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[Established 1992]

PROCEDURE FOR EBCWA COURSES
COMPRISING

1. General Theology Course 
2. Pastoral Theology Course 
3. Biblical Studies Course 
EVERY LOCAL CHURCH A BIBLE SCHOOL
Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15
Revised July 2012
STATEMENT OF FAITH

We uphold and believe: 

In one God eternally self existent in three persons Father Son and Holy Spirit our only Creator, Sustainer and Saviour, who alone is good and to be worshipped.

In our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, His virgin birth, sinless life, atoning death and bodily resurrection from the dead.

That all have sinned and are justly under the wrath of God. That forgiveness and redemption from the guilt, power and penalty of sins is possible only through repentance and faith in the shed blood, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as made effective to the individual by the Holy Spirit who also enables the believer to live a normal Christian life of holiness, prayer, witness and work for the Lord Jesus Christ.

In the church as the community of all born again believers; the Holy Scriptures of God as divinely inspired, complete, wholly true and trustworthy, and the supreme authority in all matters of faith and living.

In the imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ to gather His church to Himself, followed by a period of great tribulation upon the earth, after which the Lord Jesus Christ will return to judge the earth and set up His millennial kingdom. 

In the resurrection of the saints to everlasting life with the Lord Jesus Christ and the resurrection of all unbelievers to eternal separation from God in the lake of fire.

COURSE HISTORY

The theology courses described herein were developed by Dr John McEwan in New Zealand during the late 1980’s. The vision was for a theology course which could be undertaken in any local church to teach and train its own Christian workers, administered by the church’s own eldership for a productive Bible teaching ministry.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The courses consist of 530 lecture hours on CD or through printed notes [Books 1 to 13]. The CD will be supplied upon request, and if required Books 1, 2 and 3 will be supplied to any local church that wishes to teach and train its own Christian workers.  The remainder of the books will be supplied as necessary

FORMAT
1.  GENERAL THEOLOGY
 [8 assignments] Papers 111,112

2.  PASTORAL THEOLOGY
 [8 assignments] Papers 213, 312
3.  BIBLICAL STUDIES

 [16 assignments] Papers 211, 212, 214, 531
This paper should also include study of the commentaries of Acts, 1&2 Corinthians 1 &2 Timothy, Titus, 1&2 Peter

ORDER OF UNDERTAKING STUDIES
It is suggested that the General Theology course should be completed first, followed by the other courses 
ACCREDITATION

We should not seek the accreditation of the princes of this world but the approval of God’s people. The courses therefore are not accredited by any government so as to adhere to the principles of separation of Church and State because accreditation by the State has a high potential for manipulation of the courses by civil authorities.

TRANSLATIONS

The Lord may encourage bi lingual Christians to translate the course books into another language. If that is done on a computer it may be possible to include it on a future CD which would benefit others who do not speak English. It would be expected that any translation would be undertaken free of charge and made available to EBCWA on the basis of it being free of copyright. 

OBJECTIVES

EBCWA had three objectives in developing these courses.

1. To produce Christian workers who minister in their own local church.  The local church is the base of all Christian growth outreach and endeavour. 

2. To produce Christians who know and apply the word of God to their lives. Christian growth comes as the believer, under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, applies the truth of God’s word to their daily life experience.

3. To produce Christians who are thoroughly grounded in the skills needed for a Bible based ministry. These skills would include Evangelism of the lost, Systematic teaching of the saved and Biblical counselling and encouragement of the sick, grieving and depressed with the true comfort that comes from God’s word.

SUITABILITY
The courses are designed for all who love the Lord Jesus Christ and who can affirm the above statement of faith as their own.

This is a demanding course for Christians who desire to prepare for Christian ministry and as such it demands the character traits required by faithful ministers.

Tenacity [Luke 9:62] - you must have perseverance to keep studying and applying the lessons of God’s word through all crisis that will arise during the course.

Honesty [2 Peter 3:18 Philippians 3:13] - you must be teachable, prepared to learn change and grow.  

Commitment [Philippians 3:13-21] - you must be ready to advance to maturity and prepared to make personal sacrifices.

Holiness [James1:19 -27] - you must be determined to work and walk worthy of your calling. This will involve making decision daily to deal with sin in your life, that you might become a clean vessel for the Lord's work.  
OPERATION OF THE COURSE

The General Theology which comprises three volumes [Books 1-3 on CD EBCWA] represents about 80 hours of lectures. The course also comprises the completion of 8 assignments in 2 subject papers. The questions involved are set out below.
It is suggested that you devote approximately two hours to reading, research and assignment work for every hour of lectures. 

The time to complete the General Theology course should be approximately 6 months 
METHOD OF STUDY

Suggested format is to study four lectures per week with one written assignment every three weeks. This course would then be completed within six months.

COST

EBCWA policy is that finance should not be a barrier to learning God's Word.  By using the web site www.ebcwa.com.au and the EBCWA – CD, the course is basically free. For church based teaching arrangements will need to be made with EBCWA for the provision of books. 

SUGGESTED ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments for each subject are listed in the pages following. All sources consulted during research should be properly acknowledged in a bibliography.

1. GENERAL THEOLOGY 

You will require a Bible (available on CD - EBCWA)
If you have access to a MP’3 player, MP3 discs 1 and 2 are available on request for all lectures

One of the following texts would be an advantage but is not critical. 

Chafer L and Walvoord J, "Fifty Two Major Bible Themes" 

Ryrie C, "Basic Theology"

PAPER 111 - THEOLOGY PART I  - BOOK 2 ON EBCWA- CD
SCOPE - God's Word, God's Nature, Christology, Pneumatology, Dispensations and Covenants, Angelology, Anthropology.

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments or 2 x 5000 word assignments.

Choice of topics from the following.

I. What is meant by inspiration and revelation?

2. Why is inerrancy important?

3. The Trinity is a key concept. Explain the doctrine.

4. Knowledge of the character of God is the basis of a believer’s stability. Outline the facets of the character of God.

5. What is the hypostatic union? Why is it important?

6. Is the physical bodily resurrection of the Lord an optional thing?

7. The Holy Spirit's work in the believer’s life is the basis of their spiritual life. Discuss what spirituality is in relation to this.

8. How has the Holy Spirits ministry changed through the ages?

9. Is it important to distinguish between dispensations and covenants?

10. Satan is limited and doomed and knows it. What relevance does this have in his attitude towards believers?

11. What is demon possession? Can a believer be possessed?

12. Adam's fall sets the stage for all the major doctrines of the Bible to be unfolded. Discuss with reference to the importance of the historicity of the Genesis narrative.
PAPER 112 - THEOLOGY PART 2 – BOOK 3 ON EBCWA - CD 
SCOPE - Hamartiology, Soteriology, Sanctification, Election, Ecclesiology, Eschatology.

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments or 2 x 5000 word assignments.

Choice of topics from the following.

I. What is sin? How is it that man sins?

2. Relate the doctrine of imputation to the sin of man and its solution.

3. Salvation is all God's work. Discuss.

4. How is the believer sanctified?

5. Answer the Philippian jailer’s question, and explain the doctrines involved.

6. Can free will and election be reconciled this side of eternity?
7. What is the Church and what is its earthly purpose?

8. What is worship? Develop some principles of worship and note how they can be applied to the local church.

9. Should the Sabbath be kept, why / why not?

10. What place does Israel have yet in the plan of God?

11 What is the believers hope when facing the political turmoil of the months and years ahead?

12. Your own choice 

SUGGESTED GRADING AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR TEACHER/STUDENT CONDITIONS
1. Grading allows the teacher to give students feedback on how they are performing in relation to the expectations of the College. The grades should always challenge students to greater achievement so that they might serve their Lord better when they apply their study in the ministry to which they are called.

2. Grades of A, B, C, D will be awarded. F is a failure
3. Criteria taken into consideration during assessment:

[a] Presentation (relative weighting about 20%)

Structure (e.g. introduction conclusion headings, etc)

Logical Sequencing

Clarity of expression

[b] Content (relative weighting about 80%)

Doctrinal accuracy and depth

Logical Scriptural Argument

Achievement of purpose (e.g. teaching plan, sermon, etc)

Appropriate illustrations and/or applications

Use of resources, quotes, bibliography

 GRADING SUGGESTIONS
A - Indicates that the student has mastered the subject understanding the topic, its various interpretive expressions, the problems associated with it, as well as seeing its application to life. This knowledge has been clear, concise and well presented.

B - Indicates a good grasp of the subject, understanding the issues involved, but without the detailed mastery of an "A" grade

C Indicates that the student has grasped the basic facts or concepts, but has not fully seen their depth implications or variations.

D Indicates that the student has failed to grasp key concepts in the subject or that the case put for their view lacked logic or organisation. Any work receiving a "D" grade must be repeated, as it does not receive credits towards graduation.

F Indicates that the student has not understood the subject nor put forward an adequate presentation. An "F" grade requires a conference with the markers to discuss the student's performance.

PROTOTYPE PROGRAMME FOR GENERAL THEOLOGY COURSE
	WEEK
	DATE
	ACTIVITY

	1
	
	Review Lectures 1 to 6 of Introductory Notes

	2
	
	Review Lectures 7 to 11 of Introductory Notes

	3
	
	Study in depth from Theology 111 Lessons 1 to 5 

	4
	
	Lessons 6-10

	5
	
	Undertake assignment 1 from Theology 111 list

	6
	
	Lessons 11-15 

	7
	
	Lessons 16-19

	8
	
	Undertake assignment 2 from Theology 111 list

	9
	
	Lessons 20-24

	10
	
	Lessons 25-29

	11
	
	Undertake assignment 3 from Theology 111 list

	12
	
	Lessons 30-34

	13
	
	Lessons 35-38

	14
	
	Undertake assignment 4 from Theology 111 list

	15
	
	Study in depth from Theology 112 Lessons 39-43

	16
	
	Lessons 44-48

	17
	
	Undertake assignment 1 from Theology 112 list

	18
	
	Lessons 49-52

	19
	
	Lessons 53-58

	20
	
	Undertake assignment 2 from Theology 112 list

	21
	
	Lessons 59-64

	22
	
	Lessons 65-68

	23
	
	Undertake assignment 3 from Theology 112 list

	24
	
	Lessons 69-74

	25
	
	Lessons 75-79

	26
	
	Undertake assignment 4 from Theology 112 list


Note: The Omnibus Bible Topic Book [Book 21 on EBCWA – CD] is excellent additional source material.

2. PASTORAL THEOLOGY

The Pastoral Theology course includes: -
PAPER 312 – Pastoral Theology – Book 7, and PAPER 531 – Church History Survey – Book 6
This course is based on our EBCWA – CD  and comprises in depth study of the following nine books found on the CD
If you have access to a MP’3 player MP3 discs 5 and 6 are available on request for all lectures

	BOOK NO
	TITLE
	BOOK NO
	TITLE
	BOOK NO
	TITLE

	18
	Pastoral Theology
	75-4
	Acts Volume 4
	86
	2 Timothy

	75-1
	Acts Volume 1
	77
	1 Corinthians
	87
	Titus

	75-2
	Acts Volume 2
	78
	2 Corinthians
	91
	1 Peter

	75-3
	Acts Volume 3
	85
	1 Timothy
	92
	2 Peter


OPERATION OF THE COURSE

The Pastoral Theology course comprises study of nine books from EBCWA CD 2006-12 outlined above.

It is suggested that you devote time to additional reading and research if other appropriate material is available. 
PAPER 312 - PASTORAL THEOLOGY

SCOPE

Leadership, church administration, pastoral duties.

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments.

Read set texts in detail, research, and then write Biblically based responses, in each answer referring to most of the nine course books with Biblical examples of each principle you raise or explain.

Select four topics.

I. Discuss the Biblical qualities required for pastoral leadership. Develop a weekly timetable for ministry work that provides for family, study, visitation, teaching and meetings.

2. What should be done by you before and during your takeover of a new church? Develop a list of priorities for action in the weeks and months after the takeover.

3. Develop a visitational plan for the church which mobilizes the members and reaches the lost/needy without violating Biblical principles.

4. Discuss the Biblical basis for the congregational meeting and develop a set of principles for operation, so as to avoid any disruption and keep Holy Spirit control.

5. What are the Deacons, Elders and other officers to do in the church? How do you as pastor co-ordinate this?

6. What personnel management techniques could be followed to ease tensions and facilitate function within church administration?

7. What is a woman to do in the church? Discuss the role of women in the New Testament church and in your congregation.

8. Develop a training plan for your Deacons to assist them in their Biblical function.

9. What factors and principles should be covered in the Constitution, and why 

10. What is involved in worship? Develop a worship service format which meets these, and give an example you have tried, with an assessment of its value from the congregation.

11. What do you consider as important in a Christian wedding? Develop a list of principles with Biblical justifications for each.

12. The Baptismal service and the Lord's Supper are important teaching services. Discuss.

13. Your own choice 
PAPER 531 - CHURCH HISTORY SURVEY

SCOPE - Church history from Pentecost (30AD) to present.

TEXT BOOKS

Church Age History and Study Books can be found on CD2012

The following text books would also be of benefit. 
 “Christianity through the Centuries” by Earle Cairns

“History of Christianity: A Lion Handbook"

Shelley B, "Church History in Plain Language"

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments.

Select four topics.

I. Prepare a timeline outlining the history of the church age, with key dates, people and events. Make it in at least five sections and suitable for Sunday school or Bible Class.

2. Who were the key apologists and what was their message to the Roman Empire?

3. Was the blood of the martyrs the seed of the Church?

4. What was the impact of Constantine's Christianity on the spiritual state of the Church?

5. Describe the growth of Sacerdotalism in the early church.

6. What was the impact of the Celtic missionaries?

7. The Crusaders' legacy. Was it godly or devilish?

8. Who were the Albigenes and Waldensians? What did they stand for?

9. Was Luther just an anti-Semitic bourgeois? Discuss his later life.

10. Discuss Calvin's work in Geneva, or that of Knox in Scotland.

11 Describe the life, work and emphasis of one of the great revivalists of the 18th or19th century.

12. Summarize the growth of missions in the 19th century.

13. Your own choice (requires approval of topic).

3. BIBLICAL STUDIES

The Biblical Studies course comprises eight volumes [Books 4, 5 and 8-13 on EBCWA –CD] It represents about 360 hours of lectures. The course envisages the completion of 16 assignments of 2000 words each. The questions involved are set out below.

If you have access to a MP’3 player MP3 discs 3, 4, 7-12 are available on request for all lectures

The suggested time to complete the Biblical Studies course should be 12-18 months and no greater than 2 years. 

TEXT BOOKS

The CD contains commentaries on every book of the Bible
The following text books would be useful in covering this course. 
Jensen I, "Jensen's Survey of the New Testament"

Jensen I, "Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament"

PAPER 211 - NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION

SCOPE:  
Overview of New Testament books.

TEXTS

The CD contains commentaries on all New Testament books

. 

Jensen I, "Jensen's Survey of the New Testament"

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments.

Select one chapter from a book in EACH of the following four New Testament divisions and prepare an expositional message and/or exegetical teaching plan. [see layout in New Testament commentaries]
You should write 4 assignments, 1 assignment on a chapter of your choice, from each of the four following sections: -
1. Synoptic Gospels and Acts 

2. John's Gospel, John's letters and Revelation

3. Paul's letters

4. Hebrews and General Epistles

Each assignment should take into account the context of the book, the author, local situation place in the book, Greek words used as well as the standard expositional points of interpretation and practical application to today's Christian.

PAPER 212 - OLD TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION 

SCOPE:  
Overview of Old Testament books.

TEXTS

The CD contains commentaries on all Old Testament books

Jensen L "Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament"

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments.

Select one chapter from a book in EACH of the following four Old Testament divisions and prepare an expositional message and/or exegetical teaching plan.

You should write 4 assignments, 1 assignment on a chapter of your choice, from each of the following sections: -

1. The Pentateuch

2. The Historical Books

3. Psalms or Proverbs

4. The Prophets

Each assignment should take into account the context of the bock in the history of Israel, the author, local situation, place in the book, Hebrew words used as well as the standard expositional points of interpretation and practical application to today's Christian. [See layout in book of Daniel on CD as a guide]
PAPER 214 - OLD TESTAMENT BOOK STUDIES

SCOPE:  Detailed exposition of Old Testament books.

TEXTS:  No specific text.

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments OR 2 x 5000+ word assignments

Provide EITHER four (x 2000+ words) OR two (x 5000+ words) essays on books from the Old Testament and prepare a detailed teaching plan suitable for a Church or Bible Class. Include your own introduction to the books as a preface to the teaching plan.

PAPER 213 - NEW TESTAMENT BOOK STUDIES

SCOPE:  Detailed exposition of New Testament books.

TEXTS

No specific text.

ASSESSMENT

Suggested: 4 x 2000+ word assignments OR 2 x 5000+ word assignments

Provide EITHER four (x 2000+ words) OR two (x 5000+ words) essays on books from the New Testament and prepare a detailed teaching plan suitable for a Church or Bible Class. Include your own introduction to the books as a preface to the teaching plan.

FURTHER INFORMATION

The contact address regarding the offered CD or hardcopy material is Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia PO Box 163, Armadale W. A. 6992 Australia or brianhuggett@bigpond.com
The homepage for EBCWA’s web site is www.ebcwa.org.au
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