seem to succeed without God in this life will not in the next.

However, reference to the rest of the Bible would indicate that God loves all mankind; indeed it was His love for the people of the world that caused God to send His son Jesus into the world to save sinners. There is a further point here, in that Jacob was a believer, and would therefore be a direct recipient of God’s love and blessing. Although we cannot judge, it may be that Esau was not a believer, and as such would have been outside God’s blessing and favour, and ultimately would receive punishment as a part of God’s wrath against sinners. We cannot be dogmatic on this point, for the text does not give us sufficient information, but we do know that Esau was prepared to trade in his birthright for a meal, and gives the impression of a man looking for the immediate, rather than eternal issues.

It is perhaps an example of God’s grace that He starts this short book with a message of love. Some of the following chapters have rebuke and warning, so it is a comfort for Israel, and indeed for us as part of the church, to know that even God’s judgements are set in a context of love. Indeed, this is very much the message of the gospel, for God’s love sent Jesus to this earth so that people do not have to suffer God’s wrath; the choice is theirs and depends on their response to Jesus Christ.

Perhaps it is worth reflecting that the people of Jerusalem had returned from the Babylonian exile, seen the Temple rebuilt, but not to the same glory as before, and the royal line of David had not been restored. They clearly did not feel encouraged because things were not as they would have wanted it. Indeed there was a Persian governor over them. They had lost their impetus and were merely going through the motions of their faith and their religious duties. 

This is no excuse for not having a vibrant relationship with God, but the situation is reflected in many churches today, for many churches (probably most churches) have at least some members who come for the appearance, for the religious duty, rather than out of love and devotion to God. It is so important that we enjoy God’s love and keep our faith alive. If God is for us, who can be against us? (Romans 8:31)

The message of this chapter continues to the extent that God has clearly judged Edom because of its rejection of God, and the place has become a wasteland. Even if the Edomites were to try and rebuild their nation, God would again judge it and demolish what they might try to rebuild. Man so often tries to build, but if God is not in the process the work will fail. 

Even this was to be a witness to God’s greatness and sovereignty over the affairs of men. All of this should have created a new appreciation of God in Israel, rather than the complacency that seems to have crept in. Malicious pleasure in looking on at the misery of Judea and Jerusalem had been a special sin of Edom; now God would show Judah the fruit of its reversal, and His goodness toward themselves. God is saying that He would be magnified from the border of Israel, that His greatness would be seen there.

TOPICS

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11 , cf Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU

1. God knows ...

a) Our sorrows. (Exodus 3:7)

b) Our devotions. (2 Chronicles 16:9)

c) Our thoughts. (Psalm 44:21)

d) Our foolishness. (Psalm 69:5)

e) Our frailties. (Psalm 103:14)

f) Our deeds. (Psalm 139:2)

g) Our words. (Psalm 139:4)

h) The composition of the universe. (Psalm 147:4)

i) All things. (Proverbs 15:3)

j) Our needs. (Matthew 6:32)

k) About animal creation. (Matthew 10:29)

l) Mankind. (Matthew 10:30)

m) What might or could have been. (Matthew 11:23)

n) His own. (John 10:14)

o) Past, present and future. (Acts 15:18)

2. God is able to ...

a) Save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

b) Supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

c) Deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

d) Sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

e) Keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

f) Surpass all that we could ask or think - Ephesians 3:20

g) Raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

3. With God, all things are possible - Matthew 19:26

4. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you that you are not able to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

5. God's character is stable.

a) if God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

b) no matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

6. God's promises are secure for he is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

7. God's power is always the same:-

a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

b) God does not forget us or lose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

8. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

9. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

10. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

BIBLE:  BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER

1. The Scriptures are designed to have the following effect on the believer.

a) Illuminating. (Psalm 119:130)

b) Making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

c) Producing faith (John 20:31), hope (Psalm 119:49, Romans 15:4), and  obedience (Deuteronomy 17:19-20)

d) Cleansing the heart (John 15:3, Ephesians 5:26) and  the ways (Psalm 119:9)

e) Keeping us from destructive paths. (Psalm 17:4)

f) Supporting life. (Matthew 4:4 cf Deuteronomy 8:3)

g) Building up in the faith. (Acts 20:32)

h) Comforting. (Psalm 119:82, Romans 15:4)

i) Promoting growth in grace. (1 Peter 2:2)

j) Admonishing. (1 Corinthians 10:11)

k) Rejoicing the heart. (Psalm 119:18,111)

l) Sanctifying. (John 17:17, Ephesians 5:26)

2. The Scriptures should be:-

a) Believed (John 2:22) and obeyed (James 1:22)

b) The standard for teaching. (1 Peter 4:11)

c) Appealed to. (1 Corinthians 1:31, 1 Peter 1:16)

d) Read publicly to all. (Acts 13:15)

e) Known. (2 Timothy 3:15)

f) Received as the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13) with meekness (James 1:21)

g) Searched. (John 5:39, Acts 17:11)

h) Used against our spiritual enemies. (Ephesians 6:11,17)

i) Taught to everyone including children. (Deuteronomy 6:7, 11:19, Nehemiah 8:7-8)

j) Talked about continually. (Deuteronomy 6:7)

k) Not handled deceitfully. (2 Corinthians 4:2)

3. For the unbeliever the Scripture should be for:-

a) Regeneration. (James 1:18, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Quickening. (Psalm 119:50,93)

c) Converting the soul. (Psalm 19:7)

COVENANTS

1. A covenant is a contract or agreement between God and man.

2. Some covenants are unconditional - God will fulfil them, irrespective of man's obedience.  Other covenants are conditional upon man's obedience.

3. Christ is central to all of the covenants in Scripture:

a) EDENIC - Christ is the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47).

b) ADAMIC - Christ is the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).

c) NOAHIC - Christ is the greatest son of Shem (Luke 3:36; Genesis 9:23-27).

d) ABRAHAMIC - The seed to whom the promises were made (Genesis 22:18).

e) MOSAIC - He fulfilled this covenant (Matthew 5:17).

f) PALESTINIAN - He lived as a Jew in the land and will inherit the land

g) DAVIDIC - Christ is the King of the Jews and will rule forever (Luke 1:31-33; John 19:19-22).

h) NEW - Christ's sacrifice is its foundation and focus in the Millennium (1 Corinthians 11:25).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - HATE YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER

SCRIPTURES 

Luke 14:26 "If any man come to me and hate not his father, and mother and wife and children, and brethren and sisters yea and his own life, he cannot be my disciple."

Matthew 10:37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

2. Apparent problem in Luke  - In order to be a disciple of Jesus Christ a person has to hate others.

3. Evaluation

a) The main problem in this verse is the verb hate.

b) "hate" - MISEO - in the Greek this word has a comparative connotation and can be translated "to love less" to "abandon " , "to hold in less esteem".

c) When viewed in this light the person being a disciple of Christ has to hold his family and even his own life in less esteem than Jesus Christ, Christ has to be first.

4. Conclusion

In the Christian life for a person to be a disciple of Christ, the Lord Jesus must have pre-eminence in that person's life.(Colossians 1:18)  With sin in one's life self becomes more important than Jesus Christ and therefore while one is out of fellowship technically the carnal believer is not a disciple.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  LOVE
1. Love for God is total appreciation for all He is and has done.

2. Words for love in Greek language 

a) eros (sexual love) not used in the New Testament

b) storge (comradeship) not used in New Testament

c) agape (concerned love for others, great esteem for the loved one, reverence, a love that springs from adoration and veneration, and is a love of the will that chooses the loved one and devotes self to them to the exclusion of lesser objects.  It may mean a self denying and compassionate devotion to the loved one)

d) phile (a love that embraces and kisses. This love is that of the affections and speaks of friendship and all one will do for a friend).

3. Our Lord makes it clear to Peter in John 21: 15-19 that he wants Peter to love him with agape love that flows from a deep occupation with the Lord. Agape, as a love of the will, must work out in service of the Lord, and this will express the believers love (agape) for other believers also. 

4. Do not love of the things the world has to offer  1 John 2:15-17.

5. True love of God will always lead to love of the brethren.  1  John 1:3 -11,  1 John 3:1-3, 10, 4:7 -12, 19,  

6. Love is expressed in worship and in service. 1 John 5:1-5.

7. Love for God will flow and grow from knowledge of his word.  1 Corinthians 2:9.  

8. This deep love will be expressed in witness for the Lord to others,  2 Corinthians 5:14. 

9. God loves every believer with perfect and unchanging love because we are united with His beloved Son.

10. It is also noted that the unbeliever has “agape” love for darkness rather than light John 3:19

11. Love for others is an important feature of the Christian life.

12. There are three types of love:-

(a) love for God.

(b) love for your spouse.

(c) love for other members of the human race.

13. It should be noted that only in type (b) is the body involved. The rest involve the soul or soul and spirit only.

14. Love For God

(a) Love for God is a response to the love of God. (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

(b) The capacity for this love depends on your maturity. ( Philippians 1:20,21; Ephesians 3:17-19; 1 John 4:17-18)

(c) For the Church age believer love for God occurs first through the filling of the Spirit. Confession of sin is therefore critically important. (Ephesians 5:2, c/f 5:18)

(d) Jesus Christ is the initiator of love of God through grace. (Ephesians 5:25-27; 1 John 4:8-10; 4:19)

(e) The believer loves God using his free will.

(f) The believer who does not love Christ is under a special curse and perpetual discipline. (1 Corinthians 

16:22)

(g) Love for God is the true motivator for working for God such as witnessing. (2 Corinthians 5:14)

(h) This love is initiated by grace and increased in the believer who has a gracious attitude towards God and mankind. (Daniel 9:4; Psalm 31:23; 119:132; 1 Corinthians 2:9)

(i) Love for God was commanded to all Old Testament saints. (Deuteronomy 6:5; 10:12; 11:1; 11:13)

(j)] Love for God is the basis of all true happiness as well as capacity for loving members of the human race. (Deuteronomy 30:16)

(k) Love for God provides courage in battle. (Joshua 23:10-11)

(l) As we see God through his Word it is impossible to love God except through his Word. ( Psalm 119:165-167, 1 Peter 1:8)

15. Love For Your Spouse

(a) This is love for a member of the opposite sex designed by God for you in eternity past unless you have the gift of celibacy. ( Song of Solomon 8:6-7)

(b) It is as strong as death and is a provision from God.

(c) Death does not destroy this love. (Ecclesiastes 9:5-6)

(d) This type of love is exclusive to one person. (Proverbs 5:18-19)

(e) This type of love is protective both in absence (Song of Solomon 1:13, 4:6) and in presence. (Song of 

Solomon 2:4) The man is a banner of protection to the woman.

(f) Love for your spouse illustrates relationships with the Lord. (Ezekiel 16:8, Ephesians 5:23-33)

(g) Mental sins attack all forms of love. (1 John 5:18)

(h) God has set aside time in each life for love. (Ecclesiastes 3:8)

16. Love For Others

(a) Love for others has great stability and power. (2 Samuel 1:26, Proverbs 27:9,10, John 15:13, Galatians 5:4)

(b) Love for others provides pleasant and relaxing environment. (Romans 13:10, Proverbs 10:12)

(c) Love for others is free from hypocrisy. (Romans 12:9)

(d) Love for others is outgoing and objective. (Galatians 5:13, 2 Samuel 1:26)

(e) Love for others promotes orientation to grace. (Philemon 9-12)

(f) Love for others has enemies and can be destroyed by:-


(i) Mental attitude sins. (Job 19:19, Proverbs 16:28)


(ii) Sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 17:9)


(iii) National catastrophe. (Jeremiah 6:21-23, 20:4-6)

(g) Love for others can be counterfeited. (Proverbs 19:6-7)

(h) Love for others can be removed because of divine discipline. (Psalm 38:11, 88:18)

17. We are recipients of Gods love (AGAPE=ultimate concern) through the cross. 1 John 4:10,19, John 3:16.

18. We must give out the gospel to all that they might see Gods love towards them Matthew 28:18-20.

19. Our attitudes to one another should show Gods love in action. 1 John 4:12, John 13:35.

20. Love is commanded of all believers towards other believers, John 13:34, 1John 4:7,8, Philippians  2:2-8. 

21. This only becomes possible as we grow in Christ, as his word changes our minds giving us the capacity for love. 1Peter 3:18. Love is a fruit of the Spirit. 

22. Agape love in the believer puts the eternal issues of the other persons life ahead of all else, so that all is done to them with their eternal state in mind. 1 Corinthians 13:1-8. 

23. We show our love towards believers by our practical concern for their spiritual growth and physical welfare. 2 Thessalonians 3:15, James 5:13-16, 1 Timothy 5:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 5:11-24.

24. We have strength to love others through the word in which we see that we are under the much more love of God: We are in the beloved and the beloved is in us, we are always recipients of His love. Romans 8:37, John 13:1, 20:2, 21:7,20, 15:9, Ephesians 2:4, 5:2, 25, Revelation 1:5. 

PROPHECY - ARABS IN PROPHECY

1. The Arabs Nations will be in conflict with Israel until the Second Advent.

2. The "Root of the Conflict" is given in (Genesis 12) where we have the beginning of Israel, through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v 1-3) and also the beginning of the Arabs, through Ishmael and Esau (v 8-20).

3. During a famine, Abraham chose to go to Egypt rather than remain in the Promised Land.  This was a lack of faith on his part.  The Pharaoh takes Sarai into his harem and pays the bride price to Abraham who pretends to be her brother. Included in the bride price is an Egyptian maidservant called Hagar, who will become the mother of Ishmael.

4. Because Sarai is barren, she suggests to Abraham that he have children by Hagar (Genesis 16).  This was in accordance with the laws of that day where, if a wife was unable to produce children, it was her responsibility to provide a servant so that the line would continue.  Again we have a lapse of faith.

5. In those days barren women were despised, and Hagar openly gloats to Sarai over the birth of Ishmael.  Sarai reacts and causes Hagar to flee in a pregnant state from Abraham. In her flight she has an encounter with the Angel of the Lord, who gives a series of prophecies as to the future of her son.

6. The prophecies regarding Ishmael 

a) "He will be as a wild ass of a man". This is not as derogatory a statement as it would be today as in the ancient world many herds of wild asses roamed. The prophecy therefore means that the descendants of Ishmael would be nomadic. 

b) "His hand shall be against every man". The characteristic of Ishmael is that of aggression and he will attack those with whom he comes in contact. 

c) "Every man's hand shall be against him". His aggression will bring retaliation upon himself. 

d) "He shall dwell over against his brother". This is a Hebrew idiom indicating that the Arabs will dwell in a state of hostility side by side with his brother.

7. In the meantime, God opens Sarah's womb, and Isaac is born.  In (Genesis 21) we have the weaning party of Isaac, which would have occurred between the ages of three and five, at which we find Ishmael mocking his half brother, Isaac.   As a result of this mocking Hagar and Ishmael are expelled from Abraham's presence on God's orders and their wanderings begin.  Ishmael eventually marries an Egyptian.

8. The other father of the Arabs is Isaac's son, Esau, twin brother of Jacob (Genesis 25).  Esau was born first and therefore had the birthright which gave him the kingship, priesthood and the double portion.

9. Isaac's family had become wealthy and therefore Esau's hunger was not a life threatening situation.  He despised his birthright, and was willing to sell it for a mere bowl of soup. 

10. The patriarchal blessing is for the person holding the birthright thus Jacob is entitled to the blessing.  The sin is in the deception by Jacob and his mother.  In (Genesis 27:41) it states that Esau hated Jacob because of the patriarchal blessing, and plots his murder. This again shows the antagonism between the Arabs and the Jews.

11.  By  (Numbers 20) Esau's descendants have become the great nation of Edom and those of Jacob have been slaves of Egypt for several generations.  The Jews are miraculously released to travel towards their inheritance in Canaan.  The easiest route is through the land of Edom. Moses petitions the Edomites for passage through their land by means of the King's highway but is refused with violence.

12. In the book of Judges we read of the Ishmaelites inflicting damages against Israel and subjugating them.

13. In (Psalm 83) the writer views prophetically the union of nations which comprise the modern Arab states, conspiring together to eliminate Israel. 

The nations are as follows:- 

(v6)  Edom - Southern Jordan, Ishmael is the father of one segment of the modern world, Moab is in Central Jordan, the Hagarines were from Egypt. 

(v7)  Gibal is in Lebanon, Amon is in Northern Jordan, Amalek was in the Sinai Peninsula, Philistia is in the Gaza Strip, Tyre is in Lebanon. 

(v8)  Assyria comprises all of Iraq and much of modern Syria. 

14. The Future of the Arab Nations.  The individual prophecies are as follows:- 

a) Lebanon - peace will come by means of occupation. Scripture gives the borders of Israel during the Messianic kingdom. It shows Israel occupying all of modern day Lebanon during that period. (Ezekiel 47:13-48:29)

b) Jordan - comprises three ancient nations; Edom, Moab and Ammon. In all three cases peace comes between Israel and Jordan by destruction though not all to the same extent. 

i) Edomites - in (Ezekiel 35:6-9) it becomes a perpetual desolation whilst in (v 14-16) it remains desolate even when the rest of the world is beautified during the Millennium. This is again confirmed in (Isaiah 34:8-15) and in (Jeremiah 49:14-22).

In (Obadiah 17-21) it is noted as part of Israelite territory though no one gets to live there. 

Finally in (Ezekiel 25 :12-14) the cause of their destruction is the nation Israel. War will therefore break out between Israel and Jordan and the southern part of Jordan will be destroyed as a result. 

ii) Moab - which comprises central Jordan will also be destroyed but not to the same degree according to (Jeremiah 48:1-46.) In (v 47) the Scriptures indicate that there will be a Moabite land during the Millennium. 

iii) Ammon or northern Jordan will also be destroyed but will be inhabited according to (Jeremiah 49:1-6)

c) Egypt - peace comes to Egypt by destruction initially followed by conversion as stated in (Isaiah 19 :1-22).  In the first ten verses God's punishment of Egypt is described with economic collapse and wide scale unemployment. 

The conversion of the Egyptians will occur in three stages:- 

i) in (v 16-17) the Egyptians will develop a fear of Israel;

ii) in (v 18) we note that five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the language of Canaan which is Hebrew;

iii) in (v 19-22) we are told that the Egyptians will fall under a cruel dictatorship which will cause them to turn away from their god to worship the true God, the Messiah. 

According to (Joel 3:19) Egypt was to suffer a similar fate as Edom but not quite the same. 

In (Ezekiel 29:8-14) the land of Egypt will be desolate without inhabitants with the Egyptians dispersed among the nations for the first forty years of the Millennial Kingdom. After the forty year period the Egyptians will be regathered to form a nation in the Kingdom. 

According to (Zechariah 14) they will have an annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles 

d) Syria and Iraq - peace with Israel will occur through conversion according to (Isaiah 19:23-25) and will be blessed in the Kingdom with the exception of the city of Babylon which will be a perpetual desolation.

[2] - THE NEED TO HONOUR GOD

Malachi 1:6-9: A son honoureth [his] father, and a servant his master: if then I [be] a father, where [is] mine honour? and if I [be] a master, where [is] my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD [is] contemptible. And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, [is it] not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, [is it] not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts. And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts. 
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REFLECTION
Having opened with the theme of love, the message now moves on to the question of honour, and legitimacy of the people’s worship. Malachi states that a son honours his father, and a servant his master, but then asks where is the honour that the priests owe to God, who is both Father and Master. As we saw in the first section, a father gives love to his children, just as God had to Israel, but they had not returned this love. Malachi’s first appeal is to the fact that God is the Father of Israel, and as such deserves honour. God is Sovereign, and as such has a right to command us, both as Master and Father. 

Heathen philosophers taught that parents were household gods, and were to have all possible respect. The priests above all people should understand the things of God, and the need for honour in His worship, yet they were despising His name. There is again the disputing of the charge made by God, for they ask how they have despised His name. The problem was in their worship that the priests were conducting, for they were offering polluted food on God’s altar. The word implies desecration of the altar, the very place where there should be holiness.

God is not just our Father, but is also our Master, and should be served with faithfulness and diligence. The priests in Jerusalem were falling short in this respect also, and were merely paying lip-service to their religion and duties in the Temple. 

Today’s churches so often have those who will come occasionally, maybe even regularly, in order to have a piece of religion, but their hearts are not close to God. They do not serve with faithfulness, nor do they have God as their Master in their lives. Unfortunately, there are even church leaders in places who fall into this category. The church should be a place where God is honoured and held in high esteem, and godly leadership should draw people to God, and not be a stumbling block. God also longs to see a people whose whole lives are given over to His honour so that their lifestyle is a good and positive witness for Him.

Jesus Himself brought out this theme in Matthew 7:21, when He said that not everyone who says to Him “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of His Father in heaven. Our worship needs to be intelligent, recognising who it is we are worshipping, and it should flow from a repentant and grateful heart that genuinely wants to please God.

Again the priests ask how they have polluted the food, and the reply comes back that they have brought blind, lame and sick animals in their sacrifices for God. In doing so they have shown contempt for the worship of God, for all they have given Him was the leftovers, the defective and unwanted. It is clear that they had kept the best animals for themselves, and God had been given that which no one else wanted. It was rather like the attitude of many when they give their cast off items to a charity shop. They think they are doing good (and indeed good may come from this) but it is not the attitude to be adopted in our walk with God.

The result was that their so-called worship of God in these sacrifices was actually offensive to God, and thus completely missing the purpose of what was taking place. God is holy, and nothing impure can come into His presence. Maybe a similar analogy would be our attitude in coming to the communion table, for Paul in 1 Corinthians 11 warns of the need to avoid doing this in an unworthy manner. We should be neither careless nor ignorant in our worship of God.

In verse 8 the point is made that they wouldn’t have dreamt of giving these defective animals to their Persian governor, for the consequences of that would have been disastrous. Even today, one wouldn’t think of giving a shabby or unwanted gift to someone, for that would undermine the whole purpose of giving. A gift should give pleasure, and should be wanted, but the priests were giving 2nd or 3rd best to God. This in itself shows a wrong attitude to God, who deserves the very best from us. 

Today we are not required to offer the sacrifices set down in the Old Testament, but we are called to give God of our substance, and also to give time and service to Him. Again we should not give the leftovers of our time or material possessions, for He should have the first call on our time, talents and money. God deserves our best; let us not dishonour Him with gifts from a grudging heart. David said that he would not offer to God sacrifices that cost him nothing (2 Samuel 24:24). 

The picture that we see in this section is one of backsliding on the part of the Israelites. The priests had lost a sense of the honour and dignity that was due to their position before God, and as such had become careless in their duties. In such circumstances it is never long before this affects the people that the priests represent, so that the state of ‘religion’ in the land becomes weak and degraded.

This section ends with a plea for them to plead with God to be gracious to them. Thankfully God is a gracious and merciful God, but the people, and especially the priests here, were not behaving in a way that would draw God to showing that graciousness. The suggestion that they plead for it, or beseech God for His grace, is a strong one. This was not a mere whim, a good idea, but the need for serious pleading before God. 

Such an approach reflects the heart of a desperate person, but the priests were too complacent to notice. However, God was not going to show love to the people here until they became serious with Him and showed some love and respect to Him. There was no place for the people here to feel sorry for themselves, hoping that God would come to them on their terms, yet so many people think that they can deal with God in that way.

In many respects this is the only way that any of us can come to God, at least in the first instance when we come for salvation. Our plight outside of Christ is desperate, and we deserve nothing from God’s hand, least of all His grace and mercy. We need to beg for His mercy, at least from our perspective, yet He sees us even before we recognise our need, and He comes to meet us to welcome us into His presence on the basis of what Jesus has done for us at Calvary. Every person will beg before God at some point – we either do it now, willingly to bow the knee in reverence and submission, or we will face His wrath, when it will be too late to beg for mercy.

TOPICS

GOD - FATHERHOOD OF GOD

Fatherhood comes in various concepts:‑

1. The Fatherhood over creation ‑ Ephesians 3:14‑15 ‑ all beings have their origin in God. We get our life and very existence from God. There is therefore a brotherhood in the creation. The liberals however take this a step further and talk about the brotherhood of man and the universal Fatherhood of God which is a lie which is exposed by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ said that all men are not brothers but only become such in Christ. Even Satan was given his life by God. There is no relationship in the Father creatorship combination.

2. Fatherhood by intimate relationship which is the concept of the relationship between God and Israel. In Exodus 4:22 Israel is my son ‑ this is my firstborn. This is more than God saying that He is their creator but it is less than saying that they are regenerated. In the New Testament it says that all Israel is not Israel. There is however a relationship between the Father and Israel, a care for Israel. He preserves the nation. In the Bible the word father is used a large number of times in relation to the relationship between God and Israel. However only a few Jews were regenerated.

3. A specific relationship between the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ ‑ Ephesians 1:3. The first specific revelation of the New Testament is that God the Father is the father of the Lord Jesus Christ. It also shows without any doubt the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ by His attributes and His works. The words father and son are used in the New Testament to show the intimacy of the relationship between God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ with out fulfilling all the relationships which would be true of a human relationship of Father and Son. This was the error of the Arian theologians who said that he was a son of God but not equal with God. 

4. The second person has been the Son from eternity past. For eternity there has been this close relationship between the Father and the Son. In Isaiah 9:6 it shows that a child is born but a son is given. The baby was born but the Son was given as the Son had existed forever. What they are saying is that you think of the most noble father and the best possible son and the love between those two and you get a small glimpse of the relationship between the Father and the Son.

5. The Father of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:6-7)

a) Only in Christ do we become brothers. (Galatians 3:27-29) This is the result of the Holy Spirit who baptizes us into the body of Christ and makes us a new creation in Him. (1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5)

b) God is not the spiritual father of the unregenerate man, they are His creation but not His children. (John 14:6)  Before salvation we were sons of our sinful nature. (John 8:42-47, Ephesians 2:19)

6. In summary therefore 

[a] The Son of God is said to have been begotten of the Father ‑ Psalm 2:7, John 1:14, 18, 3:16,18 1 John 4:9

[b] The Father acknowledged the Lord Jesus Christ as His Son ‑ Matthew 3:17, 17:5, Luke 9:35

[c] The Father is acknowledged by the Son ‑ Matthew 11:27, 26:63‑64, Luke 22:29, John 8:16‑29, 33‑44, 17:1 The Son is subject to the Father's plan but it should be remembered that the plan had been a joint plan when it was conceived with its recognition of role and responsibility.

[d] The fact that God the Father is acknowledged by men to be the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ ‑ Matthew 16:16, Mark 15:39, John 1:34, 49, Acts 3:13

[e] The Son acknowledges the Father by being subject to Him ‑ John 8:29,49 

[f] Even the demons recognise this relationship between the Father and the Son ‑ Matthew 8:29 Satan's eternal damnation relies on this relationship and its permanency

7. Before salvation all members of the human race were "sold under sin", we were strangers before God, not sons. Romans 7:14, Ephesians 2:19.   Spiritually we were dead, we had no relationship with God other than creatures to the creator we did not recognize Ephesians 2:1

8. Before salvation we were all of different races, the only brotherhood we can ever have is in Christ.  Galatians 3:27-29. 

9. Salvation alone makes us children of God. Before we were slaves of sin, sons of our old sin nature, children of rebellion. Ephesians 2:19, John 8:42-47, 1John 3:10-15.

10. Only God can make us his children, for only God has that power. John 1:12,13. We are either 'born-again', born from above or we remain spiritually dead, children of Satan, John 3:3,6,36. 

11. Unbelievers cannot and will not see this unique relationship. 1John 3:1, 1 Corinthians 1:18. As sons of rebellion they believe their father’s lie i.e. the universal fatherhood of God and universal brotherhood of man (both of which are false concepts). John 8:44. This lie perpetrates the idea that God is a “soft-touch” and will not judge man for their sin, but all will be well in the end.    This is declared false by God in his word.

12. Believers sonship guarantees heirship, eternal life and fellowship for them. 1 John 3:2,3, Romans 8:16-18.

13. The Holy Spirit is God’s down payment on the believer’s inheritance - the assurance of more to come, Ephesians 1:14.

14. Believers are heirs of eternal life through relationship with God in Christ John 8:35, 51.

a. receiving rewards: Colossians 3:24,25, 2 John 8, 1 Corinthians 3:8 and,

b. receiving a resurrection body. 1 Corinthians 15:50-54. 

15. The source of our confidence is based in the Lords resurrection. He is therefore our "lively hope", 1 Peter 1:3-5.   He can be depended upon to meet all needs for we will be with him forever. John 14:1-4. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

RELIGION

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

CHURCH: WORSHIP AND PRAISE

1. The Hebrew word used in worship is "Shoko" - to bow down.

2. The Greek words are as follows:-

a) proskueo - prostrate yourself. (1 Corinthians 14:5)

b) sebomai - lack of arrogance. (Matthew 15:9)

c) sebazomai - stand in awe. (Romans 1:25)

d) eusebeo - act with devotion. (Acts 17:23)

3. Worship is the attitude of the believer when he approaches God in awe, fear and respect. (1 Chronicles 29:20, Matthew 22:21, Romans 13:17)

4. We should never be casual or flippant with God. (John 13:13, Hebrew 10:19-21)

5. Worship is an expression of bible doctrine that a believer has in him and is applying. All expression of doctrine is worship. (Nehemiah 8:6-10, 9:3)

6. We must worship the Lord in spirit, controlled by the Spirit, and in truth, reflecting doctrine accurately. (John 4:23-24)

7. It is therefore of critical importance that we worship in accordance with biblical doctrines. This is especially important in singing as because of pleasant music it is easy to forget or ignore the meaning of the words being sung.

8. People worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:11, 9:38)

9. People who do not worship God will worship demons. (Deuteronomy 8:19-20, 11:16, 30:17-20, Romans 1:25)

10. All will eventually bow before Jesus Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord, either for blessing or before they are judged eternally. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10)

11. In eternity there will be perfect worship as there will be perfect knowledge of doctrine. (Revelation 4:8-11)

12. Worship begins at salvation. (Mark 5:1-10, 18-20)

13. Worship expresses a believers concentration on his Lord. (Psalms 29, 66, 96 , John 12:1-11)

14. The song of worship. (1 Chronicles 16:7-36)

15. We worship through:-

a) Reading God's Word. (Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, 1 Timothy 4:13)

b) Studying God's Word. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15)

c) Teaching God's Word. (Acts 2:42, 6:7, 12:24, 18:28, 1 Timothy 4:6, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2)

d) Preaching God's Word. (2 Timothy 4:2)

e) The sacrifice of our praise. (Hebrews 13:15)

f) The sacrifice of our good works. (Hebrews 13:16)

g) The sacrifice of our bodies. (Romans 12:1)

h) The sacrifice of our substance. (Philippians 4:18)

i) The receiving of His Son. (John 1:11-12)

j) The keeping of the Ordinances. (1 Corinthians 11:2)

k) Through the singing of Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, James 5:13)

l) Prayers, Intercessions, Supplications and Thanksgiving. (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 8)

16. Praise

a) Praise and thanksgiving are linked in worship. (1 Chronicles 23:30)

b) When they praised the Lord at the dedication of Solomon's Temple the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13,14)

c) Praise always glorifies God. (Psalm 50:231

d) When Paul and Silas praised God by singing hymns in prison God acted for them. (Acts 16:25)

e) The Jews were delivered when they sang praises to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:21,22)

f) Praise is important in missionary work. (Psalm 96)

g) Praise is a feature of the Godly home. (Psalm 118:15)

h) Jesus Christ praises God in the midst of the Church (Hebrews 2:12)

CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES 

1. The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

2. The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

3. The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

4. The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

5. The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

6. The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

7. The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

CHRISTIAN LIFE - BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY

1. Definition - falling from the standard of living that the Lord calls us to and living at a lower level of belief, behaviour, and emotion. Living in a state of embarrassment at the gospel, thinking as an unbeliever would.

2. The Lord knows who are his, we don't. 2 Timothy 2:19. A backslider is out of fellowship, and may resemble an unbeliever in every way yet still be saved. They are like the prodigal son. Luke 15:3ff. These people are different (although they appear to be the same) to religious unbelievers. 2 Peter 2:1 -22,  Jude 4 -13, 18, 19, 22.

3. The Lord desires these people to be restored. Matthew 18:12 -14, Luke 15:3 -32. In the Old Testament this message is also clear. Hosea 4:14-19, 11:7, 8, 14:1-4, Jeremiah 2:19, 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22,  5:6, 8:5, 14:7,Jeremiah 31:22, 49:4.

4.Believers who are "offended' at the Word have failed to grow spiritually John 6:61 -63, Matthew 11:6, 1 Corinthians 10: 13, Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17, John 16:1, Matthew 24:9, 10.

5. The disciples all were offended at the Lord at his death. Matthew 26:31, 33-35, cf. 67-75.

6. Falling from grace is another way of expressing backsliding. Colossians 1:23, Galatians 5:4, 2 Peter 3:17. It means to fall from a place where you stand for grace and adopt an inferior way of living the Christian way of life, like legalism.

7. God disciplines the backslider, but their eternal security is secure. Hebrews 12:5 -13, 16, 17, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 1 Peter 1:4, 5, 2 Timothy 2:11- 13, John 1:12, Ephesians 1:13.

8. The Lord is able to keep us from falling, although we can walk away from his provision by following our pride rather than his truth. Jude 24. 1 Corinthians 10:11 -14, 1 Timothy 3:6, 7.

9. At the end of the church age the Lord prophesied that there would be a time of almost total backsliding on the part of the organised church.2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1 Timothy 4:1- 6, 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

10. The Lord warns all backsliders very directly in Revelation 2 : 5. No fruit for too long = sin unto death! John 15:1-5.

11. Backsliding and Recovery

Seven Steps Downwards

a Trifling with Sin Romans 13:14

b. Yielding to Sin Romans 6:13

c. Habitually Serving Sin 2 Peter 2:8

d. Abandoning Ourselves to Sin Ephesians 4:19

e. Being Abandoned by God to Sin Romans 1:24,26,28

f. Encouraging Others to Sin Romans 1:32

g. Experiencing Hell on Earth James 3:6, 1 Timothy 5:6

Seven Steps Upwards

a. Resisting Sin in our Attitudes James 4:7

b. Overcoming Sin by Faith in Christ Galatians 5:16

c.  Habitually being Victorious over Sin Romans 6:14, 1 John 5:4-5

d. Entering into the Secret of a Victorious Life Hid with Christ in God Romans 8:37, 2 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 3:1-3

e. Being Taken by God into Deeper Fellowship 1 Timothy 1:12, 1 Corinthians 4:2

f. Delivering Others from Sin. Jude 22-23

g. Experiencing Heaven on Earth Jude 24-25, Philippians 4:6-7

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

[3] - BEING WEARY WITH GOD

Malachi 1:10-14: Who [is there] even among you that would shut the doors [for nought]? neither do ye kindle [fire] on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand. For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name [shall be] great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense [shall be] offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name [shall be] great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD [is] polluted; and the fruit thereof, [even] his meat, [is] contemptible. Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness [is it]! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye brought [that which was] torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD. But cursed [be] the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I [am] a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name [is] dreadful among the heathen. 

KEY WORDS
	Shut
	Sagar
	Shut up, close up, stop

	Door
	Deleth
	Door, gate, leaf

	Kindle
	Or
	Light, kindle, set on fire

	Altar
	Mizbeach
	Altar

	Nought
	Chinnam
	Gratis, free, costing nothing

	Pleasure
	Chephets
	Pleasure, desire, purpose

	Host
	Tsaba
	Host, mass of persons, company

	Accept
	Ratsah
	Be pleased with, accept, delight

	Offering
	Minchah
	Offering, gift, present, sacrifice

	Hand
	Yad
	Hand, power, means

	Rising
	Mizrach
	Sunrise, rising, east

	Sun
	Shemesh
	Sun, ray, east, brilliant

	Going down
	Mabo
	Sunset, going down, west

	Name
	Shem
	Name, appellation, renown

	Great
	Gadol
	Great, noble, mighty

	Gentile, heathen
	Goy
	Gentile, foreign nation, people

	Place
	Maqom
	Spot, place, locality

	Incense
	Qatar
	Smoke, incense, (offer) sacrifice

	Offer
	Nagash
	Offer, present, approach, worship

	Pure
	Tahor
	Pure, clean, fair

	Profane
	Chalal
	Pollute, profane, defile

	Table
	Shulchan
	Table, hence: meal

	Pollute
	Gaal
	Desecrate, defile, pollute, stain

	Fruit
	Nob
	Fruit, produce

	Meat
	Okel
	Food, meat, meal, eating

	Contemptible
	Bazah
	Contemptible, disdain

	Behold
	Hinneh
	Behold, lo, see

	What a weariness
	Mattelaah
	What a trouble/weariness!

	Snuff at
	Naphach
	Snuff, puff, give up, scatter

	Torn
	Gazal
	Pluck off, spoil, tear

	Lame
	Pisseach
	Lame

	Sick
	Chalah
	Weak, sick, diseased, worn

	Curse
	Arar
	Bitterly curse, execrate

	Deceiver
	Nakal
	Deceiver, beguile, defraud

	Flock
	Eder
	Flock, herd, drove

	Male
	Zakar
	Male, man

	Vow
	Nadir
	Vow, promise

	Sacrifice
	Zabach
	Slay, sacrifice, kill, offer

	Corrupt thing
	Shachath
	Corrupt (thing), decay, perish

	King
	Melek
	King, royal

	Dreadful
	Yare
	Dread(ful), fear(ful), revere


REFLECTION
The Lord starts this section with the question that there was not one sincere or honest priest among them. They were selfish and worldly to such an extent that not one of them would even kindle a fire on the hearth of the altar unless he was paid for it. Some commentators take the view that God is effectively expressing the wish that the priests would not even open the Temple doors to light fires there that achieved nothing. There were 24 porters to open and shut the doors of the mountain of the house, or the temple, and the court of women in the daytime. At night there were 24 guards also that kept watch; the priests kept guard in three places, and then there were 21 Levites.

The kindling of the fire was done every morning, for though one of the Jewish writers said that fire came down from heaven, it was ordered that they should bring common fire. There were three piles or rows of fire made every day upon the altar; the first was a large one, on which they offered the daily sacrifice, with the rest of the offerings; the second was on the side of it, a little one, from which they took fire in the censer to burn incense every day. The third had no other use for it but to confirm the command concerning fire. 

God’s suggestion that they didn’t bother doing these comprised harsh words indeed from a God who had chosen Israel as His special nation, and had given them a priesthood and a Temple so that they could come into His presence, and so that they might be a light to the Gentiles. 

In effect God is saying that the state of things had got so bad that they might as well not bother with their religious duties and worship services. When the service of God has become burdensome and despised then God has every right to be displeased. I am sure that today Christians would be upset if God told them not to bother opening their church up for worship because He found what they did distasteful, but that is essentially what He was saying.

God’s message for them went from bad to worse, because He then went on to say that His name would be magnified in and through the Gentiles, rather than through them, the Jewish priesthood. God uses the expression “from the rising of the sun unto its setting”; in other words, from East to West, is where His name would be honoured. This must surely have trodden on some theological corns for the Jewish priests, who felt that they were God’s representatives on earth, and that if anyone wanted to come to God they had to do it their way. 

The Gentiles were considered to be somewhat inferior, and although they could come to God through the Jewish way of worship as proselytes, it was deemed to be very much as second class citizens spiritually. Yet God is saying here that He would use the Gentiles to display His glory as the Jews were not doing so.

Into this background God says that He is regarding the Gentile worship as more pleasing to Him than the profane rituals that the Jewish priests were performing. Such second-rate worship was unacceptable to God, to the extent that He said that no worship at all was better than bad worship that did not reflect His Kingship and Divine Majesty. The "fruit" is the produce of the altar, on which the priests subsisted. They did not literally say, ‘The Lord's table is contemptible,’ but their acts virtually said so. 

They did not act so as to lead the people to reverence, and to offer their best to the Lord on it. The reference to ‘snuffing’ at it is a metaphor taken from cattle which do not like their fodder. They blow strongly through their nose upon it; and after this neither they nor any other cattle will eat it.

Things must have been bad indeed, but then God never does like complacency. This is echoed in Revelation 3:14-22, where the message to the Laodicean church is very strong against the lukewarm approach, the complacency and the feeling that they were fine spiritually, whereas in God’s sight they were empty. Our motivation in serving God is so important; it should be to please God rather than out of a sense of bored duty. It is dangerous when what we think is acceptable is actually rejected by God.

Perhaps one of the problems was that the priests obtained their role by being born in the tribe of Levi, rather than having a living encounter with God. They had become weary with their role, and it did not express the high privilege of their calling. They were taking God for granted, but that is something we can never do with God (at least with impunity!). 

Even today, the calling to preach and minister God’s word is a great privilege (and responsibility), yet so many so-called ministers treat God’s word far too lightly, and as a result God’s people go hungry at best, while others are misled. God would rather a minister stopped preaching than that he preach no gospel at all, and in saying that, the Bible is quite clear that it has to be the true gospel that is preached.

The challenging thing here is that God had noticed that the priests were bringing the defective animals as offerings to Him. So often we convince ourselves, and maybe even others, that it doesn’t matter if what we give to God is less than our best. We may not have a reaction from other people, but God does notice; He knows what is in our heart, and He is well aware if we give Him second best. 

We cannot cheat or defraud God, and the sooner we learn that the better. We need to remember Jesus’ words in Luke 12:2-3 that there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed. Even the hidden thoughts and murmurings among the priests were known to God, and this was one of the reasons that God’s displeasure was aroused.

There had been times in Israel’s history when their relationship with God was right, and the nations around had come to respect Him. For example, when the spies went to Jericho before Israel attacked, Rahab had heard of what God had done in their midst and feared God because of it. Israel was called to be a light to the other nations, for she had the relationship with and the laws of God, but by the time of Malachi things had slipped into a state of advanced complacency. The priests felt the whole thing had become a burden, and that the Lord’s Table was defiled. When man is not in relationship with God there is a tendency to disagree with God’s viewpoint, and this had happened here.

The people of Israel had cheapened the grace of God; He had given the sacrificial system as a picture of what Christ was going to do in giving Himself for the forgiveness of man’s sin, and this showed tremendous grace on God’s part, for without His forgiveness we all deserve death. As such the system in place was of huge value, but instead His name had become dishonoured as the rituals became nothing more than working through a system of works without a living relationship with God. 

When we look clearly and honestly at what God has done for us, and in this the sacrificial system pointed to that, we should be prepared to go to any lengths to follow in God’s ways. Quite apart form that, the very majesty, nature and character of God is such that we should give of the best we have in worship to God.

By contrast, cheap grace presumes that God is present and will bless what we do, regardless of the inner attitude and the outer behaviour. Cheap grace presumes upon God’s blessing, but fails to realise that the blessing has been withdrawn. God is utterly holy, and that is the reason that Christ had to come to die, for without His offering of Himself God’s holiness would never have been satisfied. Yet, within that, God still loves, as indeed was brought out right at the beginning of this chapter. God’s true grace is free, but never cheap. Also, in receiving it, it costs us everything. God’s grace works in us to draw us to Himself and produce fruit in terms of changed lives, so that His name is honoured in a rebellious world.

TOPICS

PRIESTS

1. A priest is a man who represents himself or other men before God.

2. There are three categories of priesthood in human history:

a) Family priest - from Adam until Levi

b) Levitical priesthood. - appointed under the Law of Moses

c) Royal priesthood

i) Melchizedek - king of Jerusalem, but also priest of the Most High (Genesis 14:18)

ii) Jesus Christ - King of Kings and the Great High Priest (Hebrews 10:17)

iii) Church Age believer - we share Christ's priesthood, since we are united with Him (1 Peter 2:9)

3. Until the Law was given the head of each family was the priest for that family. (Genesis 8:20, 26:25, 31:54)

4. When the Law was proposed the whole nation of Israel was to be "a kingdom of priests unto God". The nation of Israel however failed in unbelief.

5. God appointed Aaron and his family in the tribe of Levi as a specialised priesthood (Exodus 28:1)

6. All believers in the Church Age have become a kingdom of priests in Christ (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

7. The chief privilege of being a priest is to be able to approach God directly. (Hebrews 4:14-16, 10:19-22)

8. In their role as a priest the believer offers:-

a) Their own body. (Romans 12:1, Philippians 2:17)

b) Praise to God. (Hebrews 13:15-16)

c) Their possessions. (Romans 12:13, Galatians 6:6)

d) Intercession on behalf of others. (Colossians 4:12,1 Timothy 2:1)

9. The priest must be a partaker of the nature of the people he represents. Jesus Christ had to be a human too. (Hebrews 5:1, 7:4, 5, 7:14-28, 10:5, 10:10-14)

10. Comparison of the priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Hebrews 

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

PRIESTS:  LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD

1. Aaron was the first appointed High Priest in the Levitical priesthood. (Exodus 28:1, Numbers 18:7, 8).

2. In the Levitical priesthood sons followed their father by physical birth into the priesthood.

3. Any descendants of Aaron who had physical defects were eliminated (Leviticus 21:21-23)

4. The function of the Levitical priesthood

a) To teach the law (Leviticus 10:11)

b) To offer the sacrifices (Leviticus 9)

c) Maintain the tabernacle. (Numbers 18:3) (Levites)

d) To function in the Holy Place where they changed the shewbread and trimmed the candlestick. (Exodus 30:7-8, Leviticus 24:5-8)

e) They inspected diseased persons in order to declare them unclean. (Leviticus 13, 14)

f) They acted as the supreme court of the land and judged major controversies. (Deuteronomy 17:8, 19:17, 21:5)

g) Priestly blessings. (Numbers 6:22)

5. Some priests also received the office of prophet.  Eg - Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah.

6. The tribe of Levi

a) The Levites descended from Levi who was chosen by God for the care and protection of holy things. (Numbers 3:5 ff, 8:14-19)

b) The first-born of all tribes of Israel were consecrated to the Lord. They were ransomed back by five shekels of silver, this money paying for the tribe of Levi who were their representatives.

c) The period of service for the Levites was from 25 to 50 years of age because of the tremendous pressures of being involved in spiritual activity.

d) The function of the Levites:-

i) To preserve the law, transmit it for posterity, constantly writing out the scripture. (Leviticus 10:11, Nehemiah 8:9, Ezekiel 44:23)

ii) They were to assist the priests in the service of the tabernacle and later the temple. (Numbers 18:4)

iii) There were two tasks that were not done by the Levites. The hewing of wood and fetching of the water by the Gibeonites. (Joshua 9:21) The gatekeepers. (1 Chronicles 26:1, 19)

iv) Classification of the Levites:-

Kohath responsible for the ark, table of shewbread, the two altars, the lamp stand, the sacred vessel and the veil. Gershom, for the coverings, hangings from the tabernacle, the doors. Meran, for the planks, the bars, the pillars, the sockets, the pins and the cords.

v) The Levites were responsible for the transportation of the tabernacle.

vi) The Levites were also responsible for all the music.

7. Dress of the High Priest (Exodus 28)

Except on ceremonial occasions, the dress of the priests and the high priest was no different from that of the common people. On ceremonial occasions the High Priest's uniform consisted of the following:  white linen shorts, a white linen coat approximately hip length, a belt in the same colour as the curtains - white, blue, scarlet and purple, a turban-like cap with a golden crown inscribed 'Holy to Jehovah' (his badge of rank), an ephod of blue lavishly embroidered with colours, a breastplate of gold and cloth with the twelve stones representing the tribes engraved with their names and fastened with gold clasp. (see Priestly Garments).

8. The consecration of the priests and High Priests described in (Exodus 29)

9. The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16) On that high holy day, the high priest donned his ceremonial robes and entered the Tabernacle where he sprinkled the blood of the bullock of the sin offering for himself over the top of the mercy seat. (v6, 14). 

If he emerged from the Holy of Holies his priesthood was assured for another year. He re-entered a second time with the blood of the goat of the sin offering for the people to do likewise for them. His return to the Israelites signified that he had obtained national pardon. The people of Israel were spared. (v30).

10. The descendants of the High Priest

a) Succession occurred upon the officiating high priest's death with the eldest surviving son's installation. (Numbers 20:28)

b) The line was promised to pass down through Phinehas eldest son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron. (Numbers 25:10-13). Eli was a legitimate priest and descendant of Ithmar, but not an high priest; the switch in the time took place during Saul's reign. It was rightfully restored to the line of Eleazer during Solomon's reign. (1 Kings 2:26, 27, 35). When Israel was about to go under dispersion in Jeremiah's day, Seraiah was high priest. He was captured by Nebuzar-adam and executed at Riblah. (2 Kings 25:18-2 1). His son Josedech, who should have inherited the office, never served as high priest but lived and died in captivity at Babylon. (Haggai 1:1-14). His son Joshua assumed the office when the High Priesthood was restored in the days of Zechariah and Zerubbabel. (Zechariah 3. )

c) His successors were Jothum, Eliashia, Joiada, Johanan and Jaddua, who served in time of Alexander the Great. He met Alexander's conquering army with a scroll of Daniel in his hand. By reading him those passages dealing with him Jaddua won Alexander's friendship for the Jews.

d) Jaddua's successors were Onias I and Simon the Just. Onias II, too young to become the high priest, was set aside in favour of Simon's brother Eleazer.

e) The high priesthood was passed down to the Asmonaean family of the course (class or order) of Joiarits. (1 Chronicles 9:10, 24:7, Nehemiah 11:10) and continued in that line until Herod the Great destroyed that family, the last high priest, Aristobul being murdered by order of Herod (Herod the Great's brother in law) in 35 BC

f) There were twenty-eight high priests until the year 70 AD Two high priests related to the death of Christ were Caiaphas and Annas. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

1. Definition: Attitude or Mental attitude is the state of mind where the mind is set on a course of action on the basis of the whole function and thinking of the soul.

2. Every believer faces the inner conflict of divine versus human viewpoint. These two attitudes are at war in humanity in human history from the time of the fall. (Isaiah 55:7-9)

3. We are commanded to have divine viewpoint in our souls not the viewpoint of Satan (worldliness). 2 Corinthians 1:7, 10:5.  (via Doctrine in the Soul). 

3. Attitude determines both the life and character of a person - what you think is what you are (Proverbs 23:7)

4. As Christians we are commanded to have our thinking in tune with the mind of Christ. Gods plan for our lives calls for a new attitude in our souls, a new viewpoint, without any human viewpoint or mental attitude sin (1Corinthians 2:16, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 Romans 12:2, Philippians 2:5, 2 Timothy 1:7)

5. Fellowship within a church is based on believers all being in tune with what the Bible teaches. Philippians 2:2.

6. Knowledge of the Bible (the mind of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16) and control by the Holy Spirit renews the mind of the believer, giving divine viewpoint. (Romans 12:2)

7. The right mental attitude produces joy (Philippians 2:2), confidence (2 Corinthians 5:1,6,8), stability (Isaiah 26:3-4, Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2), true giving (2 Corinthians 9:7), love (1 Corinthians 13:5)

8. Human viewpoint is called worldliness. (Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2)

9. Evil is what you think as you are following Satan’s policy. Matthew 9:4, Galatians 6:3. Mental attitude sins produce self induced misery. (Proverbs 15:13)

10. Without clear thinking there is conflict in the mind of the believer. Isaiah 55:6-9, James 1:7-8.

11. True stability of Character comes only this way. Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2.

12. Giving is a mental attitude. 2 Corinthians 9:7. Love is a mental attitude. 1 Corinthians 13: Deuteronomy 6:5,10:12.

13. Worldliness is a mental attitude: It is all non-grace thinking i.e. Anti Gods Plan, Colossians 3:2.

14. Confidence in service and living generally flows from having "Divine Viewpoint" which has other advantages such as 

[a] Stability in life - James 1:8

[b]  Prosperity of soul  - Philippians 4:7

[c] Giving to the Lord - 2 Corinthians 9:7

[d] Spiritual rather than  worldly - Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2

[e] Purity rather than evil - Matthew 9:4

[f] No arrogance - Galatians 6:1-5.

[g] Inner beauty - 1 Timothy 2:9,10,15.

CHURCH: -SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP

1Peter 5:2-4  “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3  neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock. 4   And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

1. As pastors we are all “fellow-elders”, equals before God, tried by suffering, focused and empowered by the Holy Spirit, and  with a heart for service, and an expectation of glory  within to drive us. 

2. We are to “shepherd the flock; loving, self sacrificial service is in view here.

3. We are to feed the flock; they must not starve when they are with us.

4. They are God’s flock, not ours. We have the care and responsibility, but we answer to the Lord himself for our work with the flock he has given us.

5. We are to exercise oversight, so as to receive a good report from the Lord, and we are to be focused, as we serve Him, on His well done not anything else (Matthew 25:21-23).

6. We are to serve in a free way, under the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, not from any other “constraint”. No compulsion is to drive us except the desire coming from within from love for our Lord.

7. We are to be as keen as a volunteer, and with all the passion that this involves.

8. Lust for money, power, authority, position, or reputation, are not to be a part of our lives at all. Such lust for power is illustrated by Diotrephes (3 John 9-10).

9. We are to be filled with passion, ready to serve, with total zeal for the task to which we are called.

10. Not lording it over the flock, as monarchs or dictators.

11. Being patterns, role models that others can follow in holy and joy filled living.

12. Being focused on winning the crown of glory, that is the eternal reward for the pastor who serves well. This involves being prepared to wear the crown of suffering in time with glory in our hearts, for they are fixed on eternal realities, where our true reward will be received.

Lazy pastors, power or money hungry pastors, are strongly rebuked here, and are reminded that the Lord’s expectation of them is serious, and the consequences of failure or success (as the Lord determines it), are eternal. The Lord is the Chief Shepherd, he is the one to whom we must give account, and it is his well done that we are to focus on. 

ISRAEL

1. Israel has a future which was promised to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. Israel's future is based on regeneration. (Romans 9:6-14)

3. Israel's future is related to the land of Palestine. (Genesis 15:18, Numbers 34:1-12, Deuteronomy 30:1-9)

4. Israel has a King forever - the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium. (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37)

5. The promises were confirmed to Jeremiah in the New Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31ff, Hebrews 8:8-13)

6. Israel's future begins as a nation at the Second Advent of Christ. (Zechariah 14:1-9)

7. Israel's future is guaranteed, even though the nation is now in dispersion under the discipline of God. (Isaiah 5:26-30, 14-1-3, 10:20-23, 11:11-16, Zechariah 10:6-12)

8. Israel had a purpose

a) To witness to the holiness of the one true God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,12)

b) To illustrate to the nations the blessings derived from serving the one true God. (Deuteronomy 33:26-29, 1 Chronicles 17:20-21, Psalm 144:15)

c) To receive, record and broadcast the Scriptures. (Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Romans 3:1-2)

d) To receive and proclaim the promised Messiah. (Genesis 3:15, 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Isaiah 7:14, 9:6)

9. The nation Israel is now in dispersion under the discipline of God.  The Church has replaced the mission of Israel during the Church Age. (Romans 11)  When the Church is removed in the Rapture, Israel will again take up its purpose during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:4-8)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

6. In the Bible the human race is divided in three Categories:-

[a] Natural Man - A person born physically alive, but not regenerated. He may be highly sophisticated, civilised, gentle and kind, but is completely ignorant of any spiritual phenomena. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Equivalent to the cold person in the church in Laodicea.

[b] Carnal Man - A person regenerated or born again but living his life under the power of his old sin nature. Prolonged activity in this area produces a Christian who is still a baby. (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Equivalent to the lukewarm person in the church of Laodicea.

[c] Spiritual Man - A person regenerated and living generally in the power of the Holy Spirit. He discerns the difference between the things of God and man. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13) He has fellowship with God in his daily life. (Ephesians 5:18-20) Equivalent to the hot person in the church of Laodicea.

7. Carnality

[a] The believer possesses an Old Sin Nature after salvation (1John 1:8, Romans 7:14,15).

[b]. The Old Sin Nature is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).

[c]. The believer under the control of the Old Sin Nature is called carnal (1Corinthians 3:1-3, Romans 7:14).

[d]. The Old Sin Nature frustrates bona fide production in the life of the believer (Romans 7:15).

[e]. The Old Sin Nature is acquired at the point of physical birth (Psalm 51:5).

[f]. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

[g]. The Old Sin Nature has several facets:  areas of weakness produces sins, areas of strength produces human good. It has trends towards asceticism or lasciviousness. In many cases asceticism is considered to be spirituality.

[h] The Old Sin Nature is not found in the resurrection body.

CHAPTER 2

[4] - GOD’S DESIRE FOR TRUTH AND EQUITY

Malachi 2:1-9: And now, O ye priests, this commandment [is] for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay [it] to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay [it] to heart. Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, [even] the dung of your solemn feasts; and [one] shall take you away with it. And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him [for] the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name. The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity. For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he [is] the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law. 
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REFLECTION
God has clearly not finished with the priests here, and once more He condemns their inadequate service. They are called to set their heart to honour God’s name, and this of course involves much more than merely going about their religious duties as a matter of routine, without honouring God in their heart and motives. 

God said that if they did not honour His name in this way He would curse their blessings. Indeed it seems that God had already cursed them from the way that the verse continues. The rebuke given to the priests for their wicked behaviour is followed by an announcement of the punishment which they will bring upon themselves in case they should not observe the admonition, or render to the Lord the reverence due to His name when discharging the duties of their office.

Verse 1 introduces the threat and this is called mitsvâh, a command, not as a commission which the prophet received, for the speaker is not the prophet, but Jehovah Himself; nor as “instruction, admonition, or warning,” for mitsvâh has no such meaning. The term command is applied to that which the Lord has resolved to bring upon a person, inasmuch as the execution or accomplishment is effected by earthly instruments by virtue of a divine command. The reference is to the threat of punishment which follows in v2-3, but which is only to be carried out in case the priests do not hear and lay to heart, namely, the warning which the Lord has addressed to them through Malachi in chapter 1, and sanctify His name by their service.

Perhaps it is not clear whether God would curse the blessings that they received, such that their work, and perhaps their lifestyle, would be doomed to failure. Alternatively, the priests were presumably pronouncing blessings on others during the course of their duties, and it is likely that God would not honour those blessings. It is so often the case that when the spiritual leaders of a land do not give a clear lead for God, the spirituality of the people at large slips, and God is obliged to move in judgement in order to try and draw the people back to Him. On that basis much of the Western world is overdue for God’s judgement! If nothing else the reversal of the blessings into curses should have brought them up short so that they would question where they had gone wrong.

Indeed God says in this passage that He will corrupt their seed. This may refer to the harvest of the land, and God frequently does bring famine on nations that do not follow His ways. He also inflicted famine on Israel in times when they were disobedient to the covenant. It is also possible that God is here referring to the priests’ offspring, that He will reprove their descendants. It is frequently the case that unless God moves sovereignly in mercy, the descendants of a backsliding person are less spiritually inclined towards God than the parents, so that the slippery slope of drifting away from God continues. There is a duty upon the priests here, and upon Christians today (especially leaders) to educate the following generation with the truth of God’s word. God is sufficiently displeased with the priests in this passage that He threatens to spread on their faces the dung from the deformed animals used in their sacrifices. This was an expression of degradation and shame, for the dung was to me removed from the Temple area to outside the city.

This is somewhat in contrast with the all-loving God that is presented to people in today’s church. It is, of course, entirely true that God is infinitely loving, and we need to have a good grasp of that, for with that reassurance we have great security in life. However, God is also equally infinitely holy, pure, just and righteous, and He cannot and will not tolerate sin in any form, and to present a defiled and unworthy offering to Him (in whatever form that might take) is sinful and unworthy of His holiness. 

Today’s church, especially in the West, is quick to tolerate, if not endorse, many practices that God’s word condemns, including immorality, cohabitation outside of marriage, homosexuality, and sometimes behaviour that is less than honest in both business and church life, to name but a few problems. The mood of the day seems to believe that God does not notice, or that He will turn a blind eye to such practices. Much less emphasis is placed upon the mindset that actively seeks to please God and turn away from sin but that should be our aim rather than “seeing what we can get away with”. 

One of the final messages in the book of Revelation (22:15) is that outside the renewed city of God will be those who practise magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practises falsehood (NIV). If God actively moved in judgement today then a good number of those filling the pews of the churches would not be part of God’s Kingdom.

Earlier prophets (such as Amos) had condemned the Temple worship from the perspective that it seemed to be flourishing and was being conducted in the proper manner, but that what was done was merely a veneer that did not please God. However, by Malachi’s day it seems that the Temple worship had sunk to such a level that it was not even being taken seriously any more, and for that reason it drew severe condemnation from God, with the priests being the worst offenders. The thrust of Malachi’s heart, however, was not that the worship should be abandoned, but that it should return to how God had planned it, undertaken by those with a heart that was set on pleasing God.

When Jesus was on earth He declared that worship that pleased God would be in Spirit and in truth. God loves to receive true worship from His people, and He will bless those whose heart is right before Him. It is in the heart of man, however, to allow worship to become stale and ritualistic, without any heart in it. Perhaps this is easier in churches that have a set liturgy where the same words become a mater of routine rather than life. 

However, even churches that do not have a liturgy, and claim to be “free” in their worship style, frequently settle into a pattern that is little more than their own “liturgy” and which can become lifeless and dull. Each Christian needs to come afresh to God regularly to meet with Him in a living way.

God’s word through Malachi then turns to His covenant with Levi, the tribe that was given the responsibility and privilege of administering the worship in Israel. They were given this task after Aaron had made the golden calf and led the people into idolatry while Moses was on the mountain with God. Moses asked for those who were for the Lord to rally to him (Exodus 32:25-26), and the Levites did so. God declares in v5 that Levi revered His name and was in awe of it. The reward for that was to be life and peace as promised in this verse. God’s name is always to be revered and held in honour, and there are many Biblical injunctions to this effect. The fear of the Lord is indeed the beginning of wisdom. 

Furthermore, Levi was true in his instruction of the people and nothing false was on his lips. The commendation continued that Levi walked in peace and uprightness with God and turned many from sin. This character should be reflected by every genuine minister of God. 

One of the basic requirements of a servant of God is to turn others away from sin, and to reflect the light of Christ in a dark world. This implies that the true servant of God takes the time to read, understand and apply the word of God to his own life, so that he can then honestly teach it to others. This was clearly a far cry from the state of the priests in Malachi’s day, and too often is absent in today’s church also. 

There is a sense in which every priest or minister of God is a messenger from Him, and as such needs to convey accurately, in word and deed, the message of God’s word. The call to preach is a high one, and requires the highest standards of Godly character. Let us examine the character of Levi in some further detail.

The covenant with Levi highlights his characteristics that can be summarised in 6 points:

· He feared God

· He was reverent before God’s name

· The law of truth was in his mouth

· Injustice was not on his lips

· He walked with God in peace and equity

· He turned many away from iniquity.

Added to the above, in v7 God, through Malachi, said that the lips of a priest should keep knowledge and people should seek the law from his mouth as he is God’s messenger. Let us examine again the above points to explore their relevance for us.

· We too are to fear God. Proverbs tells us that the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. God’s wisdom gives us skill for living, that we live and order our lives as God would want. There are some who fill the office of minister, but who do not fear God, and in some cases do not even believe in God. Each Christian needs a healthy fear of God as a starting point, for He deserves all honour and respect. 

· We are to be reverent before God’s name. This touches on the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer, which starts “Hallowed be Thy name”. God is utterly holy and the 10 commandments instruct us not to take the Lord’s name in vain. In Bible times a person’s name reflected their character, so if we revere God’s name then we should be reverent to God Himself. This is important for all Christians, but especially so for church leaders.

· The law of truth was in Levi’s mouth, or possibly the word of instruction was in his mouth. A good attitude to God will naturally lead to a right attitude to God’s word. This is vital in our day, for many so-called preachers take a verse out of context to promote their own agenda, rather than teach the whole counsel of God in truth. We need to study God’s word, get to understand it, and apply it to our lives. Good, wholesome teaching of God’s word is vital in the life of any believer, and is a major means of spiritual growth. In our passage here, the priests of Malachi’s day were falling down on this point.

· The natural follow on from this is that there should be no injustice found on our lips. This should flow naturally from having God’s word in our hearts. However, we are also to seek justice in what we say. We should do nothing that would falsely undermine another’s position, and we should strive for that which is righteous and just.

· The priests were also required to walk before God in peace and equity. Indeed it could be argued how anyone could walk before God without peace and equity. One of God’s great gifts to a believer is to know his peace, but there have been many priests over the years who have neither known nor shown God’s peace. We should display God’s peace to others, and experience the reality of Jesus’ words that blessed are the peacemakers. In terms of equity, this is linked to justice and fairness. We should not show partiality, and a Christian leader should not show favouritism. We all have special friends, but a good leader will not show partiality in the things of God.

· This leads on to the next point, that the priests were to turn others away from iniquity. This should apply to Christians too, and we should do all we can to turn others away from sin. In large measure, if we are fulfilling the other characteristics, then this will follow. We should be so attuned to God’s righteousness that it will grieve us if we see someone embarked on a sinful course, and so we should be eager to direct people away from actions that would displease God.

The American preacher Jonathan Edwards was one of the leaders of the Great Awakening from 1725-1750. He was known for his sermon entitled “Sinners in the hands of an angry God” and such was the anointing on the message that people literally clung to the pews inside the church, and tree trunks outside the church, to stop themselves falling into hell. He had a clear understanding of the needs for an upright walk with God, and in fact the words on his tomb are found in Malachi 2:6. This is a huge tribute to anyone, and we all need to aspire to such an epitaph.

In verse 8 the priests are condemned for having turned from this narrow way, which for us is the way of Christ, and have proved to be a stumbling block to others around. The priests should have led to people to God, and by their Levitical priesthood they should have pointed the way to the coming Messiah, but they had failed. The very existence of their priesthood pointed to the better priesthood that was to come in Christ, but they had robbed the people of the witness that they so greatly needed. 

In the gospels Jesus had strong words to say about those who were stumbling blocks to others in terms of finding the way to God. He also spoke harshly about false shepherds who would not care for the flock entrusted to them, but were more concerned for their own wellbeing. The situation is no different in our day, for all Christians, and especially the leaders, should lead others to God through Christ, and not be a stumbling block to them, either by their words or their lifestyle.

The result in verse 9 would be that the priests would become contemptible before the people because of their behaviour. People in positions of trust lose credibility when they do not live up to the requirements of their positions. This is seen too often with politicians in our day, but also it happens to priests too. Not only are Christian leaders whose behaviour falls short exposed by the media (if not by God), but also the credibility of the role becomes undermined. So often in some parts of the West, the clergy are regarded as weak, ineffectual, and sometimes a laughing stock by the world. By contrast, a truly godly leader stands out as a beacon light and commands respect.

TOPICS

ISRAEL - NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE

1. Leviticus 26 states the five cycles of discipline

If the people in the nation do not want to do things in God’s way God will hit them in five cycles of increasing discipline until He completely destroys the nation.

2. First cycle - v 14-17 - sickness, depression, economic problems, people losing their strength of character, lack of power in the nation.

3. Second cycle -v 18-20 - this is an intensified form of the first cycle with recession turning into depression, they become even less enthusiastic. 

4. Third cycle - v 21-22 - the situation further intensifies, psychological problems in the nation multiply, people behave like animals, the wild animals are prowling on the streets both physically and symbolically.  It was not safe to go out.  Here you have a breakdown in a nation with psychiatric problems and criminal problems.

5. Fourth cycle - v 23 - 26 - this is the invasion of your land with defeat with all the things that go with it, with food rationing, with privation.

6. Fifth cycle  - v 27-39 - this shows nation collapse and the removal of the nation from the land.

7. The parallel passage in Deuteronomy 28 indicates that God deals with the nation that rejects his Word in a systematic way.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS

1. Divine discipline is the result of a believer disobeying the will of God.

2. God disciplines all true children. Those who are not true children do not know discipline. (Hebrews 12:8; 1 Peter 5:9-10).

3. God's discipline of believers is shown in

a) Old Testament (Proverbs 3:11,12);

b) New Testament (Hebrews 12:3-13; Revelation 3:19).

4. Attitudes towards God's discipline (Hebrews 12:3-15).

a) Think lightly of it (v 5).

b) Faint or become disheartened (v 5).

c) Endure discipline (v 7).

d) Learn and benefit from discipline. (v 11).

5. The effect of God's discipline

a) Discipline blesses the believer (Psalm 94:12)

b) Lives are changed (Hebrews 12:11)

c) It is for a limited time. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

d) It is for the believer's benefit (Hebrews 12:10)

6. The believer who refuses to repent may be disciplined to the extent of death (1 Corinthians 11:30-31, 1 John 5:16)

7. Divine discipline never implies a loss of salvation. Galatians 3:26, 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE

1. Two words are translated repentance in the New Testament:-

a) Metanoia - META - to change , NOIA - the mind, which means to change one's opinion or mind about something or someone.

b) Meta Melamai - to feel sorry for - an emotional reaction because of acts undertaken.

2. Repentance in salvation is to change one's attitude toward the person and work of Christ. (Luke 13:3,5, 15:7, 10, 16:30, 3 1, Acts 17:30, 31, 20:2 1, Romans 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

3. Repentance is used in salvation mainly for the Jews. The Jews had seen Christ as a great teacher, a wise man, a prophet. They repented and now recognised him as the Son of God. In the case of the Gentiles, the word believe is used. (Acts 16:3 1 ) as they had no previous ideas about the person of Christ.

4. The Fruit of Meta Melamai, such as penance and sorrow does not save. e.g. Judas repented of his actions and went to eternal damnation.

5. However, Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11)

6. The Holy Spirit is responsible for repentance in salvation. (1 Corinthians 2:14, John 16:8-11) It convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment.

7. The Believer is told to repent from dead works or human good.

8. When God repents it is symbolic (Genesis 6:6, Exodus 32:14, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:35, Jeremiah 15:6, Amos 7:3, 6, Hebrews 7:21)

CHURCH OFFICERS - PASTORS/ELDERS

1. Acts 20:17,28 shows that the elder/pastor/bishop/overseer are the same.  Each word simply emphasizes a different role.

2. Greek words used of the pastoral role and responsibility. 

a) Presbuteros (elder) - the authority in the church (cf the elders were the wise judges who sat at the gates of ancient cities). Acts 20:17

b) Poimenos didaskalos (pastor-teacher) - the shepherd, to feed the flock and protect them. Jeremiah 3:15

c) Episkopos (bishop/overseer) - the leader/overseer of the church. Acts 20:28, 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:7

d) Diakonos (servant/minister) - the servant in humility.

3. It is therefore concluded that an elder is a pastor holding the office of bishop, overseer or shepherd in the Church.  They deal with spiritual matters within the church, shepherding, feeding and protecting the flock.

4. An elder should have the spiritual gift of Pastor/Teacher or Evangelist.

5. Function

a) To rule. (1 Timothy 3:4,5; 5:17) - the pastor/elders in a church are the authority in the church, under God.

b) To guard the body of revealed truth from error and perversion. (Titus 1:9).

c) To oversee the Church as a shepherd of his flock. (Acts 20:28; John 21:16; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3).

d) Elders are given to the church by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28).

e) Great stress is laid upon their due appointment. (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5)

f) At first they were ordained by an apostle. (Acts 14:23)

g) Later Church guidance was required in such appointments. (Titus 1:5; 1 Timothy 3:1-7)

6. Qualifications (1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1)

a) blameless - you will be blamed for many things - make sure they are not true. You must deal with sin in your life.

b) be the husband of one wife or a one-woman man (ie faithful, not lusting after other women) - v 11  He may have been legitimately divorced according to scripture.

c) be vigilant -  clear headed or cool

d) be sober - has self control

e) be of good behaviour - orderly and well co ordinated, respectable

f) be hospitable - always ready to invite people into your home 

g) be keen to teach - keen to share the Word of God with them.

h) not given to wine - he should not be addicted to alcohol.

i) not be a striker - he must not be a hot head

j) must not be greedy of filthy lucre - he must not be greedy for money.

k) must not be a contentious arguer

l) must not be covetous -

m) if married, his wife and children must be dignified and under control.

n) not a new convert.  Train candidates for ministry as deacons, in Sunday Schools and youth groups before appointing them.

o) he must have a good witness to the unbelieving world.

7. The appointment of pastors is described in (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11).

8. The gift of pastor-teacher is given to men only - it is not the role of the woman to teach or exercise authority over men in the church  1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35.

9. Pastoral authority is not a cause for boasting, it is based on service with all humility John 13:5 -17 2 Corinthians 10:8,  Galatians 6:3-5.  The pastor's authority is to teach the Word of God so that all will see the truth clearly.

10. Age is not a barrier 1 Timothy 4:9-12.

11. If the pastor does not fulfil his responsibilities

a) He is to be warned, then rebuked by the elders if he continues.  Titus 2:15, 2 Corinthians 13:10, 2 Timothy 4:2.

b) The Lord will discipline him 1 Timothy 6:3-5, James 5:19-20.

12. The reward of the pastor. (Hebrews 6:10; 1 Peter 5:4).

13. Key verses for the pastoral role  1 Peter 5:4, Ephesians 3:7-13,  1 Timothy 2:24-26, 3:1-9, Colossians 1:23-29, Titus 1:6-9, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Hebrews 13:7, 17, 6:10.

PEACE

Three types of peace are referred to in the Bible.

1. Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2. Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9) - Reconciliation.

3. Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7) - The Spirit filled life.

[5] - MARRIAGE & DIVORCE

Malachi 2:10-17: Have we not all one father? Hath not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers? Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness of the LORD which he loved, and hath married the daughter of a strange god. The LORD will cut off the man that doeth this, the master and the scholar, out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and him that offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts. And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth [it] with good will at your hand. Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet [is] she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth. For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for [one] covereth violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously. Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied [him]? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil [is] good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where [is] the God of judgment? 

KEY WORDS

	Father
	Ab
	Father, chief, principal

	God
	El
	God, the Almighty

	Create
	Bara
	Create, make, select

	Deal treacherously
	Bagad
	Cover, act covertly, deal treacherously

	Man
	Iysh
	Man, male person, husband

	Brother
	Ach
	Brother, kindred

	Profane
	Chalal
	Wound, defile, profane, pollute

	Covenant
	Beriyth
	Covenant, cutting, confederacy

	Abomination
	Toebah
	Abhorrence, abomination, idol

	Commit, do, make
	Asah
	Do, make, commit, perform

	Holiness
	Chodesh
	Sacred place/thing, holiness, sanctuary

	Love
	Ahab
	Have affection for, love, like

	Marry
	Baal
	Marry, be husband

	Daughter
	Bath
	Daughter, apple (of eye)

	Strange
	Nekar
	Foreign, alien, strange

	Cut off
	Karath
	Cut off, destroy, consume

	Master
	Ur
	Master, open (eye), wake

	Scholar
	Anah
	Pay attention, heed, scholar

	Tabernacle
	Ohel
	Tent, covering, tabernacle, home

	Offer
	Nagash
	Come/bring near, offer, present

	Offering
	Minchah
	Donation, offering, gift, sacrifice

	Cover
	Kasah
	Fill up, cover, clothe

	Altar
	Mizbeach
	Altar

	Tears
	Dimah
	Weeping, tears

	Weeping
	Bekiy
	Weeping, overflowing, dripping

	Crying out
	Anakah
	Crying out, groaning, sighing

	Regard
	Panah
	Regard, face, behold, appear

	Receive
	Laqach
	Take, accept, receive

	Good will
	Ratson
	Pleasure, delight, good will

	Hand
	Yad
	Hand, power

	Say
	Amar
	Say, declare, answer, promise

	Witness
	Ud
	Testify, witness, admonish

	Wife
	Ishshah
	Wife, woman

	Youth
	Naur
	Youth, childhood, young people

	Companion
	Chabereth
	Companion, consort

	Residue
	Shear
	Remnant, residue, remainder

	Spirit
	Ruach
	Spirit, breath, life

	Godly
	Elohiym
	Gods, godly

	Seed
	Zerah
	Fruit, seed, posterity

	Take heed
	Shamar
	Guard, take heed, preserve

	Hate
	Sane
	Hate, enemy. Foe

	Put away
	Shalach
	Send/cast/put away, forsake

	Violence
	Chamas
	Violence, injustice, wrong

	Garment
	Lebush
	Garment, clothing, apparel, wife

	Weary
	Yaga
	Gasp, tire, make weary, faint

	Word
	Dabar
	Word, matter, thing, thought

	Evil
	Ra
	Bad, evil wrong

	Good
	Tob
	Good, fine, best

	Sight
	Ayin
	Eye, sight, presence

	Delight
	Chaphets
	Desire, delight, be pleased (with)

	Judgement
	Mishpat
	Verdict, sentence, judgement


REFLECTION
Malachi starts this section by asking or rather stating in question form, do they not all have one Father. There are some who believe that Malachi is referring here to the roots of the Hebrew people by having Abraham as their father, or perhaps Jacob as the founder of the Jewish nation. However, the question goes on, asking did not God create them, which would suggest that Malachi is referring to God in both aspects of the question. They had a common bond that linked them together, with God as the head, yet they were not observing the covenant that He had established with them.

Malachi accuses the people of dealing treacherously with one another. This would have included perverting justice, having respect to persons, favouring one to the prejudice of another, and similar ways of deceitful dealing. He awakens them to the thought, that sin against a brother is sin against God, who made him a brother. 

This recalls the message of Isaiah, before his lips were cleansed by the coal, who said in Isaiah 6:5, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” Malachi refers to an abomination; the word “abomination” is a word belonging to the Hebrew, and is used especially of things offensive to, or separating from, Almighty God. We need to take note when God refers to something in such strong terms!

Marriage is a divine institution that is given by God for the benefit of society, and generally speaking when marriage is undermined in a society the fabric of that community can be adversely affected. God permitted divorce in Israel (Deuteronomy 24:14), but this was because of man’s hardness of heart, and under certain conditions. 

It was, however, never the highest way that God intended, for as we learn from the New Testament, marriage is a picture of Christ and the church (and in the Old Testament, a picture of Jehovah God and Israel). Just as God is faithful to His covenant, so He expects husbands and wives to be faithful to their marriage vows. God takes seriously the marriage vows that we make and He expects us to keep them.

In this section, God is accusing Judah of breaking the covenant that God had made with them, which He viewed as binding as a marriage. It is a difficult passage textually, but it deals with Judah’s laxity in terms of the covenant with God, but it also appears that God castigates them for the proliferation of divorce amongst them. It seems that by Malachi’s day the sanctity of marriage had been largely eroded, with a great increase in divorce and remarriage. 

Given that the message was addressed largely to the priests of Israel, it is worth remembering that the high Priest was to take as wife a virgin from among his own people (Leviticus 21:14-15). The priests who married “strange” wives defiled the covenant of the priesthood ((Nehemiah 13:29).

Those who had returned from the exile would have been from Israel’s distinguished families, but they seem to have divorced and remarried, perhaps to make liaisons with local people so that they might be better placed in society and thereby flourish materially. It seems that it was almost becoming fashionable to put away their wives, and marry new, foreign ones.  Christians should beware of conforming to worldly fashions, especially when moral issues are involved, and situational ethics do not appear on God’s agenda. God expects us to be true to our word, even if it is to our detriment materially.

God expects us in the church to be true to our word, and faithful to Him. It is no surprise that those who are untrue to God tend to be untrue to their friends more easily. By breaking a covenant with God, we open ourselves up to the slippery slope that the sinful path leads us down. So often as people drift away from God, they become spiritually blind and cannot see the nature and extent of their plight before Him. We should beware of any compromise with the truth. In the context of marriage in this passage, there is the requirement of faithfulness on both sides, and whilst God remained faithful, the people were not.

In the early days of Israel’s history, there were laws as well as traditions against marrying foreign women. Although this became part of the law given to Moses (see Deuteronomy 7:3-4), even as far back as Abraham there was a reluctance to see intermarriage (Genesis 24:3). This was reinforced later in Genesis 34:15-16. In the first place, therefore, God was keen to see His people marry the correct people to ensure purity in faith and descent. The people here had married foreign wives (verse 11), and God has outlined the dangers of intermarriage in Scripture. The problem arises primarily with intermarriage with people of a different religion, rather than race itself, and Solomon learnt this the hard way. He married numerous women, and many of these worshipped foreign gods who led him away from the true God of Israel. 

God was not forbidding marriage with foreign women because He is racially prejudiced, or because of the colour of a person’s skin. God has made all mankind and loves each person deeply. Rather, because it had been prophesied that the Messiah would come through the nation of Israel, and specifically the tribe of Judah, it was vital that there was racial purity so that the Messiah would be who the prophetic word said He would be. There is the further aspect that Israel was chosen by God to be a light to the gentiles for they had been blessed with God’s word and instructions for life.

In the New Testament, Paul says that believers and unbelievers should not be joined together and thus unequally yoked (2 Corinthians 6:11-18). We must not trifle with God in these matters; marriage is a divine institution that is not just given to believers, but to all mankind. However, God does not permit marriage between a believer and an unbeliever, for that will not allow spiritual harmony and compatibility. 

There is something profound about the “one flesh” union of a man and a woman, that should involve an act of commitment one to the other. It is important, therefore, for Christian marriage partners to be equally yoked and one in the faith. From a practical perspective too, a couple cannot be united in outlook to life if they do not share the same faith, which should be at the centre of their lives. As with Israel, God looks for purity in His church so that Jesus’ bride will not be mingled with unbelievers in marriage.

In verse 12 God becomes stronger in His words, and refers to the master and the scholar. He who teaches such doctrine, and he who follows this teaching, the Lord will cut off both the one and the other. Malachi says that those who do these things, and then still try to bring an offering before Him, will be cut off from Israel. Israel was set apart by God to be different from the other nations, and this included a true and faithful walk with Him. 

Those who would flirt with other gods would be cut off from His presence. God knew that mingling with people who worshipped other gods would weaken the strength of Israel’s religion. Even today, in the church age, Christians are called to be different from those in the world, and we are set apart from worldliness, and unto God. 

In verses 13-14 Malachi accuses the people of weeping before the Lord’s altar, appearing sad because God was not apparently paying attention to their offerings. The offerings pointed to the Messiah to come, so they should have been a means of reflecting a genuine hunger for God, and an expression of obedience to Him. They were going through the motions of religion, and maybe some of their tears were genuine, for they felt they had lost touch with God. For those who have known God’s blessings and a loving relationship with Him, to be out of fellowship with Him is a miserable place to be; we cannot enjoy God, nor can we truly enjoy the world, for we know that the world’s pleasures are of little appeal in comparison with the joys of fellowship with God. 

Many Christians, and certainly many outside the church, are puzzled by the presence of suffering in this world, when God is said to be so loving and kind. There are times when heaven seems to have closed doors and our prayers are not answered. It is likely that we will never fully understand these issues this side of heaven, but perhaps one reason for God allowing suffering is to show us that something is wrong with the world, for sin has crept in (perhaps we should say it has marched in!), and taken correctly suffering should lead us to God, rather than drive us from Him, for only He has the answers.

One reason for God not apparently responding to our prayers, however, is brought out in this section, where it is clear that there was sin in the nation. The problem of divorce was prevalent, and many people had broken the marriage covenant that they had made. God cannot and will not look upon sin, nor will He respond to our prayers while we are walking in sin, however genuine our attempts to function in church may be. If we are not right in our hearts, then all the tears in the world will not cut any ice with God, for He is not taken in by a show of emotion that is not genuine. 

Malachi tells us that God is acting as witness between the individuals and the estranged wives of their youth. It is sad indeed when God acts as witness against us, when we are expecting Him to act for us, but this is the inevitable result of unconfessed sin. In such circumstances, God may be busy answering someone else’s prayers, perhaps a hurt spouse, relative or friend, rather than answering our own when we are at fault. 

True repentance, however, will always open God’s heart to us. We need to ensure that we put right what we can, before God and our fellow man, and then God can do what we cannot in restoring the relationship with Him. This is of course, at the heart of why Christ had to come to earth. Another point to make is that when we have been hurt, we should forgive so that God will not hinder our prayers because of bitterness in our hearts. Sweet fellowship with God is more important than vindication of our name at any cost.

As Malachi moves on in this passage, he affirms that God hates divorce. When God says that He hates something, it is worth our while taking notice. Jesus made it clear that although the Law permitted divorce, it is not the highest way (that of forgiveness and humility), and God’s heart is such that He hates divorce. Malachi is not amending the Law, but speaking as a prophet to express Divine displeasure at the way that divorce had become so commonplace in a declining society. 

The message is equally valid today, for certainly in many Western nations divorce is rampant, if indeed couples ever get to marriage in the first place. God knows only too well the hurt and wounding of a person that divorce brings, and this is never His ideal will.

However, beyond the issue of divorce itself, is the injunction to be faithful (verse 16). This is bigger than being faithful in marriage, and should reflect a lifestyle whereby Christians are reliable, faithful people whose word is true. All of our dealings should be honest, and God’s people should be the best citizens in any society. Anything less than that will weary God, and damage the witness to a dying world. This should be the foundation upon which God’s church operates.

The chapter ends with God’s pronouncement that the people have wearied Him, yet they ask in what way this is. It is a sad state of spiritual blindness when we cannot see how we are displeasing God, and if our times of worship have become such that God is wearied by them then there is something seriously wrong. One of the reasons that God is wearied by them is that they are calling those who do evil, good in the sight of the Lord. It is a case of calling black, white, and vice versa. 

It is very easy to stand back and say that we would never fall into the trap that the Jews of Malachi’s day had fallen into. They clearly had a distorted view of what was good and bad, and their consciences had become so numbed by what had become socially acceptable that they were unable to see what was wrong. However, in our day too, we find the same thing at work, both in the church and the world. 

It is no longer considered shocking for people to live in immoral relationships and change partners almost according to whim. Homosexuality is rife, and considered socially acceptable by many. Abortion is considered by many to be normal and dependant on the “choice” of a woman over her own body (little is said about the baby’s rights over its body!). In many churches this type of behaviour is permitted or even encouraged, yet God’s standards have not changed and such things are still abominable to Him.

The final question of this chapter is that people were wearying God by asking where justice was. There are many people today who think there is no justice in the world. Such people are effectively acting as functional atheists; they many not actually deny the existence of God, but by their words and actions they deny any link between God and justice. We saw earlier that the world is contaminated by sin, and thus bears the scars and effects of that. Things are not as they were originally, or as God intended them to be. There is suffering; there are wars; there is persecution; there are famines and plagues, but these do not mean that God is absent to unjust. 

Even in this fallen world, most people have an inherent desire for justice, and God does see to it that in many areas of life this does occur. The hope of the gospel, however, is that God will judge all mankind, and He will be entirely just. We will all be called to account for how we have spent our days. We cannot plead any excuses there, and we will not be able to say that we behaved as we did because of peer pressure or circumstances. God will see through all the excuses, and the issue will be whether we have received and accepted His offer of free grace through Jesus Christ. For those who trust in Him now, our sins have already be judged and washed away. For those who reject, then God’s justice will be harsh, but nevertheless entirely just and right, for He is holy and righteous.

TOPICS

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE

1. Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2. Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm. (Matthew 22:30)

3. Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4. God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5. If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6. Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church. 

a) in the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do. (Romans 8:7; 10:3)

b) you submit yourself by an act of freewill. 

c) a family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive. (Romans 13:1,5)

7. Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8. Grace and the man. 

a) the man is in the role of an initiator. 

b) the man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will. 

c) the man has to show his character to the woman. 

d) the man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9. Faith and the woman. 

a) the woman is in the role of a responder. 

b) the woman makes the choice of her free will. 

c) she is the one who uses faith. 

d) the woman needs time to grow.

10. Glory revealed.

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11. Compatibility.

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12. Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13. Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage :- 

a) the death of one of the partners. 

b) the desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage. (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)

c) inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18).

d) adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh. (Matthew 5:32; 19:9)

CHURCH:  BRIDE OF CHRIST

1. The Body of Christ is being formed on the earth during the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:16, 4:4-5, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 1:24, 2:19).

2. It is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

3. When the body is completed the Rapture occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-7. Compared with Revelation 19:6-8, Zechariah 13:2 and 1 Thessalonians 3:13)

4. During the tribulation on earth the bride is being dressed in heaven.

a) For ultimate sanctification - the resurrection body. (1 Corinthians 15:51-7, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1,2).

b) The bride is prepared by being cleansed from all human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

c) The bride no longer possesses a sinful nature (Revelation 19:7-8)

5. The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13)

6. Upon the return of the bride and groom judgment occurs. (Psalm 110:1)

a) Disarming of demons (Colossians 2:15)

b) Satan is imprisoned for 1,000 years. (Revelation 20:1-3)

c) Jesus Christ casts demons into prison Zechariah 13:2, Colossians 2:15, 1 Corinthians 15:24,25)

7. Coronation of the Groom, Jesus Christ is Crowned King of the World. (Revelation 19:6)

8. Wedding Supper of the Lamb. (Revelation 19:7-9)

a) Marriage occurred in heaven, supper to take place on earth. (Matthew 25:1-13)

b) Wedding supper described in detail (Revelation 19:6-9)

c) Four groups involved in this supper:-

i) The Groom - Jesus Christ.

ii) The Friends of the Groom - Old Testament Saints (John 3:29)

iii) The Bride - Church Age Believers.

iv) The Friends of the Bride - Tribulation believers, i.e. those who have known the Bride and become believers. (Matthew  25:1-13)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION

1. Believers are instructed to be separated from habitually carnal believers. (1 Corinthians 5:10, 11

2. Separation is ordered from apostate religious organisations. (2 Corinthians 6:17)

3. Separation is commanded from unbelievers where scripture is compromised by the relationship or marriage, business partners. (2 Corinthians 6:14 ff)

4. Separation is commanded from the human viewpoint. (Romans 12:2, Romans 16:17, 18)

5. Separation is commanded from pseudo spirituality. (Romans 16:17, 18)

6. Separation is commanded from those who seek pleasure in fast living - pursuit of parties, immoral situations. (1 Peter 4:4)

7. Separation is commanded from other believers who reject Bible doctrine. (2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

7. Steps towards restoration of fellowship

[a] Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. [2 Corinthians 14:5]

[b] Act on what you see [Romans 4:7-8]

[c] Deal with any sin by confession. [1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18]

[d] Forget the sin which you have confessed. Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt.[Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12]

[e] Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. [Hebrews 12:12-13] 

[f] Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. [James 5:16]

[g] Get moving and grow up. [2 Peter 2:17-18]

BITTERNESS

1. Bitterness can get hold of the soul of man if we do not deal with temptation, pressure or sin in a godly way. Bitterness is self centeredness, and a deep resentment at what has happened to us, as if we are being unfairly treated. It is an expression of lack of faith in the plan of God for our life, or a reflection of the discipline we have received in our life because of our walking away from the plan. 

2. If we confront our inner oppression of spirit, and take it before the Lord our bitterness and deep self centred hurt can be healed. Isaiah 38:14-20.

3. Bitterness is the active state of all who reject the plan of God, the Word of God and the Will of God. Isaiah 33:2-16, Romans 3:10-19.

4. If we get caught in bitterness of spirit, we have previously been caught in sin and disobedience and repentance is needed quickly or the bitterness will deepen. Ephesians 4:30-32, Hebrews 12:9-15. 

5. If bitterness is not dealt with as a sin it will destroy the marriage relationship. Colossians 3:19.

6. Bitterness distracts us from getting right with God and dealing with the true source of our suffering, and the will of the Lord within it. Job 7:7-21, 42:1-6. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY

1.  God is able to keep us and bless us (Ephesians 3:20, Hebrews 7:25).

2. Stability comes when we know God; when we have grown up in his Word. Maturity brings with it stability (2Peter 3:18, 2Timothy 1:12). 

3. The alternative to a stable life of faith is to be tossed about by every pressure; this occurs when there is no doctrinal application in the life (James 1:6, Ephesians 4:14, Revelation 3:8). 

4. Believers need stability to stand fast against the wiles of Satan who is a danger to those with no doctrine: We are told to:

a) Stand fast in the word 1Corinthians 16:13.

b) Stand fast in our liberty Galatians 5:1 cf. Romans 14:1ff, 8:9-13.

c) Stand fast in one spirit (no pettiness) Philippians 1:27.

d) Stand fast in the Lord (in fellowship) Philippians 4:1.

e) Stand fast in doctrine 2 Thessalonians 2:5, 16,17. 

5. Strength and stability comes in a close relationship with the Lord. By faith we stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24, Psalm 59:17, 62:7, 144:1.

6.  God has supreme power at His fingertips for us. Isaiah 59:1. 

7. Our faith should stand secure in this power, for we are kept by it in all things, therefore we should be confident. 1Corinthians 2:5, 1Peter 1:5, John 16:33.

8. God is able to make us stand through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word in our lives. Romans 14:4, Jude 24. 

9. Strength and stability come from the impact of the Holy Spirit’s work upon the word in our life as we believe and apply it. e.g. Sarah Hebrews 11:11, Paul 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

10. Profile of the stable believer under pressure 2 Peter 1:3-16. 

JUSTICE

1. God’s character involves perfect justice as an attribute. All he does is just and righteous.  Refer Character of God, Righteousness.

2. We must adjust our lives and attitudes to God’s perfect Justice. We do this at salvation by recognizing our need of a perfect Saviour. We do that when we sin and confess our sins, recognizing that we need the perfect sacrifice for sin, and we do this through Christian growth to spiritual maturity, as we grown more Christ like, so that our lives are characterized by more justice in our dealings. Refer Sin, Salvation, Maturity.

3. God’s grace provides through the Cross what his Righteousness and Justice demands from sinful man. Romans 5:12, 6:23, 1 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 1:9, 2:2.

4. God’s perfect Justice is met by the Cross and he waits for us to appropriate the blessings of salvation through faith in Christ. He waits to bless us without any compromise to his perfect character. Proverbs 1:3, Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:13, Isaiah 30:18.

CHAPTER 3

[6] - GOD’S MESSENGER PROMISED
Malachi 3:1-5: Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he [is] like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in [his] wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger [from his right], and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. 
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REFLECTION

This chapter starts with the promise of God’s messenger going before Him, and the task of this messenger was to be to prepare the way before God. In allusion to the custom of sending pioneers to prepare the way for the march of an eastern monarch, the coming of Christ’s forerunner is described, and then the coming of Christ himself.  We do have the benefit of hindsight and can see that the messenger is referring to John the Baptist. This is confirmed in Mark 1:2-3, where Mark actually quotes from Isaiah 40:3, but the message is similar. 

Although this passage has judgement in it, there is also a message of hope, for the messenger to come would proclaim the coming of Messiah. Generally speaking, it was expected that there would be a prophetic voice preceding the Messiah Himself, to prepare the way, and to prepare the hearts of the people. As with all of God’s promises, it is a sure fact that the messenger, and then the Messiah, would come. God has given us the warning beforehand, so no one should be taken unawares, although we know that the majority did not, and still do not, expect Him.

For the readers of Malachi in his own day, the meaning may have been more general, particularly as there is a play on words to the extent that Malachi’s name means “my messenger”. Malachi does not explicitly identify himself as this messenger as the forerunner of God, but his message is a prior announcement of the coming of God. God was speaking to Malachi’s generation, but also looking forward to the time when Jesus as the Messiah would come to the temple. Jesus first came to the temple at 40 days old as a child, when He was identified as Messiah by Simeon and Anna (Luke 2: 25-38). 

The cleansing of the temple referred to later came, at least in part, when Jesus cleansed the temple of His day from the godless marketing that polluted God’s house of prayer. It is worthy of note that Jesus came to the temple, as a child and as a suffering servant, at His first advent, but when He returns as King at His second coming, the question “Who can endure the day of His coming” will have added meaning. It will be a solemn and sobering event, yet thoroughly glorious at the same time.

There is a degree of irony in the message, for Malachi speaks of the messenger of the covenant, in whom they delight (KJV), or who they desire (NIV). Malachi’s audience delighted in the blessings of the covenant, but they were unwilling to hear of the judgements of the covenant. Presumably, however there would have been a godly remnant who would have truly delighted in the Lord, as God will always have some who remain true to Him. 

If the people thought that the coming of God to His temple would be an experience to be enjoyed, they were brought up short by verse 2, when Malachi says, “Who can endure the day of His coming, and who can stand when He appears?” God is indeed holy, and whilst we enjoy the blessings of His grace, and mercy, we should never be easygoing about what He expects from His people. There is an awesome reality to God’s power when He chooses to move. When Jesus, the messenger of the covenant, duly came, He came as the one who fulfilled the Old Testament covenant, and who also introduced the new covenant through His blood.

It is likely that the people of Malachi’s day wanted God to restore Israel to its former glory, as in Solomon’s day, and the temple reflected to the world how special Israel was in God’s sight. The people wanted the blessings without the cost. So often today’s Christians want God’s blessings, but are not willing to “take up their cross” daily to be more like Jesus. Salvation is free for us, but following Christ should cost us everything! We delude ourselves if we expect God to come in power on our terms.

The latter part of verse 2, through into verse 4 speaks of God sitting in judgement; this confirms that there is a clear divide between good and evil in God’s sight and He will indeed act in justice and judgement. The analogy is given of a refiner’s fire, which is used by a metalworker to refine silver and gold in order to remove the impurities from the metal. It is only by the heat of the fire that these impurities are removed so that the remaining metal is pure, and able to be used. 

The analogy for God’s people is clear; God will refine us so that the impurities of sin are removed so that we are pure and available for the Master’s use. Friendship with the world is enmity with God (James 4:4) and we need to distinguish between the two. Refined gold or silver could be used as a mirror because it was so clear; are we free of the blemishes that would mar the reflection of Christ in our lives?

Obviously the power and guilt of sin are removed by Jesus on the cross, but God will apply ‘heat’ to the life of every believer so that our lifestyle becomes purified. Difficulties, suffering and persecution can be used by God for that purpose, and we need to discern what God is saying in such times so that we respond correctly. It is true that the enemy will seek to attack and oppress us too, but God does allow such things on occasions so that we are purified for His greater use. There is also the sense that God will purify the faithful, and eliminate the unfaithful, so that corporately His body is purified.

The Lord is said to sit as a refiner of silver (v3), and specifically this is aimed at the Levites so that they might be refined. The purifier of silver sits before the crucible, fixing his eye on the metal, and taking care that the fire is not too hot, and keeping the metal in, only until he knows the dross to be completely removed by his seeing his own image reflected in the glowing mass. The refiner of gold and silver will sit and watch the molten metal carefully to check the progress of this process. If the metal is left too long under the heat it will become damaged, but when the refiner can see his face in the metal he knows that it is complete. God will not let us go through too much heat in the refining process, for His refining is wholesome and beneficial, and He will not let us be damaged by the process, for He wants us to reflect Him to the world around.

When this refinement has taken place among the Levites, the Lord would have men who would bring offerings in righteousness that would be acceptable to God. It would then be as it was under the first temple, and when the tabernacle was set up by Moses, and in the times of the patriarchs; and even before the flood, and as early as Abel, who offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. 

God’s refining always has a wholesome purpose, whereas the enemy’s attacks are intended to be destructive. God’s desire in refining us is so that we are more useful for Him, and the Levites were the people who were selected to serve in the temple worship. God’s refining would burn through the hypocrisy and outward performance of religion, and cut right to the very heart of the matter – His desire is for a purified people who take their relationship with God seriously, and not just those who want a taste of religion.

We can see from history that the Jewish people have often felt the “heat” of God’s refining, for they have had many times of persecution and difficulty. This may be partly because they have been chosen by God to be His special people, and of course there will come a further time of refining for them during the Tribulation shortly before Jesus returns to earth. 

God is looking for godly servants, whether in leadership, or among the body generally. There is a Biblical principle that judgement begins with the house of God, for when His people are right He can more easily work on the unbelievers, given that He has a good witness amongst His people. God will also judge those in Christian leadership more severely (see James 3:1) because of the responsibility that they have. Indeed, Spurgeon used to tell people who were unsure if they were being called to the ministry to go and do something else if they could, because of this verse in James.

The other metaphor used by Malachi is that of fuller’s soap, which was an alkaline, caustic soap that was effective in cleaning dirty clothes, but its use was a rough process to remove the dirt. Some scholars interpret it to be a herb which fullers use; and in the Mishnah it is one of the seven things used to take out spots, namely, "borith", the word used here. Maimonides said it is a plant known by the name of "algasul" and "gazul" in the Arabic language, and it signifies something by which filth is washed away. Others say it is a plant which purifies and cleanses, possibly related to a herb that grows in Palestine, in moist and green places, and has the same virtue as nitre to take away filth. 

The picture is clearly a means to remove dirt and impurity, which of course is what Christ does for us through His death on the cross. Again, God requires purity in His people and the procedure is progressive to ensure that we become more like Christ.

The theme of judgement continues in verse 5, although the message is more directed to those who are committing specific sins. The behaviour referred to should not be found amongst God’s people, and a turning from such practices should be a mark of God’s grace at work in a person’s life.  He mentions sorcerers, who played on superstitions and dabbled with the occult. The Bible is clear that such practices are forbidden for God’s people, for at their heart they involve looking to someone or somewhere other than God for direction and guidance. God expects His people to turn their backs on anything that is related to the occult; such things are not unimportant even if the devil would whisper otherwise in your ear. 

Adulterers are mentioned next, and they are those who are not true to the call of faithfulness in marriage, and as such grieve God’s heart. Believers are called to faithfulness to their spouse, as well as to God, who sees them as a bride in a spiritual sense too. There are many unbelievers who put off coming to Christ because they are not prepared to give up an unwholesome relationship with someone. Purity in marriage should reflect a pure lifestyle that has God at its centre.

Malachi also refers to those who swear falsely, or perjurers and these are people whose word cannot be trusted. Their lifestyle would reflect a corruption that is a disgrace to the name of God and should be far from His people. It should not even have to be said that God’s people should be truthful at all times, and honest in their dealings with others, but unfortunately far too often this is not the case. 

Those that defrauded workers of their wages were oppressors who exploited the weak in society. The world has never been free of such people, but God makes it clear that He does notice what they are doing, and His judgement will fall upon them. 

The oppression mentioned continues with those who take advantage of widows and orphans, as well as the foreigners in society. God is always tender towards those who are weak in society, for they are less able to look after themselves, and He requires His people to take care of them. How a society treats the weaker people in their midst speaks volumes about the priorities of the people concerned.

People who have lost their way in this manner rarely see the folly and error of their ways, unless God’s Spirit works in their hearts to convict them of their sin. This is one of the duties of God’s preachers, who are called to speak His word, which is active to convict the sinners of their sin. A faithful preacher can do much to change the shape and mood of a society, when God’s Spirit is at work, but the calling to such a ministry is both a high privilege and a heavy responsibility. 

There are many examples of revivals over the millennia of history where God has moved in a sovereign way to change society, but while He does not need man to do this, He frequently does raise up people to proclaim His word, and to pray, so that the revival comes and the changes take place. It is not difficult to see that Malachi’s message had relevance for his own day, but also for the present, not to mention the periods in between.

There is a future aspect to God’s judgement, for God’s refining fire will remove the dross of the wicked when the final judgement comes. This is brought out in Matthew 3:1-12, where John the Baptist as God’s messenger speaks of the coming wrath (as well as quoting again from Isaiah 40:3) and the removal of the chaff into unquenchable fire. Jesus Himself spoke a good deal on the realities of the final judgement, and the horror of the final judgement of the unbeliever.

There are some commentators who see revival as the thrust of this message in Malachi, especially in verse 1. God will send His messenger, and His coming will be so awesome that it needs preparation, and the power of God is such that He will cleanse away any impurities in His people. The suddenness of God’s coming is unpredictable, but there needs to be a preparation of the people for God to come. 

I would suggest that whilst we can learn lessons on revival here, such that it should indeed challenge us to prayer and purity of live, that is not the primary meaning of this passage. Nevertheless, we should hunger for God to move in power, and be prepared for Him to work in us to be cleansed and purified so that we are ready for him to move, even in us.

Nevertheless, the need to be ready for God to move is important. Some 400 years after Malachi, there was a man named Zechariah who was ministering in the temple as part of his turn at the rota of duties. He met with an angel who told him that he was to have a son, even though he and his wife were old and his wife was barren. Zechariah was to be the father of John the Baptist, who was the messenger appointed to prepare the way for Jesus. God in His mercy did not depend on Zechariah’s readiness, for he doubted the word of the angel, but we should be ready to see God’s answer to prayer, even if in our view there is a delay.

TOPICS

HERALDS

A herald is a person who preceded a King in ancient times to announce his arrival. The King that we study is the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) First Advent:

i) Human herald - John the Baptist (Matthew 3)

ii) Angelic heralds - Angels (Luke 2:1-15).

b) Second Advent:

i) Human heralds - Moses, Elijah (Revelation 11)

ii) Angelic herald - The mighty angel (Revelation 10).

HOPE

1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13 )

CHRIST:- HUMILIATION AND EXALTATION – THE ROAD TO GLORY

1. The Lords Jesus Christ in Exaltation  - Hebrews 8:1 “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such  an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty  in the heavens;"

2. The Road to Glory  - Philippians 2:5-11 

3 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” [v 5]

[a] "let this mind be in you  - (Present.  Active.  Imperative ) have this attitude. To think objectively, noble thinking of divine viewpoint based on thinking the mind of Christ. 1 Corinthians 2:16 compared to 2 Corinthians 10:4-5

[b] "in yourselves" - among believers Vs. 4 "look"  -  (Present. Active. Participle]  consider, focus  Basis of 4 Laws of the Christian Way of Life.

4.  “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God” [v 6]:

[a] "form of God" - Inner Character.  Divine Essence- in his pre-incarnate state.

[b] "being" - (Present. Active. Participle.) Eternal existence.  Revelation 1:8  John 1:1 Colossians 2:16

[c]“robbery” - "to be grasped" - (Present. Active. Infinitive.)

[i] Used for act of robbery

[ii] Used of a thing robbed

[iii] A prize or thing to be grasped; be won but something to clutch hold of strongly,

5. “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men” [v 7]

[a] His incarnation: not something to hold. No reputation  - "emptied" - (Aorist. Active. Indicative.) To lay aside privileges, deprive oneself of normal function:

[i] Not loss of deity

[ii] Not loss of divine attributes

[iii] Rather, a choosing not to exercise His essence so as to become "like us:" Hebrews 2:14,17

[b] being the form" - (Aorist. Active. Participle.) human essence - body, soul, spirit  no Old Sin Nature

[c] "being made"  (Aorist.  Middle. Participle.) Having become.  Precedes "humbled"

[d] "likeness of men" - of same condition, nature  and  ability.

6. “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became  obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” [v 8] 

[a] His Humiliation: - "being found" - (Aorist. Passive. Participle) being recognised, discovered.

[b] "in appearance" - In contrast to all that He was, what He appeared outwardly to others.

[c] "He humbled Himself" - (Aorist Active Indicative.) Mental attitude of grace from birth to death.  True humility Romans12:3

[d] "becoming obedient" - ( Aorist. Middle Participle.) to hear & obey.

[e] "to the point of death" - Spiritual death.  Christ learned obedience  through suffering (Hebrews 5:8) maximum self-discipline.

[f] His Humiliation: - "death on a cross" - Most disgraceful form of death.  Reserved for hardened criminals and runaway slaves.

7. “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which  is above every name”:[v 9]

[a] His Exaltation: -"therefore" - because of His humiliation  "highly exalted" - (Aorist . Active. Indicative.) To raise above and beyond.

[b] Christ shared God's glory in Eternity Past, but this is the exaltation of His humanity.  Compare Ephesians 1:20-23

[c] "bestowed" - (Aorist. Middle. Indicative.) Freely bestowed, as Christ gave Himself freely.

[d] "name" - The rank, office, dignity.  The name, Hebrews 1:4-8

8. “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in  heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth”; [v 10]

Celebrityship Recognised/Universal Acknowledgment: "at the name" - In sphere of His exalted position

[i] Those in heaven - angelic

[ii] On earth - human

[iii] Under earth - dead unbelievers and imprisoned demons.

9. “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father” [v 11].

[a] "every tongue confess" - (Aorist. Middle. Subjunctive.) Openly acknowledge volitionally - self condemned

[b] "Jesus Christ is Lord" - Deity

[c] "to glory of God"

APPLICATION

1. True humility is the way to greatness. Luke 22:24-27 grace-oriented thinking. Romans 12:3

2. The way to lead with authority is to follow with submission.  Luke 7:1-10

3.  True understanding of authority demands that one serve - not be served.  1 Corinthians 9:1-18 The Law of Supreme Sacrifice and the Christian Medal of Honour.

4. Application to the Pastor. 1-Peter 5:1- 4

COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT

1. The New Covenant guarantees eternal blessing under the Abrahamic Covenant   (Jeremiah 31:31-37, Hebrews 8:7-9). 

2. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.  "I will" (Hebrews 8:10,12) rather than "If ye will" (Exodus 19:5).

3. The New Covenant is said to be better than the Mosaic Covenant.  (Hebrews 7:19; Romans 8:3,4).

4. Obedience is from a willing heart (Hebrews 8:10) whilst that for the Mosaic Law was fear (Hebrews 2:2; 12:25-27).

5. In the New Covenant all shall know God, from the least to the greatest (Hebrews 8:11).

6. The sins are forgotten under the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:12).

7. The New Covenant relies on the completed sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:11-12).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - CROSS – TAKING UP YOUR CROSS

1. Scripture – Matthew 10:38  “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.”
2. What does it mean to take up the cross?

[a] This is the first reference to the cross in Matthew.

[b] This does not refer to the cross of Christ but to the Roman custom of crucifixion. The Romans crucified many thousands of Jews during their occupation of Judea.

[c] It was common practice for the person who was being crucified to carry his cross to the point of execution. The condemned person carrying his cross was seen to be in disgrace and viewed with contempt and rejected by bystanders.

[d] Carrying the cross therefore means placing Christ and His Word which is the mind of Christ [1 Corinthians 2:16] ahead of everything even though this means contempt and derision from those around you.

3. By going to the Cross Jesus Christ had his relationship with his family severed.

[a] By giving his mother Mary into the care of the Apostle John

[b] He was also separated from His Father during the period of judgment of the sins of the world on the Cross

4. See Christian Life:  Priorities – Hate your Father and Mother [below] for Matthew 10:37 – a parallel illustration

CAIN AND ABEL

1. Salvation and Worship in Pre Flood time. The only way to have a relationship with God in early times is the same as we have today - the blood of Christ - they looked forward to the Cross, we look back historically. (Hebrews 9:22, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18,19)

The way of Cain: - The way of Cain is false religion - no blood - no regeneration - no salvation - the way of good works - good deeds.

The Family: - The family was set up in the beginning to teach what is wrong, what is right, and how to approach God. Adam and Eve, who were born again, would have taught their children about spiritual things.

2. Worship before the Flood

a) Where to worship

In (Genesis 4:3) and (4:16) they were taught that there was a place to worship - they both brought their offering to a specific place. Evaluation of (Genesis 3:24) would appear to show that the place of worship was at the entrance to the garden of Eden which was guarded by the cherubim. Abel came with the blood of the animal. Cain approached with produce - his own good works.

b) When to Worship

In (Genesis 4:3) we read "in the process of time " which means at the proper time or at the end of a specified number of days. It could have been the Sabbath, it could have been Sunday.

c) Means of Worship


In (Genesis 4:4) Abel brought a lamb, sacrificed it, and God was satisfied.

3. Cain and Abel

a) Cain - means acquired. Eve was a little confused when she named her sons. Eve knew there were two lines - the line of the fig leaves - the line of the skin, the seed of Satan and the seed of woman. She thought Cain was the seed of the woman. He was however the first of the line of the seed of Satan.

b) Abel - means 'nothingness' - he was orientated to grace and first in line of regeneration.

c) Occupations:  Cain was a farmer whereas Abel was a shepherd. (John 1:29 cf. Genesis 3:21)

4. Cain's Offering

Cain was an excellent farmer who brought the best vegetables and fruit from the ground.

a) Type of offering 

i) it was bloodless (Hebrews 9:22)

ii) in the sweat of thy brow - it was a result of Cain's own hard work - human good. (Isaiah 64:6)

iii) it was cursed (Genesis 3:17)

iv) not acceptable to God. (Titus 3:5)

b) Implications

i) Cain failed to recognise sin and the penalty of sin and his own need.

ii) He denied the curse of man.

iii) Cain refused God's offer for help.

iv) Cain's attitude - I have done this. Self righteousness.

v) Cain wanted a cover not a cure. (Matthew. 23:27,28).

c) Conclusion - Religion ignores the blood of Christ, it is characterized by good deeds.

5. Abel's Offering

Abel was a shepherd and brought of the firstlings of the flock and fat thereof. (Hebrews 11:4, 1 John 3:12)

Grace Principle - the approach through the blood of an innocent victim. It wasn't that Abel had a nice personality or Cain a bad personality, the principle is divine truth. The blood versus no blood. Divine works versus human works.

6. God deals with Cain [verse 5] 

Human rejection of divine salvation means divine rejection of that individual. Cain's reaction - he was very angry to the point of a tantrum and his face fell. Abel was accepted. Cain became jealous of Abel and lusted for precedence in the second generation.

In verses 6 and 7 God puts the alternative to Cain. God asked why are you angry and look sad. "If you do well" (do a good work in believing in Christ "shalt thou not be accepted", if not (human good or your own good works ) "the sin offering (Jesus Christ) lieth at the door. (Salvation is still available while the door remains open. (Revelation. 3:20). 

It is God's will that you be saved. (2 Peter 3:9) " thou shalt rule over him " - Cain was the first-born and had certain rights:- a) rulership; b) priesthood; c) double portion. Cain is about to be disinherited because he is not acceptable to God. He again rejects God's approach, his jealousy turns to hatred and hatred to murder.

7. Cain and Abel stand as representatives of the human race. Cain the unbeliever, Abel the believer. (John 3:36)

WOMEN:  WIDOWS

1. In the ancient world the widow was very vulnerable.  If a woman did not have a husband or family to care for her, she would starve to death on the streets.

2. God is very concerned for widows and children  Psalms 68:5, 6, 146:9, Exodus 22:22

3. God punishes those who abuse the widow and children. Psalms 94:6-12,   Malachi  3:5.

4. In Israel, if a man died without producing a son to carry on his family name, his brother was to marry the widow.  Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Genesis 38:6-11, Matthew 22:23-33.

5. The Pharisees abuse of the widows led to a major attack upon them by the Lord. Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40.

6. Care for widows became a hallmark of the church, since many early Christians were martyred, leaving their families as widows and orphans.

7. The office of Deacon was created to look after the widows and their children. Acts 6:1- 6.

8. To qualify for the support of the church a widow would have to fulfil certain requirements. 1 Timothy 5:3-16.

a) had to be over sixty years of age

b) married only to one husband, and faithful to him as long as he lived  (if a woman had two husbands it was likely she would have others to support her)

c) she had to have supported good works in the church, and had to commit herself to praying daily for the church and its ministries. 

9. Paul advised the older widows to remain unmarried, so that they could devote themselves fully to the God's service.  1 Corinthians 7:8-9,32.

REVIVAL

Twenty four Biblical revivals and Reforms are examined.

1. Jacob - On his return from Bethel he ordered his whole household to put away their false gods and to wash and change their garments. The false gods were buried. Jacob then built an altar to the Lord. (Genesis 35:1-4)

2. Moses - This occurred when the Israelites saw the parting of the Red Sea as a mighty act of God. Moses led the Israelites with the Song of Moses whilst his sister Miriam provided the music. (Exodus 14:31-15:21)

3. Samuel - He exhorted the nation to put away false gods and prepare to worship the one true God. (1 Samuel 7:3-6)

4. David - When the Ark of the Covenant was brought into Jerusalem for the first time. (1 Chronicles 15:25-28, 16:1-43, 29:10-25)

5. David - At the dedication of the materials for the future Temple. (1 Chronicles 29)

6. Solomon - At the dedication of the Temple. (2 Chronicles 7:1-3)

7. Asa - Who removed the idols and Sodomites out of the land. (1 Kings 15:11-15)

8. Jehosophat - Who led a revival when he cleansed the Temple and ordered the sanctification of the Levitical priesthood. (2 Chronicles 19)

9. Elijah - After the contest with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. (1 Kings 18:21-40)

10. Jehu - When he exterminated all worshipers of Baal and their temples. (2 Kings 10:15-28)

11. Jehoida - As High Priest he led the people in a covenant to turn from their idols and worship God. (2 Kings 11:17-20)

12. Hezekiah - He cleansed the Temple resulting in a revival. (2 Chronicles 29-31)

13. Manassah - When this wicked king became a believer he ordered the destruction of all idols. (2 Chronicles 33:11-20)

14. Josiah - When in cleaning up the Temple the Book of the Law was accidentally discovered. Its public reading before the king and nation had a profound effect. (2 Kings 22-23)

15. Ezra - When as a result of his preaching on separation the nation Israel turned from their practice of marriage alliances with the heathen in the land. (Ezra 9-10)

16. Nehemiah - After he had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra publicly read and taught from the Word of God, causing a great revival. (Nehemiah 13)

17. Jonah - Despite a negative attitude, his preaching caused a mass conversion of the Assyrians at Nineveh. (Jonah 3)

18. Esther - Following the repentance of the Jews with the overthrow of Haman. (Esther 9:17-22)

19. John the Baptist - Who preached of the coming Messiah, warning them to repent. (Luke 3:2-18)

20. Jesus - When, after speaking to the Samaritan woman there was a revival in Samaria. (John 4:28-42)

21. Philip - Whose preaching regarding the kingdom of God produced a great revival in Samaria. (Acts 8:5-12)

22. Peter - At Pentecost after his great sermon. (Acts 2)

23. Peter - At Lydda after he had healed Aeneas. (Acts 9)

24. Paul - At Ephesus during his third missionary journey. (Acts 19:11-20)

JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages- (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgment and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) - (the Wheat and the Tares)

(Matthew 13:47-50) - (the good and bad fish)

(Matthew 25:1-13) - (the Ten Virgins)

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in (Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12)

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in (Matthew 25:31-46) (the sheep and the goats)

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in (Daniel 7:10) are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE

1. The judgment of the Great White Throne is the last judgment. (Revelation 20:11, 15)

2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgment as there is no judgment for Christians. (Romans 8:1)

3. The last judgment occurs at the end of the Millennium. (Revelation 20:7-15)

4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12)

5. The judgment is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that he is only satisfied by "The Good Work". The death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15)

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

This is the hope of the church from the day it was announced at his ascension - Acts 1:10,11, and recalled at every communion service, where the believers took the cup with the words, "until he comes" - 1 Corinthians 11:26.  This was the focus and confidence (hope) of the early church, the Lord is risen and he is coming again.    

The great truth of the Lord's coming and all it will mean for mankind and the earth brings Paul to the point of praise filled worship towards the Lord, and he "sings" a doxology to the glory of God – 1Timothy 6:13-16.

The Lord is referred to as the:

1. “Blessed and only potentate”. The Lord is perfectly happy/blessed as he is in control of the universe and his plan is working out. He is the real ruler of the world and this will one day be seen by all.

2. “King of kings”, emphasises that he is ruler over all men who have ever ruled the earth as kings.

3. “Lord of lords”, indicates his victory over the angels, so that he is recognised by all as supreme ruler.   Every knee will bow to him. Isaiah 45:23,  Romans 14:11,  Philippians 2:10.

4. “Who only has immortality”. He alone has by nature and deed true immortality, in that as God he has always been in existence and as man he has defeated sin and death through the cross and resurrection, and it is in his power and because of his position that we have everlasting life (we had a beginning but we will like him, have no end).

5. “Dwelling in the light”. Light was the clothing of Adam and Eve before the fall and is the clothing of the resurrected Lord. He lives in the purity and radiance of unapproachable light. This made the elders of John's vision in Revelation sink to their knees and sing praises. Revelation 4:3-11. 

We do not have the right "vision" of the Lord today in many churches; we see him only as he was on earth, not as he is in heaven now. The phrase of Paul directs Timothy to look up and get a clear view of the Lord as he is in glory and so worship and serve him more appropriately.

6. “Who no man has seen or can see”. This is a confusing passage for the Lord has been seen in his resurrection body and visions of his glory have been given to John and Paul at least. 

What does Paul mean? He means that we see only the Lord in resurrection body since the cross, but not in his full glory as God, for that would completely and literally "blow us away". 

Even John who was granted such a great series of visions that he recorded for us in Revelation, says, "no man has seen God at any time",  1 John 4:12, John 6:46. Maybe we will see him fully as he is, in heaven when we have our resurrection bodies. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

7. “To him belong all honour and power everlasting”. The only one fully deserving honour or reverence is the Lord and he is the only one with true power that lasts forever.

Paul ends this doxology with the "amen", or "so be it". It is the way of saying, "I believe it, it is so", and we must all say amen to the above points, or we will continue worshiping an inadequate view of the Lord.

Do we serve the Lord with an accurate picture in our minds of how he is today? It is easy to be slack when we think of him only as the one who walked the lanes of Israel, but consider the visions of John and bow down before him as he sits or stands in radiant light the all powerful King of kings and Lord of lords, the true ruler of the universe in his full power.

The Lord's coming for the church, terminates the church age and opens the door to the Great Tribulation and then for his final victory over sin and death and the establishment of his kingdom. 

[7] - ROBBING GOD

Malachi 3:6-12: For I [am] the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept [them]. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye [are] cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, [even] this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that [there shall] not [be room] enough [to receive it]. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts. 
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REFLECTION
There is more criticism of the people in this passage, but right at the beginning God makes a fundamentally important statement that He does not change. This is an essential part of the character of God, for because of the fact that He does not change (His immutability), we know what He is like, and how He will react and behave towards us. Because of God’s immutability, we can have assurance that if ever He has loved us (and He has said that He does) He will always do so. We do not have to wonder what God is like today, because He has declared His nature in His word, and though the life of Jesus, and He is always the same. This is an essential part of God’s character that we need to grasp, and take great reassurance from.

From the unbeliever’s perspective, however, God’s immutability is awesome and fearful. God is holy, and always will be. He cannot and will not tolerate sin, and the unbeliever cannot hope that God will one day turn soft on sin and forget the shortcomings that have not been washed in the blood of Christ. God has pronounced punishment for the wicked, and will not change His mind. 

Having said that, there are passages in the Bible that suggest that God changes His mind. An example would be in Jonah, when he went to Nineveh to pronounce God’s judgement upon the nation there. The people repented and turned to God, and He did not bring the threatened judgement upon them. In this and similar passages, God responds to repentance and faith, and in fact stirs people up to the repentant state that He desired all along.

The verse continues that it is because of God’s immutability that the sons of Jacob are not destroyed; God has promised that Israel would abide forever because He loves them, and thus He cannot and will not destroy them. They will be disciplined, exiled, persecuted, but never destroyed. The fact that Israel still exists today, regathered into a nation after so many years of exile, speaking Hebrew again, is testimony to God’s unchangeable nature and His promises towards that nation. God has also made many wonderful promises to His church, and He is utterly faithful and true to keep these too.

It is interesting that God refers to the people here as descendants of Jacob. This is not a casual reference, even though they were of course physically descended from Jacob. We know that Jacob was a supplanter and a deceiver at times, and indeed obtained the blessing from his father Isaac by deception. The people of Malachi’s day were trying to deceive God, pretending to be diligent in their religious duties, when their hearts were cold. Jacob also had times of backsliding, just as the Jews of Malachi’s day had slipped from a vital walk with God. It is not difficult to see the analogy for the church today here too.

Despite God’s goodness towards Israel, they have not kept His statutes, and this provokes the criticism from God in verse 7. The history of Israel is in many ways a chronicle of wavering adherence to God’s word and will, and so often this depended on the quality of leadership in the land. Jesus had a similar word for the Pharisees and teachers of the Law in His day, (Matthew 23:29-30) so things had not changed then. 

When Stephen was on trial, he too accused the leaders then of being like their fathers and resisting the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51-52). The call from God was for the people to return to Him, to come home. Home is a place where we can relax, feel welcomed and secure, and be ourselves. That should be how it was for them with God.

Things are not greatly different in our day, for the church too has a somewhat chequered history of faithfulness. God invites, and indeed commands the Israelites to return to Him. Perhaps because this criticism is not specific, or maybe because the people’s consciences have become blunt through disobedience, they ask how they should return. God’s people should ever remain open to His promptings so that they hear His words and obey them. Devotion to God should be a natural attitude for His people, but sadly this is not always the case.

In answering them, God says that they have robbed Him ( verse 8), almost incredulous that man should do such a thing, even if they cannot see how they have done so. It is sad indeed when people cannot see where they have sinned even when God points it out to them! The robbery was taking place in the tithes and offerings that they were not giving to God. The law of Israel required that they give a tenth (a tithe) of the produce of the land to God’s representatives, the priests and Levites, to maintain the worship of Israel.

When the Law was given Israel was a theocracy, with God as King. The priests and Levites were His ministers to carry out God’s business in the nation on earth. When the people to withheld the tithes that were due to God, it meant that they were depriving God of the offerings due for the maintenance of the tabernacle originally, then the temple. 

As such, non-payment was almost equal to not paying taxes today. As Israel’s history developed, God gave them a human king in response to their pleading for one, and by the time of Malachi the tithes were for the maintenance of the temple worship. When given properly and willingly, the given tithes also reflected a heart that was open to God and a willingness to put Him before material wealth and gain.

The Law prescribed that a tenth of the produce should be given (or 12% if given as money!) and obedience to this was part of what God required from His people Israel. While God does not apply the tithing rule in the church, where He looks for freewill offerings, He still requires a glad heart and generous spirit in giving. Indeed it could be said that a tenth is a useful guideline, but we should not regard this as an excuse to keep back everything else from God. A miserly attitude to God shows that a person has not appreciated the generous heart of God, who has not only given us salvation in Christ (obviously after Malachi’s time), but provides us with food, clothing, homes and countless other benefits and blessings. The fact that we have crops and food reflects a loving God who brings forth the food we need.

By keeping back all or part of their tithes, the people of Israel were showing that they regarded their property as their own. This did not indicate an attitude of stewardship, but one of ownership. The godly view of property is that we are stewards of what God has graciously given to us, but actually what we have remains His. 

Certainly from a Christian perspective we are bought with a price, the precious blood of Jesus, and we are not our own. What we have should be available for God to use as He directs. The tithe should be an indication that the whole belongs to God, and we are offering a part to Him for His use.

Even the health and strength that we have and use to earn our living comes from God, and we should be ever mindful of this. God can easily cause the “rainy day” that we have been saving for to arrive, so that our pockets have holes in and do not keep the money that we might feel is rightly ours. 

A person who is stingy towards God will often be mean to others too, and a lack of proper giving is actually a lack of faith, for it suggests that God cannot, or will not, provide all that we need if we give “too much” to Him. 

Small giving and small faith go hand in hand. God is a loving Father, who has promised to care for His children! It was the French atheist Voltaire who once said, “When it comes to a man’s wallet every person’s religion is the same.” Even John Wesley observed that the last part of a person to be converted is his wallet. Every Christian should allow God to control his or her finances, and use them for His glory.

I am reminded of the story of some missionaries in Ghana, and one of their friends there gave them two enormous yams to help with catering for some visitors. The missionary asked the lady who gave these if she had them to spare. The lady looked amazed at the question, and replied. “I should not give what I have to spare, but because I have.” In many ways this is God’s challenge to us in this passage – do we give what we have to spare, or do we give just because we have?

Quite apart from material giving, God’s people should be generous in giving Him honour and glory for who He is. Although God is not criticising the people here specifically for that, a mean attitude in practical giving will only reflect a mean spirited heart in giving God the honour that He is due. How much better to give to God from a delighted and willing heart, rather than under compulsion and because of legalism!

By contrast, God calls the people here to bring the full tithes into the storehouse so that there would be food in His house. In return, they might put Him to the test (something that we are not often allowed to do!), to see if He would not open the windows of heaven and pour out an overflowing blessing upon them. 

He would be faithful and keep the devouring pests from affecting their crops, and what they plant would be fruitful in great abundance. The result of this would be not only blessing for Israel, but also that the other nations would call them blessed, for God’s name would be seen to be great because of what He had done for them. In a real sense, the floodgates of heaven can mean the rain to cause the crops to grow, but there is a symbolic aspect too whereby God provides for our needs (not necessarily our wants!), usually beyond our expectations.

Quite apart from the physical aspect of robbing God of the tithes, these people were also robbing God of the true worship that He deserves. He is worthy of all honour, and we should not rob God of the praise, worship and honour that He requires from us. Similarly, we should not rob God of our time, our talents, for all that we are and have belongs to Him.

How much do we as God’s people trust him for our future, and for the provision needed to accompany it? We are not to be reckless in this, for there are some who feel called to a so-called “life of faith” which is little more than a dereliction of responsibility to provide for their families adequately, and which can include an element of laziness in practical hard work. We are all called to a true life of faith that walks closely with God, discerns His direction for our lives, and trusts Him for the provision needed when it is actually needed.

TOPICS

UNBELIEVER

1. God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)

2. Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)

3. The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4. Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5. We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)

6. It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)

7. The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)

8. God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)

9. The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol . This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)

10. Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)

HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE SPIRIT

1. RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Acts 7:51, John 16:8-11) This is hardening to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit.

2. BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT (Unbelievers only) (Matthew 12:31) The purpose of the Holy Spirit was to reveal the person of Jesus Christ.  The Pharisees rejected this by claiming He was demon possessed.

3. LYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Acts 5:1-3) A sin of false motivation. - Ananias and Sapphira.

4. GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (Ephesians 4:30) Any sin which the believer commits.

5. QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT (Believers only) (1 Thessalonians 5:19) A believer who is not allowing the Holy Spirit to exert His full influence.

6. UNPARDONABLE SIN (Matthew 12:22-32)

a) Rejection of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour is the only sin which cannot be forgiven.  This unbelief is shown in Matthew 12:24, denying the person and power of Jesus.

b) It is impossible for a believer to commit the unpardonable sin. (Isaiah 1:18, Isaiah 44:22, 1 John 1:7)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIVING

1. Giving is an important part of spiritual life. It includes your attitude, the giving of yourself, your capacity as well as your possessions. Giving is as much a part of worship as praying, singing, listening to teaching, observing the Lord's Table, reading the Word. It is a function of priesthood for team work and often to sustain the work of leadership.

2. Basic Principles of Giving

(a) Old Testament Giving - this giving was grace giving just as it is in our age. (Proverbs 11:24,25)

(b) New Testament Giving - (2 Corinthians 9:7) also grace giving.

(c) Tithing - this means ten per cent. It was a form of income tax in Israel. Offerings or giving were above this. Tithing was for all Jews, offerings for believers only. It should be remembered that Israel was a theocracy.

[i] In Israel two tithes were required annually

[ii] Tithe 1 - for the maintenance of the Levites (Numbers 18:21, 24) Civil servants in a theocracy.

[iii] Tithe 2 - for national feasts and sacrifices (Deuteronomy 14:22-26)

[iv] Every third year a third tithe was required:-

[v] Tithe 3 - for the poor of the land. (Deuteronomy 14:28, 29) Social security. In (Malachi 3:8-10) it mentions tithes and offerings, the tithes to be brought to the storehouse or treasury.

(d) The time to give - the first day of the week. (1 Corinthians 16:2)

(e) How much - as God has prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2)

3. General Scripture on Giving. (2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9)

(a) 2 Corinthians 8:1-8. Contrasts the Macedonian givers to the Corinthian givers, the former having been made poor by Roman oppression gave liberally. The Corinthians, the richest Church in Greece, gave sparingly.

(b) Giving is an attitude of grace and inner happiness rather than compulsion or the amount donated (2 Corinthians 8:2)

(c) Before money is given you must give yourself. (2 Corinthians 8:5)

(d) Giving is as important an act as any other act in the fellowship. (2 Corinthians 8:7)

(e) Giving is love giving not law giving (2 Corinthians 8:8)

(f) Giving depends on being oriented to grace, the prime example being the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 8:9)

(g) Money given in the Lord's service must be properly administered. (2 Corinthians 8:19-21)

(h) If you give in grace you reap bountifully. If you give in legalism or with strings you reap sparingly. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

(i) How to give. Giving is a reflection of your character, by grace not habit. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

(j) God has given unto us his unspeakable Gift. (2 Corinthians 9:15, 1 Peter 2:24)

[k] Giving should be regular. 1Corinthians 16:2.

[m] As we are prospered so we give: God provides the capital with which to give. 2 Corinthians 9:7-10.

[n] Mature believers are most effective givers. 2 Corinthians 9:10. Generosity of mind leads to generous giving. 2 Corinthians 9:11. Philippians 4:14-18.

[o] The pastor’s logistical support comes from giving:   He makes an issue out of the word never money, if he does his job God will provide the money. Pastor provides spiritual food and receives money for physical needs. Mutual blessing is thus assured, as the people show their appreciation for the ministry of the word. 2 Corinthians 11:7-9, Philippians 1:3-5, 4:10, 4:14. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIVING - STEWARDSHIP

1. As all provision is from God it is the believer's duty to be a wise steward of not only his money but his time and talents. In this manner true orientation to grace is shown.

2. Your relationship with allocation of your talents, time and possessions to God will determine the quality of your Christian life. Acceptance of grace as the basis of giving should become the basis of generous giving. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

3. There are five reasons for giving to the work of the Lord.

a) That God's work might be supported. (1 Timothy 5:17-18)

b) That God might be glorified. (2 Corinthians 9:12)

c) That needy saints might be provided for. (Acts 2:44-45, 11:29)

d) That other Christians might be challenged. (2 Corinthians 9:2)

e) That the giver's life might be blessed. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

4. Giving alms to the poor:

a) In the Bible, almsgiving means giving to the poor.

b) The Pharisees distorted the principle of giving by making a public display. The Lord Jesus rejected this pride. (Matthew 6:1-4).

c) When we give aims we have to do it in secret, so that we honour God and not ourselves. (Matthew 6:1-4).

d) The giving of alms to the poor is encouraged. (Luke 12:33; Acts 10:2,4,31) and will be rewarded (Matthew 6:1-4).

[8] - THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL

Malachi 3:13-18: Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken [so much] against thee? Ye have said, It [is] vain to serve God: and what profit [is it] that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts? And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, [they that] tempt God are even delivered. Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard [it], and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

KEY WORDS
	Word
	Dabar (n)
	Word, matter, thing, cause

	Stout
	Chazaq
	Seize, be strong, prevail, harden

	Lord
	Yehovah
	Jehovah, the Lord, the eternal

	Say
	Amar
	Say, declare, publish

	Speak
	Dabar (v)
	Arrange, speak, answer, declare

	Vain
	Shav
	Evil, desolating, false, vain

	Serve
	Abad
	Work, serve, compel, labour

	God
	Elohiym
	God, gods, angels

	Profit
	Betsa
	Plunder, gain, profit

	Keep
	Shamar
	Guard, protect, keep, preserve

	Ordinance
	Mishmereth
	Sentry, watch, ordinance, safeguard

	Walk
	Halak
	Walk, behave, exercise

	Mournfully
	Qedoranniyth
	Mournfully, blackish (i.e. in sackcloth)

	Proud
	Zed
	Arrogant, proud, presumptuous

	Happy
	Ashar
	Straight, level, happy, blessed

	Work, make
	Asah
	Do, make, accomplish, work

	Wickedness
	Rishah
	Wrong, fault, wickedness

	Set up
	Banah
	Build, make, set up

	Tempt
	Bachan
	Test, examine, tempt, investigate

	Deliver
	Malat
	Escape, release, deliver

	Fear
	Yare
	Afraid, fear, reverent

	Another
	Rea
	Friend, associate, another

	Hearken
	Qashab
	Hearken, attend, give heed

	Hear
	Shama
	Hear, perceive, listen, regard

	Book
	Sepher
	Book, letter, register, scroll

	Remembrance
	Zikron
	Memorial, record

	Write
	Kathab
	Write, inscribe, record

	Think
	Chashab
	Think, regard, value, imagine

	Name
	Shem
	Name, renown, report

	Shall be
	Hayah
	 Exist, be, come to pass

	Day
	Yom
	Day, age

	Jewel
	Segullah
	Jewel, wealth, treasure, special

	Spare
	Chamal
	Spare, have compassion, pity

	Man
	Iysh
	Man, husband, male

	Son
	Ben
	Son, grandson

	Return
	Shub
	Turn back, return, restore

	Discern
	Raah
	See, behold, discern, consider

	Righteous
	Tsaddiyq
	Just, lawful, righteous

	Wicked
	Rasha
	Guilty, wicked, ungodly, condemned


REFLECTION
This section is the final disputation between God and the people, and God states that their words have been stout against Him, or in the NIV, that they have said harsh things against Him. The form of the Hebrew word used here denotes much and frequent speaking, suggesting that this was not a one-off complaint by the people. 

God might have been offended by their words, but the people again have to ask in what way they have spoken against Him. It is a sad thing indeed when people do not even know when they are speaking against God, and even in the church sometimes such things occur. In these days of political correctness there are times when expediency seems to rule, so that the cutting edge of God’s word is not allowed free reign. God calls for His people to stand for the true word of God, even when it is not comfortable to do so.

Once more, God has to say that their words and attitudes are not inclined towards Him, for they have said that it is vain to serve God. In other words, no one considers it is worthwhile or important to serve God. This is especially sad given that they were God’s chosen people, with all of the benefits (and responsibilities) that went with that. Indeed, the fact that He draws attention to the problem shows that God cares enough about them to raise the issue. Too often in history God’s people, whether the Jews or the church, have followed the way of the world, and have found it too much effort, or too challenging, to follow the narrow way set before them by God.

The people have abandoned the ways of old that would have taught them about the value of serving God, for they see that evil people tend to prosper, with no apparent objection or response from God. They saw no value in keeping God’s commandments, or of mourning in grief at that which displeased God. A similar theme is found in Psalm 73:12-14. Instead, their values had become turned upside down, and they called the arrogant blessed. It is a sad state of affairs when a society reverses good and evil, so that the good are despised and the evil considered favoured and blessed. 

Perhaps even sadder is the delusion under which people such those being addressed by Malachi think that their defective and empty attempts at worship are what God is actually requiring of His people. The reference to walking mournfully in verse 14 probably implies that they had been wearing sackcloth and ashes in an outward show of penitence, so that the outer appearance was of sincerity. In reality, however, that was all that it was, merely appearance, and the heart was not affected. The people felt that because they had fasted and fulfilled their outward religious duties they would have earned favour from God, and in the absence of it, complained against Him. It does not work like that!

Perhaps more subtle is the gradual creep that has occurred in many western nations over recent years, in which that which God has forbidden has been allowed, and even promoted as something to be desired. This has been the case with attitudes to moral and sexual purity, homosexuality, abortion, honesty, and even the mingling of different religions as allegedly equally valid. 

In many part of the world, even in countries that claim to uphold freedom of religion and speech, it is no longer permissible to teach children the true gospel in schools, and this is thought to be a good and progressive thing. Such an attitude is an insult to God, confusing good and evil, and abandoning the good in the rush to pursue evil.

In many parts of the world, tolerance is the word of the day, and people are urged to be tolerant of others’ beliefs and lifestyles, but more often than not, the true born again Christians (and often the Jews too) are not tolerated by society, the values have become topsy-turvy, and what God hates is encouraged as good. In other parts of the world, harsh regimes prevail, and freedom of religion is still not allowed, so that Christians are again marginalised. So often Satan seems to have the victory, but God knows what is going on, and He will have the final word and the final victory. 

Whilst a society may abandon the word of God, and the distinction between good and evil, God never does, and He is not mocked. A man reaps what he sows, and at the final judgement there will be many who feel ashamed that they have not followed God’s ways during their time on earth. This is dealt with in the next chapter, and will be considered in more detail there. 

In this section, however, there are two groups of people – those who reject God’s ways, and those who accept them. This has been the dividing line of humanity throughout history, and Jesus will return to judge between the two. The urgent call is to respond to the claims of Christ while there is yet time, and although Malachi lived before Jesus, they were looking forward to the Messiah to come, in whom they could trust and who would deal with the ills of society.

Perhaps the alleged futility of serving God is highlighted in the often mentioned question as to why God allows suffering in this world. The issues for this are too deep and complex for a full discussion here, but we do need to remember that the fall of Adam introduced sin and suffering into the world; it was never part of God’s original design, even though He knew it would happen. 

Suffering on this earth may make serving him faithfully seem futile, but that is a short term view that takes no account of life after death, which will of course last for considerably longer than our brief sojourn on this earth. In some respects the presence of suffering shows mankind that there is a problem that needs to be dealt with, namely man’s sin. Things are not right, because of the fall, and the ensuing mortality that has befallen the human race highlights the need to get right with God and to follow Him faithfully. Faith is an essential ingredient if we are to live successfully on earth.

The passage moves on in verses 16-18, and those who do fear the Lord are mentioned. Note that the people feared the Lord, and honoured His name. There is a double aspect here, and a healthy fear and reverence for God is good. These people also honoured God’s name, for God is jealous for His name, and rightly so. In those days a person’s name represented his character, and God’s name and character need to be honoured by His people.

These people spoke together, and God heard what they said, and heeded it. In other words, God was eavesdropping on their conversation. It was worthwhile them fearing God because He took notice! They had heeded God’s word and feared Him, and God responded by taking note of what they said and did. They had a healthy balance of upward and horizontal fellowship, all honouring to God. If we have a healthy concept of the fact that God hears what we say, we will be different in what we do say. 

Even at a human level, there are times when we all change the content and manner of our conversation when someone else comes along, especially if we were already talking about them! So with God, He listens in on every conversation that we have, so we should use our words wisely. There is great reassurance in this, for many times our words can become prayers, and it is so good to know that God is always there when we want to pray to him and need a response from Him.

There is reward for faithful service, even though it might seem a long time coming at times. God does call us to faithfulness, and one of the tests of that is to go against the current tide of opinion for the sake of God’s word and the testimony that He calls us to make before a doubting world. God is no man’s debtor, and we can be assured of reward in heaven for faithful service on earth. Jesus, of course had much to say about this, and there are several parables on such a theme.

There is an important principle here, that God will always have a faithful remnant of people who stay true to Him. So often it is a lonely walk to follow God faithfully, but we are not alone. Elijah felt the same when he thought he was the only one who had not bowed the knee to Baal, but God told him that He had reserved 7,000 others who had not succumbed to Baal worship (1 Kings 19:18). God will always maintain a valid witness to His name on earth, even if it seems small at times. There will always be bright lights in the dark.

It is also worth noting that the people who feared the Lord spoke together. They were having fellowship together, sharing God’s word. Even in dark times, God’s people have always searched out other believers with whom to have fellowship, for God never intended His people to be alone. That is why we are told in Hebrews (10:25) not to give up meeting together, and all the more as we see the Day approaching. That theme fits well with our passage in Malachi, for the Day of Judgement is in view, when rewards and punishments will be allotted according to our relationship with God on earth.

To mark the faithfulness of those who do love and fear Him, God refers to a book of remembrance of those who feared Him, and thought on His name. This is a reasonably common theme in Scripture, and there are references to God keeping a book with the names of His people in several places, including Exodus 32:32; Psalm 69:28; Psalm 87:6 and Daniel 12:1 to mention a few. God will be completely accurate in His record keeping, and there will be no mistakes in the outcome from that. 

God, of course, does not need a book to help Him remember our service, whether good or bad, for God never forgets anything, but it is a way for us to understand that God does note and act upon how we have lived on this earth. The glory is that because of the work of Christ, God says that He will remember our sins no more. He never says that He will forget them (for He is omniscient), but He does promise not to remember them, or perhaps we might say that He will never call them to remembrance. They have been dealt with at the cross, and need no further judgement.

The book of Esther describes a practice that existed among ancient oriental emperors, who recorded history based upon how it reflected on them. They had scribes keep records of people they did not like, those who did them wrong etc. The emperor also kept a record of people who had acted responsibly, helpfully and honourably towards him. That practice actually ended up saving Mordecai’s life in the time of Esther. It seems that Malachi is referring to the same practice here, but from God’s perspective. Our heavenly Lord and Master keeps a record of those who honour Him and who are faithful in their service day by day. He will also reward them when they reach heaven according to the faithfulness of their service.

There are a number of reasons why it is important to be included in God’s book of remembrance. In the first place, it does show that God knows those who are his, and who honour and fear Him. There is reward for this, and it matters. Second, it is an honour to be in God’s book, for there He keeps a record of those who are part of His special people. Never take your salvation and your place in heaven for granted, it is a huge privilege and honour. Third, it shows that God notices how we live. We cannot escape His gaze, and nor should we want to.

God declares that such people are His, and will be His special possession when He moves to act in judgement. In that day, God will spare those who are that special possession, so that there will be a clear distinction between the righteous and the wicked. There is an eschatological theme in this section of the book, and the thoughts here are echoed in many other parts of Scripture. 

It is all too easy as believers to take for granted the fact that we are God’s people, and part of His family, but it is a truly wonderful thing that should fill our hearts with delight and gratitude. God promises here to make us His jewels, His treasured possession, something that is precious and valuable. 

More to the point, we will be those who adorn and beautify Him. This begs the question of whether our lives are such that they can be described as beautifying the Lord. The fact that we are described as His possession confirms that we are not our own; indeed we are bought with a price, and that is the precious blood of Jesus. We are His, and there is wonderful security in that, for none can pluck us out of His hand (John 10:28-29).

The second figure of speech that Malachi uses is to compare these faithful people to a man’s son, for God will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him. Human fathers will do anything to protect and rescue their own children; how much more will God do that for His own. God cares deeply about His children, and as believers we will not be ashamed at His coming. The fact that God says that He will spare His children is glorious, but it equally implies that there will be those who will not be spared, and for whom the future prospect is bleak. We have a duty to share the good news while we can.

God does distinguish between those who serve Him, and those who do not. Some godless people may seem to get away with their sinful ways for a while, but the day of reckoning will come. History is moving towards a climax, and it is not oblivion because of a nuclear bomb, but the return of Jesus Christ as Lord of lords and King of kings. It is entirely worthwhile to plough our efforts onto serving God wholeheartedly while we have breath in our bodies, and may God preserve us from slipping to the point where we are tempted to feel that it is too much effort. 

Let us not judge before the time when God’s work is complete. It is in part to test our heart attitude to trust in God in spite of perplexing appearances, and in order to make our service less selfish, that the present blended state is allowed; but at last all will see the eternal difference there really is "between him that serves God and him that serves Him not"

It can often seem like too much trouble to live for Christ, to forgive those who hurt you and take advantage of you. Too often such people seem to get away with what they have done at your expense. God uses such experiences to help us grow more like Christ. God is taking such experiences and using them to produce the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3:12-15) that will be the mark of faithful service. Our material resources or power here on earth are not what matters before God, despite the fact that the world looks at such things. The world may blur the distinction between what is good and bad, but God will not, and He will distinguish between the two.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world. (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture.(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

EVIL

1. DEFINITION: Evil is Satan's policy in opposition to God's doctrine. Evil is therefore a collection of beliefs and practises that back up Satan's viewpoint rather than God’s.

2. Evil is not necessarily bad, it is simply a policy that will take you away from the path that God prepared for you. 

3. False religion may be very moral and even ascetic (and therefore look "holy"), but if it is leading people away from God's revealed will it is evil.

4. Often evil can masquerade as "good". People who believe that their "good works" can satisfy God's holy demands are deceived by evil doctrine. Romans 7:19,20,    

5. Only God’s Word, Bible Doctrine can help the believer distinguish between true good and evil, Hebrews 3:13,14.

6. Only a soul saturated in God’s Word is truly protected from the subtlety of Satan's policy of evil. Proverbs 2:10-14, 3:7, 19:23.

7. Only applied knowledge of God's Word negates and neutralises evil. Psalms 54:5, Romans 12:21,   Isaiah 45.

8. The issue for the believer is the daily choice to accept God's Word and therefore protect oneself against evil.  God watches for our choices. Proverbs 11:18,19, 22:3, 24:1-4, Ephesians 5:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:2,3.

9. The company of evil people will distort the thinking of the believer and confuse his/her witness. Isaiah 5:20,  1 Corinthians 15:23.

10. There is no evil in God at all. Psalm 5:4, 1 John 1:5, 4:4.

11. God judges evil and will condemn it to the lake of fire for ever at the final judgement.  Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 13:11, Revelation 20:11ff

12. In spite of evil still existing in the world due to Satan's on-going presence throughout the Church Age, the Lord is still on the throne, and his hand is on all things. 

13. Satan only does things by "permission" and we are in the Lord's hands and so are, in Christ, safe. Job 1:6-12, Proverbs 16:3, 4, Isaiah 45 : 6, 7.

WORLDLINESS

1. Worldliness  means to follow the beliefs and philosophy of man rather than that of God

2. Worldliness is the opposite to Godliness;  it is thinking/doing in opposition to God's revealed word. Titus 2:11-14.

3. All people are faced with the constant choice of following God's way or the world's. Romans 5:12, 3:19, 1 Corinthians 1:21, Ephesians 2:12,  James 1:27, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:20.

4. Satan is the "prince of this world", and has power to deceive those who are negative to God's plans.  John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 4:4, 1 Peter 5:8,9.

5. We must not love the world, 1 John 2:15-17.

6. We must hate all the world stands for, in thought and in deed. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, 11:30-32, Galatians 6:14, James 1:27, James 4:4, 2 Peter 1:3,4, 1 Corinthians 3:18, 19. 

7. We must not return to our old behaviour patterns, Ephesians  2:1-7.

8. This evil world system and the prince of this world will be condemned. Matthew 18:7, John 12:31, 16:11, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Peter 3:7, 2 Peter 2:1ff.

ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS

1.  As believers we battle two enemies; the Old Sin Nature from within (Romans 7:18, 8:8, Galatians 5:16-19) and Satan without. (John 8:44, 1 John 3:8)

2. We must know what Satan is up to and learn his strategies so that we might be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan's most potent attack is to install false pastor teachers within the church who teach just enough false doctrine to sidetrack foolish believers. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

4. Satan attacks believers assurance of salvation.

5. He also accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer in the form of guilt. (Revelation 12:9-10)

6. Satan wants us to trust our feelings; God wants us to trust His Word. (Romans 8:1)

7. Satan lures believers away from the Word (Genesis 3:4) whilst God wants believers stabilised upon His Word. (Isaiah 26:3)

8. Satan hinders believers from doing the geographical and operational will of God.

9. Satan will do all he can to hinder the believer's growth: (2 Peter 5:18)

a) by getting the believer's eyes off Christ and onto self, others or circumstances

b) by encouraging lust for material things over spiritual growth

c) by encouraging mental attitude sins.

10. Satan is the author of sin and the founder of fear. We are not called to fear but to faith. (2 Timothy 1:7)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15-16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

FEAR

1. Fear is seen in two ways in scripture.  

[a] Firstly as a mental attitude sin that is incompatible with our status as children of the most high, the ruler of the universe. 

[b] Secondly it is used to describe the correct attitude towards God the Lord for all his creatures.  

There is godly fear, awe, and respect for God as God, and there is inappropriate fear, which is the cringing fear of one who believes the other is able to hurt them. This second kind is wrong for us as children of God, for none can harm us without God’s permission for we belong to Him.

2. Our occupation with the persons and majesty of God is often spoken of as “fear” in the legitimate sense for believers. 2 Samuel 23:2-3, Nehemiah 5:9, Job 28:28, Psalms 19:9, 34:11-12, 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27, 22:4, Malachi 3:16, Ephesians 5:21. 

3. Fear as a mental attitude sin is spoken of in, 1 Samuel 17:11, 24, Proverbs 29:25.

4. In God’s grace plan for us fear has no place. His plans for us are always divinely good, and any testing situation is for our good. Romans 8:28. 

5. Fear is an expression of a failure of faith in the plan. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 8:1, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Spiritual death is one way of describing Satan's kingdom and is the place of the source of fear. Hebrews 2:14,15 

7. In spiritual death, Adam was afraid. Genesis 3:10, this fear motivated Adam to produce religious activity (fig leaves) and lies. Genesis 3:7

8. Salvation removes the basis of fear, which is condemnation from the Justice of God (spiritual death).

9. Spiritual maturity provides freedom from fear. 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 13:6, 1 John 4:18, 1 Corinthians 13:5b

10. Carnality and any form of religious activity that leads us away from grace and daily obedience to the Word enslaves the believer to Satan through fear.  
Galatians 5:1; Romans 8:15

11. The mature believer is commanded to fear nothing he may suffer in life, for by means of God’s grace provision all we ever may need is provided for us. Revelation 2:10

12. The baby believer is sustained by believing God’s Word, obeying his commands hour by hour to daily life, and rest upon his promises. Hebrews 4

13. As we become mature believers we continue with this resting on the promises but in addition to this we are sustained by our understanding / application of entire categories of God’s Word -  we have then  moved beyond the promises to confidence in the very character of God itself.

14. Illustration: A woman who asks every hour, "Do you love me?" needs assurance through many promises, and many actions backing the promises up. Once she gets to truly know her husband, and her love is fully established in him through his faithfulness to her, she has absolute assurance, and doesn't need constant reminders of his love by specific words.  She is full of confidence through knowledge of her husband’s character.

15. Chapter’s 3-6  of Hebrews deal with the falling away from growth and confidence by these believers. The spiritual principle of Chapter 4 is the means of getting them back on target.

16. In Hebrews 13:6, we see the objective of the writer, freedom from fear by their daily, moment by moment living the awareness of the love of Christ for them, and the power of Christ available to them.

17. The writers of Scripture identify correctly that when the believer is fearful, he imitates the unbeliever ("cowardly" – Revelation 21:8), and that is not right given our great position. Hebrews 11:27  "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is unseen."  This is our standard!

18. Fear is a mental attitude sin that shows our mind has moved away from thinking of the Lord. 1 Samuel 17:11,24

19. Fear is a sign of falling back into domination by the “prince of this world”. 1 Samuel 18:12,29 21:12 28:20

20. Absence of fear is a big part of maintaining a dynamic mental attitude.  Hebrews 13:6 11:27

21.There is only one legitimate fear ; it is the fear of failure to enter spiritual maturity.  Hebrews 4:1

22. Love demands absence of fear. 1 John 4:18  They are two opposing mental attitudes.

23. Fear is not part of the Divine Plan for the Believer. 2 Timothy 1:7 Exodus 14:13-14 Joshua 8:1 Isaiah 41:10 2 Samuel 1:7

24. Courage and lack of fear is a sign of mature spiritual status. Psalm 3:6 Psalm, 56:3 Hebrews 11:27

25. Fear is the power by which the Evil of Satan rules among mankind.  Hebrews 2:14-15 Genesis 19:30 (Lot) 1 Kings 18:9-14 (Obadiah), both Lot and Obadiah show how the failing believer lives in constant fear.

26. Fear is the word used to mean "Occupation with Christ" when related to the attitude of the mature Believer toward Christ. 2 Samuel 23:3 Nehemiah 5:9,15 Ephesians 5:21 Job 28:28 Psalm 19:9 34:10 Proverbs 1:7 9:10 Proverbs 10:27, 1 Peter 2:17

REMNANT

The following steps to be taken when choosing to be among the remnant.

1. Make a clear understanding of God’s Word the priority - 1 Timothy 1:3-6, 4:6-16

2. Develop power in intercessory prayer which is exemplified in the ministry of Elijah - 1 Timothy 2:1-5

3. Stir up, develop and exercise your spiritual gift - 2 Timothy 1:6-7, 13,14,  2:15

4. Pursue purification and sanctification - 2 Timothy 2:19-22

5. Prepare for and expect persecution. - 2 Timothy 3:10-12

6. Develop endurance, spiritually, mentally and physically - 2 Timothy 2:1-3, 4:5

7. Live expectantly in the light of eternity - 2 Timothy 4:8

BOOKS

1. There are several books mentioned in the Bible:-

a) The Book of Life.

b) Lamb's Book of Life.

c) The Books of Works.

2. The Book of Life contains the names of all who are physically alive.  

[a] Names can be blotted out. (Revelation 3:5)

[b] However the names of Christian believers will never be blotted out but others, those who are lost, are blotted out. 

[c] Those who are blotted out of the book of life are removed from the Book of Life on their physical death if they have not accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

[d] Their inclusion in the Book of Life shows the possibility of all to be saved which is God's will for the unbeliever (2 Peter 3:9) (See Sin:  Atonement - Unlimited Atonement).

3. The Lamb's Book of Life is the record of the eternal purposes of God. The names in it are written through God's foreknowledge from before the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8, 21:27). 

They can never be blotted out. All that are written in the Lamb's Book of Life have eternal life. It is based on God being all-knowing.

4. The Book of Works are books from which unbelievers are judged at the Last Judgment at the Great White Throne. (Revelation 20:11-15). 

The good works in the Books of Works are held up in comparison to the good work of Christ and demonstrated to be deficient. They are then sentenced to the lake of fire - the second death. (Revelation 20:11-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

2. In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

6. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

7. One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

8. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

9. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

1. Definition.

All believers of the Church Age belong to a unique system of royalty.  Revelation 1:6. This royalty is based on spiritual principles of Bible doctrine. While regeneration has occurred in every generation since the beginning of time, it is only the believers of the Church Age who form this eternal nobility.

2. Basis of royalty in the Church Age.

a. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis of royalty.  Acts 1:5; Romans 6:3,4 

b. No believer before or after the Church Age receives at salvation the baptism of the Holy Spirit; it is peculiar to this Age of history. Colossians 1:25,26

c. In every dispensation, the believer is regenerated by the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age the Holy Spirit  also baptises the believer into the Body of Christ. I Corinthians 12:13

3. Precedent for Royalty.

a. The order or battalion of Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent. Hebrews  5:6,10

b. However, Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem, while Jesus Christ was born Royalty in the line of David. Matthew 1

c. Through the baptism of the Spirit, every believer is entered into union with Christ; hence, believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Colossians 1:18

d. As a member of the Body of Christ, every believer of the Church Age is eternally and personally related to the King of Kings. Galatians 3:26-29

d. When the Body of Christ is completed, the Church Age terminates with the resurrection or the Rapture, at which time the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.  Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 4:16-18

e. During the Tribulation, the Bride is prepared for, "Operation Footstool", the second phase of Christ's strategic victory, when all enemies are put under His feet.  Hebrews 1:13

4. Sign of Royalty.

a. The sign of royalty is the unprecedented universal indwelling, of the Holy Spirit. I Corinthians 6:19-20

b. The purpose of this indwelling is to glorify Jesus Christ. John 7:37-39

5. Security of Royalty.

a. The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees the eternal security of the believer. Ephesians 1:13,14

b. Positional sanctification places every believer in the "palace" (heaven) forever.  Ephesians  1:3,4,11

6. Function of Royalty

a. The believer must advance toward the objective of spiritual maturity, at which time he receives the  accoutrements of royalty as well as the tactical victory of the angelic conflict. 

b. The believer fulfils the status of royalty in the modus operandi of the new priesthood. Hebrews 7-13

7. Future of Royalty.

As members of the Body of Christ and the Royal Priesthood (I Peter 2:9) all  Church Age believers will return with Christ at the Second Advent to participate in the strategic victory of the overthrow of Satan and the  Millennial reign of Christ. I Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 5:10

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10)

4. Rewards as Crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

CHAPTER 4

[9] - THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT

Malachi 4:1-6: For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts. Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, [with] the statutes and judgments. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

KEY WORDS
	Behold
	Hinneh
	Behold, lo, see

	Day
	Yom
	Day, be hot, age

	Come
	Bo
	Go, come, bring forth, befall

	Burn
	Baar
	Kindle, consume, burn, heat

	Oven
	Tannur
	Furnace, oven, fire pot

	Proud
	Zed
	Arrogant, proud, presumptuous

	Do
	Asah
	Do, make, perform, practise

	Wickedly
	Rishah
	Wrong, fault, wickedly

	Be
	Hayah
	Exist, be, become

	Stubble
	Qash
	Stubble (dry) straw

	Burn up
	Lahat
	Set on fire, blaze, burn up

	Say
	Amar
	Say, declare, publish, report

	Lord
	Yehovah
	Lord, Jehovah, self-existent one

	Hosts
	Tsaba
	Host, army, mass, company

	Leave
	Azab
	Loosen, leave, relinquish

	Root
	Sheresh
	Root, bottom, heel

	Branch
	Anaph
	Branch, bough, twig

	Fear, dreadful
	Yare
	Fear, afraid, reverent

	Name
	Shem
	Name, character, authority

	Sun
	Shemesh
	Sun, brilliant

	Righteousness
	Tsedaqah
	Rightness, righteousness, justice

	Arise
	Zarach
	Rise, arise, irradiate

	Healing
	Marpe
	Cure, remedy, healing, medicine

	Wings
	Kanaph
	Wing, edge, extremity

	Go forth
	Yatsa
	Go/bring out, depart, bring

	Grow up
	Push
	Spread, grow up, grow fat

	Calf
	Egel
	Calf, bullock

	Stall
	Marbeq
	Stall (for cattle), tie up

	Tread down
	Asas
	Tread down, trample, squeeze out

	Wicked
	Rasha
	Wrong, guilty, wicked

	Ashes
	Epher
	Ashes

	Under
	Tachath
	Beneath, under, below, bottom

	Sole
	Kaph
	Palm, sole, middle

	Feet
	Regel
	Leg, foot

	Remember
	Zakar
	Mark, remember, mention

	Law
	Torah
	Precept, statute, law

	Moses
	Mosheh
	Moses, drawing out (from water)

	Servant
	Ebed
	Servant, bondman

	Command
	Tsavah
	Enjoin, command, bid, put in order

	Horeb
	Choreb
	Desolate, Sinaitic mountains

	Statute
	Choq
	Statute, enactment, custom, law

	Judgement
	Mishpat
	Verdict, decree, law, sentence

	Send
	Shalach
	Send, put forth

	Elijah
	Eliyah
	Elijah (God of Jehovah)

	Prophet
	Nabiy
	Prophet, inspired man

	Great
	Gadol
	Great, mighty, noble

	Turn
	Shub
	Turn, return, retreat, come again

	Heart
	Leb
	Heart, feelings, understanding

	Father
	Ab
	Father, chief, principal

	Child
	Ben
	Son, grandson, child

	Smite
	Nakah
	Strike, smite, punish, destroy

	Earth
	Erets
	Earth, land, ground

	Curse
	Cherem
	Curse, devoted thing


REFLECTION
In this final short chapter in the book, Malachi looks forward to the time when God judges the world, sometimes referred to as the Day of the Lord. This is a real day that is coming, and we need to treat it seriously. As with the end of the last chapter, when God will distinguish between the good and evil, this will be a day of contrasts. The chapter starts with the bad news, that those who have embraced and followed evil as a way of life will be burned as stubble in a field. 

In England we no longer have stubble burning, but what is burnt is the part of the corn that is of no value. The corn itself has been harvested and is useful, but the stubble is good for nothing and is burnt. Note that nothing is left of these; root and branch are consumed. 

Many people throughout history have been puzzled as to the existence of evil in the world. Malachi does not deal with its origin, but he does deal with the end of it. When that day comes the unanswered questions about the suffering and evil in the world will be answered, and no one will be able to accuse God of acting wrongly or unfairly. We will then understand what might be a puzzle now. 

There will be a separation of good and evil, and the evil will be destroyed. This does not mean that there will be annihilation for the unbeliever, for there are many scriptures that speak of the ongoing torment that awaits those who reject Christ as their only means of salvation.

Those who do not accept Jesus as their Saviour have no “value” spiritually; of course, they are made in the image of God and as such are of infinite value, but in terms of fruit spiritually they are dead, and thus burnt up. Such people will have nothing of lasting value from their life’s efforts, for God looks for fruit in our lives resulting from work done genuinely and wholeheartedly for Him. Of course, Jesus Himself had much to say on this subject in His own ministry.

Malachi is a short book, but it uses one particular phrase 24 times. We have seen it many times so far, and have passed over it thus far without comment, but the phrase is “the Lord of Hosts.” It is easy to gloss over it as it almost passes into the background as a reference to God. However, the words mean that God, Jehovah, the almighty self-existent One is the Lord of armies. It is an awesome and powerful way of describing our God. He is the victorious Master of a mighty army – the angelic host arranged behind Him, and His servants in bright array, so that His foes will be swept away when He decides the time is right. Our awesome God deserves to be treated with respect.

These verses may seem strange in a book that started with God’s declaration of love for His people. Back at the beginning of the book Malachi said that it was because of God’s love that they were not consumed. God has tremendous patience, and He has delayed the judgement so that there is more time for people to repent. He gives these warnings to show that the Day is coming, so that people can take notice. Even difficulties and sickness can be a pointer to show that all is not right in the world, and that we need to turn to the One who is the solution to it all.

The dominant physical figure in these early verses of the chapter is one of heat. Malachi is of course writing in a part of the world where they would be familiar with deserts, and the unrelenting, scorching sun. In fact the word “proud” in verse 1 (and used earlier in Chapter 3) is also related to heat, and comes from a word that means to boil or seethe. When water is boiled, the resultant steam fills the room, covering everything. When food has been boiled, it often swells and becomes “puffed up”. As Christians we should avoid becoming puffed up with self-importance like that.

The theme of fire is one that often accompanies teaching on the Day of the Lord, and this features in the gospels and the letters. An example for this is 2 Peter 3:10, but there are many others. Sometimes fire in Scripture is natural, and sometimes it is supernatural. In the case of Moses and the burning bush (Exodus 3:2-3) it was possibly both, for the bush was physically burning but the fire was also supernaturally maintained without consuming the bush. 

God uses the analogy of fire to purify His own people, but also to consume His enemies. For the Jews, they have seen their city burnt in the past, but God will take vengeance on their behalf against their enemies and consume their adversaries. The presence of fire reminds us of the fiery furnace of Daniel’s day, (Daniel 3) when the soldiers stoking up the furnace were destroyed, but God’s three servants were untouched by the fire.

By contrast, for the believer, the day of judgement holds no fear for us. This is the other side of the coin, whereby we have the good news. Our sins have already been dealt with on the cross, and the judgement seat of Christ is more to determine reward in heaven, although even then there will be no dissatisfaction with our lot if we have a smaller reward, for in heaven there will be no disappointment or sorrow. So often the believers have had problems or deprivation in this life because of their faith, but now their faith will be shown to be of lasting and real value, despite the mockery that the world might give us now.

This new dawn is likened to calves in a stall, enjoying the warmth of the new day without any cares. The believers who have been downtrodden for years will now be free from the oppressor. The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in its wings, for those who fear His name. When Jesus was physically present on earth He brought healing to many, partly because He is by nature compassionate and loving, and partly to authenticate his ministry as Messianic and to rebuke scoffers. God is still healing people through His mighty power, but we look to a day, spoken of here by Malachi, when there will be no healing needed, for Jesus will take away all disease and pain.

The phrase Sun of righteousness is a nameless reference to Jesus, and is the last Old Testament reference to Him. Obviously He could not be named as Malachi was still looking forward to His first coming, but it is interesting that almost the last verse of the Old Testament looks forward to Jesus. The last mention of Jesus in the New Testament is in Revelation 22:16, where Jesus is called the Bright Morning Star, so both Testaments end their teaching on Jesus with brightness and light, for indeed He is the light of the world. As the Sun of righteousness, He also gives warmth, to melt our hearts and draw us to Him. Furthermore, the coming of the Sun, and the Bright Morning Star, heralds the end of night. When Jesus comes, the darkness of sin will disappear, and as Revelation 22:5 tells us, there is no night in the New Jerusalem.

The calves are young and frisky, and most commonly are born in the spring, when there is newness and freshness in the world. Certainly for many parts of the world, there is a sense of new life and hope in the spring, after the dark and cold of winter. With the dawn of this new era, there is health and healing, and the hope and optimism that come from new growth and warmer weather.

The new-born calf has here been restricted to a stall overnight, or during bad weather. It is eager to be out in the fields, and when the day breaks it is let out, giving the new hope and freedom that it longs for. So with us, when that glorious day comes, we will experience in fullness the new life that we taste here on earth, and we will know the reality of the presence of Christ with us on this earth. We should surely have a joyful anticipation for that day, not approach it with dread.

The passage continues in verse 3, saying that “you” will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet. Whilst there may still be a reference to the calves, it seems that the sense of the sentence relates back to those who fear the Lord’s name. The temptation here is for Christians to become belligerent and think that they can attack their enemies and trample them down. However, note that the enemies are already ashes, so the Lord’s judgement upon the unbelievers has already occurred.  This does not give us a mandate to attack our enemies, who Jesus says we should love.

Like the skipping calves that have been released from the stall, there is no trampling to destruction, but a rejoicing and delight in the freedom from the restrictions of evil. It may well be that the treading down relates to the making of wine (it can mean “squeeze out”), which is something for a festive time. The ashes of evil might be there, but it is a time for celebration for the people of God. 

Recalling the previous chapter when we saw the book of remembrance, we can see that even the smallest act of kindness done for good will be recorded forever, but the most high-handed act of wickedness will become a pile of ashes to be stepped on and remembered no more. God will put right the injustices that currently plague our world!

The vital question for each person is which category of people will you be in? The choice is stark, but the consequences are eternal and grave. Richard Bewes (who was my Vicar when I was young) made the comment that the difference between Christianity and the other religions is a four letter word. With every other religion it is “do, do, do”. With Christianity it is “done, done, done.” Jesus has paid the price for us and our salvation is complete – just before He died Jesus said, “It is finished!” There was nothing more that He could do, but we all have to choose whether to accept what He has done for us.

In verse 4 Malachi moves on to the Law of Moses. Sitting alongside verse 5, where he refers also to Elijah, he is making reference to the Law and the Prophets, the two main arms of the Old Testament through which God made known His ways for mankind. The Law served to establish the way of life in Israel in relationship with God. The prophets were the conscience of Israel, calling the people back from the error of their ways to true commitment to God. The Law also pointed forward in numerous ways to the Messiah to come, and Malachi draws attention to the Law in the same passage as he refers to the Day of the Lord. We also cannot fully understand the New Testament without a good grasp of the Old Testament Law.

At the giving of the Law God gave His instructions for living to the Israelites, and there were signs from God, including fire and smoke. The Law established for all time the fundamental relationship between God and Israel. Malachi then leaps across time to the coming of “Elijah” prior to the coming of the Lord, when again there will be fire at the judgement. In the gospels, 

Jesus identifies John the Baptist as coming in the spirit and power of Elijah, so there was a sense in which John the Baptist fulfilled this verse. The Jews rejected the ministry of Jesus (and to a large extent they rejected John too), so Jesus will return in power and glory, although before He does so there will be a further ministry of Elijah before then (probably as one of the two witnesses of Revelation 11).

There was the comparison here between the two, but Malachi was also saying that they were to remember the Law, with all of its statutes and decrees for living from God, including its judgements. God has graciously given us His word, so that we know how He wants us to live, and we are to note it and obey it. We should never take God’s word for granted; it is a precious gift that we need to treasure. The Law was not intended to be a burden, but it is a gift that could and should lead to fullness of life.

The Law further shows us what Jesus had to do to save us. No one before Him had fully kept the Law, yet Jesus promised (Matthew 5:17) to fulfil it. Jesus kept and fulfilled the Law because He was sinless, and obedient to His Father. When Jesus hung on the cross and declared “It is finished!” He used an expression from the old market place, meaning “Paid in full.” Jesus had done all that the Law required, and achieved our salvation.

The closing verse of the book describes the ministry of the foretold Elijah, that he would turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the children to their fathers. The ministry will be one of reconciliation, and it is pertinent that this ministry is to occur before the return of Christ. Paul makes reference to the disobedience of children to their parents as one of the signs of the last days (see Romans 1:30; 2 Timothy 3:2), and this is something that God’s messenger will seek to reverse. 

The cohesion of families is of course something that God loves, for family life is the building block of society and is a God-given institution. The prophet will come to seek to put things right before the coming of the Lord, to prepare the way for it. Indeed, it can be said that John did not “complete” his ministry at Jesus’ first coming, for there was no significant reunion of fathers and sons at that time. The Lord is returning and it seems Elijah will have a future role.

John the Baptist called people to repentance in his day, and the coming “Elijah” will do the same. John would be the Lords’ messenger, just as Malachi lived up to his name of “messenger” in his own day. When Elijah was on earth in his own lifetime, he called the people back to God with his words, his miracles, and perhaps especially through the contest with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. The conclusion then was that “The Lord, He is God!”

The Jews have historically expected the coming of Elijah again (after all, he didn’t suffer physical death), and he has often been mentioned by Jews in their grace after meals “May God in His mercy send the prophet Elijah”. Elijah’s name also appeared in the circumcision ceremony, and during the Passover meal a cup of wine was poured for him. He was expected to come, and in Jesus’ day he was seen on the mount of transfiguration with Jesus, and Moses.

It is surely no coincidence that the final word of the Old Testament is “curse”. This is the fearful term applied by the Jews to the extermination of the guilty Canaanites. It is in contrast to the declaration of love right at the beginning of the book of Malachi, but it also echoes the introduction of the curse that came at the fall of Adam in Genesis 3. 

The final verse, however, is primarily a verse of hope, of Elijah turning peoples’ hearts towards each other, of harmony. Those who would respond to this ministry would endorse and practise the harmony spoken of, but for those who would reject the message there would be a curse. This, of course, is the heart of the gospel; those who accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will know the joy of fellowship with Him and other believers. Those who reject remain under the curse that will result in eternal damnation. 
It was the love of God at the beginning of the book that was the reason that Israel was not consumed. It is still God’s love that holds back the coming judgement, but the Day of the Lord is coming, and those who reject His love will be under His curse. The sad fact of life is that the curse is essentially self inflicted, for God has provided the way of salvation for all who would accept His gift of life. This is the challenge to all people, and for the church to proclaim that this news is indeed “very good.”

TOPICS

DAY OF WRATH

Zephaniah 1:15 “That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness”

1.  A day of God’s wrath is described in four word pairs:

a) Trouble and distress in the lives of people.

b) Wasteness and desolation implying destruction of the landscape.

c) Darkness and gloominess as in blindness and hopelessness.

d) Clouds and thick darkness, symbolic of the condition when light is hidden. 

2. Each pair having their spiritual counterparts when people have turned away from God and are reaping the consequences of sinful lives.

3.  It will be the lot of those in a soon coming age upon whom God will send “strong delusion…because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved” cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:10,11.

GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God reveals Himself and His character by His names.

1. EL - The strong one (singular) - 2 Samuel 22:33

2. EL ELYON - The most high God - Genesis 14:18-22

3. EL OLAM - The everlasting God - Genesis 21:33

4. EL SHADDAI -The almighty one - Genesis 17:1

5. ELOHIM - The all powerful one. (plural) - Genesis 1:1

6. JEHOVAH - The self-existent one - I AM  Exodus 3:14

7. JEHOVAH-ELOHIM - Lord God, Creator - Genesis 2:4

8. JEHOVAH-JIREH - Jehovah will provide - Genesis 22:13, 14

9. JEHOVAH -NISSI - Jehovah is my banner - Exodus 17:15

10. JEHOVAH-RAAH - Jehovah is my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

11. JEHOVAH-RAPHA - Jehovah that Heals - Exodus 15:25, 26

12. JEHOVAH-SABOATH - Lord of hosts - Psalm 46:7, 11

13. JEHOVAH-SHALOM - Jehovah is peace - Judges 6:24

14. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH - Jehovah is there - Ezekiel 48:35

15. JEHOVAH TSID KENU- Jehovah our righteousness - Jeremiah 33:16

JUDGMENT: - JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

1. There are three types of judgment for believers in the Church Age.

a) Judgment of Sins:- The Lord Jesus Christ on the cross substituted the payment of all man's sins. The penalty of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) There is therefore no judgment for those in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1). The substitutionary death is given in 2 Corinthians 5:19-2 1, Galatians 3:13.

b) Judgment of Self:- We are told that if we judge ourselves we shall not be judged. Failure to do so brings discipline. (1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 11:31, 32, 2 Corinthians 2:5-7, Hebrews 12:7, 1 John 1:9)

c) Judgment Seat of Christ:- This is the evaluation of the production of believers for the purpose of reward (2 Corinthians 5:10)

2. The Judgment Seat of Christ is a time of reward.  Our human works (wood, hay, stubble) will be burned, our works in the power of the Spirit (gold, silver, precious stones) will be rewarded. (1 Corinthians 3:11-16).

3. At the Judgment Seat of Christ the believer can be denied reward but can never lose his salvation. (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

4. Backslidden believers have no reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (Hebrews 6:7-12)

5. The Judgment Seat of Christ is illustrated by the famous athletic games in the ancient world. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

6. Rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ is based on grace. (James 2:12, 13)

7. Since we will be judged by Christ, we are not to judge each other (Matthew 7:1-2)

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

The sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross had many effects. It was

1. Penal 


Galatians  3:13 2 Corinthians  5:21

2. Substitutional 

Leviticus 1:4 Isaiah 53:5-6 2 Corinthians 5:21 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary 

Genesis 22:9 John 10:18

4. Redemptive 

Galatians 3:13 Ephesians 1:7 1 Corinthians 6:20

5. Propitiatory 

Romans 3:25 1 John 2:2

6. Reconciling 

2 Corinthians 5:18,19 Colossians 1:21,22

7. Efficacious 

John 12:3 20-23 Romans 5:9,10 2 Corinthians 5:21 Ephesians 2:13 Hebrews 9:12

8. Revelatory 

John 3:16 1 John 4:9,10

CHRIST - SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST

The glorified Jesus Christ is superior to angels (Hebrews 1)

1. in Name. (Hebrews 1:4).

2. in relationship (Hebrews 1:5).

3. at the Second Advent (Hebrews 1:6).

4. in His ministry (Hebrews 1:7,8).

5. in appointment (Hebrews 1:9).

6. as Creator (Hebrews 1:10).

7. in character (Hebrews 1:11).

8. in His position (Hebrews 1:13).

ELIJAH – POWER OF GOD

1. SCRIPTURE   1 Kings 17 -19,21; 2 Kings 1,2.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Elijah was a 9th Century BC prophet. His name meant "Jehovah is God". He has very little background mentioned in the Bible even though he is one of the greatest prophets in Jewish history. He was called a Tishbite from Gilead (1 Kings 17:1) and suddenly appeared on the scene. He confronted Ahab with a prediction of drought (1 Kings 17) and retired to the desert. He reappeared where he challenged the prophets of Baal in the Mount Carmel contest (1 Kings 18). Having won a great victory over paganism he fled from Jezebel to Horeb where he resided in despair (1 Kings 19) (see Moses, Topic 30). The second half of his ministry involved the Naboth incident (1 Kings 21) and predicted judgment on Ahaziah for idolatry (2 Kings 1). Like Enoch before him, Elijah was translated without dying, in a fiery chariot (2 Kings 2) leaving his prophet's mantle to Elisha.

3. EVALUATION

a) Ahab accuses Elijah of causing problems in Israel (1 Kings 18:17).

b) Elijah tells Ahab that the problems in Israel are caused by Ahab's disobedience to God's laws (1 Kings 18:18).

c) He challenges Ahab to assemble the prophets of Baal who were being kept at public expense to Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:19,20). They number 450.

d) Elijah tells the crowd that he is the last remaining prophet of the Lord and sets up a test of who is the true God (1 Kings 18:21-24).

e) The prophets of Baal, with incantation and ritual, attempt to invoke their God but to no effect (1 Kings 18:25-29).

f) Elijah now copies Joshua at Gilgal and makes an altar of 12 stones, places a bullock on wood and pours water on the sacrifice (1 Kings 18:30-36).

g) The power of God is demonstrated with fire from heaven consuming the sacrifice (1 Kings 18:38).

h) The drought which had been afflicting the land for 31/2 years was now broken (1 Kings 18:41-46).

i) Jezebel the queen reacted to the death of the priests of Baal who had been slaughtered at Elijah's insistence (1 Kings 18:40) and threatened to kill Elijah.

j) Elijah becomes depressed and flees into the wilderness. God provides food whilst he is under the juniper tree (1 Kings 19:4-8).

k) Dwelling in a cave at Mount Horeb, the Lord shows wind, fire and earthquake but the Lord is not in them (1 Kings 19:9-1 1).

l) The Lord appears in a still small voice and tells Elijah that he is not the last believer but that there are 7000 other servants of the Lord in Israel. He is to go and find Elisha, his successor as prophet; and anoint Jehu King over Israel (1 Kings 19:12-18).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Resist the devil and he will flee from you (James 4:7).

b) Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4).

c) Nothing is impossible with God (Mark 10:27).

d) The battle is the Lord's (1 Samuel 17:47).

e) God will provide great victories against apparently superior forces (cf. Gideon).

f) It is possible for a spiritual giant to become depressed and disillusioned (John 21:3).

g) In times of trouble the Lord will give guidance (Psalm 42:1 1).

h) God will not prosper a nation which has become apostate (Deuteronomy 28:15-68).

i) The Lord always has faithful representatives to continue His work in the devil's world.

j) Elijah parallels Moses his fellow herald at the Second Advent in many ways.

i) Both went to Horeb where God spoke to them.

ii) Both had a mysterious end to their ministry.

iii) Both are heralds at the Second Advent (Revelation 11).

iv) God used fire in both cases as a demonstration of power.

v) Both seen on the Mount of Transfiguration.

vi) Both had noteworthy successors.

k) The servant who fails can again have a major part to play in the plan of God (Jonah).

LAW OF MOSES

1. The whole of the Mosaic Law is given in the Pentateuch.

2. The Law of Moses was given in three stages:

a) The first stage was when Moses spoke directly to the people having received instruction from God at Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:3-8).

i) The commandments, with no provision for sacrifice or failure. (Exodus 20:1-17)

ii) The relationship within the nation of Israel. (Exodus 21:1-23:13)

iii) Directions for keeping three annual feasts. (Exodus 23:14-19)

iv) Instructions as to the conquest of Canaan. (Exodus 23:20-33)

b) The second stage was when Moses was called up to receive the tables of stone from God (Exodus 24:12-18).

i) During this stage Moses also receives instruction regarding the priesthood, tabernacle and sacrifice. (Exodus 25-31)

ii) On his return however he finds that the nation has broken the first commandment with the manufacture of a golden calf and Moses breaks the stones containing the law (Exodus 32:16-19).

c) In the third stage the second set of tablets were provided by God (Exodus 34:1, 28-29).

3. Three sections of the Mosaic Law:

a) Moral code or Commandments, also known as the Decalogue (Exodus 20:1-17).

b) Spiritual code or Ordinance. This is a complete Christology and Soteriology (Hebrews 10:1). It includes the Tabernacle, Feasts, Holy Days, Levitical offerings, dress and operation of the Levitical priesthood.

c) Social Code or Judgments. Includes diet, sanitation, quarantine, soil conservation, taxation, military service, marriage, divorce etc. Punishments for non-observance were stated.

4. Recipients of the Mosaic Law:

a) Given to Israel ONLY (Exodus 19:3; Leviticus 26:46; Romans 3:19; 9:4)

b) The Law was NEVER given to the Gentiles (Deuteronomy 4:8; Romans 9:4).

5. The present purpose of the Law:

a) To convince, by divine standard, that the unbeliever is a sinner and needs a Saviour (Romans 3:20,28; Galatians 3:23,24; 1 Timothy 1:9,10)

b) To communicate God's grace, both in salvation and confession.

c) To provide for a nation to function under God's blessing.

d) Therefore, keeping the Law is not the way of salvation but the way of human freedom and prosperity under God (Galatians 2:16).

6. The Church in relation to the Law:

a) The Church is specifically NOT under the Law (Acts 15:5-11; Romans 6:14; Galatians 2:19)

b) Christ is the end of the Law for believers (Romans 10:4)

c) Believers in the Church Age are under a higher law of spirituality (Romans 8:2-4; Galatians 5:18,22,23; 1Corinthians 13).

7. The Limitations of the Mosaic Law:

a) Cannot justify (Acts 13:39; Romans 3:20,28; Galatians 2:16; Philippians 3:9)

b) Cannot provide Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:21)

c) Cannot give eternal life (Galatians 3:2)

d) Cannot provide miracles (Galatians 3:5)

e) Cannot solve the problem of the sinful nature (Romans 8:7).

8. The designation of the Mosaic Law as the Book of the Covenant (Exodus 24:7-8; 34:27,28; Deuteronomy 4:13-16,23,31; 8:18; 9:9,11,15).

a) This book of the covenant is the subject of (Jeremiah 11) but is not to be confused with the New Covenant of (Jeremiah 31:31-33).

b) The prophecy of breaking the Covenant (Deuteronomy 31:16-20; Jeremiah 22:7-9). 

c) National disintegration results when the Covenant is broken.

9. Christ and the Law of Moses:

a) Christ was born during and under the law (Galatians 4:4)

b) He was sinless and led a perfect life under the law (John 8:46, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

c) He taught the law (Luke 10:25-37)

d) All Old Testament types were fulfilled by him in his crucifixion (Hebrews 9:11-26) including the Levitical Offerings.

e) He redeemed us from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13,14)

f) He mediated the better covenant of grace (Hebrews 8:6-13)

g) Through him we have the law of Christ (John 13:34, Galatians 6:2)

h) Christ fulfilled the law (Matthew 5:17)

i) He fulfilled the moral requirement by living a perfect life on earth during the incarnation.

ii) He fulfilled the substitutionary requirement by His death, burial and resurrection, ascension and session.

iii) He fulfilled the ethical requirement by living according to the social code.

GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY

1. God instituted families and marriage from the start of mankind on earth (Genesis 2:24).

2. Marriage was to be monogamous (Genesis 2:24). They are classified as 'one flesh'. They must leave mother and father and set up their own house (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:4-5).

3. Adultery or breakdown of marriage was so serious a matter that it was included in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:14).

4. The husband is the head of the family (Genesis 3:16).

a) He should be willing to die for her (Ephesians 5:22-23).

b) He provides for his family (Genesis 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:8).

c) He should rear the children in the fear of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6,7).

d) He should not provoke his children (Colossians 3:21).

5. Wives are subject to their husbands (Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22,23. 1 Peter 3:1-6).

a) She has the place of honour in the home (1 Peter 3:7).

b) She has a deep desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16).

6. Children should be obedient to both parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 22:15; 23:13).

a) They must honour (Ephesians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:4; John 19:26).

b) If they honour their father and mother they will have long lives (Exodus 20:12).

7. Three ways in which normal family life parallels the relationship that God the Father has with "The Christ"

a) It is grounded from one head - (1 Corinthians 15:45-50).

i) In the garden of Eden Adam was created first and Eve was taken from Adam's side. Eve had to be taken from Adam.  The second Adam was Jesus Christ and out of Him will come a new spiritual race. 

ii) I am my father's child because I have received from him his image. Similarly when we are born again we receive the image of God.

b) The family is subject to discipline - (Hebrews 12:3-15)

i) It is important to train your children to live righteously. 

ii) God's discipline trains us to walk in His will, in the place of blessing.

iii) The child must learn wisdom from the parents. (Exodus 12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6:6-25, Joshua 4:5-8) God is wisdom.

c) The parents are responsible for their family's conduct, morally and legally.  Our witness reflects on God.

8. In a survey in the U.S.A. eight reasons were given as to why the family unit was being weakened in that country.

a) The rise of promiscuity.

b) Transfer of the protection of the family from the head of the family to the State.

c) Transfer of the education of the child from the parents.

d) Movement of family recreation from the family to outside including television.

e) Transfer of the place of production from the home to the factory.

f) The use of aged accommodation for senior members of the family rather than them staying in the home.

g) The loss of traditional homemaking skills and the rise of the supermarket society.

h) Transfer of religious instruction from the home to outside. 

LAST DAYS:  CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAST DAYS

Just as world conditions just before the flood indicated judgment was overdue so conditions now show that we are at the end of the last days.

1. Preoccupation with physical appetites - Luke 17:27

2. Rapid advances in technology - Genesis 4:22

3. Grossly materialistic attitudes and interests - Luke 17:28

4. Uniformitarian attitudes and interests - Hebrews 11:7

5. Inordinate devotion to pleasure and comfort - Genesis 4:21

6. No concern for God in either belief or conduct - 2 Peter 2:5, Jude 15

7. Disregard for the sacredness of the marriage relation. - Matthew 24:38

8. Rejection of the inspired Word of God - 1 Peter 3:19

9. Population explosion - Genesis 6:1,11

10. Widespread violence - Genesis 6:11, 13

11. Corruption throughout society - Genesis 6:12

12. Preoccupation with illicit sexual activity - Genesis 4:19; 6:2

13. Widespread words and thoughts of blasphemy - Jude 15

14. Organised Satanic activity - Genesis 6:1-4

15. Promotion of systems and movements of abnormal depravity - Genesis 6:5, 12

LAST DAYS - DENIALS THAT CHARACTERIZE THE END TIME CHURCH

1. Denial of God. (Luke 17:26; 2 Timothy. 3:4-5)

2. Denial of Christ. (1 John. 2:18, 4:3; 2 Peter. 2:1)

3. Denial of Christ's return. (2 Peter 3:3-4)

4. Denial of the Faith. (1 Timothy. 4:1-2; Jude 3)

5. Denial of Sound Doctrine. (2 Timothy. 4:3-4)

6. Denial of Separated Life (Practical Sanctification. 2 Timothy 3:1-7)

7. Denial of Christian Liberty. (1 Timothy 4:3-4)

8. Denial of Spirituality. (2 Timothy 3:1-8; Jude 18)

9. Denial of Authority. (2 Timothy 3:4)

GOSPEL OF SALVATION

1. Gospel means "good news" - there are four gospels are found in the New Testament.

2. Gospel of the Kingdom.

a) Preached by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1, 2) the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:23) and his disciples (Matthew l0:7) Thy Kingdom come (Matthew 6:10).

b) It consists of the setting up on earth of Christ's 1,000 year Kingdom thus fulfilling the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:16)

c) There will be another preaching of the gospel by the Jewish remnant in the days of the Great Tribulation before the 2nd Advent. (Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7) After the 2nd Advent the 1,000 year reign commences. (Revelation 20:1-6)

3. Gospel of Grace - the gospel of personal salvation by grace through faith. This gospel appears under many names and is the means of salvation throughout the history of mankind.

a) Gospel of God (Romans 1:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:2)

b) Gospel of Christ - (Mark 1:1, Romans 1:16)

c) Gospel of the Grace of God - (Acts 20:24)

d) Gospel of Peace - (Ephesians 6:15)

e) Gospel of your salvation - (Ephesians 1:13)

f) Glorious Gospel - (2 Corinthians 4:4)

4. The Everlasting Gospel - (Revelation 14:6) -the good news is everlasting. This gospel will be preached on earth just before Christ's return in glory. (Matthew 25:31, 32). This gospel is the means of salvation to countless thousands both Jews and Gentiles. (Revelation 7:9-14)

5. Paul's "My Gospel" - (Romans 2:16)  This is the same gospel of salvation by grace through faith but includes the mystery doctrines of the church age not previously revealed. The gospel in the Old Testament was revealed by the Tabernacle, Feasts, Levitical Offerings etc.

6. "Another Gospel" which is not another (Galatians 1:6, 7, 2 Corinthians 11:4) This is a perversion of the Gospel of Christ (Galatians 1:8, 9) The curse is proclaimed on any who preach it.  There have been many perversions - legalism in Galatia, angel worship in Colossae (Colossians 2:18) among others.

SUMMARY OF TOPICS

	TOPIC
	SECTION
	PAGE

	ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK AGAINST BELIEVERS 
	8
	59

	BIBLE:  BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER
	1
	7

	BITTERNESS
	5
	39

	BOOKS 
	8
	62

	CAIN AND ABEL
	6
	47

	CHRIST:  HUMILIATION AND EXALTATION 
	6
	45

	CHRIST:  RETURN OF OUR LORD
	6
	50

	CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST
	9
	70

	CHRIST:  SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST
	9
	70

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  AMBASSADOR 
	8
	58

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BACKSLIDING AND RECOVERY 
	2
	18

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
	5
	39

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DESTINY OF BELIEVERS
	9
	69

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DISCIPLINE OF BELIEVERS 
	4
	30

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH  
	8
	60

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH 
	8
	61

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRIUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
	8
	63

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIVING 
	7
	54

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIVING – STEWARDSHIP
	7
	54

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  LOVE
	1
	8

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MENTAL ATTITUDE 
	3
	23

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE  
	2
	16

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES 
	2
	17

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES – HATE YOUR PARENTS
	1
	8

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES – TAKE UP YOUR CROSS
	6
	46

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE  
	4
	30

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS 
	8
	64

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION
	5
	36

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY 
	3
	25

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY 
	5
	40

	CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING
	5
	37

	CHURCH:  BRIDE OF CHRIST 
	5
	36

	CHURCH OFFICERS:  PASTORS AND ELDERS
	4
	30

	CHURCH:  SHEPHERDING THE SHEEP 
	3
	24

	CHURCH:  WORSHIP AND PRAISE 
	2
	16

	COVENANTS
	1
	8

	COVENANTS:  NEW COVENANT 
	6
	46

	DAY OF WRATH 
	9
	68

	ELIJAH – POWER OF GOD 
	9
	70

	EVIL 
	8
	58

	FEAR 
	8
	61

	GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD
	1
	6

	GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTION – FAMILY 
	9
	72

	GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTION – MARRIAGE 
	5
	35

	GOD:  FATHERHOOD OF GOD
	2
	14


SUMMARY OF TOPICS  [continued]

	TOPIC
	SECTION
	PAGE

	GOD:  GOD CARES FOR YOU
	1
	6

	GOD:  NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  
	9
	68

	GOSPEL OF SALVATION 
	9
	74

	GRACE  
	2
	18

	HERALD
	6
	44

	HOLY SPIRIT:  SINS AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT
	7
	53

	HOPE 
	6
	44

	ISRAEL 
	3
	25

	ISRAEL:  NATIONAL DIVINE DISCIPLINE 
	4
	29

	JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE
	6
	49

	JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE 
	6
	49

	JUDGMENT:  JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
	9
	69

	JUSTICE
	5
	40

	LAST DAYS:  CHARACTERSTICS OF THE LAST DAYS
	9
	73

	LAST DAYS:  DENIALS OF THE END TIME CHURCH  
	9
	73

	LAW OF MOSES 
	9
	71

	PEACE
	4
	31

	PRAYER  
	5
	38

	PRIESTS 
	3
	21

	PRIESTS:  LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD 
	3
	22

	PROPHECY:  ARABS IN PROPHECY 
	1
	11

	RELIGION 
	2
	16

	REMNANT
	8
	62

	REVIVAL 
	6
	48

	ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD
	8
	63

	UNBELIEVER 
	7
	53

	WOMEN:  WIDOWS 
	6
	48

	WORLDLINESS 
	8
	59


BIBLIOGRAPHY
The Daily Study Bible (Old Testament): The Twelve Prophets Volume II, by Peter C Craigie (St Andrew Press, Edinburgh 1985)

Between the Times, by R T Kendall (Christian Focus Publications Ltd, 2003)

Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible

Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible

Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament

John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Commentary

Geneva Bible Translation Notes

John Wesley’s Explanatory Notes

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible

The Preacher’s Homiletic Commentary, Baker Book House

The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopaedia of the Bible

PAGE  
2
MALACHI


